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THE ENVIRONMENT IN THE NEWS

Friday, 30 July, 2010


Other Environment News

· Reuters: U.N. ends Kyoto CO2 offset drought ahead of key meeting
· Reuters: Ten key indicators show global warming "undeniable"
· Time (US): BP Oil Spill: Has Environmental Damage Been Exaggerated?
· AFP: Million dollar contest launched in US to clean oil spill
· LA Times (US): Oil spill waste raises concerns in the gulf
· New York Times: Gulf of Mexico Has Long Been a Sink of Pollution 
· Guardian (UK): Greenpeace exposes Indonesian palm oil firm's 'broken' rainforest pledge

· 
BBC: Galapagos Islands taken off Unesco danger list
· AFP: Floods kill 29 in China's northeast
· National Geographic: Three Gorges Gush
· Economist (UK): The Three Gorges Dam is tested, but not to breaking point
· Gulf News (Dubai): Floods dump scores of chemical containers into China river
Environmental News from the UNEP Regions
· RONA
· ROA
Other UN News
· Environment News from the UN Daily News of July 29th 2010
· Environment News from the S.G.’s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of July 29th 2010 (None)
UNEP and the Executive Director in the News 
United Nations Radio: UNEP and Nippon Foundation launch 2011 Sasakawa Prize
29th July 2010

The UN Environment Programme (UNEP) and The Nippon Foundation of Japan on Thursday officially launched the 2011 UNEP Sasakawa Prize. 
They will look for the most innovative environmental project in the developing world to receive the prize which includes US$ 200,000.
The theme of this year's prize is "Forests for People, Forests for Green Growth" in support of the UN International Year of Forests in 2011.
UNEP says that of particular interest to this year's jury will be projects that promote the conservation and sustainable management of forests and contribute to a meaningful reduction in carbon emissions caused by deforestation or forest degradation.
They are also looking for projects that maintain forest ecosystems to improve resilience to climate change and support development among forest-dependent communities.

The projects must also conserve biodiversity and help protect ecosystems in forests.
The UNEP Sasakawa Prize is awarded every year to a grassroots organisation that has made an outstanding contribution to the protection and management of the environment, and to social development.
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Deutsche- Welle (Germany): Water is a human right, UN says

29th July 2010

With a clear majority vote, the United Nations General Assembly has approved a resolution to make access to water a basic human right.

Access to clean drinking water is now an official basic human right - just like the right to food and the right to live without torture and racial discrimination. The resolution was approved late yesterday by the United Nations General Assembly without opposition. 

Although the decision does not make the right to water legally enforceable, it is symbolically important and places more political obligation on national governments. The resolution highlights how urgent the issue of water shortage is for a growing portion of the world's population.

Grim statistics

According to the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), 884 million people around the globe have no access to clean, drinkable water. Almost 2.5 billion people have no access to toilets and other sanitation facilities. Every year, more than two million people die due to a lack of drinking water and diseases caused by consuming polluted water.

"Diarrhea is the second most important cause of the death of children below the age of five," said Pablo Solon, Bolivia's ambassador to the United Nations. "The lack of access to drinking water kills more children than AIDS, malaria and measles combined."

Water shortage and desertification on the rise

Water shortages and the desertification of agricultural regions used to be almost exclusively Africa and Asia's problem - but now Europe is facing this problem too. In southern Spain, the desert expands by one kilometer northwards each year. 

Meanwhile, water shortages are the cause of an increasing amount of domestic and international conflicts all around the world, such as between Israel and Palestine and in India and Pakistan. The problem is made even worse by privatization of water supplies driven by large food companies, which usually leads to higher water costs for consumers.

According to Maude Barlow, founder of the Canadian-based Blue Planet Project, people could not have predicted all these problems when the Universal Declaration of Human Rights was adopted by the UN in 1948. But she also believes that the increasing shortage of clean water is the worst human rights violation that exists. Her Blue Planet Project advocates the protection and the fair sharing of global water resources, and two years ago it initiated a campaign for a UN resolution on the right to water.

Germany votes in favor

Supported by 33 countries, it was Bolivia that finally presented the UN General Assembly with a specific proposal for the resolution. This week, 122 of the 163 UN member states present voted for its approval. The remaining 41 countries - almost exclusively from the industrialized north - abstained from the vote.

In particular the United States, Canada and Great Britain attempted to prevent the vote for the resolution. However, the position of the world's wealthy northern countries was not as one-sided as it has been on similar topics in the past. Germany voted in favor of the resolution, and its representative Peter Wittig has distanced himself from the negative stance of the United States and other countries.

"Germany is committed to the realization of the millennium development goals, including that of reducing by half by 2015 the proportion of people without sustainable access to safe drinking water and sanitation," Wittig said. 

"We consider access to safe drinking water and sanitation as a component of the right to an adequate standard of living, recognized in Article 11 of the Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights."
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Global Times (China): UN official hails China's role in protecting ozone layer

30th July 2010

An official with the UN Environment Program (UNEP) on Thursday hailed China's role in phasing out ozone depleting chemicals while launching a joint initiative with the European Commission to protect the ozone layer.

Rajendra Shende, head of the UNEP OzonAction Branch, told Xinhua that China has just completed preparing a national strategy to phase down and phase out the use of hydrochlorofluorocarbons (HCFSs) and will submit it in a couple of months to the UN funding agency.

"China has really taken a good leadership role in phasing out HCFCs," Shende said.

China, Shende said, has realized that the phasing out of HCFCs will be good for ozone layer protection and also will help China improve energy efficiency.

Shende said, however, that it's a tremendous task for China, a major country in the producing and consuming of HCFs, and it has to go ahead with the work in a very systematic way.

Shende launched a toolbox composed of three e-books with the European Commission to help developing countries to make informed decisions about the technologies and policies needed to replace or avoid the use of HCFCs.

HCFCs are chemicals widely used in refrigeration, air-conditioning and in the creation of insulation foam. The chemicals can have global warming potentials up to 2,000 times that of carbon dioxide, the reference gas for climate change.

The Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer was established in 1987 to protect the Earth's ozone layer and China became a signatory of the protocol in 1991.

In 2007, parties to the Montreal Protocol agreed to accelerate the phase out of HCFCs to 2020 for developed countries and 2030 for developing countries.

According to the UNEP, 147 developing countries are currently preparing national plans to phase-out HCFCs in order to comply with their obligations under the Montreal Protocol.

A directive concerning the management of ozone depleting chemicals went into force in China on June 1. The directive aims to accelerate China's efforts in phasing out the use of HCFCs.
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People’s Daily (China): U.N. official hails China's role in protecting ozone layer

29th July 2010

An official with the UN Environment Program (UNEP) on Thursday hailed China's role in phasing out ozone depleting chemicals while launching a joint initiative with the European Commission to protect the ozone layer.

Rajendra Shende, head of the UNEP OzonAction Branch, told Xinhua that China has just completed preparing a national strategy to phase down and phase out the use of hydrochlorofluorocarbons (HCFSs) and will submit it in a couple of months to the UN funding agency.

"China has really taken a good leadership role in phasing out HCFCs," Shende said.

China, Shende said, has realized that the phasing out of HCFCs will be good for ozone layer protection and also will help China improve energy efficiency.

Shende said, however, that it's a tremendous task for China, a major country in the producing and consuming of HCFs, and it has to go ahead with the work in a very systematic way.

Shende launched a toolbox composed of three e-books with the European Commission to help developing countries to make informed decisions about the technologies and policies needed to replace or avoid the use of HCFCs.

HCFCs are chemicals widely used in refrigeration, air-conditioning and in the creation of insulation foam. The chemicals can have global warming potentials up to 2,000 times that of carbon dioxide, the reference gas for climate change.

The Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer was established in 1987 to protect the Earth's ozone layer and China became a signatory of the protocol in 1991.

In 2007, parties to the Montreal Protocol agreed to accelerate the phase out of HCFCs to 2020 for developed countries and 2030 for developing countries.

According to the UNEP, 147 developing countries are currently preparing national plans to phase-out HCFCs in order to comply with their obligations under the Montreal Protocol.

A directive concerning the management of ozone depleting chemicals went into force in China on June 1. The directive aims to accelerate China's efforts in phasing out the use of HCFCs.
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Environmental Expert: Chinese businesses aim for a low-carbon economy

29th July 2010

Chinese entrepreneurs and representatives from major Chinese businesses, including the country's largest real estate company, Vanke, and air conditioning manufacturer Broad Air, gathered today in the UN Pavilion at the Expo 2010 Shanghai to take part in a forum entitled: 'The Nature of Cities- Low Carbon Transformation and Chinese Enterprises'.

Held six months prior to the United Nations Climate Change Conference in Cancún, Mexico, the forum is designed as a platform for green business leaders to discuss ways of reducing carbon emissions in China.

Co-hosted by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the Society of Entrepreneurs and Ecology (SEE), the forum brought together green business leaders, government officials, and specialists on low-carbon transformation. The aim of the forum is to encourage the development of a low-carbon economy driven by Chinese entrepreneurs as well as demonstrating the competitiveness of low-carbon enterprises in China.

SEE, an environmental NGO based in China, was founded in 2004 by over 100 entrepreneurs and initially focused on anti-desertification efforts in northwestern China. It now works with Chinese businesses to promote environmental and social responsibilities.

A central theme of the 'Nature of Cities' forum is the integration of low-carbon technology into Chinese businesses. This would not only provide a boost to China's green economy but also improve bio-diversity in urban environments by reducing carbon emissions.

Chinese businesses are expected to play a leading role in achieving the country's goal for reducing carbon emissions and contributing to global sustainable development.

UNEP and SEE will also announce the 'neutralising' of carbon emissions caused by participants' travel to the forum by purchasing emission quotas from the China Environment and Energy Network. Together with the extensive discussions taking place at the Shanghai forum, it is hoped this small action will spur local businesses into working towards a low-carbon economy in China.
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India Blooms (India): UN environment chief lauds anti-pollution voyage

30th July 2010

The head of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), Achim Steiner, has congratulated the adventurer David de Rothschild and his crew for completing a voyage across the Pacific Ocean in a boat fashioned from recycled plastic bottles to raise awareness about pollution of the seas.
The boat, named the Plastiki, was constructed from 12,500 recycled plastic bottles. It reached Sydney Harbour in Australia recently after a four-month voyage that started from the United States city of San Francisco in March.

“David, you and your shipmates have achieved not only a journey but a milestone in terms of raising global awareness of human-kind's increasingly serious impact on the marine environment,” Steiner, UNEP’s Executive Director, told de Rothschild by video link from UNEP headquarters in Nairobi.

“Through the novel and inspiring design of Plastiki – with its innovative use of recycled materials – to the informative, daily blogs and tremendous media coverage, you have engaged the heads but also the hearts of millions upon millions of people,” Steiner said.

“If collectively we carry on using the seas and oceans as a dustbin, human beings will soon have turned the once beautiful and bountiful marine environment from a crucial life-support system into a lifeless one,” he added.

According to UNEP, more than 13,000 pieces of plastic litter are now floating on every square kilometre of the world’s oceans and some 8 million items of marine litter are thought to enter the oceans and seas every day, about 5 million (63 per cent) of which are solid waste thrown overboard or lost from ships.

An estimated 100,000 turtles and marine mammals, such as dolphins, whales and seals, are killed by plastic marine litter every year around the world, according to the agency.

UNEP research has also shown that more than 2 billion tons of wastewater – a cocktail of sewage, heavy metals, fertilizer, pesticides and other pollutants – are discharged into rivers, estuaries and coastal waters each year. Climate change is also beginning to acidify the seas with real threats to shellfisheries, coral reefs and the food chain.

“If society can begin to turn the tide [of sea pollution] in 2010 and beyond, then I am sure that David and the Plastiki crew will have played their part in helping humanity to chart a new and transformational course towards the low carbon, resource efficient green economy so urgently needed,” Steiner added.

Back to Menu
_________________________________________________________________

KBC (Kenya): Kenya to host 'green economy' conference

29th July 2010

The 12th annual East African Power Industry Convention (EAPIC) conference on opportunities to build power capacity and sustainability will be held in Nairobi between August 31 and September 3 2010.

Speaking at an event in Kigali recently the executive director of the United Nations Environment Programme Achim Steiner said biodiversity, the green economy and sustainability were "not just a matter of dollars and cents" but in many cases, economic principles that needed to be carried across to ministers of finance and trade, economic advisors, local authorities and corporate chiefs. 

He stressed the importance of conveying the potentially devastating effects of current economic models on areas such as climate change or global warming and the inordinate opportunities available through sustainable management of natural resources.

Steiner encouraged countries to see the current environmental landscape as one "riven with challenges, but also opportunities."

"One where countries are in part seizing the initiative and acting to transform part of their development paths via transitions such as the green economy with a common goal of a healthy, productive and well-managed planet that can give everyone the opportunity to flourish under the theme of Many Species, One Planet, One Future," .

The concept of the green economy is one which is driven by ecological economics - addressing the interdependence of humans and the environment and addressing the potentially devastating effects of economic activity on climate change and global warming. 

A green economy includes power generation through renewable sources, job creation and economic growth through environmentally conscious decisions and choices.

East African power generation is mostly dependent on hydro power, yet, given that the region has, for a number of years, been suffering from a lack of adequate rainfall, there is a real concern that the current dependence on hydro power is going to continue resulting in ongoing power shortages. 

There is a real drive by various stakeholders within the East Africa power sector to expand the current energy mix, to include increased use of geothermal and renewable energy. 

There is also a big drive, especially in Kenya, to improve the understanding of both domestic and industrial consumers about the importance of energy efficiency and proper energy management.

EAPIC 2010 will provide practical insight into expanding the energy mix for East Africa, taking into consideration the role that renewable energy, geothermal and traditional generation sources can play in securing the power supply for the region. 

Discussions will focus on fast-tracking interconnection between countries and the vital role that regional power pools play in ensuring stable, quality electricity to commercial, industrial and domestic consumers.
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Relief Web (Switzerland): Solar panels and modernized electric bill payments boost power in Kandahar

29th July 2010

Afghan officials have installed renewable energy and modern technology programmes in southern Afghanistan to ease the way some services are provided and to create job opportunities for young people. 

"We understand and appreciate the value of such projects which are useful for the local communities," District Governor Haji Shah Mohammad said at a launch of 22 solar street lights installed to illuminate the road from the Baba Wali Shrine, a popular picnic spot, to the Arghandab River. 

The project, worth US$ 97,000 and implemented by the Department of Rural Rehabilitation and Development (RRD), was inaugurated last week by district officials, the head of the development shura or consul, tribal elders and community representatives. 

Solar power is considered a useful and cost effective source of energy, generating electricity in an area where there is shortage of dams and other means to produce electricity. 

UN Environment Programme (UNEP) Executive Director Achim Steiner has said the UN agency supports similar projects which provide "clean and renewable energies in developing countries." 

In addition, Kandahar is one of nine provinces nationwide taking part in a pilot project launched by the Ministries of Finance, Power and Energy, Urban Development and Economy to computerize the departments of power and energy. 

"The new system is to facilitate the local population where they will be able to get rid of the old lengthy procedure for delivery of their electricity bills," said Fazal Ahmad, the head of the power and energy department in Kandahar. 

Officials will go door to door to record readings from electricity meters on bi-monthly basis and will deliver bills to households and shops. 

Under the old system, residents and business owners kept track of their own energy use in special notebooks, returning to the departments on a semi-regular basis to pay bills. The process could take up to four months and some people were able to circumvent the system entirely with bribes. 

In addition to reducing administrative pressure, the system is considered a major step towards good-governance in Kandahar. 

"We are happy that a government department is striving seriously to provide computerized services to the people," one resident said. 

Ensuring environmental sustainability is one of the eight Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) that world leaders agreed to reach by 2015. 

With the deadline approaching, UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon will convene a high-level summit in September in New York to try to speed up the progress towards the MDGs. 

President Hamid Karzai of Afghanistan is expected to attend the summit, which coincides with the annual opening of the UN General Assembly.
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TerraCurve (Blog): Meet the next generation of green leaders
29th July 2010

Last week, the three-day Tunza North American (Tunzana) Youth Network Conference (July 23-25) gave seventeen North American teens a chance to show they care about the planet.

Amongst the event’s various hip hop performances, eco-friendly dance floor and dinner aboard a hybrid ferry, young environmental leaders from the United States and Canada showcased their environmental work on a regional and international platform, while also connecting them to UNEP and the global Tunza Network.

The event itself was organized by UNEP’s Regional Office for North America (UNEP RONA) and was hosted at the University of California at Berkeley.

Started in 2003, Tunza (meaning “to treat with care” in Swahili) is made up of networks of young environmentalists from across the world and is part of UNEP’s long-term strategy for engaging young people in environmental activities.

The project is designed to foster a generation of environmentally-conscious citizens and help channel their enthusiasm into positive action – even at the very highest level.

CODE Green

One of the weekend’s events included a presentation by Bonnie Nixon, founder of the CODE Green Agency, on how young people can work with governments and corporations on green issues.

“Engaging young people is crucial to tackling some of today’s most pressing environmental issues, not only in our region but around the world. This conference represents a major step in solidifying UNEP RONA’s youth outreach work,” said Amy Fraenkel, Director of UNEP RONA.

The conference was facilitated by Darian Rodriguez Heyman, current chair of the UN’s Green Tech Summit. Representing UNEP RONA was Elisabeth Guilbaud-Cox, the person responsible for bringing the Tunzana Network to fruition.

In addition to developing a strategy for the Network’s activities in the coming two years, some of the conference’s main highlights included:

· A presentation by 350.org co-founder May Boeve on ‘Using Social Networks to Organize Grassroots Campaigns’ 

· A campus tour around UC Berkeley that showcased sustainable initiatives, as well as some of the school’s major student-run environmental groups 

· A two-hour trip aboard the Hornblower Hybrid ferry, the United States’ first hybrid ferry, which uses energy from solar, wind, grid electric, and Tier 2 diesel generators to power the vessel 

“It’s important to participate in conferences like this because when you engage in a group you feel like part of a family, a network of others who have the same passion and vision for a better world,” said Marisol Becerra, one of Tunzana’s youth network advisors.

The University of California at Berkeley served not only as a picturesque venue, but also as an example of an institution that employs progressive environmental and conservation initiatives.

After the weekend’s inspiring talks, trips and tours, as well as some invaluable networking, it’s hoped that Tunzana’s young members will return hope, ready to take action on the environment in their schools and communities.
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Ecoticias: Culminación del viaje de David Rothschild y su tripulación del Plastiki en Sydney, Australia

29th July 2010

Me gustaría expresar mi admiración y comunicar mis felicitaciones a David de Rothschild y el equipo de valientes de Plastiki por su epopeya, un viaje de alrededor de 8.000 millas náuticas a través del Océano Pacífico.

David, tú y tus compañeros habéis logrado no sólo un viaje sino un hito en términos de aumentar la conciencia mundial sobre el cada vez más grave impacto que la especie humana está teniendo sobre el medio marino.

A través del novedoso e inspirador diseño de Plastiki con su uso innovador de materiales reciclados – además de los blogs informativos diarios y la tremenda cobertura mediática, habéis comprometido e involucrado las conciencias y también los corazones de millones y millones de personas.

El mensaje-de hecho los múltiples mensajes metafóricos contenidos en las 12. 500 botellas de plástico utilizadas como flotabilidad- es simple.

Si colectivamente continuamos usando los mares y océanos como un vertedero, los seres humanos pronto habrán convertido lo que una vez fue el hermoso y abundante ambiente marino de un sistema fundamental de soporte de vida en un ecosistema muerto.

El PNUMA, a solicitud de los gobiernos, ha estado analizando y llevando a cabo la compilación de la aceleración del cambio y la degradación.

