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Other Environment News
· Reuters (USA): Coalition growing for new deal on greenhouse gas cuts
· Jakarta Post (Indonesia): Climate funding held hostage by advanced states
· Taiwan News (Taiwan): UN Climate talks to end without a new binding treaty
· Economic Times (India): Durban Climate Summit: United States denies delaying new global agreement till 2020
· USA Today (USA): Climate caucus winds down without new treaty
· UK Press (UK): EU seeking climate deal 'road map'
· Irish Times (Ireland): Protecting forests: Stronger safeguards sought
· Hindustan Times (India): Tuvalu block proposal to protect rights of tribals
· Environment News Service: Deforestation Is Undercutting Africa's Climate Resilience
· Spec.com (Ontario): Canada should lead on climate financing
· UN News Centre: Climate funding for poor countries should not add to their debt burden – UN expert
Environmental News from the UNEP Regions
· RONA 

Other UN News
· Environment News from the UN Daily News of 9 December 2011
· Environment News from the S.G.’s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of 8 December (None)
UNEP and the Executive Director in the News
Bloomberg (USA): European Banks Fail to Back Enough Green Projects, UNEP FI Says
7 December 2011

European banks must do more to support renewable energy projects if a target set by the European Union is to be met, said Richard Burrett, co-chairman of the United Nations Environment Programme Finance Initiative.

“Banks are very much on the back foot,” Burrett said yesterday in an interview in London at an Ethical Corporation summit on sustainable finance. “If we’re going to meet the EU’s targets for 2020 we need to be putting billions of euros of capital into the clean energy space and green technologies.”

The European Union aims to get 20 percent of its energy requirement from renewable sources by 2020, a goal that member states must each contribute to. The U.K. proposed a cut of as much as 55 percent in the price for solar power in October, while both France and Italy have scaled back their so-called feed-in tariffs for solar energy producers this year.

Triodos Bank NV, a Dutch ethical lender, and the Co- Operative Group Ltd., the U.K.’s largest mutual lender, “are great examples of what can be done but they’re relatively small examples,” said Burrett.

UNEP FI, the UN’s Environment Programme Finance Initiative, is a partnership between UNEP and about 200 financial institutions.
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Gulf Daily News (Bahrain): Pilot project to protect fisheries on way
9 December 2011

A PILOT project to protect fisheries and coastal areas will be launched in Tubli in February.

It aims to bring together all stakeholders in the management of ecosystems and their protection.

It is being rolled out by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) in co-ordination with the Public Commission for the Protection of Marine Resources, Environment and Wildlife and the Municipalities and Urban Planning Affairs Ministry.

"We are developing a project to apply a new management system for fisheries," UNEP Regional Office for West Asia ecosystem management co-ordinator Dr Fouad Abousamra told the GDN.

"It is a more integrated approach.

"The problem is there is no integration with different sectors in addressing marine resources and fisheries, but through an ecosystem-based approach they work together to reach common objectives."

Dr Abousamra said UNEP and local environment experts were just beginning to develop the project and were planning to launch it at a workshop in February, which would discuss ecosystem-based management.

He said the objective was to protect the ecosystem - not just the marine environment.

"We will develop a working plan for ecosystem-based management to implement over the next two years," said Dr Abousamra.

"Each ecosystem provides services such as fisheries.

"When we protect the ecosystem we are protecting the services.

"At the end of the project all stakeholders will make use of the ecosystem services which we will work on together.

"The pilot project will be implemented in the Tubli area and if it works it will be replicated at the national or even the regional level."

Dr Abousamra was speaking on the sidelines of an environmental forum, which was organised by the MENA Centre for Investment and Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) in co-operation with the Public Commission for the Protection of Marine Resources, Environment and Wildlife.

OECD trade and agriculture directorate senior fisheries policy analyst Roger Martini said the forum looked at how countries around the world had helped to rebuild the fisheries sector.

He said $50 billion (BD18.9bn) was lost globally because fisheries were not managed properly.

"There is so much to be saved if fisheries are managed at their optimum level," said Mr Martini.

"It requires effective stock management, setting good control rules to get stock up to produce the most profit for the sector and having a good investment environment.

"For us a key element is ensuring stakeholders have an incentive to protect fisheries."

Mr Martini said it was in the interest of the fisheries sector to protect fish stocks to ensure sustainability of the trade.

He said around the world the fisheries sector was moving towards becoming more sustainable and was seeking certification stating that it met certain standards.

"Suppliers often have Corporate Social Responsibility policies and so they look to source products from those companies that are certified as meeting sustainability standards," said Mr Martini.

"If they are not certified as sustainable they will not be as attractive."
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Afrique en Ligne: Women most at risk from climate disasters
7 December 2011

Women, particularly those living in mountain regions in developing countries, are facing disproportionately high risks to their livelihoods and health from climate change, as well as associated risks like human trafficking, a new report by the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) has said. According to the report, released at the UN Climate Change Conference taking place in Durban, South Africa, women in communities vulnerable to climate change are often more likely than men to lose their lives during natural disasters, due to poor access to coping strategies such as basic lifesaving skills or cultural factors that restrict the mobility of women.

The report “Women at the Frontline of Climate Change: Gender Risks and Hopes”, said impacts of climate change, such as droughts, floods and mud slides, are affecting a growing number of people worldwide.

From 1999 to 2008, floods affected almost one billion people in Asia, 28 million in the Americas, 22 million in Africa and four million in Europe.

In parts of Asia and Africa, where the majority of the agricultural workforce are female, the report said impacts of such disasters have a major impact on women’s income, food security and health. Women are responsible for about 6 percent of household food production in Asia and 75 percent in Africa, according to the report.

“Women often play a stronger role than men in the management of ecosystem services and food security. Hence, sustainable adaptation must focus on gender and the role of women if it is to become successful,” said UN Under-Secretary General and UNEP Executive Director Achim Steiner.

“Women’s voices, responsibilities and knowledge on the environment and the challenges they face will need to be made a central part of Governments’ adaptive responses to a rapidly changing climate.” he added.

Investing in low carbon, resource efficient green technologies, water harvesting and fuel wood alternatives can strengthen climate change adaptation and improve women’s livelihoods, the report said.

It also also highlights how organised human trafficking, especially that of women, is emerging as a potentially serious risk associated with climate-related disasters; as floods or landslides disrupt social safety nets, leaving more women isolated and vulnerable.

The data suggests that human trafficking increases by around 20 to30 percent during disasters. The International Criminal Police Organisation (INTERPOL) has also warned that climate disasters may increase the exposure of women to trafficking, as families are disrupted and livelihoods are lost.

Due to the key roles women play in agriculture, forest economies, biodiversity and other sectors, particularly in developing countries, designing adaptation programmes with a strong focus on gender equity is vital for successful climate change mitigation, the report recommended

It also recommended greater investments in green, labour-saving technologies such as irrigation systems or water harvesting, which can improve the quality of life and increase the productivity of female farm workers, while also benefiting the environment, through replacing fuel wood often collected by women with cleaner fuel alternatives, for example.
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MSN (India): Women at higher risk from climate disasters: UN Report
7 December 2011

Women, particularly those living in mountain regions in developing countries, are facing disproportionately high risks to their livelihoods and health from global warming, says a UN report on Climate Change.

Women are facing disproportionately high risks to their livelihoods and health from climate change, as well as associated risks such as human trafficking, states a new report from the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP).

Investing in low carbon, efficient green technologies, water harvesting and fuel wood alternatives can strengthen climate change adaptation and improve women''s livelihoods, says the report titled ''Women at the Frontline of Climate Change: Gender Risks and Hopes''.

The report was released at the UN Climate Change Conference (COP17) in Durban, South Africa, according to a press release issued by ICIMOD (International Centre for Integrated Mountain Development) headquartered in Kathmandu.

Impacts of climate change, such as droughts, floods and mud slides are affecting a growing number of people worldwide, according to the report.

"From 1999-2008, floods affected almost one billion people in Asia, 28 million in the Americas, 22 million in Africa and four million in Europe." 

In parts of Asia and Africa, where the majority of the agricultural workforce are women, the impacts of such disasters have a major impact on their income, food security and health, according to the report.

"Women often play a stronger role than men in the management of ecosystem services and food security. Hence, sustainable adaptation must focus on gender and the role of women if it is to become successful," said UN Under-Secretary General and UNEP Executive Director Achim Steiner.

"Women''s voices, responsibilities and knowledge on the environment and the challenges they face will need to be made a central part of Governments'' adaptive responses to a rapidly changing climate," he stressed.

The reports also highlights how organised human trafficking, especially that of women, is emerging as a potentially serious risk associated with climate-related disasters; as floods or landslides disrupt social safety nets, leaving more women isolated and vulnerable.

In Nepal, which is witnessing peace process after the end of a decade long conflict, figures, based on data from anti- trafficking organisations, suggest that trafficking may have increased from an estimated 3,000-5,000 people (mostly women, as well as children and youth of both sexes between the ages of 7 and 21) in the 1990s to current levels of 12,000-20,000 per year.

Around 30 per cent of these end up in forced labour and 70 per cent are exploited in the sex industry, the report suggests.

Human trafficking increases by around 20 to 30 per cent during disasters, because exposure of women to trafficking increases as families are disrupted and livelihoods are lost in such period.
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AllAfrica.com: Uganda: Mountain Women Livelihoods At Risk As COP17 Lacks Urgency
8 December 2011

Women, especially those living in mountainous areas in developing countries like Uganda, are facing disproportionately high risks to their livelihoods and health from climate change, a new report released by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) alongside the UN climate talks (COP17) in Durban says . Titled Women at the Frontline of Climate Change: Gender Risks and Hopes, the report says women in communities vulnerable to climate change are often more likely than men to lose their lives during natural disasters, due to poor access to coping strategies such as basic lifesaving skills or cultural factors that restrict the mobility of women.

In March 2010 massive landslides in Uganda's Bududa district on Mountain Elgon left over 200 people dead majority of whom women and children as the soils buried them live. The effects of climate change, such as prolonged severe droughts, floods and mud slides are affecting a growing number of people worldwide. According to the UNEP report between 1999 and 2008, floods affected almost one billion people in Asia, 28 million in the Americas, 22 million in Africa and four million in Europe. There have been devastating floods in Teso region and landslides on Mt Elgon leaving majority of women employed in agriculture suffering.

According to the report in parts of Asia and Africa, where the majority of the agricultural workforce are female, the impacts of such disasters have a major impact on women's income, food security and health. Women are responsible for about 6 per cent of household food production in Asia and 75 per cent in Africa.

"Women often play a stronger role than men in the management of ecosystem services and food security. Hence, sustainable adaptation must focus on gender and the role of women if it is to become successful", said UN Under-Secretary General and UNEP Executive Director, Achim Steiner.

"Women's voices, responsibilities and knowledge on the environment and the challenges they face will need to be made a central part of Governments' adaptive responses to a rapidly changing climate." he added.

The report says investing in low carbon, resource efficient green technologies, and water harvesting and fuel wood alternatives can strengthen climate change adaptation and improve women's livelihoods. But even in view of such stark reports about the impact of climate change on human life, the negotiators at the UN climate conference COP17 are still divided on reaching a plausible agreement on the future of the world as interests of the rich corporate companies, who are big time carbon emitters, are coming in the way of negotiations.

With less than 48 hours left for the COP17 negotiations to end no signaficant deal has been secured yet. Although a deal that salvages Kyoto could be shaping up with leadership from the EU, China, India, the U.S and Japan, the four countries that emit more than half of the world greenhouse gases, are still dragging their feet to commit to a legally binding instrument that would strengthen the Kyoto Protocol and establish the Green Climate fund. The African Group of negotiators, who originally had five goals to achieve from Durban COP17, has revised them downwards to 2.

"At this stage, things do not look like they will come to a positive conclusion," Matthew McKinnon, head of the Climate Vulnerability Initiative at the humanitarian group, said. "I would not be surprised if we come out of Durban without any real clarity."

Analysts who have closely followed the COP17 negotiations like Oxfam's Nthateng Mhlambiso believe the major gaping-hole remains in the way "countries revise their emissions reduction pledges before 2020 to get us under the 2 degree target. Leaving aside the punishing human impacts a ten-year timeout would have on the poorest people in the world, locking this fate in place could undermine whatever deal comes out of the future pathway discussions."

Last night, following overnight negotiations, a watered down outcome could emerge as a result.
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Bua News (South Africa): Women face greater threat from climate change
8 December 2011

Women face disproportionately high risks to their livelihoods and health from climate change, according to a new report released by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP).

The women particularly affected are those living in mountain regions in developing countries and also face associated risks such as human trafficking.

According to the report, women in communities vulnerable to climate change are often more likely than men to lose their lives during natural disasters, due to poor access to coping strategies such as basic lifesaving skills or cultural factors that restrict the mobility of women.

The report, entitled 'Women at the Frontline of Climate Change: Gender Risks and Hopes', was released at COP17, where debates around women and climate change have been taking place.

From 1999 - 2008, floods affected almost one billion people in Asia, 28 million in the Americas, 22 million in Africa and four million in Europe.

UNEP said in parts of Asia and Africa, where the majority of the agricultural workforce is female, the impacts of such disasters has had a major impact on women's income, food security and health.

Women are responsible for about six percent of household food production in Asia and 75 percent in Africa.

"Women often play a stronger role than men in the management of ecosystem services and food security. Hence, sustainable adaptation must focus on gender and the role of women if it is to become successful," said UN Under-Secretary General and UNEP Executive Director, Achim Steiner.

"Women's voices, responsibilities and knowledge on the environment and the challenges they face will need to be made a central part of governments' adaptive responses to a rapidly changing climate," he added.

Research by the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) shows that by providing women with the same access as men to productive resources and technologies could increase yields on farms managed by women by between 20 and 30 percent.

The report suggested investing in low carbon, resource efficient green technologies, water harvesting and fuel wood alternatives can strengthen climate change adaptation and improve women's livelihoods.

This could substantially improve food security by raising agricultural output in developing countries by up to four percent.

But some women struggle with adaptation measures due to a lack of access to formal education, poverty, discrimination in food distribution, food insecurity, exclusion from policy and decision making institutions and processes, and other forms of social marginalisation.

Meanwhile, Peter Mbelengwa, spokesperson for the Deputy Minister of Water and Environmental Affairs Rejoice Mabudafhasi, said African ministers during COP17 have called for women to speak out with a single voice.

There have been a number of events during COP17 around gender and climate and many South African ministers have used these occasions to raise awareness on the impact of climate change on women in developing countries.

Mbelengwa said government felt strongly that women must be involved in the decision and policy making processes around the environment because they were the custodians of it.
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Prevention Web: UNEP: Women most at risk from climate disasters, says UN report
6 December 2011

Women, particularly those living in mountain regions in developing countries, are facing disproportionately high risks to their livelihoods and health from climate change, as well as associated risks such as human trafficking, according to a new report from the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP).

Investing in low carbon, resource efficient green technologies, water harvesting and fuel wood alternatives can strengthen climate change adaptation and improve women's livelihoods, says the report, Women at the Frontline of Climate Change: Gender Risks and Hopes, released at the UN Climate Change Conference (COP17) in Durban, South Africa.

Impacts of climate change, such as droughts, floods and mud slides are affecting a growing number of people worldwide. From 1999-2008, floods affected almost one billion people in Asia, 28 million in the Americas, 22 million in Africa and four million in Europe.

In parts of Asia and Africa, where the majority of the agricultural workforce are female, the impacts of such disasters have a major impact on women's income, food security and health. Women are responsible for about 6 per cent of household food production in Asia and 75 per cent in Africa.

"Women often play a stronger role than men in the management of ecosystem services and food security. Hence, sustainable adaptation must focus on gender and the role of women if it is to become successful", said UN Under-Secretary General and UNEP Executive Director, Achim Steiner.

"Women's voices, responsibilities and knowledge on the environment and the challenges they face will need to be made a central part of Governments' adaptive responses to a rapidly changing climate." he added.

According to the report, women in communities vulnerable to climate change are often more likely than men to lose their lives during natural disasters, due to poor access to coping strategies such as basic lifesaving skills or cultural factors that restrict the mobility of women.

Human Trafficking & Climate Disasters

The reports also highlights how organized human trafficking, especially that of women, is emerging as a potentially serious risk associated with climate-related disasters; as floods or landslides disrupt social safety nets, leaving more women isolated and vulnerable.

