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Private sector takes action to improve  watershed management 

  GENEVA, Switzerland — The World Economic Forum, in association with the United Nations Environment

  Program (UNEP), has launched a water initiative to  create public-private partnerships to improve the

  management of watersheds "from the summit to  the sea."

  Members of the initiative include, among others, top  businesses, NGOs, international organizations, and

  governments. Their aim is to improve the quality  and quantity of water for both business and

  communities by sharing best practices and  partnering in the maintenance and management of water and watersheds around  the world.

  "Shared responsibility for the management of watersheds from mountain ranges to  coastal areas will improve the quality and quantity of water for business,  populations, and the environment," said José María Figueres, senior managing  director at the World Economic Forum.

  UNEP executive director Klaus Töpfer agreed, saying, "We must not only increase  public awareness about the challenges the world is facing in relation to water, but  we must also change the way the water issue is perceived: from being a driver of  conflict to being a catalyst for collaboration."

  Public opinion appears to be clear about the urgent need to protect water  resources. According to the results of a Gallup International survey, more than half  of the world’s population believes that access to clean drinking water should be  added to the list of basic human rights — even if additional taxes would be required  to ensure universal access. Responses by the 36,000 people surveyed in 36  countries are strikingly similar: 61 percent approval in the E.U. (Spain 81  percent and Ireland 88 percent), 68 percent in non-E.U. countries, 62 percent in

  Eastern and Central Europe, 50 percent in the Middle East, 53 percent in North  America, 60 percent in Latin America, and 56 percent in Africa.

  "Reliable access to fresh, drinkable water is one of the most important and  fundamental issues for many communities," said Travis Engen, president and CEO of  Alcan Inc. "I am pleased that Alcan can bring to bear its 101-year experience with  the management of watersheds and water resources to enhance the availability of

  this precious resource."

  The World Economic Forum Water Initiative is intended to facilitate private sector  participation in the maintenance of watersheds and put water management at the  forefront of economic development. The Water Initiative has three principal  objectives. First, the initiative will serve as an incubator for public-private

  partnerships that address the importance of watershed management for the  environment and the need for better use of water in the business production cycle.  Second, it aims to contribute to a better understanding of how to structure and  balance the costs and benefits of payments for environmental services. Third, it  seeks to establish and promote best practices in the management of watersheds  and related payments for environmental services.

  "Water resource management is one of the most important challenges the world  faces. Freshwater is the critical resource of the 21st century and for the future of  humankind," said Kristalina Georgieva, director of environment, World Bank.

  Of the Earth's water, 97 percent is saltwater found in oceans and seas, and 3  percent is freshwater, of which only 1 percent is available, while 2 percent is  currently frozen in glaciers and polar icecaps. More than half of humanity relies on  water from mountains, often thousands of kilometers away from the source. All of  the world's major rivers originate in the mountains.

  "The water crisis in the world is due essentially to the unsustainable use and  management of water resources and to the destruction of ecosystems such as  forests, wetlands, and soil that capture, filter, store and release water," said  Philippe Roch, director of the Swiss Agency for the Environment, Forests, and  Landscape. If 1.1 billion people do not have access to safe water supplies, some 2.4  billion people do not have access to adequate sanitation, causing the death by  water-borne diseases of more than 3 million people, among them 2 million children,  mostly in developing countries.

  "A clean sustainable water supply depends on the ecosystems that capture, filter,  store, and distribute water, such as forests, wetlands, and soils," Roch said. This  sentence has been used in the Ministerial Declaration of the Third World Water  Forum that took place in Kyoto in March 2003, and now it has been taken by the

  Ministerial Declaration Environmental Meeting of the G-7/G-8 in April.

  "If we fail to protect forests and wetlands, if we do not manage soils with  precaution, water will disappear. We can build all the water pipes and treatment  plants we want; there will be nothing to drain or clean," Roch said.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Economic Times of India

Room for growth: Leela & Taj  in expansive mood

GIRISH RAO
                BANGALORE: Hospitality business appears to be on a roll in  Bangalore. Anticipating a rise in demand, at least two leading  brands are expanding their room inventory and business offering. 

                The Leela Palace in Bangalore is planning a Rs 170-crore room  expansion and a 4,500 seat modern convention centre. Taj  Westend has also embarked on a multi-crore refurbishment drive,   which will not only give the hotel a brand new look in the first   phase, but will also improve its room inventory by around 20-25

rooms. The sprawling property offers 129 rooms now. Trade  sources said the hotel boasted of an impressive 84% occupancy in  May, with average room revenue touching Rs 5,300. 

                Growing conference business has spurred even Taj Residency, a   business hotel of the same chain, to reconfigure and modernise its   banquet halls, which make significant contribution to the property’s

bottomline. Sources said in the near future, a major revamp of the  rooms may be on the cards.

                Leela Venture chairman Capt Krishnan Nair said the expansion    project calls for an investment of Rs 100-120 crore, while the  convention centre may cost another Rs 50 crore. Close to Rs 450  crore has been spent on building the luxury hotel, partly due to   time delay. It has been functioning for less than two years now.

The addition of 150-200 rooms to its present inventory of 250  rooms, will take its total offering to 400-450 rooms, making it the   biggest five-star hotel in town. A state of the art convention facility   made business sense, as there is a surge in the number and size  of events being held in Bangalore, he said.

                According to Capt Nair, the first five months of this year have been   very good for the hotel, recording encouraging occupancies and  room revenues for successive months. It has succeeded in   bagging a string of international and domestic conference  business. For instance, this month (based on the bookings), Leela

expects to close the month with 80% occupancy and an ARR of   Rs 7,100. This week all rooms are choc-a-block because of the World Seed Conference. Guests in the elite Leela Club, which has  54 rooms, are even paying $335 for a day’s stay.

                The company is preparing to pitch with United Nations    Environment Programme (UNEP) to host its annual environment  event in Bangalore at the Leela next year. Capt Nair, who is a   recipient of UNEP’s Global Award for his eco-friendly initiatives,  said he had already received some feelers from people attached to                this programme. He is now planning to take it up jointly with the  Karnataka government. Although World Environment Day is hosted  all over the world, UNEP selects one city to hold special functions.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

The Daily Nation

Draft policy on renewable energy  out in two months

12 June 2003

By NATION Correspondent 

                      A draft policy document on renewable energy will be ready in the next two  months. 

                      Mr Patrick Nyoike, the Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of Energy, said   the document was geared towards boosting sustainable energy, in line with  recommendations by the Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency  Partnership.  

                      Among renewable energy sources the government was keen on promoting  are solar water heaters. 

                      At the same time, the ministry's acting superintendent of power, Mr John   Githinji, and the acting director of renewables, Mr J.N. Maina, want solar    water heaters made affordable to more people. At present, there are about  50,000 solar units countrywide.  

                      The PS was speaking at the close of a regional conference on renewable   energy at the United Nations Environment Programme (Unep) headquarters   in Nairobi. 

                      The two-day conference was organised by African Energy Policy Research    Network and sponsored by Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency   Partnership, a UK-based initiative launched at last year's World Summit on  Sustainable Development in South Africa. 

                      It brought together delegates from Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania, Ethiopia and   Mauritius. 

                      Participants included Uganda's Energy Permanent Secretary, Mr F.A.  Kabagambe-Kaliisa. 

                      Mr Nyoike said the government was "aggressively pursuing increasing the   share of renewables in electricity supply particularly geothermal energy". 

                      Mr Githinji and Mr Maina said in a joint paper entitled: Power sector Reforms  and promotion of renewable Energy Efficiency in Kenya: "Tax incentives   should be developed for home or house owners for financing the acquisition  of solar water heaters to encourage their use.''  