* Más de 13.000 piezas de basura plástica flotan ahora en cada kilómetro cuadrado de los océanos del mundo

* Unos 8 millones de artículos de desechos marinos se cree que entran en los océanos y los mares todos los días, alrededor de 5 millones (63 por ciento) de los cuales son los residuos sólidos arrojados por la borda o pérdidas de los buques

* 100.000 tortugas y mamíferos marinos, como los delfines, las ballenas y las focas, son asesinados cada año en todo el mundo por los desechos marinos de plástico

* Más de dos mil millones de toneladas de aguas servidas, un cóctel de aguas residuales, metales pesados, fertilizantes, pesticidas y otros contaminantes, se vierten en ríos, estuarios y aguas costeras al año

* Una estimación de unas 200 'zonas muertas' temporal o permanentemente desoxigenadas existen ahora en los mares y océanos del mundo como resultado

* Tres cuartas partes de las pesquerías marinas son explotadas hasta o más allá de su capacidad máxima

* Aproximadamente una quinta parte de todos los manglares-naturales que actúan como defensas costeras del mar y viveros de peces-se han perdido desde la década de 1980

* El cambio climático está empezando a acidificar los océanos con amenazas reales a la cría de marisco, los arrecifes de coral y la cadena alimentaria

Sin embargo, el papel del PNUMA es también destacar y proponer acciones y políticas que pueden devolver el rumbo a este buque.

Ciertamente, no es todo pesimismo, algunos países y regiones han comenzado a responder con una gestión más inteligente incluyendo el cálculo del coste real de los daños y el valor real de estos bienes naturales y basados en la naturaleza.

El reto y la oportunidad es acelerar ahora estas respuestas en términos de velocidad y escala de reducción gradual y la eliminación permanente de las subvenciones perversas que promueven la pesca excesiva para pasar a la introducción de mecanismos inteligentes de mercado que favorezcan el reciclado de materiales sobre su descarte.

Los seres humanos evolucionaron a partir del medio marino: es hora de que se desarrolle una actitud diferente con respecto al lugar de dónde venimos.

Deshacerse de los residuos mediante el vertido y el bombeo de ellos en el mar puede beneficiar los bolsillos de algunos, pero en última instancia solo provocará un mayor empobrecimiento de todos nosotros.

Si la sociedad puede empezar a cambiar el rumbo en 2010 y a futuro, entonces estoy seguro de que David y la tripulación Plastiki han desempeñado su papel en ayudar a la humanidad a encaminarse a un nuevo rumbo de transformación hacia la baja emisión de carbono y una economía verde eficiente en el uso de recursos que necesitamos con urgencia.

Y lo que es tan evidentemente posible en el mundo del siglo 21 con todos los recursos científicos, tecnológicos, financieros y sobre todo-como Plastiki ha puesto de manifiesto- los recursos humanos y la creatividad necesaria para catalizar la sostenibilidad en los mares, en la tierra y, de hecho en el aire.
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Diario Digital Nuestro País (Costa Rica): Denuncian que ley abre zona selvática en frontera Panamá-Colombia
30th July 2010

Dirigentes ambientalistas panameños denunciaron hoy que la controvertida Ley 30, cuyo contenido modifica tres códigos y seis legislaciones en Panamá, favorece la apertura del Tapón del Darién, una zona selvática en la frontera con Colombia, tal como pretende el gobierno de Bogotá.

En una reunión con corresponsales de prensa extranjera, la directora ejecutiva de la Fundación ANCON, Alida Spadafora, estimó que la polémica legislación, rechazada por la sociedad civil en este país, viene "como anillo al dedo" a los planes de penetración humana en las selvas tropicales limítrofes con Colombia.

La Ley 30 eliminó en Panamá el requisito de aplicación de una evaluación ambiental completa, que incluye un Estudio de Impacto Ambiental (EIA), una consulta pública ciudadana, la aprobación del proyecto y un Plan de Mitigación y Manejo Ambiental (PAMA).

Spadafora adujo que el hecho se produjo en forma coincidente con las conversaciones oficiales en Colombia y Panamá para concluir la carretera Panamericana, que uniría a Centroamérica y Sudamérica. Al respecto, advirtió que el presidente colombiano, Álvaro Uribe, ha insistido que ese proyecto sea concretado en breve plazo

La ambientalista consideró "preocupante" que el presidente panameño, Ricardo Martinelli, se oponga a la derogación de la Ley 30 y, en cambio, comparta con su colega colombiano electo, Juan Manuel Santos, la idea de analizar la apertura del Tapón del Darién, pese al "grave riesgo" de penetrar una región rica en biodiversidad.

"Estamos cayendo en los umbrales de un crecimiento crítico", que reclama la acción de los ambientalistas, sostuvo Spadafora.

El Tapón del Darién, donde existe una Reserva de la Biésfera, incluye a la provincia del Darién, las comarcas indígenas de Kuna Yala, Madugandí, Wargandí, Emberá-Wounaan, los distritos de Chimán y este de Chepo, en Panamá, y el norte de los departamentos del Chocó y Antioquia, al oeste del Golfo de Urabá, en Colombia.

Spadafora recalcó que durante años, las selvas y pantanos en esa apartada región han sido una barrera natural para evitar el ingreso de la fiebre aftosa del ganado a Centroamérica y la inmigración descontrolada de sudamericanos indocumentados que se dirigen a Estados Unidos en busca de oportunidades laborales.

Añadió que la destrucción de selvas y refugios de vida silvestre está implícita en la propuesta de concluir el último tramo terrestre de 87 kilómetros de la Carretera Panamericana, que conectaría a Alaska, en Norteamérica, con la Tierra del Fuego, en Sudamérica, y provocaría el flujo masivo de personas, vehículos y maquinarias.

Jessica Young, directora de Incidencia Ambiental de la Fundación MarViva, dijo que las organizaciones de la sociedad civil exigen a la Asamblea Nacional (Parlamento) la derogación de tres artículos de la Ley 30, y para ello han elaborado un anteproyecto inspirado en la restitución de antiguos artículos de la reformada ley ambiental.

Young consideró que la Ley 30, concebida inicialmente como una propuesta para el desarrollo de la aviación comercial, se convirtió en un elemento "traumático" que ha cambiado las reglas de juego, y apunta a dar "carta abierta" a las multinacionales mineras, de energía y madereras en este país.

Subrayó que en materia ambiental debe ser respetado el "principio de no regresión" y la salvaguarda en los temas ecológicos previstos en los Tratados de Libre Comercio (TLC), como ha reconocido la Organización Mundial del Comercio (OMC).

A su vez, Rosabel Miró, dirigente de la Sociedad Audubón Panamá, señaló que los grupos ecologistas remitieron cartas al Programa Nacional de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA), el Banco Interamericano de Desarrollo (AID) y el Banco Mundial, para solicitar su intervención en las políticas ambientales en este país.

Miró abogó por el fortalecimiento de la labor de la Autoridad Nacional del Ambiente (ANAM) y aclaró a la población que los estudios de categoría II y III no pueden ser sustituidos por las guías para los proyectos de bajo impacto, como pretende el gobierno panameño.
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Terra (Argentina): MINISTROS DE AMBIENTE DEBATEN AGENDA EN BUENOS AIRES

29th July 2010

Una vasta agenda, que incluye al cambio climático y los preparativos para la Conferencia de las Partes (COP) 16 que se realizará a fin de año en Cancún, será analizada mañana por los ministros de Ambiente del Mercosur más los países asociados, informó hoy la secretaría de Ambiente y Desarrollo Sustentable.

La XI Reunión de Ministros de Medio Ambiente del MERCOSUR y Estados Asociados, será abierta mañana a las 9 horas por el titular del área, Homero Bibiloni en el Salón Luís Alberto de un hotel ubicado en Bolívar 120.

Además del cambio climático, las autoridades evaluarán el informe de la reunión en mayo pasado entre América Latina y el Caribe y la Unión Europea (ALC-UE) realizada en Madrid y los desafíos de la región camino a Cancún en noviembre y diciembre de este año.

También habrá un intercambio de opiniones y perspectivas sobre sinergias (unión de fuerzas para mayor efectividad) en el marco de los Acuerdos Multilaterales sobre el Medio Ambiente (AMUMAs).

Se presentará la Propuesta Río + 20, a cargo de Brasil, y el informe sobre estado de las negociaciones en el Buró de la Convención de Naciones Unidas de Lucha contra la Desertificación.

También se tratará acerca de los nuevos roles de las agencias implementadoras y se presentará una propuesta y el Plan de cooperación bianual entre el MERCOSUR y el Plan de Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA).

La delegación local, que cuenta en 2010 con la Presidencia Pro Témpore, estará encabezada por el titular de la cartera ambiental nacional, mientras que por Brasil participará el vice-ministro José Machado; por el Paraguay estará presente el ministro del área, Oscar Rivas y Uruguay tendrá como representantes al vice ministro de Vivienda, Ordenamiento Territorial y Medio Ambiente, Jorge Patrone.

En el encuentro estará también María Udaeta, ministra de Medio Ambiente y Agua del Estado Plurinacional de Bolivia y por Chile, un miembro de la Embajada a confirmar.
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China Radio International: UNO würdigt Chinas Bemühungen um Schutz der Ozonschicht
30th July 2010

China hat bei der Einschränkung von Ozonschicht schädigenden Chemikalien eine leitende Rolle gespielt, lobte der Leiter des Ozon-Sekretariats des UN-Umweltprogramms (UNEP), Rajendra Shende, am Donnerstag in Brüssel. 

Weiter meinte Rajendra Shende in einem Interview, die von China erlassene staatliche Strategie zur Verminderung schädlicher Chemikalien sei nicht nur für die Begegnung des Klimawandels förderlich. Auch die wirtschaftliche Entwicklung des Landes könne davon profitieren.
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Branchez-vous Science (France): Le Plastiki termine sa traverse du pacifique: le PNUE salue le projet

29th July 2010

Le Directeur du Programme des Nations Unies pour l'environnement (PNUE), Achim Steiner, a tenu à saluer plus tôt cette semaine la conclusion positive d'une expédition réalisée par un catamaran fait de matériaux recyclés.

Le directeur du PNUE a en effet félicité David de Rothschild et l'équipage du Plastiki pour avoir traversé l'océan Pacifique à bord du catamaran fabriqué notamment de 12 500 bouteilles en plastique.

«David, vous et votre équipage avez atteint une étape importante en terme de sensibilisation mondiale sur l'impact de l'espèce humaine sur l'environnement marin», a déclaré Achim Steiner.

«Si collectivement nous continuons à utiliser les mers et les océans comme une poubelle, les êtres humains vont bientôt avoir transformé une fois pour toute l'environnement marin, le plus beau et le plus généreux des lieux pour la vie en un endroit sans vie» a ajouté le directeur du PNUE.

Selon le PNUE, plus de 13 000 morceaux de plastique flottent sur chaque kilomètre carré des océans de la planète. Environ 8 millions de détritus de plastique sont rejetés dans les océans et les mers quotidiennement, dont 5 millions proviennent des navires.

«Tout n'est pas perdu et sinistre. Quelques régions et pays commencent à répondre avec plus d'intelligence à la question de la gestion de ces problèmes. Le défi et l'opportunité sont maintenant d'accélérer ces réponses en termes de vitesse et d'échelle» a souligné Achim Steiner.

Le catamaran, baptisé Plastiki, a fait son entrée lundi dans le port de Sydney, en Australie, après quatre mois en mer. L'équipage était parti de San Francisco, aux États-Unis, en mars dernier. Le périple a finalement été d'environ 15 000 kilomètres. 

Des images de l'arrivée à Sydney sont disponibles sur le site Internet officiel du Plastiki. 

L'équipage de six hommes, mené par l'environnementaliste David de Rothschild, a voulu par cette expérience conscientiser la population sur les dangers environnementaux liés aux contenants de plastique, notamment ceux qui se retrouvent dans les océans. D'ailleurs, le navire a traversé «l'île de plastique», cet amas formé de débris de plastique continuellement en changement et qui aurait environ cinq fois la taille du Royaume-Uni. 

Le phénomène grossit à chaque année et se trouverait actuellement entre la Californie et Hawaï.

La semaine dernière, l'équipage s'est confié sur les leçons apprises pendant le voyage.
La double-coque du catamaran est formée des bouteilles de plastique, qui sont fixées les unes aux autres avec de la colle organique, entre autres. Il est complété par des matériaux recyclés. L'embarcation n'a utilisé que de l'énergie renouvelable, qui provient du soleil, du vent ou de la part de turbines marines.
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Other Environment News
Reuters: U.N. ends Kyoto CO2 offset drought ahead of key meeting
29th July 2010

The United Nations' climate secretariat on Thursday issued 228,400 Kyoto Protocol carbon offsets to three Asian clean energy projects, ending a two-week issuance drought but failing to reassure concerned investors.

The offsets, called Certified Emissions Reductions, were given to two Chinese wind farms and an Indian biomass facility, and represented the largest daily issuance since June 16.

Under Kyoto's Clean Development Mechanism scheme, investors can fund cuts in greenhouse gas emissions in emerging economies, and in return receive CERs from the UN which can be used toward emissions targets or sold for profit.

The drop in CER issuances is one item which is likely to be discussed at a meeting of the CDM's executive board this week.

"It's taking longer to get CERs, so that delays project developer revenues and makes them harder to predict," said Niels von Zweigbergk, CEO of Tricorona, a Swedish-based developer which was recently bought by Britain's Barclays bank.

The UN last issued CERs on July 15, giving 136,200 to three projects in China, Colombia and Morocco.

Only 364,600 CERs, worth 2.7 million euros ($3.53 million) at market rates, have been distributed in July, a sharp drop from 3.4 million doled out in June and 10.5 million in May.

The flow of CERs has slowed this month due to the phase-in of new procedures to streamline offset issuances and limit waiting times at the CDM, a UN spokesman told Point Carbon News on July 13.

"We've not yet seen any improvements to the issuance process from these new procedures," von Zweigbergk added.

Point Carbon also reported that the CDM faced support staffing problems with some 75 roles left unfilled, including 24 vacancies dating back to 2009.

HFC DECISION ON FRIDAY

Although a UN website shows a number of large issuances may be coming soon, analysts predict the CER flow could remain starved if the CDM's executive board decides at its meeting to review the scheme's most lucrative projects, refrigerant gas plants that destroy a waste gas called HFC.

These projects account for half of all CERs issued to date.

The investigation was sparked when two green groups earlier this year made a submission to the board saying these projects were intentionally increasing their production solely to incinerate the extra HFC and collect offsets.

The CDM's 10-member board is expected to rule on the proposal on Friday, though some observers predict it could escalate the final decision to a UN climate summit in Mexico in November.

A blocking minority of three board members would be enough to prevent a formal review, sources close to the process said.
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Reuters: Ten key indicators show global warming "undeniable"
29th July 2010

Melting glaciers, more humid air and eight other key indicators show that global warming is undeniable, scientists said on Wednesday, citing a new comprehensive review of the last decade of climate data.

Without addressing why this is happening, the researchers said there was no doubt that every decade on Earth since the 1980s has been hotter than the previous one, and that the planet has been warming for the last half-century.

This confirms the findings of the U.N. Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, which reported in 2007 with 90 percent certainty that climate change is occurring. The IPCC also said that human activities contribute to this phenomenon.

The new report was released after U.S. Senate Democrats delayed any possible legislation to curb climate change until September at the earliest. Prospects for U.S. climate change legislation this year are considered slim.

Released by the U.S. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration as "The 2009 State of the Climate Report," the new report draws on the work of 303 scientists from 48 countries, including data from last year.

The 10 key planet-wide indicators of a warming climate identified by the report are:

-- Higher temperatures over land

-- Higher temperatures over oceans

-- Higher ocean heat content

-- Higher near-surface air temperatures (temperatures in the troposphere, where Earth's weather occurs)

-- Higher humidity

-- Higher sea surface temperatures

-- Higher sea levels

-- Less sea ice

-- Less snow cover

-- Shrinking glaciers

The seven indicators expected to rise in a warming world rose over the last decade, the report said; the three indicators expected to decline did so over that same period.

With an almost daily flood of data on climate change, Peter Thorne of the Cooperative Institute for Climate and Satellites in Asheville, North Carolina, saw the need for a comprehensive look at the information to pick the most obvious signs of planetary warming.

"These are indicators from the top of the atmosphere to the bottom of the ocean that we would expect to be changing in a warming world," Thorne said at a telephone briefing for reporters.

"Each indicator is changing as we would expect if the world truly were warming," he said. "Not a single analysis disagrees that the global climate is changing. The bottom line conclusion that the world's been warming is simply undeniable."

The entire report can be seen online here

The report is being published in the Bulletin of the American Meteorological Society.
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Time (US): BP Oil Spill: Has Environmental Damage Been Exaggerated?

30th July 2010

President Obama has called the BP oil spill "the worst environmental disaster America has ever faced," and so has just about everyone else. Green groups are sounding alarms about the "catastrophe along the Gulf Coast," while CBS, Fox and MSNBC are all slapping "Disaster in the Gulf" chyrons on their spill-related news. Even BP fall guy Tony Hayward, after some early happy talk, admitted that the spill was an "environmental catastrophe." The obnoxious anti-environmentalist Rush Limbaugh has been a rare voice arguing that the spill - he calls it "the leak" - is anything less than an ecological calamity, scoffing at the avalanche of end-is-nigh eco-hype. 

Well, Limbaugh has a point. The Deepwater Horizon explosion was an awful tragedy for the 11 workers who died on the rig, and it's no leak; it's the biggest oil spill in U.S. history. It's also inflicting serious economic and psychological damage on coastal communities that depend on tourism, fishing and drilling. But so far - while it's important to acknowledge that the long-term potential danger is simply unknowable for an underwater event that took place just three months ago - it does not seem to be inflicting severe environmental damage. "The impacts have been much, much less than everyone feared," says geochemist Jacqueline Michel, a federal contractor who is coordinating shoreline assessments in Louisiana. (See pictures of the Gulf oil spill.)

Yes, the spill killed birds - but so far, less than 1% of the number killed by the Exxon Valdez spill in Alaska 21 years ago. Yes, we've heard horror stories about oiled dolphins - but so far, wildlife-response teams have collected only three visibly oiled carcasses of mammals. Yes, the spill prompted harsh restrictions on fishing and shrimping, but so far, the region's fish and shrimp have tested clean, and the restrictions are gradually being lifted. And yes, scientists have warned that the oil could accelerate the destruction of Louisiana's disintegrating coastal marshes - a real slow-motion ecological calamity - but so far, assessment teams have found only about 350 acres of oiled marshes, when Louisiana was already losing about 15,000 acres of wetlands every year. (Comment on this story.)

The disappearance of more than 2,000 sq. mi. of coastal Louisiana over the past century has been a true national tragedy, ravaging a unique wilderness, threatening the bayou way of life and leaving communities like New Orleans extremely vulnerable to hurricanes from the Gulf. And while much of the erosion has been caused by the re-engineering of the Mississippi River - which no longer deposits much sediment at the bottom of its Delta - quite a bit has been caused by the oil and gas industry, which gouged 8,000 miles of canals and pipelines through coastal wetlands. But the spill isn't making that problem much worse. Coastal scientist Paul Kemp, a former Louisiana State University professor who is now a National Audubon Society vice president, compares the impact of the spill on the vanishing marshes to "a sunburn on a cancer patient." (See TIME's interactive graphic "100 Days of the BP Spill.")

Marine scientist Ivor van Heerden, another former LSU prof, who's working for a spill-response contractor, says, "There's just no data to suggest this is an environmental disaster. I have no interest in making BP look good - I think they lied about the size of the spill - but we're not seeing catastrophic impacts." Van Heerden, like just about everyone else working in the Gulf these days, is being paid from BP's spill-response funds. "There's a lot of hype, but no evidence to justify it." 

The scientists I spoke with cite four basic reasons the initial eco-fears seem overblown. First, the Deepwater oil, unlike the black glop from the Valdez, is unusually light and degradable, which is why the slick in the Gulf is dissolving surprisingly rapidly now that the gusher has been capped. Second, the Gulf of Mexico, unlike Alaska's Prince William Sound, is very warm, which has helped bacteria break down the oil. Third, heavy flows of Mississippi River water have helped keep the oil away from the coast, where it can do much more damage. And finally, Mother Nature can be incredibly resilient. Van Heerden's assessment team showed me around Casse-tete Island in Timbalier Bay, where new shoots of Spartina grasses were sprouting in oiled marshes and new leaves were growing on the first black mangroves I've ever seen that were actually black. "It comes back fast, doesn't it?" van Heerden said. (See 12 people to blame for the Gulf oil spill.)

