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Fox News (USA): Rice Lashes Out at Russia for Blocking U.N. Council From Tackling Climate Change
21 July 2011

U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations Susan Rice this week issued a blistering rebuke of Russia, China and other countries that blocked the Security Council from adopting a statement linking the threat of climate change to international peace and security.

During the Security Council’s first formal debate in four years on the environment Wednesday, Russia was not swayed by Western nations led by Germany, this month's council president, insisting that the 15-nation panel needs to respond to the effects that climate change has had on Sudan's Darfur region and in Somalia, where the United Nations say famine had struck two areas.

"We have dozens of countries in this body and in this very room whose very existence is threatened," Rice said without naming the countries. "They've asked this council to demonstrate our understanding that their security is profoundly threatened.

"Instead, because of the refusal of a few to accept our responsibility, this council is saying, by its silence, in effect, 'Tough luck.' This is more than disappointing. It's pathetic. It's shortsighted, and frankly it's a dereliction of duty."

Moscow's was "skeptical" about efforts to have the council address climate change, Russian envoy Alexander Pankin said, according to Reuters.

"We believe that involving the Security Council in a regular review of the issue of climate change will not bring any added value whatsoever and will merely lead to further increased politicization of this issue and increased disagreements between countries," Reuters quoted him as saying.

India and Brazil, both temporary members of the council, also express reservations about getting the body involved.

The council "does not have the wherewithal to address the situation," Indian Ambassador Hardeep Singh Puri said, according to Reuters.

Instead, the council settled on a diluted statement that expressed "concern that possible security implications of loss of territory of some states caused by sea-level-rise may arise, in particular in small, low-lying island states."

Secretary-General Ban Ki-Moon said the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) must take decisive action at its next conference in December in South Africa on the agreements reached during a meeting in Cancun in 2010. Those agreements called for protecting forests, adaptation and technology.

"Durban must provide a clear step forward on mitigation commitments and actions by all parties, according to their responsibilities and capabilities," he said in a statement posted on the U.N.’s website. "Developed countries must lead, while at the same time emerging economies must shoulder their fair share."

Achim Steiner, executive director of the U.N. Environment Program, warned the council that time is running out to respond.

"It is the speed of environmental change, including climate change, that will be increasingly at the heart of our collective concern and response," he said in a statement posted on the U.N. website.

"There can be little doubt today that climate change has potentially far-reaching implications for global stability and security in economic, social and environmental terms which will increasingly transcend the capacity of individual nation states to manage."
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Business Day (Nigeria): Ogoni Pollution: ERA decries delayed release of UNEP report

21 July 2011

Environmental Rights Action/Friends of the Earth Nigeria (ERA/FoEN) and other civil society groups have cautioned the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) against further delay on the planned release of its two-year assessment of the environmental and public health impacts of oil spills in Ogoniland.

In a statement issued in Lagos, ERA/FoEN said the people of Ogoniland and the entire Niger Delta are becoming worried over UNEP’s continued delay in releasing the report after failing to honour a pledge to do same earlier in the year.

Other groups that have joined in the call include the Ogoni Solidarity Forum (OSF), Social Action and Dutch environmental group, Milieudefensie.

In early July 2011, UNEP had again informed the Federal Government that the report will be ready for publication by last week of July, and proposed that the launch take place in Abuja. However, there are speculations there may be another shift in its release.

Following the uproar over a statement ascribed to one of its staff which blamed most of the oil spill incidents on locals and a negligible fraction on Shell, the UN agency had said no report had been made public and that its findings would be out early 2011.

“What we hear now is that UNEP will not apportion blame over who caused the spills. We believe that everyone knows who is responsible for the spills. It is hoped that the report will clearly set out the enormity of the environmental pollution in Ogoni and ginger government to hold polluters accountable and enforce actions to clean up Ogoni and the entire Niger Delta. Any further delay in the release of the report might raise avoidable apprehension among the Ogoni people who have borne and continue to bear the brunt of the reckless pollution visited on their environment,” said ERA/FoEN Executive Director, Nnimmo Bassey.

In the disowned statement by the UNEP official, Mike Cowing August last year, it was claimed that 90 percent of the spills in Ogoniland were acts of sabotage by locals and only a fraction could thus be linked to equipment failure or Shell’s poorly managed facilities.

The global outrage and condemnation that trailed the leaked document compelled the UN agency to reveal that the report in question took data from the Nigerian government and the oil industry, thus seeking to distance itself from the alleged exoneration of Shell.

According to Evert Hassink from the Dutch environmental group, Milieudefensie, “No one likes the idea of the UN exonerating Shell and this has damaged UNEP's reputation of independence and led to the report not being taken seriously. But it’s really difficult to get all the Niger Delta ethnic groups and local and provincial administrations to sing from the same song sheet.

This report should have played an important part in establishing a basis for cleaning up the delta. There shouldn’t be all sorts of rows and squabbling over things that aren’t even in the report.”

Meanwhile, the Ogoni Solidarity Forum (OSF) and Social Action have said they will resist any report that twists the facts and puts the blame on the Ogoni people.

“We have always said that in carrying out the so-called environmental audit, UNEP excluded community people who have painfully lived with the polluted environment. UNEP only relied on information supplied by Shell and weak regulatory agencies of government. We will reject any attempt to exonerate the polluter,” said Celestine Akpobari, spokesperson of OSF.

Isaac Asume of the Social Action insisted that “our position remains unchanged. UNEP definitely consulted Shell and other weak agencies of government in coming up with that report but it did not consult with the real people that have been assaulted. We will not accept any report that did not take our views into account.”
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People’s Daily (China): ADB, UNEP, GEF to set up climate technology hub in Manila
23 July 2011

The Asian Development Bank (ADB), the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the Global Environment Fund (GEF) will set up a climate technology investments regional hub in Manila to help developing Asian economies adapt and mitigate the impact of climate change.

ADB President Haruhiko Kuroda said Wednesday the regional hub, which will be set up this year in the Philippines, will finance Asian countries' shift sustainable infrastructure development.

In his opening remarks at the 6th Asia Clean Energy Forum, Kuroda said the regional hub will also provide valuable feedback to the international negotiations on the UN's mechanisms of technology and finance and how these work on the ground in developing countries.

ADB Sustainable Infrastructure Division Head Gil-Hong Kim said the ADB, UNEP and GEF are still discussing the details of the creation of the hub. This is the reason why he could not given figures on how much funds will be committed to the hub.

Kim said the Manila-based ADB will host the center. UNEP and GEF have agreed to finance the regional hub.

Apart from the regional center, the ADB is also setting up the Asia Accelerated Solar Energy Development Fund to add another 3, 000 megawatts of solar energy in the region by 2013.
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Eco-Business.com: Energy efficient buildings: green or grey-green
22 July 2011

Buildings present a unique opportunity to mitigate climate change mitigation and also enhance sustainable development. According to a 2007 United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) report, the buildings sector is responsible for 30 to 40 per cent of worldwide energy consumption and up to 40 per cent of all greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions.  In Singapore, air-conditioning alone comprises 40 to 50 per cent of our buildings’ electricity consumption.

While the buildings sector holds the dubious honour of being the largest contributor to anthropogenic GHG emissions, the good news is that it also has the greatest capacity to reduce these emissions. Significantly, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) has suggested that sizable reductions in emissions from the buildings sector can be made at zero cost or at relatively low levels of investment.

A concept initially developed in Europe, green roofs and rooftop gardens are becoming increasingly popular here due to their ability to reduce air-conditioning requirements. They also filter out particulates, cool city air and absorb large quantities of storm water.  A local study conducted jointly by the National University of Singapore and the National Parks Board found that installing a rooftop garden can reduce a building’s annual energy consumption by up to 14.5 per cent.  A study in Greece found that a layer of plants could deflect as much as 87 per cent of solar radiation.

The term “green buildings” conjures images of verdant structures that stand in stark contrast with the harsh concrete surfaces of their less eco-friendly neighbours. Such buildings are literally green – their walls and rooftops converted into sky gardens and vertical gardens with lush foliage.  Indeed, the growing global awareness of the environmental implications of urbanised lifestyles is reflected in the greening of many city skylines.  Here in Singapore, we need to tap the potential of the ubiquitous grey concrete surfaces which form the bulk of our urban fabric to reduce carbon emissions and improve energy efficiencies.

However, while the aesthetic benefits of green roofs cannot be denied, it is not simply a matter of hauling up pots, soil and seeds. In the quest to make our buildings more environmentally friendly, we need to look beyond actual greenery for practical solutions that match the particular circumstances of each building.  The benefits of roof and vertical gardens can be overshadowed by installation and maintenance costs.

Specialised membranes and drainage barriers must be purchased as part of the green roof infrastructure. The types of plants grown must be chosen carefully for their ability to withstand the environmental challenges inherent in the rooftop setting. In Singapore, most plants require considerable irrigation, as well as fertilisers, pesticides and pruning. The costs of maintaining this greenery are exacerbated by Singapore’s annual dry spells from May to July. The reality is that putting live foliage on the rooftops of older buildings is often difficult and prohibitively expensive.

To meet sustainability goals, the Building and Construction Authority (BCA) set a target whereby at least 80 per cent of buildings here will be green by 2030. A number of policies and measures, such as the Green Mark and Energy Smart building labelling schemes, have been devised to this end. Given that Singapore is already very highly urbanised, most of the greening will in fact have to occur through retrofitting of existing buildings. Thus, perhaps we should focus on more practical solutions to improve the environmental performance of our buildings.

For instance, research conducted in Puerto Rico found that installing a passive rooftop cooling system comprised of corrugated aluminium sheets and polyurethane layers can reduce indoor cooling loads by as much as 79 per cent. Similarly, a study conducted in Sri Lanka found that installing insulated roof slabs reduces the amount of energy required for air-conditioning. In terms of energy conservation, these solutions have at least two advantages over the planting of bushes, shrubs, flowers, vines, etc. Firstly, they rely upon engineering expertise that is better established and more widespread than the know-how required for green roofs. Secondly, they are typically easier to install and maintain, and require comparatively little capital investment. These factors make these options appealing to the managers and owners of existing buildings, particularly commercial buildings and condominiums that are heavily air-conditioned.

Thus, the term ‘green buildings’ should be taken to mean buildings that are environmentally sustainable and resource efficient.  They don’t necessarily have to be crowned with live plants.

A number of positive steps have been taken to boost Singapore’s urban “greening”. Most significantly, BCA has mandated that new and existing buildings undergoing major retrofitting since April 2008 must attain a minimum level of environmental sustainability equivalent to the Green Mark Certified level. While such measures will increase the number of green buildings, more effort is needed to make the existing building stock more energy efficient. Specifically, there is a real need for more local studies which compare the energy and cost savings of rooftop gardens and “grey” solutions.

But this must not occur at the expense of taking decisive action now. The twin concerns of climate change and sustainable development provide an overwhelming impetus for carrying out relatively simple measures to “green” our buildings sooner rather than later.
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The Vancouver Sun (Canada): Climate change threatens world peace: UN boss
21 July 2011

Climate change is generating extreme weather events that threaten global security, the UN chief said Wednesday as the Security Council recognized the issue's potential effect on world peace.

"Extreme weather events continue to grow more frequent and intense in rich and poor countries alike, not only devastating lives, but also infrastructure, institutions, and budgets - an unholy brew which can create dangerous security vacuums," Secretary-General Ban Ki Moon told a Security Council debate on the issue.

Climate change, he said, "not only exacerbates threats to international peace and security; it is a threat to international peace and security."

Ban urged concerted action and called on developed countries to lead the charge in mitigating effects of climate change, while encouraging the developing world to do its fair share.

But the 15-member Security Council failed to agree on whether climate change itself was a direct threat to international peace and security, even after a rebuke by the United States, which described the lack of consensus as "pathetic."

The Security Council issued a presidential statement in which it "expresses concern that possible adverse effects of climate change may, in the long run, aggravate certain existing threats to international peace and security."

But it stopped short of calling climate change a threat in itself, despite pleas to do so by Pacific small island developing states.

A statement from the French delegation expressed "disappointment" over the lack of "punch" to the UN statement.

Nauru President Marcus Stephen spoke for states such as the Maldives and Seychelles at the meeting, warning that several islands could disappear altogether, forcing large crossborder relocations.

He said that while the council members understood such security challenges, he said sympathetic words were not enough.

"Demonstrate it by formally recognizing that climate change is a threat to international peace and security," Stephen said.

Speaking before the Security Council issued its statement, U.S. ambassador to the United Nations Susan Rice blasted the council for being unable to reach a strong consensus despite "manifest evidence" that climate change posed a direct threat to peace and security.

"This is more than disappointing. It's pathetic, it's short-sighted and frankly it's a dereliction of duty," she said.

A U.S. diplomat, who declined to be identified, said later the UN statement was "obviously lacking force" but called it "a small step in the right direction."

Russia's UN envoy Vitaly Churkin said that while his government shared the concerns of island states regarding rising sea levels, the UN's climate convention remained the fundamental way to address the problem.

Achim Steiner, director of the UN Environment Program, cited a worstcase scenario prediction that temperatures will rise 4 C by 2060 while the sea level will rise one metre in the next century.

There are myriad threats already and their numbers will rise, he said, noting droughts such as the one afflicting Somalia, floods such as the ones that hit Pakistan, and their implications on the food markets.

"The scale of the natural disasters will increase exponentially," he added.

Two regions of southern Somalia, hit by a devastating drought, were declared to be in a state of famine Wednesday by the United Nations, which called it the worst food crisis in Africa in 20 years.
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The Financial Express (India): Green estates in manufacturing zones to bridge industry-environment gap
22 July 2011

The ministries of commerce and environment may soon find common ground on the proposed National Manufacturing and Investment Zones (NMIZ) with the latter proposing green industrial estates. Based on United Nation Environment Programme's (UNEP) concept of green estates, these would have only one effluent outlet for irrigation purposes.

Besides, regardless of the type of industries in the NMIZ, all units will be connected to one treatment and disposal system at the lowest contour of the estate zone.

NMIZs will focus on establishing manufacturing facilities for domestic and export-led production, along with associated services and infrastructure. The processing area may include special economic zones (SEZ), industrial parks, warehousing zones and export-oriented units (EOU). These would be developed as integrated industrial townships having world-class infrastructure and are part of the National Manufacturing Policy framed by the commerce ministry.

Though the ministry of environment and forests (MoEF) is yet to officially propose the idea to the department of industrial policy and promotion (DIPP), a senior MoEF official said: “It is a doable idea and will enhance India's manufacturing segment of GDP on the one hand and prevent industrial pollution on the other. Hence, our concept will be designed as a cost saving venture to attract industry.”

The ministry is insisting on such green estates because the government has previously initiated zonal configurations like SEZs, EOUs and industrial estates which could not meet the expected environmental requirements.

Former environment minister Jairam Ramesh had objected to the creation of NMIZs as these entail acquisition of large tracts of land and were not environment-friendly.

According to the draft manufacturing policy, an NMIZ would have an area of at least 5,000 hectares. Where land is in short supply, an NMIZ could be set up with a minimum of 2,000 hectares. State governments will be responsible for selection and acquisition of land.

Green estates will ease the process of getting environmental clearances as the approvals can be given under the 'A' category on the premise that the estate as a whole is one large industry unit. Hence, the proposed green estates will need to have only one effluent outlet for irrigation purposes. As per officials, DIPP has already declared that these NMIZs would not be located anywhere near any forest or eco-sensitive zone and so, forest clearance issues would not arise.

"Separate equalisation and sampling arrangements will be available at each unit so that the developer operating the treatment and disposal system can charge periodically for treatment, recovery and reuse services rendered,” the official said.

For an area of 2,000 hectare, more than one common treatment, storage, recovery and disposal facility would be required attending to clusters of units. This will not only reduce the effluent discharge but also lead to single point monitoring of air and water pollution.

As for the governance of the estates, the MoEF suggests that an empowered local authority in the manner of the SEZs in the SEZ Act can be empowered to govern the zones instead of the special purpose vehicle to develop and regulate the estates as suggested by DIPP.
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IPS: E-Waste Hits China
21 July 2011

Despite new government regulations, China, for decades the dumping ground for the world’s electronic waste, still struggles to treat and process millions of tonnes of e-waste, prompting health and environmental concerns.

China, where sales of electronic devices are surging, generates as much as 2.3 million tonnes of electronic waste domestically each year, according to a report last year by the United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP). That’s second only to the United States, which produces three million tonnes annually. Much of that waste ends up in China, where imports of e-waste are banned but largely tolerated.

Despite improvements to treatment facilities in recent years, China still lacks large numbers of high- tech recycling facilities and relies instead on environmentally damaging methods of disposal. Some e- waste is burned and large amounts of hazardous material are abandoned without treatment, according to a report by China Environment News.

"China still hasn’t established a proper e-waste management and recycling system," Peng Ping’an, a researcher at the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences’ Guangzhou Institute of Geochemistry tells IPS. "Large quantities of e-waste are buried directly or dismantled by small, unlicensed plants with bare hands."

The waste keeps piling up. Roughly 3.5 million tons of electronic waste is expected to be produced in 2011, according to a report by China Construction News, under the Ministry of Housing and Urban- Rural Development.

