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UNEP and the Executive Director in the News
ENS (Blog): Global Passions for Football and Biodiversity Harnessed for Life
7 January 2010

The world of international championship football and the world of biodiversity conservation are coming together this year in a partnership announced Wednesday by the German sport lifestyle shoe and clothing company PUMA and the United Nations Environment Programme. 

The Play for Life partnership will support the UN's 2010 International Year of Biodiversity by raising awareness about habitat and species conservation among football fans and the general public during worldwide football events. 
These include the Orange Cup of African Nations in Angola from January 10 to 31 and international friendly games leading up to the FIFA World Cup 2010 in South Africa from June 11.
This will be the first time that the FIFA World Cup tournament has been hosted by an African nation. 

Joined by Cameroon's national football team, the Indomitable Lions with team captain Samuel Eto'o, at their press conference in Nairobi, PUMA unveiled their key fundraising lever, the new Africa Unity Kit - the world's first "continental football kit" designed to be worn by the 12 African football national teams that PUMA sponsors. 

These include the World Cup qualified teams Ghana, Cameroon, Ivory Coast and Algeria who are headed to the Africa Cup of Nations with hosts Angola and the national teams of Egypt, Mozambique, Togo and Tunisia, as well as non-qualified federations of Senegal, Morocco and Namibia. 

The Africa Unity Kit has been approved by FIFA, which stands for Federation Internationale de Football Association, the international governing association of the sport of football, called soccer in the United States. 

PUMA's profits from sales of the replica fanwear for the Unity Kits will help fund biodiversity programs in Africa, expecially for endangered species on the continent such as lions, elephants, gorillas and the desert fox. 

"In 2010, Africa will be at the center of the footballing world," said PUMA Chairman and CEO Jochen Zeitz. "PUMA is creating a unique kit embracing the diversity of African Nations teams while valuing the unity of players and supporters towards a common goal." 

"Biodiversity and therefore valuing and protecting all life on our planet is a huge issue, not only in Africa, but around the world, and we are proud to partner with UNEP to raise both awareness and funds through the sale of our Unity products," said Zeitz. 

"As the whole planet comes together for the World Cup, 2010 marks the year when people around the world will unite to conserve the planet's almost priceless natural resource - its biodiversity," Angela Cropper, UNEP's deputy executive director, told reporters at the press conference.

"The planet's living organisms are the building blocks of the multi-trillion dollar services - from freshwater to agricultural nutrients - that underpin all life on Earth," she said. 
"Bringing together the public's global passion for football with its global passion for animals, plants and other life forms surely makes a match-winning team." 

The UN's 2010 International Year of Biodiversity is a global initiative to help raise awareness of the importance of biodiversity and to encourage worldwide action to conserve plants and animals and the environments in which they live. 

The Play for Life campaign focuses on Africa, a continent that hosts two of the five most important wilderness areas on Earth - the Congo Basin, and the Miombo-Mopane Woodlands and Savannas of Southern Africa. 

Nine of the planet's 35 biodiversity hotspots, the richest and most threatened reservoirs of plant and animal life on Earth, are also in Africa. 

The Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity warns that human activities are creating the greatest extinction crisis since the natural disaster that wiped out the dinosaurs 65 million years ago. 

Species have been disappearing at up to 1,000 times the natural rate, and this is predicted to rise. Based on current trends, an estimated 34,000 plant and 5,200 animal species, including one in eight of the world's bird species, face extinction. 

Indomitable Lions captain Eto'o, flanked by fellow squad members at the unveiling in Nairobi, said, "The new Africa Unity Kit has inspired me and my teammates. 
Not only are we very proud to wear a shirt that helps bring the continent of Africa together but to do so for such an important cause is truly an honor." 

"Supporting the Africa Unity Kit sends out a positive message for Africa - we are uniting as a continent to help life and the planet," said Eto'o. 

PUMA has other gear designed to generate additional funds to support biodiversity, including PUMA Unity t-shirts and PUMA Lacelets, collectable shoe laces featuring patterns by artist Kehinde Wiley. 

Zeitz says these products all bear the PUMA Yellow "life" Label, which gives consumers an easy way to identify products that benefit projects supported by PUMAVision, PUMA's Corporate Social Responsibility Program.
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Daily Nation (Kenya):Eto’o to play in Safaricom Unity Cup
7 January 2010

Inter Milan and Cameroon striker Samuel Eto’o has confirmed he will take part in the Safaricom Laikipia Unity Cup in July as part of his contribution towards environmental restoration and development.

Eto’o, who is in the country together with the Cameroon national team the Indomitable Lions, is preparing for the Africa Cup of Nations tournament which starts on Sunday in Luanda, Angola.

