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Other Environment News
· AFP: World powers to tackle climate amid skepticism
· Reuters: Wal-Mart to try thin-film solar technology
· New York Times (US): Extreme Heat Bleaches Coral, and Threat Is Seen
· OneWorld: Arctic Ice in Death Spiral

· 
AFP: Tigers found at record altitude in boost for survival hopes
· Independent (UK): Thirty years of migration – a million miles on the wing
· Telegraph (UK): Tanzania's Serengeti National Park facing 'collapse' due to highway plans
· Guardian (UK): Serengeti wildebeest spectacle under threat from development
· BBC: Global plant inventory cuts 600,000 species records
Environmental News from the UNEP Regions
· ROA
Other UN News
· Environment News from the UN Daily News of September 20th 2010
· Environment News from the S.G.’s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of September 21st 2010 (None)
UNEP and the Executive Director in the News 
UN News Centre: Shifting to a green economy can hasten development, says new UN report
20th September 2010

Intensifying investments in clean energy can accelerate the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), the eight globally-agreed targets to slash poverty by 2015, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) says in a new publication.

A “green economy” is one that “not only improves human well-being and lessens inequality but also reduces environmental risks and ecological scarcities,” the brief says, underscoring its importance in realizing the MDGs.

In 2008 amidst the global financial crisis, UNEP launched its Green Economy Initiative, which seeks to demonstrate how to revive economies and create lasting jobs while simultaneously addressing environmental challenges.

The new publication, entitled Brief for Policymakers on the Green Economy and the Millennium Development Goals, also emphasizes the interconnected nature of the eight MDGs. For example, it says, sustainable agriculture and the provision of safe water are targets of the seventh MDG, but meeting that objective would also help to curb poverty, lower infant mortality rates and enhance maternal – each of which are separate Goals. “There is rapidly-growing evidence that accelerating a transition to a low-carbon, resource-efficient, employment generating

Green Economy may not only be the key to meeting sustainability challenges of the 21st century, but also provide a considerable contribution to meeting the other MDGs,” said UNEP Executive Director Achim Steiner. The publication was launched on the same day as the start of a three-day gathering at the UN, drawing scores of world leaders, seeking to assess progress made so far in achieving the MDGs.

Mr. Steiner said that on current trends, it is likely that not all of the Goals will be achieved by 2015. This is “in part because the responses so far have been embedded in a 20th-century approach to a new century’s challenges,” he said, underlining the benefits derived from investing in modern clean-technology energy systems.
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India Blooms: Green economies will accelerate development: UN

21st September 2010

Intensifying investments in clean energy can accelerate the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals, the eight globally-agreed targets to slash poverty by 2015, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) says in a new publication.
A “green economy” is one that “not only improves human well-being and lessens inequality but also reduces environmental risks and ecological scarcities,” the brief says, underscoring its importance in realizing the MDGs.

In 2008 amidst the global financial crisis, UNEP launched its Green Economy Initiative, which seeks to demonstrate how to revive economies and create lasting jobs while simultaneously addressing environmental challenges.

The new publication, entitled ‘Brief for Policymakers on the Green Economy and the Millennium Development Goals’, also emphasizes the interconnected nature of the eight MDGs.

For example, it says, sustainable agriculture and the provision of safe water are targets of the seventh MDG, but meeting that objective would also help to curb poverty, lower infant mortality rates and enhance maternal – each of which are separate Goals.

“There is rapidly-growing evidence that accelerating a transition to a low-carbon, resource-efficient, employment generating Green Economy may not only be the key to meeting sustainability challenges of the 21st century, but also provide a considerable contribution to meeting the other MDGs,” said UNEP Executive Director Achim Steiner.

The publication was launched on the same day as the start of a three-day gathering at the UN, drawing scores of world leaders, seeking to assess progress made so far in achieving the MDGs.

Steiner said that on current trends, it is likely that not all of the Goals will be achieved by 2015.

This is “in part because the responses so far have been embedded in a 20th-century approach to a new century’s challenges,” he said, underlining the benefits derived from investing in modern clean-technology energy systems.
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China.org (China): Shifting to green economy can hasten development

21st September 2010

Intensifying investments in clean energy can accelerate the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), the eight globally-agreed targets to slash poverty by 2015, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) says in a new publication. 

A "green economy" is one that "not only improves human well-being and lessens inequality but also reduces environmental risks and ecological scarcities," the brief says, underscoring its importance in realizing the MDGs.

In 2008 amidst the global financial crisis, UNEP launched its Green Economy Initiative, which seeks to demonstrate how to revive economies and create lasting jobs while simultaneously addressing environmental challenges.

The new publication, entitled Brief for Policymakers on the Green Economy and the Millennium Development Goals, also emphasizes the interconnected nature of the eight MDGs.

For example, it says, sustainable agriculture and the provision of safe water are targets of the seventh MDG, but meeting that objective would also help to curb poverty, lower infant mortality rates and enhance maternal – each of which are separate Goals.

"There is rapidly-growing evidence that accelerating a transition to a low-carbon, resource-efficient, employment generating Green Economy may not only be the key to meeting sustainability challenges of the 21st century, but also provide a considerable contribution to meeting the other MDGs," said UNEP Executive Director Achim Steiner.

The publication was launched on the same day as the start of a three-day gathering at the UN, drawing scores of world leaders, seeking to assess progress made so far in achieving the MDGs.

Mr. Steiner said that on current trends, it is likely that not all of the Goals will be achieved by 2015.

This is "in part because the responses so far have been embedded in a 20th-century approach to a new century's challenges," he said, underlining the benefits derived from investing in modern clean-technology energy systems.
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Eco-business (Asia-pacific): UNEP Report : Green Economy can reduce poverty and help meet Millennium Development Goals
20th September 2010

Investing in clean energy, sustainable transport, forests and environmentally-friendly agriculture is essential, if internationally-agreed goals to reduce poverty are to be achieved. 

This is among the central conclusions of A Brief for Policymakers on the Green Economy and the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), launched today as heads of state and ministers meet at the UN Headquarters to review progress to date - five years before the MDG deadline of 2015. 

Environmental degradation is making it more difficult for governments to achieve Millennium Development Goals such as improving maternal health, providing safe drinking water and combating hunger and disease. 

Conversely some countries and communities are finding that environmental improvements, catalyzed by deliberate policy choices; smart investments and often private sector partnerships can be a big part of the solution, the new study claims. 

Achim Steiner, UN Under-Secretary General and Executive Director of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), said: “There is rapidly growing evidence that accelerating a transition to a low carbon, resource efficient, employment-generating Green Economy may not only be the key to meeting sustainability challenges of the 21st century, but also provide a considerable contribution to meeting other MDGs. 

The report - compiled by UNEP’s Green Economy team - cites numerous cases where green strategies are paying multiple dividends in respect to the eight MDGs. 

Policies and investments in Costa Rica have triggered an expansion of protected areas and national parks, now covering over 25 per cent of the country’s total land area. 

Since this strategy was adopted there has been a boom in eco-tourism attracting over one million visitors a year and generating USD $5 million annually in entrance fees alone. Studies indicate that communities living in or near national parks have higher wages, employment rates and lower rates of poverty. 

The report, prepared for this week’s UN Summit on MDGs in New York, also spotlights China’s energy policy as set out in the country’s 11th five year plan covering 2006-2010. The plan has fuelled a rapid rise in renewable energy manufacturing and installation. 

China is now the world’s second biggest user of wind power and the biggest exporter of photovoltaics (devices that covert solar energy into electricity). 10 per cent of households have solar water heaters and 1.5 million people are employed in China’s renewables sector, with 300,000 of those jobs generated in 2009 alone. 

Creative and forward-looking urban planning, allied to sustainable transport policies, have allowed the Brazilian city of Curitiba to grow more than six fold while simultaneously improving mobility and quality of life. 

The average area of green space per person has risen from one square metre to around 50 square metres; 45 per cent of journeys are made by public transport; excessive fuel use due to congestion is 13 times less per person than in Sao Paulo and the lower levels of air pollution result in health benefits for local citizens. 

In Nepal, 14,000 Forest User Groups have reversed the deforestation rates of the 1990s through community-based policies which include setting harvesting rules, product prices and the sharing of profits. 

Between 2000 and 2005, the annual forested area of Nepal increased by 1.3 per cent, soil quality and water supplies are better managed and local employment has risen. 

Uganda, a country where 85 per cent of the working population is employed in agriculture, has turned to organic production to boost exports and incomes. Farm-gate prices for organic vanilla, ginger and pineapples are higher than for conventional produce. 

Since 2004, the number of certified organic farmers has grown from 45,000 to over 200,000 and the area of land under organic cultivation from 185,000 hectares to close to 300,000 hectares. 

Mr Steiner said: “The underlying task of the 21st century is to provide a secure and sustainable way of life for a world population that over the next four decades will increase in size by a third. It was this challenge that in September 2000 led world leaders to adopt the eight MDGs”. 

“On current trends it is likely that achieving all the MDGs by 2015 will be missed. In part because the responses so far have been embedded in a 20th century approach to a new century’s challenges,” he added. 

“The Green Economy puts a fresh lens on the challenges and a spotlight on the multiple cost effective economic and social opportunities from investing and re-investing in modern clean-tech energy systems up to natural resource management of the planet’s ecological infrastructure. In doing so, it addresses the economic, social and environmental objective of sustainable development and underscores the wealth of choices and options for sustained progress that meets the realities of our time,” said Mr Steiner. 

Some Key Points from the Report - Environmental Sustainability and the MDGs Inextricably Intertwined 

The report, A Brief for Policymakers on the Green Economy and the Millennium Development Goals, underlines that the environmental goods and services that underpin the global economy - and in particular the GDP of the poor - are shrinking at a rapid rate. 

