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 Kenya; Kenya Joins Global Network Tracking Pollution to Save Ozone Layer - UN 

     With the installation of a high-tech monitoring station to detect ozone depletion and monitor air quality,

      Nairobi has become a key lynchpin in a United Nations-backed effort to save the ozone layer and track

      pollution flows across the globe. 

      The Nairobi Validation Station, the first of its kind in tropical and sub-tropical Africa has been installed within     the grounds of the UN Environmental Programme (&UNEP) at Gigiri. The agency, which is involved in the  work, said the station would detect ozone, emitted from the East African part of the tropics and formed from

      sources such as industry, transport, agriculture forest fires and charcoal burning. When the station was

      inaugurated today, UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer called ozone a "curious chemical," noting that in

      the upper atmosphere, it acts as a shield, protecting life on Earth from damaging levels of solar radiation. "In

      the lower atmosphere, known as the troposphere, small amounts are helpful, acting as a detergent to clean

      the air," he added. 

      "But high amounts, formed by sunlight mixing with human-made pollution from cars, factories and other

      sources, can be harmful, Mr. Toepfer said. "These smogs - increasingly a phenomenon in developing as well

      as developed countries - can prove fatal for vulnerable people such as those with heart conditions and

      asthma, and can also damage car tires, electricity cables and crops." 

      One of the key roles of the new station is to help unravel the fate of ozone damaging chemicals produced in

      the region from both human-made and natural sources such as vegetation. Scientists are unsure as to how

      much of this pollution makes its way into the upper atmosphere and how much remains closer to the ground. 

      Understanding this is crucial to knowing how quickly the ozone layer may recover after decades of

      destruction by substances such as chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs). Once in the upper atmosphere,

      ozone-damaging chemicals can travel north and south towards the poles where, in the colder conditions, the

      layer is at highest risk. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

M2 PRESSWIRE

February 28, 2003

HEADLINE: UN     Nairobi ground station established as part of worldwide pollution-monitoring network
      UNEP - Nairobi has become a key lynchpin in an international effort to monitor the repair of the ozone layer,

      the Earth's protective shield, and pollution from events such as forest fires and charcoal burning.

      A high-tech monitoring station has been installed that can detect ozone, emitted from the East African part

      of the tropics and formed from sources such as industry, transport, agriculture and the burning of biomass

      Klaus Toepfer, Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), which is

      involved in the work, said: "Ozone is a curious chemical. In the upper atmosphere, known as the

      stratosphere, it acts as a shield, protecting life on Earth from damaging levels of solar radiation. In the lower

      atmosphere, known as the troposphere, small amounts are helpful, acting as a detergent to clean the air". 

      "But high amounts, formed by sunlight mixing with human-made pollution from cars, factories and other

      sources, can be harmful. These smogs, increasingly a phenomenon in developing as well as developed

      countries, can prove fatal for vulnerable people such as those with heart conditions and asthma. They can

      also damage car tyres, electricity cables and crops", he said.

      One of the key roles of the new station, which was inaugurated today, is to help unravel the fate of

      ozone-damaging chemicals produced in the region from both human-made and natural sources such as

      vegetation. Scientists are unsure as to how much of this pollution makes it way into the stratosphere and

      how much remains closer to the ground.

      Understanding this is crucial to knowing how quickly the ozone layer may recover after decades of

      destruction by substances such as chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs). Once in the stratosphere, ozone-damaging

      chemicals can travel north and south towards the poles where, in the colder conditions, the layer is at

      highest risk.

      The Nairobi Validation Station, the first of its kind in tropical and sub-tropical Africa and installed within the

      grounds of UNEP at Gigiri, is part of a network that includes the recently launched European Space Agency

      ENVISAT satellite. The network includes other stations in places like Germany and Svaalbard in the Arctic

      and an aircraft known as Falcon which is currently criss-crossing the globe taking airborne observations.

      The research is being coordinated by Professor John Burrows of the University of Bremen in Germany who is

      cooperating with other groups and researchers including UNEP's Ozone Secretariat based in Nairobi and

      Kenyan meteorologists.

      Professor Burrows said the work had other important objectives with implications for people in Kenya, Africa

      and beyond. The network will help monitor local air quality in Nairobi. The scientist said it might be possible

      to eventually assist in producing radio and television-based pollution forecasts for the next 24 hours when

      smog and other harmful air pollution levels are expected to be high.

      These could be accompanied by health warnings for vulnerable groups such as those with heart disease or

      breathing difficulties, advising them not to exercise or to take additional medicines. Such warnings are

      routine in developed countries but, because of a shortage of modern monitoring stations, such services are

      rare in developing ones.

      The network also has implications for tracking pollution worldwide. ENVISAT can detect such phenomena as

      pollution arising from forest fires in Central Africa. It can also follow the pollution, arising from such fires.

      ENVISAT has already tracked such pollution traveling hundreds and thousands of kilometers eastwards to

      Australia.

      CONTACT: Eric Falt, Spokesperson/Director of UNEP's Division of

      Communications and Public Information

      Tel: +254 2 623292

      e-mail: eric.falt@unep.org

      Nick Nuttall, UNEP Head of Media

      Tel: +254 2 623084

      e-mail: nick.nuttall@unep.org

__________________________________________________________________________________________

The Press Association Limited  

March 3, 2003
      HEADLINE: BRITAIN 'LEADING THE WORLD' IN ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION

      Britain is a world leader in environmental education and is helping to create a generation of children that

      could help save the planet, leading charity Keep Britain Tidy said today.

      The view was backed up by the executive director of the United Nations Environment Programme, Dr

      Klaus Toepfer, who has been so impressed by an education initiative called Eco-Schools that he was today

      visiting London to endorse it as a UN model for teaching children about recycling, energy conservation and

      environmentally-friendly travel.

      The move is one of a number of programmes run by the Foundation for Environmental Education, a

      not-for-profit organisation involving 30 countries. 

      Its secretariat is held by ENCAMS, the green charity that runs the Keep Britain Tidy Campaign.

      Eco-Schools is an award programme for schools which encourages kids to think about their environment

      and do something positive to help protect it.

      In the UK alone more than 4,000 schools are involved.

      The programme has been such a success that 25 countries are now involved including most of Europe and

      South Africa.

      But Dr Toepfer is also putting the UNEP stamp of approval on the Blue Flag campaign which has helped

      improve the cleanliness of beaches throughout Europe, in Africa and in the Caribbean and other FEE

      programmes.

      Dr Toepfer and Professor Graham Ashworth, President of the Foundation for Environmental Education, will

      sign a memorandum of understanding at the historic City of London Guildhall, which marks the partnership

      between UNEP and FEE.

      Professor Ashworth is in no doubt as to the impact FEE programmes have had in Britain and other countries.

      He said "If you look at the situation just fifteen years ago, UK beaches were filthy and the laughing stock of

      Europe.

      "What our children knew about their responsibilities towards caring for the environment-could have been

      written on the back of a postage stamp.

      "While no one is pretending that we're matching countries like Germany and Switzerland where recycling and

      caring for the planet is pretty much a way of life, we are catching up-simply because we're more aware of

      the importance of such things.

      "I'm particularly pleased that the Eco-Schools programme is receiving such recognition.

      "If, like me, you had seen the difference it makes to children's lives -and indeed those of their family, friends

      and neighbours- you would realise why it is so successful and has become the envy of the world.

      "We are delighted that these FEE programmes are being made available throughout the globe and the support   of UNEP will be invaluable in achieving this."

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Web posted on:Friday, February 28, 2003

By KBC Report 

Kenya to help monitor Ozone pollution

A high-tech monitoring station to detect ozone emitted from the East African part of the tropics has been installed in Nairobi. The station will also monitor Ozone formed from other sources such as industries, transport, agriculture and the burning of biomass. Kenya therefore become a key lynch-pin in international efforts to monitor the repair of the ozone layer, the earth’s protective shield and pollution from events such as forest fires and charcoal burning. 

The Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), which is involved in the work, Klaus Toepfer, said Ozone was a curious chemical. 

“In the upper atmosphere, known as the stratosphere, it acts as a shield, protecting life on Earth from damaging levels of solar radiation. In the lower atmosphere, known as the troposphere, small amounts are helpful, acting as a detergent to clean the air,” he said. But high amounts, formed by sunlight mixing with human-made pollution from cars, factories and other sources, can be harmful. These smogs, increasingly a phenomenon in developing as well as developed countries, can prove fatal for vulnerable people such as those with heart conditions and asthma. They can also damage car tyres, electricity cables and crops. 

One of the key roles of the new station, which was inaugurated on Friday, is to help unravel the fate of ozone damaging chemicals produced in the region from both human-made and natural sources such as vegetation. 

