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Water: our most precious resource
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                     Bhutan has an abundant resource of freshwater but now  there are signs of stress on water demand, both in terms  of quantity and quality.

                     Class VIII and IX students of Trashigang middle secondary school clean the  midthri drang stream in Trashigang to mark World Environment Day

                  Addressing a gathering in Thimphu to mark “World Environment Day”   Lyonpo Kinzang said that with the increase in population, changing   patterns of water use and the fast pace of socio-economic

development there was tremendous pressure on the watersheds. 

                  “Development activities encroaching on forest land have posed a  challenge for watershed conservation, increasing demand for timber, firewood, and other forest products have negative impacts on the                 watersheds, and glacial lake outburst floods have increasingly  become a threat,” said Lyonpo Kinzang Dorji. 

                  Still Bhutan was in a better position than the global scenario where  “two billion people are dying for water” - the theme for this year’s World Environment Day. One person in six lives without access to   safe drinking water, water related diseases kill a child every eight  seconds, and are responsible for 80 percent of illness and deaths in the developing world.

                  “It calls on each one of us to help safeguard the “most precious source” of life on our planet,” the prime minister added.

                  The resident representative of UNDP, Renata Lok Dessallien said that water use has more than tripled since 1950. “If this trend continues    we will require 40 percent more water than today,” she said. “What is

needed, along with fresh water is fresh thinking. We need to re-learn  how to value water since water problems are related more with  mismanagement rather than scarcity.”

                  While Bhutan has a far better track record in environmental protection than most countries worldwide, “we must not pause long to  applaud the successes,” she said. “As the population of  increases and development activities accelerate, the forces for   conservation and protection will be increasingly threatened by the

alluring prospects of short term gains.”

                  The celebration in Thimphu was highlighted by students of Chang   Gankha lower secondary, Dechencholing lower secondary, and  Khasadrapchu middle secondary school presenting reports on water

quality monitored by their nature clubs. 

                  The prime minister also awarded cash prizes to Lango middle  secondary school in Paro for the best school for “adopt the stream project” and to individuals who took part in the regional art and essay

competition organised by the united nations environment programme   (UNEP).

                  Elsewhere, the day was celebrated by organising mass cleaning and awareness campaigns. About 2000 people in Paro, students of   Drukgyal higher secondary, Lango lower secondary school, the joint   training army, and local people cleaned the catchments of the  Bjitsiphu stream in Drugyal. 

                  Other schools and institutions around the country also organised  similar activities to mark the day.

By Ugyen Penjor

ugyenpen@kuensel.com.bt
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F2 Network

Poor suffer as  world's water seeps away
By Tim Radford in London

June 7 2003
               Underground water, the unseen  source of life for 2 billion people, is  diminishing rapidly almost

               everywhere in the world, according   to a study by the United Nations  Environment Program.

               This was threatening the drinking   water of millions of people and  compounding the ravaging effects of

               drought and famine, the UN warned.

               Across Africa, Asia and Latin  America, groundwater levels are  dropping as much as three metres a

               year. As aquifers dried up, sea   water was seeping into the water   table in coastal areas, causing

               irreversible pollution, the report's   co-author, John Chilton, said in   London. 

               So much water has been pumped   from beneath Mexico City that   buildings have in some places sunk

               two metres.

               The water table under the high   plains in the American Midwest has   fallen on average by three metres    a   decade, and up to 30 metres in  some places.

               Paradoxically, some cities in the  Arabian Gulf have become  waterlogged because of leaking

               pipes from coastal desalination   plants. Twelve cities of more than 10   million people - including Bangkok,    Shanghai, London and Calcutta -  rely on underground water reserves.

               The report, published to mark World  Environment Day on Thursday,  warns that in rural India 50 per cent   of irrigation water and 80 per cent of  drinking water comes from  underground, through 3million              hand-pumped wells.

               About 96 per cent of Saudi Arabia's  water and 69 per cent of   Bangladesh's comes from below

               ground. There are 1300 boreholes   tapping water below Dhaka, the  Bangladeshi capital, and in some

               areas the water table has fallen by   40 metres.

               About 450 million people in 29  countries live with chronic water   shortages, the report says. One

               person in six cannot rely on safe    drinking water. Most importantly,  water means food. It takes 1000

               tonnes of water to grow one tonne of   wheat; 2000 tonnes to produce one   tonne of rice. The worry is that the  people most at risk - small farmers   in poor rural districts - will be the   first to suffer as wells dry and water   tables sink, it says.

               "We need to learn how to value   water," said the UN  Secretary-General, Kofi  Annan."While that may mean    making users pay a realistic price, it   must never mean depriving already    marginalised people. It is one of the    crueller ironies ... that those with the  lowest income generally pay the

               most for their water."

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Bahrain Tribune

June 6, 2003 Friday

HEADLINE: Youngsters highlight need to save the earth, BAHRAIN TRIBUNE
      BODY:

      Water scarcity and the misuse of precious resources were the focus of the World Environment Day

      celebration at the Salman Cultural Centre yesterday.

      Scores of primary and intermediate students took part in a series of activities under the theme 'Water', lined

      up by the Environment Citizenship Programme (ECP) of the Bahrain Women Society (BWS), in coordinaiton

      with the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). The programmes were held under the patronage

      of the Head of the General Commission for the Protection of Marine Resources, Environment and Wildlife

      and Southern Governor, Shaikh Abdullah bin Hamad Al Khalifa. 

      "It is the first time in the 30-year history of this awareness event of the UNEP that the main celebrations

      have been held in the Arab World - Lebanon whose fabled cedar trees have been revered since the

      sea-faring days of the Phoenicians," Dr Basil Yousefy of the UNEP said in his address, highlighting the need

      to save the environment.

      "This year's theme, 'Water' highlights the fact that two billion people are dying for it and echoes one of the

      most pressing environmental issues the planet and its six billion citizens face.

      "The theme also supports the celebrations of 2003 as the International Year of Freshwater," he said, calling

      upon the non-governmental organisations, schools, nurseries and kindergartens to take part in campaigns to

      raise awareness and save the earth.

      The Head of ECP, Sabah Al Asfoor, focused on the achievements of their programme for the kindergartens

      and nurseries, saying that ECP had launched a theme 'My Environment' for projects in kindergartens and

      nurseries to academically motivate students in the environmental issues.

      A play by seven intermediate school students highlighted how sad the earth is with the misuse of its

      resources. The students also presented ways to keep resources alive and save the earth from destruction

      and performed a song on the earth. The ECP members later organised games, quizzes and a question-answer

      session for children, who were also presented gifts.

    ________________________________________________________________________________________

The Hindu 

June 7, 2003 

HEADLINE: GROUNDWATER: UNEP THIRSTS FOR BETTER MANAGEMENT 

      BODY: 

      . Over-exploited aquifers, falling water tables and seawater contamination are threatening the world's natural

      underground reservoirs upon which two billion people depend for drinking water and irrigation, a new United

      Nations report says. The report by the U.N. Environment Programme (UNEP) urges action to better

      manage the globe's groundwater as growing and thirsty cities, industries and agriculture take their toll 

      Entitled 'Groundwater and its Susceptibility to Degradation: A global assessment of the problem and options

      for management', the report concedes, however, that many potential remedies are politically and socially

      difficult unless long-term goals are adopted. 

      It urges water agencies and government water departments to manage groundwater in tandem with rivers,

      lakes and reservoirs in an Integrated Water Management approach. "Some 2 billion people and as much as 40

      per cent of agriculture is at least partly reliant on these hidden stores," a top UNEP official said. "

      Groundwater also supplements river flows, springs and wetlands vital for rural and urban communities and

      wildlife. Indeed, most of the world's liquid freshwaters are found not in rivers and lakes, but below ground,"

      he added. 

      The report cites numerous cases to highlight the global threat. In the United States, 400 million cubic metres

      of groundwater in Arizona are being removed annually, about double the amount being replaced by recharge

      from rainfall, it says. 

      JOURNAL-CODE: FHIN 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Africa News 

June 10, 2003 Tuesday 

HEADLINE: Ghana;  The World Economic Forum's Water Initiative 

      BODY: 

      On June 5, the World Economic Forum, in association with the United Nations Environment Programme

      (UNEP), launched a Water Initiative to create public-private partnerships to improve the management of

      watersheds "from the summit to the sea". 

      Members of the initiative include, among others, top businesses, NGOs, international organizations and

      governments. Their aim is to improve the quality and quantity of water for both business and communities by

      sharing best practices and partnering in the maintenance and management of water and watersheds around

      the world. 

      On the occasion of World Environment Day which fell last week, Jose Maria Figueres, Senior Managing

      Director at the World Economic Forum, said: "Shared responsibility for the management of watersheds from

      mountain ranges to coastal areas will improve the quality and quantity of water for business, populations and

      the environment." Additionally, Klaus Topfer, UNEP Executive Director, stated: "We must not only increase

      public awareness about the challenges the world is facing in relation to water, but we must also change the

      way the water issue is perceived: from being a driver of conflict to being a catalyst for collaboration." Public

      opinion appears to be clear about the urgent need to protect water resources. According to the results of a

      Gallup International survey, more than half of the world's population believes that access to clean drinking

      water should be added to the list of basic human rights even if additional taxes would be required to ensure

      universal access. 

      Responses by the 36,000 people surveyed in 36 countries are strikingly similar: 61% approval in the EU

      (Spain 81% and Ireland 88%), 68% in non-EU countries, 62% in Eastern and Central Europe, 50% in the

      Middle East, 53% in North America, 60% in Latin America, and 56% in Africa. 

      "Reliable access to fresh drinkable water is one of the most important and fundamental issues for many

      communities," said Travis Engen, President and CEO of Alcan Inc., "I am pleased that Alcan can bring to    bear    its 101-year experience with the management of watersheds and water resources to enhance the availability  of this precious resource." 

      The World Economic Forum Water Initiative is intended to facilitate private sector participation in the

      maintenance of watersheds and put water management at the forefront of economic development. 

      The Water Initiative has three principal objectives. First, the initiative will serve as an incubator for

      public-private partnerships that address the importance of watershed management for the environment and

      the need for better use of water in the business production cycle. Second, it aims to contribute to better

      understanding of how to structure and balance the costs and benefits of payments for environmental

      services. Third, it seeks to establish and promote best practices in the management of watersheds and

      related payments for environmental services. "Water resource management is one of the most important

      challenges the world faces. Freshwater is the critical resource of the 21st century and for the future of

      humankind," stated Kristalina Georgieva, Director, Environment, World Bank. 

      Of the Earth's water, 97% is saltwater found in oceans and seas, and 3% is freshwater, of which only 1% is

      available while 2% is currently frozen in glaciers and polar icecaps. More than half of humanity relies on

      water from mountains, often thousands of kilometres away from the source. All of the world's major rivers

      originate in the mountains. 

      "The water crisis in the world is due essentially to the unsustainable use and management of water resources

      and to the destruction of ecosystems such as forests, wetlands and soil that capture, filter, store and

      release water," said Philippe Roch, Director of the Swiss Agency for the Environment, Forests and

      Landscape. If 1.1 billion people do not have access to safe water supplies, some 2.4 billion people do not

      have access to adequate sanitation, causing the death by water-borne diseases of over 3 million people,

      mostly in developing countries, with among them 2 million children. 

