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SOCIETY FOR THE POSITIVE AWARENESS OF  AQUACULTURE
Suzuki Foundation officials make up in rhetoric what they lack in openness &

science, says Positive Aquaculture Awareness
    CAMPBELL RIVER, BC, July 7 /CNW/ - David Suzuki Foundation spokesperson Otto Langer is the latest anti-aquaculture activist who refuses to let the facts get in the way of a negative industry story, says the leader of a BC grass roots group that promotes better information on aquaculture.

    "The spokespeople at David Suzuki Foundation are so single-mindedly focused on attacking the fish-farm industry at all costs that they become unable to discuss the issues in an open and coherent way, and refuse to supply scientific data to verify their claims," said PAA President Laurie Jensen.

    "First we had former Suzuki Foundation employee Lynn Hunter telling her email network how much fun it was to torment fish-farmers. Now Otto Langer has wrongly claimed in the Prince Rupert Daily News that senior scientists at the Department of Fisheries and Oceans are 'unequivocal' in linking sea-lice outbreaks to salmon farms," Jensen said.

    "We requested that Greenspirit Strategies Ltd. representatives ask Langer to provide any evidence that senior DFO scientists had made such a link," Jensen said. "Not surprisingly, Langer has failed to provide names of

scientists because DFO has established no such link between the naturally occurring phenomenon of sea-lice and the sustainable enterprise of salmon-farming."

    Jensen said Langer should be aware that environmental groups are coming under greater international pressure to be more open and accountable than they've been in the past. The United Nations Environmental Program released a report last month suggesting many environmental organizations are less transparent and less accountable than the very organizations they presume to judge, Jensen pointed out.

    "We're finding this is a real issue in the aquaculture debate. We share as much information as possible, as do our members, our consultants and indeed government. But the David Suzuki Foundation gives us hazy statements about un-named government officials... and seldom do we get hard data," said Jensen.

     "So we want to put Langer on notice. The UNEP report tells us environmental groups around the world are learning that openness and accountability are not the exclusive responsibility of industry. It's time the David Suzuki Foundation took this discussion seriously and committed itself to debating real issues like conservation of wild salmon and the benefits of aquaculture, and did so using science and verifiable data," said Jensen.

    (See UNEP report at http://www.sustainability.com/publications/latest/21C- ngo.asp )

For further information: please contact: Laurie Jensen, President, SPAA, 250-286-8802 (office), 250-830-7615 (cell) or www.spaa.ca;

Archived graphs from this organization are available through CNW E-Pix at 

http://www.newswire.ca. Images are free to members of The Canadian Press.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

 The Manilla Times

Tuesday, July 8, 2003

Following the lead to Marilao

              The opposite of environmental justice is environmental crime. And environmental crime is

              globally a big and very lucrative business. 

              Illegal trade in hazardous wastes is one environmental crime that the international

              community has been trying to curb for years. The United Nations Environment Program,

              Interpol, the World Customs Organization and the secretariat of the Basel Convention on

              the Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and Their Disposal, among others,

              have joined forces to combat illegal trade in toxic wastes, ozone depleting substances and

              endangered species. 

              The Basel Convention not only regulates trade in hazardous waste. An amendment to the

              convention “bans hazardous wastes exports for final disposal and recycling from [Basel

              Convention Parties that are members of the European Union and the Organization for

              Economic Cooperation and Development] to [all other parties to the convention].” In plain

              language this means that rich countries are banned from exporting their toxic wastes to

              developing countries. Large volumes of highly toxic substances are making their way from

              wealthy, advanced countries to poor countries with weak enforcement of environmental

              standards and the ban seeks to address this problem. This export is often being made in

              the guise of “recycling” even if it is obvious to even the most ignorant that the receiving

              country is not equipped to handle these wastes in a manner that is environmentally sound

              and safe as far as occupational exposure is concerned. 

              The Basel Convention and the subsequent ban were established to protect human life and

              the environment from the irresponsible dumping of toxic substances in places that are not

              prepared to receive these substances. Unfortunately, the ban hasn’t taken effect yet as

              only 37 of the required minimum of 62 countries (three-fourths of the countries that were

              represented at the time of the adoption of the ban) have ratified the amendment. Worse,

              countries that have ratified the Basel Convention and thus are supposed to adhere to its

              spirit and principles continue to put short-term profit and employment over human health

              and environment. 

              According to international environmental organization Greenpeace, New Zealand, an OECD

              member country, continues to export tons of scrap lead acid batteries to a recycling plant

              in Marilao, Bulacan. Both New Zealand and the Philippines have ratified the Basel

              Convention but not the ban. Oh yes, the batteries, or what is inside them, are indeed

              being recycled. What can’t be recycled is piling up within the premises of the recycling

              facility. Greenpeace reports that when heavy rains caused the fence against which the

              waste is piled, to collapse, the waste spilled into the nearby river. A subsequent sampling

              of the river water showed levels of lead “24,000 times higher than the typical background

              lead levels for soil,” Greenpeace said. 

              For a starter, exposure to lead can cause reduced fertility, sterility in men, miscarriage,

              fetal death, birth defects, mutations and fetal damage, according to the International Labor

              Organization. 

              Local residents complain of health problems that could be associated with the operations of

              the used lead acid batteries. An earlier Greenpeace investigation revealed high levels of

              lead in soil, river sediment and vegetation and in the blood of children living in the area.

              Alas, the Department of Environment and Natural Resources and local authorities are not

              taking any action. 

              Sure, importing toxic substances for recycling generates much needed jobs in our country.

              Who cares about tomorrow’s health when the stomach of your child is empty today? Life in

              the Philippines is cheap. That is the simple logic that keeps an environmentally unsound

              and to human health dangerous practice alive and well. It’s legal and not an environmental

              crime only because the governments of the exporting and importing countries consent to

              the trade. But who is assessing the long-term damage done to both the environment and

              human health in Marilao? The profits and jobs gained in the short-term through toxic trade

              can’t offset the long-term costs of toxic pollution and damage to human health. 