It underscores how this loss of ecological infrastructure is undermining not only MDG7 on environmental sustainability but most if not all of the other MDGs and their associated targets. 

Coral reefs in the Caribbean for example have declined by 80 per cent and globally 30 per cent of mangroves have been lost in the past two decades. 

Both these ecosystems provide coastal defenses, tourism revenues and other services and income for local communities. 

In addition they are nurseries for fish upon which a billion people rely directly for protein. The fate of coral reefs and mangroves are thus closely linked to the achievement of several MDGs, including MDG1 on hunger. 

Forests are key sources of drinking water and nutrients for agriculture while providing essential goods such as wild foods and medicines. 

Thus the fate of forests links to MDG1 on hunger, MDGs 4 and 5 on health and several targets of MDG7 such as halving the proportion of people without access to safe drinking water. 

The rate of deforestation is slowing. In the past decade the annual loss of forest has averaged 13 million hectares, compared with 16 million hectares a year during the 1990s. 

But this rate is still causing lasting environmental damage and currently close to 30 countries have lost 90 per cent of their original forest cover. 

Investing and re-investing in forests would not only assist in meeting the aforementioned MDGs, but also in reducing greenhouse gas emissions linked with deforestation. 

While there is no specific MDG for energy, the report points out that providing clean energy will underpin the success of many of the goals, both directly in terms of sustainable development and indirectly if climate change, linked to the burning of fossil fuels, is left unaddressed. 

For example 14% of the population of developing countries and around a fifth of their urban dwellers live in low-lying coastal regions and are particularly vulnerable to the impacts of climate change, such as rising sea levels, coastal flooding and soil erosion. 

Subsidies - A Possible Source of Additional MDG Funding 

One way of financing the achievement of the MDGs is through re-directing subsidies. 

Fossil fuels for example still attract over US$500 billion a year in government subsidies - and there is abundant evidence that these subsidies rarely reach the poor, despite the best intentions of governments. 

In Indonesia in 2005, 60 per cent of fuel subsidies went to the richest 40 per cent of the population. 

In 2003, Argentina’s gas subsidies went to the far south of the country - home to just three per cent of Argentina’s poor. 

In Mongolia, some 85 per cent of a recent ‘life-line’ heating tariff went to the ‘non-poor’. 

Investing all or part of these subsidies in renewable energy technologies, such as solar and wind, could trigger new kinds of employment, faster access to electricity and greater social equity - a better overall standard of living. 

There would be benefits for the environment including improvements in air pollution alongside an estimated six per cent cut in annual greenhouse gas emissions. 

There are other green economy approaches: In Bangladesh a subsidiary of the Grameen Bank - Grameen Shakti - has pioneered microfinance to assist local people in buying solar heating systems. 

Some 20,000 ‘green’ jobs, many of which have been for women, have been generated, with an aim of creating 100,000 new jobs by 2015. The project thus meets many of the MDGs including MDG3 relating to gender equality. 

Similar arguments are made in respect to fisheries where subsidies total some US$27 billion a year and are part of the reason why fish stocks in many parts of the world are in decline. 

Re-directing around US$8 billion of these subsidies into improved management measures such as marine protected areas, tradable quotas, the retiring of vessels and the retraining of fisher-folk, could boost catches and conserve stocks. 

The report also points to the multiple benefits from other policies, for example those that promote the certification of biodiversity-friendly agricultural products. 

With the right backing, the market for such products could be worth US$210 billion by 2020 up from US$40 billion in 2008, generating new income flows while conserving the planet’s natural capital.
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Spero (US): Shifting to a green economy can hasten development, says new UN report

20th September 2010

Intensifying investments in clean energy can accelerate the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), the eight globally-agreed targets to slash poverty by 2015, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) says in a new publication.

A "green economy" is one that "not only improves human well-being and lessens inequality but also reduces environmental risks and ecological scarcities," the brief says, underscoring its importance in realizing the MDGs.

In 2008 amidst the global financial crisis, UNEP launched its Green Economy Initiative, which seeks to demonstrate how to revive economies and create lasting jobs while simultaneously addressing environmental challenges.

The new publication, entitled Brief for Policymakers on the Green Economy and the Millennium Development Goals, also emphasizes the interconnected nature of the eight MDGs.

For example, it says, sustainable agriculture and the provision of safe water are targets of the seventh MDG, but meeting that objective would also help to curb poverty, lower infant mortality rates and enhance maternal " each of which are separate Goals.

"There is rapidly-growing evidence that accelerating a transition to a low-carbon, resource-efficient, employment generating Green Economy may not only be the key to meeting sustainability challenges of the 21st century, but also provide a considerable contribution to meeting the other MDGs," said UNEP Executive Director Achim Steiner.

The publication was launched on the same day as the start of a three-day gathering at the UN, drawing scores of world leaders, seeking to assess progress made so far in achieving the MDGs.

Mr. Steiner said that on current trends, it is likely that not all of the Goals will be achieved by 2015.

This is "in part because the responses so far have been embedded in a 20th-century approach to a new century"s challenges," he said, underlining the benefits derived from investing in modern clean-technology energy systems.
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Scoop (New Zealand): Shifting to a green economy can hasten development, says new UN report

20th September 2010

Intensifying investments in clean energy can accelerate the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), the eight globally-agreed targets to slash poverty by 2015, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) says in a new publication.

A "green economy" is one that "not only improves human well-being and lessens inequality but also reduces environmental risks and ecological scarcities," the brief says, underscoring its importance in realizing the MDGs.

In 2008 amidst the global financial crisis, UNEP launched its Green Economy Initiative, which seeks to demonstrate how to revive economies and create lasting jobs while simultaneously addressing environmental challenges.

The new publication, entitled Brief for Policymakers on the Green Economy and the Millennium Development Goals, also emphasizes the interconnected nature of the eight MDGs.

For example, it says, sustainable agriculture and the provision of safe water are targets of the seventh MDG, but meeting that objective would also help to curb poverty, lower infant mortality rates and enhance maternal " each of which are separate Goals.

"There is rapidly-growing evidence that accelerating a transition to a low-carbon, resource-efficient, employment generating Green Economy may not only be the key to meeting sustainability challenges of the 21st century, but also provide a considerable contribution to meeting the other MDGs," said UNEP Executive Director Achim Steiner.

The publication was launched on the same day as the start of a three-day gathering at the UN, drawing scores of world leaders, seeking to assess progress made so far in achieving the MDGs.

Mr. Steiner said that on current trends, it is likely that not all of the Goals will be achieved by 2015.

This is "in part because the responses so far have been embedded in a 20th-century approach to a new century"s challenges," he said, underlining the benefits derived from investing in modern clean-technology energy systems.
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ISRIA: UN - Shifting to a green economy can hasten development, says new UN report

20th September 2010

Intensifying investments in clean energy can accelerate the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), the eight globally-agreed targets to slash poverty by 2015, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) says in a new publication.

A “green economy” is one that “not only improves human well-being and lessens inequality but also reduces environmental risks and ecological scarcities,” the brief says, underscoring its importance in realizing the MDGs.

In 2008 amidst the global financial crisis, UNEP launched its Green Economy Initiative, which seeks to demonstrate how to revive economies and create lasting jobs while simultaneously addressing environmental challenges.

The new publication, entitled Brief for Policymakers on the Green Economy and the Millennium Development Goals, also emphasizes the interconnected nature of the eight MDGs.

For example, it says, sustainable agriculture and the provision of safe water are targets of the seventh MDG, but meeting that objective would also help to curb poverty, lower infant mortality rates and enhance maternal – each of which are separate Goals.

“There is rapidly-growing evidence that accelerating a transition to a low-carbon, resource-efficient, employment generating Green Economy may not only be the key to meeting sustainability challenges of the 21st century, but also provide a considerable contribution to meeting the other MDGs,” said UNEP Executive Director Achim Steiner.

The publication was launched on the same day as the start of a three-day gathering at the UN, drawing scores of world leaders, seeking to assess progress made so far in achieving the MDGs.

Mr. Steiner said that on current trends, it is likely that not all of the Goals will be achieved by 2015.

This is “in part because the responses so far have been embedded in a 20th-century approach to a new century’s challenges,” he said, underlining the benefits derived from investing in modern clean-technology energy systems.
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Relief Web: A Brief for Policymakers on the Green Economy and the Millennium Development Goals

20th September 2010

Investing in clean energy and sustainable transport to forests and environmentally-friendly forms of agriculture could go a long way towards meeting internationally-agreed poverty reduction goals. 

This is among the central conclusions of A Brief for Policymakers on the Green Economy and the Millennium Development Goals, launched today as heads of state and ministers meet at the UN Headquarters to review progress with five years to go. 

Environmental degradation is on the one hand aggravating the challenge of improving maternal health and the provision of safe drinking water to combating hunger and disease. 

Conversely some countries and communities are finding that environmental improvements, catalyzed by deliberate policy choices; smart investments and often private sector partnerships can be a big part of the solution, the new study claims. 

Achim Steiner, UN Under-Secretary General and Executive Director of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), said: "There is rapidly growing evidence that accelerating a transition to a low carbon, resource efficient, employment-generating Green Economy may not only be the key to meeting sustainability challenges of the 21st century, but also provide a considerable contribution to meeting other MDGs. 

The report—compiled by UNEP's Green Economy team —cites numerous cases where green strategies are paying multiple dividends and generating multiple opportunities including in respect to the eight MDGs. 

Deliberate policies and investments in Costa Rica have triggered an expansion of protected areas and National Parks to over 25 per cent of the country's land area. 