      LOAD-DATE: June 9, 2003 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Africa News 

June 6, 2003 Friday 

 HEADLINE: Mozambique;   Country Marks Environment Day Amid Water Shortage 

      BODY: 

      Mozambique celebrated on Thursday the World Environment Day, under the theme "Water, Two billion

      people dying for it", amid serious problems of water supply both in rural and in urban areas. 

      Statistics show that about 36 per cent of the population in the rural areas, where are living about 70 per

      cent of the estimated 17 million Mozambicans, are deprived of clean drinking water, while this figure stands

      at 32 per cent in urban areas. 

      It is thus that the Mozambican government is endeavouring to disseminate the message among the

      population that their participation is essential in the management of water resources. 

      Environmental Promotion National director, with the Environment ministry, Filipe Duarte told AIM that the

      main activity in this effort is to convey, particularly in the Maputo suburbs, the message that the residents'

      participation is essential in water managament. "Since this morning, we have been informing the communities

      of the need to rethink their attitude towards the use of water", he said, adding that "it is necessary to have

      the communities participate actively in water management, through the cleaning of drainage systems and in

      the maintenance of drinking water sources". 

      In urban areas in Mozambique, rain waters create serious sanitation problems because of the poor state of

      the drainage system, thus allowing conditions for the spread of many diseases, while during the dry season

      there is a serious shortage of water, because the water sources are vandalised, and the pipe system is

      obsolete and water keeps leaking and is lost in the streets. During this period, water sources run dry in the

      rural areas. 

      "It is thus necessary to educate people to be prepared to face the situation, and not wait for the authorities

      to solve their water supply problems", said Duarte. 

      In a message to mark the World Environment Day, United Nations Secretary General Kofi Annan warned

      against the "worrying" state of the Earth planet, where water shortage may affect almost half of the world

      population within the next 20 years. 

      Nine months after the Johannesburg summit, where world leaders comitted themselves to try and solve the

      problem of shortage of clean drinking water and basic sanitation, a UN report says that the situation has only

      been worsening, with about two billion people still deprived of it. "Almost two billion people are dying for want  of water", reads the Un report, published on Wednesday. 

      A Mozambican environmentalist, Antonio Reina, associated with the Livaningo, a national NGO, told AIM that "it is good that we celebrate this date, so that we may convey the message that we should all change our

      attitude if we are to continue living in this planet, in this continent and, above all, in this Mozambique". 

      He said that the day is good for launching a "cry for help" through an ever sensitive policy towards the

      fundamental environmental problems, namely access to clean drinking water, and basic sanitation conditions,

      which are the major problems affecting the Third World countries, such as Mozambique. 

      "It is deplorable to find that nine months after the Johannesburg summit on Environment, nothing or very

      little has been done, so far. Many plans and programmes that the world leaders approved are yet to be

      implemented. This state of inaction is worrying", he said. 

      Reina urged the developed countries, because they have more financial means, decision power, and the

      kno-how, to stop caring only for themselves and start taking more interest for the problems of the

      developing countries and have a stronger intervention. 

      "I will stress that, if this fight is to be won, it is imperative to fight against poverty, which is the primary

      problem", said Reina. 

      He defended that some of the ways to achieve this is through giving poor countries more access to the

      world markets and stopping to subsidise agriculture in the developped countries, in order to allow the poor

      countries conditions to start creating conditions to satisfy basic needs such as water supply and sanitation. 

      LOAD-DATE: June 6, 2003 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

FEATURE - Lagos residents thirst for   better water supply

NIGERIA: June 10, 2003

                LAGOS - From five o'clock in the morning to six in the  evening, Sale Ibrahim walks through the streets of  Lagos, selling drinkable water by the bucket to local residents from two large containers he lugs around

with him. 

                Ibrahim, an 18-year-old immigrant from Niger, manages to   earn his meagre living of 500 naira ($3.60) a day because of  the failure of the Lagos State Water Corporation (LSWC) to  provide clean water to most of the city's 12 million-plus  residents.

                The difficulty huge cities like Lagos face in providing clean   water was at the heart of the United Nations World  Environment Day meeting in Beirut on Thursday.

                World leaders say they aim to halve the number of people,  now 1.1 billion, who lack access to safe drinking water.

                The corruption and mismanagement that have dogged  Nigeria since independence in 1960 have taken their toll on  its public utilities. Now, the World Bank is encouraging the   Lagos state government to bring in the private sector to  manage its water, and has earmarked $260 million in loans   for the purpose.

                Experience shows this will not be easy. An attempt to bring    in private sector operators stalled in 2001, after a shortlist of   four European firms had been drawn up.

                WATER BOARD CRIPPLED

                Hassan Kida, a water expert at the World Bank in Nigeria,   said Bank-sponsored projects aim to pave the way for  private investment.

                "If you go and visit treatment works, most of the machines  and equipment have overstayed their lifespan and need to  be replaced," he said.

                Kida said that although the water is perfectly clean after   treatment, problems emerge further down the line.

                Water is rationed in most areas served by the water board. When it stops flowing, sewage leaks into the pipes, spreading diarrhoea and cholera. Pipes are broken into by  people desperate for drinking water, making matters worse.

                A World Bank report from 2001 showed the Lagos water   board was earning only a tiny fraction of its potential revenue.

                The report said the LSWC was producing only 56 percent of  its 680 million litres per day capacity - due partly to an   erratic power supply. Only 10 percent of the water produced   by the company earned any revenue at all, with the rest not  paid for, not charged for, or simply unaccounted for.

                "The Lagos water corporation should get the private sector   involved," said Georges Garbi, a consultant advising the LSWC. "This is the only way that the needed investment  could be brought in to satisfy the present and future demand."

                Although the Lagos state government and local authorities  in Nigeria say they are ready to privatise, environmental  groups fear such a policy would not benefit the poor.

                "Access to water and sanitation...should not be regulated  by the invisible hands of the free market and the interests of  water multinationals," Helene Ballande of Friends of the  Earth told Reuters during a G8 forum on water earlier this  month.

                But until some solution is found, Lagos residents will have   to cope in their usual way, with the poor buying water by the bucket and private operators serving the wealthy.

                REUTERS NEWS SERVICE

_________________________________________________________________________________________
ENS

Europe Celebrates Green Week 2003 
                      BRUSSELS, Belgium, June 5, 2003 (ENS) - Europe's annual Green   Week has taken center stage across the continent this week with high   level ministerial meetings, 26 conference sessions, workshops,                  exhibitions and events featuring environmental issues. 

                      As part of European Green Week and the United Nations World   Environment Day today, Green Days have been organized across  Europe from May 30. Their objective is to focus attention on World                  Environment Day and to highlight European action in support of  environmental protection. 

                      The largest forum of environmental debate and interactive exchange of  views between stakeholders in the European Union, Green Week 2003  is dedicated to turning the commitments made at last summer's                 Johannesburg World Summit on Sustainable Development into concrete  action. 

                      The slogan for Green Week 2003 is “Changing our behavior," indicating    that the time for action, rather than words, has arrived. 

                      On the ministerial side, the first International Conference of the  Johannesburg Renewable Energy Coalition (JREC) was held   Wednesday in Brussels with more than 150 delegates from 80  countries participating. 

                      The Wulfshagen wind farm in   Schleswig Holstein, Germany has six Micon 2000/72 machines,

among the largest wind turbines in  the world. (Photo courtesy NEG Micon)

                      The outcome of the JREC  conference is a set of strategic  priorities that the coalition will

pursue in its work. They include  strengthening the financial   instruments promoting renewable

Conference on Renewables in  Bonn, Germany. 

                      JREC was founded during last summer's World Summit on Sustainable  Development in Johannesburg. It brings together more than 80  countries that are willing to increase the share of renewable energy in  the overall energy mix by using concrete targets and deadlines. 

                      "The result oriented outcome of this conference, the inspiring  discussions and excellent ideas put forward have filled me with  confidence that we will achieve our goal," said Environment  Commissioner Margot Wallstrom, who chaired the conference. 

                      Energy use has increased 20 fold during the 20th century and continues  to rise. Since the end of last century, the EU's demand for energy has  been steadily growing at a rate of between one and two percent per

year. At the moment, the share of renewable energies in the EU's  energy mix is about six percent. 

                      The European Community target for 2010 is 12 percent of gross  national energy consumption, and 22 percent for electricity produced  from renewable energy sources in total Community electricity           consumption. The renewables included in this definition are wind, solar,  geothermal, wave, tidal, hydropower, biomass and landfill gas energy. 

                      While it was concluded that the public sector has to play an important  role to stimulate the flow of investments, there was overall agreement  that the private sector has to become the engine driving the   evelopment of renewable energies. 

                      "This conference has highlighted once again that renewable energy is   at the heart of sustainable development and that it can contribute to  reducing poverty in developing countries," Wallstrom said. "The

coalition has the potential to increase its use, which will make a real  difference." 

                      Wallstrom launched Green Week Monday with UN Environment  Programme Executive Director Klaus Toepfer. Both officials identified  a key objective as securing "behavior change" to achieve "a more

environmentally sustainable lifestyle" under the general banner of  greening production and consumption patterns. 

                      In France, at the Bassin du Drugeon, a new French Ramsar site designated as of World Wetlands Day February 2, officials have  prepared a week of activities centering upon the site's new status under

the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands. There was a public conference  on Tuesday, and today inaugural ceremonies for the new wetlands site  of international importance were held. 

                      Other topics being debated include EU policies on packaging, resource   use, green procurement, waste recycling, chemicals, climate change,   green electricity and corporate environmental responsibility. 

Prince Laurent of Belgium joins   EU Environment Commissioner    Margot Wallstrom at a European Commission Green Week event.

                                                   (Photo courtesy European Commission)

                                                   In her speech opening Green  Week 2003, Wallstrom said the world’s resources will be  enough to satisfy the needs of    everyone even in 50 years time, if humans learn to use them   more efficiently, more equally.

                                                   "We have to cut the link    between economic growth and

environmental degradation and depletion of natural resources," she said. 

                      "Reaching sustainable patterns of consumption and production will    require a change of behavior," Wallstrom said. "We have to liberate  ourselves from well established thinking and behavioral patterns, look

differently at how we are consuming and producing, identify key  measures. Our aim need not be to consume and produce less, but  rather to consume and produce differently and better – to make morefrom less." 

                      Today, World Environment Day, the Green Week debate focused on   water. Discussion centered on the EU Water Initiative and on how to   combat the growing problem of floods. Delegates were able to    participate in a tasting session of drinking water samples taken from cities across Europe. 

                      Wallstrom presented the annual report on bathing water quality for 2002. The report presented today confirms the results seen in previous  years with a high percentage of bathing sites being in compliance with  the compulsory standards in the law. The compliance rate for coastal  sites is 95.8 percent, and for freshwater sites 91.1 percent. 

                      The encouraging results for 2002 were achieved despite the torrential  rainfall and floods, which occurred in central Europe in August and  September 2002. One worrying aspect of the 2002 results was the  tendency of some EU member states to ban bathing at sites which  showed poor compliance or to de-identify such sites rather than    addressing the causes of pollution that led to the poor bathing water  quality. 

