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Standard (Kenya): EU gives Sh280m for Mau rehabilitation
29 November 2011

The drive to conserve the Mau Forest Complex has received a Sh280 million (Euros 2.3 million) boost from the European Union, as Prime Minister 
Raila Odinga
 said a new institution will manage water towers. 
The EU cash will be used to rehabilitate the severely degraded water catchments and forestland in Northern Mau Forest and improve the livelihoods of local communities in a three-year intervention 
Activities planned include survey and demarcation of boundaries of selected forest blocks and planting appropriate seedlings.
"The EU is happy to finance this project as it will lead to rehabilitation of Sub-Saharan Africa’s largest closed-canopy forests and to fight climate change," said EU Charge d’ Affairs and Head of Operations Bernard Rey at a ceremony held in a Nairobi hotel. 
Raila said that he will push ahead with efforts to secure the Mau even if it would hurt his political career.
"This project could not have come at a better time. We can no longer argue about the wisdom of investing to conserve our forests. We cannot carry on with business as usual without paying a heavy price," he said. 
Critical water towers
The PM revealed that he will soon be launching the 
Kenya
 Water Towers Agency to spearhead efforts to protect the five critical water towers across the country (Mau, Mt Kenya, Aberdares, Cherangany and Mt Elgon). 
The new body will replace the Interim Coordinating Secretariat housed at the PM’s office, whose mandate ends next year.
UN Undersecretary General and UNEP 
Executive Director
 Achim Steiner said the generous support of EU for the restoration of Mau will place Kenya on the path of the green economy in which development is sustainable. 
"The project will also go a long way in realising the requirements of the Kenyan Constitution to have at least 10% of the country’s land to be under forests," he said. 
Head of Mau Secretariat Hassan Noor suggested that bamboo would be excellent in restoring the complex and boosting the livelihoods of local communities like the Ogieks.
"Bamboo can generate money for Kenya if we invest heavily in it in Mau. It is the most economically viable option since many products can be developed from it including paper, linen and furniture," he said. 
The EU has pledged a further Sh2.4 billion (Euros 20 million) for watershed protection and climate change adaptation 
The EU together with the Danish government have also made Sh2 billion available for community-based organisations to conserve Kenya’s water towers and other critical ecosystems.
The strategic value of Mau Forest which covers 400,000 hectares lies in providing water to millions of people and wildlife and regulating climate.
In the near future, the forest complex is projected to earn Kenya hundreds of millions of shillings from industrialised countries for the services it provides in taking carbon out of the atmosphere and reducing the impacts of climate change.
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New Age (South Africa): Eco-harmony in Kenya’s Mau Forest
29 November 2011

The resettlement of evictees from Kenya’s Mau Forest remains a humanitarian and environmental concern for the country as more than 25000 people continue to live in camps around the forest.

“Indeed the communities around the Mau Forest, such as the Ogiek, Kipsigis and the Maasai, acknowledge the need to save the Mau, but the survival of the environment should be harmonised with the survival of the community,” says Lucy Sadera, who belongs to the Ogiek ethnic group and is a member of Maendeleo ya Wanawake Organisation – the country’s largest women’s movement for development.

The Mau Forest complex in Kenya’s Rift Valley Province is home to the indigenous Ogiek and settler communities like the Kipsigis and Maasai.

The arrival of non-indigenous inhabitants to the Mau Forest began when former President Daniel Arap Moi (1978-2002) encouraged the deforestation of the Mau in order to provide a place to resettle victims of the 1990s land clashes.

However, communities in the Mau Forest, the largest in the country stretching across 400 000 hectares, were forcefully evicted by the government in 2009 in order to stop the massive deforestation occurring here.

For the last two years they have been living on the outskirts of the forest in tents with a lack of basic services, like sanitation.

The Mau Forest is the country’s largest carbon reservoir and largest water tower. The forest is also responsible for flood mitigation and water storage, and reduces soil erosion.

The United Nations Environment Programme (Unep) has blamed frequent drought and flooding in East Africa on deforestation. In the case of the Mau, the water supply from the forest to urban and rural areas has been affected by deforestation.

The government recovered an estimated 20000 hectares of land through the evictions, but the forced removals have been a bitter pill for some to swallow, particularly for the Ogiek community.

“We have known no other home, just like the fish belongs to one habitat and can only survive underwater, so are the Ogiek with the forest,” says Eliud Bonosos, one of only an estimated 20000 Ogiek people.

It has been especially hard to live with the eviction since government officials and prominent Kenyans allegedly “own” large chunks of land in the Mau Forest complex and have been accused of perpetuating deforestation.

Although the Mau Forest complex, the country’s largest closed-canopy forest ecosystem, is public property, prominent people were given huge pieces of land as a reward for their loyalty to the former regime.

However, they do not have title deeds to the land, as it cannot be legally sold. But it is not yet clear what action, if any, is to be taken against them.

Although a list was publicly released in 2010 naming those who allegedly “owned” land in the Mau, many on the list dismissed it as a witch-hunt and a backlash to their rejection of the proposed constitution, which was promulgated around that time.

“The Ogiek are bitter because we continue to be harassed by the government even though the government is aware that the culprits of the massive destruction of the forest are actually prominent political figures.

“The Mau is our ancestral land. Why is it that it’s only in the last decade that destruction of the forest has begun? We know how to coexist with nature and we are not responsible for this ruin,” Bonosos says.

He adds that some of the people who “own” land in the Mau have used the ‘forests resources for personal gain. Some have logged trees, while others have turned huge pieces of land into farming areas.

“The Mau Forest’s significance to the community as well as to the country at large is not in dispute, but this forest has been headed for utter destruction from years of encroachment and the consequent logging,” explains Kantau Nkuruna of the Community Forest Association.

The association, an initiative led by the Ogiek and other communities living near the Mau, aims to help locals benefit from the forest while protecting it.

Nkuruna adds: “Over the last two decades the Mau has lost about 25% of its forest cover, which translates to about 107000 hectares, due to illegal settlements, logging and charcoal burning.”

“The Mau attracts rainfall and is also a major water reservoir, and as a community we have seen the impact its destruction has had on rainfall in this region,” says Nkuruna.

He adds that since conservation efforts began last year, rainfall in the region has improved.

The Mau Forest conserves excess rainwater, and forms the upper catchments of all the main rivers in Kenya’s western region.

These rivers in turn are the lifeline of major lakes such as Lake Naivasha in Kenya, Lake Victoria in Tanzania and Uganda, Lake Turkana in Kenya and Ethiopia, and Lake Natron in Tanzania and Kenya.

Destruction of the forest would reverberate beyond the country’s borders. However, in an attempt by the government to save the Mau, the Kenya Forest Service has recently provided rangers to patrol the forest and protect it from further deforestation.

The question of saving the Mau Forest and resettling its evictees continues to be an extremely emotive issue because politicians from the region claim the eviction of the Mau communities was a move by the government to punish the Rift Valley people for their political leanings.

In the 2007 general election, people in the region voted for the opposition Orange Democratic Movement. This region is significant politically because people here constitute a large voting block, which has the ability to sway an election.

However, the government continues to try to find a home for the evictees.

Minister for Lands James Orengo has admitted that “mistakes were made in the Mau eviction process, but that can be corrected. The task is now to find a community that is not hostile to the evictees.”

However, in the past the government has cited a lack of funds as a reason for not being able to purchase communal land where the evictees can settle.

It is a situation that may change as the government treasury has allocated an estimated $120m (R1bn) for the resettlement of the Ogiek as well as those displaced by the country’s post election violence in 2007-2008.

The rehabilitation of the Mau Forest and the survival of the indigenous communities will require a balance between preserving the environment and the protection of its inhabitants.

So far, this has remained elusive.
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AllAfrica.com: Kenya: Mau Reclamation Gets Sh276 Million Boost
29 November 2011

The European Union has set aside Sh276 million for the rehabilitation of the Mau forest even as the Lands Ministry seeks land to resettle those evicted from the water tower.

The cash, which will be spread over three years, will be invested to improve the livelihoods of local communities and monitor storage of carbon in the northern Mau.

Speaking at the launch of the project in Nairobi Tuesday, Prime Minister Raila Odinga vowed to continue pushing for rehabilitation of the Mau even if it puts his career at risk.

"No matter what it takes, even if it breaks political careers, we must move on and secure our forests," he said.

He spoke of government plans to set up a body, the Kenya Water Towers Agency, to oversee conservation of key forests.

The 2009 eviction of families from Mau raised political temperatures, antagonising Mr Odinga with some members of his ODM party especially from the Rift Valley led by Eldoret North MP William Ruto.

Mr Ruto and his allies have fallen out with Mr Odinga and did not participate in the ongoing ODM grassroots election.

Lands minister James Orengo said his Ministry had been allocated Sh1billion for resettlement of the Mau evictees as well as those kicked out of Mt Elgon and Embobut forests.

However, he said that purchase of land had been derailed by elaborate procurement processes and concerns by host communities.

"People with prime land around the Mau are not willing to sell it at government rates. To avoid conflicts, we are talking to communities where we have identified land to accommodate the evictees," he said.

Mr Orengo also asked the Treasury to release Sh4billion set aside for the resettlement of homeless families, including victims of the post-election violence.

Others at the ceremony were ministers Noah Wekesa (Forestry), William ole Ntimama (Heritage), Unep executive director Achim Steiner, head of the European delegation to Kenya Bernard Rey and Hassan Noor, the chief coordinator of the the Mau Rehabilitation Task Force.

Mr Noor indicated that over 21,000 hectares of forest have been recovered in Phases One and Two of the scheme.

The secretariat is implementing Phase Three which will see recovery of 20,000 hectares in the Maasai Mau trust land forest.

According to Mr Noor, those living in the section have already been profiled to assess the validity of their land documents to establish whether they qualify for compensation.

A total of 44 title deeds have been surrendered with no claim for compensation.
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Coast Week (Kenya): Government plans body to manage Mau water tower
29 November 2011

Kenyan Prime Minister Raila Odinga said on Tuesday the government is set to create a Water Tower Authority to lead in the conservation of environment in the country.

    "We already have Water Towers Conservation Fund and we are now set to increases budget allocation for sustainable rural environment management and the rehabilitation and conservation of water towers in the country," Odinga said when he launched the 2.3 million Euros European Union (EU) funded Northern Mau Forest project in Nairobi.

The PM noted that the EU funding is set to help in supporting watershed protection and climate change adaptation programme in an equitable, efficient and transparent manner, adding that the government will ensure that the funds are used strictly for the intended purpose.

Odinga assured the donors that the government is keen at making Kenya a country to emulate by other countries through its environment conservation efforts, adding that plans are underway to ensure that the temperatures does not exceed the two degrees Celsius limit set by climate scientists.

"Vision 2030 mandates us to increase our forest cover to four percent by the year 2012 and also identifies rehabilitation of the five water towers as a flagship to attaining the goals," he added.

Odinga noted that by the devolution system of governance in the management of natural resources as contained in the Water Act 2002, the Forest Act 2005 and the new constitution, environmental conservation and management is fast changing in the country.

He observed that climate change is real, adding that the country is caught in the trouble given the rate of food insecurity and environmental degradation.

"In Northern Kenya where people were calling for help due to drought, today they are calling for help again due to floods that is already destroying their land. A few months ago we feared for crops in North Rift region, but today lots of maize are marooned in the farms by heavy downpour," he noted.

The Mau Forest complex in Kenya’s Rift Valley Province is home to the indigenous Ogiek, and settler communities like the Kipsigis and Maasai. The resettlement of evictees from Kenya’s Mau Forest remains a humanitarian and environmental concern for the country as more than 25,000 people continue to live in camps around the forest.

The Charge de Affaires and Head of Operations at the EU delegation in Kenya Dr. Benard Rey said that the new three year intervention is set to deliver multiple benefits for Kenya and the regional countries at large.

    "The project will range from restoration of vital water catchments and establishments of payments for environmental services towards the improvement of the people livelihoods and monitoring carbon storage in the Mau Forest," he added.

Rey said the EU is concerned with the conservation of Mau Forest because it is the largest closed canopy forest in sub- Saharan Africa with assets estimated at 1. 5 billion U.S. dollars per year.

Rey said that the EU is financing the project due to the fact that it has a number of innovative approaches that will contribute to national and international goals like the Kenya Climate Change Response Strategy and National REDD strategy.

    "The Mau complex is a living example where economy and environment intersect and will benefit the rest of the world in achieving solutions that balance poverty reduction and environmental sustainability," he added.

    Rey also revealed that the success of the project will inform the ongoing deliberations with the government on how the 20 million Euros for water shade protection and climate change adaptation programme for the water towers will be spent.

The United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP) Executive Director Achim Steiner said that Kenya and the neighbouring countries that rely on water from Mau complex are unable to produce enough food and clean water for domestic use due to the degradation that took place in the water catchment area.

    He warned that Kenya’s vision 2030 can only succeed once the Mau complex is restored since it has the potential for producing energy.

    "The Mau Forest complex supports energy, tourism and agriculture and industries in Rift Valley and Western Kenya," he added.

The EU and the Danish government have earlier made a pledge of 22.3 million dollars for the conservation of Kenya’s water towers and other critical ecosystems through the community Development Trust Fund (CDTF). Already 97 projects have been approved to be implemented by the community.
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Capital FM (Kenya): UNEP, Kenya in Sh270m Mau rehabilitation plan
29 November 2011

The government in partnership with the European Union and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) on Tuesday launched a new three year intervention plan to rehabilitate Northern Mau forest.

This will be done at a cost of Sh274 million funded by the EU and implemented by the Kenyan government and UNEP.

The project is expected to provide multiple benefits for Kenya and the region ranging from restoration of vital water catchments, establishment of payments for environmental services to improving the livelihoods of local communities and monitoring carbon storage in the Mau Forest.

“We can no longer argue about the wisdom of investing in the conservation of our forests. We cannot carry on business as usual without paying a very heavy price,” remarked Prime Minister Raila Odinga.

The project aims at supporting the rehabilitation of the Mau forest ecosystem to create a sustainable basis for its long-term conservation and management.

It will also give an opportunity for Kenya to pilot mechanism to Reduce Emissions from Deforestation and Land Degradation (REDD) by establishing an environmental monitoring system to quantify the carbon storage of the Mau forest, which may also be used to generate future additional resources from carbon credits.

“We launch this as climate talks open in Durban, South Africa. The solution is not just to educate the farmer, it is also to adapt to these changes,” the Prime Minister said.

The Mau Forest Complex is important for water catchment not only in Kenya but also the region as its forests form the upper catchments of 12 main rivers that drain into five major lakes namely Baringo, Nakuru, Natron, Turkana, and Victoria.

The government embarked on the Mau forest restoration plan in mid 2008 following widespread encroachment and de-gazettement of forest reserves leading to the loss of 25 percent of the Mau forest which covers over 400,000 hectares.

“The Mau Forest Complex supports key economic sectors in the Rift Valley and Western Kenya – from energy and tourism to agriculture and industries. The project responds to the immediate needs of government, business and civil society to regulate the use of natural resources through a combination of economic incentives and voluntary measures,” said UNEP Executive Director Achim Steiner.

Steiner noted that this project would place Kenya on the path towards a green economy for sustainable development and poverty alleviation.

EU Head of Operations in Kenya, Bernard Rey said; “The EU has started deliberations with the Government of Kenya to develop a Watershed Protection and Climate Change Adaptation programme. This programme would deal with some of the root causes of the declining water flows from Kenya’s water sources, such as forest excisions, weak institutional capacities and adverse impacts of climate change.”
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Ghana Business News (Ghana): African youth call for more justice in Climate Change negotiations
29 November 2011

Young African delegates gathering in Johannesburg, South Africa, have called on leaders of the World to deliver an outcome that would ensure climate, ecological, economical and gender justice at the 17th Climate Change Conference in Durban.

The youth from all sub regions in Africa who met Monday at a three-day landmark summit to discuss and consolidate their position on issues bothering on climate change, acknowledged that climate change impacts threaten Africa’s food security, health, lands, seeds, rights, natural resources and livelihoods.

Stating that it also presents imminent discrimination and violence against women and other vulnerable groups through forced migrations, loss of natural resources, and therefore the basis for their survival, the youth also called on their leaders to set the conditions that will be mutually beneficial for the creation of green and decent jobs, and allow them to take advantage of the broad spectrum of green jobs.

The youth specifically discussed how they could influence policies that ensure that consumers are more carbon conscious and embrace more sustainable lifestyles; opportunities for green job creation; how to make worthwhile energy efficient choices; and the power of social networking, to mobilising communities and awaken world leaders towards more effective sustainable development options.

In a statement at the end of their deliberation, the African Youth recognised that their unemployment predicament can be tackled by a green economy, which can generate more and better jobs that would contribute to an acceleration of sustainable development.

The statement, which builds on the Bandung Declaration adopted at the UNEP Tunza International Children and Youth Conference that was held from 27 September to 1 October 2011 in Indonesia, further recognised that education is the cornerstone of human existence, and that as capacity building at all levels is of key importance, the capacity of young people should be built accordingly, so that they can play their part in auditing and implementing policies that are related to sustainable development.

The Statement of the African Youth, which also builds on  the Inaugural Generation Earth Youth Summit on Climate Change, which took place in Johannesburg in October 2011, lays out their commitment to lobby their governments to make climate change issues and Rio+20 Earth Summit a top priority.

The youth say they are also committed to adopt more sustainable lifestyles to reduce their ecological footprints, educate their communities and raise awareness about sustainable production and consumption and contribute to the global, regional and national discussions on sustainable development.

A press release jointly issued by Tunza, UNEP and Bayer and the Environmental Affairs Department of South Africa, announced that the Africa Youth Statement will be presented to the African Ministers of Environment at their consultative meeting, which will be held from 4-5 December 2011 in Durban, under the auspices of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment (AMCEN), with the recommendation to ensure that the concerns of Africa’s youth are brought at the highest level of climate change debates.

According to the release, the principal challenge affecting the youth is unemployment and under-employment, despite the fact that their professional skills and qualifications are on the rise.

It adds that Africa’s youth remains the continent’s most important resource and have the potential to play a major and effective part in overcoming the many challenges that are slowing down Sustainable development in Africa.

However, it states that in order to tap into this potential, the youth must be informed and empowered so that they can participate in decision-making and implementation of those decisions and must also be empowered to protect, preserve and sustain the ecosystems whose services power life on earth.

“Even as they are empowered, young people must learn to spot and seize opportunities, particularly those that are to be found in the green economy”.

Commenting on the African Youth’s statement, Mounkaila Goumandakoye, Regional Director of UNEP in Africa, said: “There is still a long and challenging way to go if we want to live up to the values and principles of sustainable development and make them a reality. Taking one step beyond the deadlocks which we face in many areas, we will need to learn how to listen to each other, to integrate views and interests to come to practical solutions. We are delighted that African youth can clearly identify these challenges and propose strategic and collaborative action that address their individual, local, national and continental plight and help Africa walk purposely through the sustainable development path. ”

Meanwhile, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), says the consequences of global warming are likely to be more severe in Africa, even though the World Meteorological Organisation recently reaffirmed that African countries are already suffering major levels of warming and effects in terms of drought and other extreme weather events.
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Australian (Australia): UN climate talks begin amid worries Kyoto pact may dissolve
29 November 2011

Topping the agenda in Durban is the fate of the Kyoto Protocol, the only worldwide pact with targets for curbing heat-trapping emissions, whose first round of pledges expires at the end of 2012.

The conference must also push ahead with a Green Climate Fund to muster up to $100 billion a year for climate-vulnerable countries.

In a speech to the 194-nation forum, South African President Jacob Zuma pointed to a series of disasters in his country as a sign of warning.

"We have experienced unusual and severe flooding in coastal areas in recent times, impacting on people directly as they lose their homes, jobs and livelihoods," he said.

"Given the urgency, governments need to strive to find solutions here in Durban. Change and solutions are always possible, and Durban must take us many steps forward towards a solution that saves tomorrow today."

But the mood has been soured by rifts over how to share out the burden of emissions curbs, while the global economic crisis casts a long shadow over the climate fund.

UN climate chief Christiana Figueres said the 12-day talks must urgently shore up public confidence.

"This conference needs to reassure the vulnerable -- all those who have already suffered and all those who will still suffer from climate change -- that tangible action is being taken for a safer future," she said.

Divisions within the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) are pitching rich against poor, rich against rich and poor against poor.

Wealthy countries that are parties to the Kyoto Protocol are baulking at developing-country demands to renew their emissions vows beyond 2012.

Such a move, they argue, would be folly so long as China, which as a developing economy has no specified targets under Kyoto, and the United States, which abandoned the treaty in 2001, are not bound by similar constraints.

"We will not make a second commitment to Kyoto," Canada's environment minister, Peter Kent, said in Ottawa as he called for a "new international agreement" encompassing all major emitters. Canadian broadcaster CTV said Canada would formally withdraw from Kyoto next month.

The European Union is the last bloc in the developed world to champion Kyoto.

It is willing to take on a second round of pledges, but on one condition: all major emitters should endorse the completion of a legally binding global climate pact, perhaps by 2015, into which Kyoto could be subsumed.

The last time a worldwide climate deal was attempted was in Copenhagen, in December 2009, at a summit that notoriously came within an inch of collapse.

In the end, a face-saving deal was brokered among a small group of countries and it has developed into the voluntary matrix which dominates the UNFCCC process today.

Countries register pledges for cutting greenhouse gases in the goal of limiting warming to two degrees Celsius (3.6 degrees Fahrenheit), although the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) says current promises fall far short of what is needed.

But US chief negotiator Jonathan Pershing was cautious about the EU roadmap.

"We want to know more about the content of such an agreement before we commit to a legal form," he said.

He said large emerging economies -- "and, frankly, from what I can tell, Europe as well" -- had no intention to ramp up their pre-2020 promises.

"It is in that context, of course, that we come to a post-2020 agreement."

The 132-nation bloc of developing countries hit at "some" rich countries "which insisted in inflexible positions that would make real progress at this session quite difficult."

But within this bloc are small-island and least-developed countries, who are dismayed by any delay in forging a new treaty.

"It is headed towards a real impasse in Durban, frankly, there is no way to gloss over it," a veteran observer participating in the talks said on Sunday.
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EE News (USA): UNEP study suggests a cheaper way to curb short-term global warming
29 November 2011

Some policies designed to curb short-lived climate warmers may end up being cheaper than the older practices and technologies they replace, according to a new U.N. report. 