__________________________________________________________________________________________

 Financial Express 

June 8, 2003 

HEADLINE: CHEMICAL INDUSTRY URGES GOVT TO STAY OFF POPS TREATY 

      BODY: 

      The Rs 1,25,000 crore chemical industry has requested the government to refrain from ratifying the

      Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs) treaty. The treaty under the aegis of the United Nations Environment

      Programme (UNEP) seeks to reduce the health and environment risks posed by 12 specified POPs. India,

      alongwith 97 other countries, had in May 22, 2001, entered into an agreement saying that such a treaty

      should be accepted for the benefit of human health and environment. Discussions on the subject have

      been going on ever since and it is now expected to be put up by the ministry of environment in the next

      Parliament Session for approval before the President gives his ascent. Industry sources say there are a lot of

      loopholes and provisions for subjective interpretations of various clauses in the treaty and therefore, it is

      better if the Indian authorities refrain from ratifying the treaty at this juncture. "If accepted at this juncture,

      the globally legally binding treaty would be detrimental to the health of the Indian chemical industry," said S

      Ganesan, co-chairman, international treaties expert committee of Indian Chemical Manufacturers Association

      (ICMA). Also, before the treaty is put up before the Parliament for its approval, it is important for the

      environment ministry to take views of the primary stake holders in the industry, he said. Under the POPs

      treaty, manufacturing of the 12 specified chemicals can become vulnerable to ban by the treaty signatory

      member-nations. If banned, it can pose problems for the industry players here. As the treaty was signed in

      Stockholm it is also known as the Stockholm Convention. It can formally come into existence and become

      legally binding only if at least 50 countries ratify the same. Till date however, only six countries are

      signatories. They are Canada, Fiji, Germany, Lesotho, Nauru and the Netherlands. "There is no reason for

      India to rush in ratifying the treaty if leading nations have not ratified the same," Mr Ganesan said. Given the

      flaws in the treaty, he is trying to convince the members of the ASEAN nations to be cautious and towards

      that end will visit some of them next week. It may be mentioned here that the initial list of POPs are grouped

      in three categories: Pesticides (Aldrin, Chlordane, DDT, Dieldrin, Endrin, Heptachlor, Hexachlorobenzen, Mirex    and Toxaphene); industrial chemicals (Polyclorinated Biphenyls (PCBs) and unintended byproducts (dioxins  and furans). Considered as hazardous, both environmentally and health-wise, many of these products are currently banned and are in the process of being phased out. 

      JOURNAL-CODE: WFEX 

 __________________________________________________________________________________________

XINHUA GENERAL NEWS SERVICE

June 11, 2003, Wednesday 5:25 PM Eastern Time

HEADLINE: Young environmentalists to meet in Russia on cleaner world
      BODY:

      An elite group of young people will be converging in the Russian town of Dubna to share their passions for a

      greener, cleaner world and draw up action plans for realizing an environmentally-friendly future, the United

      Nations Environment Program (UNEP) said here Wednesday.

      The event, named Tunza International Youth Conference, will mark the next step in UNEP's growing

      campaign to enlist the enthusiasm, creativity and vision of young people to deliver a more sustainable and

      fairer world, the Nairobi-based UNEP said in a press release.

      UNEP urges young people, who are eager to make a difference and keen to take action, to apply to be

      delegates to the meeting, scheduled for Aug. 25-27, 2003. 

      "We are looking for dedicated, imaginative young people who share our vision that the environment is one

      of the keys to a better, more prosperous and healthier world," Klaus Toepfer, UNEP executive director, was

      quoted by the release as saying.

      "Our new youth and children's' strategy is called Tunza, the Swahili word meaning 'to treat with care and

      affection.' We want to work with young people to spread this philosophy from the Dubna conference,

      through concrete actions, to their homes, communities and countries all around the globe," said Toepfer.

      The UNEP executive director said the August meeting in Russia does not come in isolation and should be

      seen as part of the global push for action to deliver the Plan of Implementation agreed by nations at the

      World Summit on Sustainable Development ( WSSD) in Johannesburg, capital of South Africa, last year.

      "The WSSD gave us a blueprint for reducing poverty in an environmentally-friendly way. It cannot be done

      without the participation of all walks of life including the globe's youth. They are also the future leaders of

      their families, communities and nations. I hope the conference will inspire them to take the torch of

      Johannesburg forward," he said.

      This year's Tunza conference is one of the first outcomes of the UNEP Tunza strategy agreed by countries

      at the world body's governing council in February, according to the release.

      It will be followed up in July 2004 with the Tunza International Children's Conference taking place in New

      London, Connecticut, the United States, UNEP said.

      LOAD-DATE: June 11, 2003 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

This Day

June 11, 2003 Wednesday 

HEADLINE: Nigeria;  NCF, FSB Want Better Forest Management 

      BODY: 

      The Nigerian Conservation Foundation (NCF), in conjunction with the FSB International Bank Plc, have called   on the Federal Government to develop more environmentally and socially equitable approaches to forest   management, given the importance of forests in Nigeria. 

      Making the call in a joint message delivered during the celebration of the World Environment Day (June 5)

      last week, the duo called for the formulation of a National Forestry Policy to check indiscriminate and wanton

      destruction of Nigeria's forests. 

      "The current situation is driven by environmental improvidence and greed. The importance of forests cannot

      be overstated. As we join the whole world today to mark the World Environment Day, there is need for all

      of us to reflect on the state of the Nigerian environment, the emerging challenges and our individual and

      collective responsibilities" the statement said. According to Paddy Ezeala, Communication Manager of NCF,

      who provided the report, "the global environment has been witnessing systematic and steady degradation

      with the concomitant reduction in its capacity to support life. This situation is even worse in Nigeria as it

      combines with the decay of infrastructure to further imperil human existence". 

      To him, the theme of the celebration, "Water: More Than 2 Billion People Are Dying For It" suggests a rising

      incapacity of the environment to provide for humans. Only 2.5% of the global water supply is fresh, and

      only a fraction of this percentage is accessible to humanity. "With the mismanagement of our wetlands and

      the attendant reduction in the recharging capacity of ground water, coupled with desert encroachment in

      Northern Nigeria, water as necessary as it is, is set to become increasingly scarce", he noted. 

      Desertification, Ezeala revealed, has already affected 350,000 sq. km of the nation's land area and is still

      advancing southwards at the speed of 0.6 km per annum. "This situation is not helped by the depletion of

      our forests at the rate of 3.5% annually. Between 1981 and 1994 Nigeria lost 3.7 million hectares of forests.

      At present only 4% of Nigerian rain forest cover is left. This implies a colossal loss of biodiversity. While more    than 11,000 species of animals and plants are threatened with extinction in the world, 484 plant species are  threatened with extinction in Nigeria alone", he said. 

      The degradation of the Nigerian environment contributes in no small measure to the exacerbation of

      drought, acute water scarcity, low agricultural productivity, rural poverty and the proliferation of diseases

      associated with extreme temperatures and poor environmental conditions. 

      While environmental degradation worsens the incidence of poverty, poverty in itself remains one of the

      greatest threats to the environment. The event (World Environment Day) should provide us with an

      opportunity to channel our thoughts and actions towards extricating ourselves from this vicious circle. The

      way out, he declared, is to put in place the necessary institutional framework for the effective management

      and protection of the nation's natural resources. 

      "Over 30 million tonnes of soil is lost annually and more than 800 kilometres of coastal ecosystem threatened

      through soil, gully and coastal erosion. There is also the issue of gas flaring, the cessation of which we are

      looking forwards to in 2008 even when, today, modern energy supply and services are inadequate. The

      scandalous ubiquity of domestic and industrial wastes in our urban centres has become a national

      embarrassment deserving of urgent national policy and action", he said. 

      He claimed the celebration of World Environment Day, must be matched with the resolve for concrete

      action. According to him, "we must act locally while we are thinking globally and recognize the nexus

      between sustainable economic development and environmental protection. We must adopt policies and

      actions informed by utmost sincerity towards the cessation or if possible reversal of the steeping degradation

      of the Nigerian environment". 

      Nigerian environmental laws, Ezeala insisted, should be reviewed to reflect the present sense of urgency and

      economic realities. "Our individual and corporate actions should be funneled into the matrix of a dream Nigeria   in which humans prosper while living in harmony with nature", he said. 

      LOAD-DATE: June 11, 2003 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC 

Battle joined over world's whales

By Alex Kirby 

                 Days before the International Whaling Commission's annual    meeting, a leading animal welfare group says regulating  whaling is part of conservation. 

