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June 16, 2003

HEADLINE: UN Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety enters into force in September
      BODY:

      United Nations Environment Programme - Palau has become the fiftieth country to ratify the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety, starting a 90-day countdown to the agreement's entry into force.

      Adopted in January 2000 by the member governments of the Convention on Biological Diversity, the Protocol sets out the first comprehensive regulatory system for ensuring the safe transfer, handling and use of

genetically modified organisms (GMOs), with a specific focus on movements of these organisms across national borders.

      "The Cartagena Protocol recognizes that biotechnology has an immense potential for improving human welfare, but that it could also pose potential risks to biodiversity and human health", said Klaus Toepfer,

      Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), under whose auspices the Biodiversity Convention was adopted in 1992.

      "This new regime promises to make the international trade in GMOs more transparent while introducing important safety measures that will meet the needs of consumers, industry and the environment for many

      decades to come", he said. 

      The Protocol deals primarily with GMOs that are to be intentionally introduced into the environment (such as seeds, trees or fish) and with genetically modified farm commodities (such as corn and grain used for food, animal feed or processing).

      "With the science of biotechnology advancing at such a rapid pace, it is vital that developing countries and countries with economies in transition have the human resources and institutions they need for promoting biosafety", said Hamdallah Zedan, Executive Secretary of the Convention.

      "By building these resources and strengthening international collaboration on biosafety, the Protocol will boost public confidence in our ability to manage GMOs safely. I, therefore, urge all governments to ratify and join the Protocol as soon as possible", he said.

      The Cartagena Protocol features one set of procedures for GMOs that are to be intentionally introduced into the environment, and one for GMOs that are to be used directly as food or feed or for processing. Both

      are designed to ensure that recipient countries are provided with the information they need for making informed decisions about whether or not to accept GMO imports.

      Governments will exchange information through a Biosafety Clearing-House and are to base their decisions on scientifically sound risk assessments. In cases where scientific certainty is lacking due to insufficient scientific information about a GMO's potential adverse effects, a government may take a decision based on a desire to avoid or minimize such potential adverse effects.

      When a country that is a member of the Protocol decides to allow the import of a GMO, all exporters will need to ensure that each shipment is accompanied by appropriate documentation. Governments will have to

adopt measures for managing any risks identified by risk assessments and continue to monitor and control any risks that may emerge in the future. This applies to traded, as well as domestically produced GMOs.

      Recognizing the potential trade implications of the agreement, the drafters of the Cartagena Protocol made every effort to ensure that its provisions and those of the World Trade Organization are mutually supportive.

      The Protocol states that its provisions are intended neither to override nor to be subordinate to existing international agreements.

      "Avoiding potential conflicts between trade laws and the biosafety regime will require good will and careful  management", said Mr. Toepfer. "Improving the coordination among the various international regimes can

greatly strengthen biosafety while avoiding potential conflicts and reconciling the legitimate interests of trade, biosafety and other sectors."

      Proponents of GMOs argue that biotechnology will boost food security for the world's growing population by raising sustainable food production.

      It will benefit the environment by reducing the need for more farmland, irrigation and pesticides. It will also  provide better medical treatments and vaccines, new industrial products and improved fibres and fuels.

      For others, however, this rapidly advancing science raises a tangle of ethical, environmental, social and health issues. Because modern biotechnology is still so new, they say, much is unknown about how its

products may behave and evolve, and how they may interact with other species.

      To help developing countries assess the potential risks and rewards of genetically engineered crops, UNEP, with funding from the Global Environment Facility (GEF), is overseeing the largest capacity-building project ever conceived in the field of biosafety.

      The $38.4 million scheme is helping up to 100 countries develop the scientific and legal skills needed for evaluating the health and environmental issues surrounding imports of so-called Living Modified Organisms (LMOs), as they are known under the Protocol.

      "The Cartagena Protocol institutionalizes the precautionary approach and establishes a rigorous advanced informed agreement procedure as well", said Mr. Toepfer. "The success of this procedure and of the entire

      Protocol depends on developing countries having the skills and systems in place for evaluating GMO imports and handling them safely. This is why this multi-million-dollar capacity-building project is so important."

