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US Coastguard deploys environmental   warriors to Gulf
                ABOARD US COASTGUARD CUTTER WALNUT,  Manama - U.S. Coastguard forces deployed in the Gulf  are preparing for environmental disaster if Iraq  responds to any U.S.-led war by deliberately releasing

oil into the sea. 

                "We're here to respond to oil spills that may be the result of  environmental terrorism," says Lieutenant Commander   James Hanzalik from Biloxi, Mississippi.  Hanzalik belongs to the Coastguard's Strike Force which

responds to chemical and environmental emergencies.

                The Strike Force was most recently called in to help  manage hazardous debris after the space shuttle Columbia  crashed last month, and was also called in during the  anthrax scares in Florida and Washington following the  September 11, 2001, hijacked airliner attacks on the United  States.

                "This is the first time in my knowledge that there's been an  effort to respond to environmental terrorism due to oil spills  during a war," Hanzalik told Reuters aboard the U.S.  Coastguard Cutter Walnut in port in Manama, Bahrain.

                The Walnut, based in Hawaii, is part of a range of Navy and  Coastguard vessels which could be used to contain any oil  spill if Iraqi President Saddam Hussein decided to turn on  the taps, as Washington fears he may in the event of a war.

                Chief petty officer Mike Jolly, another member of the Strike  Force, said Iraq released millions of gallons of oil during the   Gulf War in 1991 and this time U.S. forces were planning in  advance how they will respond.

                "We know we're not going to be able to contain it all, no  one could, but I think we will be able to contain a good  majority of it and minimise the impact," said Jolly, who is  from Reidsville, North Carolina.

                Allied forces said during the Gulf War that Iraq caused a  huge oil slick by dumping some 11 million barrels of crude  from storage tanks and ships at Kuwait's Mina al-Ahmadi   terminal.

                The slick polluted miles of sandy beaches on Saudi   Arabia's northeast coast. A second slick also oozed from  Iraq's Mina al-Bakr terminal near the mouth of the Shatt  al-Arab waterway.

                SOME POLLUTION INEVITABLE

                The Walnut has special skimming equipment to pump oil  into inflatable barges carrying up to 25,000 gallons each.   Oil would then be transferred into ships to be taken away.

                "You're not going to get it all. It's going to hit the beach, it's  going to become weathered and some of it is going to sink.  You get as much as you can as early as you can," Jolly  said.

                Cleaning up any spills will be complicated by conflict, with  dozens of warships operating in the Gulf and by the risk of  mines.

                "We're not going to put the ship or the crew at risk for oil by  going into a minefield," Jolly said.

                "People are a bit nervous about it," said Lieutenant  Commander Chris Smith, commanding officer on the  Walnut, which is also capable of laying buoys and  conducting search and rescue and law enforcement

operations.

                "We are used to operating in a fairly benign environment but  we have done a lot of training for it," said Smith, from Idaho   Springs, Colorado.

                Hanzalik said coalition forces were ready to work with Gulf  countries to deal with any environmental operations if  necessary. "We learned a lot from the Gulf War and we're  taking that lesson and deploying it," he said.

________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

FAO: Fresh Water Supplies Depend on Healthy  Forests 
                      ROME, Italy, March 6, 2003 (ENS) - The loss of forest cover and  conversion of forested land to other uses can degrade supplies of fresh   water, threatening the survival of millions of people and damaging the

environment, finds a new study issued by the United Nations Food and   Agriculture Organization (FAO). The study was published today in   advance of next weeks' annual meeting of the agency's Committee on

Forestry. Some 300 participants from more than 100 countries are   expected to attend. 

                                                Forest in the Peruvian Amazon (Photo  courtesy South American Trekker)

                         The FAO's State of the World's   Forests 2003 report will be   presented at the meeting, and   participants will address issues of  forests and freshwater, a study on the future of forests in Africa, and a   review of FAO programs in the  forestry sector. 

                          Watershed conditions can be best  improved if forests are managed  with human as well as hydrological  goals as a priority, says the FAO  study, "Forests and Freshwater - Issues and Options." 

                      Watershed degradation has been recognized in many countries as a  serious threat to the environment and to the survival of people living in  watershed and downstream areas over the past 20 years, the study  observes. 

                      Several countries have made reversing watershed degradation a  priority. But some of these watershed management programs failed to  achieve their goals, the study says, because they neglected to consider

the needs and behaviors of human beings and instead focused only on   conservation aspects of natural resources. 

                      The lack of long term commitment to address underlying causes of   forest and watershed degradation also contributed to the failures, the  agency reports. 

                      The FAO paper on forests and fresh water stresses the need to   "improve national awareness and policy environment in support of the  sustainable management of mountain forests and upland areas." 

                      Forested mountains,   Carinthia, Austria (Photo  by Ian Britton courtesy  FreeFoto)

                      Mountainous forested  watersheds are the  most important   freshwater yielding  areas in the world, the  study says, but they  are also the source  areas for landslides, torrents and floods." 

                      To prevent or lessen disasters in mountainous terrain, healthy forest  cover must be maintained on watersheds that are subject to torrential  rainfall, advises the FAO. 

                      In addition, the agency recommends the development of programs that  combine forest protection with zoning, floodplain management and   engineering structures to protect people from landslides, debris flows

and floods. 

                      The largest and most damaging floods in major rivers are not affected  by the extent of watershed forest cover, the agency says, but moderate and localized floods can increase when forests are removed. Healthy

upland and riparian forests can keep high levels of sediment from being  deposited in rivers, lakes and reservoirs during floods, the study says. 

                      The economic value of water must be recognized, the FAO states, and recommends "reducing water subsidies and treating water as a  commodity rather than a free good" so that economic incentives can support better watershed management. 

                           Forest in Mexico's   southern Yucatan   Peninsula (Photo courtesy  Clark University)

                           With economic   incentives in place,  new management   techniques can be  attempted, the agency  says, such as replacing  trees that consume a  great deal of water with species that consume less when forests in   municipal watersheds are thinned or logged. 

                      A new entity, as yet unnamed, that links forests and water is proposed   in the FAO Medium Term Plan 2004-2009, reflecting the importance   the FAO accords to the conservation of water resources. The proposal

aims to upgrade national awareness and the policy environment in  support of the sustainable management of the water resources of  mountain forests and uplands. 

                      Understanding of the role and application of forest hydrology and the  identification of essential elements for effective watershed  management are the foundation, and upon it the new entity would                 develop, demonstrate and promote appropriate technologies and   practical methods. 