The tournament, to be played annually, will seek to discover new talents in larger Laikipia District in an initiative launched by Puma chief executive officer Jochen Zeitz through his Zeitz Foundation and supported by United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP).

Safaricom will fund the month-long tournament to a tune of Sh3.5 million and will have teams and players from Laikipia region aimed at sensitising them on need to conserve the environment. 

Underprivileged areas

There will also be teams from underprivileged areas such as city slums, including Kibera, as well as the British Army and Kenya Army. Institutions of learning are also welcome.

Jochen Zeitz who is also the Zeitz Foundation president, said Eto’o will be the tournament patron.

“We have decided to have the tournament in July after the World Cup because we have to fit in Eto’o’s programme. 
He will have just finished with the World Cup and he needs a rest before returning to Italy,” said Zeitz.

It is then that Eto’o will be able to visit Segera Ranch, which is owned by Zeitz, where he is expected to adopt an animal.

“I cannot say which animal I will adopt. But it is an inspiring idea. I feel jealous because Zeitz overlooked me and invited [Olympic and world 100m champion] Usain Bolt but I will have my time,” said Eto’o.

Zeitz Foundation has a wholistic paradigm on environmental development that focuses on communication development, conservation, culture and commerce in the enhancement of the conservation.
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Xinhua (China): UNEP lauds China's contribution to green economic development
8 January 2010

The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) has hailed China's contribution to the promotion of bio-diversity and green economic development.

"China has been an active participant in the 'billion tree' campaign that UNEP together with Wangari Maathai and IQRAF the World Agro Forestry Centre located in Nairobi launched a few years ago, and China itself planted 2.6 billion trees to contribute to that in recent time," Angela Cropper, UNEP Deputy Executive Director told Xinhua in an exclusive interview on Wednesday. 

"That contribution allowed the program to achieve the objective of at least one tree for every living person on earth before the Copenhagen meeting began," Cropper said. 

Meanwhile, China is committed to a very high percentage of renewable energy in its energy mix. 
"It is a leader in the development of technology for the wind turbine industry, for example, so it has a lot of technological opportunities because of its vast scale," she said.

The year 2010 is the international year for bio-diversity designated by the United Nations, and UNEP is determined to take the opportunity to conduct a large program to promote bio- diversity and arouse global awareness, Cropper said.

"As a part of that program, we are also trying to work with governments and communities to see how we can manage our ecosystems better, so that they can be sustained and we can get the range of services we get from them indefinitely into the future," she said. UNEP will also call on more countries to gradually transform to green economic development paths and provide them with relevant supports.

"We have been doing a lot of work on that, assessing the potential for jobs, for income, for livelihoods and so on within an approached economic development that does not degrade the environment as much as the present approach does, and we will be trying to expand them to more countries," she said.
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Green Movement News (Blog): A Call for a UN Environmental Protection Force
6 January 2010

With the latest crisis in Israel and Lebanon, I cannot help but notice that if the UN through UNEP (United World Environmental Programme) applied the same vigor in protecting our environment as they do to keeping world peace, imagine what could be achieved in the struggle against “Global Warming”. 
We could be in a far better position than we presently are.

A UN peace keeping force will soon be in place in an attempt to bring about a lasting and sustainable peace for Israel and Lebanon.
 I whole heartedly support this action to preserve human life and bring back quality life to all concerned.

However there is another disaster looming which can and will cause a lot more human misery and death if not kept in check i.e. the destruction of our Rain Forests through their inappropriate use.
Rain Forest regions of our planet, which provide most of the world’s oxygen, are systematically being destroyed by logging operations and slash and burn farming techniques.

The World’s Nations, through the UN, seem to mainly focus on the current humanitarian crises and forget that we are slowly being robbed of the earth’s oxygen supply.
This should be addressed immediately to preserve quality of life on the planet for us all.

We as individuals and organizations need to start lobbying the UN body, the UNEP, to take more drastic action in this regard.

Could you imagine what can be achieved if Environmental Scientists got together on a global scale in order to determine which areas need the most protection,and if the UNEP actively monitored the all crucial life sustaining planetary elements on an ongoing basis to determine which need protection for the sake of all living beings?

The countries who depend on the utilization of these essential natural resources should be approached, and through a process of negotiation, adequately compensated for the not being able use the essential Resource.
This could be funded by means of an Environmental tax system which should be worked out according to how much carbon monoxide each highly industrialized nation emits annually.

As different environmental challenges present themselves we would then have a “Environmental Protection Force” necessary to adequately protect these areas from misuse.

