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Other Environment News

· BBC: UN climate talks in the mire?
· New York Times: Exploring Algae as Fuel
· Live Science (US): Tropical Biodiversity Explained by Steady Temperatures 
· AP: Some oil spill events from Sunday, July 25, 2010
· Reuters: China Dalian oil spill cleaned 9 days after accident
· Reuters: BP's Hayward to step aside as Gulf work resumes
· AP: Environmentalists: Don't overlook onshore drilling
· Christian Science Monitor (US): Temperatures hit record highs globally. El Nino or global warming?
Environmental News from the UNEP Regions

· RONA
Other UN News
· Environment News from the UN Daily News of July 15th 2010
· Environment News from the S.G.’s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of July 16th 2010 (None)
UNEP and the Executive Director in the News 

Plastiki Coverage:
Washington Post (US): Boat made of plastic bottles arrives in Sydney
26th July 2010

A sailboat largely constructed from 12,500 recycled plastic bottles docked in Sydney Harbour on Monday, after four difficult months crossing the Pacific Ocean on a journey meant to raise awareness about the perils of plastic waste. 

The crew of the Plastiki, a 60-foot (18-meter) catamaran that weathered fierce ocean storms during its 8,000 nautical miles at sea, left San Francisco on March 20, stopping along the way at various South Pacific island nations including Kiribati and Samoa. 

"This is the hardest part of the journey so far - getting it in!" expedition leader David de Rothschild yelled from the boat as the crew struggled to maneuver the notoriously tough-to-steer vessel into port outside the Australian National Maritime Museum. 

A crowd of about 100 erupted into cheers after the Plastiki finally docked. De Rothschild - a descendant of the well-known British banking family - exchanged high fives and hugs with his crew, pumping his fists into the air in victory. 

"It has been an extraordinary adventure," he said. 

De Rothschild, 31, said the idea for the journey came to him after he read a United Nations report in 2006 that said pollution - and particularly plastic waste - was seriously threatening the world's oceans.

He figured a good way to prove that trash can be effectively reused was to use some of it to build a boat. The Plastiki - named after the 1947 Kon-Tiki raft sailed across the Pacific by explorer Thor Heyerdahl - is fully recyclable and gets its power from solar panels and windmills. 

The boat is almost entirely made up of bottles, which are held together with an organic glue made of sugar cane and cashews, but includes other materials too. The mast, for instance, is recycled aluminum irrigation pipe. 

"The journey of the Plastiki is a journey from trash to triumph," said Jeffrey Bleich, the U.S. Ambassador to Australia, who greeted the team after they docked. 

During their 128-day journey, the six-member crew lived in a cabin of just 20 feet by 15 feet (6 meters by 4.5 meters), took saltwater showers, and survived on a diet of dehydrated and canned food, supplemented with the occasional vegetable from their small on-board garden. 

Along the way, they fought giant ocean swells, 62-knot (70 mile-an-hour) winds, temperatures up to 100 degrees Fahrenheit (38 degrees Celsius) and torn sails. The crew briefly stopped in Queensland state last week, after battling a brutal storm off the Australian coast. 

Skipper Jo Royle also had the particular challenge of being the only woman on board.

"I'm definitely looking forward to a glass of wine and a giggle with my girlfriends," she said. 

Vern Moen, the Plastiki's filmmaker, missed the birth of his first child - though he managed to watch the delivery on a grainy Skype connection. He met his son for the first time after docking in Sydney. 

"It was very, very surreal to show up on a dock and it's like, 'here's your kid," he said with a laugh. 

Although the team had originally hoped to recycle the Plastiki, de Rothschild said they are now thinking of keeping it intact, and using it as a way of enlightening people to the power of recycling. 

"There were many times when people looked at us and said, 'you're crazy,'" de Rothschild said. "I think it drove us on to say, 'Anything's possible.'"
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Sydney Morning Herald (Australia): Plastic is fantastic for banking dynasty heir
26th July 2010

David de Rothschild doesn't believe in half measures.

As an adventurer, he is the youngest Briton to reach both the north and south poles, one of a handful of people to have traversed Antarctica by foot and ski, and holds the world speed record for the fastest crossing of the Greenland ice cap.
As an environmentalist, when he decided in 2006 to take on people's insatiable appetite for plastic, he put a team together and built a catamaran made entirely out of recycled plastic using 12,500 bottles.

The 31-year-old natural medicine graduate called the boat Plastiki, after the 1947 Kon-Tiki sailing expedition by Norwegian Thor Heyerdahl, and sailed it across the Pacific towards Sydney.

Plastiki is now making its way down Australia's eastern coast and is due to arrive today.
Along the way, the youngest heir to Britain's Rothschild banking dynasty has conducted countless media interviews on his satellite phone, expressing his passion for the environment and plastic's drastic impact on it.

He even has advice for the Australian electorate.

"You've got an election coming up and I would say that whoever you decide to go for, go for the person who is going to give nature a voice and going to do the smart thing towards the environment."

De Rothschild's message is simple: plastic is fantastic, and we should learn how to reuse and recycle it, instead of discarding it as waste that then goes on to pollute our land and oceans.

“The story that has been told to us about plastic is that it's cheap, it's valueless, it's non-toxic, it's easy to use and don't worry about throwing it out because we can just make some more.

“The reality is it's not cheap, it's not non-toxic, it's not valueless, it's valuable, it uses a lot of resources.

“It's crazy to think we are producing goods that need a huge amount ... of natural resources and energy, to then consume or throw out within literally minutes of purchase.”

But de Rothschild's goal - to change people's attitudes to plastic - is ambitious. Can he really help to shift public perceptions of the synthetic material, which is part of almost all aspects of our everyday life, from baby pacifiers to stockings to water pipes?

Plastic was first developed for commercial use more than a century ago in 1909 by Leo Hendrik Baekeland, who called it Bakelite. Since then, most of the plastic produced is still somewhere on our planet.

Sixty billion tons of plastic is produced every year. The United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) says there are over 13,000 pieces of plastic in every square kilometre of ocean surface.

Everyday, about eight million items of marine litter enter the planet's waterways. A floating "Great Pacific Garbage Patch" about six times the size of England and containing up to 100 million tons of plastic waste is trapped in the Pacific Ocean, killing 1 million seabirds and 100,000 sea mammals and countless fish every year, the UN estimates.

The plastic in the oceans and seas - disintegrated by sunlight into little particles called nurdles - are so small they can hardly be seen.

They attract toxins such as DDT and PCBs, and enter into our food cycle when they are swallowed by fish, some of which eventually end up on our dinner tables.

While there have been global moves to reduce the use of what de Rothschild calls "dumb single-use plastic", such as plastic bags, plastic bottles and styrofoam, environmentalists warn we have to change the way we look at waste if we want to see a substantial reduction in the production of new plastic.

That's where de Rothschild comes in.

He is keen to promote the message that, with a bit of innovation, we can start to change the types of plastic we produce, from those mixed with other materials, making them difficult to recycle, to single-substance plastics that can be easily repurposed.

"Waste is basically inefficient design," he says.

"We need to start designing more efficiently, understanding materials and re-engineering how we value plastics at the end of their life cycles so that they're reclaimed and reused, reducing .... our impact on the natural environment."

During the Plastiki's development, de Rothschild and his team created a fully recyclable, self-reinforcing, mono-polymer plastic called Seretex. They also developed an organic glue made out of cashew nuts and sugar cane that held the bottles together.

De Rothschild is confident both these new substances have real-world applications, with the Seretex showing "there's a post-consumer life for these plastics".

It is this chance to "articulate what's going right so that we are not always feeding off the negative" that de Rothschild relishes. He believes positive messages are absent from current discussions about the environment and climate change.

"The environmental message has quickly become a two-story message. One, energy, two, carbon.

"Both those things are very intangible for a lot of people. When was the last time you touched a ton of carbon, what does it feel like, smell like?

"Let's tell some nice stories. Some stories of hope. People are driven by positivity. If someone keeps on telling you the bad news, you just switch off."

The Plastiki will be moored at Sydney's Maritime Museum in Darling Harbour for about a month and a half. De Rothschild is expected to travel around Australia to give talks on his voyage, including lectures at the University of Sydney and Bond University on the Gold Coast.
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Brisbane Times (Australia): Plastic is fantastic for banking dynasty heir

26th July 2010

David de Rothschild doesn't believe in half measures.

As an adventurer, he is the youngest Briton to reach both the north and south poles, one of a handful of people to have traversed Antarctica by foot and ski, and holds the world speed record for the fastest crossing of the Greenland ice cap.
As an environmentalist, when he decided in 2006 to take on people's insatiable appetite for plastic, he put a team together and built a catamaran made entirely out of recycled plastic using 12,500 bottles.

The 31-year-old natural medicine graduate called the boat Plastiki, after the 1947 Kon-Tiki sailing expedition by Norwegian Thor Heyerdahl, and sailed it across the Pacific towards Sydney.

Plastiki is now making its way down Australia's eastern coast and is due to arrive today.
Along the way, the youngest heir to Britain's Rothschild banking dynasty has conducted countless media interviews on his satellite phone, expressing his passion for the environment and plastic's drastic impact on it.

He even has advice for the Australian electorate.

"You've got an election coming up and I would say that whoever you decide to go for, go for the person who is going to give nature a voice and going to do the smart thing towards the environment."

De Rothschild's message is simple: plastic is fantastic, and we should learn how to reuse and recycle it, instead of discarding it as waste that then goes on to pollute our land and oceans.

“The story that has been told to us about plastic is that it's cheap, it's valueless, it's non-toxic, it's easy to use and don't worry about throwing it out because we can just make some more.

“The reality is it's not cheap, it's not non-toxic, it's not valueless, it's valuable, it uses a lot of resources.

“It's crazy to think we are producing goods that need a huge amount ... of natural resources and energy, to then consume or throw out within literally minutes of purchase.”

But de Rothschild's goal - to change people's attitudes to plastic - is ambitious. Can he really help to shift public perceptions of the synthetic material, which is part of almost all aspects of our everyday life, from baby pacifiers to stockings to water pipes?

Plastic was first developed for commercial use more than a century ago in 1909 by Leo Hendrik Baekeland, who called it Bakelite. Since then, most of the plastic produced is still somewhere on our planet.

Sixty billion tons of plastic is produced every year. The United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) says there are over 13,000 pieces of plastic in every square kilometre of ocean surface.

Everyday, about eight million items of marine litter enter the planet's waterways. A floating "Great Pacific Garbage Patch" about six times the size of England and containing up to 100 million tons of plastic waste is trapped in the Pacific Ocean, killing 1 million seabirds and 100,000 sea mammals and countless fish every year, the UN estimates.

The plastic in the oceans and seas - disintegrated by sunlight into little particles called nurdles - are so small they can hardly be seen.

They attract toxins such as DDT and PCBs, and enter into our food cycle when they are swallowed by fish, some of which eventually end up on our dinner tables.

While there have been global moves to reduce the use of what de Rothschild calls "dumb single-use plastic", such as plastic bags, plastic bottles and styrofoam, environmentalists warn we have to change the way we look at waste if we want to see a substantial reduction in the production of new plastic.

That's where de Rothschild comes in.

He is keen to promote the message that, with a bit of innovation, we can start to change the types of plastic we produce, from those mixed with other materials, making them difficult to recycle, to single-substance plastics that can be easily repurposed.

"Waste is basically inefficient design," he says.

"We need to start designing more efficiently, understanding materials and re-engineering how we value plastics at the end of their life cycles so that they're reclaimed and reused, reducing .... our impact on the natural environment."

During the Plastiki's development, de Rothschild and his team created a fully recyclable, self-reinforcing, mono-polymer plastic called Seretex. They also developed an organic glue made out of cashew nuts and sugar cane that held the bottles together.

De Rothschild is confident both these new substances have real-world applications, with the Seretex showing "there's a post-consumer life for these plastics".

It is this chance to "articulate what's going right so that we are not always feeding off the negative" that de Rothschild relishes. He believes positive messages are absent from current discussions about the environment and climate change.

"The environmental message has quickly become a two-story message. One, energy, two, carbon.

"Both those things are very intangible for a lot of people. When was the last time you touched a ton of carbon, what does it feel like, smell like?

"Let's tell some nice stories. Some stories of hope. People are driven by positivity. If someone keeps on telling you the bad news, you just switch off."

The Plastiki will be moored at Sydney's Maritime Museum in Darling Harbour for about a month and a half. De Rothschild is expected to travel around Australia to give talks on his voyage, including lectures at the University of Sydney and Bond University on the Gold Coast.

Also appeared in: WA Today (Australia), The Age (Australia)
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CNN: Plastiki, boat made of plastic bottles, nears end of Pacific voyage

25th July 2010

Call it a "message in a bottle" or an epic eco-adventure -- but now after 8,000 nautical miles and nearly four months at sea, you can finally call it over.

After sailing through brutal southern storms and battling numerous technical challenges, the crew of "Plastiki" -- a ship made out of thousands of plastic bottles -- is now on its final leg of a trip across the Pacific Ocean.

"It feels amazing," Plastiki's expedition leader, David de Rothschild, told CNN Sunday. "I think what's happened with the Plastiki has really captured the world's imagination... the impact has really surpassed my expectations."

The Plastiki will reach Sydney, its final destination, Monday morning -- ending a 125-day journey, but also completing years of planning and dedication for the team.

De Rothschild said that a 2006 United Nations report on plastic littering the world's oceans was his personal catalyst for action.

Made of approximately 12,500 reclaimed plastic bottles and engineered using the most sustainable methods possible, the Plastiki is meant to be used as a platform upon which solutions to the myriad of environmental problems can be found.

"I was inspired to go out and really build Plastiki to showcase waste as a resource," said de Rothschild. "And here we are nearly four years to the day just pulling in to a little harbor just north of Sydney, ready to sail in tomorrow [Monday]."

The Plastiki's arrival in Sydney will not, however, be the 60-foot catamaran's first time to reach Australian soil.

Winter storms producing near-hurricane strength winds forced the vessel and its crew to take refuge in Mooloolaba, Queensland, on July 19.

Brutal winter storms in the Tasman Sea made the leg from New Caledonia the most challenging.

One night, winds gusting over 60 knots surprised the crew, leaving them battling to prevent the mast buckling and losing the sail for eight hours.

Co-skipper of the boat, Dave Thomson, called the waves some of "the biggest you're likely to see."

Once in Sydney, the Plastiki will be harbored at the Australian National Maritime Museum.

It will remain on display for a month as crew members hold special events aimed at raising awareness of plastic waste in the ocean. The general public will also have the opportunity to visit the vessel during an open day.

But de Rothschild said that although the boat is made of recyclable material, he's not planning to toss it in the chipper just yet.

"I really feel the Plastiki is entering its next chapter," said de Rothschild, outlining hopes to put the boat on display around the world.

"The plan is to create a global oceans exhibit that can showcase not only the issue of throw-away plastics but really about nurturing and re-evaluating our oceans... our most precious of ecosystems," he added. "The Plastiki is definitely not coming to a halt."
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Toronto Sun (Canada): Plastic-bottle boat crosses the Pacific

24th July 2010

The Plastiki, a catamaran made of 12,500 reclaimed plastic bottles, is set to complete its 12,000-km voyage across the Pacific from San Francisco to Sydney, Australia, Monday.

The 19-metre vessel with a crew of six aboard was stalled by southerly headwinds just off the Australian coast Sunday afternoon, the Sydney Morning Herald reported.

The final leg of the Plastiki's trans-Pacific voyage would have to be made under tow from a motor vessel because the catamaran — unlike a single-hull sailing vessel — cannot sail into a headwind, the paper said.

The Plastiki expedition — brainchild of banking heir and ecologist David de Rothschild — is designed to raise awareness of plastic pollution and overfishing in the world's oceans.

The Plastiki's name is a play on the Kon-Tiki raft which Norwegian adventurer Thor Heyerdahl sailed across the Pacific in 1947.