Scientists are unsure as to how much of this pollution makes it way into the stratosphere and how much is remains closer to the ground. 

Understanding this is crucial to knowing how quickly the ozone layer may recover after decades of destruction by substances such as chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs). Once in the stratosphere, ozone-damaging chemicals can travel north and south towards the poles where, in the colder conditions, the layer is at highest risk. 

The Nairobi Validation Station , the first of its kind in Tropical and sub tropical Africa and installed within the grounds of UNEP at Gigiri, is part of a network which includes the recently launched European Space Agency ENVISAT satellite. The network includes other stations in places like Germany and Svaalbard in the Arctic and an aircraft known as Falcon which is currently criss-crossing the globe taking airborne observations. 

The research is being coordinated by Professor John Burrows of the University of Bremen in Germany who is cooperating with other groups and researchers including UNEP’s Ozone Secretariat based in Nairobi and Kenyan meteorologists. 

Professor Burrows said the work had other important objectives with implications for people in Kenya, Africa and beyond. 

The network will help monitor local air quality in Nairobi, the scientist said.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

IRIN

28 February 2003

KENYA: New ozone monitoring station launched

NAIROBI, 28 Feb 2003 (IRIN) - The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) has installed a new high-tech monitoring station in Nairobi, the Kenyan capital, to monitor air quality and detect ozone depletion in the eastern African region.

The Kenya-based environmental body said on Thursday that the newly installed Nairobi Validation Station, within the world environmental headquarters grounds in the Gigiri suburb, was the first of its kind in "tropical and subtropical" Africa. 

"Nairobi has become a key linchpin in a United Nations-backed effort to save the ozone layer and track pollution flows across the globe," UNEP said in a statement.

One of the key roles of the new station is to help identify ozone-damaging chemicals produced in the region from both human-made and natural sources such as vegetation, according to UNEP. The new station will also detect ozone emitted from industry, transport, agriculture, forest fires and charcoal burning in the East African part of the tropics. 

Klaus Toepfer, the UNEP executive director, who inaugurated the project, described ozone as a "curious chemical". 

According to Toepfer, ozone acted as a shield in the upper atmosphere, which protects life on earth from damaging levels of solar radiation. Small amounts of ozone in the lower atmosphere were helpful, acting as a detergent to clean the air, but high amounts, formed by sunlight mixing with human-made pollution from cars, factories and other sources, could be harmful, he said in the statement. 

"These smogs - increasingly a phenomenon in developing as well as developed countries - can prove fatal for vulnerable people such as those with heart conditions and asthma, and can also damage car tires, electricity cables and crops," Toepfer said.


[ENDS]

_________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC OnLine

UN water aims 'unrealistic'
The United Nations' wish to halve the number of deaths from people having no access to clean water by 2015 is massively unrealistic, a new report is to say. 

The emphasis of the UN's "Millennium Goal" is to improve the quality of water in rural areas of the world. 

But David Satterthwaite, of the International Institute of Environment and Development in London, told BBC World Service's One Planet programme that at least as much effort should be put into towns and cities. His report to the UN will say that the problem is far worse in urban areas than official figures show. 

"According to most official government statistics, most urban people have good water and sanitation," Mr Satterthwaite said. "Our puzzle has long been that pretty much every city and small urban centre I work with in Africa and Asia, and most in Latin America, has very poor provision, especially for low-income groups." 

He added that the problem was particularly bad in "informal settlements" - such as shanty towns - where the very poorest live. 

"There are no sewers, few open drains, and most people rely on standpipes," Mr Satterthwaite said. "It's common for there to be 1,000 people to each stand pipe." 

'Flying toilets' 

He said the UN's figures needed to be overhauled. 

 "We reckon you have to multiply four or five times the number of people lacking in good quality sanitation according to the official statistics," he said. And Mr Satterthwaite emphasised that a lack of toilets was having an important impact on health in urban regions. "Possibly the most shocking thing we found was the number of urban dwellers who rely on open defecation," he said. 

"They have no toilet. What we found was, in many cities, there's even a popular term given to open defecation. 

"In many cities in Africa, it's known as "flying toilets", because you defecate in a plastic bag and then you throw it." 

He said the purpose of the report was to highlight that the problems related to insufficient access to water and the necessary infrastructure were far greater than the UN has allowed for. 

"If we were to combine the health impacts of lousy water, lousy sanitation and lousy drainage, it's much bigger than just for water alone." 

_________________________________________________________________________________________


BBC

World Bank to back dam schemes
The World Bank has adopted a new water strategy. Once it avoided dams and other large-scale projects because of the controversy surrounding them. Now the Bank has decided that it cannot meet the needs of the world's poor without becoming involved in the kind of schemes which have been so criticised in the past. In the early days of the World Bank, in the 1950s and '60s, the dams it helped finance were almost the trademark of the organisation. 

Big was beautiful and the Bank's experts toured the globe advising on their construction. 

'Greater care' 

But local activists soon complained that the dams and canals were displacing vast numbers of people, destroying local communities and leaving destitution in their wake. When the environmental lobby joined in, arguing that whole habitats were being wiped out, the Bank went into retreat, and big dams were definitely off the agenda. Now they are back. The Bank argues that it simply cannot meet the needs of the poor without supporting major projects, whatever the protests that this provokes. But the Bank says it has learned from past mistakes and will undertake careful impact assessments before it backs a scheme.

"We have to look at the consequences of projects," argues John Briscoe, the Bank's senior water adviser, "not at our reputation". 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Climate change boosting flood and drought: experts

Monday, 3 March  2003
     Billions of people will be at greater risk  from storms, floods and droughts in the  years ahead, partly as a result of global  warming, an international water agency  has warned.

     "By 2025, half the world's population will  be living in areas that are at risk from  storms and other weather extremes," the  World Water Council said, citing  evidence gathered by U.N. and other  experts. The economic cost will be huge,     especially for poor countries that are likely to bear the brunt of these events, it  said.

     "Extreme weather records are [already] being broken every year and the  resulting hydro-meteorological disasters claim thousands of lives and disrupt national economies," said William Cosgrove, vice president of the  Marseille-based think tank made up of users and suppliers of water for social  and economic development.

     "The big problem is that most countries aren't ready to deal adequately with  the severe natural disasters that we get now, a situation that will become  much worse as storms and droughts become more pervasive," he said.

     The agency has released the warning ahead of an eight-day conference, the  Third World Water Forum, which opens in Kyoto, Japan, on March 16. The  forum is the keystone of U.N. efforts to draw attention this year to abuse of  the world's precious supplies of freshwater.

     Experts say rivers and aquifers in many parts of the world are being hit by industrial pollution, sewage disposal or excessive extraction. This worsens  water quality, inflicts shortages and, in tense border regions, even  exacerbates the risk of war.

     The council emphasised that water supplies in many countries could be  badly affected by climate change inflicted by the burning of fossil fuels. As the  temperature of the sea and atmosphere steadily rises, this could be  "calamitous for traditional rainfall patterns", it said in a statement.

     "The expected climatic change during the 21st century will further intensify  the hydrological cycle, with rainy seasons becoming shorter and more  intense in some regions, while droughts in other areas will grow longer in  duration, which could endanger species and crops and lead to drops in food  production globally," the council said.

     Another result of climate change will be the risk of more frequent, and  possibly more brutal, storms, extreme weather events. Part of the problem, it  added, was that of human habitation in vulnerable areas, such as  encroachment in flood plains.

     The economic cost of extreme weather and flood catastrophes is severe and  set to rise, hitting poorest nations the hardest, the council said.From 1971 to  1995, floods affected more than 1.5 billion people, or 100 million a year; of

those, 318,000 people were killed and more than 81 million left homeless.

     In addition, the number of major flood disasters has risen relentlessly. There  were six in the 1950s; seven in the 1960s; eight in 1970s; 18 in the 1980s;  and 26 in the 1990s.

     "Droughts are becoming more severe and widespread," the group said. "Up   to 45% of reported deaths from natural disasters between 1992 and 2001  resulted from droughts and famines. The most vulnerable communities are   impoverished peoples occupying marginal rural and urban environments." 

     It sounded the alarm for countries in Africa, saying the "unprecedented  droughts" many have experienced "may signal widespread climate change."     It gave the example of Ghana's Akosombo Reservoir, a huge lake created in  1966 that at one time supplied 95% of the country's power needs and had  enough electricity left over to export to neighbouring countries.

