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March 12, 2003

Ministers To Discuss Water Crisis In Kyoto

Jakarta, March 12 (ANTARA) - More than 100 ministers are expected to discuss a water crisis at the Third

World Water Forum (WWF) to be held in Kyoto, Japan, from March 16 to 23, 2003, the World Bank said here  Wednesday.

The Forum, which will be participated in by around 8,000 people consisting of, among others, scientists, NGO

activists, academicians and government officials, will focus on a global water crisis and other related issues,

for instance, water and gender, energy, food, agriculture, environment, poverty, sanitation, pollution,

climate change and cultural diversity.

Issues on financing and participation of the private sector in the construction of water project  infrastructures are expected to be debated in a dialogue between Forum participants and the ministers at   Kyoto International Conference Hall, on March 21, 2003. 

State Minister of Settlement, Infrastructure, and Regions (Depkimpraswil) Sunarno will lead an Indonesian

delegation, which includes Director General of Water Resources Roestam Sjarief, to the Forum.

A United Nations report said early this month (March) that World water reserves are drying up fast and booming populations, pollution and global warming will combine to cut the average person's water supply by a third in the next 20 years.

The report, compiled by the World Water Assessment Programme of UNESCO, criticised political leaders for

failing to take action and in some cases, disputing the very existence of a water crisis.

More than 2.2 million people die each year from diseases related to contaminated drinking water and poor sanitation, the report said, but evidence of the problem was being ignored. By 2050, water scarcity will

affect between two billion and seven billion people out of a projected total of 9.3 billion, depending in part on

what measures political leaders take to tackle the crisis, the report said.

In Indonesia at present, piped water services reach only around 30 per cent of the urban population. The

Regional Water Supply Authority (PDAM) so far can meet only 20 per cent of clean water demand

nationwide, both in the urban as well as rural areas.

The 2nd World Water Forum (WWF) and the United Nations Millennium Declaration have set water targets

of reducing by one-half the proportion of people without sustainable access to adequate quantities of

affordable and safe water by the year 2015, and providing water, sanitation and hygiene for all by 2025.

On Earth Day, April 22, 2003, Earth Day Network will launch a two-year Water for Life campaign highlighting

critical water access, health, and usage issues. The United Nations has declared the year 2003 as the UN

International Year of Freshwater.

The first WWF was organized by the World Water Council, in Marrakech in 1997 and the second was in the

Hague in 2000.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Inter Press Service

 Development: Japan Urges Doubled Spending On Water

 Japan, host to the upcoming Third World Water Forum, will urge a doubling of global investment in water   services and infrastructure to achieve the goal set at the World Summit on Sustainable Development last

year: cutting in half the number of people who lack access to clean water by 2015.

More than 40 ministers gathered here recently to discuss Japan's draft of the Ministerial Declaration, which is

expected to be approved by the Forum next week in the Japanese city of Kyoto, March 16-23.

According to the draft declaration, disseminated by the Japanese news agency Kyodo, the plan seeks a

significant increase in government development assistance and in private investment, both at the national

and international levels.

      The text set out the goal that "each nation will double its financial aid and technical support in order to

      resolve the global water issue." 

      The Ministerial Declaration formulates ways to achieve substantial results and is not mere "rhetoric", Hideaki

      Oba, secretary general of the Forum, told Tierram rica.

      And that is exactly what is needed to confront one of the planet's most pressing environmental problems: 40

      percent of the global population lacks sufficient water for washing and for sanitation, according to a new

      report from the United Nations, published last week in the local Kyoto media.

      The World Water Development Report (WWDR) is based on data from 23 UN agencies and convention

      secretariats, and is considered the most complete document on freshwater at the global level.

      According to the report there are approximately 12,000 cubic kilometers of contaminated water on earth,

      and 2.2 million people die each year from illnesses associated with the lack of safe drinking water. Many of

      the victims are children.

      And if concrete measures are not immediately implemented, says the document, by 2050 some 7.0 billion

      people -- of a projected population of 9.3 billion -- will suffer from the scarcity of water.

      There must be a concrete commitment in Kyoto, and it should be as close as possible to the estimated

      expenditure of 10 to 40 billion dollars a year to achieve the Johannesburg goal of halving the population

      without clean water by 2015, says Gordon Young, coordinator of the World Water Assessment Program,

      in charge of drafting the WWDR.

      The success of the Kyoto Forum, Gordon said in a conversation with Tierram rica, depends on whether a

      concrete action agenda is agreed, one that gives top priority to those who most need safe water sources.

      The draft Ministerial Declaration urges the efficient use of water for agricultural purposes, the prevention of

      water pollution, ecosystem conservation, flood reduction and better management of water resources.

      At the heart of the declaration is a "public-private partnership", joint efforts between government and

      private enterprise to ensure safe water.

      The document calls for promoting such alliances, "while maintaining the necessary public control to protect

      the interests of the public in general and the poor in particular."

      The authors of the draft have taken pains to resolve the different aspects of the water debate, Ryota

      Nakamura, an irrigation expert at Japan University, told Tierram rica.

      Special reference to the poor takes into consideration the conclusions of the Second World Water Forum,

      held at The Hague, which highlights how water affects every aspect of life from health to human rights, the

      environment and politics.

      World Water Action -- an overview of recently introduced projects around the world to improve water

      management -- is to be presented at the Forum.

      It marks a step forward from the commitments made at The Hague, says Forum secretary Oba.

      One of the more controversial issues on the table is the idea of privatizing water supply and distribution

      systems in developing countries, which some consider a means to provide revenue for technology to improve

      water sanitation, environment protection, and support irrigation schemes.

      But activists argue that access to clean water is a basic human right and thus cannot be negotiated as a

      commodity. They also say that privatization paves the way for profit-seeking companies from rich countries

      to control the precious resource, leaving the poor vulnerable.

      Another target of the Kyoto Forum is to develop a water cycle monitoring system, to be adapted to each

      country, says Taikan Oki, a professor at Tokyo University and head of the Research Institute for Humanity.

      "A proper monitoring system will help developing countries to create a water management plan. For this to be

      successful we have to see technological transfer and financial support for developing countries," said Oki.

      Oki explains the careful monitoring of water resources such as rainfall, rivers will result in a proper

      management system that will ease water scarcity," he explained.

      Forum chief Oba is confident that the Forum will overcome obstacles standing in the way of creating

      appropriate responses to the water problems of each region.

      "It is no use spending time on shallow debate at Kyoto. While conflicts remain, water also has the potential

      to foster regional cooperation," said the official.

      * Tierram rica is a specialized news service (www.tierramerica.net) produced by IPS with the backing of

      the United Nations Development Programme and the United Nations Environment Programme. (Suvendrini

      Kakuchi is an IPS correspondent.)

__________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Climate change 'wiped out Mayans'
Climate change was largely to blame  for the collapse of the Mayan   civilisation in Central America more

than 1,000 years ago, research  suggests. 

By the middle of the 8th Century   there were up to 13 million people in  the Mayan population, but within 200

years their cities lay abandoned. 