The analysis by the U.N. Environment Programme (UNEP) examines the costs, benefits and drawbacks of using 16 existing technologies to reduce emissions of black carbon, methane and pollutants that combine with sunlight to form tropospheric ozone. 
It builds on earlier U.N. research that found curbing the world's output of those three substances would help limit climate change by roughly a degree Fahrenheit by 2030 while improving public health and crop yields (ClimateWire, June 14). 
The new analysis, released Friday, comes as nations gather in Durban, South Africa, for the latest round of U.N. climate talks. It examines the existing technologies and practices available to make those emissions reductions, including capturing methane produced by landfills and fossil fuel extraction, introducing cleaner-burning cookstoves, installing particulate filters on diesel engines and banning the practice of burning fields of agricultural waste. 
Its recommendations vary by region, based on the current level of development and mix of technologies already in place. 

In Africa, the report says, the largest short-term climate benefits would come from reducing black carbon emissions by replacing cookstoves that burn wood or dung. In North America and Europe, putting in place policies to reduce or capture methane emissions from coal mining, oil and gas production and municipal waste would pack the biggest climate punch. 
Putting such measures in place may produce cost savings in some cases, the report says. It concludes that half the recommended global cuts in black carbon and methane emissions can be made using technologies that provide net cost savings over their lifetime. 
But because reductions in those short-lived pollutants will have a "modest" effect on climate change over the long term, steep cuts to the world's carbon dioxide output are still necessary, the report says. 
"Climate change will, in the final analysis, never be controlled unless the principal long-lived greenhouse gas -- carbon dioxide -- is substantially and significantly curbed," UNEP Executive Director Achim Steiner said in a foreword to the new report. "Nevertheless, short-lived climate forcers represent a complementary measure with multiple near-term benefits increasingly ripe and ready for cooperative action."
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Business Day (South Africa): COP-17:  UN environment body hits out at rich countries
29 November 2011

The United Nations Environmental Programme (Unep) says developed countries are "stuck on weaker, conditional pledges" and that the greenhouse gas emissions targets they have set themselves are "riddled with loopholes". 
COP-17, the Durban-hosted UN climate change negotiations, moved into work mode on Tuesday after the pomp and circumstance of Monday’s opening ceremony. 

Talks president Maite Nkoana-Mashobane, South Africa’s international relations and co-operation minister, said negotiators had been urged to finalise this week all but the political issues that have to be left to the ministers and heads of state that arrive next week. 
Unep said the "rather large elephant in the room" at the COP-17 was the ever-widening gap between the action needed to stem global warming and what is on the table this year. 
Scientists agree that average global warming should be kept below 2° C to avoid damaging climate change. 
An updated Unep Emissions Gap Report, released last week, concludes that by 2020, global emissions need to be reduced to 44 gigatonnes if the world is to keep to a "credible pathway" to limiting average global warming to below 2° C — and there is growing consensus that warming needs to be kept below 1,5° C. 

Unep said it was not too late, and if "strong action" was taken, this target could be reached. This would require a focus on energy efficiency and clean, renewable energy, a halt to deforestation, improved waste management and better agricultural services. It would also require action on emissions in the shipping and aviation industries. 

The global aviation industry is fighting attempts to tax its emissions, but the International Maritime Organisation’s proposals to reduce emissions have been met with a softer stance from shipping companies. 
Unep said in a newsletter distributed at the Durban talks that it was developed countries that needed to "raise their game dramatically". The European Union, the US and several other industrialised nations have presented different arguments and stances that all centre on ensuring that developing nations commit to legally binding targets to reduce emissions under any agreement reached this year. 
Developed nations other than the US argue the 1997 Kyoto Protocol — the first commitment period of which expires next December — only covers 27% of global greenhouse gas emissions, and any second commitment period or new agreement needs to include targets for the US and main emerging economies. 

The US says it will not sign any agreement that does not include China, the world’s second-largest economy after the US and its highest greenhouse gas emitter (accounting for more than 20% of total emissions). 

The Kyoto Protocol is the only legally binding global agreement on greenhouse gas emission reductions that contains targets for most of the industrialised world, but not the US, which refused to ratify it.
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Pollution Online (USA): UNEP Says Renewables Key to Getting Emissions on Safe Track
29 November 2011

The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) has released a new report outlining the pathways to 2020 to be able to deliver the additional 6 to 11 gigatonne cuts I greenhouse gas emissions needed to a global, 21st century, temperature rise under 2 degrees C. Renewable energy and energy efficiency technologies form an intergral part of the study. 
The Bridging the Emissions Gap report, issued just days ahead of the UN climate convention negotiations in South Africa and seven months before the Rio+20 summit in Brazil, provides the clearest indicators yet that the world already has the solutions to avert damaging climate change. 
It presents policymakers with clear ideas on how to bridge the emissions gap by 2020 which, as a result of improved modelling from last year's assessment, is now estimated, under the most optimistic scenarios, to be 6 GtCO2e rather than 5 Gt of GtCO2e. 

The report also outlines far more pessimistic scenarios, if the commitments and pledges of developed countries, including levels of financing amounting to $100 billion a year by 2020, and the intentions of developing ones are not fully realized-the gap then, by 2020, could be 11 GtCO2e. Under business-as-usual conditions, it could even be 12 GtCO2e. 

"The annual UNEP Gap Report is a vital contribution to the global effort to address dangerous climate change," said United Nations Secretary General Ban Ki-moon. "It shows that we have much to do, both in terms of ambition and policy, but it also shows that the gap can still be closed if we act now. This is a message of hope and an important call to action." 
Bridging the gap "feasible"
UNEP's comprehensive study concludes that brining emissions down to safer levels is "technologically and economically feasible, with an accelerated uptake of renewable energy, fuel switching and energy efficiency improvements delivering a large slice of the necessary cuts. 
Other measures include sectoral improvements ranging from increased penetration of public transport and more fuel efficient vehicles to ones in areas, such as, agriculture and waste management. 
The report cites aviation and shipping as a special but important case, as currently these 'international emissions' fall outside the Kyoto Protocol-the emission reduction treaty. 

Together they account for around five per cent of C02 emissions and could account for up to 2.5 Gigatonnes (Gt) of carbon dioxide equivalent (GtCO2e) annually, by 2020. 

"Options for reducing emissions from both sectors include improving fuel efficiency and using low-carbon fuels. For the shipping sector, another promising and simple option is to reduce ship speeds," says the report which has involved 55 scientists and experts from 28 scientific groups across 15 countries. 
"This report puts into the hands of governments and policymakers vital information about their options if the world is to meet the climate change challenge," said Achim Steiner, Executive Director of UNEP and Under-Secretary General of the UN. "This year, countries will be able to begin their deliberations in Durban, South Africa, with all the key technological and economic scenarios at their fingertips that outline the gap between current ambition and scientific reality alongside the urgent bridges that can be built to span this emissions' divide." 
Bridging the Emissions Gap is the second in UNEP's series of reports on the topic. The first - the Emissions Gap Report - became a clear benchmark at last year's international climate negotiations in Cancun, Mexico. There, policymakers asked UNEP to prepare a follow-up report that, not only updated emissions gap estimates, but which also provided ideas on how to bridge the gap. That follow-up is the new report, Bridging the Emissions Gap. 
Christiana Figueres, Executive Secretary of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, emphasized the need for increased action. "This study, again, reminds us that efforts to address climate change are currently still insufficient," she said. "But it also shows that it is possible for governments to bridge the gap between what they have promised and what needs to be done to stay below a 2-degrees Celsius average global temperature rise." 
"Time is short, so we need to optimize the tools at hand. In Durban, governments need to resolve the immediate future of the Kyoto Protocol, define the longer path towards a global, binding climate agreement, launch the agreed institutional network to support developing countries in their response to the climate challenge, and set out a path to deliver the long-term funding that will pay for that," she added. 

Changes to energy system key
Bridging the Emissions Gap highlights the need for realistic changes in the energy system, by improving energy efficiency and by accelerating the introduction of renewable energies. 
Specifically, the study reviewed 13 scenarios from nine different scientific groups. The scenarios were all able to reduce greenhouse gas emissions to meet the 2-degree target by 2020 by using a combination of the following: 

·        Improving energy efficiency: primary energy production would need to drop up to 11 per cent from business-as-usual models in 2020, and the amount of energy used per unit of GDP would need to fall 1.1-2.3 per cent each year from 2005 to 2020. 

·        Up to 28 per cent of total primary energy would need to come from non-fossil sources in 2020 (up from 18.5 per cent in 2005). 

·        Up to 17 per cent of total primary energy in 2020 would come from biomass (up from about 10.5 per cent in 2005). 

·        Up to 9 per cent of total primary energy in 2020 would come from non-biomass renewable energy (solar, wind, hydroelectricity and the like). 

·        Non-CO2 emissions would fall by up to19 per cent relative to business as usual by 2020. 
The report's authors note that all the scenarios examined had different mixes of these options, indicating that there are many different pathways to bridging the gap. 

Importantly for policymakers, the report also looks at what these options would cost. Globally, the average marginal costs range from $US25-$US54 per tonne of equivalent carbon dioxide removed, with a median value of $US34 per tonne. 
Sector by sector
The study also examined research on various economic sectors to consider technical potential for emissions reductions by 2020. It found the following potential: 

·        Electricity production: 2.2 to 3.9 GtCO2e per year through more efficient power plants, and by introducing renewable energy sources, carbon capture and storage and fuel shifting. 

·        Industry: 1.5 to 4.6 GtCO2e per year through improved energy efficiency, fuel switching, power recovery, materials efficiency and other measures. 

·        Transport (excluding aviation and shipping sectors): 1.4 to 2.0 GtCO2e per year through improved fuel efficiency, adoption of electric drive vehicles, shifting to public transit and use of low-carbon fuels. 

·        Aviation and shipping: 0.3-0.5 GtCO2e per year through improved fuel efficiency and low-carbon fuels, and other measures. Buildings: 1.4 to 2.9 GtCO2e per year by improving the efficiency of heating, cooling, lighting and appliances, and other measures. 

·        Forestry: 1.3 to 4.2 GtCO2e per year by reducing deforestation and making changes in forest management that increases above and below ground carbon stocks. 

·        Agriculture: 1.1 to 4.3 GtCO2e per year through changes in cropland and livestock management practices that reduce non-CO2 emissions and enhance soil carbon. 

·        Waste: about 0.8 GtCO2e per year by improving wastewater treatment, waste gas recovery from landfills, and other measures. 

The total emission reduction potential adds up to about 17 GtCO2e, plus/minus 3 GtCO2e, with marginal costs of up to $US50-100 per tonne of GtCO2e. This is consistent with the cost estimates from the scenarios mentioned above. 

This emissions reduction potential is larger than the estimated emissions gap of 12 GtCO2e under business-as-usual conditions, and as such provides policymakers with clear insights into promising options for the way forward to stay below the 2-degree C target. 
The report concludes that policymakers could narrow or close the emissions gap in 2020 by: 

1.        Agreeing to implement their more ambitious emissions reduction pledges with stricter rules for complying with these pledges; 

2.        Deciding to target their energy systems, using more non-fossil fuel and renewable energy sources, and making significant improvements in energy efficiency; 

3.        Putting in place strong, long-term, sector-specific polices to achieve the full emissions potential of the different economic sectors.
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Montreal Gazette (Canada): Pope, Tutu urge climate-change deal
29 November 2011

Breathing new life into the Kyoto protocol is a "tall order" and the toughest challenge facing global talks on climate change, the UN climate chief said Sunday. 

Christiana Figueres, head of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change, pointed to the enormity of the task amid escalating demands from developing countries and green campaigners to save the only legally binding treaty to cut greenhouse gases. 

Taking place against an evergrimmer backdrop, the talks drew appeals on Sunday from the Catholic and Anglican churches to cut carbon emissions and help poor countries facing worsening drought, flood, storms and rising seas. 
Kyoto's first round of emissions pledges by rich countries expires next year, but only the European Union - which accounts for just 11 per cent of global CO2 emissions - has said it might renew its vows. 
Defectors such as Japan and Russia, and the U.S., which never ratified Kyoto, are eyeing a parallel forum in the 194-nation UNFCCC that focuses on voluntary emissions curbs. 

A breakthrough - if there is one - will come in the last days of the talks when ministers arrive in Durban to try to push through a final compromise, Figueres said. 

Developing countries are lobbying hard for Kyoto to be kept alive, and some campaigners have warned of angry protests. 
The good news coming into negotiations is a "growing momentum for action," Figueres added, pointing to recent actions in nearly 20 countries to reduce carbon emissions. 

The bad news is a wave of new data showing that carbon dioxide levels have hit record highs and are causing more intense and frequent extreme weather. 

As a result, the window for lowercost mitigation is fast closing. 

"These reports are sounding alarm bells for urgent action," she said. 

At a rally in Durban, Nobel Peace laureate Desmond Tutu branded climate change a "huge, huge enemy" that threatened the common home of humanity, imperilling rich and poor alike. 
"No one, no country can fight that enemy on his own an enemy called global warming, climate change," he said. 

"We have only one home. This is the only home we have. And whether you are rich or poor, this is your only home. You are members of one family, the human race." 

In Europe, the leaders of the Roman Catholic and Anglican churches urged the climate talks to forge an outcome. 
"I hope all members of the international community will agree on a responsible, credible and united response to this worrying and complex phenomenon," Pope Benedict told pilgrims in Rome. 
The Pope said the agreement should also "take into account the needs of the poorest populations and of future generations." 

The Archbishop of Canterbury, Rowan Williams, the leader of the world's Anglicans, called on the talks to show "real moral leadership". 

He urged rich nations to detail how they will fulfil their pledges for the Green Climate Fund. 
Canadian Environment Minister Peter Kent said the government is ready to contribute another $400 million in annual climate-change financing for developing countries. 

"We haven't identified the major focus of our funding, but the prime minister, when he signed the Copenhagen agreement, committed to $1.2 billion in fast-start financing over three years," he said. 
Although Kent has said Canada wants to leave the Kyoto treaty behind, he said the government is taking a "constructive" approach to remain in the agreement while pushing for a new deal. 
He said there is growing recognition among all countries that a new agreement is needed to meaningfully reduce emissions from major polluting countries such as China and the U.S. 
He said that other allies, such as Japan, Australia and New Zealand, are also leaning this way.
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Financial Post (USA): Renewable power trumps fossils for first time as UN stalls
28 November 2011

Renewable energy is surpassing fossil fuels for the first time in new power-plant investments, shaking off setbacks from the financial crisis and an impasse at the United Nations global warming talks. 
Electricity from the wind, sun, waves and biomass drew US$187-billion last year compared with US$157-billion for natural gas, oil and coal, according to calculations by Bloomberg New Energy Finance using the latest data. Accelerating installations of solar- and wind-power plants led to lower equipment prices, making clean energy more competitive with coal.
“The progress of renewables has been nothing short of remarkable,” United Nations Environment Program Executive Secretary Achim Steiner said in an interview. “You have record investment in the midst of an economic and financial crisis.” 

The findings indicate the world is shifting toward consuming more renewable energy even without a global agreement on limiting greenhouse gases. Delegates from more than 
190 nations converge in Durban, South Africa, on Nov. 28 to discuss new measures for limiting emissions damaging the climate. 

Subsidizing the Boom 

The renewables boom, spurred by about US$66-billion of subsidies last year, intensified competition between wind- turbine and solar-panel manufacturers, gutting margins from the biggest producers led by Vestas Wind Systems A/S and First Solar Inc. The 95-member WilderHill New Energy Index of renewable- energy stocks has tumbled 40% this year, steeper than the 14% drop in the MSCI World Index. 
The zeal to replace fossil fuels, which take millions of years to form from dead organic matter, belies the failed efforts at the UN talks to broker a deal that would limit carbon dioxide emissions from coal and oil blamed for global warming. Without a deal, existing pollution caps under the 1997 Kyoto Protocol expire next year. 
Debate in South Africa’s third-largest city will include how to establish a fund that would channel an unspecified portion of $100 billion a year in climate aid pledged by rich nations to developing countries by 2020. Monitoring and verifying emissions cuts made by all nations are also on the agenda, as well as making a mechanism for transferring CO2- reducing technology between states. Discussions on those issues may be eclipsed by talks on the future of Kyoto. 
‘Paralyzed’ 
“It’s impossible to punt any further down the line a decision regarding a second commitment period for the Kyoto Protocol,” Harvard University Environmental Economics Director Robert Stavins said in an interview. “Those discussions will dominate, and the process could become paralyzed.” 
 The talks on the future of Kyoto were deadlocked after existing members Russia, Canada and Japan said they won’t make new emissions targets after 2012 because the accord doesn’t set limits for the three biggest polluters: the U.S., which never ratified it, and developing nations China and India. 
“Hopes have been ratcheted down,” said Daniel Yergin, chairman of IHS Cambridge Energy Research Associates. “The notion that there is going to be a global compact on this have been pushed back,” said the author of “The Prize,” a history of the oil industry that won him a Pulitzer Prize in 1992. 
‘Bewildering’ Rules 
The wind-energy industry is now more focused on the “sometimes bewildering variety of domestic and regional policies” than on the UN negotiations as a source of impetus for growth, said Steve Sawyer, secretary-general of the Brussels-based Global Wind Energy Council. 
As well as renewables spending exceeding that on new fossil plants, last year also was the first time expenditure in developing countries, mainly China, exceeded that in the industrialized world, Sawyer said, predicting both trends will continue. 
The New Energy Finance figures exclude investment that merely replaces existing plants, and its renewables tally excludes money spent on building large hydropower projects. 
Wind operators are likely to install 43 gigawatts of generating capacity this year and 48 gigawatts next year, up from 36 gigawatts in 2010, GWEC estimates. 
New Energy Finance forecast solar installations globally to total 26.4 gigawatts in 2011 and 27.8 gigawatts in 2012, up from 18.2 gigawatts last year. Investment in renewable energy may double to $395 billion a year by 2020, led by growth in offshore wind and solar projects, the London-based analyst said Nov. 16. 
Struggling Industry 
Even with the boom, renewables companies are struggling. Growing demand for wind turbines and solar panels led to a surge in production. The resulting overcapacity forced companies from Chinese solar manufacturers Yingli Green Energy Holding Co. and Renesola Ltd. to U.S. rivals SunPower Corp. and First Solar along with Vestas of Denmark to slash forecasts for margins and sales this year. Recession in European nations has also held back demand. 
“In some countries the actual energy consumption has gone down because of the financial crisis, and that means it’s even more difficult to develop new projects,” said Ditlev Engel, chief executive officer of Vestas, which is the world’s biggest wind turbine maker. 
Royal Dutch Shell Plc is among the companies supporting CO2 trading under the climate talks as a cheap way to encourage cleaner emissions, said Graeme Sweeney, executive vice president for CO2 at Shell, Europe’s biggest oil company. 
Pollution Price 
“CO2 pricing that’s supported through carbon markets delivers the lowest cost, the fastest, and the most effective response to climate change,” Sweeney said. The company would like to see carbon capture and storage, a technology that pumps power plant emissions for permanent underground storage, included in the UN’s Clean Development Mechanism carbon-offset program, he said. 
 Financial austerity measures in 10 nations, including the U.S., Japan, Spain and Germany, will cut spending on climate- protection measures by $45 billion in the five years through 2015, Ernst & Young forecast on Nov. 17. The measures include renewable-energy subsidies and tax credits and pollution- abatement programs. 
“Governments of the leading countries of the world are likely to drastically slow down their investments in sustainability amid public spending cuts that could escalate if the debt crisis worsens in Europe,” said Juan Costa Climent, E&Y’s London-based climate sustainability chief, a former Spanish trade secretary. “In this context, reaching an agreement in Durban seems impossible.” 
Share of Demand 
Renewable energy now accounts for a small proportion of global demand, about 4 percent when counted with biomass and generators powered by waste, according to the International Energy Agency. That level will rise to 14 percent by 2035 under the Paris-based organization’s central forecast. Oil, coal and gas that today have 75 percent of demand will see that figure drop to 62 percent over the same period, the IEA says. 
With an extension to Kyoto in its current form unlikely, the 27-nation EU bloc will push for a clear path charting when countries will make legally binding commitments, EU Climate Commissioner Connie Hedegaard said in an interview. The EU, which accounts for 11 percent of global emissions, will seek to reach a new, expanded treaty with the world’s biggest emitters. 
“You cannot keep momentum in a political process just by implementing old decisions,” Hedegaard said. “A road map with a timetable would mark one significant step forward.” 

Envoys at last year’s climate talks in Cancun, Mexico, set a goal to contain global warming to 2 degrees Celsius (3.6 Fahrenheit) since the 19th century. Pledges made so far, which aren’t legally binding, are insufficient, according to the IEA. 
“With current policies in place, global temperatures are set to increase 6 degrees Celsius, which has catastrophic implications,” IEA Chief Economist Fatih Birol said. “If as of 2017 there is not a start of a major wave of new and clean investments, the door to 2 degrees will be closed.” 
The South African organizers want to ensure new targets are set under Kyoto, which developing countries value because it holds the developed world to account for more than a century of climate-warming emissions. 
“We cannot from conference to conference repeat the same rhetoric without getting to a practical implementation,” Cedric Frolick, House Chair in the South African Parliament, said in an interview. “We simply cannot afford for Durban to become the graveyard of the Kyoto Protocol.”
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Vanguard (Nigeria): EU, US urges passage of PIB
30 November 2011

The European Union and United States Energy Council have called on the Federal Government to pass the Petroleum Industry Bill as part of measures to increase transparency in the nation’s  energy resource development.

In a joint statement from the delegation of the European Union to Nigeria in Abuja, yesterday, EU and US Energy Council also offered to support Nigeria’s bid to reduce gas flaring.

The statement signed by Modestus Chukwulaka of the Politics, Economics, Trade, Information and Communication section, highlighted the council’s meeting in Washington on Monday to review progress achieved on strategic energy issues, cooperation on energy policies and research collaboration  on sustainable and clean energy technologies as mandated by the Council in 2009.

The statement read, “The EU and U.S. noted Nigeria ’s 2010 adherence to the Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative, NEITI, a particular focus of last year’s Energy Council, and called on the Nigerian authorities to pass and implement a Petroleum Industry Bill to increase transparency in energy resource development, and to implement its far reaching program on power sector reform.

