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Other Environment News
· BBC (UK): First report on UK climate impact
· Guardian (UK): Flooding rated as worst climate change threat facing UK
· Guardian (UK): State of the Union 2012: Barack Obama's environment agenda in review
· Daily Star (Lebanon): Environment problems cost Lebanon $800 mln a year
· Angola Press (Angola): Environment Day celebrations programme opens
· Times of India (India): Hike taxes on diesel cars: Greens
· Montreal Gazette (Canada): Mont St. Bruno project will destroy forest: group
· Namibian (Namibia): Value of rhino horn could save the species
· Mongabay.com: Logging of primary rainforests not ecologically sustainable, argue scientists
· UN News Centre: UN launches online database to help businesses adapt to climate change
· UN News Centre: Talks open on draft outcome document for UN sustainable development conference
Environmental News from the UNEP Regions
· ROA
· ROAP
· ROLAC
· RONA 

· ROWA
Other UN News
· Environment News from the UN Daily News of 27 January 2012
· Environment News from the S.G.’s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of 26 January 2012 (None)
UNEP and the Executive Director in the News
UPI: UNEP urges green initiatives for islands
26 January 2012

Green investments in marine and coastal resources can provide a boost to countries that depend on the maritime sector, the United Nations said.

"Oceans are a key pillar for many countries in their development and fight to tackle poverty but the wide range of ecosystem services, including food security and climate regulation, provided by marine and coastal environments are today under unprecedented pressure," Achim Steiner, director of the U.N. Environment Program, said in a statement.

A 24-page report by UNEP highlights economic areas in the marine sector that could realize economic gain through environmentally friendly investments.

The report examined everything from marine-based renewable energy to deep-sea minerals and coastal tourism. UNEP said these investments provided a substantial economic opportunity for developing island nations in the Asia-Pacific and Caribbean regions.

"Stepping up green investments in marine and coastal resources and enhancing international cooperation in managing these trans-boundary ecosystems are essential if a transition to low-carbon, resource-efficient green economy is to be realized," Steiner said

Back to Menu
_________________________________________________________________

Vancouver Sun (Canada): Allowing fish stocks to recover would boost industry by billions a year, UN says

26 January 2012

The worldwide fishing industry could benefit from an annual $50-billion boost if stocks were allowed time to recover, the UN said Wednesday.

Already 32 per cent of the world's fish stocks have been depleted by years of overfishing and poor coastal management, according to a UN Environment Program report released in the Philippine capital Manila.

"The potential economic gain from reducing fishing capacity to an optimal and restoring fish stocks is in the order of $50 billion per annum," a summary of the UN report said, with-out giving details on how the figure was reached.

The report said overfishing, pollution from land-based farming and industry, and the destruction of habitat, including coral reefs and man-groves, are all having an effect on fish stocks. This is directly affecting the 540 million people around the world who are dependent on the fishing industry, experts said.

Cutting pollution would help fish stocks and fishers' catches to rebound, said Amina Mohammed, deputy executive director of the UN program.

"Many ocean industries and businesses stand to benefit directly from cleaner, more ecologically robust marine ecosystems," she said.

While overfishing reduces fish stocks, pollution from the overuse of fertilizer in farming is also a major problem, she said. The fertilizer washes into the sea, resulting in run-away growth of algae, which sucks up the oxygen in the waters and causes fish to "drown."
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Practical Action: Supermodel and UN Goodwill Ambassador, Gisele Bundchen experiences energy poverty in Kenya
23 January 2012

To mark the launch of the UN’s Year of Sustainable Energy for All, global supermodel and UN Goodwill Ambassador Gisele Bundchen, experienced the reality of energy poverty in a recent visit to Kenya.

In association with international development charity Practical Action and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), the recently accredited ‘world’s greenest celebrity’ visited energy access projects in the country to get a direct insight into the lives of people living with and without energy.

During her stay Gisele took part in a dawn firewood collection with communities in Kisumu, Western Kenya, who still cook on traditional fires that fill homes with toxic smoke, learnt about the use of bio-gas (turning human waste into power) in East Africa’s biggest slum, Kibera, and witnessed how people are transforming their lives through the use of small-scale hydro systems– built and managed by local people.

According to the UN;

    One in every 5 people on earth lives without access to electricity and the opportunities it provides for learning and earning a living.

    Twice as many – nearly 3 billion people – use wood, charcoal or animal waste to cook their meals and heat their homes, exposing themselves and their families to smoke and fumes which damage their health and kill close to 2 million people each year.

    Sub Saharan Africa is the region most acutely affected by energy poverty in Kenya just 18 per cent of homes have power. 

With the launch of the UN Year of Sustainable Energy for All and the Rio +20 Earth Summit on the horizon, decision-makers are beginning to recognise energy access as essential for development. This trip was designed to raise the profile of the issue and help highlight the importance of energy access for development across the globe.

Practical Action works closely with communities providing them with the skills, tools and confidence to challenge their poverty. For many the dream of being able to access energy is a distant reality but by ensuring that development is owned by the community and is sustainable, provides people with the opportunity to work themselves out of poverty.   For example, small-scale hydro schemes can provide a free, clean, source of power all year round and metal cooking hoods which are cost effective and efficient are proven to significantly reduce indoor smoke levels.

However, the lack of energy access across the globe has been cited by the UN as one of the greatest barriers to achieving the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). Based on current trends, by 2030, the same number of women, men and children will be living without modern energy as today.

To tackle this injustice, the UN-led Sustainable Energy for All initiative is promoting three energy goals for 2030: achieving universal access to modern energy services, doubling the historic rate of improvement for energy efficiency, and doubling the share of renewable energy in the energy mix.

Margaret Gardner, Director at Practical Action commented, “The international community recognises a number of basic rights: the right to water, the right to food, the right to health, the right to adequate housing, the right to earn a living and the right to take part in cultural life. Missing from this list is the right to energy. Yet, everyone needs energy to cook food, to heat the home, to earn a living, to benefit from good health and education services. Energy poverty denies people a basic standard of living, which should be available to all.

“As a UNEP Ambassador, Gisele recognises that no issue is more relevant to the future of the global economy, the prosperity and well-being of the world’s poorest people, and the preservation of our planet, than sustainable energy. Her passion, credibility and commitment to energy access will draw significant attention to this pressing development issue and help to ensure that in two decades time, every women, man and child has access to the power to challenge work their way out of poverty.”
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Khaleej Times (UAE): Protecting the seas is good business: UN
26 January 2012

Manila - The worldwide fishing industry could benefit from a $50 billion boost annually if stocks were allowed time to recover, the UN said.

Already 32 percent of the world’s fish stocks have been depleted by years of overfishing and poor coastal management, according to a UN Environment Programme report released in the Philippine capital Manila.

“The potential economic gain from reducing fishing capacity to an optimal and restoring fish stocks is in the order of $50 billion per annum,” a summary of the UN report said, without giving details on how the figure was reached.

The report said overfishing, pollution from land-based farming and industry, and the destruction of habitat, including coral reefs and mangroves, were all having an effect on fish stocks.

This was directly affecting the 540 million people around the world who are dependent on the fishing industry, experts at the launch of the “Green Economy in a Blue World” report said.

Cutting pollution would help fish stocks and fishermen’s catches to rebound, Amina Mohammed, deputy executive director of the UN programme, said.

“Many ocean industries and businesses stand to benefit directly from cleaner, more ecologically robust marine ecosystems,” she said.

While overfishing reduces fish stocks, pollution from the overuse of fertiliser in farming is also a major problem, she said.

The fertiliser washes into the sea, resulting in runaway growth of algae which sucks up all the oxygen in the waters and causes fish to “drown”.

Experts have said there are over 500 oxygen-deprived “dead zones” in waters around the world created in such a way.

Europe could save at least $100 million annually just through improvements in fertiliser use to stop it affecting the oceans, said Linwood Pendleton, an oceans and coast expert from the US’s Duke University.

Marine specialist Raphael Lotilla said that as much as 49 percent of all fertiliser used in Philippine farms ended up being washed into the sea.

“Let’s work with farmers to figure out what is the right amount of fertiliser so everyone wins,” Mohammed said.

The UN report also said marine-based renewable energy sources like wind, wave and tidal power, have huge potential but are not yet cost competitive.

It called for “long-term policies and targeted financial support from governments” such as grants, subsidies and tax credits, to improve the technology and bring costs down.

It also called for more measures to curb destruction of coral reefs, mangroves, seagrass beds and other marine habitats, as well as measures to prevent the spread of “invasive species” carried by ships’ hulls.

Such species cause an estimated $100 billion in losses each year, the report said, without giving further details.
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Fana News: Minister of Water Resources meets Director of the United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP) Sudan

26 January 2012

Minister of Water Resources, Professor Saif Alddin Hamad Abdullah , reviewed with the Director of the UNEP Global Programme Coordinator in Sudan the steps of the programme for drinking water, sanitation and water resources which is supervised by the Development Fund at the United Nations in Sudan.

The Minister explained the structural adjustments under which the Ministry of Water Resources is established and included the General Authority for water public administrations at the ministry.

The meeting also tackled the coordination between the program of drinking water, sanitation and water resources and methods for applying integrated management of water resources in Darfur regions and the role of the ministry in supporting the implemention of the program and benefit from the grants presented by the international organizations in this regard.

On the other hand he met with the Chairman and Managing Director of Oamrab Iranian Engineering company , with the presence of the Minister of Physical Planning at Nahr alneel state , Hassan Fadl Almola where the meeting discussed the developments of the Iranian loan allocated for the establishment of six water stations in Diwaim, Shendi , Abu Hamad , Sennar , Medani, Ummagad, North of Aljezira and he got acquainted to the proceeding of work in the water plants in Atbara and Damer, which is expected to be completed in mid-April.

The Minister has promised to continue the follow up of this matter with the authorities to fulfill the obligations required by the end of the period specified by the Bank of Iran in the tenth of next February.
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Associated Press: Rising wealth of Asians straining world fish stock
25 January 2012

Rising wealth in Asia and fishing subsidies are among factors driving overexploitation of the world's fish resources, while fish habitat is being destroyed by pollution and climate change, U.N. marine experts said Tuesday.

Up to 32 percent of the world's fish stocks are overexploited, depleted or recovering, they warned. Up to half of the world's mangrove forests and a fifth of coral reefs that are fish spawning grounds have been destroyed.

The U.N. Environment Programme says less-destructive ways of fishing that use more labor and less energy are needed to help restore the health of the world's oceans and coasts.

The agency is leading a five-day conference in Manila of experts and officials from 70 governments.

Jacqueline Alder, head of UNEP's marine, coastal and freshwater office, said the increasing ranks of rich Asians are driving demand for better quality fish that are often not abundant, adding pressure to their supply.

"People don't want to eat the little anchovies anymore when they can eat a nice snapper or grouper — much nicer fish, shows much more of your wealth," she told reporters.

Alder said booming population, more awareness of health benefits from eating fish, fuel and boat-building subsidies in industrial fisheries, weak management and limited understanding of ecosystems' values are also driving fish overexploitation.

She said subidies should be reduced or eliminated, fishing gears should be less destructive, and the number of boats and fishers reduced. Habitat management should also be strengthened and marine protected areas established.

Fish is the main source of protein for up to 20 percent of the of world's population and some 180 million people are directly or indirectly employed by the fishing industry, she added.

Vincent Sweeney, UNEP's coordinator for the Global Program of Action to prevent marine environment degradation from land-based pollutants, said up to 90 percent of sewage in developing countries is discharged untreated into rivers, lakes and oceans, posing one of the most serious threats to water resources.

Other pollutants from land including nitrogen and phosphorous from fertilizers and detergents result in hypoxia or "dead zones" where too many nutrients cause an undesirable growth of plants that compete with coral reef and other marine life for oxygen.

Jerker Tamelander, head of UNEP's coral reef unit, said healthy coral reefs can produce up to 35 tons of fish per square kilometer each year while there is a catch reduction of 67 tons for every square kilometer of clear-cut mangrove forest.

The global market value of marine and coastal resources and industries is estimated at $3 trillion per year or about 5 percent of the global economy, he said. Non-market value such as climate, water, nutrients and carbon regulation is estimated at $22 trillion a year.

"We've lost a fifth of the world's coral reefs and 60 percent are under direct and immediate threat and climate change plays an additional role in driving reef loss," he said.

Tamelander said the decline in coastal ecosystems' health and productivity can be reversed by shifting to greener and more sustainable strategies, addressing threats and better management that involves all stakeholders.

"The sooner we act, the easier it will be and the longer we wait the harder it will be," he warned.
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Eco Business: Green Economy in a Blue World
25 January 2012

Healthy seas and coasts would pay healthy dividends in a green economy, according to a report released by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and partners that highlights the huge potential for economic growth and poverty eradication from well-managed marine sectors.

The report, Green Economy in a Blue World, argues that the ecological health and economic productivity of marine and coastal ecosystems, which are currently in decline around the globe, can be boosted by shifting to a more sustainable economic approach that taps their natural potential – from generating renewable energy and promoting eco-tourism, to sustainable fisheries and transport.

The report was produced by UNEP in collaboration with the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), International Maritime Organization (IMO), United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UN-DESA), International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), WorldFish Center and GRID-Arendal.

It highlights how the sustainable management of fertilizers would help reduce the cost of marine pollution caused by nitrogen and other nutrients used in agriculture, which is estimated at US$100 billion (EUR 80 billion) per year in the European Union alone.

With five months to go before world governments meet at the UN Conference on Sustainable Development (Rio+20) in Brazil, Green Economy in a Blue World presents a case to stimulate countries to unlock the vast potential of the marine-based economy in a paradigm shift that would significantly reduce degradation to our oceans, while alleviating poverty and improving livelihoods.

The synthesis report also examines how Small Island Developing States (SIDS), such as those in the Asia-Pacific and Caribbean regions, can take advantage of green economy opportunities to reduce their vulnerability to climate change and promote sustainable growth.

With as much as 40 per cent of the global population living within 100 kilometres of the coast, the world’s marine ecosystems (termed the ‘Blue World’ in the report) provide essential food, shelter and livelihoods to millions of people. But human impacts are increasingly taking their toll the health and productivity of the world’s oceans.

Green Economy in a Blue World lays out a series of recommendations across six marine-based economic sectors.

Fisheries and aquaculture

Approximately 30 per cent of the world’s fish stocks are overexploited, depleted, or recovering from depletion and 50 per cent are fully exploited.

According to FAO and World Bank estimates, the world economy can gain up to USD 50 billion annually by restoring fish stocks and reducing fishing capacity to an optimal level.

    Aquaculture, the fastest growing food production sector, is creating new jobs and trade opportunities. But when poorly planned, it can increase pressure on the already suffering marine and coastal ecosystems.

    Adoption of green technologies and investments to lower fossil fuel use could dramatically reduce the carbon footprint of the sector while enhancing its contribution to economic growth, food and nutrition security and poverty reduction. Green technologies include low-impact fuel-efficient fishing methods and innovative aquaculture production systems using environmentally friendly feeds.

    Small-scale producers and traders in developing countries make up the majority of the 530 million fishery-dependent people in the world.  Strengthening regional and national fisheries agencies, as well as community and trade fishing associations andcooperatives, will be critical to the sustainable and equitable use of marine resources.

Marine transport

International shipping transports around 90 per cent of world commerce and is the safest, most secure, most efficient and most environmentally sound means of bulk transportation. The sector already benefits from a global regulatory framework and agreements such as the MARPOL Convention, which regulate emissions of air pollutants and energy efficiency measures.

Further greening of the sector could be achieved, argues the report, by supporting countries to implement and enforce standards, switching ships to environmentally sound fuel sources and preventing the transfer of invasive aquatic species transported via ships’ ballast water or hulls (the effects of which are estimated to cost US$100 billion a year), and addressing the technical, operational and environmental aspects of the increasing size of ships.

Marine-based renewable energy

Marine-based renewable energy (wind, wave and tidal) potential is high, yet in 2008 these energy technologies represented just one per cent of all renewable energy production.

Installed capacity is unlikely to become significant until after 2020, because, with the exception of offshore wind energy, most marine-based renewable energy technologies are in the conceptual or demonstration phase. Technical costs also remain a barrier.

Marine-based renewable energy also carries significant potential for green job creation.  The type and scale of opportunity will vary according to national context and energy source.

To harness the potential of marine-based renewable energy to drive a green economy, the report recommends:

    Consistent long-term policies, with specific targets for marine-based renewable energy, and targeted financial support from governments to overcome technical barriers. Incentives such as grants, subsidies and tax credits are required to encourage private investment to move from small prototypes to pilot plants.

    Governments need to proactively guide developments to reduce potential for social environmental and legal conflicts and promote synergies with other marine users.

Ocean nutrient pollution

Fertilizers such as nitrogen and phosphorous are essential to global food security and have played a key role in increasing crop yields.  But inefficient use of nutrients is contributing to the degradation of marine ecosystems and groundwater, including the formation of oxygen-poor ‘dead’ zones.

The amount of nitrogen reaching oceans and coasts has increased three-fold from pre-industrial levels – primarily due to agricultural run-off and untreated sewage. This could expand by up to 2.7 times by 2050 under a ‘business as usual’ scenario.

The report says nutrient pollution and can be reduced – and innovation, public-private partnerships and job creation enhanced – through:

    A ‘cyclical approach’ including substantial recovery and recycling of waste nutrients

    Policy instruments that include stricter regulation of nutrient removal from wastewater, mandatory nutrient management plans in agriculture and enhanced regulation of manure.

    Subsidies that encourage nutrient recycling

Coastal tourism

The tourism economy represents 5 percent of global GDP and contributes 6 to 7 per cent of total employment. Estimates are that more than one-third of travellers favour environmentally friendly tourism.

There is considerable potential for creating more green jobs in the tourism sector, given that one job in the core industry is shown to create one and a half jobs in tourism-related sectors. Sourcing local products (from sustainable farming and fishing) and safeguarding local culture are examples of where green investments could be targeted.

Key steps outlined in the report include:

    Improving waste management to save money, create jobs and improve the appearance of tourism destinations

    Mobilising multi-sector partnerships and financing strategies to spread the costs and risks of green investments and support small and medium size enterprises (which represent the majority of tourism businesses).

    Investment in energy efficiency, which can generate significant returns within short payback periods

    Cross-sectoral consultation (between governments, communities and businesses) and integrated coastal zone management to help ensure sound development strategies in tourist areas that meet the needs of diverse stakeholders

Deep-sea minerals

Deep-sea minerals are a possible new revenue stream that could support national development goals.  However, the deep-sea environment is one of the least understood regions of the planet and there is still only a rudimentary understanding of the ecosystems services that these environments support. Management of these resources must be informed by sound science and best environmental practices applied.

    All stakeholders need to be considered when managing deep-sea mining activities in the context of sustainable use of oceans. Management practices should be holistic, based on an integrated overview of all present and future human uses and ecosystems services.
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RTCC (UK): UNEP: Clean up of the world’s oceans could boost economy
25 January 2012

Healthy seas and coasts would help to boost the economy, according to a new report from the United Nations Environment Programme.

The report ‘Green Economy in a Blue World’ – produced with several other organisations – highlights the huge potential of the marine sector not only to help boost economic growth, but alleviate poverty and lower pollution.

Released five months before the Rio +20 conference on sustainable development, the report warns that the world’s transition to a low-carbon, Green Economy would not be possible unless the seas and oceans play a key part in the transformation.

“Oceans are a key pillar for many countries in their development and fight to tackle poverty,” said UNEP Executive Director Achim Steiner. “But the wide range of ecosystem services, including food security and climate regulation, provided by the marine and coastal environments are today under unprecedented pressure.”

The Blue World

With a much as 40% of the population living within 100km of the coast the ‘Blue World’ (as termed in the report) provides essential food, shelter and livelihoods to millions of people.

But human impacts are taking their toll on the oceans.

Around 60% of tropical coral reefs are under immediate threat, 20% of mangroves (trees and shrubs grown in saline coastal habitats) have been destroyed and 50% of the world’s fish stocks have been fully exploited with another 30% either over-exploited, depleted or recovering from depletion.

“Stepping up green investment in marine and coastal resources and enhancing international cooperation in managing these trans-boundary ecosystems are essential if a transition to a low-carbon, resource efficient Green Economy is to be realised,” said Steiner.

“In the run-up to Rio+20, this report shows that a shift to a Green Economy can, if comprehensively implemented, unlock the potential of marine ecosystems to fuel economic growth – particularly in small island states – but in ways that ensure that future generations derive an equitable share of marine resources and services.”
Cleaning up the oceans

Coral oceans UNEP NOAA

A marine biologist repairs damaged coral in Florida (Source: Flickr/NOAA/National Ocean Service)

The report, launched at the Global Conference of Land/Ocean Connections in the Philippines, lays out recommendations across six-marine based economic sectors.

Estimates from the Food and Agriculture Organisation and the World Bank suggest that by restoring fish stocks and reducing fishing capacity the world economy could gain $50 billion annually.

Adoption of fuel-efficient fishing methods and aquaculture using environmentally-friendly feeds would lower the industry’s carbon footprint, according to the report.

It also argues that the shipping industry could do more. Currently responsible for 3-5% of global emissions – set to increase substantially during the century – by supporting standards, switching to environmentally sound fuels and addressing technical, environment and operational aspects of increasing ships size, the industry could reduce its impact.

Oceanic energy

Accounting for just 1% of renewable energy in 2008, the report argues that marine-based renewable energy (wind, wave and tidal) has huge potential. Greater financial incentives are called for to encourage private sector investment, develop more plants and drive costs down.

The amount of nitrogen reaching oceans has increased three-fold compared to pre-industrial levels, mainly due to agricultural run-off and untreated sewage, and could rise by 2.7 times by 2050 under business as usual, according to the report.

It says these this can be reduced with subsidies encouraging nutrient recycling, and stricter regulations.

If managed well, the report states that deep-sea mining for minerals could be a possible new revenue stream to boost the world’s economy. However, it warns that the deep sea is a largely unknown environment and mining must take place based on sound science and environmental best practice.

While tourism represents 5% of global GDP and 6-7% of total employment, research shows that more than a third of travellers favour environmentally friendly tourism.

UNEP believes there is considerable potential for creating more green jobs in the tourism sector.

The report was a joint project by UNEP, the United Nations Development Programme, the Food and Agriculture Organisation, the International Maritime Organisation, the United Nations Departments of Economic and Social Affairs, the International Union for Conservation of Nature, World Fish Center ad GRID-Arendal.
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M&G: UN stresses need for green investments to protect world's oceans
25 January 2012

Investments in sustainable and green initiatives are needed to ensure the health and productivity of the world's oceans, which are strained by overexploitation, pollution and climate change, according to a UN report released on Wednesday.

The report, Green Economy in a Blue World, warned that the ecological health and economic productivity of marine and coastal ecosystems are currently in decline around the globe, threatening food security and development.

It called for governments and stakeholders to shift 'to a more sustainable economic approach that taps their natural potential - from generating renewable energy and promoting eco-tourism, to sustainable fisheries and transport.'

Green Economy was released in Manila during a meeting of experts and officials from 70 countries in the run-up to the UN Conference on Sustainable Development in Brazil in June.

It said that approximately 30 per cent of the world's fish stocks are overexploited, depleted or recovering from depletion, while 50 per cent are fully exploited.

About 20 per cent of mangroves have also been destroyed and more than 60 per cent of tropical reefs are under threat.

With as much as 40 per cent of the global population living within 100 kilometres of the coast, the world's marine ecosystems provide essential food, shelter and livelihoods to millions of people, the report added.

'Oceans are a key pillar for many countries in their development and fight to tackle poverty, but the wide range of ecosystem services, including food security and climate regulation, provided by marine and coastal environments are today under unprecedented pressure,' said Achim Steiner, executive director of the United Nations Environment Programme.

'Stepping up green investments in marine and coastal resources and enhancing international cooperation in managing these trans-boundary ecosystems are essential if a transition to a low-carbon, resource-efficient green economy is to be realized,' he added.

The report recommended using low-impact fuel-efficient fishing methods, adopting innovative aquaculture production systems and harnessing community fishing associations to improve sustainable use of marine resources.

The world economy could gain up to 50 billion dollars annually if such efforts were implemented to restore fish stocks and reduce fishing capacity, according to previous estimates by the Food and Agriculture Organization and the World Bank.

The report also called on the marine transport sector to switch ships to environmentally sound fuel sources and governments to provide financial support and incentives to encourage renewable energy projects.

The tourism industry also should invest in sustainable practices such as sourcing local products and improving waste management to attract more visitors, with the report noting that more than one-third of the world's travellers favour environmentally friendly tourism.
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Bangkok Post (Thailand): Painting for a greener future
26 January 2012
To raise awareness of environmental issues, The Mall Group has joined forces with the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) to organises the Tunza International Children's Painting Competition on the Environment. Youngsters between the ages of 6 and 14 are invited to submit art created under the theme, "green communities"
The deadline is February 15 and entries will be accepted at Siam Paragon, Emporium and all branches of The Mall.

The winners of the global and regional contests will get the chance to participate in UNEP's Tunza International Children's Conference and to win scholarships worth 1.5 million baht in total.

The Mall group is the main supplier of prizes this year for winners of the Thailand round of the contest.

Artwork must clearly show a practical example of a community living in harmony with its environment. The results of the contest will be released on April 22, while those of the national and global contests will be announced on World Environment Day, June 15.
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Business World (Philippines): Agency obtains $2-million grant to clean up Manila Bay
25 January 2012

“We have received a $2-million grant from the GEF for cleaning Manila Bay,” Environment Secretary Ramon Jesus P. Paje said on the sidelines of the launch of a United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) report at the Edsa Shangri-la Hotel.

He was referring to the Global Environment Facility, a partnership of multilateral agencies.

Mr. Paje said the grant will fund studies on the sources of pollutants as well as the volume of materials dumped into the bay.

The government is committed to clean the heavily polluted bay so that it may become a source of potable water in the future, he said.

The Supreme Court in 2008 ruled that agencies such as the DENR, Metropolitan Manila Development Authority, the departments of Interior and Local Government, Education, Health, Agriculture, Public Works and Highways and Budget and Management, Philippine Coast Guard and Philippine National Police-Maritime Group must rehabilitate the bay, he said.

The issue stemmed from the case filed by the Concerned Residents of Manila Bay before the Cavite Regional Trial Court in 1999. The group noted the government’s continued neglect in cleaning up the bay, famous for its sunset view.

In 2002, the trial court ordered the agencies to come up with a comprehensive plan to restore Manila Bay to class B level, or that it should again be fit for swimming, skin-diving and other recreation.

Mr. Paje said that while the DENR has been tasked to rehabilitate the bay, every individual shares the responsibility to take part in the clean-up.

“The battle is not on the bay but on land due to land-based activities,” he said.

Speaking at the launch of the report titled “Green Economy in a Blue World,” Linwood Pendleton, one of the contributors to the report, and Director of Ocean and Coastal Policy at the Nicholas Institute for Environmental Policy Solutions, said that with an estimated 540 million people in the world depending on water systems for their livelihood, it is necessary for businesses as well as governments to come up with activities for the sustainable and equitable use of marine resources.

“We need to have collaborative activities for better management of marine resources,” he said.

The report noted that as healthy oceans are invaluable to human development, businesses and governments must provide funds for greening oceans, and increase awareness for the maintenance of ecosystem services.
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Gulf News (UAE): Paper bags that changed an Abu Dhabi neighbourhood
26 January 2012

When he first went to distribute paper bags made of Gulf News pages to grocers in his locality early in 2010, Abdul Mugeeth was a little bit hesitant whether they would understand its importance.

But when grocers and customers saw him accompanied by Gulf News photographer, they realised he was doing something very important and started asking questions about paper bags, Abdul Mugeeth, an Indian, told Gulf News on Wednesday, recollecting his anti-plastic campaign.

