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Learning the ABCs of science and politics

July 6, 2003 

The new name for the Asian Brown Cloud tells us a lot about  the mix of science and politics.

                          The story began for me one night last year while hearing a  long dinner discussion at the Birch Aquarium. I wondered if   that evening, in unexpected ways, might not be much like   those in which British natural scientists debated the nature of   Earth two centuries ago.

                  In that era of expeditions, they were still quite literally discovering   Earth. They sailed around the world and back to London with their   specimens and read their findings into history during tedious but                 sometimes explosive dinner meetings at the Royal Society.

                  On this night in San Diego, environmental scientists from a dozen   nations discussed how the United Nations should deal with what was   then called the Asian Brown Cloud. The discovery of that cloud was a                 result of massive aerial research led by V. "Ram" Ramanathan, a witty,  Indian-born professor at the Scripps Institution of Oceanography.

                  Ramanathan and Charles Kennel, director of SIO, led the conversation  that evening and introduced Klaus Toepfer, who heads the U.N.  environmental program in Nairobi, Kenya.

                  Ram's cloud has since been well-documented and is still there. It  blankets parts of his native India, China and a continent-sized area of   the Indian Ocean. One prominent pollutant among others in the cloud

derives from burning animal dung for cooking across much of India and   China. 

                  The cloud is not stable. Using laser instruments, scientists are finding   traces of its pollutants above California. Some scientists have warned of  widespread death from the potential effects of the cloud.

                  One unexpected outcome is that the cloud has diverted some attention   from the issue of carbon dioxide pollution and global warming.

                  Says SIO's Ramanathan: "If an atmospheric scientist works today only   with the thought of carbon dioxide pollution, then he doesn't   understand climate."

                  Any thoughts I cherished linking Ramanathan's research with those of  the early British scientists began to fade that night at Birch Aquarium as  I heard members of that multinational group challenge each other.

                  The bickering was less over science than national values and pride. It   was not at all clear that evening in La Jolla what course the scientists   were recommending for the United Nations to pursue. It was clear              already that Asians did not care for the notoriety of their cloud.

                  Within months, the sparks of that night's dissension set off a worldwide    blaze. Ramanathan, a scientist held dear by many of his SIO colleagues   for his wit and humble manner, soon became a Judas in his native land.

                  He had found and named the cloud. The United Nations felt political  pressure from across Asia.

                  The furor suggests that this era of science, though it has moved eons    beyond that of 200 years ago, is even more hobbled by global   economics (budget slashes in current research) and politics (jealousies,          religious hatreds, pride). 

                  Ramanathan is in his native India on another research mission, but he   has been busy seeking to ameliorate his discovery with offended Asians   who, predictably, came to feel that their values were besieged by a  cloud named Asian. 

                  So the Asian Brown Cloud has now been renamed in science and politics   as the Atmospheric Brown Cloud. Only its acronym remains unedited.

                  Matters of distinction:

                  The late Charles Ramsey was a founder of Phillips-Ramsey Inc., a public  relations firm that has long held institutional accounts like the San  Diego Zoo and ConVis. Ramsey was a pioneer in style. Tom Ables

recalls the day he watched in awe as Ramsey closed a deal with a San  Diego car dealer by leaping from his chair and saying: "Hell! If that's   what you want, this company can do a bad ad better than anyone in   town."

                  Ables, now retired, has his own distinction. He joined Phillips-Ramsey   out of San Diego State. A markedly loyal alumnus, in the 57 seasons   since he graduated, Ables says, he's attended 610 Aztec football games,  missing only two.

                  In a lull, Bersin appraises Bersin:

                  Alan Bersin, going into his sixth tumultuous year directing city schools,   looks back after signing a three-year pact with teachers.

                  "I dusted off those conciliatory skills that hadn't been in evidence for a   while. The hearts of our teachers and principals are essential to this   reform we're involved in.

                  "These years have been character-building. We have reached a new   period in the change cycle. It brings a ripening of reform and all the  outreach essential to reform. Despite so much past discord, ours has               become the longest-lived school reform movement in any U.S. city with  100,000 or more students. And I have survived so far to become the  longest-tenured superintendent."

__________________________________________________________________________________________

The Hindu 

July 1, 2003 

HEADLINE: 12 FIRMS GET NOD FOR 'CARBON TRADING' 

BODY: 

     As many as 12 Indian firms have been cleared for "carbon trading", the Union Environment Minister,

     T.R. Baalu said here today. 

     The trading is part of a formula arrived at a United Nations climate conference to give "credits" to

     developed countries if they assisted developing countries in the setting up of "clean projects". The

     trading regime looks at the problem on hand - the heating up of the earth's atmosphere as a result of

     emission of greenhouse gases, a vast majority of which is from the developed countries - as an

     opportunity to strengthen the efficiency of energy production and industries in the third world and, at

     the same time, compensate the developed world with "credits". Typical projects include substitution of

     fossil fuel-powered electricity generation with renewable energy and improvement in industrial or

     commercial energy efficiency. Refuting allegations that the Ministry was stalling clearances for such

     trading, Mr. Baalu said that this mistaken notion'' could be because there still remained doubts on the

     nature of the trade itself. 

     A report of the U.N. Environment Programme's Financial Initiatives (a partnership between UNEP and

     295 banks, insurance and investment companies), estimated that the annual trading of greenhouse

     gases, emerging as a result of international agreements to reduce emissions, could be worth as much

     as $ two trillion by 2012. 

     The trading is important to the developed countries because they too stand to gain. Under the Kyoto

     Protocol, industrialised countries with greenhouse gas emission targets are allowed to take credit for

     projects overseas. These are known as "offsets" - as they offset the emissions of greenhouse gas

     emissions in the investor country. Offsets can take place either in developing countries through the

     CDM or other industrialised countries through Joint Implementation projects. 

     Under the 1997 Protocol, developed countries have to reduce their average emission of green house

     gases - which heat up the atmosphere - by five per cent by the period 2008-2112 (although Australia

     and the U.S., citing concerns over economic impacts, have withdrawn from the agreement). The

     Protocol will enter into force 90 days after it has been ratified by the Russian Federation. 

     Mr. Baalu, who is also the chairman of the eighth Conference of Parties to the United Nations

     Framework Convention on Climate Change, said that he was hopeful that Russia would ratify the treaty

     at an early date. "I understand that they are still studying the Protocol and its implications. We expect

     a positive response in the near future," he said. 

     LOAD-DATE: July 1, 2003 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

The StraitsTimes 

The world's taps are running dry 

                   More than one billion people in the world today are in need of clean water and the  situation is getting worse. As we mark The International Year of Freshwater this  year, LING CHANG HONG looks at how the drying taps are affecting people's lives   and how nations are coping with the crisis 

                   In the few seconds that it  takes you to read this  paragraph, a child would   have died of a water-borne

                   disease somewhere in   Africa.

                   Startling as it may sound,   this is the reality - and it is   not just in the developing   world.

                   The whole world is facing a  water crisis.

Today, more than one billion   people do not have access  to safe drinking water and   2.5 billion people have no  adequate sanitation.

Water-related diseases,  such as malaria, account for 80 per cent of illnesses and deaths in the Third World,   killing one child every eight seconds.

                   In the developed world, degradation of groundwater resources, pollution of rivers  and lakes, as well as rising costs are threatening the quality and affordability of   water.

'Water will be more important than oil this century,' former UN Secretary General   Boutros Boutros Ghali said in a BBC phone-in programme last month.

                   Indeed, the United Nations, which has declared 2003 as The International Year of   Freshwater, says in a recent report that the average supply of water worldwide per   person is expected to drop by a third over the next 20 years. In two decades, two  out of every three people on earth will suffer moderate to severe water shortages,  the report says.

                   When Irish musician-turned-activist Bob Geldof, who in 1985 staged Live Aid, the   world's biggest rock concert to help a previous generation of starving Ethiopians,   revisited the country last month, he was dismayed to discover that the situation in   the East African country had not improved much over the past 18 years.

                   One major factor, he said, was the 'endemic drought conditions and their effect on   food'.

                   The nation is in the midst of a fresh humanitarian crisis, with 14 million people,   struggling with drought and a lack of clean water, at risk of starvation.

