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Greenwire

May 8, 2003 Thursday

Headline: Iraq: U.S. Aid, Others Pledge Help For Suffering Marshes
      The restoration of Iraq's ecologically valuable marshlands should be a high priority for the new Iraqi government with the support of the United States and international aid agencies, the

head of the U.S. Agency for International Development said yesterday.

      U.S. AID will play the lead role in restoring Iraq's physical infrastructure and has been studying the situation in the Iraqi marshlands since last fall, U.S. AID Administrator Andrew Natsios said. Earlier this week, Natsios indicated as much as one-quarter of the wetlands could be restored with existing water flows (Greenwire, May 6).

      United Nations Environmental Program officials have said only 7 percent remains of what was once an extensive network of Iraqi marshes. The task of rebuilding the wetlands is daunting and will be a political issue as well as a technical one,  several experts noted. Among other things, it would involve redesigning the water system, relocating hundreds of thousands

of people and a substantial commitment of scientific and other resources. 

      The marshlands, which many people consider to be the location of the biblical Garden of Eden, are an integral part of the Tigris-Euphrates river basin shared by Iran, Iraq, Syria and Turkey. The largest wetlands in the Middle East, the area was until recently home for as many as 400,000 Marsh Arabs, whose  ancestral roots go back 5,000 years.

      The destruction of the marshes and the Arabs who lived accelerated rapidly after an uprising by Shiite Muslims in 1991, as deposed Iraqi President Saddam Hussein, a Sunni Muslim, sought to crush political opponents. The intricate pools, streams and marshes declined after Hussein used a system of dikes and canals to divert water from the wetlands. About 50,000  Marsh Arabs are now refugees in Iran.

      Baroness Emma Nicholson, the British member of the European  Parliament who also spoke at yesterday's hearing, said tribal leaders in southern Iraq told her last week that up to 200,000  Marsh Arabs are internally displaced in Iraq.

      UNEP officials warned in March that without urgent action, the marshlands could completely vanish in three to five years.

      Thomas Naff of the University of Pennsylvania said only some of the marshlands, mainly those bordering Iran, have enough viability to be rescued. Irrigation and dams in Iran, Syria and Turkey have cut off flows to the marshlands, he said.

      Turkey, Syria and Iran control the international headwaters that drain into the marshes, but there is no international agreement managing the Tigris and Euphrates. Upstream dams in Turkey and Syria have reduced the flow of the rivers into Iraq, and new Turkish dams planned for the Tigris could worsen the situation. Syria and Iraq want 50 percent more water than the

Turks are prepared to supply.

      Marshland restoration could be a boon for migratory birds and fish populations in the Gulf. At least 40 species of birds  there are at risk. Many more fish are at risk and at least seven  species are extinct as a result of the wetlands' demise,  scientists have said.

      The makeup of the new Iraqi government could also have a  direct effect on the survival of the marshes, said Peter   Galbraith, the former U.S. ambassador to Croatia. A federal  system with a weak central government in Iraq could give control  of the water to upstream provinces, concentrated in Kurdish  areas. The Kurds may be reluctant to share water with the Marsh  Arabs, he said.

      The peril of the marshes is heightened by the potential  exploration of oil beneath the marshes. The construction of  roads, power lines and pipelines would further disrupt the  area's fragile ecology, Naff said.

      It is imperative that the United States convince the Iraqi  people that U.S. interests are not motivated by Iraq's oil  reserves, Galbraith said.

      Nicholson said the international community bears a heavy  burden for restoring the wetlands. "We watched it happen. We had   the power, the knowledge and the responsibility and we did  nothing," she said.

  _____   __________________________________________________________________________________

Panapress

Expert group peruses guidelines on use of biodiversity 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia (PANA) -  Experts representing parties tothe Convention on Biological Diversity began meeting here Tuesday  in the fourth and concluding workshop on the sustainable use of  biological diversity.

                       The meeting, attended by environmental experts from all  geographical regions of the world will finalise practical   principles and operational guidelines for the sustainable use of  biological diversity.

                       Convened by the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) with the support  of the governments of Norway and the Netherlands, the three-day  meeting is expected to come up with practical ways for measuring

components of biological diversity and their decline.

                       "Misuse of natural systems and misguided development activities  have more and more endangered the healthy balance of various ecosystems. As a result numerous resources have been damaged and

life has become miserable for the vast majority," Ethiopia's  deputy director-general of the Environment Protection Authority,  Mesfin Dessalegne, told the opening session.

                       Poverty, Mesfin said, placed pressure on the healthy balance of   the environment as poor farmers cleared forests to find new land  and collect firewood.

                       Meanwhile, the Dutch ambassador to Ethiopia Rob Vernaas said sustainable use of biological diversity was not the concern of  governments alone.

                       He said the private sector, international organisations and non-  governmental organisations should play an important role of cooperation in the implementation of the guidelines on the  sustainable use of biodiversity.

                       Vernaas explained that the development cooperation of the   Netherlands focuses on poverty reduction from an environmental,  social and economic perspective.

                       "Many poor people live in rural areas. They depend directly or  indirectly on biodiversity for their food and income. For them it is important that the biodiversity is in balance to provide food,  to have access to firewood, clean water and building material," he added.

                       Conservation of agro-biodiversity in particular has become an  important issue worldwide because it embodies the integration of  the ecological dimension as well as the sustainable use of  biodiversity in agriculture.

                       Balance should therefore be struck between the availability of   sufficient food and biodiversity products on the market without depleting natural resources.

                       According to one delegate to the meeting, conservation and   sustainable use of biodiversity are two sides of the same coin.

                       "The killing of animals or the changing of ecosystems should be done in the right context with a serious consideration of the consequences.

                       "With the complexity of these issues, we have to take into   account the cultural diversity of the people around the world. In the end, it is up to the people themselves to ensure that they  use the biodiversity sustainably," said the delegate from Norway.

                       According to UNEP, in recent decades, biodiversity components have been used in a way leading to loss of species and  degradation of habitats, thus jeopardising present and future livelihoods.

                       Sustainable use of components of biodiversity, one of the main objectives of the Convention, is a key to achieving the broader   goal of sustainable development.

                       The first regional expert workshop, held in Maputo, Mozambique, in September 2001, focused on key elements relating to the use of  dry-land resources and wildlife utilisation in Africa.

                       UNEP organised the second regional workshop in January 2002 in Hanoi, Vietnam, on the use of forest biological diversity,  including timber and non-wood forest products in Asia.

                       The third workshop took place in February 2002 in Salinas,  Ecuador, focusing on marine and freshwater fisheries uses,  particularly in Latin America and the Caribbean.

                       A report on the results of the three workshops is being discussed  at the meeting that brings to the end the process of developing principles and practical guidelines for biodiversity management.

                       Parties to the Convention will meet April 2004 in Kuala Lumpur,  Malaysia, to approve the guidelines.

                       Addis Ababa - 06/05/2003

___________________________________________________________________________

The Guardian

UN Habitat pledges assistance for Dar, Mwanza

Friday, May 09, 2003 . 

The UN-Habitat Programme will continue to provide technical support  to Dar es Salaam and Mwanza cities and nine other municipalities in the   country to promote environmentally-sustainable urban development in Tanzania. The scheme is implemented under the Sustainable Cities National Programme  which was launched in 1997 with a US $ 3.6 million support from UN-Habitat and the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP).


A report on UN- Habitat’s operational activities, distributed to delegates attending the 19th Governing Council of the UN body, said some achievements  have been made during the implementation of various projects.

These include development of a Strategic Urban Development Plan  (SUDP) and Urban Authorities  Support Unit (UASU) to oversee the implementation of the projects.


Projects undertaken so far include  building capacity of urban local authorities  to manage urban development through training and communication and establishment of  an environmental management information system. Others are creating gender awareness, addressing poverty reduction, and  assisting cities and municipalities to mobilise resources in order to ensure  project sustainability.

                  Besides Dar es Salaam and Mwanza, other urban centres covered by the  programme are Arusha, Dodoma, Iringa, Mbeya, Moshi, Morogoro, Tanga,  Tabora and Zanzibar.   The programme, according to UN-Habitat, focuses on consolidation of the  Environmental Planning and Management (EPM) approach and experience  gained from the implementation of the Sustainable Dar es Salaam Project  (SDP) which was launched in 1992.

                   Other partners involved in the implementation of the programme are the Danish  International Development Agency (DANIDA) and the President’s Office.  The Sustainable Cities Programme (SCP) is a joint programme of the UN-   Habitat and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), both of which   have their global headquarters located here.

