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Headline: Macao Running For Global Environmental Award 

     BODY: 

     Author: The Macao Special Administrative Region (SAR) is making preparations to run for the United

     Nations' award of the Global 500 Roll of Honor for Environmental Achievement next year, said Vong

     Man Hung, president of the executive committee of the Environment Council. If Macao wins the

     award, the result of which comes out on World Environment Day on June 5 every year, the tourist

     city could achieve a higher international reputation and create better living conditions for its people,

     she said. 

     JOURNAL-CODE: FCIN 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

DevNews

Small Investments, Big Impacts

GEF to Double Funding Available to NGOs for Community-Based Environmental Projects
July 7, 2003—Sometimes small investments can make a huge  difference. The Global Environment Facility’s (GEF) small grants   program demonstrates that small grants have enabled communities

in developing countries to take charge of their own energy needs,   preserve native varieties of plant species, and revive sacred   springs. The program, created in 1992, demonstrates how global  environmental problems can be addressed through actions at the  local level.

                        GEF recently announced that it will more than double the amount of   funding available for small grants of up to $50,000 available to   community groups and nongovernmental organizations. The               projected increase in funds reflects the small grants program’s   record of success, which has led to greater demand for grants  from communities as well as increased support from donors.

                        Though large and medium-sized projects comprise the bulk of GEF’s   project portfolio, small grants provide an important source of   partnerships and innovative ideas for GEF.

                        "GEF’s small grants program has made a huge difference in the   well-being and environmental health in thousands of local  communities," said GEF’s CEO and Chairman, Mohamed T. El-Ashry.                   "Though the grants are small compared with the needs of our global   environment, their impact is large – and GEF is working closely with  its partners to make the program’s impact even larger in the coming                  years."

                        According to the recently approved GEF business plan, the GEF   small grants budget is projected to increase from $30 million in 2003   to more than $60 million in 2005. The increase in funding will allow                   GEF to award more grants and increase the number of countries   participating in the program.

                        Since 1992, GEF has committed approximately $117.35 million for   small grants—leveraging an additional $65.6 million in  co-financing—to NGOs and community groups in developing   countries, directly involving them in addressing global environmental   problems. Through the program, grants of up to $50,000 are used to  demonstrate and support the dissemination of community-based   natural resource management practices and technologies, which if   replicated, could reduce threats to the global environment. The Small  Grants Programme is administered on behalf of the GEF by the UNDP  (the United Nations Development Programme).

                        GEF, an international financial organization with 175 member  countries, is the single largest funder of actions to benefit the global   environment. The World Bank serves as trustee of the GEF Trust

Fund and is one of three agencies, along with UNDP and UNEP, that  implement GEF’s larger projects.

                         So far, GEF’s Small Grants Programme has benefited some   4,000 communities. Here are some examples:

                              Zimbabwe, where large areas of land are  approaching desert conditions. In many areas,                           rainfall simply runs off the hard, dry ground,   creating deep gullies rather than replenishing   the earth. In 1997, a community in Masvingo  province used a GEF small grant to obtain  training in modern conservation techniques

and nearly forgotten traditional methods of  land management. The funding enabled the   community to reclaim the gullies by planning  vetiver and other grasses—rich source of   fodder and renewed habitats from wildlife. In

addition, fishponds were stocked, sacred   springs revived, and ecotourism was   introduced to the area.

                              Bolivia, where a community near La Paz used a  GEF small grant to conserve native potato

varieties that are highly valued by local   communities and contribute to global   biodiversity. Andean farmers had traditionally  cultivated dozens of native potato varieties,  however the genetic diversity of native                    varieties has been eroded because of the   influence of imported, high-yielding potato   varieties and other factors. Through GEF’s   small grant, the NGO Centro de Promocion de  la Mujer provided technical assistance to

households for conserving, managing, and   producing the sani negra and other native   potato varieties. The project enabled the local  community to produce more than 30 tons of  potatoes—enough for themselves and to sell  to neighboring communities.   Jordan, where a series of GEF small grants   were used by the Royal Society for the  Conservation of Nature to help protect   biological diversity and create sustainable  livelihood opportunities for local communities  near the Dana Nature Reserve, the second  largest protected territory in Jordan. Through  rangeland management and animal   husbandry, combined with alternative   income-generating activities such as    eco-tourism, overgrazing of the land has been  reduced and the community has benefited.

                              The Philippines, where the people of the  island of Mindanao used a GEF small grant to

take charge of their own energy needs while   protecting the environment. They built a  25-kilowatt micro-hydropower station, which   transfers the potential energy of streams and  small flows, to supply themselves with

inexpensive, renewable electrical power. With   GEF support, local residents conducted a  survey of the watershed before building the   micro-hydropower station. They used the   results to begin rehabilitating the watershed  area. Now the schools of Mindanao are no  longer dark in the afternoon, and the homes are lit at night—allowing more time for studies   and for income-generating activities such as   making crafts. The watershed protection  activities promoted by the project will ensure   the long-term sustainability of the water

source and the micro-hydropower station.