Van Heerden is controversial in Louisiana, so I should mention that this isn't the first time he and Kemp have helped convince me that the conventional wisdom about a big story was wrong. Shortly after Hurricane Katrina, when the Army Corps of Engineers was still insisting that a gigantic surge had overwhelmed its levees, they gave me a tour that debunked the prevailing narrative, demonstrating that most of the breached flood walls in New Orleans showed no signs of overtopping. Eventually, the Corps admitted that van Heerden and Kemp were right, that the surge in New Orleans was not so gigantic and that engineering failures had indeed drowned the city. But there was still a lot of resentment down here of van Heerden and his big mouth, especially after he wrote an I-told-you-so book about Katrina. He made powerful enemies at LSU, lost his faculty job, and is now suing the university. Meanwhile, he's been trashed locally as a BP shill ever since he downplayed the spill in a video on BP's website.

But van Heerden and Kemp were right about Katrina, and when it comes to BP, they're sticking to the evidence gathered by the spill-response teams - which all include a state and federal representative as well as a BP contractor. So far, the teams have collected nearly 3,000 dead birds, but fewer than half of them were visibly oiled; some may have died from eating oil-contaminated food, but others may have simply died naturally at a time when the Gulf happened to be crawling with carcass seekers. In any case, the Valdez may have killed as many as 435,000 birds. The teams have found 492 dead sea turtles, which is unfortunate, but only 17 were visibly oiled; otherwise, they have found only one other dead reptile in the entire Gulf. "We can't speak to the long-term impacts, but Ivor is just saying what all of us are seeing," says Amy Holman, a National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) director for Alaska who is working on van Heerden's assessment team in the Gulf. 

The shoreline teams have documented more than 600 miles of oiled beaches and marshes, but the beaches are fairly easy to clean, and the beleaguered marshes don't seem to be suffering much additional damage. Oil has blackened the fringes of the marshes, but most of it stayed within a few feet of the edge; waves from a recent tropical storm did carry more oil a few meters inland, but very little of it infiltrated the wetland soils that determine the health of the marsh. (See the world's top 10 environmental disasters.)

LSU coastal scientist Eugene Turner has dedicated much of his career to documenting how the oil industry has ravaged Louisiana's coast with canals and pipelines, but he says the BP spill will be a comparative blip and predicts that the oil will destroy fewer marshes than the airboats deployed to clean up the oil. "We don't want to deny that there's some damage, but nothing like the damage we've seen for years," he says. 

It's true that oil spills can create long-term problems; in Alaska, for example, shorebirds that ate Exxon-tainted mussels have had diminished reproductive success, and herring fisheries have yet to fully recover. The potential long-term damage that underwater oil plumes and an unprecedented amount of chemical dispersants that BP has spread in the area could have on the region's deep-water ecosystems and food chains might not be known for years. Some scientists worry that the swarms of oil-eating bacteria will lower dissolved oxygen levels; there has been early evidence of modest reductions, though nothing approaching the dead zone that was already proliferating in the Gulf because of agricultural runoff in the Mississippi River basin. "People always fear the worst in a spill, and this one was especially scary because we didn't know when it would stop," says Michel, an environmental consultant who has worked spills for NOAA for more than 30 years. "But the public always overestimates the danger - and this time, those of us in the spill business did too." (Watch TIME's video "Portraits from the Oil Spill.")

It's easy to overstate the policy implications of this optimistic news. BP still needs to clean up its mess; federal regulation of deep-water drilling still needs to be strengthened; we still need to use fewer fossil fuels that warm the planet; we still don't need to use more corn ethanol (which is actually dirtier than gasoline). The push to exploit the spill to gain a comprehensive energy and climate bill in Congress has already stalled anyway - even though the planet still needs one. 

The good news does suggest the folly of Louisiana Governor Bobby Jindal's $350 million plan to build sand berms and rock jetties to protect marshes and barrier islands from oil. Some of the berms are already washing into the Gulf, and scientists agree that oil is the least of the problems facing Louisiana's coast, which had already lost more than 2,000 sq. mi. of wetlands before the spill. "Imagine how much real restoration we could do with all that money," van Heerden says. (See pictures of people protesting against BP.)

Anti-oil politicians, anti-Obama politicians and underfunded green groups all have obvious incentives to accentuate the negative in the Gulf. So do the media, because disasters drive ratings and sell magazines; those oil-soaked pelicans you saw on TV (and the cover of TIME) were a lot more compelling than the healthy ones I saw roosting on a protective boom in Bay Jimmy. Even Limbaugh, when he wasn't downplaying the spill, outrageously hyped it as "Obama's Katrina." But honest scientists don't do that, even when they work for Audubon. 

"There are a lot of alarmists in the bird world," Kemp says. "People see oiled pelicans and they go crazy. But this has been a disaster for people, not biota."
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AFP: Million dollar contest launched in US to clean oil spill
29th July 2010

A US foundation that helped launch private spaceflight Thursday turned its gaze and pocketbook towards Earth, unveiling a 1.4-million-dollar contest to find new ways to clean up oil spills.

The year-long Wendy Schmidt Oil Cleanup X Challenge, named for the wife of Google chairman Eric Schmidt who put up the 1.4-million-dollar purse and the X Prize Foundation which is organizing the competition, kicks off Sunday.

Frustrated at watching "the messy, uncoordinated" attempts to mop up oil from the massive BP leak in the Gulf of Mexico using outdated technology, the contest aims to inspire new ways to clean up future spills, Schmidt said.

"With nearly 4,000 active drilling platforms in the Gulf alone, and more than 10,000 oil platforms across the globe and millions of barrels of oil being transported every day by tankers, it's not a question of 'if' there is another spill but 'when,'" she added.

She argued that "we need to come up with better ways to respond quickly and to minimize the harm we are causing to marine life, coastal wetlands and beaches, and to our livelihoods."

Teams will submit a blueprint for spill-fighting technology online on the website of the X Prize Foundation (xprize.org).

The foundation has run other "incentive competitions" with multi-million-dollar purses, including one in 2004 that saw Burt Rutan build and fly a private vehicle into space.

A panel of experts will evaluate the entries for feasibility, cost, how well they lend themselves to large scale deployment, efficiency and eco-friendliness among other criteria, and the field will be whittled down by mid-2011 to a few teams of finalists.

Those teams will put their inventions to the test in a head-to-head competition at the National Oil Spill Response Research and Renewable Energy Test Facility in New Jersey.

The teams will have to clean up oil-tainted water, and the winners will get at least one million dollars. Runners-up and third place teams will earn 300,000 and 100,000 dollars respectively.

X Prize Foundation chairman Peter Diamandis expects hundreds of entries to the competition which aims to "spur small teams with big ideas to solve big challenges."

Other X Prize competitions currently under way include one to land a robot on the moon, one to build a safe, affordable car that gets at least 100 miles per gallon and another to sequence 100 human genomes in 10 days.
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LA Times (US): Oil spill waste raises concerns in the gulf

30th July 2010

BP has hauled more than 35,000 tons of solid waste to regional landfills. But one Mississippi county, worried about safety, has stopped it.

Even though BP's busted well has stopped spewing oil, the disaster is still generating tons of soiled boom and other oily waste that federal and state laws allow to be buried at specially designated dumps, some near residential neighborhoods.

Officials in one Mississippi area, however, raised concerns about the magnitude and safety of the oil spill waste being buried nearby. On Thursday, Harrison County officials blocked it from being dumped in their community — potentially opening the door for others in the region to do the same.

County supervisors voted in June to stop BP from dumping waste at subcontractor Waste Management Inc.'s Pecan Grove landfill in Pass Christian, Miss. When Waste Management balked, the county board commissioned independent testing of the waste and subpoenaed the company's test results that reportedly showed it was not hazardous.

But rather than prolong the dispute, BP and Waste Management decided to stop dumping at Pecan Grove. The county, however, has continued with its waste testing and results are pending, said Tim Holleman, the county board's attorney.

"Ultimately, I think people will raise the same issue elsewhere," Holleman said.

A BP spokesman confirmed the agreement but defended the company's waste management plan.

"This is industrial waste, and it's suitable for industrial landfills," said BP spokesman Mark Proegler. "If the localities have concerns about that, we're certainly willing to talk with them."

Spill waste is hauled from beaches and the ocean to more than 50 regional storage sites in all four gulf states, where it is packaged for shipment to recyclers, liquid waste processors and landfills. So far the spill has generated about 35,600 tons of solid waste.

In Louisiana, the formerly abandoned Grand Isle Shipyard has been transformed into a waste storage site, where about 150 workers pump oil from skimmer boats into storage tanks. More than 7.7 million gallons of oily liquid waste have been collected. At the docks, workers dump plastic bags of oily debris into dozens of dumpsters.

The sprawling operation is indicative of the cleanup industry that has grown out of the nation's worst oil spill disaster. The now-capped well was spewing as many as 60,000 barrels of oil a day since the April 20 explosion of the Deepwater Horizon oil rig.

"Typically with a spill you'd have a bell-shaped curve where you deploy the boom, recover it and go home," said Joe Kramer, project manager with BP subcontractor Miller Environmental Services Inc. "It's more of an ongoing operation here."

Waste samples are tested at storage sites by BP subcontractors to ensure they are, by law, nonhazardous. Much oil industry waste is not considered hazardous under a 1980 exemption carved out of the federal law.

Oil waste can be dumped in industrial-graded landfills, which are more strictly monitored than municipal dumps but not as isolated or restricted as hazardous waste sites.

"These are the type of facilities you want this waste to go to," said Sam Phillips, solid waste permits administrator for the Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality. "If something goes wrong, there are things we can do to prevent it from getting into a drinking-water aquifer."

Members of the Gulf Coast congressional delegation said they intended to hold BP accountable for the health and safety of communities where spill waste was dumped.

"Gulf Coast residents have a right to be concerned about the waste placed in their landfills, and BP and its agents should do everything they can to work with local officials to address these concerns," said Sen. Thad Cochran (R-Miss.) after a trip to spill-affected areas this month.

Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Lisa Jackson said tests by BP and her agency had shown that oil spill waste was not hazardous.

"The constituents of most of it are industrial waste, not hazardous, man-made chemicals, and it's testing that way," said Jackson, a chemical engineer by training. To reassure residents, Jackson ordered more EPA testing last month and required BP to release more information about waste testing, tracking and disposal.

But many gulf residents still worry.

"Anything that's man-made can fail," Harrison County Supervisor Marlin Ladner, a Mississippi lawmaker, said of the landfills. "The rig shows us that."
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New York Times: Gulf of Mexico Has Long Been a Sink of Pollution
29th July 2010

Loulan Pitre Sr. was born on the Gulf Coast in 1921, the son of an oysterman. Nearly all his life, he worked on the water, abiding by the widely shared faith that the resources of the Gulf of Mexico were limitless.
As a young Marine staff sergeant, back home after fighting in the South Pacific, he stood on barges in the gulf and watched as surplus mines, bombs and ammunition were pushed over the side. 

He helped build the gulf’s very first offshore oil drilling platforms in the late 1940s, installing bolts on perilously high perches over the water. He worked on a shrimp boat, and later as the captain of a service boat for drilling platforms. 

The gulf has changed, Mr. Pitre said: “I think it’s too far gone to salvage.” 

The BP oil spill has sent millions of barrels gushing into the Gulf of Mexico, focusing international attention on America’s third coast and prompting questions about whether it will ever fully recover from the spill. 

Now that the oil on the surface appears to be dissipating, the notion of a recovery from the spill, repeated by politicians, strikes some here as short-sighted. The gulf had been suffering for decades before the explosion of the Deepwater Horizon rig on April 20. 

“There’s a tremendous amount of outrage with the oil spill, and rightfully so,” said Felicia Coleman, director of Florida State University’s Coastal and Marine Laboratory. “But where’s the outrage at the thousands and millions of little cuts we’ve made on a daily basis?” 

The gulf is one of the most diverse ecosystems in the hemisphere, a stopping point for migratory birds from South America to the Arctic, home to abundant wildlife and natural resources. 

But like no other American body of water, the gulf bears the environmental consequences of the country’s economic pursuits and appetites, including oil and corn. 

There are around 4,000 offshore oil and gas platforms and tens of thousands of miles of pipeline in the central and western Gulf of Mexico, where 90 percent of the country’s offshore drilling takes place. 

At least half a million barrels of oil and drilling fluids had been spilled offshore before the gusher that began after the April 20 explosion, according to government records. 

Much more than that has been spilled from pipelines, vessel traffic and wells in state waters — including hundreds of spills in Louisiana alone — records show, some of it since April 20. 

Runoff and waste from cornfields, sewage plants, golf courses and oil-stained parking lots drain into the Mississippi River from vast swaths of the United States, and then flow down to the gulf, creating a zone of lifeless water the size of Lake Ontario just off the coast of Louisiana. 

The gulf’s floor is littered with bombs, chemical weapons and other ordnance dumped in the middle of last century, even in areas busy with drilling, and miles outside of designated dumping zones, according to experts who work on deepwater hazard surveys. 

The likelihood of an accident is low, experts said, but they added that federal hazard mitigation requirements are not strong enough to guarantee the safety of drillers working in the gulf. 

Even the coast itself — overdeveloped, strip-mined and battered by storms — is falling apart. The wildlife-rich coastal wetlands of Louisiana, sliced up and drastically engineered for oil and gas exploration, shipping and flood control, have lost an area larger than Delaware since 1930. 

“This has been the nation’s sacrifice zone, and has been for 50-plus years,” said Aaron Viles, campaign director for the Gulf Restoration Network, a nonprofit group. “What we’re seeing right now with BP’s crude is just a very photogenic representation of that.” 

History of Neglect 

All along the coast, people speak of a lack of regulatory commitment and investment in scientific research on the gulf by state and federal lawmakers. 

They note, for example, that over the last decade, the Environmental Protection Agency’s financing for the Chesapeake Bay Program, a regional and federal partnership, was nearly five times the amount for a similar Gulf of Mexico program, and a Great Lakes program was given more than four times as much. 

“The funding had never been equivalent to other great water bodies,” said Lisa Jackson, the administrator for the Environmental Protection Agency. “That’s absolutely true. But it’s also absolutely true that this administration changed that long before the spill.” 

While the Gulf of Mexico program financing remains at roughly the same levels, Ms. Jackson pointed to other programs to address gulf health that have been created and received tens of millions of dollars in the last two years. 

On July 19, the Obama administration announced the recommendations of the Interagency Ocean Policy Task Force, a committee created in 2009 to coordinate governance over the country’s major bodies of water. 

The White House also announced the creation of a gulf restoration road map before the spill to address the long-term problems on the Louisiana and Mississippi coasts.
The details of some of these federal plans remain vague, and the financing is viewed as just a start, but they have raised hopes of a more effective federal approach to the gulf’s problems — an approach that has long been missing, say scientists, lawyers and environmental advocates here.
Rest of article at: http://www.nytimes.com/2010/07/30/us/30gulf.html?pagewanted=2&_r=1&ref=earth
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Guardian (UK): Greenpeace exposes Indonesian palm oil firm's 'broken' rainforest pledge
29th July 2010

Greenpeace said today it had fresh evidence that palm oil firms linked to Indonesian agribusiness giant Sinar Mas have bulldozed rainforest and destroyed endangered orang-utan habitats in Kalimantan.

The charges were denied by palm oil firm PT SMART Tbk, part of Sinar Mas, which has already said it would stop clearing critical forests.

The accusations, levelled by Greenpeace in a new report, are the latest chapter in a long and bitter dispute between the conservationists and a key player in one of Indonesia's biggest industries, palm oil.

The high-stakes battle has already led to top palm oil-buyers Unilever and Nestle dropping PT SMART as a supplier. Earlier this month, HSBC sold its shares in Sinar Mas.

Industry giant Cargill today reiterated that it may also delist the Indonesian producer if the allegations of wrongdoing are borne out in an audit due to be released next month.

It also has implications for Indonesia, which competes fiercely with neighbouring Malaysia for dominance of the lucrative palm oil market, and which is also under intense international pressure to curb deforestation, seen as fuelling dangerous climate change.

President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono has promised to cut greenhouse gas emissions by 2020 by as much as 41% from business-as-usual levels, and agreed to a moratorium starting in 2011 on issuance of new permits to clear primary forest.

The ban is part of a $1bn climate deal signed with Norway earlier this year.

SMART has already promised to stop clearing high conservation value (HCV) forests, which refers to forests that shelter endangered species or provide valuable natural services such as trapping climate-warming greenhouse gases.

It said it will publish an audit of its operations on 10 August.

SMART manages Indonesian palm oil firms PT Agro Lestari Mandiri (ALM) and PT Bangun Nusa Mandiri (BNM). The parent company for SMART, ALM and BNM is Singapore-listed Golden Agri-Resources, which is part-owned and led by the Widjaja family that controls Sinar Mas.

Greenpeace said in a report released on Thursday that aerial photographs taken in July by their own photographers, as well as by a Reuters photographer, showed that ALM was still clearing carbon-rich peatland forests in Ketapang district, in Indonesia's West Kalimantan province.

"What we found was that, despite their commitment, high carbon destruction is still going on,"said Greenpeace forest campaigner, Bustar Maitar. "This is still happening, even while their auditor is writing the report."

Greenpeace also published photographs (pdf) which it said showed BNM clearing in an area in Ketapang that was identified by the United Nations Environment Programme as habitat for highly endangered orang-utans.

SMART released a press statement saying the firm did not clear virgin or primary forest and that it complied with Indonesian laws and regulations.

"We are not responsible for clearing primary forests, which are the natural habitats for orang-utans. On the contrary, all our concession areas do not contain primary forests and we conserve high conservation value areas, creating sanctuaries that will continue to preserve biodiversity," said Daud Dharsono, PT SMART's president director. Areas of untouched greenery in the aerial shots were proof that parts of their concession areas are being set aside for preservation, the statement said.

Enormous amounts of greenhouse gases are emitted when peatland forests are cleared and drained. Their preservation is seen as crucial to preventing runaway climate change.

SMART's spokesman, Fajar Reksoprodjo, told Reuters that in the past, aerial photographs that appeared to show clearing in peatlands had been misinterpreted and showed mineral soil.

SMART initially planned to release its audit in July but delayed it to August 10 because it was not yet finished.

The auditors are paid by SMART and were selected in collaboration with Unilever, which chairs the Round Table on Sustainable Palm Oil (RSPO), an industry body made up of producers, consumers and non-government organisations.

The Greenpeace report also called on fast food chains Pizza Hut – a unit of Yum Brands Inc – and Burger King to stop buying palm oil from firms linked to Sinar Mas.
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BBC: Galapagos Islands taken off Unesco danger list

29th July 2010

A UN panel has voted to remove the Galapagos Islands from its list of precious sites endangered by environmental threats or overuse.

Unesco's World Heritage Committee backed a Brazilian recommendation to withdraw the islands from the list, saying the Ecuadorian government had made significant progress addressing threats to its island.

But the move was criticised by the International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN), which said there was "still work to be done".

The Galapagos - the chain of volcanic islands whose unique bird and animal life influenced Charles Darwin's evolutionary theories - were declared the first World Heritage Site by Unesco in 1978. 

But they were added to the committee's "red list" of endangered sites in 2007, amid concerns about a booming population and tourism, overfishing and the introduction of invasive species.

Continue reading the main story

“

Start Quote

The situation in the Galapagos remains critical”

Tim Badman

Head of IUCN's World Heritage Programme

Meeting in the Brazilian capital Brasilia on Wednesday, the 21-member World Heritage Committee agreed by majority vote that the Ecuadorian government had made strides in strengthening conservation measures.

But the IUCN - which had initially recommended the addition of the Galapagos to the "red list" - criticised its removal.

"IUCN's recommendation for the Galapagos was that it should not be removed from the Danger List as there is work still to be done," said Tim Badman, head of its World Heritage Programme. 

He said he recognised "the major efforts of the Ecuadorian government" but said "threats from tourism, invasive species and overfishing are still factors and the situation in the Galapagos remains critical".