                   It aims to help cities to deal with urban environmental priority issues,  particularly in overcrowded neighbourhoods affected by poor sanitation,  impassable roads, unsafe water supply, pollution and other run-down services  Data on the current urban population in Tanzania has not been made available  after last year’s census. However,  UN data records for last year indicated that  the urban population in Tanzania was 12  million, about one third of the total   human  population and growing at the rate of 5.3 per cent per annum.

                  Projections made by urban planning experts at the University College of Lands  and Architectural Studies  (UCLAS) in 1998 indicated that more than a half of  Tanzania’s population would be living in urban areas by the year 2015.

___________________________________________________________________________

Washington File Staff Writer
08 May 2003 

Natsios Says Iraqis Must Have a Part in Marshland Restoration 

 (USAID head calls damaged marshlands an issue that will not go away)
           Washington -- A U.S. official says any plan for restoration of  southern Iraq's damaged Mesopotamian marshlands must take into account  the desires and views of the Iraqi people -- especially the people who           live in the marshes -- at every step of the process.

           Andrew Natsios, administrator of the U.S. Agency for International  Development (USAID), made his remarks as part of a panel of experts  gathered at The Brookings Institution on May 7 to assess the human and

ecological damage that has occurred in the Iraqi marshlands and  discuss the possibility of their restoration.

           Natsios said restoring Iraq's marshes will be controversial, and  referred to the controversies that now surround the attempt to restore  a major wetlands region called the Everglades in the state of Florida.

           The multi-year federal project calls for the removal of 800 kilometers  of diversionary canals and levees.

           But Natsios said that the restoration of Iraq's marshlands is an issue  that "will not go away ... we are looking at it now, and we certainly need the expertise of the people in this room, in the financial  community, in international institutions, and within Iraq itself,  particularly among the people who live in the marshes."

           He called on the international community to design a restoration plan  that includes participation by the Iraqis at every step, and that can  resolve the social, political and institutional issues related to resettlement, property rights, economic opportunities and social  safety nets.

           On April 25, an international team of scientists issued a report   saying that restoration of at least significant parts of the marshland  was technically feasible, and would provide numerous benefits for Iraq

and the region, including flood abatement, water quality improvement,  increased biodiversity and the resettlement of displaced communities.  The report was released by Eden Again, a non-profit group supporting

efforts to restore the marshlands.

           The Iraqi marshlands, at the confluence of the Tigris and Euphrates  rivers, once covered over 20,000 square kilometers of interconnected   lakes, mudflats and wetlands within modern-day Iraq and Iran. The

           marshlands have long been revered both for their unusual wetland  ecology and for the 5,000-year-old culture of the Madan, or "Marsh  Arabs."

           However, in the past 30 years, over 90 percent of the marshlands have  been desiccated through the combined actions of upstream damming in  Syria, Turkey, Iran and Iraq, as well as the development of extensive

downstream drainage projects undertaken by the regime of Saddam   Hussein to punish rebels following a 1991 uprising. Untold numbers of   Marsh Arabs perished and close to 200,000 were forcibly displaced. The        environment suffered severe damage, with 95 percent of the marshland  itself becoming a crusty wasteland.

           Natsios said restoring Iraq's marshes will depend on establishing  consensus with officials in Turkey, Syria and Iran, whose dams still  limit river flows into southern Iraq. He said there currently is no  international agreement or comprehensive river basin plan for managing the Tigris and Euphrates river system, nor is there a mechanism for  dealing with the competing claims on these waters within Iraq itself.

           "A restoration plan would have to include the countries of the  Tigris-Euphrates river basin, for without their cooperation we're not  going to have much success," Natsios said.

           He said USAID could provide valuable expertise in this area based on   the agency's extensive experience in river basin management across  national borders in Latin America and Africa. He said it would also be necessary to train Iraqi scientists, environmentalists, officials in  Iraq's new government and the Marsh Arabs themselves in wetland  management.

           Victor Tanner, a faculty member at Johns Hopkins University and  co-author of a book entitled "The Internally Displaced People of   Iraq," agreed with Natsios that it was critical that any restoration   plan reflect the views of the Marsh Arabs. He added that these views   would not be easy to obtain, because the Marsh Arabs were now a  disparate group that included refugees in Iran, people displaced  outside the marshes and within the marshes, and people who had moved   to Baghdad in the 1950s and 1960s -- all having different views.

           "But these are views that must be listened to," he said. "We must know  ... what they want, and whether they want to return; and if they can't return, what compensation they can get.

           "And they should not be held hostage to some romantic notion of a   return to the Garden of Eden," he added, referring to the idea that   the marshlands may have been the inspiration for the biblical Garden

of Eden. The Marsh Arabs are thought to descend from the Sumerians,  who established humankind's first known civilization.

           Tanner also emphasized that the Marsh Arabs, as Shiite Muslims, were a   downtrodden group in Iraq under the Sunni Muslim government of Saddam  Hussein and even earlier, and would continue to be arginalized in the  new Iraq if efforts were not made to change the situation.

           "I believe one of the only places where the international community,  particularly the non-governmental organizations (NGOs), can play a  role is by being a voice for the voiceless," he said. "Because I think  the Marsh Arabs will truly be a voiceless community within the new  Iraq if we're not careful."

           (The Washington File is a product of the Office of International  Information Programs, U.S. Department of State. Web site: http://usinfo.state.gov)

___________________________________________________________________________

AFP

05/08/2003 04:06:44

New fear in Iraq over US use of depleted uranium in war

by Dan Beaulieu = (PICTURES) =

BAGHDAD, May 8 (AFP) - Several years after the 1991 Gulf War, Dr Salma Haddad started noticing more and more children at Baghdad's Al-Mansur hospital with an aggressive form of cancer.

Haddad, a leading Iraqi specialist, was especially alarmed since the disease, acute myeloblastic leukemia, is closely associated with exposure to radiation -- and suspicion fell on the use of depleted uranium (DU)

munitions.

With the fighting now all but over in the war to topple Saddam Hussein, worries are growing that another surge in long-term health problems, for Iraqi civilians and soldiers on both sides alike, is on the way.

"Many studies show a relationship between the use of depleted uranium weapons and an increase in cancer," said Haddad, displaying a chart that shows her department admits five times as many children with cancer than in 1991.

Other causes from pollution to malnutrition could be a reason, she said, but added that many of the cases were reported in southern areas around Basra, where US tanks engaged in fierce combat.

During the 1991 Gulf conflict, Abrams tanks, Apache attack helicopters and A-10 tank-buster planes fired an estimated 300 tonnes of DU munitions.

It is unknown how many were used in this war, but both the Pentagon and Britain said their troops would keep using them -- even though they are classed by the United Nations as an illegal weapon of mass destruction.

Six days before the war started on March 20, Colonel James Naughton of the US Army Materiel Command dismissed Iraqi complaints that DU was causing health problems.

"They want it to go away because we kicked the crap out of them," he said.

Dr Michael Kilpatrick, director of the Pentagon's Deployment Health Support Directorate, said at the same time that DU could not be playing a role in causing cancer and birth defects. "The medical answer is no," he said.

Depleted uranium, or uranium-238, is a waste product of power-generating nuclear reactors and is 1.7 times denser than lead.

DU bullets and shells cut through conventional armor plating on tanks like paper. They emit almost no radiation before firing but burn in mid-air and vaporize after contact, spreading fine radioactive dust across a large area.

"If the Americans have used it again, they have a duty to notify the people in the areas and take immediate action to remove it," said Ghulam Popal, the World Health Organization's representative in Baghdad.

"We believe you have to be exposed to depleted uranium for many years to be affected by it. But it is certain that its use will harm people particularly if it is used in populated areas," he said.

US forces used DU munitions in the Balkans and Afghanistan, and some health specialists believe they are behind the mysterious Gulf War syndrome which has affected tens of thousands of US and British soldiers.

Physicist Doug Rokke, a member of the US military team charged with cleaning up depleted uranium following the 1991 war and now one of the most outspoken opponents of the weapons, said the task is much easier said than done.

"For each and every vehicle that is struck by a single uranium munition you have to take that entire vehicle, and physically remove it," Rokke recently said in an interview with the Arabic satellite news channel Al-Jazeera.

"Then you have to clean up all the uranium penetration that is left around that vehicle. Then you have to take a bulldozer, and go out to at least 100 metres (yards) and scrape down at least 10 centimetres (four inches) and remove all of that dirt in order to make that area safe again," he said.

If that is not done, he said, the contamination will last 4.5 billion years.

   dab/mc/lp/hc
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Thursday, 8 May, 2003, 23:51 GMT 00:51 UK  

Iraq's Marsh Arabs battle for survival
During several days travelling around Iraq's former  marshlands, we did not meet anybody who still lived where

their ancestors had. 

