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Accra Mail (Ghana) - AAGM 

June 9, 2003 

HEADLINE: WORLD'S GROUNDWATER SUPPLIES UNDER SIEGE 

Over-exploited aquifiers, falling water tables and seawater contamination are threatening the world's natural underground reservoirs upon which 2 billion people depend for drinking water and irrigation, according to a new United Nations report issued last week to mark World Environment Day. 

In a "wake up call" to conserve this "hidden natural resource," the reportby the UN Environment Programme (AUNEP) urges action to better manage the globe's groundwaters as growing and thirsty cities, industries and agriculture take their toll. 

Entitled "Groundwater and its Susceptibility to Degradation: A global assessment of the problem and options for management," the report concedes, however, that many potential remedies are politically and socially difficult unless long-term goals are adopted. It urges water agencies and government water departments to manage groundwaters in tandem with rivers, lakes and reservoirs in an Integrated Water Management approach. "Some 2 billion people and as much as 40 per cent of agriculture is at least partly reliant on these hidden stores," UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer, said in Beirut, chosen as focal point for this year's observance. "Groundwater also supplements river flows, springs and wetlands vital for rural and urban communities and wildlife. Indeed, most of the world's liquid freshwaters are found not in rivers and lakes, but below ground." 

The report cites numerous cases from across the world to highlight the global threat. In the United States, 400 million cubic metres of groundwater in Arizona are being removed annually, about double the amount being replaced by recharge from rainfall. 

In Mexico, the number of aquifers considered over-exploited jumped to nearly 130 by the 1990s, up from 32 in 1975. Impacts include contamination by salt as seawater seeps in to replace the freshwater loss and contamination from the surface caused by pumping. 

In Spain, more than half the nearly 100 aquifers are over-exploited. In the Segura River Basin the ratio of groundwater storage depletion to available renewable water resources increased from less than 20 per cent in the mid-1980s to 130 per cent by 1995. 

Ironically, some cities in very dry and arid regions like the Arabian Gulf are suffering a form of flooding, known as water logging, because of a heavy dependence on desalinated water from the coast which is leaking and becoming trapped in the ground. 

The UN's Millennium Development Goals, aimed at halving world poverty by 2015, and the water component of the World Summit on Sustainable Development's (WSSD) Plan of Implementation will be almost impossible to achieve without improvements in water efficiency in agriculture, industry and households, which should in turn conserve freshwaters above and below ground, the report says. 

Distributed by AllAfrica Global Media. (allafrica.com) 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 


The Nation (Thailand)

June 8, 2003, Sunday

HEADLINE: Get em while theyre young, UN environmentalist says

BODY:
Get em while theyre young, UN environmentalist says

Surendra Shrestha, the recently-appointed regional director of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) for Asia Pacific, thinks protecting the environment starts at home.

For him, one of the biggest challenges is to increase environmental awareness among youth. Making kids understand how important the environment is is a big test for me. If I cannot get the message across to my five-year-old daughter, how will I be able to get it over with any ministers? he says with a smile. 

The 47-year-old Shrestha views his current task as a huge responsibility that literally embraces the worlds highest mountain and deepest ocean.

Asia and the Pacific is a vast area where both ecosystems and cultures are highly diversified.

Based on his 10 years of experience at UNEP, Shrestha strongly believes that actions to protect the environment have to start on a small scale and gradually broaden, like a ripple on water.

With that perspective in mind, he did not hesitate to appear in front his childrens class as a guest speaker one day recently. The main tool he used for the lecture, however, was not a high-tech simulation or an academic report. It was The Lion King, a popular Disney cartoon of a couple of years ago.

He says he picked up a copy of the cartoon to give the children a clearer picture of ecosystems like water cycles and wild life. He says he learns new things every time he watches it with children.

If we provide information for kids using understandable words, they can go back home and talk to their parents. I told the class, like I always tell my kids, that if all of them tell their families to help check water leakages in their homes, a great mount of water can be saved.

Later, I received some very good response from their parents. Lets imagine if every household in the world can do the same for our environment . . . how great it is if we can save water, he says.

Realising the importance of youth in achieving a sustainable environment, Shrestha says the UNEP has arranged a global meeting every two years to give governments and youth leaders a chance to discuss any issues they are concerned about and bring the messages back to their own countries.

The people who can change the world are the young generation. Young people are the leaders of tomorrow, therefore we should try to create chances on the international stage for them, Shrestha says.

This year, the UNEP has come up with a new programme for youth leaders Eco-Innovate 03.

It is a forum that will switch young people to the ultimate sustainability challenge turning eco-innovations into viable applications.

The forum, will be held at the University of New South Wales in Sydney, Australia, from July 14 to 18, is designed to give tomorrows leaders a chance to be inspired by governments and the business community to think differently about the world.

This years theme for World Environment Day, which was last Thursday, was Water Two Billion People are Dying for It!.

Hundreds of 6-to-16-year-olds were invited to participate in UNEPs arts and writing competition to show how water conservation is being carried out in schools, communities and homes across Asia and the Pacific.

Some of the winning pieces will be used to illustrate a new educational childrens book being produced by UNEP.

Water is perhaps the most important resource for humans and ecosystems. Demand has increased every year but our freshwater reserves are getting less and less. This issue is going to be a major concern in the coming decades, he emphasises.

A Nepalese, Shrestha completed his secondary school at Mander College and his bachelors degree in economics and computer science at Keele University.

He came to Thailand for a post-graduate degree at the Asian Institute of Technology (AIT), Bangkok, in 1980.

To have a better understanding of the Asian perspective and to find the right solutions for this area, I needed to gain experience in the region.

Therefore, I decided to study at AIT since it is one of the better known universities and here I feel very much like Im at home, he says.

In late 1985, Shrestha moved from Bangkok to Kathmandu and served as deputy director of the International Centre for Integrated Mountain Development until 1992. Since 1993, he has been back in Thailand and lives on the AIT campus with his wife and two children.

Theeranuch Pusaksrikit, Jessada Salathong

The Nation

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

BBC Monitoring International Reports 

June 7, 2003 
 
HEADLINE: UN OFFICIAL WARNS OF INCREASE IN WATER DEMAND IN MIDDLE EAST, GULF 

Doha: Rapid population growth and socioeconomic changes in the Middle East, coupled with substantial increase in water demands, have put increasing pressure on the region's limited water resources, according to Dr Adil Farid Abd-al-Qadir, a regional representative of UNEP (United Nation's Environment Programme). 

Adil Farid, who is the regional programme officer, early warning and environment assessment at UNEP's regional office for West Asia, was giving a presentation on "water strategy and challenges for West Asia" at a seminar held at Doha Sheraton yesterday. The event was organized by the Supreme Council for Environment and Natural Reserves to mark the World Environment Day. 

Citing a 1995 study on GCC (Gulf Cooperation Council) states, the speaker said the annual per capita available water share was only 466 cubic metres while the total water demands was 26bn cubic metres with 85 per cent of the water used for agricultural purposes. 

The annual per capita water use in these countries averaged 1,020 cubic metres, causing an average annual water deficit of about 554 cubic metres per capita, provided mainly by ground water reserves. 

"As a result, many countries in the region are facing acute water shortage. If the current trend in water exploitation continues, it will have a negative impact on the availability of water resources and will seriously inhibit the future development of the region," warned Adil. 

He also noted that a drop in water table level and sea water intrusion were causing a widespread increase in water salinity along the coast in many countries in the region. 

The speaker went on to explain the various measures being taken by UNEP to implement an effective water policy for West Asia. (passage omitted) 

Source: The Peninsula web site, Doha, in English 5 Jun 03 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

The Hindu 

June 7, 2003 
 
HEADLINE: GROUNDWATER: UNEP THIRSTS FOR BETTER MANAGEMENT 

BODY: 
. Over-exploited aquifers, falling water tables and seawater contamination are threatening the world's natural underground reservoirs upon which two billion people depend for drinking water and irrigation, a new United Nations report says. The report by the U.N. Environment Programme (UNEP) urges action to better manage the globe's groundwater as growing and thirsty cities, industries and agriculture take their toll 

Entitled 'Groundwater and its Susceptibility to Degradation: A global assessment of the problem and options for management', the report concedes, however, that many potential remedies are politically and socially difficult unless long-term goals are adopted. 

It urges water agencies and government water departments to manage groundwater in tandem with rivers, lakes and reservoirs in an Integrated Water Management approach. "Some 2 billion people and as much as 40 per cent of agriculture is at least partly reliant on these hidden stores," a top UNEP official said. " Groundwater also supplements river flows, springs and wetlands vital for rural and urban communities and wildlife. Indeed, most of the world's liquid freshwaters are found not in rivers and lakes, but below ground," he added. 

The report cites numerous cases to highlight the global threat. In the United States, 400 million cubic metres of groundwater in Arizona are being removed annually, about double the amount being replaced by recharge from rainfall, it says. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

PRIVATE
The Straits Times (Singapore)

June 7, 2003 Saturday


HEADLINE: Underground water supplies running low; Countries are using up water at an alarming rate because of growing populations, industrialisation and more intensive farming

BODY:
LONDON - The world's natural supply of underground water, on which two billion people depend, is being run down, a United Nations study said.

Water tables are falling by about 3m a year across much of the developing world, said the study by the UN Environment Programme, according to the BBC.

The UN said governments must act to reverse the decline, adding that growing populations, industrialisation and more intensive farming have contributed to a dramatic increase in the use of water. 

Mr Klaus Toepfer, the programme's executive director, said: 'I hope that this report will serve as a wake-up call concerning the human, social and economic consequences of squandering our vital underground water supplies.'

In parts of the Arabian Gulf, underground water sources are being contaminated by salty sea water pumped from the coast through leaky pipelines to boost city supplies.

Developing countries in particular are using up groundwater at what the report calls 'an alarming rate'.

The Bangladeshi capital of Dhaka has been tapping into its underground water sources so vigorously that in some places the water table has fallen by 40m. New boreholes produce a third less water than 30 years ago, experts say.

But the UN says the issue is not getting enough attention because water tables are mainly hidden from view.

'If a lake, river or reservoir becomes depleted or dries up, the event is highly visible. There is public outcry and often action taken,' Mr Toepfer said.

The report says some of the world's biggest cities - including Bangkok, Cairo, Calcutta, London, Mexico City and Jakarta - depend on groundwater and should be 'prudent' in managing their supplies.

The report calls for a more integrated management structure of underground water supplies and for relevant agencies to be given the necessary resources.

Communities and those whose livelihoods are reliant on groundwater need to be encouraged to seek alternatives and should be given training and credit for doing so, it says.

But first, the report concludes, many parts of the developing world need to be better informed of the issue so that they can monitor the crisis properly before it becomes any more acute.

LOAD-DATE: June 6, 2003 
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.Africa News 

June 6, 2003 Friday 

HEADLINE: Namibia; Water Dominates Environment Day 

 
BODY: 
WATER, one of the world's most pressing environmental concerns, was the focus on the 31st World Environment Day, marked globally yesterday. 

With one in six people living without access to safe drinking water, this year's theme is 'Water - Two Billion People are Dying for It!' The United Nations says water as this year's focus highlights the centrality of water to human survival and sustainable development. At a gathering in Windhoek, a United Nations Environment Programme representative, Martha Mwandingi, stressed the important relationship between development and the environment. 

"It does no good as societies to attain a higher standard of living for our citizens, if we destroy our environment in the process," she said. 

The Ministry of Environment and Tourism's Under Secretary, Maria Kapere, noted at the occasion that a more integrated level of co-ordination is needed to implement alternative approaches for water resource management. 

She highlighted Namibia's climate and the resultant drought and floods as phenomena which must be coped with, saying they are part of the country's environmental make-up. 

"Ignoring climate change will not make it go away. Mounting evidence demands that we start taking climate change seriously, both individually and collectively". 

The MET has promised to continue developing policies which seek to enhance and protect Namibia's fragile environment. 

Kapere said while Namibians are still not entirely sure how global environmental problems such as global warming and ozone depletion will affect Namibia in the long run, there is concern about its possible effect on agriculture, water, fisheries and health. 

She stressed the need for all Namibians to take responsibility for the environment and for the conservation of species. 

LOAD-DATE: June 6, 2003 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Channel NewsAsia

June 6, 2003 Friday


HEADLINE: World's water situation still a serious problem: WHO

BODY:
The United Nations has given its annual review of the state of the planet on World Environment Day, and this year's focus is squarely on water and the people who suffer and even die because they do not have enough of it.

More than one billion people have no access to safe drinking water, while one in three has no adequate sanitation.

Those were the figures given this year by the World Health Organization (WHO). 

The bleak situation was repeated in another report by the UN Environment Programme, which warned that "natural underground reservoirs, upon which two billion people depend for drinking water and irrigation, are under increasing stress and strain."

WHO Director General Gro Harlem Brundt said: "More than 2 million people die every year from unsafe water. Most of those are children under the age of five, and most of them are from developing countries."

But even for some in First World nations, the supply of water is a luxury.

Lasonya Bell, who lives in Detroit, USA, is a single mother who has no water, because she could not pay the bills.

She described the daily problems of not having enough of the precious resource.

"To drink versus taking a bath or washing up, who gets the water, how much, you know, that's not something that should be rationed out."

Bell believes her access to safe water should be a right, and not dependent on her income.

Millions of people around the world agree as they protest and demand their rights to water.

Last November, a UN committee adopted a statement, saying water is a limited resource and a public commodity fundamental to life.

This will put more pressure on governments to ensure their people have access to clean, safe water.

But there is a new problem.

Right now, 80 per cent of those suffering live in rural areas.

By 2030, some two-thirds of the world's population will live in cities.

That means new infrastructure will be needed to cope with an increasing urban demand for water.

And meeting the cost of this will be a growing dilemma for governments all over the world.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Morning Star 

June 06, 2003 
 
HEADLINE: UN highlights global water crisis; 
 
BODY: 

THE United Nations marked world environment day yesterday with calls for action to ease a water crisis which is threatening a third of humanity. 

The UN urged governments to double aid to poor countries and for ordinary people to fix leaky taps. 

"Water-related diseases kill a child every eight seconds, " UN secretary-general Kofi Annan said. "One person in six lives without regular access to safe drinking water. Over twice that number - 2.4 billion - lack access to adequate sanitation, " he said. 

The UN says that the world must do far more to meet goals of halving the proportion of people who lack safe drinking water and sanitation by the year 2015 as part of an overall drive to halve global poverty. 

"If we are to meet the commitments, the world will have to spend up to $180 billion (GBP 120 billion) annually, more than double what is being spent today, " said UN environment programme executive director Klaus Toepfer. 

Lebanon's Prime Minister Rafik al-Hariri, whose country is the main host of this year's event, said that the budget of the US-led war on Iraq exceeded the cash needed to alleviate the plight of people suffering from water shortages. 

"A fraction of the budgets spent on arms would be enough to eradicate poverty, diseases, malnutrition and protect the environment, " he said. 

In China, the government said that it planned to invest more than $30 billion (GBP 20 billion) over the next few years to fight water pollution and help relieve shortages. 

"China is a country that still lacks water resources and the problem of water pollution remains severe, " said Environmental Protection Minister Xie Zhenhua. 

But environmentalists reiterated concern over China's Three Gorges Dam - the world's largest hydroelectric project - which China began filling up on Sunday after a decade of work. 

It is meant to tame the river whose annual floods killed 300,000 people in the last century. 

The WWF environmental group said that 1,700 dams planned around the world would suck rivers dry and give few benefits to people most in need. 

In Bangladesh, where water can often be both a blessing and a curse, the government launched a tree-planting drive that, it said, aimed to turn the country into a "garden of green" by 2015. 
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PRIVATE
UNEP chief: Cooperation is key to water disputes 
Klaus Toepfer believes countries concerned have common interests

Official also warns that ‘the water sector should never be 
privatized’


Nada Raad 
Daily Star staff 


In an attempt to solve trans-boundary water issues, the United Nations Environment Program is preparing an atlas that will include 200 water catchment areas. 
In an interview with The Daily Star, Klaus Toepfer, the United Nations Environment Program’s executive director, said that the atlas will also list the treaties made between the concerned countries. 
Toepfer, who is on a brief visit to Lebanon to attend the World Environment Day, said that the “common used water bodies should be a source of cooperation than conflict.” 
He went on to say that the concerned countries cannot avoid the interests of other countries, and therefore, “the atlas will bring information on the table to those solutions.” 
Toepfer added that “peaceful surroundings are needed to solve trans-boundary water issues, as discussions in times of tensions will be hard.” 
According to Toepfer, as long as the political situation in the region is not stable, private investors will find it difficult to assist the government with water management projects. 
He said that in Lebanon there is one sewage treatment plan, which is also not fully utilized. “Investment to construct water recycling systems is needed,” he continued, “and the private sector’s knowledge is required in handling the distribution and handling of water.” 
Toepfer asserted that “the water sector should never be privatized, but private investors should be encouraged to advise the government on water projects.” 
Private companies are not investing in water here due to the political risks, he said. 
“Only peaceful developments will encourage private investments,” Toepfer continued. 
Toepfer, who has long experience in environmental issues as a former environment minister in Germany, said that the UNEP does not compete with governments, but works as a cooperative body, by helping implement environmental projects. 
“We are not a project implementation program,” he said, “but we do integrative assessment, similar to the one undertaken in Palestine and Iraq.” 
The UNEP had some concrete clean-up activities in the Balkans, and Toepfer hoped to help implement the 136 recommendations set for Palestine. 
The UNEP also works on making legal binding conventions “possible,” Toepfer said, such as the persistent organic pollutants, which was signed here by the ministry on Monday. 
The UNEP regional headquarters is in Bahrain, but the UN Committee on Program Coordination has recommended the streamlining of UN regional activities and the grouping of regional offices of various UN agencies in the same location as the Economic and Social Commissions for Western Asia (ESCWA), in Lebanon. 
Toepfer said that in many regions, such as Latin America, the UN agencies are not grouped. 
“But, of course, this issue will be reconsidered, particularly as many Lebanese politicians asked for the relocation,” Toepfer said. 
The UNEP was based in Beirut until 1982, when it was relocated to Bahrain due to the civil war. 
He added he is personally “very open to the issue, but, the decision is now in a stable phase, due to the current regional situation, particularly in Iraq.” 
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IRNA

World's groundwater supplies under siege, urgent action needed 
 Tehran, June 8, IRNA -- Over-exploited aquifiers, falling water table  and seawater contamination are threatening the world's natural   underground reservoirs upon which two billion people depend for  drinking water and irrigation, according to the United Nations  Information Centre (UNIC) in a press release on Sunday.               

