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Ghana Ratifies Catagena Protocol On Biosafety
October 13, 2003 

Ghana has become the 49th country to ratify the Catagena Protocol on Biosafety - a key international law to guide

the environmentally sound and safe management of modern biotechnology.

Mr. Alex Owusu-Biney, National Project Co-ordinator of the United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP) and Global Environmental Facility (GEF) on Development of National Biosafety Foundation for Ghana, said the protocol became legally binding as an international law on September 11, this year.

The Catagena Protocol on Biosafety is a treaty that sets out a comprehensive regulatory system for ensuring the safe transfer, handling and use of genetically modified organisms across national borders.

Speaking at a public forum organised by the National Bio-safety Committee in Kumasi, Mr Owusu-Biney said guidelines developed by the committee were being reviewed as part of the national bio-safety framework development process.

He said the concern of the government to develop a bio-safety regime led to the establishment of a Technical Focal Point at the Biotechnology and Nuclear Agricultural Research Institute of the Ghana Atomic Energy Commission.

Mr. Owusu-Biney said currently, survey information was being captured into a national database on bio-safety in Ghana and inventories of the surveyed information were being developed and would be published in the last quarter of the project, which ends in April 2004.

Professor E.V. Doku, a member of the National Bio-safety Committee and a lecturer at the Crop Science Department, University of Ghana, Legon, asked Ghanaians to regard biotechnology as a promising technology for the increase in food production and the provision of better health facilities.
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Gulf Daily News

'Green' workshop gets underway 

                  A WORKSHOP on Priority Environmental Indicators opened at  the Diplomat Radisson SAS Hotel yesterday. 

                 The three-day event is being organised by the United  Nations Environment Programme Regional Office for West  Asia (UNEP/ROWA) and the Arab League under the patronage  of Public Commission for the Protection of Marine Resources,  Environment and Wildlife head and Southern Governor Shaikh  Abdulla bin Hamad Al Khalifa.

                 Themes addressed will include freshwater and land resources and the coastal and marine environment.

                 Taking part are representatives of Arab countries, NGOs and  members of regional and international organisation. 
______________________________________________________________________________________

Medical Letter on the CDC & FDA

October 12, 2003

HEADLINE: SKIN CANCER: Two UN agencies and partners launch campaign to prevent overexposure to sun
      BODY:

      Two United Nations agencies and their partners have launched a set of new educational materials to help

children around the world become more aware of the dangers from ultraviolet radiation (UV) from the sun and  to take the measures to prevent the risks of skin cancers, cataracts, and other conditions caused by overexposure.

The U.N. World Health Organization (WHO), the UN Environment Program (UNEP) and other partners in the  Intersun Project are targeting children because they are both most vulnerable and most exposed to UV, the

agencies said. 

      "As a significant part of a person's lifetime exposure to UV comes before the age of 18, it is obvious that

educating children and young people about the dangers of UV exposure is key to preventing the      consequences of this, and school programs have been shown to be the most effective way of reaching and  educating children," WHO Director-General Lee Jong-wook said in Geneva.

      The School Sun Protection Package - launched on the occasion of the International Day for the Preservation

of the Ozone Layer comprises three booklets that guide schools and teachers on how to develop effective  sun education programs and materials to evaluate the effectiveness of such initiatives.

      WHO said between 2 and 3 million new cases of nonmalignant melanomas and more than 130,000 new

melanoma skin cancer cases occur worldwide. An estimated 66,000 deaths occur annually from melanoma

and other skin cancers.

This article was prepared by Medical Letter on the CDC &  FDA editors from staff and other reports.

      http://www.NewsRx.net 

      LOAD-DATE: October 3, 2003 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

 The Nation

HEADLINE: Kenya;   Top Judges' Seminar On Environment Ends Today 

      BODY: 

      A two-day environmental symposium for senior judges from across Africa closes at a Nairobi hotel today. 