He and his mother Andaleep Mannan said the support from Gulf News to his campaign began with the presence of its photographer in the outset and subsequent news reports.

Abdul Mugeeth was one of the 10 recipients of Abu Dhabi Awards, for their contributions to conserve environment. The awards were presented by General Shaikh Mohammad Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Commander of the UAE Armed Forces.
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GMA News (Philippines): Greening the economy is good for business, UN environment agency says
25 January 2012

The worldwide fishing industry could benefit from a $50 billion boost annually if stocks were allowed time to recover, the UN said Wednesday.

Already 32 percent of the world's fish stocks have been depleted by years of overfishing and poor coastal management, according to a UN Environment Programme report released in Pasig City.

"The potential economic gain from reducing fishing capacity to an optimal and restoring fish stocks is in the order of $50 billion per annum," a summary of the UN report said.

The report said overfishing, pollution from land-based farming and industry, and the destruction of habitat, including coral reefs and mangroves, were all having an effect on fish stocks.

This was directly affecting the 540 million people around the world who are dependent on the fishing industry, experts at the launch of the "Green Economy in a Blue World" report said.

Cutting pollution would help fish stocks and fishermen's catches to rebound, Amina Mohammed, deputy executive director of the UNEP, said.

"Many ocean industries and businesses stand to benefit directly from cleaner, more ecologically robust marine ecosystems," she said.

While overfishing reduces fish stocks, pollution from the overuse of fertilizer in farming is also a major problem, she said.

The fertilizer washes into the sea, resulting in runaway growth of algae which sucks up all the oxygen in the waters and causes fish to "drown".

Experts have said there are over 500 oxygen-deprived "dead zones" in waters around the world created in such a way.

Europe could save at least $100 million annually just through improvements in fertilizer use to stop it affecting the oceans, said Linwood Pendleton, an oceans and coast expert from the United States' Duke University.

Marine specialist Raphael Lotilla said that as much as 49 percent of all fertilizer used in Philippine farms ended up being washed into the sea.

"Let's work with farmers to figure out what is the right amount of fertilizer so everyone wins," Mohammed said.

The UN report also said marine-based renewable energy sources like wind, wave and tidal power, have huge potential but are not yet cost competitive.

It called for "long-term policies and targeted financial support from governments" such as grants, subsidies and tax credits, to improve the technology and bring costs down.

It also called for more measures to curb destruction of coral reefs, mangroves, seagrass beds and other marine habitats, as well as measures to prevent the spread of "invasive species" carried by ships' hulls.

Such species cause an estimated $100 billion in losses each year, the report said.
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Ecologist: Green home appliances: a buyer’s guide
24 January 2012

Thinking of trading in your old fridge? We’ve got the lowdown on how to get hold of electricals that are genuinely green

Every year, eight million washing machines, cookers and fridges are replaced in the UK. On top of that, the UN Environment Programme [UNEP] estimates that up to 50 million tonnes of electrical waste is generated worldwide each year. It’s not all bad news - the EU requires all local authorities to provide collection and recycling facilities for household goods, which diverts a decent amount away from landfill - but the manufacturing and energy efficiency of these products remains a huge environmental issue. As increasing numbers of consumers voice their concerns, manufacturers have been forced to respond and are seeking ways to improve the performance of their products. The introduction of the EU energy efficiency rating has speeded up this process and has had the unintended happy effect of sparking healthy competition between companies as to who can make the most eco-friendly appliance.

As well as energy efficiency, manufacturing of household goods remains a contentious issue as a toxic mix of hazardous metals, plastics and chemicals are used to create them and worse, have the potential to leak into the land and contaminate soil and water if not disposed of properly. Furthermore, the mining of some of the essential ingredients for our iPods and laptops is fuelling wars in other countries, with the fight for cassiterite deposits in the Democratic Republic of Congo proving particularly intractable. Whether you’re buying a new washing machine, laptop or fridge, it’s worth investing in something durable and ethical that you know is going to last. While no appliance can be truly green, some options are greener than others.

Washing machines

Washing machines have come a long way in the last 10 years. As well as offering a wider choice of shorter wash cycles and quieter function, most modern machines now weigh the laundry, adjusting the amount of water, time and electricity needed to suit that particular load.
Many leading brands offer eco-friendly options including the Hoover Dynamic 10+ Steam (from £515), which has a 10kg drum so you can do one large wash and an energy rating of A++, and the LG F1479FDS6 (from £559) which comes with an A+++ energy rating and a steam generator that eliminates 99 per cent of allergens including dust mites. The Samsung Eco Bubble (from £350) is arguably the greenest of the bunch and not only has an A++ energy rating but washes clothes at 15 degrees via the innovative use of bubble technology, which dissolves the detergent into the water and then injects air, producing a rich soapy foam that gets to work 40 times faster and reduces the need for hot water.

Kettles

According to DEFRA, the British drink an incredible 229 million cups of tea and coffee every day and most of us boil more water than we need. If we were to only boil the amount we needed, we could save on average 90 seconds worth of power, which on a global scale, is a lot of electricity.  The Electronic Eco 3 Kettle (£48) does the job for you and comes with a dual compartment one of which you fill up, while programming the other based on the number of cups you need, which helps cut down on water, electricity and money on your bills. Other eco-kettles on the market include the Kenwood Energy Sense Kettle (£45) which has an improved element and is see through, while the Tefal Quick Cup (£62) produces hot filtered water at the touch of button and according to Tefal, uses 65 per cent less energy.
Fridges

Fridges account for 17 per cent of all domestic energy consumption in Britain and are the hardest working appliances in the kitchen. However, energy efficiency has dramatically improved and most fridges are around 30 per cent more efficient than they were 30 years ago. One problem that still lingers is the use of hydrofluorocarbons [HFCs] as a refrigeration coolant. Like banned chlorofluorocarbons [CFCs], HFCs are greenhouse gases, so look instead for one of the new generation fridges that uses hydrocarbons (such as R600a) as a refrigerant. Bosch and Miele make CFC/HFC free fridges, as do Siemens who also use recyclable plastics in the manufacture of their models. Danish Company Vestfrost have produced the ‘ECO-Fridge’ (also known as ‘ConServ’) which is greenhouse gas free, made from recycled materials and highly energy efficient, earning them the acclaimed ‘eco-label’ which the EU awards to companies whose products are manufactured with minimal environmental damage. You can keep your fridge’s energy consumption to a minimum by insulating it around the sides and regularly cleaning the coils at the back.
iPods and MP3 players

At first glance, the MP3 player seems the obvious green choice for listening to music. It eliminates the need for a bulky home stereo system and takes the hundreds of plastic coated, lacquered and non-recyclable CDs out of the equation. However, MP3s are still subject to a questionable manufacturing process and contain arsenic, brominated flame retardants (BFRs), mercury, phthalates and PVC. Plus, you still need a computer or laptop in order to download tracks. Shockingly, MP3s, like all new gadgets, come with ‘built in obsolescence’ (they are made to break down after a relatively short lifespan), a process that has come under fire from environmental groups. But given the risk of losing millions of dollars in sales, most companies don’t want to build a product that lasts. In response to criticism about the manufacture of iPods, Apple have cleaned up their act and now claim ‘from the glass, plastic, and metal in our products to the paper and ink in our packaging, our goal is to continue leading the industry in reducing or eliminating environmentally harmful substances.’

Televisions

Televisions are an eco-nightmare and most environmentalists would agree that the greenest thing to do is to hang on to your old one. An incredible amount of energy goes into producing them and they are made from a toxic cocktail of lead, mercury and cadmium. Admittedly, the last decade has seen advances in energy efficiency, especially in terms of LCD screens that use only one fluorescent backlight to create the images and consume half the amount of energy than a conventional cathode-ray tube (CRT). Plasma screens however, rank bottom of the list because each individual pixel has to be lit through an energy consuming process of ionising gas. Some companies are making improvements however, such as Sony whose Bravia series uses 40 per cent less energy than other LCDs and include a sensor that turns the screen off when no motion is detected nearby. Meanwhile, Samsung’s LED range is now 50 per cent more energy efficient than it was three years ago. If you’re thinking of trading in your old analogue set to meet the advent of digital television then don’t: it’s a myth. Most analogue television sets can receive digital signals through a simple converter box that you can get for around £20. More information about converter boxes can be found on the Digital TV Transition website.   

Computer

Like televisions, computers are a hazardous mix of heavy metals and chemicals requiring five times their weight in fossil fuels to be produced. Furthermore, controversy still surrounds the way in which computers are disposed of, with most of our e-junk being sent to developing countries for ‘recycling’ where they often end up as mountains of toxic waste slowly rotting and contaminating the surrounding land. When choosing a new computer, smaller devices such as Netbooks generally use less energy. The Samsung N120 Ultralight is an eco-friendly machine that is energy efficient, recyclable, long lasting and comes with an environmentally responsible manufacturing history. The Viglen Dossier L60 Notebook also scores well on the eco-credentials front and according to Ethical Consumer magazine, uses few hazardous substances during manufacture.  UK based company, Go Green PC, manufactures a whole range of eco-computers and are well worth a look.

Mobiles

There are currently over five billion mobile phones in use around the world and according to Wireless Intelligence, a staggering 10 billion have been sold since 1994. Only 10 per cent of phones are currently recycled which is frightening given the mercury, lead, arsenic and brominated flame retardants they contain. They also require frequent charging which drains energy with smartphones among the worst offenders. In 2008, Samsung launched two eco-friendly devices: the SGH-W510, which is made from corn starch with an eco-friendly metal finish and the F268, which is free of brominated flame retardants and PVC. 2011 saw the release of the Replenish, which has an outer casing made from 34.6 per cent post-consumer recycled plastic while 82 per cent of the rest of the device is made from recyclable materials. Other mobiles that come with eco-credentials include the Nokia C6-01 and Sony Ericsson Experia X8.
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AllAfrica.com: South Africa: 2012 Trends - Sustainability and Beyond
24 January 2012

Trends arise from major shifts in global thinking. Otherwise they tend to be fads and blind alleys. And so to only look at trends is like trying to map the ocean by studying the waves. We need to dive deep, to the currents underneath, the reefs and the ocean floor.

It is a time of fundamental change and it is happening at bewildering speed.

Economic meltdown meets incipient environmental catastrophe; an aging Western population is confronted by the youthful vitality of the South, the sheer mass of the East.

City regions, rather than countries, are becoming the hubs of prosperity, innovation and hopelessness.

We are connected and disconnected - a child can travel the virtual world long before she can cross the street.

In this maelstrom, new trends are fashioned that spill over to the clothes we wear, the transport we choose, the holidays we take, the food we eat.

Four major shifts

    We see four major shifts:

    Sustainability and beyond

    Demographics as destiny

    Power of city regions

    Connected and disconnected

For this article, I look at the first and some of the resulting trends we expect to see more of in 2012.

Touch every part of our lives

During 2012, the financial case for sustainability will gather unstoppable momentum - it will touch every part of our lives.

New energy

The stakes here make the arms deal the equivalent of tin soldiers in a lucky packet. Bidding will start on nuclear power stations that the Mail & Guardian estimates to be worth over a trillion rand. Companies from six countries are contenders and all will need heavy-duty lobbyists, plus PR and some worthy causes to back.

Meanwhile, the anti-nuke brigade will be out in force with funding to communicate the nuclear peril. Expect social media to be aflame.

Fuelled by municipalities setting bold targets for renewable energy, new solar product and service brands will enter our lexicon while, in the wings, own-labels - from Builders Warehouse to Woolworths - ready themselves to pounce.

It will becomes fashionable to flaunt your solar credentials on the roof of your home, while the Prius is joined by a flock of new hybrids, as car manufacturers seek to be more eco than thou.

Scientists and technologists will have money thrown at them to develop affordable carbon capture and storage - we have too much invested in the coal industry and too much coal is still underground to close up shop - clean coal is a South African and world game-changer. It may never be cheaper than dirty coal, but it could soon cost less than any other sustainable energy source.

Redefining capitalism

Capitalism 1.0 is in dire straits. A rising tide of anger and mistrust threatens to turn into a financial tsunami. The other 99% are not going away soon. Consumers are beginning to realise their power; investors are asking more searching questions; employees search for a sense of purpose.

More multinationals will follow the example of Nestlé and reflect on how to create shared value (CSV) across their whole value chain. CSV is the brainchild of Michael Porter, doyen of Capitalism 1.0, indicating the Road to Damascus begins at Harvard Business School.

Expect ads for pork sausages to feature local farmers who have happier, plumper pigs due to the brand's intervention. Expect a new kind of bank that only invests your money in environmentally and socially responsible projects - delivering better returns.

Revaluing green

The penny is finally dropping - the Green Economy is about jobs, jobs, jobs. Solar water heaters can employ 10 times as many people as coal-fired power-stations, to produce a similar amount of energy.

We are also seeing the value of biodiversity - nature's gift. UNEP declares for every dollar humans make, Nature delivers one for free (in South Africa, we are far more conservative - believing Nature only contributes 7% of our GDP - that's over R80 billion, each year.) But 65% of the world's ecosystems are degraded. When humans lend a hand, we reverse the degradation - and that's more jobs, from clearing aliens to biochemistry.

Expect more and more farmers' markets - the economics are simple; when you buy your supermarket carrot, the farmer will be lucky to receive 7c in the rand for his money, labour and risk. For consumers, buying fruit and vegetables straight from local farmers reminds us that peas come fresh from a pod, not frozen from a supermarket shelf.

We grow for people we know is a rallying cry that can be a real threat for established retailers. Expect initiatives such as Tesco's promotion of local milk, or an enterprising New York supermarket owner who grows the vegetables he sells in a giant greenhouse on his roof.

All is revealed

WalMart has been an unlikely eco-champion and is now undertaking a project that will pressurise producers to reveal the total environmental impact of their brands on their labels. As WalMart consolidates its presence in SA, consumers here will be made aware of more and less sustainable choices.

As attention and understanding grow, social media will be delighted to out any brands that are economical with the truth. The more-aware shoppers will have apps on their smartphones that scan a bar code to reveal the total social and environmental story.

Eco-endorsement labels such as Biodiversity & Wine Initiative (BWI), Fairtrade, Rainforest Alliance, Marine Stewardship Council, Fair Trade in Tourism South Africa (FTTSA) [and Southern African Sustainable Seafood Initiative (SASSI) - managing ed] are just some of the brands behind the brand that will sway our choice of food, drink, clothing, furniture and accommodation.

Sustainability is a new communications high ground and brand winners will be those who combine seduction with a healthy dollop of soul.

Of course, as soon as an idea becomes mainstream, it will be pushed to new limits.

Is sustainability all we can hope for - to keep our current status quo? It is in our nature to want a better life for our children - and our children's children. We already hear murmurings that sustainability is a bridge to restore-ability. Restoring environmental health and variety, restoring jobs, creating a more just society.

The communications industry is adept at encouraging the world to want more, creating an ever-hungry consumer society. Will we be equally adept at convincing society to face the challenges we have and collectively overcome them? Will we first be able to convince ourselves? This is an undercurrent to watch in 2012.
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Conversation (Australia): Durban did too little: here are alternatives to the UN process
24 January 2012

In the month and a half since the Durban climate change conference it has been said that the “international climate process” has been “strengthened” and that Durban resulted in “the means and the ends for a new era in climate negotiations”.

With the perspective of a few weeks and a new year, is this the case? What was actually achieved? Is it enough to limit global temperature rise to 2°C above pre-industrial levels – the global warming limit adopted by parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) – with global emissions peaking by 2015? Will the planet really benefit from this agreement?

The first commitment period for parties to the UNFCCC’s Kyoto Protocol ends this year. For that period (2008-2012) and any subsequent one, only developed – or Annex I – states have emissions reduction commitments. These states agreed to reduce their overall emissions by 5.2% below 1990 levels between 2008-2012. Each state has a specific target.

At Durban, state parties to the Kyoto Protocol – with the significant exception of Canada, Japan and Russia – decided on a second commitment period, to begin on 1 January 2013 and end either in 2017 or 2020 (the end date to be determined sometime this year). These parties will also submit their targets this year.

Kyoto covers about 15% of the world’s emissions.

Durban also launched a “Platform for Enhanced Action”, a non-binding agreement “to develop a protocol, another legal instrument or an agreed outcome with legal force” under the UNFCCC. This would be applicable to all parties – both developed and developing.

Any such protocol, legal instrument or “agreed outcome with legal force” is to be concluded by 2015 – with “pledges” from developed and developing state parties to reduce emissions – and should come into effect and be implemented from 2020. These parties would also, of course, need to ratify such agreement.

This “Durban Platform” is simply an agreement to reach agreement. Indeed, post-Durban, India’s environment minister has said that the “agreement” does not mean that “India has to take binding commitments to reduce its emissions in absolute terms in 2020”.

If – if – parties reach agreement and targets commence in 2020, what happens between now and then?. This is a decade critical for achieving the 2° limit (the Durban Platform even refers to strengthening this to 1.5 degrees). Some states will, and some states may, take voluntary action, but verification and other issues attend such action.

In 2007 the non-binding Bali “road map” was agreed with a view to a post-2012 agreement. The Durban Platform is agreement – procedural in nature – to work towards a 2015 agreement with a 2020 start date for developed and developing states. It’s the illusion of progress. And as time elapses, and with every delay, the ambitions for agreement unsurprisingly increase.

It may be time – and, on one view, it has long been time – to consider alternatives to the UNFCCC.

One alternative approach would be to break the climate change problem up into different pieces. In a decentralised regime, groups of like-minded countries could address particular issues, and countries and regional groupings take action on their own.

As one commentator said recently, “since an agreement among the major emitters is unlikely anytime soon, we should seek progress where we can, through whatever means and in any forums that are available”.

Two US academics have proposed a climate change “regime complex” – a loosely coupled set of specific regimes. They say that efforts to “build an effective, legitimate, and adaptable comprehensive regime are unlikely to succeed”, and argue that a climate change regime complex has advantages in terms of adaptability and flexibility.

Others have suggested.pdf) a “building blocks” approach.

Perhaps, at some point post-Durban, we will see a shift away from a top-down, “Kyoto-style” architecture for international climate action, to a more bottom-up approach. As Posner and Weisbach (from the University of Chicago) argue, “Copenhagen showed [and Durban shows] the futility of addressing poverty, past injustices and climate change in a single negotiation … no principle of justice requires that these problems be addressed simultaneously or multilaterally”.

Each year the International Energy Agency publishes its World Energy Outlook. At its United States launch – just as the Durban talks were beginning – the IEA’s chief economist, Fatih Birol, said that the door to limiting global temperature rise to 2° “is closing forever”. It should be noted that, even with a rise of less than 2°, impacts can be significant; beyond 2°, possibilities for societal and ecosystem adaptation rapidly decline.

Birol asked, “what happens if governments do not change their policies as of 2011?”. He answered his own question by saying that he sees “the chances to go to two degrees or 450ppm fading away … it is a horror movie”.

Like Mr Birol – and like the director of the United Nations Environment Programme, Achim Steiner – I see nothing in the Durban outcome that will prevent warming above 2°. What Durban produced, as Fred Pearce has said, was “an agreement to agree on emissions cuts to begin in 2020, preceded by a voluntary period where nations do what they will .. that is the bottom line for the planet”. We must do better.
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Staug News: The ‘Vast’ Projects Being Done to Save Our Planet!
26 January 2012

Readers, over the past few months we have been speaking about everything from ‘green’ products, services and programs to eco-friendly building and how to better save the environment by diminishing our carbon footprints so that the next generation will inherit a world they can truly enjoy.  We began speaking about these subjects because of the amazing online magazine, The Green Register, which offers a ton of data, information, articles, and the latest companies that are proving each and every day that ‘going green’ is the only way to go.

 This week we are going to look at the ‘vast’ projects that are being undertaken out there from the companies who are trying their best to make the best ‘green’ cars, to the huge accomplishments of Yosemite National Park and the Sears Tower – which took on the biggest ‘green’ projects that most people have ever seen.  From small ways to large ones, The Green Register is proving that there are people and organizations out there who truly want this world of ours to survive.

Cars are the biggest subject that people want to talk about.  Not surprising, considering that real eco-friendly human beings want to make sure that they are not destroying their clean air by flooding it with horrific emissions that destroy on a daily basis.  Well…the 2012 Green Car of the Year finalists were just announced by the “Green Car Journal.”  For the seventh consecutive year, the Green Car of the Year honors environmental leadership in the automotive field, with the winner being announced during a press conference at the Los Angeles Auto Show on November 17th.  This year’s five finalists include the 2012:  Ford Focus Electric, Honda Civic Natural Gas, Mitsubishi I, Toyota Prius V and the Volkswagen Passat TDI, which is a company that has come out with the new ‘Think Blue’ philosophy that we will be speaking more about next week.  ‘Think Blue’ is more than just food for thought; it’s a state of mind and a global call to action.

When it comes to alternative energy, however, Yosemite National Park leads the pack with the ‘vast’ project that occurred in the United States this year, as they put together the largest Solar Energy method in the National Park System: The El Portal Photovoltaic Project.  As an FYI, a photovoltaic system (or PV system) uses one or more solar panels to convert sunlight into electricity.  It consists of multiple components, including the photovoltaic modules, mechanical and electrical connections and mountings, and the means of regulating and/or modifying the electrical output.  Yosemite now has the largest grid-connected photovoltaic system.

The photovoltaic system at the El Portal complex is the largest NPS-managed photovoltaic project with the Pacific West Region, and the largest grid-connected photovoltaic system owned and operated by the NPS.  The 672 kilowatt (KW) system consists of 2,800 solar panels and produces approximately 800,000 kilowatt hours (KWh) per year.  The park will save approximately $50,000 a year on electricity purchased off the grid and is expecting to receive a $700,000 energy rebate from Pacific Gas & Electric Co. over the next five years. This represents an approximate 12 percent reduction in electricity purchased off the grid. This location was chosen for the photovoltaic project due to the high amount of direct sunlight the site receives, and is all about showing the world that you can ‘go green!’

Sears Tower is also the site of a ‘vast’ project that is based on solar windows.  “Pythagoras Solar,” a provider of transparent, energy efficient windows that also generate solar power, was chosen by Willis Tower (formerly Sears Tower), to collaborate on a pilot project that will help deliver on the building’s renewable energy and energy efficiency improvement goals.

The pilot project began in November of last year on the south facing windows of the Tower’s 56th floor, and uses a building integrated photovoltaic (BIPV) solution that has the potential to expand to a surface area allowing over two megawatts of solar power generation.  The Tower provides an example of how sustainable modernization endeavors are about far more than just reducing carbon emissions, they are also about re-investing in the local economy.  The Tower is always exploring innovative solutions that directly reinvest in Chicago’s new ‘green economy.’  In addition, this project will illustrate one of the best strategies of how we can decrease the impact of the ‘built’ environment on climate change, for easy duplication in other similar structures.  After all, if the tallest building in the Western Hemisphere can ‘go green,’ then anyone can.  And let’s not forget, these vast projects are also offering a huge supply of jobs for the marketplace.

 The roles that some of these organizations and corporations must play in the ‘saving of our natural resources’ are varied but extremely necessary.  Take the United Nations Environment Program, which assesses eco-friendly projects and conservation programs developed by different countries, with regard to practicality and feasibility of the projects, implementation and financial constraints, and social implications.  Once these vast projects are approved, this is the organization that coordinates with world trade organizations to sanction some trade benefits in terms of export quota, technology transfer, and other trade discounts to the countries involved in eliminating the environmental pollution.  The UNEP has to be involved to insure successful implementation of these vast projects and programs.

The World Trade Organization is also the major organization that’s involved in the process of globalization and eliminating the trade barriers between the countries, hence its involvement in the process of saving the planet from environmental pollution.  The WTO enforced different countries to develop and implement countrywide eco-friendly projects to save our planet from mass destruction.  In turn, it also provides trade benefits to different countries according to their needs.  Therefore, there are many ‘hands’ working to save our planet right now, and the more vast the project the better off we, as a people, become.

Although we all try to change our ways and reduce our own waste, it is nice to see that these vast projects are being taken on and completed that will help the world breathe a little easier – literally.  The Green Register and the amazing businesses, companies, products and services they support are a huge part of changing this world for the better. In the end, readers, this is the perfect ‘one-stop source’ for learning anything and everything about our environment.
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Care2.com: Clean the Ocean, Green the Economy, UN Report Urges

25 January 2012

A new report urges focusing on the world’s seas and oceans in the quest for sustainable development and economic progress. Green Economy in a Blue World, produced by a several organizations headed by the United Nations Environmental Program, asserts that the ocean, and how we see and use it, must play a huge role in the much-needed transition to a new, green economy.

The report looks at a wide variety of human impacts on ocean health, from fisheries to coastal tourism to marine-based renewable energy and ocean nutrient pollution. About 40 percent of the world’s population lives within 62 miles (100 km)  of a coast; the ocean provides food and jobs for millions of people, but human activity is endangering ocean health through pollution and overuse.

UNEP Executive Director Achim Steiner summarizes the challenge: “Oceans are a key pillar for many countries in their development and fight to tackle poverty, but the wide range of ecosystem services, including food security and climate regulation, provided by marine and coastal environments are today under unprecedented pressure.” The report comes out just five months before a major international summit meeting, Rio +20, that will address issues of sustainable development.

Turning Around Overfishing

Overfishing has devastated fish stocks, with 32% of global fish stocks estimated to be overexploited, depleted or recovering from depletion and a further 50% estimated to be “fully exploited.” Overfishing has harmed food security around the world and worsened poverty.  The report notes that reduction of fishing, the use of non-destructive fishing techniques, and the adoption of green technology by the fishing industry could halt the decline of stocks, with a potential economic gain of $50 billion a year.

Measuring True Cost and True Value

Yet pure economic measurements cannot encompass the myriad services the oceans and seas provide. The report recommends, “Shifting economy’s purpose away from the pure GDP-measured production of market values leads to new questions on broader societal goals, such as equity, security and the maintanance of natural capital.” It concludes “A less energy-intensive, more labor-intensive, less destructive, more sustainable, less exclusive, more integrative approach will lead to more jobs, strengthen intra-and inter-generational equity and empower people to economic participation and greater self-determination. An integrated approach and broad based commitment is needed: “Greening our ocean economies is a challenge that needs commitment from each of us – as the individual consumer, investor, entrepreneur or politician.”

A thoughtful, long-term view of the conservation of marine resources is vital to preserving the multiple benefits of a healthy ocean; long-term thinking and international cooperation would help a lot on land, as well.
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UNPO: Ogoni: Roundtable To Tackle Oil Spills
25 January 2012

Energy experts from around the world recently converged in Abuja to brainstorm and find lasting ways to tackle Nigeria’s oil spill challenge. Juliet Alohan, in this report examines the submissions of these experts and writes that the time for government to act is now.

Oil and gas experts who gathered at the Transcorp Hilton Hotel, Abuja, at the First Stakeholders’ Roundtable on the Niger Delta Environmental Protection and Regeneration with the  theme: “Ensuring Niger Delta Environmental Sustenance,” last November, focused on finding ways to end Nigeria’s oil spill and environmental degradation challenge.

The forum which was the first ever stakeholders’ roundtable on the subject matter attracted experts from around the world which included Bill Richardson, former governor of the United States  State of New Mexico, erstwhile US Energy Secretary, and ambassador, Howard Jeter, erstwhile US envoy to Nigeria.

Other notable attendees were the President of the Movement of the Survival of Ogoni People (MOSOP), Ledum Mitee, Chief Kingsley Kuku, National Security Adviser, Gen. Owoye Azazi, as well as Dr. Gamaliel Onosode.

The forum sought to find ways of increasing environmental protection, ensuring energy security, promoting sustainable production and advancing human development in the region.

Panelists at the table included the Managing Director of Shell, Mutiu Sunmonu, former Director, Department of Petroleum Resources (DPR), Osten Olorunsola , and Chairman, Afren Plc,Egbert Imomoh. In her presentation, the Minister of Petroleum Resources, Mrs. Diezani Alison-Madueke, noted that the case of the Niger Delta was quite peculiar because the region was home to about 98 per cent of Nigeria’s hydrocarbon wealth.

