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GEF to double funding available to NGOs for community-based environmental projects
     BODY:

     The Global Environment Facility (GEF) has announced that it will more than double the amount of

     small grant funding available to non-governmental organizations and community-based organizations.

     The grants, which are up to US$ 50,000 each, support projects that simultaneously benefit the global

     environment and local communities in developing countries. The projected increase in funds for grants

     reflects the program's record of success, which has led to greater demand for grants and increased

     donor support.

     As one of the GEF's three implementing agencies, along with the UN Environment Programme and the

     UN Development Prorgramme, the World Bank helps its client countries to prepare and supervise GEF

     projects. It plays the primary role in ensuring the development and management of investment

     projects. 

     According to the recently approved GEF business plan, the GEF small grants budget is projected to

     increase from $30 million in 2003 to more than $60 million in 2005. The increase in funding would allow

     GEF to award more small grants and increase the number of countries participating in the program.

     "GEF's Small Grants Programme has made a huge difference in the well-being and environmental

     health in thousands of local communities," said GEF's CEO and Chairman, Mohamed T.

     El-Ashry. "Though the program's grants are small compared with the needs of our global environment,

     their impact is large - and GEF is working closely with its partners to make the program's impact even

     larger in the coming years."

     Since 1992, GEF has committed approximately $117.35 million for small grants - leveraging an additional

     $65.6 million in co-financing - to NGOs and community groups in developing countries, directly involving

     them in addressing global environmental problems. Through the program, grants of up to $50,000 are

     used to demonstrate and support the dissemination of community-based natural resource management

     practices and technologies that could reduce threats to the global environment if they are replicated.

     The Small Grants Programme is administered on behalf of the GEF by the UNDP (the United Nations

     Development Programme).

     So far, GEF's Small Grants Programme has benefited some 4,000 communities, including those in:

     - Zimbabwe, where large areas of land are approaching desert conditions. In many areas, rainfall simply

     runs off the hard, dry ground, creating deep gullies rather than replenishing the earth. In 1997, a

     community in Masvingo province used a GEF small grant to obtain training in modern conservation

     techniques and nearly forgotten traditional methods of land management. The funding enabled the

     community to reclaim the gullies by planning vetiver and other grasses

     - rich source of fodder and renewed habitats from wildlife. In addition, fishponds were stocked, sacred

     springs revived, and ecotourism was introduced to the area.

     - Bolivia, where a community near La Paz used a GEF small grant to conserve native potato varieties

     that are highly valued by local communities and contribute to global biodiversity. Andean farmers had

     traditionally cultivated dozens of native potato varieties, however the genetic diversity of native

     varieties has been eroded because of the influence of imported, high-yielding potato varieties and other

     factors. Through GEF's small grant, the NGO Centro de Promocion de la Mujer provided technical

     assistance to households for conserving, managing, and producing the sani negra and other native

     potato varieties. The project enabled the local community to produce more than 30 tons of potatoes -

     enough for themselves and to sell to neighboring communities.

     - Jordan, where a series of GEF small grants were used by the Royal Society for the Conservation of

     Nature to help protect biological diversity and create sustainable livelihood opportunities for local

     communities near the Dana Nature Reserve, the second largest protected territory in Jordan.

     Through rangeland management and animal husbandry, combined with alternative income-generating

     activities such as eco-tourism, overgrazing of the land has been reduced and the community has

     benefited.

     - The Philippines, where the people of the island of Mindanao used a GEF small grant to take charge of

     their own energy needs while protecting the environment. They built a 25-kilowatt micro-hydropower

     station, which transfers the potential energy of streams and small flows, to supply themselves with

     inexpensive, renewable electrical power. With GEF support, local residents conducted a survey of the

     watershed before building the micro-hydropower station. They used the results to begin rehabilitating

     the watershed area.

     Now the schools of Mindanao are no longer dark in the afternoon, and the homes are lit at night -

     allowing more time for studies and for income-generating activities such as making crafts. The

     watershed protection activities promoted by the project will ensure the long-term sustainability of the

     water source and the micro-hydropower station.

     About the GEF

     The Global Environment Facility is an international financial organization with 175 member countries

     that acts as a major catalyst for improving the global environment. GEF's mandate is to make the

     connection between local and global environmental challenges, and between national and

     international efforts to conserve biodiversity, reduce the risks of climate change, protect the ozone

     layer, clean up international waters, combat land degradation, and phase out persistent organic

     pollutants.

     Since its creation in 1991, the GEF has allocated $4.5 billion in grants to support more than 1,200

     projects in 140 developing nations and countries with economies in transition.

     In addition, GEF has committed approximately $117.35 million in small grants to NGOs and community

     groups in developing countries, directly involving them in addressing global environmental problems.

     A recent assessment by an independent panel of experts finds that the GEF has been a "catalyst for

     innovative programs" and has produced "significant results" to improve the global environment.

     For more information, visit: www.worldbank.org/gef or www.TheGEF.org

     CONTACT: Hutton G. Archer, Global Environment Facility (GEF)

     Tel: +1 202 473 0508

     Fax: +1 202 522 3240

     e-mail: harcher@theGEF.org

     WWW: http://www.theGEF.org

     LOAD-DATE: July 2, 2003 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Business Line 

July 3, 2003 

 Headline: Canara Bank To Open Ten More Branches In Kerala 

     BODY: 

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, July 2. CANARA Bank, which is set to commission its fourth regional office in

     Kerala, will open around ten more branches and five extension counters in the State during the

     current year. 

     The bank is already having four RBI licences and these will be utilised for opening branches at Pettah

     and Kazhakkottam in Thiruvananthapuram district, Angamaly in Ernakulam district and at Kozhikode.

     These apart, 25 more ATMs will also be put in operation in the State during the year, according to Mr

     N. Kanthakumar, Executive Director. An exclusive all-woman branch in Thiruvananthapuram is also on

     the agenda of the bank. The bank, which has 238 branches in Kerala, is opening a new regional

     office at Kollam, taking the total number of regional offices to four in the State. The office will cover 48

     branches in Thiruvananthapuram, Kollam, Kottayam and Pathanamthitta districts. 

     Mr Kanthakumar said the commissioning of the new regional office would usher in more effective and

     efficient financial intermediation that would catalyse further growth and progress in the region. 

     The total business of the bank in the State reached Rs 8,861 crore as on March 31, 2003, with

     deposits of Rs 6,076 crore and advances of Rs 2,785 crore. The overall credit-deposit and investment

     ratio improved to 54.32 per cent from 52.84 per cent. The credit-deposit ratio alone also rose to 45.84

     per cent from 43.47 per cent. The non-resident deposits formed 57 per cent of the total deposits. 

     Talking of the bank's overall plans, Mr Kanthakumar, said 150 new branches/extension counters

     would be opened across the country during the current year. The ATM strength would be taken to 500,

     besides extending the anywhere banking facility to 500 branches. 

     The new services planned included debit card, Internet banking and mobile banking, he said. 

     In Kerala, the bank would focus on tourism, health services, education and information technology for

     lending purposes, even while continuing the thrust on retail lending operations. It would also actively

     involve in lending to the small and medium enterprises and implement projects for agricultural

     development, including homestead farming for small and marginal farmers, Mr Kanthakumar said. 

     During the current year, a special scheme for solar home lighting system would be launched in the

     State with subsidy from UNEP, he said. 
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European Report

July 2, 2003

Headline: Environment: Italian Presidency To Adopt Liberal Approach
  HIGHLIGHT:

     Italy does not propose to pursue a raft of new regulations or bans for the environment sector under

     its Presidency of the EU starting July 1. Instead it intends to focus on voluntary agreements and

     positive action. This is the tenor of Rome's environment programme for its term during the second half

     of 2003, a programme some are certain to dismiss as "modestly" ambitious and resolutely liberal. In

     particular, the Italian Presidency is keen to highlight integration of the environment into economic

     development strategies, the adoption of "sustainability" indicators and monitoring of the implementation

     of the Kyoto Protocol on Climate Change, in respect of which the high point will come with the meeting

     of the 9th Conference of Parties to the Convention on Climate Change in Milan from December 1 to 12,

     2003.

     BODY:

     The Italian Presidency points out that Johannesburg World Summit on Sustainable Development

     (August 26 - September 4, 2002) identified clear guidelines on recognising the need to integrate the

     environmental dimension in development strategies, and emphasises the key role to be played by the

     private sector and the business community in associating economic growth with environmental

     protection. The Presidency argues that the European Union and the European Commission have a

     responsibility to translate the commitments of the Johannesburg summit into action and therefore to

     initiate a new political process on the environment. Rome believes this new approach must be based

     on "positive action" and on reaching voluntary agreements between public administrations and

     enterprises rather than "an ideology of prohibition promoted by environmentalist bureaucracies". Its

     action will therefore be strongly coloured by the Italian Government's ultra-liberal views.

