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March 8, 2003 
HEADLINE: UNEP TIES UP WITH BANKS TO BOOST SOLAR HOME SYSTEMS: TO BOOST SOLAR HOEM   SYSTEMS, A $ 7.6-MILLION INITIATIVE BETWEEN THE UNITED NATIONS ENVIRONMENT PROGRAMME AND  TWO OF THE COUNTRY'S LARGEST BANKING GROUPS HAS BEEN LAUNCHED 

      NEW DELHI, March 7. HOUSEHOLDS in the South will now be able to get loans for the high-cost but

      environment-friendly energy option of photovoltaic solar home systems at lower interest rates. 

      Towards this end, a $ 7.6-million initiative between the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)

      and two of the country's largest banking groups has been launched. With the aim of helping    18,000 households to finance clean and reliable electricity from solar power, especially in Karnataka, Syndicate Bank   and Canara Bank are now offering loans in which UNEP is "buying down" the financing cost of photovoltaic  solar home systems. 

      Hence, the households will be able to purchase the solar home systems at an interest rate of about five per

      cent compared to the normal consumer lending rates of 11-12 per cent. 

      The programme is being given a push by both the United Nations Foundation and the Shell Foundation so

      that a more friendly energy alternative is made possible. 

      A large number of households in the country still rely on inefficient and polluting energy sources such as

      kerosene, which in turn has negative health, environmental and social fallouts. 

      In Karnataka, even where grid electricity is available, problems of capacity shortages and inconsistent quality  plague the power supply. 

      This has led households to look to alternative power supply systems such as solar or diesel generators. 

      Despite high initial costs, solar home systems emerge as an attractive option in the context of costly or

      unreliable alternatives and escalating grid power tariffs. 

      Mr Klaus Toepfer, UNEP Executive Director, said: "This initiative helps to meet both environmental and

development objectives by overcoming a major barrier to increasing the use of renewable energy - access to  finance." 

      Canara Bank and Syndicate Bank are also financing group lending through linkages with self-help groups.The  UNEP partnership will allow both banks to offer new loan products for the growing renewable energy sector  through an extensive and established network of rural branches in Karnataka and Kerala. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

> SolarAccess.com News 

 

· UN Financing for Indian Solar Market  Bangalore, India & Paris, France - March 5, 2003 

· A major new US$7.6 million initiative was launched between the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) and two of India's largest banking groups to help 18,000 southern Indian households finance clean and reliable electricity from solar power.   In the southern Indian state of Karnataka, Syndicate Bank and Canara Bank have begun offering new loans in which UNEP is buying down the financing cost of photovolatic (PV) solar home systems. In effect, Indian households will be able to purchase systems at an interest rate of approximately 5 percent compared to the normal consumer lending rates of 11-12 percent. The UNEP program is made possible with support from the United Nations Foundation (UNF) and Shell Foundation.   "This initiative helps to meet both environmental and development objectives by overcoming a major barrier to increasing the use of Renewable Energy - access to finance," says UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer.   Many Indian households still rely on inefficient and polluting energy sources such as kerosene. In Karnataka, even where grid electricity is available, problems of capacity shortages and inconsistent quality plague the power supply. This has led households to look to alternative power supply systems such as solar or diesel generators.   Despite high initial costs, solar home systems emerge as an attractive option in the context of costly or unreliable alternatives and escalating grid power tariffs. Therefore, a growing number of households are turning to solar as a matter of necessity and convenience. But financing their high initial cost is a major barrier and one where southern India's well-developed banking sector can play a leading role.   The UNEP partnership will allow both banks to offer new loan products for the growing Renewable Energy sector through an extensive and established network of rural branches in the states of Karnataka and Kerala.   By combining two banks and a number of UNEP-qualified solar home system vendors, UNF President Tim Wirth says the program is a "market-driven approach designed to stimulate competition among vendors and ensure quality products, competitive pricing and reliable after-sales service".   Shell Foundation's President Kurt Hoffman says clean and reliable forms of energy "can improve access to education and communications, protect health and environmental values and promote economic growth - all necessary to alleviate poverty."   Hoffman added that such efforts would help create a future of economic, social and environment prosperity, which is the core of sustainable development.      
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> Kerela.Next.Com

· Kerala, Karnataka benefit from UNEP solar power initiative 

> New Delhi: A $7.6 million initiative by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) will enable 18,000 households in Karnataka and Kerala access solar energy to light their homes. 

