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Children at high risk from ozone  decline, UN says
                            GENEVA, Sept 16 (Reuters) - Two United Nations agencies  warned on Tuesday that children are most at risk of developing  skin cancers as a result of the long-term decline in the earth's  protective ozone layer.

                            The agencies, the World Health Organisation (WHO) and the  U.N. Environmental Programme (UNEP), issued the warning as  they launched a global programme aimed at alerting schools to  the dangers of exposure to the sun.

                            "As ozone depletion becomes more marked, and as people   around the world engage more in sun-seeking behaviour, the  risk of health complications from over-exposure to ultra-violet  radiation is becoming a substantial public health concern," said  WHO Director-General Lee Jong-wook.

                            By reducing the time children and adolescents are exposed to  direct sunlight, he said, "we can substantially reduce the risk of  contracting skin cancers, cataracts and other conditions which  might only appear much later in life".

                            In its 2002 World Health Report, the WHO said that around  the world an average of 66,000 people died every year from  melanoma or other types of skin cancer.

                            Independent scientific research shows that every year there are  between two to three million new cases of non-malignant   melanoma and around 130,000 malignant -- and normally fatal -- new full-blown skin cancer cases.

                            Although most known skin cancers seemed to occur in the  industrialised world, WHO radiation and environmental health  specialist Mike Repacholi told a news conference, there were  believed to be many unreported in poorer countries.

                            Although people with darker skins were less susceptible to skin  cancers, they were just as likely to contract eye cataracts as  fairer-skinned populations, and people living close to the   equator were even more likely to develop them.

                            Under the school plan, dubbed the Intersun Project, the two  agencies will distribute packages showing teachers how to  develop their own sun education programmes, the WHO said.

                            In a joint statement from the two agencies which also marked  the International Day for the Preservation of the Ozone Layer,   UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said latest studies  showed the protective shield was on the road to recovery.

                            This was the result of international agreements over the past two  decades to phase out use of various chemicals -- like those  used in some pesticides, refrigerators and aerosols.

                            "But we must remain vigilant and more needs to be done before   we can say that the problem is solved for good," said Toepfer.  This included stopping illegal trade in banned chemicals and  enforcing the agreements in developing countries.

                            "Only then can we say that the sky above our heads will be safe  for our children and their children to come," the former German   environment minister said. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

The Press Trust of India

September 13, 2003 Saturday

DATELINE: Tourism could be threat to environment
      BODY:

      UN reportTourism could become a major threat to the environment, with the number of tourists to the world's

      biodiversity 'hotspots' expected to double by 2020, warns a new UN report.

      The report by UNEP and Conservation International, released Friday, forecasts that the number of tourists

      would double by 2020 in the world's biodiversity 'hotspots' -- regions rich in flora and fauna but facing

      extreme threat. 

      It could be a blessing or a curse depending on how the increased flow is handled, the report titled 'Tourism

      and Biodiversity: Mapping Tourism's Global Footprint', says.

      It could be a major threat to nature or a chance to ease poverty of the world's poorest people, it says,

      noting that tourism generates 11 per cent of global GDP, employs 200 million people and transports nearly

      700 million international travellers per year - a figure expected to double by 2020.

      The study, which provides guidelines for governments, businesses, donors and local communities for

      supporting sustainable development, adds that with nature and adventure travel being among tourism's

      fastest-growing segments, the most fragile biodiversity areas are where most expansion is likely to take

      place.

      The report also notes that tourism is a principal export of the 49 least-developed countries and number one

      for 37 of them and illustrates how, when guided by the principles of ecotourism - environmental

      sustainability, protection of nature, and supporting the well being of local peoples - it can provide important

      economic alternatives for local communities.

      LOAD-DATE: September 14, 2003

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Africa News 

September 15, 2003 Monday 

HEADLINE: Southern Africa;  Tourism Potential Highlighted at Congress 

      BYLINE: BuaNews 

      BODY: 

      Southern Africa has been identified as one of three world regions likely to show significant tourism growth in

      the foreseeable future. 

      The other two regions are South America and Asia. Addressing a media conference at the World Parks

      Congress on Friday, the Senior Director for Ecotourism at Conservation International, Mr Costas Christ, said

      these statistics were hardly surprising, in view of the fact that nature tourism had developed into the

      fastest growing industry in the world travel business. 

      Mr Christ was introducing a new publication entitled 'Tourism and Biodiversity: Mapping Tourism's Global

      Footprints' of which he is a co-author. 

      The book is regarded as the most comprehensive report ever published on the subject, and highlights threats

      and opportunities for protected areas, created by this booming industry. 

      Based on two years of research, the book aims to 'help chart a positive way forward for tourism

      development'. 

      'Tourism generates 11 percent of global gross domestic product (GDP), employs 200 million people, and

      transports 700 million international travellers per year - figures which are expected to double by 2020,' said

      Mr Christ. 

      'Tourism has huge potential for good or evil, it is in everyone's interest that the economic power of 21st

      century tourism is harnessed for the benefit of local people and wildlife,' Klaus Toepfer, Executive Director

      of UNEP (United Nations Environmental Programme) explained. 

      Conservation International President Russ Mittemeier was very specific about the implications caused by the

      large influx of tourists into protected areas. 

      'Integrating biodiversity conservation into tourism planning can result in better business for the industry,

      whereas destruction of the environment would be synonymous with killing the goose that lays the golden

      egg,' he pointed out. 

      LOAD-DATE: September 15, 2003 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

XINHUA GENERAL NEWS SERVICE

September 12, 2003, Friday

HEADLINE: Tourism constitutes grave threat to biodiversity in world
      BODY:

      DURBAN, South Africa, Sept. 12 (Xinhua) -- Tourism, the largest global industry, constitutes a grave threat

      to biodiversity as the sector increased by more than 100 percent between 1990 and 2000 in biodiversity

      hotspots and regions.

      This is the surprising finding in a report released by Conservation International (CI) and the United Nations

      Environment Program (UNEP) at a press briefing on the sidelines of the ongoing 5th World Parks

      Congress in Durban, a coastal city in South Africa.

      Costas Christ, CI senior director for ecotourism, said that over the past decade, tourism has increased by

      more than 2,000 percent in both Laos and Cambodia, nearly 500 percent in South Africa, over 300 percent in

      the countries of Brazil, Nicaragua and El Salvador, and 128 percent in the Dominican Republic.

      According to the report, the annual tourist arrivals worldwide expanded from 25 million in 1950 to more than

      700 million today. Tourism's reach into the last pristine areas of the planet has brought the industry onto the

      agenda of conservation groups as well as the UNEP. 

      Tourism generates 11 percent of global gross domestic product ( GDP), employs 200 million people and

      transports nearly 700 million international travelers per year, a figure that is expected to double by 2020. It

      is considered one of the largest, if not the largest, industries on the planet.

      With nature and adventure travel being one of the fastest- growing segments within the tourism industry,

      the earth's most fragile, high biodiversity areas are where most of that expansion will likely take place.

      While tourism has the potential to provide opportunities for conserving nature, the report noted, tourism

      development, when done improperly, can be a major threat to biodiveristy.

      "We are at crossroads in the earth's last strongholds for biodiversity, where nature, struggling communities

      and the expanding world of tourism meet," said Christ at the press briefing.

      By linking tourism development with biodiversity conservation and the well being of local communities, he

      said, we can develop strategies that both conserve the earth's most endangered ecosystems and help make

      a significant contribution to alleviating poverty.

      Poorly planned tourism development in the biodiversity hotspots has a range of negative impacts. These

      include removing pristine forests for infrastructure development, pollution, introduction of invasive species,

      water shortages and degradation of water supplies.

      In addition, tourism development is increasingly linked to the economies of the world's developing countries,

      which are often home to high biodiversity areas.

      Tourism is a principle export of the 49 least-developed countries and number one for 37 of them.

      While economically significant, tourism can also prove to be volatile to local communities.

      Tourism development can uproot indigenous peoples, cause local goods and services to increase, force

      currency fluctuations and cause social and cultural disruption.

      Robert Hepwooth, scientist from UNEP, stressed at the press briefing that tourism must be culture and

      biodiversity.

      "If it is not controlled, it can be a grave threat to biodiversity," he said.

      He said that tourists should also take responsibility for conservation of biodiversity while the government

      should bring related information to tourists and manage protected areas without damaging resources.

      "Tourism has huge potential for good or evil. It is in everyone 's interest, particularly the industry's, that the

      economic power of 21st century tourism is harnessed for the benefit of local people and wildlife," said Kalus

      Toepfer, UNEP executive director.

      He stressed that tourism relies on stable and healthy communities and environments. It can not ruin the

      very wildlife and landscapes the visitors pay to see and then move on.

      According to the 5th World Parks Congress, a total of 102,102 protected areas have been established over

      the world, covering 12 percent of the surface of the planet.

      LOAD-DATE: September 13, 2003 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

BuaNews (Pretoria)

Tourism Potential Highlighted at Congress
September 15, 2003 

Southern Africa has been identified as one of three world regions likely to show significant tourism growth in the foreseeable future.

The other two regions are South America and Asia.

Addressing a media conference at the  World Parks Congress on Friday, the Senior Director for Ecotourism at

Conservation International, Mr Costas Christ, said these statistics were hardly surprising, in view of the fact that nature tourism had developed into the fastest growing industry in the world travel business.

Mr Christ was introducing a new publication entitled 'Tourism and Biodiversity: Mapping Tourism's Global Footprints' of which he is a co-author.

The book is regarded as the most comprehensive report ever published on the subject, and highlights threats and opportunities for protected areas, created by this booming industry.

Based on two years of research, the book aims to 'help chart a positive way forward for tourism development'.

'Tourism generates 11 percent of global gross domestic product (GDP), employs 200 million people, and transports 700 million international travellers per year - figures which are expected to double by 2020,' said Mr Christ.

'Tourism has huge potential for good or evil, it is in everyone's interest that the economic power of 21st century tourism is harnessed for the benefit of local people and wildlife,' Klaus Toepfer, Executive Director of UNEP (United Nations Environmental Programme) explained.

Conservation International President Russ Mittemeier was very specific about the implications caused by the large influx of tourists into protected areas.

'Integrating biodiversity conservation into tourism planning can result in better business for the industry, whereas destruction of the environment would be synonymous with killing the goose that lays the golden egg,' he pointed out.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

TerraDaily

Tourism to biodiversity areas growing    fast, must be monitored: report  DURBAN, South Africa 

      Tourism to biodiversity  hot-spots is growing  rapidly and requires  careful planning to avoid  damage, experts

cautioned at a global   environmental congress in  South Africa Friday.

                   "Tourism has huge potential for good and evil," UN   Environment Programme (UNEP) executive director Klaus  Toepfer told reporters at the fifth World Parks Congress in  the eastern harbour city of Durban.

                   "Tourism relies on stable and healthy communities and  environments. It cannot ruin the very wildlife and  landscapes the visitors pay to see and then move on,"  Toefper said.

                   UNEP and Conservation International released a report at  the 10-day conference where thousands of delegates from  across the globe are discussing the world's 100,000  protected areas and how to safeguard them.

                   The report said rapid tourism growth was occurring in  countries known for their rich biodiversity.

                   These include Cambodia, Brazil, Dominican Republic, El   Salvador, Laos, Nicaragua and South Africa. In all those  countries, tourism more than doubled between 1990 and   2000.

                   "With nature and adventure travel one of the   fastest-growing segments within the tourism industry, the  Earth's most fragile, high biodiversity areas are where  most of that expansion will take place," the report said.

                   "While tourism has the potential to provide opportunities for  conserving nature, tourism development, when done   improperly, can be a major threat to biodiversity."

                   Tourism generates 11 percent of global gross domestic   product, employs 200 million people and transports nearly  700 million international travellers per year, a figure  expected to double by 2020, the study showed.

                   The leading author of the report, Costas Christ, said a  combined strategy linking tourism development, nature  conservation and communities living in protected areas  was the only way forward.

                   "We are at a crossroads in the Earth's last strongholds for  biodiversity, where nature, struggling communities and the  expanding world of tourism meet," he said.

                   "We can develop strategies that both conserve Earth's   most endangered ecosystems and help make a significant  contribution to alleviating proverty."

___________________________________________________________________________________________

CNN

Is tourism killing the environment?
Monday, September 15, 2003 

                  DURBAN, South Africa (Reuters) -- A  boom in world tourism is posing a   huge threat to some of the planet's   most sensitive ecosystems,    according to a new study. 