In cases of non-compliance, the organization should have the teeth necessary to do the job of protecting any critical Life Sustaining Element from inappropriate use, preventing irreversible environmental damage and averting a global humanitarian crisis.
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Journal Du Cameroun (Cameroon): Les lions indomptables nommés ambassadeurs de l’Onu pour l’environnement au Kenya

7 January 2010

Jamais une équipe nationale n’avait fait autant l’unanimité dans le monde, que celle du Cameroun. La preuve, elle vient d’être désignée comme ambassadrice du programme des nations unies pour l’environnement, PNUE. 
C’était au cours d’une conférence de presse qui s’est déroulée mercredi, 06 janvier 2010 à Nairobi au Kenya, où l’équipe nationale du Cameroun prépare actuellement la coupe d’Afrique des Nations Angola 2010. La conférence intitulée « Play for life » était organisée à la fois par PUMA et le PNUE. 
Une occasion pour les différentes parties de présenter au public, les grands axes de leur combat en faveur de la protection de l’environnement à travers le monde.
 Les acteurs environnementaux en Afrique, seront également soutenus par ces structures, a-t-on indiqué. Pour atteindre leurs objectifs, PUMA et le PNUE ont adopté une stratégie commune, à savoir : procéder aux collectes de fonds afin d’apporter un soutien concret et efficace à ces différents acteurs. 
Dans le même ordre d’idée, « Africa Unity Kit », a été présenté aux personnes présentes. Il s’agit du tout premier maillot que les douze pays sponsorisés par la firme allemande en Afrique, pourront désormais arborer. 
Il s’agit notamment du Togo, de l’Angola, de l’Egypte, de la Tunisie, et du Mozambique. Sont également concernés, les nations qualifiées pour la coupe du monde de football dont le Cameroun, le Ghana, la Côte d’ivoire, l’Algérie
UNITÉ AFRICAINE
Les différentes fédérations de football suscitées, apporteront leur appui à la distribution de l’Africa Unity Kit, un maillot axé autour de l’unité africaine en cette période marquée par la célébration des 50 ans d’indépendance de plusieurs pays africains.
 Le dit maillot a d’ailleurs reçu l’approbation de la fédération internationale de football association, FIFA, comme étant le 3è maillot officiel des équipes sponsorisées par la firme allemande sur le continent africain. 
C’est donc logiquement que plusieurs leaders des équipes concernées et considérées comme faisant partie des meilleurs joueurs en Afrique, étaient présents à la conférence de presse de ce mercredi, dont Samuel Eto’o fils, le capitaine des lions indomptables pour le compte du Cameroun, John Mensah pour les Black stars du Ghana, et Emmanuel Eboué pour les éléphants de la Côte d’Ivoire. 
Après cette conférence, le capitaine Samuel Eto’o fils, a immédiatement retrouvé ses coéquipiers pour poursuivre les préparatifs de la CAN 2010.

Back to Menu
_________________________________________________________________

Deportes (Mexico): Eto’o y selección de Camerún se suman a campaña ecológica
7 January 2010

Aprovechando la antesala de la Copa de Africa, el seleccionado de Camerún con su capitán Samuel Eto'o a la cabeza, adhirieron a la campaña "Play for Life", que busca crear conciencia entre los fanáticos del fútbol sobre la conservación de las especies en peligro en todo el mundo.

La campaña, impulsada por la marca deportiva Puma y el Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (UNEP), buscará durante 2010, marcado como año internacional de la Biodiversidad, aumentar la conciencia sobre esta materia, utilizando como ventana de difusión la Copa de Africa (que parte este fin de semana) y el Mundial de Sudáfrica (que parte en junio).

El Año Internacional de la Biodiversidad es una iniciativa global lanzada para el 2010 por las Naciones Unidas para ayudar a aumentar la conciencia sobre la importancia de la biodiversidad e incentivar la acción mundial para conservar la flora y fauna y el medio ambiente en el que habitan.

La campaña se enfoca en África, continente que alberga una biodiversidad excepcional incluyendo a dos de las cinco áreas silvestres más importantes de la Tierra - la Cuenca del Congo y los Bosques y Sabana de Miombo-Mopane. 
Nueve de los treinta y cinco puntos clave de la biodiversidad del planeta, los más ricos y las reservas de flora y fauna más amenazadas del planeta están también en África.

De esta forma, y con 12 equipos africanos de fútbol auspiciados por la marca deportiva alemana, la Copa de Africa será la ocasión ideal para echar a andar esta iniciativa ecológica que a través de la venta del Africa Unity Kit (tercer uniforme estándar de dichas selecciones), buscará reunir fondos para dicho proyecto.
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Guardian (UK): Coral reefs crucial to origin of new marine species, finds study
7 January 2010

Coral reefs give birth to a dazzling number of new species of sea creatures, according to a study that highlights their critical role in marine ecosystems.

Scientists have found that the reefs not only harbour amazing biodiversity, but are actively involved in the generation of new life forms.
 The study overturns conventional thinking that much of the sea life in coral reefs originated elsewhere.

