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The Hindu

 Heat wave, a worldwide phenomenon 

 By Our Special Correspondent 

 NEW DELHI July 3. Indians were not alone when they recently passed through a season of searing heat wave

 conditions, with the temperatures peaking up to 49 per Celsius in several areas. 

 According to the World Meteorological Organisation, record  high temperatures have also been reported from several  other parts of the world this year. 

 The countries that suffered a stifling heat in recent months  include Switzerland, the "paradise on earth". June this year  was the hottest in the country in at least the past 250  years. 

 In Geneva, in particular, since May 29 the maximum day  time temperatures did not drop below 25 degrees Celsius  even for a day, making it the hottest June on record for the  city. 

 In a press release here today, the international  organisation also highlighted that several records in terms

 of other extreme weather events such as tornados too  were broken in recent months across the world. 

 In the U.S., for instance, new records were set both in  terms of the number of tornados hitting the country in any

 month, and in terms of the unusual wet and cold conditions during May. 

 While the coastal areas were struck by a quick parade of  562 tornados, eastern and southeast parts of the country

 experienced an unusual spell of wet and cold conditions  that prevailed for well over a month. 

 Warning that this was not the end as recent scientific  assessments indicated that the number and intensity of

 extreme weather events might increase, the WMO said it  was all because of continuing increase in global

 temperatures due to climate change. 

 Quoting recent assessments by the Inter-Governmental  Panel on Climate Change set up jointly by the WMO and the United Nations Environment Programme, the WMO said the global average surface temperature was estimated to have  increased by about 0.6 degrees Celsius over the 20th  century, about 0.15 degrees Celsius larger than what has  been estimated till now. 

 It said that new analyses of proxy data for the northern  hemisphere indicated that increase in temperature in the

 20th century was likely to have been the largest in any  century during the past 1,000 years. In an apparent

 reference to frequent reports linking extreme events to the  phenomena such as El Nino, the release emphasised that  "the influence of El Nino and La Nina on these extreme  events in general (still) undefined''. 

 But it did not rule out such connections totally, stating that  the WMO would continue to organise research to probe if  there were any linkages in collaboration with research  institutions across the world.
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Bangkok Post

BIODIVERSITY CONVENTION 

Govt agrees to ratify pact by year-end 

                    Thailand will ratify the Convention on Biodiversity by this year's end after   decade-long debate over worries that the international pact may cause pitfalls once   plant varieties could be shared by member countries, Natural Resources and  Environment Minister Praphat Panyachartrak said yesterday.

                    The pact has already been ratifed by 186 countries. Thailand is one of only a few  nations that have not yet done so.

                    Mr Praphat yesterday met with the National Environmental Board, which agreed to  have parliament vote for the ratification.

                    Initiated in 1992 by the United Nations at the Earth Summit in Brazil, the convention                    aims at promoting preservation and wise use of plants, animals and micro-organisms.

                    Member countries can ask for research funds and share benefits resulting from   commercial and other use of genetic resources in a fair way.

                    Despite the apparent advantages, including a right to jointly draft international  regulations on preservation of biological resources, the ratification has been   opposed by environmental groups who said multinational companies could exploit  Thailand's rich resources due to its lack of laws to protect genetic resources.

                    But after the launch of a plant protection act in recent years and talks with such  groups on certain controversial issues, the opposition seemed to have weakened.

                    Mr Praphat said they agreed with a latest plan to set up a biodiversity committee,  consisting of state officials, academics and NGOs, to oversee biodiversity-related   issues during the time the country still has no national focal point to handle them.

                    ``I've talked with many protesters and they agreed with the move,'' Mr Praphat said.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Jakarta Post

Water for People, Water for Life, For the  Right Price 

02/07/2003 

                 Mrs. Lan Tang Hok, 43, can start  saving money to buy more food for   her seven children since piped

water from the Phnom Penh Water  Supply Authority (PWSA) has   reached her home.

Lan Tang Hok, who lives in the Pra  You Vong slum area in Phnom Penh,   Cambodia, used to pay 1,000 riels a  day for water she bought from   private water vendors. Nowadays,  she spends only about 5,000 riels   per month for the water supplied  by the PWSA, since the water   authority has expanded its

services to her poor neighborhood.  This means that she can start saving about 25,000 riels per   month, quite a lot for her family, because her husband, a taxi   driver, earns only a meager 5,000 riels -- less than US$ 2 -- a

day. (US$ 1 = about 3,800 riels).

                 The Poor Get Poorer

                 The Cambodian housewife is one of a very few lucky poor people    who can enjoy water services from the PWSA, which is much  cheaper than water sold by vendors. In many developing   countries, the poor have to pay vendors more for water, often ten   times as much as the rich. This is because the poor are often          forgotten and are given the least priority in terms of access to  piped water services. The rich in contrast receive the privileges of  almost all government-run services, such as electricity and piped  water.

                 Meanwhile, the very poor, who cannot afford clean water at all,   often die prematurely due to the unsafe water they consume.   Waterborne diseases cause more than a billion episodes of illness a   year, with more than 3 million deaths annually from water-related  diseases -- more than 2 million of them children.

                 Steve Iddings of the World Health Organization (WHO) told   participants of the Workshop for Journalists on Water Policy Issues   in East Asia in Phnom Penh last February 16, that more than 2   million people, 90 percent of whom are children, have died of   diarrhea from consuming contaminated water.

                 The poor, especially the children, are most vulnerable to   water-related diseases. They spend up to 20 percent of their   income just on water, yet it still might not be safe for   consumption. It needs behavioral change to ensure that water is  safe and clean, he added.

                 The Importance of Water in Poverty Reduction   Poverty cannot be reduced unless   people understand the importance  of water in development, according  to the World Bank Institute. The   Asian Development Bank (ADB) has   led a Water and Poverty Initiative   Program by promoting a policy of   greater access to water in a

sustainable way for the poor.

                 Wouter T. Linklaen Arriens, head  water resource specialist of the   ADB, who also spoke at the

Workshop for Journalists on Water   Policy Issues, said that two out of    three people in the world will face   water shortage by 2025, and 1.1  billion people will lack access to  safe water supplies. In Asia alone,

1.3 billion people do not have   access to safe drinking water, and    more than 40 percent of the urban

poor do not have piped water at    home.

                 According to Arriens, the poor depend on or are affected by water   resources in four key ways. "As direct inputs into production, such   as agriculture, fishing and small-scale manufacturing; and for   health, welfare and food security. The poor are also the most  vulnerable to water-related hazards, such as extreme floods, droughts, major storms, landslides and pollution.

                 Many developing countries have developed their national poverty   reduction strategies, but unfortunately they do not include water   at all in the programs. It is a weakness of water people that they

talk only to fellow water people. Water issues are dealt with in a   fragmented approach and there is a lack of coordination because   each agency has handled its projects in isolation, said Arriens.

                 The ADB has identified six key result areas for action to improve    water security for the poor -- among them strengthening water  governance through better water policies, increasing the poor's

access to water services such as drinking water supply, and   increasing investments in water-using sectors that generate income for poor communities.

                 But the potential of water investments as a tool for reducing   poverty and building sustainable livelihoods has not been fully  realized by many people, said ADB President Tadao Chino when

opening the "Water and Poverty" session at the Third World Water   Forum in Kyoto.

                 A success story on the link between poverty and water supply   was told in the session by Shakeel Khan from the Punjab Rural   Water Supply Project. He said that since the clean water supply    reached villages in Punjab Province, Pakistan, the number of  student enrollment to schools has increased by 70 to 90 percent,

the number of death mortality of children due to diarrhea has  dropped by 90 percent and the income of households has  increased by around 25 percent.