                  The study, by Conservation International (CI)  and the United Nations Environment Program               (UNEP), said tourism rose by more than 100   percent between 1990 and 2000 in the world's   "biodiversity hotspots," which include the  tropical Andes and the Guinean forests of West   Africa. 

                  CI has identified 25 such areas, which contain   44 percent of all identified endemic plant                 species and 35 percent of all known endemic  species of birds, mammals, reptiles and  amphibians. 

                  The hotspots cover only 1.4 percent of the planet's land area and all been significantly altered

by human activities. 

                  "In some places the growth (in tourism) has been staggering," CI and UNEP said in a statement

released Friday at the fifth World Parks Congress in the South African port city of Durban. 

                  "Over the past decade, tourism has increased by more than 200 percent in both Laos and

Cambodia, nearly 500 percent in South Africa, (and) over 300 percent in the countries of Brazil,   Nicaragua and El Salvador," it said. 

Costas Christ of CI, one of the report's authors, told Reuters tourist development in ecologically  sensitive areas often severely damages its main attraction -- the environment. 

                       "Many of these developments are in arid  countries and so the limited water supply                             comes under pressure ... and if development  ultimately kills off the environment then tourists                                       have no incentive to come," he said. 

                           The report highlighted the Mexican resort of  Cancun, where world trade talks are being                                              held, as an example of unsustainable tourism  which is impacting negatively on the                                      environment. 

                            "Prior to its development as a tourist resort in   the 1970s, only 12 families lived on the barrier

island of Cancun," it said. 

                  Now, the resort has 2.6 million visitors per year, the local mangrove and inland forests have

been cut down, and in the settlement that has grown nearby, 75 percent of the sewage of the   population is untreated. 

                  Tourism is often said to benefit the environme nt by creating jobs and other opportunities for

poor rural communities who might otherwise exploit local natural resources for survival. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

ABC News

Tourism a huge   threat to global   environment:   study
                  A boom in world tourism is posing a huge threat to some  of the planet's most sensitive ecosystems, a study says. 

                  The study, by Conservation International (CI) and the  United Nations Environment Program (UNEP), said  tourism rose by more than 100 per cent between 1990   and 2000 in the world's "biodiversity hotspots", which

include the tropical Andes and the Guinean forests of  western Africa. 

                  CI has identified 25 such areas, which contain 44 per cent  of all identified endemic plant species and 35 per cent of  all known endemic species of birds, mammals, reptiles and  amphibians. 

                  The hotspots cover only 1.4 per cent of the planet's land  area and all been significantly altered by human activities. 

                  "In some places the growth [in tourism] has been  staggering," CI and UNEP said in a statement released at   the fifth World Parks Congress in the South African port  city of Durban. 

                  "Over the past decade, tourism has increased by more than  200 per cent in both Laos and Cambodia, nearly 500 per  cent in South Africa, [and] over 300 per cent in the  countries of Brazil, Nicaragua and El Salvador," it said. 

                  Costas Christ, one of the report's authors, said tourist  development in ecologically sensitive areas often severely  damages its main attraction - the environment. 

                  "Many of these developments are in arid countries and so   the limited water supply comes under pressure ... and if  development ultimately kills off the environment then  tourists have no incentive to come," he said. 

                  The report highlighted the Mexican resort of Cancun,  where World Trade Organisation (WTO) talks are being  held, as an example of unsustainable tourism that is  impacting negatively on the environment. 

                  "Prior to its development as a tourist resort in the 1970s,  only 12 families lived on the barrier island of Cancun," it  said. 

                  Now, the resort has 2.6 million visitors per year, the local   mangrove and inland forests have been cut down, and in  the settlement that has grown nearby, 75 per cent of the   sewage of the population is untreated. 

                  Tourism is often said to benefit the environment by  creating jobs and other opportunities for poor rural

communities who might otherwise exploit local natural  resources for survival. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Mmegi/The Reporter (Gaborone)

Pelonomi Returns From UN Conference

September 12, 2003 

MINISTER for Environment, Wildlife and Tourism, Pelonomi Venson, attended a conference organised by the United Nations to combat desertification. Venson attended as leader of the Botswana delegation as Chairman for

the ACP Parties to the Convention.

In her contribution to the debate Venson requested the UNCCD Secretariat to help bring cohesion amongst the various UN conventions that have a bearing on environment and conservation. She cited CITES, UNEP UNCCD and others and indicated that in their applications there is often room for duplication and contradiction.

The call on alternative means or sources of food, energy and shelter seems to be receiving very slow response as most donor agencies focus on research and data collection before any projects are embarked upon.

"Whilst this is the correct approach in the implementation of projects, rural communities do not have to have awareness seminars on drought desertification, they live with and are directly affected by it. It would help if

future initiatives and assistance from donors would focus on more direct solutions," she said

Ms Venson also requested the UNCCD Secretariat through the UN to urge those countries that made an undertaking at the Rio Summit as well as at the Johannesburg WSSD, to make good their promises to reduce

pollutants that deplete the ozone layer and to actively support projects that have potential for sustainable use of the environment.

"Whilst we request the UN to ask the developed world to show more compassion in their donations to the developing world, we also expect that those who owe it to the world will do their part in reducing pollution,"

Venson said.

At the conclusion of the Conference Venson and Altero Matteoli, Minister for Tourism and Territory (Italy) representing the EU, jointly signed an agreement committing their principles to the objects of the convention.

___________________________________________________________________________________________

The NewZealand Herald

Children at high risk from ozone decline 

                GENEVA - Two United Nations agencies are warning that children  are most at risk of developing skin cancers as a result of the  long-term decline in the earth's protective ozone layer. 

                The agencies, the World Health Organisation (WHO) and the UN  Environmental Programme (UNEP), issued the warning as they  launched a global programme aimed at alerting schools to the  dangers of exposure to the sun. 

                "As ozone depletion becomes more marked, and as people around  the world engage more in sun-seeking behaviour, the risk of health  complications from over-exposure to ultra-violet radiation is  becoming a substantial public health concern," said WHO  Director-General Lee Jong-wook. 

                By reducing the time children and adolescents are exposed to   direct sunlight, he said, "we can substantially reduce the risk of  contracting skin cancers, cataracts and other conditions which   might only appear much later in life". 

                In its 2002 World Health Report, the WHO said that around the   world an average of 66,000 people died every year from melanoma  or other types of skin cancer. 

                Independent scientific research shows that every year there are  between two to three million new cases of non-malignant  melanoma and around 130,000 malignant -- and normally fatal -- new full-blown skin cancer cases. 

                Although most known skin cancers seemed to occur in the   industrialised world, WHO radiation and environmental health  specialist Mike Repacholi told a news conference, there were   believed to be many unreported in poorer countries. 

                Although people with darker skins were less susceptible to skin  cancers, they were just as likely to contract eye cataracts as   fairer-skinned populations, and people living close to the equator   were even more likely to develop them. 

                Under the school plan, dubbed the Intersun Project, the two  agencies will distribute packages showing teachers how to   develop their own sun education programmes, the WHO said. 

                In a joint statement from the two agencies which also marked the   International Day for the Preservation of the Ozone Layer, UNEP  Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said latest studies showed the   protective shield was on the road to recovery. 

                This was the result of international agreements over the past two  decades to phase out use of various chemicals -- like those used  in some pesticides, refrigerators and aerosols. 

                "But we must remain vigilant and more needs to be done before we   can say that the problem is solved for good," said Toepfer. This  included stopping illegal trade in banned chemicals and enforcing   the agreements in developing countries. 

                "Only then can we say that the sky above our heads will be safe  for our children and their children to come," the former German  environment minister said. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Kuensel On-line

Preparing for the adverse affects of climate change

Least developed countries like Bhutan are expected to be   worst affected by climate change because they are “least  able to cope with it” mainly in terms of technology and resources. 

                   Preparing adaptation programmes in advance might, however, make it    easier to deal with climatic changes. 

                        Representatives of eight Asian LDCs train to prepare the NAPA

This week eight Asian LDCs including Bhutan met with members of the   LDC expert group (LEG) and the UN agencies in Thimphu to prepare  what is known as the national adaptation programmes of action  (NAPA) to deal with the impact of climate change. 

                   NAPA, approved by the 2001 conference of the parties to the united  nations framework convention on climate change (UNFCCC), will serve  as simplified and direct channels of communication relating to the

urgent and immediate adaptation needs of the LDCs.

                   “The rationale for developing NAPA is based on the low adaptive   capacity of LDCs which renders them in need of immediate and urgent  support to start adapting to current and projected adverse effects of

climate change,” said the chairperson of the LEG, La’avasa Malua. 

                   La’avasa Malua added that the two critical concerns for the Asian   LDCs are the impact of climate change on mountain ecosystems and  the coastal environment. “This workshop will provide generic advisory

services on the preparation, which is already underway, of NAPA for   the eight participating Asian LDCs.” The workshop is expected to  increase awareness and increase capacity in applying NAPA guidelines.

                   Though Bhutan has initiated significant efforts to address climate  change and other important environmental issues, Bhutan, as a LDC,   has its own share of potential dangers lurking around. “We have, in

fact, already started to witness in recent years the impact of severe    floods, unusual weather patterns and increasing incidences of tropical  diseases in our temperate regions,” agriculture minister Lyonpo Sangay

Ngedup told the participants at the inaugural session on September 9.  “Melting of glaciers has led to the creation of new glacial lakes and   expansion of existing ones. Of the 2,674 glacial lakes, 24 have been   identified as potentially dangerous.”

                   An inventory of glacial lakes and hazard mapping along the Pho chhu    basin has been done and the first national inventory of greenhouse  gases showed that the country sequestered 3,321 kilotonnes of  carbon in 1994.

                   Dr Dechen Tshering of the national environment commission   secretariat (NECS) said that some of the immediate concerns reflected   in Bhutan’s NAPA will be the glacial lakes, early warning system,   climate variability and monitoring of the river flow. She added that   energy and agriculture are the key sectors likely to be affected by the  climate change.

                   The united nations development programme resident representative,   Renata Lok Dessalian, said that climate change “will have a   disproportionately harsh impact on the LDCs.” The intergovernmental  panel on climate change states that “effects of climate change are  expected to be greatest in developing countries…in terms of loss of  life, effects on investment, and effects on the economy”.

                   A United Kingdom department for international development report  states that within LDCs the poor are likely to be the most vulnerable  to climate change shock. “The limited resources of LDCs means that             severe climatic events tax their ability to limit danger, immediately  prevent the outbreak of disease and meet the needs of refugees, and   to rebuild infrastructure, economies and communities over the long   term.”

                   Temperatures in the 20th century increased more than in any century   during the last 100 years according to the world meteorological  organisation. 

                   The intergovernmental panel on climate change projects that global  mean temperatures will increase in the 21st century in the range of  1.4 to 5.8 degree Celsius. This warming will be accompanied by an  increase in sea level rise of 0.09m to 0.88m by 2100, melting of  glaciers and increase in frequency and intensity of extreme climatic  events.

                   The director general of the strategic planning and policy division, Asian   branch, of the Canadian international development agency, Philip  Baker, said that climate change will have a more critical impact on

women. “With increasing drought it is women who have to walk longer   distances to collect water.”

                   The experts also stressed the need of NAPA to be integrated into   current plans, policies and programmes of the countries. They said   that NAPA must be so designed that they have a high likelihood of

being implemented, lay groundwork for future adaptation efforts and   are consistent with and support the overarching development  objectives of a country. 

                   The workshop was organised by the LEG, executed by united nations  institute for training and research and supported by UNFCCC, united  nations development programme, united nations environment

programme and global environment facility.

                   By Gopilal Acharya

                   gopilal@kuenselonline.com
_________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Oil and wildlife 'can co-exist'

By Alex Kirby 

                 In a rare tribute to the energy industry, scientists have praised  one company's record in exploiting an African oilfield. 

                 They say Shell's field has more wild  creatures than the surrounding   national parks. 

                 The company says its environment  policy has changed radically in the  last 30 years. 

                 It is working with the scientists on an  international code of practice for  other companies in sensitive areas. 

                 The scientists' surprising  endorsement of Shell's work is featured in Oil's Well?, a film made by

                 Television Trust for the Environment (TVE) and shown in its Sustainable  World series on BBC World. 

                 The scientists, from the US-based Smithsonian Institution, are   completing a two-year study of Shell's operations in its Rabi oilfield, in   the central west African state of Gabon. 

                 The world is losing 10 million hectares (25 m acres) of rainforest  annually, though Gabon's is better protected than that of many  countries: 85% of Gabon remains forested. 

