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HEADLINE: Nigeria; UNEP Urges Action to Better Manage the Globe's Groundwaters 

 

BODY: 
MANY of the world's "natural under-ground reservoirs" upon which two billion people depend for drinking water and irrigation are under increasing stress and strain, a new report launched on World Environment Day (WED) shows. 

The report, by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), paints a worrying picture of this critical, hidden, natural resource as growing and thirsty cities, industries and agriculture take their toll. 

It cites cases from across the world to highlight the global threat while also outlining a range of options to help secure and conserve supplies. 

In Arizona, United States, 400 million cubic metres of ground water is being removed annually which is about double the amount being replaced by recharge from rainfall. 

Almost a fifth of the water in storage in the huge Ogalla/High Plains Aquifer of the Midwest of the United States has been removed. The water table there has fallen in recent decades by, on average, three metres and up to 30 metres in some places. Other countries highlighted include Mexico where the number of aquifers considered over-exploited has jumped from 32 in 1975 to nearly 130 by the 1990s, says the report, Groundwater and its Susceptibility to Degradation 

Impacts include contamination by salt as seawater seeps in to replace the freshwater loss and contamination from the surface caused by pumping. Land subsidence causing damage to property and infrastructure has been recorded in several states including Mexico City, Queretaro and Celaya, as a result of the falling water table. 

In Spain, more than half of the nearly 100 aquifers are over-exploited. "In the important Segura River Basin of eastern Spain, the ratio of ground water storage depletion to available renewable water resources has increased from less than 20 per cent in the mid-1980s to 130 per cent by 1995". 

Ironically, some cities in very dry and arid regions like the Arabian Gulf are suffering a form of flooding, known as waterlogging, because of a heavy dependence on desalinated water from the coast which is leaking and becoming trapped in the ground. 

A typical Arabian Gulf coast city may be losing as much as a third of its water supplies to leaky mains and even more from over-watering of parks and gardens. This heavy reliance on treated sea-water is, in some cases, partly due to these cities having polluted their own underground waters making them unfit for human consumption. 

The report, which is being released at the main WED celebrations in the Lebanon, is also being launched at several key locations around the world including at a conference in London, UK, on 4 June called Environment Day "Event 2003". This is being hosted by Barbara Young, the Chief Executive of the Environment Agency. 

Klaus Toepfer, UNEP's Executive Director, said: " Some two billion people and as much as 40 per cent of agriculture is at least partly reliant on these hidden stores. Groundwater also supplements river flows, springs and wetlands vital for rural and urban communities and wildlife. Indeed most of the world's liquid freshwaters are found not in rivers and lakes, but below ground". 

"We are here in Lebanon for World Environment Day, the first time the event has been held in the Arab world. This report will have particular resonance in a region where it is estimated that in some areas over 90 per cent of the population could be suffering severe water stress by 2032," he said. 

Mr Topefer said the past 50 years had been marked by dramatic increases in the use of ground waters as populations have grown, demand for food has climbed and industrialization has expanded in the developed and into the developing world 

"This report is both cause for hope and concern. It shows that many underground supplies are proving quite resilient to chemical and other kinds of pollutants because slow passage through the rocks above them helps reduce or even eliminate health-hazardous substances before they reach supplies," he added. 

"However, they appear more vulnerable to neglect or over-use. If a lake, river or reservoir becomes depleted or dries up, the event is highly visible, there is public outcry and often action taken. I hope that this report will serve as a wake up call concerning the human, social and economic consequences of squandering our vital underground water supplies. Hopefully its findings will ensure that underground water supplies are no longer 'out of sight and thus out of mind', but quite rightly conserved for current and future generations," said Mr Toepfer. 

The UN's Millennium Development Goals and the water component of the World Summit on Sustainable Development's (WSSD) Plan of Implementation will be almost impossible to achieve without improvements in water efficiency in agriculture, industry and households which should in turn conserve freshwaters above and below ground. 

Martin Walshe, Senior Water Adviser at the UK Department for International Development (DFID), said: "The importance of water and its fundamental contribution to sustainable development is now recognised, but the contribution of water to poverty reduction will only be realised if it is set in the broader context of social and economic development and environmental improvement. At a regional level groundwater is of huge importance in Africa, Asia and Central and South America. Nationally, countries from Palestine to Denmark are dependent on groundwater and examples of local reliance can be drawn from Mexico City to Ethiopia". 

" In a rural context, groundwater provides the mainstay for agricultural irrigation and will be the key to providing additional resources for food security. However, concerns are growing over the sustainability of individual water sources and there is a growing need for management strategies that recognise the complex linkages that exist between groundwater supplies, urban land use and effluent disposal," he added. 

Brian Morris, principal hydrogeologist at the British Geological Survey in the United Kingdom which has been involved in the report, said: " The difficulty is managing groundwaters lies in the fact that they are often easy and relatively cheap to tap for large numbers of users. What is needed is pragmatic management such as increasing public and government awareness, properly resourcing the agencies that manage groundwater, supporting community management and encouraging the use of incentives and disincentives particularly in poorer countries and rural areas. It is vital we give groundwaters value like any other scarce resource". 

Key Findings 

Falling Water Tables 

The UNEP report, compiled in conjunction with the British Geological Survey and funding from the UK Department for International Development and Belgian Development Cooperation, links the fate of many of the world's growing cities with the prudent management of their underground water supplies. 

It lists 12 megacities, ones whose populations exceed 10 million, who are dependent on ground waters. These are Bangkok, Beijing, Buenos Aires, Cairo, Calcutta, Dhaka, Jakarta, London, Manila, Mexico City, Shanghai and Tehran. 

Rural areas can also be heavily dependent on groundwaters. The report highlights rural India where 50 per cent of irrigation water and 80 per cent of drinking water, much of which is brought to the surface from a network of three million hand-pumped wells, comes from underground. 

Some countries are heavily dependent on aquifers for agriculture. Saudi Arabia's agriculture is almost exclusively dependent on aquifers with 96 per cent of its water for irrigation coming from underground. This is followed by Bangladesh, 69 per cent; Tunisia, 61 per cent; Syria, 60 per cent; India, 53 per cent and Pakistan, 34 per cent. 

Some arid parts of the world have identified vast reserves of ancient groundwater, so called palaeowater, formed thousands of years ago in a wetter climatic period. Libya, for example, is taking seven million litres of water a minute from over 1,000 boreholes that tap aquifer systems below remote areas in the Southern Sahara. The water is transported in pipes, the 'Great Man-Made River', to the Mediterranean Coast 500 to 900Km away. 

Dhaka, Bangladesh, is an example of how heavy abstraction from urban aquifers can trigger profound impacts. There are now an estimated 1,300 boreholes tapping underground water for the city and its suburbs. In some areas the water table has fallen by as much as 40 metres. New boreholes are producing a third less than the ones dug in the 1970s as a result, surveys show. 

In Lima, Peru, deeper and more expensive boreholes are having to be dug to meet demand and the energy costs of water production have risen by a quarter. 

The risks of over-exploitation can be catastrophic in economic terms, especially in rural areas dependent on irrigation. The freshwater can become contaminated with salt making it unfit for human consumption and most agriculture. Removing the salt is costly and energy-intensive making it too expensive for many developing countries to consider. 

Rising Water Tables: Paradoxically, in some very dry parts of the world water levels are rising with striking effects. 

In Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, the population has soared from 20,000 in 1920 to over 1.2 million. Pipe-borne water is being pumped from the coast from desalination plants, which remove salt from seawater, to meet a high demand of more than 600 litres per person per day. 

An estimated one third of the pipe-borne water is lost to leaks from the city's mains. At the same time there are losses from underground storage tanks. Over-irrigation of lawns, road-side verges and parks means that a great deal of water is now leaking into the ground. The geology in Riyadh is such that the water cannot easily seep away. Basements and pipes have been damaged and deformed. 

The city has been forced to deploy expensive pumping equipment to tackle the problem. 

The report cites Kuwait and Doha, Qatar, as suffering similar problems. It says that, here additional impacts are being felt. The de-salinized water, percolating through the ground, is dissolving naturally-occurring salts that in turn attack and corrode concrete and the steel-reinforcing of foundations and other infrastructure. 

Fixing leaking pipes, metering, pricing reform, incentives for drip irrigation and hosepipe bans are among a range of measures that might reduce losses and the phenomenon of 'water-logging' being witnessed in some areas of the Arabian Gulf. 

Pollution: World-wide, the ground is used for the disposal of all kinds of wastes. Fortunately, many toxic wastes are absorbed and broken down by natural processes such as bacteria. 

