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      Headline: Alba Highlights Strategy For Environmental Protection
      Manama, BahraiThe meetings provided ALBA with the opportunity to present the concerned parties with the

      strategies that will be implemented to mitigate the industrial and environmental effects during the

      construction of potline 5.Having received highly prestigious environmental awards over the years, ALBA has

      had an excellent environmental record while meeting the current legislation. The Line 5 Project has taken yet

      another step forward towards reinforcing ALBA's responsibility in protecting the environment and preventing

      any inconvenience to surrounding industries through the preparation of an Environmental Impact Assessment

      (EAI) report which highlights all the environmental aspects of the project and underlines the feasible and      cost-effective solutions to eliminating potential environmental and social impacts. According to Niall O'Byrne,   General Manager of the Line 5 Project, ALBA has always been an environmentally-aware organization, and

      the awards we have received in the past demonstrate our commitment. We reinforced this commitment on

      World Environment Day last year by stating that the Environment will be one of our five key performance

      areas through which we will judge the company's success. For this precise reason, we have taken

      exceptional measures to ensure that any damaging factors such as high noise levels, industrial emissions,

      traffic congestion and the excess release of dust during the construction period are well controlled. The

      presentation conducted during the meetings by the ALBA representatives, provided the attendees with a

      general overview of the Line 5 Project followed by a schedule of the on-site activities that are to take place

      following the initiation of the Line 5 construction. The presentation also focused on the issues of the new

      proposed routes for traffic, the equipment to be used during construction so as to ensure maximum safety as

      well as the mitigation strategies that will be implemented during the construction period so as to prevent any

      harm to both the environment and the surrounding industries.ALBA's existing potlines 1, 2, 3 and 4

      currently better the emission standards required by Bahrain statute and are in-line with those of other

      international smelters. Since 2000, ALBA has implemented the ISO 14001 Environmental Management System.

      In 2000, the United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP) awarded the company the International

      Millennium Business Award for Environmental Achievement, one of only twelve countries in the world to

      receive this accolade. For further information, please contact Irene KaramitsouPromoseven PR,Tel: (+973)

      225148Fax: (+973) 229661Alba - Aluminium Bahrain B.S.C (c) - is a520,000 tonnes per annum aluminium

      smelter. As well as its reduction lines and casthouses, the company has a dedicated carbon department and

      a 1500MW power plant. A 450,000 tonnes per annum coke calcining plant is also in operation at the

      company's marine terminal. The company was officially opened in 1971 and its shareholders today are the

      Government of Bahrain (77%), SABIC Industrial Investments (20%) and Breton Investments (3%). The    entire  plant operates to the Environmental Management System standard ISO14001 and the Casthouses and

      Marketing are also operating to the ISO 9002 Quality Management System. The company has won a number

      of awards including the inaugural Shaikh Khalifa bin Salman Al Khalifa Award for Industrial Excellence, the

      International Millennium Business Award for Environmental Achievement and a GCC-wide award for Human    Resources Development and nationalisation of the workforce.ALBA's Line 5 Expansion, due for completion in   February 2005 will expand ALBA's annual production by a further 307,000 tonnes per annum, making it the   largest smelter in the world outside of eastern Europe. At a total cost of US $ 1.7 billion, the expansion will  include a new power station, carbon, casthouse and other facilities

      JOURNAL-CODE: WMEC

________________________________________________________________________________________

The Miami Herald

HEADLINE: Plan to restore Iraq's 'Garden of Eden' forges ahead

      (AP) -- As the Pentagon pushes ahead with plans for war in the Middle East, a group of international

      scientists, including a University of Florida ecologist, are gearing up for an unorthodox environmental project:   restoration of Iraq's ''Garden of Eden.''

      Bordered by the Tigris and Euphrates rivers, the Mesopotamian Marshlands once covered 3,500 square miles  in southern Iraq and Iran -- interconnected marshes, wetlands and lakes that supported endangered birds,

abundant fish stocks and an ancient wetlands-dependent indigenous population known as the ''Ma'dan.''

      Regarded by biblical scholars as a possible site of the ancient ''Eden,'' the marshland's historical roots run

      deep. The Sumerian civilization, authors of the first alphabet and early epics, are thought to have inhabited

      the marshes around 3,500 BC, and in recent years, nearly 400,000 Ma'dan, or marsh Arabs, called the area

      home. 

      But following the end of the Gulf War in 1991, Saddam Hussein ordered the widespread drainage and

      diversion of water entering the wetlands from the north, leading to a near 90 percent reduction in total

      acreage, according to a 2001 United Nations Environment Programme report.

      Now, a multibillion dollar effort, funded in part by the State Department and overseen by the Iraq

      Foundation, a U.S.-based Iraqi opposition group, aims to reverse Hussein's damage.

      ''We're starting off with the basics,'' said Thomas Crisman, director of the Howard T. Odum Center for

      Wetlands at UF and one of about 15 scientists studying restoration plans. 'We're trying to figure out, 'Can

      we restore the ecology, and can we restore the culture of the people who lived in these marshes?' ''

      Since August 2001, international members of the ''Eden Again'' task force, as the project is known, have

      worked to develop a restoration framework, outlining strategies and identifying challenges in returning the

      wetlands to their pristine state.

      In February, members of the advisory committee, including Crisman, met in Los Angeles to discuss the

      restoration hurdles, such as how to meet the needs of the area's indigenous people and methods to reduce

      threats from high salinity.

      Once launched, the international team will seek to consult with local stakeholders, scientists and support

      staff, facilitating efforts to return the wetland's ecosystem to a point of ecologic functionality.

      ''Our project is not to do the restoration -- it needs to be done by the people of the region,'' said Suzie

      Alwash, a professor of geology at El Camino College in Torrance, Calif., and director of the project. ''Our    job is to promote the project.''

      Project organizers said the status of the restoration is not dependent on U.S. war efforts, and would

      continue regardless of an American-led invasion.

      LOAD-DATE: March 10, 2003

_________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Prior Informed Consent: Asbestos, Pesticides, Lead 

                      ROME, Italy, March 11, 2003 (ENS) - An international list of  chemicals subject to trade controls will expand to include all forms of   asbestos, three pesticides, and two forms of lead if recommendations  made by a committee of government appointed experts is approved   under the Rotterdam Convention. The international treaty requires   exporting countries trading in a list of hazardous substances to obtain  the prior informed consent of importing countries before proceeding  with the trade. 

                      While the Convention has not yet entered into force, in the interim,  governments have agreed to apply the treaty's prior informed consent (PIC) provisions on a voluntary basis. Twenty-six pesticides and five

industrial chemicals are subject to the interim PIC procedure. The  chemicals recommended for listing by the expert committee are  additional new entries into the interim PIC process. 

                      Chrysotile asbestos, one of the  five forms recommended for   the prior informed consent                      list. (Photo courtesy U. of  Wisconsin-Milwaukee)

                      The experts'  recommendations on these   chemicals, made last week at the close of a weeklong

session in Rome, will be  discussed in Geneva from November 17 to 21 by the Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee of the Rotterdam  Convention on the Prior Informed Consent (PIC) Procedure for  certain Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides in International Trade. 

                      If adopted by the governments that are parties to the Convention,  these chemicals will become subject to the prior informed consent  procedure. 

                      A new pesticide to be included in the PIC list is DNOC, an  insecticide, weedkiller and fungicide. It is highly toxic to humans and  also poses a high risk to other organisms. The review process was                     initiated by bans in Peru and the European Union. 

                      The review of a severely hazardous pesticide formulation was initiated  by Senegal. The pesticide formulation contains a mixture of the  fungicides benomyl and thiram and the highly toxic insecticide

carbofuran. It is locally sold under the name Granox TBC and Spinox   T. 

                      Reports of illnesses and deaths prompted the government of Senegal  to map incidents of poisoning in rural areas. They found that Granox   TBC/Spinox T is used in a powdered form by peanut farmers as a  seed treatment. Farmers were biting on each nut to release the seed,  ingesting the pesticide in the process. The result was thousands of  cases of poisoning featuring fevers, chest and abdominal pains,

vomiting, insomnia - and a number of deaths. 

                      In developed countries seeds are often treated and planted  mechanically, protecting farmers from contact with the chemicals. 

                      The committee's review of the pesticide parathion was triggered by  bans in the EU and Australia. Like other organosphosphorus  insecticides, "parathion poses an acute hazard to hundreds of

thousands of farm workers, particularly in developing countries where  the lack of protective clothing and appropriate application equipment  makes it more likely that people will come in direct contact with

pesticides." 

Using pesticides in Indonesia with no   protective clothing (Photo courtesy Community  IPM)  Parathion poisoning causes nausea,   diarrhea, blurred vision, and, in severe   cases, respiratory depression,   convulsions and death. Certain   severely hazardous formulations of  parathion are already listed under the  Convention, and now the  recommendation to add the remaining formulations of parathion to the interim  PIC procedure launches a process  that will conclude in late 2004. 

Two forms of lead - tetraethyl and  tetramethyl - used as additives in gasoline or petrol, are also on the

list of toxic chemicals recommended for regulation. "It has been known for many years that lead in petrol or gasoline is a serious  health risk particularly to children. Studies have demonstrated that  children living near roads and in urban areas where leaded petrol is  used, can suffer permanent brain damage, including lower intelligence  scores," the committee said. 

                      The experts called for "rapid global phase out" of these lead   compounds by 2005. Similar measures in the past 12 months have  been passed by the Johannesburg Summit on Sustainable                  Development in its Plan of Implementation and by the UNEP Governing Council. 

                      They agreed on all remaining forms of asbestos that are not now  covered by the interim PIC process. They recommended that the  Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee place five asbestos forms -

actinolite, anthophyllite, amosite, tremolite, and chrysotile - on the   prior informed consent trade list under the Convention. 

                      The Rotterdam Convention was adopted in 1998 under the auspices   of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the UN   Food and Agriculture Organization as a response to increasing

awareness of the health and environment risks of hazardous   chemicals. 