The 12,500 recycled plastic bottles forming the vessel's double hull are packed together in a "pomegranate-like" structure and fixed to pontoons and held together with a fully recyclable plastic called Seretex and an organic glue made from cashew nut husks and sugarcane. Its masts are made of reclaimed aluminum irrigation pipes and its sails of recycled plastic fibres.

The Plastiki uses fully renewable energy sources including solar, wind and sea turbines, so the crew are disappointed their entrance into Sydney harbour will not be under their own power, the Sydney Morning Herald said.

"It is a little sad in a way being on a vessel that isn't actually sailing," de Rothschild told the paper in a radio interview. "We were hoping to arrive on Sunday so that more people would be able to come out and join the celebration but it is still exciting — this has been four years in the planning and we have been four months at sea."

The five men and one woman aboard the Plastiki set sail from San Francisco on March 20.

In the next four months they survived winter storms, sailing for weeks through an enormous swirling mass of plastic garbage the size of Texas in the middle of the Pacific, and those final pesky headwinds off Sydney harbour.

"We've spent four months at sea but have seen very little fish stock and only a handful of marine mammals," de Rothschild told AFP Friday. "That is a real sign that the oceans are in desperate need of our help."

British skipper Jo Royle, 30 — the only woman on board — told the Morning Herald she was anticipating the end of the incredible journey and some non-male companionship for a change: "I am looking forward to a girlie giggle and a glass of wine. Everyone on board has a job to do, we have two filmmakers and a photographer. We all have our roles and we also all have to do a watch. It has been a remarkable voyage."

As for the Plastiki, it will be be moored at Sydney's Maritime Museum for at least a month. After that, David de Rothschild said, "We may just recycle the whole thing."
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ABC News (Australia): Plastic catamaran has message on a bottle

24th July 2010

The crew of a catamaran made from plastic bottles say they hope their Pacific crossing will highlight the danger that plastic waste poses to oceans.

The mainly British crew of the Plastiki, a pun on the Kon-Tiki raft Norwegian explorer Thor Heyerdahl used in his 1947 Pacific expedition, is expected to arrive in Sydney next week after a four-month voyage.

"We have this addiction to single-use, throwaway plastic, which is choking up the ecosystem," expedition leader David de Rothschild said in a Skype link-up with Achim Steiner, head of the Nairobi-based UN Environment Programme.

"With Plastiki, we want to enlighten, inform and inspire people and show that there are solutions here and not just problems."

The catamaran's hull is made from 12,500 recycled plastic bottles glued together with an environmentally-friendly adhesive made from cashew nuts and sugar, UNEP said in a statement.

The Plastiki's 10-strong crew left San Francisco in March and sailed through the North Pacific gyre, a swirling 3.5-million-tonne mass of waste which is roughly the size of Texas and better known as the Great Pacific Garbage Patch.

"We've spent four months at sea but have seen very little fish stock and only a handful of marine mammals," de Rothschild said. "That is a real sign that the oceans are in desperate need of our help."

The crew was inspired to undertake the voyage after reading a 2009 UNEP report that found that 13,000 pieces of plastic waste are floating on every square kilometre of ocean and that eight million pieces of litter enter the world's oceans every day.

Also appeared in: PhysOrg.com, 
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AFP: Plastic catamaran has message on a bottle

23rd July 2010

NAIROBI — The crew of a catamaran made from plastic bottles and about to complete a Pacific crossing said Friday they hoped their odyssey would highlight the danger that plastic waste poses to the oceans.

The mainly British crew of the Plastiki -- a pun on the Kon-Tiki raft Norwegian explorer Thor Heyerdahl used in his 1947 Pacific expedition -- is expected to arrive in Sydney next week after a four-month voyage.

"We have this addiction to single-use, throwaway plastic, which is choking up the ecosystem," expedition leader David de Rothschild said in a Skype link-up with Achim Steiner, head of the Nairobi-based UN Environment Programme.

"With Plastiki, we want to enlighten, inform and inspire people and show that there are solutions here and not just problems."

The catamaran's hull is made from 12,500 recycled plastic bottles glued together with an environmentally-friendly adhesive made from cashew nuts and sugar, UNEP said in a statement.

The Plastiki's 10-strong crew left San Francisco in March and sailed through the North Pacific gyre, a swirling 3.5-million-tonne mass of waste which is roughly the size of Texas and better known as the Great Pacific Garbage Patch.

"We?ve spent four months at sea but have seen very little fish stock and only a handful of marine mammals," de Rothschild said. "That is a real sign that the oceans are in desperate need of our help."

The crew was inspired to undertake the voyage after reading a 2009 UNEP report that found that 13,000 pieces of plastic waste are floating on every square kilometre of ocean and that eight million pieces of litter enter the world's oceans every day.
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My Sailing (Blog): Plastiki reaches Sydney after 8000 mile sail
26th July 2010

After sailing more than 8,000 nautical miles and spending 128 days crossing the Pacific, the world’s largest ocean, in a boat made of 12,500 plastic PET bottles, the Plastiki expedition and her crew have safely and successfully reached their planned destination of Sydney to cheers of welcome and support.

Arriving at Sydney Heads at 11.10am local time with a 12knot south south easterly breeze, the Plastiki triumphantly sailed into Sydney Harbour to cheers of welcome and support from a small spectator flotilla.. The historic expedition was completed in four legs : San Francisco – Kiribati - Western Samoa - New Caledonia before reaching the Australian Coast (Mooloolaba) on Monday 19 July and continuing on to Sydney.

“It’s an incredible feeling to finally arrive in Sydney. We had great faith in the design and construction of Plastiki and while many people doubted we’d make it, we have proved that a boat made from plastic bottles can stand up to the harsh conditions of the Pacific.” expedition leader, David de Rothschild said.

De Rothschild, 31 from the United Kingdom, paid tribute to his fellow adventurers, Jo Royle (Skipper), David Thomson (Co-Skipper), Graham Hill (Founder of Treehugger.com), Olav Heyerdahl, Matthew Grey, Luca Babini (Photographer), Vern Moen (Myoo Media Film maker), Max Jourdan and Singeli Agnew (National Geographic Film makers) for their skill and commitment during the voyage.

“Jo and the rest of the crew did a remarkable job sailing the Plastiki safely across the Pacific and it is due to their collective efforts that we’ve been able to raise global awareness of the issue of plastic waste in the world’s oceans. 

If there’s waste, it’s badly designed in the first place, and we need to start taking a serious look at the way we produce and design every product we use in our lives,” De Rothschild said.

The Plastiki was officially welcomed by Sydney’s Deputy Lord Mayor, Phillip Black and the US Ambassador to Australia, Jeffrey Bleich when she docked at the Australian National Maritime Museum, Darling Harbour. Plastik will be on public display for the next month at the ANMM.

Over four months ago on March 20, 2010, under the watchful eye of a global audience, an inspiring yet experimental and innovative one-of-a-kind catamaran set sail under the shadow of San Francisco’s world famous Golden Gate Bridge. Carrying a crew of six intrepid explorers, the Plastiki set out on an epic and demanding mission described by the San Francisco chronicle as the “adventure of the century”. 

The pursuit of this audacious and unrivalled ocean expedition: to alert the world to the shocking and unnecessary effects of single use plastics on the health of our oceans and its inhabitants. According to Expedition Leader and founder of Adventure Ecology, David de Rothschild, this is a complex, challenging and now hugely catastrophic issue that scientists estimate is causing devastation on an unprecedented scale - every year at least one million seabirds and 100,000 marine mammals and sea turtles die when they become entangled or ingest plastic pollution.

David de Rothschild and the crew of the Plastiki have been on a mission to not only beat waste but to create a global message of hope by spotlighting some of the real world solutions. After braving the full extremes of the Pacific Ocean one of the largest and most challenging oceans in the world, the crew have fulfilled their ambitious quest to effect a “global message in a bottle”, while setting a new precedent within the sailing and adventure community. 

David and his team’s sheer determination to raise awareness of plastic pollution has seen the crew tested to the limit. From massive ocean swells and 62 knot winds to the sweltering 100 degree heat and doldrums of the equator; ripped sails, dangerous reefs and the intimidating endless blue horizon; the team has been driven to endure and overcome the challenges by an infectious shared passion to give our oceans a voice. Their unwavering belief in the mission and the philosophy that if we work together and are not afraid to rise up to the challenge and tackle the ‘just that’s the way we’ve done it’ mentality we can ultimately ‘beat waste’ and drive home the solution, has seen them succeed against the odds

The adventure began four years ago for David after reading the United Nations Environment Programme’s (UNEP) report ‘Ecosystems and Biodiversity in Deep Waters and High Seas’. He developed a vision to show that ultimately, waste was the result of a combination of inefficient design and a misunderstanding of how to use and more importantly how to dispose of plastic. David decided that by creating a seaworthy ocean going vessel that gains 68% of its buoyancy from 12,500 post consumer 2-litre plastic bottles and an innovative smart new PET super structure made from a uniquely recyclable material called Seretex, he could help effect change. The process of construction proved that waste is a valuable resource whilst also capturing the imagination of people around the world to believe that anything is possible if you’re not afraid to break new ground. The journey has generated opportunity for tremendous curiosity, discovery and innovation as well as a platform for discussion, debate and now action. .../3over

Achim Steiner, UN Under-Secretary General and Executive Director, UNEP said: “Like millions upon millions of people around the world, we have marvelled at the ingenious, intrepid and inspirational voyage of David de Rothschild and the crew of the Plastiki. The message they have conveyed to politicians and the public is simple—if we collectively carry on using the seas and oceans as a dustbin, human-beings will soon turn the once beautiful and bountiful marine environment from a crucial and economically-important life-support system into a lifeless one. Society needs to turn the tide in 2010 by turning wastes and pollution from a problem into an opportunity for a low carbon, resource efficient global Green Economy so urgently needed for a sustainable 21st century.” 

Throughout this incredible journey the Plastiki crew—Expedition Leader David de Rothschild, Skipper Jo Royle, Co-Skipper David Thomson, Olav Heyerdahl, Graham Hill, Luca Babini, Matthew Grey, Max Jourdan, Singeli Agnew and Vern Moen— have had a daily routine of living aboard a sustainable ecosystem in the middle of the ocean alongside the visual exposure to plastic waste discarded in the ocean. According to De Rothschild, this experience has served to reaffirm the necessity and urgency to eliminate dumb, single use plastics in our everyday lives and help safeguard the delicate balance of our planet’s oceans.

David de Rothschild, Adventure Ecology Founder said: “While the successful and safe arrival of the Plastiki into Sydney may mark the end of the actual expedition it also marks the start of arguably the most important and critical chapter in the Plastiki’s mission to beat waste; a chapter of change! It’s change that can dramatically shift our daily habits away from an unnecessary and destructive addiction to single use plastics but even more importantly and urgently a change in attitudes towards understanding, valuing and protecting one of our planet’s most precious and important natural systems, our oceans. 

“To achieve this lessening of humanity’s increasingly destructive stranglehold on our natural environments is going to require a radical shift in the current system and the stories that we tell ourselves and each other. No longer is it acceptable to continue just articulating our Planet 1.0 failures, we must now show leadership and vision to support the stories, individuals and initiatives that help us to dream bigger, undertake more compelling adventures and fundamentally inspire, motivate and innovate solutions. Our failure to achieve such an outcome will undoubtedly leave humanity’s ability to live on this planet, as we know it, in the balance. The time to give ourselves a chance of survival is truly upon us,” David de Rothschild said.

The plastiki story:

ü The Plastiki Expedition was conceived and developed after Adventure Ecology founder; David de Rothschild was inspired by a UNEP report named ‘Ecosystems and Biodiversity in Deep Waters and High Seas’ in 2006 and Thor Heyerdahl’s epic 1947 expedition, The Kon-Tiki.

ü A compelling and pioneering expedition was created with the goal to not only inform, but to educate the world that waste is fundamentally inefficient design. 

ü Design, research, development, construction and sea trials took place in San Francisco.

ü The Plastiki set sail from San Francisco on 20th March 2010.

ü Crewed by six people at any one time –David de Rothschild (Expedition Leader), Jo Royle (Skipper), David Thomson (Co-Skipper), Graham Hill (Founder of Treehugger.com), Matthew Grey (Expedition Co-ordinator), Luca Babini (Photographer), Vern Moen (Myoo Media Film maker), Max Jourdan and Singeli Agnew (National Geographic Film makers).

ü Completed in four legs – San Francisco – Kiribati -Western Samoa -New Caledonia before reaching the Australian Coast. .../4over

ü Tens of millions of people are now aware of the Plastiki and her message. Since launch over 90 media interviews have been conducted from the vessel, resulting in more than 300 print articles, 200 radio and TV broadcasts, including the Oprah Winfrey Show. There are over 800,000 search terms relating to Plastiki and 52,200 related images on Google.

The vessel:

ü The Plastiki’s core principles of 'cradle-to-cradle’ design and biomimicry were realised by a multifaceted team from the fields of marine science, sustainable design, boat building, architecture and material science.

ü The Plastiki receives 68% of her buoyancy from 12,500 reclaimed plastic soft drink bottles and the super structure is made of a unique recyclable plastic material made from a self-reinforcing PET called Seretex.

ü The mast is a reclaimed aluminium irrigation pipe. The one-of-a-kind sail is hand-made from recycled PET cloth.

ü The secondary bonding is reinforced using a newly developed organic glue made from cashew nuts and sugar cane 

ü The Plastiki is ‘off-the-grid’ relying primarily on renewable energy systems including; solar panels, wind and trailing propeller turbines, bicycle generators, a urine to water recovery and rain water catchment system and a hydroponic rotating cylinder garden.

WHY?

ü It is estimated that almost all of the marine pollution in the world is comprised of plastic materials. The average proportion varied between 60% and 80% of total marine pollution.¹

ü In many regions in the northern and southern Gyres, plastic materials constitute as much as 90 to 95% of the total amount of marine debris.²

ü Scientists estimate that every year at least 1 million seabirds and 100,000 marine mammals and sea turtles die when become entangled in plastic pollution or ingest it.³

ü According to Project Aware, 15 billion pounds of plastic are produced in the U.S. every year, and only 1 billion pounds are recycled. It is estimated that in excess of 38 billion plastic bottles and 25 million styrene foam cups end up in landfill and although plastic bottles are 100% recyclable, on average only 20% are actually recycled.

ü The Plastiki crew noted that whilst many thousands of miles away from land, humanity’s fingerprints were visible throughout. On one day alone a garden tray, two jerry cans, buoys and a large white PVC tray floated by, with the usual plastic bags, bottles, lids and styrene foam containers. Whilst swimming they continually noticed that beneath the surface there are millions and millions of molecular pieces of plastic photo degraded by salt and sunlight, often known as mermaid’s tears.

ü During the entire voyage the Plastiki crew have seen no sharks and have only caught a couple of fish, whereas during the Kon-Tiki expedition of 1947 they ate fish everyday and couldn’t enter the water for fear of sharks, whilst the Plastiki have seen hardly any.

The Plastiki’s philosophy:

ü It’s about recognizing that waste is fundamentally a design flaw (it does not appear in nature).

ü It’s about a better understanding of the materials and their lifecycle’s used in our everyday lives and using cyclical 'cradle-to-cradle’ philosophies rather than linear thinking when it comes to how we design our world.

ü It’s about being curious and open, being prepared to let go of assumptions in order to undertake a new ‘Planet 2.0’ way of thinking and acting.

ü It’s about being collaborative and curious so to engage multiple perspectives, skills, opinions and organizations.

ü It’s about re-integrating back into the web of life by recognizing and reducing our human fingerprints on the natural world.

ü It’s about moving on from just articulating the problems to inspiring action of the solutions.

ü It’s about encouraging the world to reduce, reuse, recycle, rethink and ultimately refuse single use plastics.

ü It’s about acknowledging that the list of solutions available is far greater than the list of problems. 

ü It’s about delivering a spectacular global “Message in a Bottle”.