She said the nature of the exploration and production activities in the oil and gas industry worldwide was such that environmental pollution was almost like a second nature. “It is against this background that the United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP) report on the Niger Delta which was released in September this year elicited widespread attention.

“The critical question the Niger Delta situation evokes is whether we should stop oil production altogether in order to stop the attendant degradation of the environment.

“While that proposition does not sound plausible, we all have a duty to ensure that the environmental pollution caused by exploration and production activities is reduced to the barest minimum in keeping with international best practices. Because the issues of environmental pollution directly affect the lives of the people who live in that region, the federal government is committed to dealing with it frontally, ”the minister argued.

Against the background, she said all oil companies in Nigeria have been directed to employ international best practices in their exploration and production activities to ensure that cases of spills were reduced to the barest minimum. The issue of deliberate pollution via pipeline vandalism, she said, was also being addressed with all the seriousness it deserved.

Apart from these official directives, she informed that clear structures were being put in place to ensure that all forms of pollution ranging from first tier to second and third tier pollution were decisively tackled to mitigate the level of environmental degradation in the region.

While the earlier directives are targeted at tackling first tier pollution which is usually at the level of individual operators, a group known as Clean Nigeria Associates(CNA) has been formed to pull resources together to tackle second tier pollution which goes beyond an individual company, the minister informed.

For third tier pollutions which are usually massive and cut across industries and government, she said the National Environmental Standards and Regulations Enforcement Agency(NESREA) would  handle it.

In his presentation, Governor Bill Richardson warned that whatever happened in Nigeria’s Niger Delta region could have huge impact on the global oil market due to its significant contribution to world oil market.

Calling on the need to urgently implement the UNEP report on the region, he noted that the Niger Delta was significant to Nigeria’s economic wellbeing as it was responsible   for 20 per cent  of the country’s GDP and more than 80 per cent of its national budget.

“The challenges have been growing for more than five decades, it is time to face it squarely...amnesty programme is just the beginning. Implementing the UNEP roadmap will require political will from government, commitment from the company responsible for the spillage and change of attitude from host communities,” he said.

As a way forward, the energy expert suggested the establishment of a special Niger Delta clean-up fund and a high level clean-up committee to be made up of members from the ministries of petroleum, environment and other relevant agencies.

He also called for the review of the mandate of the NDDC to include oil spill clean-up and advocated the imposition of heavy fines on future spills in addition to the companies being made to take responsibility for the clean-up. He also advised the government to set up a special advisory council that would channel proposals and ideas to the high level clean-up committee.

Also in his presentation, Country Chairman of SPDC, Mutiu Sunmomu, said blame passing has been the reason why the issue has persisted, noting that in view of the fact that the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime(UNODC) has estimated that over 150,000 barrels of oil  were stolen every day in the Niger Delta which translated to the loss of millions of dollars that could have been used to finance developmental projects, the issue needed to be urgently addressed.

In view of recurrent oil spill in Nigeria, such as the Bonga spill which is now threatening various communities and causing unease in the Niger Delta, the time for the government to begin aggressive implementation of the proffered solutions is now in the interest of the socio-economic life of the people of the region and the nation in general.

According to the President of Niger Delta Coastal Communities(NDECC),Alaowei Biukeme, all the communities on the shoreline had been highly impacted by the spill even as he called on government to come to the rescue of the people. He said over 840 communities had been affected in Delta, Bayelsa and Akwa-Ibom States since the spill occurred on December 20, 2011.
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UN News Centre: Green investment needed in marine sector to trigger economic, social benefits – UN
25 January 2012

The economic productivity of the marine sector can be significantly boosted by shifting to a more sustainable approach that focuses on green activities such as renewable energy, eco-tourism and sustainable transport, according to a United Nations report released today.

The report by the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), ‘Green Economy in a Blue World,’ looks at six different economic areas in the marine sector and provides recommendations on how to boost their potential by implementing green measures.

“Oceans are a key pillar for many countries in their development and fight to tackle poverty, but the wide range of ecosystem services, including food security and climate regulation, provided by marine and coastal environments are today under unprecedented pressure,” said UNEP Executive Director Achim Steiner.

    In the run-up to Rio+20, this report shows that a shift to a green economy can, if comprehensively implemented, unlock the potential of marine ecosystems to fuel economic growth

“Stepping up green investments in marine and coastal resources and enhancing international cooperation in managing these transboundary ecosystems are essential if a transition to low-carbon, resource-efficient green economy is to be realized,” he said.

The six economic areas examined by the report include fisheries and aquaculture, marine transport, ocean nutrient pollution, marine-based renewable energy, coastal tourism, and deep-sea minerals.

“This report provides concrete examples of how emerging ocean industries – including ocean energy and aquaculture industries – can become more profitable, more sustainable, and meet the needs of a growing population without sacrificing the health of our fragile ocean ecosystems,” said Linwood Pendleton, one of the contributors to the report and Director of Ocean and Coastal Policy at the Nicholas Institute for Environmental Policy Solutions.

In addition, the report also examines how small island developing States (SIDS), such as those in the Asia-Pacific and Caribbean regions, can take advantage of green economy opportunities to reduce their vulnerability to climate change and promote sustainable growth.

The report seeks to stimulate countries to take action as they prepare for the UN Conference on Sustainable Development (Rio+20) in Brazil in June, according to a news release issued by UNEP.

“In the run-up to Rio+20, this report shows that a shift to a green economy can, if comprehensively implemented, unlock the potential of marine ecosystems to fuel economic growth – particularly in small island developing States but in ways that ensure that future generations derive an equitable share of marine resources and services,” said Mr. Steiner.

The report was produced by UNEP in collaboration with the UN Development Programme (UNDP), the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), the UN International Maritime Organization (IMO), the UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UN-DESA), the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), the WorldFish Center and GRID-Arendal.
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Other Environment News
BBC (UK): First report on UK climate impact
26 January 2012

Climate change this century poses both risks and opportunities, according to the first comprehensive government assessment of its type.

The report warns that flooding, heatwaves and water shortages could become more likely.

But benefits could include new shipping lanes through the Arctic, fewer cold-related deaths in winter and higher crop yields.

The findings come in the Climate Change Risk Assessment.

This 2,000-page document has been produced by the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra).

It forms part of the government's strategy for coping with global warming.

The research was carried out over the past three years and involved studying the possible impacts in 11 key areas including agriculture, flooding and transport.

The assessments rely on multiple scenarios based on computer modelling of the future climate.

The authors admit that there are large uncertainties leading to a wide range of possible results.
Increased damage from flooding could lead to bills running into the billions

The relatively small size of the UK means that modelling at a regional and local level remains a serious challenge.

A further limitation is that the studies share the assumption that no sectors of the economy will make any attempt to adapt to future conditions.

This is designed to provide a "baseline" for the assessment so that it is easier to demonstrate the risks unless action is taken.

However it is acknowledged that many bodies are already responding in different ways.

Headlines for possible negative outcomes, assuming nothing is done in preparation, include:

    Hotter summers leading to between 580-5900 deaths above the average per year by the 2050s.

    Water shortages in the north, south and east of England, especially the Thames Valley area by the 2080s.

    Increased damage from flooding could cost between £2.1bn-£12bn by the 2080s.

The report's positive findings include:

    The melting of Arctic sea ice opening shorter shipping routes to Asia.

    Milder winters leading to 3,900-24,000 fewer premature deaths by the 2050s, significantly more than those forecast to die as a result of hot weather.

    Wheat yields to increase by 40-140% and sugar beet yields by 20-70% because of longer growing seasons by the 2050s.

Such widely-varied outcomes may lead to the criticism that the results are too vague to be useful for policy makers, businesses and local authorities.
All the scenarios rely on computer models of the future climate and therefore inherently involve uncertainties.

The report itself acknowledges that the sea-level in London could rise later this century by anything between 30cm and 190cm.

"We do not know," the document says, "how fast greenhouse gas emissions will rise, how great the cooling effects are of other atmospheric pollutants or how quickly the ice caps may melt."

One of those involved in the report, defending the reliance on models, told me: "They're the best we've got, they're all we've got."

One aim of the work is to raise awareness of the scale of possible changes and to encourage key organisations to plan ahead.

Environment Secretary Caroline Spelman said of the report: "It shows what life could be like if we stopped our preparations now, and the consequences such a decision would mean for our economic stability."
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Guardian (UK): Flooding rated as worst climate change threat facing UK
26 January 2012

Flooding is the greatest threat to the UK posed by climate change, with up to 3.6 million people at risk by the middle of the century, a report published on Thursday by the environment department.

The first comprehensive climate change risk assessment for the UK identifies hundreds of ways rising global temperatures will have an impact if no action is taken. They include the financial damage caused by flooding, which would increase to £2bn-£10bn a year by 2080, more deaths in heatwaves, and large-scale water shortages by mid-century.

Unusually for such documents, it also highlighted ways in which the country could benefit from milder winters and drier summers, such as fewer cold-related deaths, better wheat crops and a more attractive climate for tourists.

"If you had to pick one particular issue I think the flooding issue is the most dominant," said Sir Bob Watson, chief scientist at the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs.

Lord John Krebs, chairman of the adaptation committee of the independent advisory group Committee on Climate Change, said that without planning and investment to deal with the threats the UK would "sleepwalk into disaster".

Scientists and other experts, led by Defra, identified 700 impacts of climate change in the UK, including the possibility of refugees arriving from wars over dwindling water and food.

High-impact events expected by mid-century included decreased forestation caused by red band needle blight, shortages in public water supply (especially in the north, Midlands and south of England), and worse water quality.

The assessors selected the 100 most pressing threats and opportunities and rated these according to their impact, the confidence of the modellers, and how soon the threats might occur. All the report's forecasts assume no governmental action to reduce or remove the threats.

The four most immediate "high consequence" risks all concerned flooding, with the expectation that in 10 years or so there will be increased flood damage to homes, with knock-on effects on insurance premiums and mental health.

Between 1.7 million and 3.6 million people are expected to be at risk of flooding by 2050, without investment to lessen the threat.

Surface water flooding would be likely to get worse, Watson added.

Other issues highlighted by the report include changes in wildlife migration, alterations in species communities as plants and animals fail to move fast enough to thrive, sewer overflows polluting the coast, changes in the soil, erosion from heavier rains, loss of staff working-time from heat stress, changes in fish stocks, and wildfires in drier summers.

The findings follow controversy over cuts to the UK flood defence budget.

However, Caroline Spelman, the environment secretary, said the report justified the department's decision to ask for more capital and fewer revenue funds from the Treasury, and said government money would be supplemented by contributions from local communities.

"[Comparing] the last four years of the Labour government and the first four years of this government there will be a reduction of 6% … but you can get more homes protected for the same amount of money," said Spelman.

The report was widely welcomed as a way to help government departments, businesses and councils plan ahead.

But Mary Creagh, the shadow environment secretary, said: "In 2010 Labour invested £354m in protecting homes from flooding, which has been cut by 27% to £259m a year for the next four years under this government.

"Ministers are playing Russian roulette with people's homes and businesses by cutting too far, too fast, and could leave communities blighted, with homeowners unable to insure, mortgage or sell their homes after 2013, when Labour's deal with the insurance industry runs out."

It will be seized upon by lobbyists to argue for spending priorities, and used by government to prepare the national adaptation plan, due to be published next year.

Julian Hunt, emeritus professor of climate modelling, at University College London, said the report's finding that there would be longer periods of "static weather" and cloud cover, could threaten solar and wind energyfrom solar and wind sourcesenergy.

"This leads to dangerous urban heat island temperatures and droughts. But it also indicates the danger of lengthy, very low, wind conditions, or cloudy conditions – so low-carbon energy alternatives to wind and solar are essential," said Hunt.

Peter Mallaburn, reader in climate policy at De Montfort University, said the need to save energy was in conflict with government policies not pushing for higher energy efficiency standards for commercial buildings.

"This report says, for the first time, that not only are our homes and offices leaky, but that they will start to overheat in a warmer world," said Mallaburn. "We need a coherent strategy to sort out this mess. Let's hope that this report acts as a wake-up call."

A website has been set up asking for the public's views on the national adaptation programme. 
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Guardian (UK): State of the Union 2012: Barack Obama's environment agenda in review
25 January 2012

Barak Obama used his final State of the Union address before the elections to try to pre-empt attacks on his energy and environmental agenda from the Republicans.

But Obama chose to co-opt the Republicans' pro-oil and natural gas position rather than defend his own green agenda, as environmental groups had hoped.

"This country needs an all-out, all-of-the-above strategy that develops every available source of American energy – a strategy that's cleaner, cheaper and full of new jobs," Obama said.

Obama's main challenge was to disarm Republicans attacks over his rejection of the Keystone tar sands pipeline last week. Mitt Romney and Newt Gingrich regularly attack Obama for blocking the project to pump Alberta crude to the refineries on the Texas coast, accusing him of squandering a chance to create jobs.

Congress is due to hold hearings on Keystone on Wednesday.

The word "Keystone" did not cross Obama's lips on Tuesday night – but he made sure to signal his support for oil.

"Over the last three years, we've opened millions of new acres for oil and gas exploration," Obama said, reiterating the administration's decision last year to open up new areas for drilling in the Gulf of Mexico, scene of the BP oil spill, and the Arctic.

"Right now, American oil production is the highest that it's been in eight years. That's right – eight years," he said.

The support for an "all-of-the-above" energy strategy – itself a line borrowed from Republicans – is unlikely to give Obama total protection.

Mitch Daniels, the Republican governor of Indiana chosen to give the party's official response to the address, accused Obama of being an extremist.

"The extremism that stifles the development of homegrown energy, or cancels a perfectly safe pipeline that would employ tens of thousands, or jacks up consumer utility bills for no improvement in either human health or world temperature, is a pro-poverty policy," Daniels said in prepared remarks.

The other big unmentionable was Solyndra, the solar company that was first in line for an Obama clean energy loan – and then went bankrupt last year. The company is also a staple of Romney and Gingrich stump speeches.

Obama indirectly acknowledged Solyndra, saying: "Some technologies don't pan out; some companies fail. But I will not walk away from the promise of clean energy."

Against the 20 or so references to "energy", there was only one mention of climate change – which is one more than last year's State of the Union when Obama did not dare utter the word. But it was in a line in which Obama said there was little chance of Congress passing climate change legislation.

"The differences in this chamber may be too deep right now to pass a comprehensive plan to fight climate change," Obama said.

There was also no specific mention of the Environmental Protection Agency – a frequent target of Republicans. Obama said he would be prepared to fight Congress to get legislation passed.

"I will not back down from making sure an oil company can contain the kind of oil spill we saw in the Gulf two years ago," he said. "I will not back down from protecting our kids from mercury poisoning, or making sure that our food is safe and our water is clean."

On the other energy and environment issues, it was not immediately clear what Obama was offering.

His promise to open up more areas for offshore drilling seemed like a reiteration of the drilling policy put forward last year. He said the federal government would require oil and gas companies to disclose what chemicals they use in the controversial process known as fracking – even though most states already require such disclosures.

Obama also mentioned expanding clean-energy projects – such as giant solar farms – on public lands, to generate enough electricity for 3m homes a year. The department of energy approved 18 such projects by the end of last year that, by conservative estimates, would power at least 3m homes.

Obama also called on Congress to set a clean energy standard – a call he made last year. But, unlike last year's State of the Union which called for electricity companies to get 80% of their power from renewables, Obama did not bother to set a target this time around.

One other omission will probably be better received by campaigners. There was no mention, for example, of developing America's nuclear industry, which was a main theme of Obama's first State of the Union in 2010. After Fukushima, neither Obama nor Republicans seem inclined to put a nuclear renaissance back on the agenda.
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Daily Star (Lebanon): Environment problems cost Lebanon $800 mln a year

26 January 2012

Environmental deterioration costs Lebanon some $800 million annually and takes the heaviest toll on water sources and coastlines across the country, warned experts speaking at a workshop on environmental planning Wednesday.

Adviser to Environment Ministry Ghassan Sayah said the losses constitute a massive 3.7 percent of national income.

“These numbers reveal the increasing pressure on natural resources due to arbitrary urbanization putting at risk forests and agricultural land,” he said. Sayah said the ministry is currently executing two internationally funded projects.

The first focuses on developing a system for monitoring natural resources and another aims to create marine reserves along the Lebanese coastline.

The ministry, he added, working toward funding a third “environmental government” project that develops the capacities of various ministries in the environmental field.  
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Angola Press (Angola): Environment Day celebrations programme opens
25 January 2012

The presentation and adoption of the programme of upgrading of Iona National Park in the district of Tombwa, southwestern Namibe province, set the opening of the celebrations of the National Environment Day, January 31, in the region.

The ceremony was chaired by incumbent Environment minister,  Fátima Jardim, in the presence of the representative of the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), Paula Ribeiro and by Namibe province governor, Cândida Celeste.

During the ceremony, the Environment minister said the Iona National Park upgrading  project is intended to set up and effectively run  a protected areas network with a view to the preservation of the country’s unique biodiversity.

The Iona National Park is situated in southwestern Angolan province of Namibe, between the Atlantic Ocean and the Cunene and Curoca rivers, covering an area of about 15,000 square kilometres.

Estimated at Usd 8.0 million, the project will start to be implemented in March this year with a duration of four years.

The project is jointly funded by the Government of Angola, the Global Environment Fund and the European Union.
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Times of India (India): Hike taxes on diesel cars: Greens
26 January 2012

The clamour for making diesel cars dearer is getting louder just ahead of the Budget, with environment lobbyists and sections of the government advocating higher taxes to compensate for the subsidy the fuel enjoys.

While the petroleum ministry is believed to have advocated a raise in excise duty on diesel cars to compensate oil companies that have to keep diesel prices low, environment lobby Centre for Science and Environment (CSE) has also pressed the government for a higher tax on diesel cars.

CSE said that rapid "dieselization" is not only a drain on the exchequer but is also leading to increased health risks as the emissions from diesel cars and the fuel itself are much higher when compared to petrol. "Emission data shows that diesel cars, on an average, emit seven times more particulates and three-to-five times more nitrogen oxides than petrol cars. There is sufficient evidence that tiny particulates emitted from a diesel vehicle are toxic and carcinogenic," Anumita Roychowdhury of CSE said.
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Montreal Gazette (Canada): Mont St. Bruno project will destroy forest: group

25 January 2012

As heavy machinery plowed into an ecologically sensitive forest next to Mont St. Bruno Provincial Park on Wednesday to begin work on a luxury housing development, local and national environmental groups appealed to Quebec’s environment ministry to intervene to save the forest.

On Monday, St. Bruno’s town council approved a contract for an engineering firm to take soil samples and analyze the terrain to prepare for the housing project, known as Domain de la Futaie. The land is owned by Liberal Senator Paul C. Massicotte, whose real-estate company Propriétés Sommet Prestige Inc. intends to build 30 luxury homes on the six-hectare site.

On Tuesday, reacting to the arrival of the firm’s heavy equipment and the destruction of several trees in the process, a local conservation group wrote to Environment Minister Pierre Arcand, pleading with him to stop the project.

In the letter, Caroline Rodrigue, president of the Action pour l’environnement, reminded the minister that several threatened and vulnerable species have been identified in the forest, which locals refer to as the forêt des hirondelles (Forest of the Swallows).

“The law is clear that wherever there is a threatened or vulnerable species, we can’t displace it or modify its habitat,” Rodrigue said.

The group explored the forest in the fall with experts from the Université de Québec à Montréal, who identified three vulnerable and two endangered plant species, as well as an endangered species of frog (Western Chorus Frog).

On Wednesday, representatives of the national and Quebec branches of the David Suzuki Foundation denounced the St. Bruno council for ignoring the public outcry against the development.

“This woods happens to be right at the edge” of the provincial park “and is part of a forest corridor that is essential for the maintenance of biodiversity in the park,” said Jean-Patrick Toussaint, scientific project director for the David Suzuki Foundation.

Karel Mayrand, executive director of the Quebec branch of the foundation, said the

project runs counter to the urban development document adopted last month by the region, the Plan métropolitain d’aménagement et de Développement (PMAD).

“This project goes against the vision put forward in the PMAD by irreversibly destroying a unique natural area to be replaced by a handful of luxury residences,” May-rand said.

The PMAD was adopted by the council of the Montreal Metropolitan Community last month.

It proposes the protection of 17 per cent of the MMC territory.

The conservation groups and many residents are calling on the ministry to freeze the development of the site for two years to give them a chance to devise a plan to buy the land from the developer and have it protected.

Ministry spokesperson Hélène Simard said Wednesday the ministry has no intention of creating a nature reserve of this land “since this woods has never been targeted as a protected area of national interest or to be integrated into the Mont St. Bruno Provincial Park.”
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Namibian (Namibia): Value of rhino horn could save the species
26 January 2012

WITH the stigma attached to poaching of rhinos and the moral outrage provoked by media reports on ever increasing incidents, Namibia and South Africa may be missing a major economic and environmental opportunity.

Although in recent years Namibia’s rhino population has stabilised and even increased, numbers throughout the greater region have dwindled. The reason for this is widely known; the illegality of trading rhino horn is undermined by a black market that supplies East Asian countries where it is traditionally used for medicinal purposes.
The scarcity of the resource and the risks involved with poaching combined with the status of rhino horn in East Asia as a medicine for the elite have prompted astronomical inflation in prices. Horns can now fetch up to US$50 000 per kilogram. The only way for a horn to be harvested and transported legitimately is through trophy hunting where export and imports permits are granted under the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES).
However, what CITES has failed to take into account and what few people are aware of is that rhino horn is in fact a renewable resource. Unlike normal horn or ivory, it regrows if broken during a fight or if harvested. A representative of the Rhino Survival Trust in Windhoek declared that allowing the animal to be killed to harvest its horn was equivalent to “killing a sheep for its wool.”
The Trust is an NGO dedicated to proactive measures aimed at ensuring the survival of rhinos in Southern Africa and beyond. It has devised a proposal that relies on the legalisation of rhino horn trade in Namibia so that the Government, communities and private land owners can reap the full economic benefits the species have to offer. The renewability of rhino horn means that a single rhino can provide multiple horns in a lifetime as well as continue to breed, rather than dying so as to produce only one horn. Should the Government facilitate such harvesting of horns under controlled, safe and humane conditions the demands of the East Asian market would be met. There would be no loss of life and all profits would go to the above stakeholders and for reinvestment in conservation. The reliability of the legitimate supply would make it more attractive to consumers and demand for riskier, black market horn would soon vanish.

The near monopoly over the remaining rhinos in Africa held by Namibia and South Africa combined would mean that the resource could be held in National Banks similarly to gold and diamonds and packaged in varying quantities and qualities at set prices. Representatives of interested countries would be welcomed to attend regular sales where prices and amounts would not be negotiable. Only countries whose representatives make purchases would be invited back.
Such measures under Government regulation would shift all the power in the market into the hands of rhino owners and custodians, including conservancies around Namibia. The Rhino Survival Trust proposal estimates that horn could be harvested from each rhino once every three years and that if harvesting was staggered correctly, profit could be made year round. As well as man induced harvesting, horns from dead rhinos and horns lost during fights could add to the supply, whereas they are currently stockpiled for no economic purpose.

The potential for profits made on rhino horns also bring opportunities for the liberation of land use. If rhinos are seen as a viable livestock option, the redistribution of the species to other protected areas, conservancies and private landowners would provide stakeholders with a reliable source of income that is robust in the face of ongoing environmental degradation or climate change. It would greatly assist in Namibia’s land reform process, making land for resettlement more economically viable.
The Rhino Survival Trust has received backing from numerous NGOs around Namibia and South Africa as well as from Wildlife Parks. Dr. Kalumbi Shangula, the Ministry of Environment and Tourism Permanent Secretary, stated that the legalisation was a theory he was aware of but that the Ministry remained cautious about the implications. CITES has similarly withheld open support for the project for reasons that are unclear. However, with the 16th meeting of the Conference of the Parties to CITES to take place in March 2013, Namibia only has until September this year to put forward a proposal or be forced to wait another four years, a period the rhino population may not survive.

The Rhino Survival Trust has declared itself willing to help draft a proposal for the Namibian authorities to review and amend as it sees fit, and has even secured funds for that purpose but unless the Ministry of Environment and Tourism changes its stance the project will not progress. The Trust is convinced of the economic and environmental sustainability of the proposal and has urged the Ministry to reconsider and throw its weight behind the movement. Rhino horn is, after all, now Namibia’s most valuable renewable natural resource. It gives Namibia a global comparative advantage – which is precisely what Vision 2030 calls on the Nation to unleash.
Although rhinos in Namibia have not yet come under the same levels of pressure as they have in South Africa, it is probably only a matter of time before the situation changes. If Namibia and South Africa continue to stall until the proverbial Golden Goose is killed while refusing to sell its golden eggs it is likely that nothing will be gained and all lost.
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Mongabay.com: Logging of primary rainforests not ecologically sustainable, argue scientists
25 January 2012

Tropical countries may face a risk of 'peak timber' as continued logging of rainforests exceeds the capacity of forests to regenerate timber stocks and substantially increases the risk of outright clearing for agricultural and industrial plantations, argues a trio of scientists writing in the journal Biological Conservation. The implications for climate, biodiversity, and local economies are substantial.

Reviewing an extensive body of recent scientific literature, Philip Shearman of the University of Papua New Guinea and Australian National University, Jane Bryan of the University of Papua New Guinea and the University of Tasmania, and William F. Laurance of James Cook University conclude that dominant harvesting practices in tropical forests do not allow enough time for forestry recovery, leading to significant degradation of biodiversity and carbon stocks. The researchers extend their argument to conventional logging approaches as well as "sustainable forest management" techniques like reduced-impact logging (RIL), which aim to cut collateral damage to the forest from selective logging.
"The recovery time taken for logged forest to resemble primary rainforest in biomass, timber volume and species diversity has been variously estimated at 45–100 years, 120 years, and 150–500 years," they write. "Larger rainforest trees can range in age from many decades to a millennium or more, illustrating that recovery of large trees in logged forests requires far more than the nominal 30–35 year logging cycles commonly applied in the tropics."

Shearman and colleagues says this inherent lack of sustainability motivates loggers to continually move into virgin forest areas to maintain timber production. Eventually loggers will find it harder and harder to find high value tropical forests to log, say the authors, pointing to several Asian countries — including Malaysia, Thailand, Laos, the Philippines, and the Solomon Islands — which have already seen their timber production peak.

Shearman and colleagues use the Solomon Islands as a case study for the fate that can befall tropical countries that rely heavily on old-growth forest logging to produce raw-logs, which are "generally absent" from secondary forests.

"For nearly a decade, the nation had been warned that the volume of timber annually harvested from native forests was too high and, if unchecked, that timber stocks would be seriously depleted by 2012," they write. "In 2009, the Central Bank of the Solomon Islands asserted that exhaustion of timber stocks had arrived even earlier than predicted and its economic consequences were likely to be severe."
The scientists note that even rich countries have struggled to successfully implement "sustainable" forestry in the tropics, where valuable trees occur at a lower density than in temperate regions due to the high levels of biodiversity.

"Even in north Queensland, Australia, where advanced stand-yield models were eventually used to set annual timber quotas and the Queensland Forestry Department was heavily subsidized by government revenues, timber yields declined sharply from the 1960s to 1980s, as virgin or near-virgin forests were exhausted," they write. "If sustainable logging largely failed in north Queensland, what chance does it have in most developing nations, where economic pressures are paramount and a range of other complications, such as poor enforcement of environmental regulations, weak or non-existent land tenure, and often-high discount rates, further militate against sustainable forest management?"