However, some are not so easily degraded and in some cases so much waste is entering the ground that its natural ability to break down pollutants is exceeded. 

Meanwhile, not all the rock strata are the same and some are less efficient at neutralizing pollutants. This can also threaten the viability of local underground supplies. 

Merida, Mexico, highlights this concern. Concentrations of sewage-linked bacteria can, in some groundwaters, be several thousand times higher than that allowed under international health limits. 

Elsewhere, other potentially damaging pollutants include pesticides, fertilizers and industrial chemicals and wastes. 

Research from Barbados, where the weedkillers atrazine and ametryn are applied widely, has found pesticide contamination in boreholes as high as 3 microgrammes per litre, or 50 per cent higher than the World Health Organization (WHO) guideline. 

On Gran Canaria in the Canary Islands, levels of fertiliser-linked nitrates have been detected in underground water sources at levels as high as170 millgrammes per litre. The contamination, which is 120 millgrammes higher than the WHO guideline limit, is related to banana production. 

Solving the Problems: The report makes numerous suggestions on how ground water can be conserved and sustainably managed. But it concedes that many potential improvements and remedies are politically and socially difficult unless long term goals are adopted. 

Those managing water supplies, such as water agencies and government water departments, need to manage groundwater in tandem with rivers, lakes and reservoirs, a so-called Integrated Water Management approach. 

Economic actions, not directly related to groundwater, may have a big impact on water use. Promoting alternative rural livelihoods, such as brick making and textiles, which are less water intensive than agriculture may help diversify the economy away from heavy reliance on irrigation which has become a particularly heavy and low-value use of groundwater. Indeed economic development generally can give a country and its communities 'more options' leading to less reliance on ground and surface water as a whole. 

Diversifying rural economies may require investments in training and the availability of credit to get small, alternative, businesses up and running. The report says this may require new thinking among traditional water agencies involving alliances with departments of industry, commerce and education. 

In many developing countries, including ones in Africa, a chronic lack of hard facts on the condition of their groundwaters makes it difficult to draw up action plans. Making these hard facts publicly available is even more crucial and vital for building trust when aquifers are shared between one or more countries. 

A monitoring and early warning project, coordinated by UNEP and the United Nations Education, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), in seven West African cities including Abidjan, Niamey and Dakar has helped by pin-pointing 'pollution hot spots' and threats to aquifers. The scheme has been extended to three countries in Eastern Africa which are Ethiopia, Kenya and Zambia. 
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Vanguard

June 10, 2003 Tuesday 

HEADLINE: Nigeria;  New initiative to combat growing global menace of environmental crime 
      BODY: 

      Customs officers around the world are getting some extra backup in the on-going battle to beat the

      multi-billion dollar illegal trade in ozone depleting substances, toxic chemicals, hazardous wastes and

      endangered species. 

      With a focus on training border guards to better spot and apprehend criminals trafficking in "environmental

      commodities," a new "Green Customs" web site is being launched today (see

      http://www.unepie.org/ozonaction/customs/). The web site is part of an initiative to help tackle the growth

      of environmental crime, one of the most profitable and fastest growing new areas of international criminal

      activity. 

      Klaus Toepfer, Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), which is driving

      the new initiative, said, "The smuggling of ivory, tiger bones and rare orchids are a direct threat to species'

      survival. The illegal traffic of toxic waste negatively impacts on the environment and health of thousands in

      the developing world. At the same time criminal groups smuggle environmentally harmful products like

      ozone-depleting chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) whose legal trade is subject to stringent international

      restrictions." "Building the capacity of customs officials, who are on the front line of every country's efforts

      to combat this illegal trade, is vital," said Mr. Toepfer. 

      Environmental crime is a big and increasingly lucrative business. Thomas L. Sansonetti, Assistant Attorney

      General of the Environment and Natural Resources Division of the US Justice Department, said, "According

      to a December 2000 US Government report, it is estimated that local and international crime syndicates

      worldwide earn $22 - 31 billion dollars annually from hazardous waste dumping, smuggling proscribed

      hazardous materials, and exploiting and trafficking protected natural resources. When it comes to law

      enforcement and customs training around the world, we urgently need a more coordinated international

      response to strengthen the domestic capacity of countries to tackle this problem. The UNEP-led Green

      Customs initiative can provide an effective training package for strengthening domestic institutional capacity

      on environmental crime and enforcement of multilateral environmental agreements." 

      The same US Government report, the International Crime Threat Assessment, notes that criminal

      organizations earn $US10-12 billion per year for dumping trash and hazardous waste materials. It also says

      that the stealing and illicit trade of natural resources, (including illegal logging and the trade of forest timber)

      is also a significant income generator for criminal organizations, earning them $5 - 8 billion per year. The size

      of the global black market for ozone-depleting substances is estimated to range from 20,000 to 30,000

      metric tonnes annually. Illegal imports of these substances are far cheaper than CFCs that are legally

      recycled or obtained from limited existing stocks. 

      In an effort to help combat these problems the UNEP-led Green Customs initiative aims to improve

      coordinated intelligence gathering, information exchange, guidance (such as codes of best practice) and

      training amongst the partner organizations involved. The dedicated web site where interested organizations

      and the customs officers themselves can get information such as lists of upcoming training, environmental

      trainers, and training presentations and more is a key feature of the project. 

      The initial partners in the project include UNEP, Interpol (the international criminal police organization), the

      World Customs Organization (WCO) and the secretariats of multilateral environmental agreements (MEAs)

      that have trade provisions. These UNEP administered treaties include the Basel Convention on the

      Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal, the Convention on International Trade in   Endangered Species of Wild Flora and Fauna (CITES), and the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete      the Ozone Layer. 

      Many of the partners are already collaborating on training and information exchange. However, one of the

      aims of the Green Customs project is to harmonize efforts amongst the various actors, particularly the MEAs,

      so that customs officers receive training that covers all relevant environmental agreements. "By sharing

      expertise, experience and infrastructure, multilateral environmental agreements are working together to

      present a coordinated customs training front," said Klaus Toepfer. "In addition, this coherent approach to the

      problem of illegal trade should help ensure the implementation and enforcement of the MEAs in question." Mr.  Toepfer was speaking today from Brussels where he was signing a Memorandum of Understanding with the  WCO, the main purpose of which is to foster stronger ties between the two organizations on environmental  enforcement issues. "Among its many important activities, the World Customs Organization has been   providing investigative support to track environmental crime," said Toepfer. "As the only international  inter-governmental organization specialized in customs matters they are an essential partner in the new  Green Customs initiative we are launching today. 
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June 10, 2003 Tuesday 

HEADLINE: Nigeria;    Environmentalists canvass integrated water resources management 

      BODY: 

      Nigerian environmentalists last week joined their counterparts all over the world to mark the World

      Environment Day which centred on the theme "Water: Two billion people are dying for it". 

      The World Environment Day was created by the United Nations General Assembly Resolution 2994 on the

      15th of December 1972 following the conference on Human Environment held in Stockholm in June that

      year. 

      In Lagos,participants at a one-day symposium to commemorate the World Environment Day organized by

      the Foundation For Environmental Development and Education in Nigeria (FEDEN)/Leadership for

      Environment and Development (LEAD), have called for the adoption of an integrated water resources

      management as way out of the shortage of potable water supply in the country. 

      They also canvassed communal and private sector participation in the provision of potable water and

      appropriate pricing of water, contending that many people in Nigeria do not pay for water consumed. 

      The panelists drawn from cohorts nine and ten of the FEDEN/LEAD brain-stormed on "Harnessing Nigeria's

      water resources for water security: Lessons from Mexico. The panelists relived their experiences in Mexico

      and related them to the situation in Nigeria in the areas of managing urban water for sustainable

      development; Coastal Water resources and sustainable development; Wetlands, Rural waters and Lake

      ecosystems and Green waters and ecological services. Dr Toyin Ogundipe, an Associate Professor of Botany

      and Microbiology at the University of Lagos and Engr Tunde Oloko spoke on managing urban water while Mrs   Arike Adeyemo, Director, African Infrastructure Foundation and lecturer in Unilag spoke on coastal water  resources. Other panelists were Mr Tosan Eyitsede of Chevron, Engr Waheed Sadiq of Conoil, Mrs Aderonke   Odeneye of the Federal Ministry of Environment and Mr Benneth Oghifo of the Environment Desk, Thisday  Newspaper. 

      Mrs Odeneye who described green water as water in its natural state lamented that although Nigeria is

      blessed with enormous water resources potentials, the lack of sustainable integrated water resources

      management is adversely affecting its development. 