                 The International Fund for Animal   Welfare (Ifaw) remains implacably  opposed to whaling. 

                 It says regulating the industry does  not necessarily mean any more   whales will be killed. 

                 But it says conservation does mean   regulating how or whether whale  populations are exploited, one way  or another. 

                 Other conservationists sometimes   say privately that limited commercial whaling may be necessary to

prevent an explosion of illegal catches beyond the commission's control.

                 In July 2001, WWF, the global conservation campaign, which also  opposes whaling, told BBC News Online a limited hunt might be the only  way to prevent a free-for-all. 

                 'Scientific' argument 

                 The commission's 2003 meeting in the German capital, Berlin, runs from  16 to 20 June. It is not expected to agree to end the moratorium on  commercial whaling in force since 1986. 

                 Two members, Japan and Norway, each continue to catch 6-700 whales  a year despite the ban. 

                 Japan does so under an IWC rule  which allows unlimited catches of  any species for research. 

                 Norway can continue whaling    because it objected to the   moratorium when it was agreed. 

                 IWC meetings are usually little more   than ritual confrontations between   supporters and opponents of

whaling. 

                 Japan and Norway say there are    enough whales of several species to support an annual catch. They say    the commission, established to conserve whaling, should bow to science  and lift the moratorium. 

                 But there is still a narrow majority of members insisting the whales'  recovery from centuries of mass slaughter is too precarious to allow a  commercial catch, apart from their other objections. 

                 Comprehensive approach 

                 Most see the IWC as a forum for protecting the whales, not the industry  that drove them to the brink. 

                 Vassili Papastavrou, an Ifaw whale    biologist, told BBC News Online:

                 "Conservation includes limiting and  regulating whaling, though not  necessarily so the industry can

                 continue. 

                 "It includes regulating the  exploitation of populations, which   may mean simply no whaling." 

                 He says conservation also includes  the setting-up of whale sanctuaries  in which no exploitation is permitted.

                 Mr Papastavrou said the commission had begun as a club for whalers,   but was developing into a much more broadly-based conservation body.

                 There will be an attempt at the meeting to set the IWC on a new course  with the launch of the Berlin Initiative, a way to break the sterile  deadlock of the last few years. 

                 Backed by 19 IWC member states and more than 40 non-governmental  organisations, the initiative would give the commission a role in  protecting all cetaceans (whales, dolphins and porpoises) against a                range of threats. 

                 DNA concern 

                 These include pollution, climate change, undersea noise, entanglement  in fishing nets, and collisions with shipping. 

                 Mr Papastavrou said the initiative, if agreed, could "change the mindset"  of the IWC. It could also change the perception of the commission as

                 "something stuck in a logjam, not doing anything, because it is doing a   lot on a range of issues". 

                 He said Ifaw was concerned to have found meat from protected whale  species on sale in Japanese markets. Between autumn 2002 and spring  2003, Ifaw collected 88 meat samples, and subjected them to DNA

analysis. 

                 This showed six were from humpback whales, protected since 1966.   One sample was from a fin whale, last caught by Iceland in 1989 and   not exported to Japan after 1991. 

                 In 1999, Ifaw found meat from a western Pacific grey whale on sale in  Japan: no more than 100 or so are thought to survive. 

                 Iceland will prompt debate at the meeting with its plans for an annual   catch of 50 sei whales, 100 fins and 100 minkes. 

 __________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters 

INTERVIEW - Russia must end  uncertainty over Kyoto - UN
GERMANY: June 12, 2003

                BONN, Germany - Russia should end the uncertainty  over whether it will ratify the Kyoto Protocol and

finally say when it plans to accept the international  agreement to limit greenhouse gas emissions, a U.N.

official said. 

                Most industrial nations, with the notable exception of the   United States, the world's biggest polluter, have ratified the  1997 protocol which seeks to reduce richer nations'   emissions of gases blamed for global warming.

                But the targets to bring such emissions below 1990 levels  by 2012 will only take effect if Russia signs up.

                Joke Waller-Hunter, executive secretary of the United   Nations' Climate Change Convention, told Reuters she  remained confident Russia would ratify, saying a climate   conference in Moscow in September could be pivotal.

                "It provides an excellent opportunity for the Russian  federation to give the clear indication that the international   community needs, not on the if but on the when," she said   on the sidelines of a climate conference in Germany.

                A breakthrough by September 13 would mean the Kyoto  Protocol would take effect by the forthcoming Milan summit  in December.

                It comes into force when countries accounting for 55   percent of emissions have signed up. Russian ratification   would push the figure to about 60 percent of carbon dioxide  (CO2) and other greenhouse gases.

                The Milan summit, the ninth such event, will focus on the   issue of carbon sinks, Waller-Hunter said. Trees absorb  CO2 and developed countries may earn credits for planting  forests which they could offset against their emission  cutting targets.

                It will also seek to enhance observation of the effects of  climate change, particularly in the developing world, and      aim to push climate change policies higher up governments'   agendas.

                A U.N. report released last week showed that emissions in  the industrialised countries were set to increase by 10  percent from 2000 to 2010 after a three percent fall in the  1990s.

                "The picture is not so rosy," Waller-Hunter said, adding that  the transport and energy sectors had made little or no  inroads into their gas emissions.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

UN Wire

CLIMATE CHANGE: U.N.    Official Prods Russia On   Signing Kyoto Protocol 

    U.N. Framework Convention on Climate Change Executive Secretary Joke Waller-Hunter said

    yesterday during a climate conference in Bonn that Russia should end speculation about when it

    will ratify the Kyoto Protocol on limiting greenhouse gas emissions and declare when it will do so.  

    Russia is seen as key to the protocol coming into force, which will occur when countries    accounting for at least 55 percent of the world's harmful emissions have ratified it.  Russia's  ratification would bring the percentage to 60.  

    A climate conference scheduled for Moscow in September would be a good chance for Russia to  declare itself, Waller-Hunter said.  "It provides an excellent opportunity for the Russian federation to  give the clear indication that the international community needs, not on if, but when," she said. 

    If Russia ratifies the protocol in September, it could take effect by the time a climate change summit  is held in Milan in December.

    According to Reuters, the goal is to bring greenhouse gas emissions below the 1990 levels by  2012.  A recent U.N. report said that emissions in industrialized countries are expected to increase 10 percent from 2000 to 2010.

    "The picture is not so rosy," Waller-Hunter said, adding that the energy and transport sectors are  yet to decrease their greenhouse gas emissions (Reuters, June 10).

__________________________________________________________________________________________

ROAP Media Update – 12 June 2003
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UN or UNEP in the news

Room for growth: Leela & Taj in expansive mood
Economic Times, India (GIRISH RAO),  THURSDAY, JUNE 12, 2003 - BANGALORE: Hospitality business appears to be on a roll in Bangalore. Anticipating a rise in demand, at least two leading brands are expanding their room inventory and business offering.
…The company is preparing to pitch with United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) to host its annual environment event in Bangalore at the Leela next year. Capt Nair, who is a recipient of UNEP’s Global Award for his eco-friendly initiatives, said he had already received some feelers from people attached to this programme. He is now planning to take it up jointly with the Karnataka government. Although World Environment Day is hosted all over the world, UNEP selects one city to hold special functions. 
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/cms.dll/html/uncomp/articleshow?msid=18128 

Sarawakians assured of reasonable fees for waste water treatment... 
Utusan Malaysia Online, Malaysia  In KUCHING, the Sarawak government will ensure that any fees charged for establishing, operating and maintaining waste water treatment facilities in the state are reasonable. 
Sarawak Assistant Environment and Public Health Minister Dr Soon Choon Teck said Wednesday that many options were available for reducing the cost of establishing the wastewater management system without jeopardising the environment. 
"The government will definitely make sure that our citizens get the best possible services and environnmental quality for the least possible fees and charges," he said when closing a seminar on Sustainable Urban Waste Water Management, here. 
The seminar was organised by the Sarawak Development Institute (SDI) in collaboration with the Danish International Development Agency (Danida), the Chief Minister's Department, Sarawak Natural Resources and Environment Board (NREB) and Sarawak Drainage and Irrigation Department. 
About 120 delegates from Norway, Germany, Denmark, Poland, Singapore and Malaysia are attending the two-day seminar in tandem with the United Nations Environment Programme themed "Water - Two Billion People Are Dying For It" for this year's World Environment Day. 
http://www.utusan.com.my/utusan/content.asp?y=2003&dt=0612&pub=Utusan_Express&sec=Home_News&pg=hn_10.htm 