     In practical terms, the Presidency has set itself the target of securing the adoption of sustainable

     development indicators by the December European Council to be used to promote new production and

     consumption models and to gauge the quality of economic growth. These indicators are vital for

     assessing the true degree of integration of environmental considerations in the various sectoral policies,

     the more or less effective use of natural resources and energy and relations between technological

     innovation and economic growth. 

     The programme presented announces a series of events all focusing on these key points:

     - A workshop in Trieste on July 7 and 8, 2003 on the integration of the environment and the economy

     in an enlarged Europe;

     - A joint informal meeting of Environment and Energy Ministers (EU + accession countries) in

     Montecatini, on July 18, 2003. Discussions will focus on strategies and policies to meet demand and

     guarantee security of energy supply in an enlarged EU whilst achieving the targets set in the Kyoto

     Protocol on reducing greenhouse gas emissions. A second debate will be more specifically dedicated to

     the Community programme on climate change with a view to defining integrated sustainability indicators

     for EU energy and environment policies;

     - A European workshop to be held on September 25 and 26 in Rome on sustainability indicators in order

     to prepare this dossier for the December European Council;

     - At the international level, the second Asia-Europe session on the Environment (ASEM) in Lecce,

     from October 11 to 13, 2003 and the XIIIth Conference of Parties to the Barcelona Convention on

     Protection of the Mediterranean in Catane, from November 10 to 14. This last session should also

     review and give fresh impetus to the Type II initiative for renewable energy in the Mediterranean zone;

     and

     - Finally, the 9th Conference of Parties to the United Nations Convention on Climate Change in Milan

     from December 1 to 12, 2003: the Italian Presidency proposes to put across the message that the

     challenge of climate change offers a unique opportunity for the development of new technologies and

     international co-operation in this area. To prepare this session, Rome, in association with the UNFCCC

     (United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change), the UNEP (United Nations Environment

     Programme) and the IEA (International Energy Agency) will stage a debate which major energy

     companies will be invited to attend.

     Finally, the Presidency further indicates that it will also seek in the course of discussions at the

     Environment Council in October and December, if not an agreement, at least substantial progress on

     "burning dossiers" such as the new strategy on chemicals, integrated product policy and international

     co-operation under the Kyoto Protocol, particularly in the context of the implementation of flexible

     mechanisms (joint implementation and clean development mechanisms).

         There is every reason to believe that the Italian Presidency's ultra liberal credo, along with an

     attack on the Commission and other "environmentalist bureaucracies", augurs badly for forthcoming

     discussions both between Community institutions - and within the Environment Council - as with

     environmental organisations. Greenpeace has already expressed "serious disquiet" over the future of

     Community environmental policy over the next six months under an Italian Presidency which gives

     priority to economic interests to the detriment of all protection and conservation elements covered by

     the various dossiers.
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HEADLINE: UN  United Nations Global Compact announces milestone - 1,000 businesses now participating;Annual report illustrates how companies, labour and civil society are working together to advance corporate citizenship
     DATELINE: NEW YORK

     BODY:

     The United Nations Global Compact today announced that more than 1,000 companies from around

     the world are participating in the initiative, working with international labour, civil society

     organizations and other stakeholders to advance nine principles in the areas of human rights, labour

     and the environment.

     The number of participating organizations is contained in the Global Compact's annual Report on

     Progress and Activities, which was officially released today at a press conference at United Nations

     Headquarters.

     The report provides a comprehensive overview of the Global Compact's operations during the July

     2002-July 2003 fiscal year. 

     "The idea of a Global Compact - first articulated in a speech by Secretary-General Kofi Annan in

     January 1999 - is today very much alive", said Georg Kell, Executive Head of the Global Compact.

     "From its inception, the Global Compact has operated on the premise that finding solutions to make

     markets more sustainable and inclusive can only be achieved if societal actors learn how to work

     effectively together."

     The Report includes the following highlights for the year:

     - The number of participating companies doubled from approximately 500 to more than 1,000 during

     the year; over half of the companies are from the developing world.

     - The Global Compact was launched in 14 countries, bringing to 53 the number of countries where the

     Global Compact has taken root.

     - Dozens of partnership projects in support of the Global Compact have been inspired.

     - Global labour increased its involvement, while civil society also continued to play a crucial role as

     participants in a range of activities. By year-end, more than 20 civil society organizations were

     engaged at the global level, with many more at the local.

     - The United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) was welcomed as the Global

     Compact's fifth core agency, responsible for small- and medium-sized enterprises. The other four

     agencies involved are: Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, International

     Labour Organization (ILO), United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), United Nations

     Environment Programme (UNEP).

     - A revised strategic approach was adopted whereby companies are asked to publish a "Communication

     on Progress" in their annual reports and/or other prominent reports to increase transparency and public

     accountability.

     - A number of major policy dialogues were convened - involving hundreds of participants from

     business, labour and civil society - and outputs were realized. Topics included Business and

     Sustainable Development; HIV/AIDS; Supply Chain Management; and Partnerships.

     - An initiative to grow sustainable business in the world's least developed countries was launched and

     tangible action was taken in Ethiopia, with activities planned for Madagascar, Angola, Bangladesh and

     Cambodia.

     "While these are promising developments, the Global Compact remains an ambitious experiment in the

     possibilities of multi-stakeholder cooperation", said Mr. Kell. "The Global Compact must strive to

     ensure that its principles are translated into practices and actions that ultimately make a difference in

     the lives of the poor."

     ((M2 Communications Ltd disclaims all liability for information provided within M2 PressWIRE. Data

     supplied by named party/parties. Further information on M2 PressWIRE can be obtained at

     http://www.presswire.net on the world wide web. Inquiries to info@m2.com)).
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Nairobi to Host Technology Project

02 July 2003 / CTO 

               Nairobi has been picked to host a regional centre for technology transfer to Africa. It will get Sh1.5 billion from   Canada to establish modern laboratories for the transfer of technology and training of East and Central African  science scholars.

               The city will serve as a hub for a network of regional universities involved in research along with seven other   centres in the continent yet to be identified. State-of-the-art laboratories will be set up in Nairobi to address

emerging problems related to technological transfer.

               Nairobi was picked as a centre because of its accessibility and the fact that it serves as the headquarters of a   number of international research institutions. It is the only city in the developing world that hosts a UN agency, UN  Environment Programme (Unep), besides being the headquarters of top intra-governmental and

inter-governmental research organisations.
__________________________________________________________________________________________

The Independent

Reaping the whirlwind
Extreme weather prompts  unprecedented global warming alert

03 July 2003

In an astonishing announcement on global   warming and extreme weather, the World  Meteorological Organisation signalled last night   that the world's weather is going haywire.    In a startling report, the WMO, which normally   produces detailed scientific reports and staid  statistics at the year's end, highlighted record

extremes in weather and climate occurring all   over the world in recent weeks, from  Switzerland's hottest-ever June to a record   month for tornadoes in the United States - and  linked them to climate change.

                  The unprecedented warning takes its force and significance from the fact that it  is not coming from Greenpeace or Friends of the Earth, but from an  impeccably respected UN organisation that is not given to hyperbole (though    environmentalists will seize on it to claim that the direst warnings of climate  change are being borne out).

                  The Geneva-based body, to which the weather services of 185 countries  contribute, takes the view that events this year in Europe, America and Asia are  so remarkable that the world needs to be made aware of it immediately.  The extreme weather it documents, such as record high and low   temperatures, record rainfall and record storms in different parts of the world,   is consistent with predictions of global warming. Supercomputer models show   that, as the atmosphere warms, the climate not only becomes hotter but much  more unstable. "Recent scientific assessments indicate that, as the global   temperatures continue to warm due to climate change, the number and  intensity of extreme events might increase," the WMO said, giving a striking  series of examples.

                  In southern France, record temperatures were recorded in June, rising above   40C in places - temperatures of 5C to 7C above the average.   In Switzerland, it was the hottest June in at least 250 years, environmental  historians said. In Geneva, since 29 May, daytime temperatures have not fallen   below 25C, making it the hottest June recorded.   In the United States, there were 562 May tornadoes, which caused 41 deaths.  This set a record for any month. The previous record was 399 in June 1992.  In India, this year's pre-monsoon heatwave brought peak temperatures of 45C  - 2C to 5C above the norm. At least 1,400 people died in India due to the hot  weather. In Sri Lanka, heavy rainfall from Tropical Cyclone 01B exacerbated  wet conditions, resulting in flooding and landslides and killing at least 300  people. The infrastructure and economy of south-west Sri Lanka was heavily  damaged. A reduction of 20-30 per cent is expected in the output of low-grown  tea in the next three months.

                  Last month was also the hottest in England and Wales since 1976, with  average temperatures of 16C. The WMO said: "These record extreme events  (high temperatures, low temperatures and high rainfall amounts and   droughts) all go into calculating the monthly and annual averages, which, for   temperatures, have been gradually increasing over the past 100 years.