      The first Meeting of the Parties to the Protocol will take place in the first quarter of 2004 in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

      ((M2 Communications Ltd disclaims all liability for information provided within M2 PressWIRE. Data supplied by named party/parties. Further information on M2 PressWIRE can be obtained at http://www.presswire.net on the world wide web. Inquiries to info@m2.com)).
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BYLINE: Accra Mail

June 17, 2003 Tuesday 

HEADLINE: Ghana; Treaty On Trade in Genetically Modified Organisms to Enter Into Force - UN 

      BODY: 

      A treaty that sets out the first comprehensive regulatory system 

      for ensuring the safe transfer, handling and use of genetically modified organisms (GMOs) started on a  90-day countdown last week to becoming international law, after Palau become the fiftieth country to ratify the protocol, according to the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP). 

      This new regime promises to make the international trade in GMOs more transparent while introducing important safety measures that will meet the needs of consumers, industry and the environment for many      decades to come," UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said, referring to the Cartagena Protocol on  Biosafety, which becomes international law in September. Adopted in January 2000 by States parties to the 1992 Convention on Biological Diversity, the Protocol features one set of procedures that deals primarily with GMOs intentionally introduced into the environment - such as seeds, trees or fish - and another with

genetically modified farm commodities such as corn and grain used for food, animal feed or processing.

      Proponents argue that biotechnology will boost food security for the world's growing population by raising sustainable food production and also benefit the environment by reducing the need for more farmland,

      irrigation and pesticides, UNEP said. For others, however, this rapidly advancing science is still new, and much is unknown about how products may evolve or interact with other species. 

      "The Cartagena Protocol recognizes that biotechnology has an immense potential for improving human welfare, but that it could also pose potential risks to biodiversity and human health," Mr. Toepfer. 

      The Protocol provides countries with necessary information to make informed decisions about whether or not to accept GMO imports. Governments will have to adopt measures for managing any risks identified by

risk assessments and continue to monitor and control any risks that may emerge in the future. This applies to traded as well as domestically produced GMOs. 

      LOAD-DATE: June 16, 2003
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VOA News

Controversial Food Treaty Soon To Become Law

14 Jun 2003, 22:49 UTC
A United Nations treaty regulating the trade of genetically modified

products will soon go into effect, after gaining the approval of a 50th U.N. member.

The Pacific nation Palau ratified the controversial treaty, known as the

Cartegena Protocol on Biosafety, Friday. Fifty nations needed to adopt the

pact before it will turn into law, 90 days from now.

The U.N. Environment Program said Saturday that Palau's move will help make use of genetically-modified products safer by allowing countries to reject them without proof they pose any danger.

But the agreement goes against current World Trade Organization (WTO) rules that require countries to have scientific proof of a risk to refuse entry of these products. The Associated Press reports none of the major grain producing countries has ratified the protocol, including the United States.

The United States and the European Union have been in a dispute over

genetically modified products, and the disagreement has stalled the current round of WTO trade talks.

Genetically modified foods have had their genes changed, usually to make

them more resistant to disease or to produce in greater quantities.

Proponents say they pose no risk and could work to alleviate poverty.

Critics argue the genetic mutations could pose health hazards and cause

havoc in the environment.

Some information for this report provided by AP.

____________________________________________________________

Sydney Morning Herald

Treaty pits US against world over    GM foods

June 17 2003
                A treaty regulating trade in genetically modified foods will come   into effect in September, after the Pacific nation of Palau   became the 50th country to ratify the pact, the UN  Environmental Program said. 

                Ratification of the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety - which the   United States has refused to sign - is likely to aggravate   relations between supporters of GM food, led by the US, and   their opponents, led by some European Union members. 

                The treaty requires exporters of GM organisms to provide a list   of ingredients of these foods to recipient countries. The   recipients can then choose whether to accept the shipment. 

                The protocol was not blocking trade in GM foods, just making it   safer, said the head of the UN Environment Program, Klaus  Toepfer. 

                The treaty allows any country to reject GM imports, even without  scientific proof, if it feels that they could pose adverse effects   on indigenous biodiversity or livelihood, Dr Toepfer said. 

                The US is a    leading advocate  and exporter of   GM foods, which   have had genes   inserted into their   DNA to confer   specific qualities.