The experience in Australia seems to suggest that certification schemes based on first-time logging of primary tropical forests would require extended recovery times — upwards of 50 years — to be considered remotely sustainable. Like other resource-extracting industries, the logging sector tends to overcapitalize and overexploit.

"Having lower harvest intensities and longer rotation times becomes very difficult under these circumstances," Laurance told mongabay.com via email. "It's usually about 'cut and run', which is the pattern one really sees now with the Malaysian and other logging multinationals. This is fine for the multinationals but bad for timber-producing countries."

Logging today, gone tomorrow

Selective logging can be damaging in and of itself to forest ecology, but even more worrying for the authors is that logging in any form substantially increases the risk of complete forest clearing.

"[Rigorously implemented RIL] fails to address the insidious problem that, in most parts of the world, logging catalyses much deforestation," they write. "Across tropical Africa, Asia, and the Americas, labyrinths of logging roads have opened up vast swaths of formerly remote forest for colonization, hunting, illegal mining and other destructive activities."

Clearing of previously logged forest is particularly acute in Indonesia, where palm oil producers and pulp and paper companies have converted vast swathes of land for plantations. The authors note that Indonesia's recent decision to exclude some 35 million hectares of logged-over secondary forest from their moratorium on new concessions for plantations was in part driven by accessibility granted by logging roads.

Could carbon payments stop unsustainable logging


Raw logs in Gabon

Raw logs in Gabon. Photo by Rhett A. Butler.

Logging is expected to figure prominently in a climate change mitigation measure known as reducing emissions from deforestation and degradation (REDD), which is currently under discussion in international climate talks. The concept originally aimed to fund relatively conventional forest conservation, but has since been expanded to REDD+ to include activities that degrade forests and therefore produce carbon dioxide. REDD+ may involve logging in two ways: providing funds to prevent it outright in a project area or acting as a form of subsidy to shift conventional logging practices toward less damaging ones (REDD+ compensation is based on reductions in emissions relative to a predetermined baseline). The authors make the case that because any form of logging degrades tropical forest, "REDD+ funds should be directed at initiatives designed to keep loggers and their associated road networks out of forests, rather than merely modifying logging operations."

"Compensating governments not to log is arguably the easiest and most practical means to reduce greenhouse-gas emissions from the forestry sector, whereas paying to restore logged forests in regions, where their degradation continues apace is difficult to justify."

The authors also highlight opportunities to directly tackle tropical forest logging, including bans on raw-log exports that have been adopted by many countries, reducing annual allowable cuts and extending rotation times, eliminating barriers to community ownership of forests through land tenure reform, cutting subsidies that favor industrial forestry, and establishing protected areas where logging is prohibited. Shearman, Bryan, and Laurance conclude that unless the logging industry undergoes fundamental changes, "logged tropical forests will continue to be overharvested and, far too frequently, cleared afterward, leading to an inevitable global decline in native timber supplies."

The impacts could be dire for global ecology as well as forest-dependent economies. The authors compared it to concerns in other sectors.

"It has become common these days to speak of 'peak oil' and 'peak phosphorus'. In the tropics, we assert, we should also begin seriously to consider the implications of 'peak timber'."
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UN News Centre: UN launches online database to help businesses adapt to climate change

26 January 2012

A new online database launched today by the United Nations will showcase successful strategies that businesses and communities are using to adapt to climate change while simultaneously increasing their profits and using their resources more efficiently.

The database, which can be accessed through the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) website, features more than 100 examples from companies such as Coca-Cola, Levi’s, Microsoft and Starbucks, which share the details of their business-friendly adaptation practices.

“By showcasing private sector adaptation success stories, we intend to help both communities and businesses become more climate-resilient and to put the benefits and business sense of adaptation firmly on the agenda of the private sector,” said UNFCCC Executive Secretary Christiana Figueres, speaking from the World Economic Forum in Davos.

Climate risks which affect communities around the world are always also business risks.

“Climate risks which affect communities around the world are always also business risks,” she added.

Examples of best practices in the database include efforts to make drinking water clean and safe in developing countries and efforts to improve the yield of coffee beans in regions that are particularly vulnerable to climate change. They also cover activities such as the development of climate-friendly goods and services and climate proofing the supply chains of companies.

Ms. Figueres underscored the importance of businesses and governments implementing measures to prepare for natural disasters such as massive floods, as these have a big impact on the operation of local and global businesses.

“The initiatives detailed in the database both show how the private sector can secure early advantages by adapting without waiting for absolute policy certainty at the international level, and how governments and the private sector can work together to respond to climate change now. Public-private partnerships and cooperation with a wide range of stakeholders is becoming increasingly important to ensure successful implementation,” Ms. Figueres said.

In addition to the new database, the UNFCCC secretariat’s Momentum for Change Initiative provides a platform to showcase successful public-private partnerships at all levels that have led to positive changes for both people and the climate.

The database is part of a wider effort by UNFCCC following the UN Climate Change Conference in Durban, South Africa, to prioritize adaptation efforts as well as mitigation of natural disasters.
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UN News Centre: Talks open on draft outcome document for UN sustainable development conference
25 January 2012

The first round of informal discussions on the proposed outcome document of the United Nations conference on sustainable development that will be held in Brazil in June got under way in New York today with a senior UN official calling for an ambitious and yet practical conclusion.

“When world leaders gather in Rio in five months, we need to present them with an ambitious and yet practical outcome that equals the magnitude of today’s challenges,” said Sha Zukang, the Secretary-General of the UN Conference on Sustainable Development (Rio+20), which will be held in Rio de Janeiro beginning 20 June.

“We need a robust outcome from Rio+20, with reinvigorated political commitments by all countries. We need strong decisions…strong in commitments and strong in actions,” he said.

The informal round of talks on the outcome document is the first in a series of negotiating sessions to be held in March, April, May and June in the run up to the conference.

Mr. Sha, who is the UN Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Social Affairs, urged governments and civil society to focus on possible sustainable development goals, and on whether these would take into account specific national circumstances.

He also urged them to consider the “complementarity” between the proposed Sustainable Development Council and the Economic and Social Council; and how Rio+20 would drive the dissemination and transfer of state-of-the-art technologies on mutually agreed terms from developed to developing countries.

Eradicating poverty and building socially just and inclusive societies, while protecting the planet’s fragile eco-systems remain the defining challenges of the 21st century, Mr. Sha said.

The multiple crises of food, energy, climate, finance and employment shape the different facets of the challenges, he said, adding that they reminded humanity that problems are interconnected and must be tackled together.

The so-called “zero draft” of the outcome document was prepared from more than 6,000 pages of submissions from Member States, international organizations and civil society.
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FAO: Africa: Green Investments in the Marine Sector Can Bring Tide of Economic and Social Benefits

Healthy seas and coasts would pay healthy dividends in a green economy, according to a report released by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), International Maritime Organization (IMO), United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UN-DESA), International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), WorldFish Center and GRID-Arendal, that highlights the huge potential for economic growth and poverty eradication from well-managed marine sectors. The report, Green Economy in a Blue World, argues that the ecological health and economic productivity of marine and coastal ecosystems, which are currently in decline around the globe, can be boosted by shifting to a more sustainable economic approach that taps their natural potential - from generating renewable energy and promoting eco-tourism, to sustainable fisheries and transport.

The synthesis report also examines how Small Island Developing States (SIDS), such as those in the Asia-Pacific and Caribbean regions, can take advantage of green economy opportunities to reduce their vulnerability to climate change and promote sustainable growth. With as much as 40 per cent of the global population living within 100 kilometres of the coast, the world's marine ecosystems (termed the 'Blue World' in the report) provide essential food, shelter and livelihoods to millions of people. But human impacts are increasingly taking their toll the health and productivity of the world's oceans. "In the run-up to Rio+20, this report shows that a shift to a Green Economy can if comprehensively implemented unlock the potential of marine ecosystems to fuel economic growth - particularly in small island developing states - but in ways that ensure that future generations derive an equitable share of marine resources and services, added Mr. Steiner." 

AlertNet (Malawi): Traditional Leaders Step Up to Help Fight Forest Fires

Malawi's traditional leaders have been enlisted to help prevent forest fires that are threatening livelihoods, producing climate-changing emissions and damaging the environment in this southeast African nation. "As community leaders we should take a leading role in preventing and putting out fires," said Paramount Chief M'mbelwa of Mzimba during a meeting on fire prevention. Those efforts may include things like improving labour relations to curb arson fires by disgruntled plantation employees, and limiting the sale of beer within plantations, as drinking is linked to fires from dropped cigarettes, and limiting the use of muzzleloader guns, also believed to be setting off fires.

As the dry season nears once more, some traditional leaders feel they have a role to play both in preventing the fires and in managing any outbreak. In Malawi, traditional leaders - from village heads to paramount chiefs whose jurisdiction covers large geographic areas - inherit their moral authority by birth, and their pronouncements are heeded by communities and given weight in courts of law. At the recent meeting in the Viphya plantation, organized by Raiply Malawi Limited - a 20,000 hectare (49,000 acre) concession holder within the plantation - the traditional leaders agreed to set up committees to help prevent and extinguish fires. The leaders discussed factors that may contribute to the outbreak of fires, including smoking and the sale of beer within the plantation and the use of locally made muzzleloader guns for hunting, as the bullets contain match heads that can ignite fires when shot. 

SciDev.Net (Kenya): Gaps in traps make for sustainable fisheries

Fitting traditional fish traps with 'escape gaps' dramatically reduces the catch of non-target fish while maintaining fishers' incomes, according to research in Kenya. Key to protecting fisheries is increasing sustainability without sacrificing the size of fishers' catches, Emmanuel Mbaru a researcher with the Wildlife Conservation Society, has said. Local fishermen built traditional basket traps and then added vertical rectangular gaps, 2–4 centimetres by 30 centimetres, to their sides. These gaps allow juvenile and narrow-bodied species to escape but retain larger target species.

The innovation is already being adopted in several fishing areas on the Kenyan coast and Mbaru hopes these successful experiments will encourage others to take up the technique. He said this low-cost, low-tech innovation can contribute to poverty reduction and increase the biodiversity of fishery ecosystems.  
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UNEP or UN in the news

Stuff: Cleaner oceans would boost world economy 

Cleaner and better-managed seas and coasts would help boost economic growth and reduce poverty and pollution, a United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) report said on Wednesday. 

The report, produced with several other UN organisations, highlights the huge potential of a marine-based economy some five months before world governments meet to discuss pathways to  more sustainable development at a UN conference in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. 

Around 40 per cent of the global population lives within 100 kilometres of a coast so the world's marine ecosystems provide essential food, shelter and jobs to millions of people. 

But pollution from oil spills, fertilisers, waste, sewage and chemicals, as well as over-fishing, have damaged the health and productivity of the seas. 

By using oceans to generate renewable energy and eco-tourism and shifting to more sustainable fisheries and transport, that trend could be reversed and islands in Asia and the Caribbean could reduce their vulnerability to climate change, UNEP said. 

''Stepping up green investments in marine and coastal resources and enhancing international co-operation in managing these trans-boundary ecosystems are essential if a transition to low-carbon, resource efficient green economy is to be realised,'' said UNEP executive director Achim Steiner. 

The report recommended key steps for ''greening'' the seas across areas such as tourism, fishing, transport, pollution, renewable energy and deep-sea mining. 

CLEANING UP 

Fertilisers such as nitrogen and phosphorous have helped to increase crop yields but their use has led to the degradation of marine ecosystems and groundwater. 

The amount of nitrogen reaching the oceans has risen three-fold from pre-industrial levels and this could rise by almost another three times by 2050 if no action is taken. 

Marine pollution costs US$100 billion ($123 billion) in the European Union alone, the report said, but this could be reduced by stricter regulation of fertiliser use, removal and management and through subsidies to encourage nutrient recycling. 

The world economy could also gain up to US$50b a year by restoring fish stocks and reducing fishing capacity, according to the UN Food and Agriculture Organisation and the World Bank. 

Investments in fuel-efficient fishing methods and environmentally-friendly feeds for aquaculture systems would help reduce the fishing sector's carbon footprint. 

Cleaner fuels and more energy-efficient ship designs could help cut emissions from the maritime industry which currently accounts for almost 5 per cent of global C02 emissions. 

This is expected to increase by 72 per cent by the end of the decade as demand for seaborne goods hits all-time highs. 

Ships are also responsible for transporting harmful organisms in their ballast water which can harm marine ecosystems. The effects of the transfer in nuisance and on exotic aquatic species is estimated to cost US$100b a year. 

Wind, wave and tidal power could create many jobs and help reduce greenhouse gas emissions, but in 2008 these technologies represented only 1 per cent of total renewable energy production. 

Ad Feedback  Installed capacity is not likely to rise significantly until after 2020 as technology costs remain high and most projects are still in the demonstration phase. 

Greater financial incentives are needed to encourage the private sector to develop more plants and bring costs down. 

The report said deep-sea mining for minerals was a possible new revenue stream which could help boost the world's economy and relieve some of the burden on the terrestrial environment. 

But the deep sea is a largely unknown environment and badly managed mining could put more pressure on already stressed marine ecosystems. 



UN News Centre: Green investment needed in marine sector to trigger economic, social benefits – UN 

25 January 2012

The economic productivity of the marine sector can be significantly boosted by shifting to a more sustainable approach that focuses on green activities such as renewable energy, eco-tourism and sustainable transport, according to a United Nations report released today.

The report by the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), ‘Green Economy in a Blue World,’ looks at six different economic areas in the marine sector and provides recommendations on how to boost their potential by implementing green measures.

“Oceans are a key pillar for many countries in their development and fight to tackle poverty, but the wide range of ecosystem services, including food security and climate regulation, provided by marine and coastal environments are today under unprecedented pressure,” said UNEP Executive Director Achim Steiner. 

In the run-up to Rio+20, this report shows that a shift to a green economy can, if comprehensively implemented, unlock the potential of marine ecosystems to fuel economic growth

“Stepping up green investments in marine and coastal resources and enhancing international cooperation in managing these transboundary ecosystems are essential if a transition to low-carbon, resource-efficient green economy is to be realized,” he said.

The six economic areas examined by the report include fisheries and aquaculture, marine transport, ocean nutrient pollution, marine-based renewable energy, coastal tourism, and deep-sea minerals.

“This report provides concrete examples of how emerging ocean industries – including ocean energy and aquaculture industries – can become more profitable, more sustainable, and meet the needs of a growing population without sacrificing the health of our fragile ocean ecosystems,” said Linwood Pendleton, one of the contributors to the report and Director of Ocean and Coastal Policy at the Nicholas Institute for Environmental Policy Solutions.

In addition, the report also examines how small island developing States (SIDS), such as those in the Asia-Pacific and Caribbean regions, can take advantage of green economy opportunities to reduce their vulnerability to climate change and promote sustainable growth. 

The report seeks to stimulate countries to take action as they prepare for the UN Conference on Sustainable Development (Rio+20) in Brazil in June, according to a news release issued by UNEP.

“In the run-up to Rio+20, this report shows that a shift to a green economy can, if comprehensively implemented, unlock the potential of marine ecosystems to fuel economic growth – particularly in small island developing States but in ways that ensure that future generations derive an equitable share of marine resources and services,” said Mr. Steiner.

The report was produced by UNEP in collaboration with the UN Development Programme (UNDP), the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), the UN International Maritime Organization (IMO), the UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UN-DESA), the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), the WorldFish Center and GRID-Arendal.



Eco-business: Green Economy in a Blue World 

25 January 2012

Healthy seas and coasts would pay healthy dividends in a green economy, according to a report released by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and partners that highlights the huge potential for economic growth and poverty eradication from well-managed marine sectors.

The report, Green Economy in a Blue World, argues that the ecological health and economic productivity of marine and coastal ecosystems, which are currently in decline around the globe, can be boosted by shifting to a more sustainable economic approach that taps their natural potential – from generating renewable energy and promoting eco-tourism, to sustainable fisheries and transport.

The report was produced by UNEP in collaboration with the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), International Maritime Organization (IMO), United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UN-DESA), International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), WorldFish Center and GRID-Arendal.

It highlights how the sustainable management of fertilizers would help reduce the cost of marine pollution caused by nitrogen and other nutrients used in agriculture, which is estimated at US$100 billion (EUR 80 billion) per year in the European Union alone.

With five months to go before world governments meet at the UN Conference on Sustainable Development (Rio+20) in Brazil, Green Economy in a Blue World presents a case to stimulate countries to unlock the vast potential of the marine-based economy in a paradigm shift that would significantly reduce degradation to our oceans, while alleviating poverty and improving livelihoods.

The synthesis report also examines how Small Island Developing States (SIDS), such as those in the Asia-Pacific and Caribbean regions, can take advantage of green economy opportunities to reduce their vulnerability to climate change and promote sustainable growth.

With as much as 40 per cent of the global population living within 100 kilometres of the coast, the world’s marine ecosystems (termed the ‘Blue World’ in the report) provide essential food, shelter and livelihoods to millions of people. But human impacts are increasingly taking their toll the health and productivity of the world’s oceans.

Green Economy in a Blue World lays out a series of recommendations across six marine-based economic sectors.

Fisheries and aquaculture

Approximately 30 per cent of the world’s fish stocks are overexploited, depleted, or recovering from depletion and 50 per cent are fully exploited.

According to FAO and World Bank estimates, the world economy can gain up to USD 50 billion annually by restoring fish stocks and reducing fishing capacity to an optimal level.

» Aquaculture, the fastest growing food production sector, is creating new jobs and trade opportunities. But when poorly planned, it can increase pressure on the already suffering marine and coastal ecosystems.

» Adoption of green technologies and investments to lower fossil fuel use could dramatically reduce the carbon footprint of the sector while enhancing its contribution to economic growth, food and nutrition security and poverty reduction. Green technologies include low-impact fuel-efficient fishing methods and innovative aquaculture production systems using environmentally friendly feeds.

» Small-scale producers and traders in developing countries make up the majority of the 530 million fishery-dependent people in the world.  Strengthening regional and national fisheries agencies, as well as community and trade fishing associations andcooperatives, will be critical to the sustainable and equitable use of marine resources.

Marine transport

International shipping transports around 90 per cent of world commerce and is the safest, most secure, most efficient and most environmentally sound means of bulk transportation. The sector already benefits from a global regulatory framework and agreements such as the MARPOL Convention, which regulate emissions of air pollutants and energy efficiency measures.

Further greening of the sector could be achieved, argues the report, by supporting countries to implement and enforce standards, switching ships to environmentally sound fuel sources and preventing the transfer of invasive aquatic species transported via ships’ ballast water or hulls (the effects of which are estimated to cost US$100 billion a year), and addressing the technical, operational and environmental aspects of the increasing size of ships.

Marine-based renewable energy

Marine-based renewable energy (wind, wave and tidal) potential is high, yet in 2008 these energy technologies represented just one per cent of all renewable energy production.

Installed capacity is unlikely to become significant until after 2020, because, with the exception of offshore wind energy, most marine-based renewable energy technologies are in the conceptual or demonstration phase. Technical costs also remain a barrier.

Marine-based renewable energy also carries significant potential for green job creation.  The type and scale of opportunity will vary according to national context and energy source.

To harness the potential of marine-based renewable energy to drive a green economy, the report recommends:

» Consistent long-term policies, with specific targets for marine-based renewable energy, and targeted financial support from governments to overcome technical barriers. Incentives such as grants, subsidies and tax credits are required to encourage private investment to move from small prototypes to pilot plants.

» Governments need to proactively guide developments to reduce potential for social environmental and legal conflicts and promote synergies with other marine users.

Ocean nutrient pollution

Fertilizers such as nitrogen and phosphorous are essential to global food security and have played a key role in increasing crop yields.  But inefficient use of nutrients is contributing to the degradation of marine ecosystems and groundwater, including the formation of oxygen-poor ‘dead’ zones.

The amount of nitrogen reaching oceans and coasts has increased three-fold from pre-industrial levels – primarily due to agricultural run-off and untreated sewage. This could expand by up to 2.7 times by 2050 under a ‘business as usual’ scenario.

The report says nutrient pollution and can be reduced – and innovation, public-private partnerships and job creation enhanced – through:

» A ‘cyclical approach’ including substantial recovery and recycling of waste nutrients

» Policy instruments that include stricter regulation of nutrient removal from wastewater, mandatory nutrient management plans in agriculture and enhanced regulation of manure.

» Subsidies that encourage nutrient recycling

Coastal tourism

The tourism economy represents 5 percent of global GDP and contributes 6 to 7 per cent of total employment. Estimates are that more than one-third of travellers favour environmentally friendly tourism.

There is considerable potential for creating more green jobs in the tourism sector, given that one job in the core industry is shown to create one and a half jobs in tourism-related sectors. Sourcing local products (from sustainable farming and fishing) and safeguarding local culture are examples of where green investments could be targeted.

Key steps outlined in the report include:

» Improving waste management to save money, create jobs and improve the appearance of tourism destinations

» Mobilising multi-sector partnerships and financing strategies to spread the costs and risks of green investments and support small and medium size enterprises (which represent the majority of tourism businesses).

» Investment in energy efficiency, which can generate significant returns within short payback periods

» Cross-sectoral consultation (between governments, communities and businesses) and integrated coastal zone management to help ensure sound development strategies in tourist areas that meet the needs of diverse stakeholders

Deep-sea minerals

Deep-sea minerals are a possible new revenue stream that could support national development goals.  However, the deep-sea environment is one of the least understood regions of the planet and there is still only a rudimentary understanding of the ecosystems services that these environments support. Management of these resources must be informed by sound science and best environmental practices applied.

» All stakeholders need to be considered when managing deep-sea mining activities in the context of sustainable use of oceans. Management practices should be holistic, based on an integrated overview of all present and future human uses and ecosystems services.

Copies of the Green Economy in a Blue World report can be downloaded from www.unep.org and 



Business World: Fund to restore coral reefs 

26 January 2012

THE ENVIRONMENT department is allocating P14.05 million for the restoration of five coral reef areas this year in line with the aim of preserving marine resources, an official said yesterday.

Protected Areas and Wildlife Bureau Director Theresa Mundita S. Lim disclosed the plan in a training session for journalists organized by the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP).

“We are looking at spending P2.810 million per site for restoration. We plan to restore five sites this year,” she said.

She said the Tacdogan reef in Ticao Island will be one of the sites in the restoration program this year. “The other sites are still being selected.”

The bureau intends to come up with a coral reef restoration program until next year, Ms. Lim said.

The need to restore coral reefs is necessary with studies conducted by the bureau showing that only 4% of the country’s coral reefs are in excellent condition and the bulk or 42% in fair condition, she said.

She said 27% of the country’s coral reefs were of good quality while a similar percentage was the opposite.

She noted that over-fishing and development activities which are not planned well are threatening the country’s coral reefs.

Vincent Sweeney, coordinator of the Global Program of Action Coordination Office at the UNEP said in the same event that marine litter, sewage and nutrients from fertilizers used in farming which go to the waters are among the pollutants threatening the country’s coral reefs. -- L. D. Desiderio 



Philippine Daily Inquirer : Marine dead zones to put Philippines at risk—UN  

23 January 2012

The United Nations and government environment officials have warned of increasing number of marine dead zones in the world, putting countries like the Philippines, which depend heavily on the oceans for food and jobs, in a precarious economic position.

Speaking at the first “Global Conference on Land-Ocean Connections,” UN Environment Program (UNEP) Director on Environmental Policy Ibrahim Thiaw warned on Monday of exploding marine litter from cities, fertilizers, tourism and industrial activities.

The pollutants from land have choked the life out in some of the world’s oceans, which have led to loss of habitats and species, he said.

“The health and integrity of our coasts have been further impacted by increased urbanization and tourism, over-exploitation of natural resources, and the ever-increasing marine pollution loads from maritime and land-based activities,” Thiaw said.

“One specific threat is the proliferation of ‘dead zones,’ where excess algal blooms stimulated by fertilizers and sewage are consuming all of the oxygen in the water, resulting in no or little life left in these areas. Over 240,000 square kilometers of estuaries and shelf areas and some of the most productive waters are affected by this threat,” he said.

The issue of wastes and litter in the world’s oceans and tributaries has often been neglected, Thiaw said, adding that the pollutants are out of sight and, therefore, “out of mind” of the communities and governments.

Sewage, for example, is a major source of pollution in the water. According to Thiaw, the world discharges 3 billion tons of wastewater every day and only 10 percent is treated. The rest of the waste would end up in estuaries and in the seas, damaging marine habitats and contaminating fisheries, he said.

Thiaw noted that dead zones have been increasing in Asia. The largest whirlpool of microscopic trash in the world can be found in the Pacific high seas, a major spawning and fishing ground for the Philippines.

Thiaw noted that dead zones in the developing world could result in huge economic losses for countries dependent on marine resources.

In the Philippines, for instance, it could mean a decline in the quality of fishes for food and loss of jobs for millions of Filipino fishermen and their families.

The Philippines, the second-largest archipelago in the world, has one of the longest coastlines at nearly 40,000 kilometers.

The seas supply more than 80 percent of the animal protein of the Filipino public and more than 60 percent of the country’s 96 million population lives near the coast, according to Environment Secretary Ramon Paje.

“These bare facts alone underscore both the importance of marine and coastal resources to our people, and the strain and stress that land-based activities exert on these resources in particular and on the oceans in general,” Paje said.

Aside from the land-ocean connection conference, the UNEP will also conduct the Third Intergovernmental Review Meeting (IGR3) on the Implementation of the Global Program of Action (GPA) for the Protection of the Marine Environment.

Thiaw explained that the GPA has been meant to respond to the threats on the world’s oceans by helping governments and communities manage their land-based activities to reduce the impact on marine ecosystems.

Around 500 participants, 200 of whom from different countries around the world, are expected to attend the twin events organized by the UNEP.

The participants will include representatives from over 70 governments, as well as scientists and marine experts.

Paje said the outcome of the meeting, a non-legally binding document that would guide countries on how to protect their seas and coasts, would be called the Manila Declaration. It would be one of the inputs in the UN Rio + 20 Conference on Sustainable Development in June, he said.



UN News Centre: UN chief outlines five-year action plan to build ‘the future we want’ 

25 January 2012

Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon today outlined a series of actions he believes the global community must take over the next five years to build “the future we want.” 

In a speech to the General Assembly last September Mr. Ban presented five imperatives – or generational opportunities – that must be addressed to ensure a better future for the world’s people. 

These are sustainable development; preventing and mitigating conflicts, human rights abuses and the impacts of natural disasters; building a safer and more secure world; supporting countries in transition; and working to engage the talents of women and young people. 

“Today I want to share with you an action agenda for the coming five years,” he told the Assembly as he returned to the rostrum to brief Member States on his vision for his second term. 

A plan to help create a safer, more secure, more sustainable, more equitable future. A plan to build the future we want.

“A plan to make the most of the opportunities before us. A plan to help create a safer, more secure, more sustainable, more equitable future. A plan to build the future we want,” he said.

The “action agenda” presented today describes specific measures regarding each of the five imperatives, including an unprecedented campaign to wipe out five of the world’s major killers – malaria, polio, paediatric HIV infections, maternal and neonatal tetanus, and measles.

Mr. Ban also announced that the UN will work with Member States to make Antarctica a World Nature Preserve and that he will appoint a new special representative for youth. 

Among his other proposals is the convening of a first-of-its-kind World Humanitarian Summit to help share knowledge and establish common best practices, and the creation of a New UN Partnerships Facility to harness the full power of transformative partnerships across the world body. 

“Waves of change are surging around us,” he told the Assembly. “If we navigate wisely, we can create a more secure and sustainable future for all. The United Nations is the ship to navigate these waters…

“We are the venue for partnerships and action. Now is our moment. Now is the time to create the future we want,” he stated.

Speaking later to reporters, Mr. Ban said that in addition to the core business of the UN, he wanted his team to look deeply at the world and the UN’s work today. 

“I wanted to identify areas where opportunity and need come together like never before,” he said. “These are times of austerity. Yet… these are also times of promise. More people are becoming engaged; more people are empowered to make a real difference. 