                      Speaking at the press conference to launch the 2002 bathing season  report, Wallstrom said, "The impact of water quality on bathers is a clear demonstration of the linkages between environmental quality and

human health. The susceptibility of children to gastric infections and  respiratory illnesses associated with swimming in polluted waters   underlined why we need to maintain our vigilance." 

                      A Green Week 2003 exhibition in the Charlemagne building includes 62 stands, featuring projects realized by environmental organizations and networks, businesses, consumer organizations, educational and

research establishments, and national, regional and local authorities. 

                      Cyber stations with Internet access were available for participants throughout the week. A meeting point facilitated contacts between  participants and stimulated informal discussions. 

                      An Art Gallery will permanently display the winning entries in the    Green Week 2003 painting and sculpture competitions. About 50 works   will be on display, featuring the creativity and vision of children aged

                      five to 16 from around the world. 

                      In Trento, Italy, an exhibition, workshops and conferences on   environmental education have been in progress since May 26 and will continue through Saturday. 

                      Birmingham, England is marking Environment Week with displays and   events each covering a different environmental theme each day   organized by the Birmingham City Council. Environmental issues

related to food, health, noise pollution, business, technologies, and waste all received attention this week. 

                      Young people beat drums for the environment at  Aberdeen's first Green City Fund Day in 2002.

                      (Photo courtesy City of  Aberdeen)

                      In Aberdeen, Scotland,  Green Day will take  place at Aberdeen  Beach on Saturday

                      when the second   Green City Fun Day and Sale is expected to be the biggest environmental event the city has  ever seen. Interactive stands and exhibits will provide entertainment and education on the environment while adults can attend workshops    on such subjects as home composting. 

                      Hungary's Veszprém County is participating in Green Week with   practical activities such as tidying up after construction of sewage   works, planting flowers, collecting litter, and maintenance of inland

water drainage ditches. Veszprém County Council today hosted an   International Environmental Protection Conference centered on local   capacity building for environmental protection. 

                      Secondary schools in Eastern European countries are introducing    environmental topics in their curricula by using Green Pack, a  multimedia educational package put together by the Regional                    Environmental Centre for Central and Eastern Europe (REC). 

                      "We cannot change the national educational curricula, but we can adapt  to them," said Robert Atkinson, head of programs for REC, who  attended the Green Week Conference in Brussels. 

                      To date, Green Pack has been used in Poland, Hungary and Bulgaria.   It is now being introduced in the Czech Republic, Slovakia and  Macedonia. Green Pack is aimed at secondary school students aged 12

to 16. The package containing a CD, a video tape and a manual  focuses on environmental topics and is distributed for free. 

                      Commissioner Wallstrom brings the curtain down on Green Week 2003  with a gala evening and awards ceremony at Brussels' Résidence   Palace tonight. The Environment Awards recognize the achievements

of local authorities and urban networks in promoting urban sustainability and mobility, environmentally friendly public transport services and   public greenways. 

                   Copyright Environment News Service (ENS) 2003. All Rights Reserved.
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All Africa News

African Environment Ministers Meet in Maputo

Agencia de Informacao de Mocambique

(Maputo)

June 9, 2003 

Maputo 

Mozambican President Joaquim Chissano warned on Monday that, since the"Earth Summit" held in Rio de Janeiro in 1992, there had been "a lack of political will to make available the resources necessary for the balanced and harmonious development of the planet".

Speaking at the opening in Maputo of a Special Session of the Conference of African Environment Ministers, Chissano said that, despite all the commitment expressed verbally at Rio, "we are still witnessing a pattern of

development that steps up the unsustainable use of natural resources".

This was characterised by rising levels of atmospheric pollution, which speeded up global warming, and the degradation of ecosystems and the world environment.

Chissano added that, despite its natural wealth, Africa remains the poorest continent on the planet, with over 40 per cent of its population living below the poverty line.

"Even decades after independence", he said, "we remain mostly restricted to the role of exporters of raw materials, which are exchanged, under extremely unfavourable conditions, for finished goods".

The distorted international trading system, he accused, reinforced Africa' poverty, and stimulated the flight of trained African staff away from the continent.

Chissano regarded NEPAD (New Partnership for Africa's Development) as Africa's response to such challenges. The strength of NEPAD, he said, "is the fact that it is an endogenous process, designed and directed by African

leaderships to confront the problems of the region, and promote the sustainable development and well-being of African peoples".

This session of the Environment Ministers has been called to debate the NEPAD Environmental Initiative Action Plan. Listing the key environmental issues facing Africa, Chissano said the top priorities must be conserving

natural resources, combatting soil degradation, drought and desertification, and preserving wetlands.

He also stressed the prevention and control of "exotic and invasive species", as well as the combat against climate change, which results in extreme weather events.

The NEPAD Environmental Initiative, Chissano added, stressed "the interaction between environmental and health matters, as well as the transfer of environmentally sustainable technologies, and the management

of natural disasters based on risk assessment, early warning, and timely acts of prevention and response".

He regarded the Environmental Initiative as key to the struggle against poverty, to wealth creation, and to gaining market access "based on the sharing of appropriate technologies and on the ecological sustainability of

life on earth".

Chissano said the Initiative should be viewed "as a plan in which each African country has an important role to play for its own benefit and for that of the continent as a whole".

Through this NEPAD initiative "Africa is showing the world its ability to design solutions for its own sustainable development".

Chissano hoped that, in the implementation of the initiative, Africa would receive the support of the developed countries. They would not only be fulfilling a moral imperative, but would also "defend the future of all humanity, including their own peoples".

The Environmental Initiative Action Plan will be submitted to the heads of state summit of the African Union, due to take place in Maputo in early July. The current meeting is attended by about 100 delegates, including a large number of Environment Ministers and Deputy Ministers. The United Nations is represented by Klaus Toepfer, the Executive Director of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP).

Contrary to initial expectations, the South African and Nigerian presidents, Thabo Mbeki ad Olusegun Obasanjo, are not attending the Maputoenvironmental meeting.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

The Nation, Seychelles

World Environment Day focuses on  water
                         The theme for this year's World Environment    Day, "Water - Two billion people are dying

                         for it!", was addressed on Wednesday June 4  by Environment Minister, Mr Ronny Jumeau.

                         Minister Jumeau was speaking at Freedom   Square at the end of a march to celebrate

                         the local theme for Environment Day, "Save  the Turtles".

                         The audience included representatives of  SIF, SCMRT-MPA, SPDF, PUC, MCSS,

                         the Maritime Training College, other  businesses and NGOs and a large number of

                         pupils from schools from across the country.

                         The Minister said that even in today's    computer age, 2.4 billion people lack access

                         to adequate sanitation and that one billion do   not have regular access to safe drinking

                         water, leading to water related diseases  claiming the life of a child every eight  seconds.

          Minister Jumeau said that this placed a moral   obligation and duty upon those of us who                          have access to safe drinking water to do everything we can not to waste it, as it is a  luxury for millions of others around the  world.

                         Linking water scarcity to population growth,  climate change, pollution, wastage, over                       consumption and the clearing of forests, the  Minister said that all of these factors are  present to some extent in Seychelles.

                         Minister Jumeau said that, in order to better  appreciate and cherish our fresh water, fresh

                         thinking is required, adding,"We need to learn to value water, pure and   simple.

                         It is never too early to start, but it can, too  often, be too late."

                         The Minister later told the press that fresh  water is not the problem in Seychelles that it

                         is internationally and that a lot of the  literature from UNEP on fresh water is not

                         so much about saving fresh water as  providing it to the two billion people who do

                         not have access to it, but added that this is  not to say that there are no fresh water

                         problems in Seychelles. Minister Jumeau said  that the Environment ministry had noticed an

                         upsurge in people not respecting rivers,  streams, even reservoirs, saying that,

                         "From that perspective the global focus on  fresh water theme is pertinent, from the

                         perspective of respecting our sources of  natural water and doing more to capture

                         whatever fresh water we can."

                         The Minister explained that the ministry is   preparing a national wet lands policy, which

                         does not mean that previously there was no   policy, simply that, though the laws existed,

                         they were never put together in one  document, and he suggested that this   oversight may be because the focus has   instead been on the sea, the coral reefs, the   beaches, erosion and other more obvious   problems.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

The Daily Nation 

Tuesday, June 10, 2003  

Donors back $60m power plan
By STEPHEN MBURU 

                      A Sh4.5 billion project to end frequent power blackouts has won donor   backing. 

                      The project – expected to be completed by May next year – would improve  power distribution, said Energy minister Achillo Ayacko.  

                      The country would not experience any more power blackouts after May,  thanks to funding by the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank,  he said. 

                      Power outages were caused by a weak distribution system and  transmission lines, which were vulnerable to heavy downpours and strong  winds, said Mr Ayacko, who accused the previous Kanu government of  neglecting the distribution system.  

                      "We are consulting with IMF and the World Bank to fund the strengthening  of distribution and transmission lines. We need around $60 million (about  Sh4.5 billion). The problem will be behind us in due course, perhaps by May  next year,'' he told journalists after he opened a Renewable Energy and                  Energy Efficiency Partnership (REEEP) regional conference at Unep  headquarters in Gigiri, Nairobi.  

                      It was discouraging that sugar factories, apart from Mumias, continued to  import electricity from the national grid, while they could export it if they   were self-reliant. 

                      "Mumias Sugar Factory is already contributing a capacity of 2Mw to the  national power grid and has the potential for expanding production," said the  minister. 

                      The two-day conference, organised by the African Energy Policy Research  Network (AFEPREN), brings together delegates from Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania, Ethiopia and Mauritius. 

                      It is sponsored by REEEP, a UK-government initiative, aimed at boosting  sustainable energy and was launched last year in South Africa during the  World Summit on Sustainable Development. 

                      The conference is focusing on renewable energy and efficiency technologies and policies which deliver jobs and clean energy cheaply.  

                      __________________________________________________________________________________________

Taipei Times
Environmental consequences of   war loom large
                   Scientists are attempting to systematically record the effects  of conflict on the earth's biology, leading to concerns that we may be causing more damage than we thought  By Arne Jernelov
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                   Concern about the environmental consequences of war probably started after the first atomic bombs were dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki at the end of World War II,  when no one knew how long lasting the radioactive  contamination would be or what clean-up measures could be  taken. During the Cold War, the environmental effects of an  all-out nuclear confrontation became a matter of forecast  and speculation, illustrated by the concept of "nuclear  winter." 

                  It wasn't just nuclear weapons that incited these fears. The   use of Agent Yellow and Agent Orange as defoliants during   the Vietnam War gave rise to an intensive debate about -- and some investigations of -- such chemicals' toxicological   and ecological effects. Before the first Gulf War in 1991, there was discussion

                   of the possible effects on the global climate if Iraq set the Kuwaiti oilfields on   fire -- which subsequently became the prime image of that war's environmental  impact. 

                   Attempts have been made ever since to systematically examine and document  the environmental consequences of wars. Studies of the Balkan wars and the  many wars that consumed Afghanistan during the 1990s have been launched  through international organizations like the UN Environment Program (UNEP).

Unfortunately, Africa's wars -- in Congo, Rwanda and Burundi, Liberia, Sierre   Leone, and the Ivory Coast -- have not yet received the attention they require. 