                  "New record extreme events occur every year somewhere in the globe, but in  recent years the number of such extremes have been increasing.   "According to recent climate-change scientific assessment reports of the joint   WMO/United Nations Environmental Programme Intergovernmental Panel on  Climate Change, the global average surface temperature has increased since   1861. Over the 20th century the increase has been around 0.6C.

                  "New analyses of proxy data for the northern hemisphere indicate that the  increase in temperature in the 20th century is likely to have been the largest in  any century during the past 1,000 years."   While the trend towards warmer temperatures has been uneven over the past   century, the trend since 1976 is roughly three times that for the whole period.  Global average land and sea surface temperatures in May 2003 were the  second highest since records began in 1880. Considering land temperatures  only, last May was the warmest on record.

                  It is possible that 2003 will be the hottest year ever recorded. The 10 hottest   years in the 143-year-old global temperature record have now all been since   1990, with the three hottest being 1998, 2002 and 2001.

                  The unstable world of climate change has long been a prediction. Now, the  WMO says, it is a reality. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________

The Malta Independent

At Europe’s cutting edge

Noel Grima
               It is a large expanse of greenery, shut off from  the outside world by forbidding wire netting and

     a heavily guarded entrance that makes one think  of a frontier post, with passports being checked.

                Not many people who live around here know what goes on behind  these gates and the trees. Nor do many people in Europe, even  though they fund it.

                The Joint Research Centre at Ispra, north Italy, and elsewhere, is a  source of independent scientific and technical reference for   European policy-makers. It serves the European Commission, the   European Parliament, the council and the European Union member  states.

                Its aim is to help create a safer, cleaner, healthier and more   competitive Europe.

                A seminar held at Ispra last week showed journalists from   acceding countries, including Malta, what the JRC is doing and   where it intends to help.

                The JRC’s role in the development of the European Research  Area is to develop a community-wide base for harmonised   measurements and to coordinate European and global networks. It  is also heavily involved in the EU enlargement process and works  closely with applicant countries to help them better understand

certain parts of EU law.

                Its work ranges from improving the earthquake resistance of  buildings and measuring genetically modified organisms to  assessing the quality and sustainability of inland and marine waters,  and using satellite systems to monitor land use and deforestation.

                Its activities focus on three main pillars: food, chemical products  and health; environment and sustainability; and nuclear safety and  security. These are supported by three horizontal complementary

competencies: science and technology foresight; reference   materials and measurements; and public security and antifraud.

                The JRC has 2,100 staff around Europe, with over 1,500 scientists,  and is committed to the training of young scientists. The JRC also  works with more than 2,000 public and private organisations, such  as research centres, universities, regulatory bodies, local authorities,  industrial associations and companies in more than 150 major   networks, including partnerships with applicant countries.

                Its annual budget is approximately e300 million and comes from the   European Commission’s research budget and from competitive  income (such as that gained through participation in collaborative   projects and contract work for third parties – including industry and   regional authorities).

                The JRC’s seven scientific institutes carry out research of direct  concern to EU citizens, working with industry, universities, other  research institutes and member states.

                Apart from Ispra, the JRC has a representative office and   directorate general in Brussels, an Institute for Reference   Materials and Measurements at Geel, in Belgium; an Institute for  Trans-Uranium elements at Karlsruhe, the Institute for Energy at   Petter, in The Netherlands and the Institute for Prospective        Technological Studies in Seville, Spain.

                These are the JRC projects on which the media at Ispra were   given more exhaustive information.

                • ECVAM: The European Centre for the Validation of Alternative  Methods. Despite its cumbersome heading, this institute tries to find  alternatives to the pain caused to animals by humans experimenting

on them.

                Although finding the going sometimes difficult, the unit has made   some remarkable steps forward through concentrating on test   procedures and integrated testing schemes which could reduce,    refine and eventually replace the need for tests on laboratory  animals.

                • Biotechnology and genetically modified organisms: This unit has   the mandate to provide scientific support for the development and  implementation of technical GMO-related issues. Setting up and         coordinating the European Network of GMO Laboratories (ENGL)  is considered one of the major achievements of the JRC in recent  years.

                ENGL constitutes a unique platform for experts from EU member  states, EEA countries and accession countries to discuss technical   issues related to sampling, detection, identification and  quantification of GMOs.

                • Air quality: 

                1. Vela: In support to the EU Air Quality policy, the Air Quality

                and Health action will contribute to the provision, the compilation

                and the critical analysis of the scientific evidence for the

                preparation of new directives or the revision of existing directives.

                The action will focus on the harmonisation of assessment

                strategies, the use of dispersion models and the impact of air

                pollutants on human health. It will provide guidance to the member

                states and to the candidate countries on the correct implementation

                of the directives.

                2. AIRPECO is a specific JRC project that supports efficient and

                harmonised implementation of air pollution policy in accession

                countries, dealing with the measurement of atmospheric emissions

                and air quality. Airpeco’s objective is to give practical guidance to

                candidate and accession countries through the provision of

                workshops, training courses, pilot studies and quality assurance

                programmes.

                3. PEOPLE project (Population Exposure to Air Pollutants in

                Europe): This project involves the monitoring of ambient outdoor

                and indoor levels of air pollutants as well as measuring population

                exposure in European capitals. Benzene has been selected as the

                first pollutant to be measured: it is a carcinogenic pollutant to which

                exposure is associated with the risk of the development of

                leukaemia.

                • Environment and sustainability: The IES institute has finalised

                contribution on oxygen depletion in the Belt Seas and the South

                Kattegat. The group has the mandate to investigate the reason for

                this extraordinary and extreme event. The scientific contribution

                from the JRC shows that this coastal area is characterised by a

                high physical vulnerability to eutrophication of which oxygen

                depletion is a result. As a consequence the level of nutrient

                discharges to reach a good ecological status is low compared to

                other coastal marine areas like the southern North Sea.

                • IDEA project (Electronic identification of animals) was launched

                by the directorate General of Agriculture, lasted three years

                (1998-2001) and involved six member states (France, Germany,

                Italy, the Netherlands, Portugal and Spain). During the project over

                one million animals from four different species were fitted with one

                of three types of electronic tag: certified electronic eartags,

                ceramic capsules retained in the animal’s second stomach or

                injectable transponders. The JRC provided technical support for

                performance testing and certification of electronic identification

                devices, quality control; of equipment, definition and establishment

                of the central database, data transmission and recording during the

                project and global evaluation of the results. The findings of the

                project have already led to concrete action by the commission,

                which has submitted a draft proposal for a council regulation on the

                identification and registration of sheep and goats. Furthermore, the

                standing committee on the food chain and animal health is expected

                to assist the commission by drawing up guidelines for

                implementation, based on the results of the IDEA project.

                • ELSA: European Laboratory for Structural Assessment. The

                laboratory is equipped with unique experimental facilities in Europe

                to support the research towards safety and standardisation in

                construction. In particular, the research work done at ELSA for the

                mitigation of seismic risk is based on large-scale testing of full-size

                models of civil constructions and on their numerical simulation.

                ELSA brings its contribution to the construction of the European

                Research Area by hosting large experiments that involve a high

                level of collaboration in the enlarged Europe and by hosting and

                training a significant number of young researchers.

                • LPIS: Land Parcel Identification Systems are a key element of

                the Integrated Administration and Control System (the core tool for

                handling and controlling the agricultural subsidies of the Common

                Agricultural Policy) which also candidate countries must set up

                under the Acquis Communautaire. LPIS are large-scale digital

                maps used to unambiguously identify and measure agricultural

                parcels and so permit verification of farmers’ subsidy applications.

                Their implementation through advanced information technology

                tools (Geographic Information Systems) will become compulsory

                for all member states by 2005.

                • GLC 2000: A new land cover database for the year 2000

                mapping the world’s vegetation. Food and Agriculture Organisation

                of the United Nations (FAO) and the United Nation’s Environment

                Programme (UNEP) welcomed the GL 2000 products generated

                under the leadership of the JRC as a landmark in the process of

                global scale land cover mapping. They saw the model as having

                established an effective global partnership and a new scientific

                model for this type of work. The two UN organisations fully

                endorsed the project and will co-sponsor publication and distribution

                of the final maps with the European Commission.

                • Floods: Floods rank worldwide among the most important natural

                hazards. Over the past 10 years Europe has experienced a number

                of severe floods that were associated both with loss of life and

                major economic losses. The most recent ones were the Danube

                and the Elbe floods in August last year, but many may still   remember the Meuse and 

                Rhine floods of 1993 and 1995, or the devastating Oder flood in 1997. The reduction of actual and future  flood risk in Europe is an issue of mounting importance over the   coming decades. The JRC, in support of DG Environment, is  developing tools to assess and forecast flood risk in trans-national  river catchments. 