Wolfgang Kiessling of the Humboldt University of Berlin, who led the study, said: "We found that coral reefs are very active at generating biodiversity in the oceans, and that they export biodiversity to other ecosystems. 
This was a surprise because many people had assumed that reefs were ecological attracters – that species go there from other places."

He and colleagues in Germany and the US studied a database of fossil organisms that lived on the sea floor from the Cambrian period, about 500m years ago. 
They compared the number of new genera that first appeared in coral reefs with those in other shallow-water environments and found the reefs were responsible for about 50% more. 
The results are published tomorrow in the journal Science.

The team looked at fossils of so-called benthic organisms, such as starfish, clams and corals that live on the seabed.
 They ignored fossils of fish, which do not offer clues to where they evolve, because after they die their remains can float elsewhere.

Kiessling said the study offered extra incentive to protect coral reefs. "If we lose the coral reefs we lose the ability for marine ecosystems to generate new species in the future.
 I suspect that new species evolve every single day, but unfortunately not as fast as they go extinct."

Increasing carbon dioxide in the atmosphere damages coral as seas become warmer, which causes the coral to bleach, and become more acidic, which makes it hard for the tiny animals to repair their exoskeletons.
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AFP: World veterinary agency to probe meat-climate link
7 January 2010

The world's top authority in farm animal health announced on Thursday it would launch a study into the role of meat in climate change.

The report, carried out by independent experts, is expected to be published "by the summer," Bernard Vallat, head of the World Organisation for Animal Health, known by its French acronym of OIE, said in Paris.

It is the first time in its nearly 85-year history that the 175-nation OIE is to carry out an environmental investigation.

The agency swaps information about diseases in farm animals and issues recommendations in veterinary scares such as H5N1 avian flu.

The probe coincides with mounting interest in the role of meat-eating in stoking climate change.

Farm animals are significant sources of greenhouse gases, either directly through methane emissions from digestion or indirectly, such as clearing forests for pasture and inputs used in raising cattle.

Vallat, who is the OIE's director general, said there had been a "very strong request" from member-states for the report.

The investigation's scope will be limited, and it will not seek to rival or replicate the work of the UN's global-warming scientists, the Inter-governmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), he said.

By some estimates, there will be a 50-percent surge in demand for animal protein by 2020 in order to feed the world's burgeoning population and demands from emerging economies, he said.

"Whatever happens, we are going to have to produce more animals to feed the planet," he told a press conference.

Celebrity vegans such as Paul McCartney are urging consumers to boycott meat as a personal contribution to fighting climate change.

A kilogram (2.2 pounds) of beef causes more greenhouse-gas and other pollution than driving for three hours while leaving all the lights on back home, according to a 2007 study led by Akifumi Ogino of the National Institute of Livestock and Grassland Science in Tsukuba, Japan.
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AFP: Greenpeace says made to 'pay' for climate summit failure
7 January 2010

The head of Greenpeace Spain, freed from 20 days in Danish custody along with three others, on Thursday accused authorities in Copenhagen of making them "pay" for the failure of the climate summit.

Juan Lopez de Uralde and Norwegian Nora Christiansen fooled security staff at the Danish parliament in Copenhagen by drawing up to a December 17 gala dinner in a limousine and wearing evening attire.

There, they unfurled banners reading "Politicians Talk, Leaders Act" at the entrance.

They were arrested along with two others, Christian Schmutz of Switzerland, who posed as their bodyguard, and Joris Thijssen of The Netherlands. All four were released on Wednesday.

"We were made to pay for the anger of the Danish government after the problems of the Copenhagen summit," Lopez de Uralde told Spanish National Radio.

He also denounced their treatment in prison.

"We were very shocked by the way in which we were treated," he said. "We did not expect to get off scot-free... We were taking a risk. What was completely disproportionate was the 20 days in isolation in prison, without knowing the extent of the charges against us, without speaking to anyone."

He rejected suggestions that the isolation was necessary as part of the police investigation.

Police "did not question us until the last day. If it was really for the purposes of the investigation, why not question us on the first day?" he said.

The four have been charged with illegally entering state property, among other things. They still face trial and possible prison sentences.

Their release came a day in advance of their detention being reviewed by a Danish judge.

Lopez de Uralde thanked supporters for the pressure they put on Danish authorities to release him and the three other activists when he arrived at Madrid's Barajas airport and said he had no regrets.

"If it was not for all the support which we received, I think the intention of the Danish authorities was to keep us in jail for a long time. I don't regret anything, on the contrary," he told reporters.

"I think if I had the same opportunity, at such an important moment, when there were 120 world leaders gathered at the same place, I would do it again to try to pass on a message urging them to do something about climate change. All four of us are very proud of what we did."