“If we dedicate our energies and mobilize the UN system, we can move the needle for generations to come.”

General Assembly President Nassir Abdulaziz Al-Nasser commended the Secretary-General for his “bold, focused and forward-looking” action agenda, adding that the content, depth and breadth of his envisaged actions are truly relevant for the effectiveness, efficiency and smooth functioning of the UN. 

“As this universal global body is experiencing the unfolding of a world with all its complexities and challenges, prospects and potentials, I believe the Secretary-General has courageously articulated a set of action points that addresses the way our Organization, and in particular this Assembly, needs to respond to an ever-evolving global scene,” he told the 193-member body.

Also today, in keeping with the announcement last month that he intends to roll out changes to his senior team as he embarks on his second term, Mr. Ban said that Deputy Secretary-General Asha-Rose Migiro and Chef de Cabinet Vijay Nambiar will step down from their posts. 

Ms. Migiro will stay in office until the end of June to ensure continuity in the preparations for the UN Conference on Sustainable Development (Rio+20) that will take place in Brazil that month. Mr. Nambiar will serve as the Secretary-General’s Special Advisor on Myanmar, following the transition in the Secretary-General’s Executive Office.

In addition, the Under-Secretary-General for Management, Angela Kane; the Special Representative for Children and Armed Conflict, Radhika Coomaraswamy; and the Special Adviser for Prevention of Genocide, Francis Deng, will all be relinquishing their duties during the course of this year.



3News NZ: Rising wealth of Asians strains world fish stocks 

25 January 2012

Rising wealth in Asia and fishing subsidies are among factors driving overexploitation of the world's fish resources, while fish habitat is being destroyed by pollution and climate change, according to UN marine experts.

Up to 32 percent of the world's fish stocks are overexploited, depleted or recovering, they warned. Up to half of the world's mangrove forests and a fifth of coral reefs that are fish spawning grounds have been destroyed.

The UN Environment Programme says less-destructive ways of fishing that use more labour and less energy are needed to help restore the health of the world's oceans and coasts.

The agency is leading a five-day conference in Manila of experts and officials from 70 governments.

Jacqueline Alder, head of UNEP's marine, coastal and freshwater office, said the increasing ranks of rich Asians are driving demand for better quality fish that are often not abundant, adding pressure to their supply.

"People don't want to eat the little anchovies anymore when they can eat a nice snapper or grouper - much nicer fish, shows much more of your wealth," she told reporters.

Alder said booming population, more awareness of health benefits from eating fish, fuel and boat-building subsidies in industrial fisheries, weak management and limited understanding of ecosystems' values are also driving fish overexploitation.

She said subsidies should be reduced or eliminated, fishing gears should be less destructive, and the number of boats and fishers reduced. Habitat management should also be strengthened and marine protected areas established.

Fish is the main source of protein for up to 20 percent of the world's population and some 180 million people are directly or indirectly employed by the fishing industry, she added.

Vincent Sweeney, UNEP's coordinator for the Global Program of Action to prevent marine environment degradation from land-based pollutants, said up to 90 percent of sewage in developing countries is discharged untreated into rivers, lakes and oceans, posing one of the most serious threats to water resources.

Other pollutants from land including nitrogen and phosphorous from fertilizers and detergents result in hypoxia or "dead zones" where too many nutrients cause an undesirable growth of plants that compete with coral reef and other marine life for oxygen.

Jerker Tamelander, head of UNEP's coral reef unit, said healthy coral reefs can produce up to 35 tons of fish per square kilometre each year while there is a catch reduction of 67 tons for every square kilometre of clear-cut mangrove forest.

The global market value of marine and coastal resources and industries is estimated at $3 trillion per year or about 5 percent of the global economy, he said. Non-market value such as climate, water, nutrients and carbon regulation is estimated at $22 trillion a year.

"We've lost a fifth of the world's coral reefs and 60 percent are under direct and immediate threat and climate change plays an additional role in driving reef loss," he said.

Tamelander said the decline in coastal ecosystems' health and productivity can be reversed by shifting to greener and more sustainable strategies, addressing threats and better management that involves all stakeholders.

"The sooner we act, the easier it will be and the longer we wait the harder it will be," he warned.



The Borneo Post: Experts: Rich Asians threaten high-value fish 

25 January 2012

The growing ranks of wealthy Asians and their increasing appetite for more expensive fish are threatening stocks, potentially causing wider environmental damage, experts at a UN conference said yesterday.

As Asians became more prosperous, they prefer to eat more ‘high-value’ species, forcing fishermen to catch more of them even if it means using environmentally harmful and illegal methods, they said.

“Increased wealth, especially in Asia, had raised demand for more expensive fish like certain groupers and tunas,” said Jackie Alder, head of the marine coastal office of the UN Environment Programme.

“They are no longer satisfied with anchovies,” she told reporters on the sidelines of a UN conference on oceans in the Philippine capital.

She warned that fish production had stabilised at 80 million tonnes in the 1980s and scientists believe that it would not go any higher.

“There is no doubt that changing lifestyles and eating habits are having an effect on resources,” said Jerker Tamelander, head of the UN Environment Programme’s coral reef unit.

He cited the case of live groupers which are in such demand in Asia that fishermen use cyanide to stun them and catch them alive, even if this kills other fish and harms coral reefs. Even then, many of these groupers die during transport across Asia, he warned.

“There is high mortality, high transport costs but also high returns.”

Depleting the stocks of high-value fish could also upset the balance of nature in coral reefs, possibly leading to their degradation, he added. — AFP



Bangkok Post: Painting for a greener future 

26 January 2012

To raise awareness of environmental issues, The Mall Group has joined forces with the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) to organize the Tunza International Children's Painting Competition on the Environment. Youngsters between the ages of 6 and 14 are invited to submit art created under the theme, "green communities".

The deadline is February 15 and entries will be accepted at Siam Paragon, Emporium and all branches of The Mall.

The winners of the global and regional contests will get the chance to participate in UNEP's Tunza International Children's Conference and to win scholarships worth 1.5 million baht in total.

The Mall group is the main supplier of prizes this year for winners of the Thailand round of the contest.

Artwork must clearly show a practical example of a community living in harmony with its environment. The results of the contest will be released on April 22, while those of the national and global contests will be announced on World Environment Day, June 5.
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PNUMA / UNEP

Green Investments in the Marine Sector Can Bring Tide of Economic and Social Benefits
Enero 25, 2012 - UNEP

Report Spotlights Opportunities for Green Jobs and Growth in Tourism, Transport, Energy and Other Areas

Las inversiones ecológicas en el sector marino pueden aportar una marea de beneficios económicos y sociales 

Enero 25, 2012 - UNEP

Un informe destaca las oportunidades de empleos ecológicos y de crecimiento en el turismo, el transporte, la energía y otros sectores 

Regional

VENEZUELA: Reciclar papel salva árboles venezolanos
Enero 25, 2012 - Entorno Inteligente

Uno de los elementos que tradicionalmente se asocian a la lucha ambientalista es el reuso del papel, pues la gente ve con más claridad la relación reciclaje−ambiente: todos esas hojas blancas son arbolitos talados. "Aquí se tienen sembradíos de eucalipto de donde se saca el papel para el país, así que al reciclar estamos salvando arbolitos venezolanos. 

País: Venezuela

Con apoyo, la industria solar crecerá hasta 100%
Enero 25, 2012 - Ediciones Impresas Milenio

En 2012, la industria de paneles fotovoltaicos o solares prevé un crecimiento de 80 a 100 por ciento; esto, si se logra poner en marcha un financiamiento que permita a los usuarios residenciales de luz eléctrica acceder a créditos para la instalación de los sistemas sustentables.

País: México 

En Argentina instalan sistemas solares para calentar agua de las viviendas
Enero 25, 2012 - Tiempos Del Mundo

En el barrio La Perla, en la localidad bonaerense de Moreno, fueron instalados 33 Sistemas Solares Térmicos (SST) para calentar el agua que utilizan, consignó la estatal Télam.

País: Argentina 

Difunden el uso de los recursos naturales
Enero 25, 2012 - Excélsior

La Secretaría del Medio Ambiente local y la Conabio promoverán acciones de educación y concientización para el conocimiento y uso de dichos recursos

País: México 

Haiti launches electricity project
Enero 25, 2012 - Jamaica Gleaner

Haiti's president said Monday he hopes to double the number of rural households that receive electricity within two years by offering people small loans to buy solar kits.

País: Haití 

Central de pasada aporta al fortalecimiento en la generación de energía renovable
Enero 25, 2012 - Diario EL Centro

Infraestructura que estaba operativa desde fines de 2010, utiliza las aguas de los regantes para su funcionamiento

País: Chile 

Cooperación enfocada en proyectos energéticos
Enero 25, 2012 - El Nuevo Diario

Autoridades del Ministerio de Energía y Minas, MEM, confirmaron ayer que parte de los fondos que destinará el Banco Interamericano de Desarrollo, BID, a Nicaragua este año, estarán destinados a la ejecución de proyectos encaminados a la rehabilitación de las plantas hidroeléctricas Centroamérica y “

País: Nicaragua 

Brasil y Uruguay reciclarán residuos de manera conjunta
Enero 24, 2012 - Tucuman Noticias

Uruguay y Brasil acordaron poner en marcha una cadena binacional solidaria de reciclaje de residuos sólidos en base a un innovador proyecto de economía social, según destacó un comunicado del Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores uruguayo.

Regional 

Alternative energy use dependent on affordable packages
Enero 24, 2012 - The Barbados Advocate

More affordable packages to spur the use of alternative energy in Barbados – this is the suggestion of Dr. Delisle Worrell, Governor of the Central Bank of Barbados (CBB).

País: Barbados 

República Dominicana lleva a cabo la consulta nacional hacia Río+20
Enero 24, 2012 - Caribseek News

SANTO DOMINGO - Con la finalidad de consultar a representantes de diferentes sectores sobre los temas relevantes tratados en el proceso de Río + 20, fue celebrado un taller nacional donde se fijó el compromiso político del país y se destacaron los progresos y los retos en materia de economía verde e

País: República Dominicana 

Global

Para la FAO, la agricultura debe comprometerse con el planeta
Enero 25, 2012 - Granar S.A.

- «La agricultura tiene que comprometerse con el planeta y participar activamente de la próxima cumbre del Desarrollo Sustentable de la ONU Rio+20» que se celebrará en junio, afirmó ayer el director general de la FAO, José Graziano, durante el Foro Social Mundial en Porto Alegre.

Protección del medio marino
Enero 25, 2012 - Pulso Online

Los océanos cubren las dos terceras partes de la superficie de la Tierra y su protección se ha convertido en una de las principales cuestiones de las que se ocupan las Naciones Unidas.

Cambio climático pasa factura a las ciudades patrimonio de la humanidad.

Enero 24, 2012 - Cubadebate

Un total de 243 ciudades, consideradas patrimonio de la humanidad por UNESCO, sufren un deterioro incontenible debido al cambio climático, aseguró Denis Ricard, secretario general de la Organización de las Ciudades del Patrimonio Mundial (OCPM) Ricard advirtió que Italia, España y México, países co
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UNEP or UN in the News

Reuters: Clean up world seas to boost economy, UN body says
24 January 2012

Cleaner and better-managed seas and coasts would help boost economic growth and reduce poverty and pollution, a United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) report said on Wednesday.

The report, produced with several other U.N. organizations, highlights the huge potential of a marine-based economy some five months before world governments meet to discuss pathways to

more sustainable development at a U.N. conference in Rio de Janeiro,Brazil.

Around 40 percent of the global population lives within 100 kilometers of a coast so the world's marine ecosystems provide essential food, shelter and jobs to millions of people.

But pollution from oil spills, fertilizers, waste, sewage and chemicals, as well as over-fishing, have damaged the health and productivity of the seas.

By using oceans to generate renewable energy and eco-tourism and shifting to more sustainable fisheries and transport, that trend could be reversed and islands in Asia and the Caribbean could reduce their vulnerability to climate change, UNEP said.

"Stepping up green investments in marine and coastal resources and enhancing international co-operation in managing these trans-boundary ecosystems are essential if a transition to low-carbon, resource efficient green economy is to be realized," said UNEP executive director Achim Steiner.

The report recommended key steps for "greening" the seas across areas such as tourism, fishing, transport, pollution, renewable energy and deep-sea mining.

CLEANING UP

Fertilizers such as nitrogen and phosphorous have helped to increase crop yields but their use has led to the degradation of marine ecosystems and groundwater.

The amount of nitrogen reaching the oceans has risen three-fold from pre-industrial levels and this could rise by almost another three times by 2050 if no action is taken.

Marine pollution costs $100 billion dollars in the European Union alone, the report said, but this could be reduced by stricter regulation of fertilizer use, removal and management and through subsidies to encourage nutrient recycling.

The world economy could also gain up to $50 billion a year by restoring fish stocks and reducing fishing capacity, according to the U.N. Food and Agriculture Organization and the World Bank.

Investments in fuel-efficient fishing methods and environmentally-friendly feeds for aquaculture systems would help reduce the fishing sector's carbon footprint.

Cleaner fuels and more energy-efficient ship designs could help cut emissions from the maritime industry which currently accounts for almost 5 percent of global C02 emissions.

This is expected to increase by 72 percent by the end of the decade as demand for seaborne goods hits all-time highs.

Ships are also responsible for transporting harmful organisms in their ballast water which can harm marine ecosystems. The effects of the transfer in nuisance and on exotic aquatic species is estimated to cost $100 billion a year.

Wind, wave and tidal power could create many jobs and help reduce greenhouse gas emissions but in 2008 these technologies represented only 1 percent of total renewable energy production.

Installed capacity is not likely to rise significantly until after 2020 as technology costs remain high and most projects are still in the demonstration phase.

Greater financial incentives are needed to encourage the private sector to develop more plants and bring costs down.

The report said deep-sea mining for minerals was a possible new revenue stream which could help boost the world's economy and relieve some of the burden on the terrestrial environment.

But the deep sea is a largely unknown environment and badly managed mining could put more pressure on already stressed marine ecosystems.

(Editing by Keiron Henderson)

New York Times: Signs of New Life as U.N. Searches for a Climate Accord
24 January 2012

Critics and supporters alike agree that the U.N. forum for negotiating international climate change policies is an ungainly mess, its annual gatherings marked by discord, disarray and brinkmanship.


Each year, exhausted delegates and observers return home thinking that there has to be a better way to address what they believe to be one of the defining challenges of our time: the relentless warming of the planet and its impact on the world’s inhabitants.

But the recently concluded meeting in Durban, South Africa, which established a new mandate for concluding a binding agreement of some sort by 2015, has given the process new life and hushed many of its critics. For now.

“Apart from the fact that we took 36 hours longer than we expected, I actually think Durban will be proven by history to be the most encompassing and farthest reaching agreements that any climate conference has ever reached,” said Christiana Figueres, the Costa Rican diplomat who leads the U.N. Framework Convention on Climate Change, the body that oversees the negotiations.

She said that the crowning achievement of the meeting was the so-called Durban Platform for Enhanced Action, which requires the participating 194 nations to develop over the next four years “a protocol, another legal instrument or an agreed outcome with legal force” to reduce global greenhouse gas emissions, limit temperature rise and help developing countries make the transition to a cleaner energy economy.

The platform explicitly states that the resulting agreement will be “applicable to all parties,” erasing a 20-year-old distinction between rich and poor countries that has undermined the process.

Trevor Houser, a climate and energy analyst at the Rhodium Group and a former adviser to the chief American climate negotiator, Todd D. Stern, said that the Durban platform was promising because of what it did not say.

“There is no mention of historic responsibility or per capita emissions,” he wrote in an analysis of the Durban meeting. “There is no mention of economic development as the priority for developing countries. There is no mention of a difference between developed and developing country action. Rather it calls for urgent action by everyone and the widest possible collaboration.”

Though relatively sanguine about the U.N. process for now, Ms. Figueres, Mr. Hauser and others acknowledge that it represents only a fraction of the effort that will be needed to effectively address climate change.

Real progress will require individual countries to fulfill their voluntary pledges under previous U.N. agreements. Other international bodies, including the Group of 20 major economies, the Major Economies Forum and regional organizations like the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation group must step up their efforts on climate change and clean energy development. Governments and the private sector will have to dramatically expand investment in renewable energy technology.

And all this must happen as virtually every part of the world is experiencing economic malaise and political uncertainty. A number of key countries — including France, Japan, Mexico, Russia, South Korea and United States — are holding elections this year. The outcomes will affect, for example, the United States’ willingness to meet its emissions reduction targets and engage sincerely in international talks. Elections could also modify Japan’s and France’s continuing commitment to nuclear power after the Fukushima disaster.

“This is so large, so complex and so important that it cannot be entrusted to one single process,” Ms. Figueres said. “It must be attacked from multiple points. Everyone must be engaged. We are looking at nothing less than an energy and industrial revolution the likes of which we have never seen.”

She would not comment in detail on the stakes for the international negotiations of the American presidential and congressional elections. Climate change should be nonpartisan, she said.

Time Magazine: United Nations Conference Returns to Rio
25 January 2012

Representatives from around the world will be returning to Rio de Janeiro this June — 20 years after the U.N. Earth Summit — but this time the focus will be on sustainable development, not climate change, a Brazilian diplomat said Tuesday. Andre Correa do Lago, who heads the Brazilian delegation negotiating a draft of the outcome document for "Rio plus 20," said that climate change was too sensitive an issue for many countries, while sustainable development was something everybody could get behind.

"Climate change has very strong resistance from sectors that are going to be substantially altered, like the oil industry," Correa do Lago said. "The feeling we have, when we are discussing with such different countries, is that sustainable development is the right answer."

He said the refusal of many U.S. Republican candidates vying to challenge President Barack Obama in this year's elections to even acknowledge global warming was a problem highlighted the difficulty of addressing the issue in an international forum.

While the 1992 Earth Summit focused the world's attention on the dangers of global warming, this year's conference takes place in a world where economic concerns overshadow almost every other issue.

And while some fear that may doom the conference's chances of having much impact, Correa do Lago says it could also present an opportunity.

"We know we have an environmental crisis, we have a financial crisis, we have a job crisis, we have many crises at the same time now, in some countries many of these crises together and the fact is that sustainable development is the answer to that," Correa do Lago said.

The Earth Summit ended with a great spirit of optimism with representatives from 172 countries, including 108 heads of state or government, signing on to the United Nations Framework on Climate Change. 

But since then, with United States failing to ratify the Kyoto Protocols on global warming, and no real progress in reducing the emissions of the greenhouse gases believed to cause global warming, public interest has waned.

So June's conference will seek figure out how to implement policies that allow the world to grow and develop in a manner that is sustainable, not just environmentally but economically and socially as well, Correa do Lago said.

"To really make a change it has to have an economic logic, that's why we come back to the issue of having sustainable development as a paradigm for the economic sector," he said.

Washington Post: UN environment conference returns to Rio with emphasis on sustainable development
24 January 2012

Representatives from around the world will be returning to Rio de Janeiro this June — 20 years after the U.N. Earth Summit — but this time the focus will be on sustainable development, not climate change, a Brazilian diplomat said Tuesday.

Andre Correa do Lago, who heads the Brazilian delegation negotiating a draft of the outcome document for “Rio plus 20,” said that climate change was too sensitive an issue for many countries, while sustainable development was something everybody could get behind.

“Climate change has very strong resistance from sectors that are going to be substantially altered, like the oil industry,” Correa do Lago said. “The feeling we have, when we are discussing with such different countries, is that sustainable development is the right answer.”

He said the refusal of many U.S. Republican candidates vying to challenge President Barack Obama in this year’s elections to even acknowledge global warming was a problem highlighted the difficulty of addressing the issue in an international forum.

While the 1992 Earth Summit focussed the world’s attention on the dangers of global warming, this year’s conference takes place in a world where economic concerns overshadow almost every other issue.

And while some fear that may doom the conference’s chances of having much impact, Correa do Lago says it could also present an opportunity.

“We know we have an environmental crisis, we have a financial crisis, we have a job crisis, we have many crises at the same time now, in some countries many of these crises together and the fact is that sustainable development is the answer to that,” Correa do Lago said.

The Earth Summit ended with a great spirit of optimism with representatives from 172 countries, including 108 heads of state or government, signing on to the United Nations Framework on Climate Change.

But since then, with United States failing to ratify the Kyoto Protocols on global warming, and no real progress in reducing the emissions of the greenhouse gases believed to cause global warming, public interest has waned.

So June’s conference will seek figure out how to implement policies that allow the world to grow and develop in a manner that is sustainable, not just environmentally but economically and socially as well, Correa do Lago said.

“To really make a change it has to have an economic logic, that’s why we come back to the issue of having sustainable development as a paradigm for the economic sector,” he said.

Copyright 2012 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.

Huffington Post: UN conference returns to Rio with new emphasis
24 January 2012

Representatives from around the world will be returning to Rio de Janeiro this June – 20 years after the U.N. Earth Summit – but this time the focus will be on sustainable development, not climate change, a Brazilian diplomat said Tuesday.

Andre Correa do Lago, who heads the Brazilian delegation negotiating a draft of the outcome document for "Rio plus 20," said that climate change was too sensitive an issue for many countries, while sustainable development was something everybody could get behind.

"Climate change has very strong resistance from sectors that are going to be substantially altered, like the oil industry," Correa do Lago said. "The feeling we have, when we are discussing with such different countries, is that sustainable development is the right answer."

He said the refusal of many U.S. Republican candidates vying to challenge President Barack Obama in this year's elections to even acknowledge global warming was a problem highlighted the difficulty of addressing the issue in an international forum.

While the 1992 Earth Summit focussed the world's attention on the dangers of global warming, this year's conference takes place in a world where economic concerns overshadow almost every other issue.

And while some fear that may doom the conference's chances of having much impact, Correa do Lago says it could also present an opportunity.

"We know we have an environmental crisis, we have a financial crisis, we have a job crisis, we have many crises at the same time now, in some countries many of these crises together and the fact is that sustainable development is the answer to that," Correa do Lago said.

The Earth Summit ended with a great spirit of optimism with representatives from 172 countries, including 108 heads of state or government, signing on to the United Nations Framework on Climate Change.

But since then, with United States failing to ratify the Kyoto Protocols on global warming, and no real progress in reducing the emissions of the greenhouse gases believed to cause global warming, public interest has waned.

So June's conference will seek figure out how to implement policies that allow the world to grow and develop in a manner that is sustainable, not just environmentally but economically and socially as well, Correa do Lago said.

"To really make a change it has to have an economic logic, that's why we come back to the issue of having sustainable development as a paradigm for the economic sector," he said.

General Environment News

New York Times: California’s Lead in Solar is Slowly Eroding
25 January 2012
The growth of California’s local solar-power systems, not only on rooftops but in parking lots, farmers’ fields and vineyard irrigation ponds, has kept the state well ahead of others in the total power generated from photovoltaic systems.

In 2011, according to a new report by Environment California, California’s total capacity exceeded 1,000 megawatts — up from less than 10 megawatts in 2000.

But according to the Interstate Renewable Energy Council, the state’s lead — California was home to two-thirds of all PV solar capacity in the country in 2008 — is shrinking slowly as other states, particularly New Jersey, provide incentives that are leading to a burst of new installations (and new complaints.

Data was available nationally through 2010, when California had 869 megawatts of installed capacity, as reflected in the chart above.

A report released on Tuesday by Environment California pinpoints the areas of California that are are home to the most rapid growth of solar power. Cities including Los Angeles have tripled their solar capacity since 2009, but San Diego leads the state in the number of installations on residential, commercial and government buildings (4,500) and overall capacity (37 megawatts).

Los Angeles is close behind in total capacity (36 megawatts) but less so in the number of installations (4,000). San Jose ranks third with 31 megawatts of capacity and 2,733 installations.

But it is in smaller cities, like the northern coastal city of Santa Cruz; Rocklin, in Sacramento’s eastern suburbs (where a videographer and I reported on solar expansion in 2006); Clovis, east of Fresno near the foothills of the southern Sierra; and Davis, the university town west of the state capital, where the willingness to install photovoltaic arrays has penetrated most deeply. Each of these midsize cities has 10 photovoltaic arrays for every 1,000 residents.

Institutional investment, from municipal utilities to the Department of Defense, is also responsible for California’s continued growth in solar power. The Sacramento Municipal Utility District has long operated two solar arrays, with a combined capacity of 3.2 megawatts, while Edwards Air Force Base in the Mojave Desert is leasing 3,288 acres of its land for the construction of solar arrays whose capacity could exceed 500 megawatts.

The report’s authors in Environment California, an advocacy group, also recommend policy changes to provide more incentives to developers of small- and medium-size photovoltaic arrays.

Specifically, they want residential solar users to have a greater share of the financial benefits. They also advocate, for developers of medium-size systems of 10 megawatts or less, a so-called “feed-in-tarriff” of the kind that propelled Germany’s growth in solar power systems and won support in France and Britain.

Instead of limiting rebates to money already paid to the utility, the tariff permits owners of such systems to continue to receive compensation from utilities, even if it is in excess of the total payments they have made to the utility.

The report also supports new financing methods allowing a homeowners to share the cost of installation (often more than $20,000) with their utilities and to pay off their dept through surcharges on their monthly bills.

New York Times: A Legal Defense Fund for Climate Scientists
25 January 2012

For years, climate scientists have been assailed from many sides — through e-mail hacking, death threats, politician’s demands for documents, Freedom of Informationrequests (many having the strong smell of afishing expedition).

A Climate Science Legal Defense Fund set up last fall has taken on a formal affiliation withPublic Employees for Environmental Responsibility, an established nonprofit group offering aid and advice to government whistleblowers and scientists working on environmental issues.

Below you can read a news release distributed by one of the organizers of the fund, Scott A. Mandia, a physical sciences professor* at Suffolk County Community College. There will be three focal points, according to the fund Web site:

Litigation: The Climate Science Defense Fund is taking an active interest in litigation. Currently several climate scientists have litigation in the courts. The Climate Science Defense Fund will play an active role in helping raise funds for their defense, serving as a resource in finding pro-bono representation, and providing support during difficult litigation proceedings.

Education: The Climate Science Defense Fund will work to educate the scientific community about their rights and their responsibilities with regard to legal issues surrounding their work.

Knowledge Bank: The Climate Science Defense Fund will serve as a clearinghouse for information related to legal actions taken against scientists. Our goal is to provide lawyers representing scientists with information about past cases and strategies.

I conducted a short e-mail interview with Jeff Ruch (video interview), the longtime executive director of Public Employees for Environmental Responsibility:

Q.

Are you concerned that this stretches too far beyond PEER’s traditional role as protecting public employees, or is this a sign of PEER expanding beyond that sphere to any scientist working under public (federal) grants?

A.

PEER has always defended scientists working at public universities or working under federal grants (for example…). In addition, we have assembled legal defense funds for public employees facing legal costs (for example…).

So, we – including our board of directors – see the Climate Science Legal Defense Fund as a direct extension of our previous work. It is another arrow in our quiver to further our mission – protecting public employees who protect our environment.

Q.

If that is the plan, are there specific foundation grants or other substantial initial individual contributions that have made this possible?

A.

No. All funds have come from individual contributions. We will likely seek foundation support for the non-litigation activities of the defense fund, such as educating climate scientists about their legal rights and responsibilities and assisting university counsel in responding to vacuum cleaner information requests.

Q.

Also most of the wording [in the news release] relates to “corporate” or “industry” funded efforts when in fact there are and have been substantial efforts backed by foundations and individuals who are not directly connected with industry. Is that an intentional distinction?

A.

The cases of which I am aware have a direct corporate connection, including the Attorney General of the Commonwealth of Virginia.

Q.