There has long been speculation that  the whole population was wiped out  by drought, and research published in the journal Science now suggests  climate change was probably a major factor. 

To investigate the Mayan decline, the scientists studied the ancient   build-up of sediment on the sea floor just off the northern coast of  Venezuela. 

They measured levels of titanium, a metal which is washed into the sea   by rivers. Lower levels of titanium indicate a weaker river flow, resulting  from less rain. 

The researchers discovered that in the 9th and 10th centuries, probably  just before the Mayan civilisation collapsed, there was a long period of  dry weather and three intense droughts. 

                 Implications 

Archaeological evidence suggests that one reason for the Mayans' initial  success over other societies was that they controlled the artificial  reservoirs. 

If this is true, the scientists say the drought could easily have pushed  the whole civilisation to the verge of collapse. 

The German scientist who led the research, Gerald Haug, said this had  serious implications for climate change today: 

"A three-to-nine-year drought, which could be a failure of the monsoon  systems in Africa or in India, and in particular the change in the  background state of climate... is a very severe threat to modern  humanity." 
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Xinhua General News Service

 Indonesia to attend world water forum
Minister of Resettlement and Regional Infrastructure Soenarno will lead an Indonesian delegation to attend

the 3rd World Water Forum (WWF) to be held in Kyoto, Japan, on March 16-23.

The delegation consists of State Minister for the Environment Nabiel Makarim, Minister of Agriculture

Bungaran Saragih, Minister of Forestry M. Prakosa and a number of senior officials, according to Director

General for Water Resources Roestam Sjarief.

Roestam, who will also attend the forum, said the government had prepared a country report containing its

achievements and problems with water policy and planned to seek several partnerships with other countries

in the WWF. 

"The WWF is a big forum equal to the World Summit on Sustainable Development, so this is our chance to

speak up," he was quoted as saying by The Jakarta Post Thursday.

The WWF, which will see around 8,000 scientists, non-governmental organization activists and government

officials, will focus on a global water crisis and related issues, such as energy, food, agriculture, environment, poverty, sanitation, pollution, climate change and cultural diversity.

Of the participants, more than 100 ministers are expected to discuss water crises at the forum, according to

the World Bank.

A UN report said earlier this month that world water reserves were drying up fast and booming populations,

pollution and global warming would combine to cut the average of person's water supply by a third in the next 20 years.

Each year, more than 2.2 million people die from diseases related to contaminated drinking water and poor      sanitation, the report said, but the problem was being ignored.

By 2050, water scarcity will affect between two billion and seven billion people out of a projected total of

9.3 billion, depending in part on what measures political leaders will take to tackle the crisis, the report said.

The United Nations declared the year 2003 as the UN International Year of Freshwater.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Morning Star 

March 11, 2003

Water justice for all;  ANN DOUGLAS discusses a newly released report from FoE International. 

      ATER privatisation has had negative impacts on communities in many countries and threatens to affect an

      increasing number of people, according to a report released yesterday by Friends of the Earth International . 

      The report, Water Justice for All, is released just prior to the March 16-23 World Water Forum in Kyoto,

      Japan and World Water Day on March 22. 

      It reports "global and local resistance to the control and commodification of water" through 14 case studies.

      According to Hemantha Withanage of Friends of the Earth Sri Lanka, "Water is a basic human right and,

      although water management in the public interest may be necessary, this vital resource should not be

      subject to private ownership. 

      "International financial institutions, hand-in-hand with multinational water corporations, are paving the way

      by conditioning their loans to poor countries upon privatisation promises. 

      "Trade treaties are requiring countries to deregulate their water sectors and open them up to private

      investment. 

      "The world's poorest people are desperately in need of water and sanitation services, but experience has

      shown that they are just further marginalised when their countries follow the corporate mode of

      privatisation. 

      "Unable to afford connection to the services, they are condemned to using water that runs the risk of being

      contaminated, " she charged. 

      In the report, Friends of the Earth Malaysia states that "The World Bank and other international financial

      institutions play a key role in promoting water privatisation around the world, in alliance with the

      multinational water giants and the trade agreements, promoted by industrialised countries that pry water

      markets open for corporate access. 

      "The World Bank's insistence that "water must be treated as an economic good" means that, if you are rich

      enough, you can use water as wastefully as you like. 

      "For the poor, however, access to water for even the most basic of needs will be a daily struggle, " it

      concluded. 

      Since water is a critical resource for sustainable livelihoods and therefore a human right, water as a

      resource should never be privatised, says Friends of the Earth International. 

      The organisation suggests that the international community should look to systems such as that in the

      Brazilian state of Rio Grande del Sul, where water companies are publicly owned yet financially independent

      of the government. 

      Management is based on models of civil society control over operations and public participation in making

      investment decisions. 

      This model has succeeded in providing affordable clean water to those who lack access and shows that

      public-sector solutions are viable, FoE declares. 

      About 5 per cent of the world's water is currently in private hands. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

US 'may drop Iraq resolution'

The United States has raised the  possibility of abandoning  attempts to agree a new United  Nations Security Council resolution on disarming Iraq. 

As France maintained its opposition  to American-led military action, US  Secretary of State Colin Powell said:

"The options are to go for a vote and  see what members say - or not go  for a vote." 

In a move to help British efforts to   secure a new resolution - and reduce some of the domestic political

pressure on Prime Minister Tony Blair - the US has also dropped its  insistence that a vote should be held this week. 

Negotiations at the UN are now thought likely to continue throughout  Friday and the weekend. 

The US, which has built up a massive military presence in the Gulf  region, has consistently said that it is prepared to go to war without UN   backing. 

BBC diplomatic correspondent Barnaby Mason says the next move will  partly depend on whether the Americans and the British conclude that a  French veto of a proposed resolution is inevitable. 

                 French plan 

The US announcements came after France outlined its own proposals to  achieve disarmament. 

France - which, along with Russia, has said it will veto any resolution  containing a military ultimatum - had earlier rejected the latest British  proposals for breaking the deadlock in the divided UN Security Council. 

These envisaged setting out six "tests" that Iraqi leader Saddam   Hussein would have to follow in order to avoid military action. 

France's stance led to harsh criticism  by the British Government, which  said France had injected poison into

the diplomatic bloodstream and had  rejected Britain's plan even before  the Iraqis. 

But the French Foreign Minister,  Dominique de Villepin, said his  country was open to "all solutions" in

order to preserve the unity of the Security Council. 

He said the aim was "to try, within   the logic of the (UN weapons)   inspectors' work, to determine both

 a work programme with  benchmarks, with criteria, and a  realistic and reasonable timeframe, that will allow forward movement on  the path of peaceful disarmament of  Iraq". 

But it remains highly improbable that  the French would accept any tests  which, like the British proposal,

involve the immediate threat of war. 

White House spokesman Ari Fleischer responded: "If you reject the logic  of ultimatum then you are saying Saddam has forever to disarm. 

"France seems to think Saddam will disarm on his own. The United   States and many other countries do not agree." 