In Nepal, estimates based on emerging data from anti- trafficking organizations, such as Maiti Nepal, suggest that trafficking may have increased from an estimated 3,000-5,000 people (mostly women, as well as children and youth of both sexes between the ages of 7 and 21) in the 1990s to current levels of 12,000?20,000 per year. Approximately 30 percent of these end up in forced labour and 70 per cent are exploited in the sex industry.

The data suggests that human trafficking increases by around 20 to30 per cent during disasters. The International Criminal Police Organization (INTERPOL) has also warned that climate disasters may increase the exposure of women to trafficking as families are disrupted and livelihoods are lost.

Role of Women in Boosting Food Security and Strengthening Adaptation

Research by the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) shows that providing women, who make up around 40 to 50 per cent of the work force in agriculture, with the same access as men to productive resources and technologies could increase yields on farms managed by women by between 20 and 30 per cent.

This could substantially improve food security by raising agricultural output in developing countries by up to 4 per cent.

However, several dynamics make adaptation more difficult for some women due to a lack of access to formal education, poverty, discrimination in food distribution, food insecurity, limited access to resources, exclusion from policy-and decision-making institutions and processes and other forms of social marginalization.

The UNEP report focuses in particular on women in Asia's mountain regions. With more than half of South Asia's cereal production taking place downstream from the Hindu Kush Himalaya, the impacts of climate change, such as droughts or flooding, on food security and livelihoods are keenly felt ? especially by women ? in this region and beyond.

Women on the Frontline of Climate Change

Due to the key roles women play in agriculture, forest economies, biodiversity and other sectors, particularly in developing countries, designing adaptation programmes with a strong focus on gender equity is vital for successful climate change mitigation.

This is among several recommendations put forward in the UNEP report, including greater investments in green, labour-saving technologies such as irrigation systems or water harvesting, which can improve the quality of life and increase the productivity of female farm workers, while also benefiting the environment, through replacing fuel wood often collected by women with cleaner fuel alternatives, for example.
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Jakarta Post (Indonesia): In Durban, RI task force weighs plan to use idle forests
9 December 2011

After agreeing to a forest-clearing moratorium to secure a US$1 billion grant from Norway, the Indonesian government is currently considering revising a ministerial decree barring the reforestation of primary forests.

Indonesia’s REDD+ (Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Degradation) task force chief Kuntoro Mangkusubroto said that the revision would revive approximately 32 million hectares of bare land in primary forests that were left idle after illegal forest cutting.

“We are reviewing the decree. It is a waste to have idle land with nothing on it,” he said on Thursday on the sidelines of the 17th United Nations Climate Conference (COP17) in Durban, South Africa.

The government has agreed to freeze forest cutting in primary forests and peatland areas for two years in return for the Norwegian funds, which would be disbursed for REDD+ projects.

A Forestry Ministry decree stipulates that forest areas cannot be cut down and be replanted. Poor legal enforcement, however, has allowed sections of primary forests remain bare and idle for years.

The government is currently preparing a framework and financing body to oversee implementation of the moratorium.

There is a chance that Indonesia will not get the money if Norway determines that Indonesia has allowed authorized areas to be encroached or if an independent assessment team fails to see emissions drop starting 2014.

A pilot project has been set up in Kalimantan and the task force is finalizing a national strategy to serve as a legal framework to implement the deal.

“We are putting the last touches on the final draft. We will release it soon,” Kuntoro said.

He said the government had created a plan to ensure that projects in Central Kalimantan would benefit and be supported by the local government.

“There is no need for a transparency guarantee since the task force is doing things directly with the local governments,” Kuntoro said.

The United Nations Environment Program’s (UNEP) executive secretary, Achim Steiner, said he supported the reforestation of bare lands.

“There has been a study in Malaysia that shows that the benefit of planting palm oil plantations in [bare] tropical forests will be superior in 25 years,” he said.

The government is currently also negotiating terms on REDD+ in the Durban conference. Indonesian negotiator Nur Masripatin said that the talks had progressed toward a decision that would contribute to establishing reference levels for forests and forest emissions.
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AllAfrica.com: Africa: Durban's Dirty Number – 2020
7 December 2011

Monday was an interesting day for climate discussions, however much of it was happening behind closed doors out of the reach of the negotiator tracker team, NGO's and media. Nonetheless, news of China's potential willingness to take on legally binding agreements, and its possibility to be a game changer within climate change negotiations set the corridors of the ICC abuzz. Furthermore, amidst discussion in the long-term cooperation action plenary about the inadequacies of financial mechanisms, the implementation of elements of the Bali Action Plan, and a proposal to include the rights of nature by Ecuador, much discussion was had about the review of the 2 degree emissions reduction target currently agreed upon. The discussions around the review, which is set to take place in 2015, involved numerous constituencies calling for a shifting of climate change targets to 1.5 degrees as opposed to 2, in order to better ensure a safe climate future. However, even though AOSIS has made it explicit that this review is a matter of survival for them, such a call may increasingly be wishful thinking in the face of one worrying and politically significant number, 2020.

In my previous article, I described how the African group was making a noble push to save the Kyoto Protocol, but it is important to keep things in perspective, the 2nd commitment period of the Kyoto Protocol (KP2C) is supposed to be only a bridging step towards a broader more ambitious agreement. What is needed afterwards is a more ambitious, hopefully legally binding global treaty that will help to close the gigatonne gap. The African Group, among other political blocs, is asking for this new treaty to come into effect by 2015, some parties, however, including the US, are calling for the agreement to be pushed back to 2020. This push if successful could have disastrous effects and make the review for a 1.5 degree target seem like a game of fantasy policy making completely detached from the realities of climate change.

Until the new post-Kyoto agreement comes into play the parties would be locked into the agreed emission reduction targets from the Cancun Agreements (if they sign onto the Kyoto Protocol). These targets, if maintained until 2020, while certainly better than nothing, would lock us onto a path towards 3.5 degrees Celsius, according to a recent analysis by Climate Action Tracker. In order to deviate from that pathway towards a 2 degree (never mind 1.5 degree) target, the effort that would have to be taken from 2020, as opposed to if we implemented the new treaty on 2015, would be monumental, and, quite frankly, politically impossible. That is because the longer the delay the faster we need to reduce emissions and the harder it becomes. According to the Climate Action Tracker report if we take on an ambitious new treaty at 2015 to take us 2 degrees, we will need to reduce our emissions by 2.1% per year. If we wait until 2020, however, the rate of reduction in order to arrive at the same target, if we only move at 2020 will be 4% per annum. Given that the highest predicted reduction rates at 3.5% per annum, according to the UNEP Emissions Gap report, that would put us in the realm of the extremely difficult to impossible and the costs of doing so would be immense.

It's blindingly clear then that we cannot afford to push a new agreement to 2020, however, countries like the US continue to push for that date. If there push is successful, perhaps it is time we start asking ourselves how meaningful a review which asks for revision of targets from 2 degrees to 1.5 degrees really is. The emissions reduction curve will be far too steep to allow us to get to 2 degrees, so why even begin to discuss 1.5, unless simply to show how far off the mark we really are? Delaying until 2020 will condemn people to worldwide suffering for generations to come; can we really allow Durban to be remembered for setting the wheels in motion that allow that to happen?
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China Daily (China): Govt urged to commit to binding treaty
9 December 2011

After nearly two weeks of stalled progress at the United Nations climate change conference in South Africa, a young American attracted high attention by calling for "a real, science-based climate treaty" on Thursday.

Abigail Borah, a New Jersey resident, delivered a speech calling for an urgent path towards a fair and binding climate treaty and admonishing members of Congress for impeding global climate progress to international ministers and high-level negotiators at the closing plenary of the Durban climate change negotiations.

Borah was expelled from the talks shortly following her entreaty.

According a statement issued by Borah, "the obstructionist congress has shackled a just and delayed ambition for far too long. " Her delivery was followed by applause from the entire plenary.

Since before the climate talks, the United States has held the position of holding off on the necessary emissions reductions targets until the year 2020.

Studies from the International Energy Agency, the UNEP, and countless other peer-reviewed scientific papers show that waiting until 2020 to begin aggressive emissions reduction would cause irreversible climate change, including heightened tropical storms, worsening droughts, and devastation affecting communities and businesses from Africa to America.

Nevertheless, the United States has held strong to its woefully inadequate and voluntary commitments made in the Copenhagen Accord and Cancun Agreement.

"2020 is too late to wait," Borah said. "We need an urgent path towards a fair, ambitious, and legally binding treaty," she added.

The Washington continues to negotiate on time borrowed from future generations and with every step of inaction, forcing young people to solve the quickly exacerbating climate challenges that previous generations have been unable and unwilling to address.
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Daily News (South Africa): New SA lighting policy launched
8 December 2011

Four-million homes in SA could be supplied with electricity by 2016 as a result of a new policy launched at COP17.

The government, on Wednesday, announced a national phase-out policy for inefficient lighting, making the country the first in Africa to make such a commitment.

The en.lighten policy was launched by the UN Environment Programme (Unep) and the Global Environment Facility to tackle climate change through the transition to energy-efficient lighting.

According to the International Energy Agency, electricity for lighting accounts for about 20 percent of total global electricity, and 6 percent of worldwide greenhouse gas emissions.

The en.lighten policy was presented as the quickest, easiest and most effective way to save energy and combat climate change. The phase-out will start next year and is expected to be complete by 2016.

New energy-efficient lighting will be based on compact fluorescent lamp technology, which, unlike older light bulbs which produce 95 percent heat and just 5 percent light, produces an equivalent amount of light using 75 percent less energy.

The new light bulbs also last up to 10 times longer.

“If a global temperature rise is to be kept under 2°C, we need to act on multiple fronts,” said Unep’s executive director, Achim Steiner.

“Fast-tracking more energy-efficient lighting is without a doubt the low-hanging fruit, offering not only emissions reductions but also saving costs to companies’ and households’ budgets.”

According to Energy Minister Dipuo Peters, SA will be able to electrify 4 million homes with the electricity saved from phasing out old light bulbs.

“South Africa will share these ideas with other African countries and teach them about the benefits that this transition will bring,” she said.
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Daily Monitor (Uganda): We need a legally binding deal from Durban climate conference
8 December 2011

Climate change is the definitive challenge of the 21st century. Changes in the climate destroy the basis on which human life subsists; drought, for instance, leads to shortages in food and water. Rising sea levels are already threatening the territories of small island states and vast stretches of coastland.

However, the international community has to admit that it has not, as things stand, lived up to the challenge posed by climate change. Global CO2 emissions went up again in 2010, global temperatures are already 0.8°C higher than before industrialization, and sea levels rose twice as fast between 1993 and 2003 as they did in the preceding decade; icebergs and glaciers are melting at record speeds. We all need the climate change negotiations underway in Durban to come up with tangible results.

At the highest level internationally, we want to create awareness that we have to act now to tackle climate change. It was under Germany’s presidency that the United Nations Security Council, on July 20, unanimously acknowledged for the first time ever that climate change poses a threat to international security.

Germany is working both globally and domestically to combat climate change because we take the problem seriously and are aware of our responsibility. At the same time, in-depth analysis shows that the structural transformation we have set in motion is one which will in future also serve us well economically. By switching to a low-carbon economy, we want to prove that tackling climate change is compatible with economic development. We want to support others as they pursue this path to success; going green can be an opportunity for everyone!

Germany supports Uganda – in the areas of both climate change mitigation and adaptation. To mitigate climate change, since 2007 the German Government has committed more than 64 million Euro (more than Shs200 billion) for the promotion of renewable energies and energy efficiency in Uganda. Our cooperation activities range from investments in hydropower plants such as Bujagali and Nyagak to community-based initiatives such as the dissemination of energy-saving stoves.

To improve adaptation to climate change, Germany actively supports the Ugandan Ministry for Water and Environment in enhancing its monitoring and planning capacities and cooperates with UNEP and UNDP in introducing ecosystem-based adaptation systems in the Mount Elgon area. In addition, we are about to start a 4 million Euro (more than Shs15 billion) project to improve resilience to climate change in Karamoja.

Parallel to these specific measures, we also need to reach a comprehensive agreement in the international climate change negotiations which encompasses all the big emitters – including those which were classed as developing countries for the 1992 Framework Convention but have since become major economies. Only when we finally stop pointing the finger, and create the legal certainty that no country will be at a disadvantage or be able to opt out, can we combat climate change effectively.

This is an extremely ambitious enterprise, which requires us to take concrete steps urgently and to demonstrate stamina. Copenhagen saw the failure of the first attempt to establish such a comprehensive agreement and simultaneously resolve the details of everything from funding to legal status to rules for including forests in calculations.

That is why we are playing it safe this time by addressing the various issues step by step. The countries have been negotiating the details since Cancún – where they made great progress – and will embed them in the necessary new framework once it is established.

We know that time is short; all the decisions reached need to take effect quickly, so that we don’t lose any more time. We are holding this stance in Durban too. As part of the EU, and shoulder to shoulder with many developing countries, small island states and LDCs, we are working for a robust, legally binding climate change agreement. That is the only way for us to achieve our common goal of capping global warming at 2ºC and fulfill our obligation to future generations. I am convinced that we cannot afford, economically or otherwise, to hold off on combating climate change until its effects become even more drastic.
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Star (Canada): Tar sands are top priority
7 December 2011

Whether one believes that man-made carbon emissions is a major contributor to global warming or not, Canada clearly does not. Or is there a contradiction?

Environment Minister’s Peter Kent has announced that Canada will not sign the second part of the Kyoto agreement expiring in 2012, which sets limits on carbon emissions. The reasoning given is that they will not sign any agreement that the world’s major polluters — China, India and Brazil — are not a part of. 

Maude Barlow of the Council for Canadians stated that it’s kind of like refusing to drive safely until your neighbours do so. 

In what smacks of hypocrisy, Kent announced he would, instead, increase funding to poor countries to help them deal with the effects of global warming. To the tune of $600 million this year as opposed to the $400 million pledged last year.

Kind of like saying we are not sure how much, if any, we are contributing to global warming with our own carbon emissions. But even if we are, we are willing to pay for it to countries that might be affected by it.

The real crux of the matter is that Canada wants to be free to develop their oil sands resource without being tied to some “pie in the sky” agreement that might put some kind of limitations on it.

Obviously, the party line of this day is the wealth and well being of the Canadian economy is what is the most important. Trying to address the growing problem of global contamination is not nearly as important as the wealth and full-scale development of the tar sands.

That’s right Canada’s government. Market our tar sands oil as ethical oil. Far better than the unethical oil from Saudi Arabia and Nigeria. I wonder if our grandchildren will thank us for taking care of the planet they will be inheriting from us.

Wayne Lewis, Kingston

Countries such as Germany have shown that they can successfully lower emissions by putting a price on carbon while stimulating the economy through renewable energy development. Providing aid to countries that are struggling with the current effects of climate change is important. However the need for this aid will grow to unsustainable levels if nations fail to collectively reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

Lyn Adamson, Toronto

Like the majority of Canadians, I agree that Canada must take decisive measures to reduce its greenhouse gas emissions. 

Doing so will not damage our economy. How much is Canada’s high petro-dollar helping us anyway? Our manufacturing sector is taking a hit because of it. 

By putting a price on carbon that increases annually, and giving 100 per cent of the proceeds back to Canadians, the government can send a clear market signal to industry and citizens to invest in conservation and clean energy. 

This will stimulate jobs, clean our air, improve our health and, most importantly, reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 

Patricia Warwick, Toronto

Human overpopulation has arguably become the dominant predicament facing the world today. 

The influential journal Science devoted a special edition to the question of population on July 29. The lead editorial written by Babatunde Ostimehin, Executive Director of the United Nations Population Fund and Under-Secretary-General of the United Nations, states “As the World’s Population reaches 7 billion this year, we should reflect on the many ways in which population dynamics matter to the planet’s future. Population growth patterns are linked to nearly every challenge confronting humanity, including poverty reduction, urban pollution, energy production, food and water scarcity and health”.

As the main problem threatening mankind’s earthly sustainability, world population expansion at unsustainable rates continues unabated, those dealing in the subsets of this issue are constantly forced to play catch up with the variety of resultant predicaments. The most pressing of these include those mentioned by Ostimehin together with climate change, resource depletion economic inequities and recycling and waste Disposal.

David Pimentel, Professor Emeritus of Ecology and Agriculture at Cornell University, has stated that “With the imbalance growing between population numbers and vital life sustaining resources, humans must actively conserve cropland, freshwater, energy, and biological resources”. Further a United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) entitled ‘Global Environment Outlook’ involving 1,400 scientists over a five year period found that “human consumption had far outstripped available resources. Each person on Earth now requires a third more land to supply his or her needs than the planet can supply”. “It faults a failure to respond to or recognise the magnitude of the challenges facing the people and the environment of the planet”. “The systematic destruction of the Earth’s natural and nature-based resources has reached a point where the viability of economies is being challenged - and where the bill we hand to our children may prove impossible to pay”. 