                There are two important activities. One deals with the impact  assessment of natural and technical measures along rivers on flood  risk i.e. scenario modelling. The other deals with the development of a prototype of an early flood alert system. This prototype, giving  lead times of seven days or more, is at present being developed and  tested at the JRC in close collaboration with the relevant authorities   of the member states.
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

UN climate chief says Russian okay  key for Kyoto

NORWAY: July 3, 2003
                OSLO - The head of the U.N. panel on climate change  said on Wednesday that any failure by Russia to ratify  a pact on global warming would mean almost a  decade had been wasted in efforts to protect the            environment.

                "The whole world is waiting with bated breath on what  Russia's going to do," Rajendra Pachauri told Reuters of   Moscow's delays in ratifying the United Nations' Kyoto  Protocol. "We need to know one way or another."

                Under a complex weighting system, Russian ratification is  the key to whether the 1997 Kyoto pact on limiting climate  change will enter into force. Only if nations accounting for  55 percent of emissions sign up can the protocol take  effect.

                The United States, the world's biggest polluter, accounts for  about one-third of all emissions, but U.S. President George  W. Bush withdrew from the pact in 2001.

                Russian Prime Minister Mikhail Kasyanov told an Earth Summit in Johannesburg last September that Moscow  would ratify Kyoto "in the near future".

                "I'm afraid that if Kyoto is not ratified we will have lost about  eight or nine years chasing what might turn out to be a   mirage," said Pachauri, chairman of the Intergovernmental   Panel on Climate Change.

                Asked if he had any idea when Russia might ratify the  agreement Pachauri, speaking on the sidelines of an  environmental conference in the Norwegian capital, replied  "God knows."

                "If you talk to 10 different people you get 10 different views  of what Russia is likely to do...I don't know why it's taking  so long," he said.

                The Kyoto pact aims to cut emissions of gases like carbon  dioxide, blamed for blanketing the planet and pushing up  temperatures, to about five percent below 1990 levels.

                Pachauri said Russian ratification would allow the world to  move on and act more strongly to curb global warming,  blamed by many scientists for phenomena ranging from rising sea levels to more extreme weather like floods and  droughts.

                "The whole world has been consumed with Kyoto and we've  not looked at the longer term," he said. "The sooner we get the Kyoto protocol out of the way the better."

                "The Kyoto Protocol is in a sense only going to scratch the  surface," he said, adding that the world needed to do far   more to reduce reliance on fossil fuels, for instance by  shifting to renewable energy and raising energy efficiency. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Antarctic Scott's lasting legacy

By Helen Briggs 

                 When the bodies of Scott of the Antarctic and his party were  discovered in 1912, a collection of rocks and fossils were found  by their tent. 

                 The men had hauled geological  specimens weighing 35 pounds (16  kg) back from the South Pole. 

                 Observers have since questioned the  wisdom of carrying them all that way   but Scott was determined that the  expedition have a scientific cause. 

                 Almost a century later, the  explorer's plant fossils have helped  overturn a long-held theory. 

                 "Scott was right all along, his fossils have a lasting legacy," says Colin   Osborne, a biologist at Sheffield University, UK. 

                 Scott's collection contained some of the first plant fossils found in  Antarctica, the remains of ancient lush deciduous forests that carpeted  the continent about 250 million years ago. 

                 The fossilised leaves and bark, now in the archives of London's Natural  History Museum, show Antarctica was once green and warm. Exactly  how forests managed to flourish at the South Pole has been contentious  ever since. 

                 Falling leaves 

                 Much of the debate centres on the predominance of deciduous trees  (which lose their leaves during winter) over evergreens. 

                 The accepted wisdom is that trees dropped their leaves because they  were unable to photosynthesise during the dark winters. (Photosynthesis  is the light-dependent process used by plants to make carbon, the stuff

of life.) 

                 According to this theory, deciduous  trees in a polar climate save more  valuable carbon than evergreens  since carbon is lost by canopy  respiration during warm, dark winter   months. 

                 Dr Osborne and colleagues have   now tested this theory by growing   modern day descendants of the

                 trees in conditions they would have  encountered in an ancient polar  forest. 

                 It turns out that leaf shedding was a false economy. The quantity of  carbon lost would have far outweighed that burned as fuel by an  evergreen in the darkness of a warm polar winter. 

                 "Our findings show that the long-standing explanation for the dominance  of deciduous trees in these ecosystems simply doesn't add up," says  Professor David Beerling. 

                 Forgotten paper 

                 There must be another explanation, he adds, perhaps water supply, soil  fertility or the chilling effects of low temperatures. 

                 Ironically, the work supports research carried out on Scott's plant fossils   by the Cambridge botanist Albert Seward in 1914. 

                 He wrote that a deciduous or   evergreen strategy would have been   equally viable but his work was

"forgotten or not picked up", says Dr  Osborne. 

                 The alternative view, put forward 30  years later by researchers in the  United States, prevailed instead.

                 Exoneration, perhaps, for Scott's  decision to collect specimens? 

                 "Scott wanted to justify his   expedition not only in terms of going   to the pole but also scientifically," says Paul Kenrick, a palaeobotanist at   the Natural History Museum. "It was more than just a race to the pole." 

                 The plant research is published in the journal Nature. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

EU Parliament Clears Way to End Ban on   Biotech Crops 

                      STRASBOURG, France, July 2, 2003 (ENS) - The European   Parliament has backed a compromise package worked out with   governments to settle the wording of two key European Union   regulations on the traceability and labeling of genetically modified   (GM) food and feed products. The deal has been welcomed in

all quarters as a milestone in Europe's contentious GM debate. It   is also a vital step towards lifting of the EU's de facto  moratorium on genetically modified products. 

                      Green groups are delighted with the deal. "This gives countries   the power to impose strict restrictions on GM crops in order to   protect organic and conventional crops," Friends of the Earth   said. But the group warned that the continuing lack of rules on  liability for damage by genetically modified organisms is still a

"gaping hole" that must be plugged. 

                      The new legislation will ensure full traceability of genetically   modified organisms throughout the food chain from farm to table  and will provide consumers with comprehensive information by   labeling all food and feed consisting of, containing or produced   from a genetically modified organism (GMO). 

                      Genetically modified oilseed rape   growing in the United Kingdom   (Photo courtesy DEFRA)

                      Simon Barber of biotech industry  lobby group EuropaBio said the   new traceability and labelling

rules would impose a "heavy  regulatory burden on the food   chain," but at least would "allow   new and pending commercial  applications to move forward." 

                      Environment Commissioner Margot Wallstrom said the move is  a "very important step towards full implementation of EU  legislation on GMOs" and would "reinforce our international  credibility." 

                      The agreement is expected to take the heat out of U.S. anger  with the EU over its failure to permit the planting of new biotech  crops, though American farmers still believe the new traceability  and labeling rules are too stringent. 

                      Members of the European Parliament were voting in Strasbourg   today on a package agreed with the Council of Ministers to  secure a second reading agreement. The council is likely to   formally approve it in September, and the rules will come into  force six months after publication in the EU's official journal. 

                      Health and Consumer Protection Commissioner David Byrne  said, "We will now have the most rigorous pre-marketing   assessment of GM food and feed in the world. This should give   consumers greater confidence that the safety of GM products   will be independently assessed by the European Food Safety

Authority." 

                      "Consumers will also have a clear choice of products to buy as   GM food will now be clearly labeled. For the first time farmers  will see labels on GM feed," said Byrne. "Europe will now have  a comprehensive and transparent system of authorization and   labeling that can only enhance business and consumer    confidence." 

                      The new regulation on traceability and labeling will require  business operators when using or handling GM products to  transmit and retain information at each stage of their placement   on the market. 

                      Information concerning the presence of GMOs in products must   be transmitted throughout the commercial chain and must be   retained for five years. The industry will have to ensure that  systems are in place to identify to whom and from whom GM  products are made available. 

                      Today retailers have to label food consisting of or containing   GMOs. This also includes food produced from GMOs if traces  of DNA or protein from the genetic modification is detectable in    the final product, such as flour produced from genetically   modified maize. 

                      However, these labeling provisions do not cover some foods or   food ingredients, such as highly refined soya or maize oil  produced from GM soya or GM maize. The new law will extend   the current labeling requirements to also cover such foods. 

                          Animal feed containing    genetically modified organisms   must be labeled under the new

legislation. (Photo courtesy Freefoto)

                                                Under the deal, GM  traceability will be based on   product origin and not, as is

the case now, on the   presence of modified material  in products. The new  authorization and labeling                                         requirement will apply to both  food and animal feed   products. 

                      Non-GM products with an accidental presence of GM material  must be labeled as such if the material constitutes more than 0.9  percent of the product. If the GM event has not yet been  officially approved, the threshold is limited to 0.5 percent, for a  maximum of three years. 

                      The deal-breaker was a compromise on the "coexistence" of  GM and conventional or organic crops that has recently split EU policymakers. The clause allows EU member states to "take   measures to avoid the unintended presence of GMOs in other   products and crops." 

                      Campaigners say this clause will force biotech firms to pay for  coexistence measures. 