      The workshop, hosted by United Nations Environmental Programme, attracted participants from Kenya,

      Tanzania, Uganda, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Ghana, Liberia, Nigeria, Sierra Leone, The Gambia, South Africa, and

      Egypt. They included seven chief justices. In his opening remarks, Chief Justice Evan Gicheru said the

      judiciary was an integral and crucial partner in sustainable development. 

      "In an effort to support development, we must strive to facilitate access to justice by embracing various

      reform initiatives to achieve this end," he said. 

      He asked judges to assist achieve this by giving due consideration to the environment in their judicial

      decisions. 

      Presenting a paper on the Kenyan situation, Court of Appeal judge Philip Waki said the public should be

      educated on environmental issues and encouraged to participate in the assessment of projects that affect

      their surroundings. 

      He said the poor could take advantage of NGOs dealing in such matters to present their cases before the

      tribunals, which make the assessments. 

      "The Public needs to know that there is cheap and ready justice in environmental matters, their economic

      status notwithstanding. They are entitled to participate in environmental impact assessment reports," he

      said. 

      "The public can challenge the issuance of licences for exploitation of natural resources and NGO's are          allowed   in any such matters," Mr Justice Waki said. 

      He said judicial officers should be trained on environmental matters with the possibility of creating a specific

      division in future. 

      The judge noted that the government was yet set up the structures needed to get the Environment

      Management and Co-ordination Act fully functional, three years after it was enacted in 1999. 

      The seminar participants refused to be drawn into discussions about corruption in the Kenyan Jdiciary, saying

      that they were not familiar with all the facts. 

      "More than three years after the commencement of the Act, the institutions required to be set up under the

      Act and the necessary Rules for operation are not in place and functional," he said. 

      "The saving grace is that there is a new government with the political goodwill and competent ministers in

      the relevant ministry to guide environmental affairs," he added. 

      In his opening remarks, Chief Justice Evan Gicheru said the judiciary was an integral and crucial partner in

      sustainable development. 

      "In an effort to support development, we must strive to facilitate access to justice by embracing various

      reform initiatives to achieve this end," he said. 

      He asked judges to assist achieve this by giving due consideration on the environment on their judicial

      decisions. 

      Participants at the conference are drawn from Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Ghana, Liberia,

      Nigeria, Sierra Leone, The Gambia, South Africa, and Egypt. 

      They refused to be drawn into discussions about corruption in the Kenyan judiciary, saying that they were

      not familiar with all the facts and that it would be unfair for them to comment on the matter. 

      The Chief Justices attending the conference are Evan Gicheru from Kenya, Barnabas Samatta from Tanzania,

      Gregory Kingsley from Ghana, Muhammadu Lawal from Nigeria, Abdulai Timbo from Sierra Leone, Muhammad   Arif from The Gambia and Arthur Chaskalson from South Africa. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Liberation

Terre

Développement. L'organisation espère l'adhésion des entreprises et des

Etats à son ambition.
L'ONU rêve d'une croissance écologique

Par Laure NOUALHAT et Alexandra SCHWARTZBROD

lundi 13 octobre 2003

«Ça fait longtemps que le développement se fait au détriment de

l'environnement, le modèle des pays développés l'a prouvé. Il est temps de

faire le lien entre impératifs économiques et environnement.» Klaus Toepfer débarque de Nairobi chiffonné par une nuit de vol, mais il garde les idées claires. Le directeur exécutif du Programme des Nations unies pour l'environnement (Pnue) (1), qui siège au Kenya, était de passage à Paris la semaine dernière pour défendre la nouvelle ligne de son organisation trentenaire devant une centaine d'associations et d'industriels. Le «machin» prend un nouveau virage. Jusqu'à présent, la préservation de l'environnement était un but en soi, déconnecté des sphères économiques et sociales. Dorénavant, le Pnue veut convaincre Etats et industriels qu'il s'agit là de leur meilleur atout dans leur course au développement.

Financière au poste clé. D'où le récent pari de nommer une financière pur

jus à la tête de la division technologie, industrie et économie du Pnue.