Since this strategy was adopted there has been a boom in eco-tourism attracting well over one million visitors a year and generating $5 million annually in entrance fees alone. Studies indicate that communities living in or near national parks have higher wages, employment rates and lower rates of poverty. 

The report, prepared for this week's UN Summit on MDGs in New York, also spotlights China's energy policy as set out in its 11th five year plan covering 2006-2010. The plan has fuelled a rapid rise in renewable energy manufacturing and installation. 

China is now the second biggest wind power country in the world and the biggest exporter of photo-voltaics: 10 per cent of households have solar water heaters —1.5 million people are employed in China's renewables sector with 300,000 of those jobs generated in 2009 alone. 

Creative and forward-looking urban planning, allied to sustainable transport policies, have allowed the Brazilian city of Curitiba to grow more than six fold while simultaneously improving mobility and quality of life. 

The average area of green space per person has risen from one square metre to around 50 square metres; 45 per cent of journeys are made by public transport; excessive fuel use due to congestion is 13 times less per person than in Sao Paulo and the lower levels of air pollution result in health benefits for local citizens. 

In Nepal, 14,000 Community Forest User Groups have reversed the deforestation rates of the 1990s through smart, community-based policies which include setting harvesting rules; product prices and the sharing of profits. 

Between 2000 and 2005, the annual forested area of Nepal actually rose by over 1.3 per cent; soil quality and water supplies are better managed and local employment has risen. 

Uganda, a country where 85 per cent of the working population is employed in agriculture, has turned to organic production to boost exports and incomes. Farm-gate prices for organic vanilla, ginger and pineapples are higher than conventional produce. 

Since 2004, the number of certified organic farmers has grown from 45,000 to over 200,000 and the area of land under organic cultivation from 185,000 hectares to close to 300,000 hectares. 

Mr Steiner said: "The underlying task of the 21st century is to provide a secure and sustainable way of life for a world population that over the next four decades will increase in size by a third. It was this challenge that in September 2000 led world leaders to adopt the eight MDGs". 

"On current trends it is likely that achieving all the MDGs by 2015 will be missed. In part because the responses so far have been embedded in a 20th century approach to a new century's challenges," he added. 

"The Green Economy puts a fresh lens on the challenges and a spotlight on the multiple cost effective economic and social opportunities from investing and re-investing in modern clean-tech energy systems up to natural resource management of the planet's ecological infrastructure. In doing so, it addresses the economic, social and environmental objective of sustainable development and underscores the wealth of choices and options for sustained progress that meets the realities of our time," said Mr Steiner. 

Some Key Points from the Report—Environmental Sustainability and the MDGs Inextricably Intertwined 

The report, A Brief for Policymakers on the Green Economy and the Millennium Development Goals, underlines that the environmental goods and services that underpin the global economy—and in particular the GDP of the poor—are shrinking at a rapid rate. 

It underscores how this loss of ecological infrastructure is undermining not only MDG7 on environmental sustainability but most if not all of the other MDGs and their associated targets. 

Coral reefs in the Caribbean for example have declined by 80 per cent and globally 30 per cent of mangroves have been lost in the past two decades. 

Both these ecosystems provide coastal defenses; tourism revenues and other services and income for local communities. 

In addition they are nurseries for fish upon which a billion people rely directly for protein—the fate of coral reefs and mangroves thus echo to the achievement of several MDGs including MDG1 on hunger. 

Forests are key sources of drinking water and nutrients for agriculture while providing essential goods such as wild foods and medicines. 

Thus the fate of forests also links to several of the MDGs including MDG1 on hunger; MDG4 and 5 on health and targets in MDG7: such as halving the proportion of people without access to safe drinking water. 

The rate of deforestation is slowing: in the past decade the annual loss of forest has averaged 13 million hectares, compared with 16 million hectares a year during the 1990s. 

But this is still a rate that is causing lasting environmental damage and currently close to 30 countries have lost 90 per cent of their original forest cover. 

Investing and re-investing in forests would not only assist in meeting the aforementioned MDGs, but also in reducing greenhouse gas emissions linked with deforestation. 

While there is no specific MDG for energy, the report points out that providing clean energy will underpin the success of many of the goals both directly in terms of sustainable development and indirectly if climate change, linked to the burning of fossil fuels, is left unaddressed. 

For example 14% of the population of developing countries and around a fifth of their urban dwellers, live in low-lying coastal regions and are thus at risk climate-related impacts such as rising sea levels, coastal flooding and soil erosion. 

Subsidies—A Possible Source of Additional MDG Funding 

One way of financing the achievement of the MDGs is through re-directing subsides. 

Fossil fuels for example still attract over US $500 billion a year in government subsidies—and there is abundant evidence that these subsidies rarely reach the poor despite the best intentions of governments. 

In Indonesia in 2005, 60 per cent of fuel subsidies went to the richest 40 per cent of the population 

In 2003, Argentina's gas subsidies went to the far south of the country—home to just three per cent of Argentina's poor. 

In Mongolia, some 85 per cent of a recent 'life-line' heating tariff went to the 'non-poor'. 

Investing all or part of these in renewable energy technologies, such as solar and wind, could trigger new kinds of employment; faster access to electricity and greater social equity; an improved standard of living. 

Wins too for the environment including improvements in air pollution alongside an estimated six per cent cut in annual greenhouse gas emissions. 

There are other green economy approaches: In Bangladesh a subsidiary of the Grameen Bank—Grameen Shakti—has pioneered microfinance to assist local people buy solar heating systems. 

Some 20,000 'green' jobs many of which have been for women have been generated with an aim of 100,000 by 2015. The project thus meets many of the MDGs including MDG3 relating to gender equality. 

Similar arguments are made in respect to fisheries where subsidies total some $27 billion a year and are part of the reason why fish stocks in many parts of the world are in decline. 

Re-directing around $8 billion of these into improved management measures such as marine protected areas, tradable quotas, the retiring of vessels and the retraining of fisher-folk, could boost catches and conserve stocks. 

The report also points to the multiple benefits from other policies, for example ones that promote the certification of biodiversity-friendly agricultural products. 

The market for such products could be worth $210 billion by 2020 up from $40 billion in 2008 with the right backing, generating new income flows while conserving the planet's natural capital.
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Environmental Expert: UNEP report : Green Economy can reduce poverty and help meet millennium development goals
20th September 2010

Investing in clean energy, sustainable transport, forests and environmentally-friendly agriculture is essential, if internationally-agreed goals to reduce poverty are to be achieved.

This is among the central conclusions of A Brief for Policymakers on the Green Economy and the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), launched today as heads of state and ministers meet at the UN Headquarters to review progress to date - five years before the MDG deadline of 2015.

Environmental degradation is making it more difficult for governments to achieve Millennium Development Goals such as improving maternal health, providing safe drinking water and combating hunger and disease.

Conversely some countries and communities are finding that environmental improvements, catalyzed by deliberate policy choices; smart investments and often private sector partnerships can be a big part of the solution, the new study claims.

Achim Steiner, UN Under-Secretary General and Executive Director of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), said: 'There is rapidly growing evidence that accelerating a transition to a low carbon, resource efficient, employment-generating Green Economy may not only be the key to meeting sustainability challenges of the 21st century, but also provide a considerable contribution to meeting other MDGs.

The report - compiled by UNEP's Green Economy team - cites numerous cases where green strategies are paying multiple dividends in respect to the eight MDGs.

Policies and investments in Costa Rica have triggered an expansion of protected areas and national parks, now covering over 25 per cent of the country's total land area.

Since this strategy was adopted there has been a boom in eco-tourism attracting over one million visitors a year and generating USD $5 million annually in entrance fees alone. Studies indicate that communities living in or near national parks have higher wages, employment rates and lower rates of poverty.
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Bloomberg (US): Green Economy Key as UN Effort to Reduce Poverty Falls Short, Report Says
20th September 2010

Shifting to a green economy will become key in the United Nations’ bid to raise worldwide living standards as prospects dim for cutting poverty in half by 2015, according to a UN report. 

Environmental challenges left unresolved, such as protecting coral reefs, ensuring safe drinking water and fighting deforestation, will endanger the ability of future generations to thrive, according to the study released today for policy makers by the UN Environment Program. 

Leaders including U.S. President Barack Obama and French President Nicolas Sarkozy will meet in New York this week during the UN General Assembly session to review the UN’s Millennium Development Goals, a 15-year plan to halve poverty across the world by 2015. 

“It is likely that achieving all the MDGs by 2015 will be missed,” Achim Steiner, environmental program executive director, said today in a statement. “The responses so far have been embedded in a 20th century approach to a new century’s challenges.” 

Policy makers should proceed with actions aimed at weaning nations away from fossil fuels such as oil and coal and encouraging development of a clean-energy economy, according to the study. 

“There is rapidly growing evidence that accelerating a transition to a low-carbon, resource-efficient, employment- generating green economy may not only be the key to meeting sustainability challenges of the 21st century, but also provide a considerable contribution to meeting other” development goals, Steiner said. 

Strategies to help reach the goal of reducing poverty include investments in Costa Rica to expand protected areas and national parks to more than 25 percent of the nation’s land area. The effort has helped the economy by spurring a boom in eco-tourism, according to the report.
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Daily Mail (UK): Ozone layer 'is no longer disappearing and will return to full strength by 2048', says UN report
20th September 2010

The ozone layer is no longer disappearing and could be back to full strength by the middle of this century, UN scientists have confirmed.

The phasing out of nearly 100 substances once used in products like refrigerators and aerosols has stopped the ozone layer being depleted further, although it is not yet increasing, according to a new United Nations report released last week. 

And it claimed that international efforts to protect the ozone layer has averted millions of cases of skin cancer worldwide.