                 The Smithsonian team has been working with local scientists to compile   the most detailed study ever undertaken of the Gabonese forest's   biodiversity. 

                 Together they have found many more species than the Americans had  expected - at least 95 sorts of amphibian, for example. 

                 The preliminary survey results show the Rabi field has a higher level  of   biodiversity than even the surrounding national parks. 

                 Forest left intact 

                 Shell tells the film crew about the techniques it is using to try to   minimise its impact - specially narrow forest roads, for instance, whose  verges are seeded with a mulch of indigenous plant seeds and nutrients

to encourage growth and prevent erosion. 

                 Land clearance around the wellheads  is kept to a minimum, and no  permanent settlements are allowed

in the forest. 

                 Laura Jackson, of Shell Gabon,  explains how technology has  advanced: "Recent developments in

drilling mean that we no longer have  to limit ourselves to vertical holes  through the reservoir. 

                 "Now we are able to use our drilling  tools to turn the corner and to drill 90 degrees through the reservoir. 

                 "So that should reduce the number of wells we have to drill and also  helps our production in the shorter term." 

                 Brian Ward of Shell Africa says: "I guess 30 years ago we would have  looked at the environmental impact more as a reactive response to  what we were doing, for example cleaning up any mess we had made,                 oil spills and so on. 

                 Hopes bettered 

                 "And latterly... we are really talking about how we can pre-empt damage, how we can design into our projects environmental  protection... " 

                 The Smithsonian scientists say the  company is acting on many of their   recommendations, often with

encouraging results. 

                 One says: "When I was first told we  were doing a survey of an oilfield in   Gabon, I wasn't quite sure what to   expect. 

                 "Typically, as a conservationist,  when I think of the oil industry and  so forth, it equates to habitat loss,

contamination of wetlands and so forth. 

                 Involving its peers 

                 "So I suppose my expectations were rather low. Right now we are at  Rabi, and there is a swamp just on my left here, which is just 200   metres off one of those gas-burning flares, and there are at least 10 different species calling from them. 

                 "They are doing very well, and it is comparable to swamps nearby. This   site still maintains good species diversity and very strong, viable   populations of amphibians... 

                 "As long as your overall system is still functioning at a very high quality,  small compromises here and there are something we should learn to  live with." 

                 Shell and the Smithsonian are now working on an international code of   practice for sensitive areas with other energy majors including BP,   Statoil and Chevron Texaco. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Agence France Presse

September 13, 2003 Saturday

HEADLINE: New African projects to dominate conservation congress next week: organisers
      BODY:

      A new protected marine area involving 10 west African countries and a major expansion of conservation

areas in Madagascar will be unveiled at a congress in South Africa next week, organisers said Saturday.

      Madagascar President Marc Ravalomanana, Zulu King Goodwill Zwelithini and the Ghananian king of the Akyem   Abuakwa, Osagyefuo Amoatia Ofori Panin, will attend the celebrations at the World Parks Congress in the eastern port city of Durban on Tuesday.

      The 10-day event, staged by the World Conservation Union (IUCN), has been discussing how to safeguard

the world's 100,000 protected areas, endangered species, funding and how to involve communities in

conservation. 

      IUCN Head of Global Programming Bill Jackson said several initiatives to expand protected areas in Africa

would be made public at the celebrations.

      "We will be announcing a new marine protected area involving 10 countries and about 50 organisations in

West Africa," Jackson told reporters but declined to give further details.

      The lack of marine conservation has been one of the major concerns highlighted at the congress. Seas and

oceans make up only 0.5 percent of the world's protected areas.

      The congress has also been talking about developing countries' struggle to maintain protected sites, and

      how people living in these areas can benefit economically while still sustaining the environment.

      An analysis released Friday showed that the bulk of a money shortfall to maintain existing protected areas

      was in developing countries that need at least another 1.5 billion dollars per year to sustain and manage

      these sites properly.

      Jackson said Ravalomanana was expected to make an important announcement on conservation in his

      country, which is Africa's largest island and the fourth largest island in the world.

      "He is expected to announce an expansion of protected areas," Jackson said.

      The congress has identified islands as one of the hot spots containing many endangered species but few

      protected areas.

      Jackson said the new initiatives would form part of the environmental arm of the continent's social and

      economic recovery plan, the New Partnership for Africa's Development (NEPAD).

      "It is very important because it is an element of a much broader dialogue within NEPAD," Jackson said.

      "We've been strongly engaged in NEPAD and have been supporting the programme where we can, particularly

      the engagement of civil society on environmental levels."

      South African Director General of Environmental Affairs Chippy Olver said a range of issues affecting Africa

      would be on Tuesday's agenda.

      These include building public support for protected areas and linking poverty reduction strategies with

      conservation.

      Improved management and funding, as well as endangered species in Africa will be on the agenda of a panel

      discussion under the theme "Protected areas as a tool for development."

      Mohammed Bakiar, involved in African affairs at Conservation International, said an announcement on

      additional funding for environmental matters on the continent would be made Tuesday.

      "Protected areas have been seen as an alien concept by many Africans," Bakiar said.

      "There's a growing need for us to mobilise all Africans to help recognise the importance of protected areas

      and make it part of their development agenda."

      Ravalomanana is expected to attend the closing ceremony Wednesday when the 2,500 delegates from more

      than 170 countries will adopt a "Durban Accord" mapping out objectives for the next 10 years.

      fgb/hn/wdb

      Environment-parks-Africa
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Tick-Tock Of Doom 

Radioactive spectres haunt Andhra as Nagarjuna Sagar   awaits a uranium mine nearby

S. ANAND, NITIN A. GOKHALE
                         At the end of the nuclear dream may lie the terrible reality of    human and environmental waste. As the department of atomic    energy (dae) desperately digs for new sources of natural   uranium in Andhra Pradesh, the costs could be enormous.   Having left a trail of deformed   children and unexplained deaths of

miners in Jaduguda, Jharkhand,   the nuclear establishment is all set   to spread the radioactive threat 

Radio Red   to hundreds of villages in the southern state. That is the fear   which currently stalks anti-nuclear and health activists. They   even warn against the impact on the twin cities of Hyderabad   and Secunderabad.

                         The Uranium Corporation of India Limited's (UCIL's)   hydro-metallurgical plant in Nalgonda district has attracted the   ire of environmentalists who say its proposed open-cast mine  abuts the massive Nagarjuna Sagar reservoir. It is feared that  radiation- and heavy metal-contaminated storm water run-off

from the uranium mines would find its way into the reservoir.  This is likely to impact the entire downstream of the Krishna    river basin which caters to over six districts. 

                            The 1,000-acre  core area   includes the "buffer zone" of   the notified Rajiv  Gandhi Tiger

Sanctuary. 

The processing of the uranium  ore mined at   Lambapur-Peddagattu will be  done 18 km away, in a mill at

Mallapuram that sits 4 km from  another water body, the   Akkampally reservoir. The  Andhra Pradesh government is   laying huge pipelines along a  130-km   route to supply water from this reservoir to              Hyderabad-Secunderabad and 600 villages most of whose  inhabitants are affected by fluorosis caused by excessive   presence of fluoride in potable water. Having a tailings  pond—where radioactive and chemical waste from the mines  and the mill will be dumped—close to the reservoir can be   dangerous, fears Ravi Rebbapragada of Mines, Minerals and    People, an ngo working for people who inhabit areas with  mines. A United Nations Environmental Programme report of 2001 lists 221 tailings dam "incidents" the world over.

                         The disaster called Jaduguda should serve as an eye-opener.   Says M.V. Ramana, research staff member at Princeton  University's program on science and global security: "In  Jaduguda, uranium mill tailings have been used to construct    houses and roads; UCIL authorities have not warned the public   that these emit radioactive radon and are therefore harmful to   health." According to the UN Scientific Committee on the

Effects of Atomic Radiation, 70 per cent of the total radiation  exposure to miners comes from radon emissions. Besides the   tailings, the 'rock overburden'—the pressure of tonnes of rock  piling up as a result of mining—poses an environmental  problem.

                         In Jaduguda, the radon-emitting tailings pond was perceived as  the key hazard to the villages that surrounded it. Till 1999, the  tailings pond was not fenced off and people and animals used  to even walk over it. A study conducted in 2000 by two medics,   Sanghamitra and Surendra Gadekar, in the vicinity of Jaduguda                    showed that 8 per 1,000 was the incidence of TB in the normal   population. But among the miners it was 80 per 1,000. Says  Surendra: "Not all cases are actually of TB. Silicosis and lung   cancer are occupational diseases that afflict uranium miners  the world over. But UCIL chooses to term them TB." For, this  allows it to blame the affliction on microorganisms rather than  the noxious byproducts of mining.

                         The Gadekars' study also found a high incidence of congenital  deformities: "There were 60 people with congenital deformities  born near Jaduguda as against just 10 in otherwise similar   villages. Living in the vicinity of a uranium plant is a sure   invitation to producing deformed children.

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Canada vows to stay Kyoto course,    Russia regardless 

CANADA: September 16, 2003
                OTTAWA - Canada will meet its commitments under  the Kyoto climate change protocol regardless of

whether Russia ratifies the landmark environmental  treaty, bringing it into force, Environment Minister

David Anderson said yesterday. 

                "Kyoto is about climate change," Anderson told Reuters. "We are assuming that whatever happens, we will proceed  in Canada with a vigorous program regardless."

                The protocol, agreed at a summit in Kyoto, Japan, in 1997,  employs a complex weighting system for emission quotas   and only comes into force if countries responsible for 55  percent of emissions ratify it.

                Without the United States, by far the world's largest   polluter, it needs to be endorsed by Russia, which

accounts for 17 percent of emissions.

                "I fully expect Russia to make a decision in the not too  distant future, in other words probably within a year but we'll  see," Anderson said.

                Canada ratified the protocol late last year, despite   opposition by the oil industry and resource-rich provinces,  which argued it would curb growth and cost jobs.

                As part of its Kyoto commitments, Canada is keen to use  its big grain-growing industry to help reduce consumption of  climate-changing fossil fuels.

                Natural Resources Minister Herb Dhaliwal said yesterday   the government will study auto-parts maker Delphi Corp.'s  DPH.N recent innovations in Brazil that make more efficient  use of ethanol, which is made from grains.

                "We've allocated C$100 million ($73 million) to increase the   use of ethanol, so certainly if there's new technology that  can help us in terms of reducing greenhouse gas emissions   through a more efficient use of ethanol, we'd be very  interested," Dhaliwal said as he left Parliament.

                Delphi's technology center near Sao Paulo, Brazil, has  developed a device that triggers an alteration in the  oxygen-to-fuel mix, which aims to create optimum  conditions to burn either gasoline or ethanol, The                Economist reported last week. 

                Story by Gilbert Le Gras 

                REUTERS NEWS SERVICE

___________________________________________________________________________________________
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UN or UNEP in the news

Preparing for the adverse affects of climate change
Kuensel Bhutan (By Gopilal Acharya), Sept 16, 2003 - Least developed countries like Bhutan are expected to be worst affected by climate change because they are “least able to cope with it” mainly in terms of technology and resources. 
Preparing adaptation programmes in advance might, however, make it easier to deal with climatic changes.