Monique Barbut, ancienne fonctionnaire de l'Agence française de

développement (qui dépend du Quai d'Orsay et de Bercy), prendra ses

fonctions dans les jours qui viennent. Elle a négocié pendant six ans, pour le compte du gouvernement français, tous les aspects financiers des

conventions Nord-Sud. «Elle est culturellement et professionnellement plus

liée aux businessmen qu'aux écolos», note Klaus Toepfer. A l'heure où les

entreprises commencent à intégrer la notion de développement durable, cette technocrate de 47 ans écope d'un poste clé. «On a compris qu'il ne fallait pas faire de l'environnement contre les pays, mais avec eux, dit-elle. Il y a un problème de connaissance et de compétences. Notre boulot est de faire comprendre aux Etats et aux industriels qu'ils cassent leur outil de travail en épuisant les ressources naturelles.»

Appétit féroce. C'est surtout vrai dans les pays en développement, dont le

féroce appétit de croissance va rarement de pair avec la défense de

l'environnement. «On ne peut pas interdire à la Chine, par exemple, de

vouloir quadrupler son PNB, explique Toepfer, mais peut-être pouvons-nous

l'accompagner pour que cela ne se fasse pas au détriment de la nature.»

Avec un budget annuel de 40 millions d'euros, l'organisme a toutefois une

marge de manoeuvre réduite. «A notre niveau, nous ne pouvons que jouer sur

les commandes publiques en conseillant les Etats et influencer les

producteurs via les consommateurs. De plus en plus de gens veulent savoir

ce qui se cache derrière le produit, d'où il vient, qui l'a fait...»

Toepfer se verrait bien envoyer des armées de «Casques verts» à travers le

monde pour prévenir les catastrophes. «Le gouvernement chinois n'a pas

hésité à interdire la coupe de bois en amont du Yang-tseu-kiang quand il a

compris que la déforestation était une des causes des grandes inondations

de ces dernières années», raconte-t-il.

Même en élaborant des conventions encadrant les pratiques environnementales des Etats, le Pnue a un rôle limité. La convention de Bâle signée en 1989, qui interdit aux pays riches de se débarrasser de leurs déchets dangereux dans les pays pauvres, a ainsi pris du plomb dans l'aile avec les exportations massives de déchets informatiques en provenance des Etats-Unis vers la Chine ou l'Inde. «Sans partenariats avec le secteur privé, nous ne pouvons pas faire bouger les choses.» Travailler main dans la main avec les industriels, telle est donc la nouvelle ligne du Pnue.

«Impératif absolu». C'est que les Nations unies se sont fixé un objectif

ambitieux : réduire de moitié le nombre d'individus vivant en dessous du

seuil de pauvreté (moins de 1 dollar par jour) à l'horizon 2015. A sa

façon, le Pnue veut y contribuer. «Plus de 1 milliard d'individus n'ont pas accès à l'eau potable, 2,4 milliards ne disposent pas d'installations

sanitaires... Il n'y aura pas de développement sans environnement sain»,

explique Klaus Toepfer, qui se défend d'être «d'un optimisme béat». Il sait de quoi il parle. «Etre basé au Kenya est un défi mais aussi une chance.

Chaque matin, en ouvrant mes fenêtres, je vois que le développement est un

impératif absolu. Nous ne sommes pas des idéologues, nous avons besoin

d'actes.»

__________________________________________________________________________

Les Echos

13 October 2003

DÉVELOPPEMENT DURABLE

Des entreprises françaises adoptent les principes du Global Compact

Deux cent dix entreprises françaises ont adhéré à l'initiative onusienne du Global Compact. Elles prennent 9 engagements volontaires dont ceux d'abolir le travail des enfants et de respecter la liberté d'association.

Qu'y a-t-il de commun entre Accor, Carrefour, La Poste, Lafarge, mais aussi la grosse PME fabriquant le couscous Tipiak, les 3 Suisses et les

confitures Andros ? Ces sociétés ont toutes répondu à l'appel du secrétaire général de l'Organisation des nations unies Kofi Annan et accepté de signer les engagements du Global Compact. Derrière ce terme anglo-saxon, traduit en français par Pacte mondial, une démarche volontaire du chef d'entreprise qui signe une lettre dans laquelle il s'engage à respecter 9 principes relatifs aux droits de l'homme, aux normes du travail et à l'environnement.