                Supporters of the   biotechnology  say it helps  farmers increase   yields, lower   pesticide use,

improve soil   conservation and  water pollution and help reduce hunger and poverty. 

                But opponents, including many western European and African    countries, fear such foods could be harmful to health or the   environment. 

                In 1999, seven EU states - Austria, Belgium, Denmark, France,  Greece, Italy and Luxembourg - imposed a four-year ban on   GM products. 

                Washington has repeatedly attacked the policy, saying it is not   backed by scientific data. Last month it filed a complaint with   the World Trade Organisation, saying the EU was excluding a  growing portion of US farm trade. 

                Rhetoric increased this month when the US President, George  Bush, said the ban hindered efforts to fight famine in Africa. 

                The ban had "caused many African nations to avoid investing in   biotechnologies for fear that their products will be shut out of   European markets", he said. "European governments should   join - not hinder - the great cause of ending hunger in Africa." 

                In response, the EU's Trade Commissioner, Pascal Lamy,  said: "We feel the need for more precautions than the  Americans." 

                But "to accuse, for example, the EU of starving the Third World   because we don't stuff them with GM surpluses or to use this   kind of argument, that is clearly going much too far; that is  absolutely unacceptable". 

                Despite the threat of famine facing more than 13 million of their  people, African countries such as Malawi, Mozambique,   Zambia and Zimbabwe have banned GM food, saying it must  be proved to be safe. 

                The French Academy of Medicine and Science, which has   opposed GM foods, said in a report in December that no  evidence had been found that they were dangerous. However,   the academy said the technology should be introduced on "a  case- by-case, prudent and reasoned" basis. 

                The EU issued guidelines in October for the eventual cultivation  of GM crops, seen as a preliminary step to lifting the ban. 

                AFP
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Associated Press

06/14/2003 18:45:46

 BC-NA-GEN--US-Depleted Uranium,0588

 Experts warn depleted uranium weapons used in Iraq may pose health

risks to Iraqi civilians, troops

 By BARBARA BORST=
   NEW YORK (AP) _ Widespread use of depleted uranium weaponry by

U.S. and British forces in Iraq could pose serious health and environmental

risks to troops and residents, nuclear and medical experts warned Saturday, Dr. Helen Caldicott, president of the Nuclear Policy Research Institute, an anti-nuclear research group, said the hazards of using the radioactive

material included pollution and severe consequences for kidney function.

``They didn't blow up cities, but they polluted them forever,'' Caldicott

said of U.S. and British forces in Iraq. ``They have absolutely no right to be using radioactive weapons.''

Some experts at the one-day conference on depleted uranium's health risks

called for it to be banned in weapons. Others seconded assurances by U.S.

defense officials that the weapons do not pose an ``unacceptable health

risk'' to U.S. troops.

Most of the scientists, physicians and specialists called for more study on the materials, and demanded a full accounting of its use, not only in the recent war in Iraq but also in the 1991 Gulf War and in the NATO bombing of

the former Yugoslavia in the 1990s.

Depleted uranium is left over from enriching uranium for use as nuclear

fuel. It is used in armor because its superior strength and density can stop conventional armor-piercing shells. Ammunition with needle-like depleted uranium penetrators can punch through conventional armor.

It is far less radioactive than natural uranium and, at temperatures above

600 degrees F (315 degrees Celsius), ignites on impact.

U.S. Defense Department officials and many experts contend that depleted

uranium, because of its low radioactivity, poses no risk to the health of

soldiers handling munitions made from it, or to civilians living in areas

where those shells were used.

Thomas Cochran, of the environmental group Natural Resources Defense

Council, said though the radiation danger is low, exposure should be kept to a minimum and sites should be cleaned up.

Hari Sharma, a retired chemistry professor from the University of Waterloo, Ontario, said studies of urine specimens from Gulf War soldiers show

evidence that depleted uranium had lodged in human tissue.

``As long as long as something is radioactive, you are going to do harm to

human health,'' Sharma said.

Physicians in southern Iraq have documented a threefold increase in

childhood cancers, and fivefold increase in birth defects since 1990, said

Dr. Thomas Fasy, of New York's Mt. Sinai School of Medicine, who met with

Iraqi physicians and presented the research to the symposium.