Saddam Hussein's regime killed perhaps 20% of the Marsh Arab  population, and scattered most of the rest, leaving only small groups of  people alive.  The Marsh Arabs live in extended  families, clustered around a 'mudith',   a round-roofed hall made entirely from woven reeds. 

In earlier times these mudiths were  often built on raised banks of mud  which were often the only dry

ground - as people lived in floating  houses and moved around by boat,  hunting and fishing and selling dairy

products from water buffaloes. 

Now the survivors have moved to be  close to the canals which Saddam Hussein dug, often living just on the

stagnant water which leaches out from the canals, as until the  government fell, Iraqi soldiers would shoot them if they came too close. 

In one mudith, a woman told me that most of the men in her family  were shot, and their possessions stolen before they ran away. She said  they were too poor to be refugees - they did not have a vehicle or boat to run across the border to Iran, the main haven for Marsh Arabs, so  they had to survive as best they could in Iraq under constant

harassment from soldiers. 

                 From a British Army Air Corps helicopter we could see nothing but  desert as far as the horizon, with wide lanes harrowed across it by  mechanical diggers, which destroyed what had been there. 

                 What Saddam Hussein did here amounts to genocide according to the  British Euro MP Baroness Emma Nicholson, who is trying to put together  a war crimes case against the ousted Iraqi leadership. 

                 Marshlands decline 

She did appear to find compelling evidence to support her claim that the acts of destruction were going on after July 2001. The date matters  because the International War Crimes Court began its work then, and  could investigate Saddam Hussein's regime. 

                 British soldiers accompanying the  Baroness found dams in areas which  were shown as virgin marshland on  their very detailed and recent maps. 

                 These are not huge constructions but  a series of small dams, locks and  canals diverting the water away from  the traditional marshlands. 

                 Baroness Nicholson is trying to  persuade the army to undo the  damage. 

                 "The thing is a catastrophe," she said. "This simple harmless-looking  dam is just one piece of a malevolent puzzle which was genocide  against the marsh people." 

                 The Baroness secured a number of appeals from surviving Marsh Arab clan leaders, including some who have returned from exile in Iran. They  all wanted the marshes re-flooded, providing that there was effort to

restore the high points where families had their centre point to build a  mudith. 

                 History of discrimination 

But General Tim Cross, the most senior British voice in the interim authority for Iran, the Office for Reconstruction and Humanitarian  Assistance, said a decision on restoring the marshland would have to

wait until an Iraqi administration was installed in Baghdad. 

                 "The longer-term restoration of the marsh land and Marsh Arabs is   clearly an important issue and I think that's an issue for the future Iraqi  Government and the people of this region themselves to decide how

they want to set about doing that." he said. 

                 "Whilst my personal instinct is to support what the Baroness is saying, I  think a bit of caution, patience and debate amongst people who understand the issues is going to be very important" 

                 Baroness Nicholson says there is a danger of drift, and finding excuses  for inaction, such as concerns about the small number of farmers  actually using the drained land to grow wheat. 

                 The Marsh Arabs have faced indifference and discrimination from   Baghdad before, and can hardly expect to be a priority for the incoming   Iraqi administration, whenever it is formed. 

                 If nothing is done, Baroness Nicholson says the ancient civilisation of the   Mesopotamian marshlands will be gone forever: "The marsh people will  be a footnote in history and we will be the guilty parties." 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

AP                     

 U.S., Britain Push Postwar Iraq Setup 

By EDITH M. LEDERER, Associated Press Writer 

UNITED NATIONS - The United States and Britain launched a campaign  Thursday for U.N. approval to run Iraq (news - web sites) for at least a year,  acknowledging for the first time that they are the "occupying powers" in the  country. 

The long-awaited U.S. draft resolution, to be  introduced at the U.N. Security Council on                                         Friday, outlines a U.S. vision for postwar Iraq  sharply at odds with that of several Security

Council members, particularly Russia. 

It would limit the U.N. role, ending the world    body's control over Iraq's oil revenue and letting

the U.S.-led coalition use the country's vast oil  wealth to help finance its reconstruction — with

international oversight. 

The U.S. proposal, which was circulated  Thursday and obtained by The Associated                                      Press, calls for the immediate lifting of  sanctions against Iraq and would phase out                                        over a four-month period the oil-for-food  humanitarian program, which has been feeding

90 percent of Iraq's 24 million people. It does  not mention any role for U.N. weapons

inspectors, whose return to Iraq Washington  opposes. 

The resolution would also endorse the authority  of the United States and Britain to govern Iraq

— and it apparently foresees a lengthy stay. It notes that Washington and  London sent a letter to the council president Thursday recognizing their  responsibilities and obligations under international law "as occupying  powers." 

The letter is the first time the United States has referred to its role in Iraq as  an "occupying power," a status governed by the Geneva Conventions that  would entail wide-ranging responsibilities to look after the Iraqi people. Until  now, Washington has avoided the term, calling itself instead a "liberating

force." 

Under the proposal, the 12-month initial authorization would be  automatically renewed unless the Security Council decided otherwise.   Since the United States and Britain have veto power in the council, they  could block any attempt to get them to leave Iraq — which is likely to be unacceptable to some council members. 

The United States could also face opposition from council members that  want the world body to be a major player in creating an interim government  for Iraq. The draft resolution does not define the makeup or duties of a   provisional government, which if approved would effectively leave it up to the

United States and Britain to decide. 

The U.S. draft resolution was given to some council members on Thursday  and U.S. and British officials began lobbying for its approval in capitals of  key council nations. 

The council faces a deadline just four weeks from now when the current  six-month phase of the oil-for-food program expires. 

"Our view is that it's desirable to have this resolution passed as soon as   possible, that the June 3 deadline for the expiry of the oil-for-food program isin fact very much the outer limit," said U.S. Ambassador John Negroponte. 

There is little enthusiasm for another bruising battle following the bitter debate earlier this year over the war itself, which shattered the council's unity and left France, Russia, Germany and China at odds with the United  States, Britain and Spain. 

Nonetheless, council diplomats predict a tough round of negotiations. Russia and France have made their own proposals. 

Russia wants U.N. weapons inspectors to return to Baghdad to certify that   Iraq's weapons of mass destruction have been eliminated before sanctions are lifted. It also wants the oil-for-food program continued under U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan (news - web sites)'s authority until Iraq has a

legitimate government and sanctions are lifted. 

"We believe it's still valid," Russia's U.N. Ambassador Sergey Lavrov said  Thursday of the proposal. 

The French proposal calls on the council to suspend sanctions, phase out  the oil-for-food program, have U.S. and U.N. weapons inspectors work

together, and lift sanctions when a legitimate Iraqi government is in place. 

The American draft calls on Annan to appoint a U.N. special coordinator to work with U.S. and British authorities and the Iraqi people to restore and establish "national and local institutions for representative governance." 

The coordinator would also promote the delivery of humanitarian aid, the return of refugees, reconstruction, human rights, legal and judicial  reform and rebuilding of an Iraqi police force. 

The U.S. draft resolution would lift the economic embargoes the council   imposed after Iraq's 1990 invasion of Kuwait but maintain the arms embargo. 

The oil-for-food program was created in 1996 to help ordinary Iraqis cope with sanctions, allowing Iraq to sell oil and requiring it to use the  proceeds to buy food and medicine under U.N. monitoring. 

The U.S. draft resolution would continue Annan's control over  humanitarian contracts during the four-month phase-out, to speed badly needed food and medicine to Iraq. 

When the oil-for-food program ends, the United States and Britain want  the food distribution to continue under the Iraqi provisional administration, council diplomats said, speaking on condition of  anonymity. 

On the oil side, Iraq's State Oil Marketing Organization would be   restructured and resume selling oil, the diplomats said. 

Proceeds would go into an "Iraqi Assistance Fund," which would be  controlled by the United States and Britain, though the Iraqi interim authority would be consulted. Annan, the World Bank (news - web  sites), the International Monetary Fund (news - web sites) and a team of

international auditors they select would oversee the fund, according to the  draft. 

The money would be used for humanitarian goods, reconstruction, civil   administration and the continued disarmament of Iraq. 
__________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

FEATURE - Venezuela fights to save  endangered Arrau turtle

VENEZUELA: May 9, 2003

                ON THE ORINOCO RIVER, Venezuela - It may be South   America's largest fresh water turtle, but when the  green-lacquered amphibian is young, it fits in the  palm of a hand and looks like the ideal aquarium pet. 