              As a columnist of this paper, I cannot but follow with interest the latest headlines about the

              owner of this paper. Mr. Dante Ang has been “accused” of not being a Filipino citizen. Is

              that a crime? Every year, thousands of Filipinos leave their country for good. Thousands

              give up their Filipino citizenship. Then there are those who are indeed Filipino citizens but

              who never hesitate to betray their countrymen through corruption, incompetence and by

              selling out of the national interest. There may be a legal definition of citizenship. But our

              convenient obsession with formal status and legalities makes us overlook what citizenship

              is really all about. Mr. Ang is a Filipino in law and fact. By voting, living, working and

              investing his earnings here, by raising his family here and by getting involved in politics

              and the affairs of the state, Mr. Ang is a Filipino in fact. 

              Hearing the news about Mr. Ang reminded me of my own experience as a foreigner. The

              question of citizenship is always raised as the ultimate blackmail, the argument of last

              resort. Foreigners can’t hide from this argument. No matter how much we try to be

              “citizens,” the fact is always thrown right in our faces when our work and acts inevitable

              make our path cross with that of others. As if being a foreigner gives us less a right to be

              concerned, to speak out and to get involved.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

The Austin American Statesman

The fallout of war
Iraq blames U.S. uranium shells for rampant cancer, but  Pentagon says claims are exaggerated

                  BASRA, Iraq -- In her hospital cot, Nadeema Rahimi watched day turn to night from the same

                  uncomfortable position. The frail 20-year-old was forced to lie on her stomach 24 hours a day. It

                  was a blessing she could no longer see the basketball-size tumor on her lower back. 

                  After her bone cancer was discovered several months ago, Rahimi's husband abandoned her.

                  Only her mother stayed by her bedside at Basra General Hospital. 

                  Dr. Jawad Ali, head of the hospital's oncology unit, said cancer cases such as Rahimi's

                  skyrocketed in southern Iraq after the 1991 Persian Gulf War. The most recent conflict has raised

                  fears that yet another wave of illness could be caused by radioactive contamination. 

                  "DU," Ali said simply. 

                  DU is depleted uranium, the dense metal used by U.S. tanks, fighting vehicles and aircraft to pierce

                  and destroy armor. U.S. forces used 320 tons of DU munitions in the Gulf War and more in the

                  spring invasion. DU is radioactive, and Iraqis blame it for their mysteriously soaring rates of cancer

                  and birth defects. 

                  "Take a look around," the doctor said, standing in one of the many sixth-floor cancer wards. "All

                  these people are dying." 

                  Rahimi's kidney stopped functioning because of the severe pressure the giant tumor put on her

                  nerves. She is paralyzed from the waist down. 

                  Rahimi did not know modern medicine had failed her, that her cancer was too far gone for

                  chemotherapy. But she, too, was sure she knew the cause of her suffering. 

                  "Contamination," she said, using all her energy to lift her head off her crisscrossed arms. 

                  Supertough weapons made with DU helped the United States and its allies score a swift victory

                  over Saddam Hussein, but their radioactive remains continue to generate controversy. 

                  "Low radiation is more dangerous than an atom bomb," Ali said. "This will kill us for thousands of

                  years." 

                  The DU debate has been going on since the first Gulf War ended. The Pentagon's take on the issue

                  is the opposite of the Iraqis'. 

                  U.S. officials have repeatedly insisted that exposure to DU weaponry, often called the Army's

                  "silver bullet," poses no health risks. They say Saddam's regime exaggerated claims and

                  manipulated data on DU effects for political gain. 

                  Without definitive epidemiological studies, no one can point to proof that DU is responsible for the

                  illnesses of Rahimi and thousands of other Iraqis. 

                  "The debate has become so politicized," said Charles Sheehan-Miles, executive director of a

                  Washington watchdog group, the Nuclear Research Policy Institute. "You've got the Pentagon on

                  one side saying it's not harmful at all and people on the other side equating it to a nuclear holocaust.

                  We can't necessarily trust Pentagon data any more than we can trust Iraqi data." 

                  Wards of suffering 

                  DU-related or not, the evidence of human suffering was plentiful at Basra's Ibn Khazwan Children's

                  Hospital, where Dr. Jenan Hassan led a tour of wards teeming with children suffering from

                  leukemia. 

                  In her office, she pulled out two photo albums thick with pictures of babies born without heads or

                  with other gross deformities. Downstairs in the neonatal ward, 2-day-old Bint Zainab Hussein lay

                  dying in an incubator; she was born with her brain outside her head. 

                  In 1988, 11 out of every 100,000 people in the Basra region suffered from cancer, according to

                  Hassan's research. In 2002, she said, 123 out of every 100,000 are cancer patients. Birth defects

                  have risen from 11 per 100,000 births in 1989 to 116 per 100,000 births in 2002. 

                  "I am not exaggerating anything. What you see is true," she said. "We did not have cancer or birth

                  defects like this in Iraq before. And all this will go up by 2008 or so, when we will begin to see the

                  impact of the latest war. The incubation period for DU is five years." 

                  After the '91 war, U.S. veterans complained of Gulf War syndrome. The Pentagon monitors a small

                  group, though Navy veteran and DU expert Dan Fahey said the study size is too small to draw any

                  conclusions. 

                  But the most complaints surfaced in Basra, where allied forces pounded Saddam's retreating

                  military with armor-piercing shells made from DU, the first time such weapons were known to have

                  been used in warfare. 

                  Iraq's second-largest city swirls with rumors about DU. The slightest pimple conjures images of

                  terminal cancer. Pregnant women undergo ultrasound testing to make sure their fetuses are free

                  from abnormalities. 

                  The latest war has only heightened those fears, though not everyone is convinced DU is the culprit.

                  Dr. Mohammed Nasir, director of Ibn Khazwan hospital, said Baath Party loyalists used the DU issue

                  to attract international sympathy. 

                  "Yes, there is an increase of cancer here, but we have had a lot of medical problems in Iraq for a

                  long time," Nasir said. "We have no proof that it is related to DU, even though there are doctors in

                  my own hospital who will tell you otherwise. There could be other reasons for what is happening

                  here. The only way to settle this is to prove it scientifically." 