                   What have we learned about the environmental consequences of wars? First   of all the effects depend upon the type of war and the type of environment. A  high-tech armed conflict has different -- and not necessarily more benign --  effects than one fought with machetes. A war in the jungles of Southeast Asia  is different from one in the deserts of Kuwait or one in the mountains of  Afghanistan. 

                   Despite these vast differences, it is possible to draw some conclusions:       

  Effects following destruction of infrastructure. These include burning oil wells,  along with chemical or radioactive spills from bombed factories or storage  facilities, bacterial contamination of water when sewage-treatment systems are  destroyed, and flooded or dessicated lands following the destruction of dams and irrigation systems; 

                   Effects of physical or chemical impact on land cover. This category includes   erosion and lack of regrowth -- or significantly different growth -- following  deforestation, sand drift caused by damage to the "desert crust," or beach  erosion after destruction of coral reefs (e.g., by oil spills or bombs). 

                   Effects of chemicals used by armed forces. Restrictions on civilian use are  often not applied to the military. Thus, Soviet-built tanks and artillery use PCB's   in their hydraulic systems, airplanes in combat mission add ozone destroying  halons to their fuel, and marine units use organic-tin compounds in the paint   used on their hulls; 

                   Effects of the weapons themselves. Ordinary bullets often consist of lead,   tank-buster missiles contain uranium, and explosives are organic nitrogen  compounds, sometimes containing mercury. Moreover, mines, bombs, and grenades that failed to explode during combat often continue to render areas              inaccessible both for humans and larger animals long after a war ends. 

                   Among the environmental effects are also health effects following exposure to  hazardous materials, such as inhalation of smoke from burning oil fields or  uranium dust, resulting in asthma and possibly lung cancer. Other health  problems, such as "Gulf War Syndrome," have proven more difficult to assign     to any specific cause, despite much research. Among the explanations are the  combinations of pesticide-fogging military camps, the treatment with a bromide  compound, the use of insect repellents, vaccinations and exposure to depleted  uranium. Exposure to chemical warfare agents following the detonation of Iraq   munitions in Khamisiyah has been discussed as a cause of the syndrome. 

                   The massive scale of many wars and their impact is a special factor in their   environmental impact. The amount of oil pumped into the Persian Gulf by the  Iraqis in 1991, probably to prevent an American Normandy-style landing, was over a million barrels and most likely close to 1.3 million tonnes -- 50 times the

                   amount released from the tanker "Prestige" off the Spanish coast last fall and   forty times as much oil as ravaged the coast of Alaska in the 1980's, after the  Exxon Valdez disaster. 

                   Given the logistics involved in large-scale wars, there are also significant  indirect or second-order effects, such as when a civilian oil tanker on route to  Vietnam with fuel for America's forces there ran aground on the coral island of Kiltan in the Laccadives. 

                   The environmental consequences measured in economic terms are also   significant. The cost of environmental restoration from oil on 640km of Saudi  beaches after the 1991 Gulf War was US$540 million. Removal of some 1.6  million landmines in Kuwait cost in more than US$400 million. These are only                  two components of the environmental debt of that war. 

                   Paradoxically, while wars are environmentally destructive, former military   zones, both within and between countries, often become wildlife refuges where  endangered plant and animal species thrive. In Europe, both the black stork and  the European sturgeon have survived in such areas, and the former line of                 demarcation between East and West Germany is today a biodiversity  sanctuary. 

                   Arne Jernelov is a professor of environmental biochemistry, an honorary scholar and former director of the International Institute of Applied  Systems Analysis in Vienna and a UN expert on environmental

catastrophes. 

______________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

UN climate body dampens hope as   rejects projects
                GERMANY: June 10, 2003

                BONN, Germany - A United Nations climate change  body has held its first review of projects aimed at

                reducing greenhouse gas emissions around the globe - and failed to approve a single one. 

                "Don't expect miracles," Hans Jurgen Stehr, chairman of    the executive board of the Clean Development Mechanism, told Reuters yesterday after announcing the results of the  study.

                "In many ways these are pioneers. Many had valuable  ideas," he said on the sidelines of a climate change  conference in Bonn, Germany.

                Under the 1997 Kyoto Protocol, richer nations are allowed  to fund projects such as wind farms and solar energy parks  in developing countries and get credits towards their own  goals of cutting emissions of carbon dioxide and other  so-called greenhouse gases blamed for global warming.

                Twelve projects were presented to the U.N. body. The answer on each occasion was no.

                The backers of three projects in Brazil, a landfill plant in  South Africa, a wind farm in Jamaica and a project in South  Korea will, however, be able to resubmit revised  applications at the end of June. The backers in each case  argued they would reduce the emissions of greenhouse  gases such as carbon dioxide.

                "We have to answer the question: why would this not have  happened anyway," said Christine Zumkeller, coordinator of   the U.N's cooperative mechanisms programme.

                A country with many fast-flowing rivers could, for example,  argue it is helping the planet by building hydro-electric   plants instead of burning fossil fuels, but regulators say that   may not be a legitimate argument if the fossil fuel plant was   not a viable alternative in the first place.

                The debate is likely to increase in coming years if the  Kyoto Protocol takes effect and if a U.N. climate change   summit in Milan in December agrees to give richer nations   credits for planting trees that absorb carbon dioxide.

                Most industrial nations, with the notable exception of the   United States, the world's largest polluter, have ratified the  Kyoto Protocol, which seeks to reduce greenhouse gas  emissions below 1990s levels by 2012.

                Under a complex weighting system, it would take effect if   Russia ratified it as it has pledged to do.

                Greenhouse gases are widely blamed for global warming,  which threatens to raise sea levels by melting polar ice  caps and to exacerbate droughts and flooding.

REUTERS NEWS SERVICE 
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ENS

 Rich Countries' Greenhouse Gas Emissions  Ballooning 

                      BONN, Germany, June 9, 2003 (ENS) - The emissions of carbon  dioxide and other greenhouse gases from Europe, Japan, the United   States and other industrialized countries could grow by 17 percent from

2000 to 2010, despite measures in place to curb them, according to a   new United Nations report. Greenhouse gases blanket the Earth, trapping the Sun's heat close to the planet's surface. 

                      Based on projections provided by the governments themselves, the  report is under consideration at a two week meeting of the UN Climate  Change Convention’s 190 member governments that opened at the

Maritim Hotel in Bonn Wednesday. It is intended to help governments   plan their future climate change strategies. 

                      “These findings clearly demonstrate that stronger and more creative   policies will be needed for accelerating the spread of climate friendly   technologies and persuading businesses, local governments and citizens   to cut their greenhouse gas emissions,” said Joke Waller Hunter,   executive secretary of the UN Climate Change Convention. 

                                      Joke Waller-Hunter of the Netherlands is executive  secretary of the United Nations Climate Change   Convention. (Photo courtesy IISD/ENB-Leila Mead)

                                      Emissions rose in all major economic sectors,  including energy, transport, industry and

                                      agriculture. The exception was waste  management, where emissions declined slightly.

                                      The figures do not include emissions and removals  from land use change and forestry. 

                      Governments adopted a more comprehensive set of policies and   measures during 2000 and 2001 for addressing their emissions such as  emissions trading, carbon taxes and green certificate trading. The

greatest number of policies and measures are being put to use in the  energy sector. 

                      The value of this report, an official UN document entitled "Compilation  and Synthesis of Third National Communications," has been improved  by the growing quantity, quality and timeliness of the underlying national   reports, called national communications, the Climate Change  Convention Secretariat says. 

                      Thirty-one third national communications from developed countries  have been submitted along with 100 initial national communications  from developing countries. 

                      The emissions of Central and Eastern European countries are starting   to increase as their economies recover from early and mid-1990s lows,  says the report based on projections provided by these governments. 

                      Developed countries saw their combined emissions fall during the  1990s, by three percent, due to a 37 percent decline in the emissions of    Central and Eastern European countries. 

                      Greenhouse gas  emissions billow from  the Corus Steel Works, Teesside, England (Photo

                      by Ian Britton courtesy    FreeFoto)

                      Most of the reductions   in the emissions from developed countries  was due to the steep                      economic decline in  the countries of  eastern Europe and  the former USSR, resulting from the transition from centrally planned  to market economies and associated structural changes, the secretariat  says. In recent years most of these countries have experienced appreciable economic growth which is projected to lead to increased

emissions in the future. 

                      Greenhouse gas emissions in the highly industrialized countries as a  whole rose by eight percent from 1990 to 2000. According to the report, the European Union’s total emissions decreased by 3.5 percent

from 1990 to 2000, with individual member states varying between a  decrease of 19 percent and an increase of 35 percent. 

                      Emissions increased in most other highly industrialized countries - five  percent in New Zealand, 11 percent in Japan, 14 percent in the United  States, 18 percent in Australia, and 20 percent in Canada. 

                      With very few exceptions, the secretariat says, the reporting   governments underlined the importance of the 1997 Kyoto Protocol in  shaping their domestic climate policy responses. They said their

emissions reduction targets under the protocol are a first step towards  long term and continued emission reductions. 

                      This international treaty under the UN Climate Change Convention  requires 37 industrialized countries to reduce their emission of six  greenhouse gases an average of 5.2 percent of 1990 emissions during

the five year period 2008-2012. 

                      The protocol broke new ground with three innovative mechanisms -  joint implementation, the clean development mechanism (CDM) and  emissions trading. These aim to maximize the cost effectiveness of

climate change mitigation by allowing parties to the protocol to pursue   opportunities to cut emissions, or enhance carbon sinks, more cheaply  abroad than at home. 

                                                          Trucks emit greenhouse  gases such as carbon                                                       dioxide (Photo by Kevin Chandler courtesy NREL)  The cost of curbing                                                      emissions varies  considerably from  region to region as a     result of such  differences as energy

  sources, energy efficiency and waste  management. The  parties may maximize the effectiveness of their funding for climate change mitigation by cutting emissions, or increasing removals, where it  is cheapest to do so, given that the impact on the atmosphere is the same. 

                      The Executive Board of the Kyoto Protocol's Clean Development    Mechanism (CDM) met over the weekend, and for the first time, considered methodologies needed for evaluating and monitoring CDM

projects. If such methodologies are approved, the first CDM projects  could be registered during the third quarter of 2003. 

                      At a side event on poverty and climate change Waller-Hunter    introduced a report entitled, "Poverty and climate change: Reducing the vulnerability of the poor through adaptation." 

                      World Bank representative Kristalina Georgieva said the report offers adaptation measures that will assist developing countries to deal with the impacts of climate change and reduce their vulnerability. 

                      Although the United States will not ratify the Kyoto Protocol under  President George W. Bush, U.S. Agriculture Secretary Ann Veneman Friday announced that for the first time, the U.S. Department of

Agriculture will give consideration to management practices that store   carbon dioxide and reduce greenhouse gases in implementing forest and agriculture conservation programs. 

                      “Farmers, ranchers and forestland owners can play a unique role in reducing the greenhouse gas intensity of the U.S. economy,” Veneman said. 