Finally, when the issue is the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), there’s a murky line between what is fishing and what isn’t. Many FOIA requests of green groups over the years could be cast as such. This is one reason the Union of Concerned Scientists, for example, has walked a fine line in its statements on abuse of FOIA. Should a researcher using a state university e-mail address and working under federal grants be entitled to presume his/her correspondence is “private” (as described below)?

A.

…The central issue is whether the subject of the inquiry is public business. Generally, scientific articles submitted in the author’s name with a disclaimer that the work does not represent the institution falls outside what is official business. Our main concern is that industry-funded groups and law firms are seeking to criminalize the peer review process by obtaining internal editorial comments of reviewers as a means to impeach or impugn scientists.

The grants themselves and the grant reports are public but a federal grant does not transform a university lab into an executive branch agency – which is the ambit of FOIA.

By the way, as an adjunct to our whistleblower practice, PEER makes extensive use of FOIA to force disclosure of matters other wise buried in agency cubicles. A good example of one our science-based FOIA [requesets] is this.

Here’s the news release from Mandia:

The Climate Science Legal Defense Fund (CSLDF) has found a non-profit home in Public Employees for Environmental Responsibility (PEER) which provides it fiscal sponsorship and logistical support. CSLDF lets scientific colleagues and the public directly help climate scientists protect themselves and their work from industry-funded legal attacks.

In recent years, these legal attacks have intensified, especially against climate scientists. The fund is designed to help scientists like Professor Michael Mann cope with the legal fees that stack up in fighting attempts by climate-skeptic groups to gain access to private emails and other correspondence through lawsuits and Freedom of Information Act requests at their public universities.

The project is co-directed by physical sciences Professor Scott Mandia of Suffolk County Community College and Joshua Wolfe, co-author of “Climate Change: Picturing the Science.” The Fund started this past fall after Prof. Mandia posted a “Dear Colleague” appeal for support which generated more than $10,000 in less than 24 hours (http://bit.ly/qzg7X4). To date, CSLDF has raised $25,000. All contributions to CSLDF are tax-deductible.

“Academic salaries are not designed to support ongoing legal expenses in fights with corporate-funded law firms and institutes,” said Prof. Mandia. “These legal battles also have taken many of our brightest scientific minds away from their research.”

“Our goal is not only to defend the scientist but to protect the scientific endeavor,” explained Wolfe. “The Climate Science Legal Defense Fund was established to make sure that these legal claims are not viewed as an action against one scientist or institution but as actions against the scientific endeavor as a whole.”

In addition to its core mission of defraying legal fees, CSLDF will –

• Educate researchers about their legal rights and responsibilities on issues surrounding their work;
• Serve as a clearinghouse for information related to legal actions taken against scientists; and
• Recruit and assist lawyers representing these scientists.

“The Climate Science Legal Defense Fund dovetails with the mission of PEER – to protect those who protect our environment,” stated PEER executive Director Jeff Ruch. “When individual researchers find themselves under intense legal assault, they often have few resources. Their universities do not necessarily represent their interests and may be disinclined to resist corporate fishing expeditions. We are stepping into this void to provide direct aid to both the scientists and their institutions.”

Forbes: Obama Speech Stresses Economic Benefits of Healthy Environment
25 January 2012
President Barack Obama’s State of the Union Address focused on the role that government can play in promoting the general welfare, but a subtext running throughout was the role that a healthy environment plays in supporting our economy.

He set only two concrete environmental goals – namely, for the United States to receive 80% of its electricity from clean energy sources by 2035, and for 1 million electric cars to populate the country’s roads by 2015 – and he justified these by emphasizing their importance for the national economy and for national defense.

This is a lesson we’ve learned over and over again – from last century’s Dust Bowl to last year’s flooding along the Mississippi to reduced farm yieldsbrought on by climate change.  Yes, nature comes with cycles all her own, butdegraded ecosystems are less equipped to deal with those cycles than are resilient ones, and the costs of degradation are astronomical.  It’s a reality we must confront if we are to achieve long-term economic growth.

The president took a few steps in that direction last night by proposing additional incentives for the creation of clean energy on the part of producers and the efficient use of energy on the part of consumers – both of which, he stressed, would pay for themselves economically as well as environmentally.

“Energy bills (for factories) will be $100 billion lower over the next decade, and America will have less pollution, more manufacturing, and more jobs for construction workers who need them,” he said. “Send me a bill that creates these jobs.”

Even his call for a revival of the country’s once-solid infrastructure carried a reference to wasted energy – and, thus, wasted resources and, ultimately, environmental degradation.

“We’ve got crumbling roads and bridges, a power grid that wastes too much energy,” he said.

But he barely touched on climate change, other than to warn that “the differences in this chamber may be too deep right now to pass a comprehensive plan to fight climate change.”

He did, however, emphasize the role that government can play in reducing the military’s carbon footprint, and in setting an example for the rest of the country.

“I’m directing my administration to allow the development of clean energy on enough public land to power three million homes,” he said.

The president also pushed back against Republicans like Representative Cliff Stearns of Florida, who serves as chairman of the Energy and Commerce subcommittee and who, in that capacity, had lambasted the Department of Energy’s loan to failed California solar panel manufacturer Solyndra.  Stearns dismissed the campaign to support solar energy in the United States as a lost cause because “we can’t compete with China to make solar panels and wind turbines.”

While not mentioning Solyndra or Stearns by name, the President clearly had the company and the critique in mind when he addressed nature of risk and global competitiveness.

“Some technologies don’t pan out; some companies fail,” he said. “I will not cede the wind or solar or battery industry to China or Germany because we refuse to make the same commitment here.”

While vowing to incentivize green energy, he also called for an end to subsidies for oil production.

“We have subsidized oil companies for a century,” he said. “That’s long enough.”

Instead, he said, the government should incentivize those sectors that will benefit the nation down the road, but which aren’t profitable yet.

“It’s time to end the taxpayer giveaways to an industry that’s rarely been more profitable, and double-down on a clean energy industry that’s never been more promising,” he said. “Pass clean energy tax credits and create these jobs.”

There are plenty of problems, of course.  His also offered to open up more territory for drilling, which makes his target of an 80% share for clean energy by 2035 seem a bit far-fetched; and the jury is still out on fracking, which leaves his pledge to deliver clean natural gas in doubt.

But by blending economic and environmental policy, he is at least beginning to steer this massive and wasteful country on a path towards more sustainable economic development.  The real challenge will be navigating that path.

Obama’s 2012 State of the Union: Energy, environment

Washington Post. January 25, 2012

President Obama sought middle ground on energy and environmental issues Tuesday night, calling for an “all-of-the-above strategy that develops every available source of American energy” and outlining a handful of initiatives he said would enable the United States to tap fossil fuel reserves as well as wind and solar power.

He called for greater disclosure of what chemicals firms use to extract natural gas from federal land and a commitment by the Defense Department to purchase 1,000 megawatts of renewable energy.

But many of his proposals amounted to a reprise of past administration pledges, such as a long-standing Interior Department commitment to permit 10,000 megawatts of renewable energy projects on public land this year.

Obama called again on Congress to pass a ”clean energy standard” that would require electric utilities to obtain 80 percent of their power from natural gas, nuclear and renewable sources by 2035, and a permanent extension of a federal production tax credit for wind power.

Obama noted that U.S. oil production is at its highest level in eight yearsand reliance on foreign oil is the lowest in 16 years.

He also argued that renewable energy deserves the same federal support fossil fuels have received: “Some technologies don’t pan out; some companies fail. But I will not walk away from the promise of clean energy.”

In State of the Union Address, Obama says he will push forward with fracking

The Washington Post. January 24, 2012 11:33 pm

President Obama wants to frack.

In his State of the Union address Tuesday night, Obama spoke optimistically about the bounty of unconventional natural gas under the eastern United States. “We have a supply of natural gas that can last America nearly 100 years,” Obama said, “and my administration will take every possible action to safely develop this energy.”

This is good news, pretty much no matter where you land on the political spectrum. Burning natural gas produces a lot less air pollution than burning coal — and half the carbon emissions. It’s also cheap. Which means that fuel switching is economically attractive, it would immediately better Americans’ health, and it would give renewables and new nuclear time to catch up in the fight against global warming.

But environmentalists, who should want responsible natural gas development, have attacked the process by which energy companies obtain this unconventional natural gas. They say that hydraulic fracturing — better known as fracking — might taint drinking water oreven cause earthquakes. Many want a moratorium.

The real answer is to press forward with exploiting this tantalizing resource while studying and curbing the side effects of extracting it — with intelligence, not reaction. Obama Tuesday night announced that his administration will require energy companies to disclose the chemical cocktails they use to fracture the subterranean shale in which the natural gas is trapped. This seems like a sensible place to start if you’re trying to promote careful natural gas production, instead of shutting it down.

That won’t satisfy anti-fracking activists. Then again, the environmental movement is so obsessed with the Keystone XL pipeline right now, it will probably let Obama’s heresy pass without too much distress.

Fracking complicates the climate debate: John Kemp

Reuters. Wed Jan 25, 2012 

Jan 25 (Reuters) - Hydraulic fracturing and horizontal drilling have laid to rest concerns about peaking oil and gas supplies for a generation, but they have also made the search for comprehensive policies to restrain greenhouse gas emissions more urgent.

In a world where fossil energy remains abundant and relatively cheap the economy will combust increasing quantities. Oil and gas reserves will last long after the planet has been gently cooked unless governments enact deliberate policies to restrain consumption.

Fracking has solved one problem (peak fuel) but sharpened another (climate change). Policymakers and voters can no longer rely on increasing scarcity, and rising oil and gas prices, to restrain demand and carbon emissions through the market.

POLITICAL INACTION

Public support for policies to tackle global warming by curbing use of fossil fuels is broad but not deep. For a minority of environmentally minded voters and policymakers climate change is the over-riding priority. But for most voters and politicians climate is only one of number of competing priorities that include quotidian concerns about growth, jobs, income and quality of life.

In surveys, most voters express general support for policies aimed at limiting emissions through curbing the use of fossil fuels. However that support quickly evaporates when restrictions entail substantial changes in behaviour or quality of life such as large increases in the cost of international air travel, motor fuels and home heating.

Most voters want to avoid climate change. But they also want to continue taking holidays and visiting relatives on other continents, commuting from the suburbs and countryside to work, and having access to a wide range of energy-intensive products at affordable prices.

So far, the political process has struggled to enforce voluntary curbs on oil and gas consumption. The shaky curbs agreed under the Kyoto process have fallen victim to the recession as household priorities in the advanced economies shifted from climate to jobs and incomes.

Isolated policies to curb emissions continue to move forward in jurisdictions such as the EU,Australia and California. Policymakers have, however, pushed back proposals for more comprehensive global measures until at least 2020, in effect admitting the problem is too hard for now.

PEAK OIL GOES AWAY

The relationship between energy prices and climate change is complex. In some instances, rising prices for gasoline, gas and electricity have sapped voters' enthusiasm for ambitious decarbonisation targets that would push their fuel bills up even further.

Under pressure from voters anxious about soaring utility bills, Britain's enthusiastic climate minister Chris Huhne has been busy rebranding clean energy as affordable energy, a point echoed by U.S. President Barack Obama in his State of the Union address on Tuesday.

Obama did not mention either carbon or emissions at all, and climate only once. But the word clean or cleaner got eleven mentions, and the president made sure that the first was twinned with cheaper, promising "a strategy that's cleaner, cheaper and full of new jobs".

The same rebranding is widespread. In an information paper on "Policy considerations for deploying renewables", published on November 23, the International Energy Agency (IEA) put protecting climate and other environmental issues third after energy security and encouraging development in its list of reasons why governments and consumers should take measures to increase the share of energy from renewable sources .

In general, however, fears about future scarcity and rising oil and gas prices have been an important spur to emissions control. Concerns about peaking oil and gas enabled policymakers to promote emissions control as a cost-saving measure in the short and medium term, as well as having long-term benefits in terms of global warming.

The biggest reductions in fossil fuel use (the switch to nuclear energy in France and Japan in the 1970s and 1980s, the ethanol blending mandate in the United States in 2005 and 2007) have all been spurred by spiking oil and gas prices.

Price rises ensured that the private and national interest in cutting usage of expensive fuels coincided with the public and international interest in curbing emissions, overcoming the obstacles to policy action.

The IEA, which is supposed to be watchdog for energy consuming countries, often seemed to welcome the surge in oil and gas prices in 2003-2008 because it sharpened the incentives for conservation and emissions control. As the IEA recognised, fear of even worse rises in future was the most effective stimulus to action.

Fracking now threatens to change all that. Just as hydraulic fracturing is transforming the outlook for oil and gas supplies in coming decades, it is also revolutionising the context for emissions control policies and climate change.

In the mid-2000s, policymakers could draw on the prospect of shrinking oil reserves, medium term shortages, and rising prices to make the case for aggressive action to promote efficiency, clean energy and behavioural changes to cut energy consumption.

Now policymakers must make the same case in a world where supplies have been substantially enhanced and prices could be flat or even falling in the medium term.

PLENTIFUL, CHEAP FUELS

The best way to appreciate the magnitude of the problem is to examine how market expectations for medium-term oil and gas prices have shifted in the last four years.

In July 2008, five-year forward oil futures contracts implied that the market expected prices to be around $140 per barrel in 2013.

Obviously that expectation looks unlikely, barring geopolitical upheaval. In the short term it has been mostly invalidated by the recession. But profound shifts in both consumption (from ethanol blending and efficiency) and supply (fracking and deepwater drilling) have done more to change the medium-term outlook.

Mostly as a result of the fracking revolution, the market now expects oil prices to be as low as $90 in 2017 based on five-year forward prices.

The shift in expectations for North American natural gas has been even more dramatic. Five-year forward gas prices have more than halved from $10.50 per million British thermal units (mmBtu) in 2008 to just under $5.

There is no guarantee the market's current five-year forecasts will prove any more accurate than those in 2008. However, neither markets, nor policymakers, now expect serious shortages of oil and gas in the next decade.

The IEA has written about "a golden age of gas". A similar revision of its medium-term outlook for oil is probably not far behind. Policymakers can no longer rely on a forecast of ever-rising fossil fuel prices.

By taking away the spectre of peak oil and gas, fracking has cruelly undercut one of the most important (complementary) arguments for curbing carbon emissions.

Policymakers can no longer hide behind the market to tackle emissions. In future, they will have to make the case for curbs directly, based on climate effects. Past experience suggests it is difficult to catalyse sustained and aggressive reductions in emissions based on climate effects alone but fracking means politicians and environmental campaigners have no other choice.

Bloomberg: Sustainability = On the Agenda = Profits
225 January 2012
Two big questions about the ill-defined practice we call "sustainability:" 1) Are companies really doing it?; and 2) Can it make money?

The answer to both is yes, according to MIT Sloan Management Review and Boston Consulting Group. They surveyed more than 3,000 business managers and executives from 113 countries for their third annual report on corporate sustainability. While the survey does nothing to help define sustainability and how it should be measured, the results show that whatever "it" is, companies are totally into it.

Among the findings: A near-vertical climb, begun in 2004, for companies that report sustainability is on top managers’ agenda, as illustrated in the chart above. About 68 percent of companies said their organization's focus on sustainability increased in the past year, up from just 25 percent in 2009.

These efforts are increasingly paying off. Almost a third of companies said sustainable practices contributed directly to their bottom line last year. What's more, two-thirds of respondents said sustainability was necessary to being competitive, up from 55% last year.

Does any of this make the word "sustainability" less nebulous? Unfortunately, no. We're in the midst of rapidly increasing global demand for the world's strategic resources: fossil fuels, minerals, clean water, and talent, to name a few. Companies that acknowledge the risks and rewards of this great race respond to them in novel ways. That's sustainability, and the tools for investors to evaluate such efforts are still crude.

From a management perspective, though, yesterday's report shows it's no longer a question of whether a company can afford to "do" sustainability. The race is on, and it's time to put it on the agenda.

NY State Releases Environmental Impact Statement On New Tappan Zee Bridge

CBS . January 25, 2012

The state released its environmental impact statement on Tuesday. It finds building a new bridge would not increase pollution to the Hudson River and found air quality might improve because of better traffic flow.

As for wildlife, the report says the project would have little effect on most creatures in the water, on the land or in the air.

But nine homeowners in Nyack would lose their properties in the more than $5 billion project which could start by August.

“Now that we understand the environmental effects of reconstructing the bridge, it is time to start laying out real construction plans,” said state Transportation Commissioner Joan McDonald.

The draft environmental impact statement was made public as part ofGov. Andrew Cuomo’s speeded-up effort to get construction started this year. Cuomo’s office said Tuesday the project is expected to create more than 23,000 jobs.

In October, President Barack Obama declared the bridge eligible for fast-tracked federal approvals. Though the project has been discussed for a decade, this is the first time it has gotten to the environmental impact statement stage.

Construction is expected to take up to five and a half years and was downsized so it could be fast-tracked by the Obama administration as a priority project. That means there will be no special mass transit features. Its possible bus lanes or train tracks could be added in the future.

Comments on the draft environmental impact will be accepted until March 15, and public hearings will be held in Westchester and Rockland Counties in late February. A final statement is expected by July and a federal decision finalizing it by August. Construction could then begin, if funding is in place.

What do you think? Sound off below in our comments section…
(TM and Copyright 2012 CBS Radio Inc. and its relevant subsidiaries. CBS RADIO and EYE Logo TM and Copyright 2011 CBS Broadcasting Inc. Used under license. All Rights Reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed. The Associated Press contributed to this report.)

Baltimore Sun: Obama Pushes “clean energy”, defends environmental rules
25 January 2012

President Obama's State of the Union speech to Congress last night focused largely on jobs, taxes and income inequality, but it had plenty of red meat in it for those concerned about energy and the environment.

He vowed to continue to push for "clean energy" while touting the economic potential of shale gas and defending environmental regulations.  He defended government incentives for developing solar, wind and high-tech battery industries, but called for an end to longstanding subsidies for the oil and gas industry. 

"It's time to end the taxpayer giveaways to an industry that rarely has been more profitable and double down on a clean energy industry that never has been more promising," he said. 

But he renewed his call for an "all-out, all-of-the-above strategy" to develop every available source of American energy, and said he was directing his administration to open up more than 75 percent of potential offshore oil and gas resources for drilling.

Obama also pointed to the job-creating potential of developing the nation's shale gas reserves, while indirectly acknowledging concerns over the environmental impacts of the hydraulic fracturing drilling technology.  He promised to "take every possible action to safely develop this energy" and said the federal government would insist on drilling companies disclosing the chemicals used in "fracking" on public lands.

While acknowledging lawmakers are too divided to act on climate change, Obama insisted there was no reason not to press ahead with "clean energy" tax credits and other initiatives that he said would save businesses money, promote innovation and create jobs.  The president said his administration would press ahead by promoting clean-energy development on public lands and in the military.

In a veiled reference to the scandal over his administration's backing of the failed Solyndra solar panel manufacturer, Obama urged Congress not to pull the plug on federal support for developing new energy technology.

"Our experience with shale gas, our experience with natural gas, shows us that the payoffs on these public investments don't always come right away," he said. "Some technologies don't pan out; some companies fail. But I will not walk away from the promise of clean energy."

Finally, the president reiterated his commitment to eliminating regulations "that don't make sense" and clearing away "red tape" to allow speedier infrastructure construction projects.  But he staunchly defended rules that protect health and the environment, saying they make the free market work better rather than kill jobs. 

"I will not back down from protecting our kids from mercury poisoning or making sure that our food is safe and our water is clean," he said.

Reaction to the energy and envirnmental elements of the speech split along familiar lines. Environmentalists praised Obama's clean-energy emphasis, though some differed with him over whether shale gas can be safely extracted using "fracking."  A Marcellus shale gas industy group welcomed his support while coal complained about not being mentioned.  Other free-market advocates scored the administration for holding back the economy with "an avalanche of job-killing regulations." 

For a transcript of the speech, go here.

Rising wealth of Asians, fishing subsidies straining world’s fish resources, UN experts say

Washington Post. By: Associated Press, Published: January 24
MANILA, Philippines — Rising wealth in Asia and fishing subsidies are among factors driving overexploitation of the world’s fish resources, while fish habitat is being destroyed by pollution and climate change, U.N. marine experts said Tuesday.

Up to 32 percent of the world’s fish stocks are overexploited, depleted or recovering, they warned. Up to half of the world’s mangrove forests and a fifth of coral reefs that are fish spawning grounds have been destroyed.

The U.N. Environment Programme says less-destructive ways of fishing that use more labor and less energy are needed to help restore the health of the world’s oceans and coasts.

The agency is leading a five-day conference in Manila of experts and officials from 70 governments.

Jacqueline Alder, head of UNEP’s marine, coastal and freshwater office, said the increasing ranks of rich Asians are driving demand for better quality fish that are often not abundant, adding pressure to their supply.

“People don’t want to eat the little anchovies anymore when they can eat a nice snapper or grouper — much nicer fish, shows much more of your wealth,” she told reporters.

Alder said booming population, more awareness of health benefits from eating fish, fuel and boat-building subsidies in industrial fisheries, weak management and limited understanding of ecosystems’ values are also driving fish overexploitation.

She said subidies should be reduced or eliminated, fishing gears should be less destructive, and the number of boats and fishers reduced. Habitat management should also be strengthened and marine protected areas established.

Fish is the main source of protein for up to 20 percent of the of world’s population and some 180 million people are directly or indirectly employed by the fishing industry, she added.

Vincent Sweeney, UNEP’s coordinator for the Global Program of Action to prevent marine environment degradation from land-based pollutants, said up to 90 percent of sewage in developing countries is discharged untreated into rivers, lakes and oceans, posing one of the most serious threats to water resources.

Other pollutants from land including nitrogen and phosphorous from fertilizers and detergents result in hypoxia or “dead zones” where too many nutrients cause an undesirable growth of plants that compete with coral reef and other marine life for oxygen.

Jerker Tamelander, head of UNEP’s coral reef unit, said healthy coral reefs can produce up to 35 tons of fish per square kilometer each year while there is a catch reduction of 67 tons for every square kilometer of clear-cut mangrove forest.

The global market value of marine and coastal resources and industries is estimated at $3 trillion per year or about 5 percent of the global economy, he said. Non-market value such as climate, water, nutrients and carbon regulation is estimated at $22 trillion a year.

“We’ve lost a fifth of the world’s coral reefs and 60 percent are under direct and immediate threat and climate change plays an additional role in driving reef loss,” he said.

Tamelander said the decline in coastal ecosystems’ health and productivity can be reversed by shifting to greener and more sustainable strategies, addressing threats and better management that involves all stakeholders.

“The sooner we act, the easier it will be and the longer we wait the harder it will be,” he warned.

Huffington Post (USA): Rising Wealth of Asians Straining World Fish Stock
24 January 2012

Rising wealth in Asia and fishing subsidies are among factors driving overexploitation of the world’s fish resources, while fish habitat is being destroyed by pollution and climate change, U.N. marine experts said Tuesday.

Up to 32 percent of the world’s fish stocks are overexploited, depleted or recovering, they warned. Up to half of the world’s mangrove forests and a fifth of coral reefs that are fish spawning grounds have been destroyed.

The U.N. Environment Programme says less-destructive ways of fishing that use more labor and less energy are needed to help restore the health of the world’s oceans and coasts.

The agency is leading a five-day conference in Manila of experts and officials from 70 governments.

Jacqueline Alder, head of UNEP’s marine, coastal and freshwater office, said the increasing ranks of rich Asians are driving demand for better quality fish that are often not abundant, adding pressure to their supply.

“People don’t want to eat the little anchovies anymore when they can eat a nice snapper or grouper — much nicer fish, shows much more of your wealth,” she told reporters.

Alder said booming population, more awareness of health benefits from eating fish, fuel and boat-building subsidies in industrial fisheries, weak management and limited understanding of ecosystems’ values are also driving fish overexploitation.

She said subidies should be reduced or eliminated, fishing gears should be less destructive, and the number of boats and fishers reduced. Habitat management should also be strengthened and marine protected areas established.

Fish is the main source of protein for up to 20 percent of the of world’s population and some 180 million people are directly or indirectly employed by the fishing industry, she added.

Vincent Sweeney, UNEP’s coordinator for the Global Program of Action to prevent marine environment degradation from land-based pollutants, said up to 90 percent of sewage in developing countries is discharged untreated into rivers, lakes and oceans, posing one of the most serious threats to water resources.

Other pollutants from land including nitrogen and phosphorous from fertilizers and detergents result in hypoxia or “dead zones” where too many nutrients cause an undesirable growth of plants that compete with coral reef and other marine life for oxygen.

Jerker Tamelander, head of UNEP’s coral reef unit, said healthy coral reefs can produce up to 35 tons of fish per square kilometer each year while there is a catch reduction of 67 tons for every square kilometer of clear-cut mangrove forest.

The global market value of marine and coastal resources and industries is estimated at $3 trillion per year or about 5 percent of the global economy, he said. Non-market value such as climate, water, nutrients and carbon regulation is estimated at $22 trillion a year.

“We’ve lost a fifth of the world’s coral reefs and 60 percent are under direct and immediate threat and climate change plays an additional role in driving reef loss,” he said.

Tamelander said the decline in coastal ecosystems’ health and productivity can be reversed by shifting to greener and more sustainable strategies, addressing threats and better management that involves all stakeholders.

“The sooner we act, the easier it will be and the longer we wait the harder it will be,” he warned.

Rising wealth of Asians Straining World Fish Stock

Atlanta Journal Constitution By: Associated Press, Published: January 24
MANILA, Philippines — Rising wealth in Asia and fishing subsidies are among factors driving overexploitation of the world’s fish resources, while fish habitat is being destroyed by pollution and climate change, U.N. marine experts said Tuesday.

Up to 32 percent of the world’s fish stocks are overexploited, depleted or recovering, they warned. Up to half of the world’s mangrove forests and a fifth of coral reefs that are fish spawning grounds have been destroyed.

The U.N. Environment Programme says less-destructive ways of fishing that use more labor and less energy are needed to help restore the health of the world’s oceans and coasts.

The agency is leading a five-day conference in Manila of experts and officials from 70 governments.

Jacqueline Alder, head of UNEP’s marine, coastal and freshwater office, said the increasing ranks of rich Asians are driving demand for better quality fish that are often not abundant, adding pressure to their supply.

“People don’t want to eat the little anchovies anymore when they can eat a nice snapper or grouper — much nicer fish, shows much more of your wealth,” she told reporters.

Alder said booming population, more awareness of health benefits from eating fish, fuel and boat-building subsidies in industrial fisheries, weak management and limited understanding of ecosystems’ values are also driving fish overexploitation.

She said subidies should be reduced or eliminated, fishing gears should be less destructive, and the number of boats and fishers reduced. Habitat management should also be strengthened and marine protected areas established.

Fish is the main source of protein for up to 20 percent of the of world’s population and some 180 million people are directly or indirectly employed by the fishing industry, she added.

Vincent Sweeney, UNEP’s coordinator for the Global Program of Action to prevent marine environment degradation from land-based pollutants, said up to 90 percent of sewage in developing countries is discharged untreated into rivers, lakes and oceans, posing one of the most serious threats to water resources.

Other pollutants from land including nitrogen and phosphorous from fertilizers and detergents result in hypoxia or “dead zones” where too many nutrients cause an undesirable growth of plants that compete with coral reef and other marine life for oxygen.

Jerker Tamelander, head of UNEP’s coral reef unit, said healthy coral reefs can produce up to 35 tons of fish per square kilometer each year while there is a catch reduction of 67 tons for every square kilometer of clear-cut mangrove forest.

The global market value of marine and coastal resources and industries is estimated at $3 trillion per year or about 5 percent of the global economy, he said. Non-market value such as climate, water, nutrients and carbon regulation is estimated at $22 trillion a year.

“We’ve lost a fifth of the world’s coral reefs and 60 percent are under direct and immediate threat and climate change plays an additional role in driving reef loss,” he said.