                  Therein lies the problem, said Fahey. 

                  Little research has been done on how DU affects humans, though tests on mice suggest exposure

                  can cause cancer, reproductive disorders and other maladies, Fahey said. 

                  A few years ago, the World Health Organization proposed an investigation of Iraq's DU claims, but

                  Saddam killed the effort by imposing too many conditions. 

                  "Even though I am skeptical of the Iraqi data, clearly there is something going on, particularly in Iraq,"

                  Fahey said. "All possible causes for cancer and birth defects should be studied -- including the

                  possible effects of DU." 

                  Weapon has long life 

                  Depleted uranium is a relatively cost-effective way for the military to provide armor-piercing

                  munitions and foolproof shields for U.S. tanks and fighting vehicles. It is cheap because it is

                  essentially unusable waste material created in the enrichment of uranium for nuclear reactors and

                  weapons. It also is sturdy because of its extremely high density. 

                  But DU has a half-life of 4.5 billion years. The United Nations Environmental Program says DU

                  munitions can pollute the environment and create a 100 percent increase in uranium levels in

                  groundwater. 

                  A U.S. Army training manual acknowledges DU's danger, stating that "contamination will make food

                  and water unsafe for consumption." 

                  In addition to the 320 tons of DU rounds fired in the '91 war, the Pentagon also has acknowledged

                  using DU in the attacks in March and April of this year. But no official assessment of the amount

                  has been released. Independent analysts say anywhere between 200 and 2,000 tons could have

                  been used this time. 

                  At a recent symposium in New York, scientists offered various interpretations of DU's effects. But

                  they all agreed soldiers returning from Iraq should be tested, that the Iraqi people must be warned

                  of potential contamination, and that coalition forces should clean up the potentially hazardous mess

                  they left behind. 

                  The U.N. environmental agency's conflict assessment team announced in April it intended to survey

                  Iraq's most recent battlegrounds, many around Baghdad and other heavily populated urban centers

                  between the Euphrates and Tigris rivers. 

                  Fahey said such a U.N. study could put to rest unfounded fears or confirm potential risks. Until then,

                  DU remains an unknown. 

                  "It appears a lot of DU was shot in urban areas this time, where people are living, selling food,"

                  Fahey said. "Obviously there is great concern." 

                  Doctors in Basra said they hoped a comprehensive study was coming. For now, they curse the

                  "dirty bombs" and treat their patients with the few drugs available to them. 

                  "He will be my friend till the last day of his life," said Ali, holding the hand of Mohammed Abdul Saleh,  10, a leukemia patient. "I will lose all my friends this way. How can the Americans say they have   nothing to do with this?" 

                  mbasu@ajc.com

__________________________________________________________________________________________

The Malasyia Kini

Water-treatment plants 'ill-equipped' to  eliminate toxic contaminants 

Wed Jul 2nd, 2003 

                     Existing water treatment plants in Malaysia are not equipped to   remove toxic chemicals or heavy metals from untreated water,   said an environmental expert.

                     The plants are only designed to remove sediments and bacteria,   said Faisal Parish, director of Global Environment Centre, which is   part of the UN Environmental Programme.

                     He raised these points when   asked to comment on concerns   raised by thousands of                residents around Broga - the   site of a controversial incinerator proposal currently  under assessment for

environmental impacts

                     They have repeatedly expressed anxiety over the possible impact  of its emissions and effluent on nearby water sources that feed  the Semenyih treatment plant.

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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UN or UNEP in the news

Following the lead to Marilao
Manila Times, Philippines, (By Marit Stinus-Remonde), July 8, 2003 - The opposite of environmental justice is environmental crime. And environmental crime is globally a big and very lucrative business. 
Illegal trade in hazardous wastes is one environmental crime that the international community has been trying to curb for years. The United Nations Environment Program, Interpol, the World Customs Organization and the secretariat of the Basel Convention on the Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and Their Disposal, among others, have joined forces to combat illegal trade in toxic wastes, ozone depleting substances and endangered species. 
http://www.manilatimes.net/national/2003/jul/08/opinion/20030708opi2.html 

General environment news

Record-high floods kill five and force thousands to evacuate 
The Straits Times, Singapore , July 8, 2003 - BEIJING - Five people died and more than 370,000 were evacuated as floods reached a record high in east China, officials said yesterday.
The water level was so high that large holes had to be blown in dykes on the Huaihe River to divert flood waters.
The flood has affected more than 21 million people in Anhui province alone, with economic losses estimated at 4.8 billion yuan (S$1 billion).
The China News Service said 32,000 homes had collapsed and another 120,000 were damaged.

http://straitstimes.asia1.com.sg/asia/story/0,4386,198596,00.html 

Dugongs, turtles under threat on Great Barrier Reef
Reuters, July 7, 2003 - CAIRNS, Australia - Populations of turtle and dugong, or seacow, are dropping drastically around Australia's Great Barrier Reef because of chemical runoff from farmland and overhunting by Aborigines, officials said.
 "Dugongs and turtles have to be protected or they will be gone in my children's time," said Peter Guivarra, chairman of the Mapoon Aboriginal Council on the western side of Cape York Peninsula.

http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/21414/story.htm 

__________________________________________________________________________________________


Qatar
Water Resources Utilization and Protection

The Legislative Affairs Committee in the House of Parliament held a meeting and discussed the proposal of  an adjustment in the rule no. (14) of 1983 related to the utilization and protection of water resources in Qatar. 

http://www.raya.com/2003/07/08/win/index.htm
UAE
DQG signs MoU with UNDP

The Dubai Quality Group (DQG) has signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the United Nations Development Program (UNDP) to promote international quality standards and quality management systems among professionals

Under the terms of the MOU, the Dubai Quality Group (DQG) and the United Nations Development program (UNDP) will exchange expertise and undertake joint initiatives aimed at promoting and sharing best practices and raising awareness about quality in all aspects of professional and organizational development.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=business&xfile=data/business/2003/july/business_july155.xml
Civic body sets water disposal rules

Qassim Sultan, Director General of Dubai Municipality, has issued an administrative decision approving the list of violations and penalties stipulated in local order No.8 of 2002 regarding irrigation, drainage and waste water.