Puisé dans la Déclaration universelle des droits de l'homme, les principes

de l'Organisation mondiale du travail et les principes de Rio sur

l'environnement et le développement, le Global Compact demande aux

entreprises de s'engager à suivre ces principes dans leurs propres

domaines.

Du respect des droits de l'homme, à la liberté d'association, en passant

par l'élimination de toute forme de travail forcé ou obligatoire et

l'abolition effective du travail des enfants, les six premiers engagements

sont à forte dominante sociale. Les entreprises doivent également «

soutenir une approche préventive des défis écologiques, prendre des

initiatives pour promouvoir une responsabilité environnementale plus grande

et encourager la diffusion de technologies favorables à l'environnement ».

Processus ouvert d'engagement

Au dernier décompte, 210 entreprises françaises étaient concernées. Elles

seront entre 250 et 300 à la fin de l'année. Ces 210 sociétés réalisent un

chiffre d'affaires cumulé de l'ordre de 1.000 milliards d'euros et

emploient dans le monde 4 millions de personnes.

Lancée en 1999, cette initiative onusienne a mis du temps à germer en

France, les entreprises ayant du mal à comprendre la nature de cet animal

bizarre. Basé sur un processus ouvert d'engagement, avec peu de formalités

et des structures bureaucratiques souples, le Global Compact n'est ni un

instrument de réglementation ni un code de conduite. Il ne sert pas à

sanctionner, à dicter ou évaluer le comportement d'un groupe. Concrètement, le chef d'entreprise envoie une lettre approuvée normalement par son

conseil d'administration au Secrétariat général des Nations unies dans

laquelle il exprime son appui aux 9 principes. Il est censé alors faire ce

qui s'impose pour qu'ils se traduisent dans la réalité de son entreprise,

dans sa stratégie, sa culture et ses activités quotidiennes. Chaque année,

il lui est demandé de publier sur le site de l'ONU un exemple de mesure

concrète prise pour se conformer à ses engagements et les enseignements

tirés afin que cela serve d'exemple aux autres.

Face aux ricanements des sceptiques, prompts à fustiger la naïveté de ces

PDG qui décident dans le secret de leur bureau de signer de tels

engagements, mais dont les sous-traitants persistent à faire travailler des enfants, ou dont certaines usines à l'autre bout du monde continuent à

polluer, les responsables de l'ONU rétorquent « valeur d'exemple, dialogue

avec la société civile, responsabilité à l'égard du public ».Klaus Topfer,

responsable du Programme des Nations unies en faveur de l'environnement

(Unep), de passage à Paris la semaine dernière à l'occasion du 20e

anniversaire du programme entre l'ONU et les fédérations professionnelles,

soulignait la nécessité de faire un pas après l'autre. Il n'empêche, le 7

avril 2003, les présidents d'Oxfam, Amnesty International et le Comité des

avocats des droits de l'homme ont écrit au Secrétariat de l'ONU afin

d'exprimer leur inquiétude et demander que soient adoptés des critères

clairs pour les cas où les sociétés ne respecteraient pas les 9 principes

du Global Compact. Ils réclament la nomination d'un médiateur.

Américains et Japonais réticents Cinq ans après son lancement, plus de 1.250 entreprises ont adhéré au Global Compact, principalement en Europe, mais les entreprises américaines et japonaises sont plus réticentes. Les chefs d'entreprise américains craignent que ces engagements se retournent contre eux compte tenu des pratiques juridiques outre-Atlantique qui laissent plus de liberté au juge pour dire le droit.

JULIE CHAUVEAU

_________________________________________________________________________

The Associated Press State & Local Wire

October 12, 2003, Sunday, BC cycle

HEADLINE: Jane Goodall attacks Bush environmental record
      BODY:

      Famed chimpanzee researcher Jane Goodall attacked the Bush administration's environmental record

      Saturday, charging it could lead to more hunting of endangered animals.