The ozone layer outside the polar regions is projected to recover to pre-1980 levels by 2048, although the annual springtime ozone hole over the Antarctic is not expected to recover until 2073.

Ozone in the stratosphere is important because it absorbs some of the Sun’s dangerous ultraviolet radiation.

The report, published jointly by UNEP and the UN World Meteorological Organization (WMO) is the first comprehensive update in four years on the Vienna Convention for the Protection of the Ozone Layer and the Montreal Protocol phasing out chemicals which accelerate both ozone layer damage and climate change. 

'It (the Protocol) has protected the stratospheric ozone layer from much higher levels of depletion by phasing out production and consumption of ozone depleting substances,' said the report.

The report was written and reviewed by 300 scientists and launched on the UN International Day for the Preservation of the Ozone Layer. 

Given that many substances that deplete the ozone layer are also potent greenhouse gases, the Montreal Protocol ‘provided substantial co-benefits by reducing climate change,’ it added. 

In 2010, reductions of ozone-depleting substances as a result of the Protocol, were five times larger than those targeted by the Kyoto Protocol, the greenhouse emissions reduction treaty.

'Without the Montreal Protocol and its associated Vienna Convention atmospheric levels of ozone-depleting substances could have increased tenfold by 2050,' Mr Steiner said. 

‘This in turn could have led to up to 20 million more cases of skin cancer and 130 million more cases of eye cataracts, not to speak of damage to human immune systems, wildlife and agriculture.'
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Daily India (India): Ozone layer ‘no longer disappearing, will return to full strength by 2048'

21st September 2010

UN scientists have confirmed that the ozone layer is no longer disappearing and could be back to full strength by the middle of this  

century.

The phasing out of nearly 100 substances once used in products like refrigerators and aerosols has stopped the ozone layer being depleted further, although it is not yet increasing, according to a new United Nations report released last week. 

And it claimed that international efforts to protect the ozone layer have averted millions of cases of skin cancer worldwide.

The ozone layer outside the Polar Regions is projected to recover to pre-1980 levels by 2048, although the annual springtime ozone hole over the Antarctic is not expected to recover until 2073, reports the Daily Mail.

Ozone in the stratosphere is important because it absorbs some of the Sun’s dangerous ultraviolet radiation.

The report was written and reviewed by 300 scientists and launched on the UN International Day for the Preservation of the Ozone Layer. 

The reports has been published jointly by UNEP and the UN World Meteorological Organization (WMO).
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Thaindian (Thailand): Ozone layer ‘no longer disappearing, will return to full strength by 2048'

21st September 2010

UN scientists have confirmed that the ozone layer is no longer disappearing and could be back to full strength by the middle of this  

century.

The phasing out of nearly 100 substances once used in products like refrigerators and aerosols has stopped the ozone layer being depleted further, although it is not yet increasing, according to a new United Nations report released last week. 

And it claimed that international efforts to protect the ozone layer have averted millions of cases of skin cancer worldwide.

The ozone layer outside the Polar Regions is projected to recover to pre-1980 levels by 2048, although the annual springtime ozone hole over the Antarctic is not expected to recover until 2073, reports the Daily Mail.

Ozone in the stratosphere is important because it absorbs some of the Sun’s dangerous ultraviolet radiation.

The report was written and reviewed by 300 scientists and launched on the UN International Day for the Preservation of the Ozone Layer. 

The reports has been published jointly by UNEP and the UN World Meteorological Organization (WMO).
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TG Daily (Blog): Ozone layer is recovering, says UN
20th September 2010

The ozone layer is regenerating, and could be back up to strength by the middle of the century, according to a UN report.

It concludes that international efforts such as the Montreal Protocol are successfully protecting the ozone layer, which protects life on Earth from harmful levels of ultraviolet rays. 

The report, titled Scientific Assessment of Ozone Depletion 2010, was written and reviewed by around 300 scientists and is the first comprehensive update in four years.

The Montreal Protocol, it says, is working. "It has protected the stratospheric ozone layer from much higher levels of depletion by phasing out production and consumption of ozone depleting substances," says the report. Almost 100 substances once used in refrigerators, aerosols and other products have been phased out.

"Without the Montreal Protocol and its associated Vienna Convention atmospheric levels of ozone-depleting substances could have increased tenfold by 2050," said Achim Steiner, UN under-secretary general and UNEP executive director. 

"This in turn could have led to up to 20 million more cases of skin cancer and 130 million more cases of eye cataracts, not to speak of damage to human immune systems, wildlife and agriculture." 

Given that many substances that deplete the ozone layer are also potent greenhouse gases, the report says that the Montreal Protocol has "provided substantial co-benefits by reducing climate change." In 2010, the Protocol led to a reduction of ozone-depleting substances that was five times larger than the 2008-2012 reduction resulting from the Kyoto Protocol, the greenhouse emissions reduction treaty.

The report says that an important challenge which still remains is to examine the complex linkages between ozone and climate change.Changes in climate are expected to have an increasing influence on stratospheric ozone in the coming decades, it says. The changes derive mainly from the emissions of long-lived greenhouse gases, mainly carbon dioxide, associated with human activities.

Back to Menu
_________________________________________________________________

The Express (UK): THE OZONE LAYER IS SAFE
21st September 2010

LEADING scientists say the ozone layer is starting to repair itself and will eventually give us much greater protection from skin cancer.
They say that phasing out almost 100 substances once used in such products as refrigerators and aerosols has stopped the layer from further depletion.

Ozone in the stratosphere is important because it absorbs most of the sun’s dangerous ultraviolet radiation, which can lead to skin cancer and eye damage.

Although it is not yet increasing again, the ozone layer outside the polar regions is, by the year 2048, expected to recover to the levels it was at 30 years ago.

The United Nations report, Scientific Assessment Of Ozone Depletion 2010, paints a much more optimistic picture than previous assessments and is the first comprehensive update in four years.

It argues that action taken through the Montreal Protocol, which began in 1987 and has introduced the reduction of harmful emissions, has helped to halt the damage.

Achim Steiner, UN under-secretary general and environmental programme executive director, said: “Without the Protocol, levels of ozone-depleting substances could have increased tenfold by 2050.

“This, in turn, could have led to up to 20 million more cases of skin cancer and 130 million more cases of eye cataracts, not to speak of the damage to human immune systems, wildlife and agriculture.”

News that the protective layer in the earth’s upper atmosphere has stopped thinning was widely welcomed last night.

Len Barrie, head of research at the World Meteorological Organisation, said: “The Montreal Protocol to control ozone depleting substances is working. It has protected us from further ozone depletion over the past decades.

“Global ozone, including ozone in the polar region is no longer decreasing but not yet increasing.”

Craig Bennett, campaigns director for pressure group Friends Of The Earth, said: “If we carry on doing the job that we are doing then we will restore the hole, but there is still along way to go. 

“It shows that we can deal with big problems but Governments have to stay firm to the Montreal Protocol.

“There has been a huge time delay from the action being taken and the ozone layer not getting any bigger. 

“It shows what is possible if Governments listen to scientists and look at scientific evidence.”

He added: “It’s a lot simpler issue than climate change but we can rise to challenges and should not despair.”

In 2010, reductions of ozone-depleting substances as a result of the Montreal Protocol, were five times larger than the targets of the Kyoto Protocol, the greenhouse emissions reduction treaty, adopted in 1997. 

However, despite the good news in yesterday’s report, there was a warning that much was still to be done and complacency had to be avoided.

The scientists who compiled the UN report said one important challenge that still remained was to examine the complex links between ozone and climate change.

Changes in climate are still expected to have an increasing influence on stratospheric ozone in the coming decades, the report said. These changes would come mainly from the emissions of long-lived greenhouse gases, predominantly carbon dioxide, which are caused by human activity. 

Ozone provides a natural protective filter against harmful ultra-violet rays from the sun, which can cause sunburn, cataracts and skin cancer as well as damaging vegetation.

First observations of a seasonal ozone hole appearing over the Antarctic occurred in the 1970s.

The alarm was raised in the 1980s after it was found to be worsening under the onslaught of CFC emissions – previously used in air conditioning and cooling units and in aerosol sprays – prompting 196 countries to join the Montreal Protocol.

Although CFCs have been phased out, they accumulated and persist in the atmosphere and the effect of the curbs will take years to filter through.

The ozone hole over the South Pole, which varies in size and is closely monitored when it appears in springtime each year, is likely to persist even longer and may even be aggravated by climate change, the report added.
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A to Z of cleantech: Malawi Promises Huge Potential for Geothermal Power

20th September 2010

An assessment conducted by Unep (United Nations Environmental Programme) as well as the Global Environment Facility has indicated that Malawi has a rich potential for electricity generation of approximately 4,000 MW of electrical energy ready for harnessing along the Rift Valley. Geothermal energy is the power that is extracted from the heat stored inside the earth. If only Malawi could go on to exploit this geothermal energy, the frequent blackouts could be avoided on account of failure by Escom (Electricity Supply Corporation of Malawi).

Currently, Escom is generating approximately 260 MW of power as against the suppressed demand running in excess of 300 MW. The report says that 21 key hot springs have been reported under the area of Chitipa-Karonga down to the country’s southern region but has not indicated as to how this energy could be generated. Unep says that almost all known forms of geothermal energy sources in Malawi belong to the convective type.
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Straight (Canada): Janos Maté: Reflections on winning 2010 U.S. EPA Montreal Protocol Award

20th September 2010

On September 23, I shall have the honour of receiving the 2010 U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Montreal Protocol Award for my work with Greenpeace to protect the ozone layer and the climate over the past 18 years. The award ceremony will take place at the Canadian Embassy in Washington, D.C. Here are some of my reflections upon the occasion. 