    In a wake up call to conserve this hidden natural resource,   a report by the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) urges action to  better manage the globe's groundwaters as growing and thirsty cities, industries and agriculture take their toll.                           

    The report, entitled "Groundwater and its Susceptibility to Degradation: A global Assessment of the Problem and Options for   Management," warns that many potential remedies are politically and   

socially difficult unless long-term goals are adopted.                

    It urges water agencies and government water departments to manage groundwaters in tandem with rivers, lakes and reservoirs by taking the integrated water management approach.   "Some 2 billion people and as much as 40 percent of agriculture   is at least partly reliant on these hidden stores," UNEP Executive   Director Klaus Toepfer said in Beirut, chosen as the focal point for  

this year's observance.                                               

    "Groundwater also supplements river flows, springs and wetlands   vital for rural and urban communities and wildlife. Indeed, most of   the world's liquid freshwaters are found not in rivers and lakes, but below ground."                                                    

    The report cites numerous cases from across the world to highlight the global threat.                                                    

    In the United States, 400 million cubic meters of groundwater in Arizona are being removed annually, about double the amount being   replaced by recharges from rainfall.                                  

     In Mexico, the number of aquifiers considered over-exploited    jumped to nearly 130 by the 1990s, up from 32 in 1975.  Impacts include contamination by salt as seawater seeps in to     

replace the freshwater loss and contamination from the surface caused by pumping.                                                           

    In Spain, more than half the nearly 100 aquifiers are   over-exploited. In the Segura River Basin the ratio of groundwater    storage depletion to available renewable water resources increased    

from less than 20 percent in the mid-1980s to 130 percent by 1995.    

    Ironically, some cities in very dry and arid regions like the  Arabian Gulf are suffering a form of flooding, known as waterlogging, because of the heavy dependence on desalinated water from the coast   which is leaking and becoming trapped in the ground.                  

    The UN's Millennium Development Goals, aimed at halving world poverty by 2015, and the water component of the World Summit on Sustainable Development's (WSSD) Plan of Implementation will be  almost impossible to achieve without improvements in water efficiency in agriculture, industry and households which should, in turn, conserve freshwaters above and below ground, the report said.         

/FM/LS/AR                                                             

End       

________________________________________________________________________________

2bn 'dying for water', says UN 

BEIRUT, June 5: Seeking to ease a water crisis threatening a third of humanity, the United Nations marked world  environment day on Thursday with calls for governments to double aid to poor countries and for ordinary people to fix leaky  taps. 

Under the slogan "Water - two billion people are dying for it!", projects ranged from draining mosquito-infested pools in Kenya  to a tasting in Brussels of tap water from around Europe. 

"Water-related diseases kill a child every eight seconds," U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan said in a message on the  anniversary of a landmark environmental conference in Stockholm on June 5, 1972. 

"One person in six lives without regular access to safe drinking water. Over twice that number - 2.4 billion - lack access to  adequate sanitation," he said.Bangladesh launched a tree-planting drive meant to turn the nation into a "garden of green" by  2015. In Egypt, politicians and celebrities helped sweep the streets and planted 600 trees in one of Cairo's oldest and poorest  neighbourhoods. 

The United Nations says the world must do far more to meet goals of halving the proportion of people who lack safe drinking  water and sanitation by the year 2015, part of an overall drive to halve global poverty. 

"If we are to meet the commitments...the world will have to spend up to 180 billion dollars annually, more than double what is   being spent today," said Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the U.N. Environment Programme. 

He told a news conference in Beirut, hosting the annual event, that big investments were needed in everything from sewage  treatment to irrigation.And the United Nations says ordinary citizens can do their bit with simple measures like plugging leaks  at home, collecting rainwater, turning off the tap when brushing their teeth or taking a short shower instead of a bath. 

In China, the world's most populous country, the government said it planned to invest more than 30 billion dollars over the next  few years to fight water pollution and help relieve shortages.But environmentalists reiterated concern over China's Three  Gorges Dam - the world's largest hydroelectric project - which China began filling on Sunday.-Reuters

________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

"Dying for water", world marks environment day

 LEBANON: June 9, 2003

                BEIRUT - Seeking to ease a water crisis threatening a  third of humanity, the United Nations marked world  environment day with calls for governments to double   aid to poor countries and for ordinary people to fix

leaky taps. 

                Under the slogan "Water - two billion people are dying for  it!", projects ranged from draining mosquito-infested pools in  Kenya to a tasting in Brussels of tap water from around  Europe.

                "Water-related diseases kill a child every eight seconds,"   U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan said in a message on   the anniversary of a landmark environmental conference in  Stockholm on June 5, 1972.

                "One person in six lives without regular access to safe  drinking water. Over twice that number - 2.4 billion - lack  access to adequate sanitation," he said.

                Bangladesh launched a tree-planting drive meant to turn the  nation into a "garden of green" by 2015. In Egypt,  politicians and celebrities helped sweep the streets and  planted 600 trees in one of Cairo's oldest and poorest   neighbourhoods.

                The United Nations says the world must do far more to  meet goals of halving the proportion of people who lack safe  drinking water and sanitation by the year 2015, part of an  overall drive to halve global poverty.

                "If we are to meet the commitments...the world will have to  spend up to $180 billion annually, more than double what is being spent today," said Klaus Toepfer, executive director  of the U.N. Environment Programme.

                He told a news conference in Beirut, hosting the annual  event, that big investments were needed in everything from   sewage treatment to irrigation.

                PEOPLE CAN DO THEIR BIT

                And the United Nations says ordinary citizens can do their  bit with simple measures like plugging leaks at home, collecting rainwater, turning off the tap when brushing their  teeth or taking a short shower instead of a bath.

                In China, the world's most populous country, the  government said it planned to invest more than $30 billion

                over the next few years to fight water pollution and help  relieve shortages.

                But environmentalists reiterated concern over China's Three  Gorges Dam - the world's largest hydroelectric project - which China began filling on Sunday.

                The WWF environmental group said 1,700 dams planned  around the world, like the Three Gorges, would suck rivers  dry.

                Lebanese Prime Minister Rafik al-Hariri said the budget of  the U.S.-led war on Iraq exceeded the cash needed to alleviate the plight of people suffering from water shortages.

                In Moscow, parliamentarians wrangled about delays in the  country's planned ratification of the U.N.'s Kyoto protocol  meant to rein in emissions of gases blamed for global  warming. Under a complex weighting system, Kyoto's fate  hangs on Russia.

                Some accused President Vladimir Putin of dragging his feet  but others said issues like a crumbling nuclear industry  were more urgent than the long-term threat of climate change that may cause more severe storms, floods and  droughts.

                "When your house is on fire, you don't worry about washing  the dishes," Robert Nigmatulin, chairman of the ecological  council of Russia's lower house of parliament, told Reuters.

                In Rome, Jacques Diouf, director-general of the U.N.'s Food  and Agricultural Organisation, said better water management would lead to "fewer disasters like the current  food crisis in southern Africa and the Horn of Africa".

                The United Nations says water is the world's most precious  resource. European and U.S. space probes are heading to   Mars this year to seek evidence of water - a sign life might   have existed on the red planet.

                Story by Cynthia Johnston 

                REUTERS NEWS SERVICE

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

LEBANON: June 9, 2003|

INTERVIEW - UN says cleaning Iraq's  environment to take time

                BEIRUT - The United Nations environment agency said  on Thursday cleaning Iraq's waters, skies and soil  would take time, and urged those reconstructing it not to ignore the environment. 

                Klaus Toepfer, head of the United Nations Environment  Programme, said Iraq's environment had suffered from wars  and more than two decades of neglect by a government that   was "not in favour of environmental protection".

                "It is very unrealistic to believe that you can do in a short  term what was not done in the last 25 years," Klaus Toepfer, head of the United Nations Environment  Programme (UNEP), told Reuters in an interview.

                "If you cannot integrate environment requirements in the reconstruction phase, you will have a lot of problems later,"  he said. "That is one very important request."

                Toepfer, in Beirut to mark world environment day, said he  planned to send a team to Iraq to assess it this month.

                He said the most urgent problem in postwar Iraq was water  and waste "without any doubt".

                But he said UNEP was also concerned about the impact of  chemicals like mustard gas used in the Iran-Iraq war, as well as the environmental effect of the destruction of  chemical weapons.

                Toepfer said UNEP was also working with Iraqi experts to decide how best to deal with the almost completely  destroyed marshlands of southern Iraq, believed by some  archaeologists to be the Garden of Eden in scripture.

                The marshes, which Toepfer called "one of the most  important marshlands on a global level", were home to a  unique culture and complex ecosystem that lasted thousands of years.

                They were largely drained by deposed Iraqi president  Saddam Hussein to punish the population for supporting a  Shi'ite uprising against his rule that erupted after the 1991 Gulf war.

                The United States has said it was studying ways to restore  part of the marshes, and last month the United Nations said  water was returning.

                But Toepfer called for caution.

                "We should make very careful and professionally based  assessments," he said. "What are the consequences for  the soil structure if you now have dry land and you again  add water."

                Nearly 300,000 Marsh Arabs were bombed, rounded up by  troops, killed or forced to march out of the wetlands. Now, fewer than 20,000 remain.

                Story by Cynthia Johnston 

                REUTERS NEWS SERVICE
_________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

UN Urges World to Get Serious About Water Issues 
                      BEIRUT, Lebanon June 5, 2003 (ENS) - Water is the world's most  precious commodity but many global leaders worry that it is not treated  as such. Today United Nations Secretary General Kofi Annan urged

the world to address global water issues to help "two billion of our   fellow human beings who are dying for want of water and sanitation." 

                      In a message marking today's celebration of World Environment Day,  Annan said a third of the world's population lack access to adequate   sanitation and one person in six does not have access to safe drinking

water. 

                      "What is needed, along with fresh water, is fresh thinking," Annan said. "We need to learn how to value water." 

                      Annan's message supported the theme of World Environment Day,  which this year highlights the centrality of water to human survival and   sustainable development under the theme "Water: Two Billion People

Are Dying for It!" 

                      Water related diseases are responsible for some 80 percent of illnesses  and deaths in the developing world, Annan said, and kill a child every eight seconds. This situation, the UN Secretary General explained, is

"made all the more tragic by our long standing knowledge that these  diseases are easily preventable." 

                      Improvement of water services in the developing world over the past  two decades have largely been cancelled out by population growth and  many parts of the world face continued water scarcity that has been

increased by climate change, pollution and over consumption. 

                      Annan says the challenge is "to provide water services to all, especially  the poor." 

                      The world cannot afford to continue mismanaging  water supplies, UN Secretary General Kofi Annan said.

                       The true value of water is often not reflecting in its  cost, Annan said, and this issue must be examined."It is one of the crueler ironies of today's world  water situation that those with the lowest income

generally pay the most for their water," Annan  said. 

                      There are practical solutions worth considering, he explained, including  simple and cheap process of rainwater harvesting. 

                      The world needs to maximize water productivity, Annan said, in   particular in agriculture, which accounts for the "lion's share of global water use yet is often inefficient in many of its routine water-using

practices." 

                      The challenge extends to ensuring that that rivers and groundwater  aquifers that are shared between two or more countries are "equitably  and harmoniously managed," Annan added. 

                      There is growing concern in particular about the world's groundwater  supplies and a new report released today by the UN Environment    Programme (UNEP) paints a worrying picture of the increasing stress

and strain on many of the word's natural underground reservoirs. 

                      Throughout the developing - and industrialized - world, humanity's thirst  for water is taking its toll on groundwater supplies, according to the  report "Groundwater and its Susceptibility to Degradation." 

                      "Some two billion people and as much as 40 percent of agriculture is at  least partly reliant on these hidden stores," said UNEP Executive   Director Klaus Toepfer. "Groundwater also supplements river flows,

                      springs and wetlands vital for rural and urban communities and wildlife.   Indeed most of the world's liquid freshwaters are found not in rivers  and lakes, but below ground". 

                      The report cites cases from across the world to highlight the global   threat while also outlining a range of options to help secure and  conserve supplies. 

                      For example almost a fifth of the water in storage in the huge  Ogalla/High Plains Aquifer of the Midwest of the United States has   been removed. 

                      The number of overexploited aquifers in Mexico has increased from 32  in 1975 to nearly 130 by the 1990s and in Spain, more than half of the  nearly 100 aquifers are overexploited. 

                      In a finding the report details as "ironic," some cities in very dry and arid regions like the Arabian Gulf are suffering a form of flooding,  known as water logging, because of a heavy dependence on  desalinated water from the coast which is leaking and becoming trapped in the ground. 

                      A typical Arabian Gulf coast city may be losing as much as a third of its water supplies to leaky mains and even more from over-watering of  parks and gardens, according to the report, and this heavy reliance on treated sea water is, in some cases, partly due to these cities having  polluted their own underground waters making them unfit for human  consumption. 

                      Officials with the UNEP unveiled the report today in Beirut, Lebanon,  marking the first time the UN's celebration of World Environment Day  has been held in the Arab world. Toepfer says this report will have

"particular resonance in a region where it is estimated that in some    areas over 90 per cent of the population could be suffering severe  water stress by 2032." 

                      The report suggests that a long term approach conserving and  sustainably managing groundwaters is vital to overcome political and  social challenges of curbing water use. Groundwaters should be   managed in tandem with rivers, lakes and reservoirs, the report  recommends, in an "Integrated Water Management" approach. 

                          Many consider investments in clean water and sanitation key  to improving the lives of the

                          world's poorest individuals. (Photo courtesy World Health    Organization)

Hopefully its findings will  ensure that underground  water supplies are no longer                                                'out of sight and thus out of   mind', but quite rightly conserved for current and future generations,"

Toepfer said. 

                      Annan again urged the industrialized world to make firm commitments  to increasing development aid to the developing world and pleaded for a  doubling of annual spending on safe drinking water and sanitation. 

                      The issue of funding such projects, added Lebanon's Prime Minister   Rafik Hariri, is vital at a time when many industrialized countries are  focused on security issues. Such a focus is shortsighted, Hariri says. 

                      "Coming from a region trying to achieve sustainable development under   the threat of war and aggression, I can testify that resolving conflicts in  such a way that safeguards and respects human dignity and national

                      rights, is a prerequisite to achieving sustainable development," Hariri   said. "It is particularly sad to witness the spending of trillions of dollars  on armament and wars, at a time when international aid for   development is diminishing." 

                      "We cannot win a 'war on terror' if we fail to attain peaceful coexistence and wage a war on poverty and injustice," Hariri said. 

                      The UNEP report on groundwater can be found at                     http://www.unep.org/DEWA/water/groundwater/ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Africa News

HEADLINE: UN UNEP urges action to better manage globe's groundwaters; World Environment Day June 5: Water - Two billion people are dying for it!

      BODY:

      (Reissued as received.)

      BEIRUT/NAIROBI - (UNEP) - Many of the world's "natural underground reservoirs", upon which 2 billion

      people depend for drinking water and irrigation, are under increasing stress and strain, a new report launched

      on World Environment Day shows.

      The report, by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), paints a worrying picture of this

      critical, hidden, natural resource as growing and thirsty cities, industries and agriculture take their toll.

      It cites cases from across the world to highlight the global threat while also outlining a range of options to

      help secure and conserve supplies.

      In Arizona, the United States, 400 million cubic metres of ground water is being removed annually which is

      about double the amount being replaced by recharge from rainfall. 

      Almost a fifth of the water in storage in the huge Ogalla/High Plains Aquifer of the Midwest of the United

      States has been removed.

      The water table there has fallen in recent decades by, on average, three metres and up to 30 metres in

      some places.

      Other countries highlighted include Mexico where the number of aquifers considered over-exploited has

      jumped from 32 in 1975 to nearly 130 by the 1990s, says the report, Groundwater and its Susceptibility to

      Degradation. Impacts, include contamination by salt as seawater seeps in to replace the freshwater loss and

      contamination from the surface caused by pumping. Land subsidence causing damage to property and

      infrastructure has been recorded in several states including Mexico City, Queretaro and Celaya, as a result of

      the falling water table.

      In Spain, more than half of the nearly 100 aquifers are over-exploited. "In the important Segura River Basin

      of eastern Spain, the ratio of ground water storage depletion to available renewable water resources has

      increased from less than 20 per cent in the mid-1980s to 130 per cent by 1995."

      Ironically, some cities in very dry and arid regions like the Arabian Gulf are suffering a form of flooding, known as waterlogging, because of a heavy dependence on desalinated water from the coast which is leaking and

    becoming trapped in the ground.

      A typical Arabian Gulf coast city may be losing as much as a third of its water supplies to leaky mains and

      even more from over-watering of parks and gardens. This heavy reliance on treated sea-water is, in some

      cases, partly due to these cities having polluted their own underground waters making them unfit for human

      consumption.

      The report, which is being released at the main World Environment Day celebrations in Lebanon, is also

      being launched at several key locations around the world including at a conference in London, United

      Kingdom, on 4 June called Environment Day "Event 2003". This is being hosted by Barbara Young, the Chief

      Executive of the Environment Agency.

      Klaus Toepfer, UNEP's Executive Director, said: "Some 2 billion people and as much as 40 per cent of

      agriculture is at least partly reliant on these hidden stores. Groundwater also supplements river flows, springs

      and wetlands vital for rural and urban communities and wildlife. Indeed most of the world's liquid freshwaters

      are found not in rivers and lakes, but below ground". (Vital Water Graphics 2002 can be found at

      http://www.unep.org/vitalwater/index.htm)

      "We are here in Lebanon for World Environment Day, the first time the event has been held in the Arab

      world. This report will have particular resonance in a region where it is estimated that in some areas over 90

      per cent of the population could be suffering severe water stress by 2032", he said.