                 According to the Water Poverty Index (WPI), the worst 10   water-poor nations in the world are Haiti, Niger, Ethiopia, Eritrea, Malawi, Djibouti, Chad, Benin, Rwanda and Burundi. The top 10  water-rich nations in the world are Finland, Canada, Iceland,  Norway, Guayana, Suriname, Austria, Ireland, Sweden and              Switzerland   Water as an Economic Good   In the past, water used to be   treated as a social good to the                 extent that most people took it for  granted when using it without  considering either its conservation

or its economic value. However   those happy  days are gone, although under the   international human rights law,

water is implicitly and explicitly   protected as a human right.

                 Water has become important for  capital because water is   increasingly characterized by a  crisis of scarcity, which is the   basis of modern capitalism,   Richardo Petrella, a professor at   the Catholic University of Louvain   in France, said as quoted by the   International Consortium of   Investigative Journalists (ICIJ).

                 The argument that water should be treated purely as an economic  good originated in the Dublin Conference, Ireland, 1992. Since   then, water has been increasingly managed as an economic,   rather than a social good, according to Mahmoud Abu-Zeid,   Chairman of the World Water Council (WWC), when speaking at  the Third World Water Forum in Japan, March 2003.

                 During the past century, as the world’s population tripled, the   aggregate use of water has increased six-fold. By the year 2025,   48 countries are expected to face water shortages, affecting more   than 2.8 billion people, while the demand for water will exceed  supply by 56 percent.

                 Water is currently a socially vital economic good that is more  important than oil or gold. If the wars of the 20th century were  fought over oil, the wars of the next century will be fought over  water, said Ismail Serageldin of the World Bank in 1995, referring  to the global water scarcity.

                 The United Nations Millennium Declaration has set water targets of   reducing by one-half the proportion of people without sustainable   access to adequate quantities of affordable and safe water by the

year 2015, and providing water, sanitation and hygiene for all by  2025.

                 However, extension of water services, including for irrigation and  dams, needs huge investments, which many governments in the  Asian region do not have. To meet the needs just for drinking   water and sanitation, the investment required is estimated to be  close to US$ 23 billion a year.

                 The ADB has provided US$ 17 billion in loan, or about 20 percent   of its total loans, for water investment. The biggest shares of the  loan go to Indonesia, China and India. The World Bank has             outstanding commitments of about $17 billion in water projects, or   about 16 percent of all World Bank lending.

                 Considering the large cost and management skills required in   water projects, the two funding companies encourage partnerships   on water, involving governments, private corporations and NGOs.

The participation of the private sector is necessary, but it needs  strong regulations for public protection because water is a  sensitive issue, Arriens stated.   He explained that the ADB promotes participation of the private

sector, but not the privatization of water. The government must   retain the rights to water and consider the people's paying  capacity. Water cannot be privatized. Privatization of water is a   wrong concept, he stressed. However, although the two funding  agencies called it “the participation of the private sector,” some

                 NGOs consider it privatization of the water supply.

                 The World Bank and ADB, two funding agencies that provide loans   to many developing countries in terms of water project   investments, promote cost recovery, which includes appropriate   pricing, to ensure loan repayment and water conservation.   Pricing policy is often the key, but at the same time it is a   dilemma. Set the price too high, and the poor will ignore the   improvement and resort to the methods of sanitation and water

collection that they have always used. Set the price too low and   maintenance and expansion will not be possible, so that the poor   are not adequately served and only the better-off benefit from  lower prices, warned WASH.

                 For the purpose of environmental conservation, the people will be   more aware of the value of water if they are asked to pay,  prompting them to conserve water and use it economically. If the   price of water is lower than the cost of providing those services,  consumers will not be aware of the value of water, resulting in

wastage and water misuse.   In Indonesia, 10 per cent of ADB's 55 active projects are in the  water sector. The Indonesian government also requested the  World Bank to finance the water utilities rescue programme in                1998. The participation of private sectors started in 1998 when   Thames Water and Suez joined in.

                 ICIJ, a project of the Center for Public Integrity, in its   investigative report called The Water Barons, showed that the   world's three largest water companies: France's Suez, Vivendi    Environment and British-based Thames Water owned by Germany's    RWE AG, have since 1990 expanded into every region of the world.

                 Three other companies, Saur of France, United Utilities of England  and Bechtel of the United States, have also successfully secured   major international drinking water contracts.   "The water companies are chasing a business with a potential  annual revenue estimated at anywhere from $400 billion to $3   trillion," according to the ICIJ report. According to the World  Water Council (WWC), the world needs to raise annual spending

on water and sanitation from $80 billion to $180 billion if it is to  supply everyone with basic services by 2025.

                 Delegates at the Third World Water Forum in Kyoto debated whether there was a place for profit making in water development   and management. Some groups believe that governments should    provide water for all with no charge, while others say that the   private sector can be an important partner. Some speakers in

Kyoto emphasized that water is everybody’s business and   therefore all people should care, but no one openly declared during   the discussions that it is a real business opportunity too.

                 Sources:

                      Asian Development Bank, 2003 - Water and Poverty:

                      Fighting Poverty through Water Management.

                      The Third World Water Forum, Kyoto, March 2003

                      John Soussan and Wouter Lincklaen Arriens, ADB, 2003 -

                      Poverty and Water Security

                      Journalism Workshop on Water, Cambodia, February 2003

                 Ms. Hani Mumtazah is an environmental journalist based in

                 Jakarta, Indonesia. She graduated from a three-year English

                 language non-decree program at the University of Indonesia,

                 Jakarta. She attended the Non-Aligned News Agencies Journalism

                 Course in New Delhi, India, in 1987. Comments and suggestions

                 may be forwarded to her by contacting the editor at:

                 ScienceTech@islam-online.net
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Christian Science Monitor

Europe to allow GM foods, with  'farm-to-fork' labels

                       Wednesday's decision would end a five-year ban, but strict rules could   make costs to US food exporters too high.  By Peter Ford | Staff writer of The Christian Science Monitor   PARIS – Answering US complaints, the European Parliament  Wednesday moved to end a five-year moratorium on the use of              genetically modified organisms in food, but imposed strict labeling   rules that are sure to anger American farmers. 

                       Under the new law, all food products sold in the European Union   made from GMOs must be clearly marked as such. That will demand "farm to fork" traceability that US officials say will cost exporters too

much to implement.

                       EU leaders who had drawn up the new  rules welcomed their adoption. "This is a   huge step forward in giving choice to   citizens," EU Health Commissioner David  Byrne said after the vote. "We will now

have the most rigorous premarketing  assessment of GM food ... in the world."

                       The EU has maintained an unofficial ban   on the farming and import of new GM  strains since 1998, when a public outcry  in the wake of 'mad cow disease'   reflected widespread European fears                about food safety.

                       Wednesday's vote, which must now be  ratified by the EU's 15 member   governments, clears the way for an end  to that ban, setting wide-ranging rules   governing the cultivation and use of   GMOs.

                       Under the new law, all biotech food items  - including such items as cookies or   pizzas containing oil refined from GM corn - will have to be clearly  labeled "This product is produced from GMOs."

                       Conventional food containing up to 0.9 percent of authorized GM   material will be exempt, since it is sometimes technically   unavoidable to stop small amounts of GM crops from getting mixed   up with ordinary produce during harvest, storage, and transportation.

                       That means that farmers and wholesalers planning to sell their crops   on European markets will have to separate GM from ordinary seed - an expensive and complicated process that US officials have argued

constitutes a barrier to free trade.

                       Last May, the US - backed by other big grain producers such as  Canada and Argentina - lodged a complaint against the EU with the  World Trade Organization, saying that the European de facto ban                was based on scientifically unfounded fears. US farmers say the EU  restrictions have cost them $300 million a year in lost corn sales  alone.

                       The new labeling requirements may prompt Washington to press its  complaint, some observers suggest. But EU officials are unrepentant.  "We are here to look after European consumers, not American                 farmers," said EU spokeswoman Beate Gminder. "This is the way   Europe wants to deal with this issue."