                 Annan's appeal 

UN Secretary General Kofi Annan has appealed to members of the  Security Council to resolve their differences over Iraq and find a way of  working together. 

Mr Annan said that regardless of how the current issue was resolved,  the council and the world body would have a role to play in Iraq, in the   Middle East and on many other issues. 

                 In other developments: 

A UN weapons inspector is killed in a car crash near the Iraqi   capital Baghdad   Iraq says it will present a report on its disposal of VX nerve  agent on Friday, and on anthrax in a few days 

The US confirms it has deployed stealth bombers, its most  advanced warplanes, for a possible war with Iraq, as well as   moving about a dozen warships armed with Cruise missiles from  the Mediterranean to the Red Sea 

Former Saudi Arabian Petroleum Minister Sheikh Zaki Yamani  tells the BBC that if there is a war in Iraq, the main motive  behind US action will be the security of oil supplies 

The Arab League describes Iraq's cancellation of a planned  mission to Baghdad as a negative development 

The UN withdraws its observers from the Iraqi side of a   demilitarised zone with Kuwait in what they say is a

"precautionary step". 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Turtles return to nest in India
Thousands of endangered sea turtles have arrived back on the   Indian coast to lay their eggs. 

Wildlife activists say they are relieved to see the mass nesting of the  Olive Ridleys finally taking place in the eastern state of Orissa. 

There was no mass nesting last year  at any of Orissa's three important  egg-laying sites, which had caused

concern. 

But now the Wildlife Protection  Society of India says about 50,000  of the sea turtles have clambered              ashore to lay their eggs along just a  one-kilometre stretch of beach at the  mouth of the Rushikulya River. 

The mass nesting follows sporadic  arrivals of between 100 and 300  turtles in previous days. 

"News of the turtle nesting has come as a great relief to  conservationists," said the society's Belinda Wright. 

The mouth of the Rushikulya River is one of three key nesting areas in  Orissa, with the mouth of the Devi River and the Nasi Islands in  Gahirmatha. 

The wildlife society says there has  also been significant nesting of  turtles at Pentha beach in the Gahirmatha Marine Sanctuary this  year. 

It says about 10,000 turtles nested   there over a three-day period earlier  this month. 

But there has been no mass nesting - or arribada - yet in the Nasi Islands   which are renowned for this rare natural phenomenon. 

                 Threats 

Field watchers from the group have been deployed to help officials count  nesting turtles as well as to protect the eggs from predators such as  dogs, jackals, wild boar, hyenas, crows, eagles and gulls. 

The conservation organisation alleges that Olive Ridleys have been  killed by illegal trawler fishing in prohibited zones of the Rushikulya  River. 

It claims that more than 2,200 dead turtles have been counted on one  stretch of river in the last four months. 

The group says the Rushikulya River-mouth nesting-beach faces an  additional threat from a proposed crude oil terminal project. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters 
INTERVIEW - Migrating birds could be  Iraq war casualties

 SOUTH AFRICA: March 14, 2003

                JOHANNESBURG - The threat of war in Iraq has  ornithologists in a flap as millions of birds make their  way across the country on their annual spring  migration to northern breeding grounds. 

                "At this time of year, March-April, you have the greatest  number of birds in Iraq," said Phil Hockey, a migration  specialist with the Percy FitzPatrick Institute of African  Ornithology in Cape Town.

"From a biodiversity point of view this is the worst possible  time of the year to have a war there," Hockey told Reuters  in an interview yesterday.

                U.S. President George W. Bush has vowed to go to war to  disarm Iraq with or without U.N. backing and many analysts  expect an invasion within a few weeks.

                Iraq lies on a key migration route for many feathered   species that winter in Africa and breed in Europe and  western Russia in the summer.

                "Iraq's two major rivers (Tigris and Euphrates) are an   important part of the route for many long distance migrants,  including pelicans and storks, and for shore birds that breed   along the Caspian Sea and in central Asia," Hockey said.

                "A lot of the birds will be moving now, with the main   movement time from the middle of March to the end of  April."

                White storks that have wintered in South Africa and are en  route to nesting grounds in places like Estonia could give  up their migration if it took them over battle zones.

                "Long-distance migrants can't make it from their  non-breeding grounds to their breeding grounds in a single  flight," said Hockey.

                "They have to stop along the way and refuel and for a lot of  species these refuelling sites are traditional. If they are  prevented from doing so because of a disturbance they  could abort their migration or even starve to death," he said.

                IRAQ: A BIRD-WATCHER'S PARADISE

                Even if the birds push ahead with their migration,  war-related disruptions could see them arriving too late in  their northern nesting sites to complete their breeding  cycle.

                This is especially critical for birds that nest far in the north where the breeding season is quite brief.

                "It wouldn't be the first time in history that war has had a   significant impact on biodiversity," Hockey said.

                In African countries like Angola and Mozambique, civil wars   have decimated wildlife, with elephants poached for their  ivory and other species hunted to feed roving armies.

                Iraq's habitat and location make it a bird-watcher's paradise.

                "Southern Iraq has been identified as a globally important  hot spot for bird biodiversity, one of only three in the Middle  East. The marshes there are among the most important   wintering grounds for water birds in western Eurasia,"  Hockey said.

                Iraq is a vital breeding area for the marbled teal, with about  40 to 60 percent of the global population of this bird  breeding there.

                Iraq may also be crucial for the slender-billed curlew, an  extremely rare species that may only number 200  worldwide, Hockey said.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Dutch announce first CO2 trading   projects for Kyoto
NETHERLANDS: March 14, 2003

AMSTERDAM - The Netherlands yesterday approved  the first overseas sustainable energy projects it will

fund in order to cut greenhouse gases under the Kyoto  protocol. 

The Dutch will purchase emission credits through the 18  projects, which aim to cut carbon dioxide emissions by

more than 16 megatonnes, the environment ministry said in  a statement.

The 18 projects which focus on sustainable energy and  clean techologies, will take place in Bolivia, Brazil, China, Costa Rica, El Salvador, India, Indonesia, Jamaica and  Panama.

Under the 1997 Kyoto Protocol, countries are allowed to   fund projects such as wind parks, biomass-powered energy  plants and solar energy projects in developing countries and  get credits toward up to half their goal in cutting emissions.

  The Dutch have undertaken to cut greenhouse gas  emissions by six percent versus the level in 1990, during  the period 2008 to 2012, with half the decrease realised  outside the Netherlands.

A ministry spokeswoman declined say what the  Netherlands would pay to fund the projects.
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Thunderstorm kills 13 people in   eastern India

INDIA: March 14, 2003
CALCUTTA, India - At least 13 people were killed and  more than 500 injured when a thunderstorm lashed

eastern India, uprooting trees and destroying homes,  police said yesterday. 

Seven of the victims were killed when a tree fell on their  jeep and crushed it, said Narayan Chandra Ghosh, deputy  inspector general of police in the eastern state of West  Bengal.

Five people were killed when they were struck by lightning  when the Wednesday night storm, which was accompanied winds and hail, hit southern parts of the densely   populated state, he said.

"Of the more than 500 people injured, 56 are still in   hospital," Ghosh told Reuters.