     Now, however, the lake is less than half full because of less rainfall. That has  had a huge economic impact, for electricity has had to be derived from other  sources and, sometimes, must be rationed.
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Green groups criticize forest ruling in  Alaska
                WASHINGTON - Environmental groups last week  criticized the Bush administration for failing to

                increase the amount of wilderness land in the  Tongass National Forest, a move that would have

                blocked timber removal projects and prohibited  construction of most roads. 

The Tongass, which spans some 17 million acres of forest  and islands along the coast of southeast Alaska, is home       to several species of wildlife and fish. Local communities,  mining and timber interests have pushed to develop its  resources.

The U.S. Forest Service, a division of the Agriculture  Department, kept intact a preliminary draft issued last May  that did not increase the amount of wilderness land in the  Tongass.


Wilderness lands, designated by Congress, ban   construction and human habitation in order to preserve the area and protect local animals and resources. About 6  million acres in the Tongass are currently protected.

                Separately, forest officials moved forward with a plan to  designate 1.4 million acres of wilderness land in the 5.5  million acre Chugach National Forest, also in Alaska. It is  the second largest forest in the U.S.

The environmental community wasted little time blasting the  administration, calling the proposals yet another case of the  president ignoring public opinion to appease lawmakers and  large timber companies.

"I'm dumbfounded by the lack of leadership in the Forest   Service," said Tim Bristol, executive director of the Alaska   Coalition.

"They had a great opportunity to do something that was   long lasting, supported by science and clearly backed by  the public, and they just fell flat," he said.

More than 175,000 comments were received from the  public, but 98 percent of those were form letters, according   to the Forest Service.

                DELICATE ENVIRONMENTAL BALANCE

The Forest Service was ordered by a federal court in Alaska   in 2001 to evaluate and consider roadless areas in the   Tongass after a 1997 plan failed to evaluate these regions   as possible wilderness sites.

                Forest officials said their plan provides adequate   environmental protections.

This plan "has the appropriate amount of latitude to look at  the needs of (Alaska residents) while still providing a  tremendous amount of protection throughout the national  forests," said Denny Bschor, regional forester with the  Forest Service in Alaska.

By completing the review of the Tongass, four timber  harvesting projects, with some 65 million board feet, could  begin in as soon as 45 days. Another nine projects are  currently on hold pending the future of roadless rule in the U.S. court system.

                The Clinton-era roadless plan banned road construction on  nearly 60 million acres of U.S. forest land.

The Tongass decision cannot be appealed. A provision in   the $397 billion federal spending bill passed earlier this  month included a provision that blocked appeals if the  Forest Service chose not to increase wilderness land in  Alaska.

                Wilderness designation in the Chugach forest requires  congressional approval.

Rep. Jay Inslee, a Washington Democrat, promised to  introduce legislation to enforce the roadless rule, which also  includes parts of the Tongass.

But Doug Heye, spokesman for California Republican  Richard Pombo, who chairs the House Resources   Committee, praised the ruling and quickly rebuffed criticism   from environmentalists.

                "With those groups, no amount of wilderness land will ever   be enough, he said.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Fierce Blaze Threatens Mount Kenya Ecology 

                      NANYUKI, Kenya, February 28, 2003 (ENS) - A raging fire -  suspected to have been started by arsonists - has now burned over  4,000 hectares (15 square miles) of Mount Kenya forest and is  threatening the Mount Kenya ecology and some 882 rare plant species,  unique to the area, government officials here say. Today the fire was brought under control by the Kenya Wildlife Service, forest guards, the  Kenya Army, and the local community. 

                      The fire came weeks after the new government of President Mwai  Kibaki announced tough measures to stop illegal logging, encroachment  of the forest by neighbouring communities, and growing of narcotics   nside the forest. 

                      "We suspect that this is the work of arsonists and saboteurs," says   Professor Wangari Maathai, the Kenyan assistant minister for  environment, natural resources and wildlife conservation, and founder  of the Greenbelt treeplanting movement. "But we will not relent on our    campaign to save the Kenyan forests from imminent destruction." 


Mount Kenya, Africa's  second highest mountain,  viewed from the northwest                                                       (Photo by John Cleare courtesy  Ski Mountaineer)


The government has in  the last few weeks fired  senior forestry                                                     department officers in  the region for condoning  wanton destruction of  the forest, classed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site. 

                      Some locals interviewed said the fires could have been started to keep  the forest officers "busy" while the illegal loggers ferry their loot. The  fire also came on the heels of a government announcement that it had   closed six forests around the Mount Kenya region for five years and suspended a senior forest officer in the area over corruption. 

                      But what began as a small bushfire on Monday has now reached  dangerous heights and has destroyed thousands of indigenous trees of  the aloe species and a large part of the Mount Kenya National Park,  which is home to thousands of animals. 

                      "The fire has razed sections of Ontulili forest planted with cedar, podo  and olea trees and the neighboring grassland," says Paul Karanja, the   acting provincial forest officer. 

                      Blaming saboteurs for the outbreak, Karanja said the fires were lit in  different sections of the forest as his officers attempted to put out the  one in Ontulili. 

 "As we were fighting  the outbreak in Ontulili   forest, we saw another   fire from the  neighboring Nanyuki                   forest, and as we rushed there, another  broke out in the  neighborhood  frustrating us further,"  said Karanja. 

                      Efforts by the Kenya Wildlife Service personnel to put off the fire collapsed this week due to lack of fire fighting machines and adequate  personnel. 

                      "We have appealed to the army to come and save Mount Kenya, but  they have also faced some handicaps," says Maathai. Attempts by the  army officers to extinguish the blaze last Friday night failed when their

vehicle broke down in the forest. 

                      Maathai blames the arsonists for the fires and says they are trying to  sabotage the new government's efforts in the conservation of natural  resources. She said people living near the forest could have started the               fire so that they could get plots to cultivate. 

                      Experts in Nairobi say that the Mount Kenya inferno cannot be  extinguished manually, and that only well equipped airplanes can  effectively contain the raging fire - if it does not die out naturally. 

                      "We are appealing to international community to help us," says Bongo Woodley, the Mount Kenya senior warden. "The troops deployed to  contain the fire are helpless." 

                       A vast area of Mount Kenya Forest  Reserve, about 2,200 square kilometers   (849 square miles), is under Kenya  Wildlife Service jurisdiction which has  mandate to protect the wildlife, especially the threatened 882 plant  species unique to Mount Kenya.   Besides the rare plant species, the  Mount Kenya forest is inhabited by  about 2,000 elephants and other wildlife species that include the bongo,  black rhino, duiker, buffalo, and the giant forest hog. 

                      Mount Kenya has been in the news after aerial surveys revealed  massive destruction of the ecosystem. An aerial survey carried by   warden Woodley and United Nations official Christian Lambrechts in  1999 revealed massive destruction of the forest and presence of  thousands of charcoal kilns. 

                      Shortly after the December general elections in which power passed  from long time President Daniel Arap Moi to President Kibaki, the new  government fired forest officers in the area and announced measures                  to restore Mount Kenya's ecosystem including the closure of six  forests. 

                      Although Mount Kenya is a key component of the Kenyan economy, feeding the Tana and Athi rivers - the country's biggest rivers with  hydropower stations and many irrigation operations dotting their  courses - the previous Moi government condoned its destruction and at  one point threatened to set aside parts of the forest to settle landless  Kenyans. 

                      During Moi's reign marijuana fields flourished in the bush and were  linked to politically connected individuals who would harvest it and then   transport it to the coast where it is refined into hashish. A recent visit to

the forest by the new Minister for Environment Dr. Newton Kulundu, revealed thousands of acres of cannabis sativa, marijuana, known  locally as bhang. 

                      Kenya's Environment  Minister Dr. Newton   Kulundu (center, white shirt) sets fire to a pile    of marijuana in the  Chyulu Hills today. (Photo   by Charles Ooro courtesy  KWS)

                      "The Mount Kenya  forest - declared a  world heritage of unique animal and wildlife biodiversity - is

                      more distressed than   statistics reveal," said Dr. Kulundu after the tour. "If we don't act fast, we will be the generation that will witness the destruction of Mount   Kenya forest." 

                      The minister and his delegation, which included Maathai, uprooted and   burned the bhang in large piles during their visit. He gave forest  officers in the area 30 days to uproot the prohibited drug and replantthe area with trees "or else you also face the sack," said Dr. Kulundu. 

                      Whether these new tough measures have any link to the Mount Kenya    fire is a matter of speculation. But officers on the ground, and  government officials think the new measures and the fires are  inter-linked. 

                      At the moment the fire is burning on steep valleys making access difficult for the firefighters. 

                      "We believe the arsonists are operating from within the forests," says  Karanja, the forest officer. There is fear that the outbreaks could cause  a major human-wildlife conflict since the animals are running away  from their habitat. "We are fearing that the fire might spread to natural  forests and plantations higher in the mountain. This can be a national   disaster," Karanja said. 

