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Global News Wire - Asia Africa Intelligence Wire 

March 8, 2003
Unep Ties Up With Banks To Boost Solar Home Systems: TO BOOST SOLAR HOEM

SYSTEMS, A $ 7.6-MILLION INITIATIVE BETWEEN THE UNITED NATIONS ENVIRONMENT PROGRAMME AND  TWO OF THE COUNTRY'S LARGEST BANKING GROUPS HAS BEEN LAUNCHED
      NEW DELHI, March 7. HOUSEHOLDS in the South will now be able to get loans for the high-cost but

      environment-friendly energy option of photovoltaic solar home systems at lower interest rates.

      Towards this end, a $ 7.6-million initiative between the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)

      and two of the country's largest banking groups has been launched. 

      With the aim of helping 18,000 households to finance clean and reliable electricity from solar power,

      especially in Karnataka, Syndicate Bank and Canara Bank are now offering loans in which UNEP is "buying  down" the financing cost of photovoltaic solar home systems.

      Hence, the households will be able to purchase the solar home systems at an interest rate of about five per

      cent compared to the normal consumer lending rates of 11-12 per cent.

      The programme is being given a push by both the United Nations Foundation and the Shell Foundation so

      that a more friendly energy alternative is made possible.

      A large number of households in the country still rely on inefficient and polluting energy sources such as

      kerosene, which in turn has negative health, environmental and social fallouts.

In Karnataka, even where grid electricity is available, problems of capacity shortages and inconsistent quality  plague the power supply.

      This has led households to look to alternative power supply systems such as solar or diesel generators.

      Despite high initial costs, solar home systems emerge as an attractive option in the context of costly or

      unreliable alternatives and escalating grid power tariffs.

      Mr Klaus Toepfer, UNEP Executive Director, said: "This initiative helps to meet both environmental and

development objectives by overcoming a major barrier to increasing the use of renewable energy - access to  finance."

Canara Bank and Syndicate Bank are also financing group lending through linkages with self-help groups.The  UNEP partnership will allow both banks to offer new loan products for the growing renewable energy sector  through an extensive and established network of rural branches in Karnataka and Kerala.

 ____________________________________________________________________________________

Global News Wire - Asia Africa Intelligence Wire 

Wasting Away Health

      Movement of hazardous waste from industrialised countries to developing countries is emerging as a critical  issue, says a recently launched report. While the motivation for the developed world is economic, the

      repercussions for the developing world are on health. As industrialised countries have become aware of the

      dangers of unsound disposal of hazardous wastes, more stringent environmental and safety measures have

      been introduced. This is made disposal extremely costly. Developing countries provide a disposal option at

      prices that are often a mere fraction of the equivalent cost in the state of origin, explains South Asia State

      of the Environment, which was brought out by the United Nations Environment Programme. The report

      quotes figures to drive home the point. Referring to a study conducted in the late 1980s, the report states

      that the average disposal cost for one tonne of hazardous wastes in Africa was between US $ 2.50-$ 50 in

      contrast to US $ 100-$ 2,000 in industrialised countries. Such lower costs generally reflect the lack of

stringent laws and absence of public opposition due to lack of information concerning the dangers involved.

      The institutional and regulatory capacities of the countries in this region for surveillance of import of

      hazardous wastes is limited and not addressed cooperatively. For importing countries, there are other

complementary reasons, too. In Bhutan, for example, where cheap labour and power are available, recycling

      is emerging as an important economic activity. The same is true of other countries, the most dramatic being

      the shipbreaking industry in the coastal regions of India and Pakistan. Saying that while most of Asia has

      been receiving increasing amounts of waste during the past few years, the report adds that South Asia is a

      new favourite of international waste traders. The countries in the region that are most vulnerable are

      Bangladesh, India and Pakistan. Backs the statement with figures, the report says that in 1992 India

      received 9,915 tonnes of non-ferrous metal wastes, including ashes and residues, copper, aluminium, zinc

      and tin waste and scrap from the United Kingdom. The United Kingdom is not the only waste exporter to

India. Greenpeace Germany has reported that 4,847,000 tonnes of metal waste and scrap were shipped from

      Germany to India in 1989. In 1992, Australia shipped 1,325 tonnes of tin waste and 33,621 tonnes of brass

      waste to India. Similarly, in 1992, Canadian waste traders shipped 1,06,005 tonnes of iron waste, 79 tonnes

      of zinc waste, 392 tonnes of ash and residue containing mainly zinc, 19 tonnes of polystyrene waste and 23

      tonnes of other plastic waste to India. In addition, Canadian waste brokers shipped about 1,000 tonnes of

most strictly regulated wastes in the industrialised countries, notes the report. Lead interferes with children's  mental development apart from causing miscarriages and brain and kidney damage. Even the United States  sent 1,198.5 tonnes of plastic waste to India in January 1993. Greenpeace recently uncovered a mysterious   series of waste shipments from the United States to India. According to US Customs data, the cases have   been found of exporting plastic waste from California to Chennai and Mumbai. In 1992, the US shipped over  7,000 tonnes of plastic scrap to India. These figures may still be the tip of the iceberg. Understandably it will  be a long time before the impact of the import of such waste is fully known. One can only hope it's not too  late by then.

______________________________________________________________________________________

Financial Express 

March 7, 2003

Syndicate Bank To Fund Solar Lighting Projects
BANGALORE, March 6. SYNDICATE Bank has offered funding for solar lighting projects in the country. It has  set a target of 20,000 solar units to be funded during this fiscal.

      Syndicate Bank is the second public sector bank to offer funding for solar lighting projects after Canara Bank.  This funding programme is being taken up in association with the United Nations Environment Programme  and the Shell Foundation, for home lighting purposes.

The bank has already provided funding for solar home lighting programmes in Uttara Kannada, Dakshina

Kannada and Udupi districts of Karnataka, according to Mr Michael Bastin, Chairman and Managing Director of   Syndicate Bank.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

The Scotsman 

March 10, 2003, Monday 

Is Afghanistan A Good Post-War Example? 

      IF WAR is difficult, post-war is even more so. As the theatre of war moves on to Iraq, the terrible truth is

      that Afghan-istan, despite US and UK promises, feels itself receding as a priority for reconstruction, even

      though its problems are just beginning to be identified and detailed plans are being drawn up to alleviate

      them. 

Let's leave aside the two million refugees, whose return last year, with no land and no employment, has been  a disaster. Let's leave aside the collapse of government control, with warlords and bandits now calling in   favours for their support of the US-led military effort to oust the Taleban. Let's even leave aside the  continuing lack of basic sanitation and medical facilities. Instead, just for a moment, let's concentrate on the  environment, and not in a wishy -washy, nut-cutletish way, but as a practical proposition. Repairing the  environment in Afghanistan is the basic building block not only for long-term improvement in Afghan lives  but for long-term stability in the region. When people are well-fed, decently housed and can reasonably look  forward to seeing their grandchildren grow up, violence as a way of life becomes less attractive. Yet what is  being done in Afghanistan? Precious little and it is very slow. 

      A huge Afghanistan Post Conflict Environmental Assessment project carried out by the United Nations

      Environment Programme, available on the web, makes grim reading. The problems are not all man-made -

      can't blame 24 years of conflict for the drought - but the pollution, deforestation and poor water

      management, all absolutely fundamental to any reconstruction, are all soluble problems if the will is there. 

      However, despite some improvements - about a third of the bathhouses in Kabul have been restored, the

      beginning of a US-trained "national army" is emerging and a new National Democratic Front party, a

      counterbalance to religious and ethnic-based politics, is to be launched today - the Afghans fear that for the

      purposes of world concern, they will soon be yesterday's news. 

      Yet, as those who love the place say in despair, Afghan-istan is at a particularly vulnerable stage in its

      history. The minister for the environment, Dr Nuristani, talks of a "vicious cycle" where conflict causes

      environmental destruction which itself causes further conflict as people fight for scarce resources such as

      fuel and construction materials. 

And here is a thought. His proposed budget to begin to break this cycle is only $ 8 million, about what   Sean  Connery earns per movie. 

      At this moment, many ordinary Iraqis will be looking to Afghanistan to see what "coalition of the willing"

      post-conflict promises are worth. If they conclude they are not worth much, we will pay a much greater

      price in the long run. 

SOMETHING strange happened to me at the Scottish Tory conference in Glasgow University's gothic Bute

Hall on Friday. Quite apart from spotting Sir Michael Hirst and Kim Donald, both of whom I thought had been  consigned to the annals of 100 Great Tory Conspiracies, I met a new Conservative candidate who was  young, intelligent, thoughtful, polite and had a full head of hair. Ian Duncan (no relation to IDS or Peter   Duncan, MP for Galloway and Upper Nithsdale, but currently secretary to the Scottish Fishermen's

      Federation) managed to buck the trend of cliche-ridden, slightly forced calls to arms, the sort that elicit

      polite applause but leave everybody cold. When he spoke, everybody listened, and he had some important

      things to say. 

     Yet while Dr Duncan may yet turn into a Tory star, he also very clearly illustrates the Tory's tragedy. When

      they think straight, Tories have such a good message. But, unlike Dr Duncan, most of their messengers are

simply not up to the job of delivering it. The contrast between him and some of the Tory MSPs who are   still  top of their lists should give David McLetchie pause for thought. If, frightened that people of Dr Duncan's  quality will somehow reveal their own shortcomings, these sitting MSPs manage to drive him away, the party  is doomed. But if they are managing to attract and keep people like him, then I would say, despite their poor  showing in the polls, the Scottish Tories can be quietly hopeful for the future. 

      IT WAS such a glorious Oxford moment. On my way, with my eldest daughter, to have tea with Scotland's

      great historian of the First World War, Hew Strachan, now Chichele Professor of the History of War and

      Fellow of All Souls, we found ourselves looking for the entrance to the college. "How do you get into All

      Souls?" I asked a man in the street. Quick as a flash he replied "Five exams and a bloody stiff interview."

      "Well," I said rather tartly, "I was thinking of the quick way." "Oh," he said, in rather dismissive tones. "In

      that case, try the gate in the High Street."

_________________________________________________________________________________________

The East African Standard

Kenya;  School Wins Coveted Award 

A Kisumu Secondary School has won an International waste management award. 

      St Anthony Dago Kokore won the United Kingdom (UK) Eco-School award in waste management. The

      Eco-school award aims at preparing students and youths with right skills to live and sustain a healthy

      environment. 

The school's head teacher Mr. Samwel Okumu, said the award entails a certificate and a green card and may  be followed by a United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) award. 

      Okumu said this was the second time the school has won the award. It first won in 2000. 

      He said the award was jointly won by the school, and their UK linked school, Dene Magna. 

      The teacher said the schools are linked through the British Council North-South twinning programme. 

      Okumu said the award will be presented in a ceremony to be graced by environmentalist and Assistant

      Minister for Environment and Natural Resources, Prof. Wangari Maathai. 

      He said the school has excelled in the three R of waste management of Re-use, Recycle and Reduction of

      waste in the environment. 

The manager of British Council, Kisumu, Mr. Tedman Aloo said Dago Kokore was the first school in Africa to  receive the award. 

      "The two schools have received a second joint Eco-School award that recognises the continued excellent

      work that has been done by the students and teachers," he said. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Inter Press Service

Environment: The Buzz About The Missing Bees Of  Nepal

      The United Nations is not just looking for suspected weapons missing in Iraq, it is worrying about bees

       missing in Nepal.

      Not just for the sake of the bees, but for our sake.

      "The native bees were killed off by pesticides in the Maoxian region of Nepal bordering China," Dr. Eric

      Chivian, director of the Center for Health and the Global Environment at the Harvard Medical School, told

      IPS in London. "And so about 25 women had to hand-pollinate about 100 trees in an apple orchard. It took

      them days, when just a couple of beehives would have done the job better." 

Hand pollination meant taking pollen and smearing it on female flowers with a brush or actually by hand - a  job done far better by bees.

      The story from the apple orchard in Nepal - and countless such - has only just started to be recognized by

      experts as a story of the link between biodiversity and sustainable development.

      "Clearly many lives are endangered by weapons of mass destruction," says Chivian. "But all of our lives

      depend on ecosystems, and we have only a meager understanding yet of how these systems affect us.

      These systems are not just food and fuel; these are species necessary to sustain us in all sorts of ways."

      The United Nations Development Program (UNDP) is now arguing for a greater stress on biodiversity to

      achieve the millennium development goals (MDGs).