                      Forest elephant in the Dzanga-Sangha  Dense Forest Special Reserve, Central   African Republic (Photo courtesy Bushtracks  Expeditions)

                      This entity would cover the servicing  of the Committee on Forestry, other  statutory bodies in forestry such as   the Regional Forestry Commissions,  the Advisory Committee on Paper  and Wood Products, the  International Poplar Commission, Silva Mediterranea, the Working  Group of the African Forestry and

Wildlife Commission, and the Panel   of Experts on Forest Genetic  Resources. The agency views it as

a focal point for interaction with forestry officers in far flung FAO  offices, and those temporarily working with other organizations. 

                      The agency believes that the new entity would work with stakeholders  as a follow up to the recommendations of the United Nations  International Year of Mountains 2002 and the International Year of

Freshwater 2003. 

                      Throughout its forests and freshwater report, the FAO team  emphasizes enhanced communication with local communities and  stakeholders, expanded educational and training programs, and sharing  of effective techniques with local residents to increase the conservation  of forested watersheds. 

                      The Committee on Forestry will also consider the recently completed  FAO Forestry Outlook Study for Africa which provides a 20 year  perspective and long term planning framework. 

                        Forest fire on Mount   Kilimanjaro, Tanzania   (Photo courtesy )

                              Factors expected to  have an impact on  African forests over   the next 20 years  include "the varying   pace of political and  institutional changes, frequent conflicts and  wars, demographic   changes, high debt  burden, declining development assistance and persistent poverty and food insecurity," according to the Forestry Outlook Study for Africa. 

                      Without fundamental changes, Africa will experience "continued high  losses of forest cover, deterioration in the state of the environment,  depletion of non-wood forest products in general and medicinal plants in  particular, and a significant decline in productivity and in purchasing  capacity on national and local markets as a result of HIV/AIDS," the   outlook study warns. 

                      The FAO states, "The relationship between forests and freshwater in   both tropical and temperate regions needs to be further understood if  forests are to be better managed to sustain the productivity of uplands

without affecting humans and the soil and water on which they  depend."

________________________________________________________________________________________

ABC News

Battle Scars

Considering Possible Environmental Fallout From a New Gulf War

March 5 

— Matthew Naud remembers when a thick, dirty fog meant he could barely see two blocks from his high window at a Bahrain hotel. 

"It was like a bad San Francisco fog, but you knew it wasn't fog," said Naud, an environmental consultant who visited Kuwait and surrounding regions in the spring following the 1991 Gulf War. 

The "fog" was, in fact, plumes of oil soot that had wafted from more than 600 environmentally devastating oil well fires throughout Kuwait. 

If the previous Gulf War is any indication, the environmental destruction any new conflict could cause is daunting. And since Iraq is home to two vital rivers and sensitive marshland, some fear the damage could be even more severe. 

"The worst thing about war is it kills people," said Jonathan Lash, president of the World Resources Institute, an independent nonprofit environmental organization. "But the potential scorecard of environmental damage in Iraq is also catastrophic." 

Lessons From an Oiled and Scarred Kuwait 

Upon the Iraqis' retreat from Kuwait in 1991, Saddam Hussein instructed his troops to set fire to more than 600 oil wells in their wake. Soot and vapor drifted through the air for up to a 1,000-mile radius. 

The resulting fires spewed millions of barrels of oil, releasing 500 million tons of carbon in the air and, according to environmental assessments released after the war, resulting in the largest oil spill in history. 

Massive lakes of oil pooled in once-fertile croplands — one oil lake in southern Kuwait was a half-mile long and 25 feet deep. The World Resources Institute said it contained nine times as much oil as the Exxon Valdez spill. It took fire crews nine months to put out the blazes. 

Some 6 million to 8 million barrels of oil dumped into the Indian Ocean created oil slicks that coated the shoreline. BirdLife International, a global partnership of nongovernmental conservation organizations, estimates the layers of thick, black goop killed 35,000 wintering birds and tens of thousands of wading birds. 

The U.N. Environmental Program deemed the catastrophe "one of the worst engineered disasters of humanity." 

Meanwhile, movement of heavy machinery by U.S., allied and Iraqi troops altered up to 90 percent of the Kuwaiti desert's surface. A quarter of the desert was covered in oil or deposits of oily soot. And unexploded bombs left on the desert sand have since killed herds of wild camels and other animals. 

This time, Saddam has denied he would set fire to oil wells or blow up Iraq's dams to impede invaders. 

"Iraq does not burn its wealth and it does not destroy its dams," he said in a recent interview with CBS' Dan Rather. 

But few are willing to take Saddam at his word. 

More Vulnerable Terrain 

"I think there's every chance there will be purposeful environmental terrorism despite what [Saddam] has said," said John Hillen, a former U.S. Army captain who served in the 1991 Gulf War. "In this conflict — if it happens — his state is at stake. I think that measure of desperation could lead him to do almost anything." 

Others point out that there may be much more at risk in a war staged within Iraq's borders. If, for example, Saddam reneges on his promise and orders troops to light his nation's oil wells, the damage could be far greater — Iraq hosts 1,500 oil wells, more than any other nation except Saudi Arabia. 

And unlike Kuwait's mostly desert environment, terrain around Iraqi oil wells includes some sensitive ecosystems. 

Some scholars believe the Iraqi region — called Mesopotamia in ancient times — was home to the lush, biblical Garden of Eden. If true, the description of Eden likely stemmed from the once-fertile croplands and marshlands that are fed by two majestic rivers, the Tigris and the Euphrates. 

Saddam’s Additional Damage 

Saddam's government has already inflicted massive damage on Iraq's marshlands by inserting more than 30 dams along the rivers and draining much of their flow. Lash says a war could lead to even more problems. 

He fears that oil spills or possibly fallout from a chemical weapon could enter one of Iraq's rivers and infect these vital resources. Tainted water in the Tigris or Euphrates could then end up in the Gulf, where currents would spread the pollution ever further. 

At stake are Iraq's fisheries and an already hurting bird population. 

"Waders and waterbirds will be particularly at risk from oil spills because Iraq is at the northern end of the Arabian Gulf [another name for the Persian Gulf], which is one of the top five sites in the world for wintering water birds and a key refueling area for hundreds of thousands of migratory waterbirds during the spring and autumn period," according to Mike Evans of BirdLife International. 

Among the threatened species are wading birds like the sacred ibis and the Goliath heron, as well as at least 66 species of wintering birds, including the Iraq babbler and Dalmatian pelican. Marshland animals like the smooth-coated otter would also be threatened. 

Quashed Resources Affect Human Populations, Too 

People would also be affected by environmental damage wrought in a war. 

"A war can hurt people in more than one way," pointed out Naud, the environmental consultant. "If the environment is damaged, so is their livelihood." 

Lash says contamination of water sources from a war in a region where water is already scarce could lead to widespread starvation. Fumes from oil fires can lead to cancer and oil-soaked croplands can seriously deplete food resources. 