_________________________________________________________________________________________
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W E D N E S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
Annan condemns Palestinian attack in Jerusalem as ‘utterly reprehensible’

*
UN agency protests Israeli border actions that force cancellation of meeting

*
Annan discusses world’s hot spots with US Secretary of State Powell

*
‘Gravely concerned’ by events in Liberia, Security Council demands end to fighting

*
Violence ebbs in Liberia, thousands huddle for safety inside stadium – UN

*
Security Council delegation meets with Congolese President Kabila

*
Top UN rights expert on DR of Congo welcomes arrival of French troops in Bunia 

*
UN envoy holds fourth day of meetings with Iraqi political leaders

*
Iraq failed to return most seized Kuwaiti property – Annan

*
Mandate of UN peacekeeping force in Cyprus renewed until mid-December

*
Four UN hostages in Georgia released

*
Wrapping up mission to Eritrea, UN official re-launches $157 million aid appeal

*
Funds shortfall threatens 500,000 in Myanmar and Nepal – UN food agency

*
Former chief of state security in Serbia transferred to UN tribunal 

*
UNICEF chief urges African leaders to use child well-being as gauge of progress

*
WHO deeply concerned by resurgence of SARS cases in Toronto

*
Timor-Leste faces food shortages – UN report

*
Colombian named top UN official for economic and social affairs

*
United States national appointed to senior UN peacekeeping post

*
UN official in charge of Afghan reconstruction named chief of UN project office

* * * * 

Middle East

11 June – Calling such attacks “utterly reprehensible,” United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today condemned “in the strongest possible terms” the suicide bombing by the Palestinian militant group Hamas in Jerusalem, saying such actions “only serve to spur further hatred and mistrust.”

A statement issued by a UN spokesman said Mr. Annan also believed the Israeli attacks in Gaza today, following the suicide bombing which killed at least 16 Israelis and injured dozens more, only contributed to a renewed cycle of violence.

“The Secretary-General calls on the leaders of the Israeli and Palestinian peoples not to be deterred from the path to peace through the Quartet’s Road Map by this (Hamas) attack,” the statement, Mr. Annan’s third in as many days on the Middle East crisis, said in reference to the latest peace initiative. “He urges Palestinian Prime Minister Abbas to work assiduously to fulfil his pledge to end the armed intifada. The Secretary-General calls on both sides to act with restraint in the face of this terrorism.”

On Monday he deplored violence by Palestinian groups over the weekend and yesterday he voiced “serious concern” over Israel’s attempted extra-judicial killing of a Hamas political leader in Gaza.

“The Secretary-General remains firm in his belief that security for both Israelis and Palestinians can best be achieved through the resolution of this conflict through the two-state solution called for in the Road Map,” today’s statement concluded.

The Road Map is the plan drawn up by the diplomatic quartet – UN, United States, European Union and Russian Federation – calling for Israelis and Palestinians to take a series of parallel and reciprocal steps over the next three years towards the vision of establishing two states living side by side in peace and security.

* * *

UNRWA


11 June – The main United Nations relief agency for Palestine refugees today protested Israel’s border restrictions that prevented its entire headquarters management, including a UN Under-Secretary-General, from attending its quarterly meeting, the first time in its 53-year history that the high-level session has had to be cancelled.


The UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA) said security procedures enforced at the Erez checkpoint out of Gaza today stopped Peter Hansen, UNRWA Commissioner-General and a UN Under-Secretary-General, from taking his senior management team to a meeting of the Agency’s directors in Amman, Jordan.


“These continuing restrictions are a clear violation of the international agreements to which Israel is a signatory,” Mr. Hansen said of the protest to the Israeli Government. “Furthermore, they fly in the face of the assurances made by the Government of Israel to ease the humanitarian plight of the Palestinians as a step in the roadmap to peace. Today’s events are unacceptable because they hamper the operations of the largest humanitarian organization working in the occupied Palestinian territory.”


The incident is the culmination of weeks of ever-tightening restrictions on the movement of UNRWA’s international personnel. Hundreds of man-hours have been lost at the Erez crossing in the last month, seriously impairing the Agency’s operations. At times, most of the Agency’s staff have been trapped either inside Gaza or inside Israel as a result of the closures – in violation of their freedom of movement under international law. All of this has taken place despite the fact that not one of UNRWA’s international staff has ever been found to be a security threat to Israel, the agency said.


Meanwhile, with more and more Palestinians dependent on international food aid, the head of the UN World Food Programme (WFP) began a three-day on-site visit today to review first hand his agency’s efforts to help those impoverished by deteriorating security and economic conditions over the past two years.


“We are hopeful that the new efforts to bring about a peaceful solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict will improve the humanitarian conditions in the territories soon,” WFP Executive Director James T. Morris said.

Palestinian unemployment now stands at 67 per cent and for the past 12 months, WFP was able to bring in nearly 45,000 tons of food to ensure the basic needs of nearly half a million people in the Gaza Strip and the West Bank. The agency plans to extend its emergency operation after the current $18-million programme ends on 30 June.

For his part, the head of the UN labour agency said in a new report today that border closures remained a “dominant feature of daily life,” and the economic and social crisis in the occupied territories had deepened markedly over the last year, with rising unemployment and plummeting incomes leading to an “untenable” situation.

“The severe restrictions on movements of persons and goods within the occupied territories and between these and Israel have resulted in a dramatic decline in consumption, income and employment levels, and unprecedented contraction of economic activity, including output, trade and investment,” the Director-General of the International Labour Office (ILO), Juan Somavia, says in the report.

But the report also states that the economic and social situation “may have stabilized in the first half of 2003, albeit at a significantly lower level” than before the latest outbreak of sustained violence in September 2000.   

 * * * 

Secretary-General

11 June – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan discussed a wide range of international issues with United States Secretary of State Colin Powell today, touching on the Middle East, Iraq, UN operations in Congo and Liberia, Myanmar and Zimbabwe.

“We had a very fruitful discussion, we covered lots of ground,” Mr. Annan told reporters after a working lunch at the State Department in Washington, D.C.

On the Middle East, on which he had already issued a statement condemning the latest Palestinian suicide bombing in Jerusalem and describing Israeli attacks in Gaza as only contributing to a renewed cycle of violence, Mr. Annan said: “I think it is important that the leaders stay the course.

“The only path to peace is the Road Map, the promise of Aqaba,” he added in a reference to the Jordanian port where US President George W. Bush held a summit with Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon and Palestinian Prime Minister Mahmoud Abbas last week to launch the Road Map plan for an Israeli and a Palestinian state living side by side in peace by 2005.

“We all were very hopeful after the meetings of Aqaba and the statements the leaders made with the strong support of the President, we thought finally we were going to move forward, and I hope the leaders will not be deterred by these violent acts,” Mr. Annan added.

Asked about a reported smear campaign against Hans Blix, head of the UN inspection team that had looked for weapons of mass destruction in Iraq, Mr. Annan said: “Blix is a very professional person, a very honest person. He did a very good job and he had universal respect for his professionalism and his efforts.”

The Secretary-General said he could not really get into the smear campaign “except to say that I have seen some articles in the press that I consider unfair, given the work that he has done.”

Mr. Powell said he had high regard for Mr. Blix and Mr. Bush also had confidence in him.

Before lunching with Mr. Powell, Mr. Annan met with US National Security Adviser Condoleezza Rice.