                       Environmental campaigners were delighted with the new law, and  praised the EU Parliament for imposing such strict regulations. "This  vote is a slap in the face of the US administration, which thought that

by bullying ... Europe, and eventually others, would swallow its GMO  policy," said Eric Gall, a Greenpeace activist.

                       The GMO issue has long been a major irritant in transatlantic trade  relations. President Bush last week accused the EU of worsening   famine in Africa by its policy.

                       But Europe's cautious attitude received a boost Tuesday, when the   United Nations' food-standards body approved product tracing as a   tool to reduce the possible risks of GM food.

                       A joint commission of the World Health Organization and the UN  Food and Agriculture Organization, meeting in Rome, laid down  guidelines for assessing the safety of GM products before they go to

market. The US administration prefers to make biotech companies   responsible for the safety of their products, and does not require the  firms to notify the Food and Drug Administration, or to provide a  safety evaluation, when they introduce a new strain.

                       Before the EU moratorium, 18 GM plant varieties, including corn,  rapeseed, chicory, and soybeans, had been approved for cultivation   by the European authorities, but they are not widely grown. EU

governments also restricted GM field trials, and the number of GM  experimental plantings has dropped by 90 percent since 1998.

                       The new law lays down simplified rules for the authorization of new  GM strains. Nineteen applications to grow GM crops experimentally  or commercially in Europe are currently pending.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

UN Wire

EU Passes Greenhouse Emissions Trading Bill
                            In a bid to meet European commitments under the Kyoto Protocol on reducing greenhouse gas

                            emissions, the European Parliament yesterday passed a bill that would require many companies

                            emitting carbon dioxide (CO2) after 2005 to have special permits.

                            The bill would create an allowance system by which companies that failed to reduce CO2 emissions to  a mandatory level could buy credits from other companies that had successfully reduced their

emissions.  Market analysts have predicted that trades among the 10,000 plants affected could be                           worth as much as $9.2 billion a year by 2007, creating a new financial marketplace.

                            "It means the largest emissions trading scheme in the world to date will be a reality from 2005," said   European Parliament Environment Commissioner Margot Wallstrom after the vote.

                            Activists said the vote means it is now up to EU member governments to implement the trading

system.

                            European industry, for the most part, welcomed the bill despite the constraints it would place on them,   but some companies expressed concern that the measure could put them at a competitive disadvantage.  The United States, which is the world's biggest emitter of greenhouse gases, has no plans to re-enter the Kyoto Protocol, which it abandoned in 2000, citing damage it said would be done to U.S. industry by the pact — the treaty does not place emissions caps on rapidly industrializing  countries like India and China.

                            The deadline for European governments to allocate CO2 credits is March 2004.  The United Kingdom  and Germany are both expected to exercise their right under the bill to opt out of the permit system if

they can show they are making an equivalent effort to reduce greenhouse gases (Robin Pomeroy,

Reuters/Planet Ark, July 3).

__________________________________________________________________________________________

UN Wire

EU Lawmakers Vote To Lift Ban On GM Foods, Set Strict Rules
                            The European Parliament voted yesterday to lift a five-year moratorium on genetically modified food in    the European Union, approving a measure that would impose strict consumer protections in a move

that satisfied consumer and environmental groups but infuriated U.S. officials, the London

Independent reports.

                            Under the new rules, which must still be approved by the Council of the European Union and could go  into effect within months, all products that contain GM ingredients, even when no longer detectable,

would have to be clearly labeled as genetically modified products.  Tracking systems would also have to be implemented from the farm to the kitchen (McCarthy/Castle, London Independent, July 3). 

Additionally, each EU member would be allowed to decide for itself how to regulate GM crop

cultivation so as to protect organic farmers from cross-pollination (U.N. Wire, July 2).

                            Washington gave no official response, but a senior U.S. official said the labeling and tracking

requirements would be "enormously complicated and would place a huge burden on the entire

marketing process."  The official added that a "co-existence" provision allowing governments to decide

how to protect non-GM crops was "very ambiguous and broad" (Rory Watson, London Times, July 3). 

                            Another U.S. official said, "We have made clear to the EU our concerns about the workability of these   regulations and their impact on trade."

                            The Independent reports that the new legislation is unlikely to result in the United States' dropping a   complaint against the EU at the World Trade Organization over GM policy.  The legal action was

spurred by an unofficial ban on licensing GM crops by a consortium of six countries, led by France.

                            The six countries were demanding labeling and co-existence provisions, and with their demands met  under the new legislation, they could soon start licensing.  But the Independent reports that the United

States will probably continue its suit because of the effect of the law (McCarthy/Castle, London

Independent).

                            The legislation is designed to give consumers complete information on products so they can decide   whether to buy GM food, the Times reports.

                            "We are providing a robust safeguard system and the foundation for a comprehensive labeling system,"     said EU Environment Commissioner Margot Wallstrom.  "In this way, we address the most critical

concerns of the public regarding the environmental and health effects of genetically   modified organisms and enable consumers to choose."

                            The "decision would be welcomed by the 94 percent of consumers who think that food containing GM   ingredients should be labeled as such," the United Kingdom's Consumers' Association added (Watson,  London Times).  According to a poll cited by the Independent today, around 46 percent of the United

Kingdom's population is opposed to GM food, while only 14 percent are in favor.

                            According to Wallstrom, 20 pending applications for new GM products in the EU are likely to be  approved late this year, not at the beginning of next year as some have predicted (Watson, London

Tim

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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UN or UNEP in the news

Heat wave, a worldwide phenomenon 
The Hindu, India , July 4, 2003  (By Our Special Correspondent) - NEW DELHI July 3. Indians were not alone when they recently passed through a season of searing heat wave conditions, with the temperatures peaking up to 49 per Celsius in several areas. 
According to the World Meteorological Organisation, record high temperatures have also been reported from several other parts of the world this year. 
…Quoting recent assessments by the Inter-Governmental Panel on Climate Change set up jointly by the WMO and the United Nations Environment Programme, the WMO said the global average surface temperature was estimated to have increased by about 0.6 degrees Celsius over the 20th century, about 0.15 degrees Celsius larger than what has been estimated till now. 
http://www.hinduonnet.com/stories/2003070403881300.htm 

______________________________________________________________


Saudi Arabia

Kingdom to Relaunch $25b Gas Project

The Middle East Economic Survey (MEES) reports that the Saudi Arabian Ministry of Petroleum and Mineral Resources plans to relaunch the stalled $25 billion natural gas initiative, with more than 50 firms expected to attend a road show gathering for the project.

Fifty national and international oil companies have been invited by the Saudi ministry to a July 22 meeting in London to discuss a new opening in onshore natural upstream gas development. Ongoing talks with the Shell consortium will not be affected, the industry newsletter says. Bid packages will be sent to qualified and interested firms later in the year, according to MEES. Although the list of companies receiving invitations has yet to be released, Saudi Oil Minister Ali Al-Naimi said in Oslo last week that Norway’s Statoil and Norsk Hydro were among those invited to bid for the new packages.

http://www.arabnews.com/?page=1&section=0&article=28318&d=3&m=7&y=2003

UAE
Ministry gets tough on ghost fishing

The new regulations announced in March controlling "ghost" fishing - catching and throwing away fish that are too small - will be enforced in Abu Dhabi with effect from July 13, the Environmental Research and Wildlife Development Agency (Erwda) announced yesterday.

A public awareness campaign, in cooperation with the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries, has been launched to help implement the regulation regarding the use of gargeer (fishing traps) in Abu Dhabi. 

The campaign, which kicked off from July 1, has been launched to control the fishing industry and the harmful effects of fishing on the marine environment.