The U.S. Defense Department declined an invitation to send a speaker to the symposium, Caldicott said.

U.S. defense experts and the United Nations have estimated that 1,100 -2,200 tons (1,000-1,995 metric tons) of depleted uranium were used by U.S.-led coalition forces in Iraq.

This contrasts with about 375 tons (340 metric tons) used in the 1991 Gulf

War, 11 tons (10 metric tons) fired during the 1999 war against Serbia over Kosovo, and a much smaller quantity used against rebel Serb positions in Bosnia in 1995.

The U.N. Environment Program has recommended a scientific investigation of

sites targeted by depleted uranium weapons in Iraq.
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 The Shameful Legacy of Radioactive Weaponry

BY HEATHER WOKUSCH 

POLITICS | 6.14.2003
                     Disturbing new evidence puts the US military's use of radioactive

                     weaponry in the spotlight, casting doubt on the Bush administration's

                     upbeat estimates on civilian war casualties in Afghanistan and Iraq. 

                     A study by the Washington, D.C. based Uranium Medical Research

                     Center (UMRC) suggests coalition forces used Afghanistan as a testing

                     ground for radioactive weaponry, thereby placing generations of

                     civilians--not to mention US service members--at unspeakable future

                     risk. 

                     The UMRC study found "astonishing" levels of uranium in the urine of

                     Afghan civilians living in Nangarhar province, one of many places

                     coalition forces bombarded with a new generation of "cave-busting" and

                     seismic shock warheads. Interestingly, none of the civilians tested at

                     Nangarhar showed traces of depleted uranium (DU), yet hundreds

                     exhibited symptoms resembling those of DU-exposed Gulf War veterans.

                     The implications are ominous. Independent studies show coalition forces

                     used toxic uranium alloys and hard-target uranium warheads in

                     Afghanistan, but if the "mystery" uranium in Nangahar isn't DU, what is

                     it? What kinds of radioactive ammunition were used elsewhere in

                     Afghanistan? What are the long-term health implications for civilians and

                     service members? And what are the moral, let alone criminal,

                     implications of radiating civilian populations? 

                     Unfortunately, Afghanistan isn't the only country reeling under the Bush

                     administration's idea of "liberation"--Iraq has arguably fared worse.

                     New evidence suggests the US invasion may have killed up to 10,000

                     Iraqi civilians, many from cluster bombs dropped into densely populated

                     civilian areas. Meanwhile, US and British occupying forces are accused of

                     illegally detaining and torturing Iraqi civilians, and the US military has

                     kicked around the idea of having Iraqi "hooligans ... either captured or

                     killed." 

                     Of course, if Iraq was used as a testing ground for radioactive

                     weaponry, as appears to have been the case in Afghanistan, then the

                     true civilian costs in cancers, birth defects and human suffering could be

                     immeasurable. 

                     As might be expected, the US Department of Defense (DOD) has shown

                     little interest in pinpointing the medical effects of radioactive weaponry.

                     In the 1991 Gulf War, an estimated 320 tons of DU ammunition was

                     dumped on Iraq, and the Pentagon later acknowledged over 900

                     American soldiers had sustained "moderate to heavy" DU exposure.

                     Few epidemiological studies have been conducted to assess the

                     damage though, and even worse, US government officials have lied to

                     cover up bad results. 

                     For example, a Pentagon spokesperson recently told the NATO press

                     corps, "We have seen no cancers or leukemia" in a group of 60 Gulf War

                     vets involved in a DU-study program, despite the fact that two

                     participants had in fact contracted cancer. And in a press briefing last

                     March, a DOD spokesperson downplayed health risks associated with

                     DU, claiming Iraqis complained about it only "because we kicked the

                     crap out of them." 

                     Fortunately, British researchers have taken the DU issue more seriously.

                     Scientific studies in the UK have shown Gulf veterans can have up to 14

                     times the normal level of genetic chromosome abnormalities, which

                     means their children are also at increased risk for deformities and

                     genetic diseases. It's also been proven that DU-exposed vets have a

                     greater likelihood of contracting lymphatic or bone marrow cancer. 

                     Findings like these have prompted the European Parliament to call for a

                     moratorium on DU ammunition (and other types of uranium warheads)

                     pending independent investigations into their possible harmful effects.