                      The traceability and labeling agreement removes the last major   obstacle to the clearing of the de facto moratorium on new GM   crop approvals, though it is still uncertain how quickly this will   happen. 

                      Some member states want the new regime up and running first, others are happy just to see the new rules agreed. 

                 Copyright Environment News Service (ENS) 2003. All Rights Reserved.
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General Environmental news

Southern African Leaders Discuss Millennium Declaration Goals

BuaNews (Pretoria): The outcomes of the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) not only reinforced the Millennium Declaration Goals (MDG) but also gave them impetus by further developing and elaborating on them. Social development department Director-General Vusi Madonsela said this in Johannesburg today, at the opening of the United Nations Sub-Regional Conference for Southern Africa on Millennium Declaration Goals Forum. The three-day forum is being held to help develop sub-regional programmes to assist in the implementation of the millennium goals at regional, sub regional and national levels. The goals emanated from the United Nations Millennium Summit held in New York, US in September 2000. It was there that world leaders agreed, amongst others, to reduce the number of people affected by poverty by half and those who unable to have clean water by the year 2015. The leaders also resolved to take action to strengthen peace, development, and human rights and to improve the UN's ability to act on behalf of humanity's priorities. The conference is being attended by amongst others the UN Development Programme (UNDP) regional coordinator for Africa Mr. A Janneh, the UNDP resident coordinator, John Ohiohennan former Zambian President, Kenneth Kaunda, ministers, parliamentarians and private sector leaders from the African continent.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200307020488.html
Waste Overwhelms Accra

Ghanaian Chronicle (Accra): WASTE IN ACCRA has become a problem due to the increase in the number of residents of Accra. Waste bins have been left to overflow, allowing flies, rats and other insects to breed, spreading diseases. Gutters in residential areas, which should convey liquid wastes, have been turned into the dumping ground for solid waste, thrown indiscriminately by residence, thereby creating artificial flooding. Public places of convenience have not been spared as their wastes have been washed ashore by rains into residences and other places, thereby introducing diseases. When Chronicle contacted the director of the Waste Management Department of the Accra Metropolitan Assembly (AMA), he stated that the total generated per day is 1,500 to 1,800 tons, with an average collection of 1,200 tons per day and average collection of 8,400 tons per week. He revealed that there are 15 garbage companies currently operating

in Accra and are being monitored by the AMA on their day-to-day performance to ensure quality service delivery and value for money. Mr. Laryea attributed the problems in waste management to "rapid urbanization and congestion, inadequate equipment, vehicle and containers, insufficient funding, low enforcement of existing waste byelaws, ineffective public awareness and education, and non-application of waste generators, pay principles and passive political commitment."

http://allafrica.com/stories/200307020784.html
Tanzania Starts Cleaning Up Obsolete Pesticides

The East African (Nairobi): TANZANIA IS among the seven countries in Africa that have started cleaning up obsolete pesticides and preventing toxic threats under a 15-year programme to rid Africa of 50,000 tones of stockpiled pesticides. The other six countries already implementing the first phase of the Africa Stockpiles Programme (ASP) are Ethiopia, South Africa, Lesotho, Morocco, Mali and Tunisia. The first phase, lasting for three years (2003-2006), will cost $60 million. The money will be raised by the Global Environmental Facility (GEF) and other donors and channeled to recipient countries and institutions through the World Bank. Out of the $60 million, some $25 million will come from GEF and $35 million will be co-financing from bilateral donors, foundations, GEF partners and the pesticide industry. About 70 per cent of the money will be spent on waste disposal, 10 per cent on contingencies and 20 per cent on prevention of pesticide stockpiles. According to the Arusha-based Tropical Pesticide Research Institute (TPRI), the programme will eventually cover all 53 African countries with the aim of assisting them to get rid of stockpiled obsolete pesticides and associated wastes like containers. Besides destroying unwanted pesticides, ASP hopes to prevent stockpiling of chemical wastes in future through minimizing of pesticide use, better management and handling of pesticides and better hazardous waste management. Under the ASP, African countries are requested to put in place the necessary legal frameworks in order to implement various international conventions against chemical hazards, including stockpiled wastes.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200307020456.html
__________________________________________________________________________________________


Saudi Arabia

Education & Awareness Can Help Boost Conservation
Water shortages, which are not uncommon during the hot summer months, serve as effective reminders of the need to protect and better manage water resources in the Kingdom.
According to a recent report on the Saudi water sector, 60 percent of the water produced by desalination plants is wasted through leakages in the system and inefficient use.

The Natural Resources and Environment Institute is involved in the development of new water saving devices that can help reduce water consumption.

“More efforts are needed to improve water use in the agricultural sector,” Dr. Al-Mugrin told Arab News. “But this cannot be done unless we stop growing crops like wheat and alfalfa.”

http://www.arabnews.com/?page=1&section=0&article=28266&d=2&m=7&y=2003
Jordan
Ministry launches National Strategy for Biodiversity
With the official launching of the National Strategy for Biodiversity Tuesday, Jordan intends to fight poverty through the sustainable use of biodiverse resources

According to the strategy, all components of wildlife conservation are deemed part of the national heritage

UNDP Deputy Representative Boualam Ktouf said the launch of the strategy crowned national efforts to protect the country's natural wealth.

http://www.jordantimes.com/Wed/homenews/homenews10.htm
__________________________________________________________________________________________
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W E D N E S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
Liberia: Some humanitarian activities resume amid relative calm in Monrovia

*
West Africa: Security Council mission briefed on Liberian peace talks

*
Security Council welcomes DR of Congo agreement on new government, transition

*
Africa, post-war Iraq, key issues for Security Council in July – President

*
Security Council to vote tomorrow to phase out Iraq-Kuwait border mission

*
Iraq: UN envoy continues consultations

*
ECOSOC calls for abolition of agricultural subsidies

*
Companies participating in UN Global Compact double to more than 1,000

*
SARS: UN health agency clears Toronto after 20 days without transmission

*
Timor-Leste: UN rebuts allegations over failure to investigate sexual exploitation

*
UN will work with region on issues of concern, Annan tells Caribbean leaders

*
Former colonel in Yugoslav army transferred to UN tribunal

*
UN agency appeals for $308 million for food aid in Southern Africa

*
Three UN World Heritage sites removed from endangered list

* * * *

Liberia

2 July – Though hampered by and uncertain security environment and a shortage of supplies, United Nations and other humanitarian agencies took advantage of a relative lull in the fighting in and around the Liberian capital of Monrovia to resume some basic relief activities today.

The UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) reports that a lull in the fighting in Monrovia has allowed the national staff of humanitarian agencies to resume some basic relief activities. Humanitarian endeavours are further hindered by the looting of stocks of fuel, medicines and medical supplies, as well as the theft of some 20 vehicles belonging to aid organizations.

OCHA says that humanitarian needs in Monrovia remain “critical”, as most aid distributions had stopped during intense fighting last week, and shortages of water and sanitation facilities make the further outbreaks of communicable diseases highly probable. Monrovia’s hospitals, meanwhile, continue to be overwhelmed by the sheer number of patients. Internally displaced persons (IDPs) and refugees are especially vulnerable, as they are unable to receive sufficient amounts of aid and are often targeted for harassment by armed groups.  

If security conditions allow, the distribution of food to some of Monrovia’s most vulnerable groups may resume by the end of the week. The UN World Food Programme (WFP) plans to supply food distribution to an estimated 70,000 IDPs at the national stadium, and to others staying in irregular shelters around Monrovia. 

The UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) has announced that if the current ceasefire continues to hold, they will soon begin to evacuate Sierra Leonean and other refugees trapped in Monrovia. With thousands of Sierra Leonean refugees saying they want to go home, UNHCR says that if a boat can dock safely in Monrovia, a vessel with the capacity of carrying up to 250 passengers will begin to transport refugees to Freetown by end of the week.

Inside neighbouring Sierra Leone, meanwhile, UNHCR staff were rushing to finish work on equipping the 300-passenger MV Overbeck for its rescue voyage amid heavy rains that are lashing much of the west coast of Africa. Assuming the work is completed, the Overbeck was scheduled to set sail on Wednesday evening for the 30-hour voyage from the Sierra Leone capital of Freetown to Monrovia. 

A spokesman for the UN Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL) said today that following Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s call that a multi-national force be deployed in Liberia, a contingency plan had been developed to assist with helicopters and personnel in the event of an evacuation exercise. “I can inform you authoritatively that we have our helicopters and crews ready to go into Liberia on a very short notice,” said Patrick Coker.

* * *

West Africa

2 July – A United Nations Security Council delegation on a seven-country assessment mission in conflict-plagued West Africa, arrived in Ghana today for a briefing on the status of the Liberian peace talks underway in Accra.

Headed by Ambassador Jeremy Greenstock of the United Kingdom, the Security Council mission to West Africa left Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire, this morning for Accra, Ghana, where it began with a briefing on the status of the Liberian peace talks by the Representative of the Secretary-General for Liberia, Abou Moussa.