The Marine Environmental Research Centre (Merc), one of Erwda's main centres, will be giving presentations in both Arabic and Hindi to those involved in the use of gargeer to make them aware of the regulations, enacted in March this year, following a decree by Sheikh Hamdan bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Minister of State for Foreign Affairs and Erwda's Deputy Chairman.

http://www.gulf-news.com/Articles/news.asp?ArticleID=91699

Lebanon
Government accused of neglecting agricultural industry

Agricultural Merchants and Equipment Importers Association president Michel Aql on Tuesday complained about the government’s neglect of the sector, despite its vital importance to the Lebanese people. 
In a statement, Aql said developing the sector by providing long-term funds, guidance, introducing modern techniques and funding irrigation and reclamation projects would increase its contribution to Lebanon’s Gross National Product. 
Aql stressed that agriculture in Lebanon needed a plan that would help it improve and that would be based on research and marketing. The country also needed a plan that promoted important and easily sold agricultural produce that suited the soil here and gave high returns. 
“This plan can only succeed with the help of the government,” Aql said, adding that officials need to join forces and cooperate. 
Meanwhile, the National Gathering for Agricultural Committees in Lebanon reviewed the challenges facing the agricultural sector because of the liberalization of the economy and ways to deal with its repercussions. 
A meeting was held between representatives of the country’s agricultural unions and associations. Cabinet was urged to discuss the settlement of farmers’ compensation for flood damage.

http://www.dailystar.com.lb/03_07_03/art15.asp
Animal rights activist cites mass mistreatment of pets

Some pet vendors in Lebanon claim they love wildlife but sell their animals in “filthy” shops or, for convenience, parade them for sale in cages on the street. 
According to Society for the Protection of Animals president Sami Khayyat, “not only are these places contaminated, but the majority are operating without the proper licensing or permit to sell animals.” 
One of the many animal shops in the country The Daily Star visited is located in Karantina. There, it found filthy animals in very small cages. 
Khayyat told The Daily Star Tuesday the situation of pets in the country was critical.

A series of rules and regulations are set up for the licensing and operation of pet shops. Khayyat said if we want to apply those rules here, a high number of pet shops would be closed. 
He said regulations stipulate the area where an animal is housed should be cleaned and disinfected daily, or as often as necessary to maintain a sanitary condition.

http://www.dailystar.com.lb/03_07_03/art18.asp
_______________________________________________________________
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T H U R S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
General Assembly adopts landmark resolution on preventing armed conflict

*
Liberia: UN refugee rescue ship heads for Monrovia to begin emergency evacuation

*
In Guinea, delegation meets leader of Liberia’s main rebel group

*
Kosovo: UN official reports on new appeal by leaders urging minority returns

*
Security Council approves phasing out Iraq-Kuwait border mission

*
DR of Congo: Main rebel forces begin pulling out from North Kivu town 


*
UN food supplies to Iraq surpass one million tons since April  

*
Afghanistan: UN helps broker truce between factions but new skirmish erupts

*
UN refugee agency assists with repatriation of Angolans from Namibia

*
First biennial meeting on UN plan to end illicit small arms trade to open Monday 


*
UN labour agency launches initiative to create a billion jobs for youth world-wide

*
FAO chief urges African leaders to provide more resources for agriculture


*
Twenty-four more sites added to UN World Heritage List


*
ECOSOC and four UN agencies discuss ways to harmonize cooperation

* * * *

General Assembly: conflict


3 July – After three years of preparation and five months of intensive negotiation, the United Nations General Assembly today adopted by consensus a resolution on the prevention of armed conflict, hailed as a landmark in efforts to move the world body from a culture of reacting to crises to one of preventing them from reaching critical mass.


Welcoming the adoption, UN Deputy Secretary-General Louise Fréchette recalled that Secretary-General Kofi Annan had made conflict prevention one of his major priorities.

“As the Secretary-General reminded us in his report, we have an obligation to the victims of violence around the world to take seriously the challenge of prevention and to move from rhetoric to reality,” she told the Assembly. She added that the Secretariat was committed to strengthening the UN’s capacity to carry out more effectively its responsibilities for the prevention of armed conflict.  


The resolution calls on Member States to support poverty eradication measures and enhancing the capacity of developing countries, to comply with treaties on arms control, non-proliferation and disarmament, and to strengthen their international verification instruments and eradicate illicit trade in small arms and light weapons.

It further urges them to make the most effective use of existing and new methods for peacefully settling disputes, including arbitration, mediation, other treaty-based arrangements and the International Criminal Court (ICC), thus promoting the role of international law in international relations.

Regarding the role of the Security Council, it recommends that the 15-nation body continue to mandate peacekeeping operations that include peace-building elements. The Council should give prompt consideration to early warning or prevention cases brought to its attention by the Secretary-General. The text calls on states that have not done so, to consider becoming parties to arms control, non-proliferation and disarmament treaties.  

It further urges strengthening cooperation between the UN and regional organizations to prevent armed conflict, particularly in capacity-building and coordinating their respective activities, and it requests the Secretary-General to present concrete proposals for enhancing Secretariat support of such activities.

Introducing the text, Assembly President Jan Kavan of the Czech Republic, said its adoption would give a strong political signal to the world and confirm the strong will of all Member States to enhance the UN’s preventive capacity and to move further from a culture of reaction to one of prevention. It provided a sound base for further strengthening the role of the UN in armed conflict prevention, he added.

* * *

Liberia   


3 July – Battling heavy winds and high seas, the United Nations rescue ship Overbeck is heading for Monrovia today to begin an emergency evacuation of thousands of desperate Sierra Leonean refugees living in makeshift camps scattered along the outskirts of the war-ravaged Liberian capital.


The UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) says the MV Overbeck left Freetown, Sierra Leone, late yesterday on a 30-hour voyage to Monrovia along the storm-lashed West African coast. It is expected to arrive in the besieged Liberian capital early tomorrow. Assuming the fragile ceasefire holds, the ship will be able to ferry 300 passengers each voyage and should be able to make the trip to Freetown every three days.

While UNHCR says that more than 5,000 of an estimated 15,000 Sierra Leonean refugees living in Liberia had shown an interest in being evacuation, the tenuous security situation in Monrovia and the lack of logistical capacity will make the rescue operation one of the most challenging the agency has faced in recent times. 

Amid looting and lawlessness, eight UNHCR vehicles have been stolen, vandals have put nine trucks out of action, fuel is scarce, and the agency’s pared down staff in Monrovia, already coping with tremendous humanitarian needs, have no cash to get refugees to the port because the banks are closed.

But UNHCR representative Moses Okello said today that other organisations, including European Union aid officials and Germany’s GTZ, were offering to help with transport and repairs. “This is an emergency evacuation,” he said in Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire, where he and other UN international staff had been evacuated on June 9. “Given the dire situation in Monrovia, the usual procedures for repatriation cannot be followed.”   

UNHCR has used the Overbeck, a Danish-built passenger ferry, for the past five years to transport thousands of Sierra Leoneans home from Guinea, Gambia and Liberia, as well as Liberians from Côte d’Ivoire, Sierra Leone and Gambia.

Meanwhile, an increasing number of spontaneous arrivals from Liberia are being reported in other West African countries. In Ghana, UNHCR staff report that several vessels, ranging from small fishing boats to larger ships, began arriving in June and are now showing up with increasing frequency. 

The UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) reports that displaced populations in Monrovia are choosing to remain in impromptu settlements around the city as the security situation remains tense despite a truce. Internally displaced persons (IDPs) remain highly susceptible to outbreaks of diseases due to shortages of clean drinking water and sanitation facilities. 

In other news, the Force Commander Lieutenant General Daniel Ishmael Opande for the UN Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL), is in Accra, Ghana, to attend a meeting of the Defense and Security Commission of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), which is discussing the composition and mandate of a force for Liberia as part of the ongoing peace talks in that city. 