The decision's second article states the prospective department has the right to take one or more measures stipulated in article 41 of the order against the violator of its laws, bylaws and instructions, whenever it is necessary.

The department concerned has the right to ask for the value of the properties damaged or the cost for repairing it and the compensation for damages as per article 42 of the order. 

Under the decision, the director of the drainage and irrigation department has been assigned to issue the necessary instructions to enforce its rules effective from June 2, 2003.

A fine of Dh10,000, the value of the properties damaged and the cost for repairing, in case of draining hazardous or poisonous waste, throwing hazardous industrial water in the sewage network, rain water drainage network or to the irrigation network, will be levied on the offender.

http://www.gulf-news.com/Articles/news.asp?ArticleID=92088
New department for public health set up

Abu Dhabi Municipality has set up a new department for public health and environment that will adopt international quality standards.

The structure of the department includes sections for food and veterinary control, food laboratories, environment, public health and administrative services unit

It also includes a unit for apparatuses and consumables, municipality information centre, planning and environmental policies development unit, environmental monitoring unit, environmental control unit, and health education and environmental awareness unit.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2003/july/theuae_july170.xml
Ras Al Khaimah golf club gets ISO 14001 certification

The Ras Al Khaimah-based Tower Links Golf Club, the first grassed golf club to be constructed north of Dubai, yesterday received ISO 14001 Certification

This environmental management system has been implemented on the site, with a comprehensive monitoring and record keeping system
http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=business&xfile=data/business/2003/july/business_july134.xml
Palestine
RCA begins second phase of Jenin reconstruction project

The UAE Red Crescent Authority (RCA) has begun the second phase of the Jenin reconstruction project.

The Dh100 million project is part of a reconstruction plan carried out by the RCA and UNRWA in Jenin camp, where thousands of Palestinian families lost their houses during the Israeli invasion.

The second phase will include the construction of 418 apartments and 42 shops, in addition to restoring basic infrastructure for water, electricity and sewage affected by the Israeli sweep into the West Bank last year.

http://www.gulf-news.com/Articles/news.asp?ArticleID=92102
__________________________________________________________________________________________
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T U E S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S

*
Millennium development goals reachable with reform, increased aid – UN report

*
Annan arrives in Mozambique ahead of African Union Summit

*
UNICEF chief urges African leaders to invest in children as a first priority

*
UN envoy strongly condemns Palestinian suicide bombing in Israel 

*
Kosovo: UN mission chief ends term


*
UN prepares rescue ship for second evacuation run in Liberia

*
DR of Congo: New Mission chief discusses security, humanitarian concerns in Bunia 

*
UN refugee agency probes reports Iranians fleeing camp because of insecurity

*
‘Small Arms Survey’ launched, as UN panel reviews curbing illicit weapons trade 

*
UN agency completes repatriation of Eritreans from the Sudan before rainy season

*
Namibia: UN agencies assist flood victims 

*
UN agriculture agency delivers sorely needed seeds and tools to southern Sudan

* * * *

Human development report

8 July – Goals set by the United Nations Millennium Summit to lift millions of people out of poverty by 2015 can only be achieved if poor countries pursue wide-ranging reforms and wealthy nations respond with improved trade terms and increased aid, according to the UN Development Fund (UNDP) annual flagship report released today. 

The “Human Development Report 2003” illustrates how countries fared during the 1990s, a decade of impressive economic growth for some but one of deepening poverty for many. Specifically it focuses on the progress towards the UN Millennium Development Goals, set by the 2000 Summit of halving the number of those hungry by 2015.

“The world is on track to halve income poverty by 2015, driven by the tremendous economic growth of China and India, but at the same time the 1990s was a decade of human development crisis,” UNDP Economist and co-Author of the report David Stewart, said during a press briefing at the UN Headquarters in New York. 

He said, “Fifty-four countries ended the decade poorer than they began it and in 21 the human development index actually went backwards which is unprecedented, it hasn’t happened in previous decades. The implication for this on the goals is that sub-Sahara Africa, for example, is not going to achieve the goal for reducing under five mortality for a 150 years.” 

The Report also introduces a new “compact” through which countries can work to achieve the Millennium Goals.

“The poor countries on one side need to institute quality reforms, fight corruption and most importantly put the Millennium goals at the centre of their development strategy. On the other side of the coin, the richer countries really have to fulfil the commitments they made to these goals,” Mr. Stewart said. “Aid needs to be approximately doubled for these goals to be met, yet aid to the poorest countries in the last decade has fallen by about a third.”
Launching the Report in Dublin, Ireland, UNDP Executive Administrator Mark Malloch Brown said the Compact is a collective responsibility which “can unite us all, rich and poor, North and South, developed and developing not in rhetoric, but at an extremely practical level, where we can hold each other to account for shared goals and, together, change the world.”

He was joined by Bertie Ahern, the Prime Minister of Ireland, Jeffrey Sachs, economist and guest editor of the report, Sakiko Fukuda-Parr, the report’s principal author and Irish musician Bono, who has campaigned for debt relief for the poorest countries.

The Dublin event precedes the launch of the report at the African Union Summit in Mozambique’s capital Maputo this Thursday. “Through this joint launch, in Dublin and Maputo, we want to dramatize the partnership between North and South which is required if we are to achieve these goals by 2015,” Mr. Malloch Brown said. 

At the 2000 Millennium Summit, Mr. Ahern pledged to double his country’s development assistance to 0.7 per cent of GDP by 2007. Mozambique, a main beneficiary of Irish aid, is to receive 28 million euros this year under a bilateral assistance programme that began in 1996. The Irish and Mozambican governments have targeted the assistance towards projects to help progress towards the MDGs, focusing on education, farming, and reversing the HIV/AIDS epidemic.

* * *

Mozambique

8 July – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan arrived in Mozambique today for a five-day visit that will be highlighted by his address to the African Union summit. 