The delegation will also be briefed on the peace talks by members of the International Contact Group on Liberia, Dr. Mohamed Ibn Chambas, Executive Secretary of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) and Gen. Abdulsalami Abubakar, ECOWAS mediator for Liberia.

Before leaving for Conakry, Guinea this evening, the Council members were also expected to meet with representatives of the Government of Liberia, and representatives of the two rebel movements, Liberians United for Reconciliation and Democracy (LURD) and the Movement for Democracy and Elections in Liberia (MODEL), political parties and civil society organizations.

In Abidjan yesterday, the mission held discussions with a range of actors, including Ivoirian President Laurent Gbagbo, Prime Minister Seydou Diarra, the military and civilian leadership of the “Forces Nouvelles,” political parties, and civil society, to urge full implementation of the Linas-Marcoussis peace agreement, signed in January 2003, and respect for the cease-fire.

Speaking at a press conference yesterday, Ambassador Greenstock said that during the course of the day’s discussions, the Council members imparted a simple message: “We are here to help in the implementation of Linas-Marcoussis because we recognize that there are a lot of difficulties in this country in doing so on both sides.”

* * *

DR of Congo

2 July – The United Nations Security Council today welcomed the announcement that President Joseph Kabila has signed a decree setting up a new power-sharing government in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC).

In a statement to the press, current Security Council President, Ambassador Inocencio F. Arias of Spain, said that while the 15-nation body reiterated its serious concern over the recent spate of violence in the northeastern DRC, it welcomed Monday’s announcement that President Kabila had named the Ministers of the country’s new Government of National Unity and transition.

“They encouraged in this regard the Congolese parties to take the necessary decisions in order to allow the transitional institutions to begin functioning effectively,” Ambassador Arias said.

The Council also expressed its support to the Government and the people of the DRC and their continuing commitment to contribute to the consolidation of unity, peace, stability and prosperity throughout the country.

* * *

Security Council
2 July – The President of the United Nations Security Council for July said today that while tackling volatile developments in Africa would be a major focus throughout the month, the 15-nation body was also set to hold the first review of the implementation of its resolution on arrangements for post-war Iraq. 

Speaking to reporters about the Council’s July work programme, Ambassador Inocencio F. Arias of Spain, said that unfortunately the Council would have to deal with significant problems in Africa again, including the situations in West Africa, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Côte d’Ivoire, Somalia, Central African Republic and Western Sahara.

Ambassador Arias announced that on 22 July, the Council would discuss implementation of its resolution 1483 (2003) on Iraq, during which the Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative for the country, Sergio Vieira de Mello would make his first address in that capacity.

On Thursday, the Council will hold a public meeting on the UN Interim Administration in Kosovo (UNMIK), he said, adding that UNMIK chief Michael Steiner would address the Council for the last time, as he was leaving his position. A successor would be appointed shortly.

The Council would discuss its Counter Terrorism Committee, of which Ambassador Arias is Chairman, on 23 July, and the situation in Côte d’Ivoire on 25 July. During that meeting, Côte d’Ivoire’s Prime Minister would be present.

As the mandate of the UN Mission for the Referendum in Western Sahara (MINURSO) would expire on 31 July, the Council would also have to decide how to proceed with the new settlement option, which the Secretary-General’s Personal Envoy, James A. Baker III, had recently submitted to the parties. The parties involved would have to give their opinion as well.

Responding to a question about Western Sahara, Ambassador Arias said the Council was confronted with a paradoxical situation in which a “fair and balanced” plan was enthusiastically backed by the Secretary-General, but several of the parties involved, namely Morocco and Frente Popular para la Liberación de Saguía el-Hamra y del Río de Oro (POLISARIO Front), had not expressed any enthusiasm.

In response to questions about Liberia, he said the Secretary-General had asked for a robust and serious force, albeit not a large one. It was important such a force would be lead by a country that was able to implement it in a fast way. Before acting, the Council would wait for the report of its delegation currently in West Africa, headed by Jeremy Greenstock of the United Kingdom. That report was expected within five days and would provide a wider perspective.

Regarding reports that the Council mission had proposed to Liberia’s President Charles Taylor to leave in exchange for immunity, Ambassador Arias said it was not up to the Council to negotiate where he should go. 

* * *

Iraq/Kuwait

2 July – The United Nations Security Council today discussed Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s recommendation to phase out by 6 October the UN peacekeeping operation that for nearly 12 years monitored the demilitarized zone between Iraq and Kuwait, and is set to vote tomorrow on a draft resolution approving the measure.

The Council, meeting in closed session, was briefed by Julian Harston of the Department of Peacekeeping Operations on Mr. Annan’s latest report on the UN Iraq-Kuwait Observation Mission (UNIKOM), which has been overtaken by the new situation arising from the war in Iraq.

A draft resolution approving the recommendations, including the disposal of UNIKOM’s non-removable property, was introduced and will be voted on tomorrow, the Council President for the July, Ambassador Inocencio F. Arias of Spain, told a news briefing.

Praising the operation, which was created to deter violations and report on hostile action along the border following Iraq’s occupation of Kuwait in 1990 and the subsequent Persian Gulf war, Mr. Annan said in his report: “From April 1991 to mid-March 2003, UNIKOM was a successful and in many ways a model United Nations peacekeeping operation.”

* * *

Iraq

2 July – United Nations envoy Sergio Vieira de Mello met today with British Foreign Secretary Jack Straw in Baghdad to discuss the current situation in Iraq, the UN role and the best way to give Iraqis the chance to establish their own democratic institutions as soon as possible.

Mr. Vieira de Mello, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative, also sat down with a group of international human rights activists who participated in the workshop he organized this week on how to ensure justice for past human rights violations committed by the ousted regime of Saddam Hussein.

The main theme of the meeting was “what is next, where we go from here, what should be the next practical step,” his office said in a statement.

Mr. Vieira de Mello said human rights institutions should be proposed and implemented by the Iraqis themselves. He also recommended the immediate return to the country of the UN Special Rapporteur on Human Rights in Iraq.

He stressed that the best mechanism was to encourage Iraqi efforts to establish an independent human rights institution. “He believes that in Iraq there is truly a number of good, independent men and women who can undertake this endeavour which will be supported by political and religious leaders,” the statement added.

* * *
ECOSOC

2 July – The United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) called today for the reduction and elimination of agricultural subsidies and urged developed countries to implement the commitments they made at the Doha trade conference in 2001 to facilitate market access for the products of developing countries.

“Without prejudging the outcome of negotiations, reductions of, with a view to phasing out, all forms of export subsidies, substantial reductions in trade-distorting domestic support and enhanced market access for developing countries” are needed in the agricultural sector, a Ministerial Declaration said at the conclusion of ECOSOC’s high-level segment meeting in Geneva. 

Taking note that rural areas of developing countries were home to three quarters of the world’s poor, the Council recommends that rural development be pursued through an integrated approach encompassing the economic, social and environmental dimensions, taking into account the gender perspective, and consisting of mutually reinforcing policies and programmes.

It also notes that although rural development is the responsibility of each country, it is important that an enabling international economic environment support the effectiveness of national development efforts.

In concluding remarks, ECOSOC President Gert Rosenthal, of Guatemala, said he felt the Declaration’s major points stressed that it was inconceivable to think about achieving the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) – particularly those related to poverty – if rural development was not addressed.

The MDGs, adopted by the UN Millennium Summit in 2000, seek to achieve a series of targets, including halving the number of both the world’s poor and hungry by 2015. Throughout the three-day meeting speakers emphasized that these goals would be unattainable without addressing the problems of rural poverty and development.

Mr. Rosenthal expressed his gratitude to Nitin Desai, Under-Secretary-General for the Department of Economic and Social Affairs, for his important contribution to the ECOSOC agenda, whose theme this year is “Promoting an integrated approach to rural development in developing countries for poverty eradication and sustainable development.”
In response, Mr. Desai said the political process of the UN enabled not only countries, but also non-governmental organizations and civil society to talk, discuss and negotiate – factors essential for the progress of the world.

At an earlier news conference Mr. Desai said addressing the problems of the rural poor, particularly ensuring sustainable development, would not be possible simply through welfare programmes. “It can only be done by accelerating growth, raising productivity, particularly of poor people, and since three-quarters of the world’s poor were in rural areas, this really translated into bringing back a strong focus on raising rural incomes and productivity,” he said.

Tomorrow ECOSOC begins consideration of its operational activities segment with a high-level panel on resources for operational activities for development.

* * *
Global Compact

2 July – The number of companies worldwide participating in the United Nations Global Compact, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s initiative to advance good corporate citizenship and responsible globalization, doubled to more than 1,000 over the past year, according to its latest annual report released today.

Working with international labour and civil society the companies seek to advance principles in the areas of human rights, labour standards and concern for the environment.

“The idea of a Global Compact, first articulated in a speech by Secretary-General Kofi Annan in January 1999, is today very much alive”, Georg Kell, Executive Head of the Global Compact, said at a press conference at UN Headquarters in New York launching the report.