The UN report said that by 2020, e-waste from old computers is expected jump by 400 percent from 2007 levels in China, while discarded mobile phones will be seven times higher.

The government has begun to tackle the issue. On Jan. 1, 2011, the State Council issued new regulations to deal with the recovery and disposal of electronic waste. Under the new regulations the government agreed to establish a treatment fund for e-waste, which will be used to grant subsidies for the recovery and disposal of electronic products.

But legislation covering the treatment, disposal and recycling of e-waste is still in its infancy, and the current laws remain inadequate, Peng tells IPS. As a result, e-waste treatment remains profit-driven, scattered and disorganised.

There are about 100 companies and institutes engaged in e-waste recovery and disposal in China. They suffer from a lack of policy support and inefficient treatment facilities, Peng says.

Last year’s UN report called on developing countries to improve recycling facilities. Boosting developing countries’ e-waste recycling programmes can have the added benefit of creating jobs, cutting greenhouse gas emissions and recovering a wide range of valuable metals, including silver, gold, palladium, copper and indium, the report said.

There have been some successes. In Tianjin, a coastal city near Beijing, the municipal environmental bureau estimated that around four million television sets, refrigerators, computers, washing machines and air conditioners were scrapped in 2010, making up 38,000 tons of electronic waste, according to People’s Daily.

About 90 percent of that waste reached private businesses for recycling. And there is room for much more. Green Angel, a recycling centre under the auspices of the Tianjin government recycled 70,000 household appliances last year, well short of its treatment capacity of 200,000 units a year.

Improper handling of e-waste can impact human health and the environment. Heavy metals, including lead, tin and barium, can contaminate underground and surface water, and electrical wires are sometimes burnt in open air in order to get to the copper inside, spreading carcinogens into the air.

Foreign countries began dumping e-waste on China in the 1990s, creating both opportunities and problems. While profits were to be made from handling e-waste, China lacked regulations and adequate treatment facilities. Toxic substances were discharged directly into the soil and water without proper treatment.

One town, Guiyu, in southern China’s Guangdong province, is home to the world’s highest recorded levels of dioxin – environmental pollutants that threaten human health – which are released into the air by burning plastics and circuit boards to extract metals, according to a 2007 report by the China Academy of Sciences.

The government has tried to bolster the e-waste recycling industry by offering incentives to people to trade in old appliances for new ones. People can sell old products to home appliance stores such as Gome and Dazhong, which go on to sell them to treatment centres at a discount.

Some people take advantage of this system, however, buying cheap appliances from unlicensed plants that have already "treated" them by removing important components such as copper, glass and gold. Once these appliances reach legitimate treatment centres, they are worthless.

"In meetings we’ve had with our competitors, we’ve found they all have the same problem," Lou Yi, who operates Taiding (Tianjin) Environmentally Friendly Science and Technology Corp., an e-waste recycling company, tells IPS.

Still, the trade-in scheme is essential to the survival of companies like Lou’s. "We will go bankrupt if the central government abolishes the policy."
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Bizmology: Global green energy investment hits a record-$211 billion
21 July 2011

For green energy skeptics, a recent report is a real eye-opener.

According to the UN-backed report, the global investment in renewable energy in 2010 was a record $211 billion, up 32% over 2009 and 540% greater than in 2004.

The Global Trends in Renewable Energy Investment 2011 report, produced by the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), the Frankfurt School of Finance and Management in Germany, and Bloomberg New Energy Finance, also revealed that China accounted for more than 20% of the total increase in 2010. China invested $48.9 billion, up 28% over 2009.

According to the report, 2010 was the first year in which developing countries surpassed developed economies in the amount of capital they invested in renewable energy activities. Investment growth in the Middle East and Africa was up 104% to $5 billion dollars. India grew 25% to $3.8 billion dollars. Latin America had an increase of 39%, to $13.1 billion

The global surge in investment is due to a number of factors, including national clean energy regulations, government subsidies for cleaner power development, and government stimulus money in the wake of the 2008 financial crash. Companies with major investments in renewable energy include Canadian Solar, Iberdrola Renovables, Scottish and Southern Energy, Plambeck Neue Energien, Clipper Windpower, Endesa, Gamesa, EDP Renováveis, and General Electric.

While renewable power (excluding hydroelectric plants) only made up 8% of the world’s power generation capacity in 2010, it accounted for 34% of the additional capacity brought online last year. Wind dominates the renewables sector and accounted for almost half of all investment in 2010, solar power (including a myriad of small-scale installations) is quickly catching up, and there is growing investment in biomass and waste-to-energy projects.

The report makes a bold claim – “The tipping point where renewables becomes the predominant energy option now appears closer than it did just a few years back.”

Tipping point? Really?

Well, per the report’s documentation, in early 2011, 119 countries had policies or targets in place to support the development of renewable energy. The UN has 193 member countries, so in terms of global coverage, renewable energy has arguably reached a tipping point.

However, to put that $211 billion in annual investment in perspective, Exxon Mobil alone reported revenues (primarily from conventional oil and gas) of $388.2 billion in 2010. In addition, Saudi Arabia is burning oil at its power plants to keep up with rising domestic demand for electricity.

Renewable energy still has a long way to go.
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North American Windpower: Report: Developing Countries Investing More In Renewable Energy Than Are Developed Nations
21 July 2011

A recent report commissioned by the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) shows that developing countries, such as Brazil, China and India, had invested more in renewable energy last year than had developed countries, such as the U.S. and U.K.

The report states that worldwide renewable investment grew by 32% and reached a record high of $211 billion in 2010. This new total is up one-third from 2009 renewable investment, and clean energy is now responsible for over 5% of the world's total power production.

For the first time, developing economies overtook developed countries in terms of new financial investment, spending on utility-scale renewable energy projects and provision of equity capital for renewable energy companies, according to the report, which was prepared for UNEP by Bloomberg New Energy Finance.

Developing countries invested $72 billion in renewable energy, compared to $70 billion invested in developed economies. This contrasts with 2004, when new financial investments in developing countries were about one-quarter of those in developed countries.

Other highlights of the report include the following:

- China accounted for 70% of the total clean energy investment, with $50 billion put into projects, primarily in wind power;

- The Middle East and Africa witnessed the largest leap, with their combined investment doubling to $5 billion; and

- India ranked eighth in the world, growing its investments by 25% to $3.8 billion, with wind projects as the biggest single item at $2.3 billion, followed by $400 million each for solar, and biomass and waste-to-energy.

The report notes that the recession in the G-7 countries and the dynamism of China, India, Brazil and other important emerging economies have transformed the balance of power in renewable energy worldwide.
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allAfrica.com: Nigeria: Nesrea, UNDP Partner On Environmental Protection
21 July 2011

The National Environmental Standards and Regulatory Enforcement Agency (NESREA) has partnered with the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP on charting a course towards the protection of the environment.

Speaking at a regulatory dialogue on Implementation and Operationalization of Environmental regulation in Abuja yesterday, Director General of NESREA, Dr. Ngeri Benebo said the agency has successfully evolved 13 regulations in addition to the 11 earlier made public.

She said the regulations which have been gazetted range from protection of endangered species, flood and erosion control and regulation on protection of the marine and coastal bodies among others.

According to her, NESREA is working with the states and other partners to protect the nation's environment in order to achieve sustainable development.

"This dialogue seeks a way forward in our relationship as partners in the enforcement of environmental regulations, compliance and monitoring", she said.

Minister of Environment, Hadiza Ibrahim Mailafiya said the dialogue would offer a wide range of solutions to addressing environmental challenges in Nigeria.

"Good environmental governance is not the sole responsibility of government; the citizenry is having a key role to play in promoting governance for a clean and healthier environment.
Back to Menu
Other Environment News
UN News Centre: Ban asks Iberoamerican artists for help in solving global problems
21 July 2011

Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon today asked television producers and artists in Spain, Portugal and Latin America to use their imaginative talents to find new ways to help solve challenges related to the environment, women’s empowerment, organized crime and drug trafficking.

In a video message to the Iberoamerican Creative Summit being held in Aviles, Spain, the Secretary-General said “Please use your visual sense, your narrative touch, your imaginative gifts to find new ways to tackle old problems.”

The meeting is the latest in a series of such one-day forums, organized by the UN Creative Community Outreach Initiative (CCOI) to provide film, new media, television, and documentary producers around the world with access to information about the work of the UN and its priority issues.

The forum in Spain discussed gender equality and empowerment of women, environmental sustainability, combating drugs and crime and their effects, and organized crime.

“We will never solve these challenges unless we shed light on them. The spotlight is in your hands,” Mr. Ban said.

“You are artists. I am a diplomat. But we all feel pain when we hear about a father killed in war, or a mother lost to disease, or a child who dies of hunger,” he said. “We all want to stop these tragedies in our world. I am doing my part as Secretary-General, but only you can reach mass audiences.”

The UN has collaborated with the entertainment industry on a number of CCOI projects, including an episode of the United States television series Law and Order: Special Victims Unit that was filmed at the UN Headquarters complex in New York and highlighted the problems of children and armed conflict and refugees.

A UN-backed campaign to raise awareness about malaria – which claims over one million lives annually – also had a starring role on the US television programme Ugly Betty.
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Huffington Post (UK): UN Council Connects Climate Change to Security, Barely
21 July 2011

Some issues appear as easy to support as motherhood and apple pie. But not in the U.N. Security Council, where Germany and its supporters spent many hours in negotiations before the council issued a mild statement on climate change's effect on international peace and security.

About 60 countries spoke on Wednesday, many of them concentrating on the havoc that climate change has imposed in their region and the need to stop it. Unlike some of the earth-is-flat debates in the United States, most delegates did not dispute the science of climate change -- and the man-made causes behind it.

The question was whether this was a proper issue for the Security Council to debate, rather than leaving it to other UN bodies already dealing with the environment, such as the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC). For days, Russia blocked any action. But after amendments were made -- and some reported contacts between Berlin and Moscow occurred -- the council agreed to the statement, which was adopted unanimously by all 15 members.

Nevertheless, the debate was conducted on the assumption that the efforts of Germany's U.N. ambassador, Dr. Peter Wittig, this month's Security Council president, would fail. Many speakers opposed broadening any mandate for the 15-member body in what has turned into a series of attempted blockages whenever the council tries something new.

"We believe that involving the Security Council in a regular review of the issue of climate change will not bring any added value whatsoever and will merely lead to further increased politicization of this issue and increased disagreements between countries," Alexander Pankin, Russia's deputy ambassador, said.

Still, the July 20 council statement linked for the first time the "possible adverse effects of climate change" to international peace and security and asked the secretary-general to report on the security implications of climate change. An earlier, stronger statement had provided a clear link between climate change and conflicts, citing drought, increased migration, food shortages and other potential disasters.

Possibly, the blistering statement by the president of Nauru, on behalf of Pacific small island countries, did the trick. Or perhaps the tough comments from U.S. Ambassador Susan Rice made the difference. But that may be wishful thinking.

Nauru President Marcus Stephen said that after 20 years of failed negotiations to reduce greenhouse gas emissions to a safe level, there was now so much carbon dioxide in the atmosphere that disasters were unavoidable as sea levels eroded coastlines, creating migrants in other nations.

    It is a threat as great as nuclear proliferation or terrorism... neither have ever led to the disappearance of an entire nation, though that is what we are confronted with today... I often wonder where we would be if the roles were reversed. What if the pollution coming from our island nations was threatening the very existence of the major emitters? 

Turning to council members, he said:

    Many of the world's current and aspiring powers sit before me today. I urge you: do not bury your heads in the sand. Seize this opportunity to lead. I implore you to fulfill your mandate by dealing responsibly with the security implications of climate change

U.S. calls naysayers "pathetic"

Rice also minced no words. "Because of the refusal of a few to accept our responsibility, this council is saying, by its silence, in effect, 'tough luck,' " she said in response to Nauru.

"This is more than disappointing. It's pathetic. It's shortsighted, and frankly it's a dereliction of duty."

The debate was a repeat performance of one that Britain called in April 2007 when China declared that the council had no competence to deal with the issue. This week India and Colombia, among others, echoed this sentiment.

"The council does not have the wherewithal to address this issue," said Hardeep Singh Puri, India's UN ambassador. But cognizant that members hesitated whenever a clear-cut military situation was not on the agenda, British Ambassador Mark Lyall Grant said that "conflict prevention" is and should be "a key element in the council's work."

Germany, which is a nonpermanent council member, had a similar problem last week when Wittig, the UN ambassador, organized a session on children and armed conflict, another fairly straightforward issue for the UN. An earlier resolution called for a "name and shame" list of offenders and possible sanctions imposed on them in the future for killing, maiming or raping children and forcing them to fight.

The new resolution, advocated by UNESCO as well as by Radhika Coomaraswamy, the UN under secretary-general leading the project, added the destruction of schools and hospitals to the list of offenses. But an unsuccessful attempt was made to unravel the "name and shame" list by some countries mentioned in the list in annexes to a report. Colombia, whose rebels and pro-government militia had been cited, objected. And Russia questioned whether Coomaraswamy was not over interpreting her mandate of what was meant by an armed conflict.

At the root of the dispute is the council's interference in internal affairs, even when the protection of children is involved. Any hint of human rights usually draws objections from Russia and China, two of the five permanent council members. And since 2003, there is a fear that the United States would use U.N. resolutions to justify an invasion. Brazil, India and South Africa, nonpermanent members, more often than not side with Russia and China, which results in numerous issues left unresolved.
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Mongbay.com: Amazon tribes win support to protect 46 million ha of Amazon forest

21 July 2011

Indigenous communities working to protect the Amazon rainforest got a boost last week with the launch of a "biocultural conservation corridor" initiative in two regions of Brazil.

The initiative, coordinated by the Amazon Conservation Team (ACT) and partially funded by the Skoll Foundation, which contributed $1.6 million, aims to prevent deforestation across 46 million ha (114 million acres) in the northeastern and southwestern sections of Brazilian Amazon.

The initiative will "strengthen the capacity of the indigenous communities and government agencies to monitor, manage and protect the indigenous reserves and adjacent areas while creating positive conditions for long-term financing of forest protection," according to a statement from the Skoll Foundation.

The project will also fund development of sustainable economic activities for indigenous tribes, which include the Zoró, Diahui, Cinta Larga, Surui, Wai Wai, Kaxuyana, Tiriyó, and Wayana-Apalaí.

"The conservation and sustainable management of complex tropical mosaic of landscapes is inherently challenging," said Mark Plotkin, President and co-founder of ACT, in a statement. "But we believe that working closely with indigenous peoples on their lands and then creating alliances across the cultural, biological, political and economic spectrum is a powerful and holistic approach to protecting rainforest diversity."

The initiative presents a unique opportunity to involve indigenous groups in conservation efforts across two sharply contrasting regions — one relatively untouched and under low threat (the Karib), the other heavily impacted by deforestation and under high threat (the Munde-Kwahiba) — potentially providing valuable insight for similar approaches elsewhere.
"This initiative represents both a great challenge and opportunity in the realm of indigenous rights and indigenous territories," says Liliana Madrigal, ACT Vice President, in a statement. "We feel that the implementation of the biocultural conservation corridor approach has the potential to yield very valuable experiences and lessons for landscapes as varied as the Canadian boreal forest and the Australian outback."

ACT Brazil will lead the initiative. Partners include Kanindé, the Conservation Strategy Fund, Metareilá, and IDESAM. Kanindé is an NGO run by the Surui people, who are pioneering an indigenous-run forest carbon (REDD+) project on their lands.

"The Amazon Conservation Team, working in partnership with indigenous colleagues and local stakeholders, is implementing inclusive and innovative solutions to better manage and protect Amazon rain forests," said Sally Osberg, Skoll Foundation President and CEO. "We believe this local, collaborative approach is critical to demonstrating impact and driving long term behavior and policy changes."

"This initiative provides significant support for the Surui people since it helps to mobilize our people to defend the environment and our culture," added Chief Almir Surui, Major Leader of the Surui people. "It also gives voice to the people of the forest, who contribute to the elaboration of public policies for national and international recognition of the potential of our biodiversity. The initiative shows that it is possible to develop a sustainable environment in order to stimulate the recognition of the green economy."
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Mongbay.com: Suspects named for assassination of husband and wife activists in Brazil
21 July 2011

Brazilian authorities have fingered three men for the killing of environmental activist, José Cláudio Ribeiro da Silva, and his wife, Maria do Espírito Santo da Silva, in May. The grisly murders received international attention, since José da Silva was a well known activist against illegal logging in Pará, a state in Brazil that is rife with deforestation and violence.

According to officials, Jose Moreira ordered the assassination of the couple because they had spoken out against Moreira evicting three families from his land. Allegedly Moreira hired his brother, Lindon Johnson, and another man, Alberto Lopes do Nascimento, to gun down the activist couple. After being shot dead the two men reportedly cut off the ears of the couple to prove to Moreira that they had been killed, a common practice in Brazilian assassinations.

José da Silva had received countless death threats for over a decade and had publicly warned that he could be killed at any time, however he was refused protection by Brazilian officials.