This week eight Asian LDCs including Bhutan met with members of the LDC expert group (LEG) and the UN agencies in Thimphu to prepare what is known as the national adaptation programmes of action (NAPA) to deal with the impact of climate change.
… The workshop was organised by the LEG, executed by united nations institute for training and research and supported by UNFCCC, united nations development programme, united nations environment programme and global environment facility. 

http://www.kuenselonline.com/article.php?sid=3262&mode=thread&order=0&thold=0 
Children at high risk from ozone decline
The New Zealand Herald, September 16, 2003 - GENEVA - Two United Nations agencies are warning that children are most at risk of developing skin cancers as a result of the long-term decline in the earth's protective ozone layer. 
The agencies, the World Health Organisation (WHO) and the UN Environmental Programme (UNEP), issued the warning as they launched a global programme aimed at alerting schools to the dangers of exposure to the sun. http://www.nzherald.co.nz/storydisplay.cfm?storyID=3523754&thesection=news&thesubsection=world 

WHO seeks to warn children about risks of sun
 http://thestar.com.my/news/story.asp?file=/2003/9/15/latest/14057WHOseeks&sec=latest 


General environment news

Pacific environment the responsibility of all regional countries 
A New Zealand government minister says Pacific countries are under huge pressure to keep their environment clean, but New Zealand and other countries should also take a lead.
Environment and Aid Minister, Marion Hobbs says sometimes bigger countries bring their rubbish into the Pacific.
She says New Zealand - for example - has ships and yachts passing through the Pacific, and New Zealanders therefore also have a responsibility for keeping the Pacific clean.
The Minister was speaking in Wellington on her return from a meeting in Samoa hosted by the South Pacific Regional Environment Programme during which Pacific environment ministers discussed a draft action plan for the region. 
http://www.goasiapacific.com/news/GoAsiaPacificBNP_946482.htm 

S.Korea recovers from typhoon, damage at $1 bln 
Daily News, September 16, 2003 - SEOUL, Monday (Reuters) Thousands of homes in South Korea remained without electricity on Monday, three days after the country's most powerful typhoon on record killed at least 87 people and caused an estimated $1 billion in damage. 
http://www.dailynews.lk/2003/09/16/wor04.html 

Elephant conservation experts to meet in Lanka 
Daily News, September 16, 2003 - Elephant safaris in Africa and the need to capture Asian elephants to save them will be on the agenda when experts meet in Colombo this week to discuss conservation and Sri Lanka hopes to focus attention on its own problems with the animals. 
The Biodiversity and Elephant Conservation Trust, a co-organiser of the symposium on 'human elephant relationships and conflicts' said 60 papers will be discussed. 
Experts from the United States, Africa, Australia, Asia and Europe will thrash out their conservation theories during the three-day conference starting on Friday. 
http://www.dailynews.lk/2003/09/16/new33.html 

Cancun Meeting News


DEVELOPED nations responsible for failure of Cancun meeting: ...  - Deepika, India

New Delhi, Sep 15 (UNI) India today said the lack of "sufficient flexibility" on the part of developed nations in compromising their positions on the Singapore ...
http://www.deepikaglobal.com/ENG3_sub.asp?ccode=ENG3&newscode=22788 

WORLD TRADE ORGANISATION: Rich countries ignore Third World's ...  - Green Left, Australia

... chief trade negotiator Victor Alvarez on September 5 called on all underdeveloped countries to refuse to make any new commitments at the Cancun meeting because ...         
Japan to continue efforts to help craft a road map for global ...
http://www.greenleft.org.au/current/554p17.htm 

DRAMATIC END IN MEXICO: Tough stance scuttles meet - The Nation, Thailand

... But the dramatic collapse of the talks could hardly have surprised Thaksin, who earlier predicted there was little hope the Cancun meeting would achieve a ...
http://www.nationmultimedia.com/page.news.php3?clid=6&theme=A&usrsess=1&id=100264 

TRADE TALKS: Focus back on bilateral deals - The Nation, Thailand
... The minister expressed his deep disappointment with the failure of the Cancun meeting to advance the negotiations under the Doha Development Agenda. ...
http://www.nationmultimedia.com/page.news.php3?clid=2&theme=A&usrsess=1&id=100226
_________________________________________________________________________________________
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16 September 2003
General Environmental news

Prehistoric discoveries in Gabon's Lopé reserve 

Libreville, Gabon (PANA) - Several prehistoric sites (cut stones, rupestrian art, furnaces) in central Gabon's Lope reserve indicate that there was very early human settlement in the area, according to researchers working under the Conservation and Rational use of Forest Ecosystems in Central Africa (ECOFAC). Although the a unique cultural heritage in central Africa is famous for its ecotourism, particularly its rich fauna and flora, the pre-historic remains in Lopé show that human beings lived in the area 350,000 years ago. It was in 1987 that prehistoric researchers celebrated the 100th anniversary since the existence of Stone Age and prehistory was recognized in 1887. However, new research activities only began in the Lopé region in 1982. These led to the discovery of the oldest cut stones ever to be found in the forests of central Africa on the Ogooué river terrace, perched at a height of 175 metres in Elarmekora, which are estimated to be between 350,000-400,000 years old, the European Union indicates. Similarly, several early and middle stone-age remains in stone-line type formations and late stone-age alluvial terraces in the form of cut stones are located in the formation of covers overlying the stone-line. Furthermore, an exceptional discovery of rupestrian art, which currently contains about 1,500 engravings was made in 1987. Due to its numerous paleo-climatic remains, the Lopé region appears to be the richest archaeological area as well as the most interesting area for the re-creation of the human environment during the Quaternary era.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng012257&dte=15/09/2003
Half of Africa's Bird Species Face Extinction

BuaNews (Pretoria): Africa's globally threatened bird species are on the brink of extinction, as new research shows that 43 percent of Africa's most critically important places for birds and biodiversity conservation have no legal designation, leaving 19 percent of the them at risk. A study by BirdLife International found that of the 1230 Important Bird Areas (IBA's) in 58 African countries and their associated Islands, only 57 percent enjoy any form of official recognition or protection. Only 33 percent of them are fully covered by a protected area and 13 percent are recognized under international law such as World Heritage or Ramsar conventions. The IBA programme aims to identify and protect a network of critical sites for the world's birds using standardised, internationally agreed criteria. These sites shelter bird species that are globally threatened, have restricted ranges or congregate in large numbers. The research was detailed at the fifth World Parks Congress plenary session 'Global Assessments and Gaps in the system,' on Friday where delegates are thrashing out a detailed plan to conserve protected areas. The main threats affecting IBA's in 20 African countries are agricultural encroachment and habitat clearance threatening 51 percent of sites, over-exploitation such as hunting and clearance for fuel wood threatening 47 percent and commercial logging threatening 20 percent.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200309150203.html
WB Blames Govts for Lake Victoria Pollution

The East African Standard (Nairobi): The three East African countries have been accused of failing to address industrial waste discharge into Lake Victoria. A World Bank report says industrial and municipal effluent management objectives were not formulated by the states. The report indicates that industrial pilot projects were not undertaken as was stipulated in the programme. Guidelines, economic instruments and effluent standards are still lacking in Kenya and Tanzania but are ready for use in Uganda. "Kenya and Tanzania lack data on the reports and data assessment has not been undertaken by Kenya," the report says. It further says Tanzania and Kenya are yet to undertake rehabilitation of sewer plants. On land use and wetland management, the report says no policy framework had been put in place by the three countries. The objectives are inconsistent in Uganda and Kenya and delayed in Tanzania. Current fishing is over exploiting the Nile perch stock in the lake. On the water hyacinth, the report says the weed coverage has reduced by 80-90 per cent in most areas. The major remaining inflow of the weed to the lake is from river Kagera. Several remedial measures have been undertaken in Uganda and Tanzania but with little success. Community involvement in tackling the weed has helped in its reduction, the report says.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200309150663.html
Kenya ponders long-term flood control plan 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) -Kenya's National disaster management committee is working on a long-term plan to find a lasting solution to perennial flood problems in some parts of the country, a Red Cross official said in Nairobi Monday. Philip Tarus, Kenyan Red Cross Society's Disaster response officer said feasibility studies on the programme had already been carried out in flood-prone areas of the country for the possibility of constructing dykes on the banks of some rivers. He said the committee, which draws membership from the UN Development Programme (UNDP), UN Children's Fund (UNICEF), NGOs World Vision and Amref, and the Kenyan Presidency, has expressed concern over the perennial floods in the country and attendant damage. Tarus led the committee's team on a just-ended assessment visit to flood ravaged areas in western Kenya's Lake Victoria basin districts of Busia, Siaya, Kisumu, Nyando and Bondo. "Although the programme will take a long time to start, we are determined to come up with a solution to flooding in the country," he told PANA.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng012275&dte=15/09/2003
ADB to finance water harnessing study in Niger 

Dakar, Senegal (PANA) -African Development Fund (ADF) board of directors have approved a grant of 0.85 million Units of Account (UA) or US$1.18 million to finance a water mobilization study in the south-eastern Maradi region in Niger. The poverty-stricken region is currently the only region in Niger that has not benefited from a specific study to evaluate the quantifiable potential of water harnessing, says a news release from the African Development Bank, temporarily based in Tunis, Tunisia. The study aims to contribute to poverty reduction by reinforcing food security through increased farm production. According to the release received here Monday, the study "will make it possible to define an operations programme centred on water development." Each year, runoff rainwater account for about 30 billion cubic metres, but only 1% is effectively exploited. The remainder is not only unexploited but is a factor of erosion and serious deterioration. The study would last for 16 months and will be conducted in two phases of eight month each.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng012229&dte=15/09/2003
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M O N D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
Annan pushes ahead with efforts to achieve agreement on Iraq

*
Talks on Iraq with permanent Council members will help build consensus – Annan

*
In face of new violence, UN Middle East envoy calls for speeding up Road Map

*
Draft resolution on Middle East under discussion in Security Council – President

*
Past year a ‘trying’ one for UN, Annan says in annual report

*
Annan urges ‘determined’ resumption of deadlocked world trade talks

*
WTO disappointed by Cancún setback, pledges to put trade talks back on track

*
General Assembly caps 2003 work, condemns ‘deliberate’ attack on UN staff

*
Security Council, Annan denounce coup d’état in Guinea-Bissau

*
First UN relief mission in months lands in Liberia port town

*
Annan recommends a 1-year extension of UN mission in Guatemala

*
In bid to streamline work, UN opens central investigation office in Vienna

*
Annan calls for enhanced safeguards against nuclear weapons production

*
Two-thirds of all countries have banned landmines since 1999 – Annan

*
Community-based efforts key to child survival, UNICEF chief says

*
Top UN envoy on displaced persons wraps up visit to Russian Federation

*
Sudanese refugees fleeing into Chad to escape air attacks – UN agency

*
New measures in Afghanistan aim to promote law and order, UN reports

*
Preparations for UN information summit continue in Geneva

*
Annan urges greater understanding between Muslim and Western countries

*
Two UN agencies and partners launch campaign to prevent over-exposure to sun

*
Pavarotti, Ali featured in new UN ads promoting International Day of Peace

* * * *
Iraq

15 September – Pushing his efforts to achieve consensus on the next steps in Iraq, Secretary-General Kofi Annan planned to meet today with the remaining members of the United Nations Security Council following his weekend talks with the Foreign Ministers of the 15-nation body’s five veto-wielding powers in Geneva.

Returning to UN Headquarters in New York today, Mr. Annan played down reported differences between the United States, which currently runs the Coalition Provisional Authority ruling Iraq, and France, which is said to want a much speedier transfer to an interim Iraqi authority and accelerated writing of a constitution and general elections. The other three members at the Geneva meeting were China, the Russian Federation and the United Kingdom.

“You shouldn’t forget that this was the first time since the war that the permanent five have sat in one room to discuss this crucial issue of Iraq,” he told reporters. “And right from the beginning we had issued a statement that we had not gone to Geneva to settle the resolution; besides, it will require the entire Council to settle that resolution.”

He noted that he would be meeting with them again at his annual meeting with Foreign Ministers at the end of the week.

Asked about the timetable for restoring Iraqi sovereignty, he said: “Everybody agrees that we should try and hand over power to the Iraqis as soon as possible. All five in Geneva agree. I think that disagreements have been overplayed in the press, quite frankly. I think there are objectives which are shared. The question is, how do you get there, and how best do we organize ourselves to get it done.”

Stressing that it was not a question of the UN taking over Iraq, Mr. Annan said: “As I have indicated, we believe that we can assist the Iraqis in administering their own territory. It is not a question of the UN running Iraq. Obviously, the UN can play a role, but as I have indicated that role has to be clearly defined by the Council. It has to be achievable and of course, the security environment should also permit us to play our role.”

In reply to another question, he added: “Some people, when they talk about a UN role, seem to think the UN is going to take over the country and run it. That has never been the issue. Nor is the UN interested in taking over the security aspects and putting UN blue helmets (peacekeepers) on the ground. So we have to be very clear what it is that the UN is being asked to do.

“We have had very good experience in facilitating political processes, helping countries that have been in difficulties to re-establish democratically elected governments, helping them draft a constitution and a whole range of activities that we have had experience doing and would be able to do. But we are not going to go in and run Iraq.”

Mr. Annan convened the Geneva meeting as the United States prepared to submit a new resolution to the Council, which according to published reports would create a multinational force for Iraq led by Washington and authorized by the UN in an effort to win greater participation from countries unwilling to serve without UN authorization.

* * *

Iraq
13 September – Seeking to foster progress on the international approach to Iraq, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan met today in Geneva with senior officials from each of the Security Council’s five veto-wielding States – China, France, the Russian Federation, the United Kingdom and the United States. 