“While recognizing the positive impact of the Amnesty in the Niger Delta so far, the EU and the US urge the government of Nigeria to follow up on the UNEP report on Ogoniland, remedy the critical health and environmental problems facing this region and further engage oil companies and the international community on this issue.

“The EU and U.S. stated their intention to coordinate their respective efforts to support Nigeria ’s reform and development agenda, communicating regularly on key issues such as improved access to electricity, reduced gas flaring and good governance in the energy sector.”
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Eco Business: Indonesia optimistic to surpass one billion tree target
29 November 2011

All regions in Indonesia simultaneously planted thousands of trees to mark Indonesian Tree Planting Day and National Planting Month led by President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono at Merah Putih Hill, Sentul, Citeureup, Bogor, West Java Province, on Monday (Nov 28).

The presidential tree planting ceremony was the signal for the simultaneous execution of the same activity by at least 8,820 people including servicemen and police officers, boy and girl scouts, and students.

Indonesia has set a target of planting one billion trees under a program called “One Billion Indonesian Trees for The World” (OBIT ) being implemented to help reduce greenhouse gases.

The OBIT program is Indonesia’s concrete contribution to the world to deal with the impacts of climate change and global warming.

Globally, more than 12 billion trees have now been planted in 193 countries under the Billion Tree Campaign, according to the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP).

Inspired by the work of the late Nobel Peace Prize Laureate Wangari Maathai, UNEP had initiated a world-wide Billion Tree Campaign aimed to improve the quality of life in communities across the world through the multiple benefits provided by trees.

These include tackling climate change through the sequestration of carbon, contributing to local economies through products such as timber and providing valuable ecosystem services such as soil regulation, erosion control and cultural values.

Forestry Minister Zulkifli Hasan is optimistic that Indonesia will be able to surpass the target on January 31, 2012, as during 2011 a total of 827 million trees were planted.

“Until now, we have accomplished 80 percent of the tree planting program. I am optimistic the target will be achieved in late December and it will even be exceeded in 2012,” the minister said in his remarks at the nation-wide tree planting ceremony at Merah Putih Hill, Sentul.

On the occasion, Yudhoyono planted a Manglid (Manglietia glauca) tree, First Lady Ani Yudhoyono a (Gnetum gnemon) tree, Vice President Boediono a Suren (Toona sureni) tree, and his spouse, Herawati Boediono, a Salam (Syzygium polyanthum) tree.

After the tree planting, the president presented awards to provincial governors and districts head who had won a one billion tree planting contest in 2010, and a greening and “Wana Lestari” nature conservation competition in 2011.

The country managed to plant 104 million trees of the 100 million target in 2008, and 250 million trees of the 230 million target in 2009.

Last year, the total tree planting realization jumped to 1.7 billion trees from the target of one billion since the program was launched in 2007.

The Forestry Ministry has allocated funds amounting to Rp3 trillion to support the program of planting more than 1.7 billion trees across the country this year.

At present the country has a stock of 1.7 billion seeds of which 600 million are kept by the forestry ministry, 500 million by state forestry companies and 600 million by timber estate companies.

The planting of one billion trees was started on February 1, 2011 and would be completed on January 31, 2012, according to Minister Zulkifli.

A number of private forestry companies have also supported the program.

President Commissioner of PT. Riau Andalan Pulp and Paper (RAPP) Tony Wenas, for instance, said his company fully supported the Indonesian Tree Planting Day (HMPI) and the National Tree Planting Month 2011.

Tony said his company had three satellite nurseries in Kerinci, Pelalawan, and Baserah, in Sumatra, with a production capacity of 200 million seedlings annually. RAPP was planting around 160 million trees annually, he said.

Earlier, the forestry minister said activities under the national tree planting movement had been carried out in 23 provinces this year to help deal with forest degradation in the country.

The tree planting movement would be intensified in every district by 2013, the minister said recently.

“Thank God, public awareness about the need to plant trees has grown. A number of regions have tree planting programs. Hopefully, the movement will reach the district level by 2013,” the minister said when visiting a One Million Seedling Garden belonging to Budiasi Foundation at Sentul, Bogor.

The tree planting movement is carried out with the support of the Indonesian Defense Forces (TNI) especially in conservation forest areas, in order to prevent illegal logging activities.

The involvement of servicemen in the tree planting program was crucial to help protect the trees from irresponsible people who came to uproot trees, the forestry ministry’s Natural Conservation and Forest Protection Director General Darori said in Jakarta Monday.

He explained that if there were 350 trees having an average diameter of 36 centimeters on a one-hectare area, the area will have a carbon sink capacity of up to 147.84 tons per hectare.

President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono when observing Indonesia’s Tree Planting Day and National Tree Planting Month in West Java, on Dec. 8, 2009, asked the nation to plant 4 billion trees by 2020 and 9.2 billion trees by 2050.

“If we can achieve half of the target, the trees can absorb 46 billion carbon by 2050. The figure is indeed pessimistic, but if we could plant more trees, much more CO2 could be captured, and this will become our contribution to the world,” the president said.

At the G20 summit in Pittsburgh, in September 2009, Yudhoyono pledged to cut emissions by 26 percent by 2020 using the state budget and by 41 percent if developed nations gave the financial support to do so.

Earlier this year, the head of state signed a Presidential Instruction on a deforestation moratorium to help curb the impact of climate change and preserve the remaining tropical forests and biodiversity in it.
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UN News Centre: UN climate change conference kicks off in Durban with call to action
28 November 2011

Thousands of representatives from governments, international organizations and civil society gathered today in Durban, South Africa for the start of the United Nations Climate Change Conference, which seeks to advance ways to cut global carbon emissions and pollution.

The stakes at the two-week long conference are high, as its outcome will determine the future of the Kyoto Protocol, the legally binding treaty to reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, whose first commitment period is due to expire in 2012.

UN Independent Expert on Human Rights and International Solidarity Virginia Dandan said in a statement issued today that the Durban conference represents a “make or break moment for humanity,” and warned that failure to act would greatly damage future environmental negotiations.

    The world is calling for genuine international solidarity and multilateralism, and for its leaders to take a leap of faith in unison, and as one.

“The world is calling for genuine international solidarity and multilateralism, and for its leaders to take a leap of faith in unison, and as one,” Ms. Dandan said. “There is great need for a radical mindset change in order to bring back to the negotiating table the time-honoured values of humanity that have been forgotten after decades of market and profit-driven orientation.”

Ms. Dandan stressed that decisive action and work in solidarity are needed to achieve concrete results, adding that negotiations must also take into account principles of human rights, equality and justice if they are to be successful.

“Greater cooperation and solidarity are required now more than ever before, to face the challenges posed by climate change such as the intensification and increasing frequency of natural disasters, as well as the continuing and widening poverty gap, and the series of food, energy, economic and financial global crises,” she said.

Ms. Dandan underscored that failure in Durban would have a negative impact on the multilateral system as a whole, but would be especially damaging for the UN Sustainable Development Conference (Rio+20) in Brazil in June next year.

“Failure in Durban would impact on the three pillars of the UN – namely, peace and security, development and human rights, and pin the world down to ground zero,” she said.

During her opening remarks to the conference, Executive Secretary of the UN Framework Conventions on Climate Change (UNFCCC) Christiana Figueres urged countries to seize the opportunity to finish the tasks set during last year’s negotiations in Cancún, Mexico, and ensure policies are translated into action.

“We meet here at a time when greenhouse gas concentrations in the atmosphere have never been higher, when the number of livelihoods that have been dissolved by climate change impacts has never been greater and when the need for action has never been more compelling or more achievable,” she said.

Ms. Figueres said countries can take two major steps in Durban to address climate change. The first is completing a comprehensive package to help developing countries adapt to climate change and limit the growth of their GHG emissions, and the second relates to how governments can work together to limit the global temperature rise and thus prevent further natural disasters.

“These negations are about securing a better future and improving the quality of life of people. The momentum for change is building, not least in developing countries. More can be achieved if governments and the private sector work in partnerships,” she said.

The Durban conference comes just after a UN conference on wildlife in Bergen, Norway, last week in which agreements to protect seven migratory species were reached. Species that were granted increased protection include the giant manta ray, the Argali sheep of the Central Asian highlands, the Bobolink grassland bird from South America, and the red-footed falcon.

During the Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals, organised by the UN Environmental Programme (UNEP), countries also agreed to strengthen their efforts to mitigate the most serious threats to migratory species, such as wind turbines, power lines, climate change, wildlife disease and illegal hunting.

In addition, governments adopted various resolutions to protect marine species from threats such as noise pollution and sonar from vessels especially in areas that are home to whales, dolphins and sea turtles.
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Other Environment News
Reuters (USA): China decries Canada's "bad example" in climate talks
30 November 2011

Canada's failure to deny reports that it is about to ditch the Kyoto Protocol is "setting a bad example" to other developed nations as global climate change talks enter their third day, China's official news agency said on Wednesday.

Canadian Environment Minister Peter Kent said on Monday that Kyoto was "the past", but he would not confirm media reports that Ottawa was planning to formally withdraw from the treaty, one of the main topics of global climate talks now under way in Durban, South Africa. .

Canada says it backs a new global deal to cut emissions of greenhouse gases, but insists it has to cover all nations, including China and India, which are not bound by Kyoto's current targets.

The commentary published by Xinhua news agency accused Canada of undermining global efforts against climate change and damaging its own reputation in pursuit of short-term interests.

"While delegations from every country attend the Durban climate conference to discuss a second commitment period for the Kyoto Protocol, one can imagine the damage done by this 'rumour'," Xinhua said.

"Some are angry and some are depressed, but whatever the expression made by each delegation, they are united in their criticism of Canada."

The commentary said Canada's failure to meet its Kyoto Protocol targets had encouraged it to write off the protocol and thereby "smash a pot to pieces just because it is cracked".

The Kyoto Protocol obliged signatory countries from the developed world to make mandatory cuts in their total greenhouse gas emissions by 2012, when the first commitment period ends.

Canada was obliged to slash CO2 by 6 percent compared to 1990, but by 2009, the total was still 17 percent higher.
Canada was also likely to be using the rumours to try to secure a favourable breakthrough during the Durban talks, Xinhua said, and "as soon as the negotiations do not meet its expectations, it will allow the rumours to become reality".

If Canada pulls out of Kyoto, it will join the United States on the sidelines of a treaty originally designed to force rich nations with far higher historical levels of greenhouse gas emissions to take on most of the burden when it comes to handling climate change.

Developing nations like China and India were not under any obligation to make binding CO2 cuts under the treaty, and also received funding for clean projects through Kyoto's Clean Development Mechanism.

Russia and Japan have refused to support an extension of Kyoto beyond 2012, saying that the treaty is meaningless if the biggest emitters -- China and the United States -- do not sign up for binding cuts.
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China Daily (China): Fate of Kyoto Protocol in spotlight at talks
30 November 2011

The global climate change talks in Durban got off to a rocky start, with developed and developing countries holding diverging positions, indicating tough negotiations ahead.

The fate of the Kyoto Protocol, the sole international agreement that obligates industrialized countries to slash carbon emissions, remains the essential issue of the summit.

Developing countries are calling for an extension of the first commitment period which expires in December 2012.

"It is hardly conceivable that a country would leave the Kyoto Protocol to do more," said Su Wei, China's top climate change negotiator.

He reiterated that the Kyoto Protocol is the cornerstone of the climate regime and its second commitment period is the essential priority for the success of the Durban conference.

The Durban conference should clearly establish the second commitment period under the Kyoto Protocol where developed countries shall undertake quantified emission reduction commitments, he said.

"We cannot lower the bar for negotiations in Durban neither keep shifting goal posts," said Ambassador Silvia Merega of Argentina, on behalf of the Group of 77 developing countries and China.

"Durban should not be the burial ground for the Kyoto Protocol, rather, it should be the birthplace of the second commitment period."

"It must be preserved and strengthened if we are to ensure any meaningful multilateral response to the issue of climate change," she said.

Christiana Figueres, the UN's top climate official, said the protocol's future is "the defining issue of this conference".

She said an extension of Kyoto targets is linked to pledges that developing countries must make to join the fight against climate change.

The Canadian government was reported to be planning to pull out of the Kyoto Protocol after the Durban conference, indicating that it will not commit to new targets under the Kyoto Protocol after its first commitment period expires in 2012.

Meanwhile, the International Chamber of Shipping (ICS), which represents more than 80 percent of the world's merchant fleet, joined two non-governmental organizations, Oxfam and WWF, to propose a global levy on carbon emissions from merchant ships under a deal that would also channel proceeds to developing countries.

Maritime transport accounts for roughly 3 percent of world emissions of greenhouse gases.

But, like the aviation industry, it does not have any targeted curbs on this pollution.

In a joint statement, the ICS, WWF and Oxfam said carbon emissions from merchant ships could be subjected to "market-based measures" as an incentive to reduce greenhouse gases.

Part of the revenue from this could go to a planned Green Climate Fund that, in theory, will provide up to $100 billion a year for developing countries most at risk from climate change.

"If governments decide that shipping should contribute to the Green Climate Fund, the industry can probably support this in principle," ICS Secretary-General Peter Hinchliffe said in a statement.

"It is vital that governments meeting this month at the UN climate talks in Durban give the signal needed to move such a deal forward in the International Maritime Organization," Tim Gore, Oxfam climate change policy adviser, said in a statement.

Su said it's a necessity to address emissions from international aviation and maritime transport in accordance with the principle of common but differentiated responsibilities and respective capabilities.
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China (USA): Durban's U.N. climate stakes

30 November 2011

Those talks, which will last two weeks, are aimed at advancing international efforts to mitigate and adapt to global climate change. The proceedings will involve a mix of technical negotiations aimed at fleshing out and implementing past agreements, and political negotiations focused on elaborating the legal obligations of countries to reduce their greenhouse gas emissions.Beginning on Monday, November 28, diplomats will convene in Durban, South Africa, for the seventeenth annual U.N. climate negotiations, known formally as the Conference of the Parties (COP) to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC).

The talks will be much lower profile - and involve lower stakes - than the contentious gathering in Copenhagen, Denmark, two years ago. But several important issues are still on the table, and the consequences of decisions made in Durban could linger for many years.

When the Copenhagen climate talks ended in acrimony and blame trading, many speculated that the days of global climate change negotiations were numbered. Yet lost to many amid the chaos was a major political agreement (ForeignAffairs) among leaders from the United States, China, Europe, India, and others.

Christened the "Copenhagen Accord," the non-binding agreement appeared to commit all countries to emissions-reduction efforts, whether quantified as absolute cuts (as in the case of the United States and Europe) or as a mix of specific emissions-cutting policies and reductions in emissions intensity (as in the case of China).

It also saw developed countries pledge to seek as much as $100 billion annually in financial assistance for developing countries, all major countries promise to submit their emissions-cutting efforts to some sort of international scrutiny, and all countries agree to create new systems aimed at promoting the spread of low-carbon technologies.

Soon after Copenhagen, though, it became clear that not all countries were eager to follow through on their pledges. Moreover, for many, Copenhagen alone was inadequate. Many developing countries continued to treat the Kyoto Protocol as central to the global climate regime, and demanded that developed countries (excluding the United States) sign up to a second set of legally binding emissions targets that would start in 2013.

Some European countries, meanwhile, were alarmed at the non-binding nature of the Copenhagen outcome, and began to seek ways to reorient future negotiations toward a legally binding treaty.

Nonetheless, the sixteenth annual U.N. talks, held in Cancun, Mexico, were considered a success. The Copenhagen Accord was formalized within the UNFCCC system, agreement was reached on governance for a future climate fund, and countries made progress in elaborating a system of technology centers and in starting to develop rules for international audits of countries' emissions-cutting efforts.

That was possible in large part because the two most contentious issues were deferred. Developing countries accepted a weak pledge that the fate of Kyoto would be resolved at a later date, and Europeans relented on their insistence (primarily that of the UK) that any interim agreement must commit to pursuing a legally binding deal later. The result, known as the "Cancun Agreements," was widely lauded.

Many observers, particularly in the United States, expected Durban to mainly be a technical meeting aimed at fleshing out the details of the Cancun Agreements. That is certainly one challenge that will be confronted at Durban, with a particular focus on moving arrangements for an international climate assistance fund forward. But technical negotiations, however important, are likely to be overshadowed by two bigger political fights, over the Kyoto Protocol and the broader future of the talks.

Most developing countries continue to insist that their developed counterparts sign up to a new set of commitments under the Kyoto Protocol–and unlike in Cancun, the issue cannot be easily punted to the future, since the current Kyoto Protocol commitments expire at the end of next year. Nonetheless, most developed countries–including the United States, Japan, and Canada–have flatly refused to adopt new obligations, and their stances are unlikely to change.

That leaves Europe in the middle. European countries have left open the possibility of a new set of Kyoto commitments, but have set a condition: all major countries must commit to seek a new agreement by 2015 that would involve legally binding emissions-cutting obligations by 2020. This demand meets resistance from China, in particular, which has long insisted that it will not take on legally binding commitments to cut emissions.

If, however, Europe modifies its demands so that China can sign up, the result may be a compromise that the United States is unable to accept. Either way, the potential for an ugly outcome is high. Among other consequences, this would likely thwart progress in the more mundane, but still important, technical talks.

The world would be better off if the U.N. talks were to focus on technical matters like transparency and the global climate fund, at least for the indefinite future. While preserving the Kyoto protocol has some symbolic and political value to many developing countries, it has little, if any, utility for confronting climate change, since a new Kyoto commitment period would, at best, ratify targets that Europe has already passed into domestic law. (Developing countries have no substantial obligations under Kyoto.)

Moreover, efforts to conclude a legally binding global agreement (FT) are likely to run into the same roadblocks that they confronted at Copenhagen, barring major changes on the ground in the United States, and perhaps elsewhere. Worse, depending on the specifics, pursuit of a legally binding deal could deter countries from moving forward in less formal but still meaningful ways, if they were afraid that their informal efforts might later be hardened into international law.

U.S. negotiators, though, have limited leverage with which to steer the outcome. The best result for the United States would likely be a European decision to commit to a second set of Kyoto commitments while abandoning any insistence on a future legal deal. Given past public pronouncements, though, this outcome is unlikely.

Perhaps more feasible is an outcome where Europe clearly directs its demands for a legally binding deal away from emissions targets and toward agreement on matters like transparency and rules for disbursing international climate finance. This would largely spare the United States, and open up some room for the technical talks, though it could also complicate them.

Whether any of this would be acceptable to European leaders, many of whom are wedded to the idea of legally binding emissions targets (and who might even benefit politically from an ugly outcome in which the United States was blamed), or to developed country leaders, remains to be seen.

Regardless of the specific outcome, the terms of future climate negotiations are likely to be set in Durban. The outcome may seem meager in its immediate impact, but its influence on climate diplomacy may be felt for years to come.
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Huffington Post (USA): Global Warming:  2011 Tied for the 10th Hottest Year on Record
29 November 2011

World temperatures keep rising, and are heading for a threshold that could lead to irreversible changes of the Earth, the U.N. weather office said Tuesday. 

2011 is tied for the 10th hottest year since records began in 1850, the office said in its annual assessment of average global temperatures. The Arctic sea ice has also shrunk to record-low volumes this year, it said. The 13 hottest years on the books all have occurred in the last 15 years. 
"The science is solid and proves unequivocally that the world is warming," said R.D.J. Lengoasa, deputy director of the International Meteorological Organization, and human activity is a significant contributor. 

"Climate change is real, and we are already observing its manifestations in weather and climate patterns around the world," he said on the sidelines of the U.N. climate conference under way in South Africa. 
The IMO's preliminary report, based on the first 10 months of the year, was released in Geneva and at the U.N. climate talks in South Africa. It provided a bleak backdrop to negotiators who are seeking ways to limit pollution blamed for global warming. 

2011 has been a year of extreme weather, the weather service said. Parching drought in East Africa has left tens of thousands dead, and there have been deadly floods in Asia, and 14 separate weather catastrophes in the United States with damage topping $1 billion each. 
Climate negotiators have set a goal of keeping temperatures from rising more than 3.6 degrees Fahrenheit (2 degrees Celsius) above preindustrial levels. They already are 1.4 F (0.8 C) above the 1750 average. 

Small islands want that target reset at 2.3 F (1.5 C), saying their very existence is threatened by rising sea levels. 

Michel Jarraud, IMO's secretary-general, said the 2.3 F target already is out of reach. 

"Forget about it. It's too late," he told The Associated Press in Geneva, adding that 3.6 F (2 C) is now a very challenging target. "Technically, if action is to be taken quickly, 2 degrees is reachable." 
Record high concentrations of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere are fast approaching levels consistent with another 3.3 F (2.4 C) rise in average global surface temperatures, "which scientists believe could trigger far-reaching and irreversible changes in our Earth, biosphere and oceans," he said. 

The IMO report said high temperatures saturated the Earth despite a La Nina event, when low surface temperatures in the equatorial Pacific Ocean has a cooling effect on the entire globe. 
In an exhaustive study of extreme weather, the authoritative Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change reported this month that such events will increase in frequency and intensity as the Earth continues to warm. 

The IMO said the extent of Arctic sea ice in 2011 was the second-lowest on record, and its volume was the lowest. Scientists see the Arctic as the planet's most sensitive region and a barometer of the future. 
The largest departure from the norm occurred in northern Russia, where thermometers soared and average 7.2 degrees Fahrenheit (4 degrees Celsius) above average in some places, and some stations reporting spring weather 16 degrees Fahrenheit (9 degrees Celsius) above normal. 
The Russian Arctic and most of Siberia hold massive amounts of methane locked into the permafrost, carbon-rich soil that never thaws. Warmer summer temperatures mean a deeper thaw of permafrost and greater release of methane, a gas with a global warming potential 23 times more powerful than carbon dioxide. 
The report came on the second day of the two-week conference in this South African coastal city attended by 192 parties seeking agreement on future action to curb climate change. 
The talks will determine whether industrial countries will renew and expand their commitments under the 1997 Kyoto Protocol to reduce their greenhouse emissions and whether developing countries will accept binding limits on their emissions in the future. 

Negotiators also are discussing how to raise $100 billion a year to help poor countries move to low-carbon economies and cope with the effects of global warming.
Back to Menu
_________________________________________________________________

CBC News (Canada): Manitoba needs an environment commissioner, say groups
29 November 2011

Manitoba should have an independent watchdog to ensure the provincial government is protecting the environment, according to two environmental groups.