"I will protect the forest at all costs. That is why I could get a bullet in my head at any moment...because I denounce the loggers and charcoal producers, and that is why they think I cannot exist," da Silva said in a TED Talks last November, adding "but my fear does not silence me. As long as I have the strength to walk I will denounce all of those who damage the forest."

Jose da Silva's sister, Claudelice, told the Globo: "There were a lot of people who wanted them dead because they consistently denounced environmental crimes. Many ranchers, farmers and loggers wanted my brother and his wife to stop bothering them with their denunciations against deforestation and land grabbing."

Police are now asking a judge to order arrest warrants for the alleged murderers.

The Silvas worked as a community leaders in an Amazon reserve that sold sustainably harvested forest products.
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The Independent: Climate sceptics get too much air-time, BBC told
21 July 2011

Climate sceptics who do not believe that man-made emissions of carbon dioxide are contributing to global warming have had too much air-time on the BBC as a result of its public broadcasting remit to be impartial, an inquiry has found.

Inaccurate statements from those who challenge the scientific consensus on a range of subjects had frequently gone unquestioned in the BBC's attempts to be even-handed.

Professor Steve Jones, who reviewed the broadcaster's science coverage at the request of the BBC Trust, said: "When faced with strongly opposed views in a scientific discussion, a journalist may not be certain of the facts presented on each side and may apply balance while describing it as impartiality – but if one proponent is presenting dubious evidence that claim is not justified.

"For at least three years, the climate change deniers have been marginal to the scientific debate, but somehow they continued to find a place on the airwaves."
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The Independent (UK): Met Office issues flood warning
21 July 2011

Torrential downpours could hit parts of the UK today, with severe weather warnings issued by the Met Office.

Forecasters warned that slow-moving showers could continue throughout the day in northern and eastern England.

Meanwhile, a "low risk" of flooding remained in Lincolnshire and Nottinghamshire, according to the Environment Agency. It urged people to tune in to local media for weather forecasts for their area.
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The Times of India: No environment clearance for Vedanta, Centre tells green tribunal
22 July 2011

Vedanta's environment clearance to mine the Niyamgiri hills has been withdrawn as the rejection of forest clearance had made the green nod 'inoperable and infractuous', the environment ministry told the National Green Tribunal on Thursday while indicating that the environmental clearance in itself was not bad technically.

The failure to meet one-precondition – securing the forest clearance – the ministry contended, had led it to withdraw the environment clearance to Vedanta's project in Lanjigarh, Orissa.

The court gave Vedanta and the state government's mining arm time till July 28 to respond to the environment ministry's affidavit. In case Vedanta decides to withdraw its petition before the tribunal, the future of its mining project, linked to its already existing aluminium refinery, would rest solely on the ongoing case in the Supreme Court where the company has challenged the rejection of forest clearance.

The environment ministry gives two clearances – one for diverting forest land and another environmental clearance. Though the two are not linked, the ministry in its environmental clearance to Vedanta had said that it would only be operational if the company also secured the forest clearance. The then environment minister Jairam Ramesh set up a committee that recommended rejection of forest clearance which he agreed to, also ordering that the environmental clearance stood 'inoperable'.

At the same time, the green appellate body, petitioned by civil society groups, asked the ministry to 'revisit' the environmental clearance as well. Even though the environment minister had termed it inoperable, the ministry's Environmental Appraisal Committee yet again gave a thumbs-up to the mining proposal sending out mixed signals. After this was reported by TOI, the minister stepped in again to declare that the appraisal committee's recommendations did not matter and he was withdrawing the environmental clearance, which was anyway inoperable.

The rejection of forest clearance was done by the ministry primarily on the basis of violation of Forest Rights Act, which secures rights of tribal groups on the disputed land. But subsequently, in the Posco case in the same state, the Centre changed its stance and said compliance with FRA was primarily the state government's domain and it had no legal provision under the law to ascertain if it was been followed or not except to ask for the state's assurance.

This change of heart at the environment ministry could weaken its case against Vedanta in the Supreme Court.

The Orissa High Court had earlier rejected the company's plea to over rule the ministry's rejection of expansion plans for the refinery that is linked to the Niyamgiri bauxite mining plans.
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Business World (Philippines): Greenpeace campaigns VS river polluters in China
21 July 2011

Greenpeace International is asking leading athletic brands such as Adidas, Nike, Puma, Lacoste and Li Ning to take up the challenge of helping detoxify China’s major rivers.

The issue came about last week after Greenpeace released its investigation report "Dirty Laundry" showing Chinese factories that supply products to at least 13 international brands releasing poisonous chemicals to the already-polluted Yangtze and Pearl River deltas.

The Greenpeace report said 70% of China’s rivers and lakes are already polluted. Volunteers of Greenpeace have put up several banners with the sign "Detox" across major malls in Beijing, particularly those that sell the brands named in the report.

"We turned up at your stores in Beijing today with the results of a year-long investigation into toxic water pollution from the textile industry in China," Greenpeace said in its letters to the companies.

"Our tests of the wastewater found toxic chemicals that have no place in our natural environment," said Greenpeace toxics campaigner Li Yifang.

"As the world’s factory, China is the production base for many global and domestic fashion brands. Now, we have scientific evidence confirming that hazardous chemicals are being released into China’s rivers to make clothes worn by people around the globe," he added.

Greenpeace said it is challenging the brands to eliminate the use and discharge of hazardous chemicals from their supply chain and products.

"We are calling on trendsetting brands that have major influence on their supply chains, such as Adidas, Nike and Li Ning, to take the lead," Mr. Li said.

It said laboratory testing found a cocktail of hazardous chemicals, including nonylphenols -- a subset of alkylphenols -- and perfluorinated chemicals (PFC), in wastewater samples from the Youngor Textile Complex on the Yangtze River Delta and Well Dyeing Factory on the Pearl River Delta.

"Alkylphenols and PFCs have hormone-disrupting properties and can be hazardous even at low levels. These are persistent in the environment, can move up through the food chain, and can travel great distances via air and water currents," the report said.

"Because of this, alkylphenols and some PFCs are restricted by the EU and international conventions. Nevertheless, they are still widely used by the textiles industry in developing countries such as China, where they have yet to be restricted," the report continued.

"Currently, many of the highlighted brands take a ‘not in my product’ approach towards hazardous chemicals, only restricting some of them in their final products. This is unacceptable," Mr. Li said.

Response letters from the companies involved in the report denied Greenpeace allegations.

Nike, Inc. said it currently sources its supplies from two factories in the Youngor Group Co., Ningbo Youngor Knitting and Underwear and Ningbo Youngor Sportswear in Zhejiang Province. "These factories are cut-and-sew facilities. They do not have manufacturing processes that include use of the chemicals," said Hannah Jones, Nike’s vice-president for sustainable business and innovation.

Other companies said they have called the attention of their suppliers to re-check their wastewater facilities.

"Though Lacoste only accounts for a very small part of Youngor Group Co. Ltd business, we have asked them to check the facts and to make any and all appropriate tests in order for them to provide you with clear and appropriate answers," said Christophe Chenut, chief executive officer of Lacoste SA.
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Bernama.com (Malaysia): UN Warns Against Natural Disasters Due To Global Warning
22 July 2011

The United Nations warned against the natural disasters linked to global warming and which will threatens the world security.

"A changing climate is a reality that affects all sectors of society," Algerian Press Service quoted Achim Steiner, Director of the UN Environment Programme, as saying recently.

Steiner added that the scale of the natural disasters will increase exponentially, and we do not know yet all the implications, citing the example of the drought afflicting Somalia and the floods that hit Pakistan.

"All these are signs of climate changing, which not only is happening, but also accelerating," he warned.

For his part, UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon underlined that "the climate change threatens world security," adding that famines and rising sea levels are all threats to peace and security."
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ONU-UNEP El cambio climático amenaza la paz internacional, advierte Ban

20 – 07 – 11

El impacto del cambio climático amenaza la paz y seguridad internacionales, alertó este miércoles el Secretario General de la ONU a los miembros del Consejo de Seguridad.

“Hoy mismo, Naciones Unidas declaró el estado de hambruna en dos regiones al sur de Somalia. Alrededor del mundo, cientos de millones de personas están en peligro debido a la falta de comida y agua, que amenaza las bases de la estabilidad local, nacional y global”, dijo Ban Ki-moon en un debate sobre este tema.

Urgió a los miembros del Consejo a aprovechar la Conferencia “Río+20” sobre Desarrollo Sostenible en junio del año que viene para aunar los temas de seguridad energética, alimentaria y agua.

Por su parte, el director ejecutivo del Programa de la ONU para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA), Achim Steiner, señaló que el cambio climático tiene el fuerte potencial de empujar a comunidades a competir por recursos naturales cada vez más escasos.

“En ese sentido, si observamos la inseguridad alimentaria, los desastres naturales, el potencial estallido de conflictos por los recursos naturales, así como la posible desaparición de naciones completas del mapa en un plazo de 50 a 100 años, tenemos que reconocer que el cambio climático es un asunto que se debe ser abordado no sólo en el campo de la ciencia y la tecnología, sino también desde una perspectiva geopolítica y de seguridad”, subrayó el especialista.

Agregó que el interrogante ya no es saber si el cambio climático es una amenaza a la seguridad, sino que más bien se trata de aprender a abordar el manejo de los riesgos para la comunidad internacional.

ONU- Nuevo Fondo de la FAO para apoyar biodiversidad ganadera

21 – 07 – 11

La Organización de la ONU para la Agricultura y la Alimentación, la FAO, recibió la primera donación para el nuevo Fondo destinado a ayudar a los países en desarrollo en la conservación y uso sostenible de sus razas ganaderas.

La iniciativa, que estará operativa en septiembre, permitirá financiar proyectos presentados por los países para la preservación de los recursos zoogenéticos.

La FAO indicó que el 21% de las más de 8.000 razas ganaderas existentes en el mundo están clasificadas como en peligro de extinción.

Agregó que contar con un amplio abanico de biodiversidad ganadera es crucial para la adaptación y el desarrollo de sistemas de producción agrícola frente a los desafíos del cambio climático y la creciente población mundial.

México- Entregan apoyos para reducción de emisiones en Selva Lacandona

20 – 07 – 11

La Secretaría de Medio Ambiente e Historia Natural entregó en la comunidad Ojo de Agua-Chankin los recursos destinados al proceso de Reducción de Emisiones por Deforestación y Degradación Evitada (REDD+).

Al ser la Selva Lacandona el segundo pulmón de oxígeno más importante del continente, el gobierno del estado, a través de esa dependencia, apoya cada mes a mil 668 comuneros que se convierten en guardianes de los recursos naturales.

La titular de la Secretaría de Medio Ambiente e Historia Natural, Lourdes Adriana López Moreno, indicó que esta es la séptima ocasión que se entregan los apoyos.

“Estamos avanzando en el proceso, ya tenemos firmados los convenios con bienes comunales para comenzar en breve con la capacitación a los comuneros encargados de realizar las actividades en campo que permitirán recabar la información necesaria referente a la captura de bióxido de carbono en esta región”, detalló en un comunicado.

Este programa, apuntó, busca que los habitantes puedan recibir un apoyo que permita mejorar las condiciones de vida pidiendo a cambio que procuremos no generar afectaciones a la Selva.

Con ello, el gobierno del estado pretende, en una primera etapa, reducir las emisiones de gases de efecto invernadero, derivadas por cambios de uso del suelo, deforestación y degradación, delimitando las salvaguardas y definiendo los co-beneficios sociales, culturales y de biodiversidad.

Uruguay- Empresa uruguaya construirá planta de biodiesel

20 – 07 – 11

Montevideo - La empresa Acoholes de Uruguay (ALUR) y la sueca Alfa Laval firmaron hoy un contrato para la edificación de una planta de biodiesel en Montevideo, a un costo de 25 millones de dólares.

Raúl Sendic, presidente de la entidad pública local ANCAP, propietaria del 90 por ciento de las acciones de ALUR, informó que la unidad estará operativa en el 2013 y elaborará al año 55 millones de litros del rubro.

De esta manera, abundó, la materia prima de la industria servirá para mezclarla con el gasoil y además fabricará 100 mil toneladas de alimento animal destinado a la obtención de carne y leche.

Según Sendic, la elección de la compañía escandinava tuvo su fundamento, además de los aspectos económicos, en que la tecnología permite procesar aceites de girasol, soja, canola y sebo.

ALUR ya cuenta con una instalación similar en esta capital, con un capacidad de 18 millones de litros de biodiesel anuales.

Panamá-Panamá será sede de la Comisión Ballenera Internacional en el 2012

19 – 07 – 11

El Vicepresidente y Ministro de Relaciones Exteriores, Juan Carlos Varela, anunció que la Comisión Ballenera Internacional (CBI) decidió, por aclamación, que la sede de su 64ª reunión anual se realizará en la Ciudad de Panamá, en junio de 2012.

Esta decisión fue adoptada en la recién finalizada reunión anual del 2011, que se llevó a cabo en Jersey, Reino Unido. La Comisión Ballenera Internacional fue establecida en 1946 y su objetivo es la conservación y manejo sostenible de las ballenas. En 1986 se aprobó una moratoria sobre la caza ballenera que sigue en efecto. En Panamá se reunirá durante dos semanas el Comité Científico, una semana los Sub-Comités y la semana final se llevará a cabo la reunión de los Comisión propiamente.

Panamá se ha convertido en un centro importante de conferencias mundiales intergubernamentales, fortaleciendo el compromiso del país con el sistema multilateral. Recientemente, en el mes de abril, se llevó a cabo la Asamblea de la Unión Interparlamentaria y en octubre de este año, se realizará la sesión intersesional de la Convención de Naciones Unidas sobre Cambio Climático.

La delegación de Panamá que asistió a Jersey, Reino Unido, para la reunión anual 63 de la Comisión Ballenera Internacional estuvo compuesta por el Comisionado Nacional ante la CBI, Tomás Guardia, Director General de Organismos y Conferencias Internacionales de la Cancillería, y el asesor científico Gabriel Despaigne.

México- Huracán Dora sube a categoría 4 frente a costas mexicanas

21 – 07 – 11

El huracán Dora se fortaleció este miércoles y subió a categoría cuatro -de un máximo de cinco- mientras avanzaba frente a las costas mexicanas sobre el oceáno Pacífico, azotándolas con fuertes lluvias y viento, informaron los servicios meteorológicos.

"Dora es el segundo huracán mayor de la temporada en el Pacífico nororiental, actualmente con categoría IV en la escala Saffir Simpson. Continúa su rápido desplazamiento paralelo a las costas del Pacífico mexicano", dijo el Servicio Meteorológico Nacional (SMN) en su último reporte.

El ciclón, el cuarto huracán de la temporada en el Pacífico, avanza en dirección oeste-noroeste paralelo a la costa a 26 km/h y alcanzó la categoría cuatro en la escala de cinco de Saffir Simpson, señaló el SMN.

Dora se encuentra a unos 375 km al sudoeste de la ciudad portuaria de Lázaro Cárdenas, en Michoacán (oeste) con vientos de hasta 215 km/h y rachas de 250 km/h, y podría seguir fortaleciéndose el jueves, añadió el servicio.

Aunque no se prevé que el sistema impacte en tierra, para la zona sur de la península de Baja California "se recomienda precaución, principalmente por los efectos de oleaje importante y lluvia ante lo cual se suspenden las actividades costeras y marítimas", dijo de su lado en un comunicado la secretaría de Gobernación (ministerio del interior).

Algunos modelos del Centro de Huracanes de Estados Unidos (NHC), con sede en Miami, sitúan al huracán en vías de afectar al lujoso balnerario de Cabo San Lucas, en la península de Baja California.

El Servicio Meteorógico Nacional (SMN) de México emitió un aviso de tormenta tropical para la costa en varios estados del sur y oeste, aconsejando a los navíos en la zona a tomar precauciones.

El huracán ha provocado oleaje elevado alcanza las costas de Oaxaca y Guerrero, en el sur del país, así como Michoacán y Colima, en el oeste, con condiciones que se extenderán hacia las playas de Jalisco.

Los estados de Colima, Jalisco (oeste) y Michoacán se encuentran en alerta amarilla, indicó el ministerio del Interior, que recomendó a la población mantenerse informada sobre la evolución del huracán.

Las autoridades de esos estados anunciaron medidas para atender emergencias como deslaves y cierres de carreteras, especialmente en las zonas afectadas previamente por fuerte precipitaciones el fin de semana antes del paso de Dora, las cuales dejaron cinco muertos y unos 200.000 damnificados.

El martes, dos niños de 7 y 9 años fueron rescatados luego de quedar bajo los escombros de una casa que se derrumbó por el deslave de un cerro en el municipio de Tehuantepec en Oaxaca.

El paso de Dora provocó que las lluvias se intensificaran en la región del istmo de Tehuantepec, una franja de 250 km que separa el Golfo de México (este) del oceáno Pacífico.

Al menos una veintena de comunidades de la región del istmo se encuentran incomunicadas porque sus caminos colapsaron por las lluvias, dijo a la AFP el director del Instituto Estatal de Protección Civil de Oaxaca, Manuel Maza Sánchez.

El primer huracán de la temporada, Arlene, causó al menos 16 muertes y fuertes lluvias en México, dejando cientos de miles de personas sin hogar.