The two-week UN climate conference in December produced a non-binding agreement, leaving many observers skeptical about the possibility of limiting global warming to levels considered acceptable.
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Reuters: Canada to study biofuel's environmental impact
7 January 2010

The study, ordered on Wednesday, comes after evidence of harmful environmental effects from ethanol plants and amid growing criticism of biofuel technology, according to a government document from the environment ministry, Environment Canada.

"Experiences in the U.S. and Brazil now suggest that existing biofuels production facilities are responsible for the generation of a range of new air- and water-related problems as well as recent concerns over human health," the document states.

The study will help government scientists understand the environmental implications of making biofuel, it states.

Canada has invested heavily in the biofuel industry as a way to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. It has committed to distributing subsidies for biofuel plants totaling up to C$1.5 billion ($1.45 billion) over nine years.

In September 2010, a federal mandate takes effect requiring 5 percent renewable content in gasoline.

A spokesman for Environment Canada was not available for comment by late Thursday afternoon.

On Wednesday, the Canadian Press quoted department spokeswoman Paula Franchellini as saying: "The commissioning of this study does not presuppose that there are any harmful effects from these facilities, nor does it change the government of Canada's commitment to renewable fuels."

Gordon Quaiattini, president of the Canadian Renewable Fuels Association, was unavailable for comment.

Canadian plants make ethanol from corn and wheat and make biodiesel from animal fat, soybeans and canola. Canadian biofuel production is expected to grow by 76 percent before the end of 2011, according to the document.

Environment Canada also ordered on Wednesday a study of the environmental impact of using "marginal lands" -- such as contaminated sites and buffer strips along roads and rivers -- for the production of biofuel crops or for production plants. 
The U.S. and European biofuel industries have come under criticism for taking up traditional farmland to grow biofuel crops, Environment Canada said.
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Guardian (UK): Coal is dirtying Scotland's carbon-neutral plans
7 January 2010

There were a lot of big names at the UN's climate change conference in Copenhagen last month: Barack Obama, Gordon Brown, Angela Merkel and the rest. 
So not a lot of attention was paid to Alex Salmond, the first minister of Scotland. But he played a blinder, at least for domestic audiences, by linking up with the president of the Maldives, Mohamed Nasheed, to create a "climate partnership".

Much of the Maldives, an archipelago of some 1,200 low-lying islands in the Indian Ocean, is likely to disappear beneath the rising seas within the next century. 
But its government is doing its best to hold back the tides with a national plan to go carbon-neutral by 2020. Salmond too has a 2020 plan, to cut Scottish emissions by 42% on 1990 levels.

Salmond said: "We are delighted to help the Maldives in their endeavour to become the world's first carbon-neutral country". 
But maybe he needs a reminder of the definition of carbon-neutral, because many would say that his own plans are flawed. The problem can be summed up in one word: coal.

Now don't get me wrong. The Scottish government's enthusiasm for renewable energy is genuine and first class. But a lot of people in the Highlands hate it.
 And anger was heightened this week with news that Holyrood has approved a line of 600 pylons through the Cairngorms from Beauly to Denny that will connect wind and wave power to the grid.

Although Salmond wants to generate half his country's electricity from renewables, he wants to generate the other half with fossil fuels, mostly coal. By some estimates, Scotland has one-tenth of Europe's total coal reserves. And he wants to use them.

I've mentioned this before. But as his plans firm up – for instance in the latest Climate change in Scotland annual report (pdf) – his fixation with coal looks an increasing liability.

Around 90% of Scotland's power comes from just five power stations (pdf): two old coal stations at Longannet and Cockenzie, a gas-fuelled station at Peterhead and two ageing nuclear power plants at Hunterston and Torness.

Coal is high-carbon; nuclear is low-carbon. Whenever the two nuclear stations go offline, the country's carbon dioxide emissions will surge as coal plants replace their power. But Salmond has ruled out replacing the old nuclear plants. "Our aim is a non-nuclear Scotland," he says.

Instead he wants to extend the lives of the two existing coal plants, while adding a third to replace the Hunterston nuclear plant.

But Salmond says coal can be green. He is among the keenest in a big field of world leaders anxious to talk up the potential of developing carbon capture and storage (CCS) for coal power generation. 
This proposed technology would capture carbon dioxide as it goes up the power station stack and transport it for burial in disused oil wells beneath the North Sea.

This time last year, one of the world's leading climate scientists, Nasa's Jim Hansen, wrote to Salmond, pleading with him to abandon plans for more coal-fired power stations in Scotland, at least until CCS technology was up and running.

Salmond's view is this: : "Coal is king ... If you can use clean-coal technology, coal has a dynamic future. It means coal, far from being environmentally unacceptable, is becoming environmentally attractive."