> The money will be channelled through the Syndicate Bank and the Canara Bank, to offer clean electricity from solar power by reducing the cost of photovoltaic solar home systems. 

> "In effect, Indian households will be able to purchase systems at an interest rate of approximately five percent compared to the normal consumer lending rates of 11-12 per cent. The UNEP programme is made possible with support from the United Nations Foundation (UNF) and Shell Foundation," according to a statement from UNEP on Wednesday. 

> "This initiative helps meet both environmental and development objectives by overcoming a major barrier to the increasing the use of renewable energy - access to finance," said UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer. 

> By offsetting the high initial cost, the new initiative is expected to remove a major barrier in harnessing sunlight to get cheaper, reliable and cleaner power for households, said UNEP. 

> The UNEP partnership will allow both banks to offer new loan products for the growing renewable energy sector through an extensive and established network of rural branches in the states of Karnataka and Kerala. 

> By combining two banks and a number of UNEP-qualified solar home system vendors, UNF President Tim Wirth said the programme is a "market-driven approach designed to stimulate competition among vendors and ensure quality products, competitive pricing and reliable after-sales service." 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

REUTERS

People before animals, UK's Short tells meeting
LONDON - Environment experts must not focus on animals at the expense of people, Britain's outspoken International Development Secretary Clare Short said. 

Short was speaking to developed and developing world environmentalists meeting in London to discuss how promoting biodiversity fits in with the U.N.'s "Millennium Development Goals", for relieving world poverty. 

"People who care for nature and biodiversity have to care for humanity...and focusing on the animals without the people is morally disgusting," Short said. 

"The bushmeat campaign, forgive me if I offend anyone, is a bit like that. The human beings don't figure. It's just not good enough," Short added. 

A coalition of British animal charities is campaigning against the growing consumption of and trade in monkey meat and other jungle wildlife, warning that some species risk extinction if nothing is done. 

Short, who is in charge of Britain's aid budget, supported the environmentalists' aim to show practical ways of how protecting rare species and habitats helps the world's poorest people. 

Klaus Toepfer, Executive Director of the U.N.'s Environment Programme, said that being based in Nairobi hammered this home. 

"In Nairobi, you cannot come to the idea that the environment is an end in itself," he said. "The protection of coral reefs is a good thing in itself for many people, but it is also a necessity for poor people." 

Short added that the conference, jointly hosted by the British government, the U.N. and environmental groups, would only be significant if it produced concrete results. 

"What is this conference going to mean in the real world? What is the point of bothering with all these conferences if we are not going to start implementing things in the real world?" she asked. 

"Development is full of conferences and meetings. On any day of any week of any year, most African ministers are not in Africa. They are at a conference in the northern hemisphere talking about what to do about development," she added. 

Story by David Milliken 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

FRIDAY, MARCH 7, 2003

RENEWABLE ENERGY TODAY

A Daily News Summary Covering Wind, Solar, Biomass, and Other Renewable Energy Technologies

Industry Report
UNEP 'Buys Down' Cost of PV Projects in India

The United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) recently announced it has joined with India's Syndicate Bank and Canara Bank to launch a new $7.6-million initiative that will "buy down" the cost of installing photovoltaic (PV) solar energy systems on homes in the southern states of Karnataka and Kerala. Under the program, UNEP said households will be able to obtain loans for PV installation projects with interest rates of approximately five percent, compared to typical consumer lending rates of 11 to 12 percent. 

"In Karnataka, even where grid electricity is available, problems of capacity shortages and inconsistent quality plague the power supply," the agency stated. "This has led households to look to alternative power supply systems such as solar or diesel generators. Despite high initial costs, solar home systems emerge as an attractive option in the context of costly or unreliable alternatives and escalating grid power tariffs." 

UNEP said the new program, which is supported by the United Nations Foundation and Shell Foundation, will allow the banks to offer "new loan products for the growing renewable energy sector" through their rural branches in Karnataka and Kerala. 

"This initiative helps to meet both environmental and development objectives by overcoming a major barrier to increasing the use of renewable energy -- access to finance," said UNEP executive director Klaus Toepfer. 

Contact: Robert Bisset, UNEP, phone 33-1-44377613. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

IPS

Missing Weapons of Mass Conservation

Sanjay Suri
LONDON, Mar 6 (IPS) - The United Nations is not just looking for all sorts of bombs that have gone missing in Iraq, it is worrying about bees that have gone missing in Nepal.