                     Similarly, the UN Environment Program (UNEP) has announced plans to

                     test the Iraqi environment for DU, and the World Health Organization

                     (WHO) may begin similar testing on the human population. 

                     The ultimate irony, of course, is that America may have used radioactive

                     weaponry to justify invading other countries to search for radioactive

                     weaponry. Bitter irony too that US service members were put at

                     increased risk because of the weapons their government provided.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

NEWSWEEK INTERNATIONAL

Fall Of Eden
By Babak Dehghanpisheh
To punish rebels, Saddam Hussein tried to destroy Iraq’s southern marshes.Will the country be able to rebuild them in time?

June 23 issue — Saleh Hantoush slides leathery fingers down the walls of his mudhif, a guesthouse made of reeds from the marshes of southern Iraq, and think sback to better days. Hantoush, 56, and his family of 11 lived on fish and milk from their herd of water buffalo.

        BUT THAT ALL changed in the early 1990s when Saddam Hussein targeted the Madan, as the Shiite marsh dwellers are known, for resisting Baghdad. “He cut off our water and killed our crops,” says Hantoush, his voice cracking with grief. “There was nothing left for our animals to eat.”

In 1992, Hantoush moved his family to a village near Basra and built another mudhif. But it sits on dry land, and Hantoush’s family relies on handouts from the United Nations. “This house reminds me of our life in the marsh,”he says. “It makes me very sad when I think about what was lost.”

       A decade ago, the lush marshlands of southern Iraq covered nearly 20,000 square kilometers near the confluence of the Tigris and Euphrates rivers. They hosted hundreds of species of rare birds, mammals and fish. Some Biblical scholars say the marshes were the site of the Garden of Eden.

Years of hostilities, though, have turned most of the marshes into desert.This week experts led by the U.S. Agency for International Development will convene in Iraq to study the problem. The stakes are high. Environmental experts say that if a big rehabilitation effort isn’t begun soon, the

marshes may be irretrievably lost. “A huge part of the marsh has been desertified,” says geologist Suzie Alwash, cofounder of Eden Again, an environmental NGO based in Washington, D.C.

       The marshlands used to be the largest wetlands in the Middle East. They supplied two thirds of the fish in Iraqi markets and 40 percent of the shrimp caught off the coast of Kuwait. Millions of birds migrating between the rivers of western Siberia and northeast Africa also wintered there. In

the 1970s, Majeed Rasheed al Hilli, a biologist at Baghdad University, always made sure to take armed guards on field trips to the region for protection—against herds of wild boar. These days boar are rarely seen.

       To Saddam Hussein, the marshes and its inhabitants were nothing but a threat. Shiite resistance groups used the maze of waterways and three-meter-tall reeds as cover for their covert operations. In 1991 Saddam struck with artillery, bombs and, by some accounts, napalm—killing

thousands. Iraqi soldiers burned down reeds, and engineers built an elaborate system of canals to divert water from the marshes. The 565km-long Saddam River, cut diagonally between the Tigris and the Euphrates, channels water to the Persian Gulf, bypassing the marshes.

       Within a decade, 95 percent of the marshes were destroyed. All that remains are portions of Al Hawizeh, which straddles the Iranian border. The smooth-coated otter, striped hyena, grey wolf, bandicoot rat and other mammals are largely gone. So are carp, soft-shelled turtles and other water creatures. “This is one of the major environmental disasters of the 20th century,” says Hassan Partow, a U.N. Environment Program official, “both in terms of its scale and in terms of the speed of change.”

       With their livelihoods gone, more than 200,000 Madan marsh dwellers had fled to the cities by 1994. Those who chose to stay behind faced a harsh existence. In the village of Garmat Hassan, on the banks of an algae-ridden Euphrates River tributary, women covered from head to toe in black abayas shuttle children between riverbanks in canoes made from hollowed-out palm trunks. Villagers say the water level has dropped so low it’s possible to walk across the river at some points. What little is left is tainted with industrial pollutants from a nearby power plant and untreated sewage. “We took a sample of this water to a doctor,” says Habib Dubayez Hussein, 75, an elder of the Al Jwaiber tribe, which inhabits the village. “He told us, ‘Don’t let your animals drink it’.” The villagers now buy water from the town of

Suq ash Shuyukh, 30km away.