The links do not seem obvious at first glance. Biodiversity is really all organisms - human, animal, plant life,   and how they relate to one another. It is the organic make-up of the world. On the other hand the MDGs   intended to be achieved by 2015 are eradication of extreme poverty and hunger, universal

      primary education, gender equality, reduction of child mortality, improvement of maternal health, and

      combating serious diseases.

      To think the link, consider the following:

- Thousands of farmers in China lived off hundreds of varieties of rice, and now they grow just four species.   The loss of one more can mean poverty for millions.

- In California a barley crop was decimated by fungus years ago. Cure came by way of a gene from a variety  of barley grown in Ethiopia. That saved much of the Californian beer industry.

      - In South Asia environmental health risks account for 20 percent of disease, malnutrition accounts for 15

      percent.

      - Use of malarial bed nets for fishing in Lake Malawi in Africa's 22,490 square kilometer lake bordered by

      Malawi, Tanzania, and Mozambique, meant fewer fish. Fishermen introduced more snails which led to an

      outbreak of schistosomiasis among groups of the native population. This was the first reported outbreak of

      an infectious disease outbreak caused by overfishing.

      - New York City is investing in protecting forests around the city to conserve its supply of water, because

      alternative sources would cost billions of dollars.

      - The drug Taxol discovered in the bark of the Pacific Yew Tree has led to new and effective treatment

against forms of cancer. The rosy periwinkle from Madagascar has already revolutionized treatment of acute  childhood leukemia. More cures may sit in the ecosystems - and many may have been lost.

      And so experts now want to build biodiversity into the MDGs more closely than was contemplated before.

      "People talking development have not been talking to people talking biodiversity a few floors below them,"

Charles McNeill, environment program team manager with the UNDP, told IPS. "But there has been a shift in the past year, and we are now working on the real connections between ecosystems and the quality of life  for the developing world."

      The connections were proposed formally by UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan in what he called the WEHAB  priorities (Water, Energy, Health, Agriculture and Biodiversity) in May last year ahead of the World Summit for  Sustainable Development in Johannesburg. Experts now want to make the 'B' in WEHAB bigger than it has  been.

      A new target has been set to reduce biodiversity loss by 2010, and experts will meet in London in May to

      anchor that target into specific steps, and to work out just what it will take to meet the standards that are

      set.

      "Natural ecosystems are fundamentally important for meeting human needs and ultimately influence the

      development prospects of nations," says Klaus Topfer, executive director of the United Nations

      Environment Program (UNEP). "When that capacity is diminished, the most serious toll is exacted on the

      poor who are the most vulnerable to floods or crop failures."

      Evidence shows that ecosystems such as the provision of clean water are crucial to the lives of more than

      1.1 billion people living in the 25 biodiversity 'hot spots' that hold 44 percent of the world's plants and 35

      percent of its bird, mammal, reptile and amphibians.

      But it is not all a story of loss. "From the rainforests of Peru to the plains of Kenya, we are finding

      communities in the tropics that are using ingenuity to stop the loss of plant and animal species and loosen

      poverty's grip at the same time," says Sean Southey, manager of the Equator Initiative launched by the

      UNDP last year to track and reward such efforts.

      Traditional forms of soil conservation have been introduced to check soil degradation in Tanzania; a fishing  project in Fiji has tripled catches, increased local income 35 per cent and also increased marine life; in India  the Kani people agreed to share the curative properties of the Argypacha plant in exchange for an

equal share from the benefits of commercialization.

And talking bees, the project Honey Care Africa is giving employment to thousands of beekeepers while the

bees sustain the environment.

      "At the end of the day," says Southey, "you have to bee with the people."

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Le Figaro

L'Afghanistan à reconstruire 
[05 mars 2003]




«Kaboul se porte mieux sans neige que sans or.» Ce vieux dicton afghan prouve, si besoin est, à quel point l'économie de ce pays repose sur son agriculture, qui fait vivre 80% de ses habitants. Or après 25 ans de conflit armé et quatre années de sécheresse, le pays est à feu et à sang, les ressources naturelles mises à mal et les infrastructures ont quasiment disparu d'un paysage fait de plaines et de montagnes. 

Une équipe du Programme pour l'environnement des Nations unies (Unep), spécialisée dans l'évaluation des situations environnementales après des conflits, vient de se pencher sur la question. Le plus grave n'est pas la disparition de la grue de Sibérie liée à l'assèchement du marais de Sistan, mais des ressources naturelles vitales pour la population. «Même si le pays consomme moins du tiers de ses ressources en eau potentielles – 75 000 millions de mètres cubes – la majeure partie du pays souffre de pénurie», notent les auteurs du rapport. Les années de conflit récentes ont en effet entraîné «l'effondrement du système traditionnel de gestion de l'eau à un niveau communautaire», remplacé par «une gestion confiée à des militaires ignorant totalement les besoins locaux». Sans compter que, dans la désorganisation générale, les riverains des barrages de Kajaki et Dahla ont souvent retenu l'eau en amont, au mépris des habitants de l'aval. Quand les infrastructures n'ont pas été détruites. «Le pays est un champ de mines, qui peuvent exploser à tout moment et la reconstruction prendra d'autant plus de temps. Il ne faudra pas moins de 5 à 10 ans pour en venir à bout», estime Pekka Haavisto, qui a coordonné cette étude au Pnue. 

L'agriculture est la victime la plus durablement affectée par ces problèmes d'eau. Les conflits successifs, conjugués à quatre années de sécheresse, ont eu un effet dramatique sur les cultures. La seule à avoir prospéré depuis la fin de la guerre, du fait du départ des talibans qui l'avaient interdit auparavant c'est le pavot d'opium qui a même remplacé le blé comme semis d'automne dans les provinces orientales et du sud-ouest en particulier autour de Helmand et Kandahar. 

L'habitude prise par les militaires de couper les arbres pour les vendre illégalement au Pakistan, en vue de financer leurs activités, a par ailleurs eu des effets désastreux sur la déforestation. On estime que les forêts des provinces du nord et de l'est ont été décimées dans une proportion variant entre 40% et 70%. «Il faudra au moins 20 à 30 ans pour mener à bien la reforestation de l'Afghanistan», estime Pekka Haavisto. 

Les conséquences en chaîne sont beaucoup plus graves pour les populations civiles que l'on ne peut imaginer : disparition du principal combustible de chauffage, érosion des sols, désertification et risques d'inondation. De telle sorte qu'une centaine de villages ont été envahis par le sable et ne peuvent plus cultiver leurs terres. D'où l'exode rural qui pousse les paysans à gagner frénétiquement les centres urbains en quête de nourriture et d'emploi. Mais où va-t-on donc trouver les infrastructures pour accueillir les deux millions d'Afghans revenus vivre à Kaboul et Kandahar ?

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Associated  Press 
Experts work on blueprint for cutting dioxin, related pollutants 

 RESEARCH TRIANGLE PARK, N.C. (AP) _ Environmental experts from 35 countries gathered Monday to start hammering out industry guidelines they hope will one day rid the world of dioxin and related pollutants. 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is hosting the meeting convened by the United Nations Environmental Programme. Participants are working to sort out practical ways to change industrial processes that unintentionally produce a class of pollutants that last a long time before breaking down and can cause cancer and birth defects. 

Most of the dozen persistent organic pollutants named as needing immediate global action are either pesticides, like DDT and chlordane, or industrial chemicals such as PCBs. Their production can be stopped if the plants that make them are turned off. 

But dioxins and furans are emitted when industries are producing something else, like pulp and paper mills that use chlorine or cement kilns firing hazardous waste. 

``They're byproducts of certain types of industrial and combustion processes. The reason for the distinction is that you can't just turn off the tap,'' said meeting co-chairman Bob Kellam, of EPA's Office of Air Quality and Standards in Research Triangle Park. ``Instead you have to look at the industries that release them and figure out what you can to mitigate.'' 

The weeklong session is the first since the United States and other countries pledged to stop the intentional production of the pollutants, signing a treaty in Stockholm, Sweden. 

The treaty goes into effect after the governments of about two dozen more countries agree to change their own laws in line with the U.N. document. The Bush Administration is placing a priority on Congress ratifying the treaty and is working to introduce legislation this year, said Dale Evarts, EPA's international program coordinator for air quality planning. 

For developing countries, applying the treaty is faster than developing their own regulations and it protects people from polluters shopping the world for places where environmental laws are lax, said Nelson Manda of Zambia, the head of the chemicals department of his country's equivalent to the EPA. 

``If an industry wants to set up in Africa, in one of our countries, we could easily look up to these guidelines (and ask), `Are you conforming with A, B, C, D?' That would help us benchmark an industry against what is really necessary,'' he said. 

Applying an international treaty also insulates environmental laws from politicians waiving regulations to try to hasten development in a poor country, Manda said. 

``It's an important tool,'' he said. The meeting is being held in RTP because it is home to the EPA's largest operation outside of Washington, D.C., and home to its air quality office. A second U.N.-sponsored meeting is scheduled for July in Geneva, Kellem said. 

   ___=

   On the Net:

   United Nations Environmental Programme: http://www.unep.org/
   U.S. Environmental Protection Agency: http://www.epa.gov    
______________________________________________________________________

US NEWS AND WORLD REPORT

Science & Technology 3/17/03 
A Darkening Sky

A smoky shroud over Asia blocks both sun and rain 

V. "Ram" Ramanathan sat on an airliner heading south from Bombay. Ahead were the Maldives, an archipelago near the equator, where the atmospheric scientist from the Scripps Institution of Oceanography near San Diego planned to set up instruments to study haze and weather. He expected that results from the international project would come slowly and be of interest only to specialists. He was not prepared for what he saw just gazing out the plane window.

As he took off from Bombay, the layers of brown gunk in the sky were no surprise. Pollution controls on factories and vehicles are rare in his native land. Hundreds of millions of its citizens burn low-quality coal, wood, and cow dung for cooking and heating. But nearly 1,000 miles later over the open sea, the dirty pall still had not given way to blue sky and white clouds. "The haze just kept going and going. It didn't even seem to thin out. I was thinking, this is something big."

It is. Since Ramanathan's 1998 flight, scientists have realized that the pall he saw is just part of a vast brown cloud that often extends thousands of miles east, across China. A stew of dust, ash, and smoke from fires and industry, the cloud threatens the health of the billions who live under it. The fine particles, or aerosols, also warm some areas and cool others, drying up storm clouds and perhaps even shifting India's life-giving monsoon. In many places the haze swamps greenhouse gases as a climate-changing force, say scientists. The atmospheric havoc in Asia may even play a role in El Niño, the climate cycle now drenching the southern United States.

Much of this picture is still fuzzy, but scientists are working to sharpen it. Ramanathan and his Scripps colleague Paul Crutzen, a chemist and Nobel laureate, made a start with their Indian Ocean Experiment in the late 1990s, which studied haze from a score of ground stations and from aircraft. Their glimpses of the cloud's extent and impacts helped set off an explosion of similar studies across India, off Japan and Korea, and in China, which has launched the largest single scientific project in the country's history to analyze aerosols and climate. And it has spawned a new United Nations effort called Project Asian Brown Cloud. Led by Ramanathan and Crutzen, it is organizing a massive study of the pollution's sources and effects, and what to do about it. 

In a way, Asia with its dirty, fast-growing industry is repeating on a far vaster scale the smoky evolution of European and U.S. industry in the 19th and early 20th centuries. Coal consumption in China, for example, was 50 percent higher than in the United States in 1999 and could be twice as high by 2010. Across Asia, coal heats houses and cooks meals. Smoke from agricultural burning and wildfires adds to the brew. In China, the haze sometimes starts as dust blowing off western deserts, "but it picks up all kinds of toxic pollutants as it travels," says F. Sherwood Rowland, a University of California-Irvine chemist who received a Nobel Prize for work on ozone. "We can detect Asian aerosols blowing all the way across the U.S."

Yet just five years ago, Ramanathan could be startled by the pall he saw from the plane window because experts still thought of smog outbreaks as local, covering a city or filling a river valley. Until recently nobody had seen the goop all in one glance. Cameras on early weather satellites were calibrated for clouds but not hazes. But new full-color satellite camera systems now send images of a nearly continuous, 2-mile-thick blanket of sulfates, soot, organic compounds, dust, fly ash, and other crud draped across much of India, Bangladesh, and Southeast Asia, including the industrial heart of China. 