                      Generally, the UN report concludes, climate change has increased in   importance in the national policy agendas of countries that are Parties  to the Convention. Linkages were established in a number of national

communications between climate change issues, such as energy and  mobility, and sustainable development. 
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UN or UNEP in the news

Open University receives A/C and refrigeration training equipment 
Daily News, Sri Lanka, June 10, 2003 - National Ozone Unit (NOU) of the Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources in collaboration with United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) donated air conditioning and refrigeration training equipment to the Mechanical Engineering Department of the Open University. 
http://www.dailynews.lk/2003/06/10/new27.html


Water: our most precious resource
Kuensel, Buhutan's National Newspaper, Bhutan - Monday, June 09 - Bhutan has an abundant resource of freshwater but now there are signs of stress on water demand, both in terms of quantity and quality.
Addressing a gathering in Thimphu to mark “World Environment Day” Lyonpo Kinzang said that with the increase in population, changing patterns of water use and the fast pace of socio-economic development there was tremendous pressure on the watersheds.
… The prime minister also awarded cash prizes to Lango middle secondary school in Paro for the best school for “adopt the stream project” and to individuals who took part in the regional art and essay competition organised by the united nations environment programme (UNEP).

http://www.kuenselonline.com/article.php?sid=2946 

Iran signs document related to Stockholm Convention

IranMania News, Iran, Monday, June 09, 2003 - Tehran, June 8 - Deputy Director of Foreign Ministry Disarmament Treaties Department Rashid Bayat Mokhtari and the United Nations Development Program (UNDP) Resident Representative Frederick Lyons here on Sunday signed the document on implementation of Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants, IRNA reported.
… "The UN Environment Fund will extend a credit worth dlrs 500,000 to each country to enable it to apply the convention to 12 items detrimental to the environment and man," he added.
http://www.iranmania.com/News/ArticleView/Default.asp?NewsCode=16075&NewsKind=Current%20Affairs

Keeping environment clean and safe 
Independent-bangladesh, June 09, 2003 - Sir, - Judith Achieng has written UNEP was formed in June 1972 soon after the intergovernmental conference on environment held in Stockholm, Sweden during which it was mandated to act as a catalyst and forum for discussing environmental issues within the UN system. Since then a number of conventions dealing with specific environmental issues such as decertification, climate change and protection of the Ozone layer have been passe but their secretariat are scattered around the world.
Habitat was established seven years later following the first UN conference on human settlements in Vancouver, Canada in 1976. Both institutions are based in the Kenyan capital of Nairobi.
…Toepfer who chaired the task force was appointed to head Habitat, a post he took from Darshan Johal who left Nairobi after a three-month stint. Toepfer said his appointment does not mean move to merge the two bodies. ''There are vital overlapping between UNEP and Habitat, but they remain distinctively different bodies,'' he told journalists here.
http://independent-bangladesh.com/news/jun/09/09062003lt.htm#A2
Workshop for enforcement agencies 
The Hindu, India (By Our Special Correspondent) - CHENNAI JUNE 9. A one-day workshop on `Ozone Depleting Substances (ODS)' for Customs and other stakeholder departments was organised recently in Chennai by the National Academy of Customs, Excise and Narcotics (NACEN), Southern Region, aimed at training the enforcement agencies in environmental problems. The meet addressed issues relating to the obligations under the Montreal Protocol, the laws relating to control of production, use, export and import, the smuggling scenario, methods to combat illegal trade and methods of identification of substances. 
K.M. Nair, Additional Director-General, NACEN, Southern Region, outlining the objectives of the workshop attended by 18-trainee officers drawn from Coast Guard, Customs Chemical Laboratory, Customs and Central Excise, said the meeting highlighted the importance of the role played by customs officials guarding the economic boundaries through sea, land and air routes. The programme was organised by the NACEN, apex training institution in India imparting training to customs, central excise and narcotics and other agencies within the country and abroad and the Ozone Cell of the Union Ministry of Environment and Forests, nodal unit to implement the Montreal Protocol in India, a signatory country and monitored and funded by the UNEP. 
T.R. Rustagi, Chief Commissioner of Customs, and K. Parasuraman, Chief Commissioner of Customs (Preventive), Tamil Nadu, addressed the trainees.
http://hinduonnet.com/stories/2003061007240300.htm 

General environment news

RIAU COVERED BY THICK HAZE
Straits Times, Singapore, June 10, 2003 - THICK haze blanketed Riau province yesterday as farmers stepped up clearing their land using the slash and burn method, ahead of next season's planting.
Officials in Pekanbaru said sporadic electricity blackouts were thwarting efforts to monitor hotspots but business and schools were continuing to operate as usual and flight schedules remained unchanged.
http://straitstimes.asia1.com.sg/asia/story/0,4386,193916,00.html 

_________________________________________________________________________________________


Bahrain 
Ozone Layer has to be protected

The international community must work together to put in place regulations and practices to protect the earth’s ozone layer, a leading Bahraini environmentalist said yesterday.

All countries, riche or poor, must adhere to international agreements, said General Commission of Marine Resources, Environment and Wildlife secretary-general Dr. Ismail Al-Madani.

“The depletion of the ozone layer is a problem that knows no georgraphic or political boundaries.” He said.

“All countries should double their efforts to implement international agreements and protocols and also implement national and regional progammes.   They should especially concentrate on using new technologies which minimize the use of ozone depleting substances (ODS) and in turn, protect human health and the environment”

Dr Al Madani was speaking at the opening of a meeting for ODS officers from around the region at Elite Hotel yesterday.

The event, which goes on until Wednesday, has been organized by UNEP/ROWA, under the patronage of commission chairman Shaikh Abdulla Bin Hamed Al Khalifa.

Among the main topics of discussion are regional and national action plans to phase out ODS, as required by the Montreal Protocol.

All countries in the region are party to the protocol except Iraq and Palestine.

All parties of the protocol have committed themselves to put in place national action plans for phasing out ODS in their respective countries.  

The protocol obliges all developing countries to phase out ODS used in many sectors such as the registration and air-conditioning industry, the foam industry, fire fighting, aerosols and solvents as soon as possible but no later than January 1, 2010.

UNEP/ROWA regional director Mahmood Yousif Abdulraheem said Bahrain was one of the more cooperative countries in the region when it came to implementing international environmental agreements.

“We would like to see the same level of commitment shown by all countries in region”  he said.  UN Secretariat for the Multilateral Fund for the Implementation of the Montreal Protocol environmental affairs officer Valery Smirnov said that, with the support of the fund, developing countries had been able to comply with the protocol.

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/
http://www.alayam.com/
Lebanon
Project aims to improve environmental law 

Environment ministry seeks more authority to enforce regulations 

SELDAS will identify problems that result from absence of legislation 

The Environment Ministry will finally have executive authority against environmental violations, following a 30-month project aimed at strengthening the capacities of institutions responsible for drafting environmental legislation and regulations. 

The project, Strengthening the Environmental Legislation Development and Application System in Lebanon (SELDAS), is a joint effort among the ministry, the United Nations Education, Scientific and Cultural Organization and the Cousteau Ecotechinie Chair at Balamand University. 

In 2002, the ministry issued  an “Environment Code,” to start punishing polluters, but it failed due to the government’s inability to implement legislation and regulations. 

SELDAS will categorize and differentiate between environmental damage that results from a lack of proper legislation and regulations, and that which  results from a lack of proper implementation of existing legislation and regulations. 

A ceremony to begin the project was held Friday at the Phoenicia Inter-Continental Hotel in Beirut. Environment Minister Fares Boueiz promised that soon the environment will be protected through legislation and regulations. 

Boueiz said his first mission will be to strengthen executive authority. On Monday he will meet with Parliament’s Justice Committee and Environment Committee, and will work with Aley MP Akram Chehayeb, president of the Environmental Committee and former environment minister, to establish environmental laws that eliminate “the need to pass through the government’s detours. 

“Once these laws are provided, the ministry will be able to personalize its own projects and control pollution,” he said. 

Boueiz also said environmental law was insufficient in the absence of public awareness, and that it “will be provided through enhancing school’s programs on environmental issues.” 

Chehayeb said: “The environmental code, which was issued after four years of hard work, is short of some 20 decrees to take real effect.” 

However, he said he hopes SELDAS’ objectives will be met, and protect the environment and punish polluters. 

Environmentalist Francine Cousteau, the widow of Jacques Cousteau and president of Equipe Cousteau, said she admired Lebanon for its initiative to protect the environment and natural resources. 

Cousteau said that environmental law should be enhanced with the participation of universities. “The elaboration of environmental legislation should be a collaboration between local universities, the Environmental Committee and the concerned nongovernmental organizations,” she said. 

Patrick Renauld, who is the head of the delegation of the European Commission in Lebanon, said he that would “assist the ministry in completing the basic regulations.” 

Renauld said the commission cannot help the concerned parties get approval for the application decrees, nor apply these decrees to persons who have no sense of civics. But he said the commission, the project’s primary funding source, is ready to raise awareness on that issue. He invited participants to attend a debate on the issue on June, 21, during the Europa program that will be aired on the National Broadcasting Network. 

Balamand University President Eli Salem said that protecting the environment should be a principal concern of government, universities and the private sector, particularly in the face of increasing pollution. 

He added that the university will work to help implement the project by promoting environmental law as an area of study for graduate students. 

http://www.dailystar.com.lb/09_06_03/art16.asp
Environnement - Congrès organisé par Green Line à l’Ordre des ingénieurs

Une plage publique à Ramlet el-Baïda, réclament les ONG 

La plage de sable de Ramlet el-Baïda restera-t-elle ouverte au public, jouant le rôle d’un exutoire majeur pour la population ? L’association écologique Green Line, qui a dénoncé plus d’une fois la fermeture de cette plage au public et l’existence d’un projet privé de développement sur le site, a organisé hier une conférence au siège de l’Ordre des ingénieurs, à Bir Hassan, pour réclamer « l’expropriation par le conseil municipal des terrains privés sur cette partie de la côte et la création d’une plage publique digne de ce nom », comme l’a indiqué le président de l’association, Salmane Abbas. Plusieurs représentants d’associations écologiques de différentes régions étaient présents, ainsi que des Beyrouthins intéressés et des membres du comité de l’environnement de l’Ordre des ingénieurs. Akram Chéhayeb, président de la commission parlementaire de l’Environnement, a fait une intervention, mais aucun député de Beyrouth ne s’était déplacé pour l’occasion. La municipalité de Beyrouth et le ministère des Transports ont refusé de se faire représenter, selon les organisateurs. 

M. Abbas a indiqué que la majorité des terrains à Ramlet el-Baïda appartient désormais à des sociétés liées au président du Conseil des ministres, Rafic Hariri, tout en précisant que l’action n’était dirigée contre personne, mais était menée en faveur d’une plage publique devenue vitale pour les habitants de la capitale. Ce qui en empêcherait l’aménagement, c’est la construction d’un grand complexe balnéaire à même le site, toujours entouré de flou, mais à propos duquel M. Abbas a révélé certaines informations qu’il a obtenues récemment. « Il s’agirait d’un projet privé appelé Copacabana, doté d’une marina et d’une plage privée sur 550 mètres », a-t-il dit. « La création d’une plage publique serait prévue, mais sur 310 mètres de côte seulement, et qui plus est, sur des terrains privés ! Cela signifie que le propriétaire peut réclamer sa terre n’importe quand. Les deux terrains appartenant à la municipalité seraient consacrés à l’exploitation de restaurants. Le tout serait géré par une société privée. »

Pour sa part, M. Chéhayeb, à l’instar des autres participants au congrès, a insisté sur le droit sacré des Libanais à l’accès à la mer. Pour ce qui concerne Ramlet el-Baïda, il a estimé qu’il s’agissait d’une « lutte entre une réalité juridique existante et un refus populaire ». Mais il a appelé à « l’ouverture de tout le dossier des biens-fonds maritimes au Liban parce que le problème ne se limite pas à un site en particulier ». 