                                                                   

                                       A GEF small grant helped villagers on the  island of Mindanao build their own

micro-hydropower station to generate   electricity. The project took more thank    two years to complete, but it has

changed the lives of people in this small  rural community.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Extinction threat to ancient plant group
                 The oldest seed plants known, the cycads, are now among the   most threatened on Earth, scientists say. 

                 Cycads, plants resembling palms,   first appeared in the fossil record   about 300 million years ago. 

                 But today they face a risk of  extinction four times greater than   the average for plants. 

                 One of the worst threats comes from   the trade in wild plants for the  horticultural trade. 

                 The plight of the cycads, which are   found in Asia, Africa, Australia and   the Americas, is described in a report by IUCN-The World Conservation  Union. 

                 The report, Cycad Status Survey And Conservation Action Plan, was   prepared by the cycad specialist group of IUCN's species survival commission. 

                 Demand from landscapers 

                 There are about 297 cycad species and sub-species, varying from small   plants found beneath the forest canopy to tall ones growing in the  canopy itself or out in the open. 

                 Despite their venerable lineage, the report says, 53% of all cycads are   threatened with extinction, compared with an average 12.5% for plants  in general. 

                 Two species are already extinct in   the wild, and IUCN says the   pressures of modern lifestyles

                 suggest more are likely to follow  suit. 

                 It says the main threats include  habitat destruction for farming,   mining and urban development,

                 traditional use, both for medicine   and magic, and invasive plant  species. 

                 And the collection of plants and  seeds from the wild for horticulture  is high on the list. 

                 The report says the demand for large cycads from landscapers means a   high risk of mature plants being taken straight from the wild. 

                 So there is more need for cultivated plants to supply a legal trade and   lessen the pressure on the wild stocks. 

                 Plant passports 

                 Technology means it is becoming easier to tell wild from cultivated    cycads. 

                 In South Africa, individual plants are being microchipped with a unique    number which is entered on a national register to trace their   movements, and DNA techniques are also helping to trace the   parentage of plants in trade. 

                 Cycads are slow-growing dioecious plants (ones with separate male and   female forms), which reproduce infrequently and depend on specialist   pollinators. 

                 This means that individual plants need to be close together for   pollination and reproduction to occur. 

                 Some species, like the Albany cycad, depend for their survival in the   wild on artificial pollination, because the specialist beetles which used to  pollinate the plants no longer exist. 

                 For others the only hope now may be conservation in botanical gardens   and seed banks. 

                 The cycad specialist group is chaired by Dr John Donaldson. 

                 He says: "Cycads experience the same problems that many other plant   species face, but their biology makes them more vulnerable to   human-induced disturbance." 

                 He believes they may act as flagship species for conservation, providing   early warning of threats to plant diversity.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Quake hits west Turkey, no deaths -  agency
TURKEY: July 7, 2003

                ANKARA - An earthquake measuring 5.3 on the Richter   scale hit western Turkey late yesterday, causing panic   but no injuries or deaths, the state-run Anatolian news   agency said. 

                At least eight aftershocks measuring up to 4.9 in magnitude  sent residents in the town of Canakkale rushing out of their   homes in panic after the first tremor struck, it said.

                The quake was felt in Istanbul and several other cities   several hundred kilometres (miles) east of Canakkale. Its   epicentre was located off shore in the Sea of Marmara's   Saros Gulf, seismologists said.

                A big earthquake hit eastern Turkey in May, killing 167  people. In 1999 two massive quakes killed more than   18,000 people and devastated large sections of the   industrialised northwest.

                Turkey is criss-crossed with fault lines, and shoddy   construction and poorly enforced building codes has  contributed to high quake mortality rates.

__________________________________________________________________________________________


Bahrain
Environment awareness programmes for children

A project aimed at creating awareness among the youth on environmental issues has been launched here as a summer season activity for children. 

The 'Young Environmentalists' Project, was launched by the General Commission for the Protection of Marine Resources, Environment and Wildlife (GCPMREW), under the guidance of the head of the commission and the Southern governor, Shaikh Abdulla bin Hamad Al Khalifa. 

The programme, which is divided into two parts, is a joint venture between the GCPMREW and the General Organisation for Youth and Sports (GOYS).

The first segment consists of field trips and training workshops to inform the participants about environmental problems faced by the country and the rest of the world. It includes lectures by environmentalists.

The second section is a long duration programme, aimed at encouraging the youth to conduct awareness programmes and activities related to the protection of the environment.

According to Zakria Khonji, public relations officer at the GCPMREW's awareness committee, the second part also consists of organising visits to schools, clubs and societies in the Kingdom, highlighting the environmental issues and encouraging youths to use their free time to something useful.