The sand-colored air of Los Angeles is pristine by comparison. When Chinese scientists told U.S. colleagues about foul air back home, "we'd say we have smog here too," says Lorraine Remer, who analyzes satellite data at NASA's Goddard Space Flight Center. "Then we saw the extinction numbers"--satellite data on how much the brown cloud dims light. Across much of Asia, they were several times higher than anything ever seen in American smog. "We were standing there not believing it," she says. In and around India, the researchers found sunlight was reduced by 10 percent. Crop scientists say this is enough to reduce rice yields by 3 percent to 10 percent across much of the country.

Ground data in China show the same thing. In Beijing, airborne particulates are routinely five times as high as in Los Angeles. Donald Blake, an atmospheric chemist at the University of California-Irvine, says that a colleague on a visit asked a group of kindergartners to draw the sky. They all reached for the gray crayon.

It's worse than unsightly. India has 23 cities of more than 1 million people; not one meets World Health Organization pollution standards. Indoor smoke from poorly vented fires is blamed for half a million premature deaths annually in India alone, mostly women and children. In southern China and Southeast Asia, as many as 1.4 million people die annually from pollution-related respiratory ills. 

Disturbing effect. Researchers are coming to realize that, through a long chain of effects, the brown cloud may also be to blame for drought and flooding. Scientists' understanding of how aerosols shape climate is not nearly as well developed as it is for greenhouse gases like carbon dioxide, still No. 1 on any list of human impacts on climate. "But one common aspect," says Ramanathan, "is that the haze and its heating of the atmosphere is sufficient to disturb climate a lot." 

Unlike the whitish sulfate particles from cleaner-burning power plants in the United States and Europe, the Asian hazes are dark with soot. As a result, they absorb sunlight and can double the rate at which it warms the atmosphere several thousand feet up, while shading and cooling the ground below. Some scientists think that the net effect is to boost global warming. But the more certain impact of the hazes is on rainfall, says Jeff Kiehl of the National Center for Atmospheric Research in Boulder, Colo. "They are radically changing the temperature profile of the atmosphere in many areas, with a big impact on where rain falls and how much." 

By cooling the northern Indian Ocean, the haze reduces evaporation, cutting the water supply for rainfall. On land, the warm air aloft acts as a lid on cloud formation, quashing the convection that feeds thunderstorms. And the aerosols themselves seed the formation of tiny mist particles--so many that they suck water out of the air and choke off the growth of larger drops that would fall as rain. While the haze particles dry out the land, the rain does fall over the sea, where larger, natural sea-salt particles promote droplet growth. "We're shifting rain from the land to the ocean," says Daniel Rosenfeld of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. 

At least that's the theory, and there are signs it may be happening. Some computer climate models predict that the hazes over India should displace the annual monsoon rains, leading to floods in the south and east of the country while drying the north and shrinking the vital Himalayan snowpack. "That's just the pattern we are starting to see emerge," says Surabi Menon of the Goddard Institute for Space Studies in New York City.

In southeastern China, where haze has cut sunlight by 2 percent to 3 percent every 10 years since the 1950s, temperatures are dropping, while rising elsewhere in the country, presumably because of greenhouse gases. The changed temperature patterns have rerouted storm tracks, one recent Chinese study said. The study blamed the shift for severe floods in the nation's south in recent years, coupled with drought in the north. It ranked the new weather pattern as the greatest sustained change in China's climate in more than 1,000 years.

Some scientists also suspect that the pollution cloud could be cooling the sea surface and slowing evaporation in the far western Pacific, off Asia. The effects could ripple across half the globe to the United States, because the western Pacific is the breeding ground for El Niños, the bouts of Pacific warming that change rainfall across the Americas and beyond.

All of this is enough to make Asia's brown cloud, and the sparser hazes elsewhere, into a global climate threat. Fortunately, hazes are far easier to counter than greenhouse gases like carbon dioxide. Clean up industry and smother the fires, and in a few weeks rain would wash the skies clean. Carbon dioxide, in contrast, lingers for centuries, and ordinary pollution controls can't touch it.

Going after hazes. Some scientists, distressed at the reluctance of the U.S. government and many developing nations to tackle greenhouse gases, hope that the relatively easier task of curbing fine particles could kick-start international efforts to address climate change. Going after hazes, particularly those heavy with soot, is "a no-lose situation as far as I'm concerned," says Stanford University atmospheric researcher Mark Jacobson. 

The Chinese government, rattled by the data on the country's polluted air, is doing just that. For both health and weather reasons, it has largely replaced home use of coal with cleaner-burning natural gas in big cities and is starting to require catalytic converters on vehicles. China also hopes to restore blue skies to Beijing in time for the 2008 Olympics. 

At the same time, some scientists worry that major assaults on aerosols might divert attention from the far tougher problem of carbon dioxide and other culprits in global warming. Jacobson laments that President Bush cited the climate impact of soot as one reason to abandon the Kyoto climate change agreement, which deals with greenhouse gases. "You can't stop with aerosols," Jacobson says. "You definitely have to go after the greenhouse gases, too." 

But the lesson of the Asian brown cloud, says Ramanathan, is that there's more to global change than greenhouse warming. "If all you deal with is CO2, then you don't understand climate at all."

http://www.usnews.com/usnews/issue/030317/misc/17haze.htm
________________________________________________________________________________

The Gainesville

Scientists gear up to help restore Iraq's 'Garden of Eden 
  GAINESVILLE, Fla. (AP) _ As the Pentagon pushes ahead with plansfor war in the Middle East, a group of international scientists, including a University of Florida ecologist, are gearing up for an unorthodox environmental project: restoration of Iraq's ``Garden of Eden.'' 

Bordered by the Tigris and Euphrates rivers, the Mesopotamian Marshlands once covered 3,500 square miles in southern Iraq and Iran _ interconnected marshes, wetlands, and lakes that supported endangered birds, abundant fish stocks and an ancient wetlands-dependent indigenous population known as the ``Ma'dan.'' 

Regarded by biblical scholars as a possible site of the ancient ``Eden,'' the marshland's historical roots run deep. The Sumerian civilization, authors of the first alphabet and early epics, are thought to have inhabited the marshes around 3,500 BC, and in recent years, nearly 400,000 Ma'dan, or marsh Arabs, called the area home. 

But following the end of the Gulf War in 1991, Saddam Hussein ordered the widespread drainage and diversion of water entering the wetlands from the north, leading to a near 90 percent reduction in total acreage, according to a 2001 United Nations Environment Programme report. 

Now, a multibillion dollar effort, funded in part by the State Department and overseen by the Iraq Foundation, a U.S.-based Iraqi opposition group, aims to reverse Hussein's damage. 

``We're starting off with the basics,'' said Thomas Crisman, director of the Howard T. Odum Center for Wetlands at UF and one of about 15 scientists studying restoration plans. ``We're trying to figure out, 'Can we restore the ecology, and can we restore the culture of the people who lived in these marshes?' `` 

Since August 2001, international members of the ``Eden Again'' task force, as the project is known, have worked to develop a restoration framework, outlining strategies and identifying challenges in returning the wetlands to their pristine state. 

In February, members of the advisory committee, including Crisman, met in Los Angeles to discuss the restoration hurdles, such as how to meet the needs of the area's indigenous people and methods to reduce threats from high salinity. 

Once launched, the international team will seek to consult with local stakeholders, scientists and support staff, facilitating efforts to return the wetland's ecosystem to a point of ecologic functionality. 

``Our project is not to do the restoration _ it needs to be done by the people of the region,'' said Suzie Alwash, a professor of geology at El Camino College in Torrance, Calif., and director of the project. ``Our job is to promote the project.'' 

Projects organizers said the status of the restoration is not dependent on U.S. war efforts, and would continue regardless of an American-led invasion. Alwash said she has already met with scientists in Iran and Kuwait to discuss the plans. 

Final costs estimates are not available, and the level of State Department participation is classified. But based on square-mileage estimates alone, returning the area to its historical state is expected to be pricey. 

``If you take the southern third of Florida, dry it up and burn it, use it for military activities, that's what we have here,'' Alwash said. 

Comparing the project to the state's $7.8 billion Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan, she added: ``Maybe in a couple of years we will be able to get Mesopotamian Marshlands as good as the Everglades are now. But to get it back to a truly good condition could take longer _ maybe decades.'' (PROFILE (CAT:Environment;) (CAT:Business;) (CAT:Municipal;) (CAT:Defense;) (CAT:Labor;) (CAT:Media;) (CAT:Philanthropy;) (SRC:AP; ST:FL;)
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CTV Television, Inc.

Question Period Round Table
 ANCHOR: CRAIG OLIVER AND JOHN IBBITSON

      GUEST: JANE TABER, Globe and Mail; TIM HARPER, Toronto Star

      BODY:

         PAUL MARTIN [Quebec Liberal MP]: And there is no reason for  Canadians to have to take a back seat to anybody. The world is indeed going  to be our oyster if, in fact, we get rid of cynicism and we make the right  decisions.

      JOHN MANLEY [Finance Minister]: There will be debates. There will be  discussions. And I don't know, I don't think anyone owns anyone's vote.

      CRAIG OLIVER: Well, war looms everywhere. But here at home the life of  politics continues, as I suppose it should. We're going to discuss all that now  with our political round table. Joining John and me is Jane Taber of the Globe  and Mail, and Tim Harper the bureau chief for the Toronto Star. We just heard

John Manley say he doesn't think anybody owns anybody's vote. Let me ask  you first, how far ahead is Paul Martin anyway? 

      JANE TABER [Globe and Mail]: Well Paul Martin is incredibly far ahead. When  he put in his nomination papers last week, he put down 3,700 signatures and  he only needs 300. He owns 259 riding associations Presidents. There are 301  ridings across the country.

      OLIVER: Almost 90 percent?

      TABER: Absolutely. He's got the women's commissions, he's got the youth  commissions, he's got the ex-officio votes. I mean I think it's done. I think the  race was done on Thursday when he filed his papers.

      OLIVER: Well, Mr. Harper, didn't anybody tell John Manley about this? Is this  a secret or something?

      TIM HARPER [Toronto Star]: No. People have been telling John Manley about  this and that might account for the fact that Mr. Manley seems to be, one day  he's in, one day he's not so sure, the next day he's out. Some of his people  say he's definitely in, other people say there's definitely a fallback. All we know

      right now is Mr. Manley is down in the Caribbean enjoying some sun. Will make a final decision. But it would appear, he filed his papers Friday. It would appear  unlikely now that he's in a position where he can choose not to run. He's got  people actively working for him.

      IBBITSON: The joke is that they waited for John Manley leave town before  they filed his nomination papers.

      TABER: They made it impossible for him not to run basically, and I think that's  what's happened.

      IBBITSON: The party wants him to run so it doesn't just turn into a Sheila  Copps-Paul Martin thing. His own people want him to run because they don't  get to have a leadership race and all the fun that comes with running one if  they don't run. Everybody wants him to run, except maybe John Manley who  is faced with the question of possibly placing third in this race and damaging  his...

      OLIVER: I have to follow up on that. Coming third. I guess your theory there would be Manley is fishing from the same delegate base as Mr. Martin? There's  no more, sort of, right of centre vote left so Sheila Copps cleans up. Is that the  idea?

      HARPER: There is a constituency that Sheila Copps should get a handle on,  especially, you know, Alan Rock has been out of this now for a long time.  Whatever's left of the left wing of the Liberal Party can safely find haven with   Sheila Copps, make a statement. Sheila does work hard. She will campaign  hard. You can vote for Sheila and not really have any fear that Sheila is going  to win. Manley, on the other hand, is going to have to fight the perception all  along that, as you say, he's fishing from the same pond and he's a bit of a

      Martin light. Why would you not then jump on board with the real thing?

      OLIVER: Well, I can't imagine a greater humiliation than that.

      TABER: Well that's the worry. If John Manley comes third, here he is, the  Deputy Prime Minister, the Finance Minister, Chretien's guy, and to come third,  I think, would really destroy his chances for a future run and also maybe  chances in the private sector. However he's said that he would love to serve  as Finance Minister in a Martin government.

      IBBITSON: I mean one alternative could be to go to Martin now and say, all  right, what does it take for me not to get into this race? Can you offer me  Finance, can you offer me Foreign Affairs, can you offer me Deputy Prime  Minister. But Martin has no incentive to make any of those offers. There's not even a plea bargain available.

      OLIVER: Well isn't it in Martin's interest to have something of a race? Does he want to be only alone with Sheila Copps in six one hour debates which the  party has called on with Ms Copps?