                      The government has warned the arsonists that it is closing in on them, and that they will face the full force of the law if they are caught. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

SEATTLE POST-INTELLIGENCER WASHINGTON CORRESPONDENT
U.S. gets 'F' on salmon restoration in Northwest  Efforts in Columbia and Snake lack commitment, group says

                 WASHINGTON -- The government's efforts to pull salmon back from the brink

                 of extinction in the Columbia and Snake rivers are beset by shortages of money

                 and desire, an environmental group concluded yesterday in its annual review of a

                 10-year campaign to save the Northwest's most recognizable fish.

                 The analysis by the Save Our Wild Salmon Coalition gave the Bush

                 administration an "F" for its performance last year in meeting requirements set

                 out by the ambitious salmon restoration plan. It marked the second year in a row

                 the government earned a failing grade.

                 In a separate report, the National Wildlife Federation called the salmon effort in

                 the Columbia and Snake rivers "a parade of half-steps and squandered

                 possibilities."

                 In particular, the federation criticized the practice of barging salmon around

                 dams that block their path to the ocean and to spawning grounds. Barging is a

                 key component of the restoration plan's attempt to allow fish to travel without

                 removing dams.

                 The federation, however, said it isn't working. 

                 "Salmon barging has proven to be a failure for the fish and for taxpayers," the

                 report said. "The solution to a lethal, degraded river is not to take the salmon out

                 of the river and drive them to the ocean; it is to restore the river. If the dams are

                 breached, salmon will return, fisheries will r evive and jobs will follow."

                 In its report, the Save Our Wild Salmon coalition charged the administration with

                 providing only half the money needed to fulfill the requirements and completing

                 only 27 percent of the milestones. 

                 It said the government did not maintain water temperature and quality as

                 required and failed to restore habitat as required.

                 "The failures border on a tacit decision (by the Bush administration) to ignore the

                 mandates of the biological plan," said Bruce Babbitt, the former Interior

                 secretary in the Clinton administration who "reluctantly" approved the plan in

                 2000.

                 The plan laid out a complicated and costly blueprint for improving habitat,

                 managing dams, controlling water temperature and quality and a host of other

                 steps that collectively would allow the return of bountiful populations of salmon

                 and steelhead.

                 The plan was conceived as an alternative to removing four dams on the Snake

                 River that most environmental groups and many scientists said was the best and

                 most certain way to bring the salmon back.

                 "We are in the third year of a 10-year plan, but in reality we're in the 11th hour,"

                 Babbitt said as he presented the group's report. 

                 Babbitt said the Bush administration must intensify its effort and accelerate the

                 pace of the plan if it has any chance of realizing its goal.

                 When he approved the plan, Babbitt said he accepted the word of federal

                 biologists who told him "a major, sustained and unrelenting effort over a 10-year

                 period" would bring the salmon back without breaching the dams.

                 "We're almost one-third of the way through and the lack of commitment is

                 extremely disappointing," he said.

                 One federal official responsible for overseeing the salmon effort took issue with

                 the group's analysis, saying much of the work is on track and that the complex

                 mix of science and competing demands requires a longer view.

                 "It feels a little unfair to be getting final grades before the midterm is rendered,"

                 said Bob Lohn, who manages much of the salmon plan as Northwest

                 administrator for NOAA Fisheries, the agency formerly named the National

                 Marine Fisheries Service. 

                 "I believe we are making generally good progress," he said.

                 For example, Lohn said the criticism of underfinancing the effort is based on soft

                 estimates that were made before a more detailed estimate could be computed

                 based on actual conditions on the ground. That analysis is nearly finished, he

                 said.

                 According to Save Our Wild Salmon, the program requires $900 million a year

                 and only half of that total has been provided.

                 "After two years and more than $1 billion spent, we see little return on the

                 investment," the report says. "Given the Bush administration's recent decision to

                 reduce 2003 salmon funding outright, the pattern seems unlikely to change."

                 Babbitt and other critics said they still believe removing the dams is the best

                 approach even though President Bush has emphatically ruled that out. 

                 That leaves legal action as a potential alternative if progress isn't made in the

                 river basin.

                 "At what point does failure to comply constitute a violation of the Endangered

                 Species Act?" Babbitt asked. "I'm not in the business of soliciting lawsuits, for

                 the most part, but it's a real issue."

                 Justin Gould, chairman of the Columbia River Intertribal Commission, also

                 threatened to consider a lawsuit if the administration does not improve.

                 Gould, a member of Nez Perce tribe, said the report card "exposes the Bush

                 administration's fundamental lack of commitment to Indian tribes in the Columbia

                 River Basin. We've watched the best science become compromised by politics

                 and powerful agencies railroad the best efforts at coordination."

                 The salmon plan is also under assault from budget watchdogs.

                 "The federal government has spent almost a billion dollars on the salmon

                 recovery plan with virtually nothing to show for it," said Autumn Hanna, senior

                 policy analyst for Taxpayers for Common Sense. 

                 "Two years ago, federal taxpayers made a commitment to invest in this plan, and

                 time is running out. We need to see a little bang for our buck."

                 The clearest indication of how well -- or how bad -- the plan is performing will

                 come in September. Under the salmon blueprint, formal progress reports must

                 be submitted in 2003, 2005 and 2008.

                 These reports, written by the federal agencies involved, are considered a key

                 gauge of the salmon recovery effort.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

The Guardian

Allies bomb key Iraqi targets 

                                    Britain and the United States have all but fired the first shots  the second Gulf war by dramatically extending the range of  targets in the "no-fly zones" over Iraq to soften up the country for  an allied ground invasion. 

                                    As Baghdad threatened to stop destroying its Samoud 2  missiles if the US presses ahead with its invasion plans, allied pilots have attacked surface-to-surface missile systems and are  understood to have hit multiple-launch rockets. 

                                    Targets hit in recent days include the Ababil-100, a  Soviet-designed surface-to-air missile system adapted to hit  targets on the ground, and the Astros 2 ground rocket launcher   with a range of up to 56 miles. These would be used to defend 
 Iraq in the event of an invasion or to attack allied troops  stationed in Kuwait. 

                                    Britain and the US insist publicly that the rules for enforcing the  no-fly zones over the north and south of Iraq have not changed - that pilots only open fire if they are targeted. But privately defence officials admit that there has been an aggressive upping  of the ante in recent weeks to weaken Iraqi defences ahead of a  ground invasion. 

                                    Analysts confirm there has been an intensification of what is  known as "the undeclared war". 

                                    The allied action will prompt allegations that Britain and the US  have unilaterally changed the rules of the no-fly zones. These  zones were established after the last Gulf war to protect Shias  in the south and Kurds in the north. John Warden, a retired US air force colonel who was an architect of the 1991 Gulf war air campaign, gave a taste of the  change in tactics when he said: "We have added a new  category of targets, and those were some of the Iraqi multiple  rocket launchers and some of their relatively short range surface-to-surface missiles." 

                                    Loren Thompson, a defence analyst with the US Lexington  Institute, told Reuters: "The US military is taking advantage of  the no-fly zones to prepare the battle space for war. There's  been a sporadic war occurring in the air over Iraq for a dozen  years now. This merely ratchets up the intensity." 

                                    The intensification of the Anglo-American attacks is likely to be seized on by Iraq, which has long complained that Britain and the US have abused the no-fly zones. 

                                    Believing that its hand has been strengthened by its decision  to comply with UN demands to destroy its Samoud 2 missiles, Iraq said that it would call a halt to the destruction if the US presses ahead with its invasion plans. 

                                    Speaking after the destruction of 10 missiles over the weekend,  Saddam Hussein's scientific adviser, Lieutenant General Amer  al-Saadi, said: "If it turns out at an early stage during this month  that America is not going the legal way, then why should we  continue?" 

                                    The intensification of the attacks in the no-fly zones appears to show that Britain and the US are determined to follow the military route, despite the continuing debate at the United Nations. 

                                    The bombing is likely to cause renewed tension with France and Germany, which have both argued that it is inappropriate  prepare for war until the UN has decided that military action is  necessary. 

                                    Dominique de Villepin, the French foreign minister, told BBC's  Breakfast with Frost: "It is for the inspectors to write a report   saying 'We can't work any more'. Are we in such a situation?  No. Do we need a second resolution? No. Are we going to oppose a second resolution? Yes, as are the Russians and many other countries." 

                                    Figures released by the US central command show that British and US aircraft have stepped up their bombing over the past few   weeks. 

                                    This year alone they have attacked Iraqi targets more than 40 times. 