Khonji added that special workshop has been conducted for schoolchildren at the Scientific Centre for Children and Youth.

http://66.234.3.46/Displayarticle.asp?section=middleeast&xfile=data/middleeast/2003/july/middleeast_july113.xml
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M O N D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
Liberia


*
Annan welcomes Taylor’s decision to step down in the name of peace

*
Liberian Government, rebel groups restart peace talks in Accra, Ghana-UN

*
UN helps evacuate first group of Sierra Leonean refugees

*
Top UN health official urges dispatch of medical supplies to stem crisis

Other news

*
End culture of impunity in DR of Congo, senior UN officials stress

*
Annan deplores ‘vicious’ acts of terrorism in Pakistan and Russia

*
UN nuclear watchdog meets to enhance safe transport of radioactive materials  


*
Key UN meeting opens to review efforts on curbing small arms trafficking

*
Annan set to travel to Mozambique for African Union summit

*
UN envoy deplores attack on international migration body in Iraq

*
Iraq too volatile for refugee returns, UN agency cautions

*
UN agency sending 1,000 tons of food to Iraq every hour

*
Top UN official signs free trade agreement between Kosovo and Albania

*
United States: UN rights expert expresses alarm over military trial of detainees 

*
Human rights: UN official urges Uzbekistan not to execute detainees


*
UN convention against transnational crime to come into force in September

*
UN volunteer arm and partners team-up to enhance community action


*
UNESCO adds three more sites to endangered World Heritage list

*
Afghan security commission negotiates ceasefire among rival factions – UN

*
SARS outbreaks contained worldwide but threat remains, UN health agency reports

*
UN agency works to help refugees stranded on Afghan-Pakistani border 

*
Bosnian Serb suspect transferred to UN war crimes court 

* * * *

Liberia: Secretary-General

7 July – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan has welcomed President Charles Taylor’s decision to resign from office and leave Liberia in the interest of peace, and has called on the Liberian people to build on this momentum and work together in the spirit of national reconciliation to help restore a lasting democracy to their country. 

A statement issued by a UN spokesman in New York said the Secretary-General saw this development as a significant turning point as Liberia strives to move from war to peace. 

“He recalls that the President’s decision is consistent with the undertaking he announced on 4 June 2003 in Accra at the opening of the [Economic Community of West African States] ECOWAS-sponsored peace talks on Liberia,” the statement said. 

“As a first step to that end,” [establishing lasting democracy] “the Secretary-General encourages the Liberian stakeholders to elaborate an inclusive and orderly transitional arrangement as envisaged in the 17 June ceasefire agreement,” it added. 

With the people of Liberia about to embark on turning a new page towards a more peaceful future, the Secretary-General strongly believes that concrete and immediate steps should be taken to end the widespread suffering and oppression which warlords, militia forces and other armed groups have for far too long inflicted on Liberian society. 

“The Secretary-General reminds all concerned that they would be held individually and collectively accountable for the perpetration of gross human rights violations and war crimes,” the statement said. 

The Secretary-General reaffirmed the commitment of the UN to continue to work with ECOWAS and other international partners, to support the early restoration of sustainable peace and stability to Liberia, including through the deployment of a multinational stabilization force.

* * * 

Liberia: peace talks

7 July – The Liberian peace talks resumed in Accra, Ghana, today as government officials met with rebel groups after a week-long adjournment to pick up discussions on ways to reach a comprehensive settlement, according to a United Nations spokesperson.

Gen. Abdulsalami Abubakar, Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) mediator for Liberia, held a series of meetings with representatives of the various groups to discuss their views on a comprehensive peace plan for the country, spokesperson Hua Jiang said in New York.

The groups include the Government of Liberia, Liberians United for Reconciliation and Democracy (LURD), the Movement for Democracy and Elections in Liberia (MODEL), political parties and civil society, she said, adding that Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Representative for Liberia Abou Moussa has been in Accra. In addition, Mr. Annan has dispatched his Special Representative for West Africa Ahmedou Ould-Abdallah.

In other news, the spokesperson announced that a 10-month ban on the import of all round logs and timber products originating from Liberia went into effect today. The measure was contained in Security Council Resolution 1478 of 7 May, which extended sanctions against Liberia through 2004, and widened their scope to include a ban on timber exports in addition to existing arms and diamond embargoes. The ban was prompted, because the Liberian Government had not shown that revenue from the timber industry was used for legitimate social, humanitarian and development purposes.

Meanwhile, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) reported that 300 Sierra Leonean refugees evacuated from war-torn Liberia arrived safely in the Sierra Leonean capital of Freetown over the weekend aboard a UNHCR-chartered rescue ship.

The MV Overbeck arrived in Freetown on Saturday night in the first voyage of an emergency evacuation aimed at bringing home thousands of Sierra Leonean refugees currently stranded in the Liberian capital, Monrovia.

Ambassador Jeremy Greenstock of the United Kingdom, who led the Council’s just-completed mission to West Africa, is expected to brief the 15-nation body at UN Headquarters in New York on Wednesday. Before leaving the region, he held a wrap-up press conference in Freetown, during which he stressed that although the delegation had not gone into Liberia, a great deal of work had been done on the situation in the country, including meetings in Accra with representatives of all parts of the political spectrum and civil society in and from Liberia.