Using the World Population clock provided by Princeton University on their website http/opr.princton.edu/popclock/popupclock.html the world population at the time of this writing was 6 billion, 994 million and increasing by an astounding 2.4 persons a second. Relating births to deaths the figures for 2010, according to the UN Population Reference Bureau show there are 19 births and only 8 deaths per 1000 people. The world population was estimated to have reached the 1 billion mark in 1805 and has increased almost 700% in the last 200 years. With a world already poised on the brink of overpopulation, a 30% increase from 7 billion in 2011 to an estimated over 9 billion in 2050 is truly frightening. The pre-eminence of the problem of overpopulation prompted Nobel Laureate Dr. Henry W. Kendall to state, “If we don’t halt population growth with justice and compassion, it will be done for us by nature, brutally and without pity - and will leave a ravaged world”.

It is difficult for most to conceive that North America, a relatively large area with a population of less than 370 million, could suffer from overpopulation when compared with our usual benchmarks for this problem of India and China with a combined population in the billions. However when considered in the light of interrelationships related to disproportionate consumption of resources, consumer demand for goods and services and the wastes generated there-by, a relatively small highly developed population can indeed exhibit the properties consistent with a population surplus. US National Research Institute on Food and Nature (INRAN), estimate the maximum U.S. population for a sustainable economy at 200 million. According to this theory, in order to achieve a sustainable economy and avert disaster, the United States would have to reduce its population by at least one-third, and the world population would have to be reduced by two-thirds.

An appreciable portion of the population in Canada was born here and has had little need to consider the world in its most urgent contexts, with the probable exception of climate change. Yet consider the large numbers of citizens migrating to Canada in search of an improved future. What better indication of the the good fortune that most Canadians enjoy in this world simply because of their birthright. Thus it becomes clear that Canadians must broaden and amplify their global concerns and send strong directives to the government to thusly broaden their priorities to emphasize actions that will help to guarantee human sustainability worldwide.
Back to Menu
_________________________________________________________________

IPS: Failure to Bridge the "Emissions Gap" Brings Economic Crisis
8 December 2011

To bridge their shortfall, delegates at the 17th Conference of Parties (COP 17) climate talks proposed on Wednesday to address this so-called "emissions gap" at COP 18 in Qatar next year.

Documents under negotiation in Durban, South Africa acknowledge the science-based emissions reduction target of 25 to 40 percent by 2020. Those reductions and that timeline are what is needed to stay below two degrees Celsius. The draft text says this would be the target to be agreed on at COP 18.

"We need agreement on that science-based target next year at the latest," said Karl Hood, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Caribbean island of Grenada and representing the Alliance of Small Island States.

"And we want those targets to legally come into force before 2017."

Hood told IPS waiting to close the gap until after 2020 is "unacceptable" and a "disaster for small island states" who are already suffering the impacts of climate change.

The world has months to curb emissions from burning fossil fuels before two degrees Celsius of warming will be impossible to stay below. Delay a few years and the extraordinary emission cuts needed could bankrupt the world's economy and reverse development gains in most countries, climate experts warned at the largely deadlocked United Nations climate change conference here.

"We're here to warn policy makers that we are dangerously close to not being able to meet the less than two degrees Celsius target," said Bill Hare, Director of Climate Analytics, a non-profit climate science advisory group based in Germany.

The current pledges made by countries to cut emissions after the Copenhagen climate talks in 2009 will result in global warming of 3.5 degrees Celsius, said Hare a climate scientist. Two years later, those pledges remain essentially unchanged and that means the world's options to stay below two degrees Celsius are narrowing Hare said in press conference during the COP 17 negotiations that conclude Friday.

"To put it bluntly, the longer we wait, the less options we will have, the more it will cost ...and the bigger threat to the world’s most vulnerable," he said.

Global emissions of fossil fuels have increased 49 percent since 1990 and reached a record of about 48 gigatonnes (billion tonnes) of CO2 in 2010 and likely 50 gigatonnes (Gt) of CO2 this year, he said. Thanks to the moderating affect of the oceans, the world has warmed only 0.8 degrees Celsius on average, however, many parts of the world are much warmer than that.

The science shows that global emissions need to fall to 44 Gt by 2020 and continue to decline by two percent per year, a rate that our fossil fuel-dependent world will find "extremely challenging" but still doable, he said.

If countries live up to their pledges made in Copenhagen global emissions are likely to rise nine to 11 Gt above the 44 Gt target creating an "emissions gap" that is quite considerable, said Niklas Höhne, Director Energy and Climate Policy of Ecofys, an energy consulting organisation.

"Our results are in agreement with the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) Bridging the Emissions Gap Report released at the opening of the Durban climate talks," he told IPS.

The new UNEP report calculates a similar emission gap and outlines the way reductions can be made between now and 2020 to bridge that gap. Shockingly many of the items under intense debate at here at the COP 17 - biofuels, agriculture, carbon credits for forest protection, carbon capture and storage - are not considered important pathways to reduce emissions by scientists.

"With biofuels you have to be very sure they won't result in a net increase in emissions," said Höhne.

A number of new studies of palm oil biodiesel and maize ethanol show their net emissions are higher than fossil fuels when their entire lifecycle is calculated.

Biofuels are unlikely to be a significant method for reducing emissions, agreed Höhne. Agriculture is in the same category. Farming practices could be altered to reduce emissions but based on analysis using various reduction scenarios they would only be a small part of the "bridge".

The emissions gap can only be bridged with a combination of improving energy efficiency in all sectors, significant increase in renewable energy including biomass power and shifting from coal to natural gas. The cost of making this shift is relatively low at 38 dollars a ton of CO2 avoided.

Wait until after 2020 and costs skyrocket. Every every dollar not invested today to reduce emissions from the power sector will require an additional investment of 4.3 dollars after 2020 to compensate for all the additional emissions between now and then said the International Energy Agency in its "World Energy Outlook 2011" report.

Waiting till 2020 is "a risk we don't want to take," said Höhne. Delegates here do understand all this, he believes. "They don't act as if they understand," he said referring to the lack of progress on a deal to substantially reduce emissions despite 17 years of negotiations.

These scenarios do not include potential emissions from natural sources -- feedbacks -- like thawing permafrost as the Arctic region rapidly warms. Permafrost hold huge volumes of carbon and methane accumulated over the past 750,000 years.

The first estimate of the near-term volume of global warming gases from permafrost thaw may be 170 Gt of CO2 over the next three decades a team of 40 scientists reported last week. That means global warming could be "20 to 30 percent faster than from fossil fuel emissions alone," said Edward Schuur of the University of Florida in a release.

"At the moment climate change is not high on the agenda of all heads of states," said Höhne.
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Mmegi Online (Botswana): The future of the planet is at stake, warns UN chief
8 December 2011

"Without exaggeration, we can say: the future of our planet is at stake - people's lives, the health of the global economy, the very survival of some nations," Ban told environment ministers at the start of a four-day meeting.

The conference under UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) has until Friday to determine the fate of the Kyoto Protocol, the only legally binding treaty for curbing dangerous greenhouse gases, but the negotiations have been characterised by pessimism over prospects that the world's biggest carbon emitters will extend emission limits set by Kyoto in 1998. Climate scientists at the negotiations called on delegates to heed scientific evidence and speed up their discussions.

"Climate change is defined by science and scientific realities, not by politics, political expediency and political impacts," said Achim Steiner, executive secretary of the United Nations Environment Programme.

Steiner warned that in the last year, the gap between what the world needs to achieve in terms of reducing carbon emissions and what it is likely to achieve has grown. He symbolically handed over a copy of Unep's Emissions Gap Report to International Relations Deputy Minister Ebrahim Ebrahim, a member of the South African delegation at COP17.

Using the pledges agreed to in the Copenhagen Accord of 2009, the report, which is based on data from 25 of the world's leading climate research centres, details how far the global response to climate change has progressed over the past 12 months, and assesses whether countries are on track to limit global warming to 2¡C rise.

Steiner pointed out that a recent analysis by the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development showed that dealing with climate change would slow the annual growth of the global GDP by just 0.2%. The organisation said that the cost of tackling climate change "pales alongside the potential cost of inaction".

He said that while "the science tells us that it's essential and imperative and the economy tells us it is doable", politicians were not moving fast enough.

The International Energy Agency (IEA) - an independent organisation that conducts research and provides policy advice on energy issues - echoed this call and also warned that that the window of opportunity for preventing runaway climate change is quickly closing and called on parties to act quickly. On Tuesday IEA called on countries to take voluntary action to restrict carbon emissions or risk locking themselves into a path to dangerous climate change.

According to the IEA, the planet would be setting itself up for a 6¡C rise in temperature by 2035 if it continues on its current carbon-intensive development path. Anything above a 2¡C would bring on runaway climate change.

Many small island states and poor countries, which will be severely affected by even a 2¡C rise in temperature, are calling for temperature rise to be capped at 1.5¡C.

Maria van der Hoeven, executive director of the IEA, said that although no significant progress is expected at this COP and politicians should not to wait for a global deal, they should "act now. "You can and should implement robust policies that will give your citizens access to reliable energy in a sustainable way," she said.
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Citizen (Tanzania): Africa forces ahead with curbs on climate change
8 December 2011

By BusinessWeek Correspondent and Agencies

Dar es Salaam.  Africa is experiencing “exponential growth” in clean development mechanism (CDM) projects, Africa Carbon Asset Development (ACAD) manager Glenn Hodes saidon, as the future of the UN-backed carbon market remained uncertain.

The first commitment period of the Kyoto Protocol, the agreement on which the current carbon market is based, will come to an end in December 2012.

Mr Hodes said in Durban, where global climate negotiations were under way, that half of the total CDM-related project investments in Africa had occurred in the past 18 months.

The UN Environmental Programme, or UNEP, launched a public-private partnership to catalyse a robust carbon market in Africa, through the ACAD facility.

Africa was forging ahead with a programmatic CDM, he said, citing as examples cogeneration and tri-generation projects in South Africa, as well as the country’s solar water heater programme. Efficient light bulb distribution in Senegal, energy efficient stove dissemination in Zambia and Nigeria and solar lamp distribution in Tanzania were also mentioned.

Further, about four out of 11 registered programme of activities (PoAs) are located in Africa, and eight out of ten “regional” PoAs are in Africa, Hodes revealed.

The ACAD is a catalytic platform to help green entrepreneurs generate carbon credits and leverage project financial closure. It is already facilitating the realisation of 15 replicable low-carbon investment projects across Africa.

Mr Hodes explained that so far 14 projects in nine countries have been awarded ACAD funds.

Examples included Africa’s largest wind power project in Lake Turkana, Kenya, a light-emitting diode lighting dissemination programme by local company NURU Lights, in Rwanda, and a CDM programme on energy efficient clay brick production in South Africa.

Mr Hodes also said that increasing fragmentation of the carbon market has the advantage of better tailoring regional solutions and that a programmatic and sectoral CDM would be a game-changer for Africa.

But, as the CDM was currently designed, it was not a suitable mechanism for promoting energy policy, particularly in advanced developing countries, resources group Sindicatum Sustainable chief climate change officer for resources Gareth Phillips said.

Brice Quesnel, of the World Bank’s carbon finance unit, believed that carbon finance has the potential to play a large role in financing energy access, but said CDM so far had contributed in a limited way to energy access, with CDM procedures and methodologies only recently improved to facilitate uptake of project types supporting the energy access agenda.

“The project level assessment of ‘additionality’ fails to address broader sectoral trends, the crediting periods have no relevance to anything and the lack of certainty about price makes it hard to convincingly argue that carbon revenues play a role in large capital investment decisions,” Phillips believed.

Ingo Puhl, from South Pole Carbon Asset Management, an international emission reduction project developer, said when thinking about scaled-up mechanisms it was key to build on existing mechanisms as a way to create bridges from the current carbon market into future carbon markets.

“No new mechanism will be ready in time to not create a trading gap or market interruption. We must align carbon credit programmes with existing domestic policies and incentive programmes, which drive investments in the targeted sectors, to make sure they are mutually reinforcing,” Puhl added.

He advocated placing stronger focus on scaling up existing mechanisms to facilitate wide-spread mitigation actions, and that in the non-agricultural market access, or NAMA, design, existing capacities for determination of eligibility, such as monitoring, reporting and verification and baseline assessment, which were developed over the past ten years at great expense in many countries around the world, be built on.
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Malaya Business Insight (Philippines): Children’s painting competition now open
9 December 2011

CHILDREN all over the world between the age of 6 and 14 years may now submit entries to the International Children’s Painting Competition on the Environment until February 15, 2012.

The competition is organized every year by the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP), the Japan-based Foundation for Global Peace and Environment, Bayer and Nikon Corporation.

It has been held since 1991 and has received more than 3 million entries from children in over 190 countries.

The theme of the 21st painting competition will be "Green Communities".

The sub-themes are: How would you like to see our environment – our communities, cities, forests, oceans and atmosphere?

What don’t you like about our environment – our communities, cities, forests, oceans and atmosphere?

The style of painting is free: crayons, colored pencils, watercolors and so on. Only hard copies of paintings will be accepted.

More than one entry may be submitted.

Paintings must be done on A4 OR A3 papers. Full name, age (day, month, and year), gender and full address including phone and e-mail (in English) must be on the back of the painting.

Paintings that have been shown or accepted elsewhere will not be accepted in this competition.

Paintings that show a particular person, an organization or a brand name will not be accepted.

Do not include any words or descriptions in the paintings.

The 1st Prize for one entrant is $2,000; the 2nd Prize for one entrant is $1,000.

Both winners are entitled to a fully paid trip for the winner and a chaperone to the Tunza International Children’s Conference (date and venue to be confirmed later).

The winners will also receive a plaque and supplementary prizes.

The 3rd Prize will be given to three entrants with a diploma for each winner (no cash); the 4th Prize for 10 entrants will be a diploma for each winner (no cash).

A diploma for each winner (no cash) will be given for 35 5th Prizes.

There will be one winner only from each region: Africa; Asia and the Pacific; West Asia; Europe; Latin America and the Caribbean; and North America.

By entering the competition, the painter assigns copyright of the painting(s) to the organizers.

The painting(s) will not be returned and will be used to raise environmental awareness through exhibition, websites, posters, publications, etc. and to raise funds to further promote environmental activities by children.

Winners will be selected through a fair and impartial selection by the organizers.

Regional winners will be announced on April 22, 2012.

Global winners will be announced on June 5, 2012 which is also World Environment Day.
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Climate Spectator (Australia): Rolling the dice at Durban
9 December 2011

In the final week in Durban a sense of frustration is permeating the COP, where aspirations for a global deal remain high, but expectations swing between mildly hopeful and almost absent.

The tone of the Australian delegation is one of determined but checked progress, maintaining there will be positive outcomes on some issues while keeping expectations low.

Australia continues its dream run in terms of public sentiment here, where many international delegates are under the impression that Australia's carbon price legislation has real significance in terms of emissions reductions, seemingly unaware of the tiny step it actually represents. Still, the misconception is creating goodwill and perhaps even pressure on other countries to commit to binding targets at the international level, so what is lacking in policy efficacy is being made up in PR kudos, at least for now.

In terms of progress in the discussions, China is signalling a openness to legally binding obligations but stonewalling by New Zealand, Canada, Russia, the US and Japan means there is little hope of any final decisions on legal form. Many negotiating efforts by the big polluting nations appear to be about delaying decisions for as long as possible, with the staggeringly irresponsible date of 2020 for mandatory emissions cuts being advocated by the US.

The options currently being pursued range from: retaining some aspects of the Kyoto Protocol, but with limits to offsets, greatly enhanced measurement, verification and reporting, and the development of a new legally binding instrument to be agreed at COP18; to securing some agreement on mitigation measures but with the decision on legal form delayed until 2020. A review of global targets is being proposed to raise the level of commitments, but India, the US and China all want that delayed until after a scientific review slated for 2015.  

Filling the coffers of the Green Climate Fund, for adaptation and mitigation in developing nations agreed to at Cancun, is also proving difficult; promised funds are failing to materialise and many nations are reluctant to name the figure they will commit in order to realise the agreed goal of $US100 billion per year by 2020.