Abdel-Hamid Fakhoury, membre du conseil municipal de Beyrouth, opposé au projet, a rappelé que la revendication d’une plage publique à Ramlet el-Baïda reposait sur des arguments juridiques solides, puisque « le Conseil des ministres a pris une décision en ce sens en 1983, confirmée en 1984 ». Selon lui, « après la destruction de l’escalier qui menait à la plage, les baigneurs doivent aujourd’hui emprunter une petite échelle en bois dangereuse pour se rendre à la mer ». 

Par ailleurs, plusieurs participants ont également fait remarquer que le code de l’environnement, adopté en 2002, énonce très clairement le droit à l’accès libre à la mer et aux fleuves. Ce droit social est aussi de plus en plus une nécessité populaire. M. Abbas a rendu publiques les conclusions d’une étude effectuée en juillet 2002 par Green Line auprès des baigneurs à Ramlet el-Baïda, et qui montre que 49 % d’entre eux fréquentaient cette plage pour la première année (notamment en raison de la dégradation de leurs conditions économiques), que 30 % s’y rendaient pour la deuxième année consécutive et que 21 % seulement y venaient depuis trois ans ou plus.

Autre argument évoqué par plusieurs intervenants : le concept du tourisme change dans le monde. Le touriste recherche les sites naturels et caractéristiques, et non pas des hôtels impersonnels.

Enfin, les recommandations nées de ce congrès ont été divisées en deux parties, l’une consacrée au littoral en général, axée surtout sur le droit des citoyens à avoir accès à toutes les plages et à la suppression des agressions contre le littoral. L’autre partie traite plus spécifiquement du cas de Ramlet el-Baïda, les revendications principales portant sur la création d’une plage publique, l’expropriation des terrains de la part du conseil municipal et la réhabilitation du site afin qu’il devienne plus sûr et adapté aux besoins des baigneurs. Un comité civil devrait être formé à l’issue de ce congrès, afin d’assurer un suivi. 

Mais si la campagne se poursuit, elle devrait, comme l’affirme M. Fakhoury, être adoptée par les Beyrouthins, « parce que cette plage leur appartient, et que s’ils ne luttent pas pour la garder, personne ne peut rien pour eux ».

http://www.lorient-lejour.com.lb/
Interview - Le directeur régional du Pnue à Beyrouth pour la Journée de l’environnement

« Les pays arabes ne peuvent plus se permettre d’ignorer les stratégies de gestion de l’eau 

[image: image1.jpg]



M. Abdel Rahman indique que le pnue a un projet de lutte contre la désertification dans les pays arabes. 

Dynamique et souriant, Mahmoud Youssef Abdel Rahim, directeur du bureau régional d’Asie occidentale du Programme des Nations unies pour l’environnement (Pnue), ne ménage pas ses critiques aux pays arabes, et notamment au Liban, pour leur gestion des ressources hydrauliques. « Quand on est pauvre en eau, il est indispendable d’apprendre à économiser ses ressources », fait-il observer. Dans une interview accordée à L’Orient-Le Jour durant son séjour à Beyrouth, à l’occasion des célébrations de la Journée mondiale de l’environnement et des réunions du Conseil des ministres arabes de l’Environnement, M. Abdel Rahim évoque les questions épineuses de la dégradation écologique en Irak et en Palestine, les projets pilotes de lutte contre la désertification prévus dans les pays arabes, ainsi que l’évolution du rôle de son organisation.

Les carences en eau potable dans le monde ont constitué le thème principal de la Journée de l’environnement cette année. Quels projets prépare le Pnue dans ce domaine et quelle est son analyse de la situation ? « Il faut constater en premier lieu que ce sont les pays en développement, et non les pays industrialisés, qui souffrent des carences d’eau, indique M. Abdel Rahim. Notre région, surtout, est particulièrement pauvre en eau. Nos saisons de pluie ne sont pas régulières. Rares sont les fleuves qui prennent leur source et débouchent dans nos pays, surtout les plus importants comme le Nil et l’Euphrate. D’où le fait que nous ne maîtrisons pas suffisamment notre accès à l’eau. »

Malheureusement, les pays arabes n’ont pas seulement un problème de ressources. « Notre gestion de l’eau laisse à désirer, note-t-il. Notre secteur agricole emploie toujours 80 % des ressources. Après utilisation, l’eau est ensuite déversée sans traitement, gaspillée et transformée en source de pollution. Vu la rareté de l’eau, nous entreprenons de creuser des puits, surexploitant les réserves de l’avenir et provoquant des intrusions salines dans les nappes phréatiques. Nos techniques d’irrigation sont tout aussi problématiques : en raison de la sécheresse, nos agriculteurs ont tendance à immerger les terres. Outre le gaspillage que cela représente, la haute teneur en sel de l’eau provoque la dégradation du sol. »

Il est donc urgent, selon lui, que les pays arabes adoptent enfin une stratégie d’économie des ressources, comme le recommandent le Pnue et les autres organisations internationales. « Cela signifie, en premier lieu, qu’il faut opter pour des récoltes qui consomment moins d’eau, explique M. Abdel Rahim. Il est nécessaire également de recycler l’eau d’irrigation, et de consacrer l’eau potable à la consommation. Mais surtout, il faut entretenir les réseaux d’eau potable, parce que le gaspillage dû à la vétusté des canaux atteint quelquefois les 50 %. »

Il insiste sur le fait que « les barrages, notamment les grands, ne sont pas une solution à long terme, comme l’a prouvé l’expérience ». « Les barrages donnent naissance à des problèmes écologiques et économiques, vu qu’ils impliquent un déplacement de populations et un changement du cours des fleuves », poursuit-il.

Le Liban n’échappe pas à la règle de la mauvaise gestion des ressources. « Le Liban a besoin d’adopter une stratégie d’utilisation des ressources et de construction de stations d’épuration de l’eau usée, pas nécessairement coûteuses et compliquées, mais inspirées de certaines initiatives réussies entreprises dans des villages libanais », souligne M. Abdel Rahim.

Des percées en Palestine

Selon M. Abdel Rahim, les liens entre le Pnue et le Conseil des ministres arabes, dont le Liban fait partie, sont très étroits. Le Pnue projette de mettre à exécution un programme de lutte contre la désertification dans les pays arabes, par l’installation de sites pilotes dans chaque pays. Ce réseau de projets pilotes permettra la mise en place d’une expérience pratique, loin des simples études théoriques. 

Le Conseil des ministres arabes de l’Environnement a, justement, soulevé deux questions essentielles au cours de ses dernières réunions à Beyrouth : la dégradation écologique en Irak après la guerre et la surexploitation des ressources palestiniennes par les Israéliens. Le Pnue a déjà préparé des études sur ces deux pays. Dans le cas de la Palestine, où les ministres arabes lui ont demandé d’intervenir, comment le Pnue peut-il jouer un rôle sans entrer en conflit avec l’une des deux parties, notamment Israël, accusée de pillage par les Arabes ? 

« Lors de la dernière réunion des ministres de l’Environnement des pays membres du Pnue en Colombie, Israéliens et Palestiniens ont accepté pour la première fois l’idée d’une étude sur l’état de l’environnement dans les territoires palestiniens, raconte M. Abdel Rahim. Auparavant, nous nous heurtions toujours à un refus. Or nous ne pouvons intervenir sans l’accord des pays concernés, notamment quand il y a deux parties impliquées. Ainsi, le rapport a été mis au point, fondé sur des informations récoltées sur place. »

À la question de savoir si le rapport évoque la distribution inéquitable des ressources entre Palestiniens et Israéliens, comme l’affirment les premiers, il souligne que « le rôle du Pnue n’est pas de pointer un doigt accusateur contre telle ou telle partie, mais de mettre en relief la surexploitation des ressources et la dégradation écologique qui s’ensuit ». « Les mauvaises conditions sanitaires dans lesquelles vivent les Palestiniens sont évidentes », poursuit-il. 

Les deux parties se sont-elles engagées à agir pour remédier à la situation ? « Nous en sommes actuellement à la deuxième étape, dit-il. Cette étape consiste à déterminer les régions les plus problématiques afin de préparer des plans d’action visant à améliorer les conditions de vie. Parallèlement, nous projetons de former un personnel spécialisé et de reconstruire les institutions détruites, afin que la société puisse fonctionner à nouveau. » Il précise que les pays arabes sont très coopératifs et promettent d’aider au financement de ce projet. 

Pour ce qui concerne l’Irak, une première étude sur l’état de l’environnement a été interrompue par le déclenchement de la dernière guerre menée par les forces américano-britanniques. Elle n’est donc fondée que sur les quelques informations recueillies sur le terrain ou disponibles. Une seconde étude plus approfondie devrait être effectuée bientôt, en collaboration avec les autres agences présentes sur place.

Un bureau régional au Liban ?

À signaler que le bureau régional d’Asie occidentale du Pnue est actuellement basé à Bahreïn. Le programme envisage-t-il de le transférer au Liban, après que la question a été soulevée lors du passage de son directeur exécutif, Klaus Toepfer ? « Avant la guerre, il était prévu que le bureau du Pnue se trouve au Liban, en contiguïté avec celui de l’Escwa, explique M. Abdel Rahim. Durant les événements, l’équipe a changé plusieurs fois de ville, avant de se stabiliser à Bahreïn. Aujourd’hui, la question de son retour à Beyrouth est de nouveau soulevée, sans avoir été tranchée. Ce que les pays arabes décideront, nous sommes prêts à le réaliser. » Mais ce qui est sûr, selon lui, c’est que les relations s’intensifient actuellement avec le Liban, et qu’il y aura dans ce pays une représentation dont le niveau n’a pas encore été décidé.

Quels sont les projets du Pnue au Liban ? « Nos projets revêtent généralement un caractère régional, explique M. Abdel Rahim. Notre programme n’est pas une agence de financement. Notre budget provient des crédits que les gouvernements sont prêts à débloquer à notre intention, d’où le fait que nos moyens dépendent du soutien des pays. Cependant, nous avons commencé à assumer un rôle plus actif sur le terrain. »

M. Abdel Rahim insiste sur la coopération fructueuse avec les différentes agences onusiennes. Interrogé sur d’éventuels chevauchements entre les actions de l’une et de l’autre, comme avec le Programme des Nations unies pour le développement (Pnud) par exemple, ou d’autres organisations, qui financent des projets à caractère écologique, il répond : « La protection de l’environnement touche de nombreux domaines, et aucune institution ne peut s’en occuper seule à tous les niveaux, l’ampleur de la tâche étant considérable. Bien au contraire, ce qui nous importe, c’est que les agences, tout comme les gouvernements, prennent en considération l’aspect environnemental dans le cadre de leur travail. Voilà pourquoi nous apprécions l’intérêt du Pnud ou d’autres agences pour les projets écologiques, surtout que le développement englobe de nombreux secteurs qui ne peuvent être approchés séparément. »

Y a-t-il toutefois une tendance à renforcer le rôle du Pnue ? « Cette tendance se confirme et ne fait que refléter l’intérêt croissant des gouvernements pour les questions environnementales », souligne-t-il. 

http://www.lorient-lejour.com.lb/
World Environment Day Activities in Lebanon

· Jubail Municipality organize recycling campaign of Agricultural Naylon, Monday 09.06.2003.