* * *

Liberia: refugees

5 July – The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) has begun to evacuate a first group of more than 300 Sierra Leonean refugees from strife-torn Liberia, and if the ceasefire there holds the agency says it will broaden the repatriation effort. 

The evacuees, who departed on Friday, included several vulnerable refugees from among the tens of thousands of desperate Sierra Leoneans and displaced Liberians who fled to the Liberian capital of Monrovia in the wake of a rebel onslaught in early June. UNHCR says out of an estimated 15,000 Sierra Leonean refugees in the area, some 5,000 have so far indicated their desire to go home. 

The agency’s effort to care for those forced to flee their homes has been stymied by looting and insecurity in Liberia. After UNHCR vehicles were stolen or vandalized, the agency borrowed two trucks from the European Union to support the transport of refugees to the port. 

The agency also lost stocks in all of its warehouses, which had contained tons of blankets, mattresses, kitchenware, food, medical supplies, generators and other items for up to 90,000 people. “All of it has been looted,” said UNHCR spokesman Ron Redmond, adding, “We can only hope it has reached those who most need it.” 

Meanwhile, an increasing number of refugee arrivals from Liberia are being reported in other West African countries. Mr. Redmond appealed to governments in the region to receive these new arrivals and to recognize that “after so many years of war, just about everyone in Liberia is suffering.”

* * * 

Liberia: WHO

4 July – The top United Nations health official today issued an urgent call for the delivery of medical supplies to Liberia, where conflict has already spawned a sharp rise in disease rates. 

“Although fighting in the Liberian capital has currently subsided, tens of thousands of men, women and children displaced by the recent fighting are still living in desperate conditions,” said Gro Harlem Brundtland, Director-General of the World Health Organization (WHO). “Failure to address this situation is compounding Liberia’s humanitarian crisis and putting the lives of many thousands of people at risk,” she warned. 

More than 97,000 internally displaced Liberians live in temporary camps in and around the capital of Monrovia, where access to clean water, basic sanitary facilities, food and health care is rudimentary at best, according to WHO. Several camps have no health services, and while some hospitals have agreed to offer free treatment, they will soon run out of essential medicines and supplies. 

The crisis is compounded by the Liberia’s insecurity, which makes movement around Monrovia dangerous, putting health staff at risk as they try to reach those in need of medical care. 

“A bad situation is quickly becoming worse,” said Dr. Brundtland. “During this ceasefire, every effort must be made to get medical supplies and food into the country.” 

Cholera and other diarrhoeal diseases, measles and malaria are on the increase. WHO reports that since mid-June alone, over 450 people diagnosed with cholera have been admitted to the JFK medical centre in Monrovia. Contaminated water in and around the city is putting thousands more at risk of the disease. 

In response, WHO has provided 650 kilogrammes of chlorine to the Ministry of Health and to non-governmental organizations to launch a mass chlorination of the water supply around Monrovia. It has also provided enough basic health kits to support 7,000 people for a period of three months as well as 4,000 sachets of re-hydration salts and 156 litres of ringer lactate to treat cholera.

* * *
DR of Congo

7 July – Two senior United Nations officials stressed today that while installation of a transitional government in Kinshasa may help return law and order to war-ravaged northeastern Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), real progress – and lasting peace – would take hold only when perpetrators committing crimes in the region were brought to justice. 

Briefing the UN Security Council on two reports covering the political and human rights aspects of the situation in the DRC since war broke out in mineral-rich Ituri district, Jean-Marie Guéhenno, Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations, said for months now, the Secretariat had underscored the ongoing violence – particularly in the town of Bunia – where issues of economic necessity and sustenance, land and exploitation of natural resources had been fuelled by the ambitions of local and external players to dominate the region. 

The total breakdown of law and order in Ituri meant that no one, including rival militias and other armed groups, had been held accountable for their actions, Mr. Guéhenno said. He hoped that with installation of the transitional Government in Kinshasa, those who were guilty would be brought to justice. But that could only happen if there was a degree of centralized control in the administration of justice, and in the rule of law sector. 

Continued international pressure was needed to convince the Congolese parties that the transitional process was the only option available to them. “There can not be any real peace without an end to impunity,” Mr. Guéhenno added, inviting the Council to consider additional steps to help the DRC authorities to bring to justice those who were accountable, through the active support of the international community.

Bertrand Ramcharan Acting UN Deputy High Commissioner for Human Rights echoed this emphasis, saying: “In the report you have considered today there is incontrovertible evidence pointing to the criminal responsibility of particular individuals. They must know from this Security Council that they will be brought to justice,” he said, adding: “In the final analysis, human rights are the measure and international security must be achieved through human security.”

He focused on the events of April, in which Lendu militias around Drodro had engaged in assaults, killings, torture, looting and the destruction of property. Telling the Council that a team of investigators had discovered 20 mass graves in the area, he maintained that, since the team had not been able to visit eight other locales, it was likely that more such graves existed. He added that his Office had continued to monitor the situation in Ituri and had reported more violence between Lendu and Hema militias in May and June 2003. That fighting had led to at least 350 casualties – mainly civilians, including 37 people whose throats had been cut and who had been hacked with machetes at the town hospital.