      TABER: I think his people don't want to leave anything to chance. I think their  feeling is that if we can get this whole thing wrapped on the delegate selection  says in September, you know, we can use November, the November  convention as sort of a coronation for him and maybe a going away party, a  real good going-away party for Jean Chretien.

      OLIVER: Let's pick up on that, Miss Taber. You say September the 21st, every  riding in the country, 85 percent of the Liberal party finished voting that day,  as I understand it. That night the Liberal Party tells us they will give us the  results. Now, is it possible that Paul Martin will have won that night, on  September 21st and the convention isn't for six months.

      TABER: I'm predicting that he will, he will win on September 21st and the  November convention then becomes a going away party, as I said, for Jean  Chretien because I think there will then be tremendous pressure on the Prime  Minister to leave.

      IBBITSON: It's an extraordinary situation if he doesn't, because we would  have a dauphin chosen in September with up to six months before the actual  Prime Minister leaves. It's going to produce a tremendous schism within the  federal government. Who is the Prime Minister?

      HARPER: And what do you do if, also if you're John Manley or Sheila Copps  and the race is over September 21st at six p.m. and the convention isn't until  November? Do you still go out there and work on the off-chance that  something happens in the interim? Do you work on your speech? Do you want have a good convention or do you just say, okay, Paul, it's over?

      OLIVER: Maybe I should make it clear that if I'm correct, on September 21st,  those delegates who voted, they're locked in on the first ballot. They can't  change their mind?

      HARPER: That's a rule change the party made, I think, more than ten years  ago. And whoever you're committed to on September 21st is who you're  voting for at the Air Canada Centre on November 15th.

      OLIVER: At the very least, if Mr. Chretien insists on hanging in on until   February, at the very least, wouldn't the Martin team and the Chretien team  have to set up some kind of American-style conferences every day about  what's happening with the country, what kind of decisions are being made, something like that?TABER: Well, something, I think, has to happen. But given the relationship  between the two camps, I'm not sure that that American-style system that you  talk about could be in the works. I think that, you know, the Prime Minister, his  inclination would be just to dig in his heels and try to ride it out until February  2004.

      IBBITSON: But leaves us with, I mean, a real possible crisis. What if something  big happened? What if it's war in North Korea, and we need a foreign policy,  who fashions it? The incoming Prime Minister or the outgoing Prime Minister?   It could leave us in quite a mess.

      HARPER: Well you've heard the Prime Minister and you were at a press  conference, Craig, when he said, it's not his fault, he said February 2004. He's   blaming the party for moving the convention up. So he sounds very much, as  Jane says, as somebody who is going to dig in his heels and stay until February  2004. The question will be, how relevant will he be? He'll be the Prime Minister  but everybody will be looking to the new leader, the Prime Minister in waiting,

      Paul Martin, to pronounce on issues such as the one that you just raised.

      OLIVER: Now I'd be remiss if I did not mention it. There is also a Conservative

      Party race. Has anybody noticed?

      TABER: Well there were stories today that 43 people, just 43 people were at  a debate over the weekend, the Tory debate. That's just incredible, the lack of  interest in this race.

      IBBITSON: There's even rumours that the Canadian Alliance is urging people  to purchase Progressive Conservative memberships so they can vote for Jim  Prentice who is the union candidate in the party. There are already 12,000 to  20,000 members in the party, they won't say officially, but that's where the  guesstimate is. So it would be relatively easy for someone to hijack the party.  That's their great fear, that David Orchard, who is not really very Tory at all,  but is in the leadership race, is going to swamp them and we're going to have

him sitting in the House of Commons.

      HARPER: Well the big fear is that David Orchard, who you say quite rightly is  not a Tory, is leading on the first ballot. He's been out there selling  memberships for quite sometime. With six other candidates there's a lot of vote  to be defused. Can you imagine the embarrassment to have somebody who is  not really even in your party leading after the first ballot.

      TABER: David Orchard is the kind of guy that is like Stockwell Day, with   constituencies that will come out and support him. So that's the danger.

      OLIVER: What is it going to take for somebody to convince the Conservatives   that they have got to make a deal with the Alliance or we're going to have  Liberal governments until my daughter's my age and she's just become a  teenager!

      HARPER: But the other thing, I agree with you, it seems to be politics 101 and   we have all been down this road umpteen times and it makes so much logical   sense. But then the Tories look and they see that they are ahead in the polls, ahead of Stephen Harper and the Alliance. But the Alliance says, yeah, but we   have way more seats and you guys are, you know, a rump in the maritimes.   And until this war of attrition, I think, takes one more step, and I think there  will be one more round in the war of attrition, I think you're going to have  whoever is at the helm of the Tory Party thinking, okay, we're ahead of the  Alliance in the polls, we've got new leadership. Let's get at it.

      OLIVER: Well thank you for that happy thought to end with. Tim Harper the  bureau chief for the Toronto Star, Jane Taber from the Globe and Mail and  John and I. And we'll be right back.

    ________________________________________________________________________________________
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ENVIRONMENT:
Canadian Fish Farms Swimming in Controversy 

Stephen Leahy 


BROOKLIN, Mar 10 (IPS) - The fish farming industry, touted as a boost to the discouraged resource-based economy of west coast British Columbia province when it was introduced late in the last century, is now battling opposition from environmentalists and aboriginal groups and being kicked around as a political football. 

Much of the protest focuses on the impact that the introduced Atlantic salmon are having on their Pacific Ocean cousins, which some experts predict are close to extinction. Other obstacles are those facing the industry worldwide: a shortage of feed fish and the spreading of diseases that affect native fish species. 

A new government in British Columbia (B.C.) ended a seven-year moratorium on salmon farming expansion last fall, despite knowing that an outbreak of sea lice from farms in the Broughton Archipelago 300 kilometres north of Vancouver wiped out 99 per cent - estimated at 3.5 to 5 million animals - of the native pink salmon runs in the area in 2001. 

Non-native Atlantic salmon are farmed in B.C.'s ocean net cages because they are easier to raise than native Pacific species. 

But the Atlantic fish are prone to infestations of sea lice - small parasites that feed on the skin and mucous membranes - which are not generally found in high numbers except at fish farms. 

With the biennial migration of pink salmon through Broughton beginning this month, native and environmental groups asked the B.C. government to temporarily close the 28 farms there. Instead, officials closed 11 farms and told operators of the others to use a potent insecticide, emamectin benzoate, to kill the lice. 

That move has upset B.C. prawn and crab fishermen because the insecticide is lethal to all crustaceans. The Broughton area is one of the richest prawn fisheries in the province. 

Government and the fish farm industry have been in denial about the sea lice problem for years, says Otto Langer, fisheries biologist with the environmental group, the David Suzuki Foundation. Lice are also a common problem in salmon aquaculture in Chile, Ireland, Scotland and Norway, but could be controlled if farmed salmon were enclosed in containment facilities instead of raised in ocean pens, he adds. 

Tens of millions of Atlantic salmon are raised in open-net pens along the many inlets of B.C.'s rugged coastline, and sea lice are just one problem they pose. For example, more than one million Atlantic salmon have escaped over the years, Langer says. 

It was believed they could not reproduce in the Pacific Ocean, but a new report from John Volpe, a University of Alberta fisheries ecologist, says escaped Atlantics have been reproducing since at least 1998 and are much more numerous than industry or government fisheries officials admit. ''Their numbers fly in the face of the data we found and these escapees are endangering other species,'' said Volpe. 

”The Pacific salmon is already at the edge (of extinction), having faced such factors as loss of habitat, global warming and pollution,'' he said. 

The fish farms are also controversial because they produce large volumes of waste, burying everything on the ocean floor near the pens. ''Considering all the problems, we couldn't believe it when the moratorium was lifted paving the way for fish farms in pristine areas,'' Langer recalled. 

B.C. is home to 80-90 farmed salmon operations, the fourth largest farmed salmon producer in the world, with annual revenues of 300 million dollars, mostly in sales to the neighbouring United States. The operations, owned mainly by a handful of large multinational companies, threaten the harvesting of ocean species, according to many aboriginal groups. 

''We are not against economic development, but we will not accept the old mentality of 'jobs at any cost' either,'' said Archie Little of the Nuu-chah-nulth First Nation in a statement. 

''We will not stand by and watch our resources be destroyed for the benefit of foreign companies.'' 

Another native group is taking their complaints to court. The Heiltsuk First Nation is suing the B.C. government and a Norwegian fish-farming company, the Omega Salmon Group, over a 15-million-dollar hatchery currently being built on what the Heiltsuk say is aboriginal territory. 

Omega has obtained 10 new farm licenses in pristine areas since the moratorium ended, giving the company 34 in total in the province. 

B.C. Minister of Agriculture, Food and Fisheries John van Dongen was forced to resign in January because of a police investigation allegedly over a botched investigation into the escape of farmed salmon. 

Last week the federal government's fisheries minister, Robert Thibault, said complaints have led his department to do more research and testing with the view of establishing more rules for salmon producers. ”We've had better cooperation with the industry to have less and less escapees (of farmed salmon) and we haven't seen any evidence that it has had any effect on the wild stock.” 

The success of farmed salmon in B.C. and Europe rests on the availability of cheap fishmeal from countries in the south, such as Chile and Peru says Langer. More than 200,000 tonnes of fish are shipped annually to Europe as fishmeal for salmon farms and roughly half that amount goes to B.C. farms. 

Farmed salmon eat four kilograms of feed for every kilogram they gain. 

According to a new report, nearly 30 million tonnes of the 80 million tonnes of wild fish caught world-wide every year are used to make fish meal and fish oil. Aquaculture, salmon and trout fish farming in particular, consume much of this. 

''Demand for fish oil by the fish feed industry is predicted to exceed available resources within the next decade,'' said Maren Esmark, marine conservation officer at the World Wildlife Fund-Norway and co-author of the report.. ''There is no possibility of sustainably increasing catches in any of the southeast Pacific Ocean fisheries. The situation is no better in the North East Atlantic, where many stocks are already over-exploited,'' Esmark reported. 

Fisheries that supply the fish feed industry along the coast of Peru and Chile are considered ''fully fished'' and the North East Atlantic fisheries are ''over-fished'', reports the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO). 

''It's a moral crime,'' says Langer. ''We in the north are depriving people in the south of food, so that we can eat cheap salmon.'' (END/2003) 

ENVIRONMENT:
Action to Flow from Water Forum 

Sanjay Suri 


LONDON, Mar 10 (IPS) - More than 10,000 delegates who will attend the Third World Water Forum in Kyoto next week will be under pressure to step up water flows, rather than just talk about it. 

”We want tangible commitment to action to be taken, not just by governments but by non-governmental organisations, academics and professionals,” Kenzo Hiroki, vice-secretary general of the secretariat of the Third World Water Forum told IPS on phone from Tokyo Monday. 

Governments committed themselves to the ideal of more access to water, and some also committed money for it at the World Summit on Sustainable Development in Johannesburg last year, Hiroki said. ”We hope now to find durable ways of implementing those targets.” 

The situation at present is grave as the water forum takes on what it calls ”life and death issues” that will have ”far more effect on humankind for the 21st century than the current crisis in the Middle East, or any other political problem of the day,” says William Cosgrove, vice-president of the World Water Council. 

An estimated 2.7 billion people will face water scarcity by 2025. More than 1.2 billion people currently lack access to safe water and three billion have inadequate sanitation. This leads to diseases that kill more than five million people each year, more than two million of them children under the age of five who succumb to diarrhoea-related illnesses. 

Over the next 20 years, the average supply of water per person is expected to drop by a third, according to the World Water Assessment Programme issued by the UN earlier this month. 

People live on just two gallons of water a day in the 40 worst water-famished countries. This amount is far less than the 50-litre (13.2 gallons) per day level that the United Nations says constitutes the absolute minimum for water needs. 

The daily per capita water requirements include five litres for drinking, 20 for sanitation and hygiene, 15 for bathing and 10 for food preparation, per person. 

The 3rd World Water Forum, to be held in Kyoto, Shiga and Osaka from March 16-23, will take on several issues around water that have come to the boil lately. ”This will include the debate on public or private ownership of water resources,” said Hiroki. 

”At the last forum people took opposing views but without much communication with one another,” he said. ”This time they will be at the same round table, and we want the discussions to lead to a step forward.” 

The forum will also debate at length the report of the World Commission on Dams. ”We will examine how to address the contents of that report in the field,” Hiroki said. 