Hopes of a fast start, that would see substantial funds committed between 2010 and 2012, are now looking a bit shaky. Ensuring these funds are a) delivered and b) new and additional (i.e. not rebadged aid funding) is the main game. Too little discussion has been had about additional ways of raising funds, however redirecting fossil fuel subsidies is an obvious choice, with the Robin Hood tax (a minuscule tax on financial transactions that could potentially raise US$400 billion a year) another obvious contender.

Bad behaviour by countries here at the COP is rewarded with the title of "fossil of the day". Winners to date include: Turkey (for its 98 per cent growth in emissions post 1990 plus seeking Kyoto $ to spend on coal and roads); the US (for turning up but only wanting to discuss climate action in nine years time); Canada (for refusing to cooperate with just about everything); and New Zealand and Russia (joint first place for wanting to benefit from Kyoto but not be bound by it).

In the meantime, global emissions increased 6 per cent last year and millions of hectares of forests disappeared. The rate of global deforestation is 14.5 million hectares each year, as forests are converted to agricultural land to feed the inexorably rising global human population.

The gap between reality and commitment makes these a rather surreal set of discussions, the nature of which is well captured in this quote from Climate Action Network Australia Director Georgina Woods:

"We are all struggling to find a way to describe the kind of banal failure that is at risk of emerging here. I arrived steeled for major drama, hysterics and intensity; what’s happening instead is potentially worse – a slide into oblivion masked by the veneer of progress. Because there certainly is progress. The LCA text [long term cooperative action] represents a huge amount of work by negotiators in the last 12 months, and encompasses many things that the people of the world need and want to deal with climate change... and yet... putting off the major decisions... leaves open the possibility that they will find the important decisions all too hard, and find shelter together in their cowardice, and guiltily cobble together agreements that have the semblance of cooperation, but do not change the trajectory we are already on: towards a four degrees warmer world."

Current existing pledges fall well short of what the science indicates is needed to give us only a modest chance (66 per cent) of limiting warming to 2°C (itself a target that is not considered desirable or safe), so it's no wonder a lot of talk here is focusing on the 'gigatonne’ gap, or emissions gap, that exists between pledges and the actual emissions cuts needed. Global emissions leapt in 2010, but a recent UNEP report says this puts us on track to be 12 gigatonnes (Gt) of CO2e over what we can afford to emit if the world is to have any hope of staying below 2ºC, a goal described by NASA climate scientist Jim Hansen as a recipe for disaster.

What do we really want from Durban? Ideally, Ministers would go home having agreed to a multilateral approach to addressing climate change, with a combination of legally binding instruments, decisions, rules and guidelines. These should be, in the words of the COP President, Maite Nkoana-Mashabane, South Africa’s International Relations Minister, "pragmatic, effective, timely and appropriate." This would require documented commitments for which there are consequences if countries fail to keep them: mechanisms for ensuring emissions trajectories are consistent with the timeframe that science indicates; sufficient climate financing for developing nations to adapt as well as begin their own low carbon transitions; and action from all countries, led by the industrialised nations.

It's not the case that there have been no genuine efforts to reach agreement. Indeed it seems there has been many constructive discussions, some of which may well have been influenced by the COP President's invocation of 'Indabas' – a traditional form of South African participatory democracy in which people come together in the spirit of 'Ubuntu,' being motivated by the common good, to discuss a matter of great importance and to solve intractable or difficult collective problems in ways that benefit the community as a whole. (Sound familiar?)

So, what have we got without a global deal?

It seems increasingly likely that we will see emerging cooperation between nation states, as bilateral and regional deals are made. Some pressure may come from developing nations who refuse to provide offsets for wealthier countries who fail to act. Aside from those, we are left, largely, to rely on domestic policy commitments to deliver emissions reductions and the hope that commercial competitiveness and the actions of individual nation states will deliver a sufficiently broad rollout of clean renewable energy to see emissions peak in the timeframe left to avert runaway climate change.

The German Advisory Council (WGBU) remains cautiously optimistic this can be achieved and is working to facilitate that by offering a roadmap for a transformation to sustainability to any country or group of countries willing to take the lead. Their Social Contract for Sustainability offers willing leaders the opportunity to showcase how ambitious and committed actions can create a new pact for sustainability and demonstrate how breaking away from existing destructive pathways can deliver greater equity, social wellbeing, and economic security. 

WGBU estimates the global cost of transformation would require $US200-$US1000 billion a year by 2030. This may seem a massive investment, but one they consider manageable through innovative business and financing models. They warn if it is not made, the costs associated with the economic, environmental and social disruption that a wildly unstable climate would be much, much more.

To create a bit of perspective, we already spend $500 billion globally each year on fossil fuel subsidies – a source of finance that would be more usefully deployed in a renewable energy transformation than driving dangerous climate change and causing millions of deaths from harmful air pollution.

In light of a less than optimum outcome from our governments, it’s encouraging other actors are not only envisioning but developing the roadmaps we need as a global community to reverse our current destructive path and shape a new future for our planet and our species.

But we should also prepare to be surprised, in the hope that those negotiators in Durban will reveal their hands as stronger than we thought. After all, they won’t be revealing all their cards till the very last. And before they do, may we hope they recall the words of that esteemed South African, Nelson Mandela, when he said: "It always seems impossible, until it is done."
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Reporting DNA: UNEP hands over the well established “Billion Tree Campaign”
8 December 2011

Achim Steiner, Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), hands over the “Billion Tree Campaign” to Plant-for-the-Planet founder Felix Finkbeiner (14). Plant-for-the-Planet is a worldwide children’s initiative to plant a trillion trees around the world before 2020. Until now, more than 12.5 billion trees have been planted within the framework of the Billion Tree Campaign – that equals two trees per citizen. If each world citizen were to plant 150 trees until 2020, then the 1 trillion goal would be achieved. The handover of this important campaign to the children from Plant-for-the-Planet constitutes an important decision, standing symbolically for the trust which the adults set into the activities of these children. Watch highlights of the ceremony below, which was attended by Prince Albert of Monaco!
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4Traders.com (South Africa): MTN Group : Prince Albert of Monaco one of the leaders to receive RECs from MTN Group at COP17
8 December 2011

His Serene Highness, Prince Albert II of Monaco is amongst a list of dignitaries expected to receive Renewable Energy Certificates (RECs) from the MTN Group at the Business Leaders Network Reception in Durban next Wednesday.

Hosted by MTN, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), the SA government and other corporate sponsors, the high-level networking reception will be held at Moses Mabhida stadium. The event is set to be the premier destination for senior officials from UNEP, non-governmental organisations and heads of government to network in a casual and relaxed atmosphere during the COP17 proceedings.

Prince Albert is one of over 200 guests who will receive the REC, along with Achim Steiner, the Executive Director of UNEP, Deputy Minister of Water and Environmental Affairs, Rejoice Mabudafhasi and the Director General of the Department of Energy, Nelisiwe Magubane. All the recipients will donate their RECs to rural communities in KwaZulu Natal.

Each REC is equivalent to one megawatt-hour (MWh) of green electricity, which is enough energy to sustain a family of four living in an urban area for a year. Since rural families consume less electricity, it's anticipated that the REC will sustain them for much longer. MTN sourced over 250 RECs from a rural electrification project situated in rural KwaZulu Natal. The solar photovoltaic project provides electricity to around 10 000 homes.

"MTN purchased the RECs in line with our support and commitment to the development of renewable energy in South Africa. We sourced the RECs from a project that supports rural development by extending essential services to disadvantaged communities. The same project also has a job creation element, and helps with the reduction of green house gas emissions through clean energy production," says Rich Mkhondo, MTN Group spokesperson.

Beyond COP17, MTN has a number of sustainable network projects across its footprint in Africa and the Middle East. In South Africa, MTN has invested R22m on the construction of a 2MW methane gas powered tri-generation plant at its head office in Johannesburg. MTN Business also offers telemetry solutions which enable businesses to monitor their water usage through a real-time reporting Machine 2 Machine device connected to the water meter.

In Cameroon, MTN's 40 solar sites are expected to grow by another 10 by the end of the year, with 73 hybrid deep cycle battery sites also planned to further reduce energy consumption in that operation. In Nigeria, MTN has installed solar-powered base stations in 179 villages, spread across 29 of the 36 states of Nigeria. Across the Middle East, MTN's energy efficiency programme in Iran uses a combination of solar, wind and hybrid battery-powered solutions for off-grid sites.
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Clean Technica: UNEP Asks for End User Input in Building Global Solar & Wind Energy Atlas

7 December 2011

The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and partners are developing a “Global Atlas for Solar and Wind Energy,” and they’re looking for input from end users to help them do so. The Atlas is designed to “facilitate the deployment of renewable energy technologies and enhance investment by sharing the necessary information on resource potentials and related socioeconomic and policy conditions, by means of a unified public domain dataset,” UNEP explains.

Those interested in taking the 10-minute on-line end user survey, as well as checking out UNEP’s Solar and Wind Energy Resource Assessment (SWERA) data and tools can do so at http://umfrage.ded006.cyberlink.ch/index.php?sid=53352&newtest=Y&lang=en

The Atlas can be used for market screening that can help investors raise money for more detailed assessments by commercial service providers, UNEP notes. It stops short of providing the more detailed, higher resolution spatial and temporal data and “bankable” information required for project development that private companies involved in carrying out high-resolution resource assessment provide, however.

Surveys can be completed anonymously, unless respondents choose to disclose their identities, and the “aggregated assessment of responses will not allow for attributing specific answers to individual respondents.” All feedback is treated confidentially, UNEP points out.

Source: Clean Technica (http://s.tt/14GzW)
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UN News Centre: UN-led campaign that planted 12 billion trees worldwide starts new phase
8 December 2011

A United Nations campaign that has overseen the planting of more than 12 billion trees around the world has been handed over to a youth-led environmental organization based in Germany that will build on the initiative’s achievements over the past four years.

“More than 12 billion trees have been planted by people from all walks of life – schoolchildren to presidents – testament to a growing global movement for sustainability,” said Secretary-General ban Ki-moon in his remarks marking the handover of the campaign.

“As we look to the Rio+20 UN Conference on Sustainable Development and beyond, we will need just this kind of commitment if we are to guarantee that our planet can continue to provide the foundation we need to reduce poverty and improve security and opportunity for all,” he added.

Inspired by the work of the late Nobel Peace Prize laureate Wangari Maathai and her Green Belt Movement, the Billion Tree Campaign was created by the UN Environmental Programme (UNEP) in 2006 and quickly surpassed its initial goal of planting one billion trees in just a few months, reaching the 12 billion landmark in October.

The campaign counted with the participation of 193 countries with China currently in the lead, having planted a total of 2.8 billion trees since 2004. India holds second place with 2.1 billion trees, followed by Ethiopia, Mexico and Turkey.

According to a news release issued by UNEP, the agency had always seen the campaign as a finite project and decided to transfer it to a partner rather than close it.

The campaign was handed over to the youth-oriented Plant-for-the-Planet Foundation yesterday during a ceremony held at the UN Climate Change Conference in Durban, South Africa.

“The Plant-for-the-Planet Foundation’s profile, with its emphasis on young people, its academies on climate change and its existing commitment and involvement in the Billion Tree Campaign, gave it the right profile with which to allow the campaign to continue as a supportive element in a wider youth initiative,” said UNEP in a statement.

“I congratulate all who have participated in the Billion Tree Campaign and on its achievements to date,” said UNEP Executive Director Achim Steiner. “Each time we set a target and each time we thought it was time to bring the campaign to an end, more and more trees came forward and the bar was set even higher.

“Today we open a new chapter with the Plant-for-the-Planet Foundation and its network of enthusiastic young people around the globe,” he added.

Deforestation has been a key issue during the Climate Change Conference this week, with Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon calling on countries yesterday to throw their support behind the UN Collaborative Programme on Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest Degradation (REDD+), which seeks to create financial value for the carbon stored in forests, offering incentives for developing countries to reduce emissions and invest in low-carbon technologies to sustainable development.

The benefits of the REDD+ initiative were also discussed today at a side event of the conference, with more developing countries partnering with developed nations to reduce emissions from forests.

Indonesia, for example, revealed plans to utilize around $1 billion of funding from Norway under the REDD+ programme.

“Countries ranging from Indonesia to Brazil and the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) are recognizing that REDD+ investments can offer myriad opportunities to boost green development in the 21st century – through optimizing and enhancing ecosystem services, tackling climate change, improving water security or promoting green jobs,” said Mr. Steiner.

“Mobilizing more partnerships such as that between Norway and Indonesia, or private sector funding is vital if the full potential of forests to contribute to a green economy is to be realized,” he added.
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Other Environment News
Reuters (USA): Coalition growing for new deal on greenhouse gas cuts
9 December 2011

Rich and poor nations at climate change talks are lining up behind an EU plan for achieving a global pact on cutting greenhouse gas emissions by 2015, under pressure to reach some kind of a deal before Friday's planned end to the U.N. meeting.

Analysts expect at least a political agreement to be reached when the two weeks of talks wind up, with countries promising to start deliberations on a new regime of binding cuts in the gases blamed for global warming and environmental devastation.

Anything less would qualify the United Nations negotiations in the South African city of Durban as a disaster, they say.

The European Union plan envisages a new deal reached by 2015, and put into effect by 2020, imposing binding cuts on the world's biggest emitters of the heat-trapping gases.

In Durban the two issues for the negotiators from nearly 200 countries are finding a way of updating the Kyoto Protocol, the only global pact that enforces carbon cuts, and raising funding needed to help poor countries tackle climate change.

Key to any greenhouse gas deal will be China, the United States, India and Brazil - the world's largest emitters which are not bound by the cuts regime in the Kyoto Protocol.

"We are seeing convergence and that's what we need to achieve the outcome that we want to have," Brazil's chief negotiator, Luiz Alberto Figueiredo, told a news briefing on Thursday.

Three U.N. reports released in the last month show time is running out to achieve change. They show a warming planet will amplify droughts and floods, increase crop failures and raise sea levels to the point where several island states are threatened with extinction.

South African President Jacob Zuma has said Durban will be a failure if a Green Climate Fund, designed to help poor nations tackle global warming and nudge them towards a new global effort to fight climate change, is not put into force.

A group of 48 of the least developed countries has said it backs the European plan for a firm timetable, joining African nations and 43 small island states. Japan has said it shares "common ground" with Europe while Canada and several other developed countries have shown their support.

The EU, Japan and others have said that any deal that does not include all major players would not nearly be enough to head off a global problem.

The United States has said it will make its emissions cuts binding under an international agreement only if China and other developing countries that are big polluters back their commitments with equal legal force.

If the discussions hold to form, envoys will extend discussions and release their decisions on Saturday.

"These negotiations are running around in circles. If we don't act now, some of us will die," said Karl Hood, Grenada's minister of foreign affairs and chairman of the 43-member Alliance of Small Island States.
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Jakarta Post (Indonesia): Climate funding held hostage by advanced states
9 December 2011

While talks on climate operational funds come to a conclusion, the dispute over a globally binding agreement on emission reduction smay render the overall scheme ineffective by the close of the 17th UN Climate Conference.

Insisting on “a balanced package” that requires developing countries to put in place ambitious targets in emission reduction, developed countries have committed to financing a Green Climate Fund that would be the backbone of climate projects under the UN Framework for the Climate Change Conference (UNFCCC).

Delegates have agreed on the design of a financial entity to operate the fund, but nothing has been agreed on concerning a financing mechanism.

“The latest statement from the developed countries is that there would be no deal on finance,” said chief Indonesian negotiator Tazwin Hanif during the conference in Durban, South Africa, on Thursday.

Brokered by the United States, the UN climate conference in Cancun, Mexico, mandated the establishment of the fund to secure efforts by developing countries to cut emissions, also known as mitigation projects. The scheme regulates that countries raise climate finances, due to scale up to US$100 billion annually by 2020 from various sources for the projects. In the short term, a fast-track financing of $30 billion is scheduled by 2012.

Negotiators and observers view the operation of the financial entity as the only feasible outcome of Durban. The impasse on legal issues, however, has stalled pledges by the US and the European Union (EU) to put anything on the table.

The US said the Green Climate Fund would only move forward as part of a package, which is to create more transparency on measurable, reportable and verifiable greenhouse gas mitigation (MRV) and more ambitious emission targets from developing countries. It has also required that the majority of the fund would come from private entities without causing any setback to the companies.

US Special Envoy on Climate Change Todd Stern said most donor countries were not prepared to make funds available yet, since no mechanism had been put in place.

There is also dispute on the sources of the funding. While developing countries expect public money from developed nations to aid the scheme, industrialized countries want most of the money to come from the private sector.