* * *

West Africa Council mission

3 July – A United Nations Security Council delegation met in Guinea with the leader of Liberia’s main rebel faction on the final leg of an eight-day mission exploring new opportunities for peace and stability in the troubled West African sub-region. 

Arriving in the Guinean capital Conakry yesterday evening, the Security Council Mission to West Africa met with Seku Conneh, the leader of the rebel movement Liberians United for Reconciliation and Democracy (LURD).  

The delegation had scheduled meetings today with President Lansana Conte and/or Prime Minister Lamine Sidime, and Foreign Minister Francois Lonceny Fall.

The mission, led by Ambassador Jeremy Greenstock of the United Kingdom, is scheduled to depart today for Freetown, Sierra Leone, its last stop before returning to New York on Saturday.

In Accra yesterday, following a series of meetings with participants in the Liberian peace talks that began in June, Ambassador Greenstock outlined a number of points the mission had made clear to the parties. Those points included full respect for and implementation of the ceasefire that has been agreed between the parties in conflict, urgent progress towards a comprehensive political settlement, and full respect on the ground for international human rights and humanitarian law.

* * *

Kosovo

3 July – Stressing that huge challenges remain in Kosovo, particularly the return of minorities, the top United Nations official there briefed the Security Council today on a new initiative by Kosovo Albanian leaders urging the mainly Serb refugees to come home.

“A lot more work is required for Kosovo to become a truly multi-ethnic society. The slowness of returns and integration remains our most serious shortcoming,” Michael Steiner told the Council in his last briefing as the head of the UN Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK). 

But Mr. Steiner, who leaves office next week, welcomed an open appeal made yesterday in Pristina by Kosovo Albanian leaders urging refugees and displaced people in Serbia, Montenegro and FYR Macedonia to return. 

Quoting excerpts from the letter, Mr. Steiner read: “It is time for you to come home… We do not ‘invite’ you to come back to your home because Kosovo is your home and you have the right to live here in peace. Kosovo is your home, just as it is our home; we want and work for you to come back and live in peace with us as neighbours, in a spirit of mutual respect.”

 “It is truly time to put the past behind us and move on. … We are ready and willing to provide for your needs in health, public services, and education on an equal basis with all the other people of Kosovo. We cannot offer more than that, but what we are able to offer, we do with sincerity,” the appeal continued.

Mr. Steiner said Kosovo was now moving towards the standards that will define its place in Europe, and multi-ethnicity was gradually improving, a testimony to the work UNMIK is conducting in the country. 

“When I arrived a year and a half ago, there was no government – despite successful general elections. 153 prisoners from the war were still held in Serbia. In the northern part of Mitrovica, there was a legal vacuum and turbulence. More members of minority communities were leaving Kosovo than returning. Pristina and Belgrade did not talk,” he noted.

The Mission had succeeded in putting together a multi-ethnic government and police force, bringing back prisoners of war, administering parts where there are were no regular police patrols and reversing the negative trend in returns, Mr. Steiner said. He added that Pristina and Belgrade have also agreed to dialogue directly.

The outgoing official appealed to the Council to continue supporting UNMIK and his successor, Charles Brayshaw, who he said inherits many challenges. 

* * *

Security Council: UNIKOM

3 July – The United Nations Security Council voted unanimously today to phase out by 6 October the UN peacekeeping operation that for nearly 12 years monitored the demilitarized zone between Iraq and Kuwait.

The 15-member body endorsed the recommendation made by Secretary-General Kofi Annan in his latest report on the UN Iraq-Kuwait Observation Mission (UNIKOM) in view of the new situation arising from the war in Iraq.

The resolution included arrangements for the disposal of UNIKOM’s non-removable property.

Praising the operation, which was created to deter violations and report on hostile action along the border following Iraq’s occupation of Kuwait in 1990 and the subsequent Persian Gulf war, Mr. Annan said in his report: “From April 1991 to mid-March 2003, UNIKOM was a successful and in many ways a model United Nations peacekeeping operation.”

* * *

DR of Congo

3 July – One of the largest rebel factions in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) today began pulling its troops out of a small town in the province of North Kivu, the sight of recent flare-ups between rival armed clans, according to the United Nations mission in the country.

The UN Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC) said yesterday that the Congolese Rally for Democracy (RCD- Goma) began disengaging its troops from Lubero in the North Kivu province early Tuesday morning. 

This 15 km-disengagement from the town is in line with the agreement signed in mid-June between the Congolese Government, RCD-Goma and the Congolese Rally for Democracy-Kisangani/Liberation Movement (RCD-K/ML). Late last month, two MONUC military observers were abducted in this volatile region, held for five days, and subsequently released unharmed.

Meanwhile, MONUC also reports that security conditions are improving in Bunia and the population has begun gradually returning to the strife-torn town. The UN World Food Program (WFP) has provided 600 tons of food and non-food items to assist the populations in dire need in Bunia.

In other news, Namanga Ngongi, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative, has ended his nearly two year mandate as head of the UN Mission. His successor, William Swing, is due to arrive in Kinshasa tomorrow. 

* * *

Iraq: food


3 July – With the Iraqi port of Umm Qasr becoming a key entry point for humanitarian supplies, the United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) said today it had already brought more than one million tons of food into the country since April, enough to feed the entire population for two months.


“This is an unprecedented logistic operation for WFP in terms of size and complexity,” Amer Daoudi, who is in charge of WFP logistics for the emergency operations in Iraq, told a briefing in Baghdad.

“It is in fact the largest food aid operation in history. Three months into this operation, we can now say that we succeeded in making it possible for millions of Iraqis to push away the spectre of hunger that loomed over the country when military hostilities broke out in late March,” he added.

From 20 to 30 June alone, six ships with about 90,000 tons of food berthed at Umm Qasr deep-water port in southwestern Iraq. WFP is increasingly using the port to cut down on transportation cost and create more employment for workers in the town as well as for the decimated Iraqi transport industry.

Until the end of October, the agency will continue to support the Iraqi Ministry of Trade in running the vast food rationing system in the conflict-scarred country, where before the war, 60 percent of the 27 million residents relied on the monthly food handouts as their only source of income. 

* * *

Afghanistan


3 July – An Afghan peace committee with United Nations participation has managed to broker a ceasefire between rival factions in northern Afghanistan, but fresh fighting broke out between the two militias in another area last night and a new mediation mission is being planned, a UN spokesman said today.


A delegation of the Mazar Multi Party Security Commission accompanied by the UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) went to Dara-i-Suf in Samangan province on Sunday after fighting between the Jamiat and Jumbesh factions. While tensions remained high, the ceasefire was holding, spokesman Manoel de Almeida e Silva told a briefing in Kabul, the Afghan capital.


But new fighting broke out between the same factions in Sholgara district, Balkh Province, and the Security Commission was today sending a delegation that included UNAMA, to assess the situation there, he said.


On the humanitarian front, the UN World Food Programme (WFP) announced that it was boosting its support to Afghanistan’s education system through food aid. For the next two years, over two million school children would be targeted, in an effort to provide food assistance to encourage enrolment, attendance and school performance  – especially for girls – at an estimated cost of $97 million, the agency said.  
* * *

Angolan refugees

3 July – The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) is assisting Angolan refugees to complete a 1,000 km journey from Namibia to a country many had left decades ago.

 
The first group of 150 Angolan refugees from Osire camp, about 300 km north of the Namibian capital, Windhoek, arrived in the Angolan border town of Katwitwi yesterday, according to UNHCR. Namibia hosts more than 18,000 Angolan refugees.  

UNHCR, in collaboration with the governments of Namibia and Angola, organized the return of the refugees who fled the 27-year-long war that has left parts of Angola in ruins and littered with landmines.


Meanwhile, regular convoys have continued to assist Angolan refugees to return from the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC). Since the launch of the voluntary repatriation programme on 20 June, some 1,500 Angolan refugees have been assisted home to the northern province of Mbanza Congo and to Luau in eastern Angola.