Water is becoming an increasingly controversial issue for governments and also among scientists. Agricultural scientists say that farm water use, especially irrigation, must be increased 15-20 per cent in the coming 25 years to maintain food security and reduce hunger and rural poverty for a growing world population. 

Environmental scientists, on the other hand, say that water use will need to be reduced by at least 10 per cent to protect the rivers, lakes and wetlands on which millions of people depend for their livelihoods and to satisfy the growing demands of cities and industry. Many of these ecosystems have already been eliminated or severely damaged over the last decades. 

The meeting will also look at the ”growing dangers of accelerating conflicts over water.” Models will be presented on how water can be ”a solution to conflict and not just a source of conflict,” said Hiroki. 

An example is the Nile River Initiative on sharing of waters among the ten Nile river countries (Burundi, Democratic Republic of Congo, Egypt, Ethiopia, Eritrea, Kenya, Rwanda, Sudan, Tanzania, and Uganda), Hiroki said. 

The water conference will also look at a regional cooperation project along the Mekong river on the Indonesian peninsula. ”That will be an important experience to share,” Hiroki said. 

The water forum will also consider some of the outstanding success stories among the 3,000 water actions of communities and other stakeholders to address the global water crisis that were collected for more than two years by the World Water Council for its new 'World Water Actions' report. 

Many of these demonstrate that local communities implement their own solutions when governments fail to act. This supports the argument that governments should encourage bottom-up solutions. 

But some money will need to flow for water to reach more people, experts say. ”Financial flows will need to at least double for us to reach this goal by 2025,” says Michel Camdessus, chairman of the World Panel on Financing Global Water Infrastructure and former managing director of the International Monetary Fund. 

”They will have to come from financial markets, from water authorities themselves through tariffs, from multilateral financial institutions, from governments, and from public development aid, preferably in the form of grants.” (END/2003)

DEVELOPMENT:
Water Privatisation Stirs Up Access Problem 

Gustavo Capdevila 


GENEVA, Mar 10 (IPS) - Privatisation of water services has had negative consequences in many countries, says the environmental network Friends of the Earth International, which urges global resistance to the commercialisation and commodification of this essential resource. 

Friends of the Earth, with offices in 68 countries and some million members, presented its report Monday in which it outlines the precedents and outlook for the 3rd World Water Forum, to meet in the southwestern Japanese city of Kyoto, Mar 16-23. 

The water question is centred on its scarcity in many parts of the world, a situation aggravated by human activities that contaminate or degrade the water sources. 

Degradation is attributed to the effects of big hydroelectric dams, urban and industrial pollution, deforestation, widespread use of farm chemicals, waste disposal and mining. 

Other factors limiting water availability are the transformations of the global ecosystem caused by climate change and desertification, says Friends of the Earth (FOEII) in "Water Justice For All: Global and local resistance to the control and commodification of water". 

The average human needs some 50 litres of water each day to drink, to grow and cook food, to wash and for sanitation. 

A person living in the United States uses an average of 250 to 300 litres a day, while the average Somali makes do with less than nine litres of water per day, says FOEII, highlighting the dramatic inequalities in water consumption. 

In 2000, there were 1.1 billion people on earth who did not have regular access to potable water, and 2.4 billion without sanitation services, according to United Nations estimates. 

The Friends of the Earth study stresses that a major problem today is the privatisation of water sources and distribution. 

The UN Commission on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights issued a declaration in November 2002 that water should be considered a "social and cultural good, not primarily as an economic commodity." 

But international financial institutions, along with multinational water corporations, "are paving the way" towards privatisation by making it a condition for granting loans to poor countries, says FOEI. 

Michel Camdessus, former managing director of the International Monetary Fund (IMF), led a group entrusted with studying the financing of the global water infrastructure, which will present a report at the Kyoto meeting next week. 

The group's mandate was to produce a plan for achieving one of the Millennium Development Goals established by the UN: by 2015 halve the proportion of people who did not have access to safe drinking water in the year 2000. 

Camdessus says in the report that the dream of clean water for all is within humanity's reach -- if the efforts pledged for 2015 are extended another 10 years. 

To achieve this, the flow of finances towards the water sector should at least be doubled, with resources coming from financial markets, user fees, multilateral financial institutions, governments and official development aid, says the former IMF executive. 

But his working group on water financing states that to achieve those objectives, certain conditions must be met, including good governance, responsibility, citizen participation, decentralisation and transparency. 

The future of water hinges on a more participatory approach, one in which women play a key role, says Camdessus. 

The year 2015 will mark an important point in the route towards total water security in 2025, which will have greater financial requisites, he says. 

In emerging and developing economies, current expenditures for new water infrastructure is approximately 80 billion dollars per year, but in the next 20 to 25 years, the total will need to more than double -- to some 180 billion dollars, according to the study. 

A large portion of those new resources should be earmarked for household sanitation, treatment of sewerage and industrial waste, and irrigation, among other ends, adds the water financing text. 

FOEI says the draft documents that have been put together for the World Water Forum, aimed at producing a final World Water Action Report, contain "some very impressive rhetoric." 

"But, as always, the bottom line is increased market access for private water companies," says the environmental group. Executives from water companies will be showing up in force at the Kyoto meet to ensure their interests are protected. 

The second World Water Forum, co-sponsored by the World Bank and the UN at The Hague in 2000, "was dominated by water and food transnationals," says FOEI. 

The World Bank is conscious of the fact that the notion of water as a commodity "is still unpopular and politically unacceptable." 

As such, the World Bank has fomented the creation of "a bewildering array of front organisations on water," which allow water companies "to disguise their economic motives as public interest objectives," says the FOEI report. 

Multilateral financial institutions like the World Bank and IMF support the expansion of these firms and press countries to privatise their water supply and distribution systems as a precondition to obtain loans or reprogramme their foreign debt, according to the environmental network. 

Friends of the Earth is developing a global campaign for justice in access to water. 

Many of the local actions under this initiative aim to protect water from privatisation and propose new models for ownership and management, based on collective or community systems that respond to the specific needs of the population. 

Other campaigns are focused on reducing consumption and expanding the re-utilisation of water, or on restoring rivers and wetlands. (END/2003)
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Topical News Issues
Here's what war can do
The Times of India, March 11, 2003 (CHANDRIKA MAGO) - NAIROBI: The environmental impact of war can ravage a land and its people for decades. This is the message from the UN Environment Programme's meeting here. 
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/cms.dll/html/uncomp/articleshow?artid=37017383&sType=1While UNEP executive director Klaus Toepfer skirted questions on the Iraq crisis, its earlier and more recent reports on Afghanistan and Palestinian territories show what can happen.
 

PNG government takes action over forests 
Go Asia Pacific (PNG), March 10, 2003 - Papua New Guinea's Forest Minister, Patrick Pruaitch, has declared the controversial Kiunga-Aiambak logging permit illegal.
The Government has taken steps to terminate its operations and will nullify an out-of-court settlement between the timber company, Concord Pacific, and the sacked managing director of National Forest Service David Nelson.
Mr Pruaitch says the government is moving to restore credibility to the forestry sector that had been plagued by controversy.
He says allegations of corruption and bribery have undermined the credibility and sovereignty of the state.
The Minister says he will ask a private law firm to challenge the Timber Authority and the Deed of Settlement to settle the matter once and for all. 

http://www.goasiapacific.com/news/GoAsiaPacificBNP_803343.htm 

Alarm raised over rising pollution levels in city
The Times of India, Mar 11, 2003 - LUCKNOW: Children in the metropolitans bear the brunt of the pollution caused as a fallout of the industrial revolution.
Delivering the key-note address at the five-day training course on 'Determination of impact on health and vegetation due to air pollution', at the Industrial Toxicology Research Centre (ITRC), project director, Centre for Occupational and Environmental Health, New Delhi, Dr VK Joshi said industrial effluents, hospital waste, pollute water and air.
Over the years, there has been an alarming increase in levels of sulphur dioxide, lead, respirable suspended particulate matter and suspended particulate matter, affecting the health of people in metros, and harming agricultural produce. Children suffer the most, said Dr Shally Awasthi, as is evident from the growing cases of asthma among children living in these cities.
Director ITRC, Dr PK Seth apprised participants from various pollution control boards, of the harmful effects of air pollution even at the cellular level, which might not be visible on the body, but ultimately cause major health complications. 
Moreover, as Dr PN Vishwanathan said, the toxic substances that are released as industrial waste and hospital waste also disturb the ecological balance, as they hazardous to plants.
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/cms.dll/html/uncomp/articleshow?artid=39907354 
_____________________________________________________________________________
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Cyclone 'Kalunde' still threatens Mauritius 

Port-Louis, Mauritius (PANA) - The Mauritian meteorological Services warned Monday that tropical Cyclone 'Kalunde' was still gusting at 375-km per hour north-east of the Rodrigues Island. But it said the cyclone was dissipating and would pose no serious danger in the next 48 hours.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng044327&dte=10/03/2003
Kenya maintains ban on mangrove harvesting

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - Kenya will maintain a ban slapped on mangrove harvesting in 1996 until the country can regain a comfortable hectare of the forest along its Indian Ocean coastline. Environment Minister Newton Kulundu told PANA Monday the government was alarmed by the loss of mangrove forest cover to illegal cutting of the trees, and that his office had rejected calls by some community leaders to lift the ban on logging. He said mangrove harvesting would expose the coastline to the vagaries of weather and erosion, thereby causing irreparable damage to the ecosystems, particularly in the river mouths. According to marine researcher James Kairo of the Kenya Marine and Fisheries Research Institute (KEMFRI), Kenya has in the past 10 years been losing up to 600 hectares of mangrove trees. The destruction was due to unchecked massive cutting of the trees for construction and firewood, Kairo said, adding that contractors of fishponds and solar salt works preferred the wood. The forest has also suffered from pollution effects owing to oil spills. However, he said, the damage can be overcome by restoration of mangrove areas. Kulundu warned of prosecuting anybody found cutting the mangrove trees, adding that a review of the government order would be done from time to time.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng044271&dte=10/03/2003
Fishing in Lake Victoria under threat

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - Lake Victoria's US$1 billion annual fishing industry is under serious threat following massive silt deposits into the world's second-largest freshwater lake. According to Markus Walsch, a senior scientist and researcher with the Nairobi-based International Centre for Research in Agroforestry (ICRAF), an average of 50 to 90 tons of silt is deposited into the lake annually due to run-offs, an occurrence that is threatening to bury the lake. "In the last 40 years I have seen a lot of nutrients flying off the soils around the lake, and a massive amount of loose soil finds its way into the lake," Walsch told PANA. Walsch talked to PANA after leading a special task force appointed by UN secretary-general Kofi Annan to look into alleviating the problems of hunger and poverty in Africa. The group toured the deep gullies created by the run-offs on ranges in Upper Nyakach area on the Kenyan side of the lake. "This gully started growing 17 years ago, going at an average of 100 metres length per year uphill," said David Onono, 61, a farmer whose home is about to be sunk by the 20-metre deep gully. According to Pedro Sanchez, the leader of the task force on hunger -- one of the 10 task forces formed to help realise the Millennium Development Goals set by world nations in 2000 – high rate of run-offs, erosion and formation of gullies are evidence of high poverty levels.    