                                    In the past week, they have attacked Iraqi targets three times. On Thursday they attacked a missile site and communications  system near Basra. 

                                    On Friday they bombed three mobile air defence early warning   radars and a surface-to-air missile system near An Nasiriyah, approximately 170 miles southwest of Baghdad. 

                                    On Saturday, British and US aircraft attacked military   communication sites and a mobile radar in the same location. 

                                    Last month British and US aircraft attacked the Ababil-100   missile site near Basra, where surface-to-air missiles adapted to  hit ground targets were located, according to US central  command. 

                                    The US says that they bombed the targets in response to the  Iraqis moving the missiles and air defence below the 33rd  parallel marking the northern end of the southern no-fly zone.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA - NEWS UPDATE

        March 03, 2003

Beware of River Water, Karua Warns Kenyans

The East African Standard (Nairobi): The Minister for Water Resources Martha Karua has warned that most Kenyan river water is poisonous because hazardous chemicals by horticultural farmers and industries are being drained directly into it. Karua said most of the water was unsafe for consumption and was to blame for the upsurge of water-borne and skin diseases that are rampant in the country. She singled out coffee factories and horticultural firms of poisoning the water by directly emitting harzadous waste into the rivers. She warned that as a result of this emptying of the dangerous chemicals, many downstream consumers who do not treat their water were suffering from a myriad of health problems. She said small-scale farmers were also complicating the problem by washing their spray pumps in the water. She took issue with car washers in urban centres who carried out their operations in the streams and rivers emptying their toxic waste into the water. As a result of this pollution, she said, there was a water problem and many Kenyans do not trust river water. Speaking in Kianyaga, Karua said her ministry was formulating policies of containing the water pollution and ensure there was enough water for all Kenyans.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200303020204.html
Cyclone 'Japhet' threatens Mozambican southern Province 

Maputo, Mozambique (PANA) - Cyclone "Japhet" is threatening the coast of the southern Mozambican province of Inhambane, especially shipping in the Mozambique Channel, the national news agency (AIM) reported Sunday. A severe wind gusting at 170 km an hour, has been "knocking down coconut palms and tearing the roofs off houses built of flimsy materials," the agency reported. The meteorological office said the "centre of 'Japhet' is still out to sea" and was "virtually stationary off the Inhambane coast," Saturday. But it is feared it could move towards the southwest and hit the coasts of Gaza and Maputo provinces.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng043293&dte=02/03/2003
Riparian countries discuss siltation of Lake Chad 

Niamey, Niger (PANA) - Ministers of the Lake Chad Basin Commission (CBLT) Friday continued their 50th ordinary session here with deliberations focused on siltation and rehabilitation of the lake. Cameroon, the Central African Republic, Nigeria, Niger and Chad, which border Lake Chad in central Africa, are members of CBLT. Lake Chad has drastically dried up in the past few years, causing human displacement, feeding problems for animals and a dearth of vegetation. A study recently published by a group of American scientists indicates that the surface of Lake Chad has diminished by 95 percent from 30,000km sq. to 3,000km sq. in the past 40 years. It warns that if immediate measures are not taken, the lake could disappear in the next several years. Individual riparian countries have undertaken certain initiatives in addition to measures undertaken at the level of CBLT. the ambitious programme of CBLT member countries for the rehabilitation of Lake Chad is to re-supply it with water from the Oubangui Chari in the Central African Republic. The Lake Chad supply project provides for a regulation dam in Palambo on the Oubangui in the Central African Republic, a 100-km to 120-km headrace channel to transfer the water per gravity from the Palambo reservoir into the Ouham River (Central African Republic). The project also provides for the execution of a navigable channel linking Chari, Logone and Bénoué through the Mayo Kebbi, as well as the development of Lake Chad to reduce evaporation and increase its storage capacity.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng043105&dte=28/02/2003
Transfrontier conservation project gets World Bank grant 

Cape Town, South Africa (PANA) - The World Bank has committed US$7.3 million towards creating a massive transfrontier conservation and development programme that will encompass areas in the Eastern Cape, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Free State and Lesotho, as well as several existing parks and conserved areas. The five-year project, which is a coordinated programme between the conservation bodies of all four regions and South African national parks, is aimed at preserving the biodiversity of the region. It will contribute to community development through tourism. "This programme aims to put a management strategy in place for the whole region as well as create sustainable economic activity for the people who live there," the coordinator indicated. The World Bank grant will be augmented by portions of the operating budgets of the four conservation agencies involved, which will bring the real total up to US$33 million over the next five years.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng043059&dte=28/02/2003 

__________________________________________________________________________________________











28 February 2003

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.


**Secretary-General in Cyprus
Good afternoon.  The Secretary-General ended his trip to Cyprus today, following a meeting this morning for more than an hour with the

newly-inaugurated Greek Cypriot leader, His Excellency Tassos Papadopoulos, the outgoing Greek Cypriot leader, His Excellency Glafcos Clerides, and the Turkish Cypriot leader, His Excellency Rauf Denktash.

He said, as he departed Cyprus for London on his way back to New York, that he was satisfied with the outcome of his mission over the past few days to Greece, Turkey and Cyprus, and was pleased that Denktash and Papadopoulos agreed to meet him again in The Hague on 10 March.

He said, “I have asked the two leaders to arrive at The Hague prepared to tell me, there and then, whether or not they would sign a commitment to submit the Foundation Agreement to approval at separate, simultaneous referenda on 30 March to achieve a comprehensive settlement of the Cyprus problem”.  He also asked them to have completed all necessary internal consultations by the time they get to The Hague, so their response on 10 March would be definitive.

The Secretary-General said he left the region convinced that all concerned understand that the holding of the referenda is the key to a reunited Cyprus joining the European Union on 16 April, and he emphasized, “There is a unique opportunity that must not be missed”.

He called the Plan for Settlement “fair and balanced”, adding, “of course, it is a compromise.  But all negotiated settlements require compromise.  I urge all concerned to catch the tide before it turns, perhaps irreversibly”.

Responding to a question, the Secretary-General reiterated that “if the answer from one party or the other is ‘no’, there should be no doubt that we are at the end of the road”.  He added that would be a sad day for the people of this island and the region.

The Secretary-General will spend tonight in London, and he’s expected to return to New York tomorrow.

**United Nations Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission
Yesterday afternoon, Hans Blix, the Executive Chairman of the United Nations Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC) received a letter from the Iraqi authorities stating in principle that Iraq accepts the requests for the destruction of the al-Samoud missile. 

n his way into the building this morning, Blix said that his deputy, Demetrius Perricos, who is currently in Baghdad, would discuss the programme of destruction with the Iraqi authorities.  Blix also said he had sent a letter back to the Iraqi authorities to clarify certain points.  Asked about the destruction of the missile, Blix said, “It’s a very big chunk of things.  There are very many of these missiles, a lot of items that pertain to them […] which are to be destroyed”.  Before heading into the elevator, Blix, when asked if he considered the glass half full or half empty, answered, “it’s a glass where they poured more water”.

As for UNMOVIC’s quarterly report, it will be made available this afternoon to all members of the Security Council.  We will advise you once it has been distributed to Council members.  Meanwhile, the inspectors from both UNMOVIC and the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) continued their activities in Iraq today, and we have a detailed daily update available in my office.

**Security Council
As for the Council, there are no meetings or consultations scheduled for today.  At 3:00 p.m., there is a meeting of the Security Council Committee on sanctions against Al Qaeda.

Today is the last day of Germany's presidency, and Guinea takes over the Council presidency as of tomorrow.  The Council President for the month of March, Ambassador Mamady Traoré, is expected to brief you on the programme of work on Tuesday, 4 March following its approval in consultations by all members.

**Liberia
The Secretary-General’s report to the Security Council on Liberia is out as a document today.  The Secretary-General says that Liberia finds itself at a critical crossroads, with elections approaching.

He says, “It could either turn a new page towards sustainable peace and progress under enhanced governance or continue to fester in conflict and poverty, with deleterious effects for its people and the subregion”.  He says the first step is to end the fighting.  He commends the local and regional initiatives that have made it possible for the government and the LURD rebels to start dialogue.

He goes on to say that the International Contact Group on Liberia provides the best forum for the international community to constructively engage Liberia and to find a comprehensive solution.  That group is meeting at United Nations Headquarters today.  The United Nations is being represented by Assistant Secretary-General for Political Affairs Tuliameni Kalomoh and the Secretary-General’s Representative, Abou Moussa.  The meeting is co-chaired by Ghana, the current chair of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) and Sweden, the European Union Representative for the Mano River Union.