Before coming to work with Greenpeace, I worked in the field of psychotherapy for nearly 20 years. So when in 1989 I decided to take a job as a Greenpeace Canada anti-nuclear campaigner I often wondered about the collective psychosis that was driving humanity toward the wanton destruction of our home planet. How else can we explain what could compel humans to blow up over 2,000 nuclear bombs on the very planet upon which our own existence depends? 

In 1995, I sailed as the campaigner on board the Caramba, a Greenpeace-chartered sailboat, from Tahiti to Mururoa Atoll to protest French underground nuclear testing. Our arrival to the exclusion zone around the test site coincided with the 50th anniversary of the United Nations. When the bomb went off my incredulity turned to deep grief and I wept. Mother Earth had just been raped. I sent messages to the UN and the rest of world from this place which at that time was for me the epitome of evil that humans can perpetrate. 

But of course humans bring evil or great harm to the world in a myriad of ways that are not always so dramatic. Our day-to-day destruction of nature’s balance is generally much more routine, much more banal or innocent. 

One simple example is our use of fluorocarbon chemical refrigerants in our refrigerators and air-conditioners. These chemicals, like CFCs (commonly known as Freon) and HCFCs, are potent ozone-depleting and global-warming substances. They are the major cause of ozone-layer depletion. The ozone layer is the only protective shield life on Earth has against the deadly ultraviolet, or UV-B, radiation of the sun. Life on earth could not exist without this protective shield. 

Over the years, millions of tons of these chemicals were emitted into the atmosphere, and the multinational chemical companies continued to produce and vigorously market them even after they had credible scientific evidence (since the 1970s) that their products could destroy the ozone layer. Now is that not insane? 

And tragically, governments for the most part were complicit with industry. By the mid-1970s governments also knew that these substances could potentially undermine life on Earth, and for nearly 12 years they did little to curb their use. Public pressure and the appearance of a massive ozone hole over the Antarctic in 1986 finally compelled governments to create in 1987 the Montreal Protocol to control and phase out ozone-depleting substances. 

In 1992, Greenpeace invited me to be a campaigner with the ozone-layer-protection campaign, and I have been with the campaign ever since. 

The aim of the campaign was to put public pressure on the producers of CFCs and other ozone-depleting substances to stop producing these chemicals, and to demand that governments radically accelerate the phase-out schedule for these substances. 

Greenpeace also insisted that ozone-depleting substances (CFCs and HCFCs) must not be replaced by the chemical industry’s substitutes, that is HFCs, which are benign to the ozone layer but are very powerful greenhouse gases, and are therefore devastating for the climate. Instead Greenpeace promoted the use of natural refrigerants, such as hydrocarbons, carbon dioxide, water, and ammonia to meet our cooling needs. 

Over the 18 years that I have worked on this campaign, I have seen many positive developments in the world and I know that Greenpeace has made several significant contributions. 

For example, Greenpeace revolutionized the global domestic refrigeration sector by developing and commercializing in 1993 the ozone and climate friendly Greenfreeze hydrocarbon technology. Greenpeace was instrumental in the spread of this technology from Europe to most parts of the world, including China, Japan, and Latin America . The organization received the UNEP Ozone Award from the United Nations for developing and making this technology freely available. 

Today there are over 400 million Greenfreeze refrigerators in the world, and it is expected that by 2020, 75 percent of domestic refrigeration production in the world will be using the Greenpeace technology. 

Greenpeace was also instrumental in the development of SolarChill, which is a solar-powered and battery-free vaccine cooler and food refrigerator designed for parts of the world that have no reliable electricity. 

During those 18 years, I have also seen unprecedented international cooperation within the Montreal Protocol. While the Montreal Protocol could have achieved much more over the years, it is nevertheless the most successful global environmental treaty to date. One-hundred and ninety-six countries, all national governments on the planet, have ratified it. Between 1986 and 2010 the Montreal Protocol has facilitated nearly a 97 percent reduction in the consumption of ozone-depleting substances, which concurrently reduced the emissions of nearly 11 billion tons of carbon dioxide equivalent greenhouse gases a year, with a net reduction of 135 billion tonnes between 1990 and 2010. 

The Montreal Protocol, by establishing the Multilateral Fund, has also recognized that rich countries have a responsibility to financially assist developing countries to phase out their use of ozone-depleting substances. This responsibility arises from the fact that rich countries have historically emitted by far the lion’s share of ozone-depleting substances and have therefore caused the greatest damage to the ozone layer. Through the Multilateral Fund more than $2.5 billion have been disbursed to 147 developing countries to help them comply with the Montreal Protocol. 

But the fact is that $2.5 billion to save life on the planet is not a lot of money. Consider that the U.S. spends nearly $11 billion a month on the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

Furthermore, all the costs have until now been borne only by the taxpayers of donor countries. The chemical corporations have meanwhile steadily profited from the continued sale of their ozone-depleting or global-warming fluorocarbon products (CFCs, HCFCs, HFCs), and they have not been held accountable by governments to pay any reparations for the damage that their products have caused and continue to cause to the environment and human health. 

Despite the successes of the Montreal Protocol, scientists do not expect the ozone layer to sufficiently recover until around 2050. That means that it will have taken nearly 75 years for the recovery to happen from the time that the threat of ozone layer depletion caused by man made chemicals was first reported. 

I believe that Greenpeace, along with other NGOs, played a vital role within the framework of the Montreal Protocol by persistently challenging governments to do more, and to act with greater determination and effectiveness to protect the ozone layer and the climate. 

The Montreal Protocol is an example of how the whole world must and can come together to meet global environmental challenges. We desperately need such level of cooperation to tackle global warming. 

Much more could be said and much more needs to be done. But as I accept today the 2010 U.S. EPA Montreal Protocol Award, I shall have two thoughts. 

One, that I have been very fortunate to have had the opportunity to make a difference in the world through Greenpeace. And the other, that the most important lesson the ozone crisis teaches us is that it is easier to break it than to fix it. It is easier to tip than to restore nature’s balance. If we don’t learn that lesson, we are doomed.
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Other Environment News
AFP: World powers to tackle climate amid skepticism
20th September 2010

The 17 nations responsible for 80 percent of carbon emissions blamed for global warming have sought to unblock stalled climate negotiations but analysts expected little progress.

The two-day Major Economies Forum on Energy and Climate kicked off Monday with top government envoys, including US special envoy for climate change Todd Stern.

US President Barack Obama launched the meetings to facilitate climate talks in the wake of last year's disappointing UN conference in Copenhagen.

"There's ongoing efforts to make sure that countries are living up to the commitments made last year," State Department spokesman Philip Crowley said, referring to the meetings that began here Monday.

The successor conference to the Copenhagen meet is set for this November in Cancun, Mexico.

Michael Levi, an analyst with the Council on Foreign Relations, said "I don't think anyone is expecting any major announcement."

"This is a working meeting... a lot of important players are at the same place at the same time" during the United Nations General Assembly, he told AFP.

Levi said the envoys would not seek to resolve the fierce debate over climate change but rather find ways to better define the issues, acknowledging the Cancun meeting would likely be another stalemate.

"No one is going to crack a big deal at this," he added.

Environmentalist Bill McKibben, co-founder of the environmental group 350.org, said the US Congress's failure to pass a law to combat climate change made it "very difficult" to clinch a strong agreement in Cancun.

"I think that the next two years will be a disappointing time in terms of actions and that we will have to use that time to build a powerful movement to get real action the next time there will be a political window that opens up," he added.

Levi warned that a period of uncertainty could follow the November mid-term legislative elections in the United States in which Republicans are poised to retake control of the House of Representatives from Obama's fellow Democrats and to increase their numbers in the Senate.

Last June, the House approved a bill that would launch the country's first nationwide "cap-and-trade" system that restricts carbon emissions blamed for global warming and allows trading in credits.

The Senate has yet to offer companion legislation, amid opposition from Republicans and Democrats from states dependent on the coal and hydrocarbon industries.

"Real change contradicts the business model of the fossil fuel industry," McKibben said, saying the industry was too powerful for Congress to effectively tackle reductions in greenhouse gas emissions. He urged more global action to create a "mass movement" in support of cutting emissions.

In October 2009, his 350.org organized a major day of political action, with 5,245 protests and other events across 181 countries.

Environment ministers from 45 countries are also scheduled to meet in Geneva in September at the invitation of the Swiss and Mexican governments.

And negotiators from the 194 signatories to the United Nations Convention on Climate Change are to meet in Tianjin, China for a final preparatory round of talks in October. 

The New York talks include representatives from Australia, Brazil, Britain, Canada, China, the European Union, France, Germany, India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Mexico, Russia, South Africa, South Korea, and the United States. 

Crowley said Stern took part in talks in New York involving US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton and Mexican Foreign Minister Patricia Espinosa. Stern also joined Clinton's talks with Chinese Foreign Minister Yang Jiechi.
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Reuters: Wal-Mart to try thin-film solar technology
20th September 2010

Retail giant Wal-Mart Stores Inc plans to expand the use of renewable energy in its stores by installing thin-film solar panels in up to 30 of its locations.

This would be first time that Wal-Mart, which already has solar installations in 31 other sites in California and Hawaii, would use thin-film solar technology to generate power.

"Until now, all of our solar projects have been with traditional crystalline panels," a Wal-Mart spokeswoman said in an email statement.

The solar systems, which will be installed in up to 30 sites in California and Arizona, will supply up to 20 to 30 percent of the total energy needs for each location, the company said.

Wal-Mart has a broad goal to one day use only renewable energy and create zero waste.

The retail giant has embarked on a number of green initiatives in the past year, including increasing its use of solar power and announcing plans to roll out an index that will measure the environmental impact of the products it sells in its stores.