What Next?

ü A lasting legacy of the Plastiki will be its capacity to shift public thinking and perception from plastic as the enemy to plastic becoming part of the solution. To solve the plastic pollution and waste issues at large will require a re-think of how we currently use, reuse and ultimately dispose of plastics and waste products. 

ü Post arrival the Plastiki crew will take part in a number of talks, keynotes and discussions to explore the solutions to the increasing damage of the natural world resulting from plastic pollution. The vessel itself will be exhibited at the Australian National Maritime Museum as a representation of the available solutions in our repairing and reintegrating with the natural world. 

ü Long-term projects include the Plastiki Pod; each pod will be tailor made to help solve ecological issues specific to each of the islands that the Plastiki visited during her voyage across the Pacific. Short term and long term solutions will be addressed with educational resources made available to the local communities.

ü One of Plastiki’s goals and lasting legacies will be to see a significant reduction in the amount of manmade waste heading out to landfill and sea. We believe that with a small effort and some smart thinking everyone could reduce their use of single purpose plastic bottles, plastic bags and styrene foam. It’s achievable if we work together on making small changes in our lives like the MyPlastiki pledge or remembering the 5R’s: reduce, reuse, recycle, rethink and ultimately refuse plastic waste. To make your pledge for a plastic free ocean and more positive, ecological initiatives please log on to myplastiki.com
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Jamaica Observer (Jamaica): Plastic voyagers near end of journey

25th July 2010

Crew members of a catamaran made from plastic bottles about to complete a Pacific crossing said Friday they hoped their odyssey would highlight the danger that plastic waste poses to the oceans.

The mainly British crew of the Plastiki -- a pun on the Kon-Tiki raft Norwegian explorer Thor Heyerdahl used in his 1947 Pacific expedition -- is expected to arrive in Sydney next week after a four-month voyage.

"We have this addiction to single-use, throwaway plastic, which is choking up the ecosystem," expedition leader David de Rothschild said in a Skype link-up with Achim Steiner, head of the Nairobi-based UN Environment Programme.

"With Plastiki, we want to enlighten, inform and inspire people and show that there are solutions here and not just problems," he added.

The catamaran's hull is made from 12,500 recycled plastic bottles glued together with an environmentally friendly adhesive made from cashew nuts and sugar, UNEP said in a statement.

The Plastiki's 10-strong crew left San Francisco in March and sailed through the North Pacific gyre, a swirling 3.5-million-tonne mass of waste which is roughly the size of Texas and better known as the Great Pacific Garbage Patch.

"We've spent four months at sea but have seen very little fish stock and only a handful of marine mammals," de Rothschild said. "That is a real sign that the oceans are in desperate need of our help."

The crew was inspired to undertake the voyage after reading a 2009 UNEP report that found that 13,000 pieces of plastic waste are floating on every square kilometre of ocean and that eight million pieces of litter enter the world's oceans every day.
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Calgary Herald (Canada): Sailing on a plastic waste message

24th July 2010

The crew of a catamaran made from plastic bottles and about to complete a Pacific crossing said Friday they hoped their odyssey would highlight the danger plastic waste poses to the oceans.

The mainly British crew of the Plastiki -- a pun on the Kon-Tiki raft Norwegian explorer Thor Heyerdahl used in his 1947 Pacific expedition -- is expected to arrive in Sydney next week after a four-month voyage.

"We have this addiction to single-use, throwaway plastic, which is choking up the ecosystem," expedition leader David de Rothschild said in a Skype link-up with Achim Steiner, head of the Nairobi-based UN Environment Program.

"With Plastiki, we want to enlighten, inform and inspire people and show that there are solutions here and not just problems."

The catamaran's hull is made from 12,500 recycled plastic bottles glued together with an environmentally friendly adhesive made from cashew nuts and sugar, UNEP said. The Plastiki's 10-strong crew left San Francisco in March and sailed through the North Pacific gyre, a swirling 3.5-million-tonne mass of waste.
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Windsor Star (Canada): Plastic catamaran has message on a bottle
24th July 2010

The crew of a catamaran made from plastic bottles and about to complete a Pacific crossing said Friday they hoped their odyssey would highlight the danger that plastic waste poses to the oceans.

The mainly British crew of the Plastiki -- a pun on the Kon-Tiki raft Norwegian explorer Thor Heyerdahl used in his 1947 Pacific expedition -- is expected to arrive in Sydney next week after a four-month voyage.

"We have this addiction to single-use, throwaway plastic, which is choking up the ecosystem," expedition leader David de Rothschild said in a Skype link-up with Achim Steiner, head of the Nairobi-based UN Environment Program.

"With Plastiki, we want to enlighten, inform and inspire people and show that there are solutions here and not just problems."

The catamaran's hull is made from 12,500 recycled plastic bottles glued together with an environmentally-friendly adhesive made from cashew nuts and sugar, UNEP said in a statement.

The Plastiki's 10-strong crew left San Francisco in March and sailed through the North Pacific gyre, a swirling 3.5-million-tonne mass of waste which is roughly the size of Texas and better known as the Great Pacific Garbage Patch.

"We've spent four months at sea but have seen very little fish stock and only a handful of marine mammals,"

de Rothschild said. "That is a real sign that the oceans are in desperate need of our help."

The crew was inspired to undertake the voyage after reading a 2009 UNEP report that found that 13,000 pieces of plastic waste are floating on every square kilometre of ocean and that eight million pieces of litter enter the world's oceans every day.
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Gulf Daily News (Bahrain): A message on the bottle  
24th July 2010

The crew of a catamaran made from plastic bottles and about to complete a Pacific crossing said yesterday they hoped their odyssey would highlight the danger that plastic waste poses to the oceans.

The mainly British crew of the Plastiki - a pun on the Kon-Tiki raft Norwegian explorer Thor Heyerdahl used in his 1947 Pacific expedition - is expected to arrive in Sydney next week after a four-month voyage.

"We have this addiction to single-use, throwaway plastic, which is choking up the ecosystem," expedition leader David de Rothschild said in a Skype link-up with Achim Steiner, head of the Nairobi-based UN Environment Programme (Unep).

"With Plastiki, we want to enlighten, inform and inspire people and show that there are solutions here and not just problems." The catamaran's hull is made from 12,500 recycled plastic bottles glued together with an environmentally-friendly adhesive made from cashew nuts and sugar, Unep said.

The Plastiki's 10-strong crew left San Francisco in March and sailed through the North Pacific gyre, a swirling 3.5-million-tonne mass of waste which is roughly the size of Texas and better known as the Great Pacific Garbage Patch.

Inspired

"We've spent four months at sea but have seen very little fish stock and only a handful of marine mammals," de Rothschild said. "That is a real sign that the oceans are in desperate need of our help." 

The crew was inspired to undertake the voyage after reading a 2009 Unep report that found that 13,000 pieces of plastic waste are floating on every square kilometre of ocean and that eight million pieces of litter enter the world's oceans every day.
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Red Orbit: Plastiki Catamaran On Last Leg Of Its Journey

24th July 2010

A sailing crew about to complete a Pacific crossing on a catamaran made from plastic bottles said Friday they hoped their journey would highlight the dangers that plastic waste puts on the world’s oceans. 

The mostly British crew is expected to arrive in Sydney next week after a four-month voyage aboard the Plastiki, a pun on the Kon-Tiki raft Norwegian explorer Thor Heyerdahl used in his 1947 Pacific expedition. 

“We have this addiction to single-use, throwaway plastic, which is choking up the ecosystem,” said expedition leader David de Rothschild in a Skype link-up with Achim Steiner, head of the Nairobi-based UN Environment Program.

“With Plastiki, we want to enlighten, inform and inspire people and show that there are solutions here and not just problems,” he said. 

The hull of the Plastiki is made from 12,500 recycled plastic bottles glued together using an environmentally-friendly adhesive made from cashew nuts and sugar, UNEP said in a statement. 

The crew of 10 left San Francisco in March and sailed through the North Pacific gyre, a 3.5-million-ton swirling mass of waste that is equal to the size of Texas. The gyre is better known as the Great Pacific Garbage Patch. 

In the four months spent at sea, the crew has seen “very little fish stock and only a handful of marine mammals.” The decline of visible sea life “is a real sign that the oceans are in desperate need of our help,” said de Rothschild. 

The voyage was inspired by a 2009 UNEP report that found that eight million pieces of litter enter the world’s oceans every day, and 13,000 pieces of plastic waste are floating on every square kilometer (0.62 sq miles) of ocean.
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Environmental Expert: UNEP talks live to `Plastiki` crew on final leg of epic voyage

23rd July 2010

They've battled huge waves, fought off ocean storms and sailed through a garbage pile the size of Texas. This weekend, the crew of the eco-friendly Plastiki - whose hull is made from 12 500 recycled plastic bottles - will enter the final leg of an epic, four-month journey across the Pacific Ocean.

As the boat of bottles edged towards its finishing post in Sydney, UN Under Secretary General and UNEP Executive Director Achim Steiner joined journalists for a live video link-up with Plastiki expedition leader David de Rothschild from UNEP headquarters in Nairobi, Kenya.

Sporting a suitably bushy sailor's beard, de Rothschild spoke of the many challenges the crew had faced during their four months at sea (including giant sea swells and hurricane-like winds) but also of their determination to raise awareness of and action on plastic waste in the world's oceans and seas.

'This is truly a message on a bottle', said Mr. de Rothschild. 'We have this addiction to single-use, throwaway plastic, which is choking up the ecosystem. With Plastiki, we want to enlighten, inform and inspire people and show that there are solutions here and not just problems.'

Mr. de Rothschild also raised concern at the scarcity of marine life his crew had observed on their journey across the Pacific. 'We've spent four months at sea but have seen very little fish stock and only a handful of marine mammals', said Mr. de Rothschild. 'That is a real sign that the oceans are in desperate need of our help.'

It was also revealed during the live link-up that the 12 500 bottles keeping Plastiki afloat and the ship's special plastic superstructure are held together by a revolutionary new adhesive made from cashew nuts and sugar.
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Other News: 

The Star (Malaysia): Getting it green
24th July 2010

While conservationists are mauling the aviation industry in the West, Asia is proving that air travel can be more eco-friendly.

Conservationists and eco-campaigners recently won a High Court battle over plans for a third runway at London’s Heathrow Airport, citing a host of reasons that include aviation emissions, noise pollution, carbon generation and loss of greenery.

The European Union is considering what have been described as draconian plans to limit airlines’ carbon emissions from 2011, and recently an EU member-country doubled its air-passenger fees, with gleeful politicians comparing this expensive levy on air-travel to “sin taxes” for things like tobacco and gambling.

In England, there is even an extreme group that tries to discourage everybody and anybody from flying. Plane Stupid is the name of a direct-action pressure group that boasts that it is “taking action against aviation’s climate impact” by demanding a total and complete “end to short-haul flights and airport expansion” by the entire human race.
In 2008, a Plane Stupid campaigner super-glued himself to Prime Minister Gordon Brown in the State Dining Room of the Prime Minister’s official residence at 10, Downing Street to advance the group’s cause. Plain stupid they may seem, but such wacky groups are effectively joining forces with a spectrum of environmental activists to generate increasing controversy and opposition to air travel in the western world.

Although many western aviation companies employ excellent green practices, the industry seems to be on the defensive.

Aviation players in Asia, however, are fighting back.

The chief executive of Hong Kong carrier Cathay Pacific Tony Tyler, says that the aviation industry has been unfairly demonised for its role in climate change, and that a more rational debate is required.

“I get really fed up with things that are written or said in some parts of the world about aviation’s responsibility for climate change,” he says.

“Aviation in Europe has become public enemy No 1. In actual fact, the aviation industry is responsible for just 2% of global carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions, compared to the much bigger emitters such as power-generation.”

He adds that Cathay Pacific itself has improved energy efficiency and introduced measures to offset its carbon emissions.

Some time ago, Japan Airlines became the first airline to conduct a demonstration flight using a biofuel that combines three sustainable biofuels: camelina (84%), jatropha (less than 16%), and algae (less than 1%). No modifications to the aircraft or engine were required for the biofuel, which is a drop-in replacement for petroleum-based fuel.

In October last year, the first JAL ASPIRE Green Flight took off, seeking to reduce CO2 emissions by 13,140kg and total fuel consumption by 5,362 litres by implementing a range of environment-friendly practices.

For the passengers, the experience began with a Special Green Counter and paperless ticketing. Even the vehicles used for support services were certified as environment-friendly, and on board, cabin crew carried the message of conservation; there was maximum use of recyclable materials for meals; waste was separated in the aircraft and the duty-free bags were recyclable. Even the weight of magazines carried on board had been reduced.

Fuel-usage was reduced by a variety of methods. On the ground, the aircraft was pushed back from the terminal and towed as far as possible while the takeoff was on reduced flaps to burn less fuel. The aircraft itself had been prepared further by a full wash of its fuselage and engines to reduce wind drag while in flight. More such flights have been scheduled, with JAL planning to eventually implement the eco-friendly knowledge gained on all flights.
In 2007, Air India was awarded the prestigious Montreal Protocol Public Awareness Award by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) in recognition of its efforts in environmental protection, particularly of the ozone layer.

To the south, SriLankan Airlines is now formulating a comprehensive environmental policy. A special Environmental Team has also been appointed to drive the effort.

A SriLankan spokesman says, “Our Green Policy is being formulated to take us to a position of environmental excellence in the global airline industry.”

Most people are unaware that Malaysia has been among the world’s leaders in environment-friendly aviation practices. Malaysia Airlines has long embarked on green programmes such as integrating 3R (reduce, reuse and recycle) waste management practices, energy conservation, pursuing and obtaining ISO14001 certifications for environmental management systems, and increasing the use of biodegradable products.

The airline also invites passengers to participate in a carbon-offsetting scheme. The proceeds help fund selected United Nations-sanctioned programmes to protect rainforests in Malaysia, a natural carbon sink that reduces greenhouse gases and curbs the onset of climate change. Through a trust fund managed by the Forest Research Institute of Malaysia (FRIM) on behalf of the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment, projects satisfying the stipulated criteria are financed by these proceeds.

The world-class champion of environmentally-responsible aviation, however, has to be Malaysia Airports. Time and time again, Malaysia’s flagship international gateway has won awards and accolades for its best practices and green operations. Its business partners are also active in eco-friendly practices.

South-East Asia’s first dedicated airport-rail company, Express Rail Link, launched the thought-provoking “Go LoCO2” campaign in August 2009 to raise public awareness on reducing carbon emissions. Every year, Express Rail Link takes the equivalent of about 3.5 million cars off the road in terms of reduced carbon emissions.

CEO Noormah Mohd Noor says, “It is extremely satisfying when airport users from all over the world say that ERL has the quietest, cleanest and greenest trains they have ever ridden on.”

From Iceland to India, and from Canada to Costa Rica, people in every corner of the world are becoming increasingly environmentally-aware. And in the aviation world, from airlines to airports and from pilots to passengers, Asia leads the way as air travel goes green!

7 steps

The KLIA commitment to environmental and social sustainability integrates seven Green Principles into its operations and administration:

Promoting replanting and environmental-friendly landscaping. 

Promoting recycling and reduction of landfill waste 

Reducing overall energy consumption. 

Reducing greenhouse-gas emissions and atmospheric pollution. 

Minimising water-consumption and wastage of fresh-water resources. 

Ensuring quality of water discharged into rivers.

Monitoring of noise-levels in noise-sensitive areas within a radius of 20km around the airport.
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Horizon Solutions: New World Mangrove Atlas Highlights Importance of and Threats to Mangroves and Successful Restoration Efforts
25th July 2010

The first global assessment of mangroves in over a decade reveals that rare and critically important mangrove forests continue to be lost at a rate three to four times higher than land-based global forests, despite positive restoration efforts by some countries.

About one fifth of all mangroves are thought to have been lost since 1980. Although losses are slowing at 0.7 percent a year, the authors warn that any further destruction due to shrimp farming and coastal development will cause significant economic and ecological decline.