"We will need continued strong commitment from the Ecuadorean government over the coming years to resolve these issues."
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AFP: Floods kill 29 in China's northeast

29th July 2010

At least 29 people have been killed and seven are missing after floodwaters swept through northeast China, state media said Thursday, as the death toll from the worst floods in years neared 1,000.

More than 254,000 people were evacuated and 21,875 buildings collapsed in the floods in Jilin province, Xinhua news agency reported, quoting a statement from the civil affairs department released late Thursday.

Torrential rains have cut water, electricity and telecommunications services in parts of worst-hit Yongji county were 27 people died, Xinhua said.

Train services were suspended in the town of Kouqian after the railway station was surrounded by flood waters and two freight carriages were swept from the tracks, it said.

Floods as high as three metres (10 feet) in some places submerged factories and houses as residents tried to escape to higher buildings.

"I heard people crying 'flood, flood'. My son, daughter-in-law and I immediately rushed to the second floor," Gao Xiuying, a resident of Kouqian, told the news agency.

"From the second floor, we saw chairs, desks even cars tumbling in water. Everything happened within just one minute."

Water levels had now fallen to about one metre, Xinhua reported.

Elsewhere in Jilin, hundreds of workers were scrambling to recover 3,000 barrels full of explosive chemicals that were washed by flood waters into the Songhua River, a major waterway.

Water supplies to the nearby city of Jilin were temporarily cut after the incident on Wednesday, leaving 4.3 million people dependent on bottled water.

A total of 7,000 barrels were washed into the river, with 2,500 containing the chemical trimethyl chloro silicane -- a highly explosive, colorless liquid -- while 500 contained the compound hexamethyl disilazane, Xinhua said.

At least 400 barrels had been recovered on Thursday, Jilin city officials told Xinhua.

Jilin is the latest province to have been hit by recent deadly floods that have killed more than 300 people since July 14 and left another 300 missing, according to the latest official figures.

Until now, torrential rains have mostly hit China's south, swelling the Yangtze River -- the nation's longest waterway -- and some of its tributaries to dangerous levels.

The worst floods in a decade have left 984 dead and 508 missing since the beginning of the year and caused more than 26 billion dollars in damage, latest official figures show, and authorities have warned of more to come.
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National Geographic: Three Gorges Gush

30th July 2010

Torrents of floodwater sluice through the Three Gorges Dam (map) in a picture taken Monday in Yichang, China. The country's worst flooding in more than a decade has struck this summer, killing 900 and displacing nearly 10 million so far, according to Reuters and the Associated Press.

Three Gorges Dam, situated on the Yangtze River, is 1.4 miles (2.3 kilometers) long and 607 feet (185 meters) tall. Building the dam flooded hundreds of miles of pristine gorges, villages, and historic temples. (See "China's Three Gorges Dam, by the Numbers.")

A major justification for the dam's construction was its potential for controlling the Yangtze's notorious floods. But now the swollen Yangtze has placed the dam's reservoir at about 90 percent capacity, putting the hydroelectric dam to one of its most serious tests to date.
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Economist (UK): The Three Gorges Dam is tested, but not to breaking point

29th July 2010

HUNDREDS killed, hundreds of thousands of homes damaged or destroyed, tens of millions of people suffering. Many parts of China have been enduring the worst floods in years, but it is the flood-prone Yangzi river that is causing most concern. With the downpours has come an unusual sprinkling of doubts about the ability of the colossal Three Gorges Dam to keep the river in check. 

The dam, completed in 2006, has been praised by officials for limiting the impact of the floodwaters that have rushed from the Yangzi’s upper reaches. Officials say that well before the first flood crest reached the dam on July 11th, the water level in the more than 600-km (370-mile) reservoir behind it had been reduced to accommodate a surge. By July 28th the level in the dam was 158 metres above the sea, well within a 175-metre limit. But the flood season still has several weeks to run. 

So politically sacred was the dam when building began in 1994 that few dared to criticise it openly. Intellectuals who had objected in the 1980s were silenced by the crushing of the Tiananmen Square protests in 1989. A flicker of dissent emerged among China’s normally docile lawmakers when the project, a dream of Chinese leaders since Sun Yat-sen early last century, was pushed through parliament in 1992. But in the wake of Tiananmen, hardliners such as the then prime minister, Li Peng, who shared an affinity for grandiose public works, were in the ascendant. 

Many doubts over the dam in the 1980s focused on the claim that it would tame the vicious Yangzi, whose floods periodically wreak dreadful damage. The pro-dam lobby got a boost in 1998 during the Yangzi’s last big flooding, which killed more than 4,000 people. But in recent days, with the first sizeable flood since the dam’s completion, some Yangzi flood-control officials have been trying to dampen expectations of its prowess. One said the dam’s flood-control abilities “should not be overestimated”, another reportedly said they were “limited”. 

Such comments have prompted several state-owned newspapers to point out how the dam’s defenders appear to have adjusted their rhetoric: from 2003 when the government news agency, Xinhua, said the dam could deal with a “once in 10,000-year” flood, to a report in 2007 that used the term “once in 1,000 years”, to another in 2008 that talked of “once in 100 years”. 

Officials now say that the dam was always intended to control flooding with anything as big as a once-in-a-century flood. The bigger claims refer to the structure’s ability to resist damage to itself. This year’s flood level is said to be short of what it reached in 1998. Casualties and damage in the Yangzi basin have also been less serious. But admirers of the dam are not yet declaring victory.
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Gulf News (Dubai): Floods dump scores of chemical containers into China river

30th July 2010

Beijing: Workers began cleaning up a chemical spill in northeastern China Thursday after more than 3,000 containers of chemicals were washed into a river by the worst floods to hit the country in more than a decade.

The barrels, containing a flammable chemical used to make rubber and adhesives, tumbled into the Songhua River near Jilin city in Jilin province after a flood swept through a local factory, the official Xinhua News Agency reported. Only about 400 barrels had been recovered as of yesterday morning.

The Jilin environmental protection agency and water bureau fanned out around the city testing water sources and checking for possible leaks in the barrels, said an official with the Jilin Water Bureau. She refused to give her name as is common with Chinese officials.

"Some residents are worried, but we have yet to find any leaks in the barrels of chemicals, so they should not be worried about their water quality," the official said.

The Songhua has had environmental problems before. In 2005 carcinogenic chemicals, including benzene, spilled into the river, forcing the northeastern city of Harbin to sever water supplies to 3.8 million people for five days.

Floods this year have killed at least 928 people, left 477 missing and caused tens of billions of dollars in damage, the State Flood Control and Drought Prevention office reported. More heavy rains were expected for the southeast, southwest and northeast parts of the country today.

That included about 30,000 residents trapped and left without power in their homes in Jilin after torrential rains drenched the town of Kouqian, Xinhua reported. Flooding has hit areas all over China.

Thousands of workers sandbagged riverbanks and checked reservoirs in preparation for potential floods expected to flow from the swollen Yangtze and Han rivers, an official with the Yangtze Water Resources Commission. He gave only his surname, Zhang, as is common with Chinese officials.

"Right now, the Han river in Hubei province is on the verge of breaching warning levels," Zhang said.

The Han is expected to rise this week to its highest level in two decades, Xinhua reported. The flood threat was greater than usual because the Yangtze, into which the Han flows, was also reaching peak levels, it said.

Although China experiences heavy rains every summer, flooding this year is the worst in more than a decade because the flood-prone Yangtze River Basin has seen 15 per cent more rain than in an average year, Duan Yihong, director of the National Meteorological Centre, said in a transcript of an interview posted on the Xinhua website.

"Rains should begin to slow down in August, but it is hard to predict now what exactly will happen," said Duan. "We have to be vigilant and closely monitor the weather ... do a better job of forecasting."

Floods have also put China's massive Three Gorges Dam to the test. On Wednesday morning, the dam's water flow reached 1.96 million cubic feet (56,000 cubic metres) per second, the biggest peak flow this year, with the water level reaching 518 feet (158 metres), Xinhua said, about 10 per cent less than the dam's maximum capacity.

Chinese officials have for years boasted the dam, the world's largest hydroelectric project, would end centuries of devastating floods along the Yangtze.
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What is a sustainable lifestyle?

The Ecologist, 28 July 2010

http://www.theecologist.org/tv_and_radio/tv/549725/what_is_a_sustainable_lifestyle.html
Does GDP really correspond to happiness? Is our happiness tied up with ''stuff''? And what is a sustainable lifestyle? A UNEP video helps explain

Next to demands for international climate agreements and government targets for carbon emissions and biodiversity, the way we live our lives often gets lost or forgotten.

'The area of lifestyle choice has often been regarded as too subjective, too ideological, too value laden, or simply too intractable to be amenable to policy intervention,' argues Tim Jackson, author of 'prosperity without growth'.

The United Nations Environmental Program (UNEP) have produced a report and this video to look more closely at ideas about sustainable living from around the world and how more of us could achieve them.

 General Environment News

Study Says Planet Warmed in 2000s 

The Wall Street Journal, 29 July 2010, By Gautam Naik 

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748703940904575395510151474860.html?mod=WSJ_World_LEFTSecondNews
A heat wave and accompanying blanket of smog keeps Western Russia and the capital sweltering and in darkness. Video courtesy of Reuters.

A new assessment concludes that the Earth has been getting warmer over the past 50 years and the past decade was the warmest on record.

The State of the Climate 2009 report, published Wednesday as a special supplement to the Bulletin of the American Meteorological Society, was compiled by 300 scientists from 48 countries and drew on measures of 10 crucial climate indicators. 

Seven of the indicators were rising, including air temperature over land, sea-surface temperature, sea level, ocean heat and humidity. Three indicators were declining, including Arctic sea ice, glaciers and spring snow cover in the Northern Hemisphere.

"Each indicator is changing as we'd expect in a warming world," said Peter Thorne, senior researcher at the Cooperative Institute for Climate and Satellites, a research consortium based in College Park, Md., who was involved in compiling the report.

The report's conclusions broadly match those of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, a United Nations body, which published its last set of findings in 2007. The IPCC report contained some errors, which further stoked the debate about the existence, causes and effects of global warming.

The new report incorporates data from the past few years that weren't included in the last IPCC assessment. While the IPCC report concluded that evidence for human-caused global warming was "unequivocal" and was linked to emissions of greenhouse gases, the latest report didn't seek to address the issue.

The report "doesn't try to make the link" between climate change and what might be causing it, said Tom Karl, an official at the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration involved in the new assessment. 

The report said that "Global average surface and lower-troposphere temperatures during the last three decades have been progressively warmer than all earlier decades, and the 2000s (2000-09) was the warmest decade in the instrumental record." The troposphere is the lowest layer of the atmosphere.

The scientists reported that they were surprised to find Greenland's glaciers were losing ice at an accelerating rate. They also concluded that 90% of the additional warmth over the past 50 years has ended up in the oceans. Most of it accumulated in near-surface layers, home to phytoplankton, tiny plants crucial to virtually all life in the sea.

A new study has found that rising sea temperature may have had a harmful effect on global concentrations of phytoplankton over the past century.

State of the Climate: Hottest Decade on Record

The New York Times, 28 July 2010, By John Collins Rudolf 

http://green.blogs.nytimes.com/2010/07/28/state-of-the-climate-hottest-decade-ever/
The past decade was the hottest ever recorded, part of an unequivocal pattern of warming dating back 50 years, a National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration report declared on Wednesday. 

The annual “State of the Climate” report drew on the findings more than 300 climate scientists in 48 countries who measured 10 separate planet-wide features, including air temperatures, sea temperatures, humidity, Arctic sea ice, glaciers and spring snow cover in the Northern hemisphere. 

“The records come from many institutions worldwide,” Dr. Jane Lubchenco, the agency’s administrator, said in a statement. “They use data collected from diverse sources, including satellites, weather balloons, weather stations, ships, buoys and field surveys.

“These independently produced lines of evidence all point to the same conclusion: our planet is warming,” she said.

The findings do not include data from 2010, which is on pace to exceed the highest annual average global temperature ever recorded, NOAA said. This summer has been marked by extreme heat events in the eastern United States Europe, Russia, China, Japan and the Middle East.

According to the report, each decade since the 1980’s has been progressively warmer than the last, with an average warming of about one-fifth of a degree Fahrenheit per decade. 

“The temperature increase of one degree Fahrenheit over the past 50 years may seem small, but it has already altered our planet,” said Deke Arndt, co-editor of the report and chief of the Climate Monitoring Branch of NOAA’s National Climatic Data Center. “Glaciers and sea ice are melting, heavy rainfall is intensifying and heat waves are more common.”

The report also suggests that more than 90 percent of the warming over the past 50 years may have gone into the oceans. 

Report: 2000s were warmest decade on record, global warming 'undeniable'

USA Today, 28 July 2010, By Doyle Rice

http://content.usatoday.com/communities/sciencefair/post/2010/07/global-warming-undeniable-2000s-were-warmest-decade-on-record/1
Excellent timing, NOAA.

As the nation swelters through what will likely be one of the hottest months in U.S. history, a new report released today by federal government scientists says that the decade from 2000-2009 was the Earth's warmest on record.

Global weather records go back to 1880.

The new climate report, entitled the 2009 State of the Climate, also states that "global warming is undeniable."

Each of the last three decades has been much warmer than the decade before, it reports. At the time, the 1980 was the hottest decade on record. In the 1990s, every year was warmer than the average of the previous decade. And the 2000s were warmer still.

Specifically, the decade of the 2000s had a surface global temperature that was 0.96°F above the long-term (20th century) average. This shattered the 1990s value of 0.65°F above average, according to Thomas C. Patterson, chief scientist at the National Climatic Data Center.

The report was released by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and published as a supplement to the Bulletin of the American Meteorological Society.
The report focused on 10 indicators of a warming world, seven which are increasing and three declining. Rising over the decades are average air temperature, the ratio of water vapor to air, ocean heat content, sea-surface temperature, sea level, air temperature over the ocean and air temperature over land.

Indicators that are declining are snow cover, glaciers and sea ice.

"The temperature increase of one degree Fahrenheit over the past 50 years may seem small, but it has already altered our planet," said Deke Arndt, co-editor of the report and chief of the Climate Monitoring Branch of the data center.

"Glaciers and sea ice are melting, heavy rainfall is intensifying and heat waves are more common," he says.

Last month was the warmest June on record and this year has had the warmest average temperature for January-June since record keeping began, NOAA reported last week.

Scientists: 2000-2009 was the warmest decade on record

The Hill, 28 July 2010, By Ben Geman 

http://thehill.com/blogs/e2-wire/677-e2-wire/111445-scientists-2000-2009-was-the-warmest-decade-on-record
The last decade was the warmest on record, continuing a long-term trend of rising global temperatures, according to a new report crafted by scientists from dozens of nations.

“Global average surface and lower-troposphere temperatures during the last three decades have been progressively warmer than all earlier decades, and the 2000s (2000–09) was the warmest decade in the instrumental record. This warming has been particularly apparent in the mid- and high-latitude regions of the Northern Hemisphere and includes decadal records in New Zealand, Australia, Canada, Europe, and the Arctic,” the report released by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration states.

The 2009 “State of the Climate” report was crafted with input from hundreds of scientists representing research groups in 48 countries, according to NOAA, which cited a 50-year warming trend.

The agency, announcing the new report Wednesday, said it draws from a wide range of data on land, ocean, subsea and other temperatures, as well as information on sea ice, glaciers and other signs.

“Despite the variability caused by short-term changes, the analysis conducted for this report illustrates why we are so confident the world is warming,” said Peter Stott, head of Climate Monitoring and Attribution of the United Kingdom Met Office Hadley Centre, who helped craft the report.

“When we follow decade-to-decade trends using multiple data sets and independent analyses from around the world, we see clear and unmistakable signs of a warming world,” he added.

Environmentalists, including Al Gore, have sought to use recent temperature data to boost stalled global warming legislation.

But the report comes a week after Senate Democratic leaders — citing the absence of 60 votes — abandoned plans to bring up climate legislation before the August recess and likely for the rest of the year.

NOAA Administrator Jane Lubchenco called the report a major contribution to knowledge about climate change. 

“For the first time, and in a single compelling comparison, the analysis brings together multiple observational records from the top of the atmosphere to the depths of the ocean,” she said in a prepared statement. 

“The records come from many institutions worldwide. They use data collected from diverse sources, including satellites, weather balloons, weather stations, ships, buoys and field surveys. These independently produced lines of evidence all point to the same conclusion: Our planet is warming,” Lubchenco added.

Global Warming "Undeniable," U.S. Government Report Says

National Geographic, 28 Juyl 2010, By Christine Dell'Amore

http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2010/07/100728-global-warming-noaa-climate-hottest-decade-science-environment/
An in-depth analysis of ten climate indicators all point to a marked warming over the past three decades, with the most recent decade being the hottest on record, according to the latest of the U.S. National Atmospheric and Oceanic Administration's annual "State of the Climate" reports, which was released Wednesday. Reliable global climate record-keeping began in the 1880s.

The report focused on climate changes measured in 2009 in the context of newly available data on long-term developments.

(See "Heat Wave: 2010 to Be One of Hottest Years on Record.") For instance, surface air temperatures recorded from more than 7,000 weather stations around the world over the past few decades confirm an "unmistakable upward trend," the study says.

And for the first time, scientists put data from climate indicators—such as ocean temperature and sea-ice cover—together in one place. Their consistency "jumps off the page at you," report co-author Derek Arndt said.

"This is like going to the doctor and getting your respiratory test and circulatory test and your neurosystem test," said Arndt, head of the Climate Monitoring Branch of NOAA's National Climatic Data Center.

"It's testing all the parts, and they're all in agreement that the same thing's going on."

Global Warming Sparked Extreme Weather in 2009?
Three hundred scientists analyzed data on 37 climate indicators, but homed in on 10 that the study says are especially revealing.

Those indicators include:

· humidity, 

· sea-surface temperature, 

· sea ice cover, 

· snow cover, 

· ocean heat content, 

· glacier cover, 

· air temperature in the lower atmosphere, 

· sea level, 

· temperature over land, 

· and temperature over oceans. 

 

As scientists would predict in a hotter world, some of the indicators—such as ocean heat content and temperature over land—are increasing. Others, such as sea ice cover and snow cover, are decreasing.

The influx of greenhouses gases into the atmosphere has also hit oceans particularly hard, the NOAA report says. (See an interactive on the greenhouse effect and global warming.)

New evidence suggests that more than 90 percent of that heat trapped by greenhouses gases over the past 50 years has been absorbed into the oceans.

Because water expands as it warms, the added ocean heat is contributing to sea level rise as well as to the rapid melting of Arctic summer sea ice. That melting in 2010 is on track to be worse than 2007, when Arctic ice cover reached its lowest point on record.

Such climatic shifts are already ushering in extreme weather, which plagued much of the globe in 2009, according to the report. (See a world map of potential global warming impacts.) For instance, Australia experienced its third hottest year on record.

On one February 2009 day—labeled "Black Saturday"—in Australia, 400 wildfires swept across the state of Victoria, killing 173 people and destroying 3,500 buildings. (See pictures of the Australian fires.)

NOAA Climate Report Offers Real-World Data 
The NOAA report—published in the Bulletin of the American Meteorological Society—is different from other climate publications, because it's based on observed data, not computer models, making it the "climate system's annual scorecard," the authors wrote. (Test your global warming knowledge.)

"It's telling us what's going on in the real world, rather than the imaginary world," said Kevin Trenberth, a senior scientist at the Boulder, Colorado-based National Center for Atmospheric Research.

Even so, the report "does not carry the authority of the IPCC [Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change] by any means," Trenberth noted.

That's partially because IPCC reports—the latest of which came out in 2007 with a similar claim that warming is "unequivocal"—are produced on longer time scales, with more time for review.

And even with real-world data, "the theory with regard to global warming is still incomplete"—especially since the atmosphere is so complex, Trenberth cautioned.

This "can be seen at a glance," for example, "by looking out of the window at the wondrous, great variety in clouds."

The Earth climbs to new heights on heat charts -- NOAA 

ClimateWire, 29 July 2010, By Lauren Morello

http://www.eenews.net/climatewire/2010/07/29/2/
The last decade was the warmest since modern weather record-keeping began in the 1880s, according to a new report from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.