**Côte d’Ivoire

The High Commissioner for Human Rights in Geneva today reported that an advance team to look into conditions of setting up a possible commission of inquiry on violations of human rights and humanitarian rights in the context of the current crisis had arrived in Abidjan.  The advance team was made up of representatives of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights and the Department of Political Affairs, as well as a forensic expert.  The team would be in Côte d'Ivoire until 11 March and would then submit a report to the Secretary-General, through the High Commissioner.

**Somalia
In a report to the Security Council on Somalia, the Secretary-General notes the Somali national reconciliation process that began with the convening of the Eldoret Conference in Kenya last October under the auspices of the region’s Intergovernmental Authority on Development.

The Secretary-General encourages all the Somali leaders participating in the Conference to rededicate themselves to the search for national reconciliation in their country, and to agree on an inclusive political dispensation for the country’s future.

He says that “it has become increasingly clear that inside Somalia, the continued outbreaks of hostilities are motivated by individual rivalries of faction leaders and criminal activities, rather than wider issues”.  The Secretary-General also notes recent hostilities involving the militias, which have seriously affected humanitarian aid delivery, notably around Mogadishu and Baidoa.  We have copies of that report in my office.

**Sierra Leone
At the conclusion of a week-long visit to Sierra Leone, Olara Otunnu, the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed Conflict, has called upon the international community to continue to support the country in the peace-building period, so that the impressive gains made so far in the rehabilitation and protection of war-affected children can be strengthened and sustained.

**International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia
Today in The Hague, the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia released Agim Murtezi, one of a group of four Kosovo Albanians who had been detained in Kosovo and transferred to The Hague earlier this month, following a statement issued by his defence attorney that Murtezi claimed he was “not the person referred to in the indictment”.  The indictment against Murtezi was withdrawn today, and he was ordered to be released immediately.

**Human Rights
The Deputy High Commissioner for Human Rights, Bertrand Ramcharan, will begin a visit to Central Asia next week, to follow up on the visit the Secretary-General made to the region last October.  Ramcharan will travel to Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan over the next two weeks, to enhance dialogue and technical cooperation on human rights in those countries.

Also, the special rapporteur of the Commission on Human Rights dealing with adequate housing, Miloon Kothari, will visit Peru starting next week, at the Government’s invitation.  During his visit, from 3 to 14 March, Kothari will meet with the Government, United Nations and civil society representatives and will visit communities in Lima, Iquitos and Ica to assess housing and living conditions.  We have two press releases with more details on those two items.

**United Nations Development Programme
Today in Burkina Faso, some 150 participants in Africa’s premier film festival, the Pan-African Film and Television Festival, took time out from the movies to discuss what African actors can do to help fight HIV/AIDS, at a panel organized with the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP). 

In a message of support, the Secretary-General said that creative artists can “help us to better understand contemporary Africa –- not only its problems, but the positive changes that are happening everywhere and are a real cause for hope”.  The UNDP has a press release on the racks on that matter.

**Tobacco Convention
The sixth and final round of negotiations for the Framework Convention on Tobacco Control are expected to close in Geneva late tonight, with a final text expected to be produced that can then be presented to the World Health Assembly in May.

The World Health Organization (WHO), under whose auspices the negotiations are being held, said that the treaty is to include international rules on tobacco taxation, smoking prevention and treatment, illicit trade, advertising and promotion, and product regulation.  The WHO says that last year, 4.9 million people died due to the use of tobacco.

**Week Ahead

And finally, we have the week ahead for you to help you plan your week.

Any questions?

**Questions and Answers

Question:  Is the Secretary-General proposing that the United Nations organize these referenda that he wants held in Cyprus, or is he just asking the two communities to do it?

Spokesman:  I believe he expects the two sides to organize their referenda.  I’m not aware that there’s any provision for United Nations technical assistance.

Question:  Are you going to release the letter from General Al-Sadi to

Dr. Blix?

Spokesman:  I’m not sure we have even seen that letter.  I’ll have to check for you.  This went directly to Dr. Blix, so we’ll have to check with his office what he intends to do with it.

[Dr. Blix later said that he would not make the letter public.]

Thank you very much.

_________________________________________________________________________________________
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F R I D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
Iraq’s promised missile destruction ‘very significant, real disarmament’ – Blix

*
Greek and Turkish Cypriot leaders agree to meet Annan again for final talks

*
Liberian conflict could engulf all West Africa in crisis, Annan warns

*
Annan calls on Somali factions to end hostilities, recommit to peace

*
Advance UN team tests conditions for rights inquiry in Côte d’Ivoire

*
UN envoy calls for sustained international support for post-conflict Sierra Leone

*
Former Rwandan camp commander charged by UN pleads not guilty to genocide

*
UN tribunal releases Kosovo Albanian suspect after mistaken identity claim

*
As deadline nears, countries struggle to finalize text on UN tobacco accord

*
Deputy UN rights chief set to visit central Asia 

*
UN expert on adequate housing heading to Peru

*
Top UN refugee official in Afghanistan to discuss returns to north

*
UN agency racing to prepare for return of 200,000 Angolan refugees

*
Creative artists in Africa can help UN achieve key development goals – Annan

*
UN anti-racism committee set to begin 2003 session

* * * *

Iraq: inspections

28 February – Iraq’s promised destruction of its Al Samoud 2 missiles is “a very significant piece of real disarmament,” chief United Nations weapons inspector Hans Blix said today, as a written report by UN monitors on the inspection process was distributed to Security Council members late Friday.

“It’s a very big chunk of things,” Mr. Blix told reporters as he entered UN Headquarters in New York, referring to Iraq’s agreement yesterday to destroy its Al Samoud 2 missiles, which the UN said could exceed the 150-kilometre-range limit mandated by Council resolutions. “There are very many of these missiles, a lot of items that pertain to them, which we have enumerated in our letter which are to be destroyed.”

Last week, Mr. Blix ordered Baghdad to destroy all Al Samoud 2 missiles and warheads, fuel and oxidizer, about 380 missile engines imported illegally and all components associated with the engine. He told reporters today that his Deputy, Demetrius Perricos, is in Baghdad to clarify what Iraq meant when it said it agreed “in principle” to the missile destruction.

Asked about reports that his latest update to the Council on Iraq’s disarmament efforts describes Baghdad’s cooperation as very limited, Mr. Blix said his reports are a snapshot that reflects the situation at the time of writing. The present one was compiled before the arrival of Iraq’s letter yesterday agreeing in principle to destroy the missiles.

The report by the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC), which only covers events up to 26 February, says that during that time period, “Iraq could have made greater efforts to find any remaining proscribed items or provide credible evidence showing the absence of such items…It is hard to understand why a number of the measures, which are now being taken, could not have been initiated earlier.”

Mr. Blix, Executive Chairman of UNMOVIC, said today, “The Iraqi side at the present time is very active. And we’ll see next week what I’ll report in addition to the written report. Of course as reality changes my report changes.”

As for whether the glass was now half full or half empty in regard to Iraqi cooperation, Mr. Blix told reporters, “It’s a glass where they poured more water.”

Meanwhile in Iraq, UNMOVIC biological teams identified more fragments of R-400 aerial bombs that Iraq claims were filled with biological agents at the Al Aziziyah Airfield and Firing range, and inspected the Mesopotamia State Company for Seeds at the Djerf al Naddaf site in southeast Baghdad.

A missile team applied tags to missiles, which had undergone maintenance, and removed tags from missiles scheduled for maintenance at the Al Harith missile maintenance workshop, while an International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) team conducted a car-borne radiation survey in an area 10 kilometres north of Baghdad.

* * *

Cyprus

28 February – The Greek Cypriot and Turkish Cypriot leaders today agreed to an invitation by United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan to meet on 10 March in The Hague to give him a definitive response to a plan that would enable a reunited Cyprus to join the European Union (EU) later this year.

“I have asked the two leaders to arrive at The Hague prepared to tell me, there and then, whether or not they would sign a commitment to submit the Foundation Agreement to approval at separate, simultaneous referenda on 30 March in order to achieve a comprehensive settlement of the Cyprus problem,” Mr. Annan told the press before leaving Cyprus today.

“I have also asked the two leaders to arrive in The Hague having completed all necessary internal consultations and processes so that the response on 10 March is definitive,” he added.

Mr. Annan, who met for more than an hour earlier Friday with newly inaugurated Greek Cypriot leader Tassos Papadopoulos, outgoing Greek Cypriot leader Glafcos Clerides, and Turkish Cypriot leader Rauf Denktash, said he was satisfied with the outcome of his weeklong mission to Turkey, Greece and Cyprus. He added that he was glad Mr. Papadopoulos and Mr. Denktash agreed to meet him again in The Hague.