It also has a goal to cut greenhouse gas emissions from its global supply chain within five years -- an effort Wal-Mart has said was equivalent to taking more than 3.8 million cars off the road for a year.

Wal-Mart said the new solar systems will be designed, installed, owned and maintained by privately held California company SolarCity.

Thin-film panels absorb light more easily than crystalline silicon so require less semiconductor material and are cheaper. But they tend to be less efficient in energy conversion.

Wal-Mart also said it planned to use both the newer copper indium gallium selenide (CIGS) and the more-established cadmium telluride thin-film technologies.

First Solar, one of the world's largest solar module makers, is the leader in thin-film cadmium telluride panels while solar panels utilizing the CIGS technology are made by startups such as Silicon Valley-based MiaSole.

Currently, thin-film makers hold around 20 percent share of the solar market that is currently dominated by polysilicon-based panels, made by large competitors such as Suntech Power Holdings and SunPower Corp.
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New York Times (US): Extreme Heat Bleaches Coral, and Threat Is Seen
20th September 2010

This year’s extreme heat is putting the world’s coral reefs under such severe stress that scientists fear widespread die-offs, endangering not only the richest ecosystems in the ocean but also fisheries that feed millions of people.

From Thailand to Texas, corals are reacting to the heat stress by bleaching, or shedding their color and going into survival mode. Many have already died, and more are expected to do so in coming months. Computer forecasts of water temperature suggest that corals in the Caribbean may undergo drastic bleaching in the next few weeks. 

What is unfolding this year is only the second known global bleaching of coral reefs. Scientists are holding out hope that this year will not be as bad, over all, as 1998, the hottest year in the historical record, when an estimated 16 percent of the world’s shallow-water reefs died. But in some places, including Thailand, the situation is looking worse than in 1998. 

Scientists say the trouble with the reefs is linked to climate change. For years they have warned that corals, highly sensitive to excess heat, would serve as an early indicator of the ecological distress on the planet caused by the buildup of greenhouse gases. 

“I am significantly depressed by the whole situation,” said Clive Wilkinson, director of the Global Coral Reef Monitoring Network, an organization in Australia that is tracking this year’s disaster. 

According to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, the first eight months of 2010 matched 1998 as the hottest January to August period on record. High ocean temperatures are taxing the organisms most sensitive to them, the shallow-water corals that create some of the world’s most vibrant and colorful seascapes. 

Coral reefs occupy a tiny fraction of the ocean, but they harbor perhaps a quarter of all marine species, including a profusion of fish. Often called the rain forests of the sea, they are the foundation not only of important fishing industries but also of tourist economies worth billions. 

Drastic die-offs of coral were seen for the first time in 1983 in the eastern Pacific and the Caribbean, during a large-scale weather event known as El Niño. During an El Niño, warm waters normally confined to the western Pacific flow to the east; 2010 is also an El Niño year. 

Serious regional bleaching has occurred intermittently since the 1983 disaster. It is clear that natural weather variability plays a role in overheating the reefs, but scientists say it cannot, by itself, explain what has become a recurring phenomenon. 

“It is a lot easier for oceans to heat up above the corals’ thresholds for bleaching when climate change is warming the baseline temperatures,” said C. Mark Eakin, who runs a program called Coral Reef Watch for the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. “If you get an event like El Niño or you just get a hot summer, it’s going to be on top of the warmest temperatures we’ve ever seen.” 

Coral reefs are made up of millions of tiny animals, called polyps, that form symbiotic relationships with algae. The polyps essentially act as farmers, supplying the algae with nutrients and a place to live. The algae in turn capture sunlight and carbon dioxide to make sugars that feed the coral polyps. 

The captive algae give reefs their brilliant colors. Many reef fish sport fantastical colors and patterns themselves, as though dressing to match their surroundings. 

Coral bleaching occurs when high heat and bright sunshine cause the metabolism of the algae to speed out of control, and they start creating toxins. The polyps essentially recoil. “The algae are spat out,” Dr. Wilkinson said. 

The corals look white afterward, as though they have been bleached. If temperatures drop, the corals’ few remaining algae can reproduce and help the polyps recover. But corals are vulnerable to disease in their denuded condition, and if the heat stress continues, the corals starve to death. 

Even on dead reefs, new coral polyps will often take hold, though the overall ecology of the reef may be permanently altered. The worst case is that a reef dies and never recovers. 

In dozens of small island nations and on some coasts of Indonesia and the Philippines, people rely heavily on reef fish for food. When corals die, the fish are not immediately doomed, but if the coral polyps do not recover, the reef can eventually collapse, scientists say, leaving the fishery far less productive. 

Research shows that is already happening in parts of the Caribbean, though people there are not as dependent on fishing as those living on Pacific islands. 

It will be months before this year’s toll is known for sure. But scientists tracking the fate of corals say they have already seen widespread bleaching in Southeast Asia and the western Pacific, with corals in Thailand, parts of Indonesia and some smaller island nations being hit especially hard earlier this year. 

Temperatures have since cooled in the western Pacific, and the immediate crisis has passed there, even as it accelerates in places like the Caribbean, where the waters are still warming. Serious bleaching has been seen recently in the Flower Garden Banks, a marine sanctuary off the Texas-Louisiana border. 

In Thailand, “there some signs of recovery in places,” said James True, a biologist at Prince of Songkla University. But in other spots, he said, corals were hit so hard that it was not clear young polyps would be available from nearby areas to repopulate dead reefs. 

“The concern we have now is that the bleaching is so widespread that potential source reefs upstream have been affected,” Dr. True said. 

Even in a hot year, of course, climate varies considerably from place to place. The water temperatures in the Florida Keys are only slightly above normal this year, and the beloved reefs of that region have so far escaped serious harm. 

Parts of the northern Caribbean, including the United States Virgin Islands, saw incipient bleaching this summer, but the tropical storms and hurricanes moving through the Atlantic have cooled the water there and may have saved some corals. Farther south, though, temperatures are still remarkably high, putting many Caribbean reefs at risk. 

Summer is only just beginning in the Southern Hemisphere, but water temperatures off Australia are also above normal, and some scientists are worried about the single most impressive reef on earth. The best hope now, Dr. Wilkinson said, is for mild tropical storms that would help to cool Australian waters. 

“If we get a poor monsoon season,” he said, “I think we’re in for a serious bleaching on the Great Barrier Reef.”
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OneWorld: Arctic Ice in Death Spiral

20th September 2010

The carbon dioxide emissions from burning fossil fuels have melted the Arctic sea ice to its lowest volume since before the rise of human civilisation, dangerously upsetting the energy balance of the entire planet, climate scientists are reporting. 

"The Arctic sea ice has reached its four lowest summer extents (area covered) in the last four years," said Mark Serreze, director of the National Snow and Ice Data Center in the U.S. city of Boulder, Colorado. 

The volume - extent and thickness - of ice left in the Arctic likely reached the lowest ever level this month, Serreze told IPS. 

"I stand by my previous statements that the Arctic summer sea ice cover is in a death spiral. It's not going to recover," he said. 

There can be no recovery because tremendous amounts of extra heat are added every summer to the region as more than 2.5 million square kilometres of the Arctic Ocean have been opened up to the heat of the 24-hour summer sun. A warmer Arctic Ocean not only takes much longer to re-freeze, it emits huge volumes of additional heat energy into the atmosphere, disrupting the weather patterns of the northern hemisphere, scientists have now confirmed. 

"The exceptional cold and snowy winter of 2009-2010 in Europe, eastern Asia and eastern North America is connected to unique physical processes in the Arctic," James Overland of the NOAA Pacific Marine Environmental Laboratory in the United States told IPS in Oslo, Norway last June in an exclusive interview. Paradoxically, a warmer Arctic means "future cold and snowy winters will be the rule rather than the exception" in these regions, Overland told IPS. 

There is growing evidence of widespread impacts from a warmer Arctic, agreed Serreze. "Trapping all that additional heat has to have impacts and those will grow in the future," he said. 

One local impact underway is a rapid warming of the coastal regions of the Arctic, where average temperatures are now three to five degrees C warmer than they were 30 years ago. If the global average temperature increases from the present 0.8 C to two degrees C, as seems likely, the entire Arctic region will warm at least four to six degrees and possibly eight degrees due to a series of processes and feedbacks called Arctic amplification. 

A similar feverish rise in our body temperatures would put us in hospital if it didn't kill us outright. 

"I hate to say it but I think we are committed to a four- to six-degree warmer Arctic," Serreze said. 

If the Arctic becomes six degrees warmer, then half of the world's permafrost will likely thaw, probably to a depth of a few metres, releasing most of the carbon and methane accumulated there over thousands of years, said Vladimir Romanovsky of the University of Alaska in Fairbanks and a world expert on permafrost. 

Methane is a global warming gas approximately 25 times more potent than carbon dioxide (CO2). 

That would be catastrophic for human civilisation, experts agree. The permafrost region spans 13 million square kilometres of the land in Alaska, Canada, Siberia and parts of Europe and contains at least twice as much carbon as is currently present in the atmosphere – 1,672 gigatonnes of carbon, according a paper published in Nature in 2009. That's three times more carbon than all of the worlds' forests contain. 

"Permafrost thawing has been observed consistently across the entire region since the 1980s," Romanovsky said in an interview. 

A Canadian study in 2009 documented that the southernmost permafrost limit had retreated 130 kilometres over the past 50 years in Quebec’s James Bay region. At the northern edge, for the first time in a decade, the heat from the Arctic Ocean pushed far inland this summer, Romanovsky said. 

There are no good estimates of how much CO2 and methane is being released by the thawing permafrost or by the undersea permafrost that acts as a cap over unknown quantities of methane hydrates (a type of frozen methane) along the Arctic Ocean shelf, he said. 