* * *

Liberia

11 June – Gravely concerned at the rapidly deteriorating security and humanitarian situation in Liberia, members of the United Nations Security Council today urged all combatants in the strongest terms to end hostilities immediately and agree to a ceasefire.

In a statement to the press following a briefing on the situation in Liberia, Council President Sergey Lavrov of the Russian Federation stressed the urgent need for the combatants to spare the lives and property of civilians, to maintain defensive positions well clear of the capital Monrovia – where tens of thousands of refugees have fled to escape fighting elsewhere in the country – as well as the port city of Buchanan.

Council members also stressed the urgent need for the combatants to refrain from committing further violations of human rights and international humanitarian law, and in that regard demanded that the parties act to ensure the security and unrestricted access of humanitarian workers so they can provide assistance to all areas throughout the country.  

Informing reporters that the briefing had covered Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s latest report on Liberia, as well as the peace talks now underway in Akosambo, Ghana between the Liberian Government and opposition forces, Ambassador Lavrov said Council members urged all Liberians to work together to create a transitional government.

“Council members welcomed Liberian President Charles Taylor’s June 4 announcement that he was prepared to step down no later than the end of his current term,” Ambassador Lavrov said.

“[They] also expressed their support of the work of the Sierra Leone Special Court, took note of its recent public statements regarding indictments and expressed the need to ensure both peace and justice are achieved in Sierra Leone,” he added.

* * *

Liberia

11 June – After nearly a week of sporadic firefights and rocket explosions in the surrounding suburbs, Liberia’s capital city of Monrovia is relatively calm today, although the United Nations reported a grim humanitarian situation with thousands of terrified people holed up in a local sports stadium for safety.

According to the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), the number of internally displaced persons (IDPs) staying at the national stadium in Monrovia is now estimated to be as high as 30,000.

Although local agencies are working to provide high-protein biscuits, shelter materials and water and sanitation facilities, a new danger may be emerging as cases of measles and diarrhoea are now being reported among the desperate population at the sports complex as well as in the other spontaneous IDP camps that dot the city. OCHA said that health agencies are concerned that the situation could result in epidemics if the war continues and these areas become inaccessible.

Since last week, tens of thousands of people have been pouring into central Monrovia to flee the fighting on the outskirts of the city between government troops and the country’s main rebel group, the Liberians United for Reconciliation and Democracy (LURD). Among them were about 115,000 people living in the IDP camps that ringed the city.

Although fighting appeared to have died down Wednesday morning after sporadic shooting in the western and eastern suburbs, it remains extremely difficult for humanitarian workers to operate in Monrovia, as personnel have been threatened and vehicles have been looted, OCHA reported. Yesterday, the UN refugee agency evacuated its remaining international staff from the Liberian capital.
As widespread insecurity has stymied humanitarian efforts to deliver relief goods and supplies, fear and panic among the frightened population has driven up the cost of basic commodities. OCHA reported that prices of rice and petrol continue to skyrocket in one of the world’s poorest countries. Hundreds of people queued in front of Western Union Offices today to collect money sent to them by relatives and friends abroad.

* * *

Security Council

11 June – A United Nations Security Council delegation met today with President Joseph Kabila of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) in Kinshasa in a bid to jump-start a solid political process for peace in Africa’s troubled Great Lakes region.

The Council’s mission to Central Africa, led by Ambassador Jean-Marc de La Sablière of France, arrived in the Congolese capital Tuesday and met today with President Kabila and other members of his government, according to a UN spokesman in New York.

The discussions covered the expected establishment of the transitional government and the remaining obstacles for reconciliation in the DRC, as well as the volatile situation in the eastern part of the country – chiefly in the Kivus and the war-torn Ituri district.

The spokesman said that grave human rights violations as a direct consequence of the ongoing fighting and impunity were also discussed, as Council members stressed their constant attention to – and support for – the DRC political process, and the relations with neighbouring countries.

The Council delegation then met with the Comité de Suivi, comprised of representatives signatories of last December’s Pretoria Agreement.

Earlier Wednesday, Council members heard a briefing on the deteriorating humanitarian situation in eastern DRC due to the ongoing fighting in Kivus and Ituri, according to the spokesman. The delegation reiterated its demand for the immediate cessation of fighting in the Kivus, for the withdrawal to positions previously agreed, and for a meeting between the parties involved.

Tomorrow morning, the mission is scheduled to leave for Bunia, where it will meet with the UN Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC), the newly authorized multinational emergency force, members of the Ituri Pacification Commission and representatives of all the Iturian communities.

Meanwhile, MONUC announced plans to convene a meeting today of delegates from rival armed groups in Bunia – in part to explain the purpose and mandate of the multinational emergency force that has been deployed to the town to help end weeks of bitter ethnic fighting.

The Mission reported that the current strength of the multinational force is about 250 personnel, and deployment is continuing to increase through the week.

MONUC described the situation in Bunia as “quiet but volatile,” adding that, while no fighting has been reported between Hema and Lendu militias, further clashes could not be ruled out.

* * *

DR of Congo

11 June – While welcoming the arrival in Bunia of advance elements of a United Nations-backed emergency force, the world body’s leading expert on human rights in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) today said she was still concerned about the dramatic humanitarian situation unfolding throughout the country’s war-ravaged northeast. 

The UN’s Geneva-based Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the DRC, Iulia Motoc, welcomed the arrival of the first members of the multinational peace force that will be deployed in Bunia over the coming days in a bid to restore order after weeks of conflict among rival militias has claimed more than 400 lives.

At the same time, she remained concerned about the fate of the civilian population – especially women and children – and the dramatic humanitarian situation which the civilians found themselves in throughout the whole district of Ituri as well as in volatile neighbouring areas in the north and south of Kivu. 

In a statement today, Ms. Motoc said that a lot of information concerning massive violations of human rights, crimes against humanity, war crimes, and even acts of genocide had been brought to her attention. And while she hoped to visit Ituri herself to follow-up on those reports, she vowed in the meantime that investigations would be undertaken to “determine the authors of these serious crimes and to bring them to justice.” 

The Special Rapporteur reiterated her call to the warring Hema and Lendu groups and their allies to end the conflict and to stop instigating ethnic hatred. She urged them to cooperate with the UN and the multinational force. “The only viable solution for this problem could not be reached by crimes or fighting, but by a political dialogue and respect for human rights,” she said.

* * *

Iraq

11 June – United Nations envoy Sergio Vieira de Mello held his fourth day of consultations with Iraqi political leaders on Wednesday and again stressed that he would do everything in his power to assist the Iraqi people “at this critical juncture in their history.”

Mr. Vieira de Mello, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative, and Ibrahim Jaafari, leader of the Da’wa party, discussed issues related to the current transition and explored how to advance the political process.

Mr. Jaafari told Mr. Vieira de Mello that the Iraqis needed the UN to assist them in achieving their legitimate rights and they agreed to continue their consultations.

Yesterday, the UN envoy met with Abdel-Aziz al-Hakim, senior member of the Supreme Council for the Islamic Revolution in Iraq (SCIRI). On Monday he saw Hamid Al-Bayati, a member of SCIRI’s Central Committee, and on Sunday Adnan Pachachi, a former Foreign Minister.
In other meetings today, Mr. Vieira de Mello met with resident diplomats of France and Italy and received a delegation from Amnesty International.

On the humanitarian front, a new shipment of emergency reproductive health supplies provided by the UN Population Fund (UNFPA) has arrived in Baghdad to help meet the urgent needs of Iraqi women, including obstetric care material, clean delivery equipment, contraceptives, syringes and essential drugs.

This was UNFPA’s second such shipment of supplies since the end of the armed conflict in April, after a first delivery almost a month ago to the northern city of Mosul.

The agency is currently conducting an emergency assessment of 18 hospitals and 30 primary health care centres providing reproductive health and family planning services around Baghdad.

* * *

Iraq/Kuwait


11 June – Ousted Iraqi President Saddam Hussein’s government failed to return most of the Kuwaiti property seized during its 1990–91 occupation of its neighbour despite some “limited cooperation” prior to the recent hostilities, according to the latest United Nations report on the issue.