Lt. Cmdr. Nick Balice of U.S. Central Command at MacDill Air Force Base in Tampa, Fla., maintains troops will try, as always, to mitigate damage to the environment if the United States and allies stage an attack in Iraq. 

"In the event that we should go to war in Iraq, anytime we do anything like that we're concerned about environmental damage," he said. 

Former Army captain Hillen further argues many Army personnel are actually "closet environmentalists [who] might not show up at the next Greenpeace rally, but they have a protective mentality about the environment because they spend a lot of their time outdoors." 

But no matter how careful a staged attack might be, it is the fallout from the unknown — such as fighting in urban centers or destroying possible chemical weapon facilities or an unexpected act of intentional environmental damage by Saddam — that concerns Naud. 

"We may be trying to make good decisions," said Naud, "but it's the things we don't yet have a handle on that worry me." 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Topical News Issues
Kerala, Karnataka benefit from UNEP solar power initiative
Keralanext.com, Mar 06, 2003 - New Delhi: A $7.6 million initiative by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) will enable 18,000 households in Karnataka and Kerala access solar energy to light their homes. 
The money will be channelled through the Syndicate Bank and the Canara Bank, to offer clean electricity from solar power by reducing the cost of photovoltaic solar home systems.
http://www.keralanext.com/news/index.asp?id=8313 

_________________________________________________________________________________________
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Hybrids Could Provide Way Out of Banana Crisis




By Thelma Mejía*
Banana varieties obtained by Honduran scientists could be the answer to the biological threat looming over this fruit's Cavendish family, the most exported banana type in the world.
TEGUCIGALPA - The Honduran Foundation for Agricultural Research (FHIA) has developed alternatives to the potential demise of the Cavendish banana, the most widely exported variety and one that is threatened by a lethal plague, an FHIA spokesman told Tierramérica. 

The test varieties FHIA 17 and FHIA 23 possess traits and a taste similar to the Cavendish and could replace it, Roberto Tejeda, the institution's communications manager told Tierramérica.

Since it was founded in 1984, the FHIA has achieved six banana hybrids that are resistant to black sigatoka and to some forms of Panama disease, two types of fungus infestations that are devastating banana plantations in several regions around the world.

These hybrids also demonstrate some resistance to other pests, such as parasite worms that attacks the roots of the banana tree.

The FHIA 17 and FHIA 23 trial hybrids are the product of conventional genetic crosses, using natural pollination methods, in a process that has allowed scientists and farmers to confront the fungus threat without affecting the environment, says Tejeda.

The intensive use of pesticides to fight these fungi is environmentally harmful and means high production costs for small and medium size farming operations.

The FHIA has not turned to genetic engineering as an option either. The results achieved through conventional crossbreeding techniques are encouraging for now, but there is still much to be done, Tejeda said.

The FHIA is one of just five institutions worldwide that are dedicated to improving the security of the banana, the fourth leading food crop in the world, after rice, maize and wheat.

In contrast, there are around a thousand institutions around the globe that are specialized in rice research.

The FHIA is part of the International Network for the Improvement of the Banana and Plantain (INIBAP), based in France, with the mandate to promote scientific investigation of this fruit.

INIBAP has called attention to the plant health problems confronting banana growers in Asia, Australia and Africa. In those regions, the fusarium fungus, which triggers what is known as race 4 of Panama disease, has attacked the banana varieties of the Cavendish group, the most consumed bananas in the western world.

To date, there does not exist a pesticide to fight this soil-inhabiting organism, nor are there any Cavendish varieties that are resistant to fusarium wilt.

Earlier this year, INIBAP issued a warning that the extinction of the Cavendish is on the horizon and expressed concern that fusarium would soon spread to the commercial banana plantations in Latin America and the Caribbean.

The FHIA has two varieties that are resistant to black sigatoka but not the race 4 of Panama disease, and are being grown at experiment stations in countries like Cuba, Colombia and Ecuador.

The hybrids that the FHIA works with are geared towards the consumption of cooked banana, which is in high demand in Latin America, the Caribbean and Africa, while in Europe the population eats the fruit fresh, Tejeda explained.

Confronting the fusarium challenge requires financing research to prevent the fungus from appearing in those Latin American varieties, said the scientist. 

The FHIA is urging "the transnational banana companies to work with other related institutions to obtain resources that would facilitate research and consolidate it to the benefit of consumers, trade and scientific development," Tejeda said.

The Honduran institution spends 400,000 dollars a year on banana and plantain research, with most of the resources coming from INIBAP.

Obtaining funding is a constant struggle faced by the agricultural research institutions of the developing South, noted Tejeda.

"As the years pass, in Latin America the total resources for scientific research has been diminishing, and this is something we are experiencing firsthand," he said. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

ROE NEWS UPDATE

General environment news

Situation in the Caspian Sea becomes tense

Moscow, 4 March. Negotiations on the legal status of the Caspian Sea become more tense.  The Government of Kazakhstan expressed its dissatisfaction with the Russian military presence in the Caspian Sea.  Mr. M. Altynbaev, Minister of Defence of Kazakhstan, declared the intention of the country to create its military fleet to defend its oil enterprises in the Caspian Sea. Mr. Kaluzhny, Special Representative of the Russian president replied that it "made to sense" to create new military fleet in the Caspian Sea. Kazakhstan does not agree any more that Russian military boats should defend Kazakh oil fields and will seek support from the USA and the UK.

http://www.ng.ru/printed/cis/2003-03-04/5_Caspian.html
Public organization against ecologists

Novosibirsk, 27 February. Today a new public organization was established in Novosibirsk, Russia.  The motto of the organization is "environment action leads nowhere".  The organization will unite everybody who is "fed

up with greens" who impede natural course of industrial development. The organization suggests to stop protecting nature and to help the "motherland to earn money".  Presently the organization is in search for scientists who would help to "discredit ecologists' myths about the ozone hole, global warming, dangers of importing nuclear fuel".   The organization believes that it will be financially supported by the Russian industry.

http://www.izvestia.ru.