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng044261&dte=10/03/2003
Weathermen Warn of Looming Drought

The East African Standard (Nairobi): The Greater Horn of Africa sub-region has been warned to brace for drought during the March to May long rains season. Findings by the Eleventh Greater Horn of Africa Climate Outlook Forum painted a grim picture of the region as the drought is coming at a time when rain stress is still being felt in most parts of the sub-region. In East Africa, March to May is an important agricultural production period. Drought Monitoring Centre-Nairobi (DMCN) Project Co-ordinator, Prof. Laban Ogallo, challenged governments in the sub-region to take measures to safeguard their populations against adverse effects of the drought. Ogallo, a climate scientist, made the announcement at the conclusion of a four-day Greater Horn of African Climate Outlook Forum held in Entebbe, Uganda, which was called to formulate consensus guidance for the March to May rainfall season. He attributed the situation to the effects of the "decaying El Nino," weather phenomenon. Mid-last year, climate scientists during the tenth Climate Outlook Forum announced that the region would experience the effects of a "weak to moderate El Nino."

http://allafrica.com/stories/200303100055.html
Rare Antelope Species Now Faces Danger

The East African Standard (Nairobi): About 40 aquatic antelopes of the rare species Sitatunga are feared dead after 6,000 acres of their habitat caught fire in North Nandi district. The two-day inferno destroyed Kingwal swamp in Emgwen constituency, which was the natural habitat of the antelope. The fire had been lit by farmers in preparation for planting but got out of hand. Kenya Wildlife Service (KWS), Kapsabet municipality and forest officials are verifying the extent of destruction.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200303100284.html
KWS Staff to Visit Python

The East African Standard (Nairobi): Environment and Natural Resources Minister Newton Kulundu has said Kenya wildlife officials will be dispatched to Nyakach to the area where a14 feet python was discovered. Kulundu said the officials are expected to tour the site early this week to curb the dangers that might be imposed by the serpent. Kulundu said his ministry was sensitive to the issue of human/wildlife conflict and it was for this reason that they could be addressing the issue as a matter of urgency. In an interview with the East African Standard, the minister said his ministry was ready to help the residents enjoy their God- given windfall. The Minister's directive comes after a plea was made by the local area MP Peter Odoyo who urged for the setting of a snake park in Nyakach. The snake named "Omieri" appeared a week ago with a bounty of eggs at the home of Mr. Joel Okumu of Wasare sub location. The reptile is believed to be the messenger of good fortune 

http://allafrica.com/stories/200303100061.html
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Iraq

*
Annan appeals for Security Council unity, peaceful resolution to crisis

*
Destruction of warheads and missiles proceeds under UN supervision

*
UN supervises destruction of six more missiles as inspections continue

 Other news

*
In The Hague, Annan holds talks on finalizing Cyprus deal

*
Annan arrives at The Hague for meetings on Cyprus

*
Timor-Leste: Security Council hears calls for delay in UN troop cutbacks

*
Continued support necessary to finalize Ethiopia-Eritrea peace process – Annan

*
DR of Congo: UN assessment team headed to Bunia in bid to quell violence

*
UN agency hails progress in saving world’s forests, says more needs to be done 

*
Lack of clean water robs children of good health and education – UNICEF

*
UN expert committee calls for tight controls on asbestos, deadly pesticides

* * * *

Iraq: Secretary-General

10 March – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today appealed for a peaceful solution to ridding Iraq of weapons of mass destruction, stressing that war must “always be a last resort” and that the UN has “a duty to search till the very end for the peaceful resolution of conflicts.”
Speaking at a news conference in The Hague, where he held talks on the situation in Cyprus, Mr. Annan said: “The members of the Security Council now face a great choice. If they fail to agree on a common position, and action is taken without the authority of the Security Council, the legitimacy and support of any such action will be seriously impaired.”

Asked specifically whether an attack on Iraq without Council authorization would violate the UN charter, Mr. Annan said: “If the US and others were to go outside the Council and take military action, it would not be in conformity with the Charter.”

The United States, United Kingdom and Spain have introduced a draft resolution that presents Iraq with a 17 March deadline to cooperate fully with disarmament demands. France, Germany the Russian Federation and other Council members have voiced opposition to action at this time and seek continued and enhanced weapons inspections.

In a statement at the start of his news conference, Mr. Annan stressed that the entire international community needed to act together to curb the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction. “The determination of the Security Council to disarm Iraq of such weapons is the most urgent issue – because Iraq has actually used such weapons in the past, and because it has twice committed aggression against its neighbours,” he said. “That is why the Security Council, ever since 1991, has passed successive resolutions requiring Iraq to disarm. On this critical question, there are no divisions, no grounds for doubt, dispute or delay.

“All around the globe, people want to see this crisis resolved peacefully. There is widespread concern about the long-term consequences of war in Iraq for the fight against terrorism; for the Middle East peace process; and for the world’s ability to address common concerns in the future if deep divisions are sowed today between nations and between peoples of different religion.”

Mr. Annan referred to human suffering, regional instability and economic crisis that could spring from war and said that if Security Council members “can come together, even at this late hour, to address this threat in a united manner and ensure compliance with their previous resolutions, then the Council’s authority will be enhanced, and the world will be a safer place.

“The broader the consensus on Iraq, the better the chance that we can come together again and deal effectively with other burning conflicts in the world, starting with the one between Israelis and Palestinians.”

In Iraq, meanwhile, UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC) teams supervised the destruction of six more banned Al Samoud 2 missiles today, bringing the number to 52 since the 1 March deadline set by UN chief weapons inspector Hans Blix for starting the process.

They also supervised the destruction of three warheads, bringing the total to 19 since 1 March, eliminated all the computer software used for launching the missiles in a command and control vehicle, and started destroying materials related to the Al Samoud at the Waziriyah plant, 10 kilometres north of Baghdad.

UNMOVIC also conducted a private interview with an Iraqi individual, who had taken part in the unilateral destruction of precursors for chemical weapons production.

UNMOVIC biological teams supervised further excavations at Al Aziziyah of R-400 bombs, which Iraq has said were filled with biological agents and unilaterally destroyed in 1991, and inspected a branch of the Mesopotamia State Company for Seed Handling. A chemical team inspected the State Company for Leather Industry.

International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) teams reviewed the status of radioactive waste remaining in a waste storage site at Al Tuwaitha, 25 kilometres south of Baghdad, and performed a car-borne radiation survey there.

* * *

Iraq: inspection

 
9 March – The United Nations today supervised the destruction of six more Al Samoud 2 missiles and 11 additional warheads in Iraq, according to a spokesman for the world body.

“To date, a total of 46 Al Samoud 2 missiles have been destroyed, along with 16 warheads, 1 launcher and 5 engines,” spokesman Hiro Ueki said. Another missile team went to the Al Qaa Qaa storage site to verify the emptying and tagging of warheads for Al Samoud-2 missiles before inspecting the facility’s solid propellant production plant.

UN experts also probed the Al Fatah Factory of the Karama State Company and destroyed some mechanical parts of guidance and control assemblies for Al Samoud 2 missiles.

Meanwhile, a germ warfare team of the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC) supervised the transfer of excavated R-400 bombs and fragments to a more secure area of the Al Aziziyah Airfield and Firing Range.

UN chemical weapons experts visited the Tadmur Company for Tanning and Leather Industry. “The company had been declared as using declarable chemicals,” Mr. Ueki said. “The team learned, however, that the company had closed sometime ago.”

Inspections were also carried out in areas northwest of Kirkuk.

Experts from the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) inspected the General Systems Company, which produces electronic control equipment and is located in central Baghdad. 

“Another IAEA team performed a car and foot radiation survey that included surveying the insides of buildings in the Jurf al Naddaf complex, south of Baghdad,” said Mr. Ueki. “The area surveyed contained warehouses engaged in seed and grain sorting and handling, a small plastic water pipe factory with adjacent family residence, a builder’s yard, empty warehouses, and a large modern plastic bag manufacturing building.”

In another development, Mr. Ueki reported that on Saturday evening, the IAEA conducted a “completely private interview” with an Iraqi scientist.

* * *

Iraq: inspection

8 March – United Nations weapons experts today supervised the destruction of additional Iraqi missiles as the international disarmament probe continued in the country.

There were warheads in three of the six Al Samoud 2 missiles destroyed at the Taji Technical Battalion, according to Hiro Ueki, a spokesman for the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC) and the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA).

“This brings to 40 the total number of Al Samoud 2 missiles destroyed to date,” Mr. Ueki noted, adding that another missile team today visited the Al Samoud Factory, where tools and special equipment to produce the Al Samoud-2 engine were destroyed.

Other UN missile experts visited the Al Qa Qaa complex to verify the emptying and tagging of warheads for Al Samoud 2 missiles.

Also today, UNMOVIC conducted a private interview with an Iraqi scientist – the eighth such interview since 28 February. “During this period, four private interviews did not take place due to the conditions imposed by the Iraqi interviewees,” Mr. Ueki said.

Meanwhile, an UNMOVIC biological team returned to the Al Aziziyah Airfield and Firing Range, where it continued to supervise the excavation of R-400 bombs. “The team took additional samples from the remainders of the stainless steel containers that, Iraq has stated, had been used to transport biological agents,” the spokesman reported.

An UNMOVIC chemical team inspected a sulphuric acid plant in the Al Qa Qaa complex, while an UNMOVIC multidisciplinary team inspected the “Yellow Corn Workshop /Al Haydaria” located approximately 100 kilometres south of Baghdad.

The nuclear probe also continued, with an IAEA team inspecting a military factory being built by the SAAD Company south of Baghdad as well as high explosives-related sites in the same area.

In addition, the IAEA inspected the Sahal Al Din Company, which produces military electronic equipment, and in a separate action conducted a radiation survey 30 kilometres northwest of Baghdad.

* * *

Cyprus

10 March – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today met with the Greek Cypriot leader, Tassos Papadopoulous, and the Turkish Cypriot leader, Rauf Denktash, in The Hague in a last-minute bid to gain approval of a plan that would enable a united Cyprus to join the European Union next month.

On 28 February, the Secretary-General had asked the two parties to come to The Hague to tell him whether or not they are ready to enter into a binding commitment to putting a revised plan for a comprehensive settlement to separate, simultaneous referenda on 30 March.

In an opinion piece published today in the International Herald Tribune, the Secretary-General stressed that an “opportunity beckons” for the two parties to settle the Cyprus issue. “At a time of tension and discord in the world, the Christian Greek Cypriots and the Muslim Turkish Cypriots have a rendezvous with history – a chance for Cyprus to be transformed from a seemingly insoluble international problem to a beacon of international hope,” he wrote. “No one says that re-unification will be easy, but everyone knows that continued division will be much harder.”

This morning, the Secretary-General met first with Mr. Papadopoulous at the Peace Palace of The Hague, and then held talks with Mr. Denktash. Before leaving the Palace at the end of the morning session, Mr. Annan met again with the Under Secretary-General of the Turkish Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ugur Ziyal, who he had already met with yesterday.

Consultations among the various parties are to continue at the Peace Palace in the afternoon.

In other news from The Hague, the Secretary-General, after his arrival yesterday, met with Prince Zeid Ra’ad Zeid al-Hussein, Jordan’s Ambassador to the UN who serves as the President of the Assembly of the States Parties to the Rome Statutes of the International Criminal Court (ICC), for discussions on various issues relating to the tribunal, which is to be inaugurated tomorrow in The Hague.

The Secretary-General, along with Queen Beatrice of the Netherlands and scores of world leaders, will attend the ICC’s inaugural session at the Hall of Knights. During the ceremonies, Prince Al-Hussein will swear in the Court’s 18 elected judges.

* * *

Secretary-General: Cyprus

9 March – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan has arrived at The Hague, Netherlands, for meetings on Monday regarding Cyprus, a UN spokesman announced today.

In a statement released from the Dutch city, the spokesman said Mr. Annan “has invited the Greek Cypriot leader, Mr Tassos Papadopoulos, and the Turkish Cypriot leader, Mr Rauf Denktash, to The Hague to receive a reply to his request of 28 February 2003 that they should enter a binding commitment to putting the plan for a comprehensive settlement, as revised on 26 February, to separate simultaneous referenda on 30 March 2003.”

“The Secretary-General has asked both leaders to ensure that they come to The Hague having completed all necessary consultations and procedures to be able to give definitive answers there and then,” the spokesman said. “He will ask them whether they are prepared to sign tomorrow the two page ‘Commitment to submit the Foundation Agreement to approval at separate simultaneous referenda in order to achieve a comprehensive settlement of the Cyprus problem.’“

The Secretary-General has also invited representatives of the guarantor powers – Greece, Turkey and the United Kingdom – to The Hague, and, according to the statement, “has asked them to indicate their readiness to sign on the same day the statement that follows the above commitment confirming (i) that they agree to the Foundation Agreement being put to separate simultaneous referenda, and (ii) that should the Foundation Agreement be approved at separate simultaneous referenda, they are committed to signing, together with the United Cyprus Republic, the Treaty on matters related to the new state of affairs in Cyprus (as annexed to the Foundation Agreement).”

“The Secretary-General’s plan represents the best and last opportunity for Cyprus to sign the EU accession treaty reunited,” the spokesman stressed. “The Secretary-General hopes that the leaders will agree to put the plan to referendum and allow their people to decide on their future in a united Cyprus.”

* * *

Timor-Leste

10 March – Sounding “a warning bell at a critical time,” the top United Nations peacekeeping official urged the Security Council today to delay cutbacks in UN military and police forces in Timor-Leste and to enhance support for local authorities in the face of recent civil disturbances and the increase in the number of armed groups in rural areas.