Not just for the sake of the bees, but for our sake.

"The native bees were killed off by pesticides in the Maoxian region of Nepal bordering China," Dr Eric Chivian, director of the Centre for Health and the Global Environment at the Harvard Medical School told IPS         in London. "And so about 25 women had to hand pollinate about 100 trees in an apple orchard. It took them days, when just a couple of beehives would have done the job better."

Hand pollination meant taking pollen and smearing it on female flowers with a brush or actually by hand - a job done far better by bees.

The story from the apple orchard in Nepal - and countless such - has only just started to be recognised by experts as a story of the link between biodiversity and sustainable development.

"Clearly many lives are endangered by weapons of mass destruction," says Chivian. "But all of our lives depend on ecosystems, and we have only a meagre understanding yet of how these systems affect us.

These systems are not just food and fuel, these are species necessary to sustain us in all sorts of ways."

The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) is now arguing for a greater stress on biodiversity to achieve the millennium development goals (MDGs).

The links do not seem obvious at first glance. Biodiversity is really all organisms - human, animal, plant life, and how they relate to one another. It is the organic make-up of the world. On the other hand the MDGs

intended to be achieved by 2015 are eradication of extreme poverty and hunger, universal primary education, gender equality, reduction of child mortality, improvement of maternal health, and combating   serious diseases.

To think the link, consider the following:- Thousands of farmers in China lived off hundreds of varieties of rice, and now they grow just four species.

The loss of one more can mean poverty for millions.

- In California a barley crop was decimated by fungus years ago. Cure came by way of a gene from a variety of barley grown in Ethiopia. That saved muchof the Californian beer industry.

- In South Asia environmental health risks account for 20 per cent of disease, malnutrition accounts for 15 per cent.

- Use of malarial bed nets for fishing in Lake Malawi in Africa (a 22,490 square kilometre lake bordered by Malawi, Tanzania, and Mozambique) meant fewer fish.Fishermen introduced more snails which led to an         outbreak of schistosomiasis among groups of the native population. This was the first reported outbreak of an infectious disease outbreak caused by overfishing.

- New York City is investing in protecting forests around the city to conserve its supply of water, because alternative sources would cost five to seven billion dollars.

- The drug Taxol discovered in the bark of the Pacific Yew Tree has led to new and effective treatment against forms of cancer. The rosy periwinkle from Madagascar has already revolutionised treatment of                      acute childhood lukaemias. More cures may sit in the ecosystems - and many may have been lost.

And so experts now want to build biodiversity into the MDGs more closely than was contemplated before.

"People talking development have not been talking to people talking biodiversity a few floors below them," Charles McNeill, environment programme team manager with the UNDP told IPS. "But there has been a

shift in the past year, and we are now working on the real connections between ecosystems and the quality of life for the developing world."

The connections were proposed formally by UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan in what he called the WEHAB priorities (Water, Energy, Health, Agriculture and Biodiversity) in May last year ahead of the World   Summit for Sustainable Development in Johannesburg.

Experts now want to make the 'B' in WEHAB bigger than it has been.

A new target has been set to reduce biodiversity loss by 2010, and experts will meet in London in May to anchor that target into specific steps, and to work out just what it will take to meet the standards that are               set.

"Natural ecosystems are fundamentally important for meeting human needs and ultimately influence the development prospects of nations," says Klaus

Topfer, executive director of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). "When that capacity is diminished, the most serious toll is exacted on the poor who are the most vulnerable to floods or crop failures."

Evidence shows that ecosystems such as the provision of clean water are crucial to the lives of more than 1.1 billion people living in the 25 biodiversity 'hot spots' that hold 44 per cent of the world's plants and 35 per cent of its bird, mammal, reptile and amphibians.

But it is not all a story of loss. "From the rainforests of Peru to the plains of Kenya, we are finding communities in the tropics who are using ingenuity to stop the loss of plant and animal species and loosen

poverty's grip at the same time," says Sean Southey, manager of the Equator Initiative launched by the UNDP last year to track and reward such efforts.

Traditional forms of soil conservation have been introduced to check soil degradation in Tanzania; a fishing project in Fiji has tripled catches, increased local income 35 per cent and also increased marine life; in                       India the Kani people agreed to share the curative properties of the Argypacha plant in exchange for an equal share from the benefits of commercialisation.