                      The Convention gives importing countries the tools and information  they need to identify potentially hazardous chemicals and to exclude  those they cannot manage safely. When trade is permitted,

requirements for labelling and the provision of information on potential  health and environmental effects promote the safe use of the  chemicals, the Rotterdam Convention Secretariat states on its  website: http://www.pic.int/ 

                      PIC CHEMICALS 

                      The interim PIC procedure covers the following 26 pesticides:    2,4,5-T, aldrin, binapacryl, captafol, chlordane, chlordimeform,   chlorobenzilate, DDT, 1,2-dibromoethane (EDB), dieldrin, dinoseb,

ethylene dichloride, ethylene oxide, fluoroacetamide, HCH,  heptachlor, hexachlorobenzene, lindane, mercury compounds,  pentachlorophenol, toxaphene, plus certain hazardous formulations of   methamidophos, methyl-parathion, parathion, and phosphamidon and  all formulations of monocrotofos. 

                      It also covers five industrial chemicals: crocidolite, polybrominated  biphenyls (PBB), polychlorinated biphenyls (PCB), polychlorinated  terphenyls (PCT) and tris (2,3 dibromopropyl) phosphate. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

UN Wire

SPORTS: UNEP Launches  Environmental  Awareness Program 

    The U.N. Environment Program yesterday launched its new Michezo sports and environment

    program with Play for the Planet, a sports festival at the University of Nairobi involving 4,000 people.

    UNEP said that "sports and the environment are inextricably linked," citing the role of sports venues

    as "often vital 'green spaces,'" the negative impact of pollution on athletes' performance and health

    and the environmental damage that sometimes results from "insensitive" sports venue construction. 

    Through Michezo, the agency said it hopes to "foster links between the environmental and sporting

    worlds in the quest for sustainable development."

    UNEP head Klaus Toepfer said sports in some countries have spawned "powerful groups that lobby

    for a cleaner and healthier environment," such as the United Kingdom's Surfers Against

    Sewage and the International Mountaineering and Climbing Federation in Switzerland (UNEP release,

    March 6).

_________________________________________________________________________________________

The Nikkei Weekly 

HEADLINE: Conference to discuss worldwide water problems 

      The third World Water Forum will be held in Kyoto, Osaka and Shiga prefectures on March 16-23, the latest  in a series of meetings previously in Marrakech, Morocco, in 1997 and The Hague in 2000. 

      The three prefectures share the Yodo River, which flows out of Lake Biwa in Shiga Prefecture. The lake is

      the main source of water for the prefectures. At the triennial conference, ministers in charge of water issues

      will meet on March 22 and 23 in Kyoto and issue a declaration, while subcommittees will discuss more than  300 issues covering water and cities, and water and food. 

      Other events will be open to the public. The largest will be the Water Expo, hosted by the Water Expo      executive committee and Nihon Keizai Shimbun Inc. The exposition, scheduled for March 18-22 in Osaka, will  involve more than 500 international organizations, government ministries, agencies, companies, universities  and nonprofit organizations. Exhibition zones will be divided into those for "water issues," "water and cities,"  "water and living," "water system exhibition," "sewage," and others to display various water-related  technologies and products. 

      Water experts will deliver speeches and hold symposiums during this period. Architect Tadao Ando will talk about the use of water and greenery in cities. Koichiro Matsuura, director general of the United Nations

Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), will deliver a speech about global water crises

and the future of human beings. 

      The symposiums will cover such themes as effective use of water, new urban infrastructure, new  water-related business opportunities, water and global environmental protection, and the role of Japan. 

      Various water-related events are scheduled as well. This will be Japan's first time to host an international

water exposition. 

      More than 8,000 people, including cabinet members of many countries, are expected to attend the      conference. In an unprecedented move by a major international conference, the secretariat solicited through

the Internet suggestions on subjects to be discussed at the forum. "The role of the secretariat is to set the      stage for the conference. It would be good if participants from various parts of the world could make appeals

for discussion of specific water problems and sparked action," said Hideaki Oda, who serves as chief of the

secretariat. 

      Oda is a former official of the then Ministry of Construction (now the Ministry of Land, Infrastructure and

      Transport), at which he was director general of the River Bureau. 

      After retiring from the ministry, he joined grass-roots movements to improve river environments, turning

      down high-salary jobs at private firms and public institutions related to his former posts. 

      His involvement in the water forum started when he accepted the chairmanship of the committee on rivers

      and water at its second gathering at The Hague three years ago. He felt a duty to keep working for the

      forum because Japan was chosen as the site of the third conference. 

      LOAD-DATE: March 11, 2003 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

UN warns Africa's forest area could  further decline 

                ROME - The United Nations Food and Agriculture  Organisation (FAO) warned yesterday that Africa's  forest area could decline further in the next 20 years  and progress to protect forests for future generations  will be slow. 

                "In the absence of any fundamental change, the forestry   situation in Africa will be marked by continued land-use  conflicts and loss of forest cover at roughly the current rate,  and slow progress in applying sustainable forest  management," FAO said in a report.

                The report, called "Forestry Outlook Study for Africa", also  warned that depleted forestry would harm the environment,  increasing land degradation and desertification, with the  loss of biological diversity, including medicinal plants.

                It said dependence on wood as a source of energy could   increase woodfuel consumption from about 635 million  cubic metres in 2000 to about 850 million cubic metres in  2020.

                The population in Africa in 2020 is expected to have  increased to 1,186 million from 798 million now, FAO said.

                "Illegal logging will remain a major problem and Africa will  not be in a position to produce wood competitively," it said.

                The report said the best way to save forests in Africa was   for governments to take steps to alleviate poverty by  generating income to meet basic needs, and to protect the  environment by halting land degradation and desertification and preserving biological diversity.

_______________________________________________________________________________________

 UN Wire

WATER: World   Shortages Could Spark  Future Wars, Report  Warns; More 

    Water shortages could spark future wars unless governments address looming water crises,

    according to a report by British International Development Secretary Clare Short, who released her

    findings ahead of the third World Water Forum next week in Kyoto, Japan.

    "Nearly two-thirds of the world's population will be living in countries of significant water stress by

    the year 2025," Short said in her report, which was published by the Institute for Public Policy

    Research.  "If we do not pay more attention to equitable water management we will see more

    conflict and war generated by water shortages," she wrote.

    Short called on governments to commit themselves to increased efforts at dealing with water

    issues when they meet in Kyoto.  "They should understand that the time for individual governments

    to announce water projects at international meetings is over," said Short.  "This old approach of

    recycling existing development aid around headline seeking announcements has to stop," she

    added (Vanessa Houlder, Financial Times, March 10).

    UNICEF Warns Of Effects Of Water Shortages On Children

    UNICEF said yesterday that water shortages often have the most adverse affects on children,

    especially girls.  According to UNICEF figures, 1.6 million children die each year from waterborne

    illnesses.  Deaths and illnesses from unclean water often force girls to forgo early schooling,

    UNICEF said.

    "This lack of education early in life often consigns girls to poverty or dependence later in life," said

    UNICEF Executive Director Carol Bellamy.  "By providing clean water and sanitation to the poorest

    people on the planet, we can reduce poverty and suffering and ensure education for all children."

    UNICEF is co-hosting a children's forum at next week's water conference and said it will work to

    ensure that children have a voice in solving problems related to water (U.N. release, March 10).

    Meanwhile, Michael Rouse, incoming president of the International Water Association and head of

    the British water inspectorate, said the traditional means used to provide clean water and sanitation

    is impractical and too expensive to fulfill one of the U.N. goals agreed to last year at the World

    Summit on Sustainable Development -- cutting in half the number of people in the world who

    currently do not have sanitation, to 1.2 billion.  Building sewage pipes needed for such vast

    sanitation needs is too costly and drainage can pollute water sources, he said.  Instead, Rouse

    proposed that the world should use solid human waste as compost and fertilizer and allow liquid

    waste to drain into the ground.

    "Instead of flushing and piping all the waste away, we would collect the solids once a week like

    household rubbish, take it to a central depot and compost it," said Rouse.  

    The International Water Association hopes to set up five so-called dry sanitation projects in

    middle-income and poor countries within two years to test the idea.

    "What we will be pressing for at the Kyoto conference is to turn the well-intentioned words and

    targets into action," Rouse said.  "Too little is currently happening to have hope of reaching the

    targets but I believe it is still possible if we can get these demonstration projects going, and then

    show it can work on a big scale" (Paul Brown, London Guardian, March 10). 

    Scientists Exploring Potential Of Pumping Deep Aquifers

    The Washington Post reported yesterday that scientists are increasingly looking to deep

    underground sources for fresh water, but little is known about the ecological impact of deep

    aquifer pumping and many such sources straddle international borders, creating potential battles

    over their use.  None of the many water treaties and shared-use pacts agreed to in recent decades

    applies to underground aquifers, the Post reported, yet there is 100 times more water underground

    than is found on the Earth's surface.  

    "The water in these aquifers is of much better quality nowadays than in any of the rivers or lakes,"

    said Alice Aureli, who heads UNESCO's transboundary aquifer project.  "It's an invisible resource. 

    But it's most probably the resource our children will depend on" (Rick Weiss, Washington Post,

    March 10).

_________________________________________________________________________________________
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By Gustavo González*
The wasteful practices, shortages and pollution affecting water in Latin America are the result of inadequate and often chaotic government regulation of water resources, say experts. Appropriate management requires stability, solid institutions and political will.
SANTIAGO - Latin America needs institutional and social stability, a solid legal framework and a centralized authority -- but one that is open to participation by users -- if it hopes to overcome the current problems in regulating its water resources and to achieve sustainable management, agree experts. 

The management of river basins, watersheds and subterranean reservoirs is plagued with "gray zones" that lead to waste, shortages and contamination of water supplies, Axel Dourojeanni, director of the Natural Resources and Infrastructure Division at the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), told Tierramérica. 

"In the last 10 years, more modifications of water legislation in Latin America and the Caribbean have been proposed than in the entire last century. Goals are constantly being readjusted, the personnel change, or the institutions in charge of water management are restructured. Unfortunately, in spite of all efforts, the deterioration of water resources continues to rise," says Dourojeanni in a recent study co-authored with Andrei Jouravlev. 

Frequently a river route is affected by 50 or more actors, from industries, farmers and ranchers, potable water and sewage companies, to poor populations settled along the riverbanks, says the document. 

Nearly all governments in the region have an agency whose mandate is to regulate the distribution of water, but these tend to give priority to designating and monitoring water supplies used in farm irrigation. 