“While some property and some documents were handed over, it must be stressed that the Kuwaiti archives, along with Kuwaiti military equipment seized by Iraq, remain largely unreturned,” Secretary-General Kofi Annan says in the latest of the half-yearly reports requested in 1999 by the Security Council.


He notes that Council resolution 1483, adopted last month and recognizing the United States and its coalition partners as the occupying governing authority, asked the UN’s High-level Coordinator on the issue, Yuli M. Vorontsov, to proceed with his duties in fulfilment of his mandate.

“It is hoped that there will be continued commitment to the search and return of Kuwaiti property and archives and that real progress may soon be achieved,” Mr. Annan adds.  

* * *
Cyprus

11 June – Acting on the recommendation of Secretary-General Kofi Annan, the Security Council today extended the mandate of the United Nations Peacekeeping Force in Cyprus (UNFICYP) until 15 December.

In a unanimously adopted resolution, the Council also endorsed a recommendation by the Secretary-General to increase the mission’s civilian police component by no more than 34 officers in order to meet the increased workload resulting from the partial easing of restrictions on island-wide freedom of movement, which has been met by goodwill from Greek and Turkish Cypriots.

The Council noted the limited steps taken by the Turkish Cypriot side to ease some of the restrictions imposed on 30 June 2000 on UNFICYP’s operations, but urged the Turkish Cypriot side and Turkish forces to rescind all remaining restrictions.

The Council also expressed concern at the recent, further violations by the Turkish Cypriot side and Turkish forces at Strovilia, a small hamlet inhabited by Greek Cypriots, and urges them to restore the military status quo which existed there prior to 30 June 2000.

Among its various duties, UNFICYP monitors the ceasefire lines in Cyprus, which extend some 180 kilometres across the island. The buffer zone varies in width from under 20 metres to some 7 kilometres and covers 3 per cent of the terrain. Surveillance is maintained through a system of observation posts, as well as through air, vehicle and foot patrols.

* * *

Georgia

11 June – Four members of the United Nations Observer Mission in Georgia (UNOMIG) taken hostage last week have been released unharmed, the mission said today.

The incident occurred when a joint UN Mission and the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) peacekeeping force were patrolling in the upper Kodori Valley, scene of previous clashes in the Georgia-Abkhazia conflict.

The CIS soldiers were released shortly but not the UN personnel – two military observers, a paramedic and a local interpreter.

UNOMIG confirmed that its four personnel were released in an unspecified location at approximately 10 p.m. local time yesterday.

The Mission’s Chief Military Observer had a telephone conversation with the released staff this morning and all reported that they were well. The team later arrived at Tbilisi.

Hédi Annabi, Assistant Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations, reported on the release of the four UNOMIG personnel during a session of the Security Council.

* * *

Eritrea

11 June – A top United Nations relief official today wrapped up her visit to Eritrea where she re-launched an aid appeal, which has so far received only 43 per cent of the $157 million needed to fully implement humanitarian programmes in the east African country. 

“Up to 70 per cent [of the population] are suffering either due to the fall-out from war or drought, this can only constitute a major disaster,” UN Deputy Emergency Relief Coordinator, Carolyn McAskie, said in describing the situation in Eritrea at the launch of the UN’s Consolidated Inter-Agency Appeal.
Ms. McAskie later left Eritrea for Ethiopia, where she is expected to review the overall humanitarian situation and to raise awareness among the international community and further support for emergency relief operations there, the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said. 

OCHA stated that though the donor community responded generously after the food aid appeal this year, more help would be necessary to avoid shortfalls during the lean season preceding the November-December harvest, when stocks at household levels are running low.

The UN is asking for donors to support efforts to feed some 12.6 million of Ethiopia’s roughly 68 million people.

Ms. McAskie is expected to meet with senior government officials to discuss issues of humanitarian concern within Ethiopia, particularly in areas suffering from the after effects of last years drought.

* * *

Myanmar/Nepal


11 June – Facing a shortfall in donations, the United Nation’s World Food Programme (WFP) warned today that its operations to feed 100,000 refugees in Nepal and nearly 400,000 people in Myanmar would be severely hampered unless contributions from international donor countries are secured by the end of the month.

To date, WFP has received only 9 per cent of the resources needed to feed 100,000 Bhutanese refugees who are confined to seven camps in Nepal without access to official employment or land for domestic farming and entirely dependent on the agency’s food rations to meet their minimum nutritional needs.

Without an additional $7.8 million, a disruption in the distribution of the rice will occur in August, followed shortly thereafter by shortages of other food.

“After 12 years of uninterrupted supply of full rations – and given the high level of dependency on food aid in the camps – a break in food distribution in August could very well lead to social unrest and threaten any progress the Nepalese and Bhutanese governments might make in solving the refugee crisis,” WFP country director Erika Joergensen said. “It is critical that further pledges are made immediately.”

In northern Myanmar, with only half of needed funding accounted for, WFP’s operation assisting nearly 400,000 vulnerable individuals, many of whom have recently been repatriated from refugee camps in Bangladesh, is also at risk of disruption.

“There simply are not enough funds or supplies to meet all of our needs and as a result, several principal projects, including WFP’s school feeding programme, have already been affected,” WFP’s senior emergency co-ordinator in Myanmar, Bradley Guerrant, said.

* * *

ICTY

11 June – A former chief of the State Security Services in the Republic of Serbia was transferred today to the United Nations International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) detention unit where he awaits trial for crimes against humanity and other war crimes.

Jovica Stanisic, charged on the basis of individual criminal responsibility, faces four counts of crimes against humanity and one count of violations of the laws or customs of war, and he will make his initial appearance at the Tribunal on Friday.

The indictment against Mr. Stanisic, charged along with Franko Simatovic, was confirmed on 1 May. According to the indictment, Mr. Stanisic was de facto Chief of the State Security Services (the “DB”) in the Republic of Serbia throughout 1991 until his formal appointment from 31 December 1991 to 27 October 1998.

It is alleged that from no later than May 1991, secret, unauthorized units were established by or with the assistance of the Serbian DB for the purpose of undertaking special military operations in the Republic of Croatia and Bosnia and Herzegovina.

In the indictment, Mr. Stanisic and Mr. Simatovic are accused of participating in a joint criminal enterprise, the objective of which was the forcible and permanent removal of the majority of non-Serbs, principally Croats, Bosnian Muslims and Bosnian Croats, from large areas of Croatia and Bosnia and Herzegovina. This joint criminal enterprise was in existence no later than 1 August 1991 and continued until at least 31 December 1995.

According to the indictment, Mr. Stanisic, acting individually and/or in concert with other members of the joint criminal enterprise, participated in the joint criminal enterprise by forming, financing, supplying and supporting special units of the Republic of Serbia DB.

They allegedly ordered, committed or otherwise aided and abetted the planning, preparation or execution of persecutions of Croats, Bosnian Muslims and Bosnian Croats and other non-Serbs.

* * *

Africa

11 June – The head of the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) today called on African leaders to embrace child-centred standards as the primary indicator of progress across their continent.

“We all agree that in order to sustain human progress, a government must invest in its children,” Executive Director Carol Bellamy told leaders attending the Africa Economic Summit in Durban, South Africa. “Doing so is both a moral and an economic imperative. Thus, the well-being of your children should become the most important standard for measuring your individual achievement as leaders.” 

The summit, attended by over 600 high-level political, business and civil society participants from more than 40 countries, is a platform for effective dialogue and networking to marshal private sector inputs in implementing the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD) initiative.

The Summit aims to build on last year’s emphatic endorsement by the business community of NEPAD, the World Economic Forum said. It will also develop the innovative partnerships and joint action plans needed to engage business in its effective implementation.

Arguing that no single measure of development predicts the future as reliably as the well-being of a nation’s youngest citizens, Ms. Bellamy urged African nations to focus their limited resources on investments in health, education, equality and protection for children. She told them not to be shy about comparing their progress against other nations of similar economic strength.

Africa accounts for only 12 per cent of the world’s population yet is the home of 43 per cent of the world’s child deaths, 50 per cent of maternal deaths, 70 per cent of people living with HIV/AIDS, and a staggering 90 percent of the children orphaned by AIDS.