En 2010 México fue afectado por la temporada de lluvias más copiosa desde que hay registro, según el gobierno.

Las tormentas tropicales y huracanes provocaron inundaciones y deslizamientos de tierra que mataron a 125 personas, dejaron a cientos de miles sin hogar y generaron daños superiores a los 4.000 millones de dólares.

Barbados- Energy Conservation Programme Coming

21 – 07 – 11

BRIDGETOWN - Government has plans under way to soon undertake a systematic public sector energy conservation and energy efficiency programme that will see a number of its buildings retrofitted to reduce its high energy bill.

This was revealed today by Minister of State in the Prime Minister's Office, Senator Darcy Boyce, who pointed out that the programme would commence on a phased basis

"Already, 15 buildings have been audited, and I wish to encourage the private sector to get on board with this effort, for it is evident that there can be significant savings from such an approach ... We will be seeking to replicate the success of the solar water heater industry by the use of roofs for the generation of solar electricity."

Mr. Boyce also disclosed that "Government will be shortly going out to tender for the supply and installation of photo-voltaic panels on the roofs of 20 Government-owned buildings, including several schools. We will be seeking to enter into strategic partnerships with energy service companies, which wish to lease the space of Government-owned buildings for the sale of electricity to these buildings and the sale of the excess electricity to the grid."

The Sustainable Energy Framework Project, as it is called, is envisioned to ‘promote investments' in energy efficiency and renewable energy, which will decrease Barbados' dependency on fossil fuels, improve energy security, reduce energy costs and enhance environmental stability.

"These objectives will translate into less foreign exchange spent on imports, more efficiency in our economy, and so to more growth; less fluctuation in energy prices, lower carbon emissions into the atmosphere of our country, less usage of our exhaustible resources, and a leg-up in the pursuit of the green economy that we have set as a goal," the Senator stressed.

Panamá-Ponen en práctica plan de energía eólica en Sarigua

21 – 07 – 11

SARIGUA, Herrera. -En el Parque Nacional Sarigua se está aprovechando la fuerza del viento para generar energía, según lo informó el director del lugar, Sebastián González Guevara.

La máxima autoridad del parque nacional explicó que hace una semana se puso a funcionar este proyecto de energía eólica, capaz de proveer de energía renovable limpia a la casa del visitante de la Autoridad Nacional del Ambiente (Anam) , ubicada en el sector de Puerto Limón de Parita, corregimiento cabecera de Parita.

Agregó que este proyecto también se utiliza como especie de un laboratorio para enseñarles educación ambiental a los estudiantes que periódicamente visitan el área.

González dijo que este proyecto de energía eólica es capaz de generar unos 400 vatios, gracias a que la velocidad del viento en esta zona es de 20 kilómetros por hora. “Es capaz de producir energía las 24 horas del día”, sostuvo.

No obstante, aclaró que este proyecto es más viable entre los meses de diciembre y abril.

El programa fue financiado por la Alianza de Energía y Medio Ambiente con Centroamérica, y el Proyecto de Cambio Climático y la Anam.

Las estadísticas indican que este parque es visitado anualmente por unas 5 mil 500 personas, tanto nacionales como extranjeros.

República Dominicana- Program To Protect Endangered Dominican Bird

21 – 07 – 11

PUNTA CANA - The Hispaniola Ornithological Society, the Punta Cana Ecological Foundation, the Ministry of the Environment and Natural Resources, along with The Peregrine Fund (TPF), recently announced the creation of a special program which hopes to protect the Hispaniola Hawk, an endemic bird currently on the endangered species list.

Only 300 birds are said to be in the island, with an important concentration of the species in the Punta Cana tourism region. The bird is currently on the endangered species list of the International Union for Nature Conservancy.

The project seeks to reintroduce the Hispaniola Hawk to the Punta Cana area in order to guarantee their survival. One of the areas to be used by the program is the Punta Cana Ecological Foundation (sponsored by the Puntacana Group, one of the country’s most important tourism consortiums).

The program will include educational activities in the surrounding communities in order to raise awareness among the local population on the importance of preserving this endemic bird.

Regional- CARICOM demands halt to passage of hazardous waste through Caribbean Sea

21 – 07 – 11

GEORGETOWN- Chairman of the Caribbean Community (CARICOM), Dr Denzil Douglas, prime minister of St Kitts and Nevis, has called for an immediate halt to the transit of radioactive material through the Caribbean Sea; a practice he said is “unacceptable and injurious.”

CARICOM Chairman and Prime Minister of St Kitts and Nevis, Dr Denzil Douglas

In a statement condemning the practice, Douglas said that it has become intolerable to the governments and people of the Caribbean, as it compromises its rich but fragile ecosystem, and puts at risk “the very existence of the people of the region”

The call to halt the transit of the waste through the Caribbean Sea has come in the wake of a new shipment of Vitrified High Level Waste that will leave the United Kingdom, this week, for Japan through the Caribbean.

Douglas said that CARICOM remains immutable in its opposition to the passage of shipments of such material through the Caribbean Sea, which is recognised by the United Nations as a special area in the context of sustainable development.

Regional- Desastres naturales amenazan la sobrevivencia de América Central

21 – 07 – 11

"El cambio climático no es una hipótesis, es algo que nos está golpeando muy fuertemente y este es el tema central (...) para todos los países de la región" Foto: Ilustrativa

Blanco de desastres naturales a repetición, América Central busca formas de escapar a una proyección de calamidades que le ha costado decenas de miles de millones de dólares y que amenaza con la miseria a generaciones aún no nacidas.

"El cambio climático no es una hipótesis, es algo que nos está golpeando muy fuertemente y este es el tema central (...) para todos los países de la región", dijo el ministro de Medio Ambiente de El Salvador, Herman Rosa Chávez, a la AFP horas antes de una cumbre regional que debatira ese tema.

Azotada regularmente por terremotos y la actividad caprichosa de centenares de volcanes, la región afronta ahora además la amenaza de hambrunas fruto de sequias devastadoras producidas por el cambio climático, y que se alternarán con inundaciones y deslaves más frecuentes.

En los últimos cuarenta años del siglo XX las catástrofes naturales dejaron en el itsmo 57.000 muertos, 123.000 heridos y 10 millones de desplazados, según un estudio de expertos de universidades europeas y latinoamericanas. Sólo el huracán Mitch y otros fenómenos naturales ocurridos entre 1996 y 1999 costaron 16.000 millones de dólares y provocaron la reducción de 1,3% del Producto Interno Bruto del área.Pero estas cifras son apenas un anticipo.

Para 2050 las pérdidas podrían superar el 10% del PIB regional y para 2100 el 54%, según una investigación de la Comisión Económica para América Latina (CEPAL) titulado "La economía del cambio climático".

"El estimado inicial del costo medible acumulado a 2100 (...), basado en los impactos en sector agrícola, recursos hídricos, biodiversidad, huracanes, tormentas e inundaciones, equivale a 73.000 millones de dólares (...) aproximadamente, 54% del PIB regional de 2008", consigna el estudio.

Con 43 millones de habitantes, la mitad de ellos sumidos en la pobreza tratar de reconstruir cada pocos años la infraestructura básica arrasada por lluvias, volcanes, vientos o temblores se vuelve una tarea imposible.

La mayor preocupación es que los Estados sacan recursos de los ya magros presupuestos de salud y educación, para construir por tercera vez en una década el mismo puente o la misma planta de agua. La amenaza es tal que la cumbre del Sistema de Integración Centroamericano (SICA) del viernes le dedicará gran parte de su agenda, compitiendo por la atención de expertos y políticos con el drama de la inseguridad, la mayor preocupacion para millones de centroamericanos que sobreviven en una región con índices de muertes violentas similares a las zonas en guerra. En ese marco, además, América Central inaugura este jueves en San Salvador la Base de Datos Climáticos de América Central (BDCAC), que incluye información diaria de lluvia y temperatura de los últimos 30 años.

Esta base, financiada por el Banco Interamericano de Desarrollo, "facilitará la evaluación del riego climático" y "permitirá además a los países reducir sus costos de operación" informó el SICA.

El desafío con el cambio climático es "cómo logramos que la región se prepare de mejor manera frente a este problema para reducir los riesgos", dijo el ministro salvadoreño Chávez.

En las últimas tres décadas, según la CEPAL, los desastres registran un crecimiento anual estimado de 5% respecto a la década de los setenta. En los últimos 20 años los huracanes que golpearon el área se quintuplicaron respecto de los 20 años precedentes, y las inundaciones se triplicaron.

Según CEPAL "el cambio climático es una seria amenaza para las sociedades centroamericanas por sus múltiples impactos previstos en la población y en los sectores productivos" y en terminos fiscales, "afectará las finanzas públicas por varias generaciones".

"Para nosotros es fundamental fijar una posición sobre la vulnerabilidad que tenemos para que sea compensada, porque nosotros no somos generadores del cambio climático pero nosotros lo estamos pagando", comentó a la AFP el asesor del ministerio de Medio Ambiente de Guatemala, Carlos Noriega.

Noriega estimó que "los países generadores del cambio climático deben ser solidarios con la región (y) reconocernos los daños que hemos sufrido en la última década".

En 2009, previo a la COP 15 de Copenhague, los países centroamericanos habían estimado en 105.000 millones de dólares el perjuicio sufrido por el cambio climático.

Global- Kenia quema casi 5 toneladas de marfil y condena la caza furtiva de elefantes

21 – 07 – 11

El presidente de Kenia, Mwai Kibaki, ha prendido fuego a casi cinco toneladas de colmillos de marfil, cuyo valor en el mercado asciende a 16 millones de dólares (12 millones de euros), como símbolo de condena de la caza furtiva de elefantes.

Según publica hoy el "Daily Nation", principal diario de Kenia, Kibaki protagonizó el simbólico gesto este miércoles en la Escuela de Protección de la Flora y Fauna de Kenia, en la región de Manyani (este del país).

El jefe de Estado encendió una gran hoguera con un palo que llevaba adherido a un extremo un tejido empapado de combustible, y ardieron 335 colmillos de elefante y más de 41.000 tallas de marfil.

El marfil fue confiscado por las autoridades de Singapur en 2002 y transportado en 2004 a Kenia, donde unas pruebas de ADN determinaron que su origen se encontraba en Malaui, Tanzania y Zambia.

"Con la quema de este marfil de contrabando, enviamos un claro mensaje a los cazadores furtivos y los comerciantes ilegales sobre nuestra determinación colectiva de luchar contra ese delito en nuestra región y más allá", subrayó Kibaki.

"No nos podemos relajar y permitir que las redes criminales destruyan nuestro futuro", añadió el presidente ante la multitud que acudió a ver la pira.

Es la tercera vez que se destruye en África un acopio de marfil, pues el expresidente keniano Daniel Arap Moi prendió una hoguera para eliminar ese material en 1989 y el Gobierno de Zambia hizo lo propio en 1992.

Según el "Daily Nation", la población de elefantes en Kenia había descendido en 1989 hasta 16.000, en comparación con los 167.000 ejemplares contabilizados en los años setenta del siglo pasado.

Sin embargo, las autoridades kenianas lograron revertir esa tendencia y la población de elefantes actual se cifra en 37.000 animales.

Pese al simbolismo de las quemas de marfil, la conservacionista de elefantes Soila Sayialel, empleada del Parque Nacional de Amboseli, en la frontera de Kenia con Tanzania, cree que hay que dar un paso más y endurecer las leyes contra la caza furtiva.

"Los gobiernos -afirmó Sayialel- pueden quemar marfil para que haya una mayor concienciación, pero a menos que tengamos leyes más duras, el peligro seguirá ahí".

Global- Una base de datos de plantas ayudará a predecir los efectos del cambio global

21 – 07 – 11

La mayor base de datos de plantas del mundo, que se ha publicado en la revista 'Global Change Biology', ayudará a predecir los efectos del cambio climático en los ecosistemas y a mitigar sus efectos, además de facilitar la investigación en ecología.

El Centro de Investigación Ecológica y Aplicaciones Forestales (Creaf) de la Universidad Autónoma de Barcelona (UAB) y el Centro Superior de Investigaciones Científicas (CSIC) han colaborado durante cuatro años con científicos de 105 instituciones de todo el mundo para recoger y ordenar tres millones de datos de 69.000 especies de plantas silvestres, representativas de las 300.000 descritas en la actualidad, ha informado el Creaf en un comunicado.

El conocido como proyecto TRY garantizará unas buenas simulaciones de los efectos del cambio climático en la distribución y las propiedades de la vegetación, y ayudará a entender cómo la biodiversidad afecta conjuntamente a la estructura, el funcionamiento y el servicio de los ecosistemas.

Además, esta base de datos sobre las características de las plantas puede ser útil para comprobar, con informaciones reales, teorías e hipótesis ecológicas controvertidas.

La iniciativa se ha desarrollado en el marco del Programa Internacional Geosfera-Biosfera (IGBP) y del programa internacional para el estudio de la biodiversidad (Diversitas).

Global- Comprobado: contaminación ambiental daña leche materna

21 – 07 – 11

Varios de los tóxicos encontrados en la leche poseen propiedades disruptoras endocrinas, lo que significa que actúan como hormonas femeninas, generando problemas en el desarrollo del aparato reproductor masculino

No es tan raro imaginarse que gestar un bebé en medio de una metrópoli con altos niveles de contaminación puede no ser la mejor idea, y lo mismo pasaría con las estufas a parafina o los braseros dentro de las casas. Pero para los que pensaban que esto eran sólo teorías, un estudio ha comprobado que mientras más contaminado está el ambiente, de peor calidad es la leche materna.

La investigación la hicieron en el Instituto Marqués, centro de ginecología y obstetricia de Barcelona, y descubrieron que la exposición a contaminación ambiental provoca un aumento de sustancias tóxicas en la leche materna. Estas toxinas llegan al bebé y pueden provocar cambios como bajas en la concentración de espermatozoides en los hombres.

Según han afirmado desde el Instituto, con esta investigación se está comprobando que la transmisión de tóxicos durante la lactancia puede ser clave para entender los motivos de la infertilidad masculina.

Varios de los tóxicos encontrados en la leche poseen propiedades disruptoras endocrinas, lo que significa que actúan como hormonas femeninas, generando problemas en el desarrollo del aparato reproductor masculino. Algunas de estas sustancias, además, son contaminantes que están prohibidos hace años (incluso décadas) en todo el mundo, por peligrosos, pero aun hoy siguen dando vueltas en la tierra, el agua, el aire y los animales.

Así que yendo al grano, si va a tener un bebé, y tiene la posibilidad, váyase a gestarlo y criarlo a algún lugar donde todavía se pueda vivir sin respirar metales pesados (smog) todo el día.

Global-Our moment to change the course of history

19 – 07 – 11

Britain’s brightest hopes for the London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games today spoke of their desire to make it the greenest sporting event yet, writes Mark Prigg

Athletes such as the cyclist Victoria Pendleton, double gold medal-winning swimmer Ellie Simmonds and dressage rider Natasha Baker all believe they can set a positive example for their fans, friends and family by doing their bit for the environment ahead of the Games.

They have been leading by example as part of EDF Energy’s Team Green Britain, which aims to inspire schoolchildren, companies and individuals across the UK by adopting lifestyle changes such as sharing car journeys with team-mates, establishing composting bins for organic waste and even washing their clothes less often.

They have even encouraged energy-saving competition between schools through the Pod scheme, which has seen 2.5 million schoolchildren sign up to games, talks and videos about saving energy.

Related articles

Pendleton is aiming to defend her Beijing gold medal next year at the London Velodrome, the construction of which was completed this February. She says she started cycling about the same time that she started to walk, as a result of her father being a keen cyclist. She has always been an advocate of greener lifestyles. “I’ve always been quite environmentally conscious, and I’ve always made sure I turn things off at the plug – it’s almost verging on OCD [obsessive compulsive disorder], in fact,” she admits. “It’s something that I’ve always felt responsible about, and I’ve always felt that I need to do my bit.

“At home I don’t waste energy, I don’t make unnecessary journeys in the car, and try and share car lifts with team mates who live locally. I even have a compost heap, and I recycle absolutely everything, which is something that’s always been normal for me.”

It was a natural step for Pendleton to sign up to be an EDF Team Green Britain ambassador. “When EDF approached me, I really thought this was something that interested me and that I’m the right person for this... I feel a lot of moral responsibility for doing your bit.”

According to Pendleton, athletes are perfectly suited to turning their lives green. “Athletes have a tendency to do things to the extreme – when we do things, we do them 100 per cent. As an athlete you have to be extremely conscious of your actions, everything in your life – your food, your sleep – counts towards your performance,” she says. “You can’t be lazy, because it will fundamentally affect your performance, and that’s the difference between being OK and being good. I think that’s why a lot of us have really embraced environmental issues.”

She says that planning is vital, but admits to finding it frustrating when people complain that they simply don’t have the time to recycle. “Planning is the key, and I find it really frustrating when people says it’s a bit of a chore – if you’re going to go to the supermarket there are a lot of recycling bits there – it just requires a bit of planning. There are also gadgets like the EDF EcoManager, which let you switch off all your appliances at once, and makes life a lot easier.”