      Mr. Toepfer said the past 50 years had been marked by dramatic increases in the use of ground waters as

      populations have grown, demand for food has climbed and industrialization has expanded in the developed

      and into the developing world.

      "This report is both cause for hope and concern. It shows that many underground supplies are proving quite

      resilient to chemical and other kinds of pollutants because slow passage through the rocks above them helps

      reduce or even eliminate health-hazardous substances before they reach supplies", he added.

      "However, they appear more vulnerable to neglect or over-use. If a lake, river or reservoir becomes depleted

      or dries up, the event is highly visible, there is public outcry and often action taken. I hope that this report

      will serve as a wake up call concerning the human, social and economic consequences of squandering our

      vital underground water supplies. Hopefully its findings will ensure that underground water supplies are no

      longer out of sight and thus out of mind', but quite rightly conserved for current and future generations",

      said Mr. Toepfer.

      The United Nations Millennium Development Goals and the water component of the World Summit on

      Sustainable Development's Plan of Implementation will be almost impossible to achieve without improvements  in water efficiency in agriculture, industry and households which should in turn conserve freshwaters above  and below ground.

      Martin Walshe, Senior Water Adviser at the United Kingdom's Department for International Development

      (DFID), said: "The importance of water and its fundamental contribution to sustainable development is now

      recognized, but the contribution of water to poverty reduction will only be realized if it is set in the broader

      context of social and economic development and environmental improvement. At a regional level,

      groundwater is of huge importance in Africa, Asia and Central and South America. Nationally, countries from

      Palestine to Denmark are dependent on groundwater and examples of local reliance can be drawn from

      Mexico City to Ethiopia".

      "In a rural context, groundwater provides the mainstay for agricultural irrigation and will be the key to

      providing additional resources for food security. However, concerns are growing over the sustainability of

      individual water sources and there is a growing need for management strategies that recognize the complex

      linkages that exist between groundwater supplies, urban land use and effluent disposal", he added.

      Brian Morris, principal hydrogeologist at the British Geological Survey in the United Kingdom which has been involved in the report, said: "The difficulty in managing groundwaters lies in the fact that they are often

      easy and relatively cheap to tap for large numbers of users. What is needed is pragmatic management such

      as increasing public and government awareness, properly resourcing the agencies that manage groundwater,

      supporting community management and encouraging the use of incentives and disincentives particularly in

      poorer countries and rural areas. It is vital we give groundwaters value like any other scarce resource".

      Key Findings

      Falling Water Tables

      The UNEP report, compiled in conjunction with the British Geological Survey and funding from the United

      Kingdom's Department for International Development and Belgian Development Cooperation, links the fate of  many of the world's growing cities with the prudent management of their underground water supplies.

      It lists 12 megacities, ones whose populations exceed 10 million, who are dependent on ground waters.

      These are Bangkok, Beijing, Buenos Aires, Cairo, Calcutta, Dhaka, Jakarta, London, Manila, Mexico City,

      Shanghai and Tehran.

      Rural areas can also be heavily dependent on groundwaters. The report highlights rural India where 50 per

      cent of irrigation water and 80 per cent of drinking water, much of which is brought to the surface from a

      network of 3 million hand-pumped wells, comes from underground.

      Some countries are heavily dependent on aquifers for agriculture.

      Saudi Arabia's agriculture is almost exclusively dependent on aquifers with 96 per cent of its water for

      irrigation coming from underground.

      This is followed by Bangladesh, 69 per cent; Tunisia, 61 per cent; Syria, 60 per cent; India, 53 per cent and

      Pakistan, 34 per cent.

      Some arid parts of the world have identified vast reserves of ancient groundwater, so called palaeowater,

      formed thousands of years ago in a wetter climatic period. Libya, for example, is taking 7 million litres of

      water a minute from over 1,000 boreholes that tap aquifer systems below remote areas in the Southern

      Sahara. The water is transported in pipes, the Great Man-Made River', to the Mediterranean Coast 500 to

      900 kilometres away.

      Dhaka, Bangladesh, is an example of how heavy abstraction from urban aquifers can trigger profound

      impacts. There are now an estimated 1,300 boreholes tapping underground water for the city and its

      suburbs.

      In some areas the water table has fallen by as much as 40 metres. New boreholes are producing a third less

      than ones dug in the 1970s as a result, surveys show.

      In Lima, Peru, deeper and more expensive boreholes are having to be dug to meet demand and the energy

      costs of water production have risen by a quarter.

      The risks of over-exploitation can be catastrophic in economic terms, especially in rural areas dependent on

      irrigation. The freshwater can become contaminated with salt, making it unfit for human consumption and

      most agriculture. Removing the salt is costly and energy-intensive, making it too expensive for many

      developing countries to consider.

      Rising Water Tables

      Paradoxically, in some very dry parts of the world, water levels are rising with striking effects.

      In Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, the population has soared from 20,000 in 1920 to over 1.2 million. Piped water is

      being pumped from the coast from desalination plants, which remove salt from seawater, to meet a high

      demand of more than 600 litres per person per day.

      An estimated one third of the piped water is lost to leaks from the city's mains. At the same time, there are

      losses from underground storage tanks. Over-irrigation of lawns, road-side verges and parks means that a

      great deal of water is now leaking into the ground. The geology under Riyadh is such that the water cannot

      easily seep away.

      Basements and pipes have been damaged and deformed. The city has been forced to deploy expensive

      pumping equipment to tackle the problem.

      The report cites Kuwait and Doha, Qatar, as suffering similar problems. It says that here additional impacts

      are being felt. The de-salinized water, percolating through the ground, is dissolving naturally-occurring salts

      that in turn attack and corrode concrete and the steel-reinforcing of foundations and other infrastructure.

      Fixing leaky pipes, metering, pricing reform, incentives for drip irrigation and hosepipe bans are among a

      range of measures that might reduce losses and the phenomenon of water-logging' being witnessed in some

      areas of the Arabian Gulf.

      Pollution

      World-wide, the ground is used for the disposal of all kinds of wastes. Fortunately, many toxic wastes are

      absorbed and broken down by natural processes such as bacteria. However, some are not so easily degraded

      and in some cases so much waste is entering the ground, that its natural ability to break down pollutants is

      exceeded.

      Meanwhile, not all the rock strata is the same and some are less efficient at neutralizing pollutants. This can

      also threaten the viability of local underground supplies.

      Merida, Mexico, highlights this concern. Concentrations of sewage-linked bacteria can, in some

      groundwaters, be several thousand times higher than that allowed under international health limits.

      Elsewhere, other potentially damaging pollution includes pesticides, fertilizers and industrial chemicals and

      wastes.

      Research from Barbados, where the weedkillers atrazine and ametryn are applied widely, has found pesticide

      contamination in boreholes as high as 3 microgrammes per litre, or 50 per cent higher than the World Health

      Organization (WHO) guideline.

      On Gran Canaria in the Canary Islands, levels of fertilizer-linked nitrates have been detected in underground

      water sources at levels as high as 70 milligrammes per litre. The contamination, which is 120 milligrammes

      higher than the WHO guideline limit, is related to banana production.

      Solving the Problems

      The report makes numerous suggestions on how groundwaters can be conserved and sustainably managed.

      But it concedes that many potential improvements and remedies are politically and socially difficult unless

      long-term goals are adopted.

      Those managing water supplies, such as water agencies and government water departments, need to

      manage groundwaters in tandem with rivers, lakes and reservoirs, a so-called Integrated Water Management

      approach.

      Economic actions, not directly related to groundwater, may have a big impact on water use. Promoting

      alternative rural livelihoods, such as brick making and textiles, which are less water intensive than

      agriculture, may help diversify the economy away from heavy reliance on irrigation which has become a

      particularly heavy and low-value use of groundwater. Indeed economic development generally can give a

      country and its communities more options' leading to less reliance on ground and surface waters as a whole.

      Diversifying rural economies may require investments in training and the availability of credit to get small,

      alternative, businesses upand running. The report says this may require new thinking among traditional water

      agencies involving alliances with departments of industry, commerce and education.

      In many developing countries, including ones in Africa, a chronic lack of hard facts on the condition of their

      groundwaters makes it difficult to draw up action plans. Making these hard facts publicly available is even

      more crucial and vital for building trust when aquifers are shared between one or more countries.

      A monitoring and early warning project, coordinated by UNEP and the United Nations Education, Science and Cultural Organization, in seven West African cities including Abidjan, Niamey and Dakar has helped by

      pin-pointing pollution hot spots' and threats to aquifers. The scheme has been extended to three countries in

      Eastern Africa which are Ethiopia, Kenya and Zambia.

      Notes to Editors

      The report, "Groundwater and its Susceptibility to Degradation : A global assessment of the problem and

      options for management", is available at Earthprint (www.earthprint.com). It is also available, along with the

      report on West African city aquifers, at http://www.unep.org/DEWA/water/groundwater/

      Each year, the main World Environment Day celebrations are held in a city at the invitation of the

      Government. This year it will be in Beirut.

      World Environment Day, considered one of the most important events on the environment calendar, is

      celebrated every year in more than 100 countries. The occasion serves to inspire political and community

      action. Governments, individuals, non-governmental organizations, community and youth groups, business,

      industry and the media undertake a variety of activities aimed at renewing their commitment to the

      protection of the environment.

      Individuals and organizations are invited to post details about their planned World Environment Day events

      and learn about what others are doing to celebrate World Environment Day across the globe. The World

      Environment Day Web site is www.unep.org/wed

      CONTACT: Eric Falt, UNEP Spokesman/Director of the Division of

      Communications and Public Information

      Tel: +254 2 623292

      e-mail: eric.falt@unep.org

      Nick Nuttall, UNEP Head of Media

      Tel: +254 2 623084

      e-mail: nick.nuttall@unep.org
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XINHUA GENERAL NEWS SERVICE

June 5, 2003, Thursday
HEADLINE: World Environment Day celebrated in post-drought Afghanistan

      BODY:

      Hundreds of officials and environmentalists gathered on Thursday at a university campus in the Afghan

      capital city to celebrate the World Environment Day, as President Hamid Karzai called for preventing the

      abuse of natural resources in the country's post-war reconstruction.

      The event, jointly organized by the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) and the Afghan Ministry of  Irrigation, Water Resources and Environment, provided an opportunity for Afghan people to consider the

      importance of the environment in their daily lives, organizers said. President Karzai, who was currently in

      London for an official visit, said in a written statement that over 23 years of war and neglect in the country

      had caused serious and irreversible impacts on the environment. 

      "The merciless cutting of trees in the last two decades has resulted in serious flooding and other disastrous

      impacts on the parts of our country," Karzai said, calling on all relevant organizations in the country to

      prevent the abuse of natural forests and to revive and create the Greenbelt.

      United Nations special envoy to Afghanistan Lakhdar Brahimi said on the occasion that the lingering drought

      in the past five years had added to the insecurity in Afghanistan, and placed an awful burden on Afghans

      who already suffered from decades of war.

      However, good rains have returned to Afghanistan since late last year, and it was hopeful that the water

      would bring the benefits of increased agricultural production, more jobs and more food, he said.

      "Afghanistan is exactly the right place to celebrate the World Environment Day. Eighty-five percent of the

      population in Afghanistan directly depends on the environment for their daily livelihoods and subsistence,"

      said Pekka Haavisto, chairman of the UNEP's Afghanistan Task Force.

      With the issue of water as the theme of this year's World Environment Day, the UN environment official

      said that "water quality and quantity...is one of the most pressing challenges not only facing Afghanistan,

      but also the world community today."

      A UNEP study earlier found that while Afghanistan as a whole uses less than one-third of its potential water

      resources of 75 billion cubic meters, regional differences in water supply, inefficient use and wastage mean

      that large part of the country suffers water scarcity.
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Agence France Presse   

June 5, 2003 Thursday 

      HEADLINE: Greens glum as World Environment Day heads for 30th anniversary 

      BODY: 

      Ecologists sounded a note of dismay on Wednesday on the eve of the 30th United Nations World

      Environment Day, an annual event aimed at boosting awareness about the planet's deteriorating health. 

      Diminishing biodiversity, global warming, depleted fishstocks, shrinking supplies of unsullied freshwater, the

      plundering of virgin tropical forests -- all head a long list of problems that campaigners said should be

      urgently tackled. 

      "International efforts to save biodiversity fall woefully short of what is needed," Sebastien Moncorps, director

      of the French committee of the Geneva-based World Conservation Union (IUCN), told AFP. In its latest

      update on species numbers, the IUCN said the world was faced with a "major extinction crisis", mainly due

      to the disappearance of endangered species' habitat. 

      One mammal species in four and every reptile and amphibian species in three are threatened with being

      wiped out. In all, 5,500 animal species and 34,000 species of flora are considered at risk. 

      As for global warming, environmentalists complained the world was now losing its will to deal with what

      climate scientists say is the biggest man-made threat to human life. 

      "There now seems to be a widening gap between political declaration and the work on the ground,"

      commented Kaj Barlund, director of the environment and human settlements division at the UN Economic

      Commission for Europe (UNECE). 

      "If this gap cannot be narrowed swiftly, there is little hope of seeing the Kyoto (Protocol) targets met. In

      that case, climate change will accelerate rather than slow down." 

      Proof of this, said Greenpeace, was the fact that all controversial environment issues were either absent or

      diluted to nothingness at the Group of Eight (G8) summit in Evian this week. 

      Two years ago, the European Union led a drive to save the Kyoto Protocol -- a United Nations pact which

      commits industrialised signatories to cutting emissions of greenhouse gases, that invisible pollution from

      burning oil, gas and coal which traps solar energy and has the potential to alter the world's climate system. 

      The EU's salvage operation was triggered by US President George W. Bush's decision to abandon Kyoto on

      the grounds that it was too costly for the United States' oil-dependent economy and unfair because it did

      not require fast-growing emerging nations to make any cuts. 

      Since then, Kyoto has entered a state of limbo. It still requires ratification by Russia to push it over a

      threshold so that it becomes an international treaty. 

      But Russia is dragging its feet over this, apparently upset that the financial windfall that it was expecting

      under Kyoto's carbon-trading market will be much smaller than expected because of the US pullout. 

      Worse, according to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), greenhouse gas pollution  by developing countries, after stabilising during the 1990s, is likely to grow by 17 percent from 2000 to 2010.

      World Environment Day on Thursday changes venue and theme each year. 

      This year's host city is Beirut and the issue is the looming crisis over freshwater, particularly aquifers -- the

      underground reservoirs that are fast being run down by over-exploitation. 

      These vital supplies are under increasing stress and strain, Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the UN

      Environment Programme (UNEP), warned. 

      "Some two billion people and as much as 40 percent of agriculture is at least partly reliant on some of these

      hidden stores," he said, ushering in a UNEP report on the state of the planet's "natural underground

      reservoirs". 

      ri/gil 

      UN-environment 

      LOAD-DATE: June 5, 2003 

 __________________________________________________________________________________________

The Guardian (London) 

June 5, 2003 

HEADLINE: Trickling away - a life and death commodity: UN warns that underground supplies of water,  crucial to billions, are remorselessly decreasing 

      Groundwater, the unseen source of life for two billion people, is diminishing almost everywhere in the world,

      according to a study published today by the UN Environment Programme (Unep). 

      So much water has been pumped from beneath Mexico City that buildings have in some places sunk two

      metres. The water table under the high plains in the American Midwest has fallen on average by three metres

      a decade and up to 30 metres in some places. So much has been extracted from southern Florida that the

      aquifers are at risk of flooding by sea water. Paradoxically, some cities in the Arabian Gulf have become

      waterlogged because of leaking pipes from coastal desalination plants. 

      Twelve cities of more than 10 million people - including Bangkok, Shanghai, London and Calcutta - rely on

      underground water reserves. 

      "Some two billion people and as much as 40% of agriculture is at least partly reliant on these hidden stores,"

      said Klaus Toepfer, executive di rector of Unep. "Groundwater also supplements river flows, springs and

      wetlands vital for rural and urban communities and wildlife. Most of the world's liquid freshwaters are found

      not in rivers and lakes, but below ground." 

      The world population has more than doubled in the past 60 years; water is used heavily by both industry

      and agriculture. 

      The report, published to mark World Environment Day today, warns that in rural India, 50% of irrigation

      water and 80% of drinking water comes from underground, through 3m hand-pumped wells. 

      Around 96% of Saudi Arabia's water and 69% of Bangladesh's comes from below ground. 

      There are 1,300 boreholes tapping water below Dhaka, the Bangladeshi capital, and in some areas the water

      table has fallen by 40 metres. 

      Some 450m people in 29 countries live with chronic water shortages. One person in six cannot rely on safe

      drinking water. 

      More than 2billion people have no adequate sanitation. Water-borne diseases kill a child every eight seconds,

      and are behind 80% of all illnessand death in the developing world. 

      Most of all, water means food. It takes 1,000 tonnes of water to grow a tonne of wheat; 2000 tonnes to

      produce a tonne of rice. The worry is that the people most at risk - small farmers in poor rural districts - will

      be the first to suffer as wells dry and water tables sink. 

      "We need to learn how to value water," said Kofi Annan, UN secretary general. "While in some instances, that  may mean making users pay a realistic price, it must never mean depriving already marginalised people of this resource. It is one of the crueller ironies of today's world water situation that those with the lowest income

generally pay the most for their water." 

      Underground water once fed the fountains in Trafalgar Square: for decades, the fountains have been

      provided by pumps. But ironically, as heavy industry has closed down, water levels below London have begun to rise. Other nations face a future with that sinking feeling. 

      "Some of the most spectacular Spanish buildings in Mexico City have suffered from subsidence," said John

      Chilton of the British Geological Survey, one of the report's co-authors. 