                   Severe drought and poor harvests have also left several Southern African countries    reeling. More than 13 million people in Angola, Zambia, Zimbabwe, Mozambique  and Malawi are reported to be in need of food aid.

                   Singaporean peacekeeper, Major (NS) Francis See, who was in the region last   year, told The Straits Times in an earlier report: 'Life is so hard, the children ask  for water, not money or food.'

                   Water and sanitation, the key factors to reducing poverty, are hugely scarce in   Africa.

                   'Collecting water takes me five hours a day. I leave home at two in the morning   and I get water at six. I have two children - one died from diarrhoea. The other is 14 - she's usually sick because of the dirty water we are using,' Ms Joyce Tunda   from Tanzania, told the BBC.

  The situation is no better across the continent in India, where people cannot rely on    the River Ganges as the water is polluted with high levels of rubbish and sewage.

                   In states like Rajasthan and Karnataka, households with five to six members   manage with just 10 litres or two buckets of water a day, according to the Energy  and Resources Institute of India.

                   The lack of water is causing not only livelihood problems. Bachelors in several  drought-affected villages in Rajasthan are having difficulty looking for a bride. The   reason: no woman wants to trek 2km in the scorching heat to fetch a pot of water.

                   Mr Ganesh Sharma, from the village of Goandi, does not blame them.

'My fields are dry, I don't have much of an income and we are on the verge of   cutting our agricultural power connection. Which father would want to marry his   daughter to me?' he told The Indian Express.

                   Brides aside, water means food. It takes 1,000 tonnes of water to grow a tonne of    wheat and 2,000 tonnes to produce a tonne of rice. Farmers in poor rural districts  will be the first to suffer as wells dry up, Britain's Guardian newspaper reported.   Developed countries are not spared from the water crisis.

                   In a study released on World Environment Day last month, the UN Environment   Programme (Unep) warned that underground water, on which two billion people  rely, is diminishing everywhere in the world.

                   More than 10 million people in 12 cities such as Bangkok, Shanghai and London,   rely on underground water. But the water tables - the levels at which water stands   in a shallow well - are falling by about 3m a year across the world, the study says.

                   As the emptied underground aquifers become compressed, the ground starts to  sink in places like Mexico City and Bangkok.

                   Growing population, industrialisation and intensive farming are all contributing to   the dramatic increase in the use of water, the Unep study says.

                   The world population has more than doubled in the past 60 years and water   withdrawal has quadrupled.

                   Also, governments are seeking to solve their water problems by turning away from   rainfall and rivers, and using subterranean supplies of groundwater instead.

                   'But pumping groundwater is like making constant withdrawals from a bank account   without ever paying anything into it,' warned BBC environment correspondent Alex   Kirby.

                   Pollution is also making the water available to us unfit to use. About two million    tonnes of waste are dumped every day into rivers, lakes and streams. One litre of   wastewater pollutes about eight litres of freshwater, the Unep report says.

                   The challenge lies in improving efficiency of land and water use. Irrigation, for    example, is extremely inefficient - close to 60 per cent of the water used is wasted.

                   Using precision sprinklers and planting less water-intensive crops are two solutions,   according to BBC's Mr Kirby.

                   Can the crisis be averted?

                   'If there is a political will, there is a way' seems to be the answer.

                   Despite the evidence of a global water crisis, the UN says, political commitment to    reverse the trend has been lacking.

                   'Attitude and behaviour problems lie at the heart of the crisis,' the UN said in a   report presented at the Third World Water Forum in Japan in March, blaming 'inertia  at leadership level' for the worsening situation.

                   Mr William Cosgrove, vice-president of the World Water Council, which organised   the forum, concurred that countries need to do more.

                   'We are disappointed that the awareness has not yet been translated enough into  action,' he told The Straits Times.

                   Proper government regulation is needed to make the best use of the available   water resources, he said.

                   But first, Mr Cosgrove said, the world must be better informed of the issue and   ordinary citizens can do their bit with simple gestures like fixing leaky taps at  home, turning off the tap when brushing their teeth, or taking a short shower  instead of a bath.

                   After all, as Benjamin Franklin once said, 'We don't realise the value of water until   the well is dry.'

                   HOW SOME COUNTRIES A DEALING WITH SHORTAGES

                   SINGAPORE

                   Treated waste water is mixed and blended with reservoir water and then undergoes   conventional water treatment to produce drinking water called Newater.

                   CHILE

                   Water is harvested from clouds by putting huge nets on mountains to catch the  vapour. The collected water can be used for small-scale irrigation and bathing.

                   CHINA

                   Farmers are using storage tanks to collect rainwater in their fields, providing   drinking water and extra irrigation for vast areas.

                   China is also undertaking a huge project to channel water from the flooding south  to the drying north.

                   It has begun work on a massive scheme to channel billions of cubic metres of  water from the Yangtze River to the dwindling Yellow River.

                   ISRAEL

                   Farmers are planting less water-intensive crops and replacing them with crops like  apple cactus that require little water and can produce fruit for 11 months of the   year.

                   TURKEY

                   Advanced agricultural technology has helped farmers to develop precision  sprinklers and irrigation systems that drip water directly onto plants and crops. --  The Economist, BBC 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Baltic News Service 

July 3, 2003 

Headline: Chemical Weapons' Burial Site Near Lithuania Is Not Polluting Environment - -     Expedition 

BODY: 

     Lithuanian expedition explored the burial site of chemical weapons in the Baltic Sea and concluded that

     the yperite gas is not leaking from the weapons sunk in the Baltic Sea. 

     The expedition of the Lithuanian Sea Research Center ship Vejas has lasted for three days. It explored

     the area of 43 square nautical miles in the Baltic Sea some 70 nautical miles away form Klaipeda where

     chemical weapons were sunk after World War II. Countries of the anti-Hitler coalition -- the U.S., Great

     Britain, France and the USSR -- sank two thousand of tons of trophy German-made shells in the Baltic

     Sea at the end of World War II. A significant amount of chemical weapons was buried in economic

     waters of Sweden and Latvia. About one tenth of the chemical weapons were buried in Lithuanian

     economic waters. 

     Algirdas Stankevicius, the head of the Sea Research Center and the head of the expedition, told BNS

     that an expert of Lithuanian naval forces participated in the expedition and carried out analysis of the

     water and ground samples with special devices. Concentrations of yperite were not found. 

     In Stankevicius' words, the expedition was exploring whether other hazardous material -- arsenic --

     was leaking into the marine environment. 

     "We will be able to say whether arsenic has leaked into the environment after we have the results of

     a thorough analysis at the United Nations International Atomic Agency marine laboratory in Monaco,"

     Stankevicius said. 

     In Stankevicius' words, the results will be available in some six months. 

     In cooperation with the above-mentioned laboratory, the Sea Research Center will prepare a report on

     the possibility of the pollutants from the bomb burial site to affect Lithuanian coasts. 

     The second stage of the expedition is scheduled for late July; experts from fisheries laboratory will

     catch and analyse fish in the waters near the weapon burial site. 

     "We will see whether the hazardous materials and the side effects cause harm to the marine fauna,"

     Stankevicius said. 

     The countries of the Baltic Sea region express concern about the potential impact on the

     environment. So far, insufficient data are available and it is difficult to forecast the hazardous

     substances' reaction in the marine environment. 

     Fishing vessels often encounter with the weapons. There were cases where pieces of weapons were

     taken on board the ships with their fishing nets. There were cases when fishermen suffered injuries and

     once death occurred as a result of exposure to the poisonous substances. From 1985 to 1992 Danish

     fishermen reported 342 cases when they found chemical weapons in their nets. 

     Environment Ministry has prepared special instructions on what fishermen should do if chemical

     substances get entangled in the nets. 

     In Stankevicius' words, the ships containing explosives sank in the Norwegian waters and lie at the

     depth of 600 meters; they have been covered with fishing nets. 

     "Very often fisherman fail to follow the recommendations and catch fish in the areas where explosives

     were buried; their nets are broken by the parts of the ships," Stankevicius said. 

     Experts think it is unlikely that hazardous substances could be washed ashore and pose threat to

     people. 