      According to her, there are rampant cases of underground water pollution from ruptured pipes while rain

      water which ought to be a blessing is causing a lot of pains to Nigeria. 

      In his opening speech, the director/chief executive of FEDEN/LEAD Nigeria, Prof Adeniyi Osuntogun said the  symposium was part of the Group's environmental awareness and education activities and the fulfilment of   the United Nation's General Assembly resolution 2997 of 15th December 1992 which encourages governments   and organizations worldwide to annually undertake on that day activities reaffirming their commitment to the   preservation and enhancement of the environment for the present and future generations. 

      Reflecting on the theme, Water: "2 billion people are dying for it", Prof Osuntogun explained that the year

      2025, an estimated 3.5 billion people will live in areas suffering from serious water stress. 

      "That's 6.5 times the figure for 2000. Today, at least 1.1 billion people lack access to safe drinking water and

      2.5 billion live without adequate sanitation", he said. 

      In another forum, the participants suggested that every state in the country should set up a Ministry of

      Water Resources for better coordination of water-related matters at the grassroots level. The Federal

      Government should also create a Ministry of Fisheries instead of having it as a small department. These

      views were canvassed by environmentalists who gathered last week at the Muson Centre Onikan, Lagos in

      search of a sustainable water resources development and poverty alleviation. 

      The forum organized by the Friends of the Environment (FOTE) to mark the 10th year anniversary of its

      formation and the World Environment Day (WED) noted that the placing of water resources under the

      ministry of Public Utilities as is the case in many states, would not effectively address issues relating to

      water. The theme of this year's WED was "Water:2 billion people are dying for it". 

      The permanent secretary, Federal ministry of Water Resources, Dr. Lucius Ibe in a keynote address noted

      that water and poverty are interwined in many ways, adding that adequate supply of fresh water to maintain

      the ecosystem is a sine qua non for achieving sustainable development and poverty alleviation. 

      FOTE chairperson, Engr. (Mrs) Joanna Maduka quoting a United Nations report explained that about 90

      percent of the earth's water is in the ocean which is too salty and therefore is hardly used for drinking,

      farming and manufacturing. 

      "Only about 3 % of the earth's water is fresh yet reasonable quantity of this is not easily accessible", she

      lamented, adding that a meteorological report described the slow penetration of pollutants into

      groundwater as a "chemical time bomb". 

      Mrs Maduka who acknowledged the creation of jobs by pure water producers, regretted that the improper

      disposal of the cellophane packaging constitutes a major problem in the nation's waterways and the

      environment in general. 

      Speaking on "Protection of Vulnerable Marine Ecosystems from Fishing", a university don, Prof Martins

      Anetekha called on the federal government to stop the proposed dredging of the River Niger, claiming that it

      would destroy the main source of livelihood of the people of the Niger Delta which is fishing. 

      "The River Niger must not be dredged because the lower reaches of the River Niger form the rich residence of

      pawns where they are caught in large quantities. The area equally forms the nursery grounds for most of the

      Nigerian rich fisheries resources. Because of these rich fisheries resources the people of the Niger Delta are

      fishermen by profession. 

      Thus dredging of the Niger will lead to destruction of the nursery grounds and the major homes of shell fishes

      leading to recruitment failure and loss of naturally endowed profession of the Niger Delta people", he said. 

      The money that would be used in dredging the River according to the don should be channeled to develop

      fisheries in the Niger Delta to alleviate poverty in the area. 

      Prof Anetekha who is the Dean, Faculty of Sciences at the Lagos state university explained that Nigeria can

      turn around its fortune from being a fish importing nation to a fish exporting nation. 

      "Increased production from artisanal fisheries alone is capable of meeting our 1.4 million metric tonnes per

      annum fish protein requirement while the projected seven million metric tonnes per annum from aquaculture

      would represent excess production which can be exported to the international market and this can generate

      foreign exchange earning for the country and increase her Gross Domestic Product", he said. 

      And in a joint WED message, the Nigerian Conservation Foundation (NCF) and FSB International Bank Plc

      called for a reflection on the state of the Nigerian environment, the emerging challenges and our individual

      and collective responsibilities. 

      The message read in parts: "the theme of today's celebration, 'Water: more than 2 billion people are dying

      for it' suggests this rising incapacity of the environment to provide for humans. Only 2.5 percent of the

      global water is fresh, and only a fraction of this percentage is accessible to humanity. 

      With the mismanagement of our wetlands and the attendant reduction in the recharging capacity of ground

      water, coupled with desert encroachment in Northern Nigeria, water as necessary as it is, is set to become

      increasingly scarce. It should be noted that desertification has already affected 350,000 sq Km of our land

      area and is still advancing southwards at the speed of 0.6 km per annum. This situation is not helped by the

      depletion of our forests at the rate of 3.5% annually. Between 1981 and 1994, Nigeria lost 3.7 million

      hectares of forests. At present only 4% of Nigerian rainforest cover is left. 

      This implies a colossal loss of biodiversity. While more than 11,000 species of animals and plants are

      threatened with extinction in the world, 484 plant species are threatened with extinction in Nigeria alone". 

      The two groups canvassed the development of a more environmentally friendly and socially equitable

      approach to forest management. they made a case for the setting up of a National Forestry Policy to check

      the indiscriminate and wanton destruction of the country's forests. 

      "It is heart-rending that while countries with lesser natural resources endowment have done a lot to harness

      what they have to promote environment- friendly eco-tourism and research, we are gradually becoming

      notorious for animal trafficking and illegal logging", the two organizations decried, adding that the

      degradation of the Nigerian environment contributes to the exacerbation of drought, acute water scarcity,

      low agricultural productivity, rural poverty and the proliferation of diseases associated with extreme

      temperatures and poor environmental conditions. 

      "While degradation of the Nigerian environment worsens the incidence of poverty, poverty in itself remains

      one of the greatest threats to the environment", they said. The message concluded by declaring that the

      WED celebration in Nigeria "must be matched with the resolve for concrete action. We must act locally while

      we are thinking globally and recognize the nexus between sustainable economic development and

      environmental protection. 
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ENN

American and Cuban environmentalists collaborate at an international conference 

By Eliza Barclay 

A tobacco-drying hut in Cuba's

Viñales Valley

HAVANA — Despite the tenuous economic relations between the United States and Cuba, Cuban and American environmentalists expressed mutual agreement of the importance of opening and maintaining cooperation on sustainable development at the Fourth International Convention on Environment and Development.

The convention, held at the Palace of Conventions in Havana June 2-6 brought together specialists on environmental science, sustainable development, and environmental education from 21 countries to share information and discuss possibilities for collaboration.  

"A better world is possible," said Dr. Rosa Elena Simeon Negrin, minister of Science, Technology, and Environment (CITMA) for Cuba. "We surely can move forward and work together to achieve one."

Delegates from the United States, Europe, and Latin America presented case studies and projects on topics, including clean energy in developing countries, sustainable forestry, mitigation of hazardous wastes, and sustainable cities. Globalization and technology transfer were also key issues stimulating significant exchange between citizens from developing and developed nations.

Cuba has endured the economic embargo enforced by the United States since 1959 and has developed many creative solutions to environmental problems, particularly in the areas of agriculture, biodiversity and land protection, and environmental education. 

The United States has maintained heavy travel restrictions on Americans wishing to travel to Cuba. For the first time in the eight-year history of the conference, a sizable delegation of 73 Americans was able to share research and take part in the discussions. The American delegates came to Cuba for educational purposes through Global Exchange, a nonprofit organization based in San Francisco, and through various American universities.  

John Francis, special ambassador to the United Nations, was among the American participants. Francis, who will be inaugurating a Planetwalk across Cuba with a group of more than 60 Americans on June 8, spoke at the conference about walking for food, peace, and the environment. Francis is also the founder of Planetwalk.

"It is very difficult to separate environment from food from peace," he said. "Bringing people together,

particularly during this time of strained relations between the two countries: The conference did achieve something very important." 

In the final roundtable session on Cuba-U.S. collaboration on the environment, Rachel Bruhnke of Global Exchange highlighted the many areas in which Cuban and American scientists, students, and institutions have been sharing ideas over the years, particularly in the areas of energy, alternative medicine, and agriculture. Cuban and American delegates chimed in to support more opportunities for exchange of research and implementation strategies.

In his speech to the 470 delegates assembled for the closing plenary session, Dr. Ricardo Sanchez, regional director for Latin America for the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP), talked about the status and need for increased sustainable development in Latin America. 

Sanchez said, "There is great opportunity and need for the United States, Cuba, and Mexico to work together on common environmental issues like coastal and fisheries management in the Gulf of Mexico."