The EU has proposed the taxing of shipping and aviation industries to provide funding, which was considered a business barrier and thus rejected by the US.

The EU Commissioner for Climate Action, Connie Hedegaard, denied that the rejection to provide climate funding was permanent.

“The [EU] commission today in Brussels presented a proposal for our external action budget for the period 2014-2020 and there is a significant increase in the contributions for climate change,” she said.

Indonesia’s special envoy for climate change Rachmat Witoelar suggested that countries move forward to adopt the second commitment of the Kyoto treaty, while urging developed countries that have rejected the protocol to soon establish national mitigation actions and commitments.

“It is our moral obligation that the world will not suffer from a climate change crisis,” he said.
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Taiwan News (Taiwan): UN Climate talks to end without a new binding treaty
9 December 2011

Envoys at United Nations Climate Change talks were poised to end without a new binding accord to reduce the world’s greenhouse gas emissions.

Delegates from more than 190 nations are scheduled to finish 12-day of talks Friday in Durban, South Africa, where they were expected to hammer out how to extend the Kyoto Protocol’s limits on fossil fuel emissions, which expire in 2012.

With Japan recovering from an earthquake and European Union leaders meeting in Brussels to save their common currency, ambitions for this year’s climate talks sidestepped adopting a new pact that would replace Kyoto, the only treaty limiting greenhouse gas emissions.

Japan, Russia and Canada say they won’t sign up for a second commitment period. The US never ratified the treaty, saying developing nations that weren’t set targets under Kyoto should restrict their fumes.

The US and China were blocking a push backed by Australia, the EU and others for a second Kyoto commitment period post-2012 or any new legally-binding climate agreement. A 143-page of proposals is to be considered by all countries — rich and poor alike — against a background of worsening global economic conditions.

The US had said that it won’t begin dialogue on a new legally binding treaty until major developing countries such as China and India agree first to take on actions equivalent to those of the industrialized nations, while China attached some difficult conditions to participation in any mandatory agreement.

Facing sharp criticism in Durban, US envoy Todd Stern defended his country: “It is completely off base to suggest that the US is proposing that we delay action until 2020”. He detailed a number of domestic and international actions that the US had taken such as finding ways to raise funds to help poor nations adapt to a warming planet.

Delegates were near an agreement that would set up a fund providing a portion of the $100 billion a year in climate aid for developing nations, but the status of the Kyoto Protocol as well as any future negotiations remains in the air.
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Economic Times (India): Durban Climate Summit: United States denies delaying new global agreement till 2020
8 December 2011

Under immense criticism at Durban, the United States came out and denied that it was trying to delay a new global agreement till 2020. Washington now says that it supports the European Union's proposal for a new global treaty to fight climate change. With the US making a public statement backing the EU, the blame could once again be laid at the doorstep of the advanced developing or BASIC countries.

"The EU has called for a roadmap (to a future deal). We support that... If we get the kind of roadmap that countries have called for -- the EU has called for, that the US supports -- for preparing for and negotiating a future regime, whether it ends up being legally binding or not, we don't know yet, but we are strongly committed to a promptly starting process to move forward on that" US special envoy for climate change Todd Stern said.

The European Union has been pushing countries to commit to a new agreement which brings all major emitters under its fold, and asking that the deal by prepared by 2015. The US on the hand has been questioning the efficacy of a legally binding deal, suggesting that the model offered by the Cancun Agreements is much better suited for global action on climate change.

"Let's stop and think what's on the table over the next number of years. For one thing, countries -- whether it is the U.S., China, the EU, India, Brazil, whoever it is, and many, many other countries not in the category of majors -- are going to be working hard to implement targets or actions that they committed to in Cancun...We reached an agreement, which although it is not legally binding, it is a COP decision under a legally binding treaty, which is very serious and which covers more than 80 percent of global emissions as compared to a Kyoto agreement, which people are hoping will cover something in the order of 15 percent this year..... What is embedded in the Cancun agreement is so much more meaningful in terms of potential emission reductions than anything that is in Kyoto that there is no contest," Stern said.

The US has argued that the Cancun Agreements contain emission reduction pledges that would take the world up to 2020. In countering the idea of a legally binding agreement, one which would include the US, it has sought to place the blame on the BASIC countries particularly China and India.

The US has consistently and categorically stated that it would participate in a new legal treaty only if all major emitters-developed and developing countries-were treated at par. It has argued that countries like China and India were not in a position to accept such a treaty, hence the time wasn't ripe for a legally binding deal.

The perception in Durban is that the United States has been working with the BASIC countries to block a deal. With the US coming out in favour of the EU proposal, it is likely that the BASIC, particularly China and India, will once again be in the spotlight. The BASIC ministers have made it clear that they want a ratifiable second commitment period for the Kyoto Protocol, and would like to wait for the 2015 review (following the IPCC's Fifth Assessment Report in 2013-14) before moving ahead on a legal deal.

"The EU is very keen on the roadmap being adopted here at Durban. We (the BASIC countries) were categorical that we needed to understand the content and there is the issue of timing. We are saying wait for the IPCC 's assessment and the review," environment minister Jayanthi Natarajan said.
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USA Today (USA): Climate caucus winds down without new treaty
8 December 2011

Leading scientists warned this week that climate change is accelerating, but this year's U.N. climate negotiations are poised to end without a new binding accord to reduce the world's greenhouse gas emissions.

The 12-day U.N. Framework Convention on Climate Change in Durban, South Africa, is likely to end today or Saturday much as it began — without a definitive successor to a 1997 global warming treaty, the first phase of which expires next year.

The Kyoto Protocol obligates 37 industrial nations to lower their greenhouse gas emissions, compared with 1990 levels, an average of about 5% between 2008 and 2012. It does not require cuts of developing countries, including China and India. The United States never ratified the treaty because of its exemptions for the developing world but has made voluntary efforts to cut emissions.

Now, the European Union says it will not renew its pledges to reduce emissions for another five-year period unless all countries — rich and poor alike — agree to negotiate a new binding treaty. That means it would include the world's two largest sources of the carbon dioxide emissions that contribute to global warming: the U.S. and China.

"The U.S. is not on board," says Alden Meyer of the Union of Concerned Scientists, adding India and China are also playing hardball. "It's very frustrating," he says. "We can't wait another eight or 10 years to raise our game. The science is very clear that we're running out of time."

A panel of federal and academic scientists warned earlier this week, at the annual meeting of the American Geophysical Union in San Francisco, that the world's climate will warm faster than predicted. Also, the Global Carbon Project, an international group of scientists, reported that global carbon dioxide emissions jumped the largest amount on record last year — 5.9%.

The United States has received a lot of criticism at Durban. On Thursday, an American college student was ejected from the conference when she disrupted a speech by Todd Stern, the U.S. special envoy for climate change, by saying the U.S. was stonewalling.

"That's just a mistake. It is not true," Stern later told reporters. "We are strongly committed to promptly starting a process to move forward on that," he said, referring to the EU's proposed "road map" toward a new treaty.

Rebecca Lefton, of the Center for American Progress, a Washington-based progressive think tank, welcomed Stern's support for future negotiations, adding: "What's needed now is to extend the process."

Stern said he expects the conference's negotiators, from nearly 200 countries, to finalize a Green Climate Fund providing poor countries $100 billion a year to adapt to and mitigate climate change. He said he also expects they'll create a global center to share climate technology.

Such actions as well as individual country efforts to address climate change may prove more effective than the Kyoto approach, says Reid Detchon, of the United Nations Foundation, a charity set up by Ted Turner to support U.N. causes. He adds: "We are transitioning to a new basis for collaborative action."
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UK Press (UK): EU seeking climate deal 'road map'
9 December 2011

The latest United Nations talks aimed at tackling climate change are entering the end game, with hopes that countries can agree to negotiate a new treaty to cut greenhouse gases.

It seems that in the last days of the scheduled talks in Durban, South Africa, progress is finally being made on the EU's bid to secure a "road map" to a new climate deal.

Europe is calling for the talks to agree a mandate to negotiate a new, legal climate deal by 2015 covering all major economies, in return for the bloc signing up to a second period of emissions cuts under the existing Kyoto treaty.

The EU wants action from other countries as the Kyoto Protocol, which was never ratified by the US and does not cover major economies such as China, accounts for just 15% of world emissions.

The bid to agree a mandate for a new deal has been backed by more than 120 countries, but large emitters such as China and India appear opposed to the proposal.

Concerns have been growing that countries would agree a weak deal that would do nothing to tackle climate change and would lock in low ambition on efforts to reduce the greenhouse gases responsible for global warming for at least a decade.

But there were signs of progress after the two week-long talks finally stepped up a gear in the final days, with indications major players including the US, Canada and Brazil were falling in line behind the EU "vision".

Climate Change Secretary Chris Huhne has said the EU wants to see a "credible" deal which includes a timeline for negotiating a deal and fits with the science, which says global emissions must peak by 2020 to keep temperature rises to no more than 2C.

But as the talks enter the last day - with the prospect negotiations will run long into the night - it remains to be seen exactly what countries can agree to.

Also at stake are the proposed "green climate fund" to channel billions of pounds to poor countries to help them cope with global warming, which campaigners say must be established in Durban, and action to tackle the "emissions gap".
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Irish Times (Ireland): Protecting forests: Stronger safeguards sought
9 December 2011

WITHOUT MUCH stronger safeguards, the deal on the table here to protect forests – the world’s most important carbon sinks – will only “intensify and worsen” existing conflicts in regions such as the Amazon, according to critics.

The Accra Caucus on Forests and Climate Change, a coalition of more than 100 groups in 38 countries, issued this warning in the wake of the approval by Brazil’s senate of controversial changes in the country’s forest code that would reopen the Amazon to logging.

The proposed changes in the code – which have shocked conservationists – would provide an amnesty for illegal deforestation predating 2008, stop illegally deforested areas being fully restored and allow non-native species to be planted in Amazonia.

Conservation International called on Brazilian president Dilma Rousseff to honour her commitments to reduce deforestation and veto the legislation, which former environment minister Marina Silva said would have “devastating consequences for the climate”.

Luiz Alberto Figueriedo, head of Brazil’s delegation at the UN climate conference, insisted on Tuesday that his country was playing its part in the fight against climate change with the rate of deforestation in the Amazon now at its lowest level since monitoring began in 1988.

The draft text on REDD+ (the UN’s programme to reduce emissions from deforestation) – tabled for adoption in Durban today – “could result in the biggest land-grab of all time”, said Hortense Hidalgo, of the Global Alliance of Indigenous Peoples.

By making forests available to developed countries as a vehicle for offsetting their greenhouse gas emissions “it will inevitably promote privatisation of forests and soils through carbon markets. This could commodify almost the entire surface of the Earth”, she warned.

Alberto Gomez of peasant farmers’ alliance Via Campesina complained that they would only benefit from payments by developed and major developing countries to sequester carbon in the forests “if they sign up to a technical package, use GM seeds and grow biofuel crops”.

Berenice Sanchez of Mexico’s Indigenous Women’s BioDiversity Network said “the supposed safeguards are voluntary, weak and hidden in the annex”, and her group was in Durban to “demand an immediate moratorium to stop REDD+-related land-grabs”.

On a more positive note, the International Union for the Conservation of Nature welcomed Guatemala’s recognition of wider land rights for indigenous peoples and local communities, making it possible for these groups to access benefits and payments under REDD+. Guatemala “is already investing 1 per cent of the national government budget – close to $40 million per year – in results-based action for sustainable management of forests, reforestation, forest restoration and agro-forestry”, the union said yesterday.

Seven countries in the Congo basin joined their donors – Britain, France, Germany, Norway, Australia, the EU and US – in announcing an initiative under REDD+ to protect the second-largest tropical rainforest in the world, covering more than 200 million hectares.

British minister of state for energy and climate change Gregory Barker said his government was backing it because “destruction of the world’s forests contributes more to climate change than emissions from all the planes and cars put together”.
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Hindustan Times (India): Tuvalu block proposal to protect rights of tribals
8 December 2011

Tuvalu, a small island nation in Pacific, has blocked the proposal supported by India to protect rights of indigenous people living in forests around the world. The protection through a global protocol under the mechanism called Reduced Deforestation and Degradation of Forests (REED) plus

aims to protect tribal communities depend on forest produce from proposed market interventions.

Forests can capture carbon from air and act as carbon sinks, thus resulting in lesser release of global warming causing gas into the atmosphere. Countries in the Cancun Agreement have agreed for a mechanism where polluting organisations in rich nations can offset their emissions by providing money to protect forests.

Bolivia had expressed concern that such interventions can result in restriction of rights of people. To allay such fears, negotiators at the porty city of Durban had agreed to include protection of indigenous people either through national provision or through international instrument.

But, Tuvalu, a country of 10,000 people with less than a percent forest cover, at the last moment sought inclusion of action against human rights violations in the proposal.

"It is just a last minute bid to block a decision," said a senior climate negotiator. "Every country has a laws against human right violations...Having such a provision under REDD will not make any difference."

Because of Tuvalu's proposal, the talks on market intervention has not moved. Greenpeace on Thursday accused the negotiators of failing the expectations at Durban.

Green Climate Fund: A empty shell

The Green Climate Fund to be delivered at Durban would be an empty shell. None of the rich nations, who have committed to provide US $ 100 bn for the fund by 2020, have not been able to pledge any money so far.

The rich nations want the Durban conference to announce a board having equal representation from the developing and the developed world, to run the green fund.

The lurking financial crises in the Euro Zone has forced the European Union to abandon its plan to provide a start-up fund.

India wants the board to be accountable to the United Nations (UN) conference of parties whereas the United States (US) wants it to be an independent body. The decision on this is expected soon.

Tech mechanism to be operational

The Technology Mechanism, expected to set up technology development centres in developing countries such as India, is likely to be made operational in Durban. Its framework was decided in the Cancun climate conference in 2010.

The Technology Mechanism includes two bodies: the Technology Executive Committee-a group of tech-savvy experts charged with strategic planning and the Climate Technology Centre-charged with implementing technology on the ground.  The roles of the two bodies had remained undefined in Cancun.

"Most of the work is done. We expect an outcome here," said an Indian government official, who participated in the deliberatons on the technology mechanism.

The technology development centers will help public and private sector collaboration for research on cleaner technologies. "Only if cleaner technologies are available easily, the countries can shift towards low carbon economy," said Kirit Parikh, who heads India's expert group on low carbon growth model.
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Environment News Service: Deforestation Is Undercutting Africa's Climate Resilience
8 December 2011

Deforestation is accelerating across Africa, killing wildlife and weakening the ability of the continent's ecosystems to withstand climate change, especially in the area of food security, said forest experts in Durban for the United Nations annual climate change conference.

"Deforestation rates in Africa are accelerating," said Helen Gichohi, president of the African Wildlife Foundation, during a keynote speech at Forest Day in Durban on the sidelines of the conference.

"The disappearing forests, the overgrazed rangelands, and conversion to crop agriculture of grasslands and wetlands that had served as a refuge to drought, have all diminished the resilience of ecosystems," Gichohi said.

Forest Day was convened December 4 by the Center for International Forestry Research on behalf of the Collaborative Partnership on Forests. The year's event was hosted jointly with the Government of South Africa. It attracted more than 1,000 people, including more than 200 climate change negotiators.
"It is urgent to safeguard Africa's forests, not only because they slow climate change, but also because they act as a final barrier to creeping desertification, underpin sustainable agricultural production, and support the livelihoods of tens of millions of rural poor," said Frances Seymour, CIFOR director general.

South Africa's Minister of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries Tina Joemat-Pettersson warned delegates, "Climate change threatens to undermine many of the development objectives of countries in Africa and in the rest of the developing world, in particular in the areas of water, energy, health, agriculture and forestry."

With the theme "Protecting forests, fighting climate change: Moving from REDD+ policy to practice," Forest Day provided a platform to consider how forests and forest resources can be better utilized to combat climate change.

REDD+ stands for Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and forest Degradation by funding forest conservation. Being discussed as part of the United Nations climate talks in Durban, this system could allow billions of dollars to be channeled to developing countries to protect their forests by leaving them standing.

Gichohi called for REDD+ funding to become available quickly to save Africa's forests.

Bob Scholes of the Council for Scientific and Industrial Research in South Africa, agreed, warning, "The next major wave of deforestation is already here and it is happening in Africa."

"If we can do something to influence deforestation, we can have a greater effect on everything than has happened so far under the Kyoto Protocol," he said. "This challenge is worth the effort."
Scholes described the typical pattern of deforestation in Africa - loggers come into a forest, they chop the large trees and take out the valuable timber, then charcoal manufacturers remove a large proportion of the remaining trees. Then low-input, low-output agriculture arrives, which, after a few cycles, leaves the land degraded and of little value.