It is thus a broad field in which state and private entities intervene -- related to mining, electric energy, public works, environment, health, sanitation services -- giving way to virtual anarchy in water management. 

In this sense, the participation of private entities in water management is neither good nor bad, said another ECLAC specialist, Miguel Solanes, member of the technical advisory team of the Global Water Partnership (GWP), in a conversation with Tierramérica. 

The shortage of funds and the perception that the state is by nature inefficient affected the administration of water resources in most Latin American countries, but the deregulation process was itself deficient because it mistakenly assumed there would be competition in a sector that in practice tends towards monopolization, said Solanes. 

Latin America, and particularly South America, holds major freshwater resources in its lakes and rivers, which are fed by abundant rainfall, comparable only to those of Asia, according to the GWP. 

Nevertheless, 25 percent of South American territory is arid or semi-arid, 20 percent of the continent's residents do not have regular access to potable water, and 30 percent lack adequate sanitation systems, says a GWP report based on figures from 2000. 

The experts recommend a centralized authority in which water users can participate, one that distributes the water in a rational way and operates through the management of river basins and watersheds. 

That was where Mexico was headed in 1993 when it created the Watershed Councils, whose mission is to improve water administration, develop infrastructure and preserve river basins with input for society. 

A watershed encompasses the area in which water from rainfall or snowmelt flows or drains, passing through streams or creeks until it reaches a main river, and later a lake, lagoon or reservoir. 

In the 25 Mexican councils participate government delegates and representatives of various sectors of users -- farming, industry, distribution firms, urban consumers -- with voice and vote, and universities and non-governmental organizations, who may not vote but can provide information. 

According to Jean Francois Donzier, director general of the International Office for Water, Mexico is one of the most advanced countries in Latin America and the world when it comes to integral and efficient use of water resources. 

However, a similar effort resulted in frustration in Peru, where the Autonomous Watershed Authorities were created, made up of government and user representatives. 

To date, only five such entities have been formed and none is truly autonomous. Ten percent of their budgets is to come from irrigation fees, but the failure of users to pay for this service runs at 50 to 80 percent. 

"A social crisis arising from poverty could lead to water service shutdowns, but it is not necessarily a crisis in governance. A governance crisis happens when there is no authority in charge of water usage," pointed out ECLAC's Dourojeanni. 

Appropriate administration requires political, economic and social stability. But that is not enough if there is not a solid, permanent and articulated institutional system throughout the country. 

Another requirement is political will and knowledge of the sector in governments, parliaments, businesses and the community, say the authors of the ECLAC report. 

Mexico and Colombia are, in their opinion, the nations that have made greatest effort to manage their watersheds, while Chile and Brazil stand out for their institutional stability in national water administration. 

On the other extreme there are countries like Guatemala, where the government as recently as May presented a legislative bill for the rational exploitation of water resources and to prevent industries and communities from continuing to pollute rivers and watersheds.

Aphrodisiac Market Fuels Killing of Sea Lions




By Abraham Lama*
Despite their corpulence, sea lions are very vulnerable. Their fins are useless in protecting them from poachers who bludgeon the males to death to extract their genitals to be sold in Asia, where they are considered an aphrodisiac by some cultures.
LIMA - The 53,000 sea lions that inhabit the Peruvian coastline have been hunted for decades for their skin, teeth, meat and intestines. Today, the supposed aphrodisiac qualities of their genitals -- much valued on the Asian markets -- puts them in a new line of fire.

A massacre of these marine mammals last year shocked the public and put the authorities on alert.

From September to October 2002, poachers disembarked on a rocky island of the southern Paracas Reserve and killed dozens of male sea lions and fur seals, taking their genitals.

According to the denunciation that the National Institute of Natural Resources (INRENA) filed with the provincial prosecutor general of Pisco, on San Gallán Island, the remains of 147 male sea lions were found. They had been killed with clubs and knives, and were found decomposing among the rocks of the beach.

The Pisco prosecutor conducted some routine investigations that proved fruitless. The case was filed away due to the impossibility of tracking down the perpetrators.

But the massacre did motive lawmakers and environmental activists to promote legal reforms aimed at protecting this endangered species.

"The Asian market of aphrodisiac manufacturers could generate a demand that would be very dangerous, because it is more difficult to control than the international market for skins and furs," commented activist Stephan Austermuhle, of the environmental organization Mundo Azul (Blue World).

"We are preparing an international campaign to raise awareness of the situation of the sea lions in Peru and other countries of the region," he said.

Mundo Azul promotes the defense of marine biodiversity and has presented a legislative bill to declare 25 uninhabited islands wildlife refuges. These islands along the Peruvian coast are sea lion habitat.

Two sea species predominate in this country: the "lobo fino" (Arctocephalus australis - South American fur seal), known for the quality of its fur, and the "lobo chusco" (Otaria byrona - Southern sea lion), which is less sought-after because its fur is shorter and stiffer.

The voracity of the market for this animal's skins led to intense hunting of the "lobo fino", whose population in Peru plummeted to fewer than 1,000 in the 1960s. A hunting ban was imposed, and now the population is estimated at 8,200.

But the demand for their genitals does not discriminate between the two types of sea mammals, such that the "lobo chusco", estimated to number 44,700 in Peru, is also under threat.

In spite of their corpulence -- adult males weigh up to 160 kg and females 50 kg -- these marine mammals are largely defenseless because on land they move slowly and awkwardly.

Their front extremities, their fins, are useless in defending the sea lions from poachers, who kill them with clubs or knives.

These mammals are very gregarious, spend their time on land crowded on rocky shores, and reproduce very slowly... a female gives birth to a pup ever two or three years. Their colonies are a popular attraction for visitors to the Paracas Reserve.

Peruvian lawmaker Fabiola Morales, chairwoman of the Environment and Ecology Commission in parliament, filed a complaint with the attorney general and the ministers of Interior and Agriculture that the case of the 2002 massacre had been filed away. She demanded that the measures taken to prevent such incidents from repeating be made public.

Two other legislative deputies on the commission, Maruja Alfaro and Víctor Noriega, traveled to the site of the sea lion killing to conduct a parliamentary investigation.

Although the report was not made public, it was included in the records of two bills the commission is preparing. One would create the post of public prosecutor for the environment, a specialized office that would be in charge of investigating environmental crimes.

The second bill would create a sub-ministry of environment, with authority over several governmental agencies in order to focus resources and carry out more effective protection of species and habitat.

While the legislative initiatives wend their way through the Peruvian parliament, activists are working to do what they can to prevent a repeat of the sea lion massacre of 2002.

Central America's Suffocating Cities




From the Tierramérica Editor's Desk*
The level of solid particles in the air in several Central American capitals violates international health standards.
TEGUCIGALPA - Breathing can be dangerous in certain areas of Central America's big cities, such as the Honduran capital, where the air is the most contaminated by particulate matter of any urban area in the region.
The atmosphere in the political and economic centers of Honduras, Guatemala, El Salvador, Nicaragua and Costa Rica registers total suspended particulate (TSP) levels higher than the maximum accepted by the World Health Organization (WHO), of 75 micrograms per cubic meter of air, sources told Tierramérica.
This solid material is produced by the combustion of gasoline or other fuels, or comes from the dust of minerals or metals, paint pigments, pesticides, ash, and smoke from burned oils. 
The most harmful are PM-10 particles, so called because they have a diameter of less than 10 micros, which allow them to enter the human respiratory system and settle in the lungs. The allowable limit set by the WHO is an average of 50 micrograms of PM-10 per cubic meter of air.
Air pollution affects the health of more than 80 million Latin Americans, says the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), a United Nations regional agency. The harm is manifest in the increased incidence of asthma and allergies, and even severe respiratory infections that can lead to death.
In 2001, Tegucigalpa reported an average concentration of 613 micrograms of TSP, according to a study by Swisscontact, an international aid foundation.
"Recordings at specific points in that capital showed up to 900 micrograms of TSP," while contamination with PM-10 reached 161 micrograms, Rosendo Majano, assistant technician for Swisscontact's clean air project, told Tierramérica.
The foundation has been tracking air quality in Central America since 1993, and is urging the governments to improve fuels to burn cleaner, replace older vehicles and make public transportation more efficient.
"These countries already have regulations in place. The problem is that the laws are not enforced," said Majano.
In Guatemala City, with an estimated 700,000 vehicles circulating in the streets, atmospheric contamination with TSP varied from 300 to 578 micrograms in different parts of the capital, according to measurements taken in 2001 by the local University of San Carlos.
Pablo Oliva, in charge of the study, told Tierramérica that his team had readings of 45 to 59 micrograms of PM-10.
A Swisscontact study in Guatemala City recorded an annual average of 237 micrograms TSP and 54 micrograms PM-10.
Oliva noted that in 1997 Guatemala approved regulations for gas emissions, but it was overturned the following year. In 1997 and 1998, air pollution was reduced, but in 1999 shot back up, he said.
Guatemala is once again in the process of establishing laws to control emissions of contaminating gases. The authorities in Honduras are working on drawing up similar regulations.
Since 1991, Guatemala has banned the use of leaded gasoline, a measure that was not adopted by Honduras, Nicaragua, El Salvador and Costa Rica until 1999.
In Managua, some 120,000 vehicles circulate without having undergone emissions testing. The total vehicle count for Nicaragua is 224,000, with 150,000 circulating through the capital.
The country is turning into "a cemetery for scrap metal," because there is a high volume of imports of old vehicles, says Roberto Dávila, researcher at Nicaragua's National University of Engineering.
Air pollution measurements made in 2001 at six locations in the city, coordinated by Dávila, indicated up to 70 micrograms of PM-10 and up to 500 micrograms TSP.
The ministries of environment, transportation and infrastructure, and the Nicaraguan police have promised to strictly enforce the law aimed at improving the capital's air quality.
In San Salvador, with around 350,000 cars, buses and trucks, the annual average for PM-10 was 60 micrograms in 2001, while total solid particulates reached 97 micrograms, according to Swisscontact.
Meanwhile, in the metropolitan area of San José, home to 60 percent of the nearly four million Costa Ricans, 70 percent of land transport vehicles are found.
The concentration of solid particulates in the atmosphere of the Costa Rican capital was 230 micrograms per cubic meter in 2001, with PM-10 at 35 micrograms, says Swisscontact.
Vehicle emissions are also the greatest producer of sulfur dioxide, carbon monoxide and nitrogen oxides.
* Nohelia González (Nicaragua) and Jorge A. Grochembake (Guatemala) contributed to this report.
________________________________________________________________________________
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Mozambican River bursts its bank, thousands stranded 