Eliza Barclay is a freelance writer based in Washington, D.C. 

Source: Environmental News Network 
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Solar Access

World Bank Finances  Philippine Solar Project
                         Washington D.C. - June 10, 2003

   [SolarAccess.com] A new plant on the island   of  Mindinao in the Philippines will be  combined with the existing Bubanawan   hydroelectric plant in the first full-scale  demonstration of the environmental and                      economic benefits of combining hydro and  photovoltaic-based power. 

                         The International Finance Corporation (IFC),   the private sector arm of the World Bank

Group, and Cagayan Electric Power and  Light Company, Inc (CEPALCO) have agreed   to finance the US$5.4 million solar  photovoltaic power project in the with partial  funding from the Global Environment Facility                        (GEF). 

                         "This project represents GEF's initial foray  into supporting large-scale photovoltaic                         applications, which can ultimately reduce  costs and improve performance," said  Mohamed El-Ashry, CEO and chairman of the  GEF. 

                         The GEF, which funds innovative  applications of renewable energy  technologies, will provide a US$4 million  forgivable loan through IFC, with CEPALCO  contributing the remainder as equity. The 950

kW project will be the largest distributed,  grid-connected photovoltaic installation in the   developing world, according to the IFC.  Sumitomo Corporation of Japan is the turnkey   contractor for the project, and the solar

modules are being manufactured by Sharp  Corporation of Japan. The project, expected  to become operational in 2004, has an  innovative financing structure, with IFC/GEF financing a loan that converts to   a grant after five years of operation if certain conditions are met. 

                         "IFC is proud to be associated with this path-breaking renewable energy  project," said Gavin Murray, IFC director of Environment and Social  Development. "This financing structure provides a model for donor-assisted  projects by promoting timely execution and operation of the project through  the adoption of project financing discipline." 

                         CEPALCO is the third largest electric distribution utility in the Philippines. It is a   private, investor-owned utility with a peak load of about 80 MW. CEPALCO   holds the power distribution license for a coastal region on Mindanao  reaching from the city of Cagayan de Oro in the west to the town of Jasaan

in the northeast. 

                         "We are very excited to be a part of this pioneering project, and look forward  to moving towards a future with cleaner and more environmentally  sustainable generating technologies," said Ramon C. Abaya, Chairman of  CEPALCO. 

                         Established in 1991, the GEF helps developing countries fund projects and  programs that protect the global environment and is the designated financial   mechanism for international agreements on biodiversity, climate change, and  persistent organic pollutants. The activities of the GEF, funded by member  countries, are largely implemented through the World Bank, UNDP, and UNEP.

                         The IFC acts as a private sector interface for the GEF, operating through the   World Bank as a GEF implementing agency. 

____________-_________________________________________________________________

The Statesman (India) 

June 11, 2003 
HEADLINE: SIKKIM LAKES FLOOD-PRONE DUE TO GLOBAL WARMING 

BODY: 


Sudeshna Sarkar in Kathmandu June 10. - Fourteen lakes in north Sikkim, formed and engorged by melting glaciers, may be prone to flood. 

And this is only the tip of the iceberg, an inventory warns. Kathmandu-based International Centre for Integrated Mountain Development started a project from June 1999 to develop an inventory of glaciers, glacial lakes and floods related with glacial lakes in the Hindukush-Himalayan mountain region through its Mountain Environment and Natural Resources Information Systems. The survey tries to cover the mountainous region of 3,500 km from Afghanistan to Myanmar, sustaining over 150 million people. The countries in between are Pakistan, Nepal, China, Bhutan, Bangladesh, and India. "Glaciers are nature's renewable storehouse of freshwater, and millions of people in the Hindukush-Himalayan region are benefited by them," said Mr Pradeep Mool of ICIMOD. "But accelerated global warming is causing them to retreat. The resulting long-term loss of natural freshwater storage could have devastating downstream effects." In the mountains of Nepal, the data compiled by 49 monitoring stations show an increase in the region's temperature since the mid-1970s. "On an average, air temperatures are one degree higher than in the 70s," said Mr Mool. "As the temperature rises, glaciers retreat and lakes are formed behind." Further melting of the glacier causes the lake to breach its banks discharging enormous volumes of water and debris. There have been at least 20 catastrophes in Bhutan, Nepal and China, destroying life, property and infrastructure in the past 50 years. A landslide in Yarlung Zambo in Tibet in April 2000 triggered a flood, said Mr Mool. "... While no loss was reported from Tibet, there was huge casualty in India as the flood spilled over going as far as Bangladesh. There's an urgent need for information-sharing in the region," he said. Supported by the United Nations Environment Programme, ICIMOD has undertaken the inventory to assess the threat from glacial lakes and highlight the ones where floods are likely so that preventive measures may be adopted. 

Till now it has completed its work in Nepal, Bhutan and Sikkim. In Nepal, 20 lakes have have been identified as potentially dangerous. In Bhutan, it is 24, while in Sikkim 14 lakes have been marked dangerous. The database was assembled through topographical maps, aerial surveys, remote sensing, and geographic information system. 

When the inventory in Nepal and Bhutan was made public last year, UNEP's regional coordinator in Asia, Mr Surendra Shrestha, said at a London press conference that UNEP scientists were denied access to India as the lakes were in the Indo-Pak border. 

JOURNAL-CODE: FSTN 
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The Hindu 

June 10, 2003 
 
HEADLINE: MIRACLE IN THE MIDST OF DROUGHT? 

BODY: 


"IT IS not difficult to get potable water continuously and in any quantity in a coastal city like Chennai," says Dr. Felix A. Ryan, a former United Nations Advisor on Development and Refugee Rehabilitation. He goes on to add "through the simplest method of distillation." This man from Chennai has devised different types of stills to obtain safe drinking water. But, how does this still work? The technique uses the principles of evaporation and condensation to get potable water from salt water, says Dr. Ryan. The 4-pot-still' can be assembled with earthen pots readily available with the rural poor. Two large sized pots and two small ones are taken. The small ones should go into at least one of the large pots and be placed one on top of the other within the bigger pot that is kept at the bottom. They are set, preferably in the open, on a 3-stone stove (camper's stove). Seawater is poured into the big pot at the bottom to the brim of the small pot placed inside. The small pot at the bottom is filled with mud as insulation and to prevent it from lifting due to buoyancy. Now fill the big pot on top with sea or saline water and light the stove, let it be on low fire. (As firewood is costly, briquettes, made of foliage, crushed like tea leaves and made into lumps with tree gum to bind, can be used for heating. Tamarind seed roasted, crushed and boiled yields good gum.) When heated, the water in the big pot at the bottom evaporates and the vapour, which hits the cold bottom of the big pot above, condenses, drips and fills the small pot. It is pure water. As the water in the big pot on top gets warm it is removed with a cup in small quantities and fresh cold water added; the colder the water the quicker the condensation. 

In between the big pots, there may be pinholes through which the vapour can escape. To prevent this, a thin cloth is twisted and wrapped around between the big pots. 

The big pots may have a holding capacity of about 20 litres each and the two small ones about 5 litres each. The small pot filled with sand prevents the condensed water from getting heated and evaporating. Under low fire, it takes about 30 minutes to yield 5 litres of potable water. For more the process may be repeated or more stills may be set up. 

The still might not be more than a domestic model, so Dr. Ryan has designed a much larger, community water supply system which can provide safe water for 50,000 people every day or for cultivation on 10 hectares of land, sector by sector. With maintenance being minimal in this system, villagers can use it effectively without any external help. 

Dr. Ryan has also designed a generator activated by seawater running through a turbine by gravity and producing enough electricity to power industrial heating elements of 100 KW capacity to heat 5,000 litres of seawater every hour in a large stainless steel container. The heated seawater can in turn create a sea of potable water by the distillation process. 

In January this year, at the instance of General Raj Pal of the Indian Army, Dr. Ryan went to Bangalore, Cantonment Area, to show ways of improving the drinking water position there. His methods are now being implemented in stages. Dr. Ryan has made models for getting potable water at lower capacities and his innovations are already in use in places as far apart as North America, Europe and Australia and in several parts of Africa such as Somalia. Where distillation is not done, Dr. Ryan advocates purification of water by growing duckweed in storage tanks as is now being done in at least three states in the U.S. on a large scale. Closer home, duckweed has been introduced in Andhra Pradesh and Bangalore. Dr. Ryan further says chlamydomonas reinhardi, a unicellular algae, is prized for its metal-eating properties. The algae are easily available and can be genetically engineered and multiplied rapidly. Compared with chemical extraction methods in use now, it is environment-friendly and effective and less costly too. 