However, Pendleton, who is planning to get married after the 2012 Games, admits that her partner does suffer the brunt of her eco-consciousness. “My fiancé tells me I nag for switching everything off, but I tell him it’s for his own good.”

Marc McCarroll is hoping to compete in both the singles and doubles wheelchair tennis tournaments, which will be held at Eton Manor, in the north of the Olympic Park at Stratford. "We’re at the start of the qualifying period for 2012, so it’s a case of getting as many points as possible,” he says.

McCarroll is a recent convert to tennis, but has quickly risen through the world rankings to become one of Britain’s brightest medal hopes. “I’ve only been playing for five years, since I had a car accident in 2003. I had never played tennis before, but really enjoyed it, although I also tried basketball and swimming as well.

When it was announced that London had won the 2012 Games, I was relatively new to the sport, and it was a real dream to play there. As time has gone one, it’s become more and more of a realistic target. I’m fairly confident of a medal in doubles, but in singles it’s very tough, and a lot will depend on the day.”

McCarroll currently trains for five days a week, and has shot up the wheelchair tennis world rankings. “I’m fairly confident that I’ll qualify,” he says. “I’m currently 19th in the world, and I need to be in the top 48 to qualify, so it’s nice to get a good start. Hopefully I can stay there, and then for the rest of the year I hopefully won’t be stressing about qualifying.”

He has also been working with EDF to reduce his carbon footprint, and has visited several schools in London as a green ambassador. “I’ve been involved with EDF for a year, and it’s been a really interesting time. Personally, it’s made a big difference to my life. The main change has actually been with my washing. I used to come back from a tournament, and do half a wash. Now I wait for my sister, and do far less. I always used to leave the television and computer on standby as well, and I no longer do that after seeing how much it costs. I’m converting the rest of the family as well, but it’s hard to make them realise – using a power monitor made it very easy, as you can show them how much money they’ll save.

“I’ve just won my last competition before European selection, which is great, and everything is already planned out for 2012,” she says. “It’s very exciting. It’s a huge deal, I watched the Sydney 2000 Olympic and Paralympic Games with my parents, and said to my parents I wanted to compete, and to have the opportunity to compete on home soil in front of a home crowd is just amazing. Just to be there will be amazing, but to compete will be just out of this world.”

Miss Baker initially considered entering the swimming competition, before deciding on dressage as her event. “I can’t jump to save my life, and I thought that dressage was so elegant that I wanted to try it. It’s all about control, and horse and rider have to work together – you can’t have a relationship with a ball. It’s a difficult event. They are horses, they are not perfect, and we are not perfect, but you do your best.”

Baker’s current horse, JP, has since become a part of the family after they built stables and an arena for him on the family 28-acre farm in Uxbridge. “Everyone is always amazed there is a farm 10 minutes from Heathrow. But it’s been in our family for three generations, and it’s a livery yard, so I work with my mum there, although my job is mostly my riding.

“Since the beginning of May, I’ve been out every single week either training or at an event, it’s been insane. I’ve been living in a horsebox for so long that I sometimes forget what my own bed looks like. [But] it’s great fun, and we do it as a family unit.”

However, recent months have seen the family farm given a sustainability-driven makeover as part of Baker’s work with EDF. “I’m quite new with EDF, and it’s been an amazing process, they’ve really opened my eyes. Before we used to leave everything on standby, and not really think about it. I spent a week having my electricity usage monitored, it was phenomenal how much we were wasting. I used to leave the phone charger in all day “We’ve now got a pound jar in the house – if anyone leaves an appliance on, they have to put money in. We don’t know what we’ll do with it, although it will probably be something horsey,” she says. “It’s really filtered through to the whole family and the farm. We’re really into recycling, and we recycle rainwater in they yard, and use it for washing the horses down, it’s incredibly handy and saves tap water.”

As the construction projects near completion at the Olympic stadiums, Baker has already been lucky enough to compete in the Greenwich arena where she hopes to claim gold next year. “To actually ride there was phenomenal, I’ve never had an experience like it. The facilities are out of this world and there is just nothing negative to say about it. It’s going to be an amazing Games,” she explains.

The Paralympic dressage team will also be defending a unique record. “There’s a lot of pressure as it’s a home Games, and since the Paralympics started in 1996 in Atlanta we are unbeaten, so we need to keep our gold medal as a team. Quite a few of my friends have applied for tickets, so I’m hoping there will be quite a crowd behind me – everyone is really excited about it.”

Ellie Simmonds

Double-gold-medal-winning-swimmer Ellie Simmonds has turned to cycling to do her bit for the environment. “I like to ride my bike to and from training, as it makes me feel like I have done my bit for the environment, and at the same time helps with my health and fitness,” she said.

She admits that she is just as excited about watching the rest of the events at the London 2012 Games as she is to be competing in them. “I’ll be watching it all on television, as we will be in our final preparation [phase] for the Paralympics in a holding camp. I am going to be watching Usain Bolt in the 100m [sprint] and the Michael Phelps versus Ian Thorpe rematch [in the swimming].”

Simmonds, who says Michael Phelps is her idol, says that she hopes the Games will bring about a major change in the lives of British people. “I think that the focus on sustainability and the legacy [of the Games] will inspire us as a nation to become more active,” she explains.

“It’s important for everyone to think about the environment and to do their bit. I want to make sure that I can look back and say that I had a positive effect on improving the environment,” says Simmonds. “I think that 2012 will also give London good, much-needed facilities that will be put to use afterwards by an inspired next generation of athletes, as well as a lovely new park. I visited it two years ago and it looked awesome, but since then I’ve driven past it a couple of times and I can’t wait to go there for real next year. My aims are hopefully to qualify and then swim to my best, which should mean that I can do well in the London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games.”
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UNEP or UN in the news
Planet Ark: West, Russia Divided On U.N. Council Climate Role

21 July 2011
Western nations clashed with Russia and developing countries on Wednesday over whether climate change was a security matter meriting the attention of the Security Council, the most powerful U.N. body.

Diplomats said Russia initially blocked the adoption of a statement on the issue by the 15-nation council, but later agreed to a revised, weakly worded text that spoke of the "possible security implications" of climate change.

The dispute came as the council formally debated the environment for the first time in four years and followed dire warnings by a senior U.N. official that global warming was speeding up, with unpredictable consequences.

In the debate called by Germany, this month's council president, Western speakers said increasing aridity caused by climate change had contributed to conflicts in Sudan's Darfur region and in Somalia, where the United Nations said famine had hit two areas.

U.S. Ambassador Susan Rice said Washington strongly believed the council "has an essential responsibility to address the clear-cut peace and security implications of a changing climate," and should "start now."

Speaking while negotiations on the statement were still deadlocked, Rice charged that the message of the council's silence to countries threatened by climate-induced disasters would be "in effect, 'Tough luck.'"

"This is more than disappointing. It's pathetic. It's shortsighted, and frankly it's a dereliction of duty."

But Russian envoy Alexander Pankin said Moscow was "skeptical" about attempts to put the implications of climate change on the council's agenda, which is defined as dealing with threats to international peace and security.

"We believe that involving the Security Council in a regular review of the issue of climate change will not bring any added value whatsoever and will merely lead to further increased politicization of this issue and increased disagreements between countries," he said.

AGENDA CREEP

Western diplomats said Russia's statement reflected long-standing concerns about Security Council agenda "creep."

Temporary council members India and Brazil also said they doubted whether the body should be involved. Indian Ambassador Hardeep Singh Puri said the council "does not have the wherewithal to address the situation."

Developing countries railed against what they said was an attempt by the big-power club to muscle in on the territory of the 193-nation General Assembly and U.N. agencies specifically devoted to climate change.

But President Marcus Stephen of Nauru, one of several small Pacific island states threatened by rising sea levels blamed on climate change, called on the council to request appointment of a U.N. special envoy for climate and security.

The statement eventually agreed did not take up that proposal but expressed "concern that possible adverse effects of climate change may, in the long run, aggravate certain existing threats to international peace and security."

It also asked U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon to include information on possible climate change impacts in his regular reports on world troublespots.

Western diplomats said the fact that any statement was agreed was an advance on the last council debate on the issue in 2007. "This was a good day today for climate security," German Ambassador Peter Wittig told reporters.

Earlier, Achim Steiner, head of the U.N. Environment Program, said climate change was advancing faster than attempts to contain it through slow-moving U.N.-led negotiations on greenhouse gas emissions targets and other measures.

He quoted projections that some parts of the world would see 5.4 to 7.2 degree Fahrenheit (3 or 4 degree Celsius) temperature rises this century while negotiators seek to set a 3.6 degree Fahrenheit (2 degree Celsius) target; that sea levels could rise by 3 feet (1 meter) this century; and that natural disasters could "increase exponentially."

"The world is confronted with a global warming scenario that is already well beyond where we believe we might be able to manage these changes and trends if we will be able to conclude our negotiations," Steiner told the council.

Reuters: IEA says no request for further oil release

21 July 2011
The United States and other industrialized nations have not requested a second release of emergency oil supplies, the head of the International Energy Agency said on Thursday, hours before a decision is due to be made.

IEA members agreed to release 60 million barrels in emergency stockpiles last month, only the third release in the agency's history, as concern grew in consumer countries that high oil prices were hurting a fragile global economy.

Oil prices fell after the release but have since moved higher, raising the possibility the IEA would boost world supplies of oil once again.

"No country asked me to release additional barrels," the IEA's executive director, Nobuo Tanaka, told Reuters in an interview. "We will decide probably in a matter of hours."

A decision to release stocks has to be backed by a unanimous decision of the IEA's 28 members, who include the United States, Germany, France, Britain and Japan.

Oil prices fell more than 10 percent in the days after the IEA shocked world markets by announcing the emergency release of supplies on June 23.

The day before that decision Brent crude was trading around $114 a barrel. On Thursday it was changing hands at $117.58.

Tanaka said oil market fundamentals were tightening despite the release of the stockpiles, which he said were moving to market at the rate of about 600,000 barrels per day (bpd).

"We have to monitor the situation very carefully," Tanaka said. "We know the market has been tightening as we had predicted."

The agency would be flexible and would be ready to act and release more oil if necessary, Tanaka said. IEA members hold more than 4 billion barrels of oil in stock, of which nearly 1.6 billion barrels are held for emergency purposes only.

The IEA said in June the release of reserves would cover the gap in supply resulting from the conflict in OPEC-member Libya. The IEA had planned to release the stocks at a rate of around 2 million barrels per day (bpd).

Tanaka though said that since around 600,000 bpd was reaching markets, the drawdown would probably continue in August.

The IEA estimated demand for OPEC crude in the third quarter would exceed the producer group's June supply by 1.3 million bpd. So IEA strategic reserves would fill about half the gap through August.

Critics of the June decision said at the time the move could aggravate consumer relations with OPEC, which produces around 29 million bpd, or about a third of global needs.

U.S. Republicans said the release of stocks was an ill-timed misuse of emergency supplies when oil prices were already 20 percent below their peak.

Tanaka defended the IEA decision. He suggested the action had alleviated price pressures on light crude, similar to the type of oil produced by Libya, because its price differentials had come down compared with heavier crude.

"Downstream refining margins are definitely improving," he said. "So we think we are successfully impacting the market by the release. We could say that prices could have been higher, much higher, if we hadn't made any strategic release of stocks."

SAUDI ARABIA

The release of emergency stocks in June coincided with policymaker concerns that high oil prices would choke off the world's fragile recovery from the global financial crisis.

U.S. President Barack Obama was under pressure domestically as retail gasoline prices climbed to $4 a gallon. OPEC refused to increase supplies to assuage consumer concerns at a meeting in June.

Having failed to convince fellow members of the producer group of the need for more supplies, Saudi Arabia, OPEC's biggest producer by far, increased its exports unilaterally.

Tanaka said the kingdom was expected to increase its output to as much as 10 million barrels per day in July. That would be around 200,000 bpd higher than June's output, he said.

A Reuters survey of OPEC output estimated Saudi Arabia's output in June at 9.4 million bpd and OPEC's total production at 29.45 million bpd.

Before June, the last emergency release of supplies by the IEA was in 2005 when Hurricane Katrina devastated oil infrastructure in the U.S. Gulf of Mexico.

The only other release in the 37-year history of the IEA was at the time of the first Gulf War.

Sources had said that Germany and Italy were expected to oppose any further IEA emergency oil reserve release because they were not much in favor of the decision in June.

The agency, part of the Paris-based OECD, was formed in response to the 1973/74 oil crisis and promotes energy diversity and efficiency.

UN News Centre: UNEP Chief Addresses UN Security Council Debate on Climate Change and Security

20 July 2011. 

Address by UN Under-Secretary-General and UNEP Executive Director Achim Steiner at UN Security Council Debate on the impact of climate change on maintaining international peace and security, 20 July 2011.
Mr. President,

Mr. Secretary-General,

Distinguished Members of the Security Council,

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Thank you for inviting me to address this debate of the Security Council on security and climate change? The second such debate you have held in the past four years.

My presentation today will focus on how our current understanding of the Earth's changing climate has profound implications for global stability and security. In revising and presenting the available evidence I wish to highlight three perspectives which are particularly relevant to this debate:

1. Science of climate change: What are the implications of what we know and do not know for interpreting future scenarios? How significant are "tipping points" and feedback mechanisms in interpreting the impact of climate change on our economies, societies and the Earth's life support systems?

2. Climate change as a threat multiplier: The scale and pace of climate change acts as a multiplier which could result in simultaneous and unprecedented impacts on where we can settle, grow food, maintain our built-up infrastructure, or rely on functioning ecosystems. Managing the potential disruption, displacement and adaptation to phenomena such as sea-level rise or extreme weather events, represents a profound challenge to sustainable development at the local, national and international level - both in economic and geopolitical terms.

3. Managing the risks of climate change: Uncertainty will continue to define our response to climate change. By its very nature, both in terms of its causes and its effects, climate change requires a global response. Accelerating the transition towards a low carbon future is but one dimension of reducing future risks. However, we must also develop a risk management strategy which anticipates and addresses the capacity of the international community to cope with significant disruptions to our societies which, left unaddressed, carry within them the seeds of tensions, chaos and conflict.

Underpinning the question of whether there is a link between climate change and security is the science.

Let us all acknowledge from the outset that the world does not have perfect knowledge on current or future climate change.

Determining the contribution of rising greenhouse gases in respect to an event such as the severe drought currently affecting the Horn of Africa is a challenge.

There may be a climate change signature, but there is also natural variation and wider environmental change underway, such as deforestation, land degradation and over exploitation of other natural resources such as freshwaters.

But human beings have never planned strategies or responses based on 100 per cent certainty, rather we make decisions based on risk assessments-intuitively when as an individual we cross a road, or deliberately when Governments or companies make decisions from economic planning and infrastructure to emerging security concerns.

Risk Assessments

The principal risk assessments in respect to climate change are the reports of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), hosted by UNEP and the World Meteorological Organization.

Its work is in turn based on the research of thousands upon thousands of scientists from government and university-linked institutes from across the globe.

The fourth assessment report of the IPCC in 2007 concluded that it was "unequivocal" that the Earth is warming and that human activities play a role in this change. 

Among its many findings then was that 11 of the last 12 years rank among the 12 hottest years on record.

Over the last 50 years, "cold days, cold nights, and frost have become less frequent, while hot days, hot nights, and heat waves have become more frequent."

The linear warming trend over the last 50 years of, on average 0.13°C per decade, is nearly twice that for the last 100 years. The total temperature increase from the period 1850 to 1899 to the period 2001 to 2005 has been 0.76°C.

Among the IPCC's other findings in 2007 was that storms and cyclones have become more intense over the past 30 years and that droughts, especially in the tropics and sub-tropics, have become more frequent with implications for food security.

Thermal expansion of the oceans is contributing to sea-level rise of on average 1.8 mm a year since the 1960s. Since 1978 satellites show that the extent of summer Arctic sea ice has fallen by 20 per cent.

Irrespective of the specific causes and drivers, there is clear evidence that our climate is changing and that the pace and scale of that change is accelerating in many areas.

Newly Emerging Science

The IPCC's fifth assessment will be released in 2013/2014, but already many teams of scientists claim the forecasts and scenarios of future climate change in the fourth IPCC assessment are being overtaken.

For example, recent conclusions from the Snow, Water, Ice and Permafrost in the Arctic report of the Arctic Monitoring and Assessment Programme (AMAP), published in May, point to likely global sea-level rise of close to a meter or more by the end of the century as a result of, for example, faster melting of the Greenland ice sheets. 

This compares with the 0.18 and 0.59 meters forecast by the IPCC four years ago.

A one-meter rise in sea level could, for example, flood 17 per cent of Bangladesh's land area; threaten large parts of coastal cities such as Lagos, Cape Town and elsewhere and overwhelm, along with storm surges, small island developing States from the Maldives to Tuvalu.

The Copenhagen Diagnosis of 2009, designed as an update on the IPCC's fourth assessment, identified the potential for a temperature rise by 2100 of as much as seven degrees C if there is no action to cut emissions. 

In a series of papers published last year by the Royal Society of the United Kingdom, some researchers suggest a worst case scenario of a 4 degree C temperature rise by around 2060, with perhaps even higher rises in regions like southern Europe and North Africa. 