“I am convinced that all concerned – Greece, Turkey and the two parties in the island – understand that the holding of referenda on 30 March is the key to a reunited Cyprus signing the Treaty of Accession on 16 April,” he said, referring to the EU agreement. “There is a unique opportunity that must not be missed.”

The Secretary-General called the settlement plan “fair and balanced,” adding, “Of course it is a compromise. But all negotiated settlements require compromise. I urge all concerned to catch the tide before it turns, perhaps irreversibly.”

Asked if the answer from one party or the other is “no,” the Secretary-General stressed, “There should be no doubt that we are at the end of the road.” He said a lot of effort was put into the process and he was not sure whether the opportunity would come again soon – if ever. “I think it will be a sad day for the people of this island, for both communities and for the region,” he added.

* * *

Liberia

28 February – Liberia is at a critical crossroads between peace and conflict, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan says in a report issued today, warning that continued support for Liberian rebels could engulf the whole of West Africa in an economic and humanitarian crisis.

“With elections approaching, Liberia finds itself at a critical crossroads,” the Secretary-General says in a report to the Security Council, noting that the Liberians United for Reconciliation and Democracy (LURD) rebel group is determined to seize power by unconstitutional means. “It (Liberia) could either turn a new page towards sustainable peace and progress under enhanced democratic governance or continue to fester in conflict and poverty, with deleterious effects for its people and the subregion.”

Mr. Annan says it is clear that LURD enjoys some external military support in the conflict with President Charles Taylor’s government, and neither side is likely to win.

“The international community should discourage such support, whose only achievement, so far, has been the massive displacement of innocent civilians, including women, children and the elderly, the deaths of thousands of persons and the wanton destruction of infrastructure and personal property,” he warns. “If decisive action is not taken to put an end to this tragedy, a generalized humanitarian and economic crisis could engulf the entire West African region.”

Noting that the first step is to end the fighting, Mr. Annan says dialogue remains the only means to create an enabling environment for peaceful elections and a brighter post-electoral future for the country, whose people have suffered far too long. “In this regard, I commend the ongoing local and regional initiatives that have made it possible for the Government and LURD to start dialogue,” he adds.

The Secretary-General also urges Council members to support the International Contact Group on Liberia, which met at UN Headquarters in New York today, calling it the best forum for the international community to find the quickest possible comprehensive solution to the Liberian crisis.

* * *

Somalia

28 February – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan, in a report issued today, calls on Somalia’s faction-ridden leadership to cease “serious hostilities” and urges international donors to contribute generously and speedily to humanitarian and peace-building programmes there.

“It is those that have the weapons of war who continue to hold the people of Somalia hostage to the cycle of violence,” the Secretary-General says in a report to the UN Security Council, noting that individual faction rivalries and criminal activity rather than wider issues are behind the violence. “The Somali people and the international community will no doubt hold them accountable for their actions if they persist on the path of confrontation and conflict.”

Calling on Somali leaders who participated in last year’s national reconciliation conference in Eldoret, Kenya, to rededicate themselves to the search for peace, Mr. Annan says that since then, serious hostilities have occurred involving the militias and supporters of some of the very leaders who signed the Eldoret Declaration and the December agreements.

He notes that hostilities have blocked airports and seaports, seriously affecting the delivery of essential humanitarian and development assistance. He urges Somali leaders “to live up to their commitments to assure the delivery of much-needed humanitarian assistance and the safety of all international and national aid workers.”

Welcoming contributions by Ireland, Italy and Norway to the Trust Fund for Peace-Building in Somalia, and the early contributions of Canada, Denmark, Norway, Switzerland and the European Community to the 2003 Consolidated Inter-Agency Appeal for Somalia, Mr. Annan calls on other donors “not only to contribute generously to the appeal, but also to do so without delay so as to allow the effective implementation of a full, coherent and balanced humanitarian and peace-building programme.”

The Secretary-General also notes that while some parts of Somalia remain unstable, relative stability continues to prevail in significant portions of the country where community-based peace-building activities have evolved with little outside support.

“These initiatives present windows of opportunity for the United Nations, non-governmental organizations and donors to help to maintain and build upon the peace and stability that has been achieved,” he says. “Failure to do so, however, could result in renewed conflict over scarce resources as an impoverished people, including increasing numbers of returnees from exile, are struggling to survive and rebuild their lives.”

* * *

Côte d’Ivoire

28 February - An advance team of United Nations human rights and political affairs officials arrived in Abidjan today to assess conditions on the ground for setting up a possible board of inquiry to investigate violations of human rights and humanitarian rights that have occurred during the civil turmoil in Côte d’Ivoire.

The team’s arrival in Abidjan follows the request of Ivoirian President Laurent Gbagbo to establish an International Commission of Inquiry. Secretary-General Kofi Annan yesterday sent a letter to President Gbagbo endorsing the proposal, saying that the establishment of such a commission “is in the spirit of the Linas-Marcoussis agreement,” the French-brokered peace accord signed and adopted in Paris last month establishing a two-year power-sharing arrangement between the Ivoirian Government, rebels and political opposition.

Mr. Annan’s letter also said the commission should determine the nature and identity of those responsible for human rights and humanitarian rights violations committed in Côte d’Ivoire since 19 September 2002. The panel will have to recommend measures that will put an end to impunity and ensure that those responsible are brought to justice and the victims and their families are compensated.

The team advance team – comprising experts from the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, the Department of Political Affairs, as well as one forensics expert – will be in Côte d’Ivoire until 11 March and would then submit a report to the Secretary-General.

* * *

Sierra Leone

28 February – At the conclusion of his weeklong visit to Sierra Leone, a United Nations envoy today called on the international community to continue supporting the country in order to strengthen and sustain gains made in the rehabilitation and protection of children after a decade of conflict.

During his mission, the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed Conflict, Olara Otunnu, assessed progress made as well as new challenges facing the nation’s children in the aftermath of conflict.

Sierra Leone had undergone a “dramatic transformation” with the restoration of peace and security throughout the country, Mr. Otunnu said, citing the close collaboration between the government, the UN peacekeeping mission (UNAMSIL), the UN Country Team and civil society as contributing factors.

The Special Representative also said, however, that tremendous challenges were ahead, uppermost being the inadequate education sector and the dire needs of those disabled by the war. He also noted that the extensive use of children as labour in diamond mining, preventing their schooling.

With children all over the country expressing their desire to attend school, Mr. Otunnu said a major effort is needed by Government and international partners to improve on enrolment rates and conditions in schools.

“The tremendous dynamism, intelligence and creativity of Sierra Leonean children – despite their terrible suffering during the war – is among the nation’s hidden strengths,” Mr. Otunnu said. “We must invest in these children.”

He also stressed that every effort must be made to harness the children’s potential and to engage them actively and constructively in the reconstruction process, including the speedy adoption and concerted implementation of national youth policy and programs.

* * *

Rwanda

28 February – A former high-ranking Rwandan camp commander charged with five counts of genocide and other war crimes today pleaded not guilty during his initial appearance before the United Nations International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR).

According to the Tribunal, Lt. Ildephonse Hategekimana, former commander of the Ngoma Camp, allegedly ordered, transported and led soldiers and militiamen to carry out attacks against Tutsi civilians. He is also said to have deployed soldiers to stop escaping Tutsi civilians and bring them to the camp for slaughter.

In addition, Lieutenant Hategekimana is accused of watching an attack while preventing his soldiers from intervening. He allegedly also failed to take measures to prevent, or put an end to widespread rape of girls and women in Butare prefecture.

Lieutenant Hategekimana was arrested on 16 February in the Republic of the Congo before being transferred to the UN Detention Facility in Arusha, Tanzania. Duty counsel appointed by the Tribunal’s Registrar is representing him until he appoints his own counsel or is assigned counsel in accordance with the UN court’s rules.

* * *

ICTY

28 February – The United Nations International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) ordered the immediate release today of a Kosovo Albanian indicted for war crimes in the murder and torture of Serb and Albanian civilians following a defence claim of mistaken identity.

Judge Liu Daqun ordered the return to Kosovo of Agim Murtezi, 46, who had been transferred to The Hague earlier this month with three other Kosovo Albanians to face charges of crimes against humanity and violations of the laws or customs of war.

The indictment of Mr. Murtezi, who pleaded not guilty to the charges last week, was withdrawn, following a prosecution motion and the defence’s response, both filed today. Three days ago Mr. Murtezi’s lawyer issued a statement on his behalf “claiming that he is not the person referred to in the indictment.”

The original indictment issued last month accused Mr. Murtezi of enforcing inhumane conditions, including inadequate food and medical care while a guard at Lapusnik/Llapushnik prison camp in 1998, of participating in the murder of 11 prisoners and participating in, aiding and abetting torture and beatings.