Forest destruction and other forms of land degradation caused by human activities have transformed vast areas of Africa's once grazeable and farmable land into barren landscapes.

Gichohi said that nine percent of forest cover has been lost between 1995 and 2005 across sub-Saharan Africa, a region likely to be hard-hit by climate change. Kenya, for instance, has lost the majority of its forest cover to settlements and agriculture, leaving only 1.7 percent of its land still forested.

To honor tree-planting champion the late Wangari Maathai of Kenya, Africa's first Nobel Peace Laureate and founder of the Greenbelt Movement, Forest Day participants viewed a new film challenging the global forest community to act boldly to reduce the threat of climate change.

"It is the people who must save the environment. It is the people who must make the leaders change," Maathai said in the film. "So we must stand up for what we believe in and we cannot be intimidated."

"Forests cannot be sustained if people are hungry or governance of natural resources is inadequate," said Rachel Kyte, vice president of sustainable development at the World Bank. "Hunger places a direct burden on forests when people are forced to push deeper into forested areas to grow crops, or resort to making and selling charcoal in order to buy food."
Another World Bank official says financial support for REDD+ projects to safeguard forests in developing countries is increasing, with new countries pledging to get involved and existing donors stepping up their commitments.

Kenneth Andrasko of the Bank's Carbon Finance Unit said in Durban, "The past two years have seen considerable donor contributions to multilateral REDD+ initiatives. There has been continued progress, albeit slow, towards a system for performance-based system for forest carbon. The concept is gaining hold more broadly."

Several international REDD+ programs have emerged since REDD gained traction at the UN climate conference in Bali four years ago. The biggest of these are those administered by the World Bank - the Forest Investment Program, which has received pledges amounting to US$577 million, and Forest Carbon Partnership Facility, with pledges reaching US$436 million.

But the global financial crisis is likely to affect climate finance, Andrasko warned. "We're beginning to see some early signals that some of the traditional donors have constraints."

CIFOR is one of 15 centers within the Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research, CGIAR, the world's largest consortium of agricultural researchers.

At Forest Day, CGIAR announced a new global research program devoted to forests and agroforestry with an initial three-year budget of US$233 million. The CGIAR research program aims to reinvigorate efforts to reduce deforestation and forest degradation and expand the use of trees on farms.

More REDD+ action took place on Monday, when the Philippine and Swiss governments hosted a side event on building a governance framework for REDD+ financing, together with the Ateneo School of Government, the Climate Markets & Investment Association, and Helvetas Swiss Intercooperation.
A report presented at the event recommends that the international community catalyze adequate financing for REDD+ in all phases of implementation.

REDD+ payments should cover implementation and monitoring of environmental, social and governance safeguards, the report recommends.

Unlocking private finance requires demand for REDD+ credits and incentives for sustainable investments, the report found.

At a separate side event, also on Monday, the Forest Stewardship Council released a new strategy paper that will guide the future efforts of the standard-setting organization that offers use of its logo to timber that meets its criteria for sustainability.

So far, there are no standards covering implementation of projects for forest conservation or protected areas, the strategy paper recognizes, yet, "The destruction and degradation of forests worldwide accounts for a higher share of global CO2 emissions than the entire transport sector. These emissions contribute to the greenhouse effect, increasing the risk of catastrophic climate change."

At the event, FSC's Stefan Salvador explained the organization's goal to link with REDD+ programs and standards.

To work towards including the climate-stabilizing abilities of forests into its certification programs, FSC will pilot test opportunities to cover carbon storage and sequestration more explicitly in its certification system. New business models supporting the provision of ecosystem services will be evaluated and on-the-ground impacts systematically assessed.
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Spec.com (Ontario): Canada should lead on climate financing
7 December 2011

Canada has spent most of the Durban climate change talks pointing fingers and waiting on commitments from other countries. This strategy isn’t benefiting Canadians, developing countries, or our planet.

It’s disappointing that the federal government has ruled out signing on to a new Kyoto Protocol commitment. But there is still time for Canada to show leadership on climate financing. The government could start by supporting taxes on international shipping and financial transactions to raise funds for development and climate change. Oxfam research shows a modest shipping tax could generate about $25 billion per year, which could help with adaption and mitigation efforts in developing countries most vulnerable to climate change.

As a prosperous country and one of the largest contributors to global greenhouse gas emissions, there are many more actions Canada can and should take, but supporting these climate financing measure would at least be a start. We have the capacity and the responsibility to help developing countries adapt to the devastating effects of climate change.
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UN News Centre: Climate funding for poor countries should not add to their debt burden – UN expert
8 December 2011

Financing received through the proposed Green Climate Fund should not exacerbate developing countries’ debt burdens, an independent United Nations human rights expert said today, calling for international banking institutions not to have too great an influence on the fund.

“Climate finance should be provided in the form of grants and not loans,” UN Independent Expert on foreign debt and human rights Cephas Lumina said in a statement.

“Climate loans will add to the existing external debt burdens of recipient countries, many of which simply do not have the capacity to repay further loans without undermining their already precarious development prospects.”

    Climate loans will add to the existing external debt burdens of recipient countries, many of which simply do not have the capacity to repay further loans without undermining their already precarious development prospects.

The Green Climate Fund was created during last year’s conference in Cancún, Mexico, to help developing nations protect themselves from climate impacts and build their own sustainable futures.

But the fund has not been launched yet, and Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon called on developed countries this week at the UN Climate Change Conference in Durban, South Africa, to inject the necessary capital to kick-start it.

Mr. Lumina called on UNFCCC members to ensure the fund adopts a “country-driven approach and promotes meaningful and effective participation of all stakeholders, including communities, farmers, workers, women and other marginalized groups.”

Mr. Lumina also stressed the Fund’s financing decisions should not be disproportionately influenced by the joint World Bank (WB) and International Monetary Fund (IMF) Debt Sustainability Framework (DSF), due to the history of the two multilateral creditors.

“The DSF is biased by its very nature, is based on questionable growth assumptions and is concerned only with capacity to repay, not what the impacts of payments are,” he noted.

During last year’s UN Climate Change Conference, countries decided to invite the World Bank to serve as interim trustee of the Green Climate Fund. However, this decision has sparked concern among climate change activists, human rights groups and some developing countries.

“The Bank should not have a central role in the new climate finance mechanism,” Mr. Lumina said. “Its problems with unsuccessful projects, history of forcefully encouraging developing countries to implement economic policies that have an adverse social impact, and its record of financial support for projects harmful to the environment that may have contributed to climate change, suggest that it may not be the most legitimate institution for managing and delivering climate finance.”

Mr. Lumina, who serves in an unpaid and independent capacity and reports to the Human Rights Council, also warned against the over-reliance on private capital as he said this would subordinate public interest to the unregulated pursuit of profit.

“Climate finance is not as a matter of charity, and should be seen as a legal obligation under the UNFCCC and a moral responsibility on the part of those that have contributed the most to it.”
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UNEP or UN in the News
New Scientist: Durban meeting hears short-term plan to cool planet

It could be our last chance. It could halve the rate of global warming, starting tomorrow, while saving more than two million lives a year and boosting food production in some of the world's poorest countries. But this magical solution - using cheap and simple measures to curb air pollutants like diesel fumes and soot from open fires - isn't even on the agenda here at the climate conference

The UN Environment Programme's director Achim Steiner told a fringe meeting here that his organisation has drawn up a plan for purging the atmosphere of "short-lived climate forcers", which may stay in the air for only a few days. "It may be the best hope we have to stay within two degrees of warming," he said.

He said the plan was not an alternative to curbing carbon dioxide. But it could prevent about 0.4 °C of global warming - or around half of the expecting warming between now and 2050.

By delivering a big short-term cooling effect, it could buy the world a couple of decades to get its act together on carbon dioxide.

UNEP has studied three short-term warming agents: black carbon in soot from fires and diesel engines; methane from gas pipelines, landfills and other concentrated sources; and ozone, a by-product of atmospheric reactions involving methane.

Methane, a greenhouse gas, lasts in the atmosphere for about a decade, and black carbon and ozone for about a week. Only methane is covered by the existing Kyoto Protocol to combat climate change.

UNEP's 16-point plan includes providing fuel-efficient, low-pollution stoves for the three billion people who still cook over an open fire, putting filters on diesel exhausts, reducing leaks from gas pipelines, and replacing traditional brick kilns.

A number of climate scientists have previously identified black carbon in soot and methane as the best focus for a cheap and quick hit against climate change, notably NASA's Jim Hansen.

But UNEP's chief scientist Joseph Alcamo says half of what his organisation proposes would be self-funded, largely by cutting the use of fuels such as natural gas or firewood. And it would all bring huge benefits in public health and food production.

Indoor air pollution from soot and fumes from fires kills an estimated two billion people each year, mostly women and children who suffer lung diseases caused by cooking over an open stove. More than a billion more people die from the effects of dangerous outdoor pollutants, like soot from diesel emissions and industrial emissions like brick kilns.

Credible measures using simply technologies could cut these emissions by 75 per cent, Alcamo says.

Black carbon absorbs sunlight and radiates energy that warms the air around. In icy regions like the Arctic and Himalayas it also darkens white surfaces, causing both warming and melting. Because much of its warming effect occurs within the country where it is produced, countries will see a direct local cooling from curbing its emissions.

So the plan should require no convoluted negotiations for a global treaty, just national action, said Alcamo. The plan to act on these forgotten planet warmers has added urgency because of the failure of talks here in Durban to deliver a global deal on carbon dioxide, Steiner said.  "I can't see anything in these negotiations that will prevent warming beyond two degrees."

"To do that will require the world's carbon dioxide emissions to peak by 2020, but it now looks as if we may not even have an agreement in force until 2020.  We have to find a way to break through the impasse.  Action on short-lived climate forcers can buy us back some of the time we have lost."

Lena Ek, the Swedish environment minister, agreed "this is possibly the only way of slowing down climate change in the medium term."

Globe and Mail: Kent changes tack, seeks binding climate treaty by 2015

In a surprising shift of tone, Environment Minister Peter Kent says he wants swift negotiations on a legally binding climate treaty to replace the Kyoto Protocol within the next three years.

Mr. Kent, speaking to reporters at the Durban climate summit Thursday, said he rejects the idea of a three-year “pause” in negotiations while the United Nations reviews the domestic achievements of various countries on greenhouse-gas reductions. Instead there should be speedy negotiations to reach a legal treaty that would take effect in 2015, including all major emitters.

Tories slammed for not renewing Kyoto 

“We're now talking about needing some sort of signal that all of the parties are prepared to work towards a negotiation of a new climate change regime with a target date much closer than 2020,” Mr. Kent said. “We're talking 2015.”

On Wednesday, Mr. Kent had flatly declared that Kyoto is “in the past” for Canada. But his latest comments seemed to signal a more conciliatory stand, with greater willingness to accept a successor to Kyoto, aimed at the global goal of limiting the rise in average world temperatures to 2 degrees.

“Time is really running short in terms of the 2 degrees, and in Canada we're already past that in the Arctic, and we really do need to find a way to get meaningful significant reductions from the major developing economies,” Mr. Kent said.

“What we need to do is get them down. Because what we're seeing now is that the developed countries emissions are coming down, the developing country emissions between now and 2030 will soar.”

Any new legal agreement should include China, India and the United States, he said. “Sooner rather than later, we need to get the other large emitters – including the United States in the developed world – into a regime.”

“.... We would say 2015 as a reasonable deadline for a binding agreement taking effect. We think we should be able to get a mandate from COP-17 [the Durban summit] to negotiate a new agreement. And I think, if we want to say we want direction from this COP to begin a process, then we can live with that. We think there should be no pause in our efforts to reach a successor agreement to Kyoto. It's important that we get absolute reductions in greenhouse gases.”

New York Times: U.S. Climate Envoy Seems to Shift Position on Timetable for New International Talks

Todd D. Stern, the Obama administration’s special envoy for climate change, was put on the defensive by a narrative developing here that the United States opposed any further action to address global climate disruption until after 2020, when the 1997 Kyoto Protocol, a primary United Nations climate agreement, and voluntary programs negotiated more recently have run their course. 

He firmly denied that the United States was dragging its feet and, somewhat ambiguously, endorsed a proposal from the European Union to quickly start negotiating a new international climate change treaty. 

Mr. Stern’s statement to delegates from more than 190 nations at the annual climate conference was disrupted by a 21-year-old Middlebury College junior, Abigail Borah, who told the assembly that she would speak for the United States because Mr. Stern had forfeited the right to do so. 

“I am speaking on behalf of the United States of America because my negotiators cannot,” said Ms. Borah, who is attending the conference as a representative of the International Youth Climate Movement. “The obstructionist Congress has shackled justice and delayed ambition for far too long. I am scared for my future. 2020 is too late to wait. We need an urgent path to a fair, ambitious and legally binding treaty.” 

 Ms. Borah, who is from Princeton, N.J., added: “We need leaders who will commit to real change, not empty rhetoric. Keep your promises. Keep our hope alive.” 

Scores of delegates and observers gave her a sustained ovation. Then the South African authorities threw her out of the conference. “Mr. Stern smiled as if the applause were for him and then continued with his prepared remarks. 

Afterward, at a briefing for reporters, he dismissed charges that the United States was blocking any action on climate change until after 2020. 

“It is completely off base to suggest that the U.S. is proposing that we delay action until 2020,” Mr. Stern said. He detailed a number of domestic and international actions that the United States has taken and said that he and other administration officials were working on others, like finding ways to raise tens of billions of dollars to help poor nations adapt to a warming planet. 

“Taking all of those things together, it’s nonsense to suggest that what we are doing is proposing a kind of hiatus in dealing with climate change until after 2020,” Mr. Stern said. “So, I just wanted to make that clear because, after I heard it about the fourth or fifth time in the last few days, and again I’ve heard this from everywhere from ministers to press reports to the very sincere and passionate young woman who was in the hall when I was giving my remarks. I just wanted to be on the record as saying that, that’s just a mistake. It is not true.” 

He then seemed to endorse a European Union proposal to adopt a “road map” for future discussions leading to a formal climate change treaty to be completed by 2015 and to take effect in 2020. He had previously given lukewarm support to the plan, saying only that the United States was open to a “process” for a future agreement. 

His language was somewhat convoluted, but he said that the European Union had called for a road map “that the U.S. supports.” 

“We are strongly committed to promptly starting a process to move forward on that,” Mr. Stern said, although he immediately qualified that statement by saying that any resulting agreement may or may not be legally binding. 

The Europeans and a large majority of smaller nations are adamant that any future accord be legally binding, while China, India, the United States and several other major emitters of greenhouse gases have attached some difficult conditions to participation in any mandatory agreement. 

Connie Hedegaard, the European Union’s commissioner for climate action, said she was encouraged by Mr. Stern’s change in tone. 

“Support for the E.U.’s roadmap is growing here in Durban,” Ms. Hedegaard said in a Twitter message after his comments. 

The 17th annual meeting of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change is scheduled to conclude Friday night. A number of issues are nearing resolution, although others — including the status of the Kyoto Protocol as well as the form and timing of future negotiations — remain up in the air. 

EE News: U.S. viewed as delaying progress as climate talks near an uncertain end

DURBAN, South Africa -- Minutes after being heckled this morning by a college student about the U.S. position on climate change, State Department Envoy Todd Stern pushed back hard against the widespread perception here that the United States is blocking action until 2020.

Striding into an afternoon press conference, Stern insisted that the idea is a "misconception" that he wants to put to rest.

"It is completely off base to suggest that the U.S. wants to delay action until 2020," he said.

"After I heard it about the fourth or fifth time in the last few days, and again I've heard this everywhere from ministers to press reports to the very sincere and passionate young woman who was in the halls when I was giving my remarks. ... I just wanted to be on the record to say that's just a mistake. It's not true."

Solar reflectors boil tea in a pot outside the International Convention Centre in Durban, South Africa, but not much was brewing inside. Photo courtesy of IISD RS.  

The heckler who called out as Stern gave a speech to ministers and fellow diplomats this morning was indeed hardly the only one in this charged conference hall that believes the U.S. is trying to duck a responsibility to reduce emissions or enter a binding agreement with others.

The U.S. and other countries are debating options for how nations might go forward with the Kyoto Protocol, which many believe is insufficient because it does not require major developing countries like China or India to take legally-binding emission targets. The U.S. is not a party to Kyoto.