Manitoba Wildlands and the Manitoba Environmental Industries Association say the province should follow Ontario's lead and create an environmental commissioner's office that would hold the province accountable on environmental issues.

"We're missing the boat on many fronts on this because we're not cleaning up our environment," John Fjeldsted, executive director of the Manitoba Environmental Industries Association, told CBC News on Tuesday.

Gord Miller, who has been Ontario's environmental commissioner since 2000, criticized that province's environmental record in his latest annual report, released Tuesday.

In the report, Miller said too much recyclable material ends in landfills, there's lots of talk but too little action to clean up the Great Lakes, and the Ontario government caves in to environmental critics who constantly demand more studies instead of action.

There is also a federal commissioner of the environment and sustainable development.

'We don't have a full package'

Fjeldsted said Manitoba needs its own independent commissioner to probe this province's environmental problems, such as contaminated sites, toxic pollution, and the ongoing phosphorus problems on Lake Winnipeg.

"We've basically had to rely on press-worthy clips and sound bytes and things of that nature, coming from the government, that allude to the fact that they're doing the right thing," he said.

"We really can't analyze it because we don't have a full package."

Manitoba Conservation Minister Dave Chomiak was not available to comment on Tuesday.

The province does have the Manitoba Round Table on Environment and Economy, an advisory panel that critics say is stacked with government ministers.

"It's largely a cabinet committee. It's largely secret, it's largely unresourced, so there is no independence," said Gaile Whelan Enns, director of Manitoba Wildlands.

The round table's latest annual report summarized its activities in two pages, while Miller's report this week was more than 150 pages long.

Manitoba also has the Clean Environment Commission, an arm's-length provincial government agency that can review potential environmental impacts from proposed developments. However, it can only conduct probes at the minister's request.

Provincial Auditor General Carol Bellringer can carry out independent investigations on environmental topics. Last year, she criticized the provincial government for not meeting the climate-change reduction targets it had set for itself in 2008.

But Bellringer told CBC News in an email Tuesday that her office is not very large, and its staff are already devoted to financial statement audits and other audit areas.
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BBC (UK): One environment body will save £158m - Welsh government
29 November 2011

Three separate agencies are to be merged into one environment body under plans that the Welsh government claims could save up to £158m over 10 years.

Environment Agency Wales, Countryside Council for Wales and Forestry Council Wales will merge in April 2013.

Environment Minister John Griffiths says the move will ensure the most sustainable and effective management of its natural resources.

But opponents say the business case for the merger remains unpublished.

"We are concerned that consideration is being given to the establishment of a single environment body before any decisions have been made on what it should deliver," said Marie Madigan, co-ordinator for the NATUR, an environment group.

"We feel that this is the wrong way round."

Continue reading the main story

“Start Quote

    It is more important than ever that our environment is managed as effectively and efficiently as possible”

End Quote John Griffiths Environment Minister

But Mr Griffiths said: "We know that the natural environment is crucial to the Welsh economy and that modern life means that pressure on our natural resources is constantly increasing.

"This means it is more important than ever that our environment is managed as effectively and efficiently as possible to ensure the best outcomes for Wales.

"Having carefully considered the business case, I am convinced that the establishment of a single environmental body will ensure the most sustainable and effective management of Wales' natural resources.

"Not only will one body result in a more streamlined way of working, it will also ensure more effective delivery, improved value for money and better outcomes for Welsh people, Welsh businesses and the environment."

The three agencies have welcomed the changes, but Conservative environment spokesman Russell George claimed of Mr Griffiths: "Openness and transparency are clearly not words this minister understands.

Continue reading the main story

“Start Quote

    The business case for this merger remains unpublished”

End Quote Russell George AM Conservative

"The business case for this merger remains unpublished and assembly members still haven't been able to scrutinise the evidence.

"Labour's track record on amalgamating public bodies in Wales - specifically the mergers of the Welsh Development Agency and the Wales Tourist Board, which failed to achieve either value for money or improved outcomes - is poor to say the least.

"Why should we have any faith in this latest decision when all calls for clarity have been completely ignored?"

The Liberal Democrats cautiously welcomed the proposals, and said they were waiting to scrutinise the business case in detail.

A consultation on the role and functions of the new body will begin in January, with it functioning from April 2013.
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Vietnam Net (Vietnam): Vietnam, Denmark set up strategic partnership on climate change
30 November 2011

Prime Minister Nguyen Tan Dung and Crown Prince Frederik witnessed the signing of a joint statement on the establishment of a strategic partnership in climate change, environment, energy and green growth between the two countries, Vietnam news agency reports.

At their meeting earlier, PM Dung expressed his appreciation of the Crown Prince’s Vietnam visit on the occasion of the 40th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic ties between the two countries.

The visit will help deepen bilateral cooperative relations in all aspects, he said, adding Vietnam highly values Denmark’s development assistance, especially over US$1 billion in ODA for Vietnam.

The Crown Prince said Vietnam had become a more attractive destination for Danish tourists and investors and that last year saw more than 20,000 Danes visiting Vietnam.

The two nations also signed cooperative documents on water supply and rural environmental sanitation, maritime preservation, building a quality management system and intellectual property services, and a public administration and administrative reform program for 2012-2015.

The signing of these pacts took place after the Crown Prince met with Vice State President Nguyen Thi Doan.

At the meeting both sides expressed pleasure at the development of the friendship and multifaceted cooperation between the two countries, especially in economics, trade and investment, development cooperation, education and research.

Vice President Doan thanked Denmark for its ODA for Vietnam, which she said has helped the country reduce poverty and successfully implement many Millennium Development Goals (MDG) set by the United Nations.

Later on the day, the Crown Prince was received by President Truong Tan Sang, who said that Vietnam needs to benefit from the experience of developed economies, including Denmark, as the country is attempting to shift itself to a new stage of development with a focus on the quality of growth.

The Crown Prince said Denmark was willing to share experience with Vietnam in developing high-quality human resources.
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ABC.az (Azerbaijan): Azerbaijan Health Ministry invites bids for environment protection consultant-analyst
30 November 2011

The Ministry of Health of Azerbaijan has announced a tender procedure within the framework of Health Sector Reform Project (HSRP).

The tender commission reports that the tender invites bids for consultant on analysis of public health authorities’ activities aimed at protecting the environment.

Under the tender terms, the consultant’s functions include encouraging the state to develop a national action plan on environment and health measures, determine the rightness of development of health policies aimed at preventing diseases appearing from environmental factors, providing analytical description reflecting the state of the environment and health in Azerbaijan.

The consultant should have at least 5 years of experience in consulting in the field of environment and health, experience in gathering documents for registration of similar analytical work, methodology on project implementation, experience of working with international organizations, at least 15 years of experience in relevant fields, strong analytical skills, preparation of scientific and analytical work, reports and documentary evidence of publications, etc.

Applications for participation in the tender will be accepted until 10 December in HSRP Project Implementation Unit under the Ministry of Health of Azerbaijan.
Back to Menu
_________________________________________________________________

UN News Centre: Land degradation and water shortages threaten global food production – UN
28 November 2011

Global food production is being undermined by land degradation and shortages of farmland and water resources, making feeding the world’s rising population – projected to reach nine billion by 2050 – a daunting challenge, the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) said in a report unveiled today.

The past five decades have witnessed a significant rise in food production, but in many places the better yields have been associated with agricultural practices that have degraded the land and water systems, according to FAO’s State of the World’s Land and Water Resources for Food and Agriculture (SOLAW) report.

Farming systems “face the risk of progressive breakdown of their productive capacity under a combination of excessive demographic pressure and unsustainable agriculture use and practices,” says the report.

Competition for land and water is increasing – including competition between urban and industrial users – as well as within the agricultural sector between livestock, staple crops, non-food crop, and biofuel production.

Climate change is expected to alter the patterns of temperature, precipitation and river flows upon which the world’s food production systems depend, according to the report, which also notes that the problem could be more acute in developing countries, where quality land, soil nutrients and water are least abundant.

“The SOLAW report highlights that the collective impact of these pressures and resulting agricultural transformations have put some production systems at risk of breakdown of their environmental integrity and productive capacity,” said Jacques Diouf, the FAO Director-General.

“These systems at risk may simply not be able to contribute as expected in meeting human demands by 2050. The consequences in terms of hunger and poverty are unacceptable. Remedial action needs to be taken now,” he added.

Between 1961 and 2009, the world’s cropland grew by 12 per cent, but agricultural production expanded 150 percent, thanks to a significant increase in yields of major crops, the report says.

One of the warning signs pointed out in the study is that rates of growth in agricultural production have been slowing in many areas and are currently only half of what they were at the height of the ‘Green Revolution’ – the period between the 1940s and the late 1970s when the world’s agricultural productivity rose dramatically.

Overall, the report paints a picture of a world experiencing an increasing imbalance between availability and demand for land and water resources at the local and national levels.

The report for the first time provides a global assessment of the state of the planet’s land resources.

A quarter of the land is highly degraded, while another eight per cent has moderate degradation, 36 per cent is classed as stable or slightly degraded and 10 per cent ranked as “improving.”

The rest of Earth’s land surface is either bare (around 18 per cent) or covered by inland water bodies (around two per cent).

Large parts of all the continents are experiencing land degradation, with particularly high incidence noted along the west coast of the Americas, across the Mediterranean region of Southern Europe and North Africa, the Sahel and the Horn of Africa, and throughout Asia.

The greatest threat is the loss of soil quality, followed by biodiversity loss and water resources depletion, the report notes.
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UN News Centre: This year will be world’s tenth warmest on record, UN report finds
29 November 2011

Temperatures this year are the tenth highest on record since 1850, and the highest ever in a year which experienced a La Niña event, a meteorological phenomenon which is supposed to have a cooling influence on Earth’s atmosphere, a United Nations agency reported today.

The findings are among the highlights of the provisional UN World Meteorological Organization (WMO) Statement on the Status of the Global Climate, which provides an annual snapshot of weather and climate events around the world.

The report was released today at the UN Climate Change Conference in Durban, South Africa, where thousands of representatives from governments, international organizations and civil society are meeting to advance ways to cut global carbon emissions and pollution.

    Despite La Niña, it was a very, very warm year to the point that it is the warmest decade on record.

“Despite La Niña, it was a very, very warm year to the point that it is the warmest decade on record,” said WMO Secretary-General Michel Jarraud during a press briefing in Geneva, adding that the extent of Arctic sea ice this year was the second lowest, and its volume the lowest on record.

According to the report, the 13 warmest years have all occurred after 1997, and the period between 2002 and 2011 is the warmest-ever decade, registering 0.46 degrees Celsius above the long-term average.

The report also warns of high levels of concentrations of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere, which are bringing average global temperatures closer to surpassing the recommended two degree Celsius target, which could trigger irreparable changes on the planet.

“Concentrations of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere have reached new highs. They are very rapidly approaching levels consistent with a rise of 2 to 2.4-degree Centigrade rise in average global temperatures which scientists believe could trigger far-reaching and irreversible changes in our Earth, biosphere and oceans,” Mr. Jarraud said.

According to WMO, 2011 was heavily influenced by a strong La Niña event which developed in the tropical Pacific at the end of last year and continued until May. Scientists have closely linked this event with the droughts in East Africa as well as in islands in the central equatorial Pacific and the southern part of the United States. It is also associated with the floods in Southern Africa, Southern Asia, eastern Australia and Central and South America.

In March, WMO will publish final updates and figures for 2011 in its annual statement on the status of the global climate.
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UN News Centre: UN backed-convention praises Project Predator initiative to protect wild tigers
29 November 2011

The head of the United Nations-backed convention on endangered species praised today a new global initiative launched by the World Bank and the international police organization Interpol to protect the world’s last surviving wild tigers.

“We are heartened by this initiative which has our full support,” said John E. Scanlon, Secretary –General of the Convention on International trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES).

“The work of Interpol and the World Bank, and the collective efforts of the International Consortium to Combat Wildlife Crime, is critical to the effective implementation of CITES measures for the protection of tigers.”

The initiative, Project Predator, will provide training to law enforcement agencies to combat illegal trade and other tiger-related crimes, and strengthen their ability to work with wildlife officials by using advanced methods of investigation.

Poached for their skins for decorative purposes, or for their body parts for medicinal uses, tigers still suffer significantly from illegal trade. A majority of tigers are now restricted to small pockets of habitat, while several geographical populations are on the brink of extinction. According to CITES, less than 3,200 tigers remain in the wild, compared to 100,000 in the early 1900s.

The partnership under the Global Tiger Initiative will bring together 13 so-called “tiger range” countries as well as the United States Agency for International Development (USAID) and the United Kingdom’s Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra).

In a news release, CITES said Project Predator will be further complemented through a seminar on tiger crime organized by the International Consortium to Combat Wildlife Crime to be held in Bangkok in February.
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Tuesday, 29 November 2011
RNW (South Africa): UN Climate Talks Open

A 12-day round of UN talks on climate change got underway in Durban on Monday, with the task of determining the future of the Kyoto Protocol and pushing ahead with aid for poor, vulnerable countries. The UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) gathers 194 countries under a process launched under the 1992 Rio Summit. South African President Jacob Zuma and Chad president, Idriss Deby Itno, attended the opening ceremony for the talks which will end with a high-level meeting of ministers.

Topping the agenda is the fate of the Kyoto Protocol, the only global pact that sets targets for reducing greenhouse-gas emissions, whose current roster of pledges expires at the end of 2012. The conference must also push ahead with a "Green Climate Fund" that would channel up to 100 billion dollars a year by 2020 to countries most exposed to drought, flood, storms and rising seas, which scientists predict will worsen this century. 

Relief Web (Africa)
: Climate set to worsen food crises: Oxfam
In the last year extreme weather events shocked global markets contributing to soaring wheat prices and imperiling food security in many parts of the world, according to research compiled by Oxfam at the start of the Durban climate talks. This year could be a grim foretaste of what is to come as new warnings from the International Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) show extreme weather events are likely to increase in frequency and severity without action to tackle climate change. “From the Horn of Africa and South East Asia to Russia and Afghanistan, a year of floods, droughts, and extreme heat has helped push tens of millions of people into hunger and poverty,” said Kelly Dent, Oxfam. “This will only get worse as climate change gathers pace and agriculture feels the heat. Governments must act now in Durban to protect our food supply and save millions from slipping into hunger and poverty.”

Oxfam’s briefing Extreme weather endangers food security 2010-11: A grim foretaste of future suffering and hunger? shows how several extreme weather events have contributed to food insecurity at global, regional and local levels since 2010. Oxfam warns that increasingly frequent and severe extreme weather events will compound the projected impacts of climate change on crop yields and food prices, creating food shortages, destabilizing markets and precipitating price spikes. Oxfam is calling for negotiators to make progress on key challenges. 

Planet Ark (South Africa): Small Island States "May Disappear If No Climate Deal" 

Small island states may disappear under rising seas if an international agreement to tackle climate change is delayed for another decade, an official said on Monday. The European Union is calling for a global deal to be reached by 2015 and implemented by 2020, but the 43-member Alliance of Small Island States (AOSIS) said that would be too late to reverse rising sea levels that threaten to submerge the vulnerable states. "We are not going to support this delay that many of the major countries are proposing because it's inconsistent with science," Selwin Hart, the group's chief negotiator on finance said on the sidelines of U.N. climate talks in Durban, South Africa. Countries agreed last year in Cancun, Mexico, that deep cuts in greenhouse gas emissions were needed to hold temperature rises below 2 degrees Celsius above pre-industrial times.

He said his group hopes the meeting in Durban, which runs until December 9, would bring the parties together and see the major emitters listen to the plea of the most vulnerable nations. "The current pledges will lead us to global warming of 3-4 degrees Celsius which is devastating for the islands and Africa and virtually for every vulnerable nation of the world," he said. AOSIS is arguing for an agreement that would target emissions peaking by 2015-17 at the latest. "We need to have an outcome that we can take back to our countries and say: This safeguards your livelihoods, this provides you with a fighting chance." 
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UNEP or UN in the News
EE News:  UNEP Study Suggests a Cheaper Way to Curb Short-term Global 

WarmingSome policies designed to curb short-lived climate warmers may end up being cheaper than the older practices and technologies they replace, according to a new U.N. report.

The analysis by the U.N. Environment Programme (UNEP) examines the costs, benefits and drawbacks of using 16 existing technologies to reduce emissions of black carbon, methane and pollutants that combine with sunlight to form tropospheric ozone.

It builds on earlier U.N. research that found curbing the world's output of those three substances would help limit climate change by roughly a degree Fahrenheit by 2030 while improving public health and crop yields (ClimateWire, June 14).

The new analysis, released Friday, comes as nations gather in Durban, South Africa, for the latest round of U.N. climate talks. It examines the existing technologies and practices available to make those emissions reductions, including capturing methane produced by landfills and fossil fuel extraction, introducing cleaner-burning cookstoves, installing particulate filters on diesel engines and banning the practice of burning fields of agricultural waste.

Its recommendations vary by region, based on the current level of development and mix of technologies already in place.

In Africa, the report says, the largest short-term climate benefits would come from reducing black carbon emissions by replacing cookstoves that burn wood or dung. In North America and Europe, putting in place policies to reduce or capture methane emissions from coal mining, oil and gas production and municipal waste would pack the biggest climate punch.

Putting such measures in place may produce cost savings in some cases, the report says. It concludes that half the recommended global cuts in black carbon and methane emissions can be made using technologies that provide net cost savings over their lifetime.

But because reductions in those short-lived pollutants will have a "modest" effect on climate change over the long term, steep cuts to the world's carbon dioxide output are still necessary, the report says.

"Climate change will, in the final analysis, never be controlled unless the principal long-lived greenhouse gas -- carbon dioxide -- is substantially and significantly curbed," UNEP Executive Director Achim Steiner said in a foreword to the new report. "Nevertheless, short-lived climate forcers represent a complementary measure with multiple near-term benefits increasingly ripe and ready for cooperative action."

Huffington Post:  Global Warming: 2011 Tied for the 10th Hottest Year on Record


World temperatures keep rising, and are heading for a threshold that could lead to irreversible changes of the Earth, the U.N. weather office said Tuesday.

2011 is tied for the 10th hottest year since records began in 1850, the office said in its annual assessment of average global temperatures. The Arctic sea ice has also shrunk to record-low volumes this year, it said. The 13 hottest years on the books all have occurred in the last 15 years.

"The science is solid and proves unequivocally that the world is warming," said R.D.J. Lengoasa, deputy director of the International Meteorological Organization, and human activity is a significant contributor.

"Climate change is real, and we are already observing its manifestations in weather and climate patterns around the world," he said on the sidelines of the U.N. climate conference under way in South Africa.

The IMO's preliminary report, based on the first 10 months of the year, was released in Geneva and at the U.N. climate talks in South Africa. It provided a bleak backdrop to negotiators who are seeking ways to limit pollution blamed for global warming.

2011 has been a year of extreme weather, the weather service said. Parching drought in East Africa has left tens of thousands dead, and there have been deadly floods in Asia, and 14 separate weather catastrophes in the United States with damage topping $1 billion each.

Climate negotiators have set a goal of keeping temperatures from rising more than 3.6 degrees Fahrenheit (2 degrees Celsius) above preindustrial levels. They already are 1.4 F (0.8 C) above the 1750 average.

Small islands want that target reset at 2.3 F (1.5 C), saying their very existence is threatened by rising sea levels.

Michel Jarraud, IMO's secretary-general, said the 2.3 F target already is out of reach.

"Forget about it. It's too late," he told The Associated Press in Geneva, adding that 3.6 F (2 C) is now a very challenging target. "Technically, if action is to be taken quickly, 2 degrees is reachable."

Record high concentrations of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere are fast approaching levels consistent with another 3.3 F (2.4 C) rise in average global surface temperatures, "which scientists believe could trigger far-reaching and irreversible changes in our Earth, biosphere and oceans," he said.

The IMO report said high temperatures saturated the Earth despite a La Nina event, when low surface temperatures in the equatorial Pacific Ocean has a cooling effect on the entire globe.

In an exhaustive study of extreme weather, the authoritative Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change reported this month that such events will increase in frequency and intensity as the Earth continues to warm.

The IMO said the extent of Arctic sea ice in 2011 was the second-lowest on record, and its volume was the lowest. Scientists see the Arctic as the planet's most sensitive region and a barometer of the future.

The largest departure from the norm occurred in northern Russia, where thermometers soared and average 7.2 degrees Fahrenheit (4 degrees Celsius) above average in some places, and some stations reporting spring weather 16 degrees Fahrenheit (9 degrees Celsius) above normal.

The Russian Arctic and most of Siberia hold massive amounts of methane locked into the permafrost, carbon-rich soil that never thaws. Warmer summer temperatures mean a deeper thaw of permafrost and greater release of methane, a gas with a global warming potential 23 times more powerful than carbon dioxide.

The report came on the second day of the two-week conference in this South African coastal city attended by 192 parties seeking agreement on future action to curb climate change.

The talks will determine whether industrial countries will renew and expand their commitments under the 1997 Kyoto Protocol to reduce their greenhouse emissions and whether developing countries will accept binding limits on their emissions in the future.

Negotiators also are discussing how to raise $100 billion a year to help poor countries move to low-carbon economies and cope with the effects of global warming.

Business Day: COP-17: UN environment body hits out at rich countries

The United Nations Environmental Programme (Unep) says developed countries are "stuck on weaker, conditional pledges" and that the greenhouse gas emissions targets they have set themselves are "riddled with loopholes". 

COP-17, the Durban-hosted UN climate change negotiations, moved into work mode on Tuesday after the pomp and circumstance of Monday’s opening ceremony. 

Talks president Maite Nkoana-Mashobane, South Africa’s international relations and co-operation minister, said negotiators had been urged to finalise this week all but the political issues that have to be left to the ministers and heads of state that arrive next week.

Unep said the "rather large elephant in the room" at the COP-17 was the ever-widening gap between the action needed to stem global warming and what is on the table this year.

Scientists agree that average global warming should be kept below 2° C to avoid damaging climate change.

An updated Unep Emissions Gap Report, released last week, concludes that by 2020, global emissions need to be reduced to 44 gigatonnes if the world is to keep to a "credible pathway" to limiting average global warming to below 2° C — and there is growing consensus that warming needs to be kept below 1,5° C.