What the newly emerging science is in many ways pointing to is also tipping points, sudden and perhaps irreversible changes accompanied by feedback mechanisms?an Arctic free of summer ice by 2030, for example, could reduce the amount of sunlight reflected back into space leading to more heat absorbed by the Earth. 

Another, related feedback mechanism is the thawing of the permafrost in the Arctic which in turn might trigger releases of ancient, stored carbon from the tundra. 

One study led by scientists at the universities of Florida, California and Alaska has suggested that unchecked climate change might cause close to 100 billion tonnes of "old carbon" to be released from melting permafrost this century. This would have a warming affect equivalent to 270 years of carbon dioxide emissions at current levels. 

In respect to food security, temperature rises alone may be more severe in impact than previously thought. A paper this year in Nature Climate Change has tapped previously un-utilized data from more than 20,000 maize trials in Africa. 

It has concluded that roughly 65 per cent of present maize-growing areas in Africa would experience yield losses for a one degree C warming even under optimal rain-fed management.

Mr. President, 

What the ever evolving scenarios and scientific findings suggest are continuing, accelerating and even "tipping point" trends linked to environmental change, including climate change.

These, suggest experts, have fundamental implications for weather, settlements, infrastructure, food insecurity and lives, livelihoods and development.

This is happening in a world of close to seven billion people, rising to over nine billion by 2050 and on a planet where resource constraints are rapidly emerging. 

There can be many ways to deal with climate change: one definitively would be the adoption of mitigation measures to address one of the causes of the change, which is the increase of greenhouse gas emissions; another would be to deal with the change via adaptation measures.

In a world where population is rapidly rising, the sustainable use of resources becomes an imperative.

Indeed according to UNEP's International Resource Panel, consumption of several key natural resources could triple by 2050 to 140 billion tonnes unless that consumption is decoupled from economic growth. 

This gives rise to security concerns in its own right as witnessed by the public protests in countries such as Argentina, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Egypt, Haiti, India, Indonesia, Mauritania and Peru in 2008 when a range of factors coalesced including price spikes in food allied to shortages in some places. 

Many experts argue that climate change will aggravate or amplify existing security concerns and give rise to new ones, especially but not exclusively in already fragile and vulnerable nations.

Nationally and regionally climate change has the potential to sharply intensify human displacement bringing communities into increasing competition for finite natural resources with world-wide repercussions for the stability of the global economy.

Mr. President,

When one looks at the links between climate change and security, perhaps one might focus on three areas:

Natural Disasters

Sea-level rise, accompanied by storm surges and other extreme weather events, represents a key threat to the security let alone the future viability of small island States and low-lying coastal zones.

A World Bank study has estimated that a one-meter sea-level rise would affect 84 developing countries alone. 

In 1998, Hurricane Mitch impacted Honduras with 290km/hour winds and three meter waves. Nearly one meter of rain fell on the region.

An estimated 70-80 per cent of Honduras's transportation infrastructure was destroyed and existing maps of the country were rendered obsolete. 

President Carlos Roberto Flores said at the time that the hurricane had destroyed 50 years of progress in the country and caused US$3.8 billion of damage. 

Last month the Norwegian Refugee Council and the Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre (IDMC) estimated that "sudden natural disasters" displaced 42 million people in 2010. 

In 2010, over 90 per cent of disaster displacement within countries was caused by climate-related hazards, primarily floods and storms. Climate scenarios expect such weather events to increase and or intensify as a result of accelerating climate change.

The UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) and the IDMC have suggested that at least 36 million people were displaced in 2008 due to "sudden-onset natural disasters" of which over 20 million were displaced due to sudden on-set of weather-related disasters. 

"Research from other sources suggests that many millions of people are also displaced annually as a result of climate-related, slow-onset disasters such as drought," their report says.

Recent studies have found that up to 12 per cent of the world GDP is already at risk from existing climate patterns. For example, the value of GDP exposed to tropical cyclones alone more than tripled from US$525.7 billion in the 1970s to US$1.6 trillion in the first decade of the 2000s. 

Food Insecurity

Natural disasters challenge food security in several ways-loss of productive land from sea-level rise, destruction of crops and damage to food distribution networks.

Meanwhile, we now live in a world so interconnected that a drought or a flood in one part of the globe one day can challenge supply chains and move commodity markets the next.

Some of the emerging temperature rise scenarios may also challenge the basic ability of some parts of the world to practice agriculture as a result of crops being unable to tolerate new climatic conditions or, for example, as a result of the drying out of forests?natural systems that recycle nutrients needed to grow crops and which are also the font of many rivers needed for irrigation.

The IPCC's 2007 assessment, for example, concluded that "Up to 40% of the Amazonian forests could react drastically to even a slight reduction in precipitation".

In an open letter, published in March last year, Brazilian and American scientists carrying out research in the Amazon outlined findings from the 2005 drought that confirmed a large surge in tree mortality alongside sharp increases in forest fires. 

Meanwhile, many fish stocks are already depleted as a result of over fishing. Higher surface sea temperatures can also affect fish stocks. Higher sea temperatures in the North Atlantic have been linked to declines in copepods, creatures towards the base of the food chain upon which young fish such as cod rely for food.

Higher sea surface temperatures are also likely to threaten coral reefs?key ecosystems linked to healthy fish stocks. 500 million people in developing countries rely on fisheries and aquaculture for livelihoods. 

Conflicts over Resources

Competition over scarce water and land, exacerbated by regional changes in climate, are already a key factor in local-level conflicts in Darfur, the Central African Republic, northern Kenya, and Chad, for example-when livelihoods are threatened by declining natural resources, people either innovate, flee or can be brought into conflict. 

In total, 145 countries share one or more international river basins. Changes in water flows, amplified by climate change, could be a major source of tension between States, especially those that lack the capacity for co-management and cooperation. 

Changing glacial melt patterns will have major implications for populations living downstream of mountain regions like the Hindu-Kush, the Pamirs and the Andes, while key river systems such as the Nile, Mekong and the Tigris-Euphrates could all be affected by changes in water supply.

As climate change opens up access to natural resources in the Arctic, including major untapped reserves of oil, gas and minerals, how will increasing competition for ownership and access be managed? Can new forms of environmental diplomacy address such transboundary risks or are territorial sovereignty issues likely to increase political tensions?

Mr. President,

Today's debate does not come in a vacuum. Only three weeks ago the High-Level Panel of Experts on Food Security and Nutrition of the UN Food and Agricultural Organization launched a new study on climate change and food security. 

UNEP is a partner with the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization and the Scientific Committee on Problems of the Environment, working on framing a response to the climate change and food challenge issue with the Global Environmental Change and Food Systems initiative hosted by Oxford University.

The China Geological Survey Institute, under the Government's Ministry of Land and Resources, is drafting new water conservation policies as a result of recent assessment of glacial melt in Qinhgai-Tibet Plateau.

The researchers, from the Qinghai Provincial Geological Research Institute and the Beijing-based China University of Geosciences, estimated that the area of glaciers at the headwaters of the Yangtze Rivers had declined from over 1,200 square km to close to 1,000 square km since the 1970s. 

Similar retreats are being seen across the Andes, with concern for water supplies to cities such as La Paz and Quito, considered high in 10 to 20 years time.

Earlier this month the Environment and Security initiative (ENVSEC) published a comprehensive assessment of the Amu Darya river basin in Central Asia and measures for improved cooperation between Afghanistan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan.

ENVSEC is a partnership between several UN agencies and the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe.

Its conclusion was that tensions over this shared water resource?Central Asia's longest river-are likely to intensify as a result of historical legacies but also emerging ones such as planned hydropower projects; irrigation demands and climate change with temperatures forecast to rise by 2-3 degrees C over the next 50 years or so. 

Meanwhile, countries in the Sahel including Burkina Faso, the Gambia and Mauritania have also recognized the security implications of climate change and natural resource conflicts in their national policies and adaptation plans. A number of developed and developing countries alike have also reflected these risks in their national security strategies and defense plans.

These in many ways are intertwined with wider challenges and opportunities facing each and every economy?how can countries, at different points in their development path, work together on a transformative agenda on what is now being termed a low carbon economy?or more broadly defined as a resource efficient Green Economy?

Not as a break on development, but as a catalyst for investing and re-investing in the kinds of clean tech industries that produce markedly less greenhouse gas emissions and thus reduce the risks of dangerous climate change, while also more intelligently and sustainably investing in, and managing, our ecological infrastructure (for example, forest ecosystems which enhance resilience and store carbon) that will be central to a more stable, equitable and peaceful world.

This will be a key focus of Rio+20, taking place in June next year 20 years after the Rio Earth Summit of 1992, where the Green Economy in the context of sustainable development and poverty eradication, is one of the two major themes.

Implications for Maintaining Global Stability and Security

The question today is what kind of supportive or strategic role could or should the United Nations play in this landscape, assuming that Member States consider climate change to be a phenomenon with potentially profound implications for global security and stability in the future.

Mr. President,

If we look at the history of peacekeeping operations mandated by the Security Council, we find that 10 operations costing a total of US$35 billion dollars have been deployed to countries where natural resources have played a key role in the conflict. 

This figure represents half of the total peacekeeping budget ever spent. 

The science informs us that the quantity and quality of these resources will be at increasing risk from climate change and its impacts and that, without broad and cooperative action, irreversible tipping points could occur with perhaps sudden and abrupt shocks to communities and countries.

There is a great deal of knowledge and analysis accumulated over many decades on the conditions and the triggers that can trip tensions and turmoil into conflict and war.

The scientific evidence that has been rapidly expanding and maturing over the past three decades on climate change adds a new and additional dimension to this analysis and knowledge.

Humanity is at a point in its history where it has, for the first time, the power to fundamentally alter within one or two generations the conditions upon which societies have evolved over millennia. It is the speed of environmental change, including climate change that will be increasingly at the heart of our collective concern and response.

The question is less and less one of whether climate change is a security threat or a threat multiplier.

But one of how we can assess and manage the risks associated with climate change and its security implications as an international community.

There can be little doubt today that climate change has potentially far-reaching implications for global stability and security in economic, social and environmental terms which will increasingly transcend the capacity of individual nation States to manage. In that context the sustainable development paths of individual nations will increasingly be predicated upon the ability of the international community to act collectively in addressing these developments.

While a changing climate has already become an inevitability as a result of historical emissions, our ability to manage its consequences and avoid its most dangerous possibilities will depend on a proactive strategy of evolved and perhaps new international platforms, mechanisms and institutional responses: Ones which both anticipate security concerns and facilitate cooperative responses.

Indeed there is no reason why the international community cannot avoid escalating conflicts, tensions and insecurity related to a changing climate if a deliberate, focused and collective response can be catalyzed that tackles the root causes, scale, potential volatility and velocity of the challenges emerging.

In bringing forward a response that enhances global security and cooperation on the climate challenge, the world can perhaps also better manage risk from numerous other challenges and in doing so diminish tensions between nations and lay the foundations and possibilities of a more sustainable and equitable peace.

Thank you.

The New York Times: U.N. Deadlock on Addressing Climate Shift

20 July 2011 

The persistent inability of the United Nations to forge international consensus on climate change issues was on display Wednesday, as Security Council members disagreed over whether they should address possible instability provoked by problems like rising sea levels or competition over water resources. 

Western powers like the United States argued that the potential effects of climate change, including the mass migrations of populations, made it a crucial issue in terms of global peace and security. Russia and China, backed by much of the developing world, rejected the notion that the issue even belonged on the Security Council agenda. 

With the major powers again at loggerheads, President Marcus Stephen of Nauru traveled the nearly 8,000 miles from his tiny Pacific island state to plead for action. 

Speaking on behalf of some 14 island states vulnerable to disappearing or at least losing significant territory to rising sea levels, Mr. Stephen mused aloud about how the debate might differ if larger countries were affected. 

“What if the pollution coming from our island nations was threatening the very existence of the major emitters?” he said. “What would be the nature of today’s debate under those circumstances?” 

Countries threatened with extinction — already some residents have experimented with emigrating as higher and higher tides endanger their livelihoods — are tired of merely hearing sympathy for their plight, the president said. 

“Demonstrate it by formally recognizing that climate change is a threat to international peace and security,” Mr. Stephen said, comparing it to nuclear proliferation or terrorism given its potential to destabilize governments and create conflict. “Neither has ever led to the disappearance of an entire nation, though that is what we are confronted with today.” 

Achim Steiner, the head of the United Nations Environment Program, noted that 145 countries rely on water from rivers that cross borders, with tension escalating among states over control of them as demand starts to outstrip supply. 

Despite such pleas, the debate, organized by Germany as this month’s council president, broke down along the same basic fault lines as the first such discussion four years ago. Much of the argument was about bureaucratic prerogatives. (President Stephen of Nauru said he wished council members were more concerned about encroaching water than encroachments on bureaucratic turf.) 

Both Russia and China stressed that other United Nations bodies were the proper places for discussion, in particular the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, because it includes all member states. The bloc of some 120 developing nations endorsed this position, echoed in the speeches of Brazil, India and South Africa, among others. Some said concerns about climate change were based on speculation rather than science. 

“Climate change may affect security but it is fundamentally a sustainable development issue,” said Wang Min, the deputy permanent representative from China, repeating a longstanding Chinese position that the developed world should devote more aid to helping those affected. “The Security Council does not have the expertise in climate change and does not have the necessary means and resources.” 

The American ambassador, Susan E. Rice, lashed out at other members for not addressing the problem. “This is more than disappointing,” she said. “It’s pathetic.” 

Outside organizations that track climate change negotiations said that despite the lack of consensus, any high profile attention paid to the issue was helpful. 

They also noted a certain irony that countries arguing against Security Council action, like Russia and China, were actually taking real steps toward mitigating climate change at home, whereas the United States — for all its rhetoric at the United Nations — lacked a national program. 

“There is an interesting contrast between countries not being willing to move on climate change in this venue and what they are doing on the ground,” said Keya Chatterjee, the director of international climate policy at the World Wildlife Fund. 

General Environment News
PlanetArk: NY Power Plant Water Rule Threatens Indian Point Reactors

21 July 2011
New York environmental regulators finalized rules to reduce cooling water intake by power plants and other industrial facilities to reduce fish kills by 90 percent.

But this rule is about more than just fish and water. It could lead to the shutdown of the giant Indian Point and threaten the reliability of New York City's power supply.

The state does not want to give Entergy Corp a water permit for the 2,045-megawatt Indian Point nuclear power plant unless the New Orleans-based company spends up to $2 billion to install a new water cooling system to protect fish in the Hudson River just 45 miles north of Manhattan.

Without the state water permit, the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission cannot relicense Indian Point's two reactors for another 20 years.

The current reactor licenses expire in 2013 and 2015.

The shutdown of Indian Point would cause power reliability problems and boost electric prices in New York City, according to the state's power grid operator, the New York ISO, and the city's power company, Consolidated Edison.

Power plants use water to cool plant systems and condense the steam used to turn the turbine that generates electricity back into water.

"Billions of fish are killed each year when they are caught up in the intake of cooling water for industrial processes," New York Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) Commissioner Joe Martens said in a release.

"The policy we are implementing today will reduce fish kills by 90 percent while allowing flexibility for the industry to reach our goal of protecting aquatic wildlife," he added.

The DEC said it would flexible because it recognizes that all existing facilities may not be able install a closed cycle cooling system like the one the state wants at Indian Point.

The DEC listed several existing power plants on its website that the state has allowed to modify open cycle cooling systems without installing closed cycle systems, including: NRG Energy's Dunkirk, Huntley and Arthur Kill, Entergy's FitzPatrick, GenOn Energy's Bowline, TransCanada's Ravenswood and Dynegy's Danskammer.

"Closed-cycle cooling is not always an available technology for existing facilities as issues of space availability and compatibility of new technology with the facility's original design frequently make it infeasible to implement," the DEC said.

NO PASS FOR INDIAN POINT

But the state has not yet been flexible with Indian Point.

Entergy has been arguing for years that cooling towers, which are a type of closed cycle cooling, are not possible at Indian Point.

The towers, which would never get the permits needed to get built, would cost $1.5 billion to $2 billion and could not be installed before 2029, Entergy said.

Instead, Entergy has proposed a Wedgewire screen system that would screen out most of the fish but only cost $100 million and could be installed in about three years.

But New York's top elected officials, Governor Andrew Cuomo and state Attorney General Eric Schneiderman, both want Indian Point shut because it is located in the heavily populated New York metropolitan area, home to more than 18 million people.

Entergy said DEC administrative law judges would hear arguments on water permit issues for the rest of 2011 and possibly into 2012.

The NRC has said its judicial arm will hold hearings on license renewals for the next year or two at least. So long as the renewal hearings and likely appeals are ongoing, the reactors can continue to operate.

PlanetArk: Ohio Leads List Of Top 20 States With Toxic Air
21 July 2011
People living in Ohio, Pennsylvania and Florida are most at risk in the United States from toxic emissions spewing from coal and oil-fired power plants, two leading American environmental groups said in a report on Wednesday.

Electricity generation and chemical processing were the top culprits for dangerous emissions, which can lead to or worsen ailments such as asthma and cancer, according to the report by the Natural Resources Defense Council and Physicians for Social Responsibility.