In their efforts to genetically enhance the algae, researchers have found an effective method, which involves attaching a protein known as metallothionen to the algae. The protein enhances the cells' metal picking capabilities by five times. It is a major step forward, says Dr. Ryan, in reducing heavy metal pollution and remediation of contamination in and around great lakes, ponds, catchment areas and storage tanks. 

The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) has named its fresh water chief to monitor the various innovations and inventions of Dr. Ryan while the UNEP at Osaka, Japan, has put them on its web site. The European Economic Commission has made him an offer in writing of a grant of Euro 5,00,000 provided the local government collaborates with his Ryan Foundation for providing clean, drinking water for mass use. 

Notwithstanding these, Dr. Ryan's innovations do not seem to have found much favour in India except in Gujarat about five years ago during severe drought conditions. When L. K. Advani and Maneka Gandhi sought his help to save the people of Gujarat from dehydration and death, he had in less than 10 days created a miracle of sorts by providing drinking water to innumerable villagers through his time-tested method. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

The Pakistan Newswire

June 8, 2003 Sunday
HEADLINE: World's water supply 'running low': UN

 
BODY:
The world's natural supply of underground water, on which two billion people depend, is being run down, according to the United Nations. Water tables are falling by about three meters a year across much of the developing world, according to a study by the UN Environment Programme (Unep). The UN said governments must take immediate action to reverse the decline. "I hope this report will serve as a wake-up call concerning the human, social and economic consequences of squandering our vital underground water supplies," said Klaus Toepfer, Unep's executive director. Growing populations, industrialization and more intensive farming are all contributing to a dramatic increase in the use of water. In Arizona, the amount of water being taken from the ground is twice what is replaced naturally, the report says. In parts of the Arabian Gulf, underground water sources are being contaminated by salty sea water pumped from the coast through leaky pipelines to boost city supplies. Developing countries in particular are using up groundwater at what the report calls "an alarming rate". Dhaka in Bangladesh has been tapping into its underground water sources so vigorously that in some places the water table has fallen by 40 meters. New boreholes produce a third less water than 30 years ago, experts say. But the UN says the issue is not getting enough attention because water tables are mainly hidden from view. "If a lake, river or reservoir becomes depleted or dries up, the event is highly visible. There is public outcry and often action taken," Mr Toepfer said. "Hopefully (the report's) findings will ensure that underground water supplies are no longer 'out of sight and thus out of mind'." It said some of the world's biggest cities - including Bangkok, Cairo, Calcutta, London, Mexico City and Jakarta - are dependent on groundwater and should be "prudent" in managing their supplies. The report calls for a more integrated management structure of underground water supplies and for relevant agencies to be given the necessary resources. Communities and those whose livelihoods are reliant on groundwater need to be encouraged to seek alternatives and should be given training and credit for doing so, it says. But first, it concludes, many parts of the developing world need to be better informed of the issue, so they can monitor the crisis properly before it becomes any more acute.
_________________________________________________________________________________________


Manila Bulletin

June 6, 2003

HEADLINE: Dirty water puts two billion at risk; United Nations agency says; Opinion & Editorial

BODY:
Byline: The AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE

NAIROBI The United Nations environment agency has expressed concern over the depletion and increasing pollution of underground reservoirs on which two billion people depend for their drinking water and irrigation.

Developed as well as Third World countries are equally affected by the problem of the diminishing ground water sources, the UN Environment Program (UNEP) said in a new report launched on Wednesday to mark the World Environment Day.

Natural underground reservoirs, upon which two billion people depend for drinking water and irrigation, are under increasing stress and strain, the report warned. 

It painted a worrying picture of this critical, hidden, natural resource, as growing and thirsty cities, industries and agriculture take their toll, citing cases from across the world to highlight the global threat.

In Arizona in the United States, 400 million cubic meters of ground water is being removed annually, which is about double the amount being replaced by recharge from rainfall, the report said.

Almost a fifth of the water in storage in the huge Ogalla/High Plains Aquifer of the Midwest of the United States has been removed and the water table there has fallen in recent decades by, on average, three meters and up to 30 meters in some places, it said.

In Mexico, the number of aquifers considered over-exploited jumped from 32 in 1975 to nearly 130 by the 1990s, while in Spain, more than half of the nearly 100 aquifers are over-exploited, said the report, titled: Groundwater and its Susceptibility to Degradation: A global Assessment of the Problem and Options for Management.

In the important Segura River Basin of eastern Spain, the ratio of ground water storage depletion to available renewable water resources has increased from less than 20 percent in the mid-1980s to 130 percent by 1995. it said

Ironically, some cities in very dry and arid regions like the Arabian Gulf are suffering a form of flooding, known as waterlogging, because of heavy dependence on desalinated water from the coast, which is leaking and becoming trapped in the ground, the report said.

IAC-CREATE-DATE: June 9, 2003
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The Emirates 

June 9, 2003 
 
HEADLINE: U.A.E.: UN RELEASES DESERTIFICATION REPORT ON WEST ASIA TO MARK UAE MEETING 

BODY: 




The Secretariat of the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) has released a report on desertification in West Asia on the occasion of the UAE's hosting of the second ministerial meeting of member states of the Organisation. The meeting, which opened yesterday under the auspices of President H.H. Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, ends on Wednesday. 

The report said that desertification was one of the major problems threatening the future of mankind due to its direct effect on his sources of food and the subsequent effect on this to his health and way of life. Published by the United Nations, the report pointed out that the world loses about 24 billion tonnes of soil a year and that about 70 per cent of the total area of dry lands in use for agricultural purposes around the world had suffered various degrees of degradation as a result of desertification, adding that about 110 countries were facing desertification dangers, which according to a report from the United Nations Environmental Programme, UNEP, was causing an annual loss of about US $ 42 billion worldwide. It said desertification was putting in danger the source of food of more than one billion people, which is about a fifth of the world's population, the report said. The report said that countries in West Asia lie within the dry desert belt, known for its very low and rare rainfall, as well as for its high temperature and evaporation rates. "This region, which covers an area of about 3.95 million square kilometres, have seen a rapid population growth from the 19.93 million people in 1950 to 83.99 million people in 1995. This is expected to rise to 127.75 million in 2010," the report said. 

As for the climate, the report said that 72 per cent of the area of this region receives rainfall that is less than 100mm a year, 15 per cent of the area receives 100 to 300 mm of rainfall a year, while 10 per cent receives rainfall above 300mm a year. The report said that the harsh climate condition, coupled with the increasing human pressure on the natural resources in the region, had led to the dangerous rate of desertification, which is threatening a large portion of the region and adversely affecting the lives of million of people in the region. 

The report blamed the desertification phenomenon on four human activities, including wide scale and intensive use of land for agricultural purposes, which, it said, leads to the degradation of the soil, over grazing of animals, which leads to destruction of the green vegetation that holds on the soil to prevent soil erosion, the indiscriminate cutting of trees and the over-irrigation, which, it said, leads to salination of the soil and, consequently, to desertification. 

The report said that the anti-desertification convention came into existence after thirteen months of negotiations and dialogue during series of meetings, held in Nairobi, Geneva, New York and Paris, which culminated into the approval of the agreement on June 17, 1994. By the end of April 2003, 110 countries have signed the agreement, while the number of countries which ratified the agreement stood at 186 countries, including countries in West Asia with the exception of Iraq. 