Ban on fair information on the state of environment

Moscow, 28 February.  The Centre of ecological policy of the Russian Federation sent a letter to the General public persecutor accusing Mr. A. Povolotski, Deputy Minister of Natural Resources, of exceeding his

authority.  Apparently Mr. Povolotski had sent a circular letter to the regional offices of the Ministry prohibiting to provide any negative information on the state of environment and geological situation.  Public organizations believe that this letter contradicts to the Russian constitution and the law on Environment protection.

http://www.izvestia.ru/community/30650
________________________________________________________________________________

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA - NEWS UPDATE

               March 07, 2003

Kenya to draw from Libya's experience in water harnessing 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - Kenya plans to draw from Libya's experience to harness the East African country's untapped water resources, acting Labour and Human Resource Development Minister Najib Balala said here Thursday. Speaking after discussions with Libyan Ambassador Taher Ali Marwan, the minister lamented that Kenya, which is well endowed with water catchment areas and adequate rainfall in most parts of the country, continues to experience acute water shortages. Ambassador Marwan said the Libyan people are impressed by the new government's efforts to deliver on promises made during last December's general elections. He urged the authorities in Nairobi to open an embassy in Tripoli with a view to strengthening ties between Libya and Kenya.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng043881&dte=06/03/2003
23,000 People Affected By Cyclone

UN Integrated Regional Information Networks: Some 23,000 Mozambicans have been affected by cyclone Japhet, which lashed the coast this week, the government's disaster management authority the INGC told IRIN on Thursday. The agency was still compiling figures for the number of people left homeless by the cyclone, which killed at least three people when it made landfall in the southern province of Inhambane on Monday. The winds tore the roofs off houses, brought down power lines and devastated crops. Tents, plastic sheeting and medicine have been sent to the affected areas, INGC official Rogerio Manguele said. "We have a contingency plan and we are trying to improve our response," Manguele added. This is the traditional cyclone season in Mozambique. In January, tropical depression Delfina killed at least 47 people, and washed away roads and bridges and destroyed crops and homes in the northern provinces of Nampula and Zambezia.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200303060439.html
Consumers Shun Bush-Meat for Fear of Ebola

UN Integrated Regional Information Networks: Bush-meat vendors in Ouesso, the largest town in the Republic of Congo's region of Sangha, have reported a sharp drop in sales due to consumers having been frightened by the Ebola virus ravaging a nearby area, a market administrator told IRIN. This dramatic situation had created new consumer patterns with people switching to fish, beef or chicken, Odi-Aya, a teacher in Ouesso, told IRIN. Outbreaks of Ebola have been associated with people eating primates infected with the virus. There is no cure, and prevention, prompt detection, as well as isolation of suspected cases, are considered the best way of halting its spread. So far, the disease has been confined to this region, especially in its districts of Mbomo and Kelle. Up until Wednesday, 89 of the 110 people registered with Ebola in Cuvette-Ouest had died the World Health Organisation reported. There had been an equally devastating impact on primates, Pierre Agnangoye, the coordinator of project to protect the forest ecosystems of Central Africa, said. "Of the 800 gorillas alive in the Odzala Pack and the Lossi Sanctuary, just 200 are left," he noted.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200303060208.html
Annan's Tip to Help Feed Africa

The East African Standard (Nairobi): UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan urged the world's wealthiest nations on yesterday to stop subsidizing their farmers as a first step toward dealing with famine in Africa. The plea came during a meeting at United Nations headquarters of a newly formed Group of Eight Contact Group on Food Security in Africa, created to give a higher profile to agricultural development issues as severe food shortages, aggravated by the Aids epidemic, threaten more than 30 million people in southern and northeastern Africa. The Group of Eight includes the Group of Seven highly industrialized nations - the United States, France, Britain, Germany, Canada, Japan and Italy - plus Russia. Annan told the contact group as its first meeting got under way those world governments had to deal with the structural causes of a looming famine as well as the lack of food itself. They needed to do more to develop agriculture, improve the global marketplace for farm goods and bolster the fight against Aids, which is rapidly killing off farmers while creating a generation of orphans in Africa, the UN leader said. –Reuters

http://allafrica.com/stories/200303060649.html
________________________________________________________________________________










6 March, 2003

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL


Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.


Good afternoon.  Our guest at the briefing today will be Olara Otunnu, the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed Conflict.   He’ll be briefing us about a recent visit he made to Sierra Leone.
**Secretary-General on Iraq
The Secretary-General was asked today by a reporter whether there was still a chance to achieve Security Council unity and avoid a war with Iraq, and he conceded that “the positions are very hard now” in the Council.  But he noted that, with the arrival of many Foreign Ministers for tomorrow’s Security Council meeting on Iraq, there will still be a chance to discuss the matter calmly.

He noted that there are several proposals on the table, including the draft resolution submitted by the United States, the United Kingdom and Spain; the French-German-Russian proposal; and an idea offered by Canada.  He added, “Until there is an actual vote, you cannot tell what will happen”.  The Secretary-General said he was working hard to encourage all sides to strive for a compromise and seek common ground.  He noted, “To make concessions, you get concessions”.

We have the transcript of that press encounter available upstairs.

**Secretary-General’s Meetings

I was asked yesterday about the Secretary-General’s meetings with Ambassadors of the permanent members of the Security Council.  With the two meetings on his programme today, he will have met with all five permanent members as well as with the President of the Council.

These meetings were at his request and are on the subject of Iraq.  They were all one-on-one, or will be one-on-one, and there will be no read-outs.

**UNMOVIC
Our daily update on the work of the weapons inspectors in Baghdad tells us that a team from the United Nations Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC) supervised the destruction of six more Al-Samoud

2 missiles, bringing to 34 the number of missiles destroyed to date.  Another missile team observed the final concrete encasing of the two destroyed missile casting chambers at Al Mutasim.  Teams from UNMOVIC and IAEA conducted a series of other inspections as well today.  These include visits to a phosphate mine and sulphur production plant.  

For more information, pick up the briefing note upstairs.

**Security Council

A preview of tomorrow’s meeting of Iraq is as follows.  The Security Council has scheduled 10 a.m. for an open meeting on Iraq.  In response to your questions yesterday, as of this morning, the Council Presidency says that

11 Foreign Ministers and one Deputy Foreign Minister are expected to attend this meeting.  We hope to have the list of speakers in order of speaking order by the end of today.

Then at 4 p.m. tomorrow, consultations are scheduled on Iraq.  We will keep you notified of any changes.

Meanwhile, out as a Security Council document today is the joint statement on Iraq by the Ministers for Foreign Affairs of France, Russia and Germany adopted in Paris yesterday.

There are no Council consultations or meetings today.

**Press Arrangements
The media arrangements for tomorrow’s meeting will be similar to those we’ve had in place for other high level meetings of the Security Council.  The Council stakeout area will be limited to 300 special pass holders.  As always, resident correspondents will not need passes.

One hundred passes for the Security Council press gallery will be distributed on a first come first serve basis to print media journalists. Resident correspondents will need one of those passes to access the Security Council Chamber.  All passes can be picked up from the Media Liaison office on the second floor of this building, starting at 5 p.m. today.

Conference Room 1, in the basement, will be set up as an overflow room for media and staff.  Facilities in that room will be provided to broadcasters to record the Council proceedings. 

For your colleagues that still do not have a grounds pass for the UN compound, the pass office in the UNITAR building will remain open until

6 tonight and reopen at 8 a.m. tomorrow.