     LOAD-DATE: July 3, 2003 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

XINHUA GENERAL NEWS SERVICE

July 1, 2003, Tuesday

HEADLINE: EC proposes new procedures for waste shipment
     BODY:

     The European Commission (EC) has put forward a proposal for simplified control procedures for

     shipments of waste in the European Union (EU).

     This regulation sets environmental criteria for waste shipments within, into and outside the EU, an EC

     press release said Tuesday. 

     This new proposal, a revision of the 10-year-old Waste Shipment Regulation, strengthens the current

     control procedures, simplifying and clarifying them to the benefit of both the environment and the

     waste shipment companies.

     The proposal is also a step towards greater international harmonization of waste shipments, as it fully

     implements the United Nations Basel Convention, which regulates shipments of hazardous waste at

     international level.

     "In the future all shipments of hazardous waste will require explicit and written consent from the

     country of export as well as the country of import. This will enhance the environmental benefits of

     this regulation, as risks of uncontrolled waste shipments will be reduced," the release quoted EU

     Environment Commissioner Margot Wallstrom as saying.

     The Waste Shipment Regulation is made to ensure a high level of environmental and human health

     protection, while at the same time safeguarding trading rights within the internal market.

     Only radioactive waste as well as a few other types of waste are not covered by the regulation

     because they are subject to separate control regimes.

     LOAD-DATE: July 2, 2003 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

New Euro Rules Won't Put GM Foods  on Store Shelves 

UK: July 4, 2003

                LONDON - New European Parliament laws requiring   labeling of genetically modified food may allow the  EU to drop an unofficial ban on new crops but they  won't persuade food processors to use it or                supermarkets to stock it.

                Many European consumers want no part of what they see  as the high-tech scientific wizardry of gene manipulation  designed to boost yields and cut the use of pesticides.   Food suppliers say they will deliver what consumers want.  So rules, shmules?

                "Regardless of labeling, we'll stock what people want to  buy," said a spokesman for U.S. based Wal-Mart's UK unit   ASDA.

                European consumers are still turning up their noses at the   fare famously decried as "Frankenfood" for fear of health or  environmental harm, and many feel the new labels would  simply offer them an opportunity to refuse products they  disdain.

                "In Europe there is a clear trend among consumers that   they want to avoid the products with GMO labels, so there  is clear pressure on producers to make sure they have no   GMO and that they will not have the label," said an official  with Dutch-based Ahold, the world's third largest food   retailer.

                The laws passed on Wednesday, which also stipulate the  segregation of GM from conventional crops, require the  labeling of any foods that contain more than 0.9 percent of  genetically modified ingredients. Labels could hit store   shelves in 2004.

                European wariness has infuriated major producers the  United States, which has seen sales to the lucrative market  plummet.

                The United States has taken the EU to the World Trade  Organization over its five-year de facto ban on new GM crop  varieties. On Wednesday, the United States said the laws  were "confusing for the consumer." Canada said the WTO  action it backed would continue.

                Swiss food giant Nestle said it does not sell genetically   modified products into countries where customers are  opposed to GMOs and the ruling was unlikely to change   this.

                "We are not trying to force consumers to accept products  that they don't want. We sell products containing GMOs in  countries where they accept them and we don't sell   products with GMO where a consumer does not want to   buy them. It is as simple as that," said Nestle spokesman  Marcel Rubin.

                A spokeswoman for French food group Danone, maker of   biscuits, yogurts and mineral waters, said: "We follow the   regulations and the wishes of the consumer."

                Some stores already stock minor lines in GM food.

                Ahold's main store group, Albert Heijn in the Netherlands,  stocks some 10 products with GM ingredients out of a   lineup of several thousand. They are largely in the snack   food area.

                Similarly, Metro, Germany's biggest retailer and the world's    fifth largest, said its group stocks a handful of GM-labeled   products out of its total of more than one million.

                "It's absolutely the right direction for customers who will    now get clear signals of whether products are genetically  modified or not," a Metro spokesman said.

                (Additional reporting by Elaine Hardcastle in London, Jon   Cox in Zurich, Marcel Michelson in Amsterdam, Caroline  Brothers in Paris and Paul Hoskins in Frankfurt)

               REUTERS NEWS SERVICE

__________________________________________________________________________________________

ROAP Media Update – 07 July 2003

_____________________________________________________


UN or UNEP in the news

The world's taps are running dry 
The Straits Times, July 7, 2002 - More than one billion people in the world today are in need of clean water and the situation is getting worse. As we mark The International Year of Freshwater this year, LING CHANG HONG looks at how the drying taps are affecting people's lives and how nations are coping with the crisis 
...Today, more than one billion people do not have access to safe drinking water and 2.5 billion people have no adequate sanitation.
… In a study released on World Environment Day last month, the UN Environment Programme (Unep) warned that underground water, on which two billion people rely, is diminishing everywhere in the world.
More than 10 million people in 12 cities such as Bangkok, Shanghai and London, rely on underground water. But the water tables - the levels at which water stands in a shallow well - are falling by about 3m a year across the world, the study says.
… Pollution is also making the water available to us unfit to use. About two million tonnes of waste are dumped every day into rivers, lakes and streams. One litre of wastewater pollutes about eight litres of freshwater, the Unep report says.
http://straitstimes.asia1.com.sg/world/story/0,4386,198115,00.html? 

General environment news

More than 1.1 million homeless after monsoon floods in India, Bangladesh
Utusan Malaysia Online, Malaysia - GUWAHATI (India) July 6 - More than 1.1 million people have been left homeless by monsoon floods in India and neighbouring Bangladesh, which have reportedly also left more than 80 dead, officials and reports said Sunday.
At least 65,000 more people were left homeless after fresh flooding overnight in India's northeastern state of Assam, taking the total number of those displaced by the rains to more than 926,000.
The mighty Brahmaputra River burst its banks at several places Saturday washing away homes and breaching roads and mud embankments.
http://www.utusan.com.my/utusan/content.asp?y=2003&dt=0707&pub=Utusan_Express&sec=World&pg=wo_10.htm
Greenhouse gas emissions from New Zealand still growing 
The New Zealand Herald, July 3, 2003 - Greenhouse gas emissions from New Zealand's energy sector continue to grow, according to the latest available statistics. 
The report New Zealand Energy Greenhouse Gas Emissions 1990-2002, released today, shows that the energy sector's gross carbon dioxide emissions grew by 2.7 per cent from 2001 to 2002. Average annual growth since 1990 was 2.4 per cent. 
Under the Kyoto Protocol, New Zealand is obliged to reduce its emissions of greenhouse gases to 1990 levels, on average, over 2008-2012, or take responsibility for emissions above that level. 
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/storydisplay.cfm?storyID=3510738&thesection=news&thesubsection=general 

__________________________________________________________________________________________


Bahrain

500 youngsters tune up for summer events

MORE than 500 youngsters, aged six to 15 years, are taking part in the Salman Cultural Centre for Children's summer programme.

The programme which runs until the end of next month and is being held from 4pm to 7pm, Saturday to Tuesday, each week.

General Organisation for Youth and Sport (Goys) childhood and girls activities director Amal Al Dosari said eight programmes were on offer to the youngsters.

"For the first time this year, we are offering an environmental protection programme where youngsters will be taught the importance of recycling, preserving the environment and awareness about keeping the kingdom clean," she said.

The aim of the camp, said Ms Al Dosari, was to tap the youngsters' talents and create a team of youngsters who are able to shoulder the responsibilities of the future.

She said the children's creations would go on show at the end of the camp. 
http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=55739&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=26108
Qatar

Workshop shows the way to convert waste into art
The two-day workshop organised by Emirates Environmental Group (EEG) concluded in Dubai yesterday. 

The workshop, entitled Arts from Waste Workshop -2003, was organised in collaboration with Wonder Land. A large number of students, teachers and citizens took part in the workshop.

The EEG Chairperson, Habiba Al Marashi, said that the workshop provided the students an opportunity to exhibit their artistic abilities and creativity along with making a positive contribution to waste reduction efforts.