Briefing the Council at the outset of its meeting on a special report on the UN Mission of Support in East Timor (UNMISET), the Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations, Jean-Marie Guéhenno, mentioned the destructive riot in Dili, the capital, on 4 December and armed groups apparently driven by a blend of political and criminal motives, particularly in the west of the country that the UN helped guide to independence last year.

The report “is, rather, an effort to sound a warning bell at a critical time – to indicate to the Council a number of worrisome developments and to recommend, in good time, what we perceive as realistic and prudent adjustments of UNMISET’s downsizing plan, so as to reflect changed realities and safeguard all that has been gained,” Mr. Guéhenno said.

He said that in light of past experience, the UN was urging the Council to consider whether the international community should continue to seek a more “minimalist” approach, or – as is strongly supported by military experts at UN Headquarters in New York and in Dili – should it lean toward prudence, and make the additional effort suggested.

Under the planned downsizing, the UN peacekeeping force would be cut back to 2,780 in June and to 1,750 in December. The report urges, however, that the UN force be maintained at its current level of 3,870 troops until the end of the year and be reconfigured to better deter and react to violence.

“These recommendations are presented on the premise that it is easier and less expensive to pre-empt a problem, than to try to fix a problem after it has occurred,” Mr. Mr. Guéhenno told the meeting, which also saw the participation of representatives of some 20 countries.

“The total cost that is implied would be modest compared to the $1 billion to $2 billion that the international community has spent in Timor-Leste over the past three years,” he added. “However, we believe that this additional effort could help secure the much larger investment that has been made to date.”

* * *

Ethiopia-Eritrea

10 March – While progress has been made, the Ethiopia-Eritrea peace process is now at a critical stage and the international community should continue lending its support in order to finalize the border demarcation, according to a report by United Nations Secretary General Kofi Annan released today in New York.

In a report to the Security Council on the activities of the UN Mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea (UNMEE) since last December, Mr. Annan highlights key developments and gives an update on Boundary Commission activities.

“On balance, the parties have generally been cooperating well through this process,” Mr. Annan says. “However, it is now time for them to translate their commitments into real action on the ground, namely, the implementation of the 13 April 2002 delimitation decision.”

The Secretary-General says while the two parties should be commended for the fact that there have been no serious ceasefire violations since the establishment of the Temporary Security Zone, recent cross-border incidents are a source of concern.

Also of serious concern to Mr. Annan are “forceful” demarches made by the two parties to his Special Representative and the Boundary Commission. “Efforts to reopen fundamental matters already settled through binding arbitration could only be counterproductive,” he notes.

“The period ahead will pose major challenges,” Mr. Annan adds, renewing his appeal for contributions to facilitate the demarcation process scheduled for completion in November. He also stresses that the humanitarian consequences of the demarcation process must be heeded, especially with the serious drought affecting the two countries.

The Council is scheduled to hold a meeting later today of countries contributing troop to the UN Mission, and meet for consultations tomorrow to discuss the Secretary-General’s report.

Meanwhile, the UN Coordinator for Eritrea, Simon Nhongo, is scheduled to arrive in New York tomorrow to meet with key donors in a bid to boost funding for UN humanitarian activities.

The UN appeal for Eritrea has so far received a mere two per cent of the $163 million requested, hardly enough to help the 1.4 million people affected by the drought that had contributed to serious food shortages. The UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said it fears that the aid reserves will run out by the end of this month.

* * *

DR of Congo

10 March – As Ugandan troops and rebels in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) continue to struggle for control over the town of Bunia, the United Nations dispatched a mission to the area today in a bid to calm tensions and pave the way for a ceasefire.

The first goal of the multidisciplinary team – drawn from the UN Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC) and headed by Vadim Perfiliev, Regional Director for the East – is to secure an agreement for the cessation of hostilities between the Union of the Congolese Patriots (UPC) and the Ugandan army.

Should conditions permit, the team will then proceed with the identification of the Ituri participants in the technical phase of meetings ahead of the establishment of an administrative body that will have the power to ensure the security of Bunia’s population. The Ituri Pacification Commission, as the body is known, comprises representatives from the Governments of the DRC and Uganda, along with MONUC and other parties on the ground and will eventually aim to secure a total and definite withdrawal of Ugandan troops from the town.

* * * 

Forests

10 March – The United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) today hailed “steady and encouraging” progress in sustainable forest management around the world, but called for innovative cooperation between governments, organizations and the private and civil sectors to achieve even greater improvements.

“Despite high rates of deforestation, progress in implementing sustainable forest management around the world has been steady and encouraging,” according to the State of the World’s Forests 2003 (SOFO), presented by FAO. “However, improvements are needed to bring about further environmental, economic, social and cultural benefits.”

The report recommends stronger integrated policies and better linkages across sectors, such as agriculture, transportation and trade. It also suggests innovative partnerships among governments, organizations, the private sector and civil society.

SOFO defines sustainable management as meeting present needs for forest goods and services, while ensuring their continued availability in the long term. The concept combines the production of wood and non-wood forest products with the conservation of soil, water and biological diversity, while the socio-economic, cultural and spiritual values of forests are maintained or enhanced.

The report underscores the major roles of forests in the context of climate change as a source of carbon dioxide when they are destroyed or degraded and the role they can play in poverty alleviation. “Forests can help to reduce food insecurity, alleviate poverty, improve the sustainability of agricultural production and enhance the environment in which many impoverished rural people live,” it says.

It also analyzes the important role of forests in freshwater resources, the contribution of forests to the conservation of biological diversity, and the state of science and technology in the forest sector, including the widening gap between advanced and least developed countries.

* * *

Water

10 March – Gearing up for the global conference on water later this month, the United Nations lead agency for youngsters today said lack of clean water and sanitation causes millions of children in the developing world to suffer needlessly from disease and often forces girls to drop out of school.

The UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) said a lack of access to clean water in households causes waterborne illnesses that kill more than 1.6 million children each year. The impact is more tragic for girls, who are often forced to drop out of primary school due to inadequate separate and decent sanitation facilities.

“This lack of education early in life often consigns girls to poverty or dependence later in life,” UNICEF Executive Director Carol Bellamy said. “By providing clean water and sanitation to the poorest people on the planet, we can reduce poverty and suffering and ensure education for all children.”

The Third World Water Forum will bring leaders, technical experts and children together in Japan from 16 to 23 March to seek solutions to water and sanitation issues. During the conference, which coincides with World Water Day on 22 March, UNICEF will work to ensure that children have a voice in solving these problems. It is co-hosting a children’s forum, also in Japan, where approximately 100 youngsters will discuss and present their findings to decision-makers attending the Ministerial Conference.

“We all know that fresh water is a scarce resource in many places, often a highly politicized commodity. That’s why it’s crucial that we think of these resources in terms of our children – not only for our own children’s health, but for future generations,” Ms. Bellamy said, urging governments to invest more in clean water and in the protection of scarce water sources.

According to UNICEF, millions of children suffer intestinal infections caused by parasites. Each year 19.5 million people are infected with roundworm and whipworm alone, and an estimated 118.9 million children under 15 suffer from schistoomiasis. Parasites consume nutrients, aggravate malnutrition, retard children’s physical development and result in poor school attendance and performance.

* * *

FAO: chemicals


10 March – All forms of asbestos, several deadly pesticides and two highly toxic lead additives used in gasoline should be subject to tighter trade controls, according to recommendations from a committee of government-appointed experts set up under a United Nations convention on hazardous chemicals.


The recommendations, published today by the UN Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO) in Rome, called for adding five additional forms of potentially cancer-causing asbestos to the Prior Informed Consent (PIC) Procedure of the Rotterdam Convention along with the pesticides DNOC, parathion, a severely hazardous pesticide mixture of benomyl, thiram and carbofuran, and the two additives.

The Rotterdam Convention was adopted in 1998 under the auspices of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) and the FAO as a response to increasing awareness of the health and environment risks associated with hazardous chemicals.  In some cases, these chemicals can be used safely in developed countries, but not in developing countries, where access to protective equipment may be limited.

One form of asbestos, once widely used as insulation for houses and specialized equipment but now banned in many countries since its tiny fibres can cause cancer, other illnesses, and death when inhaled into the lungs, is already on the PIC list. The recommendation to add the five additional forms was triggered by bans to protect human health in Australia, Chile and the European Union (EU).

DNOC, an insecticide, weed killer and fungicide that is highly toxic to humans and poses a high risk to other organisms was included in the recommendations following bans in Peru and the EU. The review of the benomyl-thiram-carbofuran mixture was initiated by Senegal following thousands of reported cases of poisoning with fevers, chest and abdominal pains, vomiting, insomnia and a number of deaths.

 
The review of parathion, which can cause nausea, diarrhoea, blurred vision, and, in severe cases, respiratory depression, convulsions and death, was triggered by bans in the EU and Australia. Tetraethyl and tetramethyl lead are used as additives in petrol; lead poses a serious health risk particularly to children. 

The recommendations will be discussed by the Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee of the Rotterdam Convention on PIC, which meeting in Geneva from 17-21 November. If adopted, these chemicals will become subject to the Prior Informed Consent procedure.

· *** *

_________________________________________________________________________________________











10 March 2003

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General. 

Good afternoon.

**Secretary-General Press Conference at The Hague
The Secretary-General just recently wrapped up a press conference at The Hague, in which he pointed to the desire by people around the world for a peaceful resolution to the Iraq crisis.  He emphasized that war must “always be a last resort”, and that the United Nations has “a duty to search until the very end for the peaceful resolution of conflicts”.

Security Council members, he said, “now face a momentous choice”, adding, “If they fail to agree on a common position, and action is taken without the authority of the Security Council, the legitimacy and support for any such action will be seriously impaired.”

He added that the success or failure of the international community would crucially affect its ability to deal with other problems in the Middle East, the Korean peninsula and Africa.

The Secretary-General noted the importance attached the world over to the Security Council and the United Nations, and said, “As they approach their grave decision, I must solemnly urge all members of the Council to keep this in mind, and to be worthy of the trust in them that the world’s peoples have shown.”

We have copies of his opening statement to the press upstairs.

He then took a number of questions.  Asked whether an attack on Iraq without Security Council authorization would violate the UN Charter, the Secretary-General said, “If the U.S. and others were to go outside the Council and take military action, it would not be in conformity with the Charter.”

The Secretary-General was asked about his discussions today on Cyprus, and one reporter asked, in particular, about the difficulty in getting a “yes-or-no” answer from the Cypriot leaders on putting his plan to separate, simultaneous referenda on 30 March, and the Secretary-General responded that, “sometimes, to get to what you call a simple yes or no, takes a lot of doing”.

**Secretary-General in The Hague
On Monday morning, at the Peace Palace of The Hague, which serves as the seat of the International Court of Justice, the Secretary General began a round of meetings on Cyprus.

On 28 February, he had asked the Turkish Cypriot leader, Rauf Denktash, and the Greek Cypriot leader, Tassos Papadopoulous, to come to The Hague to tell him whether or not they are ready to enter into a binding commitment to put the plan for a comprehensive settlement, as revised on 26 February, to separate simultaneous referenda on 30 March.

Yesterday, we issued a statement on today’s meeting, which said that “the Secretary-General’s plan represents the best and last opportunity for Cyprus to sign the EU accession treaty reunited.  The Secretary-General hopes that the leaders will agree to put the plan to referendum and allow their people to decide on their future in a united Cyprus”.  We have copies of the full statement upstairs.

At the Peace Palace, the Secretary-General first met with Tassos Papadopoulos, and then met with Rauf Denktash.  Before leaving the Palace at the end of the morning session, the Secretary-General met again with the Under- Secretary of the Turkish Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ugur Ziyal. 

Consultations among the various parties are to continue at the Peace Palace in the afternoon.

Yesterday, after arriving in The Hague, the Secretary-General met with Prince Zeid Ra’ad Zeid al-Hussein, the Permanent Representative of Jordan to the United Nations, who serves as the President of the Assembly of the States Parties to the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court.  They discussed various issues relating to the Court, which is to be inaugurated tomorrow at The Hague.

Later yesterday afternoon and evening, the Secretary-General held a number of meetings relating to Cyprus.  He first met with his Special Adviser, Alvaro de Soto, who briefed him on the latest developments regarding the Cyprus issue. Afterwards, de Soto joined the Secretary-General for separate, back-to-back meetings on Cyprus with the Minister for Foreign Affairs of Greece, George Papandreou, and the Under-Secretary of the Turkish Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ugur Ziyal.