**UNIKOM


The United Nations Mission in Iraq, between Iraq and Kuwait on the border, the UNIKOM, has reported numerous violations of the demilitarized zone between Iraq and Kuwait since 4 March, by personnel in civilian clothes, in 4x4 vehicles, at least some of whom were armed and identified themselves as U.S. Marines. 

On 5 March, UNIKOM observed three breaches that had been cut in the electric fence erected by the Government of Kuwait along the border with Iraq in Sector North of the demilitarized zone.  UNIKOM has raised this matter with the Government of Kuwait and requested advance information of any similar future construction projects in the demilitarized zone. 


This information is being brought to the attention of the President of the Security Council.  


**Statement Attributable to the Spokesman/Middle East


The following statement is attributable to the Spokesman. 

“The Secretary-General deeply deplores the use of disproportionate and excessive force by the Israeli Defense Forces in the Jabalya Refugee Camp in Gaza earlier today, which reportedly led to the killing of 11 Palestinians and the injuring of more than 140.  Such military actions in densely populated areas, as well as the demolition of Palestinian homes, cannot be accepted as a legitimate means of self-defence and violate international humanitarian law.  The Secretary-General once again wishes to remind Israel of its obligations in this regard, and in particular, of the need to protect the lives of civilians.”



**Arab Foreign Ministers

The Secretary-General’s meeting this afternoon with a group of Arab Foreign Ministers, as well as the Secretary-General of the Arab League, Amr Moussa, known as the Presidential Committee, has been pushed back from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m., due to the weather.  The Foreign Ministers at the meeting are from Tunisia, Lebanon, Syria, Egypt, and Bahrain, in addition to the Arab League Secretary-General.

**Counter-Terrorism Committee
The Security Council’s Counter-Terrorism Committee today convened a special meeting bringing together representatives of 60 international, regional and subregional organizations, and the Secretary-General opened the meeting this morning by pointing to the Council’s firm commitment to fight terrorism in every instance.

The Secretary-General warned that terrorists could do much more damage if they were to acquire weapons of mass destruction and said it has never been more important to strengthen the multilateral regimes to prevent the proliferation of such weapons.  He stressed the need to develop an international program of action to fight terrorism, founded on “an unshakable commitment to upholding the rule of law”.  And he also pointed to the compelling need to fight poverty and injustice, suffering and war, to help counter the conditions that serve as a justification to those who would commit terrorist acts.

We have his speech in my office.

Aside from the Secretary-General’s address, the rest of today’s meeting is closed, but a communiqué will be issued at the end of today’s proceedings.  The Counter-Terrorism Committee will discuss, in the coming weeks, an action plan and issue recommendations on coordinated global action by international, regional and subregional organizations.

**Afghanistan

In a report entitled “The Situation of Women and Children in Afghanistan”, the Secretary-General states that, despite positive developments, intimidation and violence by regional and local commanders against women continue unabated.  In many rural areas, the situation of women has not changed since the Taliban’s rule ended.

The report goes on to say that more efforts are needed to repeal legislative measures that discriminate against women and girls particularly with regard to education, access to healthcare, employment and political participation.  The report also states that overall high illiteracy levels of women and girls continue to be one of the key obstacles to their full participation in society.  Nevertheless, it also highlights that 30 per cent of the 3 million children who have returned to school since March 2002 are girls.  

The Secretary-General’s report is available in my Office. 

Also on women’s education in Afghanistan, the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) is going to launch a new partnership with the Afghan Ministry of Education and the Ministry of Women’s Affairs, on International Women’s Day, to produce the country’s first literacy textbook for women, 79 per cent of whom are illiterate.  The textbook will focus on the subject of life skills within an Islamic context.  Chapters will concentrate on issues such as the importance of family, raising healthy children, food, the environment, housekeeping, respect and understanding, marriage, and employment.

**International Women’s Day

International Women’s Day is on Saturday and will be observed here tomorrow with a discussion on the theme “Gender Equality and the Millennium Development Goals”.  Deputy Secretary-General Louise Fréchette will make opening remarks and is expected to emphasize that gender equality is essential to meeting the Millennium Development Goals.

The event will be chaired by Under-Secretary-General for Communications and Public Information, Shashi Tharoor, and speakers include High Commissioner for Human Rights, Sergio Vieira de Mello and the Secretary-General’s Special Envoy for HIV/AIDS in Asia, Nafis Sadik.  The event will be webcast on the United Nations Web site.

We have embargoed copies of the Deputy Secretary-General’s remarks and the Secretary-General’s message on the Day has already been issued as a press release.  We also have a backgrounder and note with more information on tomorrow’s event, as well as a press release from UN agencies and programmes.

**Cyprus

There was a question yesterday on Cyprus, and I’d like to clarify that the Secretary-General has said that his plan is structured in such a way that, should a positive outcome be reached in The Hague, the two leaders can still, if both of them agree, make further refinements to the plan up until 25 March.

**Timor-Leste

From Timor-Leste, we have sad news that an accident involving Republic of Korea peacekeepers took place when a vehicle with two Korean peacekeepers on board got stuck when crossing a river with a strong current.  Three other South Korean soldiers from another vehicle tried to help them.  As a result, all five soldiers were swept away by the current.  According to the United Nations mission, four bodies have been found so far.

**Human Rights
High Commissioner for Human Rights Sergio Vieira de Mello, in his first official visit to Washington since taking up his post, met yesterday afternoon, first with United States National Security Adviser Condoleezza Rice and then with President George W. Bush.

In his meetings, the High Commissioner discussed, among other topics, the treatment of detainees in the war on terror and the situation in Iraq.  Vieira de Mello raised his concerns about the detainees at Guantanamo Bay and elsewhere.  They had a broad discussion on Iraq, and concurred that everything should be done to address the plight of the Iraqi people.

The High Commissioner also brought up his growing concerns regarding the human rights of both the Israelis and the Palestinians.  He also asked whether, in line with the US national security strategy, the United States could ensure that affordable AIDS drugs would be available to all who need them.

**Press Releases

We have a press release from the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) today on a joint programme to assist the United Nations Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL) in HIV/AIDS prevention.  Sierra Leone has the largest peacekeeping mission in the world, and peacekeepers will be trained in HIV prevention and gender awareness.  Participating in the launch in Freetown today are Mike Sheehan, the Assistant Secretary-General in the Department of Peacekeeping Operations, Oluyemi Adeniji, the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Sierra Leone, and representatives from UNFPA and the United Nations Development Fund for Women.

We also have a press release from the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) on the launch of a new initiative on environmental awareness for children.  The programme aims to bring children closer to nature through sport and also to raise awareness that sports and sports facilities can adversely affect the environment.

Finally, we have received word from the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation, better known as UNESCO, that the Israeli journalist, Amira Haas, has been awarded the 2003 World Press Freedom Prize.  Haas has lived in, and reported on, the Palestinian territories for the last decade for the Israeli daily HA’ARETZ.  The press release has full details. 