Furthermore, each year between 2000 and 2009 was hotter than average conditions in the 1990s, which were in turn hotter than average conditions in the 1980s, said co-editor Deke Arndt, chief of the climate monitoring branch of NOAA's National Climatic Data Center.

He led a team of 303 researchers from 48 countries that compiled the agency's 20th annual "State of the Climate" report, which Arndt likened to a medical checkup -- this time, for a planet instead of a person.

The report evaluates 10 aspects of Earth's climate that it says are "clearly and directly related to surface temperatures, [and] all tell the same story: global warming is undeniable."

Those indicators include warming surface air and sea temperatures, rising seas, declining sea ice, and shrinking ice and snow cover on land.

Some of the biggest changes occurred at the poles. The area covered by Arctic sea ice reached a new record summer low three times in the last decade.

Dramatic shrinkage of Arctic ice since 1979

The total area covered by sea ice at the end of each summer was roughly equal to that of the lower 48 United States when satellite monitoring of the Arctic began in 1979, said Walt Meier of the National Snow and Ice Data Center.

"Today, when we reach the [summer] minimum, the typical area is equivalent to states west of the Mississippi, sometimes considerably less than that," he said.

Down south, the Antarctic Peninsula is warming five times faster than the global average, the report says, and "significant ice loss" has been observed along the peninsula and Antarctica's western coast.

"What this data is doing is screaming that the world is warming," said Peter Thorne, a senior researcher at the Cooperative Institute for Climate and Satellites.

Thorne said the fact that so many disparate aspects of the climate system indicated warming showed such conclusions "can't be driven by a single individual or even several small groups -- the evidence is there to see."

Small changes with glacier-sized impacts

Overall, the 2000s were 0.96 degree Fahrenheit hotter than the 20th-century average, the report says. And what seems like a small change in global average temperature can produce noticeable climate effects.

The observed temperature rise of about 1 degree Fahrenheit during the past half-century has "already altered the planet," the report says, citing melting of glaciers and sea ice, more intense rains and more common -- and hotter -- heat waves.

"People have spent thousands of years building society for one climate and now a new one is being created," the analysis said. "One that's warmer and more extreme."

Still, the report only evaluates the state of the climate and does not assign a cause for the observed warming, said Tom Karl, the transitional director of NOAA's climate service.

"This report does not speak to trying to make the link between the cause and what we observed," he said, "but this is the basis for that next step."

The NOAA report will be published as a special edition of the Bulletin of the American Meteorological Society.

Click here to view the NOAA report.

Scientist at heart of 'Climategate' breaks silence

USA Today, 29 July 2010

http://content.usatoday.com/communities/ondeadline/post/2010/07/scientist-at-heart-of-climategate-breaks-silence/1
Three weeks after he and other scientists were Error! Hyperlink reference not valid. to exaggerate global warning, the man whose hacked e-mails were at the heart of "Climategate" breaks his silence in an interview with New Scientist.

Phil Jones, the head of the Climatic Research Unit at the University of East Anglia, in the United Kingdom, said the furor "was just a shock initially" and "took a while to get over."

Some excerpts:

"As climate scientists, we are critical amongst ourselves. You can see that in the e-mails. Discussions at conferences are no different from the discussions in the emails."

"I don't hold a world view - that's ridiculous. I have no interest in policy at all. I'm interested in the science, not the policy. I get these emails saying I'm trying to change the world government - it's just ridiculous. People assume that I'm advocating that society should be doing certain things. I'm not. We try to be totally apolitical in the CRU."

The imbroglio has prompted calls for scientists and institutions to be more transparent. The CRU is preparing to put its data and software online.

Not everyone believes that two independent reviews resolved the allegations of scientific misconduct.

The interview with Jones comes on the day the Error! Hyperlink reference not valid. the annual State of the Climate report, compiled by more than 300 scientists from 48 countries. The report concludes that an analysis of 10 indicators that are "clearly and directly related to surface temperatures, all tell the same story: Global warming is undeniable."

EPA: 1M gallons of oil may be in Mich. river

The Washington Post, 29 July 2010, By Tim Martin 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/07/29/AR2010072900499.html?hpid=topnews
BATTLE CREEK, Mich. -- Federal officials now estimate that more than 1 million gallons of oil may have spilled into a major river in southern Michigan, and the governor is sharply criticizing clean-up efforts as "wholly inadequate." 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency released the update Wednesday night, shortly after Gov. Jennifer Granholm lambasted attempts to contain the oil flowing down the Kalamazoo River. She warned of a "tragedy of historic proportions" if the oil reaches Lake Michigan, which is still at least 80 miles downstream from where oil has been seen. 

Granholm called on the federal government for more help, saying resources being marshaled by the EPA and Enbridge Inc., which owns the pipeline that leaked the oil, were "wholly inadequate." 

Calgary, Alberta-based Enbridge said earlier Wednesday that it had redoubled its efforts to clean up the mess. Chief executive Patrick D. Daniel said the company had made "significant progress," though he had no update on a possible cause, cost or timeframe for the cleanup. 

On Thursday, the company said it was bringing in additional resources as quickly as possible. 

The company didn't return messages for comment after Granholm's statements. 

The overall work force on the spill Wednesday was likely more than 400 people. 

EPA officials said they're ramping up efforts with air and water testing. Local officials said they weren't concerned about municipal water supplies. 

Tom Sands, deputy state director for emergency management and homeland security, said during a conference call with Granholm that he had seen oil past a dam at Morrow Lake. The lake is a key point in the river near a Superfund site upstream of Kalamazoo, the largest city in the region. 

But his report could not be immediately confirmed. The company's latest update statement Wednesday said oil was about seven miles short of the opening to Morrow Lake. A press conference scheduled for late Wednesday, which was to include company and EPA officials, was canceled for what a company spokesman called scheduling conflicts. 

State and company officials previously said they didn't believe the oil would spread past that dam. 

"It's going to hit a Superfund site unless somebody like the EPA and the company get very serious about providing significant additional resources," Granholm said. 

The spill has killed fish and coated wildlife as it made its way westward about 35 miles downstream past Battle Creek, a city of 52,000 residents about 110 miles west of Detroit. 

Both company and EPA officials have said oil is no longer leaking. 

Enbridge has been working to clean up the spill since the leak was reported early Monday. 

Before the EPA announced its new estimate, Enbridge reiterated its belief that about 819,000 gallons of oil spilled into Talmadge Creek, which flows into the Kalamazoo River. State officials said they were told during a company briefing Tuesday that about 877,000 gallons spilled, but company officials disputed the number. 

An 800,000 gallon spill would be enough to fill 1-gallon jugs lined side by side for nearly 70 miles. It also could fill a walled-in football field, including the end zones, with just under 2 feet of oil. 

Granholm has declared a state of disaster for some areas along the river, and President Barack Obama called Granholm to offer federal support. 

An oily reflective sheen could be seen in patches along the Kalamazoo, and the affected area still had a strong odor, although not as strong as on Tuesday. 

Anil Kulkarni, a mechanical engineering professor at Penn State University, said a quick response was vital to the river's ecology. Snails, frogs, muskrats and even birds eat, live and nest on or near the riverbank. 

"The river banks are nearby. It has more potential to inflict damage because of the proximity to land. Anything that comes in contact with oil is going to be affected badly. It prevents the natural life of species, whether it's collecting food or anything else." 

Enbridge affiliates have previously been cited for skirting environmental regulations in the Great Lakes region. 

Houston-based Enbridge Energy Co. spilled almost 19,000 gallons of crude oil onto Wisconsin's Nemadji River in 2003. Another 189,000 gallons of oil spilled at the company's terminal two miles from Lake Superior, though most was contained. 

In 2007, two spills released about 200,000 gallons of crude in northern Wisconsin as Enbridge was expanding a 320-mile pipeline. The company also was accused of violating Wisconsin permits designed to protect water quality during work in and around wetlands, rivers and streams, the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources said. The violations came during construction of a 321-mile, $2 billion oil pipeline across that state. Enbridge agreed to pay $1.1 million in 2009. 

The Michigan leak came from a 30-inch pipeline, which was built in 1969 and carries about 8 million gallons of oil daily from Griffith, Ind., to Sarnia, Ontario. 

The river already faced major pollution issues. An 80-mile segment of the river that begins at Morrow Lake and five miles of a tributary, Portage Creek, have unsafe levels of PCBs and were placed on the federal Superfund list of high-priority hazardous waste sites in 1990. The Kalamazoo site also includes four landfills and several defunct paper mills. 

--- 

Associated Press writers David Runk and Corey Williams in Detroit contributed to this report. 

(This version CORRECTS the amount of oil spilled would fill a walled-in football field, including the end zones, with just under 2 feet of oil, not 14 feet of oil.) 

What sank the Senate's climate bill
The Washington Post, 29 July 2010, By Stephen Stromberg

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/07/28/AR2010072804527.html?hpid=opinionsbox1
Who killed the climate bill? Democrats who supported climate legislation in the House feel betrayed, The Post reports; after they approved a controversial cap-and-trade bill, Democratic leaders failed even to hold a vote on similar legislation in the Senate, and GOP challengers are on the attack. A few environmentalists blame lawmakers who led the effort for compromising some good policy out of the legislation. 

But the real answer is simpler: Too many senators have little, if any, incentives to pass climate policy that's rational in the long term and good for the country as a whole. Also to blame is President Obama's policy agenda, which prioritized health care. 

The ire of activists -- such as Rockefeller Family Fund Director Lee Wasserman, who wrote Monday in the New York Times that the bill failed because it was one "for historic polluters, not the American people" -- is understandable. Congress toiled with industry and enviros to produce compromise legislation that was, well, compromised. In the Senate, a proposal that started out with a carbon cap on most of the economy ended up with one limiting just the utilities sector. In the House, negotiators agreed to big subsidies for "clean coal" technology and other favored projects. Pollution permits that should be auctioned were to be given to favored groups. A simple carbon tax or a cap-and-rebate program would have been better. 

These compromises made the bills longer, more complicated and easier to criticize. But saying they were the primary reasons the Senate bill died last week is like saying it was difficult for Democrats to pass health care because the bill didn't dismantle the employer-sponsored health system. Such a proposal might have attracted interest among lawmakers who ultimately opposed health-reform legislation. But other votes would have evaporated, too. 

Two factors enabled lawmakers to feel comfortable opposing carbon-pricing policies in whatever form they came this year. 

First was the system. There aren't many incentives for lots of senators to vote for a reasonable climate bill. Senators from coal states and the South worried that their regions would be disproportionately hurt. The effects of climate change won't be dire for years; and Congress, with its frequent elections, isn't good at accepting short-term pain for long-term gain. 

With few exceptions, Republicans have behaved shamefully on climate issues in this Congress, opposing policies that their party embraced in the 1990s (think cap-and-trade). Yet none of them will pay a price in November, and many GOP challengers will benefit. 

The second factor was Obama. Someone had to change the balance of incentives acting on lawmakers. Buying them off one by one got negotiators somewhere, but not far enough. The effort required a sustained presidential push -- the sort that involves plenty of face time and convinces enough senators that they could lose if they obstructed. 

Obama, however, decided to elevate another complicated, politically fraught issue first. He and his party were pummeled for months before health care passed. After that battering, Democrats chose to complete financial reform. That dragged on, too. Eventually, there wasn't much time left on the legislative calendar for climate policy, and the president, having exhausted Congress with big initiatives, didn't appear keen to press hard for a meaningful climate bill. 

Obama's Oval Office address on energy policy last month barely alluded to carbon pricing. Obama brought senators to the White House to discuss climate, but those meetings lacked the prominence of previous policy summits and accomplished little. Hill staffers and environmental lobbyists complained about a lack of engagement from the administration, saying that they couldn't get guidance on legislative language Obama would defend. 

To be fair, the president got some green initiatives into last year's stimulus. Nevertheless, those involved in the climate debate began to sound like the supporters of union "card check" legislation and other liberal priorities that Obama snubbed in his first two years. "Where is the president?" became a common, off-the-record refrain, feeding a broader narrative about a White House that gave a dysfunctional Congress too much deference and failed to deliver quickly on countless commitments. 

That narrative, though, isn't quite right. Obama didn't sell out his supporters. He prioritized. It was never likely that he would get two major reforms in his first two years, while also cleaning up after the worst financial crisis in decades. And it will be tough to get anything grand through future Congresses with fewer Democrats. So the choice wasn't between a climate bill and no climate bill. It was between a climate bill and health reform. 

The president had the political capital and the numbers in Congress to pass something big. He chose health care. 

The writer is deputy opinions editor of washingtonpost.com. 

Fight Gears Up on Biomass

The New York Times, 29 July 2010, By Matthew L. Wald 
http://green.blogs.nytimes.com/2010/07/29/fight-gears-up-on-biomass/?hp
There is evidently no form of energy, including renewable energy, that lacks opposition. A big spat right now centers on biomass power plants.

Biomass is a broad category that encompasses everything from burning whole trees to burning leftover wood chips, agricultural residues or household garbage. The focus of the argument currently is in Massachusetts, where state regulators are considering raising the bar for biomass plants.

Supporters say that cutting down trees to make electricity is carbon-neutral, because the trees will regrow and absorb carbon dioxide from the air. But a recent study suggests that the trees will take years to do that, offering little short-term help. (The same argument can be made about solar cells; manufacturing them involves releasing carbon dioxide, then takes some time to break even before yielding a net benefit in decreased carbon dioxide emissions.)

Biomass is a favored form of renewable energy because its generation can be reliably scheduled; the wind and sun can merely be predicted, and not always very well, leading to a need for extensive storage.

Now a group in Cambridge, Mass., is mounting a more direct assault on harnessing biomass: the Biomass Accountability Project is trotting out experts in medicine and forestry to argue against such power generators.

Margaret Sheehan, a lawyer with the group, argues that even if new biomass plants meet all Environmental Protection Agency regulations on air emissions, generation could still endanger human health because the standards are inadequate. For emissions of very small soot particles, she said, “there is no safe known limit.”

That position has some support, particularly in New England. “We cannot afford to trade our health to meet our energy needs,’’ the American Lung Association of New England said in a position statement issued in December. Biomass plants can emit several pollutants harmful to the young, the old and people with respiratory problems, the group said.

But on the other side, the Biomass Power Association is gearing up to fight the notion that burning trees adds to carbon in the atmosphere. The group’s member companies use wood scraps from trees that were cut down for other purposes, said Bob Cleaves, the group’s chief executive. The association also argues that the study Massachusetts is using is misleading.

“The carbon cycle is beneficial,’’ Mr. Cleaves said. “Biomass energy should be supported.”

The arguments on both sides lost a bit of vigor when the Senate majority leader, Harry Reid of Nevada, scaled back plans for an energy bill. While many states have standards for embracing renewable energy, a national standard seems elusive to many or even off the table. Some Democrats are still pushing for it, though.

A Push for Action on Renewables

The New York Times, 28 July 2010, By John Collins Rudolf 
http://green.blogs.nytimes.com/2010/07/28/a-push-for-action-on-renewables/
With a cap on carbon dioxide an apparent nonstarter in the Senate these days, some clean energy and climate advocates have shifted their sights to a scaled-back but still ambitious goal: passage of a national renewable electricity standard.

Such a law would require utility companies to produce a set amount of electricity from renewable sources by a certain date, spurring the development of clean sources like wind and solar and probably lowering overall emissions nationally. Perhaps most important, some argue that with a strong push by the president, such a measure could actually clear the high bar for passage of 60 votes in the Senate this fall.

Some Democrats who opposed cap and trade, like Senator Byron Dorgan of North Dakota, have expressed support for a renewable energy mandate. And in a committee vote last year, several Republican members of the Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee voted in favor of a proposal that would require the nation’s utilities produce 15 percent of their electricity from renewable sources like wind and solar by 2021. 

In a statement on Tuesday, one of the measure’s Republican supporters, Senator Sam Brownback of Kansas – whose state has ample wind resources, by the way – reiterated his support for the renewable electricity standard, or R.E.S., albeit with an accompanying jab at Democratic attempts to cap emissions.

“I would argue that most Americans believe that in addressing any challenge, it’s necessary to adopt a balanced, pragmatic strategy,” Mr. Brownback said. “In this case, a moderate R.E.S. would be an important step towards a cleaner energy future, but without the job-killing provisions that come with cap and tax.”

Other Republicans, such as Senator Richard Lugar of Indiana, have advocated similar proposals.

Clean-energy advocates are lined up to support a mandate and insist that it can clear the Senate.

“Democrats, Republicans, environmental groups, labor unions, and companies across the country all strongly support the R.E.S. because it is essential for creating hundreds of thousands of American jobs, reducing carbon emissions, and increasing American independence from foreign oil,” Denise Bode, chief executive of the American Wind Energy Association, said in a statement on Monday.

Nevertheless, the Senate majority leader, Harry Reid of Nevada, insists that he lacks the 60 votes necessary to justify inclusion of a renewable electricity standard in the scaled-back energy bill he unveiled on Tuesday.

A previous version of this post referred to RES, the renewable electricity standard, as the renewable energy standard.
California Republicans shunning one traditional path to victory: the environment

Los Angeles Times, 29 July 2010, By Maeve Reston

http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-environment-20100729,0,5523418.story
For decades, Republicans who won statewide office in California found success, at least in part, by showing sensitivity to voters' commitment to protecting the environment. But with state unemployment hovering at more than 12%, the two GOP candidates at the top of the ticket this year are betting that voters' concerns about jobs and economic uncertainty will trump any desire for environmental crusades.

Republican Senate nominee Carly Fiorina has spent months charging Democratic incumbent Barbara Boxer with driving an extreme environmental agenda instead of tending to jobs. She has been sharply critical of national and state climate change legislation — deriding Boxer's concern as being about "the weather" — and has argued that the state should expand oil drilling off its shores.

Gubernatorial nominee Meg Whitman has been more equivocal than Fiorina, but she also has cast the state's landmark climate change measure as one that kills jobs. She favors delaying its execution for a year to allow further study of its effect.

With those positions, both women are eschewing the strategy that Republicans have used for years to make inroads with Democrats and "decline-to-state" voters, sometimes called independents or nonpartisan.

Former Gov. Pete Wilson championed wilderness protection among other environmental measures as a U.S. senator. During his 1990 gubernatorial campaign, he aired television commercials touting his fight against offshore drilling. Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger put his Democratic opponent on the defense by fashioning himself as a "green" Republican and signing the climate change bill, AB 32, in the midst of his 2006 reelection campaign. The two men are the only Republicans to have won top statewide races since the 1980s.

"There's a long history of Republicans in California using the environment to moderate themselves," said GOP strategist Adam Mendelsohn.

Some Republican consultants have argued that environmental concerns have receded as California's economy has soured and that Brown and Boxer might risk a backlash if they attack their opponents on environmental issues.

But Mark Baldassare, president of the nonpartisan Public Policy Institute of California, said a new poll by his organization shows Californians' level of concern has held steady over the last year. In fact, the oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico has "raised the saliency once again of environment issues in California," he said. "People have factored in that we're in a weak economy," Baldassare added. "Even in that context, environmental protection is very important."

The longtime test of environmental moderation among California Republicans — the "holy grail" as Mendelsohn called it — has been offshore drilling.

Opponents of drilling have generally outnumbered proponents in California over the last 25 years. The results reversed in 2008, when gas prices spiked above $4 a gallon. But the survey released Wednesday by Baldassare's institute shows that opposition to offshore drilling has shot back up in the wake of the spill in the gulf .

Fifty-nine percent of California voters now oppose more offshore drilling in California, up from 43% last July. Support for more drilling has fallen to 36% from just over half a year ago, the poll found. Those results show the same trend as a Los Angeles Times/University of Southern California College of Letters, Arts & Sciences poll from May — shortly after the blowout of the BP oil well in the gulf — which showed Californians opposed to further offshore drilling by 48%, with 41% in favor.

This year, another litmus test has emerged: the state's global warming measure, which is under fire from a ballot measure backed by oil companies, Proposition 23, which would suspend it until unemployment drops to 5.5% for at least a year.

Despite Whitman's and Fiorina's criticisms of AB 32, support for the law requiring the state to reduce greenhouse gas emissions to 1990 levels by 2020 is about as strong as it was last year — 67%, according to the institute's survey.