Weather officials said the storm, which lasted for nearly two  hours, was unusual as such sudden squalls usually occur  in April.
_________________________________________________________________________________________

ROE  - MEDIA UPDATES
UNEP or UN in the news

Money in the air

Moscow, 12 March.  Margot Walstrem, European Environment Commissioner visited Moscow last week to persuade Russian authorities to ratify the Kyoto protocol.  A newspaper "Moskovski komsomolets" published an interview with her.  Ms. Walstrem believes that Russia does not fully realize the consequences of the global warming.  It is too dangerous to wait till all scientists agree on the issue of climate change.  We already know for sure about the negative impact on greenhouse gases on the environment.  Russia will benefit from emission quota trade.  It will bring Russia some 2.5 – 3 billion US$ per year.  The European Commission expects Russia to ratify the Protocol by September 2003.  Russia is going to hold a World Conference on Climate Change in autumn, where scientists will have an opportunity to express their opinion.  The European Union believes that  politically and economically Russia will gain from the ratification of the Kyoto protocol.

http://www.mk.ru/numbers/230/article7495.htm
General environment news

Britain launches new index of corporate virtue

LONDON - Britain unveiled a new measure of corporate virtue - the Corporate Responsibility Index - yesterday in an effort to encourage firms to strive for the moral high ground at a time when reputations are in the mud. The inaugural Corporate Responsibility Index, published by a business charity and backed by the government, ranks more than 100 companies on the basis of their performance in dealing with community, environmental, workplace and other social issues.

http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/20137/story.htm
Special expedition to clean the lake Baikal

Moscow, 11 March.  Special expedition to clean the bottom of Baikal will be set up by the Ministry of Emergencies of the Russian Federation this summer.  The task of the expedition will be to lift 15 sunk ships

containing fuel which go to ruin and will considerably damage the environment of the lake.  The same expeditions are planned to clean the Seas of Karsk, Okhotsk and White sea.

http://www.izv.info/community/news41583#2
Enterprise to clean Altai region from space garbage to be closed

Moscow, 12 March. The public enterprise "Zont" (Umbrella) responsible for cleaning the territory of Altai (Far East of Russia) from fragments of carrier rockets' stages will be closed because of lack of funds. Since 1959

metallic fragments from some 400 space ships fell on the territory of the Altai Republic .  Their weight is estimated at some 2 - 2.5 thousand tons, more than 23.5 thousand square kilometres or some 25 % of the territory of Altai are cluttered by them.

http://www.izv.info/tech/news41666#2
________________________________________________________________________________________

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA - NEWS UPDATE

14 March 2003

Policy Makers Urged to Examine Ecological Sources of Conflict

UN Integrated Regional Information Networks: NAIROBI, 13 March (IRIN) - African policy makers should move beyond "traditional" methods of conflict management, that have so far failed to produce tangible solutions to conflicts in the region, researchers argue. Instead they should adopt an integrated approach which takes into account ecological sources of conflict, if their efforts to bring peace to the region are to be successful. This relatively new school of thought is being advanced by conflict management scholars, who seek to incorporate an environmental perspective into diplomatic efforts aimed at resolving and preventing wars in the sub-Saharan region. At a meeting, held this week in Nairobi, experts said conflict management approaches had largely focused on political sources of conflict, which simply acted as triggers, rather than the root causes of conflict in the region. Diplomatic approaches traditionally used in the region have largely focused on the text-book concepts of conflict management, notably "conflict resolution", "conflict management" and "post conflict disarmament and rehabilitation", they argued. The meeting, jointly organized by the Nairobi-based African Center Technological Studies (ACTS) and the Freidrich Ebert Stiftung Foundation (FES), a German funding agency, urged policy makers to adhere to the principles of good governance and fair use and distribution of natural resources.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200303130328.html
USAID helps spotlight environmental concerns in Central Africa 

Kinshasa, DR Congo (PANA) - A US-sponsored international workshop on the environment in Central Africa has been slated for 17-19 March in Kinshasa, with some 60 participants expected from America, Europe and the Central African sub region, official sources in the Congolese capital indicated. A US embassy statement said delegates would come mainly from international nature conservation and development NGOs, US government agencies, and sub regional bodies such as the Ministerial Conference on Central African Forests (COMIFAC). It said the workshop would elaborate technical approaches to the conservation of the sub region's rain forests and their biodiversity. Participating organizations are all partners in the Central African Regional Programme for Environment (CARPE) financed by the US Agency for International Development (USAID), the statement affirmed. It said USAID initiated CARPE in 1995 "with a view to identifying and establishing the requisite conditions and practices for the conservation and sustainable use of natural resources in the Congo River Basin." The US embassy said the programme provides an ideal platform for American support to the Congo Basin Forest Partnership (CBFP), which received special mention from Secretary of State Colin Powell at last year's World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) in Durban, South Africa.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng044701&dte=13/03/2003
House Starts Arid Areas Water Debate

The Nation (Nairobi): Parliament started debating a motion urging the Government to construct at least 10 dams and 10 boreholes in each constituency in the arid and semi-arid areas. The private member's motion argued that because of the changing rainfall patterns, the areas should be given priority in water provision services. The motion was supported by a minister in the Vice-President's office, Mrs. Linah Kilimo. But she said the motion should be amended to include all areas with persistent water shortages.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200303130201.html
Anti Flood Disaster Committee Inaugurated

Accra Mail (Accra): In view of the coming rainy season, the Ministry of Local Government and Rural Development and the Accra Metropolitan Assembly (AMA) are making feverish preparations to avert the recurrence of the flood disasters that hit parts of Accra in 1995 and 2001 and caused serious destruction to life and property. To avoid a similar disaster, the Minister of Local Government has established an Emergency Anti-Floods Committee to carryout some specific functions. The committee has been tasked to mount a sustained educational and publicity campaign to residents within a distance of 100 feet of Odaw River and other flood prone areas, notably Avenor, Kpehe, Alajo, Abelemkpe and Maamobi. He said the committee has been charged to monitor the rainfall pattern and be ready to give the order for evacuating several homes before floodwaters develop and set up emergency disaster centres to deal with any flood situation.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200303130788.html
Cyclone devastates Rodrigues Island in Mauritius 

Port Louis, Mauritius (PANA) - A powerful cyclone "Kalunde" on Wednesday night devastated Rodrigues Island, 350 km north-west of Mauritius, official sources said here Thursday. The director of the Mauritius meteorological services, Soobiraj Sok Appadu, told PANA in Port Louis that the eye of the cyclone passed just 20 km from the island. For nearly 30 hours, gusty winds blowing at 200 km per hour had damaged power supply and telephone lines and devastated crops on the island. Rodrigues Island's chief commissioner Serge Clair on Thursday appealed for national and international solidarity to assist those affected by the disaster.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng044769&dte=13/03/2003
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Prepared by News Services Section





DH/3849
http://www.un.org/News/







13 March 2003



T H U R S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
Annan appeals again for Security Council unity in dealing with Iraq