“From its inception, the Global Compact has operated on the premise that finding solutions to make markets more sustainable and inclusive can only be achieved if societal actors learn how to work effectively together,” he added.

The report notes that apart from the increase in participating companies, the Compact was launched in 14 more countries, bringing the total to 53. At the same time, global labour increased its involvement, and by year-end more than 20 civil society organizations were engaged at the global level, with many more at the local.

It also states that a number of major policy dialogues were convened – involving hundreds of participants from business, labour and civil society on topics including Business and Sustainable Development, HIV/AIDS, Supply Chain Management, and Partnerships.

An initiative to grow sustainable business in the world’s least developed countries was launched and tangible action was taken in Ethiopia, with activities planned for Madagascar, Angola, Bangladesh and Cambodia, it adds.

“While these are promising developments, the Global Compact remains an ambitious experiment in the possibilities of multi-stakeholder cooperation,” Mr. Kell said. “The Global Compact must strive to ensure that its principles are translated into practices and actions that ultimately make a difference in the lives of the poor.”

* * *

SARS: Toronto

2 July – The United Nations health agency today removed Toronto, Canada, from its list of areas with recent local transmission of SARS, leaving Taiwan Province as the only region in the world still to have experienced recent local transmission of Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome.

“This is a great achievement for public health in what we hope is the final phase of the global emergency,” the World Health Organization (WHO) Executive Director for communicable diseases, David Heymann said. “Toronto faced an especially challenging outbreak. As we have learned, SARS is a difficult disease that produces many surprises and setbacks.”

Since it first emerged in China’s Guangdong province, SARS has infected 8,445 people, killing 812, most of them in China. Canada with 252 cases and 192 deaths registered the largest toll outside China and its various regions. The last probable case in Toronto was detected on 12 June and immediately isolated. When 20 days, or twice the incubation period, have passed without detection of a new case, the chain of human-to-human transmission is considered broken.

“We should all pay tribute to the health workers and others in Canada who had their lives disrupted and threatened by this disease,” Dr. Heymann said. “When the virus returned to start a second outbreak, health workers continued the fight and have now won it. We also need to remember the commitment of Canada’s scientists, who rapidly provided information about the virus and its epidemiology that has benefited public health around the world.”

Toronto was among the first areas affected after the virus moved out of southern China in late February, and began to spread internationally. WHO said that if no further cases are reported in Taiwan Province, that region too will be removed from the list later this week and SARS will be declared to have broken the chain of person-to-person transmission.

From the outset, WHO’s objective in combating SARS has been to seal off opportunities for the disease to become established in its new human host. Interruption of human transmission will be a milestone on the way to achieving this goal. But scientists cannot at present guarantee that SARS has been vanquished, as questions remain about the origins of the virus and its possible seasonal occurrence. In addition, transmission may be occurring somewhere in the world at such a low level as to defy detection.

* * *

Timor-Leste

2 July – The United Nations mission in Timor-Leste today rebutted recent media allegations that the world body’s police force had failed to adequately investigate the trafficking of women and organized prostitution in the country.

“This allegation is without foundation. UN Police (UNPOL), together with the Timorese judicial authorities, has been actively engaged in investigating and preventing the sexual exploitation of women and prostitution in Dili,” stated the UN Mission of Support in East Timor (UNMISET).

Last April, UNPOL raided an establishment in the Timorese capital and detained a man and a woman, as well as 23 Thai women aged between 15 and 45 and six clients. Subsequently, the police also detained two Timorese citizens and found seven Indonesian women on the premises of another establishment it raided. More recently, another man was arrested at Dili Hotel for exploitation of women.

“UNPOL continues to monitor and investigate all suspected cases involving the exploitation of women and/or minors,” the UN mission stressed.

* * *

CARICOM

2 July – In a message to Caribbean Heads of State gathered in Jamaica to discuss crucial issues affecting the region, Secretary-General Kofi Annan today said the United Nations would continue to work in partnership with them on a range of challenges including international trade and HIV/AIDS.

“A particular concern is the slow progress of international trade negotiations in areas of special interest to developing countries, such as eliminating the unfair competition faced by farmers and producers in poor countries, opening developed-country markets to developing-country goods,” Mr. Annan said in the message to the 24th regular meeting of the Caribbean Community and Common Market (CARICOM). The message was delivered by Anwarul Chowdhury, the UN High Representative for the Least Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States. 

The Secretary-General also stated that giving poor people better access to affordable life-saving medicines is a major challenge, with the Caribbean experiencing a dramatic increase in adult prevalence rates of HIV/AIDS. 

“The United Nations system has a strong presence in the region, helping people in their daily lives, assisting governments in improving administration and governance, and working closely with the CARICOM secretariat itself,” Mr. Annan said.

Mr. Annan also noted that the Caribbean region would gain a high profile in the United Nations with the election of Saint Lucia’s Minister of External Affairs as President of the upcoming 58th session of the General Assembly. 

* * *
ICTY

2 July - A former colonel in the Yugoslav Peoples Army (JNA) has been transferred to the United Nations International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) detention unit where he awaits trial for crimes against humanity and other war crimes, including the murder of at least 200 non-Serbs.

Veselin Sljivancanin, charged on the basis of individual criminal responsibility, faces two counts of grave breaches of the Geneva Convention, two counts of violations of the customs of war, and two counts of crimes against humanity. He was transferred to ICTY custody yesterday.

The indictment against Mr. Sljivancanin, charged along with Mile Mrksic and Mirosklav Radic, was confirmed on 7 November 1995. Slavko Dokmanovic was also added to the same list by a second amended indictment dated 2 December 1997.
According to the indictment, in August 1991 JNA surrounded the city of Vukovar and engaged in a sustained artillery attack on the city until it fell three months later. JNA and Serb paramilitary soldiers, aided and abetted by Dokmanovic, and under the command or supervision of Mrksic, Radic and Sljivancanin, removed about 400 non-Serb individuals from the Vukovar Hospital where they had sought refuge.

They transported around 300 of them to a farm building in Ovcara, where they beat them for several hours. Afterwards, soldiers transported their non-Serb captives in groups of about 10 to 20 to a site between the Ovcara farm and Grabovo, where they shot and otherwise killed at least 198 men and 2 women. 

* * *

WFP

2 July – The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) today appealed for $308 million to assist 6.5 million people in southern Africa as food shortages persist in the wake of erratic weather patterns, deteriorating economies, and the devastating impact of HIV/AIDS on communities across the region.

WFP said close to 540,000 tons of food would be needed until June of next year. The agency has been carrying out emergency food distribution in the region since 2001, and 10.2 million people received food aid at the peak of the operations last year.

“Supporting people with food aid is the first step we can take to lessen this unimaginable misery, but huge needs persist in non-food requirements,” said WFP Executive Director James Morris. 

The continuing food crisis mainly affects Zimbabwe, Mozambique, Lesotho and Swaziland. Zambia and Malawi have produced significantly better harvests this year and therefore food aid will only be targeted at the most vulnerable groups in those countries, primarily people with HIV/AIDS and children involved in school feeding programmes.

Although donors were generous over the last year, particularly in terms of meeting food requirements, they met only 31 per cent of the $143.6 million needed for non-food interventions, WFP said. There were significant shortages in non-food assistance, such as water and sanitation, agricultural inputs such as seeds and tools, education materials, and medicines.

“As long as people lack the resources to cope in times of crisis, they will remain vulnerable to natural disasters such as flood and drought, economic and political turmoil, and the HIV/AIDS pandemic,” Mr. Morris stressed. “If current trends in HIV/AIDS rates are not arrested, there’ll be catastrophic consequences for this region. If we don’t act now, it will be too late to save millions of people – we won’t get a second chance at this.”

WFP would particularly welcome cash contributions from governments this year to enable the agency to support local economies. 

* * *

Heritage: UNESCO

2 July – Three United Nations World Heritage sites – the world’s first national park at Yellowstone in the United States, Srebarna nature reserve in Bulgaria, and the Kotor region in Serbia and Montenegro – were removed from the endangered list today following ecological and conservation improvements.

At the same time the archaeological remains of the Bamiyan Valley in Afghanistan, where the Taliban regime destroyed two huge centuries-old Buddhas, and Ashur (Qal’at Sherqat) in Iraq were simultaneously both inscribed as World Heritage sites and put on the list of World Heritage in Danger.

The World Heritage Committee of the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) reached the decisions at a weeklong meeting at the organization’s headquarters in Paris.

Yellowstone, designated a national park in 1872 and inscribed on UNESCO’s World Heritage List in 1978, was put and on the endangered list in 1995 due to concern over adjacent mining operations, the introduction of non-native lake trout, road construction and the pressure of year-round visitors.

Following abandonment of the mining project and in recognition of progress achieved in handling other essential issues, the Committee said it decided to withdraw the site from the list while inviting the United States to continue providing information on measures taken and progress accomplished.