One day, maybe. CCS is likely to prove such an energy-intensive technology that, rather like biofuels, its benefits may prove illusory. 
But not even its biggest enthusiasts expect CCS to be functioning on anything more than a pilot scale this side of 2020. Most reckon the 2030-40s are more likely.

Salmond's political career will be over by then. And his new coal-fired power plants are likely to be ending their lives having captured little - if any - of the millions of tonnes of carbon dioxide they will have emitted.

Scotland genuinely does have the potential to be a world leader in developing low-carbon fuels. And Salmond has the political charisma and nous to make it happen. 
But he has an albatross round his neck: coal. It may sink his green reputation, just as surely as it threatens to sink the Maldives.

Back to Menu
_________________________________________________________________

Guardian (UK): Top British firms drag their feet to reduce carbon footprints
7 January 2010

Greenhouse gas targets set by many of Britain's largest companies are too weak to meet UK commitments on climate change, a new analysis shows.

A report from the Carbon Disclosure Project (CDP) says a lack of ambition from companies in the energy, materials and utilities sector threatens government plans to cut emissions by 2020.

The CDP report found that 77% of FTSE 100 companies said they have a target to reduce emissions, with an average annual reduction rate of 2.5%. 
That compares well with the 2.4% annual reductions on overall emissions that Britain needs to make to achieve a legally binding target of 34%-42% reductions by 2020, relative to 1990 levels.

However, the average annual emissions reductions planned by the firms in the energy, utilities and materials sectors total 1.2%. There are only 24 of these companies in the FTSE 100, but they account for 87% of all FTSE 100 reported emissions.

Joanna Lee, CDP's director of communications and corporate partnerships, said: "Across the board, companies are doing pretty well. 
But what's most striking is that if you look at the three most heavily polluting sectors, they are lagging significantly behind. If we are going to deliver on climate change targets these companies need to take more aggressive action."

The report, published today, says there is a "carbon chasm" between what is planned by the firms and what is required.

It says: "The targets set by the most carbon intensive sectors, responsible for the majority of FTSE 100 emissions, are not sufficiently ambitious and will not deliver reductions required by the UK climate change act."

It adds: "Clearly, UK regulation is sending strong signals to companies of the necessity to manage carbon, but as many of these companies operate globally, we also need a strong global framework to create the right incentives to set sufficiently strong targets."

The report is based on voluntary targets set by firms during 2009, before the climate conference in Copenhagen in December failed to establish a new global treaty. 
Analysts say the lack of such a treaty could make companies more reluctant to take on more rigorous targets.

"These carbon intensive sectors will need to take on more aggresive targets if they are to deliver in line with government commitments," the report says.

The CDP analysis showed that almost a third of company targets were based on reductions in carbon intensity, rather than absolute cuts in greenhouse gas pollution. 
Cuts in carbon intensity allow firms to increase overall emissions, while appearing to have gone green, the report points out.

"Companies should set company-wide targets for the reduction of their absolute level of emissions," it says.
 "Climate change can only be mitigated by a reduction in absolute emissions... therefore companies setting intensity targets should complement these with absolute targets."
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Economist (UK): No hiding place?

7 January 2010

The betting is that 2010 will be the hottest year on record. But understanding how the planet’s temperature changes is still a challenge to science

IT MAY seem implausible at the moment, as northern Europe, Asia and parts of America shiver in the snow, but 2010 may well turn out as the hottest year on record. 

Those who doubt that greenhouse gases are quite the problem they have been cracked up to be by most of the world’s climatologists have taken comfort from the fact that the Hadley Centre, part of Britain’s Meteorological Office, reckons the warmest year since records began was 1998. 

Twelve years without a new record would, the sceptics reckon, be rather a large lull in what is supposed to be a rising trend. 

Computer modelling by the Met Office, though, gives odds-on chances of the lull being broken.

The fact that no record high happened in the 2000s does not mean that there was no warming over the decade—trends at scales coarser than the annual continued to point upwards, and other authorities suggest there have been record years during the period. 
Nor was the length of time without an annual record exceptional. 

Models simulating centuries of warming normally have the occasional decade in which no rise in surface temperatures is observed. 

This is because heat can be stored in other parts of the system, such as the oceans, for a time, and thus not show up on meteorologists’ thermometers.

Indeed, one reason for thinking that the coming year will be hotter than all known previous ones is that the tropical Pacific is currently dumping heat. 

This phenomenon, by which heat that has been stored up in the sea over the previous few years is released into the atmosphere, is known as El Niño. 

A strong Niño contributed to the record temperatures in 1998. In 2007 and 2008 the opposite phenomenon, a cooling Niña, was happening. 