      "Some of the oases in central Jordan are threatened because extraction of groundwater far up the system is

      diminishing ground water discharge to oases and wetlands." 

      Link: www.unep.org/DEWA/water/ groundwater The report in full 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

The Pakistan Newswire

June 5, 2003 Thursday

HEADLINE: The world environment day /'Water Critical to Sustainable Development'
      BODY:

      The World Environment Day was celebrated at Karachi through a Declamation Competition 'Youth - The

      Champions of Blue Revolution, which was organized by Foundation For 'Progress' in collaboration with the

      University of Karachi, Departments of Education & Environment & Alternate Energy, Government of Sindh,

      under its 'Building Partnerships, Promoting Sustainability' program and in continuation of its environmental

      awareness and educational services at the FTC auditorium. More than 100,000 students throughout the

      Sindh province participated in the screening and initial rounds of which 150 qualified to compete for the

      finals. The program was inaugurated by The Chief Secretary Sindh Mr. K.B Rind in the presence of Dr. M.A

      Wajid, Chairman 'Progress', Mr. Mohammad Hassan Bhutto, Chairman Sindh Public Service Commission, Mr. M.   Aslam Sanjrani, Secretary Environment & Alternate Energy, Mr. Shamsul Haq Memon, Secretary Forest &  Wildlife, Dr. M.A Rauf, Registrar, University of Karachi, Lt. Col (r) Syed Akbar Husain, Chairman, Export  Processing Zones Authority, Brigadier Javed Ashraf, M.D, Karachi Water & Sewage Board, Commodore M. Abid  Saleem, Commandant Cadet College Petaro, Captain Asif Saleem, Commandant, Pakistan Naval Academy,

      Captain Falaksher Khadim, Commander Abdul Razzaq, Commander I.A Khanzada, Commodore Said Akber

      Siddiqui, Commandant Pakistan Marine Academy, Col. Wahid Khan, Commandant ATTS Sindh Police, Vice

      Consul General of Qatar, members of the diplomatic corps, professors of Sindh universities and colleges, elite

      of the city and more than 300 three hundred students representing the entire Sindh student community. In

      his welcome and keynote address, Dr. M.A Wajid, Chairman 'Progress' outlined the objectives of the World

      Environment Day Declamation Competition, were as to provide the students an opportunity to demonstrate

      and develop fundamental skills in public speaking and to encourage them for entering such events which is an

      achievement in itself. And that their public dialogue is a genuine contribution to the cause of the community,

      environment and the cause of free speech. "To educate and encourage the youth to become active

      leaders in the movement towards preservation and conservation of water. To emphasize the critical

      importance that water holds to the human existence and sustainable development and that quality of life and

      poverty is closely linked to water scarcity, water pollution, environmental degradation and increasing

      population". Dr. Wajid said that the demand for freshwater has increased six-fold between 1900 and 1995,

      twice the rate of population growth. The global population will expand from today's 6 billion people to almost

      8 billion in 2025. By then, more than 80 percent of the world's population will be living in developing

      countries and that the number of countries facing water stress will increase from 29 today to 34 in 2025.

      "Competition for water is also increasing among different water uses, including water for ecological needs.

      For the poor, access to even a rudimentary level of municipal water supply is frequently denied, and they

      may be constrained to use untreated water from highly unreliable sources. Waterborne diseases are causing

      immense suffering and loss of productivity, with the poor suffering disproportionately. In developing

      countries, where 56 percent of the population will be living in urban areas by 2025, the share of water going

      toward domestic uses will also need to grow substantially". He said that water pollution is one of the most

      serious environmental problems facing the developing world. The direct disposal of domestic and industrial

      wastewater into watercourses is the major source of pollutants. One in five people living today does not

      have access to safe drinking water, and half the world's population does not have adequate sanitation.

      "The striking lesson that emerges in water related sector is that, as competition for water increases, a more

      comprehensive and integrated approach to water operations is needed to encompass goals of social welfare,

      environmental integrity, and economic productivity". The Chief Secretary Sindh, Mr. K.B Rind in his inaugural  address stressed upon the importance of environment and education and the critical role they play in

      sustainable community development. He complimented the students who had reached the finals of the

      declamation competition and urged upon them to work hard with full devotion to their studies and to create

      for themselves, based on merit a place not only at national but international levels. He said students and

      youth were the most powerful force that a nation could have. Mobilizing and directing their vigour, vitality,

      energy and desire for achieving excellence into purposeful directions can change the destiny of the nations,

      in this task teachers had a very important role to play. Teachers were the backbones of the educational

      system. Improving the quality of teacher would have direct bearing on the overall development of the

      students. Mr. K.B Rind said that environment and education related events were both the first and the last

      function he had and was attending both on assuming and on relinquishing the office the Chief Secretary

      Sindh and that incidently both these functions the Chief Secretary said were organized by Foundation For

      'Progress'. The Chief Secretary complimented Dr. Wajid and 'Progress' on his handwork, dedicated,

      persistence and sincerity in striving to improve and better the quality of life of the underprivileged and

      marginalized communities through education, health and environment related activities. The Secretary

      Environment & Alternate Energy, Mr. M. Aslam Sanjrani said the water is life. Yet this precious resource is

      widely mismanaged. Unless we change our ways of managing water, we will face serious crisis in the near

      future. Unlike the energy crisis, the water crisis is life threatening. Without water, ecosystems are

      destroyed. Increasingly. As we enter the 21st century, one-third of the world's people lice in countries with

      moderate to high water stress. The Secretary Forest & Wildlife, Mr. Shamsul Haq Memon said that the issue

      of water - its quality, its quantity, and its guaranteed availability to all people regardless of income or social

      status - is one of the most pressing challenges facing the world community today. Pakistan a country of

      140 million people, projected to increase to over 200 million in 10 years, is also over pumping its aquifers. It

      is estimated that hardly 75% in urban areas and just over 50% in rural areas may have access to drinking

      water. What is needed, along with fresh water, is fresh thinking. We need to learn how to value water. We

      need to find simple and cheap solutions. Speaking on behalf of the Governor Mr. Faisal Malik, Advisor/Minister  For Environment & Alternate Energy said that in the recent years, we have witnessed growing anxieties  and, indeed, alarm about the problems surrounding the use, availability and quality of freshwater. Water  especially fresh drinking water has been on the agenda of international and national priorities, reflecting

      better understanding of the issues and wider recognition of the seriousness of the situation both now and in

      the future. "There are many reasons for the water sector problems. The government has no hesitation in

      taking its responsibility and in acknowledging that it could and can contribute in a better way, however I say

      to you, we have all of us to blame. We have failed in a catalogue of ways: to set priorities; to use our

      collective knowledge and wisdom; to generate needed resources; to help each other; to legislate for

      sustainable use of water; to weigh the merits and demerits of various choices; to exploit partnerships; to

      engage all the different actors and sectors involved in freshwater issues; to communicate and listen to each

      others' concerns; and to act together". Education, training, and the raising of public awareness

      capacity-building in both its human and institutional dimensions are additional prerequisites for achieving all

      our water-related objectives. The Minister thanked Dr. Wajid for organizing and holding the World

      Environment Day program and assured him of both his personal and government's support in all efforts that

      promote sustainable development and in particular the protection and promotion of environment and related

      areas. Vice Admiral Irfan Ahmed, Commander Karachi, the guest of honor said that Pakistan Navy places

      great importance towards education of both the Naval personnel and their children. He further said that to

      begin at the beginning, we cannot talk about education for sustainability without first addressing the

      challenge of Education for All. This is the challenge that Pakistan has to take up with all its efforts and

      resources, for creating a community that commits itself to a program of action for meeting basic learning

      needs, reducing illiteracy, expanding social services for children, and improving the quality of education at

      the school, college and university levels. Vice Admiral Irfan Ahmed said that the issues relating to the

      environment cross all boundaries social, cultural, economic and geographical. The environment is not and

      cannot be the sole responsibility of one sector, one discipline, one institution, group or organization.

      Responsibility for the protection of the environment and the country's natural resource base lies with the

      whole nation. He reiterated that Pakistan Navy would extend all support and assistance to all efforts leading

      to environmental protection and conservation. Others who spoke on the occasion included Dr. M.A Rauf,

      Registrar Karachi University, Brigadier Javed Ashraf, M.D, Karachi Water & Sewage Board, Commodore Jamal  Abdullah and Croup Captain M. Maqbool Ahmed Rahbar. The World Environment Day program concluded   with the presentation of championship trophies to the winning students by the advisor environment, Mr.   Faisal Malik and Vice Admiral Irfan Ahmed, Commander Karachi. The Declamation Championship trophy was  won by Cadet College Petaro, while SZABIST, D.H.A College for Women, Hamdard University, Greenwich   University, St. Joseph's College, Army Public School "O" Level, Bahria College Karsaz secured positions in the  four categories. This was followed by tea for all the participants.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

The Independent

June 5, 2003 Thursday
HEADLINE: World Environment Day today, THE INDEPENDENT

      BODY:

      The World Environment Day will be observed today (Thursday) as elsewhere in the world with the theme

      "Water- Two Billion People Dying for It".

      The Government and different non-government and international organizations have chalked out elaborate

      programs to mark the day in a befitting manner.

      The programs include bringing out processions, exhibition of photographs, carrying out cleanliness drive and

      others. 

      United Nations Secretary-General has given message on this occasion. President Dr Iajuddin Ahmed, Prime

      Minster Begum Khaleda Zia and Leader of the Opposition in Parliament Sheikh Hasina have also given

      separate messages.

      The main government-sponsored program will be held in Nachol upzila under Chapainawabganj district where  Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia will inaugurate a special program on the occasion.

      Environment and Forest Minister Shahjahan Siraj will preside over the programme, which will be attended by

      State Minister for Environment and Forest Jafrul Islam Chowdhury and the Resident Representative of

      United Nations Development Program Jorgen Lissner as the special guests.

      In his message, Kofi Annan said, "On this World Environment Day, in this International Year of Fresh water,

      let us pledge to do our utmost to respond to the plight of two billion of our fellow human being, who are

      dying for want of water".

      President Dr Iajuddin stressed the need for optimum use and proper management of natural resources

      including water.

      Prime Minister Khaleda Zia in her message, underlined the need for proper management of water at the

      national and international levels.

      Sheikh Hasina in her message from abroad made a clarion call to people to be conscious about environment

      and related issues.

      Association of Development Agencies of Bangladesh will bring out a colorful procession from in front of the

      National Museum in Shahbagh to create awareness among people about environment.

      The Hong Kong and Sanghai Banking Corporation (HSBC) has organized a photography competition at its

      Dhanmandi branch.

      To celebrate the World Environment Day, the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) Alumni

      Association of Bangladesh and JICA Bangladesh Office is going to organize a campaign to create awareness

      among the inhabitants of Dhaka to keep the city clean.

      The other organizations which will observe the day include Commonwealth Student and Youth Organization,

      the Contribution and Habitat Council Bangladesh.

      According to the report of JICA Expert for 'Solid Waste Management' who was dispatched to DCC,

      approximately 0.5 kg/person/day of solid waste is generated in Dhaka City and not disposed hygienically.

      Under this campaign, members of the association and JICA staffs will clean the 'Anwara Park' in Farmgate on

      the 5th of June. A rally would start from Manik Mia Avenue at around 09:30 AM. Officials from the

      Department of Environment and Dhaka City Corporation (DCC) are expected to attend the programme.

      The cleaning activities would start from 10 AM for an hour. President of the Alumni and Resident

      Representative of JICA would deliver message for the city people at the park.

      The program is arranged to encourage the city dwellers to keep their surroundings clean, and enjoy a cleaner

      and healthier Dhaka City.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

The Australian

June 5, 2003 

HEADLINE: UN leader highlights world water crisis - Banksia Awards/World Environment Day: A SPECIAL ADVERTISING REPORT
      BODY:

      TODAY is World Environment Day, when our attention is drawn to the world's environmental plights. It's

      also a day promoting sustainable development -- a chance to review what steps are being taken to

      safeguard our future.

      For the United Nations, World Environment Day is one of the principal vehicles to stimulate worldwide

      awareness of the environment and enhance political attention and action. 

      At a time when Australia has been suffering one of its worst droughts in living memory, the choice of this

      year's theme has proven to be prescient timing -- Water: Two Billion People are Dying for It!

      While Australians despair about the lack of water to water crops or feed animals, United Nations

      secretary-general Kofi Annan in his annual World Envirnment Day Message, outlines a more dire world view.

      "Current statistics are disturbing," he said. "One person in six lives without regular access to safe drinking

      water. "Over twice that number, 2.4 billion people lack access to adequate sanitation.

      "Water-related diseases kill a child every eight seconds, and are responsible for 80 per cent of all illnesses

      and deaths in the developing world a situation made all the more tragic by our long-standing knowledge that

      these diseases are easily preventable."

      Mr Annan acknowledged the provision of water services has risen across the developing world during the

      past 20 years, but he said those gains have largely been cancelled out by population growth.

      "Many parts of the world now face the spectre of water scarcity because of climate change, pollution and

      over-consumption," he said.

      "Our challenge is to provide water services to all, especially the poor.

      "On this World Environment Day, in this, the International Year of Freshwater, let us pledge to do our

      utmost to respond to the plight of two billion of our fellow human beings, who are dying for want of water

      and sanitation."

      While the global focus maybe on freshwater, World Environment Day also focuses on sustainable

      development and a number of Australian companies and educational institutions -- outlined in this

      supplement -- are leading the way forward in their respective industries.

      LOAD-DATE: June 4, 2003

__________________________________________________________________________________________

XINHUA GENERAL NEWS SERVICE

June 5, 2003, Thursday

      HEADLINE: Musharraf renews Pakistan's commitment to cleaner environment
      BODY:

      Pakistani President Pervez Musharraf Thursday renewed his country's commitment to a cleaner

      environment, according to the Associated Press of Pakistan.

      "Pakistan joins the international community today, in observing the World Environment Day as we renew

      our commitment to protect the planet and preserve its fragile environment for not only ourselves, but for

      the benefit of future generations," he said in a message on the World Environment Day being marked

      globally on June 5. 

      The theme chosen this year, "Water, Two Billion People are Dying for it," is most appropriate, as water is

      vital for the sustenance for all life on the earth, Musharraf said.

      The president stressed that the critical importance of water to life can be gauged from the fact that due to

      its unavailability and contamination, three million people, mostly children, die from dehydration and

      water-related diseases every year.

      Musharraf said Pakistan appreciates that conservation is the key to sustainability and it is this very

      realization that led to the formulation of a national conservation strategy with three core objectives, i.e.

      conservation of natural resources, sustainable development and improved efficiency in the use and

      management of resources.

      "Despite resource constraints, Pakistan is doing its utmost to meet the challenges in the best possible way,

      but there can be no denying the fact that these efforts need to be greatly enhanced in order to achieve the

      desired targets," said Musharraf.

      He added that on the occasion of the World Environment Day, Pakistan renews its pledge that it will do its

      utmost to provide the country and indeed the world with a cleaner and healthier environment to live in.

      LOAD-DATE: June 6, 2003

__________________________________________________________________________________________

The Straits Times (Singapore)

June 7, 2003 Saturday
HEADLINE: Underground water supplies running low;  Countries are using up water at an alarming rate because of growing populations, industrialisation and more   intensive farming

      BODY:

      LONDON - The world's natural supply of underground water, on which two billion people depend, is being run  down, a United Nations study said.

      Water tables are falling by about 3m a year across much of the developing world, said the study by the UN

      Environment Programme, according to the BBC.

      The UN said governments must act to reverse the decline, adding that growing populations, industrialisation

      and more intensive farming have contributed to a dramatic increase in the use of water. 

      Mr Klaus Toepfer, the programme's executive director, said: 'I hope that this report will serve as a wake-up

      call concerning the human, social and economic consequences of squandering our vital underground water

      supplies.'

      In parts of the Arabian Gulf, underground water sources are being contaminated by salty sea water pumped

      from the coast through leaky pipelines to boost city supplies.

      Developing countries in particular are using up groundwater at what the report calls 'an alarming rate'.

      The Bangladeshi capital of Dhaka has been tapping into its underground water sources so vigorously that in

      some places the water table has fallen by 40m. New boreholes produce a third less water than 30 years ago,

      experts say.

      But the UN says the issue is not getting enough attention because water tables are mainly hidden from view.

      'If a lake, river or reservoir becomes depleted or dries up, the event is highly visible. There is public outcry

      and often action taken,' Mr Toepfer said.

      The report says some of the world's biggest cities - including Bangkok, Cairo, Calcutta, London, Mexico City

      and Jakarta - depend on groundwater and should be 'prudent' in managing their supplies.

      The report calls for a more integrated management structure of underground water supplies and for relevant

      agencies to be given the necessary resources.

      Communities and those whose livelihoods are reliant on groundwater need to be encouraged to seek

      alternatives and should be given training and credit for doing so, it says.

      But first, the report concludes, many parts of the developing world need to be better informed of the issue

      so that they can monitor the crisis properly before it becomes any more acute.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Christian Science Monitor (Boston, MA)

June 5, 2003, Thursday

HEADLINE: A bid to make 'green' fashionable
      BODY:

      'Chic" may not be the first word that comes to mind when thinking of the United Nations' hulking

      bureaucracy. But that's the thrust behind a new UN program to promote things green - lifestyles that

      preserve rather than pirate the environment. 

      As part of that effort, the UN's Environmental Program announced this week it's working on a new initiative

      called "shopping for a better world." Though that sounds uncannily like the Bush administration's

      encouragement to spend our way out of a slump, Klaus Topfer, the UNEP's executive director, says, "What

      can be more modern, more fashionable than caring about our planet?"

      And some hip fashion retailers have signed on to the idea. On lucire.com, a cutting-edge clothing website, a

      photo of an owl-eyed model with only a hint of clothing sits next to a UNEP Fashion Industry Partner symbol.

      Click on the symbol and you leap back into UN territory.