Mr. Annan, who arrived in Maputo from Switzerland, is scheduled to meet with President Joaquim Alberto Chissano later today.

Upon his arrival, he was briefed by Tuliameni Kalomoh, UN Assistant Secretary-General for Political Affairs, on the status of the African Union ministerial-level meeting. 

Mr. Annan will address the Head-of-State-level meeting, which will open on Thursday. 

* * *

African Union

8 July – A day before arriving in Mozambique to attend the annual African Union summit, the head of the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) today urged African leaders to invest in children as a first priority, arguing that it is the only chance for sustaining development and progress on the continent.

“To keep hope alive, Africa must start by keeping its children alive,” UNICEF Executive Director Carol Bellamy said. “From Ethiopia to Liberia, from DRC [Democratic Republic of the Congo] to South Africa, children are the hope of this continent, even in the midst of crisis.”

Arguing that no single measure of development predicts the future as reliably as the well-being of children, Ms. Bellamy suggested that African nations use a series of child-centred standards as their primary gauge of progress. The well-being of children should become the most important standard for measuring individual achievements as leaders, she said.

Africa accounts for only 12 per cent of the world’s population, yet claims 43 per cent of the world’s child deaths, 50 per cent of maternal deaths, 70 per cent of people living with HIV/AIDS and a staggering 90 per cent of children orphaned by AIDS.

“No continent with such unfavourable indicators can achieve lasting development or stability without fundamentally raising their level of investment in children,” Ms. Bellamy stated. “I urge you to make investing in children your priority, and openly assessing the results your second priority. Do not wait another week or another year. Their survival – and yours – depends on it.”

* * *

Middle East

8 July – The top United Nations envoy for the Middle East peace process strongly condemned last night’s suicide bombing in central Israel, which killed a 65 year-old woman, and called for political and security talks to continue at full speed.

Terje Roed-Larsen, Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process, noted that while a cell of a Palestinian militant group claimed responsibility, the group’s leadership denied involvement, emphasizing that they remain committed to a cessation of hostilities announced last week.

In a statement issued by his office, Mr. Roed-Larsen, stressed that this cease-fire must be strengthened, with the Palestinian Authority and all Palestinian groups doing everything in their power to halt further attacks.

“In spite of this tragic and murderous terrorist attack…it is essential that political and security talks continue at full speed,” the statement said, adding that such discussions are the best way to broaden and solidify the ceasefire and prevent future violence – a pre-requisite for the success of the Road Map peace plan.

Sponsored by the so-called Diplomatic Quartet of the UN, United States, European Union and Russia, the Road Map calls for Israel and the Palestinians to take a series of parallel and reciprocal steps culminating in the achievement of two states living side by side in peace by 2005.
* * *

Kosovo

8 July – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative in Kosovo, Michael Steiner, ended his assignment today after a year and a half’s tenure, during which he reported improvements in security in the ethnically-riven province but warned that huge challenges still remained in bringing Albanians and Serbs together. 

In a statement issued by a spokesman at UN headquarters in New York, Mr. Annan expressed his gratitude for Mr. Steiner’s contributions to the UN effort in Kosovo and commended “his hard work and dedication.”

Mr. Steiner, a senior German diplomat who is to become his country’s ambassador to the UN in Geneva, was the third Special Representative and head of the United Nations Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK) since it was established in 1999, following Hans Haekkerup of Denmark and Bernard Kouchner of France. 

His successor will be announced in the near future and the Principal Deputy Senior Representative, Charles Brayshaw of the United States, will act as Officer-in-Charge in the interim. 

In his final report to the Security Council last week he said Kosovo was now moving towards the standards that will define its place in Europe, and multi-ethnicity was gradually improving, a testimony to the work UNMIK is conducting in the country. 

“When I arrived a year and a half ago, there was no government – despite successful general elections,” he said. “One hundred and fifty-three prisoners from the war were still held in Serbia. In the northern part of Mitrovica, there was a legal vacuum and turbulence. More members of minority communities were leaving Kosovo than returning. Pristina and Belgrade did not talk,” he added.

UNMIK had succeeded in putting together a multi-ethnic government and police force, bringing back prisoners of war, administering parts where there were no regular police patrols and reversing the negative trend in returns, he said. 

But he warned: “A lot more work is required for Kosovo to become a truly multi-ethnic society. The slowness of returns and integration remains our most serious shortcoming.”

* * *

Liberia

8 July – As the United Nations readies the rescue ship Overbeck for a second roundtrip voyage ferrying Sierra Leonean refugees from Monrovia home to Freetown, humanitarian workers are still struggling to help thousands of other desperate refugees and displaced people stranded in makeshift camps throughout the besieged Liberian capital. 

According to a spokesman in Geneva, UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) national staff in Monrovia are still struggling to cope with thousands of people who have converged on the Liberian capital. “In addition to hundreds of refugees encamped around the UNHCR compound itself, our staff are visiting various groups of refugees scattered around Monrovia and surrounding areas,” Kris Janowski said today.

Meanwhile, UNHCR staff are making preparations for the second voyage of the rescue ship the MV Overbeck, which arrived in Monrovia from Freetown early this morning and is now waiting to dock. Some 366 Sierra Leonean refugees have registered for the second emergency evacuation to Freetown. The ship should set sail again this afternoon for Freetown, where it is expected to arrive on Thursday. 

The first voyage brought 300 refugees home to Sierra Leone on Sunday. The majority of those on today’s passenger manifest are from Samukai camp, one of the four Monrovia-area camps, the spokesman said. Samukai, with some 3,800 residents, was not affected by the recent fighting. However, many of the camp residents would still like to return home to Sierra Leone. 

“Our remaining staff in Monrovia have been able to continue providing some humanitarian assistance to refugees in Samukai camp,” Mr. Janowski said adding that the agency’s local health partner, MERCY, has continued to provide round-the-clock health care there, and a food distribution is planned for later this week. In the nearby Banjor camp, relief assistance remains minimal. However, UNHCR has not been able to resume work in VOA camp at all. 