* * *

Small arms

3 July – Beginning next week, government representatives will gather at United Nations Headquarters in New York for the first-ever international meeting to consider implementation of the world body’s Action Plan for eradicating the illicit small arms trade. 


The first Biennial Meeting of States to Consider the Implementation of the Programme of Action to Prevent, Combat and Eradicate the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in All Its Aspects kicks off Monday and will run through 11 July.

The meeting is a major part of the follow-up process to the 2001UN Conference on the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in All Its Aspects, which adopted the Programme of Action. The follow-up process also provides for a review conference to be held no later than 2006. 

The 2001 Conference succeeded in placing the issue – which Secretary-General Kofi Annan has called a “global scourge” -- on the international agenda.  Small arms and light weapons kill more than half a million people each year – including 300,000 in armed conflict and 200,000 from homicides and suicides -- of which 90 per cent are civilians.  In the 1990s, small arms were the weapons of choice in 47 of 49 major conflicts.  

The Programme of Action identifies national, regional and global measures, including:  legislation on illegal manufacturing, possession, stockpiling and trade in small arms; stockpile management and destruction of weapons confiscated, seized, or collected; identification and tracing of the illicit arms; international cooperation and assistance to States to strengthen their ability to identify and trace the illicit weapons; and public awareness campaigns. 


Earlier today at UN Headquarters, Ambassador Kuniko Inoguchi of Japan briefed correspondents in her capacity as Chair-designate of the upcoming Conference. She stressed that the issue of small arms and light weapons was multidimensional, and that should be tackled through global and regional harmonization, as well as by national initiatives.

One of the meeting’s aims would be to show the various areas of disarmament where multilateral approaches could function very well, she said. It would be the first opportunity for Member States to assess comprehensively the level to which the Programme of Action had been implemented since it was negotiated two years ago.  States would be able to discuss lessons learned and best practices for better implementation.

* * *

ILO

3 July – The United Nations International Labour Office (ILO) and its partners have launched a new initiative to help create one billion jobs world-wide for youth over the next decade. 

“Our challenge now is to move from the excellent policy work that has been done to a new phase of action at the country level,” said UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan, who joined ILO Director-General, Juan Somavia, and other experts in Geneva during a two-day session of a high level panel on youth employment.

The initiative, a so-called five-step road map for national action plans on youth employment, is designed to convert “policy work to action at the country level” and to develop and implement strategies that give young people everywhere a real chance to find decent and productive work. 
Noting that young people provided unique expertise and approaches to the matters of concern, Mr. Annan welcomed the active role of youth organizations in the discussion.

ILO is collaborating on this initiative with the UN, the World Bank, youth leaders and other organizations.

* * *
FAO: Africa


3 July – Noting that agriculture supports 70 per cent of the people of Africa, the head of the United Nations agricultural agency has called on the continent’s leaders to give greater priority and allocate adequate resources to the sector in order to develop their economies and reduce poverty and hunger.  


“There is now a growing recognition of the key role that the agriculture sector must play in economic development and poverty reduction and the need to reverse trends in resource allocations to agriculture,” UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) Director-General Jacques Diouf told a conference of Ministers of Agriculture of the African Union in Maputo, Mozambique, yesterday. 


Production and productivity in Africa has fallen substantially in recent years, with the average cereal yield as a whole totalling only about a third of Asia’s and less than half of Latin America’s, Mr. Diouf told the meeting, convened to discuss the agricultural programmes of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD).


“Approximately 200 million people, one third of the population of Africa, are chronically undernourished,” he said. “Around 40 million people are currently facing food emergencies caused by natural and man-made disasters. In addition, FAO estimates that in sub-Saharan Africa AIDS has already killed around 7 million agricultural workers since 1985 and that 16 million more may die before 2020.” 

He noted that Africa uses only 1.6 percent of its available water compared to 14 percent in Asia. As a result only 3.8 percent of arable land in sub-Saharan Africa is irrigated compared to 14 percent in Latin America and the Caribbean and 40 percent in Asia. 

“There is a need for a comprehensive programme, focusing on water harvesting and conservation and efficient use, irrigation and drainage,” Mr. Diouf he declared. “Such a programme would generate substantial and sustainable increases in farm production as well as reduce the vulnerability of rural communities to future crises.” 


Mr. Diouf urged swift implementation of NEPAD’s Comprehensive Africa Agriculture Development Programme (CAADP), which calls for investment in water control and land management, expansion of rural infrastructure such as roads and storage facilities, an increase food supply through competitive production, and adoption of technologies for long-term productivity.


He compared the $19.3 billion annual cost of implementing CAADP to the $19.6 billion Africa spends annually to import agricultural products.

UNESCO


3 July – Twenty-four more sites have been to the United Nations World Heritage List including, for the first time, sites in Gambia, Mongolia, Kazakhstan and Sudan, the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) announced today.


UNESCO’s World Heritage Committee included the new sites during its 27th session at its Paris headquarters, bringing the total to 754, including 149 natural, 582 cultural and 23 mixed sites “of outstanding universal value.”


The new entries include the following natural sites: Purnululu National Park in Western Australia with its eroded sandstone beehive-shaped towers or cones; three parallel rivers of Yunnan protected areas in China featuring the upper reaches of three of the great rivers of Asia -- Yangtze, Mekong and Salween; Monte San Giorgio in Switzerland, a pyramid-shaped, wooded mountain regarded as the best fossil record of marine life from the Mid Triassic Period (245-230 million years ago); Uvs Nuur Basin in Russian / Mongolia, the northern-most enclosed basin of Central Asia with a rich diversity of bird life; Phong Nha - Ke Bang National Park in Vietnam, a vast area of dramatic, forested highland karst landscape.

 
New cultural sites include: Bamiyan, Afghanistan, with its Buddhist monastic sanctuaries, where the Taleban destroyed two huge standing Buddha statues in 2001; Quebrada de Humahuaca in Argentina, with substantial evidence of use as a major trade route over the past 10,000 years; Historic Quarter of Valparaiso, Chile, an example of late 19th century urban and architectural development; Jewish Quarter and St Procopius’ Basilica in Trebic, Czech Republic, reminders of the co-existence of Jewish and Christian cultures from the Middle Ages to the 20th century; James Island in Gambia, bearing testimony to the beginning and the abolition of the slave trade.


Also included on the cultural list are: Rock Shelters of Bhimbetka, India, with paintings from the Mesolithic period right through to the Historical period; Takht-e Soleyman, Iran, with a Zoroastrian sanctuary and a temple of the Sasanian period; Ashur (Qala’at at Sherqat), Iraq, first capital of the Assyrian Empire; The White City of Tel-Aviv, Israel, reflecting modern organic planning principles; Sacri Monti of Piedmont and Lombardy, Italy, groups of chapels from the late 16th and 17th centuries; Mausoleum of Khoja Ahmed Yasawi, Kazakhstan, built at the time of Timur (Tamerlane), from 1389 to 1405; Franciscan Missions in the Sierra Gorda of Querétaro, Mexico, built during the last phase of the conversion to Christianity of the interior of Mexico in the mid 18th century.

Others sites include Wooden Churches of Southern Little Poland showing different aspects of medieval church-building traditions; Citadel of Derbent, Russia, part of the northern limes of the Sasanian Persian Empire; Mapungubwe Cultural Landscape, South Africa, an expansive savannah landscape that developed into the largest kingdom in the sub-continent before it was abandoned in the 14th century; Ubeda-Baeza, Spain, dating back to the Moorish 9th century and to the Reconquista in the 13th century; Gebel Barkal in Sudan, archaeological sites of the Napatan (900 to 270 BC) and Meroitic (270 BC to 350 AD) cultures; Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, United Kingdom, illustrating significant periods of the art of gardens from the 18th to the 20th centuries; Matobo Hills, Zimbabwe, with a profusion of distinctive rock landforms and an outstanding collection of rock paintings.