“The meeting with the five Permanent Members of the Security Council today enabled us to conduct a thorough review of the main issues of Iraq and to do so in a constructive atmosphere with a view to identifying the points of convergence,” he said after emerging from the talks, which dealt with both the current security situation as well as a future multilateral force authorized by the Security Council. 

Mr. Annan said the meeting was not expected to generate instant results. “Discussions today were not intended, I repeat not intended, to devise specific solutions,” he said. “They will contribute to building a consensus towards the future of Iraq, including the definition of a UN role.” 

Stressing the importance of concerted action, he observed that “a unified approach by the Permanent Members would make it easier for the Security Council as a whole to devise an effective policy.” 

He was optimistic that consensus is “essential and achievable,” but added that this would not be enough. “The Council’s approach must be coherent and well defined,” he said. 

All participants, he reported, “share the aspiration to transfer power to the Iraqi people as soon as possible.” 

During the closed-door meeting, the Secretary-General said he “conveyed the concerns of the humanitarian community that it requires both adequate military deployment and a clear political horizon for the transfer of authority to Iraqi institutions.” 

On the Middle East, the P-5 reaffirmed their commitment to the Road Map outlined by the diplomatic Quartet – the United States, UN, Russian Federation and European Union. “The Permanent Members of the Security Council recognized that both sides have obligations under the Quartet’s Road Map and must fulfil them and that it is now essential to go ahead with its implementation,” he said. 

Top representatives of the Quartet are scheduled to meet in New York later this month “to consider all relevant aspects of the issue and determine how best to help the parties move forward with the process,” he added. 

To a press question on the UN’s role in transferring sovereignty to Iraq, Mr. Annan said “it is the population and people of Iraq who should assume authority, but the United Nations is ready to work with them and help them.” 

Asked about Council action, he said “the vital thing is not just voting but having a solid and workable resolution, a resolution we can put into effect and will help us in our efforts on the ground and may also help convince the people in Iraq that we are handing government back to them and working with them.” 

“To win the minds and hearts of the Iraqis should also be a part of the process,” he added. “Not just what military assets are needed.” 

At the outset of the session, the Secretary-General requested that a moment of silence be observed in memory of the late Swedish Foreign Minister Anna Lindh, who died after being stabbed in a Stockholm department store earlier this week.

He called her “a true internationalist and a determined friend of the United Nations,” and paid tribute to “her personality, her dynamism, her intellect and the passion with which she defended causes she so strongly believed in.”

* * *
Middle East

15 September – Declaring that the Middle East now stood at the crossroads between recommitment to peace and descent into major bloodshed, the senior United Nations envoy for the region, Terje Roed-Larsen, today called for determined international engagement and a bold acceleration of the Road Map process to jump start efforts to resolve the crisis.

“I wish to note that the Road Map contains provisions for acceleration or slowing down of the process,” Mr. Roed-Larsen, UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process, said at the outset of an open meeting of the Security Council, referring to the plan put forward by the UN, European Union, Russian Federation and United States that calls for parallel and reciprocal steps by Israel and the Palestinians leading to two states living side by side in peace by 2005.

“Given the current situation, it might be appropriate to speed up the Road Map,” Mr. Roed-Larsen said, regretting in hindsight that the process had moved too slowly and incrementally when what was needed were bold steps to achieve a true parallelism for ending terrorism against Israelis by Palestinian militants and occupation and settlement of Palestinian territory by Israel.

“Bold steps, related to settlements and security, and involving increased activity from the international community might be necessary in order to improve the environment and assist to jump start a resumption of the process,” he said in his briefing.

“We are now crossing dire and stormy straits,” he declared of the recent cycle of violence and counter-violence on both sides, which over the past month has killed 38 Israelis and 43 Palestinians. “At this difficult time we have no choice but to increase our efforts to implement the Road Map.”

On Israel’s decision earlier this month to remove Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat, “in a manner and at a time of its choosing,” Mr. Roed-Larsen stressed: “Mr. Arafat is democratically elected, and as such, the legitimate leader of the Palestinians. He embodies Palestinian identity and national aspirations. He is now far from irrelevant.”

The UN envoy said neither side had “seriously and actively” addressed the core concerns of the other – for Israel security and freedom from terrorist attack, for Palestinians a viable independent state based on pre-1967 war borders.

“The two key issues in the peace process are terrorism and occupation,” he said, stressing that progress on the latter issue was essential for a Palestinian Prime Minister to win the necessary popular base to clamp down on terrorism.

“This essential public support could best be achieved, under the current circumstances, through abandonment of settlements. The continued expansion of settlements produces the opposite effect,” he added, noting that over the past four months a single but essential issue – security for Israel from terrorism – became the sole focus of Road Map implementation.

“We must reassert the principle of parallelism by beginning to end both terrorism and occupation,” he declared.

Invited to address the Council, the Permanent Observer of Palestine, Nasser Al-Kidwa, said the international community must take decisive and swift action in order to prevent Israel from carrying out the “illegal and insane act” of removing Mr. Arafat. It was necessary to return to the negotiating table and the Road Map must be revived and implemented in a real and honest way, he added. The Council must officially order the two sides to comply with their responsibilities.

For his part, Israeli Ambassador Dan Gillerman said that 10 years ago at the time of the Oslo peace accords, Israel was willing to believe that Mr. Arafat had abandoned the path of terrorism and embarked on the road to true reconciliation and mutual recognition.  Unfortunately Mr. Arafat had lied, he added, and it was abundantly clear that the person with the standing to deliver a fair and genuine peace on the Palestinian side had done the most to bury its chances.

* * *

Middle East

15 September – After a daylong debate on the situation in the Middle East, in which it heard the views of more than 40 countries, the members of the Security Council held informal talks on a resolution proposed by Syria with an eye towards a vote on the text tomorrow, the President of the 15-nation body said today.

Ambassador Emyr Jones Parry of the United Kingdom told reporters, after the closed-door talks, that Syria was keen to put its text to an early vote.

“During our consultations, Council members expressed their concern to send a strong, united message to the parties involved,” he noted, and as a result of those talks, “the Syrian delegation has agreed to consult with others and will consider proposed amendments to the text before coming back to the Council to offer an amended version.”

The Council agreed that once the Syrians have presented an amended text, Ambassador Jones Parry added, “the Syrian delegation and the Presidency will consult on the timing of a vote, leaving open the possibility of an early vote tomorrow on that amended resolution.”

* * *

United Nations

15 September – The past year has been a “trying” one in terms of peace and security, with the war in Iraq severely testing the principle of collective security and the resilience of the United Nations, Secretary-General Kofi Annan says in his annual report on the work of the UN released today.

“Rarely in its fifty-eight-year history have such dire forecasts been made about the United Nations,” the Secretary-General writes in advance of the next session of the General Assembly, which opens tomorrow. “The United Nations will emerge strengthened if we make a measured appreciation of what happened, think about the sort of Organization we want in the future, and start making the necessary changes.”

Recounting the various peace operations of the UN, the Secretary-General noted that peace agreements by themselves mark only the first step in brining lasting peace and prosperity to war-torn societies. “Countries emerging from civil strife must find their own paths to humane governance and national reconciliation, but international assistance will often be necessary,” he says.

Mr. Annan also pays tribute to his Special Representative for Iraq, Sergio Vieira de Mello, who, along with 21 others, was killed in a bomb blast – “a cold-blooded and savage attack” – at the UN office in Baghdad on 19 August.

“This was the most deliberate and vicious attack against the United Nations in its history,” he says. “Those extremists who killed our colleagues have committed a crime, not only against the United Nations, but against Iraq itself.”

In addition to peace and security, several other issues command the attention of the international community, and the efforts to address those challenges – ranging from refugees to HIV/AIDS to sustainable development – require partnerships and alliances, the Secretary-General stresses.

“The United Nations is not an end in itself,” the Secretary-General says. “Rather, it is an instrument for achieving common ends. The strength and effectiveness of the Organization depends on the active support of its Member States and their policies…In calculating their national interests, they should give due weight to the value and importance of a just and stable world order.”

* * *

World trade

15 September – Voicing regret at the deadlock in the latest round of world free trade talks, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today called on all concerned to “come back in a determined fashion” to reach an agreement within the next year or so.

“I must admit, I knew it was going to be a difficult session,” Mr. Annan said of the five-day meeting of trade ministers of the 146-nation World Trade Organization (WTO), which ended yesterday in Cancún, Mexico, deadlocked over issues ranging from agricultural subsidies by rich countries to investment policies in poor countries.

“I had expected it to achieve much more than they achieved. I had hoped all along that we would try to retain some of the spirit of Doha and really try and come up with an agreement that would be beneficial to developing countries as they try to improve their own situation,” he told reporters at UN Headquarters in New York, referring to the agenda adopted in 2001 in the Qatari capital in an effort to achieve freer trade.

“Well, the talks have ended. Not much was achieved, but I hope that is not the end of the road and that the parties will go back and reflect and then come back in a determined fashion to try and fashion an agreement within the next year or so,” he added.

An official statement issued later by his spokesman said the Secretary-General “regrets that the ministerial meeting of the World Trade Organization in Cancún was suspended without agreement, but hopes this is not the end of the road, and that the Doha Round will still deliver on its promise of greater exchange and prosperity for all, especially the developing countries.

“He also notes that for the first time the developing countries have found their collective voice in international trade negotiations and acted in concert to defend their interests, notably on the issue of agricultural protection and subsidies. He believes this is a positive development which holds great hope for the future,” the statement added.

* * *

World trade

15 September – The head of the World Trade Organization (WTO) has pledged to put negotiations for freer trade back on track after a deadlock crippled a major ministerial conference that ended yesterday, saying he was disappointed but not downhearted.

There was no hiding the fact that the deadlock was a setback and it was important to ensure the negotiations are put back on track, WTO Director-General Supachai Panitchpakdi said after the talks collapsed yesterday in Cancún, Mexico.

If the Doha Development Agenda – adopted in 2001 in the Qatari capital of Doha in an effort to achieve freer trade worldwide – fails, the losers will be the poor of the world, Mr. Supachai added, pledging to work hard for a successful outcome.

At the end of the five-day meeting the trade ministers of the 146-nation WTO issued a statement instructing Mr. Supachai to convene a meeting of the General Council at the senior officials level by 15 December “to take the action necessary at that stage to enable us to move towards a successful and timely conclusion of the negotiations.”

The General Council is the WTO’s highest-level decision-making body in Geneva, meeting regularly to carry out the functions of the WTO. It has representatives, usually ambassadors or equivalent, from all member governments and has the authority to act on behalf of the ministerial conference, which only meets about every two years.

The talks ran aground over issues ranging from the speedy elimination of agricultural subsidies by rich countries that undercut farmers in the world’s poorest nations to the so-called Singapore issues – trade and investment, competition policy, transparency in government procurement – which developing nations felt might interfere with their domestic policies.

“All participants have worked hard and constructively to make progress as required under the Doha mandates,” the ministerial statement said. “We have, indeed, made considerable progress. However, more work needs to be done in some key areas to enable us to proceed towards the conclusion of the negotiations in fulfilment of the commitments we took at Doha.”

Referring to the December meeting, it added: “We will bring with us into this new phase all the valuable work that has been done at this Conference. In those areas where we have reached a high level of convergence on texts, we undertake to maintain this convergence while working for an acceptable overall outcome. Notwithstanding this setback, we reaffirm all our Doha Declarations and Decisions and recommit ourselves to working to implement them fully and faithfully.”

* * *

General Assembly

15 September – The United Nations General Assembly today closed its fifty-seventh session by unanimously condemning the 19 August attack on the UN headquarters in Baghdad, and urgently called on all nations to help find and prosecute the perpetrators of this “vicious act.”

Recognizing the selfless commitment of UN staff members who serve the ideals of the Organizations around the world, the UN’s 191-member governing body strongly condemned the “atrocious and deliberate” attack on Baghdad’s Canal Hotel, which killed 15 UN staff – the largest ever in one incident – seven others, and wounded more than 100.

The Assembly also paid special tribute to Sergio Vieira de Mello, the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights and Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative for Iraq, and his colleagues who perished in this “senseless tragedy.”

Along with a call to bring the perpetrators, organizers and sponsors of the attack to justice, the Assembly also called for “intensified international cooperation to prevent and eradicate such acts of terrorism and to hold accountable all those who participate in such acts.”

The text, submitted by Assembly President Jan Kavan of the Czech Republic, was one of nearly 60 open items taken up today to close out the body’s work for 2003, which included filling vacancies in subsidiary organs.