Many refugees from the sprawling camp on the outskirts of the capital are still camped in city schools and other buildings. VOA camp itself remains deserted, although there are indications that small numbers of refugees have begun to return. “There are fears that distribution of aid to the small groups of refugees reportedly returning to VOA will be a magnet for militia groups,” Mr. Janowski said.

In all, there were some 15,000 Sierra Leonean refugees in camps around Monrovia before the latest fighting started in early June.

* * *

DR of Congo

8 July – The new head of the United Nations mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) has met in Bunia with the commander of the multinational Force, local relief workers and regional leaders, to discuss a range of ongoing security and humanitarian concerns aimed at preventing chaos when the force pulls out in September.  

William Swing, the new head of the UN Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC), arrived Sunday in Bunia, the resource-rich town in the DRC’s battle-scarred northeastern region, and the site of a weeks-long turf war between rival ethnic militias that left over 400 dead and countless wounded and displaced. Mr. Swing held meetings with General Jean-Paul Thonier, commander of the Interim Emergency Multinational Force (IEMF) deployed to the area last month to help quell the violence.  

He also met with representatives of the humanitarian community and the Ituri Interim Administration (IIA), which was established last April under a peace agreement between rival militias and local authorities to manage the troubled region until a new post-war national government takes over. During the talks, they expressed apprehensions over a security vacuum following the withdrawal of the multinational Force scheduled for 1 September. 

Mr. Swing reassured the Ituri officials that the deployment of some 3,000 Bangladeshi troops was due to begin in the next few weeks. Once deployed, the Force will be comprised of about 3,800 soldiers from several countries. He added that the exact mandate of the Force and its possible deployment outside Bunia will be defined in a Security Council resolution currently being prepared.
The IIA officials and relief workers also expressed concern at the continued insecurity and impunity in Bunia, noting that over 18,000 displaced people were still stranded at the UN’s airport compound after being harassed and discovering that their houses were occupied when they tried to return to them. To this end, the MONUC head announced that more UN police officers would be arriving soon to give a refresher course, particularly in the areas of peacekeeping and judicial police, to some 200 police officers whose names were provided by Ituri Interim Administration.

The humanitarian workers also hoped to soon see the opening of more relief corridors, which will enable them to bring assistance to the populations outside Bunia in particular Kasenyi, which borders Lake Albert. MONUC has scheduled an initial reconnaissance mission to the area following a de-mining operation.

Mr. Swing, an American citizen, arrived in Kinshasa last Friday to take up his duties as MONUC chief.  Since 2001, he has served as Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative for Western Sahara. Prior to that, he spent much of his long and distinguished diplomatic career serving as a US Ambassador to African nations, including South Africa, Nigeria. Liberia, Republic of the Congo, as well as the DRC.

* * *

Iraq

8 July – A UN refugee agency team went to the northern Iraqi town of Kalar today to look into reports that large numbers of Iranians had left Al Tash camp, west of Baghdad, and relocated to the north because of insecurity and lack of assistance.

The camp is currently a “no-go” zone for aid workers, with security problems making it difficult for the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) to have regular contact with the refugees there, agency spokesperson Kris Janowski said in Geneva. Al-Tash is near Ramadi, site of recent attacks against coalition forces. 

Before the recent war, more than 12,000 Iranian ethnic Kurdish refugees, exiles since the Iran-Iraq war of the 1980’s, lived at Al Tash. Coalition forces had promised to organize regular patrols of the camp and the surrounding community. Since early April, some 1,000 refugees have fled for a makeshift site in the no man’s land on Iraq’s border with Jordan, citing fragile security and inadequate food and water.

“We feared for our lives,” a 35-year-old car painter named Mansoor, said in Kalar, 140 kilometres south of Sulaymaniyah, where he arrived over the weekend with more than 400 other refugees to look for a house to rent and then fetch his wife and two children, whom he left behind.

The arrivals at Kalar said only about 25 per cent of the 12,000 refugees at Al Tash now remained there, and they expected them to pack their bags soon unless aid agencies were able to help them leave.

UNHCR also reported that alarming attacks on relief agencies have also taken place in recent days. Following a grenade attack on the World Food Programme’s (WFP) premises in Mosul on Sunday night that injured a guard and caused minor damage, UNHCR and WFP temporarily withdrew their international staff from the northern city for a 48-hour period while the situation was assessed. The International Organization for Migration (IOM) office in Mosul was attacked on Saturday. These were the first attacks on international relief organizations in Iraq since the fall of the Saddam Hussein regime.

Meanwhile, The UN Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA) will bring together Arab and international experts for a three-day meeting beginning tomorrow in Beirut, Lebanon on “Iraq and the Region after the War” to discuss courses of action to be undertaken by governments and peoples in the region to face the challenges of economic, social, cultural and humanitarian reconstruction.

* * * 

Small arms

8 July – The 2003 edition of the World Small Arms Survey – focusing the spread of small arms and human development – was launched today at United Nations Headquarters in New York where government representatives are meeting for the first time to consider implementation of a UN Action Plan for eradicating the illicit small arms trade.

Peter Batchelor, the Survey’s Programme Manager, introduced the new report at a press conference this morning, highlighting the direct link between the spread of small arms and economic underdevelopment. This finding was especially relevant in light of the situation in Iraq and the visit to Africa by United States President George Bush, he added. 

Noting that poor people in the developing world were more than twice as likely to die from small arms than their counterparts in the developed countries, he highlighted the weapons’ indirect effects. For example, they impeded the tasks of aid workers and relief agencies. Small arms injuries also led to permanent disabilities, which had obvious effects on labour patterns, and their availability caused increases in crime and a greater displacement of people. 

In addition, Mr. Batchelor said, such weapons discouraged teachers and children from going to school and farmers from taking their goods to the market. Increased violence also affected revenue collection for social expenditures. Turning to Iraq, he said it was difficult to engage in post-conflict reconstruction and achieve security and stability in volatile regions when such weapons were available. 