That goes some way to explaining why those years were chilly by the standards of the 2000s.

And on top of El Niño, there is the sun. 
The sun’s brightness fluctuates over an 11-year cycle. 

Though the fluctuation is not vast, it is enough to make a difference from peak to trough. In 2009 the sun was at the bottom of its cycle. 

Unless it is behaving particularly strangely, it should, over the next 12 months, begin to brighten.

The Met Office’s forecast was made using the Decadal Prediction System, or DePreSys (pronounced “depresses”, which is what it sometimes does to Doug Smith and his colleagues, who run it). 

Climate models are normally used to show how the climate’s behaviour will respond to changes in things like greenhouse-gas levels. 

But though a model’s response will, it is hoped, be similar to the real climate’s, models are caricatures, not portraits. 

Trying to force one into a state that looks exactly like the real climate at a specific time, as prediction requires, will distort it, and it is likely to misbehave as a result.

DePreSys is an attempt to work round this “initialisation” problem—to give the model’s caricature not just an all-purpose resemblance to the way the real climate behaves, but one that captures its pose and expression at a particular moment.

In 2007 the first study using DePreSys correctly predicted that there would be a few more years which would set no records. 

After this, it said, there would be a definite rise in temperature. More recently, Dr Smith and his team have been using clusters of computers around Britain to run multiple models with slightly different initial conditions. 

Four-fifths of these runs suggest 2010 will be warmer than any previous year—which could be taken as odds of four-to-one on. The techniques are still in their infancy. 

But they are at least making predictions that can be checked.

Balancing the books

Dr Smith and his colleagues are trying to predict some of the natural variability to come. Kevin Trenberth of America’s National Centre for Atmospheric Research wants to understand in detail the natural variability just seen. 

His quest gained unexpected prominence when one of his forcefully expressed e-mails on the subject—“The fact is that we can’t account for the lack of warming at the moment and it is a travesty that we can’t”—found its way into the public domain as one of thousands of e-mails from the Climatic Research Unit of the University of East Anglia in the “climategate” furore of November 2009.

Dr Trenberth was not, he has since been at pains to stress, saying that the relatively unwarmed 2000s were particularly out of the ordinary. 

Instead, he was saying that, given the panoply of satellites and measurement networks that are being installed to monitor the climate, it should now be possible to identify the places and processes that hide energy from the prying eyes of climatologists. 

That would make it possible to determine what has actually happened to the energy trapped by increasing levels of greenhouse gases.

For the first part of the decade this turns out to be possible. From 1998 to 2003, although surface temperatures were not rising, a lot of energy was mopped up by the oceans (see chart 2). 
This is borne out by the rise in sea level during the period, which matches (once the additional effects of melting glaciers and ice sheets are taken into account) the expansion of the water in the oceans caused by this heating. 

Until the middle of the 2000s, therefore, the sums seem to balance.

It is after that that the problem comes. 

Runoff’s role in the rising sea level increases, meaning the fraction attributable to expansion, and thus the amount of heat taken up by the sea, has fallen (and the chart therefore levels out).

The missing heat must therefore be going somewhere else. 

One possibility is that it is being reflected back into space by changes in cloud cover. 

The data, however, seem to say no. America’s CERES programme, the result of observations by seven different instruments on six different satellites, suggests the Earth has actually absorbed more energy and reflected away less over the past few years, rather than the other way round. 

It is all rather mysterious.

Nevertheless, while there is a lot of scepticism in, around and about climate science, none of it is aimed at the first law of thermodynamics, which says that energy cannot be created or destroyed. 

The energy that the sun delivers to the Earth must therefore be equal to the energy that is reflected back into space, plus that re-emitted as infra-red radiation, plus that stored in some part of the atmosphere, the oceans or the land.

The fact that the books cannot currently be balanced is therefore an admission of ignorance—an ignorance that better, future measurements should help abolish. 

That, in turn, should allow predictions of what the climate will do next, for good or ill, to become significantly better, and thus deprive climatic bookies of their trade.
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Actualités News Environnement (France) : Le réchauffement climatique menace les Deltas du Viêt Nam

5 janvier 2010

L'Institut de stratégies et politiques des ressources naturelles et de l'environnement et le ministère des Ressources naturelles et de l'Environnement ont rédigé un rapport avec l'aide du Programme des Nations Unies pour l'environnement (PNUE), concernant les risques qu’encourent les Deltas des fleuves de Mékong et Rouge
L'Institut de stratégies et politiques des ressources naturelles et de l'environnement et le ministère des Ressources naturelles et de l'Environnement ont rédigé un rapport avec l'aide du Programme des Nations Unies pour l'environnement (PNUE), concernant les risques qu’encourent les Deltas des fleuves de Mékong et Rouge.
Les Deltas des fleuves de Mékong et Rouge, deux importantes régions rizicoles au Viêt Nam, sont fortement menacé par les inondations.