The Srebarna Nature Reserve, put on the World Heritage List in 1983, was added to the endangered list in 1992 due to progressive destruction of the bird populations’ fresh-water habitat with the reduced flow of water into the site. Bulgaria has since made efforts to supply water from the Danube and stop damaging activities.

The Natural and Culturo-Historical Region of Kotor was inscribed on the World Heritage List and the List of World Heritage in Danger simultaneously in 1979, when an earthquake seriously damaged many monuments, including four Romanesque churches and the town walls, in the medieval harbour on the Adriatic coast in Montenegro.

· *** *

__________________________________________________________________________________________











2 July 2003

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Hua Jiang, Deputy Spokesman for the Secretary-General.


Good Afternoon.


**Guest at Noon
Our guest today is Mr. Georg Kell, the Executive Head of the Global Compact.  He’s already with me now.  He will talk about the Global Compact’s annual report on progress and activities.

**Liberia
The Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs reports that a lull in the fighting in Monrovia has allowed the national staff of humanitarian agencies to resume some basic relief activities.  Their efforts, however, continue to be constrained by an uncertain security environment and a shortage of relief supplies. 

Humanitarian needs in Monrovia remain critical as most aid distributions had stopped during intense fighting last week, and shortages of water and sanitation facilities make the further outbreaks of communicable diseases highly probable.  Internally displaced persons (IDPs) and refugees are especially vulnerable, as they are unable to receive sufficient amounts of aid and are often targeted for harassment by armed groups.

If security conditions allow, the distribution of food to some of Monrovia’s most vulnerable groups may resume by the end of this week. 

The UN World Food Programme (WFP) plans to supply food distribution to an estimated 70,000 IDPs at the national stadium, and to other IDPs in irregular shelters around Monrovia.

Monrovia’s hospitals, meanwhile, continue to be overwhelmed by the sheer number of patients.

The Office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) reports that preparations for the emergency evacuation of Sierra Leonean refugees in Liberia got under way in the capital, Monrovia, on Wednesday, as UNHCR staff in neighbouring Sierra Leone rushed to finish its work to equip the ship, which sets sail on Wednesday evening to rescue thousands of stranded refugees in the besieged Liberian city. 

**Security Council Mission
The Security Council mission to West Africa left Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire, this morning for Accra, Ghana, where it began with a briefing on the status of the Liberian peace talks by the Representative of the Secretary-General for Liberia, Abou Moussa.

The mission was also to meet with representatives of the Government of Liberia, the LURD and MODEL rebel forces, political parties and civil society organizations. 

It will also be briefed by members of the International Contact Group on Liberia; Dr. Mohamed Ibn Chambas, ECOWAS Executive Secretary; and Gen. Abdulsalami Abubakar, ECOWAS mediator for Liberia, on the peace talks being held in Ghana.

The mission will fly this evening to Conakry, Guinea.

Yesterday, the mission spent the day in Abidjan holding discussions with a range of actors, including President Laurent Gbagbo, Prime Minister Seydou Diarra, the military and civilian leadership of the “Forces Nouvelles”, political parties, and civil society, to urge full implementation of the Linas-Marcoussis peace agreement, signed in January 2003, and respect for the ceasefire. 

The head of the mission, Ambassador Jeremy Greenstock (United Kingdom), speaking at a press conference yesterday, said that during the course of the day’s discussions, the mission imparted a simple message.  “We are here to help in the implementation of Linas-Marcoussis because we recognize that there are a lot of difficulties in this country in doing so on both sides.”

We have a complete note on the mission available upstairs.

**Security Council

The Security Council President, Ambassador Inocencio F. Arias of Spain, just briefed you on the programme of work for the month of July, which was approved during this morning’s consultations.

The Council also heard a briefing by Julian Harston of the Department of Peacekeeping Operations on the Secretary-General’s latest report on the UN Iraq-Kuwait Observer force.  A draft resolution was introduced and will be voted on tomorrow. 

The Council President also read a press statement on the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

**Iraq

From Baghdad today, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative, Sergio Vieira de Mello, met with British Foreign Secretary Jack Straw.  They discussed the current situation in the country, the UN role and the best ways to implement resolution 1483, protection of human rights, and how to give the Iraqis the chance to establish their own democratic institutions as soon as possible.

Also today, Vieira de Mello sat down with a group of human rights activists who had participated in the recent workshop on transitional justice.  The main theme of the meeting was what is going to happen next, where we go from here, and what should be the next practical step regarding human rights.  Vieira de Mello said that human rights institutions should be proposed and implemented by Iraqis themselves.  He also recommended the immediate return to the country of the Special Rapporteur on Human Rights in Iraq.  

More on the Special Representative’s activities is available upstairs.

**SARS
The World Health Organization (WHO) today has removed Toronto, Canada, from its list of areas with recent local transmission of SARS.  The last probable case was detected on 12 June and immediately isolated.  The chain of transmission is considered broken since twice the incubation period of SARS has passed without detection of a new case.

We have a press release with more details upstairs.

**Timor-Leste
In a press release, the UN Mission in Timor-Leste gives a public account of the actions that have been taken by UN Police, together with the Timorese judicial authorities, on investigating and preventing the sexual exploitation of women and prostitution in Dili.

The Mission says that in April, UNPOL raided an establishment in the Timorese capital and detained a man and a woman, as well as 23 Thai women aged between 15 and 45, and six clients. Subsequently, UNPOL also detained two Timorese citizens and found seven Indonesian women on the premises of another establishment it raided.

More recently, another man was arrested at a Dili hotel for exploitation of women. 

The Mission’s press release is available in the Spokesman’s Office.

**Secretary-General’s Message to CARICOM Meeting
In a message to the 24th gathering of heads of State of the Caribbean Community and Common Market (CARICOM) in Jamaica, the Secretary-General says that the United Nations will continue to work in partnership with CARICOM on a range of challenges affecting the people of the Caribbean, including international trade and HIV/AIDS.

He also notes that the region will gain a high profile in the United Nations with the election of Saint Lucia’s Minister of External Affairs as President of the upcoming 58th session of the General Assembly.  And we have, again, copies of that message available upstairs.

**International Criminal Tribunal for Former Yugoslavia
The International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia confirmed that Veselin Sljivancanin, a former colonel in the Yugoslav Peoples Army, was transferred into the custody of the Tribunal’s detention unit yesterday.

He is charged with two counts of grave breaches of the Geneva Convention, two counts of violations of the customs of war, and two counts of crimes against humanity. 

His initial hearing will be announced in due course.  We have a press release on that.

**Budget
And on budget, Gabon made a payment yesterday of more than $476,000 to the UN regular budget, becoming the 90th Member State so far this year to pay its regular budget dues in full.

**World Food Programme
The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) today in Geneva appealed for $308 million for food aid in southern Africa, due to the devastating impact of HIV/AIDS and continuing substantial food needs.  The appeal will be used to fund close to 540,000 tonnes of food, enough to feed 6.5 million people until June of next year.

**UNESCO
And the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) today has withdrawn three sites from the List of World Heritage in Danger at the meeting of the World Heritage Committee in Paris.

The sites are the Srebarna Nature Reserve in Bulgaria, which was endangered due to the progressive destruction of the bird populations’ freshwater habitat; Yellowstone Park in the United States, endangered due to the adjacent mining operations; and the Natural and Cultural-Historical Region of Kotor in Serbia and Montenegro, which was seriously damaged by an earthquake in 1979.

**Press Conferences Tomorrow

At noon tomorrow, we will be joined by Ambassador Kuniko Inoguchi of Japan, Chair-designate of the -– it’s a long name again -– the biennial meeting of States to consider implementation of the Programme of Action to Prevent, Combat and Eradicate the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in All Its Aspects.  Ambassador Inoguchi will brief you on the aims of the weeklong meeting, which will begin on Monday, 7 July.

Also tomorrow, Michael Steiner, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative in Kosovo, will be briefing you here in this room around 1 p.m. after his briefing to the Security Council. 

That’s all I have for you.  Any questions before we move on to our guest?

All right, Mr. Kell, it’s all yours now.

* *** *
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UNEP and the Executive Director in the news





� HYPERLINK  \l "projects" ��M2 Presswire - GEF to double funding available to NGOs for community-based environmental projects�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Bank" ��Business Line - Canara Bank To Open Ten More Branches In Kerala�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Italian" ��European Report - Environment: Italian Presidency To Adopt Liberal Approach�


� HYPERLINK  \l "now" ��M2 Presswire - UN  United Nations Global Compact announces milestone - 1,000 businesses now participating;�


� HYPERLINK  \l "project" ��CTS News - Nairobi to Host Technology Project�


� HYPERLINK  \l "global" ��The   Independent - Extreme weather prompts  unprecedented global warming alert�


� HYPERLINK  \l "edge" ��The Malta Independent - At Europe’s cutting edge�















































Reuters - Treaty regulating GMO trade to start in September
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