"Childhood is the most creative part of our life and children are the key to our strategy for environmental change. We are holding this activity to create awareness amongst the students and community and to inform them that waste is not useless and often what we discard as waste is not waste at all. EEG was extremely pleased to also have the Kanoo Group, a corporate member to support this workshop," she pointed out.

http://66.234.3.46/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2003/july/theuae_july82.xml
Largest desert botanical garden coming up

The Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries has recently announced the establishment of the largest Desert Botanical Garden in the region. The garden will be located within the Agricultural Research Station in Dibba in Fujairah. 

In the UAE, where desert forms 75 per cent of the total area, the Natural Flora Desert Botanical Garden, slated to be the largest of its kind in the Arab world, is one of the many efforts by the ministry to use country's limited resources to establish successful agricultural projects to preserve fauna and flora. 

Elaborating on the desert botanical garden,Saeed Mohammed Al Raghabani, Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries said: "The initiative is an outcome of the directions of the President, His Highness Shaikh Zayed bin Sultan AI Nahyan and his concern to maintain and preserve the environmental resources in UAE." 

http://66.234.3.46/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2003/july/theuae_july76.xml
'Gargours' fishing being regulated

The Environmental Research and Wildlife Development Agency (ERWDA) in cooperation with the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries has launched a public awareness campaign on the new regulation regarding the use of 'gargours' in the emirate of Abu Dhabi in a bid to control fishing and its harmful effects on the marine environment. The campaign kicked off on Tuesday. 

A decree regulating the use and manufacture of 'gargour', metallic netted basket trap for fishing in Abu Dhabi has recently been issued by Shaikh Hamdan bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Minister of State for Foreign Affairs, in his capacity as the Deputy Chairman of ERWDA.

http://66.234.3.46/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2003/july/theuae_july67.xml

New lagoon taking shape
In its efforts to offer a healthy environment, to eliminate sewage water and harness rain water, Dubai Municipality is constructing several drainage projects throughout the city.

One of the main projects, which is now under construction, is a huge lagoon in Ghusais at a cost of Dh60 million, said Farid Saadi, Assistant Director of the Drainage and Irrigation Department.

The lagoon will cover 20,000 square metres. This is a part of the municipality's aim to protect roads and installations from being flooded by rain water. The drainage network will get rid of this water.

Saadi, who is also head of the Drainage Development and Control Section, said the areas where the lagoon will come up, was earlier a wasteland.

When the municipality finishes constructing the new rainwater drainage system, the lagoon will be filled with water. Around the lagoon there will be artificial fountains, footpaths and an area for sports.
http://www.gulf-news.com/Articles/news.asp?ArticleID=91910
Jordan
Japan grants $6.3 million for water network upgrade

The citizens of Zarqa will soon receive double their supply of water after the Japanese government granted financing for the second phase of the district's water network upgrade. 

The two-year project will be financed through a $6.3 million Japanese grant extended to the government during a signing ceremony at the Planning Ministry between Japanese Ambassador Koichi Obata and Planning Minister Bassem Awadallah. 

“Japan has strongly committed itself to assist Jordan's effort to alleviate poverty through improving living conditions. Today's agreement shows Japan's continuing responsibility,” the ambassador said. 

http://www.jordantimes.com/Thu/homenews/homenews6.htm

Lebanon
Agricultural syndicates reject ban on red diesel imports 

The Higher Coordinating Committee for Agricultural Syndicates and Cooperatives in Lebanon on Friday deplored the government’s intention to abolish the import of red diesel by replacing it with “green” diesel, describing the move as very serious and a heavy blow to the agricultural sector. 
A press release, issued after a meeting held by the committee’s executive council, said that red diesel was 10 percent cheaper than green diesel. In addition, every 30 liters of green diesel is equivalent to 20 liters of red diesel. 
It said that the government needs to address agricultural problems in relation to high production costs due to high fuel prices, which make competition in foreign and local markets harder. “We accordingly affirm our rejection of abolishing red diesel oil or raising its prices.”

http://www.dailystar.com.lb/05_07_03/art28.asp
__________________________________________________________________________________________
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T H U R S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
General Assembly adopts landmark resolution on preventing armed conflict

*
Liberia: UN refugee rescue ship heads for Monrovia to begin emergency evacuation

*
In Guinea, delegation meets leader of Liberia’s main rebel group

*
Kosovo: UN official reports on new appeal by leaders urging minority returns

*
Security Council approves phasing out Iraq-Kuwait border mission

*
DR of Congo: Main rebel forces begin pulling out from North Kivu town 


*
UN food supplies to Iraq surpass one million tons since April  

*
Afghanistan: UN helps broker truce between factions but new skirmish erupts

*
UN refugee agency assists with repatriation of Angolans from Namibia

*
First biennial meeting on UN plan to end illicit small arms trade to open Monday 


*
UN labour agency launches initiative to create a billion jobs for youth world-wide

*
FAO chief urges African leaders to provide more resources for agriculture


*
Twenty-four more sites added to UN World Heritage List


*
ECOSOC and four UN agencies discuss ways to harmonize cooperation

* * * *

General Assembly: conflict


3 July – After three years of preparation and five months of intensive negotiation, the United Nations General Assembly today adopted by consensus a resolution on the prevention of armed conflict, hailed as a landmark in efforts to move the world body from a culture of reacting to crises to one of preventing them from reaching critical mass.


Welcoming the adoption, UN Deputy Secretary-General Louise Fréchette recalled that Secretary-General Kofi Annan had made conflict prevention one of his major priorities.

“As the Secretary-General reminded us in his report, we have an obligation to the victims of violence around the world to take seriously the challenge of prevention and to move from rhetoric to reality,” she told the Assembly. She added that the Secretariat was committed to strengthening the UN’s capacity to carry out more effectively its responsibilities for the prevention of armed conflict.  


The resolution calls on Member States to support poverty eradication measures and enhancing the capacity of developing countries, to comply with treaties on arms control, non-proliferation and disarmament, and to strengthen their international verification instruments and eradicate illicit trade in small arms and light weapons.

It further urges them to make the most effective use of existing and new methods for peacefully settling disputes, including arbitration, mediation, other treaty-based arrangements and the International Criminal Court (ICC), thus promoting the role of international law in international relations.

Regarding the role of the Security Council, it recommends that the 15-nation body continue to mandate peacekeeping operations that include peace-building elements. The Council should give prompt consideration to early warning or prevention cases brought to its attention by the Secretary-General. The text calls on states that have not done so, to consider becoming parties to arms control, non-proliferation and disarmament treaties.  

It further urges strengthening cooperation between the UN and regional organizations to prevent armed conflict, particularly in capacity-building and coordinating their respective activities, and it requests the Secretary-General to present concrete proposals for enhancing Secretariat support of such activities.

Introducing the text, Assembly President Jan Kavan of the Czech Republic, said its adoption would give a strong political signal to the world and confirm the strong will of all Member States to enhance the UN’s preventive capacity and to move further from a culture of reaction to one of prevention. It provided a sound base for further strengthening the role of the UN in armed conflict prevention, he added.

* * *

Liberia   


3 July – Battling heavy winds and high seas, the United Nations rescue ship Overbeck is heading for Monrovia today to begin an emergency evacuation of thousands of desperate Sierra Leonean refugees living in makeshift camps scattered along the outskirts of the war-ravaged Liberian capital.


The UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) says the MV Overbeck left Freetown, Sierra Leone, late yesterday on a 30-hour voyage to Monrovia along the storm-lashed West African coast. It is expected to arrive in the besieged Liberian capital early tomorrow. Assuming the fragile ceasefire holds, the ship will be able to ferry 300 passengers each voyage and should be able to make the trip to Freetown every three days.

While UNHCR says that more than 5,000 of an estimated 15,000 Sierra Leonean refugees living in Liberia had shown an interest in being evacuation, the tenuous security situation in Monrovia and the lack of logistical capacity will make the rescue operation one of the most challenging the agency has faced in recent times. 

Amid looting and lawlessness, eight UNHCR vehicles have been stolen, vandals have put nine trucks out of action, fuel is scarce, and the agency’s pared down staff in Monrovia, already coping with tremendous humanitarian needs, have no cash to get refugees to the port because the banks are closed.