      Goodall, who has spent more than 40 years researching the lives of chimpanzees in Tanzania, gave the

      keynote speech at the Wildlife Conservation Expo at Foothill College. 

      "What the Bush administration has done over the past three years to overturn environmental laws is

      unbelievable," Goodall said. "It's shameful. We must not sit still and do nothing."

      Goodall said the administration's interpretation of the Endangered Species Act could allow people to hunt

      endangered animals in other countries, so long as U.S. interests pay the other countries to help fund

      conservation programs.

      "This will mean it's going to be possible to shoot any of the endangered animals and just say the money goes

      to conservation," Goodall said. "It stinks, quite honestly."

      Goodall, who was recently named a United Nations Messenger of Peace, travels the world speaking in favor

      of environmental causes.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA - NEWS UPDATE

14 October 2003
General Environmental news
African countries meet to harmonize forestry policies 

Yaounde, Cameroon (PANA) - The second conference of African ministers in charge of the implementation of the African Forestry Law Enforcement and Governance (AFELG) opened Monday in Yaounde, the Cameroonian capital. The four-day meeting will examine the harmonization of government regulations in terms of illegal forestry exploitation and poaching, among other issues. During the gathering, officials and representatives of the private sector, donors and the civil society from 50 countries will explore the most efficient ways and means to fight against the illegal bush logging and the trade in wildlife products. The participants, at the end of the proceedings, are expected to come up with a declaration and a plan of action on "the application of forestry laws enforcement and governance," a statement issued by the organizing committee said. This is the second conference after AFLEG's inaugural summit held in June 2002 in Brazzaville (Congo).

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng016181&dte=13/10/2003
Southern Africa urged to phase out leaded gasoline 

Cape Town, South Africa (PANA) - An official of South Africa's Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism has called on the countries of the southern Africa region to adopt a coordinated approach to phasing out leaded gasoline by 2006. Director-General Crispian Olver said South Africa has already committed itself to this target, and was encouraging a coordinated approach because of the close links between the petro-chemical industries in the region. Speaking at a two-day sub-regional workshop here on the phase-out of leaded gasoline in southern Africa, Olver said the absence of legislation limiting emissions has led to the manufacture of most vehicles in South Africa and the region without emission control devices. The South African official said the use of unleaded fuel was already widespread in the Southern Africa Development Community  (SADC) region, making it "relatively easy" to completely phase out leaded fuel. Olver said the ultimate, long-term solution lies in the re- configuration of refining processes to produce fuel of appropriate quality. He added that due to the financial burden such a step could impose on the industry, governments must explore incentive packages to assist the industry through the phase-out process. "Leaded gasoline is undoubtedly unhealthy for humans and our environment. However, we should direct our efforts at finding a solution that does not destroy the industry overnight and cause job losses," Olver stressed.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng016161&dte=13/10/2003
Kenya lacks irrigation, drainage policy 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - The Permanent Secretary of the Kenyan ministry of Water Resources Management and Development has deplored the absence of a coherent irrigation and drainage policy, saying it constitutes a major setback to the development of a sustainable irrigation sub-sector. Speaking on behalf of the minister at the opening of a 45-day Small holder Irrigation Farmers' course organized in Embu, 136 km north of Nairobi, he revealed that the ministry had embarked on initiating reforms in the water sub-sector aimed at streamlining Water Resource Development, Conservation and Management. The reforms would encompass a drainage development policy that will spell out strategies and roles of all stakeholders in the sub-sector. 83 percent of Kenya is either arid or semi-arid. To ensure future food security, employment creation and a decent livelihood for the growing population, he added, the arid lands must be utilized through irrigation. The workshop, the last in a series of five in a span of five years, has so far trained 200 small holder irrigation farmers and 50 extension officers from across the country on sustainable water management strategies.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng016107&dte=13/10/2003
Concern Over Drought Warnings