      A site called youthxchange.com, jointly run by the UNEP and UNESCO, picks up on teen lingo to encourage

      saving the planet: "You dump, it lumps," says one catch phrase, and the site offers a ghastly example: the

      Fresh Kills landfill, serving New York City, which overtook the Great Wall of China in 1991 as the world's

      largest manmade structure.

      Our cover story today examines America's shores and oceans, which are looking a little trashy themselves.

      The ocean has long been viewed as an enormous sinkhole for an endless flow of waste. But our watery

      garbage dump seems to be getting clogged. Public awareness, like a huge ocean liner, is very slowly turning

      toward recognizing the need to protect and preserve.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Ozone Depletion Network Online Today

June 5, 2003

HEADLINE: UNEP Launches New 'Green Customs' Initiative; Brief Article
      BODY:

      The United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) recently announced it has launched a new initiative

      intended to curb the "multi-billion dollar illegal trade in ozone-depleting substances (ODS), toxic chemicals,

      hazardous wastes and endangered species" by improving "coordinated intelligence gathering, information

      exchange, guidance...and training" between partner organizations.

      UNEP said the "Green Customs" project will also feature a website, located on the World Wide Web at

      http://www.unepie.org/ozonaction/customs, focused on "training border guards to better spot and

      apprehend criminals trafficking in 'environmental commodities'." 

      "When it comes to law enforcement and customs training around the world, we urgently need a more

      coordinated international response to strengthen the domestic capacity of countries to tackle this problem,"

      said Department of Justice Environment and Natural Resources Division assistant attorney general Thomas

      Sansonetti. "The UNEP-led Green Customs initiative can provide an effective training package for

      strengthening domestic institutional capacity on environmental crime and enforcement of multilateral

      environmental agreements."

      The organization said the new website will provide customs officers with information on "upcoming training,

      environmental trainers and training presentations."

      Contact: Robert Bisset, UNEP, phone 33-1-4437-7613, e-mail robert.bisset@unep.fr.

      (EIN STAFF: 6/2)

__________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Green Customs Initiative Offers Officers New Tools 

BRUSSELS, Belgium, June 4, 2003 (ENS) - Customs officers around the world now have a new level of international support on which to rely as they attempt to stem the multi-billion dollar illegal trade in ozone depleting substances, toxic chemicals, hazardous wastes and endangered species. 

Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), which is spearheading the new initiative, Monday signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the World Customs Organization (WCO) to foster stronger ties between the two organizations on environmental enforcement issues. 

"Among its many important activities, the World Customs Organization has been providing investigative support to track environmental crime," said Toepfer. "As the only international intergovernmental organization specialized in customs matters, WCO is an essential partner in the new Green Customs initiative we are launching today." 

With a focus on training border guards to better spot and apprehend criminals trafficking in environmental commodities, UNEP has opened a new customs website at: http://www.unepie.org/ozonaction/customs/
__________________________________________________________________________________________

 Jakarta Post

June 5, 2003 Thursday

HEADLINE: World Environment Day, JAKARTA POST
      BODY:

      Today, June 5, 2003, the world is supposed to be celebrating World Environment Day as it has regularly

      done for the last few decades. One wonders, however, what we, as citizens of the world, are celebrating.

      The concept of "environment" has evolved since it started to become a global issue in the early 1970s. At

      first, it was a kind of global admission that the Earth's ecosystems are in fact fragile, and that human beings

      have been contributing much to its degradation. 

      When countries started to join efforts to strike a balance between improving the quality of human life and

      protecting the environment for the sake of future generations, a new awareness materialized. The social

      and economic welfare of human beings is closely linked to their environment. Any change in the social and

      economic fields will have an impact on the earth's environment and vice versa, whether positively or

      negatively, immediately or eventually. And in many cases, negative results are irreversible.

      Moreover, the linkages are not limited to small communities, or to specific countries. A specific decision in

      one region or country could adversely affect not only another country or region thousands of miles away,

      but the whole Planet Earth.

      Thus the Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro in 1992 concluded that the economic, social and environmental

      concerns are inescapably interlinked in world development. Hence the pledge to eradicate environmental

      problems, reduce poverty, and foster sustainable development as an integrated global cooperation. One

      cannot be separated from the others. How far has the world progressed in the last few decades? The

      statistics are not encouraging.

      According to one recent report, by virtually every broad measure, our world is in a state of pervasive

      ecological decline. Primary tropical forests -- the most diverse ecosystems on the planet -- are disappearing

      at a rate probably exceeding 140,000 square kilometers per year. About 30 percent of surviving forest is

      seriously fragmented or otherwise degraded.

      Another statistic shows that the world is in profound geochemical flux. Certain forms of pollution are altering

      the global chemical cycles that "regulate" key ecosystem processes, contributing among other things to the

      rapid climate changes that hamper crop harvests in many countries, abnormally inundates other countries,

      and provoke desertification in still other parts of the globe.

      Our world is also increasingly burdened by the long-term risks associated with toxic chemicals. By a very

      conservative estimate, global production of hazardous wastes has reached 300 million to 500 million tons per

      year. The ensuing chemical damage inflicted on the natural world and human bodies is hard to calculate. But

      evidence is turning up on the pollution of aquifers, the underground water deposits. Aquifers contribute to

      more than half the volume of lakes and rivers, and are also major sources of irrigation and drinking water.

      Furthermore, increasing numbers of people in our world lack the means to live a decent life. The global

      population now exceeds 6.2 billion, more than double of what it was in 1950, and it is projected to rise to

      between 7.9 billion and 10.9 billion by 2050. Most of this increase will occur in the developing world, where

      nearly 1.2 billion people are surviving on less than the equivalent of $1 a day, much less than the amount of

      daily subsidies provided for cattle in the rich countries of Europe and North America.

      These questions remain unanswered as yet: How do we protect earth's fragile ecosystems without denying

      billions of people the chance of a better life? How do we improve the human condition without wrecking the

      delicate balance that sustains all life on this planet? As clearly put forward in the latest edition Vital Signs

      2003, published by The Worldwatch Institute in cooperation with UNEP (United Nations Environment

      Program), the twin goals cannot be achieved as long as humanity remains divided into the extremes of rich

      and poor. Two different types of environmental destruction result: The wealthy impose the heaviest toll on

      the planet by their materials-intensive, pollution-laden lifestyles, whereas the poor generally live with some

      of the worst local environmental conditions, eking out a meager living only by taxing their croplands, forests,

      and water resources to the limits. Globalization has deepened these disparities.

      The disparities are widening not only among rich and poor countries, they are found as well within individual

      countries. In Indonesia for example, the richest 20 percent of the population get 41.1 percent of the national

      income, while the poorest 20 percent are left with only 9.0 percent.

      Indonesia is not a latecomer in this global struggle to find a balance between improving its human condition

      and protecting its environment. By 1978 Indonesia had included a state minister in charge of the

      environment in the cabinet.

      The result so far, however, is not encouraging. The state minister remains a state minister, without portfolio,

      without substantial authority to execute its policies.

      For example, between 1985 through 1998, during Soeharto's regime, the rate of deforestation varied

      between 1.6 to 1.8 million hectares a year. In the year 2000 alone, Indonesia lost more than 2 million

      hectares of its natural forests, an area half the size of Switzerland. By 2002, the rate has reached more than

      2.4 million hectares. The minister of environment is not provided with proportionate authority to stop or

      control it.

      It is not surprising that even a provincial governor can stubbornly reject its decree. And Jakarta, in fact the

      whole country, has nothing to celebrate in this World Environment Day.

      LANGUAGE: ENGLISH

      JOURNAL-CODE: m25

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Manila Bulletin

June 5, 2003
      HEADLINE: RP joins world in celebrating Environment Day; Main News

     BODY:

      Secretary Elisea G. Gozun of the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) led yesterday

      local government officials and civic organizations in a tree planting activity and cleanup of coastal areas in

      Manila Bay as the country joined more than 180 other countries in celebrating World Environment Day.

      The celebration, with this year's theme "Water - Two Billion People Are Dying For It," focused on the

      importance of water, especially clean drinking water, for every life on the planet.

      The United Nations, in a resolution passed in 1972, declared every June 5 of each year as World Earth Day,

      urging its member countries to undertake on that day activities reaffirming their concern for the preservation

      and enhancement of the environment.

      In 1998, the President Corazon C. Aquino, through Presidential Proclamation No. 237, declared June of every

      year as Philippine Environment Month, coinciding the founding anniversary of the DENR on June 10. 

      Gozun said the three planting and coastal cleanup activities are meant to drum up the attention for the need

      of all sectors to link arms to re-green the country's land and marine territories as the only solution to stop

      the rising tide of global water crisis.

      Aside from Manila Bay, there were also simultaneous cleanup drives in some 3 hectares of coastal stretch in

      Barangay Balut II in Pilar, Bataan; 2 hectares in Barangays Labac and Sasahan in Naic, Cavite; and portions

      of the Coastal Road and Paranaque-Las Pinas River Bank.

      Representatives from DENR, National Youth Commission (NYC), Philippine Estate Authority (PEA), local

      government officials from Bataan and Cavite and students from the University of Sto. Tomas (UST) and Far

      Eastern University (FEU) took part in the activity.

      "The coastal cleanup is an addition to the efforts of the government in heightening public awareness on

      marine debris and its adverse impact on the people and environment," Secretary Gozun said.

      Recent studies showed that more than 1 billion people in the world do not have access to safe water and

      almost 2 billion have no adequate sanitation.

      Over 3 million people in the world die each year as a result of water-related diseases and by 2005, it is likely

      that 3.5 billion people worldwide will experience water shortage.

      In the Philippines, threats to our freshwater resources are largely blamed on deforestation. From a high of 15

      million hectares decades ago, the country only has about 5.4 million hectares of forestlands left.

      Newsmakers

      Environment and Natural Resources Sec. Elisea G. Gozun yesterday said that several programs geared to

      minimizing water and air pollution and the reforestation of the country are now achieving dramatic and

      positive impact, to benefit the socioeconomic life of the Filipino.

      Among the programs now being implemented by DENR are the establishment or expansion of linkages with

      various sectors of society, particularly with local government units which are designated as "model ecowaste

      management cities and municipalities," she said at the Newsmakers Forum at Century Park.

      These model cities and municipalities have concrete anti-pollution and reforestation programs which are

      adequately supported by DENR. Secretary Gozun said she is expecting the the number of towns and cities

      now serving as "model" to increase.

      She said that air pollution has been decreased by at least 30%, where before Manila ranked as one of the

      top most polluted metropolis in the world.

      The DENR chief also said that monitoring teams all over the country are being organized to determine the

      level of pollution and at the same time report such cases for immediate attention by department.

      Along this line, memoranda of agreement have also been signed with the leading industrial companies to help

      in minizing polltution. Companies with solid anti-pollution programs are supported technically by DENR.

      Secretary Gozun added that it is now a system of "Big Brother helping small brother," wherein big industrial

      companies help smaller companies undertake anti-pollution programs within their areas.

      To hasten the anti-pollution and reforestation programs, Sec. Gozun said that the processing of application

      papers are now being streamlined in the department. She expects to reduce processing time by at least 30%

      - 50% before the end of the year.

      Another panelist at the forum, Rep. Augusto N. Baculio, ecology committee chairman, said that the House of

      Representatives is also doing its share in the protection of our forests and the elimination of water and air

      pollution.

      Rep. Baculio cited several bills in Congress which are now in their third reading, and when enacted, will

      greatly enhance the antipollution programs and reforestations.

      Among these bills are clean water act, which covers discharge permits, toxic and hazardous hospital waste,

      and sewerage. Rep. Baculio said that a number of hospitals in the country have been dumping toxic wastes.

      Many of these toxic hospital wastes are thrown into Laguna Bay and into the Pasig River and Manila Bay.

      There are now no specific laws or ordinances which should penalize the culprits.

      Mayor Raymundo T. Roquero, deputy secretary general of the League of Municipalities of the Philippines,

      bewailed what he described as fraud being committed by some private emission tests centers which were

      certified by the Land Transportation Office to test emissions of all motorized land transportation vehicles.

      He cited one private emission test center which tested some 8,000 vehicles in one day, giving them all "a

      passing grade."

      Roquero said that emission test centers must be operated by the government itself - the LTO - so that

      revenues will go direct to government coffers aside from better supervision of these emission centers.

      Meanwhile, former DENR Sec. Heherson Alvarez, now presidential adviser on overseas Filipino communities,  warned of water shortages in the country in the next decade if reforestation is not pursued to the hilt,   because we need forest cover, according to him, to make our fresh water reserve adequate.

      Another panelist, Mayor Pacifico Mayor (Ferrol, Romblon), LMP secretary general, assured Sec. Gozun that

      their league is in full support of the programs of DENR. (Leonardo Q. Belen) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

By Alex Kirby 

Why world's taps are running dry
                 If you want to induce mental meltdown, the statistics of the  worsening global water crisis are a surefire winner. 

Two-fifths of the world's people  already face serious shortages, and   water-borne diseases fill half its

hospital beds. 

People in rich countries use 10 times  more water than those in poor ones. 

The present is dire: the future looks  so grim it must be entirely  unmanageable. Cut it how you will, the picture that  emerges from today's data and   tomorrow's forecasts is so complex  and appalling it can leave you feeling

powerless. 

                 The world cannot increase its supply of fresh water: all it can do is  change the way it uses it. 

                 Its population is going to go on increasing for some time before there is   any prospect it will stabilise. 

                 Lion's share 

                 And water-borne diseases already kill one child every eight seconds, as  day follows day. 

                 Water is not running out: it is simply that there are steadily more of us to

                 share it. Climate change will also have an  effect on water - just what effect,

                 though, nobody can really say. 

                 Some regions will become drier,  some wetter. Deserts may well   spread and rivers shrink, but floods

                 will also become more frequent. 

Most of the world's water is already inaccessible, or comes in the form of   storms and hurricanes to the     wrong   places at the wrong times. 

                 But there is certainly room for better management of water in agriculture - which currently takes ups 70% of the water we use. 

                 Drip irrigation, for example,  minimises waste, as does   low-pressure sprinklers and even

                 simple earth walls to trap rainfall   instead of letting it drain away too  fast to be used. 

                 Industry will usually make savings and cut costs wherever it can, and if  it can spend less on water it will. 

                 And us? One way to make  consumers more responsible about   water is to charge us for consuming

                 it. 

                 Running on empty 

                 It works - up to a point. If water is  expensive, those who can will

                 economise on its use. But not  everyone can. 

Privatising  the  water  supply in   South  Africa  means  many  people  now   receive    6,000

litres a month free, then pay for whatever they use beyond that. A  monthly 6,000 litres means 50 litres a day for a family of four. 

               Fifty litres is the recommended basic domestic water requirement, and   by no means every South African family has only four members. 

                 That is one reason why the anti-privatisation movement has been so   strong in South Africa. 

                 There is no one-size-fits-all prescription for the harsh business of   bringing water demand into line with supply. Nor is there an off-the-peg way of engineering our way out of the crisis. 

                 Agreeing to disagree 

                 Desalination may play a part, but it is energy-hungry and leaves a brine mountain for disposal. Dams will impound more water, but can easily  bring more problems in their train. 

                 One of the disappointments of the  World Water Forum in Japan in

                 March 2002 was its focus on mega-engineering solutions like

                 dams and pipelines, rather than    using natural systems like forests

                 and wetlands to conserve water. 

                 There is some good news. Clean  water and sanitation are getting to

                 more and more people. But you may   not have noticed, because the

                 number of people benefiting was outstripped by the growth in human

                 numbers. 

                 Because the world's water suppy is finite, most of life's other necessities

                 are finite as well. In China it takes 1,000 tonnes of water to grow one   tonne of wheat. 

                 If we do not learn to live within our aqueous means, we shall go hungry   as well as thirsty. 

                 A world where consumption was a means to survival, not an economic  end in itself, would have enough water to go round. And polluted,  inadequate water might kill its children a little more slowly. 

                 Your comments: 

                 I too do not understand why the people of the developing world look to

                 the developed nations to solve their natural resources problems,

                 including water. All human beings are endowed with the power of

                 observation, analysis, formulation of possible solutions, the power to

                 decide, and the ability to join with others in their community to act. 

                 Evelyn, Aldan, PA, USA 

                 Potable water is, like any other economic resource, scarce. But unlike

                 other economic resources, it ought not be allocated through the

                 "invisible arms" of demand and supply. 

                 Alex Kee, Johor Bahru Malaysia 

                 Those who insist that the plunging

                 ratio of water to world population is

                 not an issue that we can control as

                 global citizens are sadly mistaken.

                 As a world, we must first recognise

                 the problem, and begin to treat this dangerous malady with direct

                 action; conservation. 

                 Sara, Lake Stevens, USA 

                 There will be no water wars. The fact is that water is

                 overabundant in some places and scarce in others.

                 Ergo, water is a regional problem. Furthermore, the

                 global population will begin to decline in this century,

                 possibly as early as 2035. Fertility rates are already

                 below replacement level in Turkey, Iran, Tunisia,

                 Bangladesh, South Africa, Brazil, most of the Caribbean,

                 China, Thailand and the entire developed world except

                 Israel and Utah. 

                 Doug Forbes, Grenefield, Indiana 

                 Charging more for water is not the

                 answer. This will simply mean that

                 the rich will continue to use it in

                 excess and the poor will die Water

                 is perhaps the most foolishly

                 misused and abused resource on the planet. 

                 Gavin Joth, Victoria, Canada 

                 For two years I lived in Gibraltar, which due to the

                 Spanish blockade had an annual summer fresh water

                 crisis. Tankers of fresh water had to be shipped in. But

                 we had another standby solution. We had three taps in

                 our kitchen; one for hot, one for cold, and one for salt

                 water. The salt water was used for washing clothes,

                 dishes, whatever. This could easily be adapted to

                 flushing the toilet. 