He stressed that all the parties in the eastern part of the country were using human rights violations as a means of creating an atmosphere of terror and oppression in order to control the population and natural resources. 

Mr. Guéhenno said that the overall security situation in Bunia was stable, and the Interim Emergency Multinational Force (IEMF), together with the UN Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC) contingent, continued to patrol the town, which was declared a “weapons free zone” as of 25 June.  
In the meantime, some 6,000 internally displaced persons, many of whom were apparently original residents of the town, had returned from camps and outlying areas, he continued.  

The rationale behind an enhanced security presence in Bunia had been to create sufficient political space for the Ituri Interim Administration to establish itself on a firmer footing, Mr. Guéhenno went on. The Administration was now taking a more proactive stance in implementing its mandate and had appointed a mayor for Bunia and had started to deploy its local civilian police – albeit in small numbers – to key areas in the town, in coordination with MONUC. However, it must be recognized that establishing full authority and competencies of the Interim Administration would be a long-term process.

· * *

Terrorism

7 July – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today strongly deplored the terrorist attacks over the weekend in Pakistan and Russia, calling them vicious and without any possible justification.

“The Secretary-General strongly deplores the loss of so many innocent lives and reiterates his strongest condemnation of such vicious acts of terrorism for which there can be no justification,” a UN spokesman said in a statement in New York.

More than 50 people were killed in an attack a Shi’ite mosque in Quetta and 13 during an assault at a concert in Moscow.

* * *
IAEA

7 July – The United Nuclear watchdog agency warned today that while the current system of regulating the transport of radioactive material has an “excellent” safety record, more remains to be done at a time of increasing concern about nuclear security and the prevention of nuclear terrorism.

“Despite the strong safety record and general good performance in this area, some concerns remain regarding the transport of radioactive material,” the Director General of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), Mohamed ElBaradei, told the opening session of a week-long international conference on the Safety of Transport of Radioactive Material in Vienna.

Mr. ElBaradei said he hoped the conference would serve as a forum in which to better understand these concerns, and to answer relevant underlying questions such as the comprehensives, uniform application and possible improvements of the present regulatory control system for the transport of such radioactive materials as those used at hospitals, electricity plants, research institutes, and in many other industries.

Noting the need for timely and effective communication between concerned governments, and between these governments and the public at large, on the transport of radioactive material, he said: “With the increasing concern about nuclear security and the prevention of nuclear terrorism, communication decisions are sometimes complex.”

“Clear advance notification of shipments is clearly desirable; however, this objective competes with the need, from a safety and security perspective, to withhold such information from all but authorized government personnel. This issue requires further in depth discussion, with a view to reaching an agreed understanding on how to reconcile the need for transparency with the requirements for security,” he added.

“Clearly, more remains to be done to facilitate the transport of radioactive material for the benefit of humankind, while continuing to ensure safety and security for people and the environment. This is a continuing process,” he declared.

Over 490 experts including government officials and regulators from 80 IAEA Member States and 13 international organizations are scheduled to attend the conference, which aims to encourage all countries to work more closely together to enhance the safe and secure transport of nuclear materials.  

* * *

Small arms

7 July – The first-ever international meeting to consider implementation of the United Nations Action Plan for eradicating the illicit small arms trade opened in New York today with a call from Secretary-General Kofi Annan for redoubled efforts to curb a “global scourge” that kills about 60 people every hour.

“It is difficult to overstate the importance of implementation of the Programme of Action, which was adopted two years ago at the first ever United Nations Conference on the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in All Its Aspects,” Mr. Annan said in a message to the first Biennial meeting of States to review progress, at UN Headquarters in New York. The statement, which opened the week-long session, was delivered on his behalf by Under-Secretary-General for Disarmament Affairs Nobuyasu Abe.

Noting that half a million people a year are killed by these weapons, 90 percent of them women and children, Mr. Annan added: “Less quantifiable, but no less palpable, are the wider consequences of small arms proliferation in terms of conflict fuelled, peacekeepers threatened, aid denied, respect for law undermined, and development stunted. As I have said before, they are truly a global scourge.”

“I hope we will see even greater progress in implementing the Programme of Action in the years leading up to the second biennial meeting in 2005 and the Review Conference in 2006,” he said. “The United Nations remains firmly committed to prevent, combat and eradicate the illicit trade of small arms and light weapons in all its aspects.”

The 2001 Conference succeeded in placing the issue on the international agenda. Of the half million people killed each years by small arms and light weapons 300,000 die in armed conflict and 200,000 from homicides and suicides. In the 1990s, small arms were the weapons of choice in 47 of 49 major conflicts.

The Programme of Action identifies national, regional and global measures, including: legislation on illegal manufacturing, possession, stockpiling and trade in small arms; stockpile management and destruction of weapons confiscated, seized, or collected; identification and tracing of the illicit arms; international cooperation and assistance to States to strengthen their ability to identify and trace the illicit weapons; and public awareness campaigns.