"Methane is always there anywhere you drill through the permafrost," Romanovsky noted. 

Last spring, Romanovsky's colleagues reported that an estimated eight million tonnes of methane emissions are bubbling to the surface from the shallow East Siberian Arctic shelf every year in what were the first-ever measurements taken there. If just one percent of the Arctic undersea methane reaches the atmosphere, it could quadruple the amount of methane currently in the atmosphere. 

Abrupt releases of large amounts of CO2 and methane are certainly possible on a scale of decades, he said. The present relatively slow thaw of the permafrost could rapidly accelerate in a few decades, releasing huge amounts of global warming gases. 

Another permafrost expert, Ted Schuur of the University of Florida, has come to the same conclusion. "In a matter of decades we could lose much of the permafrost," Shuur told IPS. 

Those losses are more likely to come rapidly and upfront, he says. In other words, much of the permafrost thaw would happen at the beginning of a massive 50-year meltdown because of rapid feedbacks. 

Emissions of CO2 and methane from thawing permafrost are not yet factored into the global climate models and it will be several years before this can be done reasonably well, Shuur said. 

"Current mitigation targets are only based on anthropogenic (human) emissions," he explained. 

Present pledges by governments to reduce emissions will still result in a global average temperature increase of 3.5 to 3.9 C by 2100, according to the latest analysis. That would result in an Arctic that's 10 to 16 degrees C warmer, releasing most of the permafrost carbon and methane and unknown quantities of methane hydrates. 

This is why some climate scientists are calling for a rapid phaseout of fossil fuels, recommending that fossil fuel emissions peak by 2015 and then decline three per cent per year. But even then there's still a 50-percent probability of exceeding two degrees C current studies show. If the emissions peak is delayed until 2025, then global temperatures will rise three degrees C, the Arctic will be eight to 10 degrees warmer and the world will lose most its permafrost. 

Meanwhile, a new generation of low-cost, thin-film solar roof and outside wall coverings being made today has the potential to eliminate burning coal and oil to generate electricity, energy experts believe – if governments have the political will to fully embrace green technologies.
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AFP: Tigers found at record altitude in boost for survival hopes

20th September 2010

A television crew filmed a "lost" population of tigers living at a higher altitude than any others known, raising hopes of linking isolated groups of the big cats across Asia, the BBC said Monday.

The cats were spotted roaming in the hills in the remote Himalayan nation of Bhutan by a conservationist and a team from the BBC's Natural History Unit at a height of 4,100 metres (13,450 feet), said the broadcaster on its website.

"Tigers are thought of as jungle creatures and there is pressure on their habitats from all sides. Yet we now know they can live and breed at this altitude which is a safer habitat for them," said tiger expert and conservationist Alan Rabinowitz, who led the expedition.

The team set up hidden cameras wedged into gullies and trees for six weeks to capture the first hard proof that the animals could live at such high altitude, following earlier anecdotal evidence, the BBC said.

The footage shows a male tiger and a female tiger at 4,100 metres and other tigers living at 3,000 metres, it added. Colour footage shows one tiger sniffing the air, while a night shot shows one of the animals prowling.

The female is lactating, suggesting they are breeding, said BBC cameraman Gordon Buchanan, who set up the camera traps that automatically filmed any creature that moved in front of them.

He said he was "convinced that there must now be cubs somewhere on this mountain."

"This is such a significant discovery for tiger survival," he said. "The fact they can live here is just so important, for tigers in the wild, for their future."

Rabinowitz said the discovery would boost an ambitious plan for a "corridor" across Asia in which tiger populations are safe from humans.

"Bhutan was the missing link in this tiger corridor," he said.

Conservation group WWF says numbers of tigers have plunged to fewer than 3,200 from 100,000 over the past century.

Thirteen "tiger-range" countries are to meet in Saint Petersburg, Russia, in November to discuss plans to double the number of wild tigers by 2022.
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Independent (UK): Thirty years of migration – a million miles on the wing

21st September 2010

From now on it will be known as the million-mile bird: an Arctic tern which has been migrating between northern England and the Antarctic every year for the last three decades. 

Wardens on the Farne Islands off Northumberland have rediscovered the bird, which they first ringed as a chick in 1980, and which is still returning to the islands' tern colony to breed. 

As Arctic terns make an extraordinary and immense journey every year – the longest migration of any bird – travelling from breeding grounds as far north as the Arctic circle to over-winter in the Antarctic, the Farne Islands individual will have covered at least 600,000 miles in its 30 years of journeying, more than the distance to the Moon and back.

But it may well have covered far more, as Arctic terns can travel as much as 44,000 miles on their migration by flying in a huge "s" shape, following prevailing winds to conserve energy. 

"This bird will have flown close to one million miles, raised any number of chicks, survived predators and storms and still looks in brilliant shape," said John Walton, the National Trust property manager for the islands and the same man who ringed the bird in 1980. Mr Walton said the discovery of the tern, which is tagged with the code CE60645, was "remarkable", as only one in 50 birds which are ringed are subsequently caught again.

"Back in 1980, I was in my second year as a seasonal warden, and part of my job was ringing tern chicks," he said. "When I put ring number CE60645 on to the chick's leg and recorded it in the log, I thought no more of it. It was one of hundreds that would make the perilous journey down to the Antarctic that winter."

Around 2,200 pairs of Arctic terns spent the summer months on the Farne Islands this year, where they lay eggs on the ground and rear chicks on small fish such as sandeels. When the news broke that the 30-year-old bird had been discovered, caught and ringed on Inner Farne, Mr Walton said he was "out like a shot" to see how the tern had fared.

Ringed on 28 June 1980 when it was just a few days old, the bird is the UK's oldest known Arctic tern, outstripping the previous known record age for the species, a bird which was rediscovered after 29 years, 10 months and 11 days, also on the Farne Islands. The oldest recorded Arctic tern anywhere was a 34-year-old American bird. 

However, the tern is by no means the oldest seabird in Britain. A razorbill which hatched in 1967's summer of love was in 2008 still breeding on the cliff on Bardsey Island, North Wales, where it was born. 

The oldest-known bird in the world also comes from Bardsey, a Manx shearwater, which when recaptured in 2008 proved to be 54 or possibly 55 years old. It was first ringed in 1957 as an adult, and since Manx shearwaters do not return to their native island to breed until they are at least three years old, its age had to be 51 plus at least three years.

Lee Barber, recoveries officer at the British Trust for Ornithology, said ringing birds allowed experts to find out more about their lives and behaviour. "This highlights the importance of ringing as a tool for conservation which allows us to identify birds as individuals," he said.
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Telegraph (UK): Tanzania's Serengeti National Park facing 'collapse' due to highway plans
21st September 2010

The proposed 31-mile two-lane commercial highway would lead to the “collapse” of the largest remaining mass-migration system on Earth, biologists say. 

A group of 27 biodiversity experts say the road, which slashes right across the annual migratory route taken by 1.3 million wildebeest as part of the last great mass movements of animals, would also cause "environmental disaster”.

Scientists say the wildebeest play a vital role in a fragile ecosystem, maintaining the vitality of Serengeti's grasslands and sustaining threatened predators such as lions, cheetahs and wild dogs. 

Tanzania’s government earlier this year approved the new road linking two key towns in the country’s northwest – Arusha, near Mount Kilimanjaro, and Musoma on Lake Victoria. 

The proposed road would cut a broad swathe 31 miles long through the northern part of the 5,698-square-mile National Park, close to the border with Kenya. 

The alternative route invoked by the experts would be around 155 miles farther south, below the Ngorongoro Conservation Area. Tanzania's authorities are finalising design options, and it is expected that construction could start within 12 months. 

But the experts, writing in a commentary published by the science journal Nature, urged the Tanzanian government halt the work and seek an alternative route that runs further south from the UN-listed haven. 

In other parks, such as Canada's Banff National Park, Etosha National Park in Namibia and the Kgalagadi Transfrontier Park in Botswana, fences and roads on migratory routes have triggered a collapse in the ecosystem. 

"The road will cause an environmental disaster,” the experts wrote. 

"Simulations suggest that if wildebeest access to the Mara river in Kenya is blocked, the population will fall to less than 300,000. 

"This would lead to more grass fires, which would further diminish the quality of grazing by volatising minerals, and the ecosystem could flip into being a source of atmospheric CO2." 

They added: "The proposed road could lead to the collapse of the largest remaining migratory system on Earth – a system that drives Tanzania's tourism trade and supports thousands of people," conclude the authors. 

"Such a collapse would be exceedingly regrettable for a country that has consistently been a world leader in conservation." 

The idea linking Tanzania's coast to Lake Victoria and Uganda, Rwanda, Burundi and the Democratic Republic of Congo has been around for two decades. 

But with Tanzania due to stage elections next month, the scheme has gained in priority because of increasing foreign interest in exploiting the mineral wealth of central Africa. 

The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (Unesco) has already expressed its "utmost concern" about the proposal. 

The RSPB in the UK, the US-based Wildlife Conservation Society, and the Zoological Society of London are also all against the plans. 

A spokesman for the Tanzanian government was unavailable for comment.
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Guardian (UK): Serengeti wildebeest spectacle under threat from development
20th September 2010

The world's greatest migration spectacle – the annual charge of nearly 2 million wildebeest, zebra and other mammals across the Serengeti national park in east Africa – is under threat from plans to build a road across their route.

Twenty-seven conservation experts from around the world have signed an article in the journal Nature condemning the plan, adding to growing international concern that includes thousands of signatures on petitions opposing the Tanzanian government project.