The European Union is pushing nations to emerge from Durban with a firm plan to create a future legally binding agreement and countries are discussing several options. Of them, the U.S. is backing one that makes no move toward an ultimate legally -binding agreement but instead focuses on bringing an agreement made last year in Cancun, Mexico, to life.

Green Climate Fund needs money, shape

Stern argued this morning that making real the emission cuts that the U.S. and 80 percent emitters promised in the Cancun Agreements as well as launching a Green Climate Fund to help developing countries will be "much more meaningful" than the Kyoto Protocol ever was.

Meanwhile negotiators say they are closing in on launching the Green Climate Fund. The question now, they say, is whether it will have any money in it.

That's angered a number of environmental groups and others who say the U.S. is even blocking a discussion about from where money might someday flow.

"It just doesn't send a very good political signal, to be honest, that we are not willing to discuss a difficult issue," said Farrukh Khan, Pakistan's lead climate change negotiator.

Also still at issue is whether there will be an independent board for the fund -- the U.S. is pushing for the Global Environment Facility to be an interim secretariat while most developing countries want the United Nations climate change regime to lead it. There also remains debate over whether countries will be able to veto Green Fund projects by private industry that might not fit in with national plans for mitigating emissions.

Clean energy companies worry about country veto

Not allowing countries veto power could undermine country's national priorities, said Ilana Solomon of ActionAid International. A company, for example, might get funding to build a hydropower dam in a nation that wants to focus on solar, Solomon said, adding, "The backbone of the fund is supposed to be country ownership.

But Aimee Christensen, founder of Christensen Global Strategies, said the hundreds of clean energy businesses meeting in Durban this week say they worry that such veto power would be too unpredictable for industries eager to mobilize finance.

"There are plenty of ways in which governments can allow a project or not allow projects. The private sector can't just come in and do what it wants," Christensen said. "There is a disconnect between the negotiators and how private sector deals get done."

Meanwhile, Tosi Mpanu-Mpanu, who heads the African negotiating bloc, said he is resigned to not seeing progress in Durban on how countries will fill the fund.

"It's been said we don't want an empty shell, but right now we don't even have a shell," Mpanu-Mpanu said. "One fight at a time."
Reuters: U.S. denies delaying global climate deal

The United States denied on Thursday it was trying to delay a new global climate deal until 2020, saying it supported an EU proposal that aims to chart a path to a more ambitious pact to fight climate change.

Delegates from almost 200 countries have until Friday to decide whether to commit to signing up to an internationally binding climate deal by 2015 at the latest.

Some countries and pressure groups say the United States is trying to delay the start of a legally binding deal until after 2020, because of deep splits between Democrats and Republicans in the U.S. Congress and because environmental curbs are seen as a vote loser ahead of U.S. presidential elections next year.

"It is completely off base to suggest the U.S. is proposing it will delay action to 2020," U.S. climate envoy Todd Stern told reporters.

"The EU has called for a roadmap (to a future deal). We support that," he said.

The European Union is pushing to complete talks for a global deal that would bind all major polluters to cut emissions by 2015. But even if that were agreed, such a pact would likely only come into force five years later.

The United States said earlier this week it supported a discussion that would lead to an emission cut deal, even one that was legally binding, but would not commit itself to set dates or a set outcome.

The two biggest issues for negotiators in Durban are finding a way of updating the Kyoto Protocol, the only global pact that enforces carbon cuts, and finding the necessary cash to help poor countries tackle climate change.

China, the United States and India, the world's top three carbon emitters, are not bound by Kyoto's emissions targets.

SCEPTICISM

Stern's apparent support for the EU roadmap met with some skepticism, particularly from the island nations most threatened by the rising sea levels caused by global warming.

"Thank you very much, let me see that in the negotiation room, let me see that in the text," Grenada's Foreign Minister Karl Hood said in response.

The United States has set a voluntary target of cutting its emissions by 17 percent below 2005 levels by 2020, equivalent to three percent below 1990 levels. The EU goal is a 20 percent reduction by 2020 compared to 1990 levels.

The United States has said it will only make its emissions cuts binding under an international agreement if China and other developing countries that are big polluters back their commitments with equal legal force.

U.S. DELEGATE HECKLED

Only modest steps towards a broader deal on cutting greenhouse gases remain the most likely outcome of the Durban talks, which officially end on Friday.

Change at the current pace will not be enough to save the Maldives -- a low-lying island chain popular with Western tourists that risks disappearing under rising sea levels caused by global warming.

"One of the reasons why the U.S. is reluctant to talk about anything before 2020 is because it will affect its presidential elections," the Maldives' Environment Minister Mohamed Aslam told Reuters in an interview.

"They are being foolish but you can't just blame the government. It's also down to its citizens. The government is just saying 'our people do not want this'."

Public concern about climate change in the United States has been steadily falling since 2007, an opinion poll showed in August, as people focus on more immediate economic concerns and question the science behind climate change.

But an American student was thrown out of Thursday's talks after she gained entrance to a high-level negotiating session and accused the U.S. Congress of obstructing progress towards a new global deal.

"TIME IS RUNNING OUT"

Poor nations say they are already paying the price of climate change and want action now.

Environment Minister Herman Rosa Chavez, said a tropical depression two months ago flooded 10 percent of El Salvador and caused losses of $840 million -- four percent of gross domestic product.

"We went from being impacted by one extreme weather event per decade in the 1960s and 1970s, to nine in the last 10 years," he said.

French Ecology Minister Nathalie Kosciusko-Morizet said private partnerships and voluntary agreements were no substitute for a comprehensive, legally binding agreement including all major economies.

"There's no other way. There's no Plan B for the planet," she told delegates. "Time is running out. The remaining hours of the talks here in Durban are crucial."

Huffington Post: Santa Claus, the United Nations Climate Talks and Other Things That Kids Believe in...
We're one week into the United Nations climate talks in Durban and we're exhausted. Canada has had a rough week; our environment minister hinted at a formal withdrawal from the Kyoto Protocol, rejected what he called "guilt payments" in international climate deals and Canada had probably earned enough Fossil of the Day awards to put us on pace for a record-breaking run in Durban. 

While we've had our work cut out for us, we did see this coming. The Canadian government has made it abundantly clear to us that their interests in Durban are not in line with ours and that for them polluters come first. 

Meanwhile, the streets, conference rooms and peoples spaces of Durban are filled with the peasant farmers of Via Campesina, local community organizers from South Durban fighting massive industrial expansion in their back yard, the familiar faces of Indigenous activists fighting Canada's dirty tar sands, and many more. All of them are here to fight for our collective future, but up against some serious odds. 

The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), created to become a shining light of international co-operation, has been bought out. Countries like Canada have become the puppets of the worlds biggest polluters. Amongst them are tar sands purveyors like Shell and the Canadian Association of Petroleum Producers, both of which were named in a new report from Greenpeace entitled "The Dirty Dozen in Durban." The report lays out the 12 worst corporations here at COP17, their heads, and their charge list of climate crimes. In other words, corporate power has occupied the climate and until we can kick it out, climate change will continue to threaten the lives and livelihoods of people across the globe.

The people outside of the conference centre know this, but for the majority inside there is a suspension of disbelief that threatens to ensure that "global progress" is short form for the mutually-assured destruction of negotiating a deal in the framework of the politically palatable. Delegates understand that the deals and solutions being negotiated are not enough to deal with this crisis, but simultaneously refuse to break the rules of the a process that condemns them to pursue those solutions. 

This catch-22 is especially true of youth, who regularly confound access with influence. We've cultivated a kids' table culture where manners, decorum and proper behaviour are exalted, instead of recognizing the righteous anger fostered by watching our future die at the hands of bureaucracy. 

The hardest part of watching the yearly cycle of flash mobs, save Kyoto vigils and the eventual 25th hour rage of the COP conference is knowing the unrealized power of youth here. Youth have the power to kick polluters out of the negotiations for our future, and to force leaders to change the game when it comes to climate progress, but we can't do it playing nice. By definition, rules exist to elicit a certain end result of a game, one which is controlled by whoever sets those rules, and with the dirty hands of polluting industry all over Durban, we can't afford their terms of engagement. 

We're trying to change that by taking on our own government, which appears to have taken up the mantle of the the public relation arm of the extractive industry in Canada. Our motley band of young people from across Canada truly believe that not only can we fight, but that when people come before polluters, we can win. 

It's past time to kick the tar sands out of Canada's climate policy. 

General Environment News
Washington Post: For Obama’s green-car revolution, fits and starts
7 December 2011
The Obama administration has poured roughly $5 billion in taxpayer funds into the electric-car industry, offering incentives to manufacturers, their suppliers and even car buyers who might want to go green.

But analysts say the risk is rising that taxpayers in many cases will not see a return on their money soon, if ever. Instead, they warn that some federally subsidized companies could be forced to shut down in coming months.

For President Obama, who has made clean-technology investment a hallmark of his job creation efforts, troubles in the electric-car sector pose a potential new political problem after the collapse of solar-panel maker Solyndra, which recently defaulted on a half-billion-dollar federal loan after filing for bankruptcy. The administration has channeled an estimated $80 billion of the stimulus recovery effort into grants and loans to clean energy and energy efficiency programs, companies and research.

Obama predicted in 2008 that green cars would create thousands of new U.S. jobs as demand soared. But in recent months, production lines and sales expectations have been dramatically scaled back.

 A123 Systems, a battery maker that received $380 million in government support, announced recently that declining orders had forced layoffs. Instead of up to 3,000 new Michigan jobs as Obama and the company had predicted, it now has 690 employees.

Battery maker EnerDel, recipient of a a $118 million federal grant, took a hit when its key customer, electric-car maker Think, declared bankruptcy this year. Johnson Controls, which received a $299 million stimulus grant, opted to build one factory instead of two because of lower-than-projected demand, a company official said, and that one is now operating at half capacity.

California electric-car maker Aptera announced it was shutting its doors because of problems raising capital. And General Motors — whose moderately priced Volt was supposed to drive Obama’s push for 1 million alternative vehicles by 2015 — revealed last week that it would fall roughly 38 percent shy of its goal of selling 10,000 Volts this year. 

“Many in this industry have jumped the gun on how aggressive the growth of electric vehicles will be,” said Kevin C. See, an analyst at Lux Research. 

Supporters of Obama’s green-car initiatives say that there are still industry bright spots and that this start-up sector will simply take longer to deliver results.

“Certainly, with electric-vehicle sales, we’re not on track to meet the president’s goal,” said Brendan Bell, clean-vehicle expert at the Union of Concerned Scientists. “But . . . these investments are good ones toward that goal.” 

Alex Molinaroli, a Johnson Controls vice president, said the funds give U.S. factories the capacity to deliver when demand arrives and position them as industry players.

“Is it worth the premium?” Molinaroli said. “We’ll have to wait a long time to see if this was a good investment or not.” 

Obama’s green-car goal 

Obama started his alternative-vehicle push in the 2008 campaign, and his administration soon after put money behind the plan. Like Solyndra, several of the firms receiving support had investors who were also important Obama campaign donors.

Nissan, Tesla Motors and Fisker Automotive received $2.4 billion in loans to support building U.S. manufacturing plants for electric vehicles through an Energy Department program. In a stimulus push in August 2009, Obama announced $2.4 billion in more than 40 grants to car industry firms, much of it to advanced-battery manufacturers.

The president said the strategy would revive the country’s manufacturing base while nurturing a domestic green-car industry. 

“If we want to reduce our dependence on oil, put Americans back to work and reassert our manufacturing sector as one of the greatest in the world, we must produce the advanced, efficient vehicles of the future,” Obama said.

At the time, many auto analysts questioned whether federal subsidies would create a glut of electric batteries and cars. 

Obama reasserted his goal in his January State of the Union address, and the Energy Department made hopeful projections. In February, an agency report said U.S. car production “should be sufficient to achieve the goal of one million EVs by 2015,” with enough capacity to produce 44,000 of the top seven electric vehicles in 2011. 

Actual sales of those models this year stand at 16,800 — roughly two-tenths of 1 percent of 2011 domestic auto sales. The vast majority were Chevrolet Volts or Nissan Leafs, which were in development long before Obama took office. 

Some experts said the administration’s political goal — quickly announcing job creation in a recession — conflicted with the practical realities of expanding a complicated auto industry and wooing consumers. 

“This is an investment that could have been planned better,” said Menahem Anderman, a leading auto battery expert and founder of Total Battery Consulting. “This has created a lot of publicity, but people have not bought many more cars as a result.”

White House officials say the electric-car emphasis has had a positive impact by accelerating the shift from foreign oil dependence. 

“That effort continues to be successful as sales of advanced­technology vehicles keep increasing and these technologies continue to support growth of American auto companies, reduce oil dependence and create jobs,” said White House spokesman Clark Stevens.

 Ripple effects 

Problems in one part of the electric-car sector tend to have ripple effects. A123, for example, is hampered by production delays at a primary customer — Fisker Automotive, which was two years behind on delivering its first model, the luxury sports car Karma.

A123 chief executive David Vieau said in an interview that his company will rebound from these temporary troubles and rehire workers next year to deliver on contracts with other companies, including BMW. 

“We’re humbled but not beaten,” Vieau said. “It’s not surprising you’ve seen some bumps and challenges. These are things to be expected in a brand-new space.”

A123 received a $249 million Energy Department grant to build its battery plant in Livonia, Mich., plus $125 million in state incentives. Like Solyndra, the company won presidential praise for its business model. It was cited by Obama in a 2010 Rose Garden news conference and in a Michigan news conference. Obama used an audio conference to congratulate the company on its factory opening. 

Some watchdog groups question the value taxpayers are getting for their clean-car investments. The administration devoted $257 million to helping spur Volt battery production, through a $106 million battery assembly grant to GM and another $151 million to its battery provider, LG Chem.

A key industry problem is that electric cars are generally far more expensive than gas guzzlers. That’s true even with up to $7,500 in stimulus tax credits offered for each vehicle. 

Obama announced the $2.4 billion in advanced-battery grants at a recreational-vehicle assembly plant in Wakarusa, Ind., where Navistar said it planned to build the eStar, an electric truck for fleets. 

“Just a few months ago, folks thought these factories might be closed for good, but now they’re coming back to life,” Obama said that day. 

But a large Maryland truck dealership tried for a year to sell an eStar, then sold it back to Navistar. Sam Eitel, marketing manager for Beltway Cos., said customers liked the truck’s sleek looks but were stopped cold by its $150,000-plus list price.

“People are scratching their heads saying, ‘How will we pay this?’ ” Eitel said.

A Navistar spokeswoman said 100 have been sold so far. 

Anderman, who advocates reducing U.S. fossil fuel consumption, said he warned early on that economics did not support the administration’s push. Now he fears failures may undermine industry support. 

“Politicians with an ax to grind will say, ‘Here it is — we spent $10 billion, we had companies collapse,’ ” Anderman said. “ ‘Here. We tried it. It didn’t work.’ ”

New Scientist: US plans its first megadam in 40 years
8 December 2011
It reads like a fairy tale from the brothers Grimm: a giant US state is planning a giant hydroelectric dam that could flood a tiny shrew out of its idyllic home.

Later this month, Alaskan authorities will file plans in Washington DC for a 213-metre megadam on one of the country's last remaining wild rivers: the Susitna. If approved, it would be the country's first hydroelectric megadam for 40 years, and its fifth tallest, just 8 metres shy of the Hoover dam.

Opponents say the project is a $4.5 billion boondoggle that will affect wildlife including caribou, grizzly bears and salmon. Instead they say the state should tap its abundant tidal, geothermal and wind power.

But the icon for protest against the dam may turn out to be the country's most secretive shrew. Weighing in at just 1.5 grams, Sorex yukonicus lives on a bank 10 kilometres downstream of the proposed site for the dam.

In 1995, Daniel Beard, head of the US Bureau of Reclamation, the nation's main constructor of dams, declared the US dam-building era over. He cited growing environmental concerns. Dozens of dams have since been torn down to revive fisheries and reinstate river habitats.

Comeback dams

But after years in the environmental doghouse, large dams are being promoted as a source of low-carbon energy, and the 600-megawatt Susitna project looks like it could be the first to get the green light.

The Susitna dam was first planned in the 1970s, but was dropped on both cost and environmental grounds. Two years ago, then-governor Sarah Palin revived the scheme. State legislators voted to go ahead in July. On 29 December, the Alaska Energy Authority will submit a preliminary licence application to the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, which could trigger a national debate on dam construction.