Maputo, Mozambique (PANA) - River Save, on the boundary between southern and central Mozambique, has burst its banks and flooded the towns of Nova Mambone in Inhambane province, and Machanga in Sofala province, leaving thousands of people stranded, the national news agency (AIM) reported Tuesday. Inhambane governor, Aires Aly has made an urgent appeal for helicopters and boats to rescue thousands of flood victims, stranded on trees and on rooftops in Nova Mambone. He said, at least 13,000 stranded people had been cut off by the flood for the last two days in Nova Mambone, with only 600 rescued. A similar situation has been reported in Machanga by Sofala provincial Director for State Administration, Eduardo Chilundo. The road linking Machanga to the main north-south highway has been cut, making it impossible to enter the town overland. The flood has been blamed on the torrential rains brought last week by Cyclone Japhet.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng044499&dte=11/03/2003
African Forests Face Further Degradation Unless New Measures Taken, UN Warns

United Nations (New York): Unless Africa adopts new measures to protect the environment, its forests will continue to deteriorate rapidly, resulting in a depletion of both wood and non-wood products, according to a United Nations report released today. "In the absence of fundamental changes, the forestry situation in Africa will be marked by continued high losses of forest cover, deterioration in the state of the environment, and depletion of non-wood forest products in general and medicinal plants in particular," says the UN Food and Agriculture Organization report, entitled "Forestry Outlook Study for Africa" (FOSA). The report forecasts that in 2020 Africa will experience continued loss in forest cover, while progress in sustainable forest management will be slow. With illegal logging likely to remain a major problem, Africa will not be in a position to produce wood competitively - a precarious situation given that wood will continue to be the main source of energy. An increased urban demand for charcoal is also expected to result in further degradation of forests. Presented by FAO at the sixteenth session of the agency's Committee on Forestry this week in Rome, the report outlines measures necessary to bring about significant improvement to this environmental degradation. It provides a 20-year perspective and long-term planning framework for the development of the forestry sector for the continent. FOSA also includes sub-regional reports for North, East, Southern, Central and West Africa.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200303110586.html
Global Environmental Fund props Namibian community projects 

Windhoek, Namibia (PANA) - Namibia Tuesday became the fourth country within the Southern Africa Development Community (SADC) to benefit from the Small Grants Programme (SGP) of the Global Environmental Fund (GEF), with the launching here of a 200,000- dollar fund for grassroots micro-projects. The SGP, that has so far benefited 3,000 projects in 64 developing countries since its inception in 1992, is administered jointly by GEF and the UN Development Programme (UNDP). Speaking at the launch of the GEF/UNDP project, UNDP resident representative Dr Jacqui Badcock said the initiative seeks to address the world's two biggest problems: poverty and environmental degradation. Badcock affirmed that the new programme was "highly compatible with Namibia's policies, plans, strategies and priorities," noting that "the SGP provides funding to community-led projects in developing countries that conserve and restore the natural world while enhancing the well-being and livelihoods of poor people."

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng044463&dte=11/03/2003
Kenya to supply water to arid regions 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - Kenya's Water Development Ministry said it would implement several water projects in parts of the country's North Eastern Province and Turkana District in the north-west to bring the precious commodity closer to inhabitants of the drought-prone areas. Assistant Water Development Minister John Munyes, speaking to PANA at the Central Kenya Town of Nyeri, 140 km north of Nairobi on Tuesday, said that the government was committed to ensuring all its citizens enjoyed their basic rights, including access to clean water for both domestic and animal use.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng044387&dte=11/03/2003
Minister Launches New Environmental Health Facility

BuaNews (Pretoria): Environmental Affairs and Tourism Minister Valli Moosa has commended the University of Natal's efforts to bring occupational and environmental health issues under the spotlight. The minister was speaking in Durban yesterday at the official launch of the new occupational and environmental health facility at the institution's Nelson R. Mandela Medical School. In partnership with government and the private sector, the centre aims to increase capacity in occupational health through education and training programmes. Issues to be addressed by the centre's researchers include waterborne diseases, waste (biomedical, hazardous, solid, liquid), sanitation and airborne and respiratory diseases. Delivering the keynote address at the launch, Mr. Moosa said education and research in universities were essential for improving the consciousness of people on environmental health issues.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200303110555.html
Govt to Set Up Tree-Planting Fund

The East African Standard (Nairobi): The Government will set up a tree planting fund to buy approximately 80 million seedlings from foresters and conservators. Environment Assistant Minister, Prof Wangari Maathai said the Government will seek donor funding for the project to enable it buy a substantial amount of seedlings. Maathai who was reacting to East African Standard's Big Issue pullout, which focused on forests, observed that the ministry will shift its focus to forest conservation from commercial purposes. She noted that for a long time timber millers had solely used indigenous trees, which had resulted into the present wanton destruction of natural vegetation. She said the new initiative would enable the Government to critically analyse and evaluate forest trends in relation to afforestration and fire. The minister said through the fund, foresters will be encouraged to plant more indigenous seedlings compared to the present state where commercially acceptable trees are planted.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200303110275.html
Titanium Project is Set for Third Review

The Nation (Nairobi): A third environmental assessment could be conducted at the proposed titanium mining site in Kwale. It is meant to iron out differences in the two previous evaluations, Environment assistant minister Wangari Maathai hinted yesterday.

At the same time, she said the ministry would hold an open forum for all parties in the wrangle. Prof Maathai said the titanium mining was shrouded in controversy and that was why the Government was unable to give the project the go-ahead. She added that mining would only be allowed when all parties were satisfied that it would be beneficial to the country and the investors. The two assessments done earlier, Proof Maathai said were not objective since they were conducted by interested parties. The first assessment was done by an agent from South Africa appointed by Tiomin, the company interested in the mining. The assistant minister said there were many unanswered questions in the mining, which could only be answered in an open forum.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200303110205.html
Environmentalist Calls for Community Waste Management in Lagos

Daily Trust (Abuja): A consultant to Lagos state government on environment, Mr. Oluseun Fakoya, has called for the introduction of community waste management to rid the metropolis of its perennial filth. Fakoya said that residents should be involved fully, while government should render support where necessary. "No amount of government money put into developing the environment will be meaningful without a positive behaviour change by residents," he told the News Agency of Nigeria (NAN) in Lagos.

NAN reports that the state government has spent more than N3.5 billion in the past three years to ensure a tidy environment.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200303110008.html
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T U E S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
Iraq

*
Security Council begins hearing from over 40 non-members on disarming Iraq

*
Annan makes new appeal for Security Council unity on Iraq

*
UN supervises destruction of 3 more missiles

*
UNICEF races to provide high-protein food to 400,000 children

*
UN panel on damages arising from 1990 invasion of Kuwait opens meeting

Other news

*
Annan says ‘end of the road’ reached as Cyprus talks produce no deal

*
UN officials hail inauguration of first international war crimes tribunal

*
IAEA calls for urgent measures to stop terrorists from obtaining ‘dirty bomb’

*
Security Council welcomes DR of Congo peace agreement, demands ceasefire

*
Annan strongly condemns brutal killing of 3 aid workers in Liberia

*
UN-backed special court for Sierra Leone indicts seven

*
Eritrea: UN warns humanitarian crisis could turn into ‘complete catastrophe’

*
UN protests latest Israeli military assault on one of its schools in Gaza

*
Thousands of returning Afghans signal start of repatriation season, UN agency says

*
Despite progress in Kosovo, minorities still face discrimination, UN reports

*
UN appeals urgently for food for Burundi, where number of hungry has doubled

*
Kazakhstan: UN official ends visit stressing ratification of human rights treaties

*
African forests face further degradation unless new measures taken, UN warns

*
With UN help, Afghanistan gains control of Internet domain name

* * * * 

Iraq: Security Council

11 March – As United Nations Security Council members wrestled with widely differing approaches to ridding Iraq of weapons of mass destruction, the 15-nation body today gave the floor to non-members to voice their views at the request of the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM).

“In the name of humanity, we appeal to the members of this Council not to resort to military action against Iraq,” Zainuddin Yahya, Charge d’Affaires of Malaysia, current NAM president, said, stressing that the Movement’s 116 Member States represented two thirds of humanity. “There is no dishonour in responding to the appeals of the international community to prevent the use of force against Iraq.”

The United States, United Kingdom and Spain have introduced a draft resolution that presents Iraq with a 17 March deadline to cooperate fully with disarmament demands, which France says it will veto. France, Germany, the Russian Federation and other Council members have voiced opposition to action at this time and seek continued and enhanced weapons inspections.

“This Council must strive for a peaceful solution to the current situation,” Mr. Zainuddin said, welcoming Iraq’s decision to cooperate with UN inspectors and calling on it to continue to actively comply with Security Council resolutions. “We believe this is possible without resorting to war. The Council should remain conscious of the untold misery that war will inflict on the countries and people in the region.”

Speaking at the outset of the Council’s debate, the Permanent Representative of Iraq to the UN, Mohammed A. Aldouri, reasserted that Iraq was cooperating with UN inspectors and said the goal of the United States and Britain was not disarmament “but rather to put their hands on our oil and control the area.”

Stressing that Iraq had taken the strategic decision to rid itself of weapons of mass destruction, Mr. Aldouri said peaceful means, dialogue and cooperation were the shortest and best way to resolve the current crisis.

“My delegation calls upon the international community to prevent a catastrophe which has become imminent and calls upon the Security Council and the Secretary-General of the United Nations to shoulder the responsibilities in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations and that is to thwart any aggression aiming at Iraq,” he said.

For his part, Ambassador Mohammad A. Abulhasan of Kuwait said Kuwait supported the US-UK-Spanish draft resolution. He said it reflected the Council’s determination with respect to Iraq’s challenge to the international community and deserved full support.