(The Emirates News Agency, WAM) 


_________________________________________________________________________________________

ROAP Media Update – 11 June 2003
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UN or UNEP in the news

Environmental consequences of war loom large - Scientists are attempting to systematically record the effects of conflict on the earth's biology, leading to concerns that we may be causing more damage than we thought
Taipei Times, Taiwan  By Arne Jernelov, Tuesday, Jun 10, 2003 - Concern about the environmental consequences of war probably started after the first atomic bombs were dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki at the end of World War II, when no one knew how long lasting the radioactive contamination would be or what clean-up measures could be taken. During the Cold War, the environmental effects of an all-out nuclear confrontation became a matter of forecast and speculation, illustrated by the concept of "nuclear winter." 
…Attempts have been made ever since to systematically examine and document the environmental consequences of wars. Studies of the Balkan wars and the many wars that consumed Afghanistan during the 1990s have been launched through international organizations like the UN Environment Program (UNEP). Unfortunately, Africa's wars -- in Congo, Rwanda and Burundi, Liberia, Sierre Leone, and the Ivory Coast -- have not yet received the attention they require. 
http://www.taipeitimes.com/News/edit/archives/2003/06/10/2003054719 

General environment news

Filmmaker's passion for Timor
Tuesday, 10 June 2003 - THE plight of the people of East Timor is the current passion of independent filmmaker, David Bradbury.
He told about 100 guests at a World Environment Day dinner in the Bega Town Hall last Thursday night that Australians should be grateful for what the East Timorese had done for Australia during World War 11 but instead we had allowed it to become a torture chamber of the Indonesian Government.
"East Timor is so close to Australia and yet we have just turned off.
"Instead, Howard, Downer and Hill are sidling up to a government that is still involved in killing in Acheh today," he said.
Mr Bradbury, who lives in Northern NSW, was the guest speaker at the 26th World Environment Day dinner organised by the Friends of the Bournda Environmental Education Centre.
http://bega.yourguide.com.au/detail.asp?class=news&subclass=local&category=general%20news&story_id=233269&y=2003&m=6 

Shire earns global clean, green praise
Tuesday, 10 June 2003 - Redland Shire become only the second community in Australia to receive an internationally-recognised sustainable tourism accreditation on World Environment Day last week.
…He said the Redlands was now on a par with hundreds of other ecologically elite Green Globe 21 destinations around the world that were dedicated to sustaining the environment and their heritage well into the future.
The Green Globe 21 program, adapted from the United Nation's Agenda 21, works towards reducing and stabilising environmental impacts resulting from tourism activities.
http://redland.yourguide.com.au/detail.asp?class=news&subclass=local&category=general%20news&story_id=233093&m=3&y=2003 

Exhibit on freshwater at Shangri-La Plaza 
In observance of Environment Month in June, the Environmental Management Bureau (EMB) of the Department of Environment and Natural Resources will hold a photo exhibit focusing on freshwater resources at the third-level lobby of the Shangri-La Plaza in Mandaluyong City on June 11 to 18. 

EMB Director Julian Amador explained that while water abounds in various parts of the world, not all are blessed with safe drinking water. He cited the world statistics showing that about 1.4-billion people do not have access to safe water. As a consequence, some 7 million people, 2.2 million of them children aged five and below, die every year from water-borne diseases. 

For this reason, Amador said, the United Nations has focused on water as this year’s theme for the World Environment Day marked last June 5 (“Water. . . Two Billion People Are Dying for It!”) to stimulate worldwide awareness of the critical state of the world’s water resources and enhance political attention and action. 

The UN has also declared 2003 as “The International Year of Freshwater.” 

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs_news_body.asp?section=Metro&oid=25227 

Raw-water pricing considered as measure to conserve water 
ABS CBN News, Philippines  June 9, 2003 (By REXCEL JOHN SORZA-TODAY Correspondent) - ILOILO CITY - Besides the floods, droughts and water shortages perennially encountered, Filipinos may have to pay for any amount of raw water used, as a price for the degradation and destruction of the environment. 
… Raw-water pricing is among the measures considered by the government in trying to conserve water as its conservation is one of the government’s 11-point program aimed at meeting the Millennium Development Goal of providing half of the country’s population with access to clean water by 2015. 
http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs_news_body.asp?section=Provincial&oid=25216
THATTA: A seminar was organised to observe 'World Environment Day' by the Web For Human Development, Thatta, (WHDT) at the Thatta Press Club the other day.
http://www.hipakistan.com/en/detail.php?newsId=en28083&F_catID=&f_type=source 

Drinking water unsafe in parts of city: Experts
Express News Service, New Delhi, June 6: A seminar ‘Water—two billion people are dying for it’, was organised by Indian Association of Occupational Health (IAOH) Delhi State and Delhi Medical Association on World Environment Day on Thursday. 
The experts said that over 37 crore people do not get safe drinking water and lakhs of people, particularly women and children, die of water-borne diseases in the country. 
http://cities.expressindia.com/fullstory.php?newsid=54065 
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T U E S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
Annan voices ‘serious concern’ over Israel’s attempted extra-judicial killing
*
UN agency gives homes to Palestinians whose houses were destroyed by Israel

*
Myanmar: UN envoy sees Daw Aung San Suu Kyi; Annan urges her release

*
‘Dire situation’ unfolding as rebels move on Liberia’s capital, UN agencies warn

*
Annan appoints expert panel to follow-up on Liberia sanctions
*
UN envoy continues meetings with Iraqi political leaders

*
Security Council briefed on successes, remaining challenges of UN in Kosovo

*
DR of Congo: Security Council mission arrives in capital

*
Senior UN official urges continuation of Bosnia and Herzegovina’s rights forum

*
UN health agency team travels to China to assess SARS situation

*
Eritrea: UN relief official arrives as drought crisis worsens

*
UN agency launches emergency campaign to help drought-hit Ethiopian farmers

*
Central African Republic: UN agency helps refugees repatriate from DR of Congo

*
New WHO tobacco control treaty opens for signatures next week

* * * *

Middle East

10 June – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan voiced “serious concern” today over Israel’s attempted extra-judicial killing of a Palestinian political leader in Gaza and again called on the Israeli Government to “desist from the disproportionate use of force.”

“He reiterates his consistent opposition to such actions,” a statement issued by a spokesman for Mr. Annan said of the attempt against Hamas leader Abdel-Aziz al-Rantissi. “Today’s action is likely to complicate even further the efforts by the Palestinian Prime Minister to halt violence and terrorism by Palestinian groups.”

Mr. Annan condemned the killing in the attack of Palestinian civilians, including a mother and her three-year-old daughter. “He calls again on the Government of Israel to desist from the disproportionate use of force, especially in densely populated areas,” the statement added.

The Secretary-General, who yesterday deplored violence by Palestinian groups over the weekend, said he believed Israelis and Palestinians faced a stark choice. “Either they follow the Road Map that leads to the establishment of two states, Israel and Palestine, living side by side in peace and security; or they take the low road that spirals down into an endless cycle of violence, counter-violence and revenge,” the statement declared.

“Events of the past few days illustrate in graphic form the consequences of the latter course,” it said.

Mr. Annan urged leaders on both sides to “show the wisdom, courage and restraint needed to commit themselves to implementing the Road Map,” the plan drawn up by the diplomatic quartet – UN, United States, European Union and Russia – calling for Israelis and Palestinians to take a series of parallel and reciprocal steps over the next three years towards the vision of establishing two states living side by side in peace and security.

* * *

UNRWA

10 June – The main United Nations relief agency assisting Palestinian refugees today handed over 19 new homes to refugee families in the Gaza Strip whose shelters had been destroyed by Israeli military forces.

The new shelters, which will house 20 families, or 129 refugees, in the Middle Camps area, are the concrete expression of the pledge by the UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA) to re-house all those refugees whose homes had been destroyed in the strife and who have no alternative accommodation.

By 31 May, a total of 1,134 shelters, home to more than 10,049 refugee and non-refugee Palestinians, had been destroyed or damaged beyond repair in the Gaza Strip since the start of the conflict in September 2000, according to UNRWA figures.

The agency has already provided homeless families waiting for their new homes with emergency assistance in the form of tents, blankets, mats, kitchen utensils and food parcels. The construction project itself has also served to alleviate some of the hardships felt in the Gaza Strip, where unemployment is exceptionally high, by providing around 10,000 man-days of temporary employment for labourers, builders, and tradesmen.

The shelters opened today in Deir El-Balah were funded by donations from the Arab Popular Committee in the Syrian Arab Republic and by non-earmarked contributions to the emergency appeals. The total cost of the project, including infrastructure work, was approximately $455,000.

* * *
Myanmar

10 June – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today welcomed the report from his Special Envoy for Myanmar that he has seen Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, but also remained seriously concerned that she and other democracy leaders were still denied freedom of movement and urged the Government to release them.

The Special Envoy, Razali Ismail, met with Daw Aung San Suu Kyi shortly before he left Yangon on Tuesday to wind up his five-day mission to Myanmar, and reported that she is uninjured and in good spirits, according to a spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Mr. Razali had been in Myanmar from 6 June under a specific instruction from the Secretary-General to see Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, who had been held incommunicado under “protective custody” since the violent clashes on 30 May between her supporters and pro-government protesters in northern Myanmar.

“However, the Secretary-General remains seriously concerned about the fact that Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and other senior leaders of the National League for Democracy (NLD) are still denied freedom of movement,” spokesman Fred Eckhard said in a statement. “He, once again, strongly urges the Government of Myanmar to release her and other NLD leaders from the continued detention immediately and begin a dialogue aimed at national reconciliation without further delay.”