                The Arrau turtle is threatened with extinction, so every year  conservationists in Venezuela collect thousands of the  hatchlings, raise them in captivity and then release them  into the wild to try to guarantee the survival of the species.

                Hunted for their meat and eggs by native Indians and other   residents living along the banks of Venezuela's mighty   Orinoco river, the population numbers of the species known  in Latin as Podocnemis Expansa have declined dramatically over the last century.

                "The problem is basically human. Residents of the region  have a strong tradition of eating the eggs, eating the  newborns and the adult turtles," Omar Hernandez,  coordinator of the government-funded programme to save  the turtles, told Reuters.

                Although the species has been legally protected since the  1960s, turtles are sold at local markets for nearly $100  each. The region's poor inhabitants, mostly farmers, simply  go to the river and catch them to enrich their meagre diet.

                For the last 11 years, Venezuela's Scientific Development  Foundation FUDECI has spearheaded the project to raise  and release young Arrau turtles into the Orinoco.

                The release point is a sun-baked sandy islet in southwest  Venezuela where the Orinoco flows between the isolated  and jungle-covered states of Apure and Bolivar.

                During the 19th century, the German naturalist and explorer  Alexander von Humboldt estimated there were at least   300,000 adult female turtles, Hernandez said.

                Today, despite the prohibition on hunting, only about 1,000  female adults lay their eggs on the jungle islands and   beaches of the Orinoco, one of the world's largest rivers.

                A small team of biologists, ecologists and government  officials annually takes thousands of recently born turtles   from the river to a nearby breeding centre to protect them   for a year and strengthen their chances of survival in the  wild.

                INTO THE WATER
                When they are born, Arrau turtles are the size of a coin and   easy to catch. Avid predators include not just local  fishermen, but a long list of wild creatures such as the   catfish, the heron and the black and white "cari-cari" hawks  that swoop over the banks of the river.

                When freed, the young turtles measure a more robust five  inches (12 cm) in diameter and are safe from most of their  natural enemies. "We can avoid the high mortality rate and  the animals are much more likely to escape," Hernandez  said.

                The Arrau turtles that inhabit the basin of the Orinoco and   Amazon rivers are also found in Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, Ecuador, Guyana and Peru. When fully grown, they can  reach about a metre (three feet) in length.

                The FUDECI project financed by the government has  released about 120,000 Arrau turtles into the wild since it  began, including 16,000 freed during the latest operation in  April.

                Next year, Venezuela expects to release about 50,000  turtles into the Orinoco, one of the key spawning areas for  the turtles, Environment Minister Ana Elisa Osorio said.

                The government hopes the project will help take the Arrau  off the endangered list. The turtles reach sexual maturity  around 15, so in the next three years, some raised briefly in  captivity should start to bred.

                COLOMBIAN BROTHERS
                Venezuela is studying joint conservation projects with  Colombia since the turtles often swim across the border   between the two Andean neighbours, said Colombian   Environment Minister Cecilia Rodriguez, who attended  April's turtle release.

                "This is a species of habitual migrants. Without a doubt  these turtles released here will pass through the River Meta  and say hello to their Colombian brothers," the minister   said.

                The proximity of the border with war-torn Colombia is  evident. Journalists, officials and project members who  witnessed April's release operation reached the islet on  National Guard patrol boats bristling with weapons.

                Angel Brito, one of the turtle project pioneers, is less   worried about border tensions than about preserving the   planet for his children.

                "Our greatest hope is that our children and grandchildren   can get to know this important species, the hope that we can save a species," Brito said as he watched the last few   turtles paddle slowly into the swirling currents of the great river.

________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

 Sars 'here to stay'

The Sars virus could pose a threat to humans for many  years to come, research  suggests. 

Scientists have compared samples of   the virus from Singapore with  samples from other countries where

it has struck. 

They have found that the main  components of the virus have  remained unchanged as infection has   spread across different countries. 

Experts had hoped that the virus would behave in the same way as   similar viruses that have caused serious flu epidemics in the past. 

These viruses ceased to be a threat  after their DNA mutated into a less   dangerous form. 

But the latest analysis suggests that  the Sars virus is not changing - and  thus is unlikely to mutate into a less dangerous form in the foreseeable  future. 

Scientists have identified the virus that causes Sars as a new member  of the Corona family. It has been dubbed Sars-CoV. 

Usually human coronaviruses have a high rate of genetic mutation which  can lead to new strains. 

Researchers led by Dr Edison Liu, from Singapore's Genome Institute,  studied the genetic make-up of cultured Sars viruses from five different  sources. 

They found only a handful of mutation differences between the samples  - and it was thought these probably resulted from the virus adapting to  laboratory conditions. 

The findings were published in an on-line report from the Lancet medical  journal. 

In an accompanying commentary, two Canadian experts warned of the implications. 

Early Brown and Jason Tetro, from the University of Ottawa, said: "The  results suggest a remarkable genetic conservation of the virus since the  outbreak was first documented. 

"Unfortunately, this conclusion means that Sars-CoV is not likely to  change rapidly and thus may not readily mutate to a benign infection, as   is the hoped-for eventuality seen in most other epidemics." 

                 Lung damage 

A separate study, also published on The Lancet website, concludes that   much of the lung damage associated with Sars is in fact caused by the  body's own response to infection. 

Researchers from the University of Hong Kong found a common pattern   of illness among 75 patients who were admitted to hospital following an  outbreak of Sars at Amoy Garden, a Hong Kong high-rise housing

estate. 

For the first week after admission, symptoms gradually improved, but a  deterioration set in during the second week of the hospital stay. 

Some 85% of the patients developed recurrent fever after nine days. 

This delayed deterioration suggests that damage is being inflicted on the  lungs not by the continued spread of the virus, but by an overblown  immune response.
__________________________________________________________________________________________
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General environmental news

Warning of Disaster As 40 Die in Southern Floods

UN Integrated Regional Information (Addis Ababa): The death toll in the severe floods that have hit southern Ethiopia has now topped 40 - including five children, officials told IRIN on Thursday. More than 95,000 people have been forced to flee their homes after the Wabe Shebelle River burst its banks, flooding dozens of villages. Crocodiles also attacked and killed four people during the flooding, said Mines Minister Mohamoud Dirir Gheddi, who is also chairman of the ruling Somali People's Democratic Party in the region. "Unless something is done soon, this will turn into a disaster," Mohamoud told IRIN. "I believe that the magnitude of the crisis means we have to airlift food, medical equipment and personnel to help and in that case we need the international community." He said the region desperately needs medical help to control waterborne diseases. Blankets are also required for displaced families. The worst affected areas, he said, include Kalafo, Mustahil and Imi - the last two have been totally submerged.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200305080434.html
Biodiversity Plan Must Conform With Forest Programs - FDA Cautions

The NEWS (Monrovia): Participants at the ongoing Regional Biodiversity workshop have been cautioned that the National Biodiversity strategy and Action Plan to be formulated must be in conformity with the pending National Forest program of Liberia. The Deputy Managing Director for Operations at the Forestry Development Authority (FDA) made the call yesterday at the end of the second of the three regional workshops at the Catholic Retreat Pastoral Center. He said a National Forest Program, which is to achieve sustainable forest management, serves as basis for reviewing the implementation of internationally agreements. He told the participants that the major objective of a National Forest Program is to establish a political and workable social framework for sustainable forest management among others. This is why he wants the National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan, intended to protect the environment. He also said equitable distribution of Biodiversity resources must conform with the National Forest Program.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200305080306.html
Wildlife Fauna a Factor to Strengthen SADC 

Angola Press Agency (Luanda): Angolan Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development, Daniel Dario Catata, on Thursday considered wildlife fauna as one of the important factors to strengthen unity and cooperation between the countries members of the Southern Africa Development Community (SADC). Dario Catata was speaking at the opening ceremony of a workshop about "strategies to implement SADC's fauna protocol", adding that the preservation of this renewable resource calls for conjugation of joint efforts on a regional level, aimed at stopping or minimizing any factors endangering its survival. For this effect, the Minister revealed that a project is underway for the creation of across- the- boarder preservation areas, which will create social, economic and environmental benefits for the whole region.  Concerning Angola joining the protocol for the preservation of wildlife fauna, Catata informed that secure steps have already been taken, such as its ratification, by the Angolan parliament, in May 2002, only remaining the delivery of the document in the organization's secretariat.  Participating in the three days workshop are 12 of the 14 countries members of SADC, being absent the Seychelles and the Democratic Republic of Congo for not honouring financial commitments with the community. 

 http://allafrica.com/stories/200305080149.html
__________________________________________________________________________________________


Jordan
Towards an environmentally friendly Baptism site 

 THE WADI Al Kharrar (Jesus Christ Baptism site), on the eastern borders of River Jordan, is one of the most important religious and cultural sites in the world and is considered to be the jewel of the Millennium tourism activities around the world and a prime focus for tourism planning in Jordan. In addition to the unique religious and cultural features of the Baptism site, there are some special natural values which make it a true eco-tourism location that can be exploited in a sustainable tourism programme. 