And talking bees, the project Honey Care Africa is giving employment to thousands of beekeepers while the bees sustain the environment. "At the end of the day," says Southey, "you have to bee with the people."

___________________________________________________________________________________________

UN WIRE

IRAQ: U.S. Deploying  Forces To Prepare For  Environmental Disaster 
    The U.S. Coast Guard has deployed forces to the Persian Gulf in order to prepare for a man-made

    disaster in the region should Iraq respond to a U.S.-led invasion by releasing oil into the sea.

    "We're here to respond to oil spills that may be the result of environmental terrorism," said Lieutenant

    Commander James Hanzalik of the specially equipped ship the Walnut.  "This is the first time in my

    knowledge that there's been an effort to respond to environmental terrorism due to oil spills during a

    war."

    According to Reuters, the United States believes the government of Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein will

    attempt to dump oil into the gulf should war erupt.  During the 1991 Gulf War, Hussein's forces

    reportedly dumped 11 million barrels of crude from ships and storage facilities in Kuwait.  The

    resulting slick polluted beaches along Saudi Arabia's northeast coast and contaminated the mouth of

    the Shatt al-Arab waterway (Claudia Parsons, Reuters/Planet Ark, March 7).

    Tierramerica reported this week that the environmental damage from a war in Iraq -- ranging from

    burning wells to contaminated water sources to bacteriological, chemical or atomic devastation --

    could be much greater this time around than the 1991 war and could end up affecting the lives of

    millions of people in the region for years to come.

    "I am not concerned this time with a repeat of the [1991] catastrophe of the [oil] wells in Kuwait,"

    said University of Michigan professor Matthew Naud, noting that the world has already had

    experience in dealing with that kind of a disaster.  "What worries me are the scenarios we do not

    yet know."

    Naud said war in Iraq could result in a bigger ecological disaster than the war in Kuwait, because

    Iraq is a more populated country and is highly dependent on the Tigris and Euphrates rivers.  

    According to Zia Mian of Princeton University, neither the U.S. nor the Iraqi governments appear to

    be worried about the fallout from their respective actions in the case of a war.  "If an ecosystem is

    affected, they will say it is collateral damage," he said.  "No one accepts that the environment is a

    military target."

    Mian said the burning of oil wells could be the least of the local inhabitants' worries.  "U.S. Defense

    Secretary Donald Rumsfeld has said publicly that his country does not rule out the use of nuclear

    arms against Iraq," he said.  "We should take him seriously.  The United States is in condition to use

    new-generation nuclear armaments, which could have serious environmental repercussions," he

    added, noting that while such weapons have been hailed as "clean nuclear arms," an explosion

    involving them could generate great quantities of radioactive material in the atmosphere (Diego

    Cevallos, Tierramerica, March 2, UN Wire translation).

___________________________________________________________________________________________

ROE - MEDIA UPDATE

UNEP or UN in the news

Water Issues

Moscow and Kiev, 5 March.  Russian and Ukranian newspapers are printing materials on water issues based on the UN World Water Development Report. They say that the world is approaching an appalling water crisis.  Water resources are depleting due to the population growth, environment pollution and expected climate change.  The best water quality is in Finland, Canada and Russia inter alia.

http://www.rbn.ru/news.html?nsw_id=32216
Http://www.rian.ru/rian/info.cfm?nws_id=333465   or   http://www.elvisi.com/2003/03/05/ecology.shtml
General environment news

Eastern Europe:

Environmental situation in Chechnya should be assessed

Moscow, 5 March, The Ministry of Natural Resources of the Russian Federation should implement activities to assess and bring to normal environmental situation in Chechnya.  The most urgent issue is to evaluate the oil pollution and draft a programme of environmental rehabilitation of polluted areas.   Environmental laws adopted by Chechen executive authorities should be reviewed from the point of view of their conformity with the federal legislation.  The Ministry of Natural Resources should closely cooperate with local authorities as well as with the Ministry of

Defence of the Russian Federation.

http://www.priroda.ru/index.php?rid=2&limit=2next=10&view=1&id=6709
War in Iraq will result in environmental disaster

Moscow, 5 March. The radio station "Moscow Echo" made public an opinion of Greenpeace experts of environmental consequences of war in Iraq. Bombardment of oil fields would cause the important pollution of the