Economic assessments provide some of the most powerful arguments in favour of mangrove management, protection or restoration. Studies estimate that mangroves generate between $2000-$9000 per hectare annually, considerably more than alternative uses such as aquaculture, agriculture or insensitive tourism.
The new Atlas also underscores positive trends. Restoration efforts now cover some 400,000 hectares, as foresighted countries make the link between these coastal forests and economically-important services from flood defenses and fish nurseries to carbon storage to combat climate change.

Achim Steiner, UN Under-Secretary-General and Executive Director, UN Environment Programme (UNEP), said: “The Economics of Ecosystems and Biodiversity, which is hosted by UNEP, is bringing to the fore the multi-trillion-dollar value of the world’s nature-based assets. This Atlas brings our attention onto mangroves and puts them up front and central, plotting where they are, describing where they have been lost, and underlining the immense costs those loses have had for people as well as nature.”

“Together, the science and the economics can drive policy shifts. Some 1,200 protected areas are now safeguarding around a quarter of remaining mangroves and many countries are now embarking on major restorations—a positive signal upon which to build and to accelerate a definitive response in 2010, the UN’s International Year of Biodiversity,” he added.

“Mangrove forests are the ultimate illustration of why humans need nature,” says Dr. Mark Spalding, lead author of the “World Mangrove Atlas” and senior marine scientist with The Nature Conservancy. “In place after place the book details the extraordinary synergies between people and forests. 
The trees provide hard, rot-resistant timber and make some of the best charcoal in the world. The waters all around foster some of the greatest productivity of fish and shellfish in any coastal waters. What’s more, mangrove forests help prevent erosion and mitigate natural hazards from cyclones to tsunamis –   these are natural coastal defenses whose importance will only grow as sea level rise becomes a reality around the world.”

“Given their value, there can be no justification for further mangrove loss. 
What’s urgently needed is for all those working in fields of forestry, fisheries and the environment to work together and communicate their worth, both to the public and to those with the capacity to make a difference,” said Emmanuel Ze Meka, Executive Director of the International Tropical Timber Organization (ITTO) which provided the bulk of funding for the Atlas. “This book goes a considerable way to communicating that message.”

Rest of article: http://www.solutions-site.org/artman/publish/article_529.shtml
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Findtut (Blog): A fifth of world’s mangroves gone in 30 years
25th July 2010

A new report by the United Nation Environment Program (UNEP) and the Nature Conservancy has found that mangrove forests are being lost at staggering rates worldwide: since 1980 one fifth of the world’s mangroves have been felled. Mangroves, which grow in saline coastal habitats, are disappearing four times faster than other forests. They are being destroyed largely for aquaculture, agriculture, and coastal development worldwide. According to the report, even surviving mangroves are often degraded. 

As mangrove forests disappear worldwide (at a rate of 0.7 percent a year), researchers are beginning to understand their full importance. The forests serve as nurseries for a variety marine fish, underpinning global fisheries and providing additional food security in some developing nations. In addition, they store large amounts of carbon and provide buffers against erosion. Mangroves are also habitat to a number of unique land-based species, such as the mangrove hummingbird (Amazilia boucardi) in Costa Rica or the greater sheath tail bat (Emballonura furax) from the island of New Guinea.

“Given their value, there can be no justification for further mangrove loss,” Emmanuel Ze Meka, head of the International Tropical Timber Organization, which helped fund the report, told Reuters. Recent studies have shown that mangroves also save both property and lives in the face of fierce tropical storms. During the devastating 2004 tsunami in Southeast Asia, regions with mangroves suffered less damage than those without. In all it is estimated that mangroves provide at least $1.6 billion in ecosystem services annually, yet despite their importance the new UNEP report shows that societies are failing to stem their loss.
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Canal solidario:  Tifón Consón: La repoblación de manglares contribuye a salvar vidas

26th July 2010

En plena temporada de tifones en el sudeste asiático, las poblaciones de las zonas costeras sufren estos fenómenos cada vez con mayor violencia. La tala indiscriminada de estos bosques costeros, una barrera natural contra estas catástrofes, pone en peligro la vida de los habitantes del litoral.

Tras el paso del tifón Consón que ha dejado al menos 100 muertos y 150.000 desplazados en Filipinas y decenas de desaparecidos en Vietnam, ahora toca hacer balance y esperar que el siguiente tifón de la temporada sea menos violento. Pero también, es un buen momento para que los habitantes de las zonas costeras tomen conciencia de la necesidad de frenar la destrucción de sus bosques de manglares, ya que supone una grave amenaza para sus vidas. 

En los últimos 30 años, se ha perdido una quinta parte de los manglares del planeta y su desaparición continúa a un ritmo casi cuatro veces mayor que los bosques terrestres (Atlas mundial de los manglares- PNUMA y FAO). La gran densidad de población en las áreas costeras del sudeste asiático provoca la destrucción de muchos manglares, que pasan a dedicarse a otros usos (agricultura, acuicultura, usos urbanos), sin tener en cuenta que estos bosques costeros ofrecen una protección fundamental para los litorales contra la acción de los vientos, olas y corrientes. 

“Filipinas se ve azotada todos los años por una media de 30 tifones y es urgente una inmediata y masiva replantación de manglares que pueda contribuir a salvar vidas y mitigar estos daños” señala Carlos Sánchez, coordinador de la ONGD IPADE en Filipinas. Las poblaciones que viven alrededor del manglar extraen además de este ecosistema sus recursos alimentarios, materiales para la construcción de sus casas, útiles de pesca, combustible, plantas medicinales, aceites, fibras, etc. 

Filipinas es un complejo archipiélago de unas 7.000 islas con una extensión aproximada de 120.000 Has. de manglares, concentradas principalmente en las islas de Mindanao, Samar y Palawan; sin embargo, la superficie ocupada por los manglares está disminuyendo drásticamente debido a la instalación de infraestructuras de acuicultura: estanques para la cría de camarones y determinadas especies piscícolas. Con esta actividad se obtienen rápidos beneficios, pero las consecuencias a la larga son nefastas: se talan grandes extensiones de manglares con un alto valor ecológico y la supervivencia de una comunidad pasa a depender de un solo recurso en lugar de la diversidad que aporta el ecosistema del manglar. 

“Con nuestros socios locales, las ONG Institute of Social Order (ISO) y Center for Empowerment and Resource Development (CERD), trabajamos en la repoblación de manglares implicando a las poblaciones en el cuidado y la vigilancia posterior de las plantaciones” continúa explicando Carlos Sánchez. Además, los manglares son un paliativo contra posibles consecuencias de los cambios climáticos no sólo por ser sumideros de CO2, sino también porque inmovilizan grandes cantidades de sedimentos ricos en materia orgánica.

El 26 de julio se celebra el día internacional de los manglares. Los manglares son bosques costeros que crecen en estuarios protegidos y en riberas de ríos y lagunas de zonas tropicales y subtropicales. Con el término “manglares” se describe tanto el ecosistema como las familias de plantas que se han adaptado mediante mecanismos especializados a vivir en este ambiente marismeño. Tienen una gran diversidad ecológica de alta productividad, encontrándose gran número de especies de aves, peces, crustáceos, moluscos, etc.

La Fundación IPADE es una ONGD especializada en medio ambiente que, desde 1987, trabaja en proyectos de cooperación al desarrollo en América Latina, África y Asia apoyando a poblaciones vulnerables que habitan en zonas desfavorecidas del medio rural para que su desarrollo sea económicamente viable, socialmente justo y medioambientalmente sostenible. En España, impulsamos actividades de sensibilización y educación para el desarrollo con el fin de dar a conocer la importancia que tiene el medio ambiente en la lucha contra la pobreza.
Back to Menu
_________________________________________________________________

El Nacional (Venezuela): Estudian cómo generar especies de manglares en Venezuela, Colombia y Panamá

23rd July 2010

Un grupo internacional de científicos estudia cómo generar nuevas especies de manglares en Colombia, Venezuela y Panamá para conservar estos ecosistemas que, por su alto nivel ecológico, están amenazados. 

A través de un mecanismo basado en la hibridación, científicos de España, Estados Unidos y América Latina implicados en el proyecto analizan en los tres países latinoamericanos la filogenia, la diversidad genética poblacional y eco-fisiología del magle rojo para crear nuevas especies de manglares. 

El proyecto, de una duración de tres años, lo lleva a cabo el Consejo Superior de Investigaciones Científicas (CSIC) de España, en colaboración con el Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute, con sede en Panamá, y la financiación de la Fundación BBVA y la Secretaría panameña Nacional de Ciencia, Tecnología e Innovación. 

Los investigadores estudiaron ya dos especies de mangle rojo, "Rhizophora mangle" y "Rhizophora racemosa", que ocupan los dos extremos de los gradientes de sal. 

Los expertos descubrieron que en la zona intermedia viven mangles híbridos presuntamente adaptados a situaciones ecológicas intermedias. 

Según los investigadores, al contrario que otros organismos híbridos -como la mula, descendiente estéril de yegua y burro-, "estos árboles híbridos son vías abiertas de evolución, que podrían acabar generando nuevas especies". 

Una de las claves de las especies que pueblan los manglares está en su tolerancia a la sal, al tiempo que, las especies de mangle se distribuyen por zonas -más hacia el interior, o más hacia el mar- en función de su tolerancia a la sal. 

Los manglares son ecosistemas formados por un tipo de árboles, que se caracterizan por ser tolerantes a la sal, ocupan una parte importante de las zonas costeras tropicales y subtropicales del planeta. 

Son esenciales para la economía de más de un centenar de países en África, Asia y América Latina y muestran una enorme diversidad biológica, puesto que albergan gran número de especies de aves, peces, crustáceos y moluscos. 

También proporcionan protección natural contra catástrofes naturales, como fuertes vientos, olas e incluso maremotos -los daños del tsunami de 2006 fueron mucho menores en las zonas con manglares-, como recordó la Fundación BBVA. 

Un bosque de manglar puede capturar hasta 17 toneladas de CO2 por hectárea y año, frente a la capacidad de un bosque amazónico prístino, que captura 1 tonelada de CO2 por hectárea y año. 

Sin embargo, son ecosistemas "muy amenazados", por eso el Programa de la ONU para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA) alertó de que los bosques de manglar desaparecen cuatro veces más rápido que los bosques en tierra. 

Además, los manglares están entre los ecosistemas afectados por el vertido de petróleo en el Golfo de México, según los expertos. 

La alerta sobre su estado se ha materializado en la declaración del 26 de julio como Día Internacional de Defensa del Manglar. 

"Conservar los manglares es preservar la biodiversidad en las zonas costeras y contribuir a retener nutrientes en el terreno, a proteger y estabilizar las líneas costeras frente a la erosión y a mantener la calidad del agua y la regulación del clima", explicó Gonzalo Nieto, director del Real Jardín Botánico (CSIC) e investigador principal del proyecto. 

Comprender mejor los orígenes y su funcionamiento es esencial para su conservación.
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Open Broadcast (Germany): Umweltzerstörung kostet laut Studie bis zu 4,5 Billionen Dollar
23rd July 2010

Aufforstung und Nachhaltige Forstwirtschaft profitieren besonders stark von Veränderungen

Die wirtschaftlichen Schäden durch die weltweite Umweltzerstörung und den damit verbundenen Artenverlust belaufen sich auf bis zu 4,5 Billionen US-Dollar. Zu diesem Ergebnis kommt die aktuelle Studie "The Economics of Ecosystems and Biodiversity", an deren Erstellung für das Umweltprogramm der Vereinten Nationen (UNEP) 

PricewaterhouseCoopers (PwC) mitwirkte. Die Abhängigkeiten der Wirtschaftsentwicklung von der Biodiversität sind vielfältig. So produzieren beispielsweise Insekten durch Pflanzenbestäubung einen Wert von schätzungsweise bis zu 190 Milliarden Dollar jährlich. Doch unverändert nehmen Politik, Gesellschaft und vor allem Unternehmen die wirtschaftliche Bedeutung der Umwelt kaum wahr. "Viele Unternehmen haben noch nicht realisiert, dass der Schwund der Artenvielfalt direkte Auswirkungen auf Angebot, Nachfrage und damit auch Kosten, Preise und Renditen ihrer Produkte hat", kommentiert Barbara Wieler, Senior von Sustainability Services der PwC.

Die Studie zu den Kosten durch Umweltzerstörung und den Erträgen durch Umweltschutz kann unter www.teebweb.org heruntergeladen werden.

Umweltzerstörung kostet, Umweltschutz bringt nachhaltigen Ertrag:

Unter Umweltzerstörung versteht man die dauerhafte Vernichtung des natürlichen Lebensraumes. Unternehmen, die den Schutz der Biodiversität als Unternehmensaufgabe verstehen, können von ihrem Engagement auch wirtschaftlich profitieren. Denn die Studie zeigt, dass der Schutz der Biodiversität in Zukunft enorme wirtschaftliche Bedeutung erlangen wird. So wird prognostiziert, dass das Handelsvolumen mit zertifiziertem Holz aus nachhaltiger Forstwirtschaft bis 2020 von fünf Milliarden auf 15 Milliarden US-Dollar zunehmen wird. Ein weiteres Wachstumsfeld sehen Experten im Emissionshandel: Die Aufforstung von Wäldern wird bis zum Jahr 2020 mögliche Einnahmen von mehr als zehn Milliarden US-Dollar durch den Verkauf von CO2-Zertifikaten bringen. Fachleute bewerten die Abholzung des Regenwaldes als bedeutendstes Umweltzerstörungs-Thema, da der Regenwald für das Klima und den Artenerhalt von entscheidender Bedeutung ist. So ist die Vernichtung des Regenwaldes zu über 20 Prozent verantwortlich für den Klimawandel. Zudem wird geschätzt, dass knapp 75 Prozent aller Tier- und Pflanzenarten im Regenwald leben. Die Verhinderung der Umweltzerstörung durch Regenwalderhalt ist deshalb für die Menschheit existenziell wichtig.

Mit FSC-zertifizierter Aufforstung Umweltzerstörung verhindern:

Die Bonner ForestFinance Gruppe forstet Brach- und Weideflächen in den Tropen nach strengen ökologischen Richtlinien auf und bewirtschaftet diese, durch externe Stellen jährlich belegt, umweltfreudlich und nachhaltig. Die so entstehenden Wälder sind artenreiche Mischwälder, die im Gegensatz zu Monokulturen ein hohes Maß an biologischer Vielfalt bieten. Auch nach der Ernte bleibt ein artenreicher Mischwald erhalten, der alle ökologischen Funktionen erfüllt, da nie ein kompletter Kahlschlag betrieben wird. Gleichzeitig verringert diese ökologische Forstwirtschaft den Fälldruck auf den noch existierenden Regenwald, da sie die Angebotsmenge an Tropenhölzern erhöht. Regenwald- und damit Umweltzerstörung werden so nachhaltig verhindert. ForestFinance schafft zudem durch seine nachhaltige Forstwirtschaft dauerhafte Arbeitsplätze für die heimische Bevölkerung.

Back to Menu
_________________________________________________________________

AFP: Naturschützer sehen bei Pazifik-Querung mehr Müll als Tiere

23rd July 2010

Nairobi — Die Besatzung eines vollkommen aus Plastikflaschen gebauten Schiffes hat bei ihrer Pazifik-Überquerung nach eigenen Angaben in dem Ozean mehr Müll als Meerestiere zu Gesicht bekommen. "Wir haben diesen Hang zu einmal genutzten Wegwerf-Plastik-Produkten, die das Ökosystem verstopfen", sagte Expeditionsleiter David de Rothschild in einem Internet-Telefonat mit dem Leiter des in Nairobi ansässigen UN-Umweltprogramms, Achim Steiner.