**Budget

In budget news today, Slovakia today became the 60th Member State to pay its regular budget contribution for this year in full, with a payment of more than $580,000.  Also today, Japan made a payment of $428 million to the peacekeeping budget.

**Press Conference
Finally, a Press Conference this afternoon in this room at 1 p.m., 

40 minutes from now.  Jack Straw, the United Kingdom Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, will be here to talk to you.  That’s all I have.

**Questions and Answers
Question:  Just a couple questions about the removal of United Nations staff from Iraq.  If, in the event of military intervention in Iraq, when would United Nations staff be removed, and how exactly would that work?

Spokesman:  We’ve asked the United States Government to give us as much advance warning as they can.  And we’ve done, on a contingency basis, planning for the quickest possible evacuation of our staff.

Question:  Can you be more detailed as to how that would work?  Would everyone come out at once?

Spokesman: This falls into the category of security matters, and we tend not to discuss those in public.  So I can’t give you any more details.

Question:  With regard to the inspectors, Hans Blix has said he thinks it would take about 48 hours to get all the inspectors out.  But, how would they be notified?  Would that come from the U.S. to the United Nations and then through the streets?

Spokesman:  He has said that he would expect that the United States would notify the Secretary-General, who would immediately notify him, Mr. Blix.

Question:  Do you have a number of the peacekeepers in Sierra Leone, the world’s largest peacekeeping force?  

Spokesman: I have it in my Office.  I don’t have it in my head.  Sorry.

[He later said there were about 15,500 troops, military observers and civilian police.]

Question:  And also, the Women’s Day events tomorrow.  Will they be all over the map?  Or are they all in one conference room? 

Spokesman: I think we have a handout in my office that will give you those details.

________________________________________________________________________________________
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*
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* * * *

Terrorism
6 March – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today called on the world to unite to prevent weapons of mass destruction from falling into the hands of terrorists.

“Although recent terrorist acts have been massive in their scale, future attacks could make them pale in comparison, particularly if terrorists were to acquire lethal chemical, biological or nuclear weapons,” Mr. Annan told a special one-day meeting of the UN Security Council’s Counter-terrorism Committee (CTC) attended by some 60 international, regional and sub-regional organizations.

“Never has it been more important to strengthen the multilateral regimes that have been developed to prevent the proliferation of such weapons,” he said. “For the fight against terrorism to be effective, it is essential that we all work together to ensure that universal principles prevail over lawlessness. Cooperation among international, regional and sub-regional organizations is thus essential.”

The Secretary-General also warned against sacrificing human rights in the fight against terrorism. “Our response to terrorism, as well as our efforts to thwart it and prevent it should uphold human rights that terrorists would aim to destroy,” he said. “Respect for human rights, fundamental freedoms and the rule of law are essential tools in the effort to combat terrorism – not privileges to be sacrificed at a time of tension.”

Speaking at the outset of the meeting, the CTC Chairman, Ambassador Jeremy Greenstock of the United Kingdom, said it was a “historic day” because it was the first time that a huge range of professionals, Member States and practitioners in the effort against terrorism had been brought together. “We all know that we cannot protect ourselves unilaterally,” he said. “We’re all threatened directly or indirectly. We can’t meet our obligations effectively if we don’t meet them willingly and if we don’t meet them collectively.”

Organizations invited to the meeting include the Association of South-East Asian Nations (ASEAN), the League of Arab States, the European Union (EU), the Organization of American States (OAS), the Organization of the Islamic Conference, the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) and Interpol.

The CTC, entrusted with monitoring all areas covered by the Council’s counter-terrorism resolution 1373 adopted in the wake of the 11 September attacks, has divided the day-long programme into three sessions: on global standards on counter-terrorism, the role of regional and sub-regional organizations in strengthening global counter-terrorism capacity, and the role of international and regional organizations on assistance.

* * *

Counter-terrorism

6 March – Representatives of some 60 international, regional and sub-regional organizations attending a special meeting of the United Nations Counter-terrorism Committee (CTC) today agreed to share more information and avoid duplicate efforts in a bid to strengthen global cooperation in the fight against the menace.

A communiqué issued at the end of the one-day meeting at UN Headquarters in New York said participants agreed that “all invited organizations had a specific role to play in enhancing the effectiveness of global action against terrorism” and that they recognized the “high value” of cooperation at the global level.

Organizations invited to the meeting include the Association of South-East Asian Nations (ASEAN), the League of Arab States, the European Union (EU), the Organization of American States (OAS), the Organization of the Islamic Conference, the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) and Interpol.

Among the meeting’s conclusions, the CTC offered to maintain and circulate a list of contacts in all organizations as part the effort to share information and data on counter-terrorism activities. The Committee will also liaise with regional organizations in “developing their roles on counter-terrorism consistent with their mandates,” and work with international organizations, including the international financial institutions, in providing help to countries in areas covered by the UN Security Council’s resolution 1373, which was adopted in the wake of the 11 September 2001 attacks against the United States.

According to the communiqué, meeting participants also agreed to communicate to each other “best practices, codes and standards,” relevant to the implementation of resolution 1373. Regional organizations would also develop and maintain mechanisms to help their members to meet their international obligations in counter-terrorism, while all organizations would remain aware of the link between their activities and human rights concerns.

* * *

Iraq: inspections

6 March – Although positions in the Security Council are “hard,” Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today, the 15-nation body will have a chance to discuss how to proceed with the disarmament of Iraq “calmly” at a meeting on Friday to hear an update by top United Nations weapons inspector Hans Blix.

Speaking to reporters at UN Headquarters in New York, the Secretary-General noted that several foreign ministers are arriving to attend the Council’s meeting, “and we will all have a chance to discuss this calmly. The positions are very hard now.”

He recalled that there are already several proposals on how the Council should proceed in ridding Iraq of its weapons of mass destruction, mentioning the British-Spanish-US resolution, the French-German-Russian memorandum and a recent Canadian proposal. “And so, until there is an actual vote one cannot tell what will happen,” he said.

Asked about his attempts to reunify the Council, the Secretary-General said, “I am working very hard. I am encouraging people to strive for a compromise, to seek a common ground, and to make concessions, you get concessions.”

Meanwhile in Iraq, a missile team from the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC) supervised the destruction of six more Al Samoud 2 missiles at Al Taji, bringing to 34 the total number of missiles destroyed. Another missile team observed the final concrete encasing of the two destroyed casting chambers at Al Mutasim, while a third visited the Al Samoud Factory to inventory spare parts and components for the missile.

A biological team also returned to the Al Aziziyah Airfield and Firing Range to take further samples from the excavated R-400 bombs. The team then inspected two facilities near Aziziyah that belong to the Mesopotamia State Company for Seeds.