Persian Gulf which will spill over to the Mediterranean.  Greenpeace states that the US Government is aware of possible environmental impact of the war but tries hide this information.

http://www.priroda.ru/index.php?rid=8&limit=21&next=10&view=1&id=6719
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Joint action plan for protection of bioresources in Azov, Caspian and Black Seas

Stavropol, 5 March. Representatives of regional and federal bodies of the Federal Boundaries Service of the Russian Federation, Ministry of Fisheries and Ministry of Internal Affairs met in Stavropol (South of Russia) to

discuss issues of better coordination of their activities to protect marine biological resources of the Azov, Caspian and Black Seas.

http://www.rian.ru/rian/intro.cfm?nws_id=333637
EU news:

EU tables first ideas on crop contamination debate

BRUSSELS - Europe's farmers will soon see clear legal guidelines on how to grow genetically modified (GM) crops alongside traditional plants and still control the risk of cross-contamination, the European Commission said.

http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/20068/story.htm
EU proposes criminal penalties for sea polluters

BRUSSELS - Ships that pollute the ocean by flushing out their tanks at sea would be subject to criminal sanctions, including jail sentences those responsible, under a draft law proposed this week by the European Commission…The bill is aimed at prosecuting deliberate spills of oil or other pollutants, or those caused by gross negligence and would require EU states to pursue those responsible whether the ship's master, owner, operator, charterer or even the classification society which certified the vessels as seaworthy. 

The bill would mean EU governments would have to prosecute ships in their ports or waters that have polluted even far out from their costs, on the high seas.

http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/20075/story.htm
_________________________________________________________________________________________

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA - NEWS UPDATE

               March 10, 2003

Cyclone Kills 19 People

Sunday Times (Johannesburg): AT LEAST 19 people died when a tropical cyclone lashed Mozambique and Zimbabwe this week. Eleven people died, 23 000 people were left homeless, crops were destroyed and roads and bridges cut off after Cyclone Japhet hit the coastal Inhambane province in Mozambique. It is the second cyclone to drench the country this year. In southern Zimbabwe, eight people died after flash floods swelled and washed away homes and fields. The Zimbabwe Broadcasting Corporation said on Friday that two of the people who had died had been marooned on an island in the Runde River for two days before they were swept away.

In Mozambique, provincial governor Aires Aly told Reuters that emergency workers were trying to reopen roads so they could get aid to displaced people. Aid agencies in the country said they were not shipping in more food, as a general emergency food relief programme was already under way because of drought. The World Food Programme said food was not a problem but reconstruction was. Unicef said it was closely watching the cyclone's impact as it moved inland over the Limpopo catchment area.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200303080114.html
Hyacinth control succeeds on Lake Victoria 

Kisumu, Kenya (PANA) - The weevils introduced into Lake Victoria five years ago are on the verge of depleting the water hyacinth weed the invasive species hitherto threatening to choke the world's second-largest freshwater lake. The weevils were introduced and managed by the Lake Victoria Environment Management Programme (LVEMP), in collaboration with the governments of Uganda, Tanzania and Kenya. Their larvae attack the hyacinth weed's central system, proving to be "the best enemies of the weed," said Steven Njoka, scientist and researcher at Kenya Agricultural Research Institute (KARI). He said KARI, on behalf of the Kenyan government, is still breeding the weevils and releasing them into the lake periodically to clear the last patches of the hyacinth weed. Njoka said the biological control has managed to clear almost 60 percent of the occupied area, and that the method was successful since the insects are natural enemies of the weed. "These weevils are hyacinth-specific organisms. They only attack and feed on the weed, and after that they die," Njoka said, in explaining why the weevils do not pose other environmental problems. He was optimistic the weed would completely be wiped off the face of the lake.

http://www.panapress.com/RubIndexlat.asp?code=eng002
Abalone Poaching is War On SA's Natural Resources - Maduna

BuaNews (Pretoria): Justice and constitutional development minister Penuell Maduna has urged communities to take care of the country's marine resources to make sure they are not wasted. Minister Maduna was speaking at the official launch of the country's first environmental court in Hermanus yesterday. Environmental affairs and tourism minister Mohammed Valli Moosa was also present at the launch. The court began operating early in February and has regional court jurisdiction. It covers the Greater Hermanus area and

specialises in prosecuting environment-related offences. Mr. Moosa said the establishment of the court was a major breakthrough in the battle against the illegal exploitation of abalone. He said there was a number of proposals government was looking at to deal with the problem of abalone poaching, adding that there was a need for the restructuring of the abalone industry. 'Another proposal is to put a moratorium on abalone fishing for some years and restructure abalone quotas, where registered individuals will be issued with permits,' he said. - BuaNews.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200303070427.html
Rare Whales Rock Up At Walvis