Die zehnköpfige Crew des Schiffes war im März von der US-Küste bei San Francisco in See gestochen und wird kommende Woche in der australischen Metropole Sydney erwartet. Das Schiff ist aus 12.500 gebrauchten Plastikflaschen gebaut, die mit einem umweltfreundlichen Kleber aus Zucker und Cashew-Nüssen aneinander befestigt wurden. In Anlehnung an das Floß Kon-Tiki, mit dem 1947 eine Expedition um den Norweger Thor Heyerdahl den Pazifik überquerte, ist der Katamaran auf den Namen "Plastiki" getauft worden.

Während der Fahrt habe die Crew kaum Fischschwärme oder Meeressäugetiere gesichtet, sagte de Rotschild. "Das ist wirklich ein Zeichen dafür, dass die Ozeane dringend unserer Hilfe bedürfen." Mit der Fahrt des Plastikkatamarans wolle die Besatzung auf mögliche Lösungen für Umweltprobleme aufmerksam machen.
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NZZ (Switzerland): Berlin gegen neue Ölbohrungen in der Nordsee

23rd July 2010

Der deutsche Umweltminister Röttgen hat sich für ein Aussetzen der Ölbohrungen in der Nordsee ausgesprochen. Die Ölkatastrophe im Golf von Mexiko sei Anlass genug zu überprüfen, welche Risiken bei Ölbohrungen gemieden werden sollten. 

(ddp/sda/dpa) Der deutsche Umweltminister Norbert Röttgen will neue Ölbohrungen in der Nordsee vorerst unterlassen. Von Deutschland sollte eine entsprechende Initiative ausgehen, sagte der christlichdemokratische Politiker im ZDF.

Die Ölkatastrophe im Golf von Mexiko sei Anlass genug zu überprüfen, welche Risiken bei Ölbohrungen gemieden werden sollten. «Wenn man mal eine Pause macht, ein Moratorium für neue Bohrungen, dann wäre das vielleicht ein praktischer Schritt, den durchzusetzen schon schwer genug fallen wird», erklärte Röttgen. Er glaube nicht, dass die anderen Nordsee-Länder einen solchen Schritt mitgehen würden.

Der Minister betonte zugleich, dass die für Bohrungen in der Nordsee geltenden Umwelt- und Sicherheitsstandards nicht mit denen in den USA vergleichbar seien. «Ohne die Sicherheit von Bohrungen darf es keine Bohrungen geben», bekräftigte Röttgen.

EU für Stopp für Tiefsee-Bohrungen

Zuvor hatte schon die EU-Kommission einen Stopp für Tiefsee-Bohrungen in der Nordsee gefordert. Energiekommissar Günther Oettinger rief die Mitgliedsstaaten dazu auf, neue Bohrungen unter extremen Bedingungen vorerst nicht mehr zu genehmigen.

Der ehemalige Chef des Uno-Umweltprogramms UNEP, Klaus Töpfer, forderte in einem Interview mit der «Zeit», dass für Ölbohrungen in der Tiefsee internationale Mindeststandards gelten sollten. Eine entsprechende Konvention der Vereinten Nationen sei sinnvoll, da die Ölsuche immer weiter in die Tiefsee oder in die Arktis vorangetrieben werde.

Wintershall findet Öl vor Norwegen

Unterdessen meldet der deutsche Energiekonzern Wintershall einen bedeutenden Ölfund in der Nordsee. Der zur BASF gehörende Konzern hat nach eigenen Angaben rund 200 Kilometer vor Trondheim Probebohrungen in der Norwegischen See erfolgreich abgeschlossen. Die Grösse des Fundes wird auf 60 bis 120 Millionen Barrel (jeweils 159 Liter) geschätzt. Die unter dem Namen "Maria" durchgeführte Explorationsbohrung habe damit zu den grössten Funden dieses Jahres in Norwegen geführt, teilte die Firma weiter mit.
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Other Environment News
BBC: UN climate talks in the mire?
23rd July 2010

Add it to the latest word from the US Senate, and "mire" hardly seems strong enough.

Let's take the global document first.

At the last round of UNFCCC negotiations in Bonn, the convention's secretariat was asked to prepare a "what if?" document.

In this case, the question is "what do we do if the Kyoto Protocol discussions don't agree a set of carbon cutting targets and other outstanding issues that can come into effect in 2012 when the current set of targets expires?"

The secretariat's role in this isn't political, but legal. Its mandate was to set out options that governments could elect to pursue; what to do is their choice.

The reason for the discussion of Plan B options is this: if there are no agreed industrialised country targets agreed by the time the current ones expire, how are governments supposed to set regulatory frameworks on carbon emissions, and what would induce companies to make low-carbon investments when the financial carrots and sticks might vanish in less than two years' time?

The document throws up a range of options.

One would see governments agreeing to continue the existing arrangements until 2014 rather than 2012. A second would see the adoption of some kind of "opt-out" rather than "opt-in" rule; another would see measures adopted by a majority of countries rather than by consensus, as of now.

Stepping back from the minutiae of what's being proposed to the wider issues thrown up here, there are two to pull out.

One is the sheer complexity under which the UN negotiations are currently labouring.

Try this for size:

"The acquisition and transfer of emission reduction units (ERUs), certified emission reductions (CERs), assigned amount units (AAUs) and removal units (RMUs)27 under Articles 6, 12 and 17 of the Protocol for the purpose of fulfilling commitments under Article 3, paragraph 1, of the Kyoto Protocol relating to the first commitment period until one hundred days after the date set by the CMP for the completion of the expert review process under Article 8 of the Kyoto Protocol, otherwise known as the true-up period..."

As Star Trek's Mr Spock might comment: "It's English, Jim, but not as we know it."

Or maybe the UNFCCC has been infiltrated by the spirit of James Joyce bent on penning a sequel to Finnegans Wake.

The more complex things get, the more scope there is for governments to pick holes in any text and prolong negotiations, whether for genuine or for tactical reasons.

The other issue is what's signified by the document's mere existence: essentially, that the UN process is in trouble.

Yes, the rounds of talks go on and yes, a wide range of governments have pledged action, through the Copenhagen Accord, than ever before.

But the carbon curbs so far generated are a pale shadow of what is needed if you accept the 2007 conclusions of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) - which virtually every government says it does - and the process doesn't look like generating anything stronger any time soon.

The year 2012 is an obvious deadline because of the expiry of the Kyoto targets.

If that's missed, then effectively there is no target date for a new set - extension to 2014 can easily become 2016, then 2020, and before you know it governments will still be talking about what to do by the time CO2 concentrations top the 450 parts per million figure that some profess to regard as an unbreachable upper limit.

The single biggest factor missing from the negotiations is, as it has been for a decade, the lack of a strong and equitable US commitment.

The emergence of such a thing looks even less likely following the admission that the Senate will not be able to pass domestic cap-and-trade legislation during this session.

With mid-term elections due in November, the mathematics of the Senate next term are likely to be worst for those backing legislation.

And already, less than two years after green fanfare surrounding Barack Obama's election, some observers are giving the bill its last rites.

If President Obama couldn't deliver climate legislation, who can? There are reasons to argue that a Republican president would be better placed than any Democrat - but only, of course, if he or she backs such legislation in the first place.

As I've mentioned before, the mood and tone within the UN process has shifted a vast distance since the run-up to December's Copenhagen summit.

You could say it's now much more in tune with the political realities than the ebullient trumpeting of seismic global optimism that characterised the arrival of delegates into the snowy Danish capital.

There are something like 700 international environmental agreements in operation across the world now; about most of them, we hear nothing. Meetings happen, progress is made or not, delegates come and go, and the years pass by.

Back in December, it would have seemed unthinkable to raise the possibility that the UNFCCC, charged with tackling what many held to be the planet's most pressing problem, could join their ranks.

Based on facts on the ground since, it doesn't seem half so incredible now.
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New York Times: Exploring Algae as Fuel
26th July 2010

SAN DIEGO — In a laboratory where almost all the test tubes look green, the tools of modern biotechnology are being applied to lowly pond scum.

Foreign genes are being spliced into algae and native genes are being tweaked. 

Different strains of algae are pitted against one another in survival-of-the-fittest contests in an effort to accelerate the evolution of fast-growing, hardy strains. 

The goal is nothing less than to create superalgae, highly efficient at converting sunlight and carbon dioxide into lipids and oils that can be sent to a refinery and made into diesel or jet fuel. 

“We’ve probably engineered over 4,000 strains,” said Mike Mendez, a co-founder and vice president for technology at Sapphire Energy, the owner of the laboratory. “My whole goal here at Sapphire is to domesticate algae, to make it a crop.” 

Dozens of companies, as well as many academic laboratories, are pursuing the same goal — to produce algae as a source of, literally, green energy. And many of them are using genetic engineering or other biological techniques, like chemically induced mutations, to improve how algae functions. 

“There are probably well over 100 academic efforts to use genetic engineering to optimize biofuel production from algae,” said Matthew C. Posewitz, an assistant professor of chemistry at the Colorado School of Mines, who has written a review of the field. “There’s just intense interest globally.” 

Algae are attracting attention because the strains can potentially produce 10 or more times more fuel per acre than the corn used to make ethanol or the soybeans used to make biodiesel. Moreover, algae might be grown on arid land and brackish water, so that fuel production would not compete with food production. And algae are voracious consumers of carbon dioxide, potentially helping to keep some of this greenhouse gas from contributing to global warming. 

But efforts to genetically engineer algae, which usually means to splice in genes from other organisms, worry some experts because algae play a vital role in the environment. The single-celled photosynthetic organisms produce much of the oxygen on earth and are the base of the marine food chain. 

“We are not saying don’t do this,” said Gerald H. Groenewold, director of the University of North Dakota’s Energy and Environmental Research Center, who is trying to organize a study of the risks. “We say do this with the knowledge of the implications and how to safeguard what you are doing.” 

At a meeting this month of President Obama’s new bioethics commission, Allison A. Snow, an ecologist at Ohio State University, testified that a “worst-case hypothetical scenario” would be that algae engineered to be extremely hardy might escape into the environment, displace other species and cause algal overgrowths that deprive waters of oxygen, killing fish. 

A week earlier, at an industry-sponsored bioenergy conference, David Haberman, an engineer who has worked on an algae project, gave a talk warning of risks. Many scientists, particularly those in the algae business, say the fears are overblown. Just as food crops cannot thrive without a farmer to nourish them and fend off pests, algae modified to be energy crops would be uncompetitive against wild algae if they were to escape, and even inside their own ponds. 

“Everything we do to engineer an organism makes it weaker,” said Stephen Mayfield, a professor of biology at the University of California, San Diego, and a co-founder of Sapphire. “This idea that we can make Frankenfood or Frankenalgae is just absurd.” 

Dr. Mayfield and other scientists say there have been no known environmental problems in the 35 years that scientists have been genetically engineering bacteria, although some organisms have undoubtedly escaped from laboratories. 

Even Margaret Mellon of the Union of Concerned Scientists, who has been critical of biotech crops, said that if genetically engineered algae were to escape, “I would not lose sleep over it at all.” 

Still, some algae researchers worry they will be engulfed by the same backlash aimed at biotech foods and say care must be exercised. “About 40 percent of the oxygen that you and I are breathing right now comes from the algae in the oceans,” the genetic scientist J. Craig Venter said at a Congressional hearing in May. “We don’t want to mess up that process.” 

Dr. Venter’s company, Synthetic Genomics, is getting $300 million from Exxon Mobil to create fuel-producing algae, in part by using synthetic genes. When the two companies cut the ribbon on a new greenhouse here earlier this month, Dr. Venter assured local dignitaries in attendance that no algae would escape. “Nothing will go into the drains, Mr. Mayor,” Dr. Venter said, only half-jokingly. “San Diego is safe.” 

In the long run, Dr. Venter said, the algae should be given “suicide genes” that would kill them if they escaped the lab or fuel production facility. Some companies are sticking with searching for and breeding natural strains. “Re-engineering algae seems driven more by patent law and investor desire for protection than any real requirement,” said Stan Barnes, chief executive of Bioalgene, which is one of those companies. But Dr. Venter and Mr. Mendez argue that there are huge obstacles to making algae competitive as an energy source and that every tool will be needed to optimize the strains. 

Sapphire Energy seems one of the best-positioned companies to do that. The company, which is three years old, has raised $100 million from prominent investors, including Bill Gates. Sapphire is also getting $100 million in federal financing to build a demonstration project containing 300 acres of open ponds in the New Mexico desert.
Rest of article: http://www.nytimes.com/2010/07/26/business/energy-environment/26algae.html?pagewanted=2&ref=earth
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Live Science (US): Tropical Biodiversity Explained by Steady Temperatures

25th July 2010

The astounding array of species that call the tropics home is the result of the near-constant year-round temperatures found in these areas, a new study suggests.

The study, which surveyed insect diversity at a variety of latitudes and points in Earth's history, answers a question that has bugged biologists for centuries. It also shows that the exceptional biodiversity of the tropics is not a result of higher temperatures or more sunlight, as once assumed.

The findings, detailed in the August issue of the journal Paleobiology, also suggest, intriguingly, the world is likely far less diverse today than it was tens of millions of years ago, when the entire Earth had consistent year-round temperatures, much like the modern tropics.

"The latitudinal diversity gradient has been recognized for 150 years as one of the most general observations in nature, and has produced more explanatory hypotheses than nearly any other observation," said study co-author Brian D. Farrell, a biologist at Harvard University. "We show that when most of today's organisms were diversifying, up through the Eocene [about 56 million to 34 million years ago], the world lacked pronounced seasonality, more like today's tropics, even in areas where the temperature was low."

"It appears it's not the heat of the tropics that promotes diversity; it's the more recent seasons of the temperate zone that depress diversity," Farrell added.

Scientists' explanations for tropical biodiversity have tended to focus on the greater heat and light found closer to the equator, and to a lesser extent the low seasonality of the tropics, where average temperature in the hottest and coolest months may vary by only a few degrees.

"These factors tend to change together as you travel away from the equator toward the poles, leaving it difficult to separate their individual effects on diversity," said study author S. Bruce Archibald, a research associate at Simon Fraser University, Harvard's Museum of Comparative Zoology, and the Royal British Columbia Museum. Archibald conducted the research for his doctoral dissertation at Harvard, where Farrell was his advisor.

Farrell, Archibald and their colleagues used the fossil record to solve this conundrum. They compared modern insect diversity at the Harvard Forest in Petersham, Mass., and in a Costa Rican jungle with that seen at the 52.9-million-year-old McAbee fossil bed in British Columbia, Canada, noted for its exceptionally well-preserved insects.

At the time the McAbee fossils were created, Earth's climate was far less seasonal at all latitudes, allowing tropical species, such as palm trees and crocodiles, to live in what is now the high Arctic. So when the Arctic was warm in the past, like the rest of the planet, it had a high degree of biodiversity, like the tropics do today.
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AP: Some oil spill events from Sunday, July 25, 2010
25th July 2010

A summary of events Sunday, July 25, Day 96 of the Gulf of Mexico oil spill that began with the April 20 explosion and fire on the drilling rig Deepwater Horizon, owned by Transocean Ltd. and leased by BP PLC, which is in charge of cleanup and containment. The blast killed 11 workers. Since then, oil poured into the Gulf from a blown-out undersea well until BP managed to stanch the leak — at least temporarily — with a massive cap.

BACK ON TRACK

The effort to plug BP's leaky oil well in the Gulf of Mexico was back on track Sunday as the skies cleared and crews raced to stop the gusher for good before another storm halts the operation again. A drill rig was reconnecting to the relief tunnel that will be used to pump in mud and cement to seal the well, and drilling could resume in the next few days, BP spokesman Steve Rinehart said. A temporary plug has already held in the oil for nine days, and BP was able to leave it in place even after the government's point man on the spill ordered ships working in the Gulf to evacuate ahead of Tropical Storm Bonnie late last week.

STORM SEASON

Bonnie fizzled on Louisiana's coast, but as peak hurricane season approaches, the potential for another storm-related delay is high. "We're going to be playing a cat-and-mouse game for the remainder of the hurricane season," retired Coast Guard Admiral Thad Allen said. The season ends Nov. 30.