UN Integrated Regional Information Networks- Johannesburg: South Africa may be heading for a prolonged drought, which researchers warn could be among the most severe in decades. The country "is currently experiencing drought conditions over most of the summer rainfall regions", the South African Council for Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) said. "The drought in Limpopo [province] is worsening, with many dams nearly half full and water levels in some having fallen to as low as two percent. Large numbers of animals are also dying and farmers are forced to sell their livestock," the CSIR warned. By using satellite imagery, the CSIR's Satellite Application Centre (SAC) has constructed an archive of vegetation condition maps that stretches back to 1986. To put the current weather conditions in context, the CSIR pointed to data on previous droughts. "The 1982-83 and 1991-92 droughts were the most severe meteorological droughts of the 20th century over Southern Africa. In the 1991-92 drought, 70 percent of the crops failed. It was estimated that half of the population in the affected area was at risk of malnutrition, other related health problems, and even starvation," the CSIR noted. "Satellite imagery is indicating very similar results when comparing the 1992 and 2003 October vegetation condition maps. The imagery shows shocking similarities with the disastrous drought year of 1992. If current dry conditions prevail for the next two months, South Africa can expect one of the biggest drought disasters in 100 years," the CSIR SAC warned.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200310130574.html
Toxic Fuel' Resurfaces in Benin

This Day (Lagos): Foul-smelling petrol, which aroused nationwide outrage during the regime of the late military dictator, Gen. Sani Abacha has re-emerged in Benin-City and other parts of Edo and Delta States. This is even as the state was yesterday still witnessing long queues at the few filling stations that sold petroleum products to buyers. THISDAY learnt that the resurgence of the popularly called "toxic fuel" might not be unconnected with the recent "open license" to marketers to import indiscriminately various petroleum products under the deregulation of the downstream sector of the petroleum industry. While all manner of petrol is being sold in "black" markets in Benin-City and the peculiarly foul smell oozes from vehicle exhausts, only about 20 per cent of all major filling stations in the city sold fuel to motorists at all yesterday. Travelers from Warri and other parts of Delta also told THISDAY in Benin-City that the toxic fuel was also being sold in the area, stressing that the petrol being sold at about N1, 300 per 10-litre keg had "strange colors."

http://allafrica.com/stories/200310130895.html
Gabonese wildlife authorities reintegrate gorilla orphans 

Libreville, Gabon (PANA) - Some 24 orphaned gorilla babies, including 7 from Howlets National Park in England have been 837 km southeast of Libreville, Wildlife director-general Adrien Noungou, disclosed here at the weekend. The seven gorillas from England had successfully adapted from life in a zoo to free-ranging in a natural habitat, Noungou affirmed, saying they were transferred to Gabon at the behest of the John Aspinal Foundation, which operates two zoological parks in England. When they arrived in the reserve, a team of researchers kept the baby gorillas caged, but repeatedly taking them on walks through the forest during day before eventually setting them free once they were used to the jungle - the same process used to reintegrate orphaned gorilla babies seized from poachers.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng016247&dte=13/10/2003
_________________________________________________________________________________________

 









13 October 2003

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICES OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

AND THE SPOKESWOMAN FOR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT


Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General, and Michele Montas, Spokeswoman for the General Assembly President.


Good Afternoon.


**UNRWA


According to an assessment by the UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East, known as UNRWA, 114 homes and refugee shelters were demolished during the Israeli military incursion last week into Rafah, in the southern Gaza strip.  As a result, 1,240 individuals are now homeless.

 
The UN agency has been providing food, in the form of hot meals, and temporary shelter, in the form of tents, to those unable to find immediate accommodation.


The recent incursion brings the total number of Palestinians who have been made homeless in Rafah since the beginning of the current intifada, to 

7,523.  The total for the whole of the Gaza Strip now stands at 11,987.


**Lebanon


Following seven air violations of the Blue Line today by Israeli military jets, the Secretary-General’s Personal Representative for southern Lebanon, Staffan de Mistura, once again expressed his concern over these violations.