Other items, including draft decisions on sustainable development and international economic cooperation, as well as the revitalization of the work of the General Assembly, were among those that were referred on to the fifty-eighth session, set to open tomorrow afternoon under the Presidency of Julian Robert Hunte of Saint Lucia.

In his concluding remarks to the closing meeting, Mr. Kavan told delegates that the UN has been through a very difficult year. During the session, “the General Assembly discussed a wide range of issues from conflict prevention to more effective implementation of the Millennium Development Goals; from more coordinated and integrated follow-up to major United Nations conferences and summits to – one of the most important issues on the UN agenda – reform of the United Nations system.”

“We have reached consensus and adopted many resolutions and decisions, however, some of the ideas and proposals have not been finalized,’ he said, adding that he expected that consideration of these ideas will continue in the next session.

Mr. Kavan added that he hoped the UN would focus not only on Assembly matters, and its revitalization, but also on further involvement of the UN in guiding the world’s affairs. “I am convinced that the role of the United Nations should be far more decisive than it has been in recent times…This obviously applies also to the Security Council and its responsibilities in areas of maintenance of international peace and security today, particularly including Iraq.”

* * *

Guinea-Bissau

15 September – The United Nations Security Council today joined Secretary-General Kofi Annan in condemning the coup d’état in Guinea-Bissau and called for the speedy restoration of constitutional order in that country.

Council President Ambassador Emyr Jones Parry of the United Kingdom told the press that the 15-nation body had been “following with concern” the events that took place in Guinea-Bissau yesterday.

“They condemn the assumption of power-through non-constitutional means, especially by threat of the use of force,” Ambassador Jones Parry said, adding that the Council members called for the speedy restoration of constitutional order and the holding of legislative elections as soon as possible.

He said the members also called on the parties concerned to ensure the safety and security of all in Guinea-Bissau.

“Members of the Security Council welcome the constructive role played by the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) and the Community of Portuguese Speaking States (CPLP), the member Governments of which are trying to find a peaceful resolution to the crisis,” Ambassador Jones Parry said.

Yesterday, a spokesman for Mr. Annan issued a statement denouncing the action and urging measures to bring stability to the turbulent African nation as well as the restoration of constitutional order.

“He further calls on the parties concerned not to resort to any acts of violence or retribution and urges that every effort be made to ensure the safety and security of all,” the statement said.

* * *

Liberia

15 September – For the first time in months, a joint United Nations humanitarian mission managed to enter the small port of Harper in southern Liberia and has reported that the “largely deserted” town has suffered extensive looting.
According to the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), the World Food Programme (WFP) relief ship Martin I arrived from the capital Monrovia on Saturday. The team began working yesterday afternoon amid tight security and after negotiating safe passage from the rebel faction, the Movement for Democracy in Liberia (MODEL), which has occupied the port since May.

The 15-member team comprises representatives from the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), the World Health Organisation (WHO), as well as OCHA, WFP and one international non-governmental organization (NGO), the Danish Refugee Council, and a Liberian healthcare NGO, MERCI.

“Harper is practically deserted,” said Jo Hegenauer, UNHCR’s Senior Emergency Officer who was part of team. “We estimated that fewer than 700 people are currently living in the town. Almost everyone is a male between the ages of 15 and 50. The few women we saw were businesswomen selling goods from Ivory Coast.”

Meanwhile in New York, the UN Security Council had a scheduled meeting with potential troop and civilian police-contributing countries to the proposed UN peacekeeping operation in Liberia. Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative for Liberia, Jacques Paul Klein, is expected to brief the 15-nation body tomorrow.

Mr. Klein told reporters Friday that the country had “stepped back in time” and that he would ask the Security Council not to be indifferent to the people of Liberia. He said the hardest part would be to rebuild Liberia in terms of long-range reconstruction and funding, because the regime of former President Charles Taylor had effectively destroyed the State. He is expected to press the Council to authorize some 15,000 troops and 900 international police officers for the mission.

* * *

Guatemala

15 September – With general elections in Guatemala less than two months away, and with the country’s third successive new Government since 1996 about to take office, Secretary-General Kofi Annan has recommended a one-year extension of the United Nations mission there to help contribute to a smooth transition.

The coming year will be “decisive” for the future of Guatemala’s peace process, the Secretary-General writes in a new report out today on the UN Verification Mission in the country (MINUGUA). It describes a “complex and precarious” political context that has slowed implementation of the agreements reached between the Government and the Unidad Revolucionaria Nacional Guatemalteca.

The Mission was to be phased out at the end of this year, but in light of the efforts to implement the 1996 peace agreements – repeatedly frustrated by false starts and failed expectations – Guatemalan President Alfonso Portillo had requested that it be extended to cover the new government’s first 12 months in office. Following consultations, Mr. Annan has now recommended MINUGUA’s extension until 31 December 2004 and lays out the proposed structure and staffing requirements in the report.

In his report, Mr. Annan writes that when the new government takes over, “it will face the weighty responsibilities of advancing the broad agenda for democratization laid out in the peace agreements.” Those future responsibilities made it all the more crucial that the upcoming elections take place in a climate of tolerance, non-violence and transparency, “with absolute regard for the fairness and legality of the proceedings.”

At the same time, Mr. Annan says that he is concerned that implementation of the peace accords had repeatedly fallen short of expectations and of “the urgent needs of the people.” And while MINUGUA had verified some progress in specific areas like the approval of a reparations programme for victims of human rights abuses committed during the armed conflict, “too many governmental initiatives were inconclusive or limited in relation to the magnitude of the problems they sought to address.”

Advances, he adds, tended to be overshadowed in the public eye by a worsening security situation, persistent corruption, ongoing persecution of human rights activists and other negative developments. The November elections will be held “in an increasingly tense and polarized atmosphere,” Mr. Annan says, noting some violent incidents had already occurred during the early campaign period. At stake are the presidency, all 158 congressional seats and 331 municipal governments.

“The profound inequalities entrenched impunity, and persisting weakness in the justice system…make it difficult for many in [Guatemalan] society to perceive the benefits of peace in their everyday lives,” Mr Annan writes. The new Government, together with civil society and the private sector, must work with increased energy and commitment to break out of these patterns and lead the country into a new period characterized by the rule of law and full human development. MINUGA meanwhile, will continue to verify compliance with peace agreements, offer good offices and technical assistance.

* * *

Internal oversight

15 September – Continuing efforts to streamline the work of the United Nations, the world body’s Office of Internal Oversight Services (OIOS) today opened a more centralized investigations bureau in Vienna, a move that will allow substantial savings in time and cost.

“The decision to relocate parts of the Investigations Division, while maintaining a small staff at the UN Headquarters in New York, was based on strategic considerations as well as on the reality of resource constraints,” Under-Secretary-General for Internal Oversight Services, Dileep Nair, said at the opening ceremony in Vienna.

Noting that 90 per cent of OIOS investigations are located away from New York, Mr. Nair said the Office’s presence in Vienna “enables it to operate in the same or similar time zones as its clients, and the move will allow OIOS to save travel time and gain substantial cost savings.”

The Office will also serve as a hub for some regional investigators who work on peacekeeping missions.

* * *

IAEA

15 September – With nuclear problems arising with Iran and the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) and nuclear terrorism posing a threat, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today called for strengthened global safeguards against the production of atomic weapons and the elimination of weapons that now exist.

“I support the Agency’s continuing efforts to strengthen international safeguards – in particular, to promote conclusion of Additional Protocols by Iran and other states, and to encourage other countries to conclude safeguards agreements with the Agency,” Mr. Annan said in a message to the 47th General Conference of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) in Vienna.

On Friday, the IAEA gave Iran a 31 October deadline to cooperate and grant unrestricted access, including environmental sampling and unannounced, on-the-spot inspections under an additional protocol in order to corroborate Tehran’s renunciation of nuclear weapons following its earlier failure to report certain materials and activities.

“I call for the early resumption of the Agency’s safeguards activities in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea,” Mr. Annan said in the message, delivered on his behalf by the Under-Secretary-General for Disarmament Affairs, Nobuyasu Abe.

Last Monday, IAEA Director-General Mohamed ElBaradei said the situation in the DPRK, which withdrew from the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) early this year and has been reported to have said it would develop nuclear weapons, continued to pose a “serious and immediate” challenge to the nuclear non-proliferation regime. 

Voicing the hope for achieving adherence to comprehensive safeguards by all countries, including in the Middle East and South Asia, Mr. Annan added: “I also share the conviction of many that efforts in the field of nuclear non-proliferation must be complemented by progress in the field of nuclear disarmament – an issue in which the Agency has an abiding interest.

“Advances in these various areas would significantly reduce the threat of nuclear terrorism, as would further progress in the Agency’s efforts to ensure the safety and security of nuclear facilities and prevent the illicit trafficking of nuclear material and radiation sources,” he declared.

* * *

Landmines

15 September – More than two-thirds of all countries have banned anti-personnel mines since a landmark treaty came into force in 1999, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan noted today, calling on nations that have not yet done so to ratify the accord prohibiting the use of the deadly weapons.

“I call on those states that have not yet accepted the Convention to become part of this process without delay” and to do their utmost to clear mine-ridden areas, Mr. Annan said in a message to the Fifth Meeting of States Parties to the Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti-Personal Mines and on Their Destruction, being held in Bangkok.

“The multilateral commitment embodied in the Convention to renounce an entire category of indiscriminate weapons has been achieved through the combined efforts of many actors,” Mr. Annan said in the message, delivered on his behalf by Kim Hak-Su, Executive Secretary of the UN Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific.

Mr. Annan noted that the UN, governments, the International Committee of the Red Cross, the International Campaign to Ban Landmines and civil society as a whole have all contributed to the rapid emergence of an international norm banning anti-personnel mines.

The Secretary-General also expressed hope that the delegates would agree to hold the Convention’s First Review Conference in Nairobi, Kenya – “a decision that would highlight both the terrible impact of mines in Africa, and the progress that has been made towards eliminating the threat of mines on the continent.”

* * *

Child health

15 September – Strengthening efforts in primary care at the community level and getting life-saving commodities into the home are paramount to reducing child deaths, the head of the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) said today.

“Only by ensuring that children get proper care in the home as well as in health centres can we make and sustain progress against child mortality,” Executive Director Carol Bellamy told a press briefing at UN Headquarters in New York.

Ms. Bellamy said bed nets to protect against malaria, oral re-hydration solutions to treat diarrhoea, simple hygiene education and breastfeeding could save millions of lives a year. While the number of under-five deaths over the last 40 years has fallen from about 20 million to around 11 million, those figures had almost doubled in sub-Saharan Africa over the same period.

She added that some of the greatest triumphs in the public health area in recent decades, including the eradication of small pox, had a lot to do with the complementary manner in which UNICEF and agencies such as the World Health Organization (WHO) worked together.

Joining Ms. Bellamy was WHO Director-General Lee Jong-wook, who highlighted the agency’s commitment to fighting HIV/AIDS, especially the new initiative to provide antiretroviral medicines to three million people by the end of 2005.

Asked what he would be emphasizing during next week’s high-level General Assembly meeting on HIV/AIDS, Dr. Lee said he would focus on antiretroviral treatment, and appeal to the international community for a massive scale up of people on such treatment.

Only 350,000 people outside of North America and Europe have access to treatment, he said, noting that the vast majority of that figure – 300,000 – was in Brazil.

* * *

Russian Federation

15 September – The top United Nations envoy on internally displaced persons (IDPs) urged regional governments and the international community today to reaffirm their commitment to the right of the IDPs in the Northern Caucasus to voluntary return in safety and dignity.

Wrapping up a weeklong mission to the Russian Federation, Francis M. Deng, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Representative on Internally Displaced Persons, issued a statement in Geneva outlining the current situation of IDPs in the Northern Caucasus and highlighted the specific challenges the Russian Government, the governments of the Republics of Ingushetia and Chechnya, and the international community will have in guaranteeing the exercise of their rights.

The objective of this visit – Mr. Deng’s second at the invitation of Moscow – was to study and reach a better understanding of the situation of internal displacement in the Russian Federation, in particular with regard to the Northern Caucasus and to conduct a constructive and cooperative dialogue with the Government, international agencies, non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and other relevant actors aimed at ensuring effective responses to internal displacement.

During his mission last week, Mr. Deng’s discussions focused on issues of protection and assistance to IDPs in Ingushetia, Temporary Accommodation Centres (TACs) for returning IDPs in Chechnya and the extent to which they can return in safety and dignity, receive compensation for damaged or lost property, as well as other benefits. He said he was impressed by the positive policy statements made by the authorities that strongly upheld freedom of movement and the right to choose from options, including voluntary return, remaining in the area of displacement or seeking alternative settlement in any area within the Russian Federation.