HAYWARD OUT?

British media reported that BP chief executive Tony Hayward is negotiating the terms of his departure ahead of the company's half-year results announcement Tuesday. Citing unidentified sources, the BBC and Sunday Telegraph reported that detailed talks regarding Hayward's future took place over the weekend. A formal announcement is expected in the next 24 hours, the BBC reported. BP spokesman Toby Odone said Sunday that Hayward "remains BP's chief executive, and he has the confidence of the board and senior management." Hayward, who angered Americans by minimizing the spill's environmental impact and expressing his exasperation by saying "I'd like my life back," has been under heavy criticism over his gaffe-prone leadership during the spill.

SPEWED

Before the cap was attached and closed a week ago, the broken well had spewed 94 million to 184 million gallons into the Gulf since the BP-leased Deepwater Horizon rig exploded April 20, killing 11 workers. Completion of the relief well that is the best chance to permanently stop the oil now looks possible by mid-August, but Allen said he wouldn't hesitate to order another evacuation based on forecasts similar to the ones for Bonnie.

GRAND ISLE

In the oil-affected hamlet of Grand Isle, La., thousands of people spent a gray Saturday at the beach, listening to music. The Island Aid concert, which included LeAnn Rimes and Three Dog Night, raised money for civic projects on the island. For the afternoon at least, things were almost back to normal. Young women in bathing suits rode around on golf carts while young men in pickup trucks tooted their horns and shouted. "This is the way Grand Isle is supposed to be but hasn't been this year," said Anne Leblanc of Metairie, La., who said her family has been visiting the island for years. "This is the first we came this year. With the oil spill there hasn't been a reason to come, no swimming, no fishing."

CEO OBAMA

As chief executive officer of America, Barack Obama has walked the factory floor when it comes to managing the federal response to the Gulf oil spill, going directly to front-line workers. He's used wiles respected in the boardroom in wringing a $20 billion commitment from BP. But what was that talk about kicking butt? That's so assembly line Ford Motor Co., circa 1930. And why on Earth did it take him so long to talk to BP's chief? A real CEO would have had Tony Hayward on the phone in a New York minute. The president is not, of course, the head of a company. He's accountable to the public in ways a chief executive is not to shareholders. Governance and politics differ from effective corporate management while sharing certain qualities.
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Reuters: China Dalian oil spill cleaned 9 days after accident
26th July 2010

Nearly 8,000 workers and hundreds of fishing boats have managed to clean up the oil spill off the major northern Chinese port Dalian, nine days after a pipeline blast leaked 1,500 metric tons of heavy crude into the sea.

"By 6 p.m. (6 a.m. ET) yesterday, the oil spill has been all removed and the slick has basically been cleaned...the contamination has not spread to international waters or the Bohai Sea," the official Dalian Daily cited government officials as saying on Monday.

Around the same time Dalian reopened two berths at its Xingang oil terminal, each able to dock 150,000 dead weight tonnage tankers and 80,000 dwt vessels, Dalian Port Co, which owns part of the facilities, said on Sunday.

The authorities had mobilized 800 fishing boats together with specialist clean-up vessels, using dispersants, absorbents and oil-eating bacteria to clean up the more than 180 square kilometer slick.

By Monday morning, the 150,000-tonnage No.1 was receiving a crude tanker, after some of the refined fuel berths reopened since mid-last week, a Dalian-based shipping official told Reuters.

But the main crude terminal, able to receive 300,000-tonne very large crude carriers, remained shut, after an explosion on July 16 ripped two main crude pipelines and a nearby crude depot, which industry officials estimated would take weeks to repair.

Its closure had forced state oil firm PetroChina, which operates most of the storage facilities at Xingang port, to temporarily cut refinery production and divert crude cargoes.
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Reuters: BP's Hayward to step aside as Gulf work resumes

26th July 2010

BP Plc was expected to announce changes at the top on Monday with the anticipated departure of CEO Tony Hayward, who came under fire for his handling of the massive oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico.

Hayward would be replaced by Bob Dudley, an American executive who is now managing the oil spill response operation, according to sources close to the British oil giant.

Hayward was widely criticized in the United States for complaining he wanted his "life back" weeks after the April 20 Deepwater Horizon offshore rig explosion that killed 11 workers and led to the worst oil spill in U.S. history.

He was also lambasted by angry American lawmakers at a congressional hearing, where he was accused of ducking responsibility for the spill.

The sources said BP's board, meeting in London, would discuss a plan for Hayward's departure on Monday. The boardroom drama unfolded as the company was due to report second quarter results on Tuesday.

Analysts at Barclays bank said BP could report a loss for the second quarter of $13 billion as it makes provisions of up to $25 billion for the cost of the oil spill -- far outweighing an expected 77 percent jump in underlying profits.

BP's efforts to contain the gushing oil have been watched closely by investors because its ultimate costs may hinge on how much oil is determined to have flowed into the Gulf.

BP, which has lost 40 percent of its market capitalization since the blast that caused the spill, would not comment on the reports and said Hayward remained the CEO, with the full support of the board and management.

With the well sealed since July 15 by a temporary cap, the board's concern has shifted to the market's preoccupation about Hayward's future, which is making it hard for the company to move forward, the sources said.

Clearing weather in the spill zone allowed work to resume on drilling a relief well to plug the leak that has spewed millions of gallons of oil into the Gulf for three months.
A Transocean Ltd rig was reconnecting equipment, a BP spokeswoman said. Other vessels that had left the region Friday to get out of the path of what was Tropical Storm Bonnie were also returning.

As remnants of the storm dissipated on Saturday, the head of the U.S. spill response, Thad Allen, said a "static kill" operation to plug the well with heavy drilling mud and possibly cement could start in three to five days.

Although vessels were returning to the site on Sunday, Allen said the storm could push back BP's mid-August target date for completing the relief well, seen as the only permanent fix to the leak, by seven to nine days.
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AP: Environmentalists: Don't overlook onshore drilling
23rd July 2010

Dozens of environmental groups large and small are urging congressional leaders not to overlook onshore drilling amid debate over how to prevent another oil spill like the Gulf of Mexico disaster.

Drilling for oil and gas often occurs in residential areas, yet it uses large volumes of toxic chemicals and creates large amounts of toxic waste, Earthjustice, the Sierra Club, The Wilderness Society and others wrote in a letter Wednesday to House Speaker Nancy Pelosi and Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid.

The groups want more onshore drilling regulation to accompany new rules offshore.

"Although onshore incidents may not make national headlines, communities across the United States regularly experience tragic incidents of their own," they wrote.

Drinking water contamination, air pollution, well blowouts and spills have been happening onshore within the past few months, they said.

Giving more oversight to the federal regulators who failed to prevent the Gulf disaster would be a bad idea, said an industry group, the Western Energy Alliance.

"It doesn't make sense to take more control away from state oil and gas regulators and give it to the federal agency that just oversaw the worst environmental catastrophe in the history of our nation," Marc Smith, executive director of the alliance, said Friday.

He pointed out that 17 Democratic representatives wrote to Pelosi and House Majority Leader Steny Hoyer on Wednesday, urging the leaders not to have a "knee-jerk" reaction by passing "extraneous proposals" restricting onshore energy development.

What Congress really should do, Smith said, is pass a more predictable process for oil, gas and renewable energy development on public land, one that helps companies be more certain about whether their plans can move ahead.

"That's the real reform that's needed," he said.
One bill before Congress would require companies to disclose to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency the chemicals used in a process that improves the productivity of oil and gas wells by pumping water, sand and chemicals underground at high pressure.

Hydraulic fracturing, or "fracking," opens rock fissures and improves the flow of oil and gas. Companies currently don't have to disclose their fracking recipes, and they say they need to keep the formulas secret for competitive reasons.

That's been a problem in places like Pavillion in central Wyoming, where the EPA has been investigating whether fracking has contaminated residential water wells, said Steve Jones with the Wyoming Outdoor Council, one of the groups that signed the letter to Pelosi and Reid.

"Keeping the information secret has been hampering the overall investigation. It seems to me all landowners ought to be entitled to know the chemicals that are being used on their property," Jones said.

The EPA plans to host a public meeting on the Pavillion situation next month.

In the East, people have been crowding public meetings on fracking while companies have started using the process to tap gas in the vast Marcellus Shale beneath Pennsylvania, New York, West Virginia and Ohio.

Environmentalists also want Congress to end tax benefits for oil and gas and make sure federal research money focuses on public safety and environmental protection. Another bill would do away with fast-track approval of oil and gas drilling on public land.

"The Deepwater Horizon disaster showed the flaws in the system for offshore drilling," said Jessica Ennis, a legislative associate for Earthjustice in Washington, D.C. "A lot of those flaws are mirrored for the onshore drilling process, too." 

Congress could pass drilling legislation next week, she said, but it's not clear yet whether that would cover onshore as well as offshore drilling. 

"We obviously think it's important for it to be a comprehensive package," Ennis said. 
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Christian Science Monitor (US): Temperatures hit record highs globally. El Nino or global warming?

23rd July 2010

You might have missed it if you live in many spots in the lower 48 states, but the first six months of 2010 were the warmest on record globally, according to preliminary data from the National Climatic Data Center in Asheville, N.C.

During the January-to-June period, combined land and ocean surface temperatures around the globe ran 1.22 degrees Fahrenheit above the 20th-century average.

Temperatures also ran above normal along the US East Coast. But in the the upper Midwest, the Pacific Northwest, the Rocky Mountain states, and the Southeast, temperatures ran from 2 to 3 degrees F below the long-term average.

IN PICTURES: Beating the summer heat

"We haven't seen the warming in the 48 states, which is kind of nice," says David Pierce, a climate scientist at the Scripps Institution of Oceanography in La Jolla, Calif. "But the rest of the world has really seen warm conditions."

One of the drivers behind the warm first half was El Nino â€“ a condition in which a deep pool of warm water in the tropical Pacific migrates from its hot spot in the western part of the ocean to the waters off of wester South America. The thunderheads that tower above that pool and help drive atmospheric circulation patterns move east as well, altering the circulation patterns as they travel.

That led to warmer-than-normal temperatures in the usual locations in the tropics â€“ in Africa and southern Asia, for instance.

But El Nino's reach also extended more indirectly to much of Alaska, Canada, and southern Greenland. Indeed, these areas experienced the most significant warming of any on the planet during the first half of the year, according to the NCDC's data.

As Washington takes a self-imposed political break from battles over energy and climate legislation, some researchers see a cautionary tale in these first-half temperatures.

To be sure, the fingerprint of global warming appears in long-term trends, not in single storms or a single season's worth of data, they agree. But human-triggered warming – through rising carbon-dioxide emissions from cars, factories, and power plants and through land-use changes – is a likely contributor to the six-month figures.

"Human-caused climate change contributed to the warm six months" the world experienced, Dr. Pierce says. "But it's also true that because of natural variability, it's not possible to say exactly how much of that warming was human, how much was El Nino, and how much was from other natural causes."

One clue pointing to a contribution from global warming comes from temperatures in the US and Canadian Arctic, he continues. Based on past records, the magnitude of the above-normal warming there was much larger than even the strongest El Nino has been observed to trigger.

The unusual warming is likely tied to the additional effect of a dramatic reduction of sea ice during the spring and summer melt season. With larger portions of the Arctic Ocean uncovered – and uncovered more quickly because much of the ice that built in winter is thin, vulnerable first-year ice – more ocean is exposed to soak up sunlight, which warms the water.

So far during this year's melt season, the extent of sea ice has been flirting with the declines seen in 2007, which saw the smallest extend of summer ice since 1979, when satellite records began building of the ice's status.

These days, when the melt season ends each September, the extent of summer ice is some 40 percent smaller than 30 years ago, says Kevin Trenberth, a climate researcher at the National Center for Atmospheric Research in Boulder, Colo.

That long-term ice loss as a clearer link to global warming than does six months of temperatures, he and others say, although even the ice loss also is affected by natural variations in wind patterns from one year to the next.

If the record for the first half of the year holds up after revisions, it still may not be enough to keep the year as a whole on track for record above-average warmth, according to Dr. Trenberth. El Nino is giving way to La Nina, it's opposite, he notes. La Nina's effects – direct an indirect – could put the global climate on a path to a cool second half.
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Plastic catamaran has message on a bottle

AFP, 23 July 2010, by the associated press
http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5jyopHMi20isu6XNT5SGv19ZbLZSw 

NAIROBI — The crew of a catamaran made from plastic bottles and about to complete a Pacific crossing said Friday they hoped their odyssey would highlight the danger that plastic waste poses to the oceans.

The mainly British crew of the Plastiki -- a pun on the Kon-Tiki raft Norwegian explorer Thor Heyerdahl used in his 1947 Pacific expedition -- is expected to arrive in Sydney next week after a four-month voyage.

"We have this addiction to single-use, throwaway plastic, which is choking up the ecosystem," expedition leader David de Rothschild said in a Skype link-up with Achim Steiner, head of the Nairobi-based UN Environment Programme.

"With Plastiki, we want to enlighten, inform and inspire people and show that there are solutions here and not just problems."

The catamaran's hull is made from 12,500 recycled plastic bottles glued together with an environmentally-friendly adhesive made from cashew nuts and sugar, UNEP said in a statement.

The Plastiki's 10-strong crew left San Francisco in March and sailed through the North Pacific gyre, a swirling 3.5-million-tonne mass of waste which is roughly the size of Texas and better known as the Great Pacific Garbage Patch.

"We?ve spent four months at sea but have seen very little fish stock and only a handful of marine mammals," de Rothschild said. "That is a real sign that the oceans are in desperate need of our help."

The crew was inspired to undertake the voyage after reading a 2009 UNEP report that found that 13,000 pieces of plastic waste are floating on every square kilometre of ocean and that eight million pieces of litter enter the world's oceans every day.

Global wind power and other renewable about to surpass fossil fuels

REVE, 23 July 2010, by Chris Rose
http://www.evwind.es/noticias.php?id_not=6628
Wind energy additions reached a record high of 38 GW last year, adding the emissions-free generating technology now exists in more than 82 nations. 

Wind power got another strong vote of confidence last week when the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) and the Renewable Energy Policy Network (REN21) jointly issued reports saying supplies of new green electricity capacity should overtake fossil fuels later this year or in 2011.

The reports noted that in 2009, for the second year in a row, both Europe and the US added more power capacity from renewable sources such as wind farm and solar power than conventional sources like coal, gas and nuclear. According to a press release, renewables accounted for 60% of newly installed capacity in Europe and more than 50% in the US.

“Globally, nearly 80 GW of renewable power capacity was added in 2009, including 31 GW of hydro and 48 GW of non-hydro capacity. This combined renewables figure is now closing in on the 83GW of fossil-fuel, thermal capacity installed in the same year,” the press release said.

“If the trend continues, then 2010 or 2011 could be the first year that new capacity added in low carbon power exceeds that in fossil-fuel stations.”

The press release said wind was even more dominant as a destination for investment in 2009 than 2008.

“In 2008, it accounted for $59 billion or 45 [%] of all financial investment in sustainable energy; in 2009, it accounted for $67 billion and its share rose to 56 [%].”

Wind power additions reached a record high of 38 GW last year, the release noted, adding the emissions-free generating technology now exists in more than 82 nations.

UNEP Executive Director Achim Steiner said 2009 was a year of resilience, frustration and determination for sustainable energy investment.

“Resilience to the financial downturn that was hitting all sectors of the global economy and frustration that, while the UN climate convention meeting in Copenhagen was not the big breakdown that might have occurred, neither was it the big breakthrough so many had hoped for,” the release quoted Steiner saying. “Yet there was determination on the part of many industry actors and governments, especially in rapidly developing economies, to transform the financial and economic crisis into an opportunity for greener growth.”