The Namibian (Windhoek): TRUE to its name, Walvis Bay seems to have become home to one of the most rarely seen whales in the world. Over the past six years, about eight Pygmy Right Whales have found themselves stranded at the salt works pump house just outside the harbour town. Last Wednesday another one - measuring about three metres - beached herself. She weighed about 700 kg and it took more than 10 men to help get her back into the water. According to Dreyer, the beached whales have all been juveniles. Most die before they are found. The one on Wednesday was discovered by a fisherman who alerted Dreyer, who in turn contacted the Fisheries Research and Information Centre at Swakopmund. The whale was placed on a sling and carried into the ocean by more than 10 men. One book mentions that until recently only 40 strandings have been recorded. Adult Pygmy Right Whales grow up to six metres.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200303070033.html
Jackals Attack 30 in Wajir

The East African Standard (Nairobi): Thirty people have been hospitalized at Wajir District Hospital after being attacked by a pack of jackals over the last one week. The over 50 jackals also attacked and killed a number of sheep and goats at Khorf Harar in Wajir Bor Division. The Wajir Medical Officer of Health, Dr Argata Guracha, said only eight patients have had anti-rabies vaccination. The beast also killed 10 dogs in Simbi village in Tiriki East Division. The residents appealed to the Kenya Wildlife Service (KWS) to capture the animal. Meanwhile, Tausa residents in Taita Taveta District have appealed to KWS to track down a rogue lion. In Meru Central District, one of the three leopards, which mauled 26 sheep, four goats and three calves was trapped and killed

by villagers on Wednesday night.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200303080054.html
_________________________________________________________________________________________











7 March 2003

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by

Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General. 


Briefing by the Spokesman for the Secretary-General

Good afternoon.

**Security Council
Shortly after 10:30 a.m., in the presence of the Secretary-General, the Security Council began an open briefing on Iraq, with chief weapons inspectors Hans Blix and Mohamed ElBaradei providing updates on the status of inspections.

All Council members, including 11 foreign ministers, and Iraq, are inscribed to speak.

Following the meeting, the Secretary-General is hosting a luncheon with Security Council members.

The Council has scheduled closed consultations on Iraq later this afternoon.  The program states a start time of 4:00 p.m., but we understand now that the Council President will be announcing a new time this afternoon at the end of the open meeting.

**Blix

The Executive Chairman of the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC), Hans Blix, formally presented his twelfth quarterly report to the Security Council this morning.

This twelfth report is the first one that actually describes three months of inspections, Blix said.  In addition, he updated the Council on developments since the publication of the report.

Most notable in those recent developments is the destruction of the

al-Samoud missiles.  Blix noted that, while until today 34 al-Samoud missiles had been destroyed, he has been informed that no work on the destruction took place today.  “ I hope this is a temporary break”, Blix said. 

The destruction of those missiles is a substantial measure of disarmament Blix told Council members, the first since the middle of the 1990s.  “We are not watching the breaking of toothpicks.  Lethal weapons are being destroyed”, he said. 

Blix also highlighted movement on a number of other fronts, notably information relating to chemical and biological weapons.  He cautioned against a rush to judgment on the accelerated pace of initiatives from the Iraq side since January.  “This is welcome”, he said, “but the value of these measures must be soberly judged by how many question marks they actually succeed in straightening out.  This is not yet clear.” 

“How much time would it take to resolve the key remaining disarmament tasks?” Blix asked.  In answering his own question, he said that while cooperation can and is to be immediate, disarmament, and at any rate the verification of it, cannot be done instantly.

“Even with a proactive Iraqi attitude”, he said, “induced by continued outside pressure, it would still take some time to verify sites and items, analyze documents, interview relevant persons, and draw conclusions.”  The full text of his remarks is available upstairs.

**ElBaradei

In his presentation to the Security Council, International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) Director-General Mohamed ElBaradei said that nuclear inspections in Iraq are moving forward.

He told the Council there is no indication of resumed nuclear activities at any inspected sites or in buildings that have been identified as reconstructed or newly built since 1998, nor is there any indication that Iraq has attempted to import uranium since 1990.