Meanwhile, the Permanent Observer of the League of Arab States, Yahya A. Mahmassani, referred to reports by the UN weapons inspectors that Iraqi initiatives were now active or even proactive and that inspectors would take only months to complete their work. What present and looming threat existed to wage war at a time when the inspections were proceeding vigorously towards the verification of the elimination of weapons of mass destruction in Iraq, he asked.

After hearing from representatives of 28 delegations, the Council suspended its meeting and will reconvene tomorrow to accommodate the remaining speakers.

* * *

Iraq: Secretary-General

11 March – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan made a new appeal today for Security Council unity in the face of differing approaches to ridding Iraq of banned weapons of mass destruction, repeating earlier statements that war should only be a last resort.

“Obviously, we need to exhaust all possibilities to resolve this issue peacefully before force is considered,” Mr. Annan said during a press encounter in The Hague, where he attended the inaugural session of the International Criminal Court (ICC). “But a united Council working with unity of purpose and direction can make that difference and I think attempts are being made, as difficult as it is, by the Council to come together and to move forward.”

The United States, United Kingdom and Spain have introduced a draft resolution that presents Iraq with a 17 March deadline to cooperate fully with disarmament demands, which France says it will veto. France, Germany, the Russian Federation and other Council members have voiced opposition to action at this time and seek continued and enhanced weapons inspections.

Asked about the effect of a French veto on Council unity, Mr. Annan said: “Not very good for the unity but we have seen this before. Many vetoes have been cast, I hope we will be able to come together on this one but to be able to come together on this one and avoid the vetoes implies that we need to come with a compromise that everybody can rally around and say this is the direction we are going to go and put pressure on the Iraqi authorities to disarm.”

Despite the different approaches, Mr. Annan said everybody was agreed on disarmament itself. “The people in the streets, the government, everybody, is insisting on disarmament and that is why the public mood must not be misread by the Iraqi authorities,” he added.

Before attending the ICC ceremony, the Secretary-General met with Prime Minister Jan Peter Balkanende of the Netherlands and Foreign Minister Jaap G. de Hoop Scheffer for over half an hour, and discussed a wide range of issues. He is scheduled to meet later today with Brazilian Foreign Minister Celso Amorim before returning to New York tomorrow.

Monday evening in New York, top UN weapons inspector Hans Blix said Iraq should have declared a remotely piloted plane, but when asked by reporters whether that provided the “smoking gun” of Iraqi non-compliance, he replied, “No, we’re not yet at that stage at all. We’re investigating what the drones are.”

Mr. Blix, Executive Chairman of the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC), said that for the drone to be illegal it would have to have a reach longer than 150 kilometres and be linked to the delivery of bio-chemical weapons. He said Iraq had given the range as 55 kilometres and that they had been flying it for 10 minutes.

* * *

Iraq: inspections

11 March – United Nations inspections teams supervised the destruction of three more banned Iraqi missiles today and visited a food plant, three factories and a construction facility for possible evidence of proscribed biological, chemical or nuclear weapons programmes.

Since the 1 March deadline set for starting the process, Iraq has destroyed 55 Al Samoud 2 missiles, banned because they can exceed the 150-kilometre range imposed by Security Council resolutions. UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC) teams also supervised the destruction of nine warheads, a launcher, some propellant tanks and small components for the missile. 

UNMOVIC sought a private interview with an Iraqi researcher in the chemical field today but the researcher insisted the questioning be tape-recorded. It therefore, did not proceed – the fifth case since 28 February in which a private interview did not take place due to a condition insisted upon by the interviewee.  Nine private interviews have taken place since 28 February.  

A biological team inspected the Canning Foods Co. Ltd, which produces tomato products, date syrup, cheese, vinegar, and watermelon jam, in Kerbala, about 100 kilometres southeast of Baghdad, while a chemical team checked three factories belonging to the State Company for Battery Manufacturing. A multidisciplinary team inspected the Mosul branch of the Mesopotamia Seed Company.

A team from the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) inspected the Ur General Establishment, which manufactures aluminium products for the construction industry and a variety of copper wire products for the power and communications industries.

* * *

Iraq: humanitarian

11 March – With the threat of war looming over Iraq, the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) is racing to bolster the chances of survival for over 400,000 malnourished children across the country by providing high protein food.

“We are still hoping for a peaceful resolution to this crisis,” UNICEF Executive Director Carol Bellamy said. “But it’s a fact that the children of Iraq are extremely vulnerable. Their health, their nutrition, their access to safe water – all of which are weak already – will be further jeopardized in a war. By acting to reach them now, we hope to save lives in the weeks and months ahead.”

Working closely with the country’s Ministry of Health, UNICEF has trucked more than 1,000 tons of high-protein biscuits and 155 tons of therapeutic milk to feed children suffering from severe malnutrition – the major underlying cause of death among children under five.

The agency noted that child malnutrition in Iraq rose dramatically following the 1991 Persian Gulf War. The country has one of the highest rates of under-five mortality in the world, with more than one in eight children dying before they reach their fifth birthday.

“Today, almost a quarter of Iraqi children are born underweight, and a similar number under the age of five are malnourished,” said Carel de Rooy, the UNICEF Representative in Iraq. “That’s serious enough. But war adds displacement, interruption of food and water supplies, and outbreaks of disease. Combined, these events would strike a heavy blow to a population of children who are already struggling to survive.”

The UNICEF deliveries constitute the first shipments of high-protein biscuits and therapeutic milk into the country in two years and these supplies are sufficient for a month. In addition to its efforts to bolster children’s health and nutrition ahead of a possible conflict, the agency has shipped thousands of tons of relief supplies to the region and is preparing to mount a rapid emergency response should that be needed. 

Meanwhile, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) today said it is asking governments to temporarily halt the forced return of rejected Iraqi asylum seekers for three months, given the tense situation and risk of armed conflict in Iraq.

“During this interim period, we’re also advising governments that all Iraqis outside their homeland should be given appropriate complementary forms of protection,” spokesman Kris Janowski said in Geneva.

More than 51,000 Iraqis claimed asylum worldwide last year, forming by far the largest single group of asylum seekers in industrialized countries, ahead of 33,000 Yugoslavs. In all there are some 400,000 recognized Iraqi refugees worldwide, with more than half living in Iran. Hundreds of thousands of other Iraqis are believed to be living outside their home country, without claiming asylum, UNHCR said.

In other news, the UN office overseeing the humanitarian oil-for-food programme noted that Iraqi oil exports slipped to 10 million barrels for the week that ended on 7 March.

Exports averaged 1.4 million barrels a day, compared with 1.9 million the previous week, according to the Office of the Iraq Programme (OIP). The estimated revenue earned for the week was $287 million, with an average price of Iraqi crude for the reporting period of approximately $28.45 per barrel.
* * * 

Iraq-Kuwait

11 March – The governing council of the United Nations panel set up to process claims and pay compensation for losses and damage suffered as a result of Iraq’s invasion and occupation of Kuwait in 1990-1991 opened its 47th session in Geneva today.

The UN Compensation Commission (UNCC) has already resolved over 99 per cent of the 2.6 million claims before it, amounting to approximately $350 billion. The resolved claims have totalled about $43.8 billion in compensation out of a total of over $150.2 billion in claims. Of this amount $16.7 billion has so far been made available for distribution to successful claimants.

Money for the awards come from the UN Compensation Fund, which receives up to 30 per cent of the revenue generated by Iraqi petroleum and petroleum product exports under the UN’s oil-for-food programme, which also allows Baghdad to use a portion of the sales to buy relief supplies.

At its three-day meeting the Council will consider a number of reports and recommendations of the panels of Commissioners concerning claims filed by individuals and corporations.

The Governing Council is the policy-making organ of the UNCC, a subsidiary organ of the UN Security Council, and its composition is the same as that of the 15-member Security Council at any given time. The panels of Commissioners review and evaluate the claims submitted by governments on behalf of their nationals, their companies or on their own behalf.

* * *

Cyprus

11 March – Following marathon talks in The Hague, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today that the “end of the road” has been reached after Greek Cypriot and Turkish Cypriot leaders failed to agree on a plan that would enable a united Cyprus to join the European Union later this year.

“I share tonight with all peace-loving Greek Cypriots, Turkish Cypriots, Greeks and Turks a deep sense of sadness,” the Secretary-General said in a statement read out in The Hague by his Special Adviser on Cyprus, Alvaro de Soto, early this morning after a day of talks yesterday and a joint meeting organized at 2 a.m., which broke up more than an hour later, failed to produce a deal.

“I am not sure another opportunity like this one will present itself again any time soon,” he added. “Nevertheless, I want the people of Cyprus to know that I have not given up on them. I saw in their eyes their longing for peace and reunification. I regret that they have been denied the chance to decide their own future.”

The Secretary-General last month invited the Greek Cypriot leader, Tassos Papadopoulos, and the Turkish Cypriot leader, Rauf Denktash, for yesterday’s meeting in The Hague. He had asked that each party be ready to commit to submit a revised plan for approval at separate, simultaneous referenda on 30 March in order to achieve a comprehensive settlement of the Cyprus problem.

In his statement today, the Secretary-General said Mr. Papadopoulos answered that he was prepared to do so, as long as the people knew what they are being asked to vote on. “To that end he wished to be sure that the gaps regarding federal legislation, as well as constituent state constitutions, would be filled,” the statement said. “He underlined the importance of Greece and Turkey agreeing and committing to the security provisions in the plan. Furthermore, considerably more time was needed than was available for a proper public campaign on the referendum to be carried out. These conditions need to be fulfilled before a referendum can take place. He said he was prepared not to re-open its substantive provisions if the other side was prepared to do likewise.”

As for the Turkish Cypriot leader, “Mr. Denktash answered that he was not prepared to agree to put the plan to referendum,” the statement said. “He said he had fundamental objections to the plan on basic points. He believed that further negotiations were only likely to be successful if they began from a new starting point and if the parties agreed on basic principles. He added that Turkey was in any case not in a position to sign the statement requested of the guarantors because this first required the authorization of parliament.”

The statement noted that efforts to salvage the process and keep open the prospect of a reunited Cyprus acceding to the EU continued in the course of yesterday and during the night. “I even suggested that negotiations could continue until 28 March with a view to holding the referenda one week later on 6 April,” the Secretary-General said. “Regrettably, these efforts were not successful for the reasons stated above.