Résultat du réchauffement climatique, les fleuves, qui abritent prés de 40% de la population du pays, se révèlent être les plus vulnérables, selon un rapport d'évaluation des changements climatiques au Viêt Nam.

Young Woo Park, directeur pour la région Asie-Pacifique du PNUE, explique que ces deux deltas jouent un rôle important en ce qui a trait à l'économique du pays et aux moyens de subsistance des gens qui y vivent.
Les Deltas des fleuves de Mékong et Rouge, deux importantes régions rizicoles au Viêt Nam, sont fortement menacé par les inondations.

Plus du tiers du delta du Mékong, où vivent 17 millions de personnes et où près de la moitié du riz du pays est cultivé, pourrait être submergé si le niveau de la mer s'élevait d'un mètre. 
Même pour un scénario de faible croissance des émissions, un cinquième du delta serait inondé , explique Mr Park dans un communiqué de presse.

Selon le GIEC (Groupe d'Experts Intergouvernemental sur l'Evolution du Climat), le Viêt Nam représente  l'un des douze pays qui seront les plus touchés par la montée du niveau de la mer. 

Un constat effrayant quand on constate qu’avec augmentation d'un mètre du niveau de la mer, 12% des terres seront perdues et 17 millions de personnes seront touchées.

Toujours selon les prévisions du GIEC, l'augmentation du niveau de la mer pourrait avoir d'autres impacts économiques importants le long du littoral. 

Pour pallier a ce phénomène, le pays s'est doté de plusieurs stratégies d'atténuation et d'adaptation, comme, l’utilisation efficace et économique de l'énergie, incluant l'énergie renouvelable, la protection des ressources forestières et l'introduction de nouvelles techniques et technologies agricoles.
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Radio-Canada (Canada) : Des touristes déçus, des producteurs inquiets

7 janvier 2010

La Floride a de quoi déplaire aux touristes canadiens qui s'y évadent pour trouver la chaleur: cet État du sud des États-Unis vit actuellement la pire vague de froid qu'il ait connue en 10 ans.

Depuis le week-end dernier, plusieurs journées froides se sont succédé dans le sud de l'État. 

Dans la nuit de mercredi à jeudi, le thermomètre affichait -5 degrés Celsius par endroits.

Cette vague de froid, nourrie par une forte poussée d'air arctique, arrive à un bien mauvais moment pour les producteurs d'oranges floridiens, qui font actuellement les récoltes.

Il faut comprendre que des températures sous la barre des -2 degrés Celsius endommagent les fruits, a précisé Andrew Meadows, porte-parole de Florida Citrus Mutual Group.

Ce groupe, qui représente quelque 8000 producteurs d'agrumes de Floride, a quand même voulu se faire rassurant.

Ce n'est pas catastrophique, mais c'est certain qu'il y aura des zones endommagées. Dans l'ensemble, en tant qu'industrie, nous nous en tirons plutôt bien.
- Andrew Meadows

En prévision de nuits froides encore à venir, les agriculteurs arrosent leurs arbres pour les protéger, a expliqué M. Meadows. 

La chaleur produite par la formation de la glace ainsi provoquée protégerait les arbres, les maintenant au niveau de congélation, soit zéro degré Celsius.

Faciliter le transport

Le gouverneur de la Floride, Charlie Crist, a décrété mardi une mesure d'urgence pour secourir les producteurs d'agrumes de son État.

La mesure, qui consiste en la levée des restrictions de poids, de grandeur et de largeur pour les véhicules commerciaux transportant les agrumes déjà récoltés, facilitera le transport des récoltes sur les autoroutes, afin de les envoyer plus rapidement vers les usines de transformation. 

Elle prendra effet d'ici deux semaines.

Le gouvernement de la Floride espère ainsi minimiser les pertes des producteurs et leur éviter un « désastre financier », a déclaré Charles Bronson, le commissaire à l'Agriculture de l'État.

Les producteurs craignent que les consommateurs se tournent vers les jus de pomme ou de raisin au cas où la mauvaise récolte augmenterait le prix du jus d'orange. 

Cette infidélité ferait très mal à l'industrie, soutiennent les analystes.

Back to Menu
=============================================================
RONA MEDIA UPDATE

THE ENVIRONMENT IN THE NEWS

Back to Menu
=============================================================

ENVIRONMENT NEWS FROM THE

UN DAILY NEWS

Back to Menu
=============================================================

ENVIRONMENT NEWS FROM THE

S.G’s SPOKESMAN DAILY PRESS BRIEFING

Back to Menu
=============================================================[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3]
UNEP and the Executive Director in the News
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