Three sites already listed were extended in size: Central Amazon Conservation Complex, Brazil, first listed in 2000, with key threatened species, including giant arapaima fish, the Amazonian manatee, the black caiman, and two species of river dolphin; Imperial Tombs of the Ming and Qing Dynasties, China, first listed in 2000, adding two distinct burial sites of Ming Dynasty emperors; and the Archaeological Site of Panamá Viejo in Panama, first listed in 1997, adding the location and ruins of the first European settlement on the American mainland and pre-Hispanic remains.

* * *

ECOSOC/UN agencies

3 July – The United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC), holding its annual session in Geneva, met today with four top officials of the world body’s agencies to examine ways of enhancing cooperation for international development.

The four panellists’ presentations focused largely on the renewed commitment to development evidenced by the internationally agreed outcomes of the UN Millennium Summit, and the related push to simplify and harmonize rules and procedures among UN development agencies.

Mark Malloch Brown, Administrator of the UN Development Programme (UNDP), said UN bodies should be ready to move with changed times. It is essential to lead the change, not merely to react to it, he stressed.  

He noted that the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) present an internationally agreed outcome-oriented set of targets for cooperation but a strong UN country presence is needed to help development partners realize these goals. Mr. Malloch Brown also envisioned a radical simplification of the world body’s collective country presence. 
UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) Executive Director Carol Bellamy said the agency was engaged in an intensive and collective dialogue on how to simplify and harmonize rules and procedures of funds and programmes to allow country-level programmatic considerations to drive the process, as well as to allow governments and governmental priorities to set the context. 

Ms. Bellamy said among the specific tools of interest would be the joint strategy meetings, which would replace four separate meetings with national counterparts and reduce workloads for all partners and ensure transparency.
Thoraya Obaid, Executive Director of the UN Population Fund (UNFPA), said the conversion of the Millennium Goals into a road map, both for national development and international cooperation, had created many new opportunities for working together in a coherent and harmonized way to achieve global peace, security and prosperity, through the eradication of poverty the world over.  In that context, there was a major and vital role for the world body, she added.
UN World Food Programme (WFP) Deputy Executive Director Jean-Jacques Graisse said the transition from relief to development had been on the international community’s agenda often over the last decade. The UN Development Group (UNDG) is working with country teams to identify problems impacting their ability to respond effectively in situations of transition and to assess the lessons learned. 

*** *

__________________________________________________________________________________________











3 July 2003

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Stephane Dujarric, Associate Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon, and sorry for the delay.

**Guest at Noon

At my right is Ambassador Kuniko Inoguchi of Japan, the Chair-designate of the First Biennial Meeting of States to Consider the Implementation of the Programme of Action to Prevent, Combat and Eradicate the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in All Its Aspects.  And she is here joining us today to brief you on the work of the weeklong meeting, which begins on Monday.  So, as soon as I am done with my briefing we’ll turn it over to you, Ambassador.
**Deputy Secretary-General
This morning, the General Assembly just adopted the resolution on the prevention of armed conflict after two years of negotiations.

In a statement to the Assembly, the Deputy Secretary-General, Louise Fréchette, welcomed the adoption of this historic resolution, which is a response to the report of the Secretary-General of 2001.

“I hope it will become a landmark for our efforts in this field”, she said.  “As the Secretary-General reminded us in his report, we have an obligation to the victims of violence around the world to take seriously the challenge of prevention and to move from rhetoric to reality.” 

She pledged that the Secretariat, for its part, is committed to strengthening the capacity of the United Nations system in order to carry out more effectively its responsibilities for the prevention of armed conflict.

We have a full text of her statement available in our office upstairs.

**Liberia
Turning to the situation in Liberia, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees today reports that a UNHCR rescue ship was steaming today towards Liberia to begin the emergency evacuation of thousands of Sierra Leonean refugees who have fled to the besieged capital city, Monrovia.

Meanwhile, an increasing number of spontaneous arrivals from Liberia are being reported in other West African countries.  A UNHCR staff reports that several vessels, ranging from small fishing boats to larger ships, began arriving in June and are now showing up with increasing frequency in Ghana.

The Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs reports that displaced populations in Monrovia are choosing to remain in impromptu settlements around the city, as the security situation remains tense despite a truce.  Internally displaced persons (IDPs) remain highly susceptible to outbreaks of diseases due to shortages of clean drinking water and sanitation facilities.

In response to reports of cases of measles in Monrovia, UNICEF and the World Health Organization in collaboration with the ministry of health and non-governmental organizations are conducting immunization campaigns against measles and tetanus.

The four water tankers provided by the European Union continue to truck water to both IDPs and Monrovia city residents.  The quantity of water provided to IDPs (approximately four litres per person per day), however, continues to be far below the target of 15 litres per person per day.  If security allows, humanitarian agencies will chlorinate wells around Monrovia, though their chlorine stocks are reported to be low.

Efforts to provide sanitation facilities are complicated by the rainy season and by Monrovia’s terrain, which makes the construction of latrines problematic.  Some areas are very rocky, while others are flat and water logged, which makes them unsuitable for those constructions.

The Force Commander for United Nations Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL) is in Accra, Ghana, today.  Lieutenant General Daniel Ishmael Opande is attending a meeting of the Defence and Security Commission of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) which is discussing the composition and mandate of a force for Liberia as part of the ongoing peace talks in that city.

The Commission is made up of the chiefs of defence staff of ECOWAS members.

**Security Council Mission
Arriving in Conakry, Guinea yesterday, the Mission of Security Council members met with the leader of the rebel movement Liberians United for Reconciliation and Democracy (LURD) Seku Conneh, and had scheduled meetings today with President Lansana Conte and/or Prime Minister Lamine Sidime, and Foreign Minister Francois Lonceny Fall.

The Mission, led by British Ambassador Jeremy Greenstock, is scheduled to depart today for Freetown, Sierra Leone, its last stop, before returning to New York this Saturday.

In Accra, following a series of meetings with participants in the Liberian peace talks that began on 4 June, Ambassador Greenstock outlined a number of points the mission had made clear to the parties, which included full respect for and implementation of the ceasefire that has been agreed between the parties in conflict; urgent progress towards a comprehensive political settlement that there can be no military solution to this crisis; and full and immediate respect on the ground for international human rights and humanitarian law and full and immediate access for humanitarian organizations.

**Security Council
Here in New York, Michael Steiner, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Kosovo, gave his last briefing to the Security Council during which he read excerpts from an open letter from Kosovo Albanian leaders to “Displaced Residents of Kosovo in Serbia-Montenegro and Macedonia” to return home.

We have copies of both his statement and the letter available upstairs.

Steiner will be here to speak with you shortly and we expect that about 12:45 p.m. or after.

The Council has also scheduled a vote on a draft resolution which gives the UN Iraq-Kuwait Observer Force a final mandate of three months.  In the draft resolution the Council notes the Force and the DMZ between the two countries are no longer necessary.  During these three months, the Force will be liquidating its assets.

**Democratic Republic of Congo
Concerning the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), the UN Mission in the DRC said that the Congolese Rally for Democracy (RCD/G) began disengaging its troops from Lubero, North Kivu province early Tuesday at 7 a.m. This 15-kilometre disengagement from the town of Lubero is in line with the agreement signed last June in Beni between the Government, RCD/G and Congolese Rally for Democracy-Kisangani/Liberation Movement.

The UN Mission also said that security conditions are improving in Bunia and the population began returning gradually to the town.  The World Food Program has provided 600 tons of food and non-food items to assist the populations in dire need in Bunia.