While Ohio topped the list of 20 states most affected by toxic air pollution, Kentucky and Maryland were ranked fourth and fifth. Next were Indiana, Michigan, West Virginia, Georgia and North Carolina.

"Power plants are the biggest industrial toxic air polluters in our country, putting children and families at risk by dumping deadly and dangerous poisons into the air we breathe," said Dan Lashof, director of the climate center at the Natural Resources Defense Council.

The study, an analysis of toxic emissions data from 2009 released last month by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, found that coal and oil-fired plants were responsible for nearly half of all toxic air pollution in America.

The report was prepared by comparing data from the electric utilities sector to those from other industry sectors and ranked on the basis of total emissions by sector.

In 2009, electricity generation in America was responsible for 49 percent of all industrial toxic air pollution and accounted for about 75 percent of all mercury air pollution, the study said.

The findings underline the need for strong action by the Environmental Protection Agency to spur industry to clean up the emissions, Lashof said.

Amendments designed to block the U.S. environmental regulator's air pollution standards are expected to be brought before the U.S. House of Representatives this week, the groups said.

In February, the Republican-led House, in a bid to cut government spending and avoid a U.S. default on financial commitments, voted to thwart the EPA from making rules to limit mercury and other toxic emissions from cement plants.

CLING: Electronics recycling strategy to make federal government more sustainable
21 July 2011
In a major push for more sustainable practices, government and industry representatives released a new electronic waste strategy, aimed at encouraging growth of the electronics recycling market and spurring job creation.

The release of the "National Strategy for Electronics Stewardship" was made yesterday at a certified recycling facility in Austin, Texas. It is designed to promote responsible manufacturing, buying, management and recycling of electronic products in the United States, where 2.5 million tons of used electronics are generated annually.

"A robust electronics recycling industry in America would create new opportunities to efficiently and profitably address a growing pollution threat," said U.S. EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson in a statement.

The announcement comes as part of President Obama's Executive Order 13514, made in October 2009, which focused on improving federal agencies' environmental, energy and economic performance. The White House Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) issued a letter establishing the electronics stewardship Task Force with EPA and the General Services Administration (GSA) in November 2010.

Executives from Dell Inc., Sprint and Sony Electronics joined government representatives at the event in Austin, in support of promoting environmentally sound e-waste management. Jackson signed a voluntary commitment to improve recycling practices with Dell CEO Michael Dell and Sprint CEO Dan Hesse.

"I think what you're seeing is a desire in the public sector but also now in the private sector to move to responsible recycling, because I think people are realizing the magnitude of the environmental and health problems caused by incorrect recycling," said Steve Leeds, senior counselor to the administrator at GSA. "Also, when you look at the volume of products being sold and tossed away, you realize that when you properly recycle, you can gain valuable products out of them."

Jobs and reduced burden on landfills

Last year, GSA, the purchasing arm of the federal government, bought $3 billion of electric products. Under the new strategy, GSA will eliminate items that are not compliant with Energy Star specifications or registered with the Green Electronics Council's Electronic Product Environmental Assessment Tool as contracts come up for renewal. The target is for devices to be 100 percent Energy Star-qualified and 100 percent properly disposed of by 2020.

As a result of this, GSA wants to see more companies meet green electronic standards and receive certifications so that it can provide the federal government with a greater selection of environmentally friendly products, said Leeds.

"By taking a variety of actions, we're saying this is how we're going to be doing business as the largest single consumer of electronics," said Leeds. "We believe setting these examples is going to cause other consumers, other industries and providers of these products to meet these same kinds of requirements."

For the first time, GSA will also consider the entire environmental life cycles of products by ensuring not only that they are "green" by design, but that they go through certified recyclers and do not end up in landfills.

There are currently two domestic certification recycling entities -- R2 and E-Stewards -- in operation. A central aim of the stewardship program is to recreate more recycling centers and foster the growth of green jobs.

This and other environmental benefits have earned the program praise from the Consumer Electronics Association as well as Sen. Tom Carper (D-Del.), co-chairman of the Senate Recycling Caucus and chairman of the Senate Homeland Security Subcommittee on Federal Financial Management.

"This is just one more initiative through the president's executive order on sustainability that the government is able to lead by example and through burgeoning markets help create jobs of the future and protect public health," said CEQ spokesman Sahar Wali.

E&E Daily: EFFSHORE DRILLING: Contentious amendments pile up for today's spill bill markup

21 July 2011

A bitter fight is looming as the Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee gears up to vote today on a pair of offshore drilling safety bills.

The panel this morning will mark up two measures (S. 916 and S. 917) from Chairman Jeff Bingaman (D-N.M.) that address offshore drilling safety in the wake of the BP PLC oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico last year.

The legislation has faced a tough slog in reaching the markup stage, and today's meeting could create an even tougher road to final passage as lawmakers from both sides of the aisle are gearing up to offer controversial amendments.

One proposed amendment from Sens. Mary Landrieu (D-La.) and Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska), the panel's ranking Republican, would direct a hefty portion of federal revenues from offshore energy development to coastal states.

Landrieu has long pushed for the federal government to share lucrative leasing bids and production royalties from oil and gas development in federal waters with the adjoining coastal states in order to boost state coffers and to create incentives for other states to support drilling.

Under a 2006 deal, Gulf states are promised a 37.5 percent cut from certain leasing areas, but the bulk of those payments won't phase in until 2016. Landrieu wants to see the revenue-sharing process sped up and expanded.

"It is just the right thing to do for coastal states. It's the right thing to do for America. And there's absolutely -- in my mind -- no reason not to," Landrieu told reporters in the Capitol this week.

Some Democrats oppose such language because it appears to expand drilling. Others, like Bingaman, say the money should remain in the federal treasury because the drilling activities take place in federal waters.

"I don't think revenue-sharing makes much sense, especially with the size of the deficit we face," Bingaman told reporters this week.

But Landrieu and Murkowski are not limiting their language to drilling projects. They have expanded the new language to include nascent renewable energy industries, like offshore wind and tidal projects. Landrieu is confident the tactic will help secure more votes from senators during today's markup.

"I think we're going to have a very exciting discussion and debate and I actually think we're going to be successful in tagging our amendment on to the ... safety bill," she said. "And the reason is because people have decided that, yes, it is fair for states to share in energy production off of their coasts."

"Coastal states are very interested in the opportunity, as well as the Great Lakes states, so I think that we'll have the votes to do it, and we're building Democratic support as well as Republican support," she added.

Sen. Ron Wyden (D-Ore.) yesterday indicated he was working to help find common ground between Landrieu, Murkowski and Bingaman.

"We're going to be at this very, very late tonight," Wyden said yesterday. "The rest of today and certainly very late tonight, we're going to be working on the Landrieu-Murkowski legislation."

But Bingaman has not given any indications that he is willing to budge.

"My position is well-defined," Bingaman said. "I think it's real clear under the law that production of energy in the outer continental shelf is a federal interest, and I think that's the way it has been treated in the past."

Other amendments

Revenue-sharing won't be the only issue causing fireworks at today's markup.

Sen. John Barrasso (R-Wyo.) is planning to offer a pair of amendments that are sure to raise eyebrows.

One measure that he is working on with Sen. Joe Manchin (D-W.Va.) would repeal a section of a broad 2007 energy law that prohibits federal agencies from using alternative fuels -- like coal-to-liquids fuels and those made from Canada's oil sands -- that have higher life-cycle greenhouse gas emissions than conventional petroleum fuels.

Supporters of the amendment language say it would diversify the options and prevent agencies like the Defense Department -- the government's largest fuel purchaser -- from having fuel choices limited to costly advanced biofuels.

But opponents of the legislation -- including Obama administration officials at Defense -- say repealing the law would hinder efforts to decrease the United States' reliance on traditional fuels and would send negative signals to the advanced biofuels industry.

"Our dependence on those types of fuels degrades our national security, negatively impacts our economy and harms the environment," Elizabeth King, assistant secretary of Defense for legislative affairs, wrote in a letter last week to Bingaman.

Bingaman opposes the repeal of the 2007 language. But Barrasso remained optimistic yesterday about finding additional Democratic support for the measure.

"We each have votes. We each have an opportunity to vote and express our opinions, and we'll do that tomorrow in the committee," he told reporters yesterday.

Barrasso will also offer an amendment that would promote oil and gas drilling off the coast of Virginia, his spokeswoman said yesterday.

The amendment language will largely derive from a bill (S. 1331) Democratic Virginia Sens. Jim Webb and Mark Warner introduced earlier this month, requiring the Interior Department to schedule a mid-Atlantic lease sale before 2017.

"Outer Continental Shelf production has strong support among Virginians and their political leadership," Webb, who is not a member of the committee, wrote in a letter yesterday to Bingaman and Murkowski. "I look forward to working with you to ensure that all of Virginia's OCS energy resources are developed in a timely fashion, through a fair distribution of revenues between the federal and state government and in an environmentally sound manner."

Interior late last year said it would not hold any lease sales in the waters off the East Coast in its leasing plan for 2012-2017 and would spend the leasing period conducting preliminary environmental analyses of the region. The announcement reversed proposed plans outlined in March 2010, a month before the BP well in the Gulf of Mexico ruptured, sparking the nation's worst oil spill.

E&E Daily:EPA: Green groups say Senate 'MACT' bill worse than the House version

21 July 2011
Environmental groups shot back last night after a bipartisan group of senators introduced legislation that would delay implementation of mercury and air toxics rules for industrial boilers, saying the bill would do even more harm than a similar measure before the House.

The bill sponsored by Sens. Susan Collins (R-Maine) and Ron Wyden (D-Ore.) would delay implementation of maximum available control technology (MACT) rules for hazardous pollutants for three years, a move that conservationists warned would subject local populations to dangerous emissions.

The legislation would contribute to premature, preventable deaths of between 7,500 and 19,500 people, said environmental advocacy groups Earthjustice and the Sierra Club Air Toxics Task Force in a combined statement.

As dangerous as the delay would be, they said, some of the bill's tweaks to the Boiler MACT rule would be worse, particularly the ones Wyden negotiated in order to shield his state's biomass industry from the rule.

While the House bill would simply exempt industrial by-products from being regulated as industrial waste, the Senate measure explicitly lists dozens of industrial by-products, such as biomass from pulp and paper plants, that can be burned as fuel under the boiler rules rather than being treated as waste.

The greens said this made the Senate package even more environmentally unfriendly than the House version.

"It provides a free pass for industries to secretly burn dangerous wastes -- turpentine, treated wood products, plastics, scrap tires, and spent chemicals and solvents -- in facilities that do not have to control, monitor or report their toxic emissions," the statement said.

"This bill from Sens. Collins and Wyden opens the door to a public health disaster," added James Pew, an attorney for Earthjustice.

Meanwhile, the three Democrats in support of the Senate bill were bullish about their prospects of recruiting other members of their party.

"I hope it will stay bipartisan, and we're going to try to keep a focus on balancing economic needs and environmental protection," Wyden said.

Sen. Mary Landrieu (D-La.), another supporter of the bill, said she had heard from other Democrats concerned that the air toxics rule would put pressure on home-state industries. She said it could "potentially" meet the 60-vote threshold needed to pass the Senate.

Sen. Mark Pryor (D-Ark.) said Collins and Wyden's collaboration on the language showed the depth of support in the Senate for doing something to delay the rule.

"Again that shows you that folks are working together on this, which is good," he said. "It's going to be a good piece of legislation that I hope gets passed."

E&E Daily:GULF SPILL: Senate panel weighs cleanup challenges, potential for spills from Cuba, Canada

21 July 2011
Senators yesterday questioned top government officials involved in the response to the Deepwater Horizon spill about a range of topics including recent high numbers of turtle deaths, possible cleanup hindrance due to the Jones Act, and risks posed by oil shipments and drilling in Canada and Cuba.

Rear Adm. Paul Zukunft, the Coast Guard's federal on-scene coordinator for the Deepwater Horizon spill, and David Kennedy, assistant administrator for the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, both testified before the Senate Commerce, Science and Transportation subcommittee as part of a broad discussion on issues related to last year's massive oil spill.

Sen. Roger Wicker (R-Miss.) asked the federal officials whether decisions related to the Jones Act had hampered the oil spill response. The questions addressed allegations that the Obama administration turned down offers of foreign assistance during the spill cleanup by refusing to waive Jones Act restrictions on the use of foreign-flag vessels.

Zukunft testified that the foreign assistance was obtained and that the Jones Act did not hinder response.

"At no times did the Jones Act impede the resourcing that we needed to respond to this unprecedented spill," Zukunft told the panel. "In no way was it an impediment."

Asked about sea turtle deaths, Kennedy testified that while an investigation into high numbers of deaths reported in the Gulf of Mexico was ongoing, the cause of deaths appeared to be "acute," or the result of sudden trauma as opposed to long-term exposure to something harmful, such as oil.

Initial findings showed "that the turtles are quite healthy, that they're feeding normally and that their mortality is acute," Kennedy testified. "We continue to investigate what is going on there."

Several senators raised concerns about the potential of future spills created by waterborne shipments of oil sands from Canada through the Strait of Juan de Fuca near Puget Sound or drilling by foreign firms off the coast of Cuba -- not far from Florida and the Gulf but nonetheless out of range for U.S. safety inspectors.

Sen. Bill Nelson (D-Fla.) noted that Spain's Respol was preparing to drill 40 miles off the coast of Cuba. Although he acknowledged that Respol has said they will follow U.S. environmental requirements when drilling, Nelson said that an oil spill in that region could wreak environmental havoc, hitting the Gulf Stream and spreading into the ecologically sensitive Florida Keys or along the tourist-laden beaches of South Florida.

Nelson also criticized the administration's Deepwater Horizon response for leaving too much authority in the hands of BP PLC and called for a military chain-of-command approach to future oil spills.

"You've got to have a military chain of command," Nelson said. "And who's at the top of that chain has got to have their orders carried out."

Pressed by Nelson on what steps should be taken to shore up future responses, Zunkunft said that the Oil Pollution Act, which dictates oil spill response, should be looked at to "see if there are amendments needed." He agreed to follow up with written recommendations.

Sen. Maria Cantwell (D-Wash.) likewise raised the prospect that supertankers with a capacity of 1 million barrels of oil -- four times what was spilled by the Exxon Valdez in 1989 -- could "cause tens of billions of dollars in damage and have a significant impact" in the northwest United States.

"I think it deserves a very robust oil spill response plan," she said.

Cantwell noted that language in the Coast Guard reauthorization bill compelled development of an analysis of Canadian-U.S. oil spill response. Although Zukunft could not report on the progress, he said contingency plan updates were under way to address potential spills in those areas and expressed confidence in response capabilities.

Kennedy, however, noted later that budget cuts at NOAA could impact response to future incidents.

"Given the budgets that we're looking at, we're very concerned about our ability to continue to respond appropriately," he said.

The Washington Post: Mayor Bloomberg gives $50 million to fight coal-fired power plants

21 July 2011
New York Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg will donate $50 million to the Sierra Club to support its nationwide campaign to eliminate coal-fired power plants.

Sierra Club executive director Michael Brune described the gift from Bloomberg Philanthropies, which will be spread out over four years, as “a game-changer, from our perspective.” The group will devote the money to its “Beyond Coal” campaign, which has helped block the construction of 153 new coal-fired power plants across the country since 2002.

Brune said in a phone interview that the group will use the money “to identify the oldest, dirtiest coal-fired power plants, retire them and replace them with clean energy.” Some of the utilities the expanded campaign will focus on are in the Washington area, including the GenOn plant in Alexandria. 

As mayor of New York, Bloomberg has pushed for environmentally friendly policies such as investing in renewable energy and making the city’s taxi fleet more efficient. But this is his largest financial contribution to an environmental effort, and the donation will significantly swell the Sierra Club’s $80 million annual budget. 

The announcement, which Bloomberg and Brune will make together Thursday morning at the GenOn site, also underscores the extent to which environmentalists are focused on efforts beyond the Beltway, given the opposition in Congress to climate legislation. After the federal government failed to pass legislation imposing nationwide limits on greenhouse gas emissions, several environmental groups have shifted more resources to the state and local levels. 

“We’re putting our faith in local communities to protect public heath and promote clean energy,” Brune said. “Congress has failed to do the job on that. We’re confident local communities can do the job where Congress hasn’t.”

Coal industry officials, however, questioned whether the campaign to phase out coal plants was realistic given the fact that they now supply close to half of the nation’s electricity.

“If their program were successful, where does the Sierra Club suggest we get our energy?” asked Lisa Camooso Miller, spokeswoman for the American Coalition for Clean Coal Electricity, a trade group. “Coal is American. It’s affordable. It adds to our quality of life.”

In some cases, the Sierra Club has joined with unusual allies in working to prevent new power plants, like in southwestern Arkansas, where the advocacy group and the Hempstead County Hunting Club are suing to block the construction of Southwestern Electric Power Co.’s $1.7 billion John W. Turk plant.

With Bloomberg’s donation, the Sierra Club plans to expand its “Beyond Coal” staff from about 100 people to nearly 200 full-time employees, which it will deploy in 46 states. Most of the staff will engage in grass-roots organizing, but some will work on lawsuits or social networking.