Pollsters did not ask specifically about Proposition 23, but opinion was more mixed when respondents were asked whether the state government should take action its plan to reduce greenhouse gas emissions "right away" or when the state's economy improves. A little more than half of respondents said the government should take action "right away" while 42% said it should wait. Likely November voters were split evenly.

The new polling numbers, particularly on drilling, could forecast trouble for Fiorina. She and Boxer have volleyed constantly over environmental issues. Fiorina has framed her views as a defense of small businesses, which she says are being swallowed up by state and federal regulations.

When asked in early June whether she would have to pivot to appeal to environmentally minded voters this fall, Fiorina said it was clear that voters' priorities had shifted: "It's not that people aren't concerned about the environment. It's that they have come to a place that says we've got to be sensible about this," she said.

While Boxer touts both the state and federal climate change legislation as jobs-generating policies — a central theme of her campaign — her opponent has slammed the federal climate change bill Boxer helped craft as "a huge job-killing piece of legislation."

Fiorina has called AB 32 a "disastrous law." And though her spokeswoman insists she has not taken a position on Proposition 23, she has often left her listeners with the impression that she supports it.

The state law, she said in a late June appearance on CNBC's "Closing Bell," "has killed jobs, so much so that there is a bipartisan effort to have that law suspended until unemployment reaches 5%.... If that isn't an admission that legislation can kill jobs, I don't know what is."

A study by the state's legislative analyst's office, which was cited by the Fiorina campaign, said although the effect on jobs could be negative in the short term, the overall effect was mixed and difficult to predict.

So far, the institute poll indicates that Californians are more likely to take Boxer's side on the jobs argument: 45% said the state's action on global warming would create more jobs; 23% said it would produce fewer jobs and 24% said they did not expect it to have any effect.

Boxer has described Fiorina's positions as "radical" and "anti-science." The senator also has relished the opportunity to describe Fiorina as part of former Alaska Gov. Sarah Palin's "drill, baby, drill" camp.

Whitman has carefully staked out more middle ground on drilling and climate change than Fiorina. But she has yet to make the kind of overtures to environmentally minded voters that Schwarzenegger and Wilson did.

In an interview with The Times early last year, she said she was open to new offshore drilling. Later, she said she would oppose any new drilling off the California coast until technology could keep environmental risks close to zero.

In recent weeks, she has seemed to soften her once-harsh critique of the climate law, although she still proposes at least a year's delay in implementing it.

Last fall, she argued that the law's mandates would "discourage job creation and could kill any recovery." In a policy booklet released in March, she cited a widely discredited study that said AB 32 would "cost California businesses more than $100 billion to implement and would destroy one million jobs."

In Whitman's newest jobs policy booklet, the reference to the economic study was scrubbed and the section includes mild language stating that the economic effect of the law bears further study.

New poll shows steady support for state's climate-change law, while opposition to drilling shoots up

Los Angeles Times, 28 July 2010, By Maeve Reston 

http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/greenspace/2010/07/new-poll-shows-steady-support-for-states-climate-change-law-opposition-to-drilling-shoots-up.html?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+GreenspaceEnvironmentBlog+%28Greenspace%29
The state’s climate-change law, AB 32, has been a hot topic on the campaign trail this year — with the Republican candidates for governor and U.S. Senate branding it as a “job-killer,” as opponents of the law marshal support for a November ballot measure that would suspend implementation until the state’s unemployment rate drops to 5.5% for a year.

But despite the controversy over the 2006 law, which would reduce greenhouse gas emissions to 1990 levels by 2020, a new poll shows that two-thirds (67%) of California residents continue to back it — about the same level as last year.  

Given the controversy over AB 32, Mark Baldassare, president of the Public Policy Institute of California, said he was somewhat surprised by the steady level of support. The findings stand in contrast with last year, when backing for AB 32 dropped to 66% from its high of 78% in 2007.    

“We’ve had a very poor year in terms of the economy and the budget in California, and this doesn’t seem to have impacted it,” Baldassare said. Despite a flurry of competing studies looking at how the law might affect jobs, “People aren’t necessarily connecting climate-change policy and economic performance,” he said.   

In a reflection of the partisan rancor, however, support for the law is sharply divided along party lines, with 39% of Republicans backing the law and 49% opposed. About twice as many Democrats favor the law (80%) compared with 73% of independent voters, according to the institute’s survey. 

The findings also suggest a pitched battle ahead over the ballot measure, Proposition 23. Though pollsters did not ask specifically about the initiative, they asked whether the state should take action “right away” on its plan to reduce greenhouse gas emissions or wait until the state’s economy and job situation improve. On that point, likely California voters were evenly split (48% to 48%).

Among Democrats, 63% favored immediate action on the state’s plans, and 55% of independent voters shared that view. Two-thirds of Republicans said they preferred to wait until the economy gets better. Supporters of Proposition 23 filed suit in Sacramento County Superior Court on Tuesday challenging the language on the ballot describing the measure.

In the survey’s most dramatic finding, the massive oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico appears to be hardening opposition to more drilling off the California coast, which shot up to 59% from 43% last year. Most voters expressed little confidence that the federal government would be able to prevent a future spill.

The Public Policy Institute surveyed 2,502 state residents by telephone between July 6 and July 20. The margin of sampling error is plus or minus 2 percentage points for the entire sample. 

Analysis: Bill Boosts Natural Gas Vehicles But Hurdles Remain 

Reuters, 29 July 2010, By Edward McAllister

http://www.planetark.com/enviro-news/item/58967
The Energy Bill released on Tuesday is a big boost for the natural gas vehicle (NGV) industry, but natural gas faces hurdles to eroding oil's dominance as a transport fuel in the United States.

For one, even as U.S. natural gas production expands to fuel a growing NGV fleet, a national distribution infrastructure is not yet in place.

In an attempt to reduce U.S. reliance on petroleum, the latest Energy Bill, introduced by Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid, offers $3.8 billion in rebates to buyers of NGVs, from passenger cars to 18-wheelers.

It is the biggest ever incentive for buyers of alternative vehicles, offering subsidies for cars at $10,000 per vehicle and up to $64,000 for heavy trucks. Grants and subsidies for refueling stations and manufacturing plants have also been proposed.

The rebates remove one of the major obstacles to increased use of NGVs in the United States -- the extra cost of an NGV compared to a gasoline or diesel vehicle.

"The proposed incentives will encourage even more individual consumers and fleets to switch to natural gas vehicles. And we expect this to spur manufacturers to produce even more natural gas models," said Richard Kolodzeij, president of trade group NGV America.

However, there is concern that the bill does not go far enough to really boost the use of NGVs.

Sales of natgas vehicles are waning. According to the EIA, the number of NGVs on U.S. roads fell from 118,532 in 2004 to 113,973 in 2008. And without more government support, the EIA sees only a shallow rise in the use of natural gas for transport to 2020.

LOOKING TO TANK UP

Natgas fueling stations are few and far between in the United States, making anything but short, routine journeys possible. There are about 1,000 fueling stations across the United States, but only half of these are open to the public. Many others only allow public refueling after an account has been established.

Reid's Energy Bill offers a $50,000 grant for building a fueling station, but this is a relatively small donation for a potentially $2-million venture. And without fueling stations, car sales will not pick up.

"I'm not sure the station incentives will be robust enough to grow station numbers. I think we will see demand growth for vehicles where we have stations now, but I don't see a big spike in the development of new stations," said Dave Hurst, senior analyst at Pike Research in Detroit.

Even so, analysts say the potential for increased use of NGVs in the United States has great potential to displace large amounts of more expense gasoline and diesel, if sales of trucks and cars do pick up.

The 114,000 natural gas vehicles on U.S. roads in 2008 consumed about 34 billion cubic feet of natural gas, the equivalent of nearly 200 million gallons of gasoline.

That figure could rise to between one and two trillion cubic feet (tcf) by 2035 with government support, according to industry reports and Reuters estimates. Trade group NGV America estimates that NGVs in the United States could displace up to 10 billion gallons of the 50 billion gallons of petroleum expected to be consumed in the United States by 2017.

Even only converting heavy duty trucks could boost natural gas demand significantly, according to a report released in May by the U.S. Energy Information Administration.

Natural gas demand in the heavy truck sector alone could rise to 1.6 trillion cubic feet by 2035, from 0.01 tcf in 2008, the EIA report said. This is about 7 percent of current marketed U.S. gas production.

That could displace 670,000 barrels per day of petroleum in 2035, or about 23 percent of U.S. ultra-low sulfur highway diesel consumption in 2008, assuming 1 tcf of natural gas replaces 500,000 barrels per day of petroleum consumption.

The United States is sitting on huge reserves of natural gas thanks in part to the massive growth in shale gas development in recent years. But environmental and political concerns could slow the growth in supply.

Total U.S. natural gas production is currently around 20 tcf and is expected to rise to 23.3 tcf by 2035, according to EIA projections.

"In the longer term, increased demand for natural gas in the transportation sector would tend to stimulate increases in U.S. natural gas production and imports, as well as higher natural gas prices in all the end-use sectors," the EIA said.

(Editing by Alden Bentley)

Researchers find trouble at the base of the food chain 

ClimateWire, 29 July 2010, By Lauren Morello

http://www.eenews.net/climatewire/2010/07/29/3/
The microscopic plants that form the foundation of the ocean's food web are declining, reports a study published yesterday in the journal Nature.

The tiny organisms, known as phytoplankton, also gobble up carbon dioxide to produce half the world's oxygen output -- equaling that of trees and plants on land.

But their numbers have dwindled since the dawn of the 20th century, with unknown consequences for ocean ecosystems and the planet's carbon cycle.

Researchers at Canada's Dalhousie University say the global population of phytoplankton has fallen about 40 percent since 1950. That translates to an annual drop of about 1 percent of the average plankton population between 1899 and 2008.

The scientists believe that rising sea surface temperatures are to blame.

"It's very disturbing to think about the potential implications of a centurylong decline of the base of the food chain," said lead author Daniel Boyce, a marine ecologist.

They include disruption to the marine food web and effects on the world's carbon cycle. In addition to consuming CO2, phytoplankton can influence how much heat is absorbed by the world's oceans, and some species emit sulfate molecules that promote cloud formation.

A continuing mystery story

"In some respect, these findings are the beginning of the story, not the end," Boyce said. "The first question is what will happen in the future. We looked at these trends over the past century but don't know what will happen 10 years down the road."

The study "makes a sorely needed contribution to our knowledge of historical changes in the ocean biosphere," said David Siegel of the University of California, Santa Barbara, and Bryan Franz of NASA in an essay, also published in Nature.

"Their identification of a connection between long-term global declines in phytoplankton biomass and increasing ocean temperatures does not portend well for [ocean] ecosystems in a world that is likely to be warmer," they wrote. "Phytoplankton productivity is the base of the food web, and all life in the sea depends on it."

Boyce said he and his co-authors began their study in an attempt to get a clearer picture of how phytoplankton were faring, given that earlier studies that relied on satellite measurements produced conflicting results.

Biggest declines at the poles

The scientists dug back into the historical record, well past 1997, the year continuous satellite measurements began. They examined a half-million data points collected using a tool called a Secchi disk, as well as measurements of chlorophyll -- a pigment produced by the plankton.

The Secchi disk was developed in the 19th century by a Jesuit astronomer, Father Pietro Angelo Secchi, when the Papal navy asked him to map the transparency of the Mediterranean Sea.

What Secchi produced was a dinner plate-sized white disk that is lowered into ocean water until it cannot be seen anymore. The depth it reaches before disappearing gives a measure of water clarity.

That can be used as a proxy for phytoplankton population in a given area, since the tiny organisms live close to the ocean's surface, where they are exposed to sunlight they use to produce energy.

Data gathered with a Secchi disk are roughly as accurate as observations collected by satellites, Boyce said, although satellites have greater global reach.

The researchers found the most notable phytoplankton declines in waters near the poles and in the tropics, as well as the open ocean.

They believe that rising sea temperatures are driving the decline. As surface water warms, it tends to form a distinct layer that does not mix well with cooler, nutrient-rich water below, depriving phytoplankton of some of the materials they need to turn CO2 and sunlight into energy.

Whitehouse pushes for ocean fund in energy bill 

Environment and Energy Daily, 29 July 2010, By Allison Winter

http://www.eenews.net/EEDaily/2010/07/29/4/
Environmentalists are vying to include an ocean conservation fund in oil spill legislation under consideration in the House and Senate, although the endowment's chief Senate sponsor says the effort may be a "longshot" in his chamber.

Oceans advocates have pushed for years for a special fund for marine conservation -- which they say is necessary to protect coasts and to reinvest some of the money the oil and gas industry gains from extracting resources from the ocean back into its conservation.

They scored a major victory in the bill scheduled for debate in the House tomorrow, which would steer up to 10 percent of offshore drilling royalties to a new ocean conservation fund.

Environmentalists were given some hope of a similar fund in the Senate when Sens. Sheldon Whitehouse (D-R.I.) and Olympia Snowe (R-Maine) introduced an ocean endowment bill last week. Senate Commerce Chairman Jay Rockefeller (D-W.Va.) is a co-sponsor.

But lawmakers and lobbyists pressing for that measure will have to try to squeeze it into an energy and spill bill that Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-Nev.) wants to keep fairly narrow. Whitehouse said he is pushing to get his ocean endowment included but admitted in an interview this week that his chances are slim.

"I think given how tightly they are trying to narrow and constrict and hold that bill, and how minimal they want the changes to be, it's a bit of a longshot," Whitehouse said of his efforts. "But it's worth trying, and it's got a lot of support from the environmental community, which is a help, because I think they are looking for some good news in all this."

Dozens of groups have come out in support of the provision. Thirty-four environmental groups -- including the Ocean Conservancy, Nature Conservancy, Surfrider Foundation and World Wildlife Fund -- sent a letter to Reid last Friday asking him to include the ocean fund in his energy package. Grassroots advocacy group Oceans Champions dispatched its members to call Senate offices this week and press for inclusion of the fund.

A group of environmental business leaders also sent a letter Monday asking President Obama to support inclusion of the endowment in the Senate bill. The letter was from Environmental Entrepreneurs (E2), a group that represents 850 entrepreneurs, investors and professionals who manage nearly $90 billion of venture capital and private equity.

Oceans experts have been floating the idea of a marine endowment for more than six years. The U.S. Commission on Ocean Policy called for a dedicated fund for ocean conservation from outer continental shelf revenues in its massive 2004 report on ocean policy.

Environmentalists say the need for such a fund is even clearer now that the explosion on the Deepwater Horizon well has fouled the Gulf with crude and put the skids on many coastal businesses.

"Offshore oil and gas poses significant risks and it is only reasonable that a portion of that money would be put back in protecting the ocean and coast and the economy that depends on them," said Emily Woglom, director of government relations for Ocean Conservancy. "That is what we see these funds trying to do."

The House bill's inclusion of an ocean fund gives environmentalists hope the measure might make it through a final conference, but they are pushing the Senate to include the Whitehouse endowment in its bill because that would put them "in a much stronger position," Woglom said.

House, Senate versions differ

The conservation fund in the House bill and Whitehouse's proposal are similar, with a few key differences on where the money would come from and how to allocate payments.

The Whitehouse-Snowe bill would create a "National Endowment for the Oceans, Coasts, and Great Lakes," dedicated to conservation of oceans and coastlines. The measure mandates that 12.5 percent of revenue from outer continental shelf leases go into the ocean endowment, as well as some of the interest from the oil spill liability trust fund and any fines collected for violations of federal laws offshore.

Environmentalists estimate the funding would total more than $1 billion per year. The money would go to coastal states, regional planning entities and competitive grants for conservation projects.

Whitehouse said it would be a "logical" addition to Reid's energy bill, since it is closely related to the bill's oil spill liability title and Reid's provision to increase funding for the Land and Water Conservation Fund.

The House bill includes an "Ocean Resources Conservation and Assistance Fund" (ORCA). More than 40 groups came out in support of ORCA earlier this month, including Coastal States Organization, Sierra Club, Oceana, Woods Hole Oceanographic Institute and Dialytics Inc., an ocean and civil engineering firm.

The biggest difference, according to environmentalists, may be that for money to flow into ORCA, it must first meet the annual approval of congressional appropriators. The Whitehouse bill would set up mandatory funding for the endowment, without going through the appropriations process each year.

The House Natural Resources Committee approved mandatory funding for ORCA in the bill it passed earlier this month, but the version now up for debate in the House makes the funding subject to appropriations.

That is a disappointment to environmentalists, who have seen a similar funding scheme leave the Land and Water Conservation Fund with wildly fluctuating revenues -- which other sections of the energy bill seek to address by providing that fund $900 million in annual mandatory funding. But the change to the House ocean measure could make it less controversial, since it would be deficit neutral.

ORCA would have a slightly smaller funding stream than Whitehouse's endowment proposal. ORCA would receive up to 10 percent of offshore oil and gas revenues. It does not include the extra funding that Whitehouse proposed from other offshore energy projects, the oil spill liability fund and fines.

ORCA would fund similar projects to the Senate proposal but under slightly different allocations. It allots slightly less to coastal states and more to competitive grants than the Senate bill. ORCA also has a specific provision to fund the integrated ocean observing system, a federal forecasting and monitoring system.

Cap-and-trade prospects shaky in lame duck 

Environment and Energy Daily, 29 July 2010, By Robin Bravender 

http://www.eenews.net/EEDaily/2010/07/29/1/
Although many climate advocates have turned their hopes to slipping cap and trade into a House and Senate conference bill after the elections, the uphill climb to 60 Senate votes likely won't get easier during a lame-duck session.

White House spokesman Robert Gibbs energized climate advocates this week when he suggested climate provisions that passed the House last year could be added to a narrower Senate bill during conference negotiations in the fall. Gibbs told reporters he "certainly wouldn't rule it out."

But while Democrats in Congress could attempt to use the conference to advance climate measures that did not directly pass the Senate, analysts say the political landscape likely won't be any better in a lame duck for cap and trade, which would still need 60 Senate votes to overcome a likely filibuster.

"It's unlikely that anyone would be able to do this before the election, and doing it during the lame-duck session is very iffy," said Daniel Weiss, senior fellow at the Center for American Progress Action Fund. Moving a climate bill during a lame-duck session is like being dealt a royal flush in poker, he said. "It's possible and it's great if it happens, but it's a very low percentage occurrence."

In theory, without Election Day looming over the chamber, some Senate Republicans who have supported climate provisions in the past may be more willing to vote for a conference report that included cap-and-trade provisions.

"That is possible, particularly for retiring Republicans who are probably never going to run for office again would feel freer" and less bound by party loyalty, Weiss said. Retiring Republicans who are considered swing votes on climate legislation include Sens. George Voinovich of Ohio, George LeMieux of Florida and Judd Gregg of New Hampshire.

But with Republicans expected to pick up seats in the Senate, some observers say there is little chance they would be willing to negotiate with Democrats during a lame-duck session.

"Just because they do it in lame duck does not necessarily improve its prospects," said Jennifer Duffy, senior editor at the Cook Political Report. If Republicans make big gains, "that would work against Democrats a little bit," she said.

"At least in the Senate, on procedural grounds, they'll probably fight it," Duffy said.

Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-Nev.) yesterday declined to comment on the possibility of adding climate provisions during a conference. "I'm interested in getting the bill that is now before the Senate," he said. "Why don't we just focus on this bill and not something bigger at this stage?"

There are a number of procedural ways Democratic leaders could add broader climate provisions to a conference bill, said Senate historian Donald Ritchie. In the past, some provisions have been added to conference reports that were not mentioned previously in either bill, he said.

"The Constitution doesn't specify how they have to do it," Ritchie said. "The Constitution just specifies that the bill has to be exactly the same form to get to the president."

One Republican senator is mounting a defense well in advance of a vote on any conference legislation. Nebraska Republican Sen. Mike Johanns introduced an amendment this week aimed at blocking Democrats from adding cap and trade to a House and Senate conference report (Greenwire, July 27). He hopes to attach his measure to the Senate's pending small-business jobs bill.

The amendment would require the support of two-thirds of the Senate, or 67 votes, to include cap-and-trade legislation in a House-Senate conference report if the Senate has not already debated and approved it by a 60-vote threshold.