*
Iraq: 3 more banned missiles, 7 warheads destroyed under UN oversight

*
UN panel awards $223 million in damages for Iraq’s 1990 invasion of Kuwait

*
IAEA calls for tougher precautions against terrorist ‘dirty bomb’

*
UN legal counsel in Cambodia for talks on special court for Khmer Rouge

*
Presidents of UN tribunal, General Assembly deplore Serb premier’s assassination

*
Annan, US official discuss galvanizing more support to fight HIV/AIDS crisis

*
DR of Congo: UN panel on illegal exploitation of resources set to restart work

*
UN appeals urgently for food aid for 15 million hungry in East and West Africa

*
General Assembly decides to open 58th annual session on 16 September

*
Top UN human rights body set to open 2003 session in Geneva 

*
UNESCO, Russia to cooperate on education in Chechnya

*
Eating fruits and vegetables could reduce risk of various cancers, UN reports

* * * * 

Iraq: Secretary-General

13 March – United Nations Secretary General Kofi Annan made yet another appeal today for united Security Council action in ridding Iraq of weapons of mass destruction as the 15-member body continued to wrestle over whether to give UN inspectors more time or to declare Baghdad in default by next Monday.

“I think what is important is that governments have to find a way of working together,” Mr. Annan said in reply to reporters’ questions at UN Headquarters in New York. “Regardless of how this crisis or the current issue is resolved, the Council will have to work together, and the Members States will have to work together to deal with the situation in Iraq, in the Middle East and in many other issues.”

The Secretary-General said he had spoken to British Prime Minister Tony Blair on Monday night and “he seemed very genuinely looking for a compromise and a way forward.” He also said Brazilian President Luis Inacio Lula da Silva had sent him a message proposing a summit meeting of world leaders, not necessarily Security Council members, who are also searching for “a compromise to get us out of this crisis.”

The United States, United Kingdom and Spain have introduced a draft resolution that presents Iraq with a 17 March deadline to cooperate fully with disarmament demands, which France says it will veto. France, Germany, the Russian Federation and other Council members have voiced opposition to action at this time and seek continued and enhanced weapons inspections. 

After meeting with the Russian and British Ambassadors on Wednesday, Mr. Annan is holding a series of one-on-one meetings with the remaining Council members today. He is “urging them to continue their strenuous efforts to find compromise and exploring with them what might be done to further their objective to define a united position,” spokesman Fred Eckhard said at a press briefing.

The Council has scheduled closed-door consultations this afternoon to continue discussions on Iraq.

* * *

Iraq: inspections

13 March – United Nations arms inspectors supervised the destruction of three more banned Iraqi missiles and seven warheads today as they continued to scour food plants for possible evidence of biological or chemical weapons.

The destruction of Al Samoud 2 missiles, banned because they can exceed the 150-kilometre range imposed by Security Council resolutions, and their warheads brought the total to 61 and 35, respectively, since the 1 March deadline set for starting the process. Twenty-two fin-tail sections were also destroyed.

Meanwhile, a biological team from the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC) inspected the Fasten Frozen Foods Co. Ltd, which produces dairy products, including ice cream, yogurt and cheese, while a chemical team visited the State Company for Canned Foods. That facility was found closed due to a holiday.

In other news, one inspector was killed and another injured in a traffic accident involving an UNMOVIC vehicle. The name and nationality of the dead inspector are being withheld until the next-of-kin have been informed. A spokesman for UNMOVIC in Baghdad said an inquiry is being conducted into how the accident occurred. “The UNMOVIC colleagues’ thoughts are with his family at this difficult time,” Hiro Ueki said.

* * *
Iraq/Kuwait

13 March – The governing council of the United Nations panel set up to process claims and pay compensation for losses and damage suffered as a result of Iraq’s invasion and occupation of Kuwait in 1990-1991 awarded a further $223.2 million today, bringing to $44 billion the total awarded so far.

At its 47th session in Geneva, the UN Compensation Commission (UNCC) awarded $192 million of today’s amount to Kuwait for individual business losses and losses of private sector corporations and entities. 

The UNCC has already resolved over 99 per cent of the 2.6 million claims before it, amounting to approximately $350 billion. The resolved claims now total just over $44 billion in compensation out of more than $150 billion in claims. Money for the awards come from the UN Compensation Fund, which receives up to 30 per cent of the revenue generated by Iraqi petroleum exports under the UN’s oil-for-food programme.

The Governing Council is the policy-making organ of the UNCC, a subsidiary organ of the UN Security Council, and its composition is the same as that of the 15-member body at any given time. The UNCC today elected Germany to a two-year term as its president, replacing Norway.

* * *

IAEA

13 March – With fears heightened that terrorists might obtain a “dirty bomb,” a conference organized by the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) concluded today with a call for stronger national and international security over the sources and illicit trafficking of radioactive materials.

“High-risk radioactive sources that are not under secure and regulated control, including so-called ‘orphan’ sources, raise serious security and safety concerns,” the International Conference on Security of Radioactive Sources said at the conclusion of a three-day meeting in Vienna. “Effective national infrastructures for the safe and secure management of vulnerable and dangerous radioactive sources are essential for ensuring the long-term security and control of such sources.”

Orphaned sources are those that, due to loss, theft, or abandonment, have fallen outside official regulatory control. In some countries, regulatory control of radioactive sources, used extensively in medicine and industry, remains weak, IAEA said. Global fears that terrorists could use radioactive sources to make radiological dispersal devices, or so-called dirty bombs, escalated after the September 2001 terrorist attacks in the United States.

To effectively deal with the threat the conference called for new international initiatives aimed at facilitating the location, recovery and securing of high-risk radioactive sources throughout the world, under IAEA aegis. Key recommendations included stronger measures to detect, interdict and respond to illicit trafficking in such sources and concerted efforts by all states and the IAEA to enhance current national and international arrangements to respond proactively to the possible malevolent use of such materials.

More than 700 delegates from over 120 countries and global law enforcement agencies attended the conference, which was co-sponsored by the Russian Federation and the United States in co-operation with the European Commission (EC), the European Police Office (EUROPOL), the International Criminal Police Organization (ICPO–Interpol) and the World Customs Organization (WCO).

* * *

Cambodia

13 March – The United Nations Legal Counsel, Hans Corell, met today with a senior Cambodian official in Phnom Penh to discuss the work programme for negotiations on the remaining parts of a draft agreement concerning the trial of Khmer Rouge leaders.

Mr. Corell also met for more than an hour with King Norodom Sihanouk, while Senior Minister Sok An was scheduled to meet later in the day with the full UN delegation, according to a UN spokesman.

Tomorrow, Mr. Corell is expected to meet with representatives from non-governmental organizations and then with Cambodia’s Supreme Council.

The UN delegation’s trip to Cambodia is expected to wrap up on 17 March, one day before Secretary-General Kofi Annan is due to report to the General Assembly on progress regarding the trials.

The meetings in Phnom Penh follow those held in January in New York when a Cambodian delegation led by Sok An met with Mr. Corell for a series of exploratory talks on the establishment of a special court to try the former Khmer Rouge leaders.