Stopping the herds from reaching their traditional dry-season feeding grounds to the north would, the scientists argue, lead to population crashes in the prey species and the predators that depend on them.

The road scheme could also lead to the "collapse" of the entire Serengeti ecosystem, from the vegetation that acts as a massive store of carbon dioxide to the sight of wild dogs, rhinoceros, lions and cheetah, they say.

"The proposed road could lead to the collapse of the largest remaining migratory system on Earth – a system that drives Tanzania's tourism trade and supports thousands of people," conclude the authors. "Such a collapse would be exceedingly regrettable for a country that has consistently been a world leader in conservation."

The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (Unesco) has also issued a statement saying it has "utmost concern" about the proposed road. It has warned that it "could result in irreversible damage to the property's outstanding universal value". In a move that has prompted speculation that Unesco could strip the Serengeti of its status as a world heritage site if the road is built, the body has also asked for a report on "the state of conservation" for its 2011 annual meeting.

About 1.5m hectares (3.7m acres) of savannah grasslands and plains, riverine forest and woodlands make up the Serengeti national park, stretching across northern Tanzania from Lake Victoria halfway to the east coast of Africa, and from the Ngorongoro game park to Kenya's Masai Mara safari region in the north.

Each year more than 1.5 million wildebeest and zebra, accompanied by gazelle and packs of predators, flee north at the end of the wet season, between April and June, to the only permanent river in the region, the Mara, and wetter feeding grounds. Across this vast area they drive a rare ecosystem by eating huge quantities of plant life, recycling nutrients through massive amounts of dung and urine, and trampling seeds across the landscape.

The planned 33-mile road linking Lake Victoria to the east coast ports and Tanzania's largest city, Dar es Salaam, was announced during the 2005 national election won by President Jakaya Kikwete, and is due to begin construction in 2012.

The Nature article was prompted by growing concern that political pressure for the project is mounting in the runup to next month's national elections, said lead author Prof Andrew Dobson, of Princeton University in the US.

The authors argue that once built, the gravel road will attract faster and heavier lorry traffic, including at night, leading to more collisions with wild animals; this in turn will lead to pressure for a tarmac road and a fence along the route, physically barring the migration route.

Similar experiences in other national parks, including Banff in Canada, Mikumi in Tanzania, and the great Kgalagadi Transfrontier national park in southern Africa, along with similar destruction of six of the world's last 24 terrestrial migratory species, including caribou in northern Canada and pronghorns in the western US, make this a real threat, said Dobson. In addition, control over the road and 50 metres either side would be switched from the national park to the roads department, he said.

Instead, opponents – including conservationists working in Tanzania and the tourist industry in Kenya, which fears it will also suffer a great loss of wild animals – want the government to consider an alternative route to the south of the park. Although the lorries would have to travel further, there would be a similar length of road to construct to link existing highways; the income from 90,000 annual tourists to these and other connected game parks would be protected; and five to eight times as many people would benefit from links to trade in a more populated region of the country, they say.

"We're not against road being built, but there's a much better alternative that serves more people, that has a win-win-win of maintaining one of the biggest wildlife sights in the world and one of the biggest carbon sinks," added Dobson.

Other conservation groups that oppose the plan include the RSPB in the UK, the US-based Wildlife Conservation Society, and the Zoological Society of London.
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BBC: Global plant inventory cuts 600,000 species records

20th September 2010

The inventory of plants known to science worldwide has been cut by more than 600,000 species.

Many plants have been named more than once, so for the past two years, scientists have been developing an accurate record of the world's plants.

The ongoing study involves UK and US researchers, who expect the final number of recorded species appearing on the Plant List to be closer to 400,000.

The list, to help plant conservation, will be published later this year.

"Without accurate names - authoritatively determined - understanding and communication about global plant life would descend into inefficient chaos," said Stephen Hooper, director of the Royal Botanical Gardens, Kew - one of the organisations involved in the project.

In partnership with the Missouri Botanical Gardens, Kew Gardens have been working on the project, which aims to provide a working list of all plants species in an effort to support plant conservation around the world.

It involves taking records from existing plant databases and producing a single, global inventory that removes duplications and errors - something that is not available at the moment.

The latest developments were outlined during the fourth Global Botanic Gardens Congress, which was held in Dublin in June.

The researchers involved in the Plant List are aware that is not without its own problems.

"It's been a rollercoaster of a project, and the results will be far from perfect but it will be the most comprehensive list to date," said Kew's head of science policy and co-ordination, Eimear Nic Lughadha.

"It will include almost all scientific names at species level that have been published for plants."

However, when the list is published, there will be no coverage of ferns, nor algae, which account for about 10,000 and 30,000 species respectively.

It is hoped that the working list will be accessible via the web in the coming months.
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ROA MEDIA UPDATE

THE ENVIRONMENT IN THE NEWS

Tuesday, 21 September, 2010
UNEP or UN in the News


Africa: UN chief urges donors not to divert aid from poor

Reuters (Washington) - U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon has appealed to world leaders on not to divert aid from the poor to shore up their own economies in the wake of a sputtering global economic recovery. "We should not balance budgets on the backs of the poor," Ban told 140 leaders at the opening of a three-day summit to review the U.N.-agreed Millennium Development Goals by 2015.

With rich nations already behind on their aid pledges, donors are keen to see new strategies that ensure aid does not go to wasteful programs that have little impact on the poor. British International Development Secretary Andrew Mitchell called for a plan that will track progress in meeting the poverty goals over the remaining five years of the Millennium Development Goals initiative, which started 10 years ago. http://af.reuters.com/article/topNews/idAFJOE68J00J20100920?sp=true
 General Environment News

Uganda: Industrialists Need to Protect Environment

New Vision (Kampala) - The latest report of the National Environment Management Authority (NEMA) indicates that a number of prominent business companies are involved in polluting the environment in Kampala. The report says that the agro-based factories discharge dangerous waste into Murchison Bay in Lake Victoria, the main supplier of water to Kampala's two million people, Many investors have illegally and forcefully encroached on wetlands, due to the misconception that the wetlands constitute idle land, which serve no economic purpose.

This report, among other things, highlights the fact that a big number of Uganda's industrialists do not give serious attention to the issues of environmental protection... Studies have revealed that environmental degradation is contributing to rising poverty in some of Uganda's communities. Obviously rising poverty also directly hurts the industrialists. The Government is being called upon to make deliberate efforts to reward the companies that observe good environmental practices. This stick and carrot approach will help ensure companies adhere to good environmental practices. http://allafrica.com/stories/201009200145.html
Eritrea: Community-Based Reforestation Activities Being Enhanced in Adi-Begi'o

Shabait.com (Senafe) - The inhabitants of Adi-Begi'o administrative area, Senafe sub-zone, are carrying out enhanced community-based reforestation programs and various development activities in newly set up reserve sites. Reports indicated that a campaign has been undertaken towards promoting the participation of the public in the program and that groups for carrying out community-based reforestation activities have been formed that are playing a major role in protecting vegetations.

The local inhabitants explained that previously a number of long-standing big trees were recklessly cut down by irresponsible individuals, and the present program is aimed at preserving such trees and promoting sound ecology. http://allafrica.com/stories/201009201379.html
Uganda: Jinja Town Drowning in Stench

The Monitor (Jinja) - Jinja Town residents near the Leather Industries of Uganda (LIU) will have to endure more stench after the National Water and Sewerage Corporation closed all sewage lines from the facility. Last week, citing pollution in the area. Similarly, Jinja Municipal Council implemented NEMA's order and closed the operations of the industry. 

The management at the industry claim they have been victimized and insist a proper investigation in the cause of the stench be done. Mr. Deogratius Majwega, LIU's effluent and environmental officer, says reports leading to the closure of the industry were unfair. He says after closure of LIU and the stench continuing, more industries like will also be closed in order to find out the actual industry polluting the town. The industries dispose hydrogen sulphide and chrome which is dangerous to human health, the environment and smells badly. An environment officer in Jinja, Ms Vicky Kakaire, says a more comprehensive approach should be used to attain a long-lasting solution. "We have been in this blame game for so long. All concerned offices must be engaged to investigate the cause of the stench," she said. http://allafrica.com/stories/201009200814.html
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UN DAILY NEWS
20th September 2010
Intensifying investments in clean energy can accelerate the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), the eight globally-agreed targets to slash poverty by 2015, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) says in a new publication.

A “green economy” is one that “not only improves human well-being and lessens inequality but also reduces environmental risks and ecological scarcities,” the brief says, underscoring its importance in realizing the MDGs.

In 2008 amidst the global financial crisis, UNEP launched its Green Economy Initiative, which seeks to demonstrate how to revive economies and create lasting jobs while simultaneously addressing environmental challenges.

The new publication, entitled Brief for Policymakers on the Green Economy and the Millennium Development Goals, also emphasizes the interconnected nature of the eight MDGs. For example, it says, sustainable agriculture and the provision of safe water are targets of the seventh MDG, but meeting that objective would also help to curb poverty, lower infant mortality rates and enhance maternal – each of which are separate Goals. “There is rapidly-growing evidence that accelerating a transition to a low-carbon, resource-efficient, employment generating

Green Economy may not only be the key to meeting sustainability challenges of the 21st century, but also provide a considerable contribution to meeting the other MDGs,” said UNEP Executive Director Achim Steiner. The publication was launched on the same day as the start of a three-day gathering at the UN, drawing scores of world leaders, seeking to assess progress made so far in achieving the MDGs.

Mr. Steiner said that on current trends, it is likely that not all of the Goals will be achieved by 2015. This is “in part because the responses so far have been embedded in a 20th-century approach to a new century’s challenges,” he said, underlining the benefits derived from investing in modern clean-technology energy systems.
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UNEP and the Executive Director in the News 
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