The current meeting will focus on exchanging information on initiatives undertaken thus far by states, regional and international organizations, and civil society.

In his opening statement, Mr. Abe said he was encouraged by the efforts and the commitment shown by the international community to address the challenges posed by uncontrolled proliferation of small arms and light weapons.

The Programme of Action represented a milestone, both in the global efforts to advance the disarmament agenda, and in promoting human security, development, respect for human rights and protection of the most vulnerable sectors in society, he added.  Its full implementation was challenging and important.

* * *

African Union summit

7 July – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan is set to travel tonight to Maputo, Mozambique, on a five-day visit during which he is to address the summit of the African Union and meet with the continent’s leaders.

Mr. Annan is expected to meet tomorrow with President Joachim Chissano of Mozambique. On Wednesday, he will also meet with UN-system heads attending the summit.

On Thursday, he will attend a breakfast hosted by President Olusegun Obasanjo of Nigeria, before addressing the summit later that morning.

The Secretary-General is expected to return to New York on Saturday.

* * *

Iraq

7 July – United Nations envoy Sergio Vieira de Mello has condemned a rocket propelled grenade attack on a compound used by the International Organization for Migration (IOM) in Mosul, northern Iraq, on Saturday.

In a statement issued in Baghdad, Mr. Vieira de Mello, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative, deplored the attack “as he would any attack on international and non-governmental organizations.”

A local guard was wounded and two IOM vehicles along with the wall of the compound were damaged.

Established in 1951 as an intergovernmental organization to resettle European displaced persons, refugees and migrants, IOM has now grown to encompass a variety of migration management activities throughout the world. It has been active in Iraq since before the current hostilities. 

* * * 

Iraq: asylum seekers

4 July – Iraqi asylum-seekers should not be forced to return to their country for at least another month because the situation there is too volatile, the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) warned today. 

The agency cited a dangerous security environment in many parts of the country and a high incidence of violent crime. Iraq’s near-total dependence on food aid, coupled with the absence of functioning legal and judicial structures, are also contributing factors. 

High Commissioner Ruud Lubbers plans to travel to Iraq in mid-July to review the situation in the country during a visit that will also include meetings with officials in Kuwait and Jordan. 

There are up to 4 million Iraqis abroad, including some 1 million-asylum seekers, refugees and other Iraqis under UNHCR’s protection mainly in neighbouring countries. The UN refugee agency believes that of these, some 500,000 may seek to return home with its help once the situation inside Iraq improves. 

* * *

Iraq: WFP

4 July – Every hour, the United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) is delivering 1,000 tons of food to Iraq in what the agency today billed as the largest such operation in its 40-year history. 

Last month, WFP delivered over three quarters of a million tons of food to the war-ravaged country as part of its $1.5 billion bid to feed the entire Iraqi population through October. 

WFP Deputy Executive Director Jean-Jacques Graisse pointed out that even before the war, six out of every ten Iraqis relied on food rations as their only source of income. “It is very likely that the food aid is even more important today in this post-conflict period, since many people have lost their jobs and have not received salaries, while at the same time they are seeing prices rise,” he said. 

The Coalition Provisional Authority (CPA) is responsible for the security of warehouses and silos where food aid is being stored after passing through Turkey, Jordan, Syria, the Iraqi port of Umm Qasr, Kuwait and Iran. Each month, the Iraqi Ministry of Trade is in charge of distributing 27 million food rations through a network of 44,000 food and flour agents across the country.

* * *

Kosovo

7 July – The top United Nations official in Kosovo and the Minister for Economy of Albania today signed a trade agreement to immediately liberalize 50 per cent of goods traded between them, while seeking to expand the amount to 90 per cent over the next six years.

Only few industrial and some agricultural goods will remain protected under the Free Trade Agreement (FTA) signed by the head of the UN Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK), Michael Steiner, and Minister Arben Malaj.

The FTA will foster economic integration of Kosovo into the region and increase opportunities for business people on all sides. It is the first free trade agreement that has been signed for Kosovo.

In another effort to bring Kosovo into “greater conformity with international and European standards,” Mr. Steiner promulgated yesterday the Criminal Code, which clarifies and modernizes definitions of offences and incorporates UNMIK regulations and international legal conventions. It takes into account modern principles of international law and, in particular, human rights law. 

Mr. Steiner also signed the new Criminal Procedure Code, which strengthens the powers of prosecutors and enhances protection of victims and defendants. 

The two codes will however be implemented only from April next year. This is to allow the training of legal professionals, the re-organization of the judicial system where necessary and time for a public information campaign on the new regulations. 

* * *

Human rights

7 July – A senior United Nations rights expert today expressed alarm over reports that six detainees may be brought to trial before a military commission by the United States Government, saying such “drastic measures to counter terrorism” are in defiance of the world body’s resolutions.

The detainees were last week declared liable for a military tribunal as suspected members of Al-Qaeda or “otherwise involved in terrorism directed against the United States.”