The number of wild rivers in the world is diminishing fast as a result of dam construction and other engineering projects. According to a report on wildlife in the vicinity of the dam, prepared for the state by consultants Alaska Biological Research and published in August, Susitna's 62-kilometre reservoir will flood a migration route used by pregnant caribou and the grizzly bears that prey on them, and disrupt a major run for Coho and sockeye salmon.

Then there is the shrew. The 7-centimetre-long mammal was discovered in 1982 by Stephen MacDonald of the University of Alaska Museum. MacDonald, who is now at the Museum of Southwestern Biology in Albuquerque, New Mexico, says that small mammals dependent on habitats that will be destroyed or altered by the dam could disappear. That includes the shrew, whose riverside habitat will be subject to drastic changes in water levels as the dam's turbines are turned on and off to power the nearby towns of Fairbanks and Anchorage.

Despite extensive searches, only 38 specimens of the shrew have been found, according to the Alaska wildlife study.

EE News: Senate bill introduced to block E.U. tax on U.S. airline emissions
8 December 2011

Sen. John Thune (R-S.D.) released a bill yesterday that aims to block Europe from including U.S. air carriers in its climate policy.

The bill, the "European Union Emissions Trading Scheme Prohibition Act," complements a House bill passed in October.

Both bills would direct the Transportation Department to ensure that U.S. carriers do not comply with Europe's Emissions Trading System, or ETS.

Europe's climate policy is scheduled to include aviation as of Jan. 1. If enacted, it will require all airlines flying to and from Europe -- including American ones -- to buy emissions permits covering the length of their flights, including the parts that aren't above Europe.

As January nears, the House and Senate bills are the United States' latest efforts to delay or avoid the plan.

U.S. negotiators will get another crack at the issue today, when they meet with European negotiators in Washington to discuss their bilateral aviation treaty. A State Department spokeswoman said Europe's ETS will be one of the issues considered.

The Obama administration first formally stated its opposition in June, when its negotiators met European officials in Oslo, Norway. The administration has supported the goal of carbon reduction, but it has said the European plan, unilaterally applied, is illegal under international law.

U.S. airlines have also sued in European court, charging that international law forbids Europe from imposing a charge on planes outside its airspace.

The European Court of Justice plans to rule on Dec. 21.

EE News: Obama admin proposes shift to protect species struggling in limited areas
8 December 2011
The Obama administration proposed a new policy today that would extend protection to plants and animals struggling in a "significant" part of their range, even if the species is doing well elsewhere.

The proposal aims to end years of legal battles over the Endangered Species Act (ESA) by narrowing the definition of what constitutes a "significant" range and broadening protections for plants and animals that qualify.

The protections would apply to the entire species wherever it is found.

"This proposed interpretation will provide consistency and clarity for the services and our partners, while making more effective use of our resources and improving our ability to protect and recover species before they are on the brink of extinction," Fish and Wildlife Service Director Dan Ashe said in a statement.

ESA offers protection to "any species that is in danger of extinction throughout all or a significant portion of its range." But the law doesn't define "significant," an issue that has sparked many court fights.

The new proposal breaks from past legal guidance for the Interior Department.

Interior has occasionally tried to protect species in certain areas where they were thought to be at risk. For instance, Fish and Wildlife proposed a delisting for the northern Rocky Mountain gray wolf in in all states within its range except Wyoming.

Under the new proposal, the government would list the entire species and protect it throughout its range.

But the policy lays out a more specific and stringent standard than previously existed for what is considered "significant." The proposal says a portion of the range of any species is "significant" if the species would be in danger of extinction without it.

The new proposal has been in the works for months, as the administration sought to respond to courts striking down previous interpretations of the law. Last spring, Interior withdrew its existing legal memorandum on the issue and said it planned to work on a new policy (Greenwire, May 24).

The previous guidance said ESA protections could be applied to just a portion of a species' range. But a federal judge in Montana rejected the memorandum's interpretation of the law for the gray wolf, and a judge in Arizona ruled likewise in a case involving the listing of the Gunnison's prairie dog.

The new proposal will be subject to a period of review and public comment. But agencies will start applying the new policy immediately as "nonbinding guidance," according to the administration.

Under the new policy, the government can still restrict protections to a certain area if a species qualifies as a "distinct population segment," which has its own separate set of standards under the act.

Calgary Herald: Critics fume as Canada approves Total’s Joslyn oilsands project
The federal government, in a move critics say is a direct affront to the climate change talks in South Africa, announced Thursday the go-ahead of a major oilsands project in northern Alberta.

The construction of the Joslyn North Mine will inject up to $9 billion in new capital investment across the country and generate $10 billion in revenues for the federal and Alberta governments over 40 years, said Natural Resources Minister Joe Oliver.

But Oliver said the six-year approval process for the Joslyn mine was far too long, and he said Ottawa will work with the provinces to ensure projects get underway roughly two years after applications are filed.

“It is crystal clear that we need to put an end to unreasonable delays – delays that can jeopardize the viability of projects like Joslyn and harm our reputation as an attractive place to do business,” Oliver told reporters.

One environmental group reacted angrily to the announcement.

The approval of Total E&P Canada’s project during the United Nations climate summit in Durban “is like poking the international process in the eye,” said Gillian McEachern of the group Environmental Defence.

“This decision will mean another one and a half million tonnes of greenhouse gas pollution each year, the equivalent to putting over 270,000 cars on the road. This represents the wrong direction if Canada is serious about tackling global warming.”

The mine property is located 65 kilometres northwest of Fort McMurray, and will involve a 221-square kilometre area of land to be mined over 20 years.

Total E&P Canada, a subsidiary of the Paris-based energy giant Total SA, acquired the property in 2005 and is the lead operator. It is partnering with Suncor Energy, Occidental Petroleum and Inpex Canada.

A joint environmental assessment panel, which included representatives from the federal government and the Alberta Energy Resources Conservation Board, concluded in January that the project is feasible.

But federal departments took almost a year to go through the report and come up with environmental mitigation measures before the project got final approval.

The mine is scheduled to begin operations in 2017 and will produce up to 100,0000 barrels of bitumen a day, and will yield a total of 874 million barrels, according to Total’s website.

Construction cost is estimated by the company at $7-$9 billion, with the construction workforce expected to peak at 4,100 workers.

Total direct, indirect and “induced” employment will total 42,000, according to the website.

The website said the project is “designed to be environmentally responsible.”

Langley Advance: No funding for program to protect rare local fish


8 December 2011
A biologist specializing in a highly endangered freshwater fish found in Langley wants answers from the auditor general on why the federal government rejected funding for his habitat restoration project. 

"It was sort of yanked in Ottawa with no reason given," said biologist Mike Pearson. 

Pearson is an expert on the Nooksack dace, an endangered fish found in only four B.C. waterways, including in Pepin Brook in Aldergrove, and the Brunette River in Burnaby. 

Pearson suspects his application could have been turned down because of his involvement in a past legal battle in which he testified against the federal government in a 2007 case launched by environmental activists. 

The judge ruled that Fisheries and Oceans Canada broke its own laws by not properly identifying habitat for the Nooksack dace, which in turn undermined efforts to protect the endangered species. 

Pearson said his habitat restoration project came highly recommended by regional representatives from Environment Canada and Fisheries and Oceans. 

"My understanding from talking to Environment Canada staff is that it was one of the highest-ranked proposals for the Habitat Stewardship Program for Species at Risk in the BC-Yukon Region," Pearson said. 

The Langley Environmental Partners Society holds the grants, and Pearson writes the proposals, does the reporting and coordinates the activities. 

"We have held the grant for 10 years in a row at $80,000 to $100,000 per year," he said. 

According to Pearson, the federal Environment Minister's office had some questions about the project. 

"I wonder if one of them was, 'Is this the jerk that testified against us?'" Pearson said. 

Pearson tried to get an answer from the federal government by contacting regional Environment Canada staff. 

"They told me that they asked Ottawa why the funding was rejected but (had) not been answered. I'm not sure what to make of the lack of response, which is why I am pursuing it," he said. 

The Nooksack dace used to be found in B.C. and Washington state, but human activities like construction and development have put the fish at risk of extinction. 

Pearson's project focuses on stewardship and habitat restoration for the Nooksack dace and the Salish sucker, another endangered fish that will benefit from the project since the two species share similar territory. 

He was hoping to get roughly $100,000 to pay for public education, tree planting and monitoring and maintenance of previous habitat restoration projects. The proposal also covered the search for undocumented dace and sucker populations and advice for municipalities on habitat issues affecting the two species. 

Pearson said the auditor general's office has expressed interest in taking on his case. 

"They are interested but advised me that the documentation I sent in needed beefing up a bit before they would take it on. I am now working on that," he said, adding that the auditor general's process takes a few months. 

Pearson doesn't think he's been blacklisted. 

"I still work with and for the government in other capacities," he said. "I'm not sure what is going on." 
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UN News Centre: UN-led campaign that planted 12 billion trees worldwide starts new phase
8 December 2011

A United Nations campaign that has overseen the planting of more than 12 billion trees around the world has been handed over to a youth-led environmental organization based in Germany that will build on the initiative’s achievements over the past four years.

“More than 12 billion trees have been planted by people from all walks of life – schoolchildren to presidents – testament to a growing global movement for sustainability,” said Secretary-General ban Ki-moon in his remarks marking the handover of the campaign.

“As we look to the Rio+20 UN Conference on Sustainable Development and beyond, we will need just this kind of commitment if we are to guarantee that our planet can continue to provide the foundation we need to reduce poverty and improve security and opportunity for all,” he added.

Inspired by the work of the late Nobel Peace Prize laureate Wangari Maathai and her Green Belt Movement, the Billion Tree Campaign was created by the UN Environmental Programme (UNEP) in 2006 and quickly surpassed its initial goal of planting one billion trees in just a few months, reaching the 12 billion landmark in October.

The campaign counted with the participation of 193 countries with China currently in the lead, having planted a total of 2.8 billion trees since 2004. India holds second place with 2.1 billion trees, followed by Ethiopia, Mexico and Turkey.

According to a news release issued by UNEP, the agency had always seen the campaign as a finite project and decided to transfer it to a partner rather than close it.

The campaign was handed over to the youth-oriented Plant-for-the-Planet Foundation yesterday during a ceremony held at the UN Climate Change Conference in Durban, South Africa.

“The Plant-for-the-Planet Foundation’s profile, with its emphasis on young people, its academies on climate change and its existing commitment and involvement in the Billion Tree Campaign, gave it the right profile with which to allow the campaign to continue as a supportive element in a wider youth initiative,” said UNEP in a statement.

“I congratulate all who have participated in the Billion Tree Campaign and on its achievements to date,” said UNEP Executive Director Achim Steiner. “Each time we set a target and each time we thought it was time to bring the campaign to an end, more and more trees came forward and the bar was set even higher.

“Today we open a new chapter with the Plant-for-the-Planet Foundation and its network of enthusiastic young people around the globe,” he added.

Deforestation has been a key issue during the Climate Change Conference this week, with Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon calling on countries yesterday to throw their support behind the UN Collaborative Programme on Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest Degradation (REDD+), which seeks to create financial value for the carbon stored in forests, offering incentives for developing countries to reduce emissions and invest in low-carbon technologies to sustainable development.

The benefits of the REDD+ initiative were also discussed today at a side event of the conference, with more developing countries partnering with developed nations to reduce emissions from forests.

Indonesia, for example, revealed plans to utilize around $1 billion of funding from Norway under the REDD+ programme.

“Countries ranging from Indonesia to Brazil and the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) are recognizing that REDD+ investments can offer myriad opportunities to boost green development in the 21st century – through optimizing and enhancing ecosystem services, tackling climate change, improving water security or promoting green jobs,” said Mr. Steiner.

“Mobilizing more partnerships such as that between Norway and Indonesia, or private sector funding is vital if the full potential of forests to contribute to a green economy is to be realized,” he added.
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UN News Centre: Climate funding for poor countries should not add to their debt burden – UN expert
8 December 2011

Financing received through the proposed Green Climate Fund should not exacerbate developing countries’ debt burdens, an independent United Nations human rights expert said today, calling for international banking institutions not to have too great an influence on the fund.

“Climate finance should be provided in the form of grants and not loans,” UN Independent Expert on foreign debt and human rights Cephas Lumina said in a statement.

“Climate loans will add to the existing external debt burdens of recipient countries, many of which simply do not have the capacity to repay further loans without undermining their already precarious development prospects.”

    Climate loans will add to the existing external debt burdens of recipient countries, many of which simply do not have the capacity to repay further loans without undermining their already precarious development prospects.

The Green Climate Fund was created during last year’s conference in Cancún, Mexico, to help developing nations protect themselves from climate impacts and build their own sustainable futures.

But the fund has not been launched yet, and Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon called on developed countries this week at the UN Climate Change Conference in Durban, South Africa, to inject the necessary capital to kick-start it.

Mr. Lumina called on UNFCCC members to ensure the fund adopts a “country-driven approach and promotes meaningful and effective participation of all stakeholders, including communities, farmers, workers, women and other marginalized groups.”

Mr. Lumina also stressed the Fund’s financing decisions should not be disproportionately influenced by the joint World Bank (WB) and International Monetary Fund (IMF) Debt Sustainability Framework (DSF), due to the history of the two multilateral creditors.

“The DSF is biased by its very nature, is based on questionable growth assumptions and is concerned only with capacity to repay, not what the impacts of payments are,” he noted.

During last year’s UN Climate Change Conference, countries decided to invite the World Bank to serve as interim trustee of the Green Climate Fund. However, this decision has sparked concern among climate change activists, human rights groups and some developing countries.

“The Bank should not have a central role in the new climate finance mechanism,” Mr. Lumina said. “Its problems with unsuccessful projects, history of forcefully encouraging developing countries to implement economic policies that have an adverse social impact, and its record of financial support for projects harmful to the environment that may have contributed to climate change, suggest that it may not be the most legitimate institution for managing and delivering climate finance.”

Mr. Lumina, who serves in an unpaid and independent capacity and reports to the Human Rights Council, also warned against the over-reliance on private capital as he said this would subordinate public interest to the unregulated pursuit of profit.

“Climate finance is not as a matter of charity, and should be seen as a legal obligation under the UNFCCC and a moral responsibility on the part of those that have contributed the most to it.”
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U.S.


Washington Post: � HYPERLINK "http://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/for-obamas-green-car-revolution-fits-and-starts/2011/11/29/gIQA0FdRdO_story.html" ��For Obama’s green-car revolution, fits and starts�


New Scientist: � HYPERLINK "http://www.newscientist.com/article/dn21252-us-plans-its-first-megadam-in-40-years.html" ��US plans its first megadam in 40 years�


EE News: � HYPERLINK "http://www.eenews.net/climatewire/2011/12/08/6" ��Senate bill introduced to block E.U. tax on U.S. airline emissions�


EE News: � HYPERLINK "http://www.eenews.net/Greenwire/2011/12/08/3" ��Obama admin proposes shift to protect species struggling in limited areas�





Canada 


Calgary Herald: � HYPERLINK "http://www.calgaryherald.com/business/Updated+Critics+fume+Canada+approves+Total+Joslyn+oilsands+project/5831018/story.html" ��Critics fume as Canada approves Total’s Joslyn oilsands project�


Langley Advance: � HYPERLINK "http://www.langleyadvance.com/technology/funding+program+protect+rare+local+fish/5828840/story.html" ��No funding for program to protect rare local fish��























UNEP or UN in the News


New Scientist: � HYPERLINK "http://www.newscientist.com/blogs/shortsharpscience/2011/12/durban-meeting-hears-short-ter.html?DCMP=OTC-rss&nsref=online-news" ��Durban meeting hears short-term plan to cool planet�


Globe and Mail: � HYPERLINK "http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/politics/kent-changes-tack-seeks-binding-climate-treaty-by-2015/article2264282/" ��Kent changes tack, seeks binding climate treaty by 2015�


New York Times: � HYPERLINK "http://www.nytimes.com/2011/12/09/science/earth/us-climate-envoy-seems-to-shift-position-on-timetable-for-new-international-talks.html?_r=1" ��U.S. Climate Envoy Seems to Shift Position on Timetable for New International Talks�


EE News: � HYPERLINK "http://www.eenews.net/climatewire/2011/12/08/1" ��U.S. viewed as delaying progress as climate talks near an uncertain end�


Reuters: � HYPERLINK "http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/12/08/us-climate-us-idUSTRE7B70NQ20111208" ��U.S. denies delaying global climate deal�


Huffington Post: � HYPERLINK "http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/cameron-fenton/united-nations-climate-talks_b_1130177.html" ��Santa Claus, the United Nations Climate Talks and Other Things That Kids Believe in...�
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