ElBaradei said, “After three months of intrusive inspections, we have, to date, found no evidence or plausible indication of the revival of a nuclear weapons program in Iraq”.  He added that, over the past three weeks, possibly as a result of ever-increasing international pressure, Iraq has been forthcoming in its cooperation, including private interviews and the provision of evidence.

**UNMOVIC

Today in Iraq, a biological team from the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC) inspected the maintenance department of the railway station in Mosul, among other sites in that city. 

Another biological team returned to the al-Aziziyah Airfield and Firing Range to continue supervising the excavation of R-400 aerial bombs and they took samples from the remainders of containers that Iraq said had been used to transport biological agents.

**Iraq – Humanitarian planning

The High Commissioner for Refugees Ruud Lubbers has returned to Geneva after completing a 10-day, three-nation visit to Afghanistan, Pakistan and Iran.

In Iran yesterday, the United Nations Office of the High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) noted that Lubbers visited possible new campsites for Iraqi refugees in the west of the country.  Lubbers said that while war is not inevitable, it is important that governments in the region and the humanitarian community work to be prepared.  He said the Iranian government has been exemplary in its efforts to handle a possible Iraqi influx. 

The UNHCR said 10 sites, each designed to accommodate about 20,000 people, were being planned.

Meanwhile, the World Food Programme (WFP) said that 60 per cent of the population in Iraq depended totally on the oil-for-food programme to survive.  If the programme was interrupted, this would cause serious problems.  The population had about six weeks of supplies.  The WFP was pre-positioning food in the region, which could help 900,000 persons for 10 weeks. 

**Secretary-General’s Hague Trip


This Sunday the Secretary-General will arrive in The Hague in the Netherlands.

On Tuesday, he will be present at the inauguration of the International Criminal Court, which will include the swearing in of the court’s first

18 judges. 

He’s expected to deliver a speech at the ceremony in which he’ll say how important it is that the judges and the States parties to the Statute do everything possible to make sure the court sets a shining example of the highest standards of impartiality.

The Secretary-General will also be meeting with the Dutch Prime Minister Jan Peter Balkenende and the Minister for Foreign Affairs Jaap G. de Hoop Scheffer. 

As you know, the Secretary-General has also invited the Turkish Cypriot Leader, Rauf Denktash, and the Greek Cypriot Leader, Tassos Papadopoulos to come to The Hague as a follow up to the recent discussions he had with them in Nicosia. 

The Secretary-General is expected to hold a press conference in The Hague late on Monday afternoon.  He will be back in New York on Wednesday.

**UNRWA

In a press release issued by the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA), the agency’s

Commissioner General Peter Hansen said he was deeply distressed and saddened by the loss of life in Jabalya refugee camp in the Gaza strip, and by the “indiscriminate and excessive use of force by the Israeli military in densely populated residential areas.”

According to UNRWA, during an eight-hour incursion by Israeli military that began shortly before midnight on 5 March, 11 Palestinians were killed, including three youths under fifteen years of age.  Some 140 Palestinians were injured.

The relentless cycle of violence had only the day before claimed the lives of 15 Israelis, many of them children, in a suicide bombing on a bus in Haifa, Hansen said.  “With each succeeding attack and counter-attack, the will to peace is weakened”, he added “and the prospect of a just solution to the conflict made ever more tenuous.”  The full press release from UNRWA is available upstairs.  

**Democratic Republic of the Congo

We have a statement attributable to the Spokesman on the subject of the Democratic Republic of the Congo.  I will read only a part of it here.

“The Secretary-General was pleased to learn that the parties to the

inter-Congolese dialogue reached agreement in Pretoria on 6 March 2003 on all outstanding issues relating to the draft transitional constitution, military and security issues.  He commends them for the spirit of cooperation and compromise they showed in the interest of peace and stability in their country.

“At the same time, he is deeply concerned by the heavy fighting over the control of Bunia which took place recently and the threat it poses to the civilian populations, who have already paid an unacceptably high price in the many years of the conflict.  It is extremely disquieting that the fighting could result in a new round of inter-ethnic violence and massacres. 

“The Secretary-General urges all parties in the strongest possible terms to cease hostilities immediately and stop any acts of violence against civilians, including humanitarian personnel.”  We have copies of the complete text available upstairs.