“No continent with such unfavourable indicators of child well-being can achieve real development or stability,” Ms. Bellamy stressed. “Only by improving the immediate prospects of children can we break out of poverty toward true progress for Africa.”

Ms. Bellamy’s proposal was presented to Summit attendees in the form of a 50-page white paper entitled, “The Young Face of NEPAD.” Founded last year by African leaders, NEPAD seeks to assert local accountability for the continent’s destiny. 

Members include the African Union as well as the Africa Economic Summit, which is part of the World Economic Forum. 

* * *

SARS

11 June – The United Nations World Health Organization (WHO) said today it was deeply concerned by the resurgence of Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) in Toronto, Canada, which had been removed last month from the list of areas with recent local transmission.

Health authorities in Toronto are again on “high alert” following a new possible cluster of SARS patients in a hospital east of Toronto, WHO said. Although no clear epidemiological link has been established that could explain this new cluster, officials have adopted a cautious approach, treating all hospital-associated clusters of patients with fever or respiratory symptoms as possible SARS cases until proven otherwise.

“Possible cases are immediately isolated. All contacts are being traced and, when warranted, placed in home quarantine. Infection control measures are being followed in all affected facilities,” WHO said in welcoming the precautionary measures.

The agency noted that many questions needed answering before firm conclusions could be reached. “One of the most dangerous stages in the evolution of any outbreak, and most especially one caused by a new and poorly understood disease, occurs when cases begin to decline and previous levels of high alert and precautionary measures likewise begin to level off,” the agency added.

As of today, there have been a total of 8,435 probable cases, with 789 deaths reported in 28 countries.

* * *

Timor-Leste


11 June – With an expected 25 per cent shortfall in international rice purchases, 150,000 people in Timor-Leste could face food shortages this year after a two-year drought and a lack of seeds, according to a special report by the United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) and the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO).

The report warns that the world’s newest country will need 14,000 tons of food to cover shortages through the so-called lean period from October 2003 to March 2004. Although it expects to purchase 48,000 tons of rice on the international market, the country needs to import 62,000 tons.

WFP and FAO sent a joint mission to Timor-Leste for three weeks in April at the request of the Government, which was concerned at the after-effects of the El-Niño-related drought phenomenon. The team reported that one of the “coping mechanisms” for Timorese was to eat rodents, cats, dogs, horses and seeds. Locals have also resorted to logging rainforests illegally to sell firewood and to pulling their children out of school.

* * *

Economic and Social

11 June – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today appointed Jose Antonio Ocampo of Colombia as Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Social Affairs.

Mr. Ocampo – who replaces Nitin Desai as chief of the UN Department for Economic and Social Affairs – will start his duties at the beginning of September. He has been serving as Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) since 1998.

Earlier in his career, Mr. Ocampo held a number of posts in the Colombian Government, including Minister of Finance and Public Credit, and Minister of Agriculture. He obtained his doctorate in Economics from Yale University.

* * *

Peacekeeping

11 June – Secretary-General Kofi Annan today appointed a national of the United States who has served in several senior posts in major foundations engaged in international affairs to a senior position in the United Nations Department of Peacekeeping Operations.

Jane Holl Lute was Executive Vice President and Chief Operating Officer of the UN Foundation and the Better World Fund – established by businessman and philanthropist Ted Turner to administer his $1 billion contribution to support the goals of the United Nations – before being named to replace Michael Sheehan as Assistant Secretary-General for Mission Support, effective 1 August.

She previously served as Executive Director of the Association of the United States Army’s project on the role of the American Military Power and also headed the Carnegie Commission on Preventing Deadly Conflict.

* * *

UNOPS

11 June – Secretary-General Kofi Annan today appointed the deputy envoy in charge of reconstruction in Afghanistan as the next head of the United Nations Office for Project Services (UNOPS), the branch of the world body that manages project resources to help developing nations and countries in transition.

Nigel Fisher, a national of Canada, was appointed at the Assistant Secretary-General level and replaces Reinhard Helmke as UNOPS Executive Director. Since February 2002, Mr. Fisher has been serving as Mr. Annan’s Deputy Special Representative for Relief, Recovery and Reconstruction in Afghanistan.

Earlier in his career, he was the Regional Director for the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) in South Asia between 1999-2002. Mr. Fisher worked with UNICEF for over 20 years in Africa, Asia and the Middle East, as well as at the agency’s headquarters in New York.

* *** *

__________________________________________________________________________________________











11 June 2003

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Hua Jiang, Deputy Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good Afternoon, 

**Secretary-General in Washington
The Secretary-General travelled to Washington this morning, where he will meet shortly with US Secretary of State Colin Powell for a working lunch, at which they are expected to discuss the Middle East and Iraq, among other matters.

The Secretary-General is wrapping up a meeting with National Security Adviser Condoleezza Rice; we’re trying to get a read-out of that meeting right now.

He is scheduled to return to New York this afternoon.

**Vieira de Mello
Today in Baghdad, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative, Sergio Vieira de Mello, met with Ibrahim Jaafari -– a prominent Iraqi political leader who leads the Da’wa Party.

Jaafari told Vieira de Mello that the Iraqis needed the UN to assist them in achieving their legitimate rights.  The two discussed issues related to the current transition and explored how to advance the political process. 

Vieira de Mello told Jaafari that he came to Iraq with a deep sense of responsibility and duty, and would do everything in his power to assist the Iraqi people at this critical juncture in their history.  They agreed to continue their consultations.

In separate meetings, Vieira de Mello also met with resident diplomats of France and Italy.  He also received a delegation from Amnesty International.

**Vorontsov
Out on the racks is the Secretary-General’s latest report to the Security Council on the work of the High-Level Coordinator for the return of all Kuwaiti property, including archives, seized by Iraq. 

The report covers the activities of the High-Level Coordinator, Yuli Vorontsov, from December of last year up to now.  During that period, prior to the start of hostilities, the then Government of Iraq returned two batches of Kuwaiti property. 

However, the Secretary-General notes, that while some property and some documents were handed over, it must be stressed that the Kuwaiti archives, along with Kuwaiti military equipment seized by Iraq, remain largely unreturned.  

Detailed lists of the items returned in December 2002 and February 2003 are included in the report.

The Secretary-General hopes that there will be continued commitment to the search and return of Kuwaiti property and archives and that real progress may soon be achieved.

**Liberia
Monrovia is reported to be relatively calm today following days of sporadic gun and rocket explosions in the western and eastern suburbs, but the humanitarian situation remains grim.

According to the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), the number of internally displaced persons (IDPs) staying at the national stadium in Monrovia is now estimated to be as high as 30,000.  Cases of measles and diarrhoea are being reported among the population at the stadium and in other spontaneous IDP camps in the city. 

Health agencies are concerned that the situation could result in epidemics if the war continues and these areas become inaccessible.  It remains extremely difficult for humanitarians to operate in Monrovia, as personnel have been threatened and vehicles have been looted, OCHA reported.  Prices of basic commodities continue to skyrocket in one of the world’s poorest countries.  Hundreds of people queued in front of Western Union offices today to collect money sent to them by relatives and friends abroad.

**Security Council Mission
The Security Council mission to Central Africa led by France’s Ambassador to the United Nations, Jean-Marc de la Sablière, met today with President Joseph Kabila and other members of his Government in Kinshasa, Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC).

On their agenda was:  the expected establishment of the transitional government and the remaining obstacles; the situation in the eastern DRC -- the Kivus and Ituri; the grave human rights violations as a direct consequences of the ongoing fighting and impunity; the constant attention of the Security Council for the DRC and support for the DRC political process; and the relations with neighbouring countries.

The Council delegation then met with the Follow-Up Committee comprised of representatives of the signatories of last December’s Pretoria Agreement.

Earlier in the morning, Council members heard a briefing on the deteriorating humanitarian situation in eastern DRC due to the ongoing fighting in Kivus and Ituri.

Tomorrow morning, the mission is scheduled to leave for Bunia, Ituri, where it will meet with the UN mission, the multinational force and the members of the Ituri Pacification Commission and representatives of all the Iturian communities.