At the same time, the Secretary-General called on the international community, and especially countries in the region, to join in his appeal to safeguard the process of national reconciliation and democratization in Myanmar, “which continues to represent the only guarantee for progress towards prosperity and stability,” the statement said. “He continues to believe that the present situation is not merely a question of ‘law and order,’ but rather one that derives from the political aspirations of the Myanmar people who are overwhelmingly in favour of change,” it added.

The Special Envoy is expected to visit New York later this month to discuss with the Secretary-General and representatives of the international community, especially the countries of the region, future steps that need to be taken to implement the mandate given by the General Assembly to facilitate national reconciliation and democratization in Myanmar.

* * *

Liberia

10 June – Forced to evacuate staff and suspend deliveries of desperately needed medical and health supplies, United Nations relief agencies in Liberia warned that a “dire humanitarian situation” is unfolding as rebel forces close in on the capital, Monrovia.

The UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) was forced to evacuate its three remaining international staff yesterday, after the situation descended into chaos over the weekend when deadly skirmishes between government forces and the rebel Liberians United for Reconciliation and Democracy (LURD) reached the suburbs and refugee camps dotting the outskirts of Liberia’s besieged capital city. UNHCR said it is very concerned about its national staff and their families living in Monrovia, as well as the fate of some 15,000 Sierra Leonean refugees in the area.

Other agencies are also struggling to cope with Monrovia’s influx of displaced persons. According to the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), as of yesterday, the Government had registered some 5,000 internally displaced persons at the national stadium. Local staff of non-governmental organizations (NGOs) are working to supply the people at the sports complex with high-protein biscuits, water and sanitation facilities, and shelter materials.

Meanwhile, amid the panic sparked by the resurgence in fighting, the price of petrol and rice – where and when they are available – is reported to have more than doubled in Monrovia. The World Food Programme (WFP), which had been forced to suspend deliveries to perhaps 115,000 displaced persons in camps around the capital, has called on the warring parties to rapidly open humanitarian corridors so that aid could be delivered. The Liberian Red Cross has been distributing blankets, mats and jerry cans to displaced persons sheltering at schools in the city centre.

For its part, the UN Population Fund (UNFPA) has warned that conflict in the region was worsening an already immense humanitarian crisis, with devastating health consequences for women and girls, in particular.
“Health care is virtually non-existent,” said UNFPA’s representative in Liberia, Deji Popoola. “Even in the few places where public services are functioning, teachers, nurses and other public sector employees have not been paid for 15 months.”

The health crisis is exacerbated by the inability of international humanitarian agencies to gain access to more than 80 per cent of Liberia’s territory. The agencies implored the international community, and other parties to take urgent action to address the mounting disaster.

* * *
Liberia: sanctions
10 June – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan has appointed an expert panel to undertake a five-month assessment mission to Liberia and neighbouring countries to investigate compliance with – and possible socio-economic impacts of – international sanctions levied against Monrovia.

The appointments were announced in a letter by the Secretary-General to the President of the Security Council released today at UN Headquarters in New York. Citing Liberia’s “active support” of rebel groups and the resultant destabilizing effects on the West African sub-region, the Council unanimously re-established the expert body in early May, when it renewed sanctions against Liberia, and extended the measures to include a ban on timber exports in addition to existing arms and diamond embargoes. 

The Panel will investigate and compile a report on the Government of Liberia’s compliance with the demands contained in resolution 1343, adopted in 2001 in response to concerns about the reported transit of illicit diamonds – which were being traded to fuel the conflict in Sierra Leone – through Liberia. 

Along with investigating any violations of the measures referred to in subsequent resolutions adopted by the Council, the Panel was also asked to investigate the effects on the Liberian populace of the Government’s diversion of any funds from civilian purposes, to assess the possible socio-economic and humanitarian impact of the ban on timber exports, and make recommendations by 7 August on how to minimize such impact.

The Panel will be chaired by Atabou Bobian of Senegal, and also includes Enrico Carisch of Switzerland, Damien Callamand of France, Arthur Blondell of Canada, Caspar Fithen of the United Kingdom and Harjit Singh Kelley of Kenya.

In other news, the Council committee which monitors the sanctions against Liberia announced yesterday that it had approved the removal of two individuals from its list of persons affected by the measures. Francis M. Carbah, also known as Francis Kabah, Former Minister of Transport and former Economic Advisor to President Charles Taylor and Y. Mewasah Paye-Bayee former Minister of Posts and Telecommunications, were both de-listed on 6 June.

* * * 

Iraq

10 June – Continuing his talks with Iraqi politicians, United Nations envoy Sergio Vieira de Mello told an Islamic leader today that the world body was bringing its experience and independence to the Iraqi people to help them in the full restoration of their sovereignty and their civil, political, economic and social rights.

Mr. Vieira de Mello, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative, discussed with Abdel-Aziz al-Hakim, senior member of the Supreme Council for the Islamic Revolution in Iraq (SCIRI), issues related to the current transition and explored how to advance the political process. They agreed to continue these consultations.

Tomorrow, Mr. Sergio de Mello is expected to meet the leader of Al-Da’wa Party, Ibrahim al-Ja’afari. Yesterday, he saw Hamid Al-Bayati, a member of SCIRI’s Central Committee and on Sunday he met with Adnan Pachachi, a former Foreign Minister.

Meanwhile, Secretary-General Kofi Annan has decided to name Demetrius Perricos acting head of the UN weapons inspection team as of 1 July, when the current Executive Chairman of the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC), Hans Blix, retires. 

Mr. Perricos is currently UNMOVIC’s Deputy Executive Chairman. Before that appointment in January, he served for three years as the Commission’s Director of Planning and Operations.

A native of Greece, he joined the International Atomic Energy Agency in 1972 as a nuclear safeguards inspector and in a 28-year career had extensive experience in Iraq, notably after the end of the 1991 Persian Gulf War. He also led the IAEA team which certified the dismantling of South Africa’s nuclear weapons programme.

* * *
Kosovo

10 June – Four years into the United Nations mission’s mandate in Kosovo, there have been some successes, but much remains to be done in developing provisional democratic self-governing institutions and ensuring conditions for a peaceful and normal life for all inhabitants, a top UN official told the Security Council today.

“The successes are evident – reconstruction of basic infrastructure, restarting of services for the public such as schools, health care and pensions, provision of basic civil documents, a growing professional local police and judiciary, three successful elections and the establishment of municipal and central level self-government bodies,” Assistant Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations Hédi Annabi told the Council, which met to consider the situation in Kosovo.

In his open briefing, Mr. Annabi noted the remaining challenges, including freedom of movement, meaningful minority participation and the return of displaced minorities to Kosovo. The development of local bodies and dialogue between Belgrade and Pristina is also a major concern, he added.

“The fact that we still have some way to go was highlighted in the most horrific way recently – with the tragic murder of three Kosovo Serb residents in Obilic Municipality on 4 June,” Mr. Annabi said of the 80-year-old man, his 78-year-old wife and their 53-year-old son who were beaten to death with a blunt instrument.

He said the UN Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK) had taken a number of concrete steps to find and bring to justice the perpetrators of that heinous crime. Representatives of Kosovo’s Provisional Institutions – Assembly, Government and President, and Kosovo Albanian and Kosovo Serb political leaders had also condemned the murders and additional security measures had subsequently been put in place, including police patrols.

Though UNMIK has seen many successes in Kosovo in the last four years, political pressure on the mission has increased, with attempts to challenge its role, Mr. Annabi noted. The Provisional Institutions, particularly the Kosovo Assembly, have overstepped their competencies on a number of occasions.

* * *

Central Africa

10 June – Aiming to help launch a “solid political process,” the United Nations Security Council’s mission to central Africa has arrived in Kinshasa, the capital of war-weary Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC).

Upon his arrival at Kinshasa airport, the mission’s leader, Ambassador Jean-Marc de La Sablière of France, emphasized the “need to stop the fighting in eastern DRC, both in Ituri and the Kivus,” and called for the completion of the peace process with the expected establishment of the transitional government as soon as possible. 

According to a UN spokesman in New York, Ambassador de La Sablière also stressed the “grave violations of human rights in eastern Congo resulting from the ongoing fighting.” 

Earlier this morning in Luanda, Angola, the mission met with President Eduardo Dos Santos. On the agenda was the eastern DRC and the Congolese political process. 

* * *

Bosnia and Herzegovina 

10 June – A senior United Nations rights official today urged that the work of the Human Rights Chamber for Bosnia and Herzegovina – which hears individual cases of alleged international rights violations – continue until a comprehensive legal solution can be found that would provide uninterrupted protection for the people of the country.