Due to its historical and religious importance, the site is attracting increasing number of tourists. Such influx of tourists will severely damage the serenity and nature of the site. Tourists will eventually deplete valuable natural and cultural resources of the site if their flow is not managed. Biodiversity will also be directly affected. 

http://www.jordantimes.com/Wed/features/features3.htm://www.jordantimes. site 

environmentally friendly Baptism site 

New organic fertiliser regulations released 

Only automated factories are permitted to produce organic fertilisers according to new regulations concerning their manufacture, storage, transport and use, released Wednesday by the Environment Ministry. 

A committee will also be formed, comprised of representatives from the ministries of agriculture, health, environment and water and irrigation to consider licensing new factories, as part of the new code. 

Safety procedures were also stressed. Fertilisers must be stored in a tight, closed space to keep them and the means of transport must meet certain specifications before they are moved. 

A licence to establish and operate a factory must also be obtained from the Ministry of Agriculture. An annual licence for their sale is required too. 

A Jordanian engineer must supervise the factory and the administrator of plant has the right, with a ministerial decision, to close any business deemed illegal until problems are corrected. 

http://www.jordantimes.com/Thu/homenews/homenews5.htm

A Grant to Study the Endangered Jordanian Plants

The World Bank agreed to grant Jordan 5 million Dollars to help in protecting the medical plants and herbs and to develop the rural societies of Jordan.

 Jordan had signed a biodiversity agreement in 12 November, 1993 and the  combat desertification agreement on 1996.  

http://www.omannews.com/thrd8.htm
UAE
Need to 'replace' sewerage system in Ajman

 The emirate of Ajman faces an environmental disaster if action is not taken now to replace the old and outdated tanker and septic tank sewerage system with a new modern sewerage network, according to Saif Salem Al Shamsi, Deputy General Manager of Ajman Municipality.

Addressing a Press conference yesterday, Mr Shamsi said that there was need for landlords in Ajman to register their properties with Ajman Sewerage (Private) Company Limited, so they may be connected to the new system.

Mr Shamsi gave assurances that once the registration process is complete the municipality will undertake negotiations with the Ajman Sewerage Company to put in place special arrangements to ease the connection fee payments for people with limited income and those with special social circumstances.

It was earlier reported that the sewerage company warned landlords that power to their properties would be disconnected if they failed to pay sewerage network connection fees. The agreement between the Ajman Sewerage Company and the Federal Electricity and Water Authority (FEWA), gives Ajman Sewerage the right to make requests for power disconnection with FEWA.

http://66.234.3.46/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2003/may/theuae_may146.xml
__________________________________________________________________________________________
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DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by
Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.


Good Afternoon.


**Guest at Noon


Catherine Bertini, the Under-Secretary-General for Management, is here and after my briefing she will be briefing you on the overall financial situation of the Organization.

**Iraq
On Iraq, James Morris, the Executive Director of the World Food Programme (WFP), will be in Baghdad on Sunday.  During his one-day visit he will meet officials from the Iraqi Ministry of Trade and the US-led civil administration, as well as WFP and other UN staff already based in the Iraqi capital. 

Over the coming five months, WFP is gearing up to deliver
1.6 million tonnes of food to Iraq, enough to feed the entire population, some 27 million people, 60 per cent of whom are estimated to be entirely dependent on monthly food handouts.  WFP has already transported more than 100,000 tonnes of food into Iraq using corridors from Turkey, Syria, Iran, Jordan and Kuwait. 

Meanwhile, today staff from the World Health Organization (WHO), UNICEF and the UN Development Programme were able to return to their Baghdad offices, which had been severely damaged by looters.

In the north, a UN team undertook a day trip to Kirkuk from Erbil to assess the humanitarian situation there.  As soon as the security situation permits, UN international staff will establish a permanent presence in Kirkuk.  A group of 31 humanitarian workers entered Iraq this afternoon, bringing the total of UN international staff in Iraq to approximately 250.

**Security Council
The Security Council is holding consultations on Iraq, with a briefing by Deputy Secretary-General Louise Fréchette on the humanitarian situation there, which we just reported to you on.

**Democratic Republic of the Congo

From the Democratic Republic of the Congo, in Bunia, in the north-east part of the country, UN personnel are reporting continued fighting around the airport between Hema and Lendu militia members.

The continued violence, including looting, has severely hampered the ability of the UN and other humanitarian actors to assist the needy population.  There has also been no access to some of the 2,000 people who have set up camp near the airport.  Two thousand more have sheltered in the UN mission’s compounds in town.

As part of a reinforced UN military presence in the area, more than
400 peacekeepers were deployed, with the total rising to 600 by the weekend.  The UN forces control the airport and are patrolling parts of the town.

UN officials were to meet today with members of the Ituri Pacification Commission in an effort to restore order in the town following the withdrawal of Ugandan forces earlier this week.

**Afghanistan
On Afghanistan, the United Nations has suspended mine clearance operations on the road between the Afghan capital, Kabul, and the southern city of Kandahar, and has also ordered staff not to travel by road in some parts of southern Afghanistan after attacks on UN vehicles took place in that area on
3 and 5 of this month. 

Lakhdar Brahimi, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Afghanistan, said he was appalled at the assault on three deminers that took place 5 May in Zabul, in which two of them suffered bullet wounds.  Two days earlier, one deminer had been shot dead, and another has since gone into a coma, in a separate shooting incident.

In addition to the restrictions on road movement in the south, Brahimi said that no UN road movement would take place anywhere in Afghanistan between 6:00 in the evening and 6:00 in the morning.  UN security personnel are in close contact with the concerned Afghan authorities, reviewing security conditions in areas considered unsafe for UN staff to carry out work.

We have a press release from the UN Mine Action Service, as well as today’s briefing notes from Kabul, which provide more information. 

The Kabul briefing notes also mention a registered increase in the number of threats and acts of intimidation, and even physical aggression, against journalists and the media in Afghanistan.  The UN Mission is paying considerable attention to all such cases and will continue to bring them to the attention of the Afghan authorities.

**Middle East
In Copenhagen, Denmark, today, the Third Conference on the International Alliance for Arab-Israeli Peace began, and the Secretary-General, in a message issued at the Conference, said it was taking place at a hopeful moment, following a terrible period of death and destruction on both sides of the conflict.

He notes that the Road Map issued last week by the Quartet, made up of the UN, the US, Russia and the European Union, is “a significant innovation in the peace process”, since it is clear about the end goal of an Israel and a Palestine living side-by-side in peace and security, and is equally clear about the steps for getting there.

He said, “I am convinced that we now have a historic window of opportunity”, with no previous peace plan having enjoyed such broad support as this one.  But, he adds that it is Israelis and Palestinians who must actually travel the road, asserting, “Both must hold firm to their commitments, and not allow extremists to dictate the future.”

**Guatemala
The United Nations Verification Mission in Guatemala (MINUGUA) has said that justice in Guatemala still seems to be impossible and argues that there are people who remain above the law.  Three defendants, all senior army officers, in the case of the death of Myrna Mack, had their sentences overturned yesterday by the Appeals Court.  MINUGUA says it is lamentable that twelve years after the brutal crime was committed, those responsible for Mack’s death still have not been brought to justice.  MINUGUA is studying the sentences and following up with the verification process.  We have a press release in Spanish only.

**Kosovo
The first group of some 800 bodies exhumed in Serbia proper and believed to be of Kosovo Albanian missing persons will be repatriated under UN auspices today.  The transfer has been arranged by the Office on Missing Persons and Forensics of the UN Mission in Kosovo, in cooperation with the UN Civilian Police's Missing Persons Unit and the Serbian authorities.

An UNMIK team, including an Albanian forensic pathologist, was in Belgrade yesterday to monitor the transfer of bodies exhumed from one of the sites in Serbia, at Batajnica, which were identified by DNA.  Currently, 100 to
150 bodies are in the process of being identified through DNA.  We put out a press release from the Mission yesterday afternoon with more details.

**ICTY
Yesterday at The Hague, a three-judge trial chamber at the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia held a hearing to consider an amended plea agreement between the Prosecutor’s Office and Serb indictee Momir Nikolic.