                 Franklin Mcbride, Dunedin, New Zealand 

                 There are too many people in the

                 affluent, developed, countries. The

                 poor starving masses in the southern

                 countries consume a trivial amount

                 of the world's resources compared

                 to Europe, North America, and

                 Japan. The birth of every European, American, and Japanese child

                 condemns thousands of those who are less lucky to poverty, disease,

                 and suffering. Desalination would be an option, but it is energy

                 intensive and produces fairly toxic waste products. There is more in

                 seawater than water & sodium chloride. Conversely, without healthy

                 oceans, healthy forests, and healthy wetlands we cannot hope to have

                 sufficient fresh water. 

                 Andrew Phillips, Bangor, Wales 

                 It is not hard to see that the water shortage is only one

                 of the problems caused by the world's single biggest

                 catastrophe - the population explosion. Attack that and

                 umpteen other issues will simply melt away. 

                 Gautam Sarkar, Calcutta, India 

                 I have read a lot about water conservation.

                 Unfortunately none of the articles I have read

                 mentioned how decreasing meat consumption

                 conserves water. It takes 2,500 gallons of water to

                 produce 1 pound of beef. A typical American diet

                 requires 4,000 gallons of water per day. This clearly

                 shows that the less meat we consume, the more water

                 we conserve. 

                 Kody Kunda, Austin, Texas 

                 The political powers at the G8 (and no, I am not an

                 anti-capitalist) should stop quoting depressing statistics

                 to just sound good and important, and tackle the

                 problem head on. It will not go away, but will remain

                 and probably get worse if we do nothing. 

                 Eton Thompson, Hillaby Barbados 

                 I understand the fears associated with privatisation.

                 One thing to consider, however, is the financial

                 incentive for companies to provide clean water. That

                 could translate into a more reliable water source in

                 desperate countries - even if the official customer is a

                 standing government. 

                 Isaac Forquer, Pullman, WA, USA

                 The current power crisis in New

                 Zealand, and the nation's response

                 to it, is proof that it's possible for

                 more people to take responsibility

                 for their personal consumption of

                 resources. It's not just up to governments to make decisions about

                 issues like water, non-renewable resources and food distribution. It's

                 up to all of us, especially those of us in the so-called developed world. 

                 Tanya, Wellington, New Zealand 

                 A few things you may not know about America. About

                 35% of homes in Kentucky have no running water. If

                 we can't solve water problems in a Midwestern state

                 with plenty of rainfall a huge river to the north and large

                 underground sources, how can we hope to fix the

                 many problems of the third world? Not everyone in the

                 U.S. is wealthy. 

                 Thomas Stoll, Cincinnati, USA 

                 When water is free then it is the

                 world's poor who suffer. People in

                 the rich world will not save water

                 until they realise that water is an

                 expensive commodity. The EU and

                 the US have to put an end to their

                 agriculture policy which is

                 economically and environmentally unsustainable. 

                 Sandip Savasadia, Karlskrona, Sweden 

                 It's true that the industrialised nations use far more

                 water per capita than the impoverished ones, but no

                 amount of saving will help - I cannot see giant water

                 tankers sailing for Africa from harbours in Western

                 Europe! Instead, the industrialised countries should

                 apply their knowledge and ingenuity to the problem and

                 come up with new and imaginative solutions to this

                 problem. 

                 Michael Irwin, Philadelphia, USA 

                 Mayik from Sudan hits the nail on the head. We spend

                 billions on war technology and self indulgence while the

                 Third World suffers from lack of technology and

                 resource management of basic needs. 

                 Douglas Dewitz, Kanab, UT, USA 

                 In Sudan we have plenty of water

                 resources, but people still die of

                 thirst and water- borne diseases due

                 to the lack of adequate technology

                 and the primitive ways used to

                 manage these resources. I believe

                 that the countries of the first world should allot funds to develop water

                 resources in countries rich in water like Sudan. Global efforts should

                 be directed to solve this serious problem, rather than igniting new ones.

                 Mayik, Sudan 

                 I am fully signed up to redressing the obscene and

                 unjustified inequalities between rich and poor countries.

                 So I agree that in order to further the cause of world

                 peace, it is about time the leaders of Western European

                 and North American nations made sure that some of

                 their rain falls on poorer countries instead. 

                 Malcolm, London, UK 

                 Here at the G8 Summit in Evian, France, where water

                 and sanitation were supposed to be high on the

                 agenda, it's clear that the G8 leaders are not listening

                 to these frightening statistics. No new money has been

                 delivered to tackle the world's water crisis. The hopes

                 of the poor from this rich man's club have been flushed

                 down the toilet. 

                 Joanne Green , At the G8 Summit in Evian, France 

                 In addition to the growing over use of water across the globe, I see in  the United States the gross waste of  water on impractical and expensive  things, designed for personal  pleasure and benefit. We need to

                 begin focusing on natural ways to conserve and preserve our water  sources and cut back on consumption and excess usage. I think that goes for other limited resources including fossil fuels and, in the United  States, food consumption as well. 

   Jeremiah, Florida, USA 

                 The statistics are alarming and one needs to think fast.  Special attention should be given by governments and  organisations to the water issue.

  Asmat Niazi, Islamabad 

                 Drinkable water, like all the finite resources of the earth,  will unfortunately be one more reason for wars to erupt   in the near future. Until humanity can live in balance   with the earth and humans with each other, we face a   dark future. 

                 Randy Simpson, Aurora Colorado USA 

                 The Dutch probably know more about water and how  to regulate it than any other nation. The irrigation  systems are so efficient that most of this tiny country  is dedicated to farming. On a personal level, we have to  pay a lot for our water. 

                 Alan Barrow, Zwaag, Holland 

                 Frances and Paul: what do you do with the salt? Jan  McManus hit the nail on the head. We need to address how we distribute as well as how we conserve. What is  needed is clear thinking, not snap solutions which may  end up causing more problems than they solve (e.g.  desalination).  Chris, UK 

                 Are desalination plants a partial solution and if so,  shouldn't we start building them now? 

                 Frances Morgan, Southsea, UK 

                 Paul, we're a long, long way off fusion power. You  might as well say we don't need to worry as we'll soon   be able to control the weather and make it rain at will. 

                 Andrew, Watford, UK 

                 The human race will, though probably not soon, increase its  supply of fresh water. Fusion power

                 will one day provide us (and the third world) with cheap, abundant energy. Using this we will be able to operate massive desalination  plants. 

                 Paul, UK 

                 Jan hit the nail on the head - reducing the amount of  water `Westerners' consume does not mean there is more water in Asia or Africa. Why the West is blamed for poor water supply and distribution in the Third World  is beyond me. Isn't asking the West to sort out Third World problems simply a veiled call for neo-colonialism?

                 Mike, Canberra, Australia 

                 Why is the debate being presented as a single issue? If I  reduce the amount of water I consume in a day - this does not mean there is more water in Asia or Africa as a result. 

                 Jan McManus, Bromley, London 

                 In our community we are billed for our usage of water at a fixed rate per 100 cubic feet. Our sewer bill is

                 based upon water used. However, water used for the   garden and other outside usage is on a separate meter.

                 This certainly forces us to watch our water  consumption. 

                 Frank, Mankato, Minnesota, USA 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

ROAP media update – 09 June 2003 – additional news

Get ’em while they’re young, UN environmentalist says
The Nation (Bangkok) Published on Jun 8, 2003  -  Surendra Shrestha, the recently-appointed regional director of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) for Asia Pacific, thinks protecting the environment starts at home.
“If we provide information for kids using understandable words, they can go back home and talk to their parents. I told the class, like I always tell my kids, that if all of them tell their families to help check water leakages in their homes, a great mount of water can be saved.
“Later, I received some very good response from their parents. Let’s imagine if every household in the world can do the same for our environment . . . how great it is if we can save water,” he says.
http://www.nationmultimedia.com/page.arcview.php3?clid=11&id=80003&usrsess=1 

_______________________________________________________________________________

ROE

UNEP  and UN in the news

Le Figaro, 6 May: Les plantes dopées au changement climatique 
Réunie depuis mercredi à Bonn (Allemagne), la Convention-cadre de l'ONU sur les changements climatiques accuse les pays développés de relâcher leurs efforts pour réduire leurs émissions de gaz à effet de serre, suspectés de bouleverser le climat de la planète. Alors que ces rejets ont baissé de 3% au cours des années 1990, ils devraient croître de 17% d'ici à 2010 malgré les mesures de limitation mises en place. Tout n'est pourtant pas négatif. Une étude publiée dans le dernier numéro de la revue Nature(1) démontre que les changements climatiques survenus ces vingt dernières années ont stimulé la croissance des plantes dans de nombreuses régions du globe.
http://www.lefigaro.fr/sciences/20030606.FIG0169.html
Le Figaro, 5 May: La FAO appelle à sauvegarder l'eau, "source de la sécurité alimentaire"

ROME (AFP) - Le directeur général de l'Organisation de l'ONU pour l'Alimentation et l'Agriculture (FAO), Jacques Diouf, a lancé jeudi un appel à la communauté internationale à "contribuer à la sauvegarde de l'eau, source de la sécurité alimentaire de notre planète".

A l'occasion de la Journée mondiale de l'environnement 2003 sur le thème "L'eau - Deux milliards de personnes en meurent d'envie!", M. Diouf s'est déclaré persuadé "qu'il y aurait moins de catastrophes et de crises alimentaires si tous les pays accordaient la priorité à la maîtrise de l'eau en agriculture".

http://www.lefigaro.fr/perm/afp/sci/030605145707.foecq4oq.html
_______________________________________________________________________________
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6 June 2003



F R I D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
UN, Cambodia sign agreement to prosecute former Khmer Rouge leaders


*
Annan again calls for release of detained democracy leaders in Myanmar


*
Iraq: UN inspectors arrive to check on reports of nuclear looting 

*
French troops land in DR of Congo to help restore stability in Bunia – UN

*
Security Council missions to Africa urged to focus on women, girls

*
UN mission to Central Africa seeks to bolster cooperation with region’s countries

*
Liberia: UN relief agencies extremely concerned at deteriorating situation

*
Security Council condemns killing of Kosovo Serb family members

*
UN agency launches $103 million appeal to help refugees in West Bank and Gaza

*
Norway’s Red Cross chief named UN humanitarian relief coordinator

*
Qatari advocate for disabled named expert for UN social commission 

*
Saint Lucian elected General Assembly President for 58th session 

*
UN labour agency calls for global action to end poverty through decent jobs

*
Child malnutrition in drought-hit Eritrea at alarming level – UN agency

*
UN nuclear watchdog, Georgia sign non-proliferation agreement

*
Global anti-AIDS fund appeals for $3 billion to finance projects

*
UN agency launches talks on new identification system for maritime workers


*
Timor-Leste joins UNESCO; its president awarded peace prize 

*
UN video on Timor-Leste wins best political story prize at CNN conference

* * * *

Cambodia

6 June – The United Nations today signed a landmark agreement with Cambodia to set up special courts to try the aging former leaders of the Khmer Rouge.


At a signing ceremony in Phnom Pehn, UN Legal Counsel Hans Corell and his Cambodian counterpart, Senior Minister Sok An, signed the agreement concerning the prosecution – under Cambodian law – of crimes committed during the period of Democratic Kampuchea. 

The 32-article agreement, endorsed last month by the 191 members of the UN General Assembly, will create “Extraordinary Chambers,” comprising one trial court and one Supreme Court within the Cambodian legal system to “prosecute those most responsible for crimes and serious violations of Cambodian and international law between 17 April 1975 and 6 January 1979.”  

On the courts will be a mix of international and Cambodian judges. According to the agreement – which stresses the impartiality and independence of the prospective jurists – decisions in the two chambers would be taken by majority of four judges and five judges, respectively. 

 “With this step, the quest of the Cambodian people for justice, national reconciliation, stability, peace and security is brought closer to realization,” said Mr. Corell said upon signing the agreement, adding that it marks the beginning of a new phase, with much work to be done before trials can begin. 

When the UN Assembly approved the agreement, it decided that the courts would be funded voluntarily and appealed for international assistance, including financial and personnel support. Secretary-General Kofi Annan has estimated the Chambers to cost more than $19 million over a three-year period.

On the UN side, Mr. Annan will have to secure voluntary contributions from States to fund the assistance that the UN is to provide. On Cambodia’s side, the agreement will now be passed on to the National Assembly for ratification. 

Mr. Corell said today that the Secretary-General is fully conscious of the need to act quickly, otherwise the opportunity to bring to justice those responsible for serious violations of international and Cambodian law during the Khmer Rouge period will soon be lost. Mr. Annan is expected to send a planning mission to Phnom Penh in the near future, to discuss the requirements, in terms of personnel, equipment, supplies and other operating needs, of the Extraordinary Chambers.
* * *

Myanmar


6 June – With his special envoy arriving in Myanmar today, United Nation Secretary-General Kofi Annan, for the second time this week, called for the immediate release of Nobel Peace Prize Laureate Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and several other leaders of the National League for Democracy (NLD) detained with her.


“The Secretary-General continues to be gravely concerned about the continued incommunicado detention of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and other leaders of the NLD, and is particularly troubled by reports of injuries suffered by them,” a UN spokesperson said in a statement in New York. “He fully expects that his Special Envoy will be allowed to meet all his interlocutors, and that Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and other NLD members will be released without further delay.”


  The statement said the UN had not received confirmation that the Government would allow Special Envoy Razali Ismail to meet with Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, but he  met with the Foreign Minister today and registered an official request to see her.

Mr. Razali is scheduled to meet with General Khin Nyunt, Secretary-One of the ruling State Peace and Democracy Council (SPDC) tomorrow, when he hopes to receive an official answer to his request.

“At these meetings, he is emphasizing the need to release immediately all those detained since 30 May,” the statement said. “He will also convey the international community’s concern at the events of 30 May (when the detentions occurred), and will impress upon his interlocutors the need to start a substantive dialogue between the government and the NLD.”
* * *

Iraq: inspections


6 June – A seven-member United Nations inspection team arrived in Baghdad today to determine how much nuclear material, if any, is missing following reports of looting at an Iraqi site that had been under seal of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA).


The IAEA team will carry out a mandate under the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) to conduct an inventory of nuclear material at a storage site, known as “Location C,” near the Tuwaitha Nuclear Research Centre, which had held about 1.8 tons of low-enriched uranium and some 500 tons of natural and depleted uranium. The inspection is separate from the IAEA’s Security Council mandate, which authorized the agency’s search for evidence of banned nuclear weapons, material or programmes.

The site had been under IAEA seal and regularly inspected since 1991 and the inspectors will secure the facility, if necessary. The inspection work is being facilitated by the United States military, which will provide logistics and security, and is expected to last two weeks.


On the humanitarian front, the UN World Health Organization (WHO) reported some progress in its efforts to jump start Iraq’s health system, including the recent completion of a training course in Basra, the country’s second city, focused on gathering reliable information about infectious disease symptoms and outbreaks.


WHO has been working with officials and doctors in the health authority to revive the surveillance system, in individual cities, governorates and ultimately across the country, according to a news release in Geneva.


The agency has also helped to provide computers and money to rebuild the infrastructure at the state medicine supply and distribution company, Kimadia, which was badly damaged by looting, with warehouses, offices, computers, doors and windows as well as medicines either stolen or broken.


Recruiting and training of security guards for hospitals, warehouses and other facilities has also begun, WHO reported. There have been huge problems with security in health facilities since the end of the conflict and guards are urgently needed. Initially, 104 people will be trained, the first batch of a security team that will eventually number 3,000 and provide security for key hospitals and medical warehouses throughout the country.

* * *

DR of Congo

6 June – The first unit of French troops from the United Nations-authorized multinational force landed in northeastern Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) today in a bid to help restore stability to the war-torn town of Bunia, the United Nations Organization Mission in the country (MONUC) said.

Although no exact number has been released, six to seven flights each day are expected to reinforce the French forces in the next few days, MONUC said. At least five British military personnel arrived with the French as an advanced unit to assess the practical participation of British soldiers in the international forces.

While commending the Security Council for its speedy decision to deploy the multinational force to protect civilians, the head of the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) deplored recent reports that thousands of women and girls are being brutally raped, mutilated and killed in the Ituri province of the DRC.

“These attacks against innocent civilians are being committed with impunity,” Executive Director Carol Bellamy said, calling on all actors – political and military – to put an end to such acts. She added that those who commit such horrific crimes must never forget they are accountable under international law.

Meanwhile, those who have fled the conflict in the DRC and sought refuge in Uganda’s western border regions are now being relocated to a designated camp, thanks to the joint efforts of that country’s Government and the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). Most of the Congolese refugees are currently scattered across several fishing villages on the southern shores of Lake Albert, which separates the two countries.

The first relocation yesterday got off to a slow start when only 23 of an expected 250 refugees turned up for the pick-up, UNHCR said. An estimated 1,000 out of some 11,000 refugees have expressed a willingness to move away from the border to the refugee camp, hosting nearly 7,000 Congolese refugees.

* * *

Central Africa

6 June – On the eve of a United Nations Security Council mission to Central Africa, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s top adviser on women’s issues has reminded the delegation of its commitment to put women and girls at the centre of peace efforts and to ensure that women played a greater role in the region’s overall reconciliation processes.

In a briefing note to the 15-nation Council, Angela King, the Secretary-General’s Special Adviser on Gender Issues and the Advancement of Women, noted “women and girls have been plagued with violence, loss of loved one, destruction of communities and untold hardships in these regions riddled by internal conflict and war.”

With the Council delegation set to leave for Central Africa tomorrow, Ms. King’s note highlights trafficking, forced displacement, massacres targeting women and, particularly, the use of rape as a weapon of war in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC). She emphasized recent reports from the DRC’s bloodied north-eastern Ituri district of a disturbingly high number of mass rapes and brutal atrocities committed against women and girls as young as two years old.

Ms. King also offers practical recommendations and outlines benchmarks on gender issues that the Council should consider throughout its assignments in Africa, particularly in its meetings with women’s organizations. The note, prepared jointly with an Inter-agency Task Force on Women, Peace and Security, encourages the Council to look for the impact of the conflict on women and girls, equal participation of men and women in consultations, mechanisms to address victims, and programmes to respond to and prevent violence, abuse and exploitation of women and girls. It also encourages examination of the role of women ‘s human rights issues in reconstruction and nation building.