But UNHCR representative Moses Okello said today that other organisations, including European Union aid officials and Germany’s GTZ, were offering to help with transport and repairs. “This is an emergency evacuation,” he said in Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire, where he and other UN international staff had been evacuated on June 9. “Given the dire situation in Monrovia, the usual procedures for repatriation cannot be followed.”   

UNHCR has used the Overbeck, a Danish-built passenger ferry, for the past five years to transport thousands of Sierra Leoneans home from Guinea, Gambia and Liberia, as well as Liberians from Côte d’Ivoire, Sierra Leone and Gambia.

Meanwhile, an increasing number of spontaneous arrivals from Liberia are being reported in other West African countries. In Ghana, UNHCR staff report that several vessels, ranging from small fishing boats to larger ships, began arriving in June and are now showing up with increasing frequency. 

The UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) reports that displaced populations in Monrovia are choosing to remain in impromptu settlements around the city as the security situation remains tense despite a truce. Internally displaced persons (IDPs) remain highly susceptible to outbreaks of diseases due to shortages of clean drinking water and sanitation facilities. 

In other news, the Force Commander Lieutenant General Daniel Ishmael Opande for the UN Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL), is in Accra, Ghana, to attend a meeting of the Defense and Security Commission of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), which is discussing the composition and mandate of a force for Liberia as part of the ongoing peace talks in that city. 

* * *

West Africa Council mission

3 July – A United Nations Security Council delegation met in Guinea with the leader of Liberia’s main rebel faction on the final leg of an eight-day mission exploring new opportunities for peace and stability in the troubled West African sub-region. 

Arriving in the Guinean capital Conakry yesterday evening, the Security Council Mission to West Africa met with Seku Conneh, the leader of the rebel movement Liberians United for Reconciliation and Democracy (LURD).  

The delegation had scheduled meetings today with President Lansana Conte and/or Prime Minister Lamine Sidime, and Foreign Minister Francois Lonceny Fall.

The mission, led by Ambassador Jeremy Greenstock of the United Kingdom, is scheduled to depart today for Freetown, Sierra Leone, its last stop before returning to New York on Saturday.

In Accra yesterday, following a series of meetings with participants in the Liberian peace talks that began in June, Ambassador Greenstock outlined a number of points the mission had made clear to the parties. Those points included full respect for and implementation of the ceasefire that has been agreed between the parties in conflict, urgent progress towards a comprehensive political settlement, and full respect on the ground for international human rights and humanitarian law.

* * *

Kosovo

3 July – Stressing that huge challenges remain in Kosovo, particularly the return of minorities, the top United Nations official there briefed the Security Council today on a new initiative by Kosovo Albanian leaders urging the mainly Serb refugees to come home.

“A lot more work is required for Kosovo to become a truly multi-ethnic society. The slowness of returns and integration remains our most serious shortcoming,” Michael Steiner told the Council in his last briefing as the head of the UN Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK). 

But Mr. Steiner, who leaves office next week, welcomed an open appeal made yesterday in Pristina by Kosovo Albanian leaders urging refugees and displaced people in Serbia, Montenegro and FYR Macedonia to return. 

Quoting excerpts from the letter, Mr. Steiner read: “It is time for you to come home… We do not ‘invite’ you to come back to your home because Kosovo is your home and you have the right to live here in peace. Kosovo is your home, just as it is our home; we want and work for you to come back and live in peace with us as neighbours, in a spirit of mutual respect.”

 “It is truly time to put the past behind us and move on. … We are ready and willing to provide for your needs in health, public services, and education on an equal basis with all the other people of Kosovo. We cannot offer more than that, but what we are able to offer, we do with sincerity,” the appeal continued.

Mr. Steiner said Kosovo was now moving towards the standards that will define its place in Europe, and multi-ethnicity was gradually improving, a testimony to the work UNMIK is conducting in the country. 

“When I arrived a year and a half ago, there was no government – despite successful general elections. 153 prisoners from the war were still held in Serbia. In the northern part of Mitrovica, there was a legal vacuum and turbulence. More members of minority communities were leaving Kosovo than returning. Pristina and Belgrade did not talk,” he noted.

The Mission had succeeded in putting together a multi-ethnic government and police force, bringing back prisoners of war, administering parts where there are were no regular police patrols and reversing the negative trend in returns, Mr. Steiner said. He added that Pristina and Belgrade have also agreed to dialogue directly.

The outgoing official appealed to the Council to continue supporting UNMIK and his successor, Charles Brayshaw, who he said inherits many challenges. 

* * *

Security Council: UNIKOM

3 July – The United Nations Security Council voted unanimously today to phase out by 6 October the UN peacekeeping operation that for nearly 12 years monitored the demilitarized zone between Iraq and Kuwait.

The 15-member body endorsed the recommendation made by Secretary-General Kofi Annan in his latest report on the UN Iraq-Kuwait Observation Mission (UNIKOM) in view of the new situation arising from the war in Iraq.

The resolution included arrangements for the disposal of UNIKOM’s non-removable property.

Praising the operation, which was created to deter violations and report on hostile action along the border following Iraq’s occupation of Kuwait in 1990 and the subsequent Persian Gulf war, Mr. Annan said in his report: “From April 1991 to mid-March 2003, UNIKOM was a successful and in many ways a model United Nations peacekeeping operation.”

* * *

DR of Congo

3 July – One of the largest rebel factions in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) today began pulling its troops out of a small town in the province of North Kivu, the sight of recent flare-ups between rival armed clans, according to the United Nations mission in the country.

The UN Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC) said yesterday that the Congolese Rally for Democracy (RCD- Goma) began disengaging its troops from Lubero in the North Kivu province early Tuesday morning. 

This 15 km-disengagement from the town is in line with the agreement signed in mid-June between the Congolese Government, RCD-Goma and the Congolese Rally for Democracy-Kisangani/Liberation Movement (RCD-K/ML). Late last month, two MONUC military observers were abducted in this volatile region, held for five days, and subsequently released unharmed.

Meanwhile, MONUC also reports that security conditions are improving in Bunia and the population has begun gradually returning to the strife-torn town. The UN World Food Program (WFP) has provided 600 tons of food and non-food items to assist the populations in dire need in Bunia.

In other news, Namanga Ngongi, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative, has ended his nearly two year mandate as head of the UN Mission. His successor, William Swing, is due to arrive in Kinshasa tomorrow. 

* * *

Iraq: food


3 July – With the Iraqi port of Umm Qasr becoming a key entry point for humanitarian supplies, the United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) said today it had already brought more than one million tons of food into the country since April, enough to feed the entire population for two months.


“This is an unprecedented logistic operation for WFP in terms of size and complexity,” Amer Daoudi, who is in charge of WFP logistics for the emergency operations in Iraq, told a briefing in Baghdad.

“It is in fact the largest food aid operation in history. Three months into this operation, we can now say that we succeeded in making it possible for millions of Iraqis to push away the spectre of hunger that loomed over the country when military hostilities broke out in late March,” he added.

From 20 to 30 June alone, six ships with about 90,000 tons of food berthed at Umm Qasr deep-water port in southwestern Iraq. WFP is increasingly using the port to cut down on transportation cost and create more employment for workers in the town as well as for the decimated Iraqi transport industry.

Until the end of October, the agency will continue to support the Iraqi Ministry of Trade in running the vast food rationing system in the conflict-scarred country, where before the war, 60 percent of the 27 million residents relied on the monthly food handouts as their only source of income. 

* * *

Afghanistan


3 July – An Afghan peace committee with United Nations participation has managed to broker a ceasefire between rival factions in northern Afghanistan, but fresh fighting broke out between the two militias in another area last night and a new mediation mission is being planned, a UN spokesman said today.


A delegation of the Mazar Multi Party Security Commission accompanied by the UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) went to Dara-i-Suf in Samangan province on Sunday after fighting between the Jamiat and Jumbesh factions. While tensions remained high, the ceasefire was holding, spokesman Manoel de Almeida e Silva told a briefing in Kabul, the Afghan capital.


But new fighting broke out between the same factions in Sholgara district, Balkh Province, and the Security Commission was today sending a delegation that included UNAMA, to assess the situation there, he said.