* * *
Serbia and Montenegro


13 March – The United Nations International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) today deplored the assassination on Wednesday of Serbian Prime Minister Zoran Djindjic, whose cooperation led to handing over ex-Yugoslav leader Slobodan Milosevic to the UN court.

“(ICTY) President Judge Theodor Meron expressed his shock and horror at the tragic events in Belgrade, namely the despicable assassination of the Prime Minister of Serbia, Zoran Djindjic,” the Tribunal said in a statement issued in The Hague. “Mr. Djindjic’s cooperation with the Tribunal brought international justice closer to a region which saw terrible atrocities. His death is a heavy blow to individual accountability for violations of international humanitarian law and to the rule of law.”  

At the opening of the UN General Assembly meeting today, Assembly President Jan Kavan of the Czech Republic repeated the shock and sadness he expressed yesterday at Mr. Djindjic’s assassination. “I feel personally very strongly about this and share the pain caused by this cruel act as Zoran was a friend of mine and a former fellow human rights dissident,” he said.

“I have worked with him when we were both dissidents… and lastly when we were both in top government positions (we) endeavoured to work for democratic Central Europe as our contribution to better conditions in Europe and the world,” Mr. Kavan said, adding that he perceived this deplorable act as “a challenge to us all and as a reminder that we have to continue to help to consolidate democratic forces throughout the world.” 

* * *

HIV/AIDS

13 March – With an estimated 43 million people now living with HIV/AIDS worldwide, the United Nations Secretary-General, Kofi Annan, met today with the Chair of the Global Fund Against AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria to discuss a variety of issues on galvanizing support to combat the crisis.

In April 2001, Mr. Annan issued a call to action for the creation of the Global Fund, a public-private partnership to strengthen coordination of a sustainable contribution to reduce infections, illness and death caused by HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria. The Secretary-General is patron of the Fund.

According to a UN spokesman, today’s meeting would cover the $15 billion pledge for AIDS announced by US President George W. Bush, the food crisis in Africa and its relation to AIDS, and the follow-up to the Group of 8 most industrialized countries’ (G-8) meeting on food security in Africa held at the beginning of the month. The US Ambassador to the UN, John D. Negroponte, and other senior UN officials also attended the luncheon.

Speaking to the press before the meeting with Mr. Annan, Fund Chairman Tommy Thompson, US Secretary for Health and Human Services, said President Bush “is advocating a $15 billion commitment to fight HIV/AIDS,” $1 billion of which would go into the Global Fund.

“We are trying to get non-governmental organizations, private companies as well as other countries to realize the importance of this tremendous fight,” Mr. Thompson added. “We need more involvement from other countries and that’s why the luncheon with Kofi Annan and John Negroponte is so important.”

* * *

DR of Congo

13 March – An expert panel investigating the illegal exploitation of natural resources and other forms of wealth in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) has gathered at United Nations Headquarters in New York for consultations before heading to the Great Lakes region to begin its work.

The five-member Panel is expected to arrive in Nairobi on 24 March to begin holding a series of meetings with companies, individuals and Governments identified in the Expert’s most recent report as participating in illicit or criminal exploitation of raw materials in the DRC. The talks are expected to last a few weeks, and those named in the report will then have until late May to formulate their reactions.

While in Nairobi, the Panel will also aim to work out a procedure for an exchange of information, which will take place within approximately two or three weeks of those initial meetings with companies, individuals and Governments. The secretariat will publish the parties’ reactions as an attachment to the Panel’s last report by 20 June.

In late January, the Security Council unanimously adopted a resolution reiterating its commitment to take action to help end the plundering of resources in the DRC in support of peace and stability in the entire Great Lakes region, and extended the Panel’s mandate for six months.

Under its new mandate, the Panel is tasked with recommending measures that could be taken to ensure that the DRC’s resources are legally extracted, on a fair commercial basis to benefit the Congolese people. The Experts also have been asked to review their previous recommendations in order to reinforce and update their findings to reflect new concerns, such as how capacity building and reforms in the region are affecting exploitation activities. The Panel will present a briefing to the Security Council after three months of fieldwork and submit a report at the end of its mission to UN Secretary-General, Kofi Annan.

“Our new mandate is a challenging one,” said Ambassador Mahmoud Kassem of Egypt, the Panel’s Chair. “In carrying it out, the Panel hopes to contribute concretely to advancing the peace process in the DRC.” He added that in the coming months, the Experts look forward to establishing a constructive and open dialogue, which will be of great mutual interest, with all concerned parties.

Along with Ambassador Kassem, the Panel includes Alf Görsjö of Sweden, Mel Holt of the United States, Bruno Schiemsky of Belgium and Ismaila Seck of Senegal. An additional Panel member will be named in the coming weeks.

* * *

Africa: hunger

13 March – Two United Nations bodies appealed urgently today for international food aid to help nearly 15 million people facing severe malnutrition and starvation in East and West Africa, where drought and poor harvests have disrupted food supplies.


The UN World Food Programme (WFP) warned that 11 million people in Ethiopia urgently needed food and other assistance, while a further 1.4 million in neighbouring Eritrea had been hit hard by drought. Relief stocks in both countries will run out in the coming months, the WPF said in a statement in Nairobi.


The UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) said almost two million people face serious food shortages in five countries west of the Sahel. Drought and poor harvests in Cape Verde, the Gambia, Mali, Mauritania and Senegal as well as political instability in Côte d’Ivoire, have combined to leave many people in need of urgent food assistance, the FAO said in a statement in Rome.


  Noting that millions of people in Ethiopia and Eritrea are surviving thanks to international relief assistance, the WPF said: “However, more support is urgently needed to avert severe malnutrition and starvation from July, when people traditionally face the worst food shortages during the lean season, which precedes the main harvest.”


Of Ethiopia, Holdbrook Arthur, WFP Regional Director for Eastern and Central Africa, said: “If more donations are not received urgently, food distributions will have to be halted by the end of June.” In Eritrea, where 1.4 million people are affected by drought and an additional 900,000 are displaced or recovering from the recent war, food aid stocks will dry up by the end of April, “just one month from now.” 


“So far, only 58 per cent of the 1.4 million metric tons of food required in Ethiopia has been pledged, leaving a huge shortfall of more than 600,000 metric tons.” Mr. Arthur added. “Time is rapidly running out for help to arrive in Eritrea. An irreversible spectre of widespread malnutrition and starvation is becoming a reality with each day that passes.”

Anne M. Bauer, Director for FAO’s Emergency Operations and Rehabilitation, said that in West Africa, “A whole series of factors have created a situation where people who were normally self-sufficient and could buy their own food can no longer do so.”


Noting that a joint FAO and WFP appeal last December for $28 million for the area has so far received only 23 per cent of the total and the situation continues to deteriorate, she said: “The lean period, when family food stocks have been depleted, normally begins in June or July but it has already started in many parts of West Africa.”

* * *

General Assembly

13 March – The United Nations General Assembly today fixed 16 September as the beginning of its next annual regular session, the world body’s fifty-eighth.