The group has just launched an extensive billboard advertising campaign in Washington’s Metro system, with pictures of young children who are described as “filters” for power plant pollution. Ads are running on a smaller scale in Chicago and New York and in some U.S. airports.

Brune said the group had chosen to focus its most recent advertising campaign in Washington because when it comes to the future of electricity production, “What happens in the larger D.C. area is quite important.” 

The Los Angeles Times: Obama nears decision on boosting auto fuel-efficiency standards

21 July 2011 

Reporting from Washington— 

President Obama is nearing a decision to sharply increase vehicle fuel-efficiency requirements. But automakers — emboldened by a return to profitability two years after an industry bailout — are pushing hard for concessions that would reduce energy savings in the next generation of cars and trucks.

The companies are also calling for a review several years down the road that would potentially reopen the bargaining, which environmentalists say could enable the industry to drag its feet and eventually meet lower standards.

The most ambitious proposal on the table calls for the American car and truck fleet to average 56 miles per gallon by 2025. Although the industry has not publicly offered a counterproposal, it is believed to be seeking average mpg standards in the low- to mid-40s.

To increase pressure on Obama, a radio advertising blitz in seven politically important states is scheduled to start Thursday featuring warnings against overzealous government regulation and the threat of worker layoffs. The Alliance of Automobile Manufacturers will begin airing 60-second radio ads in the District of Columbia, Michigan, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Pennsylvania, North Carolina and Missouri.

"Families would be hit with higher car prices," the ads say. "Small businesses dependent on vans, SUVs or pickups would face limited vehicle choice."

At issue in the negotiations between the White House and automakers, led by Detroit's Big Three — General Motors, Ford and Chrysler — are fuel-efficiency standards for cars and light trucks to be built starting in 2017. In addition to arguing that Obama wants to increase standards too much, manufacturers reportedly want to continue to have less demanding standards for light trucks, SUVs, minivans and full-size trucks.

Federal standards apply to a manufacturer's entire output, not to each individual vehicle. Makers can continue to produce less efficient vehicles but must ensure they sell enough of the more efficient units to make the total fleet average meet the overall fuel standard.

Industry resistance comes after a period of relative accord. In May 2009, chief executives of the nation's car companies stood with Obama in the White House Rose Garden in an unprecedented show of unity over raising fuel efficiency to about 34 miles per gallon by 2016.

What's changed is part politics and part economics.

Automakers are worried about being saddled with tough efficiency standards that might leave them out of step with consumer preferences. Despite the increasing popularity of fuel-efficient cars, the top-selling vehicles in America remain gas-hungry trucks. The industry says sharply higher standards could lead to layoffs, price increases of up to $10,000 per vehicle, diminished safety and the demise of some vehicle lines.

"You get into trouble when consumers want to buy one thing and what the fuel-efficiency standard said is to make another thing," said Jeremy Anwyl, chief executive of auto information company Edmunds.com.

But some industry analysts said the long lead time of the proposed new standards would give carmakers plenty of time to comply, that innovative new vehicles could boost their profits and savings on gas would help offset higher car prices for consumers. The United Auto Workers union, which for years echoed car companies' assertions that tough mileage standards would destroy jobs, now sees fuel-efficient vehicles as a way to keep factories open.

"President Obama saved the auto industry. He doesn't want to jeopardize that," UAW President Bob King said. "To direct this kind of criticism at the administration after what they've done is irresponsible."

The White House declined to comment on the negotiations, which include car companies, the state of California and other stakeholders, saying only that they are "constructive."

The Los Angeles Times: Electric cars about to cost more in California

21 July 2011 

It's going to cost more to buy electric cars in California.

The state has run out of the $5,000 rebates it was giving people who purchased all-electric vehicles such as the Nissan Leaf and Tesla Roadster.

That's on top of a price increase for the Nissan Leaf. The automaker said this week that it would raise the price of the base model when the 2012 cars come out this fall by $2,420 to $36,050, including destination charge. The higher-trim-level Leaf SL will go up $3,530 to $38,100, including destination charge.

But there could be some relief for those who were on the waiting list for the $5,000 rebate. The state's Air Resources Board on Thursday will consider a recommendation to provide rebates of $2,500 to about 500 people who have already purchased cars and who were on the waiting list.

The vote would provide additional funds for about 5,500 rebates — also $2,500 — for electric cars and some other types of zero-emission vehicles such as the hydrogen vehicles that some automakers offer through experimental lease programs, said Mary Fricke, spokeswoman for the Air Resources Board.

None of this affects the $7,500 federal tax credit used to spur sales of electric vehicles and plug-in hybrids, such as the Chevrolet Volt. The Volt doesn't qualify for the state rebate, though emission-control upgrades to the vehicles expected sometime next year could put it on the list.

The rebates are intended to promote the production and use of zero-emission vehicles, known as ZEVs, which include electric, plug-in hybrid electric and fuel-cell vehicles.

"The government is saying that if you are an early adopter, be prepared to pay for it," said Jesse Toprak, an analyst at auto information website TrueCar. He said there's enough demand for electric vehicles to absorb some price increases and shrinking rebates, at least for the next year or so.

It's not a surprise that the California rebates are shrinking, said Brian Wynne, president of the Electric Drive Transportation Assn.

"The California rebate already has been a particularly generous incentive," Wynne said.

Though incentives are helpful to increasing sales, the electric-car industry has to get to the point where its vehicles are competitive with traditional internal-combustion-engine cars, he said. That will require production in greater volume and price decreases for batteries and other components.

Nonfinancial incentives, such as carpool-lane permits for electric vehicles, can be just as important to increase sales as dollars from the government, especially in regions such as California that are known for traffic congestion, Wynne said.

The number of electric-car offerings is about to grow. Other automakers have battery-electric and plug-in offerings set to hit dealerships in the next 18 months, including the Mitsubishi iMiEV, the Ford Focus Electric, the Toyota Prius plug-in hybrid, the Toyota RAV4 electric, the Honda Fit EV and a plug-in hybrid version of the Honda Fit.

As for the Nissan Leaf, the automaker said it was making some changes as part of its price increase. It is adding cold-weather features such as a battery warmer, a heated steering wheel and heated front and back seats to both trim levels. The SL model also gets a fast-charging port that works with a 480-volt outlet to charge the car in 30 minutes, compared with eight hours using a 220-volt outlet. Previously, that was a $700 option.

Nissan also is gearing up Leaf production. It is investing about $1.7 billion — mostly from federal Department of Energy loans — in an electric-car battery factory and other upgrades at its massive factory complex in Smyrna, Tenn. It plans to start building the batteries and cars at the factory by the end of 2012.

On Wednesday, Nissan said it would produce the electric motor for the Leaf starting in early 2013 at its Decherd, Tenn., powertrain assembly plant. The factory will add about 90 jobs and will have the capacity to produce up to 150,000 electric motors annually for the Leaf, which will be built in Smyrna.

Nissan has sold 4,134 of the battery-powered electric cars this year. General Motors Co.'s Chevrolet, by comparison, has sold 2,745 of its Volt car, which is technically a plug-in hybrid because it runs on electricity for about 40 miles before a gasoline-fueled generator kicks in to extend the vehicle's range. Chevrolet also is ramping up Volt production.

The San Francisco Chronicle: Climate change threatens pine tree, U.S. says

20 July 2011 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service determined Monday that whitebark pine, a tree found atop mountains across the American West, faces an "imminent" risk of extinction because of factors including climate change.

The decision is significant because it marks the first time the federal government has identified climate change as one of the driving factors for why a broad-ranging tree species could disappear. The Canadian government has declared whitebark pine to be endangered throughout its entire range; a recent study found that 80 percent of whitebark pine forests in the Greater Yellowstone ecosystem are dead or dying.

The Natural Resources Defense Council asked the Fish and Wildlife Service to place the tree on the endangered species list. In its determination, the agency said that it found a listing was "warranted but precluded," meaning the pine deserved federal protection but the government could not afford that.

The whitebark pine, which grows in the Sierra Nevada, the Cascade Range, the Pacific Coast Ranges and the northern Rocky Mountains, will remain a candidate under the Endangered Species Act and will come under review annually.

An invasive disease, white pine blister rust, along with insects such as mountain pine beetles, has infiltrated the historically colder altitudes where whitebark pines thrive. The tree is a critical part of the West's high-elevation habitats: It helps to slow the annual melt of snowpack and provides food for animals such as grizzly bears and Clark's nutcracker.

ClimateWire: CANADA: Conservative group uses freedom-based measurements to defend oil pipeline to U.S.

21 July 2011
A turning away from Canadian oil will lead the United States to rely more heavily on repressive regimes, including many that produce carbon-intensive crude, a new report from a conservative think tank says.

The analysis from the Canada-based Fraser Institute comes as the U.S. State Department weighs whether to approve the Keystone XL pipeline, which would stretch from Alberta to Texas and double the amount of Canadian crude coming into the United States. That crude would come from Alberta's oil sands region, where oil production creates more greenhouse gases than are emitted with traditional oil drilling.

The $7 billion Keystone XL project has been a subject of fierce lobbying on both sides in recent months, with opponents claiming the project is an environmental disaster that would raise emissions, disrupt wildlife patterns and increase the risk of dangerous oil spills. Supporters say it would reduce American dependence on foreign oil while creating jobs.

Without getting into the back-and-forth over Keystone XL, Fraser concludes that Canadian oil broadly is in the United States' national interest because of the political and social climates of its oil competitors.

"Any reduction in Canadian oil exports to the United States would likely be filled by some combination of countries that substantially restrict civil, political and economic freedoms on a daily basis," it says.

Those include Saudi Arabia, Mexico, Venezuela and Nigeria, the top U.S. suppliers after Canada.

The group measured countries on 17 freedom measurements, such as the extent of freedom of the press and the literacy rate. Canada was the only country that scored high on all measures while also being a major U.S. supplier of oil.

Venezuela, for example, got a "partly free" ranking from the group, and a "poor" label on media freedom, corruption and judicial independence. Venezuela, like Canada, is a source of heavy oil that is more carbon-intensive to produce than oil obtained through traditional drilling.

The International Energy Administration predicts that unconventional oil, dominated by Canada and Venezuela, will meet a growing part of global demand, jumping from 3 percent in 2009 to 10 percent in 2035.

The study is flawed in that it assumes the United States chooses between Canadian oil and oil from other foreign sources, said Danielle Droitsch, an analyst at the Pembina Institute, a Canadian environmental think tank. "But this is a false choice that Americans don't have to make," she said.

Environmentalists also have challenged the notion outlined in the report that increased oil sands supply will lower gas prices in the United States, considering that oil-sands oil currently flows to Midwestern refineries. There, it currently receives a discount because of an oversupply of oil in the region.

"Americans are not interested in doubling U.S. dependency on oil sands, which will do nothing to address high gas prices and brings with it many concerns, including high greenhouse gases," Droitsch said.

The Globe and Mail: Oil-sands monitoring regime aims to protect air and water quality

21 July 2011
Federal Environment Minister Peter Kent is preparing to announce a new monitoring plan for the Alberta oil sands that is aimed at protecting air and water quality as well as biodiversity.

The plan to be announced by Mr. Kent at a news conference on Thursday morning was developed in consultation with more than 200 scientists from the provinces and territories and Canadian universities.

Sources say the plan will increase the number of monitoring locations and provide improved scientific measurement of impacts downwind and downstream of the oil sands.

It builds on an initial water-quality monitoring plan for the Lower Athabasca River that was announced in March.

The government hopes the initiative will help to improve the reputation of the multi-billion oil and gas project that has been labelled irresponsible and unsustainable by critics because of the associated environmental degradation.

The monitoring plan follows a recommendation last year that was made by an independent oil sands advisory panel.

Preliminary estimates suggest that it will cost about $50 million a year but that is expected to decline over time as the plan evolves. The government hopes that the industry will pick up the tab.

Some of the initial monitoring is already being done in collaboration with the Alberta government. The federal Environment department already has staff in the Athabasca Rover watershed observing the effects of the oil sands.

The Toronto Star: Suzuki warns Tory scheme to cancel green energy plans is ‘absolute insanity’

21 July 2011
David Suzuki, Canada’s most famous environmentalist, is urging Ontarians to re-elect Premier Dalton McGuinty this fall to save the Liberals’ “groundbreaking” green energy policies.

In an exclusive interview with the Star, Suzuki made a rare foray into partisan politics, warning it is “absolute insanity” for Progressive Conservative Leader Tim Hudak to want to scrap wind and solar power initiatives that the Tories claim are too expensive.

“I don’t get it, because it’s a job creator — I would have thought that the Conservatives would be banging away at the need to create jobs,” the host of CBC’s The Nature of Things said during a stroll with McGuinty in Stanley Park on Wednesday.

“Ontario right now is a leader in North America. Why would anybody come in and throw that out the window? It doesn’t make any sense.”

Suzuki expressed concern at Hudak’s pledge to kill the “feed-in tariff” subsidy program that promotes green electricity generation by enabling farmers and other producers to sell hydro, wind, and solar power to the grid.

The Tories, who lead in public-opinion polls, blame McGuinty’s Green Energy Act and the 13 per cent harmonized sales tax for rising hydro bills. 

If they win the Oct. 6 election, they would also scrap the 25-year, $437-million deal with Samsung that should see the South Korean firm invest $7 billion in Ontario.

“I don’t know what Mr. Hudak’s idea is, but energy costs are going to rise in the future,” Suzuki said, noting demand is only increasing with new household electronics and, eventually, widespread use of electric cars.

“I’m offering an endorsement of what Mr. McGuinty has done, absolutely. This is a great plan. Any party would be foolish to talk about abandoning it,” he said, noting the David Suzuki Foundation works closely with the government on promoting energy conservation.

Suzuki also hailed McGuinty for enacting a pesticide ban and for his work on protecting the boreal forest, though he chided the premier for continuing Ontario’s reliance on nuclear power and for refusing to implement a carbon tax.

The premier, for his part, said he was “really honoured” by Suzuki’s endorsement on the eve of the Council of the Federation meeting of provincial and territorial leaders here.

“This has been a challenge for us in some parts of Ontario so when David lends his support to our initiatives it’s very meaningful,” he said.

“Just as we’re the number one auto producer in North America, I’ve got this vision for us to be a powerful player in the North American economy. You want wind turbines? Nobody makes them better than we do in Ontario. You want solar panels? We’ve got the expertise, we’ve got the manufacturing capacity.”

The Liberals hope to create 50,000 green energy jobs by the end of next year. So far, about 13,000 jobs are up and running.

While Suzuki, who grew up in London, Ont., lives in British Columbia, he took a break from his summer vacation to come back to Vancouver to meet with McGuinty.

“I’m very, very admiring of what he’s done,” said the man who finished fifth in CBC’s 2004 nationwide search for The Greatest Canadian, behind Tommy Douglas, Terry Fox, Pierre Trudeau and Sir Frederick Banting.

“I live about half my time in Ontario and I still think of myself as an Ontario guy.”

That’s why he felt it was important to inject himself into an election that will be closely fought by McGuinty, Hudak and NDP Leader Andrea Horwath.

“The big thing to me is the Green Energy Act,” said Suzuki.

“It has created jobs. For me it says we’ve got a future that’s bright with job creation and we can drop our dependence on fossil fuels.”
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UN News Centre: Ban asks Iberoamerican artists for help in solving global problems
21 July 2011

Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon today asked television producers and artists in Spain, Portugal and Latin America to use their imaginative talents to find new ways to help solve challenges related to the environment, women’s empowerment, organized crime and drug trafficking.

In a video message to the Iberoamerican Creative Summit being held in Aviles, Spain, the Secretary-General said “Please use your visual sense, your narrative touch, your imaginative gifts to find new ways to tackle old problems.”

The meeting is the latest in a series of such one-day forums, organized by the UN Creative Community Outreach Initiative (CCOI) to provide film, new media, television, and documentary producers around the world with access to information about the work of the UN and its priority issues.

The forum in Spain discussed gender equality and empowerment of women, environmental sustainability, combating drugs and crime and their effects, and organized crime.

“We will never solve these challenges unless we shed light on them. The spotlight is in your hands,” Mr. Ban said.

“You are artists. I am a diplomat. But we all feel pain when we hear about a father killed in war, or a mother lost to disease, or a child who dies of hunger,” he said. “We all want to stop these tragedies in our world. I am doing my part as Secretary-General, but only you can reach mass audiences.”

The UN has collaborated with the entertainment industry on a number of CCOI projects, including an episode of the United States television series Law and Order: Special Victims Unit that was filmed at the UN Headquarters complex in New York and highlighted the problems of children and armed conflict and refugees.

A UN-backed campaign to raise awareness about malaria – which claims over one million lives annually – also had a starring role on the US television programme Ugly Betty.
Back to Menu
=============================================================
ENVIRONMENT NEWS FROM THE

S.G’s SPOKESMAN DAILY PRESS BRIEFING

21 July 2011
UN News Center: Secretary General highlights impacts of climate change on global security

Asked about the Security Council’s stance on climate change, the Spokesperson noted that the Council had issued a Presidential Statement on that topic following its open meeting on Wednesday. He also noted the Secretary-General’s remarks to the Council on climate change. The Secretary-General made clear that, as the effects of climate change increase, so too will threats to peace and security.
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