“In proceeding to apply these drastic measures to counter terrorism, the United States Government is seen defying United Nations resolutions,” Dato’ Param Cumaraswamy, Special Rapporteur on the independence of judges and lawyers of UN Commission on Human Rights (UNCHR) said in a statement in Geneva.

“These resolutions reiterate and affirm that States must ensure that any measure taken to combat terrorism must be in accordance with international law including international human rights, refugee and humanitarian law,” he added.

UNHCR said the Special Rapporteur, in November of 2001, sent an urgent appeal to the US Government concerning the order establishing the military tribunals expressing concern over fair trial procedures, the selection of those who sit on the commission, and appeal procedures, which violate fundamental principles of judicial independence. The US Government has not responded to that appeal.

* * *

Uzbekistan

7 July – The senior United Nations human rights official has called on the government of Uzbekistan not to execute detainees who have appealed their convictions to the UN Human Rights Committee.

In a letter to the government sent on 4 July, Acting High Commissioner for Human Rights Bertrand Ramcharan recalled that the Committee, an 18-member panel of independent experts, had requested stays of execution in relation to a number of prisoners while it considered their petitions.

Mr. Ramcharan urged the government to make all necessary efforts in order to ensure strict observance of its international human rights obligations under the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and its Optional Protocol and to cooperate fully with the Special Procedures.

Mr. Ramcharan is acting chief during High Commissioner Sergio Vieira de Mello’s temporary absence in Iraq, where he is serving as Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s special representative. 

* * *

Drugs and crime

12 July – The United Nations convention against transnational organized crime has received its 40th ratification, enabling it to come into force this September as a united international response to the growing problem.

“Criminal groups have embraced today’s global economy and the sophisticated technology that goes with it. Until recently, our efforts to combat them have remained very fragmented,” United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) Executive Director Antonio Maria Costa said, praising the first international instrument against transnational organized crime. 

By ratifying the Convention, countries commit themselves to adopting a series of crime-control measures, including the criminalization of participation in an organized criminal group, money laundering, corruption, and obstruction of justice. It also includes extradition laws, administrative and regulatory controls, law-enforcement; victim protection; and crime-prevention measures.

“With the entry into force of the Convention, the international community will have demonstrated the political will to counter the worldwide challenge of organized crime by adopting a corresponding global response,” Mr. Costa said.

UNDOC noted that the completion of the negotiations of the Convention in less than two years reflected the recognition by the world community that this form of crime is growing in scale, scope and degree of sophistication. It shows the commitment to search for adequate international legal mechanisms for preventing and combating this problem, the agency added.  

* * *

UNV

7 July – The United Nations volunteer programme and two leading organizations in citizen participation today finalized an agreement to help enhance the impact of volunteers in peace and development work.

“Without millions of volunteers everywhere, we will be hard pressed to meet clear targets for the poor, such as those spelled out in the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs),” UN Volunteers Programme (UNV) Executive Coordinator Sharon Capeling-Alakija said, stressing the importance of the agreement. 
UNV, the World Alliance for Citizen Participation (CIVICUS) and the International Association of Volunteer Effort (IAVE) are teaming-up to identify key areas of collaboration, including advocacy campaigns, studies on volunteerism and joint publicity for volunteer initiatives.  

“Volunteers are indeed the backbone of civil society,” Ms. Capeling-Alakija stated. “This partnership is an important step towards creating awareness that civil society – and the volunteers who energize it – is a vital force at the centre of development work.”

Based in Bonn, Germany, UNV is the volunteer arm of the UN system supporting peace, relief and development initiatives in nearly 150 countries. It was created by the UN General Assembly in 1970 and is administered by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP). 

* * *

UNESCO


7 July – The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) has added three more sites to its World Heritage in danger list because of over-development, bringing to 35 the number of World Heritage sites considered at risk.

The new entries, added by UNESCO’s World Heritage Committee during its 27th session underway at its Paris headquarters, are: Comoé National Park in Côte d’Ivoire, inscribed on the World Heritage List in 1983, now threatened by current unrest, poaching and over-grazing; Kathmandu Valley in Nepal, added to the World Heritage List in 1979, now threatened by uncontrolled urban development; and the Walled City of Baku and Shirvan Shah’s Palace and Maiden Tower in Azerbaijan, put on the World Heritage List in 2000, now endangered by earthquake damage in November 2000 and urban development.

Earlier in its session the committee also put Bamiyan in Afghanistan and Ashur in Iraq on its endangered list.

* * *

Afghanistan

6 July – The United Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) today reported that a ceasefire has been negotiated in Quland village following deadly clashes there between the Jamiat and Jumbesh factions. 

“Unfortunately, it has been ascertained so far that the conflict resulted in the death of six people, including one civilian, and the wounding of at least one other person,” UNAMA spokesman Manoel de Almeida e Silva told reporters in Kabul. 

The ceasefire was negotiated by a delegation of the Multi Party Security Commission of the North, which UNAMA accompanied to the area. 