In October 2000, the Council adopted a resolution calling on “all actors, when negotiating and implementing peace agreements, to adopt a gender perspective.” Two years later, a Council Presidential statement recognized “the vital role of women in promoting peace,” and noted that the 15-member body had undertaken to “integrate gender perspectives into the terms of reference of its visits and missions to countries and regions in conflict.”

* * *

Central Africa

6 June – A senior United Nations official is set to lead a two-week inter-agency evaluation mission to Central Africa this weekend as part of the Security Council’s efforts to help strengthen cooperation between the UN system and countries in the region.

Assistant Secretary-General for Political Affairs Tuliameni Kalomoh will head the mission, which is scheduled to start on Sunday and last for about two weeks. The delegation will comprise representatives of various departments and agencies of the UN system, and is expected to visit the 11 countries belonging to the Economic Community of Central African States (ECCAS).

It is also entrusted with determining the measures to be taken for the implementation of a “comprehensive, integrated, resolute and concerted approach to the issues of peace, security and development” in the subregion.

The Council itself is sending a mission to the region, slated to depart tomorrow under the leadership of Ambassador Jean-Marc de La Sablière of France. The full Council membership will participate in that delegation, with a primary goal of emphasizing that all parties in the wider Great Lakes region must continue pressing for peace – particularly in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC).

In October, a Council Presidential statement affirmed the need to bolster the capability of the subregion, which, despite its enormous potential, had yet to achieve the stability that would enable it to maximize its contribution to the African continent as a whole. In April, the Council reaffirmed the importance of a comprehensive, “global approach,” aimed at addressing such issues as the inadequacy of institutional and human capacities, which have hindered the social, economic and political integration in Central Africa for so long.

* * *

Liberia

6 June – As fighting continues to rage in and around the capital city of Liberia, United Nations relief agencies are struggling against pounding rains to help thousands of terrified civilians driven from their homes in search of safe haven in western Côte d’Ivoire.

According to the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), the continuing conflict in Liberia has displaced tens of thousands of refugees and locals near Monrovia, and sent more than 23,000 Liberians fleeing into western Côte d’Ivoire in the last two weeks. Poor weather conditions are making aid efforts all the more difficult.

Yesterday, UNHCR staff in Liberia reported that resurgent fighting between the Government and the rebel Liberians United for Reconciliation and Democracy (LURD) near Monrovia had spread to camps that hosted Sierra Leonean refugees. Nearby, the sprawling camps for internally displaced Liberians were also affected. The camps were deserted, and tens of thousands of refugees and displaced people were seen seeking refuge in various locations in Monrovia. Some of the agency’s local staff were also displaced from their homes.

As the conflict rages in eastern Liberia, UNHCR has learned that a group of 1,000 Ivoirian refugees who had earlier fled their country’s civil war for Harper in south-eastern Liberia are now asking for help to return home. The Ivoirian army is exploring ways to escort them along the 18-kilometre stretch of road to the border crossing at Prollo, and then across the river in dugout boats. About 1,000 Malian and Burkina Faso nationals are also believed to be stuck in Harper.

Meanwhile, the World Food Programme (WFP) said security conditions were deteriorating daily in Liberia. The agency reported that without any peaceful solution, there would continue to be large numbers of people becoming displaced inside the country, and there would also be Liberians moving into neighbouring countries.

The fighting had stopped WFP from distributing food to the 115,000 displaced persons in camps around Monrovia. To date, 70 per cent of the country was inaccessible to humanitarian organizations because of the intense fighting.

* * *

Kosovo

6 June – The members of the United Nations Security Council today strongly condemned the murder of three members of a Serb family in Kosovo, underscoring that such acts undermined international efforts to foster ethnic reconciliation in the country.

“Members of the Security Council fully support the efforts initiated by the Special Representative of the Secretary-General, [Michael] Steiner, to conduct an urgent investigation and to bring to justice the perpetrators of this despicable crime,” the Council President for June, Ambassador Sergey Lavrov of the Russian Federation, said in a press statement on the killing earlier this week in Obilic of 82-year-old Slobodan Stolic, his wife and son.

Such acts jeopardize Security Council resolutions aimed towards “building a multi-ethnic and tolerant society with equal security for all and necessary conditions for the safe return of refugees and IDPs [Internally Displaced Persons],” Ambassador Lavrov told reporters at UN Headquarters in New York.

* * *

UNRWA

6 June – The main United Nations relief agency assisting Palestine refugees has launched an urgent appeal to the international community for $103 million to support its emergency activities in the second half of 2003.

The UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA), the largest development and emergency relief agency in the Middle East, said the funds are needed to provide food aid, shelter, medical care and counselling for children who have been traumatized by violence.

Launching the appeal in Geneva, UNRWA’s Commissioner-General, Peter Hansen, emphasized that even if the recently re-started peace negotiations are successful, the humanitarian needs of the Palestinian refugees will remain great for the foreseeable future.

“The Palestinian population has suffered so much in the last three years that their distress will not quickly be reversed,” he said. “The Palestinian economy has been gravely damaged and poverty rates have tripled; hundreds of families have been made homeless and thousands of people have been killed and injured. If the international community wishes to encourage peace in the region it must continue working to ease the plight of the Palestinians in Gaza and the West Bank.” 

With the funds requested, the Agency plans to provide basic food aid to 227,500 families 
– more than 1.1 million individuals – who have been plunged into dire poverty by the closures, curfews and violence of the last 32 months. Over $32 million of the appeal is earmarked for emergency food.

To further support family incomes and put the unemployed into useful work, UNRWA also plans to use $26 million to provide over 830,000 work days through its emergency job creation programme. Since September 2000, more than 250,000 Palestinians have benefited directly or indirectly from this programme.

The Agency also hopes to provide assistance to the very poorest refugee families to enable them to buy shoes and school clothes for their children. In addition, the Agency is asking the international community for $1.5 million to provide remedial education, vocational training and extra-curricular activities to help it keep refugee children and youths off the streets and away from violence.

Children are also the target of the Agency’s ongoing psychological counselling programme in its schools. Other emergency health needs include mobile clinics for isolated villages and camps in the West Bank and increased staff and medical supplies to cope with the 61 per cent increase in demand for UNRWA medical services in Gaza.

A key component of the Agency’s emergency work is to provide shelter for the more than 12,000 refugees who have been made homeless by demolition operations during the strife and to help the many thousands more whose shelters have been damaged by fighting. If funds are forthcoming, UNRWA plans to repair or reconstruct shelters for 4,200 refugee households.

* * *

Humanitarian affairs

6 June – The head of the Norwegian Red Cross today was named as the new United Nations official in charge of coordinating the world body’s humanitarian efforts around the world.

Secretary-General Kofi Annan named Jan Egeland to succeed Kenzo Oshima of Japan as Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Humanitarian Relief Coordinator.

Mr. Egeland, who has 25 years of experience in humanitarian, human rights and peace work, was previously Mr. Annan’s Special Adviser on Colombia from 1999 to 2002.

He has also been an active participant in a number of peace processes. He co-initiated and co-organized the Norwegian Channel between Israel and the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) in 1992, which led to the Oslo Accord (Declaration of Principles) of September 1993. He directed the Norwegian facilitation of the UN-led peace talks leading up to ceasefire agreement between the Government of Guatemala and the URNG guerrillas, which was signed in Oslo in 1996. He also led the host delegation when the Ottawa treaty to ban land mines was successfully negotiated and adopted in Oslo in 1997.

* * *

Disability

6 June – Secretary-General Kofi Annan has appointed a prominent Qatari advocate for the disabled as an expert for the United Nations Commission for Social Development.

Sheikha Hessa bint Khalifa bin Ahmed al-Thani was named the Commission’s Special Rapporteur on Disability for 2003 to 2005.

The newly appointed Rapporteur is a founding member of the Qatari National Committee for People with Special Needs, which was established in 1998 by Sheikha Moza bint Naser Al-misnad, the consort of the Emir of Qatar, and has been serving as a Vice-President of the Committee since 1999.

The task of the Special Rapporteur is to monitor implementation of the Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities, adopted by the General Assembly in 1993, and to advance the status of people with disabilities throughout the world.

The first Special Rapporteur, Bengt Lindqvist of Sweden, was appointed in 1994, and his mandate was renewed twice, in 1997 and 2000, by resolutions of the UN Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC).

* * *

General Assembly


6 June – The United Nations General Assembly today elected Julian R. Hunte, Minister of External Affairs, International Trade, and Civil Aviation of Saint Lucia, as the President of its fifty-eighth session.

Following his election, Mr. Hunte, who will assume his role upon the opening of the new session in September, said it was notable that the presidency of “this singularly important world body” would pass to a representative of the smallest country ever to hold that office.  Thus would the UN reaffirm its faith in the equal right of nations large and small, as enunciated in the UN Charter.
Elected to the Assembly’s vice- presidencies were the States of Cape Verde, China, Equatorial Guinea, France, Haiti, Honduras, Iran, Luxembourg, Madagascar, Malawi, Morocco, Myanmar, Netherlands, Russian Federation, Senegal, Slovenia, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, United Kingdom, United States and Yemen.
In other business today, the Assembly appointed Christopher Thomas of Trinidad and Tobago as a member of the Joint Inspection Unit for a five-year term beginning on 1 January 2004. It also decided to extend the appointment of Rubens Ricupero as Secretary-General of the UN Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) for a period of one year starting from 15 September 2003.

Additionally, in separate meetings, the Assembly elected the Chairperson of its six main substantive Committees. Jarmo Sareva of Finland was elected to chair the First Committee (Disarmament and International Security), Iftekhar Ahmed Chowdhury of Bangladesh will chair the Second Committee (Economic and Financial) and Martin Belinga-Eboutou of Cameroon, will head the Third Committee (Social, Humanitarian and Cultural).

Enrique Loedel of Uruguay was elected to chair the Fourth Committee (Special Political and Decolonization), Hynek Kmonicek of the Czech Republic will head the Fifth Committee (Financial and Budgetary) and Lauro Baja of the Philippines will chair the Assembly’s Sixth Committee (Legal).

* * *

ILO

6 June – Stressing that work is the best route out of poverty in a world where nearly 3 billion people live on less than $2 a day, the United Nations labour agency today called for global partnerships between governments, employers and workers to provide decent jobs for the poor.

“The persistence of poverty is the moral indictment of our times,” the Director-General of the UN International Labour Office (ILO), Juan Somavia, says in a report released in Geneva. “While there are some signs of progress, the fact remains that never have we seen so much wealth while so many continue to live in abject poverty.”

Mr. Somavia is to launch a debate on ways out of global poverty when he formally presents the report, entitled Working out of Poverty, to ILO’s annual meeting of some 3,000 government, worker and employer representatives on 9 June. He is set to call for new global partnerships to support national efforts against poverty.

Warning that global efforts to cut poverty in half by 2015, as mandated by the UN Millennium Summit of 2000, will fail unless new ways are found to allow the world’s poor to work for a decent living. Mr. Somavia says in the report: “We know that work is the best route out of poverty. But we cannot legislate employment in and poverty out.”

Noting that the poor have enormous reserves of courage, ingenuity, persistence and solidarity that helps them get through the each day on less than the equivalent of $2, Mr. Somavia says: “Instead of waging war on poverty from the top down, the multilateral system must find ways of tapping into this unused potential. In many ways, the working poor are the ultimate entrepreneurs.”

With the “income gap” between the wealthiest and poorest fifths of the world’s population widening from 30 to 1 in 1960 to 74 to 1 in 1999, the report notes that regional poverty varies. While the number of people living on very low incomes declined in China and other East Asian countries in the 1990s, to about 900 million from 1.1 billion, slow growth in sub-Saharan Africa elevated the number of the poor by 25 per cent, to nearly 500 million.

Meanwhile, the number of poor in Latin America and the Caribbean rose to 132 million from 121 million, and in the Middle East and North Africa those living at or below the $2-a-day line rose by 20 million, to nearly 70 million. In Eastern Europe and Central Asia, the number living in poverty increased three-fold to 97 million.

* * *

Eritrea

6 June – The rate of malnutrition in Eritrea, now in the fourth year of the worst drought in a decade, is rising to alarming levels, with more than 1 in 5 children not getting enough to eat, the United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) said today.

According to the agency, 21. 7 per cent of children are suffering from malnutrition; normally, a hunger rate of just 13 to 14 per cent is considered alarming. Meanwhile, the drought shows little sign of improvement and the spring rains have not been sufficient, WFP spokesperson Christiane Berthiaume said in Geneva. If the summer rains are not enough, the situation this autumn will be catastrophic.

At the start of the year, WFP appealed for $100 million to help 1.4 million of Eritrea’s 3.4 million people, but it has only received $49 million and has had to cut down its rations. Without new contributions, it will run out of stocks by the end of July, Ms. Berthiaume said.

Last month the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) began distributing cereal and legume seeds to Eritrean farmers to help restore their productive capacity.

* * *

Georgia

6 June – The Republic of Georgia has ratified a comprehensive agreement with the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), part of the United Nations nuclear watchdog’s efforts to get countries to commit to the non-proliferation and peaceful use of nuclear technology. 

The agreement is pursuant to provisions of the Nuclear Non Proliferation Treaty (NPT) to which Georgia is party, IAEA said. Georgia also ratified what is termed an “additional protocol” to that agreement which allows IAEA safeguards inspectors greater rights of access to verify the absence of any undeclared nuclear material or activities. 

The additional protocol is the centerpiece of recent efforts by IAEA to strengthen its system for verification of peaceful undertakings by States in the nuclear field. With Georgia’s agreement in force, the agency is implementing safeguards in all of the so-called Newly Independent States emerging from the former Soviet Union known to have nuclear facilities or material.

 
As part of efforts to see more States sign on, IAEA said it is running a series of regional seminars and national missions to help countries better understand and prepare to implement additional protocols and safeguards agreements. A number of countries – particularly in Latin America and Africa – have concluded the legal instruments of the Agency’s strengthened safeguards system as a result. 
 
 
“There has been incremental progress but the number of safeguards agreements and additional protocols actually in force continues to be well below expectations,” IAEA Director-General Mohamed ElBaradei said. “ I reiterate my call on all States that have not done so to conclude these instruments and bring them into force.” 

IAEA is implementing 231 safeguards agreements in147 States. Forty-six States party to the NPT have yet to conclude comprehensive safeguards agreements with the IAEA in the context of the Treaty. Seventy-seven States with safeguards agreements in force have so far not signed additional protocols, and included among these are 21 States known to have significant nuclear activities. 

* * *

HIV/AIDS

6 June – The Global Fund for AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria championed by United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan, has called on public and private donors to contribute $3 billion by the end of 2004 to fully finance anticipated country proposals.

The Board has so far considered two proposal rounds, approving $1.5 billion to 93 countries over two years. Formal grant agreements have been signed for programmes in 49 countries and many have begun to implement approved programmes.

The Board said the third round of funding faced the most urgent need for resources, with over 200 proposals requesting a total $2 billion already submitted by 85 countries. It expects to receive a recommendation in October to approve at least half of these requests, but only $400 million in pledges is available for 2003.

The Global Fund also praised the outcome of the recent summit in Evian, France, where leaders from the Group of Eight most industrialized countries and Africa, as well as Mr. Annan, reaffirmed their support for the Fund.

“In authorizing up to $1 billion for its 2004 fiscal year, President Bush and the US Congress challenged other donors to respond, and they have. President Chirac has led an effort for Europe to raise $1 billion and called on public and private donors outside the US and Europe to also raise $1 billion,” the Executive Director of the Global Fund, Richard Feachem, said.

* * *

ILO

6 June – The United Nations International Labour Organization (ILO) has launched negotiations on a new, more rigorous identification system for seafarers aimed at developing effective protection against terrorism, while at the same time ensuring the rights and freedoms of the world’s 1.2 million maritime workers.

The new security measures are being considered by government, worker and employer representatives of the Organization’s 176 members at the annual International Labour Conference, which kicked off Tuesday in Geneva.

The maritime security measures, to be implemented as part of a new ILO convention, gained new impetus last week from a declaration by the summit of the Group of Eight most industrialized nations in Evian, France, which cited in its communiqué on transportation security the urgent need “to develop a secure, verifiable seafarer identity document at the International Labour Organization (ILO).” A model for such a document could be proposed for international use as early as June 2004.

“We are now living in a world where we have competing but legitimate interests in security, the movement of maritime commerce, the well-being of these professional maritime workers and the facilitation of their professional movement,” ILO Director-General Juan Somavia said. “Urgent measures are clearly needed in order to balance these legitimate interests.”
With the heightened concerns about port security, a new seafarers identity document would be a substantial contribution to international security, providing the most modern means available to help ensure that the identity of seafarers in ports, airports and aboard ships.

So far, there are no international mandatory specifications for international identity documents. The International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) issues guidance on the specifications for passports, visas and travel documents. It is currently developing specifications for a “smart” passport containing biometric information in RF-IC, a chip to be embedded in the travel documents.
The discussions at the ILO come in the wake of moves by the United States following the 11 September 2001 terror attacks. In passing the Maritime Transportation Security Act of 2002, the US Congress took a first step toward protecting the global maritime community from threats of terrorism.

However, other countries envisage similar measures as a means to stem the tide of illegal immigration. The concern of the ILO is to ensure that the necessary balance is maintained between security interests and those relating to the well being of seafarers and the facilitation of maritime commerce.

* * *

Timor-Leste


6 June - Timor-Leste has become the 189th Member State of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) after signing the agency’s constitution yesterday in London.

UNESCO has been active in the young Southeast Asian nation since the late 1990s, supporting media development and cultural preservation projects, and helping in establishing the first two community radio stations there.

The organization also announced yesterday that Timor-Leste President Xanana Gusmão will be awarded this year’s Houphouet-Boigny Peace Prize on 10 June. The Prize, which includes a cheque for €122,000, a diploma and a gold medal, is awarded annually to the person, institution or organization who contributes significantly to the promotion, research, preservation or maintenance of peace.