In that plea agreement, Nikolic would agree to plead guilty to persecutions on political, religious and racial grounds, as a crime against humanity; and, in exchange, Prosecutor Carla Del Ponte would recommend a sentence of between 15 to 20 years in prison and dismiss the remaining charges against him.

The trial chamber said it was satisfied with that plea agreement, and as a result found Nikolic guilty on the single count of persecution, adding that it would set a time and date for a sentencing hearing in due course.

**Rwanda Tribunal
Available on the racks today is a memorandum by the Secretary-General that lists the names of 35 candidates, from whom the General Assembly is to elect
18 “ad litem” or short-term judges for the Rwanda Tribunal.  The Security Council voted on 29 April to transmit those 35 names on to the General Assembly, which is to elect the 18 judges by an absolute majority among those Members voting.

**WHO Extends SARS-related Travel Advice
In response to several questions on an increase in the mortality rate for SARS, the World Health Organization said that there are different ways for calculating the rate that could account for the change in percentage.  WHO calculates mortality rates for all communicable diseases for surveillance purposes and that consists of the number of deaths divided by the total of cases.  The rise in the rate from about 4 per cent to 7 per cent is the result of the spread of SARS to the general public, affecting more vulnerable groups such as children and the elderly.

As of yesterday, a total of 6,903 cases, with 495 deaths, have been reported from 29 countries on five continents.  We have a press release with more.


**Noon Guests Tomorrow

Valli Moosa, the Chair of the Commission on Sustainable Development and South Africa’s Minister for Environmental Affairs and Tourism, will join Nitin Desai, the Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Social Affairs, at our noon briefing tomorrow, and they will be here to talk to you about the Commission’s eleventh session, which ends tomorrow.


**World Chronicle programme


And finally, the DPI’s World Chronicle programme number 898 will feature Joseph Stephanides, the Director of the UN’s Security Council Affairs in the Department of Political Affairs.  And you can see that at 3:30 p.m. today on
in-house television channels 3 or 31.


Any questions before we go to Catherine Bertini?  Yes, Akran?
Questions and Answers

Question:
You mentioned about the food and I have a report here from Iraq saying that the people of Iraq are still without proper clean water, enough food, electricity in Amara, in (inaudible), Basra and even Baghdad... (inaudible) the hospitals...

Spokesman:
Akran, what’s your question?

Question:
...medicine and all these things.  When is the United Nations going to help and bring all these needed stuff?

Spokesman:
Why don’t you and I talk after the briefing?  Yes, Bill?

Question:
The Secretary-General, according to Secretary of State Colin Powell, was briefed yesterday on the text of the resolution.  What’s his reaction to that briefing?  Is he in support of this resolution?

Spokesman:
It’s too early for us to give any official reaction.  The Secretary-General himself is studying it; his senior aides are studying it.  And we expect that the United States will shortly present copies to members of the Council and then the Council debate will begin.  So, I think the
Secretary-General, even after he forms his opinion, would want to first watch how the draft was received in the Council, and then decide how he should act, if at all.  Bill?

Question:
One of the provisions of the resolution calls for the Secretary-General to place someone or to participate himself on the advisory board, along with the World Bank and the IMF, to oversee the Iraqi sales of oil and who they sell it to and what they get.  Has the Secretary-General or the UN ever done that?  Is there a precedent before that?  And, any idea how amenable the UN might be?

Spokesman:
Bill, you’re basing yourself on a press account.  So, I am not going to comment on something that hasn’t yet been made public.  Yes, Mr. Abadi?

Question:
Following the withdrawal of Ugandan troops from the DRC, there is violence and the refugees are on the move, as you indicated.  Does the Secretary-General believe that there are enough UN troops present in the territory to avoid the possibility of genocide?

Spokesman:
He’s made his views clear to the Security Council on that matter.  He has asked for additional troops.  

Catherine, do you want to come up?

* *** *

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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T H U R S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
First UN agency head since war due to visit Iraq 

*
Security Council to receive draft US resolution on Iraq tomorrow – President

*
DR of Congo: violence in Bunia hampers UN’s ability to reach needy populations

*
UN partially suspends de-mining operations in Afghanistan following attacks

*
Israeli-Palestinian Road Map plan is “historic window of opportunity” – Annan

*
WHO issues SARS warning on travel to three more Chinese regions


*
Guatemala: UN mission deplores impunity in murder case


*
Kosovo mission at its most difficult and delicate phase – UN envoy

*
UN tribunal finds Serb military officer guilty of persecutions

*
2002 ‘financially good year’ for UN, says top management official

*
Countries slow to act on 2002 summit goals to better children’s lives – UNICEF


*
UN agencies tackle youth unemployment, land degradation in Cape Verde

*
Somalia: UN agencies welcome launch of regulatory body for livestock exports

* * * *

Iraq: humanitarian

8 May – United Nations relief agencies reclaimed additional looted offices in Baghdad today and prepared for the first visit to Iraq by a UN agency head since the outbreak of hostilities in March.

The Executive Director of the World Food Programme (WFP), James Morris, will arrive in Baghdad on Sunday for a one-day visit and a first-hand review of progress in setting up the biggest humanitarian relief operation ever undertaken. He will also meet officials from the Iraqi Ministry of Trade and the US-led civil administration, as well as WFP and other UN staff.

 WFP is gearing up to deliver 1.6 million tons of food over the coming five months – enough to feed the entire population, some 27 million people, 60 per cent of whom are estimated to be entirely dependent on monthly food handouts. WFP has already transported more than 100,000 tons of food into Iraq using corridors from Turkey, Syria, Iran, Jordan and Kuwait.

Meanwhile today, staff from the World Health Organization (WHO), the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and the UN Development Programme (UNDP) were able to return to their Baghdad offices, which had been severely damaged by looters.

In the north, a UN team undertook a day trip to Kirkuk from Erbil to assess the humanitarian situation there. As soon as security permits, UN international staff will establish a permanent presence in Kirkuk.

A further group of 31 humanitarian workers entered Iraq today, bringing the total UN international staff to approximately 250.  

* * *

Iraq: Security Council

8 May – The United States is expected to present a draft resolution to the United Nations Security Council tomorrow calling for the lifting of sanctions on Iraq and dealing with the UN role there, with consultations on the text to possibly begin early next week.

“I’m sure that most Council members will wish to transmit this to their authorities and the authorities would have the whole weekend to study it,” Pakistani Ambassador Munir Akram, Council President for May, told reporters after a Council meeting today on the humanitarian situation Iraq. “So I expect that come early next week, some sort of process of consultations is likely to begin on the draft resolution.”

Earlier, United States Ambassador John Negroponte told reporters the UN would have an “important, vital” role, and he hoped the resolution would be passed within two weeks, but at the very latest by 3 June, the expiry date of the Oil-for-Food programme under which Iraq was able to sell oil to purchase food and other humanitarian supplies.

Asked what role a UN representative in Iraq would play, he said it would be constructive. “That will be an important and a vital role as was said by both President Bush and Prime Minister Blair at the Hillsborough meeting,” he added, referring to last month’s summit between the US and British leaders in Northern Ireland.

Mr. Negroponte said he did not see any role for UN weapons inspectors in Iraq for the foreseeable future. Other Council members have said the inspectors, withdrawn on the eve of war, should return to search for banned weapons of mass destruction.

At today’s meeting, the Council was briefed by Deputy Secretary-General Louise Fréchette on the humanitarian situation in Iraq. “This report both has encouraging aspects, as well as some issues of concern, but it is an indication of the active role that the United Nations is resuming in Iraq and we trust that this role will be of benefit to the Iraqi people,” Mr. Akram said.

Asked what the concerns were, he replied: “Concerns with regard to looting, the water and sanitation still has to be fully re-established, some reports of outbreak of cholera which has to be contained.”

* * *

DR of Congo

8 May – Continued violence between rival clans in Bunia, a small town in north-eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), near the local airport is hampering the efforts of the United Nations and other humanitarian actors trying to reach thousands of needy people, the UN mission in the country said today.

According to the UN Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC), ongoing clashes between rival Hema and Lendu militia have left UN and other humanitarian actors scrambling to reach 2,000 people who had set up camp near Bunia’s airport. Two thousand more have sought shelter at MONUC compounds in town.

The two rival clans clashed in a spate of deadly firefights over the weekend, vying for control of the town. The violence left five dead, countless others wounded and a number of buildings, including UN offices, looted.

As part of a reinforced UN military presence in the area, more than 400 peacekeepers were deployed, with the total rising to 600 by the weekend. The UN forces control the airport and are patrolling parts of the town.