In other activities, a chemical team flew by helicopter to inspect the Akashat Phosphate Mine in Al Qaim, which provides raw materials to the Al Qaim Fertilizer Plant, and a multidisciplinary team conducted aerial surveillance of three different sites in the northern no-fly-zone.

A Mosul-based multidisciplinary team, meanwhile, inspected the North Gas Company in Kirkuk, which produces different kinds of gases and sulphur.

As for the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), a team inspected the SAAD State Company in Baghdad and performed a detailed review of a new factory that SAAD is designing. A second team inspected a private trading company in the Mansour district of Baghdad, and a third IAEA team performed a radiation survey in north Baghdad.

The Secretary-General is scheduled to meet later Thursday with Ambassadors John D. Negroponte of the United States and Wang Yingfan of China, completing a series of one-on-one meetings on Iraq that he requested with the permanent members of the Security Council.

* * *

Middle East

6 March – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today deeply deplored the use of  “disproportionate and excessive force” by the Israeli military in a Gaza refugee camp, which reportedly led to the killing of 11 Palestinians and the injuring of more than 140.

 
“Such military actions in densely populated areas, as well as the demolition of Palestinian homes, cannot be accepted as a legitimate means of self-defence and violate international humanitarian law,” spokesman Fred Eckhard said in a statement on Israel’s military action in the Jabalya refugee camp earlier today. 

“The Secretary-General once again wishes to remind Israel of its obligations in this regard, and in particular of the need to protect the lives of civilians,” he added.

* * *

Afghanistan

6 March – Despite progress in some sectors since the overthrow of the Taliban, intimidation and violence against Afghan women continue unabated in rural regions, according to a new report by United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan.

But despite the challenges, the status of women and girls has advanced steadily and continues to give every sign of being irreversible, the report, entitled “The Situation of Women and Children in Afghanistan,” adds. It notes that since the country’s emergence from 24 years of conflict, women have gone from total denial of rights to participation in key institutions of reconstruction. One major change has been their re-emergence in urban areas with relatively better access to employment, healthcare and education.

But women’s progress is determined by the complexities of Afghan society, the report notes, including patriarchal values and deeply ingrained traditions, and a lack of security across the country that impedes their advancement.

“Despite positive developments regarding women’s rights, intimidation and violence by regional and local commanders against women continue unabated,” the report says. “In many rural areas, especially in the more conservative tribal belt, the situation of women has not changed to any great extent since the removal of the Taliban. The prevalence of conservative attitudes limits the full, equal and effective participation of women in civil, cultural, economic, political and social life throughout the country at all levels of society.”

The report highlights the work of the Ministry of Women’s Affairs in advancing women’s rights, but called for more efforts to repeal legislative measures that discriminate against women and girls in education, access to healthcare, employment and political participation.

Noting women’s lack of access to skilled healthcare services, as well as food, water and shelter, the report says the UN system, in close cooperation with the Ministry of Health, has taken steps to tackle the high rates of maternal mortality, including access to skilled prenatal care, skilled birth attendants, education programmes on basic health issues, community information activities and emergency obstetric care.

Overall high illiteracy levels of women and girls continue to be one of the key obstacles to their full participation in society, the report says, but it notes that 30 per cent of the three million children who have returned to school since March 2002 were girls.

* * *

Afghanistan

6 March – In a bid to boost education for women, by women in Afghanistan – where perhaps 79 per cent of the female population is illiterate – the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) is joining forces with Afghanistan’s education and gender affairs ministries to produce the country’s first literacy textbook for women.

On Saturday – International Women’s Day – a new partnership between the Afghan Ministry of Education, the Ministry of Women’s Affairs and UNICEF will be launched to produce the new textbook. The primer has been designed by focus groups of Afghan women – some illiterate – as a first step towards improving the reading, writing and comprehension skills of women across the country. 

A series of workshops brought the women together with writers and graphic artists, to ensure that the content of the textbook is relevant and interesting to women in Afghanistan. As a result, chapters will concentrate on issues such as the importance of the family, raising healthy children, food, the environment, housekeeping, respect and understanding, marriage, and employment. Overall, the book will focus on the subject of life skills within an Islamic context. 

The joint project promotes literacy as a crucial element in reducing discrimination and exploitation of women, and along with improving literacy, the book’s emphasis on tolerance, understanding and improving relationships is designed to help build status and self-esteem amongst female students. To complement the textbook, which is still under revision and is due for completion in May, a set of teaching materials is also being produced for those who will deliver literacy courses. 

* * *

Timor-Leste

6 March – A drowning accident today claimed the lives of five United Nations peacekeepers from the Republic of Korea serving in Timor-Leste.

The UN Mission of Support in East Timor (UNMISET) reported that the accident occurred when a vehicle with two Korean peacekeepers on board got stuck crossing a swift-moving river.

When three other Korean soldiers from another vehicle tried to help them, all five were swept away by the strong current. Four bodies have been recovered so far, the Mission said.

In other news, Timor-Leste’s first international conference on Petroleum and Mining is underway in the capital, Dili. The three-day meeting, which opened yesterday, brings together international experts in oil, gas and mining with potential investors and representatives from donor countries to discuss partnership strategies that could shore up and increase the potential of the country’s petroleum industry.

Hailing the conference as a “milestone,” Kamalesh Sharma, Special Representative of UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan in Timor-Leste, noted that much of the country’s national wealth depends on developing the oil and gas sectors, and that the “economic potential of these resources is largely dependent on how well they can be exploited and managed.”

* * *

Human rights

6 March – The United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, Sergio Vieira de Mello, has raised his concerns about the treatment of detainees in the war on terror as well as the situation in Iraq during meetings with United States President George W. Bush and other top administration officials.

In addition to President Bush, Mr. Vieira de Mello also met yesterday with US National Security Adviser Condoleezza Rice during his first visit to Washington, D.C., as the UN’s human rights chief.

Along with his concerns about the treatment of detainees at Guantanamo Bay and elsewhere, the High Commissioner and US officials had a broad discussion on Iraq, and concurred that everything should be done to address the plight of the Iraqi people.

Mr. Vieira de Mello also brought up his growing concerns regarding the human rights of both the Israelis and the Palestinians. He also asked whether, in line with the US national security strategy, the United States could ensure that affordable AIDS drugs would be available to all who need them.

* * *

HIV/AIDS

6 March – In response to escalating HIV rates in Sierra Leone, the United Nations today launched a groundbreaking initiative to raise awareness among its peacekeepers and halt the spread of the epidemic in the country. 