But field visits to the displacement camps in Ingushetia and TACs in Chechnya, as well as extensive discussions with representatives of humanitarian agencies and NGOs revealed significant discrepancies between the positive official policy statements and the perspectives of the displaced themselves, according to Mr. Deng. IDPs in camps in Ingushetia feared that the camps might be closed and that they might be forced to return to Chechnya, which they regarded to be unsafe, and gave accounts of reports from Chechnya to substantiate their concerns.

Overall, Mr. Deng concluded that the governments of the region must reaffirm their commitment to the right of the IDPs in Ingushetia to voluntarily return in safety and dignity and to make that commitment credibly known to the IDPs themselves.

* * *

Sudan

15 September – Hundreds of Sudanese refugees are streaming into Chad to escape new air attacks, reportedly by government forces, in Sudan’s war-scarred Darfur region, pushing the number of Sudanese who have recently fled to the neighbouring country to nearly 70,000, according to the UN refugee agency.

“The general situation of the refugees is very bad,” said Tane Bamba, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) Emergency Coordinator in the Chadian capital of Ndjamena. “It is the rainy season, but the refugees have no shelter.”

The lack of safe drinking water had forced refugees to drink from stagnant pools of rainwater and there were cases of respiratory tract illnesses, malaria and diarrhoea, Mr. Bamba added. The region is prone to high desert temperatures during the day and chilly weather at night. He said many of the new arrivals were women and children. Many of their men, they said, had been killed in fighting or had stayed behind to fight.

A UN inter-agency mission which travelled to eastern Chad last week witnessed the arrival of more than 800 new refugees into areas close to the border town of Agan, some 180 kilometres from the town of Abeche. It was the second UN assessment mission to the area in nearly two weeks.

An emergency team from UNHCR’s headquarters in Geneva was also set to fly to Chad to provide emergency assistance to the “desperate” refugees, the agency said in a news release. 

The newly-arriving refugees told the team, which included UNHCR, the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and the UN World Food Programme (WFP), that they fled when government forces bombed their villages last Wednesday.

Over the past few years, conflict in the Darfur region of western Sudan has pitted nomadic groups against sedentary agricultural people. Early this year, the Sudan Liberation Army – the military wing of the Sudan Liberation Movement (SLM) – took up arms to protest the perceived lack of government protection of the farming communities in Darfur. The government responded militarily. Refugees say the conflict has heightened ethnic tensions between Sudanese of Arab origin and those of African origin in western Sudan.

* * *

Afghanistan

14 September – A United Nations spokesman in Afghanistan today announced a number of key measures aimed at building the war-ravaged country’s capacity to maintain law and order. 

Speaking to reporters in Kabul, Manoel de Almeida e Silva reported that a new police academy is set to open in November in Gardez, with others planned next year in Mazar-e-Sharif, Kunduz, Bamiyan, Jalalabad and Herat. “The courses are aimed at existing policemen who have had little or no previous police training and cover the democratic principles of policing, human rights and basic law as well as policing techniques such as arrests,” he said. 

In addition, Afghan police officers have begun a three-year forensics training programme. Over 80 participants will learn how to detect forgeries and conduct DNA and blood analysis. 

Meanwhile, the Faryab Province Peace Commission – which includes the area’s Chief of Police, representatives of the Jumbesh and Jamiat factions as well as the UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) – “has taken an innovative and open approach as it deals with many of the sensitive issues” facing the region, the spokesman said. 

The Commission has been inviting the aid community to observe its sessions. “In addition, the developments and agreements generated by these meetings are broadcast by local radio so that the public too is informed about the issues and how they are handled,” Mr. de Almeida e Silva said. 

First established in August, the Commission aims to mediate and resolve issues that have the potential to degenerate into fighting. “These tensions are generally caused by local commanders who are vying for more power and to extend their territory, control and influence,” the spokesman observed.

* * *

Information technology

15 September – The third in a series of United Nations-backed preparatory conferences laying the groundwork for the first-ever global summit on communication technology opened today to continue work on an international action plan to close the gap between the information “haves” and “have nots.”

Some 1,500 delegates from UN Member States, intergovernmental organizations, civil society, the private sector and the media are expected to attend the preparatory committee meeting for the two-phase World Summit on the Information Society – to be held in Geneva from 10 to 12 December and in Tunisia in 2005.

Delegations will continue work on a draft Declaration of Principles and Plan of Action in order to harness the power of information and communication technologies as a tool for development and to create an information society that benefits all of humanity. Those two texts will be submitted for the approval of Heads of State attending the Summit in December.

Issues under discussion during the preparatory process and at the Summit include global cyber-security, spam, universal and affordable access to new technologies, open source software, and information and communication technologies applications for e-health, e-learning, e-business, e-employment, e-environment and e-government.

Meanwhile, delegations at the fifth meeting of the UN Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) Task Force recognized that education is key to achieving development, and endorsed its Global e-School and Community Initiative, aimed at bringing ICT solutions to secondary schools, as well as communities in the developing world.
The UN’s key task force on technology and development ended its two-day session on Saturday at the Geneva headquarters of the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO). Sarbuland Khan, the head of the Task Force secretariat, said “education unlocks the door to development, and is a prerequisite for achieving the other Millennium Development Goals.”

* * *

Islam

15 September – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today urged greater mutual understanding in order to help bridge the misperceptions about Islam among non-Muslim westerners as well as resentment of the West among people in Muslim countries.

Mr. Annan’s remarks came at the opening of the fifth lecture in a series aimed at strengthening international dialogue. Professor Seyyed Hossein Nasr, a respected Muslim scholar at George Washington University, presented the lecture, which focused on the topic “Islam and the West.”

“When we talk about ‘Islam and the West,’ it sounds as if these were two opposites. Yet Islam is a universal religion, with adherents in almost every part of the world, whereas ‘the West’ is a geographical, or perhaps geo-political expression,” Mr. Annan told those in the audience at the UN Headquarters in New York.

“It’s also true that Muslim states and Christian states competed with each other – sometimes in war, but also peacefully, in science and philosophy and art. The West as we know it today is the product of many Islamic influences – and it has many Muslim inhabitants,” Mr. Annan noted.

He said the tragic events of 11 September 2001 and the reactions to them raised the spectre of a “clash of civilizations.”

“Personally, I don’t believe in such a clash, because I don’t believe that there are distinct and separate ‘civilizations’ in the world today. I think we all live in one world, and that in every country there are many different religions and cultures who need to respect each other and live peacefully together,” he stated.

* * *

Ultraviolet radiation

16 September – Two United Nations agencies and their partners today launched a set of new educational materials to help children around the world become more aware of the dangers from ultraviolet radiation (UV) from the sun and to take the measures to prevent the risks of skin cancers, cataracts and other conditions caused by over-exposure. 

The UN World Health Organization (WHO), the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) and other partners in the Intersun Project are targeting children because they are both most vulnerable and most exposed to UV, the agencies said.

“As a significant part of a person’s lifetime exposure to UV comes before the age of 18, it is obvious that educating children and young people about the dangers of UV exposure is key to preventing the consequences of this, and school programmes have been shown to be the most effective way of reaching and educating children,” WHO Director-General Lee Jong-wook said in Geneva.

The School Sun Protection Package – launched on the occasion of the International Day for the Preservation of the Ozone Layer, which is observed on 16 September – comprises three booklets that guide schools and teachers on how to develop effective sun education programmes and materials to evaluate the effectiveness of such initiatives. 

WHO said between two and three million new cases of non-malignant melanomas and more than 130,000 new melanoma skin cancer cases occur worldwide. An estimated 66,000 deaths occur annually from melanoma and other skin cancers.

* * *

International Day of Peace

15 September – Renowned opera singer Luciano Pavarotti and boxing champion Muhammad Ali, two United Nations Messengers of Peace, are featured in new public service announcements promoting the International Day of Peace to more than 200 million television households in over 70 countries and in some 20 languages.

“The public service advertisements promote a product we would like to see back in fashion: peace,” Shashi Tharoor, UN Under-Secretary-General for Communication and Public Information, said at a press briefing at UN Headquarters in New York during which the ads were screened.

Created and produced through a joint effort of the United Nations, the History Channel – a division of A&E Television Networks – and the New York advertising agency DCODE, the ads will be broadcast worldwide on the History Channel and the Biography Channel. In the United States, the public service announcements (PSAs) will be distributed to all broadcast and cable networks by the Advertising Council with a grant from the UN Foundation.

There were two versions of both spots, with the first playing around the world starting today in the lead-up to the International Day. The second version, which would carry the message but not refer to the International Day, would spread the message of peace long after.

Established by the General Assembly in 1981, the International Day of Peace was, until two years ago, observed each year on the opening day of the UN General Assembly’s session. In 2001, however, the Assembly called for the Day to be observed on 21 September each year, as a day of non-violence and ceasefire.

In addition to the PSAs, other planned activities to observe the Day include Secretary-General Kofi Annan ringing the Peace Bell, and several other Messengers of Peace, including actor Michael Douglas and Italian writer Anna Cataldi, will join Mr. Ali at UN Headquarters on Friday.

The famous naturalist, Jane Goodall, will lead children in releasing giant paper doves of peace, and there is also scheduled a concert for peace by the famous Brazilian singer and politician, Gilberto Gil, who is currently Brazil’s Minister of Culture and who had just won a Latin American Grammy award.

* *** *

_________________________________________________________________________________________
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DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICES OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL AND THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT


Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General, and Richard Sydenham, Spokesman for the General Assembly President.


Spokesman for the Secretary-General


**Visiting journalists


A special welcome to our visiting journalists from Africa and the Middle East, is that right?  Welcome.


Good Afternoon.


**Incoming Spokesperson for General Assembly

The mystery woman on my right is Michele Montas, and I am not going to tell you who she is.  I am going to leave that to Richard Sydenham when he gets to his briefing.

**Guest at Noon
Our guest at today’s briefing will be Carol Bellamy, the Executive Director of the UN Children's Fund, or UNICEF, and Jong-Wook Lee, the Director-General of the World Health Organization, and they will be talking to you about advances in child health.

**SG In Geneva
The Secretary-General was in Geneva over the weekend as you know, and on Saturday he met with the foreign ministers of the five permanent members of the Security Council to conduct a thorough review of the main issues regarding Iraq.  Discussions on the Middle East were also on the agenda of the meeting. 

In a press conference following the meeting, the Secretary-General said that the ministers had a good discussion in a constructive atmosphere on Iraq, with a view to identifying points of convergence.  While consensus is essential, and achievable, it is not enough, he said, adding that “the Council’s approach must be coherent and well defined”.

In answering a question about the timing of a vote on Iraq, the Secretary-General said that should be addressed by the members themselves and added that the vital thing is not just voting, but having “a solid and workable resolution” that will help to win the hearts and minds of the Iraqi people.

Regarding the Middle East, the Secretary-General said the permanent members of the Security Council had reaffirmed their commitment to the Quartet’s “Road Map” and recognized that both sides have obligations under the Road Map that must be fulfilled.  He also announced that the Quartet would meet at the Principals’ level later this month in New York to consider all relevant aspects of the issue and determine how best to help the parties move forward with the process.

At the start of the meeting with the foreign ministers, the Secretary-General spoke of Anna Lindh, the recently assassinated Swedish Foreign Minister, saying she had been a great Foreign Minister and a determined friend of the United Nations.  He went on:  “But most of all we miss her.  Her personality, her dynamism, her intellect and the passion with which she defended causes she so strongly believed in”.  The participants then stood for a moment of silence in Anna Lindh’s honour. 

Earlier in the day, the Secretary-General had two bilateral meetings at his hotel, the first with Chinese Foreign Minister Li Zhaoxing and the second with French Foreign Minister Dominique de Villepin. 

**SG –- Press comments
Coming into the building this morning, the Secretary-General spoke to reporters, saying he thought the session in Geneva among the five permanent Security Council members had been very good, adding, “You shouldn’t forget that this was the first time since the war that the permanent five have sat in one room to discuss this crucial issue of Iraq”.

He said that there had been areas of convergence, and that the five foreign ministers had agreed that power should be handed over to the Iraqis as soon as possible.  The question, he added, is what kind of timetable there should be for handing over power, with some discussion of a short-term timetable for an interim Iraqi government and then a longer-term one for elections and a democratically elected government.