UN officials were to meet today with members of the Ituri Pacification Commission (IPC) 
– which rival militia and tribal groups agreed to set up to manage the region until a new post-war national government takes over – in an effort to restore order in the town following the withdrawal of Ugandan forces earlier this week.
* * *

Afghanistan

8 May – The United Nations has suspended mine clearance on parts of one of Afghanistan’s most important routes for commerce and relief aid following new attacks on de-mining teams on the road between the Afghan capital of Kabul and the southern city of Kandahar.

 The top UN official in Afghanistan, who denounced the latest attack today, also imposed precautionary travel restrictions on UN personnel, including a curfew on nighttime road travel anywhere in the country.

In the first attack, on 3 May, gunmen killed the driver and wounded a passenger in a car belonging to a local de-mining agency. In the second, on Monday, gunmen ambushed a UN-funded convoy of two trucks and an ambulance from a non-governmental landmine-clearance organization. When no internationals were found, they opened fire on the ambulance, wounding two of its three occupants.

“This is one of the most severe examples of violence against the programme in the last 13 years of operations,” Dan Kelly, manager of the UN Mine Action Service programme in Afghanistan, said. “And we feel we have no choice but to protect de-miners from future violent attacks by ceasing operations in areas that are not adequately patrolled and secured.”   


The Special Representative of Secretary-General Kofi Annan for Afghanistan, Lakhdar Brahimi, “is appalled at the brutal assault,” spokesman Manoel de Almeida e Silva said in Kabul.

Calling the attackers enemies of Afghan farmers waiting for their fields to be cleared, of Afghan children wanting to play without risking their lives, “indeed…of the entire Afghan nation,” Mr. Brahimi instructed the UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) to take the following security measures: No road missions of UN expatriate and national staff south of Ghazni towards Kandahar; no UN road movement anywhere before 6 a.m. and after 6 p.m.; and no UN missions to Zabul, Uruzgan and upper Helmand.

In othe news, the spokesman also warned of increased threats and intimidation, including physical attacks, on the media. He said UNAMA, in close coordination with the Afghan Independent Human Rights Commission, would continue to investigate these cases and bring them to the attention of the authorities. Such action “contradicts the aspirations of the great majority of Afghans who strive to rebuild a country in which different views and opinions could be freely and publicly expressed, without any fear of reprisal or revenge,” Mr. de Almeida e Silva added.

* *  *
Middle East

8 May – The Road Map plan for peace between Israelis and Palestinians was “a historic window of opportunity” opening up “after a terrible period of death and destruction on both sides of the conflict,” United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today in a message issued at a meeting on Arab-Israeli peace.

“No previous peace plan has enjoyed such broad support from such important actors as this one does: the US, Europe, Russia, and key Arab states, including Egypt and Jordan,” Mr. Annan said to the International Alliance for Arab-Israeli Peace conference in Copenhagen, Denmark.

The alliance brings together influential people from Egyptian, Palestinian, Jordanian and Israeli societies participating in their private capacities and representing a wide range of political trends but united by the wish of realizing peace in the region.

Mr. Annan said the Road Map, formally presented last week by the diplomatic Quartet of the UN, United States, European Union and Russian Federation, was very clear about the end goal, “which is a secure and prosperous Israel and an independent, viable, sovereign and democratic Palestine, living side-by-side in peace and security, in a Middle East from which terror and violence will at last be banished.”

He also noted that it was equally clear about steps for getting there, not only who must do what, but also when. “It recognizes that peace will not be achieved if each side waits for the other to move first,” he said. “At every stage in the process, both sides must be able to see a tangible improvement in their situation, and an unmistakable movement towards the end goal. Otherwise they will not have the confidence to move on.”

But, he warned, “Let’s be clear: the Map may come from the Quartet, but it is Israelis and Palestinians who must travel the Road. The continuing violence shows that both sides have tough decisions to take, as rejectionists try to drive them off the road with new terror attacks. Both must hold firm to their commitments, and not allow extremists to dictate the future.”

The Road Map calls for a series of parallel steps by the Israelis and Palestinians over the next three years towards a realizing the vision of two states, Israel and Palestine.

* * *

SARS

8 May – The United Nations World Health Organization (WHO) today added three more regions of China to its travel advisory against all but essential travel because of outbreaks of Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) as the death toll for the newly emergent disease passed 500 worldwide.

Seven Chinese regions are now on the precautionary list, with Tianjin, Inner Mongolia and Taiwan Province joining Beijing, Hong Kong, Guangdong and Shanxi.

China and its regions have by far the largest number of SARS cases so far reported worldwide, with 6,491 cases out of 7,053 and 445 deaths out of 506 as of today.

* * *

Guatemala


8 May – The United Nations mission in Guatemala said today it was “lamentable” that 12 years after the murder of anthropologist Myrna Mack during the Central American country’s civil war, the intellectual authors of “this brutal crime” had still not been identified and punished.


“Each day that this case continues without resolution corroborates the idea that justice is impossible in Guatemala and that there are sectors of society who are above the law,” the UN Verification Mission in Guatemala, (MINUGUA), said after an appeals court overturned a 30-year jail term against an army colonel.


Regardless of the rights of defendants to appeal, the Mission said, “Once again, impunity has been granted in a signal case that occurred during the armed conflict. No country that claims to build a state of law can afford the luxury of allowing such a transcendental case to remain unpunished.”


The appeals court overturned the 30-year jail term against Col. Juan Valencia Osorio and confirmed the acquittals of Col. Juan Oliva Carrera and Gen. Edgar Godoy Gaitan. Ms. Mack was stabbed to death as she left a social science research institute in Guatemala City on 11 September 1990.
* * *

Kosovo


8 May – The top United Nations official in Kosovo said today the UN mission there had entered “what is perhaps its most critical and delicate phase” with the transference of competencies to local provisional institutions.

“Responsibilities have to be transferred gradually, so that the society’s institutions have the capacity to bear them,” Michael Steiner, the head of the UN Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK), told the Permanent Council of the Organization for Security and Co-operation (OSCE) in Europe in Vienna.

“This makes local capacity building and monitoring more important than ever,” he added. “As we transfer more responsibilities, we have to intensify our monitoring of how they’re carried out. With its seasoned field presence, the OSCE is uniquely qualified to play the leading role in this critical process.” 

Outlining the priorities of fighting organized crime, establishing the rule of law, human rights and a market-based economy, and speeding the return of refugees, Mr. Steiner said integration within Kosovo was the key to the province’s integration within Europe.

“Transforming Kosovo into a place where all its people can live in security and dignity is not only essential for the sake of minority communities,” he declared. “It is essential for the long-term stability of the Balkans and Europe itself. To achieve this transformation, we need to help Kosovans to make European standards their own.”

He stressed that with regard to organized crime, a regional problem, Europe faced a choice in weighing the importance of Kosovo next to competing priorities farther afield.

“To put it starkly,” he said, “Europe can either help us fill our prisons in Kosovo by supporting vital work in training police, developing the judiciary and developing technical forensic expertise. Or Kosovo will help fill prisons in Europe. Clearly, this would be a bad bargain. Instead, after the huge investment made already, we must continue our work to make Kosovo a beacon for the rule of law and, ultimately, an exporter of stability.”

UNMIK is a success because the engagement of the international community he said. “It has been a joint endeavour,” Mr. Steiner declared. “The legitimacy that comes from the UN and the support of the whole Security Council means that the whole world is represented in Kosovo. And the three pillar structure, put in place from lessons learned in Bosnia, has been a big success. It represents the EU (European Union), the UN and the OSCE working hand in hand in UNMIK.”

* * *

ICTY

8 May – The United Nations International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) has found a former Serb teacher turned military officer guilty of persecutions after he consented to a plea agreement.

A Tribunal trial chamber made its decision yesterday following a hearing on the deal, the terms of which call for Momir Nikolic to plead guilty to one count of persecutions on political, religious and racial grounds as a crime against humanity. In exchange, Prosecutor Carla Del Ponte would recommend a sentence of between 15 to 20 years in prison as well as the dismissal of any remaining charges.

The office of the Prosecutor said it would also recommend that Mr. Nikolic be given credit for the time he has served in ICTY custody, while his lawyers would recommend a sentence of 10 years.

The trial chamber said it was satisfied with the plea agreement and would set a time and date for sentencing hearing in due course.

* * *

UN finances

8 May – An analysis of the United Nations fiscal status at the end of 2002 showed that it could be considered a financially good year – with the largest amount of cash on hand and the smallest shortfall in dues in seven years, but that there were some uncertainties on the horizon for 2003, the world body’s top management official said today.