“Accordingly, as I said when I left Cyprus on 28 February, we have reached the end of the road. The two leaders have expressed their willingness to continue talks. But without a firm commitment to proceed energetically to a conclusion according to a strict work programme, culminating in separate simultaneous referenda, it will clearly not be possible to achieve a comprehensive settlement before the accession of Cyprus to the European Union on 16 April. That commitment is not in place at this time.”

Mr. de Soto is set to proceed to New York to prepare a detailed report to the Security Council, and will be closing his office in Cyprus in the coming weeks.

“My plan remains on the table, ready for the Greek Cypriots and Turkish Cypriots to pick it up and carry it forward to a solution if they summon the will to do so,” the Secretary-General said. “If I see that there is a clear and realistic prospect of finalizing negotiations, with the full backing of the motherlands, I will be ready to assist. Let us hope that that day is much closer than it seems this morning.”

* * *

International Criminal Court

11 March – As the world’s first permanent war crimes tribunal was inaugurated today in The Hague with the swearing-in of its judges, top United Nations officials hailed the occasion as an historic day for international justice and a reaffirmation of the global commitment to protect and promote fundamental freedoms.

“It has taken mankind many years to reach this moment,” UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan said at the opening session of the International Criminal Court (ICC). “By the solemn undertaking they have given here in open court, these eleven men and seven women, representing all regions of the world and many different cultures and legal traditions, have made themselves the embodiment of our collective conscience.”

Mr. Annan recalled that the important special tribunals set up in Nuremberg and Tokyo – which established the vital principle that individuals who take part in gross violations of international humanitarian law cannot shelter behind the authority of the State in whose name they did so – had ultimately paved the way for a permanent international court to try and punish those who commit crimes against humanity.

The 18-judge ICC will have jurisdiction over the most serious crimes, including war crimes, genocide, mass murder, enslavement, rape, torture, and, once defined, the crime of aggression. The Rome Statute – the treaty establishing the ICC – entered into force 1 July 2002, and the Court’s jurisdiction will cover only crimes committed after that date. The Statute allows States Parties as well as the UN Security Council to refer situations to the Court for investigation. Officials are not exempted from criminal responsibility.

Today, one by one, the judges gave a solemn undertaking to perform their duties honourably, faithfully, impartially and conscientiously. They also promised to respect the confidentiality of investigations and prosecutions, and the secrecy of deliberations. Immediately after they were sworn in, they conferred in what was their first private meeting as a Court, and elected Philippe Kirsch of Canada as their first President. Two vice presidents were also elected, Judges Elizabeth Odio Benito of Costa Rica and Erkki Kourula of Finland.

Outlining the importance of their task, the Secretary-General called on the judges to show great patience, compassion and an unfailing resolve to arrive at the truth. “All your work must shine with moral and legal clarity,” he told the judges, adding “in all your functions – judicial administrative and representational – you must act without fear of favour, guided and inspired by the provisions of the Rome Statute.”

Joining the Secretary-General, Queen Beatrix of the Netherlands, heads of government and other dignitaries, was the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Sergio Vieira de Mello, who hailed the inauguration as an historic “reaffirmation of our commitment to human rights, fundamental freedoms and justice.”

He stressed, however, that only 89 countries have ratified the Rome Statute – “far from universality” – and that to make the Court truly effective, wider acceptance of its jurisdiction will be necessary.

The judges were elected last month at UN Headquarters in New York with a specific aim of ensuring a good geographical and gender mix. Once the composition of the Court was completed, States Parties drew lots to settle on the terms of office for the judges, six of whom would serve a full term of nine years, another six a term of six years, and the remainder a term of three years, as set out in the Statute.

* * *

IAEA

11 March – The head of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) called on the international community today to take urgent additional measures to stop terrorists from obtaining a “dirty bomb,” warning that current control of radioactive sources is inadequate, especially in the former Soviet republics.

“Cradle-to-grave control is essential for these radioactive sources,” IAEA Director-General Mohamed ElBaradei said in his opening address to an international conference in Vienna on the potential for nuclear and radiological terrorism. “In the wake of the September 2001 terrorist attacks [against the United States], and the stark awareness of the potential for radioactive sources to be used in malevolent acts, source security has taken on a new urgency.”

Noting that millions of radioactive devices have been distributed worldwide over the past 50 years, ranging from minor items like smoke detectors to major sources such as medical, industrial and thermo-electric equipment, Mr. ElBaradei told the International Conference on Security of Radioactive Sources that the problem of “orphaned” sources was widespread. Such sources are those that have fallen outside official regulatory control due to loss, theft, or abandonment.

“This problem has been especially present in the Newly Independent States, where transitions in governments have in some cases led to a loss of regulatory oversight of radioactive sources,” he said.

“In view of recent reports about terrorist plans to build and deploy radiological dispersion devices – and given the inadequacy of source controls I just mentioned – it is clear that additional security measures are urgently needed,” he said. “This concern has been the focus of the international community in the past 18 months. I trust that this conference will help to identify what has been accomplished and to focus on additional measures that need to be taken to cope with the challenge.”

Organized by the IAEA and co-sponsored by the Russian Federation and the United States in co-operation with the European Commission (EC), the European Police Office (EUROPOL), the International Criminal Police Organization (Interpol) and the World Customs Organization (WCO), the four-day conference will divide into panels to discuss issues ranging from the prevention of illicit trafficking to the response to a “dirty bomb” attack.

* * *

DR of Congo

10 March – While welcoming the recent peace agreement reached among Congolese parties in Pretoria, members of the United Nations Security Council today expressed their deep concern about the fighting in Bunia and demanded an immediate end to the continuing hostilities in the north-eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC).

The President of the Council, Ambassador Mamady Traoré of Guinea, said in a press statement late Monday that members stressed the importance of establishing the transitional Government in the DRC as soon as possible.

“Members of the Council demand that all parties ensure the security of civilian populations and guarantee full access of humanitarian organizations to those in need,” Ambassador Traoré said. To that end, they demanded the immediate establishment of the Ituri Pacification Commission, which will have the power to ensure the safety of Bunia’s population, and will eventually aim to secure a total and definite withdrawal of Ugandan troops from the area.

The Council recalled that the withdrawal of all foreign troops from the territory of the DRC must now be completed, with members urging Uganda “to abide by its commitment to withdraw its troops by 20 March,” the President of the 15-nation body said.

“Members of the Council reiterate their full support for United Nations Organization Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo [MONUC]’s efforts to facilitate a peaceful settlement in the northeast of the DRC,” he said.

Meanwhile on the ground in the DRC, as Ugandan troops and DRC rebels continue to struggle for control over the town of Bunia, the UN dispatched a mission to the area in a bid to calm tensions and pave the way for a local-level ceasefire.
The first goal of the multidisciplinary team – drawn from MONUC experts and headed by Vadim Perfiliev, Regional Director for the East – is to secure an agreement for the cessation of hostilities between the Union of the Congolese Patriots (UPC) and the Ugandan army.

Should conditions permit, the team will then proceed with the identification of the Ituri participants in the technical phase of meetings ahead of the establishment of the Ituri Pacification Commission, which will comprise representatives from the Governments of the DRC and Uganda, along with MONUC and other parties on the ground.

* * *

Liberia

11 March – United Nations Secretary General Kofi Annan today strongly condemned the brutal killing in Liberia of three humanitarian workers and called on the Government to bring the perpetrators to justice.

In a statement issued by a UN spokesman in New York, Mr. Annan demanded that the Government determine the exact circumstances under which the incident took place. He also called on “all parties to the conflict in Liberia to reinforce measures taken to ensure the protection of civilian, including relief workers.”

The Secretary-General extended his deepest sympathy to the families and colleagues of Emmanuel Sharpolu and Musa Kita, Liberian nationals, and Kaare Lund of Norway. 

The three workers for the Adventist Development and Relief Agency (ADRA) were on their way to a Norwegian-funded ADRA project in the highly volatile border region of Liberia and Côte d’Ivoire when they were caught-up in a rebel attack on Toe Town.

The UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), ADRA’s partner in the construction of campsites for Ivoirian refugees in Liberia, said it learned of Mr. Lund’s killing with “shock and sadness.” He had originally been reported as missing. The agency added that the 28 February attacks on Toe Town have disrupted humanitarian activities in Liberia’s eastern border regions.

* * *

Sierra Leone

11 March – The United Nations-backed special court for Sierra Leone has indicted seven suspects – including a senior government politician and two former rebel leaders – implicated in a decade’s worth of atrocities and human rights violations in that country.

Declaring an end to “the dark days of the rule of the gun,” the chief Prosecutor of the Special Court for Sierra Leone, David M. Crane, said in accordance with arrest warrants authorized by its judges, five people had been arrested and taken into the Court’s custody, including former Internal Affairs Minister Sam Hinga Norman and former Revolutionary United Front (RUF) leader Foday Sankoh.

Heralding “a new dawn” for Sierra Leone and all of West Africa, the chief prosecutor read out the wide-ranging indictments yesterday on behalf of the country’s traumatized and war-weary people. The charges involve acts ranging from murder, sexual slavery and rape, to forced conscription of children and attacks on UN peacekeepers.

The other three men arrested were Issa Sesay, Alex Tamba Brima and Morris Kallon. Two other indictments, for Sam Bockarie and Johnny Paul Koromah, were announced but neither is in the Court’s custody.

The Special Court, which contains a mix of international and national judges, was set up to indict and try those considered to have the greatest responsibility for war crimes committed during 10 years of brutal conflict.

* * *

Eritrea

11 March – With a critical shortfall in funding for war-torn Eritrea, a United Nations official warned today that the deteriorating humanitarian crisis could turn into a “complete catastrophe,” particularly if the current drought worsens.

“We are appealing to the donor partners to increase their level of response to the humanitarian situation in Eritrea,” the UN humanitarian coordinator for the country, Simon Nhongo, told a press briefing at UN Headquarters in New York.

A $163 million UN appeal launched last November for food, water and health aid to assist 2.3 million Eritreans – roughly 70 per cent of the population – has stalled at a mere two per cent, Mr. Nhongo said, appealing for a more swift and increased response from the international community.

“My major concern is that delayed responses might turn out to be more costly if the situation deteriorates further by July 2003,” he said, commenting on the latest pledges by donors that total only 25 per cent of the required food aid and only three per cent of non-food assistance. 