The Acting UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Bertrand Ramcharan, urged that the important body not be phased out when Bosnia and Herzegovina’s Peace Implementation Council meets to discuss the Chamber’s future on Thursday. 

The Human Rights Chamber, a domestic court which includes both national and international jurists, was set up under the Dayton Peace Agreement to examine cases of rights violations enshrined in the European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms (ECHR) and other international human rights standards. It is empowered to issue decisions binding upon the authorities of the entities and the state government.

In a letter to the High Representative, Paddy Ashdown, Mr. Ramcharan stressed that human rights protections were vital to the Dayton Peace Accords and that if the Chamber were ordered to stop taking cases prior to new measures being put in place, there was a real risk that the people of Bosnia and Herzegovina would be without the protections set out in that landmark agreement.

* * *

SARS

10 June – A team from the United Nations World Health Organization (WHO) travelled to China today to confer with health officials there about the outbreak of Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) in the country and exchange views on the next steps forward.

WHO said it would like to develop, in collaboration with the Chinese Government, a research agenda that fully exploits the many lines of evidence uniquely associated with the SARS experience in China. The team also wants to assess areas where Chinese authorities may require more support to ensure that the disease is securely contained. 

“SARS is a serious disease with many puzzling features,” said David Heymann, Executive Director of WHO’s Communicable Diseases section and leader of the team to China. “Long-term containment depends on finding answers to a long list of scientific questions. China has much to offer the rest of the world.”

Some immediate issues for discussion concern case definitions, procedures for contact tracing, and the extent of local transmission in specific areas, WHO said. The team will also seek reassurance that hospital equipment and supplies for infection control are adequate, especially in the poorer provinces.

WHO officials also hope to learn which measures taken by China have so rapidly brought the country’s SARS outbreak – the largest in the world – under control.

Answers to these and other questions will help build a solid scientific basis for understanding SARS, predicting its future evolution, and knowing how to respond should cases surface in new areas or resurface in areas where the disease has been contained, WHO said.

As of today, there have been a total of 8,430 probably cases, with 789 deaths reported in 28 countries.

* * *

Eritrea

10 June – A top United Nations relief official arrived in Eritrea today in a bid to shore up a funding shortfall in an emergency appeal for the east African country, where the most severe effects of a drought are increasingly evident, with more than 1 in 5 children suffering from malnutrition.


UN Deputy Emergency Relief Coordinator Carolyn McAskie will take a first hand look at the humanitarian situation in Eritrea following a UN World Food Programme (WFP) report last week that the rate of malnutrition in children had risen to an “alarming” 21.7 per cent. 


Ms. McAskie will encourage support for the 2003 UN Consolidated Inter-Agency Appeal for Eritrea. To date, humanitarian agencies have received 43 per cent of the $157 million required under the appeal, leaving a shortfall of some $90 million, the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said.


The shortfall is having serious consequences. The WFP has had to reduce the size of its rations because only roughly half the amount it requires to help 1.4 million of Eritrea’s 3.4 million people has been received.  Though 225,000 tones of food out of the 476,000 tones required have been pledged, only 90,000 tones have actually reached the country.

OCHA said shortfalls in contributions to water sector activities have increased caloric expenditure in children – responsible for gathering water – when they can least afford it. They also mean that programmes to combat food insecurity in the long term – funded at just 27 per cent in the appeal – have not been implemented as agencies focus on short-term emergency needs.


Tomorrow, Ms. McAskie is scheduled to visit the traditional cereal producing areas of Gash Barka and Debub. The drought shows little sign of improvement and spring rains have been insufficient. The UN will step up water trucking in the next three months in an attempt to alleviate some of the most urgent needs of the 1.7 million Eritreans facing water shortages.

Reports of total acute malnutrition rates reaching as high as 30 per cent in some areas are of great concern as malnourished children are far more likely to die from common childhood illnesses such as diarrhoea, anaemia, acute respiratory infections (ARI), measles or malaria.  The UN and its humanitarian partners in Eritrea are therefore seeking to address those issues by targeting children for measles inoculation and Vitamin A campaigns in 2003. More than 5,000 children under the age of 5 will be targeted for therapeutic feeding each month. 

* * * 

Ethiopia

10 June – The United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) has launched an emergency campaign to help farmers in Ethiopia, where years of acute drought have withered crops, leaving farming households unable to feed themselves and large numbers of children suffering from malnutrition, the agency said today.

“Traditionally these people cope with drought either by growing crops which can be harvested sooner or by migrating,” FAO official Yon Fernandez de Larrinoa said in a news release on the agency’s projects in Ethiopia, which include supplying seeds, feed, equipment, animal health services, farming expertise and training in water management.

“But the situation is now so grave, all means of dealing with drought have been exhausted. The already malnourished people are simply eating even less or relying on food aid,” he added.

An estimated 12.6 million Ethiopians are now in need of food aid and pre-famine conditions are now reported in parts of the country, especially the south.

FAO’s emergency projects, worth some $4.3 million, aim to help farmers cope with the crisis now and manage better in the future in the East African country, where animals are dying due to lack of water and feed after repeated failed harvests. They reach 2.3 million vulnerable Ethiopians, a total of 450 000 households.

* * * 

UNHCR

10 June – The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) is assisting Central African Republic (CAR) refugees in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) to return home and settle back into their communities after two years of exile, the agency said today.

UNHCR said the operation kicked off yesterday with 275 refugees from Mole camp, 34 kilometres from the city of Zongo in the DRC’s Equateur Province. The returnees were ferried by UNHCR boats across the Ubangui River to Bangui, the CAR capital.

By the end of the eight-day return operation, nearly all Mole camp’s population of 2,800 CAR refugees are expected to have repatriated, UNHCR said. So far, more than 2,600 have expressed their desire to relocate this week, but most will return to destroyed homes and need help settling back in.

UNHCR is providing each refugee family with a reintegration package that includes kitchen sets, jerry cans, blankets and mats, as well as agricultural tools, seeds and fishing nets. In addition, they are given three-month World Food Programme (WFP) food rations upon arrival.

Mole camp refugees, mostly relatives of the mutineers of the failed coup of May 2001, have been eager to return since mid-March, following the change in regime in Bangui. They are the remainder of the some 26,000 Bangui residents who had sought refugee in the DRC. 

* * *

Tobacco

10 June – Countries can begin signing on next week to the new global tobacco control treaty – which seeks to reduce the almost five million deaths caused each year by smoking –unanimously adopted last month by all 192 Member States of the United Nations World Health Organization (WHO).

The first international treaty negotiated under WHO auspices, the Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC) requires countries to restrict tobacco advertising, sponsorship and promotion, set new labelling and clean indoor air controls and strengthen legislation to clamp down on tobacco smuggling. Tax and price increases would also be considered, the agency said.

“The urgency to sign and ratify the FCTC needs no further explanation: nearly five million people die every year as a result of tobacco use,” WHO said. “A steep rise in deaths – particularly in developing countries – is the grim forecast for the near future, unless strong, concerted action is taken worldwide.”

The FCTC opens for signing on 16 June in Geneva. So far, Brazil, Finland, France, Malta, Mongolia, New Zealand, Norway, Palau, South Africa and Thailand have expressed interest in signing the treaty.

As soon as 40 countries ratify the Convention, it has the force of law for those countries and thereafter for other countries that adopt it. The Convention is also open to signature and ratification by regional economic integration organizations, such as the European Community.

* *** *




UNEP and the Executive Director in the news





� HYPERLINK  \l "Urges" ��Vanguard - UNEP Urges Action to Better Manage the Globe's Groundwaters�


� HYPERLINK  \l "New" ��Vanguard - Nigeria;  New initiative to combat growing global menace of environmental crime�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Canvass" ��Vanguard - Nigeria;    Environmentalists canvass integrated water resources management�


� HYPERLINK  \l "collaborate" ��ENN - American and Cuban environmentalists collaborate at an international conference�


� HYPERLINK  \l "World" ��Solar Access - World Bank Finances   Philippine Solar Project�


� HYPERLINK  \l "sikkim" ��The Statesman (India) - Sikkim Lakes Flood-Prone Due To Global Warming�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Warming" ��The Hindu - The Statesman (India) - Sikkim Lakes Flood-Prone Due To Global Warming�


� HYPERLINK  \l "water" ��The Pakistan Newswire - World's water supply 'running low': UN�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Opinion" ��Manila Bulletin - Dirty water puts two billion at risk; United Nations agency says; Opinion & Editorial�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Releases" ��The Emirates - U.A.E.: Un Releases Desertification Report On West Asia To Mark Uae Meeting�
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