· A Workshop addresses the Thermal Measurement Standards in Buildings.

· Ministry of Environment Organizing a Workshop on Methyl Bromide alternatives.

· A press conference on Launching Project “Go Green”, Tuesday 10.03.2003.

· Ministry of Education celebrates the “Environmental Mentor” 4th Prize award.

 http://www.annaharonline.com/htd/BEAA030607-4.HTM
UAE
Midfa receives ministers, UNCCD official 

Hamad Abdul Rahman Al Midfa, Minister of Health and Chairman of the Federal Environmental Agency, held here yesterday separate meetings with Dr. Mohammed Thuniebat, the Jordanian Minister of Administrative Development and Environment, and Dr. Mohammed Ali bin Al-Shaikh Mansoor Al-Sateri, Bahraini Minister of Municipalities and Agriculture. The talks centred on means of bolstering joint cooperation in environment and development aspects as well as the agenda of the Asian Ministerial Conference on desertification to be held here tomorrow. The Jordanian and Bahraini Ministers are on a visit to the UAE to attend the Conference. Earlier, Midfa discussed with the Executive Secretary of the UN Convention to Combat Desertification, Ahmad Arb Diallo, the conference's agenda and environment problems in Asian countries. 
http://www.wam.org.ae/english.htm
UNDP allocates 160 m dollars to anti-desertification projects 

The United Nations Development Programme's Global Environment Facility (GEF) has agreed to allocate 160 million dollars to combating desertification and curbing soil degradation to developing countries, according to a senior official at the international organization. In an exclusive statement to WAM, Hani Daraghma, GEF Regional Coordinator for Arab states, said his organisation was financing long-term and medium-term anti-desertification and soil degradation control plans. +GEF is also rendering assistance to bio-diversity, forestry and water resource conservation projects as well as to countries lacking environmental institutions, technical expertise or financial capability, especially in Africa and poor Asian countries where the problem is particularly evident,+ Daraghma said. His statement came on the sidelines of the sixth Regional meeting of Asian Focal Points on desertification, which continued here yesterday for the second consecutive day. Yesterday's evening session resumed discussing desertification issue with participants saying UN Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) +seeks to effect amendments to its organizational structure+ by asking the GEF to incorporate it into its financial framework. Daraghma said the Abu Dhabi desertification meeting would work out reports prior to their submission to the UNCCD Conference of member Countries scheduled to convene in Havana, Cuba, in August. He stated that, since 1993, the GEF had spent over four billion dollars on projects for the conservation of global environment, particularly in the areas of bio-diversity, climate change, fighting desertification and lay out of international water preservation strategies. WAM/AZ-SA

http://www.wam.org.ae/english.htm
Iraq
Iraq's top child killer, diarrhoea, sharply up — UNICEF   

BAGHDAD (AFP) — The number of children who suffer from diarrhoea, Iraq's number one killer of infants, has more than doubled over this time last year, the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) said on Sunday. 

While the ailment “may sound trivial, in Iraq it kills,” said the agency's spokesman, Geoffrey Keele, noting that 70 per cent of child deaths before the war were the result of diarrhoea or respiratory infections. 

“We've recorded a 2.5 increase in the number of children contracting diarrhoea, some chronically, compared to May last year. It means that 72 per cent of the children we surveyed had diarrhoea,” Keele told reporters. 

He said cholera, whose symptoms include heavy diarrhoea leading to dehydration and possible death in children, was also on the rise with 66 confirmed cases in Basra, southern Iraq. 

The disease has already killed three there and overwhelmingly struck those under five years of age. 

Other diseases such as dysentery and typhoid, also spread through contaminated water and food, are “becoming a real problem for children,” Keele said. 

He said UNICEF provided health centres with appropriate treatments ahead of Iraq's hottest summer months, July and August, when diarrhoea typically soars and deplored the country's “poor hygiene when it could actually make all the difference.” 

“There are (currently) 500 breaks in Baghdad's water system alone that lead to contamination with sewage,” he said. 

“And before the war, more than 500,000 tonnes of sewage was dumped in Baghdad's fresh water reserves. I don't think this has changed,” he added. 

A spokeswoman for the World Food Programme said her organisation had started distributing food rations across the country for the first time since the beginning of the war. 

“But it's not enough to get food to people if the water stays contaminated and if there is poor sanitation,” said Antonia Paradela, citing water and food-borne diseases and rampant malnutrition. 

The US-led administration in Iraq insists that restoring the battered water treatment system is a top priority but says it suffered from chronic under-investment under Saddam Hussein's ousted regime. Repairing it has been complicated by persistent problems with power generation

http://www.jordantimes.com/Mon/news/news9.htm
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M O N D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
‘Alarmed’ by intensified clashes in Liberia, Annan calls for protection of civilians

*
‘Deeply concerned’ Security Council calls on parties in Liberia to seek peace

*
Annan deplores latest Middle East violence, reaffirms Road Map peace plan

*
Bloody ethnic clashes in DR of Congo claim more lives – UN mission
*
Iraqi political leaders urge UN envoy to help set up democracy 

*
UN Children’s Fund warns of surge in diarrhoeal diseases in Iraq

*
Security Council mission heads to Angola

*
UN envoy continues Myanmar visit, still hopeful of meeting Daw Aung San Suu Kyi

*
Annan strongly condemns coup attempts in Mauritania, calls for end to violence

*
UN envoy in Afghanistan pledges continued peace push after attack on troops

*
Colombia: UN official embarks on visit to assess humanitarian conditions 

*
Corruption an ‘insidious menace’ to economic and social development – Annan

* * * *

Liberia

9 June – Alarmed that escalating clashes between rebels and government forces in Liberia have severely impacted the already-desperate people living in and around the capital of Monrovia, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today called on the parties to take all necessary measures to ensure that civilians are not targeted and spared the effects of war.

Mr. Annan is troubled not only by the severe effect the intensified fighting is having on the Liberian capital’s more than one million inhabitants, he is also concerned that clashes on the city’s western edge have caused the majority of an estimated 100,000 displaced people in camps there to flee for their safety, according to UN spokesman Fred Eckhard.

Thousands have moved to the central and eastern parts of the capital, Mr. Eckhard added, noting that before fighting erupted around Monrovia on 5 June, humanitarian workers had access to barely 30 per cent of Liberia. “Today, virtually none of Liberia’s more than 3 million people, already traumatized by years of war and abject poverty, will be able to receive emergency relief assistance,” he said.

Along with his call for civilian protection, the Secretary-General also urged the parties to prevent looting of humanitarian assets and property. “Finally,” Mr. Eckhard said, “he reminds them that perpetrators of international humanitarian and human rights law violations, which have been far too common in Liberia, will be held accountable for their acts.”

Meanwhile on the ground, the Secretary-General’s Representative for Liberia, Abou Moussa, continues to engage informally with the parties to the Liberia peace talks underway in Ghana. The talks are expected to begin fully on Wednesday, when the political delegation of the Movement for Democracy of Liberia (MODEL) is expected to join the meeting.

The spokesman said that earlier today in Monrovia, the intensified fighting has forced 29 UN international staff, together with European Union nationals, to be taken out of the city to a French ship waiting off the coast.

Over the weekend, the head of the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) pleaded for the safety of the country’s children, whom she feared were being swept up in Liberia’s ongoing civil unrest.

“As heavy fighting forces thousands of civilians to flee the shelter of camps on the outskirts of Monrovia, we are deeply troubled about the plight of Liberian children and the civilian population caught up in the mayhem,” UNICEF Executive Director Carol Bellamy said, calling on the warring parties to protect children from harm.

UNICEF said that the current fighting has only exacerbated the collective effects of years of displacement and social insecurity, which have left the Liberian economy and basic social services devastated, and the employment rate at about 85 per cent. After nearly 14 years of conflict, most teenagers have no idea what it means to live in peace.

* * *

Liberia

9 June – Deeply concerned by developments in Liberia – where weekend violence once again rocked the capital city of Monrovia – the United Nations Security Council today appealed to all the parties to give the current peace process a chance to succeed.

In a statement to the press, the current Council President, Ambassador Sergey Lavrov of the Russian Federation, said the members shared Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s alarm that escalating clashes between rebels and government forces in Liberia have severely impacted the already-desperate people living in and around Monrovia.

They also supported Mr. Annan’s call on the parties to take all necessary measures to ensure that civilians are not targeted and spared the effects of war, the Council President said.

Ambassador Lavrov added that Council members also reaffirmed their support for the peace efforts of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) as well as the Liberian peace talks, currently underway in Ghana.

“The members of the Council also reminded all the parties on the ground about their responsibilities under international humanitarian law,” Ambassador Lavrov said, “and we appeal to [them] to provide security guarantees for safe and unhindered access to humanitarian agencies to vulnerable groups.”

The Council also appealed to the international community to provide humanitarian assistance to alleviate the growing suffering of the Liberian people.

* * *

Middle East

9 June – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today deplored the violence by Palestinian groups over the weekend, and urged that it not derail the peace process in the Middle East.

“Such violence is especially untimely following the Aqaba Summit, where the parties made a commitment to implementing the Quartet’s Road Map,” said a statement issued by a spokesman for Mr. Annan, referring to a plan that calls for the Israelis and Palestinians to take a series of parallel and reciprocal steps over the next three years towards the vision of establishing two states living side by side in peace and security.

“The Secretary-General calls on the parties not to allow violence, the aim of which is clearly to derail the peace process, to set the agenda,” the statement added. “He commends the two Prime Ministers for their recent expressions of determination to stay the course. The Secretary-General believes that the Road Map sets out the best path to achieve a just, lasting and comprehensive peace that would ensure the security of the peoples of the Middle East.”

* * *
DR of Congo

9 June – Bloody ethnic clashes in the northeastern Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) claimed more lives over the weekend, according to the United Nations mission in the country, as an advance party of troops from the UN-authorized multinational force began patrols in the area around Bunia.

According to a UN spokesman in New York, fighting between the rival Lendu and Hema militias erupted on Saturday. The UN Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC) reported that some 500 Lendu militia personnel launched an attack against the Hema militia at around 6:20 a.m. to regain previously held positions. After several hours’ fighting, the Hema pushed the Lendu out of Bunia.

Reports of casualties from the fighting are unconfirmed; there are reports of at least four killed and six wounded. The Mission said, however, it feared the figure might be higher. Around 14,000 internally displaced persons are still located within the two camps in Bunia under the UN protection. There was an influx of displaced persons into the camp on Saturday when fighting resumed. However, most of those coming into the camp have now returned home.

Meanwhile, the advance party of the UN-authorized Interim Emergency Multinational Force, which arrived in the region late last week, is now in Bunia patrolling the road from the local airport into the centre of the battle-scarred town. The French troops have arrived ahead of the main rapid reaction force that will be deployed in the coming days in a bid to restore order after weeks of conflict among rival militias has claimed more than 400 lives over the past month.