House vote uncertain

And even though the House passed a bill last summer from Reps. Henry Waxman (D-Calif.) and Ed Markey (D-Mass.) that included carbon caps, analysts say it is unclear whether the chamber would vote again for a similar measure.

"It depends on what happens in the election," Duffy said. The Democratic majority in the House is in jeopardy this fall, with many political analysts acknowledging the possibility of a GOP takeover.

Even some Democrats who voted for the House climate bill -- which squeaked by last summer on a 219-212 vote -- might vote against it now if given the chance.

Rep. Collin Peterson (D-Minn.), who voted for the bill, said yesterday that he would vote against cap and trade if it came back to the floor as part of a conference package.

"It ain't gonna happen," Peterson said of the possibility that an emission cap could pass as part of a conference bill.

Rep. Rick Boucher (D-Va.), who also voted for the House climate bill, said it is unclear whether the chamber would pass cap and trade again this year. Although some members who voted for the bill last summer may vote against it in a lame-duck session, he said, the looming threat of U.S. EPA climate rules might prod others to endorse it.

"The reality that EPA's going to regulate if we don't act might persuade members who voted 'no' the previous time to vote 'yes' for a balanced measure believing that that's the better approach," he said.

Boucher is co-sponsoring a bill that would impose a two-year delay on EPA regulations for stationary sources, which are slated to begin next January. He said he and his co-sponsors are working as hard as they can to promote the bill and that "it's gaining some amount of traction."

Canada:

The Earth is hotter than ever, global warming is real: researchers

The Globe and Mail, 29 July 2010, By Paul Waldie

http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/technology/science/the-earth-is-hotter-than-ever-global-warming-is-real-researchers/article1655436/
More than 300 scientists from around the world, including several Canadians, hope to blunt some growing skepticism about 


 with a new report that says global warming is a fact and the Earth is hotter than ever.
climate change
“The conclusion is unmistakable – yes, the planet is warming,” said Derek Arndt, a co-editor of the report, called State of the Climate, which was published by the U.S. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, or NOAA.

“The facts speak for themselves, and speak simultaneously,” said Mr. Arndt, who runs the Climate Monitoring Branch at NOAA. “And, they all point toward the same conclusion – the globe is warming.”

The report – co-edited by researchers in the United States, Canada, Britain and Australia – pulled together data from 10 climate indicators measured by 160 research groups in 48 countries. The scientists compared the figures decade by decade as far back as possible, more than 100 years in some cases. They concluded 2000 to 2009 was the warmest decade ever, and the Earth has been growing warmer for 50 years. Each of the past three decades – 1980s, 1990s and 2000s – was the hottest on record, the researchers said.

This year is shaping up to be even warmer. For the first six months of 2010, the combined global land and ocean temperature was the warmest on record, according to the NOAA.

The study is the most extensive ever done by the agency and it comes after controversy erupted last year when leaked e-mails purported to show that scientists at a world-leading climate institute in Britain had fudged research. Three investigations have concluded that the researchers at the University of East Anglia's Climatic Research Unit did not tamper with data or interfere with the peer review process to exaggerate the threat of global warming.

Mr. Arndt said the NOAA report is meant to be a kind of medical check-up for the planet in which measurements are taken and the results documented. He said it will be up to others to draw conclusions about why climate change is occurring and what should be done about it. “This is basically a broad and comprehensive telling of what’s going on with the climate system,” he said.

Nonetheless, he said he was personally taken aback by how all 10 indicators clearly showed the Earth is heating up. “Seeing them standing next to each other, kind of nakedly, and pointing to the same conclusion, it very much jumped off the page at me... Absolutely, yes, we live in a warming planet.”

Of the 10 measurements, the report said seven are rising – air temperature over land, sea-surface temperature, air temperature over oceans, sea level, ocean heat, humidity and the temperature of the troposphere, which is the atmosphere closest to the Earth’s surface. Three indicators are declining – Arctic sea ice, glaciers and spring snow cover in the Northern Hemisphere. All of which point to a warming trend.

The past decade was 0.6 degrees Celsius warmer than the 1960s, and 0.2 degrees warmer than the 1990s, the report found. While that may seem small, Mr. Arndt said, the planet has already been changed. “Glaciers and sea ice are melting, heavy rainfall is intensifying and heat waves are more common. And, as the new report tells us, there is now evidence more than 90 per cent of warming over the past 50 years has gone into our ocean.”

The researchers also found the retreat of mountain glaciers, an important signal of climate change, continued for the 19th consecutive year in 2009. The cumulative loss of the past 30 years is “equivalent to slicing 13 metres off the top of the average glacier,” the study said. The majority of glaciers in every region surveyed receded last year. For example, of the 88 glaciers examined in Switzerland, 81 had retreated, two advanced and five were stable last year. Of the 93 glaciers in Austria, 85 receded, seven didn’t move and one advanced.

As for Canada, the report noted the mean temperature for 2009 was 0.8 C above normal, tying 1988 as the 14th warmest year since nationwide records began in 1948. The warmest year was 1998, which was 2.5 C above normal. For the decade as a whole, “it is clear that the 2000s was the warmest decade out of the six that are available for this national study, with an average temperature of 1.1C above normal.”

Ottawa praises three provinces set to introduce cap-and-trade system 

The Globe and Mail, 29 July 2010, By Gloria Galloway 

http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/politics/ottawa-praises-three-provinces-set-to-introduce-cap-and-trade-system/article1655271/
The federal Conservative government says it is pleased to learn Canada’s three largest provinces are working independently with two U.S. states to introduce a cap-and-trade system that would put a price tag on greenhouse-gas emissions.

But critics say the government is happy only because the provincial action will reduce the pressure for a national cap-and trade program – something that would not play well in Alberta.

It was announced on Tuesday that Ontario, Quebec and British Columbia will join with California and New Mexico, as part of the Western Climate Initiative, to impose a system of caps on large industrial emitters starting as early as January, 2012. Companies that produce more emissions than allowed would be required to buy credits from companies that emit less.

The decision by the three provinces and two states comes a week after a similar plan was abandoned by the U.S. Senate.

“We support the actions taken by all the government’s partners to reduce greenhouse-gas emissions,” Frederic Baril, a spokesman for Canadian Environment Minister Jim Prentice, said Wednesday. “The development of a cap-and-trade system in the context of the Western Climate Initiative represents a positive step forward and it’s not incompatible with our own initiatives.”

Mr. Prentice has talked about introducing a federal system in Canada. But he has also made it clear it will not happen unless the Americans act first. Democrats in the U.S. Senate conceded last week they do not have the numbers to push through a cap-and-trade program on that side of the border. 

Linda Duncan, the environment critic for the NDP, says she believes U.S. President Barack Obama can use his administrative power to legislate a cap-and-trade system without the support of Congress. But the initiative is off the table in the United States for now, and it is unclear if it will be revisited.

Critics say the Canadian government’s decision to follow the Americans on environmental issues allows the Conservatives to dodge action on climate change – and the move by the provinces to go it alone on cap-and-trade provides just one more reason for them to stand pat.

“It gets them off the hot seat,” said John Bennett, the executive director of the Sierra Club of Canada, an environmental lobby group. “They have been trying to avoid action on climate change since they got elected.… so they are saying if someone else is doing it we don’t have to, and we don’t have to go back to our base in Alberta and tell them they have to do it.”

David McGuinty, the Liberal environment critic, said the government first decided it would hide behind the Obama regime, and now the provinces are another “shield of convenience.”

“It’s all about putting a price on carbon emissions,” Mr. McGuinty said. “This is the petard in which they have been hoisted because they went so hard against pricing carbon in the last election campaign. If they were to call for a cap-and-trade now, they would be accused of hiking energy prices and taxes.”

Canada and the U.S. will continue to set harmonized emissions standards on a sector-by-sector basis – a process that began this year with proposed regulations to cover vehicles. But the Pembina Institute, another environmental lobby group, will hold a news conference Thursday to release a study that it says shows the regulations may have little or no effect.

Clean energy: getting a pulse on Vancouver 

The Globe and Mail, 29 July 2010, By Jeffrey Simpson

http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/opinions/clean-energy-getting-a-pulse-on-vancouver/article1653632/
Vancouver, seductive and beautiful, remains too much a branch-plant kind of town. Compared with Seattle and Portland, to say nothing of northern California, it needs more innovation to push homegrown enterprises to do business outside the local market.

David Helliwell, 38, is trying to do just that. In five years, Mr. Helliwell and his silent partner, a man who made a lot of money developing and selling a large business, has built Pulse Energy into a company that employs 50 people, has enjoyed close to 100-per-cent quarter-over-quarter growth and, if all goes well, might be employing hundreds of people in the near future. From a company whose first contract in 2006 was with an aboriginal band of 100 people, Pulse now works throughout Western Canada and is branching out to other countries.

Mr. Helliwell is building the company from Vancouver, his hometown but a place he’d left to work for many years in Paris, Ottawa and Australia, where he tried his hand at being a professional surfer. He also worked for a year with his father, John, a distinguished economist at the University of British Columbia, on researching the “brain drain,” a hot-button issue a decade ago.

His father thought the fear overblown, said so vigorously in his writings, and might now take some satisfaction in seeing that his son’s company has recently recruited two high-flying professionals from Orbitz in Chicago.

“People from around the world want to live here,” David Helliwell said the other day. “We can play a role in making Vancouver a hub for clean technology.”

Pulse Energy is based on a simple idea: Using less energy makes bottom-line sense. Implementing simple ideas, however, requires minds schooled in complexity to maximize results. So Pulse’s employees include electrical engineers, mathematicians and computer engineers working on software systems to help companies evaluate their energy efficiency and introduce better ways of making further efficiency gains.

Bottom-line improvement gets married with social objectives at Pulse, because the knock-on impacts of greater energy efficiency include fewer greenhouse-gas emissions. The marriage might explain, in part, why three former heads of the Vancouver chapter of Engineers Without Borders are working for Pulse.

Commercial property owners are a prime target for Pulse, as are public institutions with many buildings such as health and education departments and universities. Pulse designed energy efficiency programs for the Vancouver Olympics, and company representatives are off to London to advise Olympic officials on the 2012 Summer Games.

The B.C. government and Vancouver-area municipalities have made promoting clean energy a key policy objective. The federal attitude toward clean energy is more ambivalent.

Ottawa’s Sustainable Technology Development Fund gave money to Pulse. But the best way to spur clean energy would be to price carbon emissions, either by a tax or a cap-and-trade system, neither of which appeals to the Harper government. Climate change for the Harperites, after all, is a subject best avoided or played down.

“Not having national action generally slows things down,” Mr. Helliwell says. “This is the way the world is going, so why don’t we figure out how to get ahead?” Good question. He adds about carbon pricing: “People should pay an appropriate price for something that will ultimately hurt them.”

Mr. Helliwell wanted a company not dependent on the vagaries of government policies or subsidies, such as solar or wind energy. Energy efficiency improvements, by contrast, are all about self-interest for companies and individuals. And companies are sometimes helped by a region’s reputation. Being from B.C., he says, gains Pulse a good hearing in places such as California, because of the province’s reputation in the fight against climate change.

Who knows where Pulse Energy will be in five years? The free market is a dynamic – sometimes cruel – place, full of competitors in a field that common sense dictates will be a growing one. But if the past five years offer any guide, the marriage of venture capital, some government money, smart people with a cause, and a solid business plan should mean good days ahead for Pulse and maybe, some day, a company of some size headquartered in Vancouver, owned by Vancouverites.
Gulf of Mexico oil spill coverage


The Washington Post, 29 July 2010, By David A. Fahrenthold and Leslie Tamura

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/07/28/AR2010072806135_2.html?hpid=topnews&sid=ST2010072806220
Was Tony Hayward right, after all? 

View Only Top Items in This Story
Back in May, BP's chief executive told a British newspaper that "the Gulf of Mexico is a very big ocean," and the vast amounts of oil and chemical dispersants dumped into it were small by comparison. After he said that, BP's well leaked for two more months. Hayward's upbeat assessment was cast as one of many gaffes committed on his way to resignation. 

Now, 14 days after the well was closed and 100 days after the blowout, U.S. government scientists are working on calculations that could shed some light on Hayward's analysis (even if they can't shed light on why he said it). They are trying to figure out where all the oil went. 

Up to 4 million barrels (167 million gallons), the vast majority of the spill, remains unaccounted for in government statistics. Some of it has, most likely, been cleaned up by nature. Other amounts may be gone from the water, but they could have taken on a second life as contaminants in the air, or in landfills around the Gulf Coast. 

And some oil is still out there -- probably mixed with chemical dispersants. Some scientists have described it floating in underwater clouds, which one compared to a toxic fog. 

"That stuff's somewhere," said James H. Cowan Jr., a professor at Louisiana State University. His research has shown concentrations of oil still floating miles from the wellhead. "It's going to be with us for a while. I'm worried about some habitats being exposed chronically to low concentrations of toxins. . . . If the water's contaminated, the animals are going to be contaminated." 

'The truth is in the middle'

By July 15, when the mile-deep BP well was capped, it had leaked out enough oil to fill the Pentagon more than 10 feet high. The gulf's total volume is about 880 million times the size of the Pentagon -- although the oil's effects were concentrated in one corner of it. 

On Wednesday, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration chief Jane Lubchenco said the oil is now much less visible on the surface and present only in microscopic, dilute droplets further down. She said that was a sign that the gulf ecosystem is resilient and processing the hydrocarbons. 

But she said that "doesn't mean the situation is benign, because it is not." 

"There's so much noise out there now saying the gulf is dead or the gulf will come back easily," Lubchenco said. "The truth is in the middle." 

The government's accounting of what became of all the oil will be key to making this final judgment. Officials did not provide a date when that accounting would be ready. For now, government figures allow only a rudimentary estimate of the oil that might still be unaccounted for. 

Relying on the latest estimate of the leak's total volume -- 60,000 barrels (2.5 million gallons) per day, at most -- then 5.2 million barrels may have escaped over 86 days. Of that, about 1.2 million barrels were either siphoned, burned or skimmed. 

That would leave slightly less than 4 million barrels missing. 

View Only Top Items in This Story
The best-case scenario is that much of this amount has been eaten by the gulf's natural stock of oil-munching microbes. Several scientists have said they are concerned that these microbes could cause their own problems, depleting the oxygen that gulf creatures need in the water. 

But Wednesday, NOAA's Lubchenco said oxygen-free dead zones have not been detected so far. And Ed Overton, a professor at LSU, said he believed the microbial process, supercharged by summer heat, was helping. 

"We have made a gigantic biological treatment pond in the gulf," Overton said. Because of its work, he said, "we're well, well over the hump. I would say that the acute damage -- we've seen it, it's [already] been done. And that the environment is in the recovery stage." 

Air quality concerns


But, in some places, good news from the water has meant bad news in the air. A NOAA report on the air quality downwind of the blowout site -- where as much as 10,000 barrels of oil were burned off every day for more than a month -- found high levels of hydrocarbons in the air, as much as 10 times what would be detected in the air over Los Angeles. The amount of "particulate matter," which means microscopic particles suspended in the air, was about twice that found over Los Angeles. 

But on Wednesday, Environmental Protection Agency officials said that the pollutants seem to dissipate in the 40-plus miles between the well site and populated places on land. They said they have taken samples of air at more than 400 sites around the Gulf Coast and have found no evidence that pollutants from the BP spill exceed safe levels. 

"Probably the only good thing about the BP spill is that it was far away from the coastline," said Gina McCarthy, the EPA's assistant administrator overseeing air-pollution programs. "I'm not denying that people are smelling things. But the nose is a much more sophisticated tool . . . than many people realize," she said, and a bad smell doesn't mean toxic air. 

Some other portion of those 4 million missing barrels of oil has been scooped off gulf beaches, placed into plastic bags and carted away. In total, 35,421 tons of oily waste has been taken to landfills around the gulf region, according to data from the EPA and BP -- a total that includes not just the oil itself but also oil-covered seaweed and beach debris, and oil-tainted protective gear worn by cleanup workers. 

The EPA says its procedures will keep the oil from leaching out into groundwater. In Louisiana, in particular, the oily waste is kept in plastic-lined "cells," with a system for capturing leaking oil before it escapes. 

In several communities near the landfills, residents have protested that if BP's cleanup workers need protective suits to get the oily debris off the beach, then the oil doesn't belong in their neighborhoods. They worry it will escape into the ground. 

"It's like someone dumping something in your front yard, and then you call in and complain about it," said Marlin Ladner, 64, a member of the Harrison County, Miss., Board of Supervisors. His coastal county is home to Pecan Grove Landfill, which has received at least 1,210 tons so far. "And they come and pick it up and haul it to your back yard." 

The environmental legacy of the spill -- the final proof or disproof of Hayward's optimism -- will probably depend on the oil that's left. NOAA scientists have offered upbeat assessments of the oil that remains below the ocean's surface, saying they've seen significant concentrations only near the wellhead. 

But other scientists, working for Gulf Coast universities, have reported finding large "clouds" of oil miles away from the site. 

Cowan, the LSU professor, said that two weeks ago his crew had detected a layer of something thick underwater, then sent a remote-controlled submarine down to look at it. They saw BB-size globs, he said, that were the same orangish color as the oil on the surface. He said that, in deeper water, cold temperatures will slow the breakdown of the oil -- and it could affect animals such as worms, fish, crabs and corals. 

One recent study from a Tulane University researcher found what seemed to be a worrying snapshot of what this missing oil is doing. Professor Caz Taylor looked at baby blue crabs and saw something odd under their translucent shells: orange blobs. She speculates that the crabs may have molted in the midst of oil or dispersant and trapped some of it literally inside themselves. 

"We're so unsure of what's going on at this point," including whether the oil might hurt creatures that eat the crabs, Taylor said. "The worrying thing is that we're seeing these droplets everywhere that we're sampling," she said, from Galveston Bay, Tex., to Pensacola, Fla. 

Staff writers Marc Kaufman and Steven Mufson contributed to this report. 

The BP Spill: Has the Damage Been Exaggerated?
Time, 29 July 2010, By Michael Grunwald 

http://www.time.com/time/nation/article/0,8599,2007202,00.html
President Obama has called the BP oil spill "the worst environmental disaster America has ever faced," and so has just about everyone else. Green groups are sounding alarms about the "Catastrophe Along the Gulf Coast," while CBS, Fox and MSNBC slap "Disaster in the Gulf" chryons on all their spill-related news. Even BP fall guy Tony Hayward, after some early happy talk, admitted the spill was an "environmental catastrophe." The obnoxious anti-environmentalist Rush Limbaugh has been a rare voice arguing that the spill — he calls it "the leak" — is anything less than an ecological calamity, scoffing at the avalanche of end-is-nigh eco-hype. 

Well, Rush has a point. The Deepwater explosion was an awful tragedy for the 11 workers who died on the rig, and it's no leak; it's the biggest oil spill in U.S. history. It's also inflicting serious economic and psychological damage on coastal communities that depend on tourism, fishing and drilling. But so far — while it's important to acknowledge that the long-term potential danger is simply unknowable for an underwater event that took place just three months ago — it does not seem to be inflicting severe environmental damage. "The impacts have been much, much less than everyone feared," says geochemist Jacqueline Michel, a federal contractor who is coordinating shoreline assessments in Louisiana. http://www.time.com/time/photogallery/0,29307,1985277,00.html 

Yes, the spill killed birds — but so far, less than 1% of the birds killed by the Exxon Valdez. Yes, we've heard horror stories about oiled dolphins — but, so far, wildlife response teams have collected only three visibly oiled carcasses of any mammals. Yes, the spill prompted harsh restrictions on fishing and shrimping, but so far, the region's fish and shrimp have tested clean, and the restrictions are gradually being lifted. And, yes, scientists have warned that the oil could accelerate the destruction of Louisiana's disintegrating coastal marshes — a real slow-motion ecological calamity — but, so far, shorelines assessment teams have only found about 350 acres of oiled marshes, when Louisiana was already losing about 15,000 acres of wetlands every year. 