Unep said it was not too late, and if "strong action" was taken, this target could be reached. This would require a focus on energy efficiency and clean, renewable energy, a halt to deforestation, improved waste management and better agricultural services. It would also require action on emissions in the shipping and aviation industries.

The global aviation industry is fighting attempts to tax its emissions, but the International Maritime Organisation’s proposals to reduce emissions have been met with a softer stance from shipping companies.

Unep said in a newsletter distributed at the Durban talks that it was developed countries that needed to "raise their game dramatically". The European Union, the US and several other industrialised nations have presented different arguments and stances that all centre on ensuring that developing nations commit to legally binding targets to reduce emissions under any agreement reached this year.

Developed nations other than the US argue the 1997 Kyoto Protocol — the first commitment period of which expires next December — only covers 27% of global greenhouse gas emissions, and any second commitment period or new agreement needs to include targets for the US and main emerging economies. 

The US says it will not sign any agreement that does not include China, the world’s second-largest economy after the US and its highest greenhouse gas emitter (accounting for more than 20% of total emissions).

The Kyoto Protocol is the only legally binding global agreement on greenhouse gas emission reductions that contains targets for most of the industrialised world, but not the US, which refused to ratify it.

Pollution Online:  UNEP Says Renewables Key to Getting Emissions on Safe Track

The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) has released a new report outlining the pathways to 2020 to be able to deliver the additional 6 to 11 gigatonne cuts I greenhouse gas emissions needed to a global, 21st century, temperature rise under 2 degrees C. Renewable energy and energy efficiency technologies form an intergral part of the study. 

The Bridging the Emissions Gap report, issued just days ahead of the UN climate convention negotiations in South Africa and seven months before the Rio+20 summit in Brazil, provides the clearest indicators yet that the world already has the solutions to avert damaging climate change. 

It presents policymakers with clear ideas on how to bridge the emissions gap by 2020 which, as a result of improved modelling from last year's assessment, is now estimated, under the most optimistic scenarios, to be 6 GtCO2e rather than 5 Gt of GtCO2e.

The report also outlines far more pessimistic scenarios, if the commitments and pledges of developed countries, including levels of financing amounting to $100 billion a year by 2020, and the intentions of developing ones are not fully realized-the gap then, by 2020, could be 11 GtCO2e. Under business-as-usual conditions, it could even be 12 GtCO2e. 

"The annual UNEP Gap Report is a vital contribution to the global effort to address dangerous climate change," said United Nations Secretary General Ban Ki-moon. "It shows that we have much to do, both in terms of ambition and policy, but it also shows that the gap can still be closed if we act now. This is a message of hope and an important call to action." 

Bridging the gap "feasible"
UNEP's comprehensive study concludes that brining emissions down to safer levels is "technologically and economically feasible, with an accelerated uptake of renewable energy, fuel switching and energy efficiency improvements delivering a large slice of the necessary cuts. 

Other measures include sectoral improvements ranging from increased penetration of public transport and more fuel efficient vehicles to ones in areas, such as, agriculture and waste management. 

The report cites aviation and shipping as a special but important case, as currently these 'international emissions' fall outside the Kyoto Protocol-the emission reduction treaty. 

Together they account for around five per cent of C02 emissions and could account for up to 2.5 Gigatonnes (Gt) of carbon dioxide equivalent (GtCO2e) annually, by 2020. 

"Options for reducing emissions from both sectors include improving fuel efficiency and using low-carbon fuels. For the shipping sector, another promising and simple option is to reduce ship speeds," says the report which has involved 55 scientists and experts from 28 scientific groups across 15 countries. 

"This report puts into the hands of governments and policymakers vital information about their options if the world is to meet the climate change challenge," said Achim Steiner, Executive Director of UNEP and Under-Secretary General of the UN. "This year, countries will be able to begin their deliberations in Durban, South Africa, with all the key technological and economic scenarios at their fingertips that outline the gap between current ambition and scientific reality alongside the urgent bridges that can be built to span this emissions' divide." 

Bridging the Emissions Gap is the second in UNEP's series of reports on the topic. The first - the Emissions Gap Report - became a clear benchmark at last year's international climate negotiations in Cancun, Mexico. There, policymakers asked UNEP to prepare a follow-up report that, not only updated emissions gap estimates, but which also provided ideas on how to bridge the gap. That follow-up is the new report, Bridging the Emissions Gap. 

Christiana Figueres, Executive Secretary of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, emphasized the need for increased action. "This study, again, reminds us that efforts to address climate change are currently still insufficient," she said. "But it also shows that it is possible for governments to bridge the gap between what they have promised and what needs to be done to stay below a 2-degrees Celsius average global temperature rise." 

"Time is short, so we need to optimize the tools at hand. In Durban, governments need to resolve the immediate future of the Kyoto Protocol, define the longer path towards a global, binding climate agreement, launch the agreed institutional network to support developing countries in their response to the climate challenge, and set out a path to deliver the long-term funding that will pay for that," she added. 

Changes to energy system key
Bridging the Emissions Gap highlights the need for realistic changes in the energy system, by improving energy efficiency and by accelerating the introduction of renewable energies. 

Specifically, the study reviewed 13 scenarios from nine different scientific groups. The scenarios were all able to reduce greenhouse gas emissions to meet the 2-degree target by 2020 by using a combination of the following: 

· Improving energy efficiency: primary energy production would need to drop up to 11 per cent from business-as-usual models in 2020, and the amount of energy used per unit of GDP would need to fall 1.1-2.3 per cent each year from 2005 to 2020. 

· Up to 28 per cent of total primary energy would need to come from non-fossil sources in 2020 (up from 18.5 per cent in 2005). 

· Up to 17 per cent of total primary energy in 2020 would come from biomass (up from about 10.5 per cent in 2005). 

· Up to 9 per cent of total primary energy in 2020 would come from non-biomass renewable energy (solar, wind, hydroelectricity and the like). 

· Non-CO2 emissions would fall by up to19 per cent relative to business as usual by 2020. 

The report's authors note that all the scenarios examined had different mixes of these options, indicating that there are many different pathways to bridging the gap. 

Importantly for policymakers, the report also looks at what these options would cost. Globally, the average marginal costs range from $US25-$US54 per tonne of equivalent carbon dioxide removed, with a median value of $US34 per tonne. 

Sector by sector
The study also examined research on various economic sectors to consider technical potential for emissions reductions by 2020. It found the following potential: 

· Electricity production: 2.2 to 3.9 GtCO2e per year through more efficient power plants, and by introducing renewable energy sources, carbon capture and storage and fuel shifting. 

· Industry: 1.5 to 4.6 GtCO2e per year through improved energy efficiency, fuel switching, power recovery, materials efficiency and other measures. 

· Transport (excluding aviation and shipping sectors): 1.4 to 2.0 GtCO2e per year through improved fuel efficiency, adoption of electric drive vehicles, shifting to public transit and use of low-carbon fuels. 

· Aviation and shipping: 0.3-0.5 GtCO2e per year through improved fuel efficiency and low-carbon fuels, and other measures. Buildings: 1.4 to 2.9 GtCO2e per year by improving the efficiency of heating, cooling, lighting and appliances, and other measures. 

· Forestry: 1.3 to 4.2 GtCO2e per year by reducing deforestation and making changes in forest management that increases above and below ground carbon stocks. 

· Agriculture: 1.1 to 4.3 GtCO2e per year through changes in cropland and livestock management practices that reduce non-CO2 emissions and enhance soil carbon. 

· Waste: about 0.8 GtCO2e per year by improving wastewater treatment, waste gas recovery from landfills, and other measures.

The total emission reduction potential adds up to about 17 GtCO2e, plus/minus 3 GtCO2e, with marginal costs of up to $US50-100 per tonne of GtCO2e. This is consistent with the cost estimates from the scenarios mentioned above. 

This emissions reduction potential is larger than the estimated emissions gap of 12 GtCO2e under business-as-usual conditions, and as such provides policymakers with clear insights into promising options for the way forward to stay below the 2-degree C target. 

The report concludes that policymakers could narrow or close the emissions gap in 2020 by: 

1. Agreeing to implement their more ambitious emissions reduction pledges with stricter rules for complying with these pledges; 

2. Deciding to target their energy systems, using more non-fossil fuel and renewable energy sources, and making significant improvements in energy efficiency; 

3. Putting in place strong, long-term, sector-specific polices to achieve the full emissions potential of the different economic sectors. 

Montreal Gazette:  Pope, Tutu urge climate-change deal
Breathing new life into the Kyoto protocol is a "tall order" and the toughest challenge facing global talks on climate change, the UN climate chief said Sunday.

Christiana Figueres, head of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change, pointed to the enormity of the task amid escalating demands from developing countries and green campaigners to save the only legally binding treaty to cut greenhouse gases.

Taking place against an evergrimmer backdrop, the talks drew appeals on Sunday from the Catholic and Anglican churches to cut carbon emissions and help poor countries facing worsening drought, flood, storms and rising seas.

Kyoto's first round of emissions pledges by rich countries expires next year, but only the European Union - which accounts for just 11 per cent of global CO2 emissions - has said it might renew its vows.

Defectors such as Japan and Russia, and the U.S., which never ratified Kyoto, are eyeing a parallel forum in the 194-nation UNFCCC that focuses on voluntary emissions curbs.

A breakthrough - if there is one - will come in the last days of the talks when ministers arrive in Durban to try to push through a final compromise, Figueres said.

Developing countries are lobbying hard for Kyoto to be kept alive, and some campaigners have warned of angry protests.

The good news coming into negotiations is a "growing momentum for action," Figueres added, pointing to recent actions in nearly 20 countries to reduce carbon emissions.

The bad news is a wave of new data showing that carbon dioxide levels have hit record highs and are causing more intense and frequent extreme weather.

As a result, the window for lowercost mitigation is fast closing.

"These reports are sounding alarm bells for urgent action," she said.

At a rally in Durban, Nobel Peace laureate Desmond Tutu branded climate change a "huge, huge enemy" that threatened the common home of humanity, imperilling rich and poor alike.

"No one, no country can fight that enemy on his own an enemy called global warming, climate change," he said.

"We have only one home. This is the only home we have. And whether you are rich or poor, this is your only home. You are members of one family, the human race."

In Europe, the leaders of the Roman Catholic and Anglican churches urged the climate talks to forge an outcome.

"I hope all members of the international community will agree on a responsible, credible and united response to this worrying and complex phenomenon," Pope Benedict told pilgrims in Rome.

The Pope said the agreement should also "take into account the needs of the poorest populations and of future generations."

The Archbishop of Canterbury, Rowan Williams, the leader of the world's Anglicans, called on the talks to show "real moral leadership".

He urged rich nations to detail how they will fulfil their pledges for the Green Climate Fund.

Canadian Environment Minister Peter Kent said the government is ready to contribute another $400 million in annual climate-change financing for developing countries.

"We haven't identified the major focus of our funding, but the prime minister, when he signed the Copenhagen agreement, committed to $1.2 billion in fast-start financing over three years," he said.

Although Kent has said Canada wants to leave the Kyoto treaty behind, he said the government is taking a "constructive" approach to remain in the agreement while pushing for a new deal.

He said there is growing recognition among all countries that a new agreement is needed to meaningfully reduce emissions from major polluting countries such as China and the U.S.

He said that other allies, such as Japan, Australia and New Zealand, are also leaning this way.

Financial Post:  Renewable power trumps fossils for first time as UN stalls

Renewable energy is surpassing fossil fuels for the first time in new power-plant investments, shaking off setbacks from the financial crisis and an impasse at the United Nations global warming talks.

Electricity from the wind, sun, waves and biomass drew US$187-billion last year compared with US$157-billion for natural gas, oil and coal, according to calculations by Bloomberg New Energy Finance using the latest data. Accelerating installations of solar- and wind-power plants led to lower equipment prices, making clean energy more competitive with coal.
“The progress of renewables has been nothing short of remarkable,” United Nations Environment Program Executive Secretary Achim Steiner said in an interview. “You have record investment in the midst of an economic and financial crisis.”

The findings indicate the world is shifting toward consuming more renewable energy even without a global agreement on limiting greenhouse gases. Delegates from more than

190 nations converge in Durban, South Africa, on Nov. 28 to discuss new measures for limiting emissions damaging the climate.

Subsidizing the Boom
The renewables boom, spurred by about US$66-billion of subsidies last year, intensified competition between wind- turbine and solar-panel manufacturers, gutting margins from the biggest producers led by Vestas Wind Systems A/S and First Solar Inc. The 95-member WilderHill New Energy Index of renewable- energy stocks has tumbled 40% this year, steeper than the 14% drop in the MSCI World Index.

The zeal to replace fossil fuels, which take millions of years to form from dead organic matter, belies the failed efforts at the UN talks to broker a deal that would limit carbon dioxide emissions from coal and oil blamed for global warming. Without a deal, existing pollution caps under the 1997 Kyoto Protocol expire next year.

Debate in South Africa’s third-largest city will include how to establish a fund that would channel an unspecified portion of $100 billion a year in climate aid pledged by rich nations to developing countries by 2020. Monitoring and verifying emissions cuts made by all nations are also on the agenda, as well as making a mechanism for transferring CO2- reducing technology between states. Discussions on those issues may be eclipsed by talks on the future of Kyoto.

‘Paralyzed’
“It’s impossible to punt any further down the line a decision regarding a second commitment period for the Kyoto Protocol,” Harvard University Environmental Economics Director Robert Stavins said in an interview. “Those discussions will dominate, and the process could become paralyzed.”

 The talks on the future of Kyoto were deadlocked after existing members Russia, Canada and Japan said they won’t make new emissions targets after 2012 because the accord doesn’t set limits for the three biggest polluters: the U.S., which never ratified it, and developing nations China and India.

“Hopes have been ratcheted down,” said Daniel Yergin, chairman of IHS Cambridge Energy Research Associates. “The notion that there is going to be a global compact on this have been pushed back,” said the author of “The Prize,” a history of the oil industry that won him a Pulitzer Prize in 1992.

‘Bewildering’ Rules
The wind-energy industry is now more focused on the “sometimes bewildering variety of domestic and regional policies” than on the UN negotiations as a source of impetus for growth, said Steve Sawyer, secretary-general of the Brussels-based Global Wind Energy Council.

As well as renewables spending exceeding that on new fossil plants, last year also was the first time expenditure in developing countries, mainly China, exceeded that in the industrialized world, Sawyer said, predicting both trends will continue.

The New Energy Finance figures exclude investment that merely replaces existing plants, and its renewables tally excludes money spent on building large hydropower projects.

Wind operators are likely to install 43 gigawatts of generating capacity this year and 48 gigawatts next year, up from 36 gigawatts in 2010, GWEC estimates.

New Energy Finance forecast solar installations globally to total 26.4 gigawatts in 2011 and 27.8 gigawatts in 2012, up from 18.2 gigawatts last year. Investment in renewable energy may double to $395 billion a year by 2020, led by growth in offshore wind and solar projects, the London-based analyst said Nov. 16.

Struggling Industry
Even with the boom, renewables companies are struggling. Growing demand for wind turbines and solar panels led to a surge in production. The resulting overcapacity forced companies from Chinese solar manufacturers Yingli Green Energy Holding Co. and Renesola Ltd. to U.S. rivals SunPower Corp. and First Solar along with Vestas of Denmark to slash forecasts for margins and sales this year. Recession in European nations has also held back demand.

“In some countries the actual energy consumption has gone down because of the financial crisis, and that means it’s even more difficult to develop new projects,” said Ditlev Engel, chief executive officer of Vestas, which is the world’s biggest wind turbine maker.

Royal Dutch Shell Plc is among the companies supporting CO2 trading under the climate talks as a cheap way to encourage cleaner emissions, said Graeme Sweeney, executive vice president for CO2 at Shell, Europe’s biggest oil company.

Pollution Price
“CO2 pricing that’s supported through carbon markets delivers the lowest cost, the fastest, and the most effective response to climate change,” Sweeney said. The company would like to see carbon capture and storage, a technology that pumps power plant emissions for permanent underground storage, included in the UN’s Clean Development Mechanism carbon-offset program, he said.

 Financial austerity measures in 10 nations, including the U.S., Japan, Spain and Germany, will cut spending on climate- protection measures by $45 billion in the five years through 2015, Ernst & Young forecast on Nov. 17. The measures include renewable-energy subsidies and tax credits and pollution- abatement programs.

“Governments of the leading countries of the world are likely to drastically slow down their investments in sustainability amid public spending cuts that could escalate if the debt crisis worsens in Europe,” said Juan Costa Climent, E&Y’s London-based climate sustainability chief, a former Spanish trade secretary. “In this context, reaching an agreement in Durban seems impossible.”

Share of Demand
Renewable energy now accounts for a small proportion of global demand, about 4 percent when counted with biomass and generators powered by waste, according to the International Energy Agency. That level will rise to 14 percent by 2035 under the Paris-based organization’s central forecast. Oil, coal and gas that today have 75 percent of demand will see that figure drop to 62 percent over the same period, the IEA says.

With an extension to Kyoto in its current form unlikely, the 27-nation EU bloc will push for a clear path charting when countries will make legally binding commitments, EU Climate Commissioner Connie Hedegaard said in an interview. The EU, which accounts for 11 percent of global emissions, will seek to reach a new, expanded treaty with the world’s biggest emitters.

“You cannot keep momentum in a political process just by implementing old decisions,” Hedegaard said. “A road map with a timetable would mark one significant step forward.”

Envoys at last year’s climate talks in Cancun, Mexico, set a goal to contain global warming to 2 degrees Celsius (3.6 Fahrenheit) since the 19th century. Pledges made so far, which aren’t legally binding, are insufficient, according to the IEA.

“With current policies in place, global temperatures are set to increase 6 degrees Celsius, which has catastrophic implications,” IEA Chief Economist Fatih Birol said. “If as of 2017 there is not a start of a major wave of new and clean investments, the door to 2 degrees will be closed.”

The South African organizers want to ensure new targets are set under Kyoto, which developing countries value because it holds the developed world to account for more than a century of climate-warming emissions.

“We cannot from conference to conference repeat the same rhetoric without getting to a practical implementation,” Cedric Frolick, House Chair in the South African Parliament, said in an interview. “We simply cannot afford for Durban to become the graveyard of the Kyoto Protocol.”

San Francisco Chronicle:  Degraded land threatens food suppy, U.N. finds

The United Nations has completed its first global assessment of the state of the planet's land resources, finding in a report Monday that a quarter of all land is highly degraded and warning the trend must be reversed if the world's growing population is to be fed.

The U.N. Food and Agriculture Organization estimates that farmers will have to produce 70 percent more food by 2050 to meet the needs of the world's expected 9 billion strong population. That amounts to 1 billion tons more wheat, rice and other cereals and 200 million more tons of beef and other livestock.

But as it is, most available land is already being farmed and in ways that often decrease its productivity through practices that lead to soil erosion and wasting of water.

That means that to meet the world's future food needs, a major "sustainable intensification" of agricultural productivity on existing farmland will be necessary, the U.N. group said in the "State of the World's Land and Water Resources for Food and Agriculture" report.

Director-General Jacques Diouf said increased competition over land for growing biofuels, coupled with climate change and poor farming practices, had left key food-producing systems at risk of being unable to meet human needs in 2050.

"The consequences in terms of hunger and poverty are unacceptable," he said at the organization's Rome headquarters. "Remedial actions need to be taken now. We simply cannot continue on a course of business as usual."

The report was released Monday, as delegates from around the world meet in Durban, South Africa, for a two-week U.N. climate change conference aimed at breaking the deadlock on how to curb emissions of carbon dioxide and other pollutants.

The report found that climate change coupled with poor farming practices had contributed to a decrease in productivity of the world's farmland following the boon years of the Green Revolution, when crop yields soared, thanks to new technologies, pesticides and the introduction of high-yield crops.

It found that 25 percent of the world's land is now "highly degraded," with soil erosion, water degradation and biodiversity loss. An additional 8 percent is moderately degraded, while 36 percent is stable or slightly degraded, and 10 percent is ranked as "improving."

General Environment News

Reuters:  Chevron to Brief U.S. Officials on Brazil Oil Spill

Chevron Corp will brief U.S. offshore drilling regulators on its recent oil spill off the coast of Brazil, an agency official said on Monday.

Michael Bromwich, the head of the Interior Department's Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement, said the agency requested the briefing to gain more information about the accident and to assess whether there were any implications for U.S. offshore drilling oversight.

Bromwich said the briefing would take place within the next 10 days.

Chevron was drilling in deep waters off the coast of Rio de Janeiro when it spilled about 2,400 barrels of oil into the ocean earlier this month.

The company has blamed the spill on wrongly estimated pressure and rock strength in the oil reservoir it was targeting.

Reuters:  Canada Won’t Confirm It’s Pulling Out of Kyoto

Canada dismissed the Kyoto Protocol on climate change on Monday as a thing of the past, but declined to confirm a media report it will formally pull out of the international treaty before the end of this year.

Although the Conservative government walked away from its Kyoto obligations years ago, a formal withdrawal would deal a symbolic blow to global talks to save the agreement, which opened in Durban, South Africa on Monday.

Canada says it backs a new global deal to cut emissions of greenhouse gases, but insists it has to cover all nations, including China and India, which are not bound by Kyoto's current targets.

Although Japan and Russia share Canada's view, and the United States never ratified Kyoto, no nation has yet formally renounced the treaty.

"Kyoto is the past," Environment Minister Peter Kent told reporters in Ottawa, describing the decision by Canada's previous Liberal government to sign on to the protocol as "one of the biggest blunders they made."

The Conservatives - who green groups say are recklessly pushing development of the Alberta oil sands and ignoring the environment - complain the Liberals signed Kyoto and then did nothing to stop the country's emissions from soaring.

"What we know is that we cannot comply with it ... that's a fact," Natural Resources Minister Joe Oliver told reporters.

CTV News said Ottawa would announce its formal withdrawal from Kyoto on December 23, once the Durban talks are over.

"I'm neither confirming or denying (the report)," said Kent, who announced Canada would spend C$600 million ($583 million) over the next five years to help improve air quality.

Peter Julian of the New Democrats said Kent's presence at Durban would be a total charade.

"He's going to go there to obstruct, bury progress, derail the discussions and act like an environmental vandal," Julian told the House of Commons.