The Assembly adopted without a vote a resolution also amending its rules of procedure concerning the opening date of its annual regular session and decided on the day and duration of the session’s general debate, during which Heads of State and Government traditionally address the 191-member body.

The resolution changed the wording of Rule 1 of the Assembly’s rules of procedure to read: “The General Assembly shall meet every year in regular session commencing on the Tuesday of the third week in September, counting from the first week that contains at least one working day.” Previously, the Assembly had begun its regular session on the Tuesday following the second Monday in September.

The decision also set the general debate for the Tuesday following the opening of the Assembly’s regular session, to be held without interruption over a period of nine working days. This year’s debate will begin on 23 September and end on 3 October.

* * *

Human Rights

13 March – The United Nations Commission on Human Rights is set to open its annual six-week session in Geneva, which, for the first time in the panel’s near 60-year history, will include a High-Level segment where top government officials will debate key human rights concerns.

The Commission’s fifty-ninth session will begin on17 March and run through 25 April.  The UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Sergio Vieira de Mello, is expected to open the four-day High-Level segment on Monday afternoon, and through Friday, heads of government and intergovernmental organizations, and other dignitaries will address the Commission on a range of important issues related to the protection and promotion of human rights.

Composed of representatives of 53 States, the Commission will consider its long-established themes, including economic, social and cultural rights; civil and political rights, including the questions of torture and detention, disappearances and summary executions, freedom of expression; and the human rights of women, children, migrant workers, minorities and displaced persons. Typically, more than 3,000 delegates from member and observer States and from non-governmental organizations (NGOs) participate.

Along with examining the work of its Sub-Commission and relevant treaty-monitoring bodies, the panel will consider the work of national human rights institutions and advisory services, as well as international efforts to ensure technical cooperation in the field of human rights. As is its traditional practice, the Commission will take up the reports of its various individual experts and thematic Special Rapporteurs who examine specific issues or country situations. 

Those discussions will be highlighted this year by the first report of the Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health. Another highlight will be the first report of the newly created Working Group of Experts on People of African Descent, which aims to study the problems of racial discrimination faced by people of African descent living in the diaspora. 

The Commission is also set to tackle a number of issues and questions carried over from its last session, including a further review of its working methods. The panel will likely discuss ways to ensure – under new meeting allotment and resource guidelines in place throughout the UN – to allocate time for experts to adequately address their areas of specific interest, and also allow it to maintain and strengthen the very special and privileged relationship it has developed with civil society.

The worsening human rights situation in the occupied Palestinian territories dominated the discussions in Geneva last year – in terms of general and special debates, as well as in resolutions and decisions adopted. The Commission will look at this situation again this year, and examine other emerging issues such as access to medication in the context of pandemics such as HIV/AIDS, and the situation of Muslim and Arab peoples in various parts of the world in the aftermath of the events of 11 September 2001.

* * *

UNESCO

13 March – The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) and the Russian Federation are set to enter into an agreement to help restore the education system in Chechnya.

Under the aide-memoire to be signed tomorrow in Paris by UNESCO Director-General Koïchiro Matsuura and Russian Education Minister Vladimir Filipov, priority will be given to three areas: nutritional and health education of children, psychological and social rehabilitation of children, and advice on the creation of an education complex and the establishment of a programme to develop national education capacities.

The signing follows proposals contained in a recent assessment of education in Chechnya, prepared by Russian education officials and their Chechen counterparts, with technical support from UNESCO. It also follows a meeting last 10 February between Mr. Matsuura and Russian President Vladimir Putin, during which ways of improving the education system in Chechnya were discussed.

* * *

WHO


13 March – A new scientific review by the United Nations health agency has revealed that eating fruits and vegetables may lower the risk of cancer, particularly those in the gastrointestinal tract.


“In many studies, there is a fairly consistent association of higher levels of fruits and vegetables intake with some reduction in cancer risk,” said Paul Kleihues, Director of the World Health Organization’s (WHO) International Agency of Research on Cancer (IARC), which coordinates and conducts research on the causes of human cancer and develops strategies for cancer control.


IARC brought together 22 scientists from 10 countries for an international review of a wide-range of research findings. The working group, which met in France, estimated that one in ten cancers in western populations are due to an insufficient intake of fruits and vegetables. Although variable around the world, this fraction is expected to be higher in regions where the intake of fruits and vegetables is lower.


“This, plus the evidence of beneficial effects of fruits and vegetables on other major diseases such as heart disease, indicates that individuals and communities should increase their intake of these foods,” Mr. Kleihues said. “This is an important message for governments, the food industry and consumers.”


Though the results are persuasive for cancers overall, according to the working group’s chairman, Tony McMichael, the evidence for any particular type of cancer in relation to fruits and vegetables intake is uncertain.


“Individual dietary habits are complex, and they are accompanied by various other personal behaviours, such as smoking and alcohol consumption, that can also affect cancer risk,” Mr. McMichael said. “So, it is not easy to get conclusive evidence on diet-cancer relationships.”


The high-level scientists said the clearest evidence of a cancer-protective effect of eating more fruits was for stomach, lung and oesophageal cancers.

· *** *

__________________________________________________________________________________________











13 March 2003

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General, and Richard Sydenham, Spokesman for the General Assembly President.


Good afternoon, and a welcome to our visiting journalists from Uzbekistan.

**Secretary-General on Iraq

The Secretary-General today spoke to the press on entering the building, and was asked about the problems in the dialogue between the French and the United States on Iraq, to which he responded, “The governments have to find a way of working together”.

Regardless of how this crisis is resolved, he said, the Security Council and the Member States will have to work together to deal with Iraq, the Middle East and many other issues.  The divisions that have surfaced, he said, should not be long ones that will prevent the Council from tackling the major issues ahead.

He added, “Regardless of how this issue is resolved, the Council will have a role, and the UN will have a role to play in Iraq and beyond”.

We have the full transcript of his remarks.

**Secretary-General Meets Security Council Members
The Secretary-General is continuing to meet with members of the Security Council today.  He saw the Russian and UK representatives yesterday, as you know, and by the end of today he should have seen all 15 members.

He will be urging them to continue their strenuous efforts to find compromise and exploring with them what might be done to further their objective to define a united position on Iraq.

As always, he feels they are most effective when they work together.

These meetings are all one-on-one and we’ll have no readouts for you.

**Security Council 
The Security Council held consultations last night, as you know on Iraq during which the United Kingdom circulated a non-paper.  Consultations are scheduled to resume this afternoon at 3 p.m.

A two-day Security Council open debate on Iraq to hear the views of non-members concluded yesterday during which 53 Member States spoke.

**UNMOVIC

We’re still waiting for the daily report from Baghdad on the activities of the weapons inspectors today, and as soon as it comes in we’ll squawk it.

**UN Compensation Commission
Earlier today in Geneva, the UN Compensation Commission for Iraq approved awards totalling more than $223.2 million.  Of this total, $192 million was awarded to Kuwait for individual business and private sector corporation losses. 