* * *
Iraq

9 June – The top United Nations official in Iraq, Sergio Vieira de Mello, continued his efforts to consult with the widest possible spectrum of Iraqi society today, meeting with a top Muslim official who asked that the world body play an independent role in helping the Iraqi people.

Mr. Vieira de Mello, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative, told Hamid Al-Bayati, Member of the Central Committee and Representative of the Supreme Council for Islamic Revolution in Iraq, that the UN had experience in supporting the constitutional and electoral processes in many countries around the world, and assured him that it was ready to assist the Iraqi people in any way possible.

Dr. Al-Bayati informed Mr. Vieira de Mello that his organization wanted to see a democratic government in Iraq as soon as possible, asked for the UN to play an independent role in helping the Iraqi people and stressed that the political process must be an Iraqi process to select an Iraqi administration.

Mr. Vieira de Mello’s first session with an Iraqi political leader occurred yesterday when he met with Adnan Pachachi, who advocated a strong UN role in establishing the democratic government of Iraq.

Mr. Vieira de Mello said “we must make the best” of Security Council resolution 1483 setting up his mandate, which offers an opportunity despite its vagueness. The resolution affirms the UN’s independence and “that is our strongest asset,” he declared. The UN role, he added, is bringing about what the Iraqis want, which is, ultimately, sovereignty.

The envoy also had two meetings, one on Sunday and one today, with the Administrator of the United States-run Coalition Provisional Authority, L. Paul Bremer III. On Sunday, they discussed economic and monetary matters, along with representatives of the UN Development Programme (UNDP), the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund (IMF). Today, they touched on the political process.

Asked about the issue of insecurity and how that was affecting the UN’s work, Mr. Vieira de Mello said that while it was obvious that the situation remained unstable improvements could be seen in Baghdad on a daily basis. He added that he would travel to the provinces this coming weekend and would therefore have a more informed opinion on the situation outside of the capital.

* * *

Iraq: humanitarian

9 June – Warning that in Iraq diarrhoea is a major killer, the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) has reported much higher rates of the disease than this time last year.

“While diarrhoea may sound trivial, in Iraq it kills,” UNICEF spokesman Geoffrey Keele told a briefing yesterday in Baghdad, noting that prior to the latest war, 70 per cent of all child deaths in the country were due to diarrhoea and respiratory infection.

Mr. Keele said there were now 66 confirmed cases of cholera, one of the most deadly of the diarrhoeal-related disease, in the southern city of Basra, 79 per cent of them children under 5 years of age. There were also clinically confirmed cases in Nassariya and Missan, but they had yet to be confirmed through laboratory tests, due to a serious lack of required medical equipment.

Dysentery and typhoid were also becoming a real problem for children, Mr. Keele said, with doctors at hospitals around Baghdad reporting an increase in dysentery.

Typhoid was also being seen within the capital, raising concern over the current impossibility to track the number and location of the outbreaks. Before the war and the collapse of the health system, there was rigorous surveillance of typhoid and other diseases that affect children.

To assist Iraqi children afflicted with these diseases, UNICEF is providing hospitals with intravenous fluids and oral rehydration salts (ORS) so children can recover. For instance, UNICEF has sent enough ORS to Kerbala to treat 25,000 children dehydrated from diarrhoeal disease. The agency has also provided enough ampicillin to hospitals in Baghdad to treat roughly 1,000 children for typhoid, and enough drugs and medical supplies for 50,000 patients in Al-Ramadi in Anbar governorate.

On a more positive note, the UN World Food Programme (WFP) reported that the first distribution of food rations to be done at a countrywide level since the beginning of the war was proceeding smoothly in all governorates.

WFP’s Deputy Executive Director, Jean Jacques Graisse, was set to start a visit to Iraq on Sunday, during which he would stress three main objectives for the rest of the year: organize shipping, transport and delivery of food commodities from donors and the oil-for-food programme to government silos and warehouses; provide some 480,000 tons of food each month for five months; and complete a vulnerability assessment map study to identify vulnerable groups that may assist the Iraqi authorities in designing a social safety net for people in need.

* * *

Central Africa

9 June – Following a stop in South Africa over the weekend, the United Nations Security Council’s mission to Central Africa is set to arrive in Angola shortly.

In New York today, UN spokesman Fred Eckhard said that the mission travelled to South Africa over the weekend where they met yesterday with President Thabo Mbeki and Deputy President Jacob Zuma.

“Today, prior to leaving for Luanda, delegation members were briefed by Ambassador Mahmoud Kassem, the Chair of the Panel of Experts on the Illegal Exploitation of Natural Resources from the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC),” Mr. Eckhard said. 

The delegation, led by Ambassador Jean-Marc de La Sablière of France, is scheduled to stop in the DRC, Burundi, Rwanda, Tanzania, and Uganda. 

One of the main stops will be Bunia, in the northeastern DRC, where fighting between rival ethnic militias has killed more than 400 people in recent weeks. A small French military force arrived in Bunia late last week in advance of the full deployment of an international emergency force authorized by the Council to help stabilize the situation there.

* * *

Myanmar

9 June – The United Nations special envoy for Myanmar continued his mission to the capital, Yangon, today, holding talks with a senior government official and holding out the possibility of meeting with democracy leader Daw Aung San Suu Kyi.

Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Envoy, Razali Ismail, met for the first time today with the Vice-Chairman of the State Peace and Development Council (SPDC), Gen. Maung Aye, according to a UN spokesman in New York.

Since his arrival on 6 June, Mr. Razali has met top Foreign Ministry officials, members of the diplomatic corps, leaders of ethnic minority political parties and the UN country team. He also met with Secretary-One of the SPDC, Gen. Khin Nyunt, on Saturday.

“The further continuation of the mission is dependent on the judgment of the Special Envoy,” said spokesman Fred Eckhard. “He is scheduled to depart on Tuesday.”

Asked whether Mr. Razali would meet with Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, the spokesman noted the Envoy’s stated intention to meet with her, “which he clearly hopes will happen.”

* * *

Mauritania

9 June – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today strongly condemned the ongoing armed attempts to overthrow the constitutional Government in Mauritania and called for an immediate end to the violence.  

“The Secretary-General reiterates his firm condemnation of any attempt to change the government of any country by force or by other unconstitutional means,” said a UN spokesman in New York, referring to the bid to remove President Ould Taya from power.

The coup attempt also sparked chaos in the West African country and Mr. Annan is “deeply concerned over reports of widespread violence, injuries suffered by the civilian population and looting,” according to the spokesman Fred Eckhard. 

“He calls for an immediate end to the violence and for a peaceful approach to resolving any difference,” Mr. Eckhard said.

* * *

Afghanistan 

8 June – Voicing shock at Saturday’s attack on German troops serving with the International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) in Afghanistan, the senior United Nations envoy to the country has pledged to continue pushing for peace there.

“People who attacked the ISAF bus transporting German military cannot be friends of Afghanistan,” said Manoel de Almeida e Silva, a spokesman for Lakhdar Brahimi, the Special Representative of the Secretary-General. “If they are Afghans, they cannot be patriotic Afghans,” he added in remarks to the press in Kabul today.

“All of us in the international community who are committed to supporting Afghanistan will continue to do so,” the spokesman stressed. “The Special Representative is absolutely convinced that Afghanistan with the support of their friends will overcome these anti-Afghan forces that are still out there intent on destroying the peace process.”

Through the spokesman, Mr. Brahimi also expressed hope for the prompt recovery of those injured yesterday when the ISAF bus was attacked. The envoy also “expresses his most heartfelt condolences to the families and friends of those who lost their lives,” Mr. de Almeida e Silva said.

Asked whether the attack would trigger new security measures by the UN, the spokesman pointed out that strict guidelines are already in place. At the same time, he cautioned that “this act of yesterday in all likelihood is not a one-off event.”

“It is an environment that has its risks that’s why we’re all here in order to help the Afghans get into a new phase for this country,” he said. “We’ll continue to review security on a case-by-case basis, committed to our mandate to work here.”

* * *

Colombia

9 June – A senior United Nations relief official embarked today on a three-day mission to Colombia to assess the world body’s response to the humanitarian situation in that conflict-torn country.

During his visit, Under-Secretary General for Humanitarian Affairs Kenzo Oshima is expected to undertake visits to areas where huge numbers of people have been internally displaced by the decades-long conflict in Colombia.

Mr. Oshima is also expected to discuss the mid-term review of the UN Humanitarian Plan of Action for Colombia during meetings with the country’s authorities, members of the UN country team and the donor community. 

* * *

Corruption

9 June – Corruption is an “insidious menace” and obstacle to economic and social development around the world, and has prompted the United Nations to strengthen its own mechanism to ensure that integrity and ethics guide all its undertakings, Secretary-General Kofi Annan said in a message to an anti-corruption meeting.

“[Corruption] debases democracy, undermines the rule of law, distorts markets, stifles economic growth, and denies many their rightful share of economic resources or life-saving aid,” Mr. Annan said yesterday in a message to mark the beginning of The Executive Programme on Corruption Control and Organizational Integrity co-founded by the UN and the Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University.

The UN is in the frontline in the fight against corruption, Mr. Annan noted, adding that such efforts must however begin at home, and hence the need to join hands with Harvard to strengthen the training required to take “a closer look at our internal governance and professional ethics.” 

“A major step forward is expected later this year when Member States gather in Mexico City to sign a United Nations Convention Against Corruption,” the Secretary-General said. The Convention would ensure the criminalization of diverse forms of corruption and oblige Member States to take effective preventive measures to protect the dignity of their institutions and procedures.

“By contributing to poverty and a sense of hopelessness, corruption can be a midwife of terrorism, trafficking in people, and other threats to human security,” Mr. Annan warned. The message was delivered by Dileep Nair, Under-Secretary-General for Internal Oversight Services.

* *** *

ROWA NEWS BRIEFING


09 June 2003









































.
















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































22 May, 2001





UNEP and the Executive Director in the news





� HYPERLINK  \l "Water" ��Kuensel - Water: our most precious resource�


� HYPERLINK  \l "away" ��F2 Network - Poor suffer as  world's water seeps away�


� HYPERLINK  \l "earth" ��Bahrain Tribune  - Youngsters highlight need to save the earth, Reuters  -� � HYPERLINK  \l "thirsts" ��INTERVIEW The Hindu - Groundwater: Unep Thirsts For Better Management�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Initiative" ��Africa News  - Ghana;  The World Economic Forum's Water Initiative�


� HYPERLINK  \l "shortage" ��Africa News - Mozambique;  Country Marks Environment Day Amid Water shortage�


� HYPERLINK  \l "better" ��Reuters - FEATURE - Lagos residents thirst for   better water supply�


� HYPERLINK  \l "celebrate" ��ENS - Europe Celebrates Green Week 2003�


� HYPERLINK  \l "African" ��All Africa News - African Environment Ministers meet in Maputo�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Day" ��The Nation (Seychelles) - World Environment Day focuses on water�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Donors" ��The Daily Nation - Donors back $60m power plan� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "large" ��Taipei Times - Environmental consequences of war loom large�
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