Canada has long been the focus of environmentalists' ire and regularly wins "Fossil of the Day" awards at major international meetings.

"Countries should be asking themselves why Canada is sitting at the Kyoto negotiating table with a secret plan to formally withdraw from the protocol mere weeks after the talks end. This move is a slap in the face to the international community ... Shame on Canada," said Hannah McKinnon of Climate Action Network Canada.

Kent said the government - which has close ties to Western Canada's energy industry - wanted to meet its climate change commitments, but added that "we're not going to strand capital, we're not going to threaten jobs in any of the sectors".

Kyoto obliged Canada to cut emissions to 6 percent below 1990 levels by 2012. In 2009, Canada emitted 690 million tonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent, 17 percent above 1990 levels, largely because of an increase in oil extraction from the vast oil sands of northern Alberta.

The Conservatives subsequently adopted less ambitious targets and now say Canada will cut greenhouse gas emissions by 17 percent below 2005 levels by 2020.

"We need a new agreement, a post-Kyoto agreement, that includes all of the major emitting countries, whether they be developed countries or developing countries," said Kent.

EE News:  Supercommittee failure portends yearlong limbo for energy, environment programs

After four months of pressure campaigns and prognostication, the failure of the so-called congressional "supercommittee" to agree on $1.2 trillion in long-term spending cuts leaves energy and environmental programs in much the same position that they were after the August debt-limit deal: an uneasy limbo.

The flameout of the 12-member panel, created in the hopes of surmounting political acrimony to slash both parties' prized programs, puts domestic discretionary agencies -- such as U.S. EPA and the Energy Department -- in line for two rounds of automatic cuts, both potentially punishing. The first would come about three months into the 2013 fiscal year, when an estimated $39 billion sequester of already-approved spending would hit all agencies in equal proportions. The second would take the form of lower budget caps until 2021.

Whether the threat of the Pentagon taking a hit as sizable as EPA or the Interior Department compels leaders of both parties to make progress where the supercommittee could not remains an open question. But environmentalists most active in pushing the defunct panel to pursue new revenue, chiefly through the repeal of oil tax breaks, appear unlikely to change their strategy, with another year of more unpredictable fiscal maneuvers remaining before the sequester starts.

The end of the supercommittee means "we'll have to continue to do what we've been doing," Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC) Government Affairs Director David Goldston said in an interview.

"Obviously, everything is going to have to take some cuts," he added, but greens' goal is to "make sure [relevant agencies] are not hit disproportionately or in ways that will hurt services the public rightly expects. On the revenue side, we will continue to make the case for why, in this budget environment, subsidizing industries that are pretty far past the infant stage now does not make sense, from either a policy or financial perspective."

That continued emphasis on villainizing Big Oil while warning of the consequences for popular programs like national parks and state clean-water funds should the sequester take effect suggests that conservation groups see little hope in pressing for legislative exemptions from the pending round of new funding cuts -- a tactic some defense-minded lawmakers vowed to pursue despite a veto threat from President Obama.

Goldston declined to predict "a lot of effort" would be expended on calling for energy and environmental agencies alone to be spared the budgetary ax. The National Wildlife Federation's Washington director, Adam Kolton, urged a brighter spotlight on the fallout from the supercommittee's discord on balancing spending cuts with revenue.

"The Grinch stole Thanksgiving for those of us who care deeply about clean air, clean water and the outdoor recreation economy," Kolton said in an interview, adding that greens "are not out there saying, 'Solve the problem, but don't focus on us.'"

Many moving pieces

On its face, the $39 billion cut that the nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office (CBO) projects would be exacting from domestic discretionary spending in 2013 seems to represent a flash point at least as great as the August debt deal that pushed the CBO baseline $40 billion below the level set after April's government shutdown drama (E&E Daily, July 28).

House Democrats split evenly on that August spending pact, 95-95, while all but six of the party's more liberal senators supported a deal crafted in part by Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-Nev.). House Republicans voted 174-66 in favor of it, while a narrow majority of GOP senators fell in the yes camp.

For the moment, both parties' leaders are declining to embrace any attempt to partially unravel the 2013 sequester, a move that Obama already has vowed to greet with his veto pen.

Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.) yesterday hailed the coming round of spending cuts as "good news," one day after the Senate's No. 3 Democratic leader said the sequester would keep alive the prospects for a broad deal outside of the supercommittee process.

"The fear that those knives would come into effect is supposed to bring us to an agreement, and I think, actually, we can get an agreement in 2012," Sen. Charles Schumer (D-N.Y.) told NBC.

But even if lawmakers can agree on a plan to avert the sequester during a high-stakes election year with a trillion-dollar package of deficit cuts, EPA, DOE and Interior could face fiscal pain on par with the pared-back budget levels set in April and August. Another unpredictable variable is the 2012 appropriations season, which saw the House and Senate agree on a spending blueprint for commerce, agriculture, transportation and related programs but is likely to end in other agencies' being funded by either a massive omnibus bill or a continuing resolution (CR).

"We hope to work this process through so we don't have to do a CR," Reid told reporters yesterday, naming an omnibus for the remaining appropriations bills as the preferred alternative.

If House GOP leaders are unable to minimize conservative defections from an omnibus and a series of CRs are needed to keep the government solvent into early 2012, however, the liberal-leaning group OMB Watch recently warned that the sequester could have the unanticipated impact of temporarily stripping all money from certain agencies.

Should the percentage cut exacted by the 2013 sequester equal or exceed the funding given to an agency such as EPA through a short-term CR, "basically everything goes to zero," OMB Watch budget analyst Sam Rosen-Amy said in an interview.

While OMB Watch wrote in August that "Congress could use this convoluted situation to target specific agencies or programs to effectively shut them down, at least the duration of a CR," Rosen-Amy noted that the very parameters of the supercommittee-induced sequester, combined with an uncertain appropriations process, represent uncharted territory.

"This has never happened before," he said. "So we're not quite sure if [effective defunding] is what happens."

NY Times: On Our Radar:  Wind Power on Tribal Lands

http://green.blogs.nytimes.com/2011/11/29/on-our-radar-wind-power-on-tribal-lands/?ref=earth
The Obama administration unveils proposed rules for tribal lands that would speed wind and solar energy projects. The president plans to meet with leaders of the 565 federally recognized tribes at the White House on Friday. [The Huffington Post]

The worst flooding in 50 years dealt a severe blow to Thailand’s factory output and its overall economy this fall, the country’s Finance Ministry says. Production of electronics in Thailand, a big supplier to digital and automobile manufacturers, fell 45 percent in October. [BBC News] 

Growers in Texas say they will struggle to meet this season’s demand for Christmas trees because of the state’s long drought, which has taken a heavy toll on forests. [KXAN.com]

Australia proposes the creation of the world’s largest marine park in the Coral Sea. Fishing would be restricted and oil and gas exploration would be banned in the reserve, covering about 382,000 square miles off the country’s northeastern coast. [Environment 360]

Washington Post:  World on track for nearly 11-degree temperature rise, energy expert says
The chief economist for the International Energy Agency said Monday that current global energy consumption levels put the Earth on a trajectory to warm by 6 degrees Celsius (10.8 degrees Fahrenheit) above pre-industrial levels by 2100, an outcome he called “a catastrophe for all of us.”

Fatih Birol spoke as as delegates from nearly 200 countries convened the opening day of annual U.N. climate talks in Durban, South Africa.

International climate negotiators have pledged to keep the global temperature rise to 2 degrees Celsius, or 3.6 degrees Fahrenheit, above pre-industrial levels. The Earth has already warmed 0.8 degrees Celsius, or 1.4 Fahrenheit, so far, according to climate scientists.

According to the IEA’s most recent analysis, heat-trapping emissions from the world’s energy infrastructure will lead to a 2-degree Celsius increase in the Earth’s temperature that, as more capacity is added to the system, will climb to 6 degrees Celsius of warming by 2100.

Unless there is a shift away from some of the fossil fuel energy now used for electricity generation and transportation, Birol said, “the world is perfectly on track for a six-degree Celsius increase in temperature.

“Everybody, even the schoolchildren, knows this is a catastrophe for all of us,” he said at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace.

Birol spoke in unusually blunt terms about the climate implications of the global energy mix, implications that are disputed by many conservatives in the United States who don’t believe in the connection between human activity and climate change.

David Burwell, who directs the energy and climate program at the Carnegie Endowment, said Birol’s comments have “big implications for capital investment in energy,” though he noted that it will be oil executives and others in the private sector who will drive many of the key decisions.

“We can try to regulate, we can try to incentivize, but ultimately, they’ve got to make the decisions, they’ve got to make the investments,” he said, adding that government officials should engage with the energy industry on this topic. “Now’s the time to have the conversation about investments.”

Burwell added that while the IEA has analyzed energy use and production for years, this is the first year its officials have spoken this publicly about the need to shift gears.

“They’re definitely raising the red flag, because the numbers speak for themselves,” he said. “This is the first year they’ve started stamping their foot and saying, ‘Lookit, listen to us.’ ”

In an interview after his talk, Birol said he believes his agency’s analysis is having an impact in places such as China, which he said would outpace the European Union in per capita carbon emissions by 2015. He added that by 2035, China would outrank the industrialized world as the single biggest overall emitter of greenhouse gases in history.

“They are one of the few countries putting an emphasis on climate change,” Birol said, noting they will experiment next year with putting a price on carbon in some regions. 

The U.N. talks, meanwhile, suffered a setback as Canada announced Monday that it would not agree to sign up to a second commitment period under the Kyoto Protocol, the 1997 climate pact that set emissions targets for all major industrialized nations. Canada had pledged to cut its overall greenhouse gas emissions 6 percent by 2012 compared with 1990 levels; as of 2009, its carbon output was 29.8 percent above 1990 levels. 

EE News:  EPA releases ‘hundreds’ of confidential studies

U.S. EPA today released "hundreds" of health studies on chemicals that were submitted to the agency by manufacturers but had previously been shielded from the public.

Manufacturers had prevented the public from seeing the studies by claiming they were "confidential business information" (CBI) under the 1976 Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA).

EPA, however, began reviewing CBI claims in 2009 and vowed to release any studies that were not legitimate.

"EPA is increasing the availability of critical health and safety studies on chemicals that children and families are exposed to every day," said Steve Owens, assistant administrator for EPA's Office of Safety and Pollution Prevention. "We are making important progress in making this information public and giving the American public easy access to it."

The new studies are available through EPA's Chemical Data Access Tool.

The new documents are part of an effort to remove CBI claims at EPA. In June, the agency removed confidentiality claims for 150 substances (E&ENews PM, June 8).

EPA claims that since 2009, 577 formerly confidential substances have been revealed to the public through EPA's work on CBI claims. It also says that more than 1,000 safety studies have been made available to the public since then.

At press time, it was unclear exactly how many studies were released today and how many chemicals are included in those studies. EPA had not returned messages at press time.

The agency issued new guidance on CBI claims in 2010, noting that it will take a more critical look at them than the previous administration took.

"Over the next year, we expect to review several thousand additional studies on industrial chemicals and make many of these more accessible to the public," Owens said.

EPA has also asked chemical makers to voluntary remove CBI claims. The agency said 35 companies have begun the process of reviewing previously submitted filings to see if CBI claims are necessary.

David Andrews of the Environmental Working Group (EWG) has studied CBI claims and released a report in December 2009 arguing that industry was abusing them.

Andrews said EPA's announcement today is a welcome one.

"Since EWG released its report exposing the veil of secrecy the chemical industry has enjoyed for decades at the expense of public health," Andrews said. "The Obama EPA has stepped in to provide important information to a public concerned about the chemicals they're exposed and challenge all new claims hiding health and safety studies."

Vancouver Sun:  No economic excuse for not revamping climate targets: expert

Canada has no excuse for not revamping its climate change plan in light of an encouraging new global study that says avoiding catastrophic climate change is still technologically and economically feasible, an expert on climate change says.

"Clearly, Canada has to review the goals it committed to in Copenhagen which were not nearly ambitious enough, and which it doesn't even have a plan to meet," said Patrick Bonin, director of energy and climate for the Quebec Association against Atmospheric Pollution

As the annual international conference on climate change begins in South Africa, a study released Wednesday by the United Nations Environment Program brings both good and bad news.

The 55 scientists from 15 countries who produced the report, called Bridging the Emissions Gap, conclude that the world can still avoid the catastrophic effects of a temperature rise of two Celsius with existing technology and without damaging the world economy.

A quicker-than-planned switch to renewable energy, improved energy efficiency and new fuels are all part of the solution, the report notes.

Better public transportation, more fuel efficient vehicles and improvements to agriculture and waste management are also key.

Emissions from aviation and shipping, which fall outside the Kyoto Protocol emission reduction treaty because they are considered international emissions, could be cut by improving fuel efficiency, using low-carbon fuels and simply reducing ship speeds, the report says.

But the scientists also report that improved modelling from last year's assessment means the gap between what the world's governments have promised to do by 2020, and what they need to do is larger than previously thought.

Under the most optimistic scenarios, that gap is now estimated at six gigatonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent per year, rather than five.

"It shows we have much to do, both in terms of ambition and policy, but it also shows that the gap can still be closed if we act now," said UN secretary-general Ban Ki-moon.

"This is a message of hope and an important call to action."

Bonin said the Canadian government needs to listen to this call.

"Science is telling us what we can do to avoid catastrophic climate change, and so far Canada has not been listening at all," he said.

Last year at the global climate conference, Canada was severely criticized for pledging to reduce emissions by 17 per cent over 2005 levels by 2020.

(This would mean a threeper-cent increase in emissions in 2020 compared to 1990, the base year used in the Kyoto Protocol.)

Bonin notes that the government of Stephen Harper has so far only announced plans that would get 25 per cent of the way to that insufficient goal.

And Canada can't meet its stated goals, much less the more ambitious goals required, unless it stops expanding heavily polluting oilsands projects, he added.

Globe and Mail:  Canada adds its objections to $100-billion climate fund

The Harper government is joining the United States in raising objections to a planned $100-billion (U.S.) a year climate fund that is designed to bridge differences between rich countries and the developing world.

Heading into the United Nations climate conference in Durban this week, the United States has made it clear it will not support the current proposals for the climate fund over concerns about how the money would be raised, lack of verification of how it is spent, and an unwillingness of major emerging countries to commit to legally binding emissions reduction.

Environment Minister Peter Kent has raised his own doubts about the climate fund, saying on the weekend that Ottawa would not agree to proceeding with it in the absence of a broad global agreement, which would include China and other emerging economies, to restrain greenhouse-gas emissions.

The Harper government has already indicated it will not commit to new targets under the Kyoto Protocol after the treaty’s first commitment period expires in 2012.

Mr. Kent on Monday would not comment directly on reports that the government will pull out of Kyoto after the Durban conference. Such a move would remove international monitoring of Canada’s emissions reductions. It would also amount to a repudiation of key principles of the Kyoto treaty, notably that the developed world has a historical obligation to do the lion’s share of reduction because it has contributed most of the industrial emissions that cause climate change.

“Kyoto is the past,” he told reporters on Monday.

The Harper government has instead endorsed the 2009 Copenhagen accord, which included a commitment to reduce greenhouse gases from all major emitting countries, including the United States and China. While countries have published targets, negotiators have made little progress in converting the Copenhagen political compromise into a binding treaty.

“Our commitment is to Copenhagen and to a realistic plan to reduce greenhouse gases in alignment with our neighbour and closest trading partner with whom we have very integrated economies to reduce our greenhouse gases on a continental basis,” Mr. Kent said.

New Democratic Party environment critic Megan Leslie accused the government of attempting to sabotage the Durban talks with its hard line on Kyoto.

The Harper government has largely mirrored the U.S. approach to global climate negotiations, a stand that has frustrated European and developing countries that are members of the Kyoto Protocol.

Negotiators at Durban are wrestling with how to finance the climate fund. UN officials are suggesting countries consider taxes on air travel and marine transport, and some countries support a financial transaction tax. Neither Washington nor Ottawa have supported such measures.

The United States last week indicated it supported the “basic concept” of a climate fund, but had serious reservations about its design. Washington wants major emerging countries like China, Brazil and India to play a role in financing emission reductions in lesser developed countries.

Graham Saul, executive director of Climate Action Network Canada, said the climate fund is a critical prerequisite to an international treaty that would bring real progress on global emissions reductions.

“The fund was supposed to be about building trust toward a meaningful international agreement and Canada has violated that trust in so many ways, this is only the latest way,” Mr. Saul said.

SF Chronicle: Algae blooms’ sudden spread stumps scientists

Marine scientists are trying to find out why previously unknown blooms of toxic algae are suddenly proliferating along the California coast, killing wildlife and increasing the risk of human sickness. 

The mysterious blooms have recently been bigger and have occurred more frequently than ever before, an alarming trend that a team of scientists led by UC Santa Cruz is attempting to figure out.

"It is a huge problem for wildlife," said Raphael Kudela, a professor of ocean sciences at UC Santa Cruz and the lead scientist for the study, which began last week. "We've seen a lot more of what we consider unusual events. It's not always the same organism, but new things keep cropping up. The million-dollar question is: What exactly is the change in the environment that these things are linked to?"

The danger was disturbingly apparent starting in August when a deadly red tide killed tens of thousands of abalone, sea urchins and other mollusks along the coast in Sonoma and Mendocino counties. 

Scientists will deploy an array of sophisticated ocean-monitoring technology, including robotic gliders, a network of underwater sensors and satellite observations, during the five-year, $4.3 million study. The project shoved off using an $800,000 grant from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.

Research focus

The researchers will look at the rare species found in the red tide, known as Gonyaulax spinifera, which creates a biotoxin that kills shellfish. 

But the primary focus will be on a separate single-celled diatom known as Pseudo-nitzschia. This algae, which was not part of the recent red tide, produces domoic acid, which Kudela said has rapidly become the single biggest biological threat along the California coast.

Pseudo-nitzschia was first identified in the Monterey area in 1991 and in Southern California in 2003. It is toxic to both humans and marine mammals, and although it is normally associated with springtime conditions, Kudela said it has now begun to appear at other times of the year. 

The blooms quickly cover large areas and the toxins accumulate in shellfish, mussels, anchovies, sardines and other filter feeders. The domoic acid is poisonous to humans and marine mammals, particularly sea otters, that eat affected shellfish.

People can contract amnesic shellfish poisoning, which causes nausea, vomiting, dizziness and, in severe cases, disorientation, seizures, coma and even death. 

It is a big problem for oyster farming and offshore aquaculture, Kudela said, and a primary reason for yearly bans on shellfish harvesting.

"It's quite common. We have toxin in the water pretty much every year, and every couple of years we have a big event, where a lot of birds are dying and sea lions are found dead on the beach," Kudela said. "There is a good monitoring program in California, and if that program didn't exist, then we would probably have more people getting sick."

Monitoring blooms

The plan is to compare conditions in Monterey Bay and along the San Pedro Shelf in Southern California, both hot spots for toxic blooms. 

Deep ocean upwellings, river outflows, and agricultural and urban runoff will be looked at during the study. The work is a collaboration of UCLA, the University of Southern California, Moss Landing Marine Laboratories, the Monterey Bay Aquarium Research Institute, the Southern California Coastal Water Research Project, and NOAA's Center for Coastal Environmental Health and Biomolecular Research.

Scientists will also try to determine whether climate change is having an effect on the size, frequency and location of deadly algae blooms.

"We can't say for sure that it is tied to something like climate change," Kudela said, "but it does seem to be spreading globally, so something is changing, and we are trying to find out what that is." 

Algal blooms are already known to be relatively common in the coastal waters of Oregon, Washington state and Canada. Recently, though, unusual toxic algal blooms have also been detected in the Gulf of Mexico, off the coast of Alabama, South Carolina, Florida, in Chesapeake Bay and the Gulf of Maine, according to researchers. 

Future outbreaks may be unstoppable, Kudela and others admit, but they hope the study will eventually help them develop a computer model that will predict blooms before they have a chance to cause havoc in the marine environment.

EE News:  Offshore drilling: “We stood firm, and we stood tall,’ outgoing reg chief declares 

What Michael Bromwich knew about the offshore oil and gas industry could have fit into a thimble, he says, when President Obama appointed him to overhaul the former Minerals Management Service nearly a year and a half ago.

But his inexperience, Bromwich says, helped him lead MMS's temporary successor and, most recently, serve as director of the Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement, a post that he will leave tomorrow. Coast Guard Rear Adm. James Watson will replace Bromwich.

In his final briefing with reporters as the bureau's chief, Bromwich said regulatory reforms his team implemented -- though at times wildly unpopular to industry groups and oil-state lawmakers -- might have saved the industry from future spills.

"We have characterized it as the most significant reforms in the history of offshore drilling regulations, and I don't think that is pat," he said from a fifth-floor room in Interior Department headquarters, where he has held hundreds of meetings with industry. "These weren't just paper standards. ... We made them abide by those standards."

But even as offshore activity gains momentum following the BP PLC oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico -- approvals of new deepwater wells soared in October -- Bromwich said he fears a change in leadership in Congress or the White House in next year's elections could unravel many of the regulations he fought to establish.

He said he is also deeply concerned with Congress' plan to trim federal agency spending by an estimated 9 percent in 2013, a consequence of the failed deficit supercommittee. The move could severely hamper Interior's ability to hire the inspectors and engineers it needs to efficiently process offshore permits, he said.

"This agency for 28 years fought a losing battle for resources," he said. "I am worried that the larger budget climate may gravely threaten the gains that we've won and stall out the agency."

Bromwich, a Harvard University-trained lawyer who joined Interior in June 2010 after serving as a federal prosecutor and inspector general for the Justice Department, said the past 17 months have been the most challenging but also the most interesting assignment of his career.

By his tally, Bromwich has made 19 major speeches, testified to Congress 15 different times, appeared before a presidential commission three times and spoken at numerous press briefings about the agency's reforms.

The new regulations -- which included a drilling safety rule, performance-based operating standards and a new requirement that companies prove they can contain oil from a runaway well -- at times drew the ire of Gulf Coast lawmakers and Republicans who complained they were slowing down new exploration in the Gulf.

But Interior's decision to resume deepwater drilling in early spring also raised alarm in the environmental community, drawing lawsuits that threaten development to this day.

"Fairly quickly, we set the tone for the industry that this was not the agency they had dealt with," Bromwich said. "There was a lot of grousing about it ... less by individual companies, more by trade associations and the industry's allies in Congress. But we stood firm, and we stood tall."