They come amid an already tense situation in southern Lebanon and the region in general.  De Mistura reiterated his call on Israel to cease these violations and for all parties to exercise restraint and respect fully the Blue Line, in order to avoid a further deterioration of the situation on the ground.


His full statement is available upstairs.


**Security Council

The Security Council has scheduled consultations at 5:00 this afternoon on Afghanistan, with a view to holding a formal meeting on a draft resolution. 


The action follows a letter transmitted by the Secretary-General of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) regarding a possible expansion of the mandate of the International Security Assistance Force in Afghanistan.


An open debate on the Middle East is on the Security Council agenda for tomorrow.


**Democratic Republic of Congo

The UN Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo said it has launched an investigation into the killing of 16 civilians, primarily women, during an attack on 6 October in Ndunda, in South Kivu Province.


The Mission reported Friday that witnesses said the victims were killed with axes, machetes, clubs, knives and other crude weapons.  It said that two survivors were being treated in Hospital, while four others remain missing.


Witnesses told the Mission that the killings were carried out by a group of 20 who spoke Kirundi, the national language of neighbouring Burundi.  Some of the witnesses told the Mission that they believed the attackers belonged to Burundi’s Forces for the Defence of Democracy, reported to be active in the area. 


In a statement issued Friday, the UN Mission strongly condemned this act and reaffirmed the commitment of the international community to bring an end to impunity in the Democratic Republic of the Congo.


**Liberia

On the eve of the inauguration of the National Transitional Government of Liberia, the UN Mission staged a military procession in Monrovia and neighbouring suburbs.  UN peacekeepers from Bangladesh, Ghana and Nigeria took part.


Leading the march was the Special Representative of the Secretary-General, Jacques Klein, who rode on an armoured personnel carrier at the front of the convoy.


Also today, Charles Gyude Bryant, the chairman-elect of the National Transitional Government, is expected to arrive from Ghana.  Meanwhile, UN Force Commander Lieutenant-General Daniel Opande expressed gratitude to the Government of Liberia and to the Liberians United for Reconciliation and Democracy (LURD) for their cooperation in making Monrovia, and neighbouring areas -- Bushrod Island and Paynesville -- a weapons-free zone.  He appealed to the parties to continue to cooperate in this endeavour and to ensure that displaced persons’ camps were also free of weapons.


**Kosovo

Harri Holkeri, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Kosovo, yesterday announced that Kosovo President Ibrahim Rugova will lead the delegation from Kosovo attending the opening of direct talks between Pristina and Belgrade, which will take place tomorrow in Vienna.  Nexhat Daci, the President of the Kosovo Assembly, will also be in the delegation. 


We have a press release upstairs containing Holkeri’s statement in full.


**Right to Food

Out on the racks today is a report to the General Assembly on the right to food by the Special Rapporteur of the Commission on Human Rights who deals with that issue, Jean Ziegler.  The report says that mechanisms to monitor the activities of transnational corporations remain limited, and must be strengthened to ensure that such corporations uphold their human rights obligations.


Ziegler adds that gender discrimination persists in a variety of forms that have profound effects on women’s right to food, and he recommends that all governments take action to address such discrimination, particularly where it contributes to the malnutrition of women and girls.


**Global Compact

Tomorrow morning at 9:30, Georg Kell, the Executive Head of the Global Compact, will officially open trading at the NASDAQ stock exchange.


Kell will be introduced by Bruce Austin, the NASDAQ Executive Vice President, and will say a few words about the Global Compact before he rings the bell.  The event will be broadcast on various financial networks, and the Global Compact logo will also shine over Times Square.


If you’re wondering what it looks like, there it is.  [He shows a copy of the logo.]


The Global Compact, which enshrines nine human rights, labour rights and environmental principles, is increasingly working with the financial markets to increase awareness of corporate citizenship and responsible business practices.


**World Chronicle Screening

From the information department, programme no. 909 will feature Karl Sauvant, Director of the Division on Investment, Technology and Enterprise Development, and you can see that today on in-house channel 3 or 31 at 3:30. 