Eritrea has been devastated by ongoing droughts at a time it is still suffering the impact of the border conflict with Ethiopia, said Mr. Nhongo, who arrived in New York yesterday to galvanize support from key donors.

* * *

Middle East

11 March – The United Nations agency assisting Palestine refugees is formally protesting to the Government of Israel damage done to one of its schools in the northern Gaza Strip during last weekend’s occupation.

The UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) said yesterday the Israeli military attacked the Ezbet Preparatory Boys’ School despite a visible UN flag and symbol on the premises.

A bulldozer demolished the entire front wall, gate and playground outbuilding, UNRWA said, adding that most of the windows in the front of school were broken and some classrooms were damaged during the assault that occurred under Israeli control.

“There have been repeated military violations of the sanctity of UNRWA schools during the last 30 months, on the majority of occasions by Israeli forces,” the Agency said, noting that this latest assault comes just one week after a 12-year old pupil sitting in an UNRWA school in Khan Younis, Gaza, was hit in the head by a bullet fired from an Israeli position. The child has since died.

* * *

Afghanistan

11 March – Thousands of Afghan refugees are returning home from neighbouring countries this week, a sign that the spring repatriation season has started in earnest, the United Nations refugee agency said today.

Some 1,000 Afghans registered at the Katcha Garhi refugee camp on the edge of Peshawar, Pakistan, ahead of their repatriation this week, according to the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). Over the last two days, 1,117 refugees returned from Iran, including 460 under a joint initiative by UNHCR and the Iranian Government, marking a significant increase from the winter months.

Afghan refugees going home under the facilitated return initiative receive a small travel grant of between $3 and $30, depending on the distance to their home communities, along with some food and other assistance provided inside Afghanistan.

This year, UNHCR said it expected to assist the repatriation of up to 1.2 million Afghan refugees from Pakistan, Iran and the Central Asian states, and to help another 300,000 internally displaced Afghans to go back to their home areas. The agency will focus on refugees in Pakistan’s more than 200 refugee camps, while continuing to facilitate the return of Afghans in Pakistan’s urban areas.

The refugee agency has appealed for $195 million to fund its Afghanistan programme and to assist Afghan refugees in surrounding countries. So far, it has received only $47 million, including $16 million in carry-over funds from 2002.

* * * 

Kosovo

11 March – Ethnic minorities in Kosovo continue to face security problems and lack access to basic services despite the general improvement of the situation in that country, a joint assessment by the United Nations and a leading European organization has revealed.

Kosovo’s minorities lack access to education, health services and equitable employment, stated a report issued today by the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE).

The report says one concern is primarily the minority Serb and Roma populations, which find it harder to move around freely and therefore to live normal lives in Kosovo where ethnic Albanians are an overwhelming majority.

Despite three internationally supervised elections in which the all residents chose their municipal and central leaders, there has been no “fundamental” improvement in the overall welfare of minority communities, the assessment concluded. Consequently, only a small number of minorities who fled Kosovo in 1999 have returned.

* * *

Burundi

11 March – The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) issued an urgent appeal today for more food donations for Burundi, where the number of people in need of relief has doubled to more than one million due to drought and lack of security. 

“We are doing everything possible to respond to heightened food needs over the last couple of months, but we simply do not have enough resources to tackle the full magnitude of this crisis,” said Mustapha Darboe, WFP’s Country Director in Burundi. “Although we have received major donations from the US Government, and the European Commission, further contributions from other donors are urgently required. The bottom line is that the number of hungry people has doubled and we don’t have enough food.”

Donations received so far can provide assistance for four more weeks, WPF said, meaning immediate pledges of 16,000 tons of cereals, pulses and vegetable oil are urgently needed to feed 1.2 million vulnerable people until the end of June. The required food aid is valued at $9 million.

Noting that the number of people estimated to be in need of relief food during the first six months of this year has doubled in comparison with the same period in 2002, a recent government and UN inter-agency Food and Crop Yields Assessment report also found a decline in the nutritional situation of the population, with a marked increase in the number of children admitted to therapeutic feeding centres in Ruyigi, Ngozi and Kayanza provinces.

Late rains in October and an early end to rains in January have led to significantly reduced harvests throughout the country. Insecurity is further exacerbating the situation, leading to the displacement of people with loss of life and income, particularly in eastern and southern Burundi, the report said.

Although a peace agreement was signed with the Government and rebel forces in December, the recent resumption of serious fighting has greatly compromised the provision of humanitarian assistance to drought-affected populations, while displacing more people also in need of aid. During the first half of February, at least 54,000 people were unable to receive relief food due to insecurity.

* * *

Human rights

11 March – Winding up a weeklong visit to Kazakhstan, a top United Nations human rights official strongly urged the Government to ratify core international human rights treaties and called for the early adoption of a law on granting refugee status in the country.

The Deputy UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Bertrand Ramcharan, was in Kazakhstan as part of an official two-week visit to Central Asia. He held talks with a number of officials, including the Minister of Foreign Affairs and Secretary of State, Kasymzhomart Tokaev, and the Ombudsman, Bolat Baikadamov.

Mr. Tokaev told Mr. Ramcharan that the signature process for the two human rights instruments – the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, and on economic, social and cultural Rights – is expected to be concluded in the very near future, and will be followed by ratification by the Parliament.

In his meeting with the Ombudsman, the Deputy High Commissioner noted the efforts of the UN Development Programme (UNDP) and others to support the Ombudsman’s office. Mr. Ramcharan suggested that the Ombudsman’s office have a unit on the rights of women, a unit on child rights, and a unit on the rights of minorities. He also called for greater efforts to strengthen the Ombudsman’s office and to give it greater independence.

When he met with judicial officials, Mr. Ramcharan suggested that activities be pursued to make judges, prosecutors and lawyers aware of international human rights norms and standards. He stressed that practices by law enforcement officials and prosecutors resulting in ill treatment of individuals required urgent attention. He noted that Kazakhstan has around 100 nationalities or ethnic groups and called for the wide dissemination, including in local languages, of UN and Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) norms on the protection of minorities.

* * *

African forests

11 March – Unless Africa adopts new measures to protect the environment, its forests will continue to deteriorate rapidly, resulting in a depletion of both wood and non-wood products, according to a United Nations report released today.

“In the absence of fundamental changes, the forestry situation in Africa will be marked by continued high losses of forest cover, deterioration in the state of the environment, and depletion of non-wood forest products in general and medicinal plants in particular,” says the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) report, entitled “Forestry Outlook Study for Africa” (FOSA).

The report forecasts that through 2020, Africa will experience continued loss in forest cover, while progress in sustainable forest management will be slow. With illegal logging likely to remain a major problem, Africa will not be in a position to produce wood competitively – a precarious situation given that wood will continue to be the main source of energy. An increased urban demand for charcoal is also expected to result in further degradation of forests.

Presented by FAO at the sixteenth session of the agency’s Committee on Forestry this week in Rome, the report outlines measures necessary to bring about significant improvement to this environmental degradation. It provides a 20-year perspective and long-term planning framework for the development of the forestry sector for the continent. FOSA also includes sub-regional reports for North, East, Southern, Central and West Africa.

“Poverty alleviation and environmental protection will remain the most important priorities over the next two decades,” the report states, outlining priorities and strategies for enhancing the contribution of forestry to the economic, social and environmental interests of Africa.

The report says empowering key stakeholders through policy and institutional changes is critical, including revitalizing the public sector, making markets work for poor people, enhancing the efficiency of the informal sector through legal and institutional frameworks, and better access to information.

* * *

Afghanistan

11 March – With the support of the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), Afghanistan has officially planted its flag in cyberspace, gaining legal and technical control of the “dot-af” domain for Afghan websites and email addresses.

“For Afghanistan, this is like reclaiming part of our sovereignty,” said Mohammad Masoom Stanakzai, Minister for Communications in Afghanistan’s transitional government.

The formal activation yesterday of Afghanistan’s new “top level domain,” as Internet country codes are known, marks the culmination of a complex international application process supported by UNDP, and the parallel development of new telecommunications links enabling Afghanistan to put the new “.af” domain to immediate use.

More important, Afghan officials noted, it marks a symbolic break with the recent past: under the Taliban regime, use of the Internet was ruthlessly suppressed, with non-governmental use of email services and website punishable by death.

“A modern telecommunications system, including full Internet access, is critical to the recovery and development efforts now being carried out by the Islamic Transitional Government of Afghanistan,” said Ercan Murat, director of the UNDP Afghanistan programme. “The UNDP team here is very gratified that we were able to help Afghanistan secure its rights to this essential service.”

* *** *

_________________________________________________________________________________________











11 March 2003

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL


Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.


Good Afternoon.


We have some guest Palestinian journalists.  Welcome.


**Noon Guests


Our guest today, with me right now in fact, is the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Ethiopia/Eritrea, Legwaila Joseph Legwaila; and joining him in a minute will be Simon Nhongo, the Humanitarian Coordinator for Eritrea.  We’ll get to them in just a minute.


**Secretary-General on Cyprus
The Secretary-General, early this morning, issued a statement on Cyprus following talks that went into the late night on ways to achieve a comprehensive settlement to the Cyprus problem, in which he and his Special Adviser on Cyprus, Alvaro de Soto, participated.  A joint meeting of the parties was organized at 

2 a.m. and broke up more than an hour later.

Efforts, made both with the Cypriot leaders and the guarantor nations –- Greece, Turkey and the United Kingdom –- to salvage the process were not successful, he concluded.  De Soto than delivered a statement to the press on the Secretary-General’s behalf at 6 a.m., concluding that the talks had not reached a successful outcome.

In that statement, the Secretary-General said that Turkish Cypriot leader Tassos Papadopoulos had told him that he was prepared to submit the February 

26 plan for approval by referendum on 30 March, as long as “the people knew what they are being asked to vote on”.  To that end, he wished to be sure that gaps regarding federal legislation and constituent State constitutions would be filled.  Turkish Cypriot leader Rauf Denktash told the Secretary-General that he was not prepared to agree to put the plan to referendum, and that he had fundamental objections to the plan on basic points.