**ICC Inauguration
As I just mentioned, the inaugural session of the International Criminal Court (ICC) will be tomorrow, and it will take place at the Hall of Knights in The Hague, with the Secretary-General, Queen Beatrice of the Netherlands and scores of world leaders attending. 

During the session, the 18 elected judges of the Court will be sworn in by the President of the Assembly of States Parties, and the Secretary-General met with the 18 judges this afternoon, in a courtesy call.

The ceremony will be webcast live at www.icc-cpi.int

**Security Council
The Security Council is holding an open meeting this morning on Timor-Leste. Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations Jean-Marie Guéhenno first introduced the Secretary-General’s special report on the UN Mission of Support in East Timor (UNMISET).

“This is not a general report on progress towards implementation of the mandate”, he said.  “It is, rather, an effort to sound a warning bell at a critical time -– to indicate to the Council a number of worrisome developments.”

Mr. Guéhenno appealed to the Council to reconsider the downsizing plans for the Mission in light of developments in the security environment and warned that a premature downsizing of the Mission could imperil the overall strategy of establishing a sustainable Timorese structure that can maintain security after the UN leaves.

As of now, there are 21 speakers on the list. 

As you know, the Security Council held consultations on Iraq on Friday evening and decided to resume the consultations this afternoon at 4 p.m.

**UNMOVIC

The UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC) supervised the destruction of 18 Al-Samoud 2 missiles since Saturday, with 

six missiles being destroyed on each of the past three days. As of today, 

52 Al-Samoud 2 missiles had been destroyed, along with 19 warheads, one launcher and five engines.

Today, an UNMOVIC missile team also inspected one command-and-control vehicle used to launch Al-Samoud 2 missiles and eliminated all the computer software used for the launch.

As for interviews, UNMOVIC conducted a private interview with an Iraqi scientist on Saturday, and another today with an individual who had taken part in the unilateral destruction of precursors for chemical weapons production.  These were UNMOVIC’s eighth and ninth private interviews since 28 February.  During that same period, four private interviews did not take place, due to conditions imposed by the Iraqi interviewees.  Also, on Sunday, the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) conducted a completely private interview with an Iraqi scientist.

UNMOVIC and IAEA teams also conducted several other inspections over the weekend, including the supervision by an UNMOVIC biological team of the transfer of R-400 bombs and fragments that had been excavated from the al-Aziziyah Airfield and Firing Range to a more secure area.  Today, an UNMOVIC team continued supervising the excavation and transfer work of the R-400 bombs.

We have further details in the briefing notes from Baghdad.

**Report on Ethiopia-Eritrea
The Secretary-General’s report to the Security Council on Ethiopia and Eritrea is out.

While reporting further progress in implementing the peace agreement, the Secretary-General notes the process is now at a critical stage, and that the international community should not be complacent.

He raises several concerns, including recent démarches made to the Boundary Commission, which could have “very serious consequences”.  The Secretary-General urges the Security Council to consider the Commission’s observations carefully and in their totality.  The Commission’s eighth report, which contains these démarches, is provided as an annex to the UN report.

The Secretary-General also says that, while the two parties should be commended for the fact that there have been no serious ceasefire violations since the establishment of the Temporary Security Zone, recent cross-border incidents are a source of concern.  He urges the parties to do their utmost to prevent a recurrence of such incidents.

He also renews his appeal to donors to contribute to the Trust Fund for the Delimitation and Demarcation of the Border and other mechanisms to facilitate the conclusion of that process.  In addition, he says that the serious drought affecting the two countries requires immediate attention and international support.

The report is scheduled to be discussed tomorrow in consultations of the Security Council.  Today, at 3:30 p.m., the Council is holding a troop contributors’ meeting on this UN mission.

**Eritrea - Humanitarian
The United Nations Humanitarian Coordinator for Eritrea, Simon Nhongo, will arrive in New York tomorrow to speak to donors about the shortfall in funding for the Inter-Agency Appeal for Eritrea.  The Appeal was launched last November and calls for $163 million to assist 2.3 million people.  The Appeal has received just 2 per cent of the total figure so far, and there is a good possibility that reserves will run out at the end of the month.

We have a press release with more details.

**Democratic Republic of the Congo
The Special Representative of the Secretary-General for the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Namanga Ngongi, dispatched to Bunia today a delegation to assess the situation on the ground there, following violent clashes between Ugandan troops and those of the Union of the Congolese Patriots. 

The mission’s goal is first to secure an agreement for the cessation of hostilities between the Union of the Congolese Patriots and the Ugandan Army.  And second, should conditions permit, to proceed with the identification of the Ituri participants in the preparatory technical committee meeting. 

We have a press release with more details available in my Office.

**Press Releases
Finally, a couple of press releases to highlight for you today.

The first is on the launch today of the State of the World’s Forests 2003 by the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO).  The report says there has been progress in implementing sustainable forest management, but improvements are still needed.  

The second is from the FAO as well, announcing today that an international committee of experts has recommended a number of substances for addition to the list of chemicals and pesticides under trade controls.  The proposal, which includes five additional forms of asbestos, a severely hazardous pesticide and two lead-based gasoline additives, will be presented to the Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee of the Rotterdam Convention when it meets in November.


That’s all I have for you.  Yes?

Questions and Answers

Question:  As always, the BBC.  Can you just clarify something you said quoting Mr. Annan in The Hague?  I think you said that he’d announced in response to a question that if the United States was to go outside of the United Nations, it would not be in conformity with the Charter.  Is that, in effect, saying that if this draft second resolution were to be rejected by the Security Council for whatever reasons, then countries which participated in military action would actually be breaking the founding Charter?

Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  I don’t think I need to do exegesis on this simple declarative sentence.  Its meaning, I think, is very clear.  So, I’d rather not turn it around and say:  “is this also true?”  What he said, and I quote again, “If the U.S. and others were to go outside the Council and take military action, it would not be in conformity with the Charter.”  Serge?

Question:  As a follow-up to his question:  is it the duty of the Secretary-General, or is he misinterpreting the Charter?  Did he have the duty to do that?  Can he do that?

Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  He has to defend it.  In order to defend it, he’s got to interpret it.  He’s got a Legal Adviser should he run into any difficulties.  He also takes his orders from Member States through the General Assembly and the Security Council.  So, if they want to help him in interpreting the Charter, they may do so.  But again, he’s made it very clear, the statement.  Felicity?

Question:  Fred, how unusual are the remarks he made specifically exhorting the Security Council?  He’s been speaking in recent weeks about the extent to which he wants the Council to remain united.  But the statements today were considerably stronger and when you add on the response to the question that my two colleagues just spoke about, there seems to be a level of force and pressure that he’s putting on that seems unusual to me.  Can you give me some context? 

Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  The context is evolving each day that goes by.  The tensions rise, and he felt that on this particular day he wanted to issue this statement, reiterate what he’s said before, but perhaps, more forcefully, to throw down some markers as governments get prepared to make very important decisions.  Yes, Mr. Abadee?

Question:  Fred, the Secretary-General has been remarkably silent during the debate of the Security Council on Iraq.  Traditionally, the Secretary-General makes a statement on important issues before the Council.  Is his silence due to the fact that he’s aware of the division within the Security Council?

Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  The recent meetings had to do with Drs. Blix and ElBaradei presenting their reports to the Council and the Council debating those reports.  He did not see it as his role to enter directly into that particular debate.  That’s why he chose not to make a statement at those meetings.  He did speak to Council members, notably, at the lunch with the foreign ministers when a lot of very pertinent issues came up.  So, he’s been making his views known, but in private.

Question:  A follow-up?  He says in his press conference this morning that “war must always be a last resort arrived at only if and when every reasonable avenue of achieving Iraq’s disarmament by peaceful means has been exhausted”.  What is his current thinking?  Does he think that those efforts have been exhausted or there’s room still for further negotiations?

Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  A final vote has not been taken, and final military action has not been undertaken.  I think he still feels there’s room in the Council’s deliberations to come up with a peaceful resolution.  Yes?

Question:  If the U.S. and other countries are found to be in violation of the Charter, what are the consequences or possible consequences?

Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  That would have to be for Council members to decide.  And I don’t want to speculate further about what is basically a hypothetical question.

Question:  Is it the process though that the Secretary-General is obliged or would be able to make some kind of declaration that they’re in violation and is some kind of procedure triggered at that point?  How’s that handled?

Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  No, I don’t ...  Again, it’s hypothetical.  But he’d like the Council to take the lead in making this determination.  He’s made a judgement call today and then I think he’d leave it to the Council to act.  Yeah?

Question:  If I could just follow up?  Is there a precedent for this matter?  Is there a procedure some place and how this has been handled previously?  Where a Security Council member was found in violation of the Charter?  So there’s something to look to to see whether this happened in the past?

Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  I am not a historian; it’s hard for me to give you a precedent.  But this would not be the first time that a Member State had taken military action without Charter approval.  It was done by the United States in Kosovo.

Question:  Fred, regarding the situation in the Congo?  Are we losing control.  What is your interpretation of it?

Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  The situation in the east was extremely destabilizing.  I think the hope though is that the parties are committed to an agreement, and if they can just get this situation in Ituri under control, the peace process can be salvaged.  I wouldn’t say it’s out of control.  Yeah?

Question:  Just picking up on my colleague’s question.  You referred to the American action in Kosovo taken without Council approval.  But you’d agree, wouldn’t you, that the precedent is not at all exact because the matter was never put to the Council and a specific resolution was not rejected or indeed vetoed?

Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  That’s true.

Question:  So, the precedent is not exact?

Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  I accept that.  Felicity?

Question:  Could I follow upon this line with one more?  If a new resolution, the one that’s currently pending, is withdrawn, would 1441 give the authority for action? 

Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  That’s not for the Secretariat to pronounce itself on.  So, the Council would have to decide the answer to your question.

Question:  And what about, if possibly you could talk about the reverse.  Legally, if the current resolution is offered and rejected, does that mean whatever authority is in 1441 is null and void? 

Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  I don’t want to ... I mean, it’s really wrong to ask the Secretariat to make these kinds of judgements.  These are matters for governments to debate and decide on.  Yes?

Question:  Is there anything new on potential plans for withdrawal from Iraq by UN personnel?  You spoke about that last week.  Is there anything different any more of urgency this week, today?

Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  The only new development was in the UN peacekeeping force along the Iraq-Kuwait border, which went to phase three, which means non-essential staff were removed.  But that’s only about 100 people out of a total strength of 1,000.  And that mission continues to carry out all its functions and, as far as I know, we still have roughly 600 people in Iraq.  So, as of today there is no dramatic reduction in our presence.  What will happen in the course of the week, we’ll have to see.

Question:  Secondly, there have been some questions about the exact procedure in taking a vote of this nature in the Security Council, assuming that a vote on the resolution introduced on Friday is called this week.  Can you outline to us how that is done in the Council?

Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  I think there’s no change in the standard procedure.  The resolution, as agreed upon in draft, is put to a vote by the President.  He asks those in favour and members show hands.  Those against, members show hands.  Those abstaining, members show hands.  And then he announces that either the vote has carried or the resolution was not adopted for whatever reason -– lack of the required number of votes or the casting of a veto.

Question:  My understanding is that the casting of a “No” vote by a permanent member is the same, equivalent to casting of a veto or is that a separate process? 

Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  No.  That’s part of the same process.

Question:  Finally, the question is called by one of the sponsors at any time during consultations or during the meeting?

Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  Which question?

Question:  To call the question.  In other words, how is that actually done, to say we now want to vote on this resolution?

Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  All that is decided in closed consultations.  So, members agree in closed consultations to take a particular draft to a vote.  Then they go into an open meeting for the vote.  Frank?

Question:  Fred, which section of the UN Charter would the U.S. not be conforming with, if it went into action in Iraq.  Do you know which section it would be violating?

Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  I don’t have my Charter with me, and I am not prepared, therefore, to cite chapter and verse.  If you like, we can ask the Legal Office to give you a precise answer to that question.  Mr. Abadee?

Question:  Fred, on the voting question, do you know if there is any current thought being given to simulating a vote by a two-action vote?

Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  I don’t understand that question.  Simulation?

Question:  Yes, within the informal consultations to take stock of who is for or against prior to the formal vote?

Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  I am not aware that that is done.  I think members assess each other’s position based on statements made in closed consultations, not on simulated votes.  There’s nothing in the procedures that says it couldn’t be done, I just have never seen it done.

Okay?  Thank you very much.

* *** *
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