**Press Conferences


At 11:00 tomorrow morning, Iftekhar Ahmed Chowdhury of Bangladesh, the Chairman of the General Assembly’s Second Committee, which deals with Economic and Financial matters, will be here to brief you on the work before that Committee. 


Then, immediately following the noon briefing tomorrow, Julia Taft, Director of the UN Development Programme’s Bureau for Crisis Prevention and Recovery, and Nicholas Krafft, the World Bank’s Country Programme Coordinator for Iraq, will be in this room to brief you on the details, methodology and implications of the needs assessments in Iraq.  


**Guest at Noon Tomorrow


Our guest tomorrow will be Ibrahim Gambari, the Under-Secretary-General and the Secretary-General’s Special Adviser on Africa, and he’ll be talking about the progress in the implementation of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development, NEPAD. 


That’s all I have for you. Any questions before I go to Michele?  Fine, Michele.  

**Spokeswoman for General Assembly President

Thank you, Fred, and good afternoon.


The General Assembly has been engaged, since this morning, in an examination of the Security Council report, presented at the opening of the session today by the President of the Council, Ambassador Negroponte of the US.  Thirty-six speakers are listed to address the Assembly on this report.  The debate should last until tomorrow when the General Assembly will touch upon another agenda item, the “Question of equitable representation on, and increase in the membership of the Security Council”.  On this last item, representatives of 43 Member States will take the floor. Among them are 4 of the 5 permanent members of the Council.

The interest of Member States on this last item was obvious during the joint debate last week on the Report of the Secretary-General on the Work of the Organization, and the follow-up of the outcome of the Millennium Summit.  In his closing remarks, on October 9, the President of the Assembly summarizing the joint debate, noted that a number of ideas were put forward on the matter of Security Council reform, indicating that this remains a priority issue, notwithstanding that no comprehensive agreement has been reached over the past 10 years.  It was contended by some that given the strategic importance of the Security Council, its reform should outweigh the single political agenda of any United Nations Member State.  The view was also expressed that restarting the stalled reform process would prove that the United Nations is ready to adapt and adjust, and thereby, to uphold its authority in world affairs.

The President noted in his statement that among the opinions expressed on the specific issue of Security Council membership, it was contended that Member States that wished and were able to shoulder global responsibility as permanent members of the Council should be considered for such membership.  It was also emphasised that “new geopolitical realities and better geographical representation on the Council were key issues for resolution”.  The Security Council will now be the focus of the next two plenary meetings in the General Assembly.

On a related issue, the election of 5 of the 10 non permanent members of the Security Council, whose terms expire on the 31 December, is expected to take place on Thursday 23 October.  Agreement has now been reached by regional groups on the endorsement of Algeria, Benin, the Philippines, Romania and Brazil.  They are expected to replace the 5 retiring members:  Cameroon, Guinea, the Syrian Arab Republic, Bulgaria and Mexico.  Other non-permanent members of the Council will serve one more year.  Their term will expire in December 2004.  This is the case for Angola, Pakistan, Chile, Germany and Spain. 

I want to remind you, as Fred already said, that the chairman of the Second Committee, Ambassador Iftekhar Ahmed Chowdhury of Bangladesh, will hold a press conference tomorrow.  This is the third of a series of meetings with United Nations correspondents initiated by the President of the 58th Session, on issues debated in each committee. 

Thank you.




UNEP and the Executive Director in the news





Accra Mail - Ghana Ratifies Catagena Protocol On Biosafety


Gulf Daily News - 'Green' workshop gets underway


CDC & FDA - HEADLINE: SKIN CANCER: Two UN agencies and partners launch campaign to prevent overexposure to sun


The Daily Nation - Kenya;   Top Judges' Seminar On Environment Ends Today


Liberation-  Terre Développement. L'organisation espère l'adhésion des entreprises et des Etats à son ambition.


Les Echos -  DÉVELOPPEMENT DURABLE: Des entreprises françaises adoptent les principes du Global Compact


















































Reuters - Treaty regulating GMO trade to start in September
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