The Secretary-General concluded that “we have reached the end of the road”, adding that it will clearly not be possible to achieve a comprehensive settlement before Cyprus accedes to the European Union on 16 April.  That commitment is not in place at this time, he said, adding that the office of his Special Adviser on Cyprus, Alvaro de Soto, will be brought to a close in the coming weeks.

He said, “I share tonight with all peace-loving Greek Cypriots, Turkish Cypriots, Greeks and Turks a deep sense of sadness.  I am not sure another opportunity like this one will present itself again any time soon”.  We have the text of the full statement upstairs.

De Soto told reporters afterward that this is the “sad culmination of a process that began in late 1999”.  He will provide a detailed report to the Security Council.

**Secretary-General on Criminal Court
Today in The Hague, on very little sleep, the Secretary-General attended the solemn inaugural ceremony for the International Criminal Court, at which the Court’s first 18 judges took the oath of office.  He said, “It has taken mankind many years to reach this moment”.  He asserted that the 11 men and seven women who were sworn in today as the Court’s first judges “have made themselves the embodiment of our collective conscience”.

He told the judges that honesty and efficiency of the Court’s administration must be beyond reproach, and he also told States Parties that, in the near future, they must choose a prosecutor for the Court.

He added, “The commitment shown thus far augurs well for the future”.  We have his statement upstairs, as well as one from High Commissioner for Human Rights Sergio Vieira de Mello that says today is a historic milestone reaffirming the commitment to human rights, fundamental freedoms and justice.

Immediately after the 18 judges were sworn in, they conferred in what was their first private meeting as a Court, and decided to elect Philippe Kirsch of Canada as their first President.  Two vice presidents were also elected, judges Elizabeth Odio Benito and Erkki Kourula.

**Secretary-General/Netherlands trip
Before the Secretary-General attended the inaugural ceremony of the International Criminal Court (ICC), he had met with the Dutch Prime Minister Jan Peter Balkanende and Dutch Foreign Minister Jaap G. de Hoop Scheffer for about half an hour.

The Secretary-General, in a press encounter afterward, said they had discussed the ICC, the question of Cyprus and Iraq.  On Iraq, he said, he and the Prime Minister agreed that “what is needed is united international action, constant and persistent pressure on the leadership of Iraq to disarm”.

The Secretary-General cautioned that everyone, from governments to the people in the streets, is insisting on disarmament and “the public mood must not be misread by the Iraqi authorities”.  He emphasized that a united Security Council, working with unity of purpose and direction, can make a difference, and he noted attempts that are being made by the Council to come together and move forward, as difficult as that is.  Regardless of any vote on Iraq, he said, “at the end of the day, the UN is going to be as important as ever”.

We have the transcript of that press encounter upstairs.

The Secretary-General is to meet this afternoon with Brazilian Foreign Minister Celso Amorim.  He will return to New York tomorrow.

**Security Council
The Security Council held consultations today on the UN mission on Ethiopia and Eritrea.  And Joseph Legwaila, who is here with us today, briefed Council members on the latest report, which we reported to you yesterday.

Then, this afternoon at 3 p.m., the Security Council will begin an open debate on Iraq, in response to a request from the Non-Aligned Movement.

As of now, there are 42 speakers inscribed for the debate, which is likely to carry on into tomorrow.

There are 100 tickets for journalists for the Council gallery and you can get them at the Media Accreditation Liaison Unit in Room 250 just down the hall from here.  They will be handed out on a first come, first served basis starting now.

**Iraq -- Security Council
Yesterday afternoon, the Security Council held consultations on Iraq, and Hans Blix, the Executive Chairman of the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC), answered questions on weapons inspections put forward by the Council members.

Blix spoke to the press at the stakeout afterwards, noting that some Council members had asked UNMOVIC to present its program of further work in Iraq, which was due by the end of the month, as early as next week.  He told the press that UNMOVIC would try to report on its further work by that time.

**DRC -- Security Council
Yesterday afternoon, Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations Jean-Marie Guehenno briefed the Council on developments in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC). 

Afterwards, the Council President, Mamady Traoré of Guinea, said in a press statement that members of the Council expressed their deep concern at the continuation of fighting in Bunia.  They demand the immediate cessation of hostilities and that all parties ensure the security of civilian populations and guarantee full access of humanitarian organizations to those in need. 

**Statement attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General

We have the following statement concerning the killing of humanitarian workers in Liberia:

“The Secretary-General strongly condemns the killing of Emmanuel Sharpulo, and Musa Kita, Liberian nationals, and Kaare Lund, a Norwegian national, three humanitarian workers of the Adventist Development and Relief Agency (ADRA), who were brutally killed in eastern Liberia on 28 February 2003.

“The Secretary-General extends his deepest sympathy to the families and colleagues of these three humanitarian workers, and demands that the Government of Liberia determine the exact circumstances under which the incident took place, and bring the perpetrators to justice.  He further calls on all parties to the conflict in Liberia to reinforce measures taken to ensure the protection of civilians, including relief workers.”

**Sierra Leone Court
The Special Court for Sierra Leone yesterday announced indictments against seven suspects on a wide range of charges.

The Court said that, in accordance with arrest warrants authorized by its judges, five people had been arrested and taken into the Court’s custody, including former Internal Affairs Minister Sam Hinga Norman and former Revolutionary United Front leader Foday Sankoh.

The other three men arrested were Issa Sesay, Alex Tamba Brima and Morris Kallon.

Two other indictments were announced, for Sam Bockarie and Johnny Paul Koromah, but neither is in the Court’s custody.

The charges against them involve acts ranging from murder and rape to forced conscription of children and attacks on UN peacekeepers.

**Secretary-General on Africa
We have available in my office copies of a message by the Secretary-General to a conference in Tokyo on the consolidation of peace in Africa.  It is scheduled to be delivered tomorrow by the Secretary-General’s Special Advisor on Africa Ibrahim Gambari.

**Côte d’Ivoire - SRSG
Also on Africa, this is to let you know that the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Côte D’Ivoire, Albert Tevoedjre, is scheduled to brief the Security Council on Friday and has agreed to talk to you immediately afterwards.

**CAR-Humanitarian
The World Food Programme says the Central African Republic is probably the most silent humanitarian crisis in the world, with the drama of its civil war unfolding in front of total indifference.  You can read more about this in the UN briefing notes from Geneva today.

**UNRWA
The UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East, or UNRWA for short, is protesting to the Israeli Government damage done to one of its schools during Israel’s occupation this past weekend of Beit Lahia in the northern Gaza Strip.

The agency says that the Ezbet Preparatory Boys’ School had its entire front wall, gate and playground outbuilding demolished by an Israeli bulldozer, and most of the windows in the front of the school -– which flew the UN flag and carried the UN symbol -– were broken.

**Oil-for-Food
This week’s Oil-for-Food update notes that Iraqi oil exports under the oil-for-food program slipped to 10 million barrels for the week that ended on 

7 March.

Exports averaged 1.4 million barrels a day, compared with 1.9 million the previous week.  The estimated revenue earned for the week was $287 million, with an average price of Iraqi crude for the reporting period of approximately $28.45 per barrel. 

You can get the full text upstairs.

**Afghanistan
With the support of the UN Development Programme (UNDP), Afghanistan has officially planted its flag in cyberspace, gaining legal and technical control of the “dot-af” domain for Afghan Web sites and email addresses. 

“For Afghanistan, this is like reclaiming part of our sovereignty”, said Mohammad Masoom Stanakzai, the Minister for Communications in Afghanistan's transitional Government.

This marks a symbolic break with the recent past:  under the Taliban regime, use of the Internet was ruthlessly suppressed, with non-governmental use of email services and Web site punishable by death. 

You can find more details on the UNDP Web site.

Also on Afghanistan, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees said that the spring repatriation season to Afghanistan is getting underway.  In the past two days, more than 2000 refugees have returned from Pakistan and Iran, signaling an important increase over recent months.

We have a press release from the United Nations Office of the High Commissioner for Refugees with more details.

**Human Rights/Kazakhstan
Deputy United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights Bertrand Ramcharan has ended his visit to Kazakhstan today.

During the visit, he held talks with government officials and UN representatives in the country.  He was informed by the Government that the signature process will be concluded in the very near future of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and of the International Covenant on Economic Social and Cultural Rights Covenants. 

From Kazakhstan, Mr. Ramcharan travels to Uzbekistan to continue his Central Asia trip.  

**Press Releases
Two press releases to highlight for you today.

The first is from the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF), which is providing special therapeutic food to over 400,000 malnourished children in Iraq in the hopes of boosting their chances of survival in the event of conflict.  UNICEF has delivered more than 1,000 metric tonnes of high protein biscuits and 155 metric tonnes of therapeutic milk into Iraq, which the Iraqi Ministry of Health is distributing to health centres all over the country.

The second press release is from the Food and Agriculture Organization on its report “Forestry Outlook Study for Africa” which was presented today to the Committee on Forestry, meeting in Rome this week.  The report is a 20-year perspective and long-term planning framework for forestry development in Africa.

**Death of Nauru’s President
Finally, you’ve probably noticed that the United Nations flag is being flown at half-mast today.  This is to observe the official mourning of the President of Nauru, Bernard Dowiyogo, who died on Sunday.  As is the custom, no other flags are flown when the United Nations flag is at half-mast.

That is all I have for you.  Let me quickly welcome Simon Nhongo who’s joined us.  We’ll get to him in just a minute.  Do you have any questions for me first?  Yes?


Questions and Answers

Question:
Can you tell us, who is responsible for the collapse of the talks for Cyprus?

Spokesman:
I have nothing to add to what I said.  You saw in my statement that the Greek-Cypriot leader indicated a willingness to put the matter to a referendum under certain conditions.  The Turkish-Cypriot leader said the plan was unacceptable.  So, you can draw your own conclusions.

Question:
So, the feeling is that both of them are responsible?

Spokesman:
 Draw your own conclusions, please.  Yes, Lee?

Question:
 Do you have a list of the speakers and will the Security Council members speak first?

Spokesman:
I don’t have that list with me.  But if you check with my office they will make it available as soon as they get it.  Okay.

* *** *




UNEP and the Executive Director in the news








� HYPERLINK  \l "Alba" ��Global Wire News - Alba Highlights Strategy For Environmental Protection�
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*  Klaus Toepfer's Editorial on War and Environment in Mexican Newspaper - Cambio
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