The disappearance of more than 2,000 square miles of coastal Louisiana over the last century has been a true national tragedy, ravaging a unique wilderness, threatening the bayou way of life and leaving communities like New Orleans extremely vulnerable to hurricanes from the Gulf. And while much of the erosion has been caused by the re-engineering of the Mississippi River — which no longer deposits much sediment at the bottom of its Delta — quite a bit has been caused by the oil and gas industry, which gouged 8,000 miles of canals and pipelines through coastal wetlands. But the spill isn't making that problem much worse. Coastal scientist Paul Kemp, a former Louisiana State University professor who is now a National Audubon Society vice president, compares the impact of the spill on the vanishing marshes to "a sunburn on a cancer patient." 

Marine scientist Ivor Van Heerden, another former LSU prof who's working for a spill response contractor, says "there's just no data to suggest this is an environmental disaster. I have no interest in making BP look good — I think they lied about the size of the spill — but we're not seeing catastrophic impacts," says Van Heerden, who, like just about everyone else working in the Gulf these days, is being paid out of BP's spill response funds. "There's a lot of hype, but no evidence to justify it." 

The scientists I spoke with cite four basic reasons the initial eco-fears seem overblown. First, the Deepwater Horizon oil, unlike the black glop from the Valdez, is comparatively light and degradable, which is why the slick in the Gulf is dissolving surprisingly rapidly now that the gusher has been capped. Second, the Gulf of Mexico, unlike Prince William Sound, is balmy at more than 85 degrees, which also helps bacteria break down oil. Third, heavy flows of Mississippi River water helped keep the oil away from the coast, where it can do much more damage. Finally, Mother Nature can be incredibly resilient. Van Heerden's assessment team showed me around Casse-tete Island in Timbalier Bay, where new shoots of spartina grasses were sprouting in oiled marshes, and new leaves were growing on the first black mangroves I had ever seen that were actually black. "It comes back fast, doesn't it?" Van Heerden said. http://www.time.com/time/specials/packages/article/0,28804,1995523_1995491,00.html 

Van Heerden is controversial in Louisiana, so I should mention that this isn't the first time he and Kemp helped persuade me the conventional wisdom about a big story was wrong. Shortly after Hurricane Katrina, when the Army Corps of Engineers was still insisting that a gigantic surge had overwhelmed its levees, they gave me a tour that debunked the prevailing narrative, demonstrating that most of the breached floodwalls showed no signs of overtopping. Eventually, the Corps admitted that they were right, that the surge in New Orleans was not so gigantic, that engineering failures had drowned the city. But there was still a lot of resentment down here of Van Heerden and his big mouth, especially after he wrote an I-told-you-so book about Katrina. He made powerful enemies at LSU, lost his faculty job, and is now suing the university. Meanwhile, he's been trashed locally as a BP shill ever since he downplayed the spill in a video on BP's website.

But Van Heerden and Kemp were right about Katrina, and when it comes to BP, they're sticking to the evidence gathered by the spill response teams — which all include a state and a federal representative as well as a BP contractor. So far, the teams have collected nearly 3,000 dead birds, but less than half were visibly oiled; some may have died from eating oil-contaminated food, but others may have simply died naturally at a time when the Gulf happened to be crawling with carcass-seekers. In any case, the Valdez may have killed as many as 435,000 birds. The teams have found 488 dead sea turtles, which is unfortunate, but only 17 were visibly oiled; otherwise, they have found only one other dead reptile in the entire Gulf. "We can't speak to the long-term impacts, but Ivor is just saying what all of us are seeing," says Amy Holman, a National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration director for Alaska who is working on Van Heerden's assessment team in the Gulf. 

The shoreline teams have documented more than 600 miles of oiled beaches and marshes, but the beaches are fairly easy to clean, and the beleaguered marshes don't seem to be suffering much additional damage. Oil has blackened the fringes of the marshes, but most of it stayed within a few feet of the edge; waves from a recent tropical storm did carry some more oil a few meters inland, but very little of it infiltrated the wetland soils that determine the health of the marsh. 

LSU coastal scientist Eugene Turner has dedicated much of his career to documenting how the oil industry has ravaged Louisiana's coast with canals and pipelines, but he says the BP spill will be a comparative blip; he predicts that the oil will destroy fewer marshes than the airboats deployed to clean up the oil. "We don't want to deny that there's some damage, but nothing like the damage we've seen for years," he says. 

It's true that oil spills can create long-term problems; in Alaska, for example, shorebirds that ate Exxon-tainted mussels have had lower reproductive success, and herring fisheries have yet to fully recover. The potential long-term damage that underwater oil plumes and an unprecedented amount of chemical dispersants that BP has spread in the area could have on the region's deepwater ecosystems and food chains might not be known for years. Some scientists worry that the swarms of oil-eating bacteria will lower dissolved oxygen levels; there has been early evidence of modest reductions, although nothing approaching the "dead zones" that were already proliferating in the Gulf of Mexico because of agricultural runoff in the Mississippi Basin. "People always fear the worst in a spill, and this one was especially scary because we didn't know when it would stop," says Michel, an environmental consultant who has worked spills for NOAA for over 30 years. "But the public always overestimates the danger — and this time those of us in the spill business did too." http://www.time.com/time/video/player/0,32068,88867053001_1992868,00.html 

It's easy to overstate the policy implications of this optimistic news. BP still needs to clean up its mess; federal regulation of deepwater drilling still needs to be strengthened; we still need to use fewer fossil fuels that warm the planet; we still don't need to use more corn ethanol (which is actually dirtier than gasoline). The push to exploit the spill to push a comprehensive energy and climate bill through Congress has already stalled anyway — even though the planet still needs one. 

The good news does suggest the folly of Louisiana Governor Bobby Jindal's $350 million plan to build sand berms and rock jetties to protect marshes and barrier islands from oil. Some of the berms are already washing into the Gulf, and scientists agree that oil is the least of the problems facing Louisiana's coast, which had already lost over 2,000 square miles of wetlands before the spill. "Imagine how much real restoration we could do with all that money," Van Heerden says. 

Anti-oil politicians, anti-Obama politicians and underfunded green groups all have obvious incentives to accentuate the negative in the Gulf. So did the media, because disasters drive ratings and sell magazines; those oil-soaked pelicans you keep seeing on TV (and the cover of TIME) were a lot more compelling than the healthy pelicans I saw roosting on some protective boom in Bay Jimmy. Even Limbaugh, when he wasn't downplaying the spill, was outrageously hyping it as "Obama's Katrina." But honest scientists don't do that, even when they work for Audubon. 

"There are a lot of alarmists in the bird world," Kemp says. "People see oiled pelicans, and they go crazy. But this has been a disaster for people, not biota."

After 100 days, still a lot of work to do in gulf, officials say

Los Angeles Times, 28 July 2010, By Richard Fausset and Richard Simon

http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/la-na-oil-spill-20100729,0,1693676.story
Reporting from Atlanta and Washington — 

With BP's troubled oil well temporarily capped and a permanent fix progressing, government officials marked the 100th day of the Gulf of Mexico spill Wednesday by emphasizing the challenges ahead in resolving one of the worst environmental problems in the nation's history.

"I would characterize this as the first 100 days," Coast Guard Rear Adm. Paul Zukunft, the federal on-scene coordinator, said at a news briefing in New Orleans. "We have a lot of work in front of us."

In Congress, lawmakers bickered over proposed rules that would define the offshore industry's future. And on CNN, new BP Chief Executive Robert Dudley offered a qualified assurance that his company's gusher, if not the aftereffects, was a thing of the past.

"I think — no guarantees — but I believe there will be no more oil flowing into the gulf as of the 15th of July," he said, referring to the day crews temporarily sealed the well with a giant mechanical cap.

One of the most important remaining challenges will be BP's attempt to seal the well, which had been leaking as many as 60,000 barrels of oil per day since the April 20 explosion of the Deepwater Horizon rig. An attempt to tamp down the oil with heavy drilling mud injected from the top — the so-called static kill — will probably begin late Sunday or early Monday.

Then, around Aug. 10, crews will attempt to intersect the well far undersea with a relief bore that they will use to jam mud and cement into the bottom of the renegade well. That process could take days or weeks.

Thad Allen, the federal spill response chief, said Wednesday that he had high hopes for the maneuvers, but noted that there were backup plans. They include a second relief well, and, if that fails, a scheme to draw off the oil to nearby production platforms.

"We are optimistic that we will get this thing done," Allen said.

Since the closure of the well with the cap, oil has become increasingly difficult to find on the surface, although scientists remain concerned about large amounts of oil undersea.

Gulf Coast residents now are anxious about losing the only work that was available to sidelined fishermen: cleaning up for BP. Allen said he planned to meet with south Louisiana parish presidents Thursday morning to discuss "how we transition from a response posture, and, once the well is killed, what needs to be done."

Allen said it was likely that oil would continue coming ashore for four to six weeks. And Zukunft added that there will be much work for crews beyond skimming, including collecting and disposing of what he called a "staggering" amount of protective boom, about 11 million feet, that has been strung along coastlines from Louisiana to the Florida Panhandle.

On Capitol Hill, Sen. Bill Nelson (D-Fla.) called for a congressional investigation into BP's plans to write off about $10 billion from its federal taxes because of cleanup costs.

"That would be unacceptable," Nelson said in requesting the Senate Finance Committee investigation.

Rep. Charlie Melancon (D-La.), in a letter to Dudley, called on BP to devote the tax credits to coastal restoration projects in Louisiana. "Although you may believe that you have a legal right to claim these credits, this action does nothing but further hurt the name of your company and provoke anger and despair in the residents of Louisiana," he wrote.

Melancon, who is sponsoring legislation to exempt families' BP disaster payments from federal taxes, said in a statement, "There's something seriously wrong with our tax code when huge corporations like BP can write off the damages they caused, but the Louisiana families and businesses directly harmed by BP are nickel-and-dimed by the IRS."

Partisan sparring over spill legislation intensified in the Senate, complicating an already difficult effort in an election year to get a bill to President Obama's desk swiftly.

Republicans complained that a Democratic proposal to remove the $75-million liability cap for economic damages from spills would shut out smaller companies from offshore drilling and increase U.S. dependence on foreign oil.

They assailed the Democratic bill as a job killer. And they accused Democrats of pursuing a partisan bill that is doomed to fail.

"What should have been a bipartisan bill was hashed out in secret and then written behind closed doors," Sen. Lisa Murkowski of Alaska, the top Republican on the Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee, said on the Senate floor. "Republicans were shut out of the room, but of course will now be blamed for holding up the bill."

Democrats, in turn, accused Republicans of working to protect BP. They contend their bill, which includes measures to promote energy efficiency and alternative-fuel vehicles, would create jobs. And they accused Republicans of standing in the way of considering broader energy and climate-change mitigation measures.

"Republicans should come to their senses and remember that they represent the American people, not BP," said Jim Manley, a spokesman for Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-Nev.).



BP Disaster Reignites California’s Anti-Drilling Fervor

The New York Times, 29 July 2010, By Felicity Barringer 

http://green.blogs.nytimes.com/2010/07/29/bp-disaster-regnites-californias-anti-drilling-fervor/#more-64060
What a difference an oil spill makes. Californians, whose dislike of offshore drilling dates back to the Santa Barbara spill of 1969, had begun to see virtue in new sources of oil as gasoline prices soared in 2008, polls showed. 

That year, for the first time since 2000, when the first poll of the state’s environmental attitudes was taken by the Public Policy Institute of California, a majority — albeit a bare one, 51 percent — was willing to allow more drilling off the California coast. The majority was about the same in 2009, and opposition dwindled to 43 percent. 

The latest poll, however, shows the opposition snapping back after the offshore oil disaster in the Gulf of Mexico. In the institute’s survey this month of 2,502 Californians, 57 percent opposed new offshore drilling; the proportion supporting drilling dropped to 36 percent, down 15 percentage points from 2009 levels.

About 11 percent of the respondents also said they considered oil drilling the top environmental problem. 

Californians also maintain their historic concern about air pollution; the state is home to two of the most polluted air basins in the country, encompassing greater Los Angeles, with its clogged freeways, and the San Joaquin Valley, with its agricultural machinery, confined feedlots for hundreds of cattle or swine, and drought-nurtured dust.

Some 23 percent of those polled judged that air pollution was the state’s biggest environmental problem. Some 12 percent said that water supply was the biggest issue, while 6 percent singled out water pollution. The state has been in the grip of a drought the past three years, although rain was copious this year and the snowpack in the Sierra above average.

The percentage naming global warming as the top problem dropped to 4 percent; it had peaked in 2007 at 11 percent. While 54 percent said that the effects of climate change were already palpable, that was down 7 percentage points from last year. 

About 19 percent of respondents said they did not believe that effects from climate change would ever be felt; among self-identified Republicans, that trend was striking. In 2007, 18 percent of Republicans felt there would be no impact; this year, the figure was 40 percent, up from 34 percent in 2009.

That figure could provide succor to those campaigning for Proposition 23, a measure on the ballot this fall that is designed to derail California’s 2006 law to combat climate change.

Still, nearly three of four state residents agreed that the state’s future economy and quality of life are threatened by climate change, a result that may give heart to those opposing the ballot measure. More than three-quarters of residents and 70 percent of those calling themselves likely voters favored controls on greenhouse gas emissions. 

In California, most emissions come from the transportation sector, particularly passenger cars. But oil refineries would also face expensive choices under a carbon-controlled regimen. Two Texas oil companies have been bankrolling the effort to put the 2006 law on hold.

An Oil Slick to Rival Oklahoma

The New York Times, 28 July 2010, By Justin Gillis 

http://green.blogs.nytimes.com/2010/07/28/an-oil-slick-to-rival-oklahoma/#more-63986
With no more oil flowing into the Gulf of Mexico from the the blown-out BP well, the surface oil slick seems to be breaking down rapidly, as Campbell Robertson and I report in Wednesday’s paper. That the surface oil would fade away is no surprise: scientists have long understood how oil weathers and dissipates in the environment.

The remarkable thing is how fast it seems to be happening in this case, with the slick virtually gone less than two weeks after BP managed to cap the well. Scientists cite a combination of warm weather in the gulf, which encourages the rapid biological breakdown of oil as well as the fast evaporation of some of its compounds, and recent storms that helped disperse the oil.

Our article emphasizes that the damage from the spill is not over and years of work remain to assess that harm and restore the ecology of the gulf. Still, we have probably reached a point where it makes sense to start toting up numbers for the history books on the Great Oil Spill of 2010.

SkyTruth, a small environmental organization, gets a jump on that task here. John Amos, its president, has been assiduously tracking the spill using satellite images since it began. He was one of the first to raise alarms about the low-ball estimates of the leak rate, and his critique ultimately helped force the government into revising its estimates way upward.

Mr. Amos has created a map, shown above, that combines all the areas of the gulf that were hit by the oil slick as it drifted around with the winds and the currents. His main finding is that the slick, at one point or another, covered a total of 68,000 square miles of the ocean surface, about the size of the state of Oklahoma.
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Biofuels could increase food production, says report
Scidev.net (Africa) - Planting biofuel crops in Africa need not damage capacity to grow food and could even enhance food security, according to a controversial review prepared for the Forum for Agricultural Research in Africa (FARA).

The report, with case studies on six countries in East, West and southern Africa, concludes that bioenergy production can expand across the continent and provide income and energy to farmers without displacing food crops. Potential conflicts between bioenergy and food needs can be addressed with the right approaches, said Rocio Diaz-Chavez, a researcher at Imperial College, London, and lead author of 'Mapping Food and Bioenergy in Africa', launched at the 5th African Agricultural Science Week in Burkina Faso last week (23 July).

"If approached with the proper policies and processes and with the inclusion of all the various stakeholders, bioenergy is not only compatible with food production but can greatly benefit agriculture in Africa," said Diaz-Chavez, citing the benefits of investment in land, infrastructure and human resources.

The report's conclusions were drawn from a review of existing research and case studies of biofuel production and policies in Kenya, Mali, Mozambique, Senegal, Tanzania and Zambia. It found there is enough land to allow a significant increase in the cultivation of sugar cane, sorghum and jatropha for biofuels without decreasing food production. www.africagoodnews.com/innovation/biofuels-could-increase-food-production-says-report.html
Kenya to host 'green economy' conference

The 12th annual East African Power Industry Convention (EAPIC) conference on opportunities to build power capacity and sustainability will be held in Nairobi between August 31 and September 3 2010.
KBC (Kenya) -Speaking at an event in Kigali recently the executive director of the United Nations Environment Programme Achim Steiner said biodiversity, the green economy and sustainability were "not just a matter of dollars and cents" but in many cases, economic principles that needed to be carried across to ministers of finance and trade, economic advisors, local authorities and corporate chiefs. 

He stressed the importance of conveying the potentially devastating effects of current economic models on areas such as climate change or global warming and the inordinate opportunities available through sustainable management of natural resources. Steiner encouraged countries to see the current environmental landscape as one "riven with challenges, but also opportunities." "One where countries are in part seizing the initiative and acting to transform part of their development paths via transitions such as the green economy with a common goal of a healthy, productive and well-managed planet that can give everyone the opportunity to flourish under the theme of Many Species, One Planet, One Future," . The concept of the green economy is one which is driven by ecological economics - addressing the interdependence of humans and the environment and addressing the potentially devastating effects of economic activity on climate change and global warming. 

A green economy includes power generation through renewable sources, job creation and economic growth through environmentally conscious decisions and choices. East African power generation is mostly dependent on hydro power, yet, given that the region has, for a number of years, been suffering from a lack of adequate rainfall, there is a real concern that the current dependence on hydro power is going to continue resulting in ongoing power shortages. 

There is a real drive by various stakeholders within the East Africa power sector to expand the current energy mix, to include increased use of geothermal and renewable energy.  There is also a big drive, especially in Kenya, to improve the understanding of both domestic and industrial consumers about the importance of energy efficiency and proper energy management.

EAPIC 2010 will provide practical insight into expanding the energy mix for East Africa, taking into consideration the role that renewable energy, geothermal and traditional generation sources can play in securing the power supply for the region.  Discussions will focus on fast-tracking interconnection between countries and the vital role that regional power pools play in ensuring stable, quality electricity to commercial, industrial and domestic consumers. http://www.kbc.co.ke/story.asp?ID=65611
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General Assembly declares access to clean water and sanitation is a human right
Safe and clean drinking water and sanitation is a human right essential to the full enjoyment of life and all other human rights, the General Assembly declared today, voicing deep concern that almost 900 million people worldwide do not have access to clean water.

The 192-member Assembly also called on United Nations Member States and international organizations to offer funding, technology and other resources to help poorer countries scale up their efforts to provide clean, accessible and affordable drinking water and sanitation for everyone.

The Assembly resolution received 122 votes in favour and zero votes against, while 41 countries abstained from voting.

The text of the resolution expresses deep concern that an estimated 884 million people lack access to safe drinking water and a total of more than 2.6 billion people do not have access to basic sanitation. Studies also indicate about 1.5 million children under the age of five die each year and 443 million school days are lost because of water- and sanitation-related diseases.

Today’s resolution also welcomes the UN Human Rights Council’s request that Catarina de Albuquerque, the UN Independent Expert on the issue of human rights obligations related to access to safe drinking water and sanitation, report annually to the General Assembly as well.

Ms. de Albuquerque’s report will focus on the principal challenges to achieving the right to safe and clean drinking water and sanitation, as well as on progress towards the relevant Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).

The MDGs, a series of targets for reducing social and economic ills, all by 2015, includes the goals of halving the proportion of people who cannot reach or afford safe drinking water and halving the number who do not have basic sanitation.

In a related development, Ms. de Albuquerque issued a statement today after wrapping up a nine-day official visit to Japan in which she praised the country for its nearly universal access to water and sanitation and for its use of innovative technologies to promote hygiene and treat wastewater.

But the Independent Expert said she was shocked that some members of the Utoro community near Kyoto, where Koreans have been living for several generations, still do not have access to water from the public network.

“People are also not connected to the sewage network, despite the fact that the surrounding area is largely covered by sewage service,” she said. “When floods occur, as happened one year ago, the lack of sewage and proper evacuation of grey water result in contamination of the environment, including with human faeces, posing serious health concerns.

“I am also worried that water and sanitation are extremely expensive for some people living in Utoro, who reportedly do not have a right to receive a pension.”
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