On the humanitarian front, the UN World Food Programme (WFP) announced that it was boosting its support to Afghanistan’s education system through food aid. For the next two years, over two million school children would be targeted, in an effort to provide food assistance to encourage enrolment, attendance and school performance  – especially for girls – at an estimated cost of $97 million, the agency said.  
* * *

Angolan refugees

3 July – The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) is assisting Angolan refugees to complete a 1,000 km journey from Namibia to a country many had left decades ago.

 
The first group of 150 Angolan refugees from Osire camp, about 300 km north of the Namibian capital, Windhoek, arrived in the Angolan border town of Katwitwi yesterday, according to UNHCR. Namibia hosts more than 18,000 Angolan refugees.  

UNHCR, in collaboration with the governments of Namibia and Angola, organized the return of the refugees who fled the 27-year-long war that has left parts of Angola in ruins and littered with landmines.


Meanwhile, regular convoys have continued to assist Angolan refugees to return from the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC). Since the launch of the voluntary repatriation programme on 20 June, some 1,500 Angolan refugees have been assisted home to the northern province of Mbanza Congo and to Luau in eastern Angola.

* * *

Small arms

3 July – Beginning next week, government representatives will gather at United Nations Headquarters in New York for the first-ever international meeting to consider implementation of the world body’s Action Plan for eradicating the illicit small arms trade. 


The first Biennial Meeting of States to Consider the Implementation of the Programme of Action to Prevent, Combat and Eradicate the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in All Its Aspects kicks off Monday and will run through 11 July.

The meeting is a major part of the follow-up process to the 2001UN Conference on the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in All Its Aspects, which adopted the Programme of Action. The follow-up process also provides for a review conference to be held no later than 2006. 

The 2001 Conference succeeded in placing the issue – which Secretary-General Kofi Annan has called a “global scourge” -- on the international agenda.  Small arms and light weapons kill more than half a million people each year – including 300,000 in armed conflict and 200,000 from homicides and suicides -- of which 90 per cent are civilians.  In the 1990s, small arms were the weapons of choice in 47 of 49 major conflicts.  

The Programme of Action identifies national, regional and global measures, including:  legislation on illegal manufacturing, possession, stockpiling and trade in small arms; stockpile management and destruction of weapons confiscated, seized, or collected; identification and tracing of the illicit arms; international cooperation and assistance to States to strengthen their ability to identify and trace the illicit weapons; and public awareness campaigns. 


Earlier today at UN Headquarters, Ambassador Kuniko Inoguchi of Japan briefed correspondents in her capacity as Chair-designate of the upcoming Conference. She stressed that the issue of small arms and light weapons was multidimensional, and that should be tackled through global and regional harmonization, as well as by national initiatives.

One of the meeting’s aims would be to show the various areas of disarmament where multilateral approaches could function very well, she said. It would be the first opportunity for Member States to assess comprehensively the level to which the Programme of Action had been implemented since it was negotiated two years ago.  States would be able to discuss lessons learned and best practices for better implementation.

* * *

ILO

3 July – The United Nations International Labour Office (ILO) and its partners have launched a new initiative to help create one billion jobs world-wide for youth over the next decade. 

“Our challenge now is to move from the excellent policy work that has been done to a new phase of action at the country level,” said UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan, who joined ILO Director-General, Juan Somavia, and other experts in Geneva during a two-day session of a high level panel on youth employment.

The initiative, a so-called five-step road map for national action plans on youth employment, is designed to convert “policy work to action at the country level” and to develop and implement strategies that give young people everywhere a real chance to find decent and productive work. 
Noting that young people provided unique expertise and approaches to the matters of concern, Mr. Annan welcomed the active role of youth organizations in the discussion.

ILO is collaborating on this initiative with the UN, the World Bank, youth leaders and other organizations.

* * *
FAO: Africa


3 July – Noting that agriculture supports 70 per cent of the people of Africa, the head of the United Nations agricultural agency has called on the continent’s leaders to give greater priority and allocate adequate resources to the sector in order to develop their economies and reduce poverty and hunger.  


“There is now a growing recognition of the key role that the agriculture sector must play in economic development and poverty reduction and the need to reverse trends in resource allocations to agriculture,” UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) Director-General Jacques Diouf told a conference of Ministers of Agriculture of the African Union in Maputo, Mozambique, yesterday. 


Production and productivity in Africa has fallen substantially in recent years, with the average cereal yield as a whole totalling only about a third of Asia’s and less than half of Latin America’s, Mr. Diouf told the meeting, convened to discuss the agricultural programmes of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD).


“Approximately 200 million people, one third of the population of Africa, are chronically undernourished,” he said. “Around 40 million people are currently facing food emergencies caused by natural and man-made disasters. In addition, FAO estimates that in sub-Saharan Africa AIDS has already killed around 7 million agricultural workers since 1985 and that 16 million more may die before 2020.” 

He noted that Africa uses only 1.6 percent of its available water compared to 14 percent in Asia. As a result only 3.8 percent of arable land in sub-Saharan Africa is irrigated compared to 14 percent in Latin America and the Caribbean and 40 percent in Asia. 

“There is a need for a comprehensive programme, focusing on water harvesting and conservation and efficient use, irrigation and drainage,” Mr. Diouf he declared. “Such a programme would generate substantial and sustainable increases in farm production as well as reduce the vulnerability of rural communities to future crises.” 


Mr. Diouf urged swift implementation of NEPAD’s Comprehensive Africa Agriculture Development Programme (CAADP), which calls for investment in water control and land management, expansion of rural infrastructure such as roads and storage facilities, an increase food supply through competitive production, and adoption of technologies for long-term productivity.


He compared the $19.3 billion annual cost of implementing CAADP to the $19.6 billion Africa spends annually to import agricultural products.

UNESCO


3 July – Twenty-four more sites have been to the United Nations World Heritage List including, for the first time, sites in Gambia, Mongolia, Kazakhstan and Sudan, the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) announced today.


UNESCO’s World Heritage Committee included the new sites during its 27th session at its Paris headquarters, bringing the total to 754, including 149 natural, 582 cultural and 23 mixed sites “of outstanding universal value.”


The new entries include the following natural sites: Purnululu National Park in Western Australia with its eroded sandstone beehive-shaped towers or cones; three parallel rivers of Yunnan protected areas in China featuring the upper reaches of three of the great rivers of Asia -- Yangtze, Mekong and Salween; Monte San Giorgio in Switzerland, a pyramid-shaped, wooded mountain regarded as the best fossil record of marine life from the Mid Triassic Period (245-230 million years ago); Uvs Nuur Basin in Russian / Mongolia, the northern-most enclosed basin of Central Asia with a rich diversity of bird life; Phong Nha - Ke Bang National Park in Vietnam, a vast area of dramatic, forested highland karst landscape.

 
New cultural sites include: Bamiyan, Afghanistan, with its Buddhist monastic sanctuaries, where the Taleban destroyed two huge standing Buddha statues in 2001; Quebrada de Humahuaca in Argentina, with substantial evidence of use as a major trade route over the past 10,000 years; Historic Quarter of Valparaiso, Chile, an example of late 19th century urban and architectural development; Jewish Quarter and St Procopius’ Basilica in Trebic, Czech Republic, reminders of the co-existence of Jewish and Christian cultures from the Middle Ages to the 20th century; James Island in Gambia, bearing testimony to the beginning and the abolition of the slave trade.


Also included on the cultural list are: Rock Shelters of Bhimbetka, India, with paintings from the Mesolithic period right through to the Historical period; Takht-e Soleyman, Iran, with a Zoroastrian sanctuary and a temple of the Sasanian period; Ashur (Qala’at at Sherqat), Iraq, first capital of the Assyrian Empire; The White City of Tel-Aviv, Israel, reflecting modern organic planning principles; Sacri Monti of Piedmont and Lombardy, Italy, groups of chapels from the late 16th and 17th centuries; Mausoleum of Khoja Ahmed Yasawi, Kazakhstan, built at the time of Timur (Tamerlane), from 1389 to 1405; Franciscan Missions in the Sierra Gorda of Querétaro, Mexico, built during the last phase of the conversion to Christianity of the interior of Mexico in the mid 18th century.