He said the Survey shows, among other things, that the industry had continued to grow and that the United States and the Russian Federation were dominating the field. On stockpiles, it revealed that, although Europeans thought they lived in a gun-free society, there were actually 84 million firearms in the European Union (EU), 80 per cent of which were in civilian hands. It also showed that the EU as a whole was the largest small arms exporter. 

Meanwhile, the first biennial meeting to consider implementation of the UN Action Plan entered its second day, after hearing a call from Secretary-General Kofi Annan on Monday for redoubled efforts to curb a “global scourge” that kills about 60 people every hour. The current meeting will focus on exchanging information on initiatives undertaken thus far by states, regional and international organizations, and civil society.

The Plan, formally known as the Programme of Action to Prevent, Combat and Eradicate the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in All Its Aspects, identifies national, regional and global measures, including: legislation on illegal manufacturing, possession, stockpiling and trade in small arms; stockpile management and destruction of weapons confiscated, seized, or collected; identification and tracing of the illicit arms; international cooperation and assistance to States to strengthen their ability to identify and trace the illicit weapons; and public awareness campaigns. 


* * *

Eritrea

8 July – The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) today completed its fifth and last convoy repatriation of Eritreans from the Sudan for this season, after restarting a voluntary operation that had been suspended because of the rainy conditions.

UNHCR repatriated the last group of 240 refugees before the rainy season, expected to start this month. In the last two and a half weeks, the agency has helped more than 1,400 Eritreans to return to their country. Some of the refugees born in exile since the 1960s will see their homeland for the very first time. 

The agency said it reached an agreement with the governments of Eritrea and the Sudan to open a humanitarian corridor and enable return convoys to pass, after the border had been closed following several months of tension. 

* * *

Namibia

8 July – The United Nations reported today that swollen riverbeds and floodwaters have finally begun to subside following Namibia’s worst flood in over two decades, but it could still be months before the waters recede to levels that will allow thousands of people to return to their homes.

In its latest update, the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) noted that floodwaters, which displaced 12,000 people form rural villages in the Caprivi region of northeastern Namibia in early May, had started to subside.  

The floods, said to be the worst in 21 years, occurred when after few days of torrential rains the Zambezi River burst its banks, submerging twenty-two villages. The authorities estimate that it will take six months for the water to completely recede to normal level.

The UN World Food Programme (WFP) reported that agricultural fields had been flooded, grain stores damaged and croplands that were planted late were completely destroyed. The UN response to the disaster has included food distribution by WFP, and delivery of water purification tablets by the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF).

* * *

FAO: Sudan

8 July – With 300,000 households in southern Sudan in dire need of seeds and tools, the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) has for the first time delivered a substantial amount of both items by road for tens of thousands of people in previously inaccessible rebel held areas in the Nuba Mountains.

“It is a real breakthrough that FAO succeeded in delivering seeds and tools by road to people who have been living under insecure and extreme conditions,” Anne M. Bauer, Director for FAO’s Emergency Operations and Rehabilitation said in a statement released in Rome today. “This project will make farmers and their families less dependent on food aid and could be a contribution to peace and stability in the region.”

More than 10,500 households benefited from the assistance in the region, controlled by the rebel Sudan People’s Liberation Movement/Army (SPLM/A), where many people have been forced off the plains by war and are now living in precarious conditions, cultivating limited agricultural land on steep slopes and flat land on the top of and in between hills. The delivery became possible after a ceasefire agreement between the Sudanese government and the rebels in January 2002.

FAO distributed 130 tons of sorghum, maize, sesame, cowpea, groundnut and vegetable seeds to different parts of the area. Farmers also received 13,400 agricultural tools in the project, which supports the resettlement of returnees and the early rehabilitation of agriculture. 

FAO has also distributed 154 tons of local crop seeds and more than 16,000 hand tools to displaced people and returnees in areas controlled by the government. This relief aid will improve the food situation of an estimated 12,500 farm families. 

In total, the delivery of seeds and tools is expected to result in the production of 8,200 tons of food in 2003.

The project is financed by the governments of Norway as the main contributor, the Netherlands and Sweden. FAO said some 300 000 households in southern Sudan are in dire need of seeds and tools, estimated at nearly $8.6 million, to resume farming in the upcoming season starting this month. So far, FAO has received $1.7 million.

* *** *

__________________________________________________________________________________________











8 July 2003

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Hua Jiang, Deputy Spokesman for the Secretary-General.


Good Afternoon.

**UNDP - Guests
The UN Development Programme’s Human Development Report for 2003, which was issued today, says that the pledges in the Millennium Development Goals to lift hundreds of millions of people out of poverty by 2015 can only be achieved if poor countries pursue wide-ranging reforms and wealthy countries respond with improved trade terms and increased aid.

This year’s Human Development Report introduces a new plan of action, the Millennium Development Compact, and it also documents an unprecedented slide backward in human development in some of the world’s poorest nations.

We are pleased to have with us as our guests today one of the co-authors of this year’s Report, David Stewart, and the chief of UNDP’s Media Section, William Orme.  In case you wonder who is who, this is David and this is William, and they will talk to you about the Report after the briefing.

**Secretary-General Travel
The Secretary-General arrived in Maputo, Mozambique, midday today from Switzerland. 

He was briefed by Tuliameni Kalomoh, Assistant Secretary-General for Political Affairs, on the status of the African Union ministerial-level meeting which he has been attending.  The Heads of State-level meeting will start on Thursday.  The Secretary-General will address that meeting.  We have already put out embargoed copies of his address upstairs, and please check the embargo time.

The Secretary-General is scheduled to meet with the President of Mozambique, Joaquim Alberto Chissano, early this evening.

**Statement Attributable to Spokesman for Secretary-General 

The following is a statement attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

“Special Representative of the Secretary-General Michael Steiner today completed his term as head of the United Nations Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK). 

“During Mr. Steiner’s 18 months as the head of UNMIK, Kosovo’s first government was established, a multi-ethnic judiciary and police force has been strengthened and expanded, refugee returns have increased, and both Pristina and Belgrade are now prepared to engage in direct dialogue on practical issues of mutual interest.