**Refugees from Central African Republic
The UNHCR says it is checking reports of new refugees from the Central African Republic turning up in the Republic of the Congo.  This reported new influx into the Republic of the Congo from the south-westernmost part of CAR comes amidst a continuing outflow of Central African refugees and former Chadian immigrants from the north of the country into southern Chad. 

**Liberia - UNHCR
The UNHCR expressed its extreme sadness at the news that two aid workers for one of its implementing partners, the US-based Adventist Development and Relief Agency (ADRA), were killed in Liberia.  The workers had been missing since last week's rebel attack in Toe Town, in the eastern part of the country.  There were no details on the whereabouts of a third ADRA worker who had gone missing.

The UNHCR says it remains extremely concerned about the fate of some

2,500 Ivorian refugees and other West Africans who had been staying in their Toe Town transit centre and scattered into the surrounding forest in the wake of the attack.

**Al-Qaeda Sanctions List
The 1267 sanctions committee has reformatted its consolidated list on individuals and entities linked to Al-Qaeda.  It is available on the Web.  In a press release announcing the reformatted list, the Committee also strongly encourages Member States to provide it with any information currently missing on the list.

**Kyrgyzstan

Deputy High Commissioner for Human Rights Bertrand Ramcharan finished a three-day visit to Kyrgyzstan today, in which he met with President Askar Akaev and other senior officials, to discuss recent initiatives advancing human rights in the country and stressing the importance of actually implementing human rights.  He urged that the recently revised Constitution, as well as relevant laws, be interpreted and applied in the letter and spirit of international human rights norms.  We have a press release on that.

**International Women’s Day
Deputy Secretary-General Louise Fréchette addressed the discussion to mark International Women’s Day, which will be observed tomorrow.  She said that the Millennium Development Goals made it clear that gender equality was not only a goal in its own right, but critical to the ability to achieve all the others.  She went on to say that the focus must be on the education of girls and that women must be at the centre of the fight against HIV/AIDS.

“There is no time to lose”, she said, “if we are to reach the Millennium Development Goals by the target date of 2015.  Only by investing in the world’s women can we expect to get there.”  We have the full text of her speech upstairs.

**Press Releases
To mark International Women’s Day tomorrow, the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) is calling attention to the large number of women and girls who die in childbirth in developing countries.  More than half a million women and girls die each year giving birth, 99 per cent in developing countries.  The UNICEF says in sub-Saharan Africa a woman has a one in 13 chance of dying in childbirth, while in developed countries the figure is one in 4,085.  We have a press release with more details.

And one more press release to highlight for you, also on International Women’s Day.  Tomorrow, in Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso, the Director-General of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), Koichiro Matsuura, delivers his message on the day at a training centre for girls and women.  He will also present the UNESCO bronze medal to

Pauline Kabore, one of the first women to benefit from the UNESCO literacy programme in Burkina Faso, and who is now a trainer herself.

**The Week Ahead at the United Nations


And since it’s Friday, we have the week ahead to help you plan your coverage of the United Nations next week.


Questions?

**Questions and Answers

Question:  Could you clarify?  You mentioned about Al-Qaeda, the list that was reformatted that will be available on the Web.

Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  Yeah.  You want the Web?

Question:  Do you have an address or what is it pertaining to?

Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  I don’t have it with me.  But if you come up to my office we’ll give it to you and we’ll give you more details.

Question:  I have another question.  Have you received a response to reports of violations along the Iraq-Kuwait border?

Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  No.  We did report to the Security Council yesterday and I am not aware that the Security Council has taken up this matter.  We will be reporting further developments today.

Question:  When today?  Later on today or…?

Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  I believe it’s just in the process of going to the President now.

Thank you very much.

* *** *




UNEP and the Executive Director in the news





� HYPERLINK  \l "Wire" ��Global News Wire - UNEP TIES UP WITH BANKS TO BOOST SOLAR  HOME SYSTEMS�


�HYPERLINK  \l "Solar"��SolarAccess.com News  - UN Financing for Indian Solar Market  …….�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Initiative" ��Kerela.Next.Com -  Kerala, Karnataka benefit from UNEP solar power initiative� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "People" ��REUTERS  -  People before animals, UK's Short tells meeting�


� HYPERLINK  \l "UNEP" ��Renewable Energy Today - UNEP 'Buys Down' Cost of PV Projects� …….


� HYPERLINK  \l "Conservation" ��IPS -  Missing Weapons of Mass Conservation in India�
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