       The Madan are eager to see the water return. Since Saddam’s ouster in April, locals have torn down dozens of floodgates and canal walls; satellite photos show that 15,000 hectares north of Basra have been flooded.

In May, Hamid Abdul Razaq, 48, pooled his money with other villagers near Basra to rent a backhoe. In a few hours, canal water flooded his fields of okra and tomato. “This is the first step,” he says. “We need more water.”Such ad hoc fixes are risky. Too much water washes away salt that’s dried on the ground; too little creates saline lakes. “The different parts of the marsh need to be patched together,” says Alwash of Eden Again, “or else youwon’t get the fish back or the birds back.”

       Time is running short. Scientists want to replenish the marshes with fresh wildlife from Al Hawizeh, but this marsh, too, is drying up. “A verse in the Qur’an says, ‘Every living thing is created from water’,” says Hussein. “We are hoping that the water will come back.”

      © 2003 Newsweek, Inc.
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RAPID

June 13, 2003
HEADLINE: Commission welcomes final adoption of new Regulation on the transboundary movements of   genetically modified organisms
      BODY:

      The European Commission welcomed the formal adoption by EU Environment Ministers today of the Regulation    on the transboundary movements of genetically modified organisms (GMOs). This agreement marks an   important step towards the full implementation into EU legislation of the provisions of the UN Cartagena  Protocol on Biosafety, which aims to ensure, on a global scale, the protection of biodiversity and of human  health.

      Environment Commissioner Margot Wallstrom said: "The agreement reached today is a very important

      achievement, which confirms the commitment of the European Union to the objectives of the Biosafety

      Protocol. I take this opportunity to welcome the upcoming entry into force of this international agreement,

      most probably in September 2003, and congratulate the Republic of Ghana and the Republic of Palau for their

      recent ratification, which have triggered the entry into force of the Protocol. Thanks to the agreement

      reached today, the European Union will be in the position to honour its commitments in a timely manner". 

      The European Union ratified the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety on 27 August 2002. The overall purpose

      of this United Nations agreement is to establish common rules to be followed in transboundary movements of

      GMOs in order to ensure, on a global scale, the protection of biodiversity and of human health.

      In order to fulfil its international obligations, the EU must transpose the provisions of the Biosafety Protocol

      into its own legal order. This Regulation complements the existing regulatory framework, in particular for

      exports of GMOs, in order to align it with the provisions of the Biosafety Protocol.

      Commissioner Wallstrom added: "This is a global issue which needs global action. The Biosafety Protocol

      establishes one set of basic international rules for dealing with GMOs. The Protocol will ensure that

      countries exporting or importing GMOs can rely on a sound regulatory framework, so that they can make

      informed choices. This Protocol will be particularly helpful for developing countries, which may lack the

      resources to properly assess the risks and the benefits of biotechnology. We call on countries to ratify and

      implement the Biosafety Protocol and we invite those who are not in a position to ratify to contribute to the

      achievement of its objectives on a voluntary basis."

      The main elements of the Regulation are:

      The obligation to notify exports of GMOs intended for deliberate release into the environment and secure

      express consent prior to a first transboundary movement;

      The obligation to provide information to the public and to our international partners on EU practices,

      legislation and decisions on GMOs, as well as on accidental releases of GMOs;

      A set of rules for the export of GMOs intended to be used as food, feed or for processing;

      Provisions for identifying GMOs for export.

      The current Regulation does not foresee new specific EU provisions for imports or for movements of GMOs

      between Member States. These operations will continue to be covered by existing EU legislation.

      In light of the imminent entry into force of the Biosafety Protocol , the Commission endeavoured to facilitate

      an agreement, which will allow the respect of the international deadlines. The Regulation is broadly in line

      with the overall approach of the Commission's original position, but includes stricter provisions as regards the

      explicit consent to be given from importing countries. Today's agreement is based on a close co-operation

      between the Commission, the Parliament and the Council.