* * *

Tobacco control

28 February – With reports that smoking kills nearly five million people every year fuelling public debate over tobacco regulations and advertising, all eyes are on Geneva, where final negotiations are drawing to a close on a United Nations-backed treaty aimed at curbing the promotion, sales and smuggling of tobacco products.

A groundbreaking moment in public health history is just around the corner as the sixth and final round of negotiations for the Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC) are expected to close late this evening or early Saturday morning. The negotiations are expected to produce a final text that will be presented to the World Health Assembly in May.

The Convention – the first-ever under the auspices of the UN World Health Organization (WHO) – is part of a global strategy to reduce tobacco-related deaths and disease around the world. Without a coordinated international intervention, WHO predicts the number of deaths will rise to 10 million per year by 2020.

A key aspect of the negotiations is the issue of a total ban on tobacco advertising. The current text states that a complete ban on advertising should be the ultimate goal for signatories to the convention and encourages early elaboration of a supporting protocol on eliminating cross-border advertising and promotion.

Stressing the effectiveness of the convention’s broad regulatory strategy just before the negotiations began two weeks ago, WHO Director-General Gro Harlem Brundtland said the agency supports an outright ban on tobacco advertising. “A big part of the solution to the tobacco epidemic lies in promoting ‘stop-smoking’ programmes, raising tobacco taxes, increasing education, banning tobacco advertising and cracking down on smuggling,” she said.

* * *

Central Asia

28 February – A top United Nations rights official is headed to Kazakhstan and four other Central Asian countries where he will reopen high-level discussions on the promotion and protection of human rights.

Bertrand Ramcharan, Deputy UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, will begin his official two-week visit to Central Asia on Tuesday. In addition to Kazakhstan, he is scheduled to follow up Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s recent trip to the region with visits to Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan.

In order to enhance dialogue and technical cooperation between the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights and these countries, Mr. Ramcharan will be focusing on the implementation of international human rights conventions and norms.

In each country, Mr. Ramcharan has requested to meet with high-level Government officials, including the Ministers for foreign affairs, justice, and education. He has also asked to meet with the presidents of the supreme and constitutional courts, and heads of national human rights institutions.

He will meet with various non-governmental organizations, representatives of international organizations, the diplomatic community and the UN country teams.

* * *

Peru

28 February – A United Nations expert on adequate shelter is heading to Peru to assess housing and living conditions, focusing primarily on the needs of the poor, women and minorities.

Miloon Kothari, the UN Commission on Human Rights’ Special Rapporteur on adequate housing, will begin his two-week field mission on Monday. He is expected to examine the status of Peru’s efforts to realize the right to adequate housing and other related rights, with particular attention to aspects of gender equality and non-discrimination.

Mr. Kothari is also expected to speak with high-level national and local officials – including the Ministers of Housing and of Women and Social Development – other global agencies and representatives of civil society about their efforts to secure these rights; and identify practical solutions and best practices towards enhancing the standard of living overall.

The Special Rapporteur, an architect by training, will also visit communities in Lima, Iquitos and Ica to assess housing and living conditions, with particular attention to the needs of the poor, the rights of women, children, minorities, migrants and indigenous peoples. He will also hold hearings to listen to experiences of community groups.

* * *

Afghanistan

28 February – The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, Ruud Lubbers, arrived today in northern Afghanistan, where he met with government officials to discuss ways to help displaced Afghans return to their communities.

Mr. Lubbers is in Afghanistan as part of a 10-day mission to the region, during which he is scheduled to also visit Pakistan and Iran.

Upon arrival in Mazar-i-Sharif, Mr. Lubbers opened the first meeting of the Return Commission, a team sponsored by the Afghan Government to resettle displaced persons. The participants discussed concrete measures to resolve some of the issues that prevent them from returning to the north.

There are more than 720,000 internally displaced Afghans, including both families who left their homes due to security incidents as well as people who lost their livelihoods as a result of the long drought that seems to be ending in some regions.

Today’s meeting, chaired by the Minister for Refugees and Repatriation, Enyatullah Nazari, brought together the region’s main leaders, representatives from the Afghan Human Rights Commission and the UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA).

Mr. Lubbers is scheduled to visit Pul-i-Khumri and also plans to visit Nahrin District in Balkh Province, where the UN refugee agency and its partners have helped rebuild more than 5,000 homes destroyed during two recent earthquakes.

* * *

Angola

28 February – The United Nations refugee agency today said it is racing against the clock to prepare for the repatriation of more than 200,000 Angolans living in neighbouring countries who have indicated their wish to return home.

A spokesman for the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) in Geneva said the agency estimates that more than 200,000 Angolans in Zambia and the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) have expressed a willingness to take part in the return movement, which is expected to start in May or June, and nearly half a million Angolans driven from their country by 27 years of civil war could eventually go back.

The agency has stockpiled relief items – including blankets, kitchen sets and cans – in Lusaka, Zambia, in preparation for the imminent repatriation, and is purchasing more items this week.

Meanwhile, non-governmental organizations working with UNHCR have started looking at transportation, while the DRC’s Bas-Congo region will soon organize a “go-and-see” visit for refugee representatives. UNHCR in Angola warns that more information activities, de-mining and mine-awareness training are necessary before the repatriation can start in earnest. The road conditions will also constitute a significant obstacle.

So far, more than 90,000 Angolans have returned home following a ceasefire agreement signed in April 2002. “The number of spontaneous returns is now said to have dwindled in some of the provinces with the beginning of the rainy season and the news of an imminent UNHCR repatriation effort,” spokesman Peter Kessler said.

The agency has launched an appeal for $34.5 million to pay for repatriation and reintegration of Angolan refugees until the end of 2004. So far only $6.5 million has been received.
* * *

Burkina Faso

28 February – Creative artists in Africa can help the United Nations in its efforts to achieve such goals as reducing poverty and hunger set by world leaders at the Millennium Summit in 2000, Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today in a message to the continent’s premier film festival.

“By informing and educating your audiences, you can help us to mobilize the resources and energy needed to reach these goals, which are so vital to continent’s future,” the Secretary-General said in a message of support to the Pan-African Film and Television Festival (FESPACO) in Burkina Faso.

Some 150 participants at the festival took time out today from the movies to discuss what African actors can do to help fight HIV/AIDS at a panel organized with the UN Development Programme (UNDP).

The Secretary-General said film and television professions can “help us to better understand contemporary Africa – not only its problems, but the positive changes that are happening everywhere and are a real cause for hope.”

Mr. Annan added that the creation of the African Union and the New Partnership for Africa’s Development have raised new hopes. “By putting your cameras at the service of the people, you can help breathe life into the vision of an Africa on the move towards the ‘millennium goals’ and towards a more peaceful and prosperous future,” he said.

* * *

Racism

28 February – The United Nations panel monitoring progress on worldwide efforts to prevent racism and racial discrimination is set to open its first substantive session of 2003 next week in Geneva.

The 18-member Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (CERD) – the first body created by the UN to review actions by States to fulfil obligations under a specific human rights agreement – will meet from 3 to 21 March to review national anti-discrimination efforts and discuss ways to prevent racial discrimination.

The Governments of Côte d’Ivoire, Ecuador, Fiji, Ghana, Morocco, Poland, Russian Federation, Saudi Arabia, Slovenia, Tunisia and Uganda are expected to send representatives to present reports on national efforts to give effect to their treaty obligations under the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination. These countries are among the 167 States parties to the Convention, which took effect in 1969.

At this sixty-second session of the Committee, its members will also look into the state of affairs in Barbados, Bahamas, Guyana and Papua New Guinea under its review procedure. All of these States parties, except Guyana, have previously submitted reports to the Committee, but their periodic reports are overdue.

Also at this session, the Committee will continue its consideration of the prevention of racial discrimination, including through early warning measures and urgent action procedures. The members – who serve in their individual capacities – may decide to take steps to prevent existing problems from escalating into conflicts or may decide to initiate urgent action aimed at responding to problems requiring immediate attention to prevent or limit the scale or number of serious violations of the Convention. The Committee may also schedule a review of the situation in some countries at short notice.

The Committee is also expected to continue its important practice of examining, in closed session, communications from individuals claiming to be victims of racial discrimination. Only complaints against the 41 States parties that have recognized the competence of the Committee under article 14 of the Convention are admissible.

Other agenda items include a general debate on a number of issues, including the Committee’s methods of work; discussion of the effective implementation of international instruments on human rights; review of the progress of the Third Decade to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination; and follow-up to the Durban World Conference against Racism.

* *** *
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