What's next?

Bromwich also helped establish tougher ethics rules, an investigation and review unit, a detailed Interior-U.S. Coast Guard spill investigation, stepped-up recruiting efforts and a massive reorganization of the former MMS.

Bromwich said his position as an outsider at times made it easier for him to upend Interior policies.

As an example, Bromwich cited a recent decision to extend Interior regulations to drilling contractors, a move that he said made sense but had previously been deemed "administratively inconvenient." While the decision chafed some in the industry, it led to the issuance of violations last month to Halliburton Co. and Transocean Ltd. for their roles in the Deepwater Horizon disaster.

"It's just something that people in this agency took for granted," he said. "Somebody who has been a part of the industry might not have asked those questions, might have taken more time to overturn that policy."

Bromwich, who was charged with reforming an agency long accused of being too cozy with industry, did not indicate what he would do after leaving Interior, but he said he is imposing a voluntary lifetime ban on "direct dealings" with BSEE or the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, which oversees leasing and exploration.

"That doesn't mean I can't work on the issues. But I will never be in this room dealing with a future director of one of these agencies," he said. "There has been too much of the revolving door in the past, too much effort to influence the agency's policy and regulatory judgments by former top executives and senior people in this agency and it has got to stop, and it is going to stop with me."

Bromwich, whose work at the private practice Fried, Frank, Harris, Shriver & Jacobson included high-profile turnaround efforts at troubled agencies like the Houston and Washington, D.C., police departments, said he would like to return to law enforcement issues.

"How all that shakes out, in terms of whether I go to a law firm or whether I open up my own firm of some sort and figure out a way to stay involved in some of these issues, I don't know at this point," he said.

Reactions

His departure from Interior has drawn mixed feelings both from industry heads and some environmentalists.

Jim Noe, senior vice president of Hercules Offshore Inc., a large shallow-water contractor, said Bromwich has made strides in improving the safety of offshore drilling, but often failed to provide a clear set of expectations for industry that led to slower permitting.

"Director Bromwich was given a very tough job, made tougher by his lack of industry experience," Noe said earlier this fall. "He has made progress. Everyone in the industry agrees with that."

"The biggest missing piece is the lack of predictability in the system," Noe added. "It's simply not as transparent as it used to be."

While Bromwich's regulatory efforts often drew praise from congressional Democrats and environmentalists, some have criticized his involvement in Interior's conditional approval of Arctic exploration and a new five-year leasing plan that includes some Arctic waters.

Peter Van Tuyn, an Anchorage-based attorney who represents conservation groups, said Bromwich's approval system for drilling allows critical decisions over whether a company's oil spill plan is adequate to be made as late as the drilling permit stage -- the last possible time before drilling can start.

The policy could put undue pressure on Interior as it reviews Royal Dutch Shell PLC's permits to drill in the Arctic, since the company's exploration plans have already been approved, he said.

"'Are you saying that BSEE, which was not involved in the exploration plan approval process, will have the info and backbone to hold Shell's feet to the regulatory fire right up to the time when Shell could start drilling?'" Van Tuyn said, recalling a recent meeting he and an Alaska Native leader had with Bromwich. "'Are you saying that your agency will have the strength to make an objective decision about whether Shell has met legal requirements, even while Shell's entire drilling armada is in the Arctic staring down at your BSEE folks? All that money and effort that Shell put into it will not influence you one bit?' I vividly remember that he looked [us] in the eye and said 'Yes.'"

Environmental groups continue to fight plans to drill in the Arctic, arguing, among other things, that the area lacks the infrastructure necessary to respond to a spill and that efforts could be hampered by inclement weather.

"In my opinion, his offshore drilling approval approach is naive," Van Tuyn said. "History has shown that regulators are heavily influenced by industry momentum and arguments of inequity such as 'You are making me wait too long to give me the approval.'"

CBC News:  Alberta collaborated with industry on fracking PR strategy

The Alberta government collaborated with a Canadian petroleum industry group on a public relations campaign to counter "misinformation" regarding hydraulic fracturing to extract shale gas.

Internal government notes, emails and minutes of meetings between the departments of Environment, Energy and Sustainable Resource Development; the government's Energy Resources Conservation Board (ERCB); and the Canadian Association of Petroleum Producers (CAPP) were obtained through a freedom of information request by the Alberta Federation of Labour. The ERCB is a regulator of the oil and gas industry.

At a June 9 meeting, the provincial government agreed to the collaborative communications campaign: "[Government of Alberta] agrees communication is a priority including a joint industry/GOA committee to develop similar language and terminology for discussion of shale gas issues and operations.

"The objective is to improve public understanding of shale gas operations and improve public knowledge and confidence. Preparation of a common background information document may be of value [when] targeted at a public audience."

But the two groups did not want to let the public know they were cooperating and planned to put out separate communications plans based on the same principles, said Gil McGowan, president of the Alberta Federation of Labour.

Meeting minutes showed concern about what the government and industry viewed as misinformation: "Environmental and Non-Governmental Organizations are supporting a ill-informed campaign on hydraulic fracturing and water related issues in British Columbia and in other jurisdictions and this is expected to grow as shale-gas development expands into Alberta and Saskatchewan."

A government spokesman said the meetings were "meaningless," since the Public Affairs Bureau, which has the authority to devise communications strategies, was not involved.

"Maybe the people around that [meeting] table thought it was appropriate, I don't know, but in the end, government thought it inappropriate to be working with CAPP," Bart Johnson, spokesman for former Energy Minister Ron Liepert. "I can tell you that when communications [the Public Affairs Bureau] was made aware of this, it ended" (Charles Rusnell, CBC News, Nov. 29). -- GV
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EE News: EPA finalizes amendments to GHG rule, grants six-month extension

U.S. EPA today finalized amendments to its greenhouse gas reporting rule that include a six-month extension for several emission sources.

The new provisions move the 2011 reporting deadline from March 31, 2012, to Sept. 28, 2012.

They also clarify compliance obligations and reporting requirements for numerous sectors that fall under the rule, including underground coal mines, industrial wastewater treatment facilities and industrial waste landfills, according to information provided by the agency.

Administrator Lisa Jackson signed the greenhouse gas reporting rule for existing emitters from several sectors in September 2009. The rule took effect at the end of that year.

The amendments come as EPA sent a finalized proposed rule on greenhouse gas emissions from new and existing power plants to the White House for review earlier this month. The agency's New Source Performance Standard for utilities is currently under review by the White House Office of Management and Budget.

EPA was originally due to propose that rule last July as part of a settlement between EPA, states and green groups who sued the agency.

The rule has been delayed several times, and several environment groups have raised concerns that the standards in the proposal are not strong enough (E&ENews PM, Nov. 9).

EPA has said it expects to release the new rule next year.

The Christian Science Monitor: The climate news is bad, but prospects for climate talks may be worse
Delegates from 191 countries and the European Union opened UN-sponsored talks Monday in Durban, South Africa, amid deeply divisive questions over when and how to replace the 1997 Kyoto Protocol with an agreement that is legally binding on all major greenhouse-gas emitters, not just developed countries.

The talks are taking place against a backdrop of grim news concerning Earth’s climate, including rising concentrations of heat-trapping carbon dioxide gases and a recent report by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) that highlights the increased risks emerging from extreme-weather events.

Adding to pressure on the Durban delegates, a recent analysis from the UN Environment Program found that pledges some 80 countries made over the past two years to reduce emissions or slow emissions' growth rates fall far short of what's needed by 2020 to put the world on a path to holding the increase in global average temperatures to 2 degrees Celsius by the end of the century.

Veterans note that when the talks open, delegations tend to lay out their toughest bargaining positions. But after modest progress on several issues at last year's talks in Cancun, Mexico, positions that parties – particularly the US – are staking out heading into the next two weeks paint a picture that's "pretty discouraging," says Alden Meyer, director of strategy and policy for the Union of Concerned Scientists.

For countries that have ratified the 1997 Kyoto Protocol, the key issue to be resolved is whether or not to adopt a second five-year enforcement period. The current period expires at the end of next year. Japan, Russia, and Canada have formally stated they will not accept new emission-reduction targets. The US withdrew from the Kyoto process in 2001.

The European Union's delegation has said it is willing to commit to a second enforcement period, but only if countries not part of the agreement put together a road map at Durban that leads to a legally binding agreement in 2015 covering all major emitters, including China, India, and the US. The EU’s aim is to have the new pact ultimately replace the Kyoto Protocol and take force in 2020, when the voluntary commitments countries formally adopted in Cancun expire.

Small-island nations threatened by sea-level rise and least-developed countries also back the EU's approach, says Mr. Meyer.

Yet the US appears reluctant to support a road map toward a legally binding, post-2020 pact without knowing more about what it's likely to contain – provisions that presumably could be informed by the next set of periodic IPCC reports on climate change, due out in 2014.

"Our thinking is that putting the form of the action before the substance doesn't make a great deal of sense," said the lead US negotiator, Jonathan Pershing, at a briefing Monday in Durban.

In the end, the US has expressed a willingness to negotiate a legally binding treaty, but with preconditions that are nonstarters with developing countries, Meyer adds.

Among them: Some mechanisms for bumping developing countries into developed status as their economies progress, which would then require them to take on legally-binding commitments; and ensuring that when such commitments are made, they don't hinge on receiving aid either for adaptation to climate change or to buy the technology they would need to meet those commitments.

Such a quid-pro-quo was part of the agreement that came out of climate talks in Bali in 2007, Meyer explains.

Asked about the challenges facing negotiators over the next two weeks, the meeting's president Maite Nkoana-Mashabane, South Africa's minister of international relations and cooperation, acknowledged Monday that "we're under no illusion that this is an easy process.”

National Post:  The Moral Climate

http://www.nationalpost.com/opinion/columnists/moral+climate/5781527/story.html
The 17th Conference of the Parties to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change that begins this week in Durban isn't expected to see much progress in replacing Kyoto.

For those who believe that the Kyoto process is politically dangerous, economically destructive and based on dubious science, this is a good thing. Nevertheless, there is bound to be plenty of hand-wringing over the failure of rich countries to hand over more cash to poor ones as "compensation" for the climate catastrophe to come. This is one of the reasons why Al Gore and Archbishop Desmond Tutu maintain that climate change is a "moral issue." The psychological roots and practical consequences of this claim have received much less attention than they deserve.

Lord Andrew Turnbull, a former head of the British Civil Service, has become profoundly concerned about the corruption of climate science by moralism. "There is a strong alignment," he told me, "between those who subscribe to anthropogenic global warming as the preponderant driver of climate change, and those whose view of the world is fundamentally antimarket and anti-capitalist. That climate change should have become part of the battle of political ideas is not surprising. What is profoundly shocking is the way large parts of the scientific community have allowed themselves to be co-opted into this movement."

Lord Turnbull notes that the leaders of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, the IPCC, the alleged fount of objective climate science, "have formed a tightknit circle which seeks to portray their explanation of changing climate as the unique and correct one, while at the same time seeking to obstruct or suppress the views of those with other viewpoints." He points out that large parts of the mainstream media "have trotted along uncritically behind the consensus."

The recent release of a second round of hacked emails to and from the Climatic Research Unit of the University of East Anglia further confirms Lord Turnbull's take.

Harvard's Steven Pinker, an eminent student of human nature, has remarked on the moralism behind the global-warming issue. In a 2008 article in The New York Times Magazine, titled "The Moral Instinct," Professor Pinker wrote: "And nowhere is moralization more of a hazard than in our greatest global challenge. The threat of human-induced climate change has become the occasion for a moralistic revival meeting."

Prof. Pinker nevertheless finds it hard to believe that moralism might have entirely corrupted the science, but then he may not have taken into account the link between moralism and politics.

According to Al Gore, the fact that climate change is a moral issue places it "beyond politics." This claim is, to say the least, puzzling since moral issues are the deepest motivators of - and justifications for - political activism. What Mr. Gore really seems to be claiming is that we should move past "quibbling" about the science and get straight to draconian action, which just happens to coincide with his own brand of politics: more government control at all levels; more redistribution both within and between states.

Putting the policy cart before the scientific horse makes no logical sense, but then - as philosophers have been telling us for a very long time - moral issues aren't about either logic or sense, they are about feelings. One of those feelings is that those who challenge our most fervent moral convictions are not just wrong, but wickedly self-interested (as opposed to ourselves, whose motives are pure and selfless), stupid or downright evil.

According to prominent leftliberals such as Paul Krugman, climate deniers are analogous to benighted believers in anti-Darwinian "intelligent design." They are non-scientific fools whose views do not deserve examination. The very term "denier" suggests psychopathology - the rejection of truth - and invites links to "Holocaust denial." However, "deniers" are not denying a truth, they are skeptical about a theory, the theory of catastrophic man-made climate change. The devil is in the adjectives. Skeptics are also disturbed by the policies this "settled science" is said to require, because those policies have always and everywhere failed, damaging human wealth and welfare. However, those questioning the IPCC process, or alleged "consensus," are castigated for their heresy.

Canadian journalist Donna Laframboise, who recently published a book, The Delinquent Teenager who was Mistaken for the World's Top Climate Expert, about the profound flaws of the IPCC process, noted the moralistic vitriol that her inquiries had unleashed. "It is peculiar, indeed," she wrote, "that people who see things differently try to link my climate views to racists, Holocaust deniers, child murderers, mental illness and the tobacco industry.- It is bizarre that prime ministers and other officials think it remotely appropriate to publicly denounce climate skeptics as cowards, saboteurs, and antiscience Flat-Earthers- Whatever happened to tolerance and mutual respect?"

The simple answer is that when ardent moralism rears its head, tolerance and mutual respect tend to be tossed out of the window, along with any inclination even to listen to what skeptics are saying.

A couple of years ago I attended a conference of skeptics about climate orthodoxy in New York City. At the end of one session - on the unfolding disaster of European climate policies - a young man appeared at the back of the room and declared that he had never witnessed "such hypocrisy." How, he asked, could the panelists sleep at night? One of the puzzled presenters asked the young man with which parts of their presentations he disagreed.

"Oh," said the young man. "I didn't come here to listen to the presentations."

Psychologist Philip Tetlock of the University of Pennsylvania coined a phrase for the tendency to regard some perspectives as so morally wrong as to be beyond examination. He called it "The Psychology of Taboo." Prof. Tetlock asked his students their opinions on a number of contentious issues, including buying and selling human organs, auctioning adoption licences, or buying one's way out of jury duty. Respondents tended to be outraged at even being asked to consider such proposals.

Significantly, purchasing children, selling organs or buying your way out of jury duty all involve a clash between moral values and commercial values. Moral values are non-negotiable, whereas commercial values are all about haggling, and never the twain shall meet.

Climate change is not primarily a moral issue; it is a scientific issue with moral implications. To put the moral issues first is to risk corrupting the science, since moralism tends to crowd out objectivity and lead to a closing of ranks. The potentially corrupting influence of moralism on science is itself a critically important area of scientific study. Ironically, however, it is one that may be neglected because of the strong left-liberal bias of the academic community.

Dr. Jonathan Haidt, a University of Virginia psychologist who specializes in the moral foundations of politics, created an ideological uproar earlier this year when he suggested that his own field might have become "broken" because of left-liberal bias.

Dr. Haidt's call for attempts to understand conservative moral perspectives and for a truce in the "culture wars" was admirable, but he also claimed that "climate-change denialism" was an example of conservative moral bias, of a "moraltribal community - protecting their sacralized free markets."

But was that suggestion itself left-liberal bias?

This is the first of two parts. Tomorrow: In a "moral" science climate, skeptics classed as "crackpots."

National Post:  Say it: Kyoto is dead

Shed no tears for the Kyoto Protocol: It was doomed to failure from the get-go. Scores of countries signed the 1997 global-warming treaty, but its carbon-emission limitations were binding only on the very richest of them. The world's two largest emitters - China and the United States - refused to accept any limits. Even most of the nations of Europe, whose leaders spoke of Kyoto's provisions as holy writ, never made the hard economic sacrifices necessary to meet their commitments. To get under their limits, they relied on accounting gimmicks, such as artificially low emission benchmarks dating from the coal-belching Cold War period.

Environmentalists imagine that Kyoto was a sort of bonding moment for the world's nations. In fact, it was an exercise in multilateral cynicism, with each group of nations tying to extract advantage through green posturing. The developing countries, including China, were happy that the treaty would handcuff the industrialized world's economic expansion until they caught up. The Europeans wanted it set up in such a way that they could boast

about their environmental bona fides without doing anything. And the Russians wanted everyone else to be bound by CO 2 limits because they had plenty of unused emission credits they wanted to sell for billions to guilt-ridden Western governments. No one was willing to make the massive, economycrippling measures that would be required to actually reduce greenhouse-gas emissions, such as replacing cheap carbon-based fuel en masse with more expensive renewable fuels.

Even if all the world's nations had somehow found some magical method for meeting their emission limits, the most the environmental treaty could have accomplished would have been to delay the total 21stcentury warming projected by scientists by a decade or less. The Earth would have warmed as much under Kyoto, just at a slightly slower rate.

All of which to say: We aren't distressed by rumours that Canada will soon withdraw from the protocol. Indeed, we hope those rumours are true. Since no Canadian government - either Liberal or Conservative - ever made any serious effort to cut emissions in compliance with our treaty obligations, there will be no effect in terms of actual energy policy in this country. And as noted above, even if there were, it wouldn't make much of a difference. The only effect of abandoning Kyoto would be that we would be striking a blow for intellectual honesty over cynical green flag-waving.

We would not be alone in effectively rejecting Kyoto. The Americans never ratified the treaty: Democrats and Republicans both refused in nearly equal numbers to hobble their economy with unrealistic emissionreduction targets. The Australians followed suit in 2002, announcing that there was no way they would ratify, because doing so would hurt the economy. The Japanese voted to "accept" (but not ratify) Kyoto's reduction targets, then passed a law announcing those targets would not be legally binding either on companies or consumers.

Kyoto runs out next year. And the upcoming Durban summit has little hope of achieving a worldwide eco-treaty to succeed it. World leaders have lost all their 1997-era illusions about their ability to escape coal and oil, and about the motivations of the other members of the community of nations. Plus, a weak global economy (far weaker than it was in 1997) has destroyed any appetite for painful green initiatives among middle-class voters in countries such as Canada and the United States.

The hubristic idea that Canada has some critical role to play in saving the Kyoto process, which has been promoted in the Canadian media in recent days, is silly and naïve - a pathetic vestige of the 1990s-era soft-power fantasy that we could change the world through moral suasion. Kyoto will die whatever Canada does. No one in Washington or Beijing truly cares much whether we stay or go, whatever this or that press release may claim.

Many columnists in this newspaper have expressed skepticism regarding the scientific consensus that global warming is real, that it is caused in large part by the emission of green house gases by human economic activity, and that this presents a major problem that the world will have to deal with in coming generations. But even if one accepts the science behind Kyoto, the last 14 years demonstrate that top-down emission-reductions are not the answer. To the extent Prime Minister Stephen Harper has the courage to say this publicly, and formally withdraw from Kyoto, he should get credit for admitting a hard truth that other world leaders know, but will not admit.
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Oman Observer (Oman):  Medical waste plant expands

Following the recent announcement by Muscat Municipality (No 104/2011) regarding the safe collection and disposal of biomedical waste, Averda, the largest environmental solutions provider in the MENA region, has announced that the facilities at its Medical Waste Treatment Plant (MWTP) will now be available to private institutions within the Muscat Governorate. For the past six years, Averda has successfully fulfilled the requirements of Oman’s Ministry of Health through the provision and management of a fully functional Medical Waste Treatment Plant. During this time, Averda has been the only registered and government-approved collector and incinerator of medical waste. In order to facilitate compliance with the obligations imposed by announcement No 104/2011, its existing biomedical waste functions have now been extended to private institutions.

“The proper, safe disposal of all biomedical waste is of paramount importance to the health of our community. To assist all willing institutions to comply with the municipality’s new legislation, we have made our services flexible and extended our expertise to the private sector,” said Redha Saied, Managing Director, Averda Oman.

Formerly under the banner of Technique LLC, Averda’s Medical Waste Treatment Plant operation services all government hospitals, polyclinics and health centres in the Muscat Governorate.

It covers all processes, including waste collection and transportation with a high-tech fleet that is specially designed to international standards and regulations. This is in addition to handling and treatment, all carried out as per World Health Organization regulations, as well as ISO 9001 and OHSAS 18001 standards. The plant itself has two incinerator lines with a capacity of 250kg/hr, per line.

As an environmental pioneer of the latest advancements that will drive the environmental sector in MENA forward, Averda offers a variety of integrated waste management solutions, from city cleaning to raising community awareness about the global impact of waste.

Elsewhere in the Middle East, Averda has introduced several initiatives that are the first of their kind in the region, such as the Reverse Vending Machine (RVM), a community-focused recycling facility that rewards consumers with redeemable points for every recyclable deposited and iaverda, an iPad and iPhone app that allows the community to interact directly with Averda in order to ensure that cleanliness in their area is upheld.

Jordan Times (Jordan):  New guidelines to protect underground water resources 

The Ministry of Water and Irrigation on Tuesday announced new guidelines for protecting Jordan’s shrinking underground water resources from over-pumping, contamination and violations.

The guidelines, which were published in the Official Gazette in August, will act as a reference for ministries to consult before issuing a licence to any corporation or project whose activities may contaminate water resources, Minister of Water and Irrigation Mousa Jamani said yesterday.

“Underground water has been the main source of water in Jordan over the past decades, but with population growth and the industrial boom, sound management and protection of water resources is vital to ensure its sustainability,” he said during the launch of the new guidelines.  The minister underscored the importance of protecting surface water resources, noting that the Kingdom’s reliance on surface water will increase in the near future, particularly as plans to desalinate seawater move forward.

“Reliance in the future on surface water will increase, giving aquifers the chance to replenish and reduce salinity levels,” Jamani noted yesterday.

The new guidelines identify areas where aquifers are located and the projects and activities that are allowed to be implemented near them, Ali Subuh, the ministry’s assistant secretary general for technical affairs, said at yesterday’s event.

He noted that the water and environment ministries will coordinate with various government agencies to control activities near water resources, including springs, wells and dams.