The Secretary-General said of the UN role that it has to be clearly defined by the Security Council and achievable, and the security environment should permit the United Nations to do its work.  But he added that, while the United Nations has experience in facilitating political processes and establishing democratic governments, “we are not going to go in and run Iraq”, he said.

The Secretary-General was also asked about the breakdown of the World Trade Organization talks in Cancún, Mexico, and said he knew that it was going to be a difficult session, but added, “I had expected it to achieve much more than they achieved”.  Not much was achieved, he acknowledged, saying, “I hope that is not the end of the road and that the parties will go back and reflect and then come back in a determined fashion to try and fashion an agreement within the next year or so”.

We have the transcript of his comments available upstairs.

**Statement Attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  Trade talks in Cancún

We have the following formal reaction in this statement attributable to the Spokesman:

“The Secretary-General regrets that the ministerial meeting of the World Trade Organization in Cancún was suspended without agreement, but hopes this is not the end of the road, and that the Doha Round will still deliver on its promise of greater exchange and prosperity for all, especially the developing countries.

“He also notes that for the first time the developing countries have found their collective voice in international trade negotiations and acted in concert to defend their interests, notably on the issue of agricultural protection and subsidies.  He believes this is a positive development which holds great hope for the future.”

**Middle East –- Roed-Larsen
The Security Council today began its open debate on the Middle East with a briefing from Terje Roed-Larsen, the UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process, who said that the recent cycle of terror attacks and extrajudicial killings has broken the Palestinian ceasefire and brought the process to a standstill.  Over the past month, 81 people have lost their lives to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict:  38 Israelis and 43 Palestinians.

Roed-Larsen said that, since a suicide bombing in Jerusalem killed 

23 people on 19 August, violence has increased, with Israel declaring an “all-out war” against Hamas and other groups; late last week, Israel announced that its Security Cabinet decided in principle to remove Palestinian Authority President Yasser Arafat “in a manner and at a time of its choosing”.

Roed-Larsen noted that “Arafat is democratically elected, and as such, the legitimate leader of the Palestinians.  He embodies Palestinian identity and national aspirations.  He is now far from irrelevant”, he said.

He added that unfortunately, “the implementation of the Road Map never effectively began”.  “I am afraid”, he said, “viewing the situation with hindsight, that we moved too slowly and with incremental steps at the initial stages of implementation”. 

Given the current situation, he said, “It might be appropriate to speed up the Road Map process” and take bold steps on settlements and security to help jump-start the process.  If the Road Map is abandoned, he warned, “We would surrender to those who want to reign through force and terror”.

We have Roed-Larsen’s briefing notes available upstairs.  There are about 40 speakers inscribed for today’s debate.

**Guinea-Bissau
The Secretary-General, in a statement issued on Sunday, condemned the weekend coup d'état in Guinea-Bissau and called for the restoration of constitutional order. 

He further called on the parties concerned not to resort to any acts of violence or retribution and urged that every effort be made to ensure the safety and security of all.

**Liberia
The Security Council has scheduled a meeting with potential troop and civilian police-contributing countries to the proposed UN peacekeeping operation in Liberia.

Recommendations on the size, structure and mandate of a follow-on UN force in Liberia are contained in the report of the Secretary-General, which was distributed to Security Council members Friday afternoon.

Council members are scheduled to hear a briefing tomorrow on the report by the Secretary-General’s Special Representative Jacques Klein.

On the humanitarian front, aid workers arrived in the small coastal town of Harper in southern Liberia over the weekend for the first time since May when forces from the rebel group “Movement for Democracy in Liberia” (MODEL) put an abrupt halt to relief efforts there.

**Afghanistan

The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and the Afghan Ministry of Education, has started a key workshop on the coordination of teacher training programmes in Afghanistan.

UNICEF said that it would mark the beginning of a new era for raising the quality of teachers in the country.  There are an estimated 100,000 teachers now working in the formal education sector in Afghanistan.

However, less than 15 per cent of teachers possess a professional teaching qualification –- most have less than a Grade 12 schooling.

UNICEF has supported a nationwide rapid training programme for 26,000 primary school teachers to date in 2003, focusing on new methodologies for the teaching of Dari and Pashto languages as well as mine-risk education.

Thirty per cent of the participants in this training programme have been women.  For more details, please pick up the briefing note from Kabul in my office.

**Guatemala
On Guatemala, the Secretary-General's latest report on the UN Verification Mission in Guatemala (MINUGUA) is out on the racks today.

In his report, the Secretary-General recommends a renewal of the mandate of the mission to 31 December 2004 to contribute to a smooth transition of the new Government that will assume office in January 2004 and to continue to accompany Guatemala in its peace-building process.

We have that report upstairs.

**Annual Report
The Secretary-General’s annual report to the General Assembly on the work of the United Nations has come out as a document, and in it, the Secretary-General says “the United Nations is not an end in itself.  Rather, it is an instrument for achieving common ends”.  As a result, he says, to achieve its purposes, the United Nations requires a shared consensus about its fundamental goals from its Members.

He notes that the past year has been a trying one in terms of peace and security, with the war in Iraq severely testing the principle of collective security and the resilience of the Organization, and he says that the 19 August attack on UN headquarters in Iraq was “the most deliberate and vicious attack against the United Nations in its history”.

While the immediate and urgent challenges of peace and security require attention, he says, it is also important that they should not divert attention from UN work in economic and social development.  At present, the report notes, there is a wide gap between the rhetoric of inclusion and the reality of exclusion.

**OIOS-Vienna
The Office of Internal Oversight Services (OIOS) today opened an office in Vienna, at that city’s International Centre, and the Under-Secretary-General for Internal Oversight Services, Dileep Nair, spoke at a ceremony in Vienna today to welcome the opening.

Nair said that “the decision to relocate parts of the Investigations Division, while maintaining a small staff at the UN Headquarters in New York, was based on strategic considerations as well as on the reality of resource constraints”.  The move will allow the Office to save travel time, with some 

90 per cent of its investigations located away from New York Headquarters.

We have a press release on that.

**SG -- IAEA
There are two messages from the Secretary-General today.

One is to the Forty-Seventh General Conference of the International Atomic Energy Agency in Vienna, delivered by Nobuyasu Abe, the Under-Secretary-General for Disarmament Affairs. 

In the message, the Secretary-General expresses his support for the Agency’s continuing efforts to strengthen international safeguards and calls for the early resumption of the Agency’s safeguards activities in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea.

He also points out that while the international community is rightly concerned about preventing the potentially dangerous use of nuclear technology, that technology remains an important factor in economic development.

**SG’s message on landmines
The other message is to the Fifth Meeting of States Parties to the Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti-personnel Mines and their Destruction, in which the Secretary-General notes that since the entry into force of the Convention in 1999, more than two-thirds of all States have banned anti-personnel mines and joined efforts to address their impact on people.  He calls on those States that have not yet done so to become part of this process without delay.

In the message, which was delivered in Bangkok, by Hak-Su Kim, the Executive Secretary-General of the UN Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific, the Secretary-General also urges all States affected by anti-personnel mines to do their utmost to develop and implement plans to clear mined areas, to destroy stockpiles, and to provide victim assistance and mine risk education.

We have the full text of both messages available in my office.  Hang on, now we’re coming to the end.

**SG Lecture
The Secretary-General’s lecture series continues today at 1:30, in the Trusteeship Council chamber, with a lecture on “Islam and the West” by Professor Seyyed Hussein Nasr of George Washington University.  The Secretary-General will introduce Professor Nasr by questioning whether there is any clash of civilizations, and stating his belief that in every country, there are people of different religions and cultures who need to respect each other and live peacefully together.  We have embargoed copies of the Secretary-General’s opening remarks upstairs.

**Chinese-language UN News Centre Web site launched.
DPI, the Department of Public Information has asked me to inform you that as part of its ongoing efforts to ensure multi-lingual development at the United Nations Web site, they have just launched the Chinese-language version of the UN News Centre on the Internet.

In less than a year, the Department has thus completed its project to make the UN News Centre available in all official languages -– the Arabic, Chinese, Spanish and Russian versions were added to the sites originally launched in English and French.

All sites provide continuous updates of breaking news and share many of the same database-driven features.

**Guest at Noon tomorrow
Finally, our guest at tomorrow’s briefing will be Ross Mountain, the Special Humanitarian Coordinator for Liberia, to talk about the humanitarian situation in that country.

I am sorry that took so much time.  Any questions before we go to Richard?  Akram?

Questions and Answers

Question:  Any new development in the distribution of responsibility between the UN and the US after the meeting of Secretary Powell to Iraq? 

Spokesman:  Akram, I have nothing to add to the update I gave you of this weekend’s meetings.  If there are no questions, Richard do you want to introduce Michele Montas?


Spokesman for General Assembly President

Spokesman:
Yes, yes, I don’t want to leave you in suspense any longer.


I am very happy to say that President-elect Hunte has appointed 

Ms. Michele Montas as his spokesperson for the fifty-eighth session.  Ms. Montas is a radio journalist from Haiti and, I’m very happy to add, former colleague from UN Radio.  So, welcome, Michele.  After this briefing, I suggest you contact her directly for how best to get in touch with her.  The Press Kit for the fifty-eighth session is available on the UN Web site and I can give you that address after this session and it is also available in hard copy at the documents counter on the third floor.. 

The closing plenary meeting of the fifty-seventh session of the General Assembly took place this afternoon.  In his concluding remarks, President Kavan will tell delegates that the United Nations has been through a very difficult year.  During the fifty-seventh session, “the General Assembly discussed a wide range of issues from conflict prevention to more effective implementation of the Millennium Development Goals, from more coordinated and integrated follow-up to major United Nations conferences and summits to one of the most important issues on the UN agenda -– reform of the United Nations system”.

President Kavan goes on, “We have reached consensus and adopted many resolutions and decisions, however, some of the ideas and proposals have not been finalized.  I expect that consideration of these ideas will continue in the fifty-eighth session”.  “However”, he goes on, “I also hope that the United Nations will focus not only on General Assembly matters, and its revitalization, but also on further involvement of the UN in guiding the world’s affairs.  I am convinced that the role of the United Nations should be far more decisive than it has been in recent times and that it should correctly reflect the role assigned to it in the Charter.  This obviously applies also to the Security Council and its responsibilities in areas of maintenance of international peace and security, today particularly including Iraq”.  President Kavan goes on to say that, “For the United Nations to be better equipped for such a key role, it has to implement major reform.  I hope that some time in the not too distant future, the Security Council will reflect both the needs and the geopolitical situation of the beginning of twenty-first century”.

In welcoming President-elect Hunte, President Kavan is confident that under President Hunte’s able stewardship, the fifty-eighth session of the General Assembly will achieve many fruitful results.

The text of his statement will be available, embargoed against delivery, on the third floor.

The meeting will commence with adoption of a Presidential draft resolution condemning the bombing of the UN headquarters in Iraq on 19 August 2003.  

Other items to be decided will be appointments to fill vacancies in subsidiary organs, General and complete disarmament; draft decisions on sustainable development and international economic cooperation; and revitalization of the work of the General assembly, and other items are ones that will be referred on to the fifty-eighth session.  Any questions?  

If I may finally, I would like to thank you very much; all members of the press, UN Correspondents’ Association for your courtesy and professionalism to me throughout the past year, and I am sure you will be in very good hands with Michele.

Michele:  I look forward to that.

* *** *

___________________________________________________________________________________________




UNEP and the Executive Director in the news





� HYPERLINK  \l "children" ��Reuters - Children at high risk from ozone  decline, UN says�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Tourism" ��The Press Trust  of India - Tourism could be threat to environment�


� HYPERLINK  \l "potential" ��Africa News - Southern Africa;  Tourism Potential Highlighted at Congress�


� HYPERLINK  \l "grave" ��Xinhua - Tourism constitutes grave threat to biodiversity in world�


� HYPERLINK  \l "congress" ��BuaNews (Pretoria) - Tourism Potential Highlighted at Congress�


� HYPERLINK  \l "fast" ��TerraDaily - Tourism to biodiversity areas growing fast, must be monitored: report  DURBAN, South Africa�


� HYPERLINK  \l "killing" ��CNN - Is tourism killing the environment?�


� HYPERLINK  \l "huge" ��ABC News - Tourism a huge   threat to global   environment:   study�


� HYPERLINK  \l "UN" ��Mmegi/The Reporter (Gaborone) - Pelonomi Returns From UN Conference�


� HYPERLINK  \l "decline" ��The NewZealand Herald - Children at high risk from ozone decline�
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