Summing up the UN’s financial state at a press conference this afternoon, Catherine Bertini, Under-Secretary-General for Management, said the Organization’s aggregate cash balance at the end of 2002 was the highest ever, the level of unpaid contributions had dramatically decreased and significant progress had been made in reducing debt to Member States. Joining Ms. Bertini was Jean-Pierre Halbwachs, Assistant Secretary-General for Programme Planning, Budget and Accounts and UN Controller.

Two unfortunate trends were emerging, however, she cautioned.  Cash levels for the International Tribunals were slipping a little more each year, leading to cross-borrowing from closed peacekeeping missions; and fewer Member States (117) had paid their dues in full by the end of the year –- a serious setback in the progress achieved between 1994 and 2000.
Ms Bertini said that cash on hand at the end of 2002 – some $1.4 billion – was largely the result of a higher than projected level of payments. Unpaid assessments, although still substantial, were also significantly lower at year’s-end, amounting to $1.68 billion, compared to $2.11 billion in 2001. That figure was the lowest in seven years, as were amounts due to Member States, which had been reduced to $701 million, compared to $748 million at the end of 2001, she added.

 She said the amount of actual regular budget cash of $35 million, however, had been achieved despite smaller payments than forecast from the United States, Brazil and Argentina and fewer numbers of Member States paying their yearly assessment in full. It was due to lower net disbursements than initially projected that instead of ending the year with no cash, the Organization had been able to end it with a small amount of regular budget cash.  

 “In 2002, only 117 Member States paid their regular budget contributions in full,” Ms. Bertini said. That presented a serious setback in the progress achieved between 1994 – when only 75 Member States paid in full – and 2000, when 141 Member States had paid in full.  She urged all Member States to meet their obligation to pay in full and on time.  Of those owing some $305 million in regular budget assessments at the end of 2002, the United States owed $190 million or 62 per cent; Brazil owed $37 million, or 12 per cent; and Argentina owed $30 million or 10 per cent, with 69 other Member States having total outstanding amounts of $48 million, or 16 per cent.   

Turning to the financial situation in 2003 in the context of the challenges and reform expectations to be met, Ms. Bertini said much needed to be accomplished this year, but to make further progress, Member States must provide the means. The Organization’s scorecard over the first four months of 2003 showed cash collections for the regular budget that were somewhat better than last year: this year, 76 Member States had paid in full so far this year, compared with 70 at the end of April in 2002.  The amount of payments received in the first four months of the year had also increased, totalling $635 million, $218 million ahead the results at the same time last year.  

The combined picture at the end of 2003 for peacekeeping, regular budget, tribunals and – for the first time – the capital master plan cash showed a significant reduction from a high of some $1.4 billion to $990 million. The year-end cash balance projected for the capital master plan was forecast to be $14 million. The Organization intended to make significant payments to Member States in 2003, keeping up the momentum achieved in 2002 and, in fact, going beyond what had been accomplished last year.  It expected to be able to pay some $939 million in certified troop and contingent-owned equipment claims. With projected additional claims of $731 million, the end result, at 31 December 2003, should be a significant lowering of debt to $495 million – $129 million for troops and only $366 million for COE.  

She said her “wish list” for the financial stability of the Organization envisioned 191 Member States paying on time; accelerated payments when Member States paid late in the year; and full payment by year-end in all cases.  Overall, though the financial situation was continuing the progress made over the last several years, it was important not to let the present course change.  It was up to Member States to reverse some of the negative trends mentioned today.

* * *

UNICEF

8 May – A year after world leaders agreed to a set of time-bound goals to improve the welfare of youngsters, the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) said today most countries have barely begun to implement the targets, with only half of the world’s governments even taking the first step of developing an action plan.

“Stating clearly and publicly what each government will do to improve the lives of children is an important step toward real progress,” UNICEF Executive Director Carol Bellamy said. “We cannot reach the goals we’ve set for 2005, 2010 or 2015 without saying up front exactly what each of us plans to do. That’s accountability, and I applaud the governments who have fulfilled this first commitment.”

UNICEF said so far, 105 countries have outlined how they intend to improve conditions for children, with nearly 90 countries still due to create or modify their action plans by the end of the year, in keeping with the agreed timetable.

From 8 to 10 May 2002, some 70 Heads of State and delegations from every nation met in New York for the UN General Assembly’s first special session on children, agreeing to a set of goals intended to improve the health and survival of young people, provide them with a quality education, reverse the impact of HIV/AIDS on their lives and protect them from exploitation and violence.

Ms. Bellamy said resources and attention that should have gone to children’s issues over the past year had instead been devoted to crisis and war. “The children of Iraq are important, but there are 2.1 billion children in this world, half of them living in abject poverty, 150 million who are malnourished, 120 million who never go to school, and 11 million who die from totally preventable causes every year,” she stated.

While acknowledging that it was unrealistic to show major statistical progress in these areas in just the span of one year, Ms. Bellamy stressed that concrete action was necessary in order to reach the goals, most of which are set for 2015.

UNICEF cited the case of Kenya, where the government pledged to provide free education to all the nation’s children as one of its first initiatives. Last January, all types of school fees were abolished, and school registration soared, the agency said. An additional 1.5 million children showed up for the first day of school.

UNICEF also listed several immediate actions to be taken by all governments in keeping with their commitments, stressing that all countries should establish or strengthen appropriate national bodies for the protection of children. National budgets should also allocate at least 20 per cent to basic social services that benefit children.

* * *

Cape Verde


8 May – In a pilot project for later expansion to the rest of Africa, Latin America and the Caribbean, two United Nations agencies today launched a dual attack on youth unemployment and land degradation in Cape Verde aimed at protecting the West African island state’s fragile environment through volunteer action.


Sponsored by the UN Volunteers (UNV) and the Secretariat of the UN Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD), national UNVs and local education institutions will instruct Cape Verdean trainers on starting up pro-environment small businesses that protect the fragile biodiversity of the islands, where unemployed youth make up more than a third of the population.

These enterprises may include irrigation, coastal palm tree plantations, recycling, rubbish removal, handicrafts and ecotourism.

“As a pilot project, the involvement of unemployed youth, which make up 36 per cent of the population, in the rehabilitation of degraded land is significant as it tackles at once both poverty and desertification, which are mutually reinforcing,” Hama Arba Diallo, Executive Secretary of the UNCCD Secretariat, said. “This is exemplary of how inter-agency cooperation can directly help people most vulnerable to environmental degradation to improve their livelihood while also conserving the environment.”

Desertification affects more than 110 countries worldwide and threatens the livelihood of over 1.2 billion people. If left unchecked, arable land is expected to shrink by one-third in Asia, two-thirds in Africa and one-fifth in South America, exacerbating food insecurity, economic loss and mass migration from dry-land rural areas where the world’s poorest reside.

“This project combining volunteering for the environment and income-generation is most certainly on target,” Joseph Byll-Cataria, Resident Representative of the UN Development Programme (UNDP) in Cape Verde, said. “It will greatly contribute to ongoing efforts aiming at integrating environmental protection into national poverty reduction strategies.” 

The two-year project, “Promoting Volunteerism for Sustainable Management of the Environment in Cape Verde,” is being funded with nearly $300,000 from UNV’s special voluntary fund, $100,000 from UNDP and $100,000 from UNCCD.

* * *

Somalia

8 May – Two United Nations agencies have welcomed the launch of an initiative to set up a board to support the development and export of Somali livestock and meat products, through an improved system of disease surveillance, inspection and certification.

The UN Development Programme (UNDP) and the UN Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO) commended the formation of a Somali Livestock Board that could help the industry to meet the requirements of importing countries of disease-free livestock and meat products originating from Somalia. It also reflects the desire of Somalis to safeguard the quality and integrity of their herds and flocks, the agencies said.

The initiative was launched at the beginning of this month under the auspices of the Somali Business Council (SBC) of the United Arab Emirates at a meeting in Dubai, where the Somali business community, including livestock and meat traders, met with Somali authorities from the Transitional National Government, Somaliland and Puntland, and with representatives from importing countries in the Middle East.

UNDP said given the critical importance of livestock sector to the Somali economy, the establishment of the Board as a regulatory authority had potential for improving the livelihoods of both rural and urban dwellers in that country.
* *** *
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UNEP and the Executive Director in the news





� HYPERLINK  \l "Pledge" ��Greenwire: Iraq: US AID, others pledge help for suffering Marshes�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Expert" ��PANAPRESS: Expert group peruses guidelines on use of biodiversity�


� HYPERLINK  \l "assistance" ��The Guardian: UN Habitat pledges assistance for Dar, Mwanza�





*E.A. Standard: Strenghthen UN bodies in Kenya, Says Kibaki


*Daily Nation: No threat to move UN  missions, says Kibaki
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