Mohamed El-Ashry, Chair of REN21, was quoted saying favorable policies in more than 100 nations played a critical role in the recent strength of global renewable energy investments recently. “For the upward trend of renewable energy growth to continue, policy efforts now need to be taken to the next level and encourage a massive scale up of renewable technologies.” El-Ashry said.

Do you think we’re about to reach a global green energy tipping point, where wind and other renewables will soon supply more new electricity than fossil fuels? 


Environmental Degradation Plagues Haiti Earthquake Recovery
Relief Web, 21 July 2010, by the associated press

http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/rwb.nsf/db900SID/MCOI-87LH4T?OpenDocument
Port-au-Prince, 21 July 2010 - Over six months since the 7.0 magnitude earthquake struck Haiti, severe deforestation and the uncontrolled dumping of debris are among the complex environmental issues the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) is helping to address. 

As part of the UN relief and recovery effort, UNEP is focused on promoting a sustainable recovery for Haiti by minimising the environmental damage from reconstruction and ensuring there is adequate, long-term investment in natural resource management. 

Prior to the 12 January earthquake, Haiti was already the poorest and most environmentally degraded country in the Caribbean, and its largely destroyed rural environment could not fully support its population. 

For example, the total forest cover was approximately 2% in a country where 75% of energy demands were satisfied by wood fuel, and a lack of trees had in turn caused significant soil erosion. 

The massive damage from the earthquake has now exacerbated the sustainability problems in rural and urban areas, according to UNEP's Haiti Programme Manager, Andrew Morton. 

"The demand for timber poles for tents and construction is accelerating the rate of deforestation and this is one impact which will be very difficult to mitigate," Mr. Morton said. 

"A new and highly visible problem is debris and waste management in the Port-au-Prince region where the city is literally choking on building rubble and garbage because dumping is generally uncontrolled. 

"UNEP is working with the Haitian Ministry of Environment, the UN and non-governmental organizations to try and turn around the environmental situation, but the people of Haiti and the international community have a major recovery challenge in front of them," Mr. Morton added. 

Field-based rapid assessments since 13 January identified numerous environmental issues for the short and medium term, including the disposal of medical waste, rubble and demolition material, secondary spills and hazardous chemicals, geological and flood risks for camps and the environmental impact of massive population displacement. 

Jointly with the Haitian government, UNEP is identifying opportunities for investment, for example, in erosion control to help increase the productivity of farmland, and in clean energy by establishing a Haiti Improved Stoves Network to introduce more fuel-efficient stoves and reduce the demand for charcoal. 

UNEP has conducted environmental assessments of camp management in Haiti and is also part of a working group on timber issues which is promoting a sustainable wood chain in Haiti as part of developing a national wood market. 

UNEP's post-earthquake activities in Haiti are supported with funding from the governments of Ireland and Norway. 

Through its Disasters and Conflicts Programme, UNEP has been working with the Government of Haiti since 2008 and opened a project office in Port-au-Prince in January 2009. 

 General Environment News

U.S. coverage:

China Acts to Reduce Oil Spill Threat

The New York Times, 23 July 2010, by Edward Wong

http://www.nytimes.com/2010/07/24/world/asia/24china.html
BEIJING — Chinese officials are requiring ports around the country to revise their operations to better prevent oil spills in the aftermath of a pipeline explosion last week that resulted in an enormous spill in northeast China. The spill was the largest in this country in recent memory, and crews were still struggling on Friday to clean it up. 

China Daily, an official English-language newspaper, reported Friday that the Ministry of Transportation had issued a notice urging all local transport authorities to check operations at ports handling dangerous chemicals by August. Special teams will be sent occasionally to patrol at major oil and chemical ports. Ports that handle oil, liquefied chemicals and gases are now required to carry out check-ups every two years, as well as coming up with emergency response plans and conducting drills. 

The oil spill, at the port city of Dalian, is the result of a pipeline explosion on July 16. The first explosion triggered a similar burst at a smaller pipeline near Xingang Harbor. Both pipelines are owned by China National Petroleum Corporation, one of the large state-run oil enterprises. 

The growing concern over the potential for further port disasters in China came on the same week as the International Energy Agency’s announcement that China had surpassed the United States as the world’s top energy consumer. The agency said China consumed the equivalent of 2.25 billion tons of oil last year, 4 percent more than the United States. The measurement takes into account all forms of energy. The Chinese government’s push to maintain rapid economic growth has led to a surge in the country’s appetite for energy sources, but China this week rejected the energy agency’s calculations. 

About 140 square miles of ocean by Dalian have been affected by the oil spill, China Daily reported. On Tuesday, a firefighter, Zhang Liang, 25, drowned when a wave knocked him from a boat into the ocean. Rescue workers were still toiling away on Thursday to contain the spill. The local government has mobilized hundreds of fishing boats, specialized cleaning vessels, “oil-eating” bacteria and volunteers, China Daily reported. Many volunteers are using just their hands to try to clean up the polluted water and the beaches. 

Beijing Youth Daily cited an official saying that some workers were using chopsticks to try and clean up the mess. 

Dalian, in Liaoning Province, is a popular beach getaway during the summer, but many of the beaches were closed after the pipeline explosion. Environmental advocates have been calling on Chinese officials to give a full and accurate assessment of the ecological damage. China’s economic growth has pummeled the environment in many parts of the country, and Chinese cities are among the most polluted in the world. 

On Thursday, an oil tanker came into port at Dalian, the first tanker to do so since the explosion. Dalian is one of China’s major oil production and distribution centers, and the refinery there is one of the nation’s largest. The damaged pipeline at Xingang has been repaired and is now transporting oil again. 

The size of the Dalian spill is only a tiny fraction of the slick that resulted from the recent BP oil disaster in the Gulf of Mexico. 

Oil spill prompts China to beef up post safety

The CNN, 23 July 2010, by the CNN Wire Staff

http://www.cnn.com/2010/WORLD/asiapcf/07/23/china.oil.spill/
Beijing, China (CNN) -- Chinese authorities ordered beefed-up safety measures at the nation's ports after a pipeline explosion spewed crude oil into the Yellow Sea, state media reported Friday.

Ports will be required to perform checks and remove safety hazards ahead of loading, unloading or transporting oil and other hazardous chemical products, the transport ministry said in a notice on its website, according to the Xinhua news agency. China's major ports have been ordered to complete safety evaluations by the end of the year.

A state investigation has found that improper desulfurizer injections caused the oil pipeline explosion in the northeastern port city of Dalian, Xinhua said.

Two pipelines exploded July 16 at Dalian Xingang Port, causing China's biggest oil spill in recent history. Workers have been scrambling to prevent the 430-square-kilometer oil slick from further spreading into the ocean.

The blast occurred as workers were injecting desulfurizer into the pipeline after a 300,000-ton Libyan tanker had finished unloading its oil, a state investigation found, said Xinhua. The desulfurizer, used to remove impurities from crude, was strongly oxidizing, the investigation found.

The incident is still under investigation. 

The accident dumped 1,500 tons of crude and caused an oil slick on the Yellow Sea that has stretched to about 430 square kilometers (165 square miles), officials have said. That is still a fraction of the 2,700 square miles of the BP spill in the Gulf of Mexico.

About 800 boats equipped with oil absorbers and dispersants have been dispatched. And crews are dumping 30 tons of oil-eating bacteria daily.

Ship traffic at Dalian, China's second-largest port for crude oil imports, was limited to avoid interference with the cleanup efforts, Xinhua has reported. And fishing, a major industry in the area, has been banned until the end of the summer.

Beijing was optimistic that the cleanup would be complete by Friday but analysts argue it may take months.

Californians should use less delta water, report says

Los Angeles Times, 22 July 2010, by Bettina Boxall

http://articles.latimes.com/2010/jul/22/local/la-me-water-delta-20100722
 The State Water Board study provides new ammunition in the battle over the Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta, a source of water for roughly two of three Californians.

Californians need to take significantly less water from the state's single largest supply, according to a state report that could lay the foundation for more limits on water shipments to the Southland.

The State Water Board document provides new ammunition in the intensifying battle over the Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta, a source of water for roughly two of three Californians and a long-time victim of the state's great thirst.

Risk of Water Scarcity Increasing for 1,100 U.S. Counties
Environment News Service, 22 July 2010, by the Associated Press

http://www.ens-newswire.com/ens/jul2010/2010-07-21-092.html
http://www.ens-newswire.com/ens/jul2010/2010-07-21-092.html
 Top of Form

Bottom of Form

WASHINGTON, DC, July 21, 2010 (ENS) - One out of three U.S. counties is facing a greater risk of water shortages by mid-century due to global warming, finds a new report by Tetra Tech for the Natural Resources Defense Council. 

For 412 of these counties the risk of water shortages will be "extremely high," according to the report, a 14-fold increase from previous estimates. 

In the Great Plains and Southwest United States, water sustainability is at extreme risk finds the report, which is based on publicly available water use data from across the United States. 

"This analysis shows climate change will take a serious toll on water supplies throughout the country in the coming decades, with over one out of three U.S. counties facing greater risks of water shortages," said Dan Lashof, director of the Climate Center at NRDC. "Water shortages can strangle economic development and agricultural production and affected communities." 

"As a result," he said, "cities and states will bear real and significant costs if Congress fails to take the steps necessary to slow down and reverse the warming trend."

The report, issued Tuesday, finds that 14 states face an extreme or high risk to water sustainability, or are likely to see limitations on water availability as demand exceeds supply by 2050. 

These areas include parts of Arizona, Arkansas, California, Colorado, Florida, Idaho, Kansas, Mississippi, Montana, Nebraska, Nevada, New Mexico, Oklahoma, and Texas. 

Sujoy Roy, principal engineer and lead report author, Tetra Tech, said, "The goal of the analysis is to identify regions where potential stresses, and the need to do something about them, may be the greatest." 

"We used publicly available data on current water withdrawals for different sectors of the economy, such as irrigation, cooling for power generation, and municipal supply, and estimated future demands using business-as-usual scenarios of growth," Roy explained. 

"We then compared these future withdrawals to a measure of renewable water supply in 2050, based on a set of 16 global climate model projections of temperature and precipitation, to identify regions that may be stressed by water availability," Roy said. "These future stresses are related to changes in precipitation as well as the likelihood of increased demand in some regions." 

The report also is based on climate projections from a set of models used in recent Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change work to evaluate withdrawals related to renewable water supply. 

Water withdrawal will grow by 25 percent in many areas of the United States, including the arid Arizona-New Mexico area, the populated areas in the South Atlantic region, Florida, the Mississippi River basin, and Washington, D.C. and surrounding regions, the analysis projects. 

While detailed modeling of climate change impacts on crop production was beyond the scope of the Tetra Tech analysis, the potential scale of disruption is given based on the value of the crops produced in the 1,100 counties at risk. 

In 2007, the value of the crops produced in the at-risk counties identified in the report exceeded $105 billion. 

A separate study compared the Tetra Tech data with county-level crop production data from the U.S. Department of Agriculture. Click here for state-specific fact sheets outlining the potential agricultural impacts. http://agcarbonmarkets.com/Science.htm. 

The NRDC is using the report in its lobbying efforts to persuade Congress to pass legislation limiting the greenhouse gas emissions that drive climate change. 

"Water management and climate change adaptation plans will be essential to lessen the impacts, but they cannot be expected to counter the effects of a warming climate," said Lashof. "The only way to truly manage the risks exposed by this report is for Congress to pass meaningful legislation that cuts global warming pollution and allows the U.S. to exercise global leadership on the issue." 

Group warns of water shortages by 2050

UPI, 22 July 2010, by the associated press

http://www.upi.com/Science_News/2010/07/22/Group-warns-of-water-shortages-by-2050/UPI-68611279839129/ 

WASHINGTON, July 22 (UPI) -- Global warming will cause a risk of water shortages in two-thirds of U.S. counties by 2050, an environmental group warns.

The Natural Resources Defense Council says more than a thousand counties in 14 states will probably see limitations on water availability and use as demand exceeds supply in mid-century, USA Today reported Tuesday.

The high-risk areas include parts of Arizona, Arkansas, California, Colorado, Florida, Idaho, Kansas, Mississippi, Montana, Nebraska, Nevada, New Mexico, Oklahoma and Texas, the NRDC says.

Decreases in precipitation based on 16 leading climate models and increases in water demand based on current growth trends led to the risk projections, the group says.

"This analysis shows climate change will take a serious toll on water supplies throughout the country in the coming decades," Dan Lashof, director of NRDC's Climate Center, said.

Most of the counties at extreme risk for water shortages are in the Great Plains and Southwest United States, but none of the 48 states analyzed are unaffected, the group says.

Filling the Global Energy Research Gap

The New York Times, 22 July 2010, by Andrew C. Revkin

http://dotearth.blogs.nytimes.com/2010/07/22/filling-the-global-energy-research-gap/ 

Earlier this week, the International Energy Agency released a batch of new findings and reports as its contribution to the Obama administration’s “Clean Energy Ministerial” meeting in Washington. One report concluded that  China’s total energy use now tops that of the United States, just a couple of years behind its rise to the top position on lists of emitters of carbon dioxide. (China  almost immediately disputed the agency’s conclusion.)

In any case, a more important analysis was the agency’s fresh look at trends in government support for research, development and demonstration of low-carbon energy technologies and ways for countries to collaborate to accelerate energy innovation. Here’s one of the centerpiece graphs, showing how the long slide in government support for energy research appeared over, for the moment at least (click on the image to enlarge):

According to the report, “Global Gaps in Clean Energy RD&D,” the recent burst of spending on research as part of various countries’ efforts to stimulate their fragile economies has helped provide a substantial boost after decades of diminishing investment on the frontiers of energy inquiry. But the report’s author, Thomas Kerr, warned that this was a transitory pulse when sustained growth was needed, particularly given signs that no global price on carbon dioxide emissions was likely any time soon. In essence, the report says, the $24 billion in such spending in 2009 needs to be the new floor for such investments, not a temporary peak. 

The report describes how India, despite its poverty, has moved ahead with an initiative for raising money for energy research that the United States — thanks to a lack of leadership, congressional polarization and fear of anything remotely resembling a tax — has so far been unable to do: India has created a  National Clean Energy Fund for research and innovation financed by a levy of $1.10 (U.S.) per metric ton of mined or imported coal. It’s a very modest fee that has created hundreds of millions of dollars to stimulate Indian research and testing of promising technologies.

I think that, particularly with presidential leadership, there could be more than 60 Democrats and Republicans in the Senate who could get behind the case for fueling an American energy quest this way, or with a directed  2-cent-per-gallon nudge to the gasoline tax, which alone would triple our research budget compared to the pre-stimulus level.

One interesting facet of the graph above is how much of the stimulus spending has been focused on  carbon capture and sequestration, the process of catching CO2 as it leaves a power plant, compressing it and stashing it in the earth for safekeeping. The only reason for this option to dominate that burst of investment is lobbying power, to my mind. Why have governments only marginally boosted research on efficiency measures and nuclear energy, for example?

Here’s an excerpt and link to the full report:

The IEA’s Energy Technology Perspectives 2008 called for a clean energy revolution to address global energy security, energy access and environmental challenges. The recently released Energy Technology Perspectives 2010 confirms that the transition has begun to a low-carbon economy. The past decade has seen an investment surge in clean energy technologies as governments made bold commitments to fund LCETs.

The 2008-09 green stimulus spending announcements were welcome increases in public RD&D, but is seems they are largely one-time commitments. Further, some governments are backing away from their stimulus spending announcements, and industry is reducing its investments. This is particularly worrisome as clean energy technologies continue to cost more, on an unsubsidized basis, than traditional fossil-based technologies and it is unlikely that a global price on CO2 will be settled in the near future. A great deal more must be done to bridge the gap between the estimated $10 billion in annual pre-stimulus spending and $40 billion to $90 billion needed to achieve sustainable energy goals. Read the rest…
David Sandalow, the assistant secretary of energy for policy and international affairs, discussed the energy ministerial meeting and the Obama administration’s goals for advancing and diffusing low-carbon energy technology on the White House blog and a new Department of Energy blog. 