Tamelander said the decline in coastal ecosystems’ health and productivity can be reversed by shifting to greener and more sustainable strategies, addressing threats and better management that involves all stakeholders.

“The sooner we act, the easier it will be and the longer we wait the harder it will be,” he warned.

ABC News: Rising wealth of Asians straining world fish stock
24 January 2012

Rising wealth in Asia and fishing subsidies are among factors driving overexploitation of the world’s fish resources, while fish habitat is being destroyed by pollution and climate change, U.N. marine experts said Tuesday.

Up to 32 percent of the world’s fish stocks are overexploited, depleted or recovering, they warned. Up to half of the world’s mangrove forests and a fifth of coral reefs that are fish spawning grounds have been destroyed.

The U.N. Environment Programme says less-destructive ways of fishing that use more labor and less energy are needed to help restore the health of the world’s oceans and coasts.

The agency is leading a five-day conference in Manila of experts and officials from 70 governments.

Jacqueline Alder, head of UNEP’s marine, coastal and freshwater office, said the increasing ranks of rich Asians are driving demand for better quality fish that are often not abundant, adding pressure to their supply.

“People don’t want to eat the little anchovies anymore when they can eat a nice snapper or grouper — much nicer fish, shows much more of your wealth,” she told reporters.

Alder said booming population, more awareness of health benefits from eating fish, fuel and boat-building subsidies in industrial fisheries, weak management and limited understanding of ecosystems’ values are also driving fish overexploitation.

She said subidies should be reduced or eliminated, fishing gears should be less destructive, and the number of boats and fishers reduced. Habitat management should also be strengthened and marine protected areas established.

Fish is the main source of protein for up to 20 percent of the of world’s population and some 180 million people are directly or indirectly employed by the fishing industry, she added.

Vincent Sweeney, UNEP’s coordinator for the Global Program of Action to prevent marine environment degradation from land-based pollutants, said up to 90 percent of sewage in developing countries is discharged untreated into rivers, lakes and oceans, posing one of the most serious threats to water resources.

Other pollutants from land including nitrogen and phosphorous from fertilizers and detergents result in hypoxia or “dead zones” where too many nutrients cause an undesirable growth of plants that compete with coral reef and other marine life for oxygen.

Jerker Tamelander, head of UNEP’s coral reef unit, said healthy coral reefs can produce up to 35 tons of fish per square kilometer each year while there is a catch reduction of 67 tons for every square kilometer of clear-cut mangrove forest.

The global market value of marine and coastal resources and industries is estimated at $3 trillion per year or about 5 percent of the global economy, he said. Non-market value such as climate, water, nutrients and carbon regulation is estimated at $22 trillion a year.

“We’ve lost a fifth of the world’s coral reefs and 60 percent are under direct and immediate threat and climate change plays an additional role in driving reef loss,” he said.

Tamelander said the decline in coastal ecosystems’ health and productivity can be reversed by shifting to greener and more sustainable strategies, addressing threats and better management that involves all stakeholders.
“The sooner we act, the easier it will be and the longer we wait the harder it will be,” he warned.

E&E News: New Report on ARPA-E Divides Science Panel Over Clean Energy Work
[image: image2.png]


25 January 2012
A prominent and fast-growing U.S. Department of Energy program that doles out grants for cutting-edge energy research could do more to figure out whether the projects could be handled by the private sector, according to a new watchdog report.

But while the Advanced Research Projects Agency-Energy, or ARPA-E, might want to bolster its method of reviewing applications, most of the projects judged as needing government support could not have been done with private funding alone, the Government Accountability Office concluded.

"Companies told us that internal investments had to meet minimum investment return thresholds, and that ARPA-E-type projects were not able to meet these thresholds," the report says, based on interviews with officials from two public companies that received grants despite having their own research budgets.

It sparked a debate at a House Science, Space and Technology Committee hearing yesterday on ARPA-E, which bills itself as funding high-risk, high-reward research that could someday reduce U.S. dependence on foreign fuels, cut emissions and help the United States make thriftier use of energy.

Chairman Ralph Hall (R-Texas) and Oversight Subcommittee Chairman Paul Broun (R-Ga.) requested the report released yesterday at the hearing. They said that ARPA-E has given money to speed along some research projects that might have been viable without government money, something they described as picking winners and losers.

It fits into a broader debate on Capitol Hill over the best way to balance government research spending for fossil fuels, nuclear energy and newer technologies, including wind, solar and biofuels.

ARPA-E has a current budget of $275 million within the $4.5 billion budget for the Office of Science. Other projects are larger, including a nuclear reactor research program that received exactly twice as much funding for fiscal 2012.

Republicans suggested yesterday that ARPA-E is crowding out other spending, noting that Office of Science funding grew by 0.6 percent for the current fiscal year and fell by 6 percent the previous year, while funding for ARPA-E grew by 260 percent and then another 53 percent.

"Apparently, our concern was very well-founded," Broun said.

Rep. Paul Tonko of New York, the ranking Democrat on the oversight panel, said the law that created ARPA-E was designed to speed along projects in that way. He said the United States should act quickly to avoid falling behind other countries on energy technology.

"Time is innovation here," Tonko said. "Time will determine who comes to the market first, and who can transform the market, assuming that's what we all wanted ARPA-E to do. And the statute is very clear."

Arun Majumdar, the director of the program and President Obama's nominee for undersecretary of Energy, said the program has worked carefully to find "white spaces" where a new technology would be valuable, but it is still too far from the market to garner money from private investors.

Starting with its third round of funding, ARPA-E began requiring its applicants to show that private investors would not finance their projects, the GAO report says. The agency did not set any guidelines, but in one instance, an applicant sent in a letter from a venture capitalist explaining why the project was ill-suited for the private sector.

Frank Rusco, director of energy and science issues at GAO, said it appears the agency has taken steps to carry out its mission.

"We did not find anything that to us looked like the agency was in violation of statute, or we would have reported that," Rusco said.

E&E News: Energy looms large in Obama’s agenda-- and re-election plans
25 January 2012
In his final State of the Union address before the 2012 election, President Obama did not shy away from some of the same energy and environmental issues that Republicans have said would be among his greatest weaknesses this fall.

Obama referenced both his stalled climate change initiative and the bankrupt Solyndra solar energy company last night while chiding Congress for inaction on a host of energy issues. And while he did not directly engage on the controversial Canadian Keystone XL oil pipeline that his administration has held up, the president sought to focus the energy debate on how he plans to make better use of American energy resources.

Did the president's third State of the Union address mark a shift in message on energy? E&ETV speaks with members of both parties for their reactions on his proposals. Click here to watch the video.

"Right now, American oil production is the highest that it's been in eight years," Obama said in a speech laying out a vision for "an America built to last."

"But with only 2 percent of the world's oil reserves, oil isn't enough," he said.

Employing a phrase that has generally been used by his GOP opponents on energy issues, Obama called for an "all of the above" energy strategy that "develops every available source of American energy -- a strategy that's cleaner, cheaper and full of new jobs."

Obama especially emphasized natural gas.

"We have a supply of natural gas that can last America nearly 100 years, and my administration will take every possible action to safely develop this energy," Obama said, adding that experts predict the industry will support more than 600,000 jobs by the end of the decade.

But the move toward increased natural gas development won't be cheered by all of Obama's allies in the environmental community.

As companies have increasingly employed hydraulic fracturing, or fracking, techniques to obtain natural gas, the process has been criticized by green groups. One of their biggest concerns is the chemicals found in the fluids used in the fracking process. The exact makeup of those fluids is guarded by oil and gas companies as trade secrets, but environmental groups have linked some of them to ground and drinking water contamination.

Obama pledged last night to develop natural gas in a manner that does not put Americans' health at risk and said he would require any company that drills for gas on public lands to disclose the chemicals they use in that process.

The other major American energy sector Obama highlighted last night was clean energy.

It is an issue that Obama has taken plenty of heat on in the wake of the Solyndra bankruptcy.

The bankruptcy of the solar energy company that received more than $500 million in federal funding has led to a congressional investigation and caused Republicans to question the entire multibillion-dollar Department of Energy loan program that was designed to support renewable energy development in the United States.

Obama was clearly referencing Solyndra last night when he said that "some technologies don't pan out; some companies fail."

But he promised that despite such setbacks, he would not walk away from clean energy.

"I will not cede the wind or solar or battery industry to China or Germany because we refuse to make the same commitment here," Obama said. "We have subsidized oil companies for a century. That's long enough. It's time to end the taxpayer giveaways to an industry that's rarely been more profitable and double-down on a clean energy industry that's never been more promising."

He called on Congress to extend clean energy tax credits and spur energy innovation with new incentives.

In another politically risky reference, Obama brought up the controversial climate change legislation that he pushed hard just two years ago in the 2010 State of the Union.

While Republicans will likely use the reference to the climate change bill to revisit some of their old attacks on the subject, Obama employed it as a jumping off point to push the clean energy standard that he made a headline in his State of the Union last year (see related story).

The clean energy standard -- which would require the United States to produce 80 percent of its electricity from clean energy by 2035 -- is viewed as something of a compromise after Obama's climate change proposal failed.

But after pushing the clean energy standard hard in last year's speech, the effort gained little traction. Obama said last night that he was tired of waiting for Congress to act on the measure.

"The differences in this chamber may be too deep right now to pass a comprehensive plan to fight climate change," Obama said. "But there's no reason why Congress shouldn't at least set a clean energy standard that creates a market for innovation. So far, you haven't acted. Well tonight, I will."

Obama said he directed his administration to allow the development of clean energy on enough public land to power 3 million homes by the end of this year, the equivalent of 10 gigawatts. The White House indicated last night that that would come from utility-scale solar and wind projects. The president also said the Department of Defense will commit to purchasing 1 gigawatt of power from clean energy sources.

Obama also announced a new proposal to provide incentives and streamline regulatory barriers to help increase energy efficiency in the industrial sector.

"Help manufacturers eliminate energy waste in their factories," Obama implored Congress. "Their energy bills will be $100 billion lower over the next decade, and America will have less pollution, more manufacturing and more jobs for construction workers who need them."

The president also called on Congress to help rebuild the country's power grid and fund infrastructure projects that can help put Americans back to work.

"With or without this Congress, I will keep taking actions that help the economy grow," Obama said. "But I can do a whole lot more with your help. Because when we act together, there is nothing the United States of America can't achieve."

GOP questions Obama's intentions

After the speech, Republicans said Obama's actions belie his commitment to promoting an "all of the above" energy strategy.

Indiana Gov. Mitch Daniels, who offered the official GOP response, was quick to try to steer the energy conversation back toward Keystone XL (see related story).

Daniels charged that the "pro poverty policy" promoted by the Obama White House "stifles the development of homegrown energy," while it "cancels a perfectly safe pipeline that would employ tens of thousands" and "jacks up consumer utility bills for no improvement in either human health or world temperature."

House Energy and Commerce Chairman Fred Upton (R-Mich.) said the Obama administration's policies seem intent on keeping certain energy supplies locked away.

"President Obama talked of a future where we're in control of our own energy, but time and again, he has blocked our ability to develop our vast energy resources and partner with North American allies to lessen our dependence on hostile regions of the world," Upton said.

"He said a lot about energy at a time when the American people recognize the jobs and security that come with energy development, but he stayed silent on two of the most significant energy issues facing our nation today: the Keystone XL pipeline he rejected and the failed government gamble on Solyndra. The silence speaks volumes about contrasting policy visions."

Upton's fellow Energy and Commerce Committee member, Rep. Lee Terry (R-Neb.), expressed similar concerns.

"The issue is, does he mean it?" Terry said. "Right on the heels of rejecting Keystone pipeline, it shows to me that he's not really in favor of an all-of-the-above strategy. He'd reject tens of thousands of jobs from an oil pipeline that would also make us less dependent on foreign oil. ... So, his actions aren't matching his words."

Obama stands firm behind CES, renewables

Hannah Northey, E&E reporter

Published: Wednesday, January 25, 2012

President Obama confronted a deeply divided and sluggish Congress last night and pledged to increase clean energy development on public lands.

"The differences in this chamber may be too deep right now to pass a comprehensive plan to fight climate change," Obama said during his State of the Union address. "But there's no reason why Congress shouldn't at least set a clean energy standard that creates a market for innovation."

Obama took an aggressive tone, scolding Congress for failing to follow through on his call last year for a clean energy standard, or CES, which calls for the generation of up to 80 percent of the country's electricity from low-carbon sources by 2035.

Obama said the Defense Department will buy 1 gigawatt of renewable energy, calling it "one of the largest commitments to clean energy in history." He also directed his administration to establish solar energy zones and wind energy areas on public lands for 10 gigawatts of utility-scale solar and wind projects, enough to power 3 million homes by the end of 2012.

Obama's strong language in support of renewables came in the context of a nod to traditionally Republican messaging about an "all of the above" energy policy. The president reiterated his support for boosting production from energy sources including renewables like wind, solar, biomass and hydro, nuclear, efficient natural gas and clean coal.

Obama's call for legislation is currently being implemented by Senate Energy and Natural Resources Chairman Jeff Bingaman (D-N.M.), who told reporters he plans to bring it before the Senate committee in the coming weeks.

"I will not walk away from the promise of clean energy," Obama said. "I will not cede the wind or solar or battery industry to China or Germany because we refuse to make the same commitment here. We have subsidized oil companies for a century."

The president also renewed his calls for Congress to pass clean energy tax credits.

"It's time to end the taxpayer giveaways to an industry that's rarely been more profitable and double-down on a clean energy industry that's never been more promising," he said. "Pass clean energy tax credits and create these jobs."

E&E News: Obama stands firm behind CES, renewables
"It described our bill pretty well," Portman said after the speech. "I think we can pass what we can this year. This is an obvious candidate [to show] Republicans are for conservation as well as for finding more resources."

Obama touted the proposals as part of a broader agenda to repair the nation's infrastructure, noting crumbling roads and bridges, an inefficient electric grid and an incomplete broadband network.

Democrats applauded Obama's speech, saying he was keeping the conversation focused on supporting the nation's economy through clean energy development.

"He wove everything into the economy, education, energy, manufacturing, help reduce regulations so new companies can start up," said Sen. Dianne Feinstein (D-Calif.), the chairwoman of the Energy and Water Development Appropriations Subcommittee.

Bingaman said the president's speech outlined a good blueprint for how the government can accelerate economic growth by rebuilding manufacturing. "I also agree with the president that we need to focus on our own energy sources to meet our economic needs," he said. "I hope the Congress will rise to the challenge and work with President Obama over the next several months."

But Republicans criticized Obama for failing to address high health care costs, persistent unemployment and an overall ailing economy.

"The State of the Union is that we're in trouble and he's made it worse in his three years," said Sen. Lamar Alexander (R-Tenn.). "I didn't hear a solution to the Obama economy that we're struggling with."

Sen. John Barrasso (R-Wyo.) dismissed Obama's repeated calls for producing domestic energy. "If he really was focused on getting all the North American energy, he should have approved the Keystone XL pipeline," he said. Barrasso said Obama's way of making renewable energy cheaper is by boosting the cost of fossil fuels.

Will a CES survive?

Liberal and conservative groups alike say any substantial energy legislation will have a difficult time traversing such a divided Congress, a task that will only be made more difficult by the upcoming presidential and congressional elections.

Such a prickly partisan atmosphere could throw Bingaman's CES legislation into question.

Joshua Freed, director of the clean energy program at centrist Democratic think tank Third Way, said passing major energy bills, including Bingaman's, will be an uphill battle.

Bingaman, who is retiring at the end of 2012 after 30 years in the Senate, "has a long-standing, strong record of building bipartisan support and it would be a great legacy for him," Freed said. "But it's very tough to get 60 votes in the Senate these days."

Bingaman worked for most of 2011 to craft the bill after earlier attempts to implement a stricter renewable-only electricity standard were dashed (Greenwire, Feb. 24, 2011).

Robert Dillon, a spokesman for Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee ranking member Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska), said Republicans have no appetite for energy mandates or a CES.

"The president seems to be doubling down on the same talking points," Dillon said. "He wanted to see a CES last year and never sent language to Congress or pressed the issue. All he did was set a high goal of 80 percent by a certain year."

Conservative groups and Republicans say a CES amounts to little more than a federal mandate that could force the nation to pay higher prices for renewable electricity that has not been deemed economical by the markets. Even so, a few GOPers, like Sens. Lindsey Graham of South Carolina and Dick Lugar of Indiana, have signaled some interest in working on a standard.

"I don't like these national mandates that impose unrealistic standards on states," Alexander said. "I think we need to move ahead with clean energy such as nuclear power and natural gas."

Political will in the House in support for a CES has also waned.

Although House Energy and Commerce Chairman Fred Upton (R-Mich.) at one time supported a national renewable standard, the chairman's support has since dissipated. Last year, he began ramping up anti-regulatory arguments and questioned whether nuclear, gas and coal would be fully utilized under such a measure (E&E Daily, Feb. 7, 2011).

When asked why the House has been slow to act, Rep. Henry Waxman (D-Calif.), the committee's ranking member, said "you need to ask the Republicans who run the House [who are] responsive to oil and coal, the fossil fuels."

Nick Loris, a policy analyst in energy and environment issues at the right-leaning Heritage Foundation, said most conservatives agree that markets work better than mandates in determining what energy sources should generate the country's electricity.

"Conservatives who are champions of the free market think that if nuclear and natural gas are going to succeed, they should succeed on their own merits, not because the government says they should," Loris said. "With the subsidies for renewables that have been allowed to expire, the failures of Solyndra and some others, all of that combined makes for a pretty effective case for why we shouldn't mandate the use of energy sources."

Liberal-leaning energy players, on the other hand, say federal mandates are a crucial means for securing renewable power in the United States.

Kate Gordon, vice president of energy policy at the Center for American Progress' Action Fund, a liberal think tank, said carving out a space for renewables is crucial because sources like wind and solar will otherwise be crowded out by natural gas. Although defining what energy sources are "clean" is difficult, Gordon said more than 30 states with renewable portfolio standards have overcome the hurdle, showing that crafting such a standard is possible.

"Clean energy has become such a partisan issue, anything the president says he likes in a speech is automatically going to be a hard thing to pass," she said. "We need a national position on renewable energy."

Freed said he hopes Congress will revisit policies like CES at some point after this year's election because it is a common-sense proposal that has garnered bipartisan support and worked on the state level. The public wants clean energy and the federal government needs to move aggressively in that direction, he added.

"If we're not able to enact policies like this at some point, we're in trouble," Freed said.

E&E News: MIT report shows sustainability means profit for some businesses 

25 January 2012
Sustainable practices are not only good for the environment; some businesses have found that they are good for their bottom line, according to a report released yesterday.

The study from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology's Sloan Management Review and the Boston Consulting Group found that 70 percent of surveyed companies included sustainability on their management agendas and 31 percent said these initiatives have proved profitable. The report, titled "Sustainability Nears a Tipping Point," surveyed 4,000 business managers and leaders across 113 countries.

Companies are embracing sustainability in growing numbers, despite the global economic downturn, indicating that environmentally friendly practices are no longer viewed as luxuries available only in a favorable economic climate. "It might have been a case that good intentions go away in bad times. Actually, we haven't seen that," said Martin Reeves, director of the Boston Consulting Group's Strategy Institute. "There's a very big momentum here that trumped the recessionary phenomenon."

Nick Robins, head of HSBC's Climate Change Centre of Excellence, said in the report that "people are seeing that sustainability is part of the next phase of development, and that it will be disruptive and structural rather than incremental change here and there."

Part of the incentive comes from investors who are pushing for green and clean programs among businesses. "Regular institutional investors now demand sustainability credentials," said Reeves. Legislation and regulations played a role, as well, but they were not dominant forces, he said.

These changes are also driven by customers, as 41 percent of respondents said that consumer preferences drove their firms to sustainable practices. However, these inclinations don't always translate into sales. "It's very difficult to motivate individual consumers around sustainability," said Chris Librie, Hewlett-Packard Co.'s environmental initiatives director, in the report. "It's a nice-to-have, but they're generally not going to pay more for it."

As a result, sustainability is not a top priority for many businesses. "While sustainability has made it onto many management agendas, responses indicate it ranks eighth in importance among other agenda items," says the report.

Changing operating strategies

The research focuses mainly on the companies that say sustainability is enhancing their profits, a group designated "Harvesters." According to the report, this cadre of businesses goes beyond reducing carbon emissions, curbing electricity use and using recycled products; they are changing their operating strategies.

The Harvesters saved a great deal of money by improving their efficiency with respect to energy and resources. Companies like Kimberly-Clark Corp. and Campbell Soup Co. gained a great deal from innovation, by developing new ways and technologies to reduce their environmental impact.

The report also found that Harvesters created new ways to assess sustainability and restructured their practices around it rather than trying to shoehorn conservation and efficiency into their existing management structure. These companies also have strong sustainability commitments from their leaders and collaborate with stakeholders to meet their targets. In addition, the companies that claimed sustainability enhanced their profits tended to have more experience with it, usually having spent more than six years pursuing such programs.

The global survey shows that these initiatives are taking root in companies even in developing countries. "The fastest rate of growth and adopt of sustainability is in emerging markets," said Reeves. "The image that this is a rich man's game was perhaps once true and is increasingly untrue."

Still, sustainability has room to grow in terms of influence and priority. "If we look very critically at this study, it doesn't only tell us what's baked, it tells us what's unbaked, what's the unfulfilled part of the agenda," said Reeves. "Interestingly, if we take the word sustainability literally, one of the key challenges of sustainability is short-term sustainability of the company." That is, in turbulent economic times, a company must factor in its own survival when trying to reduce its impact on the planet.

Using these strategies, Reeves said, other companies can also learn from Harvesters to profit from their own sustainability initiatives and create a sound business case for cutting consumption and tackling climate change. "I think [sustainability] is now gone from the fringe element of strategy and organization to being a core element of the managerial agenda," he said.

Canada

Financial Post: Bad statistics on the clean economy
24 January 2012

Jobs have taken over from emissions as the main currency for measuring the impact and benefits of energy policy in the United States as recession and fears about structural decline push climate change down the list of priorities.

In an editorial previewing President Barack Obama’s State of the Union, White House energy and climate change adviser Heather Zichal highlighted the Department of Energy’s loan guarantee programme, which “has already supported more than 40 clean energy projects that will ultimately employ more than 60,000 Americans.”


The battle over Keystone prompted a fierce side skirmish over how many jobs the pipeline would create. Pro-pipeline organisations cited up to 250,000, while campaigners against the line suggested it would create no more than 6,000 temporary jobs in construction and a few hundred or fewer permanent positions.

The opponents contrasted their estimate of the small number of permanent jobs with the millions of jobs at risk in clean energy if Keystone was approved and momentum towards a policy favouring clean technology was lost.

“Keystone XL is at odds with millions of clean energy jobs,” warned the Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC) in October 2011, a prime example of the zero-sum fossil fuels versus clean tech approach that has dominated the employment debate.

SIZING THE CLEAN ECONOMY

It is worth putting aside the broader questions about greenhouse emissions, and whether fossil fuels and clean technology are really locked in zero-sum competition, to take a look at the size and characteristics of the clean economy.

How many jobs depend on clean technology? Where are they? What do they pay? How do they compare with jobs depending on oil, gas and coal, and energy-intensive industries such as cement and chemicals?

Like other clean technology campaigners, the NRDC has repeatedly cited statistics showing “more than 2.7 million people are working in the U.S. clean energy economy right now,” adding it is “more than the entire fossil fuel industry put together.”

Using the same source, NRDC welcomed the president’s rejection of Keystone, saying, “In the six states along the proposed Keystone XL route, 227,000 people are already working in the clean economy, building components for wind farms, researching cleaner fuels, installing solar panels and many other well-paid jobs that help reduce our dependence on oil and conserve our natural resources.”

The estimate of 2.7 million jobs comes from a detailed 2011 study “Sizing the Clean Economy” by the Brookings Institution’s Metropolitan Policy Programme.

The federal Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) has started work on its own official tally of green jobs. But until that is finished, the Brookings numbers are being treated as authoritative, especially by those in the clean tech industry and environmental groups (http://www.brookings.edu/reports/2011/0713—clean—economy.aspx).

MEASURING THE BENEFITS

Brookings defines the clean economy as “economic activity … that produces goods and services with an environmental benefit” as well as ancillary activity that “adds value to such products using skills or technologies that are uniquely applied to those products.”

BLS is working on an even broader definition that would include (1) jobs in businesses that produce goods or provide services that benefit the environment or conserve natural resources; and (2) jobs in which workers’ duties involve making their establishment’s production processes more environmentally friendly or use fewer natural resources (75 Fed Reg 57511).

The Brookings estimates cover jobs included in the first part of the BLS definition but not the second. Even so Brookings concluded the clean economy was large.

“In 2010, 2.7 million jobs in the United States directly contributed to the production of goods and services that had an environmental benefit. The jobs were spread over 57,501 different establishments in 41,185 companies and existed in almost every industry,” according to Brookings.

While the clean economy is still a small part of the overall economy and created jobs slightly more slowly than the economy as a whole between 2003 and 2010, it performed better during the recession, and certain highly visible peak industries such as solar and wind have created employment at an exceptional rate.

A crucial point is that the clean economy is manufacturing- and export-intensive. “Approximately 26 percent of all clean economy jobs are involved in manufacturing, compared with just 9 percent of jobs in the economy as a whole,” Brookings said.

“On a per job basis, the clean economy is about twice as export-oriented as the national economy … some $20,129 worth of exports is sold for every job in the clean economy, compared to just $10,390 in exports for the average U.S. job.”

And these are well paid jobs, especially for low and moderately skilled workers. “A large majority of jobs in the clean economy are middle wage ’green collar’ occupations,” wrote Brookings. The median wage of a typical clean economy job is nearly $44,000, compared with $33,000-$38,000 for median compensation in the United States.

WHERE ARE THE CLEAN JOBS?

Doubts only begin to creep in when the study details exactly which jobs have been included.

Of the 2.7 million “clean economy” jobs, the largest number are in waste management and treatment (386,000), public mass transit (350,000), conservation (314,000), energy-saving building materials (161,896), regulation and compliance (142,000), professional environmental services (141,000), organic farming (130,000) and recycling (129,000).

Brookings justifies the inclusion of some of these sectors because they conserve water resources or cut energy consumption. For example, in the biggest waste management and treatment category, “the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation is the largest employer, followed by the waste management and water operations of the city of Los Angeles and the city of New York.”

“The second-largest segment is public mass transit … (which) yields an environmental benefit by displacing single-passenger vehicles. First Student Incorporated, a nationwide school bus operator (which displaces less efficient personal vehicle travel) is the largest single employer.”

No one doubts garbage collection and student buses are vital services, but they are not quite what most people think about when they talk about clean or green jobs. It is hard to see how they would be imperilled by Keystone or other aspects of national energy policy.

Brookings classifies nuclear power generation under its clean definition, with nearly 75,000 jobs. If we turn to the classic industries that most people associate with renewable energy (hydro, wind, solar, biofuels etc) total employment in these sectors is just under 140,000.

Adding in appliance manufacturers (36,000), energy-saving consumer products (19,000), battery technologies (16,000), smart grid (16,000), electric vehicles (16,000) and lighting (14,000) takes the total to 250,000.

BAD STATISTICS, WORSE POLICY

No one doubts the importance of these industries, but the numbers are a far cry from the 2.7 million headline figure. Many of the jobs included in the wider definition are simply not relevant to energy policy.

Brookings can’t quite resist the temptation for one of those comparisons against dirty fossil energy, contrasting 2.7 million clean jobs with just 1.3 million that directly support the production of fossil-fuel based energy, derivative manufactured products and machinery, rising to 2.4 million if all wholesale and retail distributors and transporters are included such as gas station employees.

The point is that clean economy jobs have been defined so widely as to be meaningless. BLS, is working on an even broader definition. It claims “the resulting information will be useful for evaluating policy initiatives and the labour market impact of economic activity related to protecting the environment and conserving natural resources.” But lumping everything together, the resulting aggregate says nothing useful at all.