“The United Nations Department of Peacekeeping Operations (DPKO) is committed to working with our partners to support HIV/AIDS awareness among our peacekeeping forces,” Assistant Secretary-General Michael Sheehan said during the launch ceremony in Freetown. “It is crucial that peacekeepers have the knowledge to protect themselves and the communities they serve.” 

The risk of HIV infection increases during times of conflict, and after more than a decade of civil war Sierra Leone is now confronted with an emerging crisis, according to the UN Population Fund (UNFPA). Infection rates were fuelled by the widespread rape and sexual exploitation during the social unrest. 

The new joint UN action in Sierra Leone is designed to support national efforts to help the recovering country avoid a full-blown AIDS epidemic. The first step will be to determine what peacekeepers know about AIDS and sexually transmitted infections and their potential role in community outreach. They will then be trained in HIV/AIDS prevention, gender awareness and women’s rights. 

“Peacekeepers are uniquely positioned to educate communities and prevent HIV infection,” said the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Sierra Leone, Oluyemi Adeniji. “Armed with knowledge and skills, they can fight the war against HIV/AIDS and reverse the tide of infection.”

There are more than 15,000 troops, 250 military observers and around 50 civilian police from some 37 countries serving in the UN Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL), the largest peacekeeping operation in the world.

The programme will be coordinated by UNFPA, and includes UNAMSIL, DPKO, the UN Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM), the Joint UN Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) and the International Centre for Migration and Health (ICMH).

* * *

Sierra Leone

6 March – The United Nations envoy for war-affected children today said there had been a “remarkable transformation” in Sierra Leone’s efforts to deal with challenges facing the nation’s youngsters in the aftermath of years of conflict.
“The most striking impression of my visit to Sierra Leone is the remarkable transformation which has taken place in the country, in barely the space of a year-and-a-half since the ending of conflict,” the Special Representative for Children and Armed Conflict, Olara Otunnu, told the press at UN Headquarters in New York.

He said the change was evident in the peace and security enjoyed throughout the country, the displaced persons returning to their homes, free and fair elections and the resurgence of commerce in various parts of the country among other things.

Mr. Otunnu had been in Sierra Leone from 22 to 28 February to assess the impact of the country’s decade-long conflict on children and progress made since the end of the war. During his visit, the Special Representative met with President Ahmad Tejan Kabbah, government officials and senior staff of the UN peacekeeping mission.

Compared to his previous visits to Sierra Leone, Mr. Otunnu said many children were in smart uniforms attending school, and were better fed and clothed. To ensure that the gains made were consolidated and sustained, he urged the international community not to shift their attention from Sierra Leone.

“It would be very unfortunate if precisely at a time when one is beginning to see tangible results, and when Sierra Leone is well-poised to really now consolidate on the peace and make this project sustainable, if the international community at this moment abandons Sierra Leone and the children of Sierra Leone,” he said.

* * *

Liberia

6 March – The United Nations refugee agency has expressed grave concern over the fate of three humanitarian workers who went missing in the highly volatile border region between Liberia and Côte d’Ivoire.

“Once again, we are painfully reminded of the dangers aid workers face daily in their efforts to help uprooted people in West Africa,” the Deputy UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), Mary Ann Wyrsch, said in a statement issued yesterday.

The three aid workers were reported missing while on their way to visit a Norwegian-funded project by one of UNHCR’s partner agencies in the region, the Adventist Relief and Development Agency (ADRA). ADRA said its director for Liberia, Emmanuel Sharpolu, Kaare Lund of ADRA Norway and driver Musa Kita were caught in the fighting in Toes Town, close to the Liberia-Côte d’Ivoire border.

UNHCR said it is doing all it can to help locate the three men and remained extremely concerned about the general situation in Liberia’s volatile border region, where aid workers are struggling to help tens of thousands of people who have fled fighting in neighbouring Côte d’Ivoire.

* * *

Al Qaida

6 March – The United Nations Security Council committee monitoring sanctions imposed against the Taliban has added three more organizations to its extensive list of entities and persons subject to the measures because of their links to the group or other terrorist operatives. 

Added to the Council’s list on Tuesday were the Islamic International Brigade (IIB), the Special Purpose Islamic Regiment (SPIR) and the Riyadus-Salikhin Reconnaissance and Sabotage Battalion of Chechen Martyrs (RSRSBCM).  All the groups operate under numerous other aliases.

The UN sanctions require States to freeze financial resources, including funds derived or generated by any undertaking owned or controlled by the Taliban, and to ensure that they are not used by the group. 

Countries are also obliged to freeze funds and other financial assets of Usama bin Laden and his associates in the Al-Qaida organization, and to prevent their entry or transit through the State’s territory. In addition, nations must prevent the supply, sale and transfer of all arms and materiel – along with any form of military training – to the named individuals and entities. 

The list is updated regularly, on the basis of relevant information provided by Member States and regional organizations.

* * *

UNEP

6 March – The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) is set to launch a new initiative encouraging environmental awareness among youth and action through sports and sporting events.

According to UNEP, this weekend, 4,000 children in Kenya will kick off “Play for the Planet” sports day at Nairobi University Sports Ground. The new international initiative aims to bring children closer to nature through sports and also to raise awareness that sports and sports facilities can adversely affect the environment. 

Sport and the environment are inextricably linked, UNEP said. Sporting venues, from football pitches to cricket fields, are often vital “green spaces” in cities and towns. They bring people closer to nature and, if properly managed, can act as urban refuges for birds, insects, plants and other wildlife.

“Sustainable development is about economic development that respects people, that respects the planet, and delivers lasting prosperity for all,” UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said today. “Everyone has their part to play, including sportsmen and women.” 

* * *

UNESCO

6 March – An Israeli journalist was today awarded a United Nations press freedom prize for her critical and independent reporting on the daily lives and hardships faced by Palestinians.

Amira Hass, who has spent the last decade living in and reporting on the Palestinian territories for the Israeli daily newspaper Ha’aretz, was awarded the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)/Guillermo Cano World Press Freedom Prize for 2003 by UNESCO Director-General Koïchiro Matsuura at the recommendation of an international jury.

“Amira Hass has been showing outstanding professional commitment and independence, as well as personal courage, over the past decade,” Mr. Matsuura said. “If peace is to be established between Israelis and Palestinians it will be thanks to people like Ms. Hass who are able to look at the facts and understand them.”

Ms. Hass is the first and only Israeli journalist living in the Palestinian territories, where she moved after the signing of the Israeli-Palestinian peace agreement in 1993. Despite restrictions from both the Israeli military authorities and the Palestinian National Authority (PNA), she continues to file independent reports that have exposed her to pressure from both sides, UNESCO said.

The $25,000 prize, awarded each year on the recommendation of an independent jury of media professional from all over the world, will be officially presented in Kingston, Jamaica, on 3 May at a UNESCO ceremony to celebrate World Press Freedom Day.

* *** *
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