Others sites include Wooden Churches of Southern Little Poland showing different aspects of medieval church-building traditions; Citadel of Derbent, Russia, part of the northern limes of the Sasanian Persian Empire; Mapungubwe Cultural Landscape, South Africa, an expansive savannah landscape that developed into the largest kingdom in the sub-continent before it was abandoned in the 14th century; Ubeda-Baeza, Spain, dating back to the Moorish 9th century and to the Reconquista in the 13th century; Gebel Barkal in Sudan, archaeological sites of the Napatan (900 to 270 BC) and Meroitic (270 BC to 350 AD) cultures; Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, United Kingdom, illustrating significant periods of the art of gardens from the 18th to the 20th centuries; Matobo Hills, Zimbabwe, with a profusion of distinctive rock landforms and an outstanding collection of rock paintings.

Three sites already listed were extended in size: Central Amazon Conservation Complex, Brazil, first listed in 2000, with key threatened species, including giant arapaima fish, the Amazonian manatee, the black caiman, and two species of river dolphin; Imperial Tombs of the Ming and Qing Dynasties, China, first listed in 2000, adding two distinct burial sites of Ming Dynasty emperors; and the Archaeological Site of Panamá Viejo in Panama, first listed in 1997, adding the location and ruins of the first European settlement on the American mainland and pre-Hispanic remains.

* * *

ECOSOC/UN agencies

3 July – The United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC), holding its annual session in Geneva, met today with four top officials of the world body’s agencies to examine ways of enhancing cooperation for international development.

The four panellists’ presentations focused largely on the renewed commitment to development evidenced by the internationally agreed outcomes of the UN Millennium Summit, and the related push to simplify and harmonize rules and procedures among UN development agencies.

Mark Malloch Brown, Administrator of the UN Development Programme (UNDP), said UN bodies should be ready to move with changed times. It is essential to lead the change, not merely to react to it, he stressed.  

He noted that the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) present an internationally agreed outcome-oriented set of targets for cooperation but a strong UN country presence is needed to help development partners realize these goals. Mr. Malloch Brown also envisioned a radical simplification of the world body’s collective country presence. 
UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) Executive Director Carol Bellamy said the agency was engaged in an intensive and collective dialogue on how to simplify and harmonize rules and procedures of funds and programmes to allow country-level programmatic considerations to drive the process, as well as to allow governments and governmental priorities to set the context. 

Ms. Bellamy said among the specific tools of interest would be the joint strategy meetings, which would replace four separate meetings with national counterparts and reduce workloads for all partners and ensure transparency.
Thoraya Obaid, Executive Director of the UN Population Fund (UNFPA), said the conversion of the Millennium Goals into a road map, both for national development and international cooperation, had created many new opportunities for working together in a coherent and harmonized way to achieve global peace, security and prosperity, through the eradication of poverty the world over.  In that context, there was a major and vital role for the world body, she added.
UN World Food Programme (WFP) Deputy Executive Director Jean-Jacques Graisse said the transition from relief to development had been on the international community’s agenda often over the last decade. The UN Development Group (UNDG) is working with country teams to identify problems impacting their ability to respond effectively in situations of transition and to assess the lessons learned. 
* *** *

__________________________________________________________________________________________











3 July 2003

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Stephane Dujarric, Associate Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon, and sorry for the delay.

**Guest at Noon

At my right is Ambassador Kuniko Inoguchi of Japan, the Chair-designate of the First Biennial Meeting of States to Consider the Implementation of the Programme of Action to Prevent, Combat and Eradicate the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in All Its Aspects.  And she is here joining us today to brief you on the work of the weeklong meeting, which begins on Monday.  So, as soon as I am done with my briefing we’ll turn it over to you, Ambassador.
**Deputy Secretary-General
This morning, the General Assembly just adopted the resolution on the prevention of armed conflict after two years of negotiations.

In a statement to the Assembly, the Deputy Secretary-General, Louise Fréchette, welcomed the adoption of this historic resolution, which is a response to the report of the Secretary-General of 2001.

“I hope it will become a landmark for our efforts in this field”, she said.  “As the Secretary-General reminded us in his report, we have an obligation to the victims of violence around the world to take seriously the challenge of prevention and to move from rhetoric to reality.” 

She pledged that the Secretariat, for its part, is committed to strengthening the capacity of the United Nations system in order to carry out more effectively its responsibilities for the prevention of armed conflict.

We have a full text of her statement available in our office upstairs.

**Liberia
Turning to the situation in Liberia, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees today reports that a UNHCR rescue ship was steaming today towards Liberia to begin the emergency evacuation of thousands of Sierra Leonean refugees who have fled to the besieged capital city, Monrovia.

Meanwhile, an increasing number of spontaneous arrivals from Liberia are being reported in other West African countries.  A UNHCR staff reports that several vessels, ranging from small fishing boats to larger ships, began arriving in June and are now showing up with increasing frequency in Ghana.

The Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs reports that displaced populations in Monrovia are choosing to remain in impromptu settlements around the city, as the security situation remains tense despite a truce.  Internally displaced persons (IDPs) remain highly susceptible to outbreaks of diseases due to shortages of clean drinking water and sanitation facilities.

In response to reports of cases of measles in Monrovia, UNICEF and the World Health Organization in collaboration with the ministry of health and non-governmental organizations are conducting immunization campaigns against measles and tetanus.

The four water tankers provided by the European Union continue to truck water to both IDPs and Monrovia city residents.  The quantity of water provided to IDPs (approximately four litres per person per day), however, continues to be far below the target of 15 litres per person per day.  If security allows, humanitarian agencies will chlorinate wells around Monrovia, though their chlorine stocks are reported to be low.

Efforts to provide sanitation facilities are complicated by the rainy season and by Monrovia’s terrain, which makes the construction of latrines problematic.  Some areas are very rocky, while others are flat and water logged, which makes them unsuitable for those constructions.

The Force Commander for United Nations Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL) is in Accra, Ghana, today.  Lieutenant General Daniel Ishmael Opande is attending a meeting of the Defence and Security Commission of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) which is discussing the composition and mandate of a force for Liberia as part of the ongoing peace talks in that city.

The Commission is made up of the chiefs of defence staff of ECOWAS members.

**Security Council Mission
Arriving in Conakry, Guinea yesterday, the Mission of Security Council members met with the leader of the rebel movement Liberians United for Reconciliation and Democracy (LURD) Seku Conneh, and had scheduled meetings today with President Lansana Conte and/or Prime Minister Lamine Sidime, and Foreign Minister Francois Lonceny Fall.

The Mission, led by British Ambassador Jeremy Greenstock, is scheduled to depart today for Freetown, Sierra Leone, its last stop, before returning to New York this Saturday.

In Accra, following a series of meetings with participants in the Liberian peace talks that began on 4 June, Ambassador Greenstock outlined a number of points the mission had made clear to the parties, which included full respect for and implementation of the ceasefire that has been agreed between the parties in conflict; urgent progress towards a comprehensive political settlement that there can be no military solution to this crisis; and full and immediate respect on the ground for international human rights and humanitarian law and full and immediate access for humanitarian organizations.

**Security Council
Here in New York, Michael Steiner, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Kosovo, gave his last briefing to the Security Council during which he read excerpts from an open letter from Kosovo Albanian leaders to “Displaced Residents of Kosovo in Serbia-Montenegro and Macedonia” to return home.

We have copies of both his statement and the letter available upstairs.

Steiner will be here to speak with you shortly and we expect that about 12:45 p.m. or after.

The Council has also scheduled a vote on a draft resolution which gives the UN Iraq-Kuwait Observer Force a final mandate of three months.  In the draft resolution the Council notes the Force and the DMZ between the two countries are no longer necessary.  During these three months, the Force will be liquidating its assets.

**Democratic Republic of Congo
Concerning the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), the UN Mission in the DRC said that the Congolese Rally for Democracy (RCD/G) began disengaging its troops from Lubero, North Kivu province early Tuesday at 7 a.m.

This 15-kilometre disengagement from the town of Lubero is in line with the agreement signed last June in Beni between the Government, RCD/G and Congolese Rally for Democracy-Kisangani/Liberation Movement.

The UN Mission also said that security conditions are improving in Bunia and the population began returning gradually to the town.  The World Food Program has provided 600 tons of food and non-food items to assist the populations in dire need in Bunia.