Measuring the effects of different energy policies is vitally important, and the impact on jobs is an important element (as is the impact on growth, income distribution and climate). But producing and citing dubious statistics is not the way to do it.

Bad statistics make for worse public policy. It is time to retire the 2.7 million figure.

CBC News: Maritime Wind Farms Near Completion 

25 January 2012

A new wind farm between Sackville and Amherst is expected to be producing power by the end of March, with a possible expansion on the horizon.

And another, larger wind farm could be built in New Brunswick.

The current one, located right off the highway between New Brunswick and Nova Scotia, will generate 31.5 megawatts of green energy, said Don Bartlett, the chief operating officer of Sprott Power Corp., the Toronto-based company leading the project.

That's enough to power 10,000 homes in the Amherst area, he said.

"One of the misconceptions people have is when they see these wind farms they, for some reason people believe the power's being exported. And that's not the case," said Bartlett.

"All the wind farms in Nova Scotia are serving local load. The power stays right here. And for Amherst, most of this power will be consumed right here."

Sprott Power also plans to bid on another project with the Nova Scotia government, which would see the Amherst wind farm expanded, said Bartlett.

Boost for economies

As it stands, nine of the 15 windmills are already complete, with the tenth expected to be finished this week, and five more by March.

Building the 90-metre tall windmills has contributed to the local economies with 140 people employed at the site, said Bartlett.

"Most of the craft, it's all out of the union hall, local union hall so most of the people working here are in and around the Nova Scotia area," he said.

Installation of the windmills has been quick, but the $61-million project has taken 12 years and two failed attempts by other companies to reach this stage.

Sprott took over the project 10 months ago with Firelight Infrastructure Partners, also a Toronto-based company. They have a 25-year contract with Nova Scotia Power.

Suzlon Wind Energy Corporation is also involved with the project and the wind farm will use towers built at the Daewoo wind turbine plant in Trenton.

Nova Scotia Premier Darrell Dexter has said 25 per cent of the province's electricity will come from renewable sources by 2014. That target increases to 40 per cent by 2020.

Meanwhile, Acciona Wind Energy wants to build a wind farm with 43 turbines on the Tantramar Marsh in Aulac, N.B.

But the permitting process, which includes a migratory bird study, is reportedly slowing that project down.

CBC News: PMO accused of threatening environmental group
24 January 2012
A man dismissed from his job recently by an environmental organization is claiming that the charitable group that funds it was threatened by the Prime Minister's Office.

In an affidavit, Andrew Frank claims that in early January his then-boss told him and others that the PMO had told Tides Canada CEO Ross McMillan that it considered ForestEthics to be an "enemy of the state."

A spokesman for the Prime Minister's Office denied Frank's claims.

"The PMO denies making any of the statements referenced in the reports," Andrew MacDougall said.

Tides Canada supports a wide variety of projects in the social and environmental fields. One of the groups it provides support to is ForestEthics, which is among those opposed to the Northern Gateway pipeline project from Alberta to B.C.

ForestEthics has been working to get people to address a National Energy board review of the Northern Gateway project. Some 4,000 people are due to appear before the hearings.

The Northern Gateway pipeline has become a flashpoint in recent weeks. Earlier this month, just before public hearings on the proposed pipeline began, Natural Resources Minister Joe Oliver took aim at foreign funding going to environment groups. He said there are "environmental and other radical groups that would seek to block this opportunity to diversify our trade."

In his affidavit, which is dated Jan. 23, Frank said that during the meeting his now-former supervisor, Pierre Iachetti, "related that Ross McMillan was given a set period by the Prime Minister's Office by which to 'cut loose' ForestEthics, or the government would 'take down' all of Tides' charitable projects."

Frank said Iachetti told him and the others in the meeting that ForestEthics "was attempting to find ways to survive financially as an organization with the realization that we were likely about to lose our charitable funding."

"The assumption was that Mr. McMillan had already decided to dissolve ForestEthics' public work in criticizing the proposed Enbridge Northern Gateway oil tanker and pipeline plan, in order to save the rest of Tides' charitable projects."

Frank also claims he heard corroboration of the statement made by the Prime Minister's Office from other officials at Tides and ForestEthics.

Frank was dismissed Monday from his post as senior communications manager at ForestEthics over his plans to go public with his allegations of government threats.

In a written statement, Tides Canada CEO Ross McMillan said pipeline projects are major public policy issues.

"All voices should be heard," he said. "Open, informed and honest debate is what makes Canada a great, prosperous and democratic country. On that point, we agree with Mr. Frank."

However, McMillan said his group does not talk about its conversations with government, partners, the private sector or other parties, "just as we don't make public internal discussion with projects and grantees."

"But I will say that Mr. Frank did not take part in any conversations we've had with government and his account of our conversations with government is inaccurate," he said.

Tzeporah Berman, a co-founder of ForestEthics, said the group couldn't discuss the specific conversations Frank referred to in his affidavit, adding that the organization doesn't have direct confirmation from the government on the statements.

Berman also said ForestEthics and Tides "will continue to be in conversation about our relationship."

The Globe and Mail: The Office Gets a Blast of Fresh Air
25 January 2012
Anyone who thinks environmentalists and technology don’t mix should tour the headquarters of Earth Rangers. A non-profit group that encourages children to become environmental stewards, the Woodbridge, Ont.-based organization moved into the Earth Rangers Centre for Sustainable Technology in 2004.

Andy Schonberger, the centre’s director, says the LEED Gold-certified building, which houses 45 Earth Rangers employees and 20 tenants, has had many upgrades since then. But one of its original features is an open-concept workspace that the designers integrated with the mechanics of the structure.

As Mr. Schonberger explains, the centre has radiant heating and cooling from its exposed concrete ceilings. “The open concept is not only good for work flow and collaboration, but it’s also how we efficiently heat and cool the space,” he says. Besides couches and chairs that lend themselves to informal get-togethers, several boardrooms serve employees for private meetings.

The centre gets so much natural light that staff rarely use electric lamps, and 90 per cent of the floor space offers a direct view of the conservation area that surrounds the building. All interior paints emit low or no volatile organic compounds, and the Greenguard-certified office furniture by Canadian designer and manufacturer Teknion contains no materials that release toxic gases.

Among its many energy-saving amenities, the building constantly brings in fresh outdoor air, warming or cooling it passively in underground “earth tubes” before running it through a UV filter to kill airborne pathogens. “All of these things add up to a much healthier work environment,” Mr. Schonberger says.

In another innovation, the centre is working with electrical equipment giant Schneider Electric to integrate its elaborate energy and water monitoring system with building automation. The automation system keeps track of occupancy by reading employees’ access badges. If staff numbers are low on a summer day, it will throttle back the air-handling unit and switch off lights in certain areas.

Over the next decade, more Canadians may find themselves working in environments as thoughtfully designed and technologically advanced. But office buildings must catch up with the use of tablet computers, video screens and other devices that are transforming the way people work – without letting those tools sabotage good design.

Beyond a better workplace, Mr. Schonberger notes, there’s a financial payoff for the technologies that Earth Rangers has deployed. “My energy bills are a tenth of what they would be if they hadn’t looked at all these systems,” he says. “Some of them are longer-term investments. But as we see resource scarcity and energy prices go up, these things start to make a lot of sense quickly.”

Likewise, some employers are moving ahead faster than others when it comes to furniture and design. Just ask John Hellwig, vice-president for design strategy and research at Toronto-based Teknion. For several years, Mr. Hellwig says, companies have been approaching his firm to ask about alternatives to the cubicle.

When Teknion – which has been making flexible furniture systems since it launched in 1997 – shows them options, some get it right away. Others can hardly believe what they’re seeing. “There’s a great deal of variety in how up-to-date these companies are,” Mr. Hellwig says. “They all know they need to do something, but many of them aren’t aware of what to do.”

Then again, they’re getting savvier. “Mobility, open space, LEED requirements for light and view – those kinds of things are very much more commonly seen and understood than even a few years ago,” Mr. Hellwig says.

As people adopt new technologies that change how they do their jobs, he observes, office buildings and furniture often lag behind. “For it all to work,” Mr. Hellwig says, “it all has to come together in some co-ordinated fashion.”

In his experience, technological advances such as miniaturization and flat screens have improved the furniture situation. “They’ve allowed us to make furniture a little more like furniture again. You don’t have to make so many accommodations for the technology just because of the nature of it now.”

From a workplace design perspective, an iPad resembles a book, says John Tong, a principal at Toronto design studio 3rd Uncle Design Inc. “You could be working in so many different ergonomic variations [with it] – sitting, lying, standing, lounging,” explains Mr. Tong, whose projects include corporate offices. “So it is a lot more liberating [for] designers.”

Mr. Tong says his firm tries to cast technology in a supporting role. For example, if an organization wants to install video-conferencing screens, it’s important to determine what kinds of meetings will take place on them, from presentations to collaborative sessions. “It’s less about technology and more about understanding the nature of what a company does,” Mr. Tong says.

Teknion’s Mr. Hellwig says he’s seeing more lounges with upholstered furniture and plugs-ins or nearby clusters of tables where staff can gather to work. But even if employers provide the right settings and tools for much-vaunted collaboration, workers may be reluctant to change old habits.

Although Teknion itself has such spaces, they’re not as popular as the company expected them to be. “We have the technology, we have the go-ahead to do it, but people just aren’t doing it,” Mr. Hellwig says. “The perception is if you’re sitting in a lounge chair, you’re lounging.”

He also concedes that making an office both attractive and comfortable is no easy task. At the end of the day it’s still, well, an office. “It goes back to the architecture – the spec-built buildings with generic lighting and generic flooring, and sometimes a floor plate that’s too big where you can’t see the outside,” Mr. Hellwig says. “It’ll take generations for that kind of thing to start to change.”
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Gulf Times (Qatar): Qatari and Brazilian students team up to help create database on mangroves  
Brazilian and Qatari high school students came together with National Geographic photographers and experts from Qatar University’s (QU) Environmental Studies Centre to take photographs of Doha’s Al Dhakhira Mangroves. 

Over the past several days, 22 high school students and six teachers from the Qatar Foundation International (QFI)-supported Arabic language and culture programmes in S?o Paulo and Curitiba in Brazil, run by BibliASPA, have been paired with students from the Qatar Leadership Academy and Qatar Academy on an educational exploration in Doha. 

QFI partnered with National Geographic to integrate a photo camp and teach digital storytelling during the 10-day exchange trip.  In support of the learning objectives, National Geographic photographers and QFI staff are teaching students how to use photography and video to communicate their ideas and explore their own communities through the camera’s lens. 

At the mangroves, the students searched for and photographed important species that make up this essential ecosystem, such as crab, sponges and jellyfish. 

The photos taken by the students and National Geographic photographers will be used in partnership with QU’s Environmental Studies Centre to produce an on-line database to document the importance of the mangroves. 

The mangroves are a significant component of Qatar’s ecosystem. It represents a sanctuary to migrating birds, food for camels, potential aquaculture sites and mitigates and reduces the impact of sand storms. 

There is very little published data on the mangroves and the proposed on-line database will be a useful tool for researchers working on the mangrove in the whole region and be a foundation stone for further work on mangroves. 

Before going in to the field, students were introduced to the basics of the mangrove ecosystem in Qatar through a lecture presented by Fadhil Sadooni, Associate Director of QU’s Environmental Studies Center.  The students were guided in the field by Ibrahim Almaslmani who helped them identify the types of organisms living in the mangrove ecosystem. QU’s Environmental Studies Centre has also partnered with QFI on past student cultural exchanges to provide the students with both experts in the classroom and in the field. 

Gulf Times: Doha to host Middle East power, water conference next month 

Doha will host on February 6-8 the Middle East Electricity and the Water World 2012 conference with the participation of more than 135 members from 20 countries.

The conference will present papers and discuss opportunities and challenges of energy supply and water and sanitation in the Middle East. The conference will also discuss emerging trends in the GCC and Arab market, financing investment, information technology to promote operational flexibility, in addition to topics such as water desalination, facilities management, tariffs, measurement systems and water reuse. 

The conference will be accompanied by an exhibition on energy which will display the latest solutions and innovative designs for technologies in the electrical and water industry. 

Gulf Times: Doha Bank’s seventh ‘Green Run’ on Jan 28  

Doha Bank is organising the seventh edition of its ‘Al Dana Green Run 2012’ on January 28 to spread the message of saving the environment as well as traffic awareness.

Stressing that it is committed to promote the global cause for saving the environment continually throughout the year, Doha Bank Group CEO R Seetharaman said “the Green Run is just one of our major campaigns which is aimed to raise awareness and motivate people to do something about it even as they go about their daily lives. Every bit counts.”

Along with promoting the global cause for saving the environment, the bank is also keen to promote traffic awareness and road accident prevention and is also proud to act as a socially responsible organisation that guides the community in Qatar through such events, he said thanking Colonel Mohamed Sa’ad al-Kharji, Head of Traffic and Patrol Department, for the continuous support.

“We are proud to be associated with the Green Run initiative by Doha Bank and will extend our full support to ensure that this event is as successful as the past years’ events,” al-Kharji said.

Arab News (Saudi Arabia): Cleaning of areas polluted by Gulf wars to be over by 2014

JEDDAH: Cleaning operations of coastlines and desert areas polluted during the Gulf war’s will be completed in 2014, President of the Presidency of Meteorology and Environment Prince Turki bin Nasser said in a press meeting in Jeddah on Tuesday.

“However, the project to track environment pollution left by the wars in the region will continue for next 15 years,” Prince Turki said, adding that the Kingdom has achieved the expertise to clean up and rehabilitate polluted areas.

The Kingdom has completed 50 percent of the cleaning project, the prince added.

“The Kingdom has signed nine new agreements to clean up war polluted areas in the country. Those areas include coasts and deserts in the Eastern Province and Hafr Al-Batin, joining the Saudi borders with Kuwait and Iraq," the prince said.

The prince added total compensation paid to victims of the wars crossed $1.2 billion, the Saudi Press Agency reported.

The prince also opened a meeting of the consultants committee for cleaning and rehabilitating war affected countries. “The Kingdom has employed all scientific studies and technologies for cleaning operations,” the prince said in his address. The Kingdom hosts this year’s meeting. Five countries affected by the wars include Kuwait, Jordan, Iraq and Iran as well as the Kingdom.

Gulf News (UAE): Green campaign: My Bag My Earth

DUBAI: An international NGO has called on more people to adopt a paper bag-making initiative as part of its ‘My Bag My Earth' movement. 

International Association for Human Values (IAHV), which is based in International Humanitarian City, kick-started the My Bag My Earth movement in 2005 with the ‘Reduce Plastic, Jute Up' campaign followed by ‘Green-Café' workshops for UAE retailers in 2009. 

"We would like to see more and more people re-using their paper. Right now, IAHV is focusing on training as many people as it can to push the cause of paper bag making," said Sandhya Prakash, architect of the My Bag My Earth movement. 

Earlier in May this year, UAE's Ministry of Environment and Water said plastic bags will be banned by 2013. 

Gulf News: Paper bags that changed an Abu Dhabi neighbourhood

Abu Dhabi: When he first went to distribute paper bags made of Gulf News pages to grocers in his locality early in 2010, Abdul Mugeeth was a little bit hesitant whether they would understand its importance. 

But when grocers and customers saw him accompanied by Gulf News photographer, they realised he was doing something very important and started asking questions about paper bags, Abdul Mugeeth, an Indian, told Gulf News on Wednesday, recollecting his anti-plastic campaign. 

He and his mother Andaleep Mannan said the support from Gulf News to his campaign began with the presence of its photographer in the outset and subsequent news reports. 

Abdul Mugeeth was one of the 10 recipients of Abu Dhabi Awards, for their contributions to conserve environment. The awards were presented by General Shaikh Mohammad Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Commander of the UAE Armed Forces. 

Gulf News: Dubai facility gets ready to host snow penguins

Dubai: Snow penguins now living permanently at Ski Dubai's 25-storey snow-covered wonderland don't usually give interviews to the media. 

But at month's end, Dubai's newest stars will meet the press in a media briefing before the mountain-themed ski hill opens its newest attraction, Snow Penguins at Ski Dubai, to the world sometime in February. 

To be housed year-round in the 22,500 square-metre facility chilled to a constant -1 degree C to -2C and covered with snow, the colony of penguins "will live in a specially created environment which mirrors the Antarctica", Ski Dubai said in a statement. 

The seafaring birds are part of what Ski Dubai said is a "multi-generation breeding programme at Sea World" and were born and bred in captivity. 

Organisers billed the environmental awareness project as "the world's first exciting attraction of its kind" and pledged that patrons young and old will be offered a rare chance to see penguins in their new environment. "Visitors will soon have a rare opportunity to interact with these remarkable birds in a one-of-a-kind intimate encounter and learn about their unique traits and habits. Mall of the Emirates visitors will also be able to enjoy viewing the snow penguin's natural antics during the grand presentation of the ‘March of the Penguins', starting in February 2012," the ski resort said.
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UN News Centre: UN launches online database to help businesses adapt to climate change

26 January 2012

A new online database launched today by the United Nations will showcase successful strategies that businesses and communities are using to adapt to climate change while simultaneously increasing their profits and using their resources more efficiently.

The database, which can be accessed through the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) website, features more than 100 examples from companies such as Coca-Cola, Levi’s, Microsoft and Starbucks, which share the details of their business-friendly adaptation practices.

“By showcasing private sector adaptation success stories, we intend to help both communities and businesses become more climate-resilient and to put the benefits and business sense of adaptation firmly on the agenda of the private sector,” said UNFCCC Executive Secretary Christiana Figueres, speaking from the World Economic Forum in Davos.

Climate risks which affect communities around the world are always also business risks.

“Climate risks which affect communities around the world are always also business risks,” she added.

Examples of best practices in the database include efforts to make drinking water clean and safe in developing countries and efforts to improve the yield of coffee beans in regions that are particularly vulnerable to climate change. They also cover activities such as the development of climate-friendly goods and services and climate proofing the supply chains of companies.

Ms. Figueres underscored the importance of businesses and governments implementing measures to prepare for natural disasters such as massive floods, as these have a big impact on the operation of local and global businesses.

“The initiatives detailed in the database both show how the private sector can secure early advantages by adapting without waiting for absolute policy certainty at the international level, and how governments and the private sector can work together to respond to climate change now. Public-private partnerships and cooperation with a wide range of stakeholders is becoming increasingly important to ensure successful implementation,” Ms. Figueres said.

In addition to the new database, the UNFCCC secretariat’s Momentum for Change Initiative provides a platform to showcase successful public-private partnerships at all levels that have led to positive changes for both people and the climate.

The database is part of a wider effort by UNFCCC following the UN Climate Change Conference in Durban, South Africa, to prioritize adaptation efforts as well as mitigation of natural disasters.
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UN News Centre: Green investment needed in marine sector to trigger economic, social benefits – UN
25 January 2012

The economic productivity of the marine sector can be significantly boosted by shifting to a more sustainable approach that focuses on green activities such as renewable energy, eco-tourism and sustainable transport, according to a United Nations report released today.

The report by the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), ‘Green Economy in a Blue World,’ looks at six different economic areas in the marine sector and provides recommendations on how to boost their potential by implementing green measures.

“Oceans are a key pillar for many countries in their development and fight to tackle poverty, but the wide range of ecosystem services, including food security and climate regulation, provided by marine and coastal environments are today under unprecedented pressure,” said UNEP Executive Director Achim Steiner.

    In the run-up to Rio+20, this report shows that a shift to a green economy can, if comprehensively implemented, unlock the potential of marine ecosystems to fuel economic growth

“Stepping up green investments in marine and coastal resources and enhancing international cooperation in managing these transboundary ecosystems are essential if a transition to low-carbon, resource-efficient green economy is to be realized,” he said.

The six economic areas examined by the report include fisheries and aquaculture, marine transport, ocean nutrient pollution, marine-based renewable energy, coastal tourism, and deep-sea minerals.

“This report provides concrete examples of how emerging ocean industries – including ocean energy and aquaculture industries – can become more profitable, more sustainable, and meet the needs of a growing population without sacrificing the health of our fragile ocean ecosystems,” said Linwood Pendleton, one of the contributors to the report and Director of Ocean and Coastal Policy at the Nicholas Institute for Environmental Policy Solutions.

In addition, the report also examines how small island developing States (SIDS), such as those in the Asia-Pacific and Caribbean regions, can take advantage of green economy opportunities to reduce their vulnerability to climate change and promote sustainable growth.

The report seeks to stimulate countries to take action as they prepare for the UN Conference on Sustainable Development (Rio+20) in Brazil in June, according to a news release issued by UNEP.

“In the run-up to Rio+20, this report shows that a shift to a green economy can, if comprehensively implemented, unlock the potential of marine ecosystems to fuel economic growth – particularly in small island developing States but in ways that ensure that future generations derive an equitable share of marine resources and services,” said Mr. Steiner.

The report was produced by UNEP in collaboration with the UN Development Programme (UNDP), the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), the UN International Maritime Organization (IMO), the UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UN-DESA), the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), the WorldFish Center and GRID-Arendal.
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UN News Centre: Talks open on draft outcome document for UN sustainable development conference
25 January 2012

The first round of informal discussions on the proposed outcome document of the United Nations conference on sustainable development that will be held in Brazil in June got under way in New York today with a senior UN official calling for an ambitious and yet practical conclusion.

“When world leaders gather in Rio in five months, we need to present them with an ambitious and yet practical outcome that equals the magnitude of today’s challenges,” said Sha Zukang, the Secretary-General of the UN Conference on Sustainable Development (Rio+20), which will be held in Rio de Janeiro beginning 20 June.

“We need a robust outcome from Rio+20, with reinvigorated political commitments by all countries. We need strong decisions…strong in commitments and strong in actions,” he said.

The informal round of talks on the outcome document is the first in a series of negotiating sessions to be held in March, April, May and June in the run up to the conference.

Mr. Sha, who is the UN Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Social Affairs, urged governments and civil society to focus on possible sustainable development goals, and on whether these would take into account specific national circumstances.

He also urged them to consider the “complementarity” between the proposed Sustainable Development Council and the Economic and Social Council; and how Rio+20 would drive the dissemination and transfer of state-of-the-art technologies on mutually agreed terms from developed to developing countries.

Eradicating poverty and building socially just and inclusive societies, while protecting the planet’s fragile eco-systems remain the defining challenges of the 21st century, Mr. Sha said.

The multiple crises of food, energy, climate, finance and employment shape the different facets of the challenges, he said, adding that they reminded humanity that problems are interconnected and must be tackled together.

The so-called “zero draft” of the outcome document was prepared from more than 6,000 pages of submissions from Member States, international organizations and civil society.
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UNEP and the Executive Director in the News
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General Environment News





US


New York Times:� HYPERLINK "http://green.blogs.nytimes.com/2012/01/25/californias-lead-in-solar-is-slowly-eroding/?smid=tw-nytimesgreen&seid=auto" �� California’s Lead in Solar is Slowly Eroding�


New York Times: � HYPERLINK "http://dotearth.blogs.nytimes.com/2012/01/25/a-legal-defense-fund-for-climate-scientists/" ��A Legal Defense Fund for Climate Scientists�


Forbes: � HYPERLINK "http://www.forbes.com/sites/stevezwick/2012/01/25/obama-sotu-stresses-economic-benefits-of-healthy-environment/" ��Obama Speech Stresses Economic Benefits of Healthy Environment�


Washington Post: � HYPERLINK "http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/44/post/obamas-2012-state-of-the-union-energy-environment/2012/01/25/gIQAFye7PQ_blog.html" ��Obama’s 2012 State of the Union: Energy, environment�


Washington Post: � HYPERLINK "http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/post-partisan/post/in-state-of-the-union-address-obama-says-he-will-push-forward-with-fracking/2012/01/24/gIQAxvt7OQ_blog.html" ��In State of Union Address, Obama says he will push forward with fracking�


Reuters: � HYPERLINK "http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/01/25/column-fracking-climate-idUSL5E8CP2HL20120125" ��Fracking Complicates the Climate Debate�


Bloomberg:� HYPERLINK "http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2012-01-25/sustainability-on-the-agenda-profits.html" �� Sustainability = On the Agenda = Profits�


CBS: � HYPERLINK "http://newyork.cbslocal.com/2012/01/25/state-releases-environmental-impact-statement-on-new-tappan-zee-bridge/" ��NY State Releases Environmental Impact Statement on New Tappan Zee Bridge�


Baltimore Sun: � HYPERLINK "http://www.baltimoresun.com/features/green/blog/bal-obama-touts-clean-energy-defends-regulations-20120125,0,4665148.story?track=rss" ��Obama Pushes “clean energy”, defends environmental rules�


Washington Post (USA): � HYPERLINK "http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/asia-pacific/rising-wealth-of-asians-fishing-subsidies-straining-worlds-fish-resources/2012/01/24/gIQANuNuMQ_story.html" ��Rising wealth of Asians, fishing subsidies straining world’s fish resources, UN experts say�


Huffington Post (USA): � HYPERLINK "http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/01/24/asians-world-fish-stock_n_1227294.html" ��Rising Wealth of Asians Straining World Fish Stock�


AJC (USA): � HYPERLINK "http://www.ajc.com/news/nation-world/rising-wealth-of-asians-1314661.html" ��Rising wealth of Asians straining world fish stock�


ABC News: � HYPERLINK "http://abcnews.go.com/International/wireStory/rising-wealth-asians-straining-world-fish-stock-15426665" ��Rising wealth of Asians straining world fish stock�


E&E News: � HYPERLINK "http://www.eenews.net/EEDaily/2012/01/25/13" ��New Report on ARPA-E Divides Science Panel Over Clean Energy Work�


E&E News: � HYPERLINK "http://www.eenews.net/eed/2012/1/25" ��Energy looms large in Obama’s agenda-- and re-election plans�


E&E News: � HYPERLINK "http://www.eenews.net/eed/2012/1/25" ��Obama stands firm behind CES, renewables�


E&E News: � HYPERLINK "http://www.eenews.net/climatewire/2012/01/25/4" ��MIT report shows sustainability means profit for some businesses� 


Canada


Financial Post: � HYPERLINK "http://business.financialpost.com/2012/01/24/bad-statistics-on-the-clean-economy/?__lsa=a454c06c" ��Bad statistics on the clean economy�


CBC News: � HYPERLINK "http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/new-brunswick/story/2012/01/24/nb-wind-farm-sackville-amherst.html" ��Maritime Wind Farms Near Completion� 


CBC News:� HYPERLINK "http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/story/2012/01/24/forest-ethics-andrew-frank.html" �� PMO accused of threatening environmental group�


The Globe and Mail: � HYPERLINK "http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/technology/shaping-the-future/the-office-gets-a-blast-of-fresh-air/article2313450/" ��The Office Gets a Blast of Fresh Air�
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Reuters: � HYPERLINK "http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/01/25/us-marine-investment-idUSTRE80O08Q20120125" ��Clean up world seas to boost economy, UN body says�


New York Times: � HYPERLINK "http://www.nytimes.com/2012/01/25/business/global/signs-of-new-life-as-un-searches-for-a-climate-accord.html?_r=1&ref=energy-environment" ��Signs of New Life as U.N. Searches for a Climate Accord�


Time Magazine: � HYPERLINK "http://www.time.com/time/world/article/0,8599,2105289,00.html" ��United Nations Conference Returns to Rio�


Washington Post: � HYPERLINK "http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/environment/un-environment-conference-returns-to-rio-with-emphasis-on-sustainable-development/2012/01/24/gIQAmrsoOQ_story.html" ��UN environment conference returns to Rio with emphasis on sustainable development�


Huffington Post: � HYPERLINK "http://www.huffingtonpost.com/huff-wires/20120124/un-un-rio-plus-20/" ��UN conference returns to Rio with new emphasis�
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