The governing council also elected the Permanent Representative of Germany to the UN Headquarters in Geneva, Ambassador Walter Lewalter, to a two-year term as President of the Commission.

As you know, the Compensation Commission is a subsidiary body of the Security Council established by the Council in 1991 to process claims and pay compensation for losses resulting from Iraq's invasion and occupation of Kuwait.

We have a press release with more details in my office.

**Cambodia
In Phnom Penh, Cambodia, today, UN Legal Counsel Hans Corell met with Senior Minister Sok An to discuss the programme of work their delegations will deal with as they negotiate on the remaining parts of a draft agreement concerning a trial of Khmer Rouge leaders.

Corell also met for more than an hour today with King Norodom Sihanouk.  And in the afternoon, Sok An will meet with him, each side with their full delegations.

Tomorrow, Corell will meet with representatives from non-governmental organizations and then with Cambodia’s Supreme Council.  In the afternoon, Sok An will again meet with the full UN delegation.

The UN delegation’s trip to Cambodia is expected to wrap up on 17 March, one day before the Secretary-General is due to report back to the General Assembly on progress regarding these trials.

**Djindjic
The International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia today issued a statement in which its President, Judge Theodor Meron, expressed his shock and horror at the assassination of Serbian Prime Minister Zoran Djindjic, whose cooperation with the Tribunal had brought international justice closer to a region that had seen terrible atrocities.

His death, the Tribunal said, is a heavy blow to individual accountability for violations of international humanitarian law, and to the rule of law.

**Secretary-General Lunch
The Secretary-General has invited US Secretary for Health and Human Services, Tommy Thompson, for lunch today here at UN Headquarters, to discuss the Global Fund Against AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria.  US Ambassador to the United Nations, John Negroponte, and UN officials will also attend the lunch, at which the Secretary-General is also expected to discuss the $15 billion pledge for AIDS announced by President Bush, the food crisis in Africa and its relation to AIDS and the follow up to the Group of 8 meeting on food security in Africa.

Mr. Thompson was elected Chairman of the Fund in January and the Secretary-General is a patron of the Fund.

**Ethiopia-Eritrea
The World Food Programme today warns that more food aid is urgently needed to avert severe human suffering in drought-affected Ethiopia and Eritrea, where relief stocks will run out in the approaching months.

**Press Releases
One press release we would like to highlight for you today is from the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, UNESCO, announcing an Aide-Memoire to be signed tomorrow with the Russian Federation on restoring the education system in Chechnya.  It says cooperation will be based on a recent assessment of education needs in Chechnya conducted by Russian and Chechen education officials with technical support provided by UNESCO.

**Secretary-General’s Lecture Series
Finally, we would like to say that there’s a fourth lecture about to take place tomorrow in the Secretary-General’s Lecture Series.  Jeffrey Sachs, Secretary-General’s Special Advisor on the Millennium Development Goals, Jagdish Bhagwati, Professor in Economics at Columbia University, and Joseph Stiglitz, Professor in Economics and Finance at Columbia University, and winner for the Nobel Prize in Economics, will discuss “Globalization:  Winners and Losers”.  The lecture will take place in the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) Chamber and will start at 1:30 p.m.  That’s tomorrow.

The series focuses on topics at the forefront of the humanities and natural sciences.  The Secretary-General believes it will create a strengthened framework for dialogue and mutual understanding in the United Nations community.

The lecture is open to delegates, staff, non-governmental organizations and the media.
That’s all I have for you.

**Questions and Answers

Question:  Did you give the time and venue?

Spokesman:  Time for the lecture?

Question:  Yes, time and locations?

Spokesman:  1:30, ECOSOC chamber.  Yes?

Question:  Which countries met with the Secretary-General yesterday?

Spokesman:  Yesterday was Russia at Russia’s request; the UK at the Secretary-General’s request.  The other 13 members he is meeting today at his request.  Serge?

Question:  Fred, you mentioned that the Secretary-General is not… What is he trying to achieve now with the members of the Security Council?  What is his goal?

Spokesman:  I thought I said in my statement “he’ll be urging them to continue their strenuous efforts to find compromise and exploring with them what might be done further to further their objective to define a united position on Iraq”.  I mean, what else can he do?  He’s not a member of the Council.


Question:  Yeah, but Fred, you have a divided Council.  So, what is his suggestion to…on one side you have…

Spokesman:  What would you prefer, that he do nothing?  The Council is divided.  He’s trying to help to the extent he can by talking through the issues with them and exploring how the differences might be bridged.

Question:  What about Iraq?  Why doesn’t he talk to Iraq, because Iraq is one of the main questions of this situation?

Spokesman:  He is not ready to engage in unilateral diplomacy with a Member State.  He’s talking with members of the Council.  And what he sees at stake is the Charter provision for united action.  He, as a defender of the Charter, he feels that if the Council can remain united, that’s in the best interests of the United Nations and the rule of law.  And I think that’s something that he wants to try to protect.

Question:  Last time he went to Baghdad.  He was able diffuse the situation by going to Baghdad.  Now he’s refused to go to Baghdad and one of the problems is Baghdad.

Spokesman:  Last time in 1998, the inspectors had been blocked.  They had not been permitted to conduct inspections of presidential sites and he therefore felt he had a role to play.  Today, the inspections process is going full blast.  So, I don’t think he feels there’s the same need for personal diplomacy in Baghdad.  Richard?

Spokesman for General Assembly President

Good afternoon.

At the opening of the General Assembly plenary this morning, President Kavan expressed his shock and sadness at the assassination of Serbian Prime Minister Zoran Djindjic.  “I feel personally very strongly about this”, the President said, “and share the pain caused by this cruel act, as Zoran was a friend of mine and a former fellow human rights dissident.  I have worked with him when we were both dissidents… and lastly when we were both in top government positions we endeavoured to work for democratic Central Europe as our contribution to better conditions in Europe and the world”.  President Kavan said he perceived this deplorable act as “a challenge to us all and as a reminder that we have to continue to help to consolidate democratic forces throughout the world”.

The General Assembly then decided by consensus on the dates for the next session, the fifty-eighth session, which will open on Tuesday, 16 September and the general debate will start on Tuesday, 23 September and last for nine working days ending on Friday, 3 October.  This current fifty-seventh session will close on 15 September.

Any questions?

Question:  (Inaudible) Do you have anything on that?

Spokesman for General Assembly President:  I don’t have anything. I don’t believe anything has been received in the president’s office yet, as far as I am aware.

Question:  I was told that the Security Council is seized of the matter; that the General Assembly, as a body cannot intervene.  But there are provisions in the Charter for the Assembly to intervene.  The president of the Assembly did not feel any idea that he can become involved in this situation even if the Assembly is not there?  Because we don’t hear from the president of Assembly any more on international questions?  Did he have any views?  Any ideas?

Spokesman for General Assembly President:  Actually the president has been quoted quite extensively on his personal views about the situation, most recently in the Australian and Japanese media.  But while the matter is in the Security Council, I think we have to wait and see how events unfold.

Thank you.

* *** *

_________________________________________________________________________________________
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