**Democratic Republic of the Congo
The UN Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo is convening today a meeting of the delegates of armed groups in Bunia, which is being held in part to explain the purpose and mandate of the multinational force that has been deployed to Bunia.  The Mission reports that the current strength of the multinational force is about 250 personnel, and deployment is continuing through the week.

The UN Mission describes the situation in Bunia as quiet, but volatile, and adds that, while no fighting has been reported between Hema and Lendu militias, further clashes cannot be ruled out.

We also have a press release from the Special Rapporteur dealing with the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Iulia Motoc, welcoming the arrival in Bunia of the first members of the multinational force.  She expressed her hope to visit Ituri herself to investigate allegations of human rights abuses there.

**UNRWA
Earlier today at the Erez checkpoint in Gaza, Israeli security forces prevented Peter Hansen, the Commissioner-General of the UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East –- UNRWA -- and his senior management team from leaving Gaza to attend a meeting in Jordan. 

UNRWA has filed a protest with the Israeli Government.  UNRWA says this incident is the culmination of weeks of ever-tightening restrictions on the movement of UNRWA’s international personnel.  Hundreds of manhours have been lost at the Erez crossing in the last month, seriously impairing the Agency’s operations. 

On a related note, James Morris, the Executive Director of the World Food Programme (WFP), is in Jerusalem today to begin a three-day visit to review first hand WFP's efforts to provide food aid to Palestinians impoverished by the deteriorating security and economic conditions over the past two years.

While over the past 12 months WFP was able to bring in nearly 45,000 tons of food for nearly half a million Palestinians in the Gaza Strip and the West Bank, Israeli security measures have made the Agency’s operations in the area extremely difficult.  For more information on these two issues, please pick up the press releases in the office.

**Security Council
The Security Council met in consultations this morning -– first on a draft resolution recommending an extension of the UN mission in Cyprus, which members later unanimously adopted in a formal meeting.  Liberia was the second item on the consultation agenda.

Youssef Mahmoud, Director of the Africa II Division of the Department of Political Affairs, in an update to the Secretary-General’s quarterly report on Liberia issued last week, briefed the Council members on the ongoing peace talks in Akosambo, Ghana, as well as the situation on the ground.

Afterwards, a press statement on Liberia was read by Council President Sergey Lavrov of Russia, in which Council members expressed their grave concern at the rapidly deteriorating security situation in Liberia and urged all combatants in the strongest terms to immediately cease hostilities and agree to a ceasefire.

Also in the Council today, Hedi Annabi, Assistant Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations, reported on the release of the four UNOMIG personnel who had been taken hostage.

In other Security Council activity, the so-called “661 Committee” on Iraq had a meeting scheduled in Conference Room 7 at 10:30 a.m.

**Georgia
We just mentioned briefly that the UN Mission in Georgia confirmed that four personnel, who were abducted in the Upper Kodori Valley on 5 June, were released in an unspecified location at approximately 2200 hours local time yesterday.  The Chief Military Observer of the Mission had a telephone conversation with the released staff this morning and all reported that they were well.  The team later arrived at Tblisi. 

**McAskie in Eritrea/Ethiopia
Deputy Emergency Relief Coordinator Carolyn McAskie wrapped up her visit to Eritrea today, where she relaunched the Consolidated Appeal for that country, seeking to make up the shortfall on $90 million in donations.

She left Eritrea for Ethiopia where she will review the overall humanitarian situation.  She is also seeking to raise awareness in the international donor community of the needs of the 12.6 million Ethiopians dependent on food aid.  Although international response to the Appeal for Ethiopia has been generous, more help will be needed to avoid shortfalls in the period leading up to the November/December harvest.

**Myanmar
The World Food Programme (WFP) warned today that its operations to provide food aid to 100,000 refugees in Nepal and nearly 400,000 people in Myanmar would be severely hampered unless contributions from international donor countries are secured by the end of June.

WFP says that, although donations have been received from the EC, Sweden, the US and Nepal itself, WFP has, to date, only received 9 per cent of the resources needed.  We have a press release with more information upstairs.

**ICTY
The International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia confirmed that Jovica Stanisic, the former head of Yugoslavia’s State Security Services, was transferred into the custody of the Tribunal’s detention unit today.  We have a press release from the Tribunal with more details.

**ICJ-Congo (Brazzaville)
The International Court of Justice will deliver a decision next week in a case in which the Republic of the Congo –- Congo-Brazzaville -– asked for an annulment of an investigation taken by French judicial authorities following up on a complaint against crimes against humanity and torture, filed by various associations against Congolese President Denis Sassou-Nguesso and other senior officials. 

**SARS
A team of top officials of the World Health Organization (WHO) travelled to China yesterday, where they will confer with health officials about the outbreak of Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) and exchange views on the plans for the future. 

The latest statistics on SARS indicate a total 8,430 probable cases, including 789 deaths, reported from 28 countries.  We have a press release with more details upstairs.

**Secretary-General Appointments
And I have three appointments to announce today.  

The Secretary-General has decided to appoint Jose Antonio Ocampo of Colombia as Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Social Affairs, replacing Nitin Desai; Ms. Jane Holl Lute of the United States will be the new Assistant Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations, replacing Michael Sheehan; and finally, Nigel Fisher of Canada will replace Reinhard Helmke as Executive Director of the UN Office for Project Services (or UNOPS).

We have bio notes on all the three upstairs.

**Budget 

Today, Bulgaria became the 86th Member State to pay its 2003 regular budget contribution in full with a payment of more than $175,000.  We would also like to acknowledge the contribution of more than $11 million by Sweden to the peacekeeping budget.

**Press Conference This Afternoon

And a press conference to announce.  At 12:45 p.m., the Permanent Mission of Canada will be sponsoring a press conference by the Coalition for the International Criminal Court, Amnesty International, Human Rights Watch and Parliamentarians for Global Action.  They’ll be talking about Security Council resolution 1422, which is on the International Criminal Court.

**Statement Attributable to Spokesman

And I have just got this statement attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General:

“The Secretary-General condemns in the strongest possible terms the suicide bombing by the Palestinian militant group Hamas in Jerusalem today, which killed at least 16 Israelis and injured dozens more.  He expresses his profound condolences to the families of the victims.  As he has made clear repeatedly, the Secretary-General believes that such attacks are utterly reprehensible and only serve to spur further hatred and mistrust.

“The Secretary-General calls on the leaders of the Israeli and Palestinian peoples not to be deterred from the path to peace through the Quartet’s Road Map by this attack.  He urges Palestinian Prime Minister Abbas to work assiduously to fulfil his pledge to end the armed intifada.  The Secretary-General calls on both sides to act with restraint in the face of this terrorism.  He believes that the Israeli attacks in Gaza today only contribute to a renewed cycle of violence.  The Secretary-General remains firm in his belief that security for both Israelis and Palestinians can best be achieved through the resolution of this conflict through the two State solution called for in the Road Map.”

So, that’s all I have for you.  Any questions?  Yes, please?

Questions and Answers

Question:  The mission to Cyprus was extended for how long?

Spokesman:  I think it’s recommended to be extended for one year, but I have to double check on that, as I haven’t seen that resolution yet.  (It was announced after the briefing that the mission’s mandate had been extended for six months until 15 December 2003).

Okay, thank you.

* *** *




UNEP and the Executive Director in the news





� HYPERLINK  \l "tales" ��ENN - Private sector takes action to improve  watershed management�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Room" ��Economic Times of India - Room for growth: Leela & Taj  in expansive mood�


� HYPERLINK  \l "two" ��The Daily Nation - Draft policy on renewable energy  out in two months�


� HYPERLINK  \l "treaty" ��Financial Express - Chemical Industry Urges Govt To Stay Off Pops Treaty�


� HYPERLINK  \l "cleaner" ��Xinhua - Young environmentalists to meet in Russia on cleaner world�


� HYPERLINK  \l "want" ��This Day - Nigeria;  NCF, FSB Want Better Forest Management�
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