Amos Namanga Ngongi, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative, has ended his nearly two-year mandate as head of the UN Mission.  His successor, William Swing, is due to arrive in Kinshasa Saturday, 5 July.

**Afghanistan
In Afghanistan, a delegation of the Multi-Party Security Commission, accompanied by the UN Mission in Afghanistan, has managed to broker a ceasefire between the Jamiat and the Jumbesh factions in Mazar-i-Sharif.  While tensions are still high, the UN Mission said that the ceasefire, which was put in place last Sunday night, is holding.

The World Food Programme has announced that it is to step up its support to Afghanistan’s education system through food aid.  It said that, for the next two years, over 2 million school children would be targeted, in an effort to provide food assistance to encourage enrolment, attendance and school performance, especially for girls.  The project cost during the two-year period is estimated at $97 million.

**International Labour Organization
A couple of press releases.  The International Labour Organization, in cooperation with the UN, the World Bank, youth leaders and other organizations, has launched a new initiative to help to create 1 billion new jobs worldwide for youth over the next decade.  The initiative, a so-called five-step road map for national action plans on youth employment, is designed to convert “policy work to action at the country level” and to develop and implement strategies that give young people everywhere a real chance to find decent and productive work.

More information is available on that.

**Food and Agriculture Organization
From the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), Director-General Jacques Diouf of the FAO yesterday called on African leaders to clearly indicate the key role of agriculture in the economic development and the reduction of poverty and food insecurity in their countries, by putting more effort and funds into the agricultural sector.

**Signing Ceremony
And in a ceremony held earlier at Headquarters, Dr. María del Rocio Sáenz Madrigal, Minister of Health of Costa Rica, signed the “Framework Convention on Tobacco Control”.

**Week Ahead at the United Nations

And that’s it for me, today being the last day of the working week; we do have your Week Ahead.  And before we turn to Ambassador Inoguchi, do you have any questions? 

Questions and Answers

Question:  As you probably know, the Staff Union just had a press conference where they’re saying that you, the Secretariat has decided to end the mandate of the Staff Union as of Monday, 7 July.  They accuse you not only you, the Secretariat of interfering with elections, censorship and basically bad-faith negotiations.  What’s your side of this?

Associate Spokesman:  Well, obviously management is not interfering in the work of the Union.  The Staff Council’s own by-laws call for elections every two years.  Those elections are meant to be held through polling officers who also serve for two years.  There was an election for polling officers in May, the elections were held, and the Staff Council ruled the results of the elections invalid.  Therefore, we were in the situation where there were two competing groups of polling officers.  Management did try to facilitate a resolution of that disagreement by encouraging the various parties to meet and discuss.  Those efforts were, unfortunately, not successful so, therefore, elections could not be held.  So, that is not management’s doing.  The Staff Council annulled the elections of the polling officers; therefore, the elections could not take place.

Question:  Wait, excuse me, can I follow up?

Associate Spokesman:  Yes.

Question:  Why is the failure to hold these elections grounds for basically abolishing the Staff Union?

Associate Spokesman:  We’re not abolishing the Staff Union.  Their mandate, their by-laws, say that their term ends and they should have had new officers elected.  The elections did not take place.  It’s important to note that the Staff Regulations as promulgated by the General Assembly, as adopted by the General Assembly, call for biennial elections for staff representatives.  The elections could not take place; therefore, from a reading of their own Staff Council by-laws, their term comes to an end.

Question:  So, the term of the Staff Council comes to an end; the existence of the Staff Union does not come to an end.

Associate Spokesman:  Staff will continue to be represented.  And the term itself “Staff Union” means the staff as a whole, so you know, the Staff, as a whole, will continue to have access through management directly.  And, more importantly, there is still representation at the unit level.  There are elections held at the unit level within the Secretariat Staff; there are about 50 units.  Those representatives still hold office and are representative of the Staff.  So, there’s still Staff representation.  Erwin?

Question:  I mean, who can, without the Staff Union, without the Staff Union’s staff in place, who can organize elections?

Associate Spokesman:  The polling officers.  But they would have to...

Question:  But they’re disagreeing...

Associate Spokesman:  Right, they would have to, there has to be an agreement between the various groups of polling officers as to who won that election.  We take no side between the two groups; we tried to facilitate that.  They have to then come to an agreement on finding polling officers that are duly elected.

Question:  The bottom line seems to be that there is no way, without people in place, to get out of this morass; there’s no way out.  And the Staff Union says that they think that this is the Secretariat’s way of preventing them from protecting the rights of the workers.

Associate Spokesman:  We’re not interfering.  The polling officers are, and if my reading of the Staff Council regulations is right, the polling officers are elected by the unit representatives and unit chairs whose mandate is still valid; who are still in office.  So, they can hold these elections to elect polling officers.  It is up to them to do that.  We tried; they were in a bind, we tried to facilitate the disagreement on both sides and that was unsuccessful.  But we’re in no way blocking, cancelling the Staff Council.

Question:  The officers, who just gave the press conference, just had a couple of things; first, this has never happened before in the past.  There’s been a continuation of the Union under such circumstances or the Council, anyway, -- I am not sure what’s what, -- Council, Committee, Union.  But they’re saying that this is unprecedented.  Why this year has it been closed down whereas it hasn’t been in the past?  And then on just another issue, they’re claiming that Management has censored Union publications, it’s been shut down because basically management was unhappy with their stance, for example on the new staff selection system.  I was wondering if you could respond to those?

Associate Spokesman:  On staff issues that were to be worked out with Management through what is normally called the Staff Management Coordinating Committee, the representatives of the Staff Council did not participate and left the discussions when there were discussions on the issue of permanent contracts.  I think that management has been discussing these issues in good faith with the Staff Council.  As to what happened previously, I can’t speak to that, I can only speak to the current situation.

Question:  Just to follow up.  On permanent contracts, essentially, a system was put in place in the nineties to end the system of permanent contracts.  The Union got upset, you guys supposedly started talking but then they just walked out of the talks because they refused to engage on the subject?  Can you just give a little sense of what’s happening here?

Associate Spokesman:  My understanding is that they walked out of these discussions.  As to why they walked out, I think you’ll have to ask them.  All I know is that they did not participate in the talks.  Any other questions?

Question:  Can I ask one on Liberia?

Associate Spokesman:  Yes.

Question:  Have you had any indications from the US Government as to when they might respond to the Secretary-General’s call for an emergency peacekeeping force to be sent there, a coalition of the willing or...?

Associate Spokesman:  I don’t have any information on timing.  David?

Question:  How about the SG’s telephone call with Secretary of State Powell yesterday afternoon?  Do you have anything on what was discussed?

Associate Spokesman:  The Secretary-General and the Secretary of State have had a number of phone calls over the last 48 hours, all mostly focusing on Liberia, as you can imagine.  But, I think all these discussions are ongoing, so I don’t have any details to share with you.

Question:  Do you know what they were discussing during those phone calls..., no timetable?

Associate Spokesman:  I don’t have any exact details to share with you on those phone calls.

Question:  Is there a plan for them to meet?

Associate Spokesman:  I don’t know of a plan for them to meet, but I do know they stay in close touch by telephone.

Question:  On this, I mean, during the Ituri situation, the Secretariat played quite an active role in helping to facilitate whatever, think about terms of the mandate and all the rest, for the French-led mission.  But is that not the case here is basically the Secretariat taking a much more of a back seat waiting to see what the US suggests?

Associate Spokesman:  The Secretariat is very much involved through phone calls between the Secretary-General and the Secretary of State; through the participation, as I just told you, of the Force Commander of UNAMSIL and the ECOWAS military committee, and ECOWAS would very likely play a role in any multinational force.  So, we’re engaged.

Ambassador, over to you.

* *** *
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UNEP and the Executive Director in the news





� HYPERLINK  \l "politics" ��The San Diego Tribune - Learning the ABCs of science and politics�


� HYPERLINK  \l "get" ��The Hindu - 12 FIRMS GET NOD FOR 'CARBON TRADING'�


� HYPERLINK  \l "dry" ��The Straits Times - The world's taps are running dry�


















































Reuters - Treaty regulating GMO trade to start in September
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