* * *

CNN

6 June – A United Nations video production on the emergence of Timor-Leste as the world’s newest nation has been named the best political story of the last year by the Cable News Network (CNN).

The 2003 CNN World Report Conference named “East Timor: Birth of a Nation” as the “Best Political Story” of 2002. Producer Michele Zaccheo competed against many other CNN contributors worldwide to win the prize, which was awarded in Atlanta, Georgia.

“This award is a great recognition for us. It is not just an award for the quality TV that the UN can produce, if adequately supported. It is also an important nod to all the people who make the UN work to achieve its aims – often against terrific odds – in places like East Timor,” said Mr. Zaccheo, a producer of the award-winning “United Nations in Action” series. The series consists of short news-style television reports on current affairs that are produced weekly in five official United Nations languages, and are intended for thematic programming slots.

The theme for this year’s Conference was “Perspectives: The Challenges of Reporting in a Changing Environment.” Delegates representing more than 55 countries attended the 2003 meeting to exchange ideas, methods and journalistic techniques.

The UN TV Features Section has participated in many contests worldwide, and has been a successful nominee at many of them. Most recently, “United Nations in Action” received a Best Science and Technology Award at the twelfth Annual CNN World Report Conference for Mongolia and the E-world, an original report on the growth of information technology in that Central Asian country.

* *** *

_________________________________________________________________________________________











6 June 2003

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

AND THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Hua Jiang, Deputy Spokesman for the Secretary-General and Richard Sydenham, Spokesman for the General Assembly President.


Good Afternoon.

**Cambodia
Today in Phnom Penh, the Cambodian capital, UN Legal Counsel Hans Corell and Cambodian Senior Minister Sok An signed an agreement on the prosecution, under Cambodian law, of crimes committed during the period of Democratic Kampuchea (1975-1979). The agreement provides for the establishment of Extraordinary Chambers within the existing Cambodian court structure, which will have the jurisdiction to try senior leaders of Democratic Kampuchea.

Corell, on signing the agreement, said, “With this step, the quest of the Cambodian people for justice, national reconciliation, stability, peace and security is brought closer to realization”.

He added that the agreement marks the beginning of a new phase, with much work to be done before trials can begin.  On Cambodia’s side, the agreement will now be passed on to the Cambodian National Assembly for ratification.

On the UN side, the Secretary-General will have to secure voluntary contributions from States to fund the assistance that the United Nations is to provide, with the Chambers estimated to cost more than $19 million over a three-year period.

Corell said that the Secretary-General will send a planning mission to Phnom Penh in the near future, to discuss the requirements, in terms of personnel, equipment, supplies and other operating needs, of the Extraordinary Chambers.

We have Corell’s statement, and a press release on today’s events, upstairs.

**Statement Attributable to Spokesman for Secretary-General:  Myanmar

The following is a statement attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General:

“The Special Envoy of the Secretary-General to Myanmar, Ambassador Razali Ismail, arrived in Yangon today, 6 June.  His instructions from the Secretary-General are to meet with senior members of the State Peace and Development Council (SPDC) and Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, as well as National League for Democracy (NLD) Central Executive Committee members.  The Secretary-General continues to be gravely concerned about the continued incommunicado detention of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and other leaders of the NLD, and is particularly troubled by reports of injuries suffered by them.  He fully expects that his Special Envoy will be allowed to meet all his interlocutors, and that Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and other NLD members will be released without further delay.

As of now we do not have confirmation that the Government of Myanmar has agreed that the Special Envoy can meet with Daw Aung San Suu Kyi.  However, the Special Envoy met with the Foreign Minister today, where he registered an official request that he be allowed to see her.” 

**UNMOVIC
Out on the racks is the thirteenth quarterly report from the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission.

UNMOVIC, Executive Chairman, Hans Blix presented the report to the Council yesterday and highlighted in his public remarks its most relevant points. 

The report provides an overview of the Commission’s activities to date as well as its current level of staffing.

**Iraq -- IAEA
A seven-member team of International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) inspectors has arrived in Baghdad, where it will carry out a mandate under the nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty to conduct an inventory of nuclear material at a storage site, known as “Location C”, near the Tuwaitha Nuclear Research Centre.

That site had held about 1.8 tons of low-enriched uranium and some 

500 tons of natural and depleted uranium, which had been under IAEA seal and regularly inspected since 1991.  The inspection team was sent following reports of looting at the site, and the inspectors will determine how much, if any, of the material is missing, and to secure the facility, if necessary.

The inspection work is being facilitated by the US military, which will provide logistics and security.  The work is expected to last two weeks.

**DRC 

The UN Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) informed us that the first unit of French troops in the multi-national forces landed at Bunia today at 5:25 a.m. local time, and another plane landed at 6:20 a.m.  No exact number of troops was released.  More troops will be arriving in the following days with six to seven flights a day.  

At least five British military personnel also arrived with the French, as an advance unit to assess the practical participation of the British soldiers in the international forces. 

Still on the DRC, the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) issued a statement, deploring violence against children and women in the country and calling on all actors –- political and military -– to put an end to such acts. 

UNICEF said that thousands of women and girls are being brutally raped, mutilated and killed in the Ituri province.  An estimated 20,000 children and the same number of women were displaced by the recent outbreak in fighting.  Thousands of children, some younger than 10 years old, were recently recruited and are being used as child soldiers by various armed groups.  As many as a third of the 
30,000 fighters are children. 

We have more information on that in the spokesman’s office.

**Security Council Mission
The Security Council mission to Central Africa led by French Ambassador to the United Nations, Jean-Marc de la Sablière, is scheduled to leave tomorrow.

On the mission’s itinerary are stops in Johannesburg, Luanda, Kinshasa and Bunia, in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Bujumbura, Kigali, Dar es Salaam, and Entebbe.

The mission is scheduled to return to New York on Monday, 16 June. 

An open briefing on the mission is scheduled to take place on Wednesday, 18 June.

We also have a press release issued in advance of the mission by Angela King, Special Adviser of the Secretary-General on Gender Issues who reminds the Security Council of its commitment to put women and girls at the centre of peace efforts.

**Statement Attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General

The following is a statement attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General:


“In accordance with the Security Council’s request, contained in presidential statement of 31 October 2002, the Secretary-General has decided to dispatch a Multidisciplinary Assessment Mission to the Central African subregion.  The Mission will start on 9 June 2003, for approximately two weeks.  It is entrusted with determining the measures to be taken for the implementation of a ‘comprehensive, integrated, resolute and concerted approach to the issues of peace, security and development’ in the sub region.


“Assistant Secretary-General for Political Affairs, Mr. Tuliameni Kalomoh, will lead the Mission, which will comprise representatives of various departments and agencies of the United Nations system.  They will visit the 11 countries belonging to the Economic Community of Central African States (ECCAS).


“Since the role of the United Nations is to support the efforts of regional States and institutions, the Mission will be carried out in partnership with ECCAS.  Two ECCAS senior officials will accompany the Mission.”

**Liberia
The continuing conflict in Liberia has displaced tens of thousands of refugees and locals near the capital Monrovia, and sent more than 23,000 Liberians fleeing into western Côte d'Ivoire in the last two weeks, says the UN High Commissioner for Refugees.

On Thursday, UN refugee agency staff in Liberia reported that resurgent fighting between the Government and rebels of the Liberians United for Reconciliation and Democracy (LURD) near Monrovia had spread to camps, which hosted Sierra Leonean refugees. 

Meanwhile, the World Food Programme (WFP) said that the security conditions were deteriorating daily in Liberia.  WFP reports that without any peaceful solution, there would continue to be large numbers of people becoming displaced inside the country, and there would also be Liberians moving into neighbouring countries.  Thousands had fled the fighting to the capital Monrovia, but WFP was not equipped to receive these displaced persons. 

The fighting had stopped WFP from distributing food to the 115,000 displaced persons in camps around Monrovia.  To date, 70 per cent of the country was inaccessible to humanitarian organizations because of the intense fighting.

**Security Council
During the Security Council’s closed consultations this morning, Assistant Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations, Hedi Annabi, presented the Secretary-General’s latest report on the UN Peacekeeping Force in Cyprus.

In the report, which we flagged last week, the Secretary-General recommends a six-month extension of the force’s mandate.  In it, he also asks for additional civilian police officers to be assigned to the force to deal with high number of people crossing the buffer zone.

The Council also heard a briefing by Annabi on the recent murder of a Serb family in Kosovo.  Security Council President, Russian Ambassador Sergey Lavrov, read a press statement following the consultations in which members strongly condemned the murder.

**UNRWA
The UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA) launched an urgent appeal for $103 million to the international community today for funds to support its emergency activities in the second half of 2003.  These include food aid for the poor, shelter for the homeless, medical care for the injured and counseling for children who have been traumatized by violence.

Launching the appeal in Geneva, UNRWA's Commissioner-General, Peter Hansen, emphasised that even if the recently re-started peace negotiations are successful, the humanitarian needs of the Palestinian refugees will remain great for the foreseeable future.

A press release is available in my office.

**USG for Humanitarian Affairs
And we have two appointments to announce.

The Secretary-General is announcing today his decision to appoint Jan Egeland of Norway as the new Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Humanitarian Relief Coordinator.  Mr. Egeland, who is currently Secretary-General of the Norwegian Red Cross, succeeds Kenzo Oshima of Japan.

We have a bio note on Mr. Egeland in the Spokesman’s Office. 

**Special Rapporteur for Disability
And another appointment, the Secretary-General has decided to appoint Sheikha Hessa bint Khalifa bin Ahmed al-Thani of Qatar as Special Rapporteur on Disability of the UN Commission for Social Development.

The task of the Special Rapporteur is to monitor implementation of the Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities, adopted by the General Assembly in 1993.  Ms. Sheikha Hessa replaces Bengt Lindqvist of Sweden, who has held the post since 1994.

A bio note is again, available in my office.

**Global Fund
We have a press release from the Global Fund for AIDS, Tuberculosis and malaria on the fifth meeting of its Board.  The Board has called on public and private donors to contribute $3 billion by the end of 2004 so the anticipated country proposals will be fully financed.

**PAHO
The Pan American Health Organization, the Regional Office for the Americas of the World Health Organization, said that its first ever large-scale vaccination campaign, held last week in Latin America, was successful.  Plans are already under way for an effort to include the whole of the Western Hemisphere in April 2004.

**UNESCO
We have a couple of announcements from the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) for you today.

Timor-Leste became the Organization’s 189th Member State; and also UNESCO announced yesterday that President of Timor-Leste, Xanana Gusmão, will be awarded this year’s Hophouët-Boigny Peace Prize on 10 June. 

**ILO

Juan Somavia, Director-General of the International Labour Office (ILO), will present new anti-poverty proposals to the annual conference of the ILO, which were issued in a new ILO report entitled Working out of Poverty.

We have more information in a press release upstairs.

**Budget
And on budget today we would like to acknowledge two payments to the peacekeeping budget.  Germany made a payment of more than $21 million and Belgium a payment of more than $7 million.

**Portugal
And for your information, the Prime Minister of Portugal, Jose Durao Barroso, will speak at the Security Council stakeout following his meeting this afternoon with the Secretary-General at 6 p.m.

**The Week Ahead at the United Nations
And we have The Week Ahead for you to pick up upstairs.

Any questions before we move to Richard?  Richard.

Spokesman for General Assembly President
Good afternoon. 

This morning the General Assembly elected by acclamation His Excellency the Honourable Julian Robert Hunte, Minister of External Affairs, International Trade and Civil Aviation of St. Lucia, as President of the fifty-eighth session of the General Assembly.

As you no doubt recall, the General Assembly, in its fifty-sixth session last July decided that the President and the Chairmen of the six main committees and the 21 Vice-Presidents should be elected three months before the start of each session.

In extending his heartfelt congratulations to President-elect Hunte, President Kavan made clear his intention to make the most of the remaining three months of the fifty-seventh session to facilitate a smooth and efficient transition between the Presidents and their staffs.  President Kavan expressed the hope that this will set a good precedent not only for the future sessions of the General Assembly but also for other institutions of the UN system. 

In his remarks after the election, President-elect Hunte expressed his appreciation to the Latin American and Caribbean Group for its endorsement of Saint Lucia’s candidature for the presidency, and he assured the Assembly that it was his firm intention to reach out to all Member States and regional groups, and to the Secretary-General and his staff, in seeking to build consensus on the broad range of issues the General Assembly addresses, including those that may be controversial or politically divisive.  “In such an approach”, he said, “lies the real revitalization of this, the most important organ of the United Nations.”  In conclusion, President-elect Hunte said that, “it is notable that the presidency of this singularly important world body will pass to a representative of the smallest country ever to hold this office.  Thus, will the United Nations reaffirm its faith in the equal rights of nations large and small, as enunciated in the Charter”.

His remarks are available upstairs.

Following the election, statements were heard from representatives of the five regional groups.

Also at this morning’s meeting, the General Assembly decided to appoint 
Mr. Christopher Thomas of Trinidad and Tobago as a member of the Joint Inspection Unit for a five-year term and the plenary, on the proposal of the Secretary-General, confirmed the extension of the appointment of Mr. Rubens Ricupero as Secretary-General of the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) for a period of one year from 15 September 2003 to 14 September 2004.

Following this appointment, Morocco, on behalf of the "Group of 77" developing countries and China, and Pakistan made statements.

The six main committees then met to elect their chairpersons, as follows:

First Committee -- Mr. Jarmo Sareva (Finland); Special Political and Decolonization Committee (Fourth Committee) -- Mr. Enrique Loedel (Uruguay); Second Committee -- Mr. Iftekhar Ahmed Chowdhury (Bangladesh); Third Committee -- Mr. Martin Belinga-Eboutou (Cameroon); Fifth Committee -- Mr. Hynek Kmonicek (Czech Republic); Sixth Committee -- Mr. Lauro Baja (Philippines).

The plenary then met again to elect the 21 Vice-Presidents of the General Assembly for the fifty-eighth session.  Since the number of candidates corresponded to the number of seats to be filled in each region, the requirement for a secret ballot was waived and the candidates were elected as follows:

Six from African States:  Cape Verde, Equatorial Guinea, Madagascar, Malawi, Morocco, Senegal; five from Asian States:  Islamic Republic of Iran, Myanmar, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and Yemen; one from Eastern European States:  Slovenia; two from Latin American and Caribbean States:  Haiti, Honduras; and two from Western European and other States:  Luxembourg, Netherlands.

And so, with the Chairmen of the six Main Committees and the 21 Vice-Presidents elected, that constitutes the General Committee of the General Assembly for the fifty-eighth session, which was fully constituted in accordance with rule 38 of the rules of procedure.

I will make these lists available to you shortly.  Any questions? 

Questions and Answers

Question:  Richard, does this mean the new General Assembly President will be the fifty-eighth President of the General Assembly? 

Spokesman for General Assembly President:  Yes, indeed the fifty-eighth session opens on Tuesday, 16 September.  The general debate starts on Tuesday, 
23 September through 26 September and then from 29 September to 3 October.  So that’s 23 through 26 September and 29 September through 3 October for the general debate.

Okay.  Have a nice weekend.

* *** *




UNEP and the Executive Director in the news


� HYPERLINK  \l "Groundwater" ��Accra Mail - HEADLINE: WORLD'S GROUNDWATER SUPPLIES …. SIEGE�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Get" ��The Nation (Thailand) - Get em while theyre young, UN ……. Says�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Official" ��BBC Monitoring - UN Official Warns Of Increase In Water Demand In Middle East, Gulf� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Management" ��The Hindu - Groundwater: Unep Thirsts For Better Management�


�HYPERLINK  \l "Dominates"��Africa News - Namibia; Water Dominates Environment Day�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Water" ��Channel NewsAsia - World's water situation still a serious problem: WHO�


� HYPERLINK  \l "global" ��Morning Star -  UN highlights global water crisis;�


� HYPERLINK  \l "siege" ��IRNA -World's groundwater supplies under siege, urgent action needed�


� HYPERLINK  \l "dying" ��2bn 'dying for water', says UN�


� HYPERLINK  \l "environment" ��Reuters - "Dying for water", world marks environment day�


� HYPERLINK  \l "take" ��Reuters  - INTERVIEW - UN says cleaning Iraq's  environment to take time�


� HYPERLINK  \l "issues" ��ENS -UN Urges World to Get Serious About Water Issues�


� HYPERLINK  \l "urges" ��Africa News - UNEP urges action to better manage globe's groundwaters; World Environment� � HYPERLINK  \l "Two" ��Day June 5: Water - Two billion people are dying for it!�


� HYPERLINK  \l "celebrated" ��Xinhua - World Environment Day celebrated in post-drought Afghanistan�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Greens" ��AFP - Greens glum as World Environment Day heads for 30th anniversary�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Trickling" ��The Guardian (London) - Trickling away - a life and death commodity: UN warns that� underground supplies of water,  crucial to billions, are remorselessly decreasing


� HYPERLINK  \l "the" ��The Pakistan Newswire - The world environment day /'Water Critical to …….Development'�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Day" ��The Independent - World Environment Day today, THE INDEPENDENT�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Awards" ��The Australian - UN leader highlights world water crisis -  …../World Environment Day�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Cleaner" ��Xinhua - Musharraf renews Pakistan's commitment to cleaner environment�


� HYPERLINK  \l "supplies" ��The Straits Times (Singapore) - Underground water supplies ……..intensive farming�


� HYPERLINK  \l "fashionable" ��The Christian Science Monitor - A bid to make 'green' fashionable�


� HYPERLINK  \l "launches" ��Ozone Depletion online - UNEP Launches New 'Green Customs' Initiative; Brief Article�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Green" ��ENS - Green Customs Initiative Offers Officers New Tools�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Jakarta" ��Jakarta Post - : World Environment Day, JAKARTA POST�


� HYPERLINK  \l "joins" ��Manilla Bulletin - RP joins world in celebrating Environment Day; Main News�
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