“Mr. Steiner also recently promulgated the Provisional Criminal Code and the Provisional Criminal Procedure Code of Kosovo, which will bring the criminal laws in Kosovo in line with international law and human rights standards.

“The Secretary-General would like to express his gratitude for Mr. Steiner’s contributions to the United Nations’ efforts in Kosovo, and commend his hard work and dedication in implementing Security Council resolution 1244.

“Mr. Steiner, who has been appointed Permanent Representative of Germany to the United Nations Office in Geneva, is the third Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Kosovo, following Bernard Kouchner of France and Hans Haekkerup of Denmark.

“The successor to Mr. Steiner will be announced in the near future.  The Principal Deputy Special Representative of the Secretary-General, Charles Brayshaw, will act as Officer-in-Charge in the interim.”

**Middle East
The Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process, Terje Roed-Larsen, strongly condemned last night’s suicide bombing in central Israel, killing a 65 year-old woman, and sent his condolences to the victim’s family. 

Roed-Larsen noted that, while a cell of a Palestinian militant group claimed responsibility, the group’s leadership denied involvement, emphasizing that they remain committed to a cessation of hostilities announced last week.  He stressed that this ceasefire must be strengthened, with the Palestinian Authority and all Palestinian groups doing everything in their power to halt further attacks. 

In spite of this tragic and murderous terrorist attack, Roed-Larsen said it is essential that political and security talks continue at full speed, adding that such discussions are the best way to broaden and solidify the ceasefire and prevent future violence -- a prerequisite for the success of the Quartet’s Road Map.

**Liberia
In a statement issued after the noon briefing yesterday, the Secretary-General welcomed Liberian President Charles Taylor’s decision to resign from office and leave Liberia in the interest of peace in his country.  The Secretary-General described this development as a significant turning point as Liberia strives to move from war to peace. 

As a first step to that end, the Secretary-General encouraged the Liberian stakeholders to elaborate an inclusive and orderly transitional arrangement as envisaged in the 17 June ceasefire agreement.

Meanwhile, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees reports that its national staff in Monrovia are still struggling to cope with thousands of refugees and displaced who have converged on the Liberian capital.

**Democratic Republic of Congo
The new Special Representative of the Secretary-General for the Democratic Republic of the Congo, William Swing, has had meetings in Bunia with the multinational Force Commander, representatives of the humanitarian community and the Ituri Interim Administration.

To address the concern that a security vacuum might follow the withdrawal of the multinational Force scheduled for 1 September, he announced that the deployment of some 3,000 Bangladeshi troops was due to begin in the next few weeks.

Once deployed, the Force will be comprised of about 3,800 soldiers from several countries. 

To address another concern over the continued insecurity and impunity in Bunia, he announced that more UN police officers would be arriving soon to give a refresher course, particularly in the areas of peacekeeping and judicial police, to some 200 police officers whose names were provided by Ituri Interim Administration.

**Security Council

There are no meetings or consultations of the Security Council scheduled for today.

British Ambassador Jeremy Greenstock is scheduled to brief the Security Council in an open meeting tomorrow on the just-concluded mission to West Africa.

A written report on that mission is expected to be out tomorrow, as well.

**Iraq
A team from the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) is in the northern Iraqi town of Kalar today to look into reports that large numbers of Iranian refugees have left a camp located west of Baghdad and relocated to the north because of insecurity and lack of assistance.  The camp, called al-Tash, is currently a “no-go” zone for aid workers, with security problems making it difficult for UNHCR to have regular contact with the refugees there.  We have more details in today’s UNHCR briefing notes.

**Eritrea
In the last two and a half weeks, UNHCR has helped more than 1,400 of Africa's longest-standing refugees –- Eritreans, some of whom have never even seen their homeland -– return to their country.  The Eritrean refugees, many born in exile since the 1960s, have returned to Eritrea in four convoys from refugee camps in eastern Sudan.  The convoys began on 23 June.

**Namibia
The United Nations has responded to the worst flooding Namibia had seen in 21 years, which recently displaced 12,000 people in the Caprivi region of that country, according to the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs.  

Days of torrential rains caused the Zambezi River to burst its banks, submerging 22 villages, damaging grain stores, and destroying crops in the field.

The UN response included food distribution by the World Food Programme (WFP), and delivery of water purification tablets by the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF).

**Food and Agriculture Organization
The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) for the first time has delivered a shipment of urgently needed agricultural aid to previously inaccessible rebel-held areas in the Nuba Mountains in southern Sudan. 

The region is controlled by the rebel Sudan People’s Liberation Movement/Army (SPLM/A) and it has been a conflict zone between the Sudanese Government and the rebel group since 1985.  The delivery became possible after a ceasefire agreement between the two parties in January 2002.

And, we have a press release with more details.

**UNICEF – Africa
And, on the occasion of the African Union Summit in Mozambique, Executive Director of UNICEF Carol Bellamy said that the only chance for sustaining development and progress in African countries is for their leaders to invest in children and to do so “early and often”.  And, we have a press release with more details on that two.

And, that’s all I have got for you.  Any questions for me before we move on to our guests?  Yes, please?

Questions and Answers

Question:  Who has the Secretary-General spoken to about Liberia in the past 24 hours?

Deputy Spokesman:  He has called Colin Powell, the Secretary of State of the US, yesterday, and he also spoke to French President Chirac, but I don’t know the subject of that one.

All right, we have two guests; I have just introduced them.  They’d like to make some brief remarks first before taking your questions.

ROWA NEWS BRIEFING
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UNEP and the Executive Director in the news





� HYPERLINK  \l "Suzuki" ��Canada News Wire - Suzuki Foundation officials make up in rhetoric what they lack in openness & science, says Positive Aquaculture Awareness�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Following" ��The Manilla Times - Following the lead to Marilao�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Iraq" ��The Austin American Statesman - Iraq blames U.S. uranium shells for rampant cancer, but  Pentagon says claims are exaggerated�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Water" ��The Malasya Kini - Water-treatment plants 'ill-equipped' to  eliminate toxic contaminants�


















































Reuters - Treaty regulating GMO trade to start in September
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