Gulf of Mexico oil spill coverage

U.S. coverage:

Oil spill recovery drill ships evacuating well site

The Miami Herald, 23 July 2010, by Carol Rosenberg

 

http://www.miamiherald.com/2010/07/23/1743878/oil-spill-recovery-drill-ships.html
Oil recovery workers at the Deepwater Horizon site were pulling up pipes to head to safe waters Friday -- out of the way of Tropical Storm Bonnie -- for what the chief of the Gulf of Mexico recovery effort cast as a best-case scenario halt to operations for 48 hours.

``It will be up to the masters to pick the best location . . . to ride out the storm,'' retired Coast Guard Adm. Thad Allen told reporters in a late morning teleconference from New Orleans. ``This is not a hurricane. This is a tropical storm right now.''

As he spoke, Bonnie's squalls lashed South Florida on her way west to complicate oil recovery efforts from the worst oil spill in U.S. history. 

Clean-up workers already began pulling in protective boom on Thursday and by evening small skimmer vessels and other ships fighting the contamination at sea were headed to port.

Approximately 43,100 people, more than 6,470 vessels and dozens of aircraft have been engaged in the response.

In the Gulf, BP oil managers decided a day earlier to leave the oil well capped rather than use values to ease any pressure that might build. Allen expressed confidence in the week-old ``cap and stack'' containment seal that has stopped crude from gushing into the Gulf for more than a week.

Instead, he said, Development Drillers No. 2 and 3 were disconnecting from the so-called lower marine riser package Friday morning to head for calmer seas. 

The drill ships would be gone for at least 48 hours, he said. Once they return, he added, it could take another 48 hours to reconnect.

Allen said officials had yet to decide whether workers and vessels operating underwater sensors, robots and monitoring seismic activity at the drill site would also evacuate.

If they do, he said, they would use hydrophones at the well's base to monitor activities.

In addition, he said, ``if we have an integrity problem, we will see it with air surveillance and satellite surveillance,'' meaning if the seals don't hold, authorities would know it once they spotted fresh crude on the surface -- 5,000 feet about the drill site.

It was not known yet whether the storm-whipped seas would help or hurt contaminations cleanup efforts. 

In one scenario, a storm surge could drive tar patties and other oil waste into Florida Panhandle beaches and fragile marshland. In another, storms and choppy seas would beat the waste up far from shore and help emulsify it. 

Oil spill work on hold as Bonnie approaches

The Washington Post, 23 July 2010, by Marc Kaufman

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/07/22/AR2010072201409_2.html?sid=ST2010072206537
With a tropical storm approaching, hundreds of workers and more than a dozen vessels will begin moving from the Deepwater Horizon blowout site Friday, stopping work on the long-awaited final "kill" of the well for more than a week. 

The decision to begin the evacuation was made late Thursday by retired Coast Guard Adm. Thad Allen, the national incident commander, after concluding that Tropical Storm Bonnie would likely hit the site with winds above 40 mph on Saturday morning. 

A tropical storm watch was issued early Friday for the northern Gulf Coast from Destin, Fla., to Morgan City, La., the Associated Press reported. 

"Due to the risk that Tropical Storm Bonnie poses to the safety of the nearly 2,000 people responding to the BP oil spill at the well site, many of the vessels and rigs will be preparing to move out of harm's way beginning tonight," Allen said in a statement. "This includes the rig drilling the relief well that will ultimately kill the well, as well as other vessels needed for containment. Some of the vessels may be able to remain on site, but we will err on the side of safety." 

Allen and BP Senior Vice President Kent Wells said that the containment cap placed on the well last week is sufficiently secure that it can ride out a tropical storm without leaking or compromising the now-controlled well. 

Because both the blown-out well and the two relief wells being drilled nearby are connected in various ways to boats on the surface, BP's first task has been to begin disconnecting them and taking the precautions it can. 

"We've already been preparing for several days," Wells said before the final decision was made to evacuate. BP officials said that the vessels would move out of harm's way but would not return to port. 

Vessels will be moved out according to their ability to withstand the conditions. Wells said that if the forecast changes before all the boats leave, crews could begin to work again more quickly. But a full evacuation would mean 10 to 12 days of lost time at the site. 

The coming storm may well push oil into the fragile marshlands of Louisiana, and potentially could be more damaging than Tropical Storm Alex, which had that effect last month. Alex was hundreds of miles away from the well site and the Louisiana coast but it created waves large and strong enough to carry the oily water to formerly unaffected areas. 

Reflecting the growing concern about Bonnie, Louisiana Gov. Bobby Jindal declared a state of emergency Thursday; the storm is forecast to hit Louisiana on Sunday. 

Jindal announced the action at a news conference in Baton Rouge just before U.S. forecasters determined it was a tropical storm strong enough to get a name. 

Other companies have been evacuating personnel in the Gulf as well. Shell Oil evacuated 160 employees and contract workers Wednesday, and had 20 helicopters were ferrying others Thursday from both the eastern and central sections of the gulf. 

Only several weeks ago, the prospect of a violent storm hitting the Deepwater site was worrisome. With the well only partially capped, oil and gas were still leaking out in substantial amounts and flowing through makeshift pipes to waiting collection vessels. If a major storm had hit before the containment cap was installed last week, those receiving vessels would have had to evacuate, too, and the full geyser would have returned. 

Allen has remained cautious about the stability of the containment cap, giving BP permission to continue with it only day by day. But on Thursday he said that government and BP scientists had succeeded in narrowing down the number of possible problems and had substantially increased his confidence that the cap was holding. 

"I have to give a tremendous shout out to [Energy] Secretary [Steven] Chu and the science team for methodically, everyday, twice a day sitting down with the seismic acoustical data, the anomalies that were detected, having a coordinated way to send ROVs out there to rule out the fact that they might be indicative of a well integrity issue." In other words, that the cap was holding and the pressure below appeared to be under control. 

The containment cap is a mile under water, deep enough that it will not be seriously effected by a storm. 

Also Thursday, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration announced that 26,388 square miles of gulf waters would be reopened to commercial and recreational fishing. The reopening of a third of the overall closed area was announced after consultation with Food and Drug Administration about the safety of eating the fish. 

Since mid-June, neither NOAA nor the United States Coast Guard observers flying over the area have seen any oil. Additionally, models show a low risk for future exposure to oil in the area, and fish caught in the area and tested by NOAA have shown no signs of contamination. 

"Today's decision is good news for gulf fishermen and American consumers," Commerce Secretary Gary Locke said. "Following the best science for this reopening provides important assurance to the American people that the seafood they buy is safe and protects the gulf seafood brand and the many people who depend on it for their livelihoods." 

Well to stay shut despite tropical storm

The Charlotte Observer, 23 July 2010, By Harry R. Weber and David Dishneau

http://www.charlotteobserver.com/2010/07/23/1578067/well-to-stay-shut-despite-tropical.html
ON THE GULF OF MEXICO Key ships stationed over BP's crippled well in the Gulf of Mexico were ordered to evacuate Thursday ahead of Tropical Storm Bonnie, and engineers have grown so confident in the leaky cap fixed to the well head that they will leave it closed while they are gone.

Tropical Storm Bonnie, which blossomed over the Bahamas and was to enter the Gulf of Mexico by the weekend, could delay by another 12 days the push to plug the broken well for good using mud and cement, retired Coast Guard Adm. Thad Allen and BP officials conceded. Even if it's not a direct hit, the rough weather will push back efforts to kill the well by at least a week.

"While this is not a hurricane, it's a storm that will have probably some significant impacts, we're taking appropriate cautions," Allen said in Mobile, Ala.

Allen issued the order Thursday night to begin moving dozens of vessels from the spill site, including the rig that's drilling the relief tunnel engineers will use to permanently throttle the free-flowing crude near the bottom of the well. Some vessels could stay on site, he said.

"While these actions may delay the effort to kill the well for several days, the safety of the individuals at the well site is our highest concern," he said in a statement.

A week of steady measurements through cameras and other devices convinced Allen they don't need to open vents to relieve pressure on the cap, which engineers had worried might contribute to leaks underground and an even bigger blowout. The cap was attached a week ago, and only minor leaks have been detected.

Allen said earlier in the day that evacuating the vessels could leave the well head unmonitored for up to a few days. He said he ordered BP to make sure that the ships carrying the robotic submarines watching the well are the last to leave and the first to return.

Bonnie caused flooding in Puerto Rico, the Dominican Republic and Haiti before reaching tropical storm strength late Thursday. Allen said crews expected sustained wind above 39 mph at the spill site by early Saturday.

Seas already were choppy in the Gulf, with waves up to 5 feet rocking boats as crews prepared to leave, Coast Guard Rear Adm. Paul Zukunft said.

Louisiana Gov. Bobby Jindal said he expects local leaders in coastal parishes to call for evacuation of low-lying areas as early as this morning.

At the spill site, the water no longer looks thick with gooey tar. But the oil is still there beneath the surface, staining the hull of cutters motoring around in it.

Scientists say even a severe storm shouldn't affect the well cap, nearly a mile beneath the ocean surface 40 miles from the Louisiana coast. "Assuming all lines are disconnected from the surface, there should be no effect on the well head by a passing surface storm," said Paul Bommer, professor of petroleum engineering at University of Texas at Austin.

Spill may cost Gulf Coast $22.7 billion in tourism, study estimates

Los Angeles Times, 23 July 2010, By Hugo Martín and Ronald D. White
http://www.latimes.com/business/la-fi-oilspill-business-20100723,0,5293582.story 

Another study commissioned by a Houston energy firm warns that new regulations considered in Washington would cost thousands of jobs and billions in tax revenue and drive independent producers away.

The BP oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico may cost the region up to $22.7 billion in lost tourism spending alone, a new study released Thursday shows.

Also Thursday, another study raised concerns that new oil spill-related regulations under discussion in Washington could be a severe burden on small oil companies, costing thousands of jobs and lowering government tax revenue.

The tourism study, conducted by consulting firm Oxford Economics USA and commissioned by the U.S. Travel Assn., estimated the loss in travel spending by comparing the spill with 25 recent natural and man-made disasters, including the 1989 Exxon Valdez spill in Alaska and last year's H1N1 (swine flu) outbreak.

Travel and tourism generates up to $34 billion in direct spending and employs 400,000 people in coastal communities in Texas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama and Florida.

But public perception about the spill could cost the region between $7.6 billion and $22.7 billion over the next three years, according to the study.

"Tourism is integral to the economy of the Gulf Coast," said Adam Sacks, managing director of Oxford Economics USA.

To counter misperceptions about the damage caused by the spill, the travel group recommends that the federal government collect $500 million from BP to pay for a marketing campaign. Oxford Economics estimated that such a campaign could reduce the losses by $7.5 billion.

"Facts often take a back seat to fear and perception," said Roger Dow, president of the travel group.

The biggest loss in travel spending would be felt in Florida, where visitors spend more than $22 billion a year, according to the study. The study estimates that Florida can lose $18.6 billion in travel spending over the next three years even though 90% of the state's beaches remain untouched by the disaster.

BP has already funded a $25-million campaign to boost tourism for Florida.

Meanwhile, the study on the costs of new regulations looked at the possible economic consequences if Congress sets new regulatory and liability limits so high that many smaller independent oil companies couldn't afford them.

The study by the business research and consulting firm HIS Global Insight said that 300,000 jobs and $147 billion in federal, state, and local taxes would be lost over the next 10 years if only the major oil companies such as 

Corporation" 
Exxon Mobil
, Conoco Phillips and Chevron could afford to operate in the gulf.

The independent companies are the largest shareholders in two-thirds of the more than 7,500 oil leases in the gulf, and in 81% of the leases that are already producing oil.

The report comes as Congress is expected to introduce legislation as soon as next week to raise the liability cap on economic damages from $75 million to a much higher level. One proposal might eliminate the cap altogether.

"There have been proposals in the Congress that would set a threshold so high" in terms of a company's financial ability to respond to a spill the size of the BP disaster "that only major oil companies would be able to meet," said Sam Gillespie, executive vice-president of Cobalt International Energy, a 5-year-old Houston based oil exploration company.

"There have been voiced views," he added, "that the only people who ought to be drilling in the deepwater are the major oil companies." Gillespie's company commissioned the HIS Global Insight report.
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Plastiki:





� HYPERLINK  \l "A1" ��Washington Post (US): Boat made of plastic bottles arrives in Sydney�


� HYPERLINK  \l "A3" ��Sydney Morning Herald (Australia): Plastic is fantastic for banking dynasty heir�


� HYPERLINK  \l "A4" ��Brisbane Times (Australia): Plastic is fantastic for banking dynasty heir�


� HYPERLINK  \l "a5" ��Also appeared in: WA Today (Australia), The Age (Australia)�


� HYPERLINK  \l "A6" ��CNN: Plastiki, boat made of plastic bottles, nears end of Pacific voyage�


� HYPERLINK  \l "A7" ��Toronto Sun (Canada): Plastic-bottle boat crosses the Pacific�


� HYPERLINK  \l "A8" ��ABC News (Australia): Plastic catamaran has message on a bottle�


� HYPERLINK  \l "A9" ��AFP: Plastic catamaran has message on a bottle�


� HYPERLINK  \l "A10" ��My Sailing (Blog): Plastiki reaches Sydney after 8000 mile sail�


� HYPERLINK  \l "A12" ��Jamaica Observer (Jamaica): Plastic voyagers near end of journey�


� HYPERLINK  \l "A13" ��Calgary Herald (Canada): Sailing on a plastic waste message�


� HYPERLINK  \l "A14" ��Windsor Star (Canada): Plastic catamaran has message on a bottle�


� HYPERLINK  \l "A15" ��Gulf Daily News (Bahrain): A message on the bottle � 


� HYPERLINK  \l "A16" ��Red Orbit: Plastiki Catamaran On Last Leg Of Its Journey�


� HYPERLINK  \l "A17" ��Environmental Expert: UNEP talks live to `Plastiki` crew on final leg of epic voyage�





Other News: 





� HYPERLINK  \l "B1" ��The Star (Malaysia): Getting it green�


� HYPERLINK  \l "B2" ��Horizon Solutions: New World Mangrove Atlas Highlights Importance of and Threats to Mangroves and Successful Restoration Efforts�


� HYPERLINK  \l "a18" ��Findtut (Blog): A fifth of world’s mangroves gone in 30 years�


� HYPERLINK  \l "B3" ��Canal solidario:  Tifón Consón: La repoblación de manglares contribuye a salvar vidas�


� HYPERLINK  \l "B4" ��El Nacional (Venezuela): Estudian cómo generar especies de manglares en Venezuela, Colombia y Panamá�


� HYPERLINK  \l "B5" ��Open Broadcast (Germany): Umweltzerstörung kostet laut Studie bis zu 4,5 Billionen Dollar�


� HYPERLINK  \l "B6" ��AFP: Naturschützer sehen bei Pazifik-Querung mehr Müll als Tiere�


� HYPERLINK  \l "B7" ��NZZ (Switzerland): Berlin gegen neue Ölbohrungen in der Nordsee�















































U.S. coverage:


AFP: Plastic catamaran has message on a bottle


REVE: Global wind power and other renewable about to surpass fossil fuels


Relief Web: Environmental Degradation Plagues Haiti Earthquake Recovery














U.S. coverage:


The New York Times: China Acts to Reduce Oil Spill Threat


CNN: Oil spill prompts China to beef up post safety


Los Angeles Times: Californians should use less delta water, report says


Environment News Service: Risk of Water Scarcity Increasing for 1,100 U.S. Counties


UPI: Group warns of water shortages by 2050


The New York Times: Filling the Global Energy Research Gap











U.S. coverage:


The Miami Herald: Oil spill recovery drill ships evacuating well site


The Washington Post: Oil spill work on hold as Bonnie approaches


The Charlotte Observer: Well to stay shut despite tropical storm


Los Angeles Times: Spill may cost Gulf Coast $22.7 billion in tourism

