Amos Namanga Ngongi, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative, has ended his nearly two-year mandate as head of the UN Mission.  His successor, William Swing, is due to arrive in Kinshasa Saturday, 5 July.

**Afghanistan
In Afghanistan, a delegation of the Multi-Party Security Commission, accompanied by the UN Mission in Afghanistan, has managed to broker a ceasefire between the Jamiat and the Jumbesh factions in Mazar-i-Sharif.  While tensions are still high, the UN Mission said that the ceasefire, which was put in place last Sunday night, is holding.

The World Food Programme has announced that it is to step up its support to Afghanistan’s education system through food aid.  It said that, for the next two years, over 2 million school children would be targeted, in an effort to provide food assistance to encourage enrolment, attendance and school performance, especially for girls.  The project cost during the two-year period is estimated at $97 million.

**International Labour Organization
A couple of press releases.  The International Labour Organization, in cooperation with the UN, the World Bank, youth leaders and other organizations, has launched a new initiative to help to create 1 billion new jobs worldwide for youth over the next decade.  The initiative, a so-called five-step road map for national action plans on youth employment, is designed to convert “policy work to action at the country level” and to develop and implement strategies that give young people everywhere a real chance to find decent and productive work.

More information is available on that.

**Food and Agriculture Organization
From the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), Director-General Jacques Diouf of the FAO yesterday called on African leaders to clearly indicate the key role of agriculture in the economic development and the reduction of poverty and food insecurity in their countries, by putting more effort and funds into the agricultural sector.

**Signing Ceremony
And in a ceremony held earlier at Headquarters, Dr. María del Rocio Sáenz Madrigal, Minister of Health of Costa Rica, signed the “Framework Convention on Tobacco Control”.

**Week Ahead at the United Nations

And that’s it for me, today being the last day of the working week; we do have your Week Ahead.  And before we turn to Ambassador Inoguchi, do you have any questions? 

Questions and Answers

Question:  As you probably know, the Staff Union just had a press conference where they’re saying that you, the Secretariat has decided to end the mandate of the Staff Union as of Monday, 7 July.  They accuse you not only you, the Secretariat of interfering with elections, censorship and basically bad-faith negotiations.  What’s your side of this?

Associate Spokesman:  Well, obviously management is not interfering in the work of the Union.  The Staff Council’s own by-laws call for elections every two years.  Those elections are meant to be held through polling officers who also serve for two years.  There was an election for polling officers in May, the elections were held, and the Staff Council ruled the results of the elections invalid.  Therefore, we were in the situation where there were two competing groups of polling officers.  Management did try to facilitate a resolution of that disagreement by encouraging the various parties to meet and discuss.  Those efforts were, unfortunately, not successful so, therefore, elections could not be held.  So, that is not management’s doing.  The Staff Council annulled the elections of the polling officers; therefore, the elections could not take place.

Question:  Wait, excuse me, can I follow up?

Associate Spokesman:  Yes.

Question:  Why is the failure to hold these elections grounds for basically abolishing the Staff Union?

Associate Spokesman:  We’re not abolishing the Staff Union.  Their mandate, their by-laws, say that their term ends and they should have had new officers elected.  The elections did not take place.  It’s important to note that the Staff Regulations as promulgated by the General Assembly, as adopted by the General Assembly, call for biennial elections for staff representatives.  The elections could not take place; therefore, from a reading of their own Staff Council by-laws, their term comes to an end.

Question:  So, the term of the Staff Council comes to an end; the existence of the Staff Union does not come to an end.

Associate Spokesman:  Staff will continue to be represented.  And the term itself “Staff Union” means the staff as a whole, so you know, the Staff, as a whole, will continue to have access through management directly.  And, more importantly, there is still representation at the unit level.  There are elections held at the unit level within the Secretariat Staff; there are about 50 units.  Those representatives still hold office and are representative of the Staff.  So, there’s still Staff representation.  Erwin?

Question:  I mean, who can, without the Staff Union, without the Staff Union’s staff in place, who can organize elections?

Associate Spokesman:  The polling officers.  But they would have to...

Question:  But they’re disagreeing...

Associate Spokesman:  Right, they would have to, there has to be an agreement between the various groups of polling officers as to who won that election.  We take no side between the two groups; we tried to facilitate that.  They have to then come to an agreement on finding polling officers that are duly elected.

Question:  The bottom line seems to be that there is no way, without people in place, to get out of this morass; there’s no way out.  And the Staff Union says that they think that this is the Secretariat’s way of preventing them from protecting the rights of the workers.

Associate Spokesman:  We’re not interfering.  The polling officers are, and if my reading of the Staff Council regulations is right, the polling officers are elected by the unit representatives and unit chairs whose mandate is still valid; who are still in office.  So, they can hold these elections to elect polling officers.  It is up to them to do that.  We tried; they were in a bind, we tried to facilitate the disagreement on both sides and that was unsuccessful.  But we’re in no way blocking, cancelling the Staff Council.

Question:  The officers, who just gave the press conference, just had a couple of things; first, this has never happened before in the past.  There’s been a continuation of the Union under such circumstances or the Council, anyway, -- I am not sure what’s what, -- Council, Committee, Union.  But they’re saying that this is unprecedented.  Why this year has it been closed down whereas it hasn’t been in the past?  And then on just another issue, they’re claiming that Management has censored Union publications, it’s been shut down because basically management was unhappy with their stance, for example on the new staff selection system.  I was wondering if you could respond to those?

Associate Spokesman:  On staff issues that were to be worked out with Management through what is normally called the Staff Management Coordinating Committee, the representatives of the Staff Council did not participate and left the discussions when there were discussions on the issue of permanent contracts.  I think that management has been discussing these issues in good faith with the Staff Council.  As to what happened previously, I can’t speak to that, I can only speak to the current situation.

Question:  Just to follow up.  On permanent contracts, essentially, a system was put in place in the nineties to end the system of permanent contracts.  The Union got upset, you guys supposedly started talking but then they just walked out of the talks because they refused to engage on the subject?  Can you just give a little sense of what’s happening here?

Associate Spokesman:  My understanding is that they walked out of these discussions.  As to why they walked out, I think you’ll have to ask them.  All I know is that they did not participate in the talks.  Any other questions?

Question:  Can I ask one on Liberia?

Associate Spokesman:  Yes.

Question:  Have you had any indications from the US Government as to when they might respond to the Secretary-General’s call for an emergency peacekeeping force to be sent there, a coalition of the willing or...?

Associate Spokesman:  I don’t have any information on timing.  David?

Question:  How about the SG’s telephone call with Secretary of State Powell yesterday afternoon?  Do you have anything on what was discussed?

Associate Spokesman:  The Secretary-General and the Secretary of State have had a number of phone calls over the last 48 hours, all mostly focusing on Liberia, as you can imagine.  But, I think all these discussions are ongoing, so I don’t have any details to share with you.

Question:  Do you know what they were discussing during those phone calls..., no timetable?

Associate Spokesman:  I don’t have any exact details to share with you on those phone calls.

Question:  Is there a plan for them to meet?

Associate Spokesman:  I don’t know of a plan for them to meet, but I do know they stay in close touch by telephone.

Question:  On this, I mean, during the Ituri situation, the Secretariat played quite an active role in helping to facilitate whatever, think about terms of the mandate and all the rest, for the French-led mission.  But is that not the case here is basically the Secretariat taking a much more of a back seat waiting to see what the US suggests?

Associate Spokesman:  The Secretariat is very much involved through phone calls between the Secretary-General and the Secretary of State; through the participation, as I just told you, of the Force Commander of UNAMSIL and the ECOWAS military committee, and ECOWAS would very likely play a role in any multinational force.  So, we’re engaged.

Ambassador, over to you.

* *** *
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UNEP and the Executive Director in the news





The Hindu - Heat wave, a worldwide phenomenon


















































Reuters - Treaty regulating GMO trade to start in September
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