According to the spokesman, a Jumbesh Commander advanced towards Quland from a neighbouring village and then surrounded the house of a Jamiat Commander. “Jamiat forces in the nearby Sholgara district centre responded by capturing two Jumbesh commanders and one of their soldiers,” he said. The three were later released. 

While the Security Commission negotiated a ceasefire between the two factions, UNAMA held meetings with General Ustad Atta Mohammad of Jamiat in Mazar and General Haji Habib of Jumbesh in Dihdadi District in Balkh. “The two gave their assurances that both sides would refrain from fighting in Sholgara so that meetings with the local commanders from both factions and the Security Commission could take place,” Mr. de Almeida e Silva said. 

The area, while now calm, remains tense and unpredictable. Talks are continuing with both sides in a bid to restore stability. 

In another development, the Security Commission, with UNAMA support, is looking into rumours of flare-ups in both the Balkhab and Dara-i-Suf Districts in Samangan Province. “The reports circulating about the fighting deaths, injuries, and civilian casualties or about the factions involved have yet to be confirmed,” Mr. de Almeida e Silva said.

* * *

SARS

5 July – The United Nations World Health Organization (WHO) announced today that the transmission of severe acute respiratory syndrome (SARS) appears to have been stopped all across the globe, but cautioned that the threat of future outbreaks remains. 

The agency also removed Taiwan Province of China from the list of countries with recent local transmission of SARS. It has been 20 days, or two consecutive 10-day incubation periods, since the last case there on 15 June. 

“We do not mark the end of SARS today, but we observe a milestone: the global SARS outbreak has been contained,” said WHO Director-General Dr. Gro Harlem Brundtland. 

From the Guangdong province in China, the SARS virus travelled in humans to 30 countries and areas of the world but it became deeply embedded in just six. In these areas, the pattern of transmission was the same: an imported hospitalized SARS case infected health care workers and other patients who then infected their close contacts as the disease moved into the larger community. In affected areas, approximately 20 per cent of all cases were in health care workers, according to WHO. 

To date, 8,439 people have been affected by SARS, and 812 have died. Close to 200 people remain hospitalized with the disease, WHO said, noting that undetected cases may have slipped through the surveillance network. 

“This is not the time to relax our vigilance,” cautioned Dr. Brundtland. “The world must remain on high alert for cases of SARS.” 

Dr. David L. Heymann, a senior WHO official concerned with communicable disease, echoed her warning. “We will not be able to rest until we find where this disease hides in nature and how it enters human populations because it will enter human populations again,” he said. 

The agency stressed the need to continue researching SARS and shoring up public health infrastructure to combat the outbreak of any new infectious disease. “SARS pushed even the most advanced public health systems to the breaking point,” Dr. Brundtland observed. “Those protections held, but just barely. Next time, we may not be so lucky.” 

The WHO chief also paid tribute to scientists as well as public health and hospital workers who took risks in the face of a new and unknown disease. “And we must remember those frontline workers who died of SARS,” she added. “Their daily dedication, courage and vigilance averted a global catastrophe.”

* * *

Afghanistan

4 July – The UN refugee agency (UNHCR) has relocated over 3,500 Afghans to new sites inside Pakistan and Afghanistan during the first five days of an effort to clear a makeshift camp where thousands of asylum-seekers had been stranded for over a year. 

UNHCR and the governments of Pakistan and Afghanistan agreed last May on a plan to empty the squalid “waiting area” just inside Pakistan’s border with Afghanistan, where an estimated 20,000 Afghans had been camping for months on end without proper security or sanitation and with only limited aid. Last month, almost all residents there signed up to move out. 

The makeshift camp was first created by Afghan asylum-seekers when Pakistan closed its borders to new refugee arrivals in February 2002. However, UNHCR always considered the site, located along a smuggling route, unsuitable for a refugee camp. Last month, bodies of 22 fighters killed nearby in a battle with Afghan government troops were dumped in the centre of the refugee settlement in a grim reminder of the area’s fragile security. 

In addition, Pakistani authorities, anxious to prevent the area from becoming a permanent village, would not let aid workers provide more than basic humanitarian relief such as food and water. Aside from a few UNHCR tarpaulins distributed to emergency cases a year ago, the refugees lived under ragged home-made tents. 

The UNHCR convoys will continue until all those requesting to move to the alternative sites have been relocated. But the agency has warned residents that once the move is completed, it will no longer assist those remaining in the “waiting area.” 

* * *

ICTY

4 July – Zeljko Meakic, a Bosnian Serb allegedly involved in war crimes during the conflict that engulfed the Balkans in the 1990s, was transferred today to the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY). 

The 39-year old suspect formerly served as Commander of the Omarska Police Station, where “severe beatings, killings as well as other forms of physical and psychological abuse, including sexual assault” were committed against thousands of non-Serb detainees, according to the court. 

Also known by the last name of “Mejakic” and “Meagic,” the suspect faces charges of murder, inhumane acts, cruel treatment and persecutions on political, racial or religious grounds.

* *** *
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UNEP and the Executive Director in the news
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Reuters - Treaty regulating GMO trade to start in September
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