“The goal of the new guidelines is to ensure the sustainability of the water resources in addition to monitoring private well owners’ abidance by regulations governing water pumping,” Subuh highlighted.  The water ministry, in cooperation with the German Federal Institute of Geo-Science and Natural Resources (BGR), has been formulating the new guidelines over the past year.

Tobias El Fahem, coordinator of BGR’s Water Aspects in Land Use Planning Project, underscored the importance of protecting water resources in Jordan from pollution and over-pumping.

The Kingdom has around 12 renewable and non-renewable aquifers, such as Disi and Al Jafer, underlying an area of between 633 and 1,856 square kilometres. Over 76 per cent of the country’s drinking water needs are secured from underground sources.

Water experts and officials warn that the Kingdom’s underground water situation is alarming and that both the quality and quantity of water in aquifers are declining due to over-pumping and meagre rainfall during winter.

Excessive pumping during the past 25 years from various aquifers resulted in a drop in water levels of between 20 centimetres and 1.5 metres annually, according to the ministry.

Gulf News (UAE): Dugong conservation gets support

The Environment Agency - Abu Dhabi (EAD) and Total United Arab Emirates (Total UAE) organised a ceremony marking the extension of sponsorship for EAD's Dugong Conservation Programme, which has been sponsored by Total since 1999.

During the ceremony, Razan Khalifa Al Mubarak, secretary general of EAD, said: "A significant proportion of the world's dugongs occur in the Arabian Gulf. About 40 per cent of this population occurs in Abu Dhabi waters, making the UAE significant in terms of regional and global dugong conservation."

She said, "Since 1999, the Environment Agency-Abu Dhabi has conducted detailed studies of the local dugong population. Overall, these studies have helped us to better understand dugong behaviour. The first phase of these studies helped us obtain information about the abundance, distribution and the conservation status of dugongs in the UAE".

"The second phase helped us understand more about the biological and ecological aspects. Threats to the dugong population were identified by investigating causes of dugong mortality as well as habitat degradation, fragmentation and loss," she said.

Gulf News (UAE): Ditch your old phone for recycling and save a turtle

The hawksbill turtle, one of the many animals to make Bu Tinah island its home, will continue to do so thanks to local efforts to protect them. Recycle your old mobile devices at any Nokia Care Centre in the UAE, Oman, and Qatar and get a chance to 'adopt' one of 200 endangered hawksbill turtles

Dubai: Recycle your old mobile devices at any Nokia Care Centre in the UAE, Oman, and Qatar and get a chance to ‘adopt’ one of 200 endangered Hawksbill turtle.

Nokia and Emirates Wildlife Society (EWS-WWF), a not-for-profit environmental organisation, have joined forces to spearhead a month-long campaign to raise awareness of the region’s Marine Turtle Conservation Project.  Nokia users who donate their old mobile phones for recycling will receive adoption certificates for the Hawksbill turtles endangered to Gulf waters.  “We believe that raising awareness is a vital first step towards galvanising environmental action among people,” Ulrike Vott, Sustainability Manager Nokia Middle East, said.  The Marine Turtle Conservation Project gathers data about the endangered Hawksbill species and its migration patterns across the Gulf.

Khaleej Times (UAE): Du invests in green solutions for mobile network (Wam)

Paving the way for a greener future, du today announced a framework agreement with German company P21 GmbH, a subsidiary of Heliocentris Energy Solutions AG, to help reduce carbon dioxide emissions from mobile network base stations in line with the telecom’s Corporate Social Responsibility initiatives.

‘As part of the turnkey contract, P21 will supply, install and commission smart energy management systems in selected mobile network base stations in 2011-2012, and will provide a five-year maintenance support. Smart energy management systems control the operation of mobile stations’ diesel generators. Field testing prior to the purchase showed that the P21 technology decreases the amount of diesel fuel consumption by up to 54%, with diesel generator runtimes being reduced by up to 74% - not only does this mean less operating costs for du, but it significantly cuts the emissions of carbon dioxide (CO2), thereby minimising environmental impact. 

“We place a high emphasis on operating in as eco-friendly a way as possible,” said Hatem Bamatraf, Senior Vice President, Network Development and Operations, du. “Our Corporate Social Responsibility is not only geared towards developing our nation and promoting our heritage in numerous ways, but in improving the environment by taking steps towards becoming more green across all aspects of our business operations. We chose to partner with P21 on this initiative because we believe it will allow us to significantly decrease our carbon footprint, thereby contributing to our overall environmental friendliness.” 

Dieter Klein, General Manager, Energy Management Services, P21 GmbH, commented; “P21’s energy management platform allows for a marked contribution towards innovative and sustainable energy supply. Not only do P21 solutions reduce energy and operating costs, but also make a major contribution to reducing carbon dioxide emissions. We are proud to have been chosen by du, to assist them in becoming even more environmentally friendly.” 

“du is an innovator in the UAE, not only with a rapidly-increasing market share but with increasingly environmentally-friendly operations, too,” concluded Ayad Abul-Ella, CEO, Heliocentris AG. “It is a company dedicated to further reducing its environmental impact, which is why P21 energy management systems were chosen for installation in the mobile network base stations. We are pleased to be assisting du in their efforts to become more green, and look forward to a long relationship.” 

Kuwait Times (Kuwait: Ford honors Kuwaiti divers for environmental work

The Kuwaiti Diving Team received, at a ceremony held in Dubai yesterday an award granted by the auto company Ford in appreciation for the divers' role in preserving the environment.

The deputy head of the team, Walid Al-Shatti, said that the divers were honored in appreciation for their relentless efforts for service of marine environment.

Attendees of the ceremony were briefed about the team works and accomplishments. Ford, since 2000, has granted such awards, worth some $2 million, to various authorities throughout the world. 

Kuwait Times (Kuwait): Too many polluters, but too little attention in Kuwait

Amid the increasing amount of abuses against the environment individuals and groups alike have been sounding the alarm and striving to draw attention to the many environmental violations in Kuwait, especially those inflicted on the marine environment. 'Green Line' is one such group, and its chairman, Khalid Al-Hajri, said yesterday that while the marine environment of the Arabian Gulf region as a whole has suffered significantly in recent years, Kuwaiti waters have suffered the most damage given their geographical location.

Violations include individuals or groups' discarding any type of waste or unwanted material on the beach, which, according to Al-Hajri, is due to the slack imposition of rules and laws by the authorities, "The Environment Public Authority is at fault here. It is failing to issue fines and impose penalties against offenders even though it has the legal authority to do so.  Another disaster affecting Kuwait's waters is the recent malfunction in the Meshref waste water management plant, which resulted in a spill of mass amounts of untreated sewage water into the sea. Al-Hajri added that all living organisms near the points of disposal of the refuse are now polluted.

Another activist, Faisal Al-Omani, said sewage water is the main cause of pollution in Kuwaiti waters. The situation is alarming, he said, as some cling to the now proven-false notion that the sea cleans and heals itself, "Big fish eat smaller fish and the pollutants are, by now, in all organisms' very cells, from human biological substances to industrial lubricants and chemicals.

As a more responsible approach, he stressed that sewage refuse could be treated to achieve a two goals at once; there would be less pollution of our waters if the refuse was treated, and the process would yield material which could be used as fertilizer. Worsening the already problematic situation in Kuwait, he said, is that some 300 oil tankers habitually discard lubricants and chemical-tainted water into the sea. The consequences of this, he added, are visible in the reduction of fish resources.

An example of the efforts exerted to quell some of the damage, he said, was placing blocks of cement in certain locations. He and his friends hope that the blocks will prove a suitable habitat for flora and fauna and that they will serve as the base for expanses of coral at some point in the near future.

Activist Khalid Al-Klaib is also pushing for change in Kuwait by promoting the campaign 'Kuwait the Oasis,' which is based on his idea that each family that goes camping will plant a number of seedlings and care for them until the end of the season after which, hopefully, they will be able to survive alone. He said that in 2005, he and a fellow friend planted seedlings haphazardly and noticed a positive end result, "Some 60 percent of the plants thrived, unharmed by the harsh weather. We chose to plant seedlings in the chalets area and saw positive results there too.

Kuwait Times (Kuwait): Diving team compiling marine flora database

Kuwait Diving Team is compiling a database of all information possible on marine flora found in Kuwaiti waters where the seabed is made of rock, head of the team Walid Al-Fadhil said yesterday. Al-Fadhil said the great support by the political leadership to team activities aimed at preserving te state's marine environment greatly enhances drive and motivation among members.

The team, he pointed out, is documenting locations where flora are found, their type, state, properties such as size and color, as well as other creatures with which they interact or upon which they are co-dependent. The members work to shed light on means to maintain the best conditions possible to enable flora to thrive, and to maintain the health of the Kuwaiti marine environment in general.

The members also cooperate with researchers in all state bodies and other institutions who are looking more deeply into any components of the Kuwaiti marine environment, and there is a need for much more research and attention to this field in Kuwait, he stressed. 
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UN News Centre: Land degradation and water shortages threaten global food production – UN
28 November 2011

Global food production is being undermined by land degradation and shortages of farmland and water resources, making feeding the world’s rising population – projected to reach nine billion by 2050 – a daunting challenge, the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) said in a report unveiled today.

The past five decades have witnessed a significant rise in food production, but in many places the better yields have been associated with agricultural practices that have degraded the land and water systems, according to FAO’s State of the World’s Land and Water Resources for Food and Agriculture (SOLAW) report.

Farming systems “face the risk of progressive breakdown of their productive capacity under a combination of excessive demographic pressure and unsustainable agriculture use and practices,” says the report.

Competition for land and water is increasing – including competition between urban and industrial users – as well as within the agricultural sector between livestock, staple crops, non-food crop, and biofuel production.

Climate change is expected to alter the patterns of temperature, precipitation and river flows upon which the world’s food production systems depend, according to the report, which also notes that the problem could be more acute in developing countries, where quality land, soil nutrients and water are least abundant.

“The SOLAW report highlights that the collective impact of these pressures and resulting agricultural transformations have put some production systems at risk of breakdown of their environmental integrity and productive capacity,” said Jacques Diouf, the FAO Director-General.

“These systems at risk may simply not be able to contribute as expected in meeting human demands by 2050. The consequences in terms of hunger and poverty are unacceptable. Remedial action needs to be taken now,” he added.

Between 1961 and 2009, the world’s cropland grew by 12 per cent, but agricultural production expanded 150 percent, thanks to a significant increase in yields of major crops, the report says.

One of the warning signs pointed out in the study is that rates of growth in agricultural production have been slowing in many areas and are currently only half of what they were at the height of the ‘Green Revolution’ – the period between the 1940s and the late 1970s when the world’s agricultural productivity rose dramatically.

Overall, the report paints a picture of a world experiencing an increasing imbalance between availability and demand for land and water resources at the local and national levels.

The report for the first time provides a global assessment of the state of the planet’s land resources.

A quarter of the land is highly degraded, while another eight per cent has moderate degradation, 36 per cent is classed as stable or slightly degraded and 10 per cent ranked as “improving.”

The rest of Earth’s land surface is either bare (around 18 per cent) or covered by inland water bodies (around two per cent).

Large parts of all the continents are experiencing land degradation, with particularly high incidence noted along the west coast of the Americas, across the Mediterranean region of Southern Europe and North Africa, the Sahel and the Horn of Africa, and throughout Asia.

The greatest threat is the loss of soil quality, followed by biodiversity loss and water resources depletion, the report notes.
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UN News Centre: UN climate change conference kicks off in Durban with call to action
28 November 2011

Thousands of representatives from governments, international organizations and civil society gathered today in Durban, South Africa for the start of the United Nations Climate Change Conference, which seeks to advance ways to cut global carbon emissions and pollution.

The stakes at the two-week long conference are high, as its outcome will determine the future of the Kyoto Protocol, the legally binding treaty to reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, whose first commitment period is due to expire in 2012.

UN Independent Expert on Human Rights and International Solidarity Virginia Dandan said in a statement issued today that the Durban conference represents a “make or break moment for humanity,” and warned that failure to act would greatly damage future environmental negotiations.

    The world is calling for genuine international solidarity and multilateralism, and for its leaders to take a leap of faith in unison, and as one.

“The world is calling for genuine international solidarity and multilateralism, and for its leaders to take a leap of faith in unison, and as one,” Ms. Dandan said. “There is great need for a radical mindset change in order to bring back to the negotiating table the time-honoured values of humanity that have been forgotten after decades of market and profit-driven orientation.”

Ms. Dandan stressed that decisive action and work in solidarity are needed to achieve concrete results, adding that negotiations must also take into account principles of human rights, equality and justice if they are to be successful.

“Greater cooperation and solidarity are required now more than ever before, to face the challenges posed by climate change such as the intensification and increasing frequency of natural disasters, as well as the continuing and widening poverty gap, and the series of food, energy, economic and financial global crises,” she said.

Ms. Dandan underscored that failure in Durban would have a negative impact on the multilateral system as a whole, but would be especially damaging for the UN Sustainable Development Conference (Rio+20) in Brazil in June next year.

“Failure in Durban would impact on the three pillars of the UN – namely, peace and security, development and human rights, and pin the world down to ground zero,” she said.

During her opening remarks to the conference, Executive Secretary of the UN Framework Conventions on Climate Change (UNFCCC) Christiana Figueres urged countries to seize the opportunity to finish the tasks set during last year’s negotiations in Cancún, Mexico, and ensure policies are translated into action.

“We meet here at a time when greenhouse gas concentrations in the atmosphere have never been higher, when the number of livelihoods that have been dissolved by climate change impacts has never been greater and when the need for action has never been more compelling or more achievable,” she said.

Ms. Figueres said countries can take two major steps in Durban to address climate change. The first is completing a comprehensive package to help developing countries adapt to climate change and limit the growth of their GHG emissions, and the second relates to how governments can work together to limit the global temperature rise and thus prevent further natural disasters.

“These negations are about securing a better future and improving the quality of life of people. The momentum for change is building, not least in developing countries. More can be achieved if governments and the private sector work in partnerships,” she said.

The Durban conference comes just after a UN conference on wildlife in Bergen, Norway, last week in which agreements to protect seven migratory species were reached. Species that were granted increased protection include the giant manta ray, the Argali sheep of the Central Asian highlands, the Bobolink grassland bird from South America, and the red-footed falcon.

During the Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals, organised by the UN Environmental Programme (UNEP), countries also agreed to strengthen their efforts to mitigate the most serious threats to migratory species, such as wind turbines, power lines, climate change, wildlife disease and illegal hunting.

In addition, governments adopted various resolutions to protect marine species from threats such as noise pollution and sonar from vessels especially in areas that are home to whales, dolphins and sea turtles.
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UN News Centre: This year will be world’s tenth warmest on record, UN report finds
29 November 2011

Temperatures this year are the tenth highest on record since 1850, and the highest ever in a year which experienced a La Niña event, a meteorological phenomenon which is supposed to have a cooling influence on Earth’s atmosphere, a United Nations agency reported today.

The findings are among the highlights of the provisional UN World Meteorological Organization (WMO) Statement on the Status of the Global Climate, which provides an annual snapshot of weather and climate events around the world.

The report was released today at the UN Climate Change Conference in Durban, South Africa, where thousands of representatives from governments, international organizations and civil society are meeting to advance ways to cut global carbon emissions and pollution.

    Despite La Niña, it was a very, very warm year to the point that it is the warmest decade on record.

“Despite La Niña, it was a very, very warm year to the point that it is the warmest decade on record,” said WMO Secretary-General Michel Jarraud during a press briefing in Geneva, adding that the extent of Arctic sea ice this year was the second lowest, and its volume the lowest on record.

According to the report, the 13 warmest years have all occurred after 1997, and the period between 2002 and 2011 is the warmest-ever decade, registering 0.46 degrees Celsius above the long-term average.

The report also warns of high levels of concentrations of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere, which are bringing average global temperatures closer to surpassing the recommended two degree Celsius target, which could trigger irreparable changes on the planet.

“Concentrations of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere have reached new highs. They are very rapidly approaching levels consistent with a rise of 2 to 2.4-degree Centigrade rise in average global temperatures which scientists believe could trigger far-reaching and irreversible changes in our Earth, biosphere and oceans,” Mr. Jarraud said.

According to WMO, 2011 was heavily influenced by a strong La Niña event which developed in the tropical Pacific at the end of last year and continued until May. Scientists have closely linked this event with the droughts in East Africa as well as in islands in the central equatorial Pacific and the southern part of the United States. It is also associated with the floods in Southern Africa, Southern Asia, eastern Australia and Central and South America.

In March, WMO will publish final updates and figures for 2011 in its annual statement on the status of the global climate.
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UN News Centre: UN backed-convention praises Project Predator initiative to protect wild tigers
29 November 2011

The head of the United Nations-backed convention on endangered species praised today a new global initiative launched by the World Bank and the international police organization Interpol to protect the world’s last surviving wild tigers.

“We are heartened by this initiative which has our full support,” said John E. Scanlon, Secretary –General of the Convention on International trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES).

“The work of Interpol and the World Bank, and the collective efforts of the International Consortium to Combat Wildlife Crime, is critical to the effective implementation of CITES measures for the protection of tigers.”

The initiative, Project Predator, will provide training to law enforcement agencies to combat illegal trade and other tiger-related crimes, and strengthen their ability to work with wildlife officials by using advanced methods of investigation.

Poached for their skins for decorative purposes, or for their body parts for medicinal uses, tigers still suffer significantly from illegal trade. A majority of tigers are now restricted to small pockets of habitat, while several geographical populations are on the brink of extinction. According to CITES, less than 3,200 tigers remain in the wild, compared to 100,000 in the early 1900s.

The partnership under the Global Tiger Initiative will bring together 13 so-called “tiger range” countries as well as the United States Agency for International Development (USAID) and the United Kingdom’s Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra).

In a news release, CITES said Project Predator will be further complemented through a seminar on tiger crime organized by the International Consortium to Combat Wildlife Crime to be held in Bangkok in February.
Back to Menu
=============================================================
ENVIRONMENT NEWS FROM THE

S.G’s SPOKESMAN DAILY PRESS BRIEFING

29 November 2011
UN News Centre: U.N. agency highlights need for global food system to decrease reliance on fossil fuels
· The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) says that the global food system needs to reduce its dependence on fossil fuels to succeed in feeding a growing world population.

· The challenge is to decouple food prices from fluctuating and rising fossil fuel prices, it notes.
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UN News Centre: Ban Ki-moon To Take Part In Durban Climate Change Summit
· Asked about whether the Secretary-General will attend the United Nations Climate Change Conference under way in Durban, South Africa, the Deputy Spokesperson said that he will participate in the talks next week.
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General Environment News





U.S.


Reuters:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.planetark.org/enviro-news/item/64040" ��Chevron to Brief U.S. Officials on Brazil Oil Spill�


EE News:  � HYPERLINK "http://eenews.net/EEDaily/2011/11/29/1" ��Supercommittee failure portends yearlong limbo for energy, environment programs�


NY Times: On Our Radar:  � HYPERLINK "http://green.blogs.nytimes.com/2011/11/29/on-our-radar-wind-power-on-tribal-lands/?ref=earth" ��Wind Power on Tribal Lands�


Washington Post:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/world-on-track-for-nearly-11-degree-temperature-rise-energy-expert-says/2011/11/28/gIQAi0lM6N_story.html" ��World on track for nearly 11-degree temperature rise, energy expert says�


EE News:  � HYPERLINK "http://eenews.net/eenewspm/2011/11/28/4" ��EPA releases ‘hundreds’ of confidential studies�


SF Chronicle: � HYPERLINK "http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2011/11/27/BAMF1LVJJI.DTL" ��Algae blooms’ sudden spread stumps scientists�


EE News:  � HYPERLINK "http://eenews.net/Greenwire/2011/11/29/1" ��Offshore drilling: “We stood firm, and we stood tall,’ outgoing reg chief declares� 


EE News: � HYPERLINK "http://eenews.net/Greenwire/2011/11/29/3" ��EPA finalizes amendments to GHG rule, grants six-month extension�


The Christian Science Monitor: � HYPERLINK "http://www.csmonitor.com/Environment/2011/1128/The-climate-news-is-bad-but-prospects-for-climate-talks-may-be-worse" ��The climate news is bad, but prospects for climate talks may be worse�








Canada


Reuters:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.planetark.org/enviro-news/item/64039" ��Canada Won’t Confirm It’s Pulling Out of Kyoto�


Vancouver Sun:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.vancouversun.com/technology/economic+excuse+revamping+climate+targets+expert/5776870/story.html" ��No economic excuse for not revamping climate targets: expert�


Globe and Mail:  � HYPERLINK "http://business.financialpost.com/2011/11/28/renewable-power-trumps-fossils-for-first-time-as-un-stalls/" ��Canada adds its objections to $100-billion climate fund�


CBC News:  �HYPERLINK "http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/edmonton/story/2011/11/28/edmonton-fracking-province-public-relations.html"��Alberta collaborated with industry on fracking PR strategy�


National Post:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.nationalpost.com/opinion/columnists/moral+climate/5781527/story.html" ��The Moral Climate�


National Post:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.nationalpost.com/opinion/Kyoto+dead/5781419/story.html" ��Say it: Kyoto is dead�
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EE News:  � HYPERLINK "http://eenews.net/climatewire/2011/11/29/6" ��UNEP Study Suggests a Cheaper Way to Curb Short-term Global Warming�


Huffington Post:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/11/29/global-warming-2011-hottest-year_n_1118087.html?ref=green" ��Global Warming: 2011 Tied for the 10th Hottest Year on Record�


Business Day: � HYPERLINK "http://www.businessday.co.za/articles/Content.aspx?id=159907" ��COP-17: UN environment body hits out at rich countries�


Pollution Online:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.pollutiononline.com/article.mvc/UNEP-Says-Renewables-Key-To-Getting-Emissions-0001" ��UNEP Says Renewables Key to Getting Emissions on Safe Track�


Montreal Gazette:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.montrealgazette.com/technology/Pope+Tutu+urge+climate+change+deal/5777062/story.html" ��Pope, Tutu urge climate-change deal�


Financial Post:  � HYPERLINK "http://business.financialpost.com/2011/11/28/renewable-power-trumps-fossils-for-first-time-as-un-stalls/" ��Renewable power trumps fossils for first time as UN stalls�


San Francisco Chronicle:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2011/11/29/MNGK1M51CB.DTL" ��Degraded land threatens food suppy, U.N. finds�
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