      The Regulation shall enter into force on the twentieth day following that of its publication in the Official

      Journal of the European Communities. It shall apply from the day of entry into force of the Protocol, or at

      the date of entry into force of the Regulation, whichever shall be the later. 50 countries and the European

      Union have already ratified the Protocol, which shall enter into force on the ninetieth day after the date of

      deposit of the fiftieth instrument of ratification.<TABLE WIDTH="100%" BORDER="0" STYLE="border-top: 2px

      groove; border-bottom: 2px groove; margin-bottom: 20pt"><TD STYLE="padding-top: 10pt;

      padding-bottom: 10pt; padding-right: 5pt">

      LOAD-DATE: June 16, 2003 
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ABC Radio Australia

GM protocol proceeds, without Australian signature 

                 A warning has been issued to Australian exporters over   Australia's failure to sign an international protocol   governing trade in genetically modifed products.

                 The Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety will take effect on    September 11, despite strenuous objections by the United    States.

                 Danuta Kozaki reports when the Pacific nation of Palau   became the 50th country to ratify the pact, its signature  triggered a 90 day countdown.

                 The protocol will be the first legally-binding agreement  available to governments wanting to reject GM foods. 

                 Australia, along with the United States, has not signed the   protocol. 

                 Greenpeace's Helen Oakey says while the US has a large   stake in genetically modified crops, Australian farmers have    an interest to keep crops GM free for key markets.

                 "Australian wheat exporters and Australian grain exporters  are very concerned about this issue," she says.

                 A spokesman for the Australian Foreign Affairs Minister,   Alexander Downer says the government will analyse the   impact of the protocol on key Australian markets.

                 The spokesman says Australia has concerns about some of  the practical aspects of the protocol.

                 16/06/2003 15:09:39 | ABC Radio Australia News

________________________________________________________________________________________-__

The Hill

April 30, 2003 Wednesday

HEADLINE: Biotech crop debate continues, hampering aid
BYLINE: By Jean Gossman

      BODY:

      The polarized scientific and political debate - many years old - over genetically modified (GM) crops is now

      preventing American GM crops from feeding the desperately hungry in Southern Africa.

      The European Union (EU) has imposed a de facto moratorium on new genetically engineered foods in

      response to low public confidence in Europe. That in turn has influenced famine-stricken African nations to

      refuse American agricultural products that contain genetically modified corn.

      Some observers say that those countries are doing so for fear that EU nations will not purchase African

      exports if American GM products are accepted. Approximately half of Southern African nations' agricultural

      exports are sold to European Union members. 

      Dr. John Kilama, president of the Global Bioscience Development Institute, testified before the House

      Agriculture Committee in March: "Africans are concerned that Europe will retaliate against African exports if

      Africans accept genetically modified organisms from the United States. ... African farmers are concerned

      that if they are no longer able to certify that their foods are GM-free, they will lose their share in the

      European market."

      Currently, Zambia refuses U.S. GM food aid and Zimbabwe, Malawi and Mozambique accept U.S. corn

      shipments only if the corn is milled before distribution.

      The World Health Organization (WHO) has said that "in the current crisis, governments of countries in

      Southern Africa must consider carefully the severe and immediate consequences of limiting the food aid that

      is made available for the millions of people desperately in need."

      Genetic engineering involves changing the DNA structure - the genetic blueprint - of living things. Although

      crops have been hybridized, or crossbred, for hundreds of years, it is now possible to not only change DNA

      structure within organisms, but also to transfer DNA from one organism to another.

      GM crops are developed to produce specific outcomes. One oft-cited example is putting fish DNA into

      tomatoes. Flounder are very resistant to cold, and some believe genetically engineering tomatoes with this

      trait could help them fight frost. Other targeted results include resistance to disease and insects, greater

      tolerance of herbicides, enhanced nutritional value, improved taste and longer shelf life, among others.

      An additional aspect of GM crop production is known as "pharming" or "biopharming" - development of crops     to produce proteins used in pharmaceuticals at lower cost and greater volume, or to produce vaccines that    could be eaten rather than injected. But there are concerns that such crops might inadvertently enter the

      food supply, posing a possible danger to public health and forcing costly recalls.

      In 2002, a biotechnology company, ProdiGene, Inc., of College Station, Texas, allowed corn engineered for

      pharmaceutical benefits to intermingle with food crops, but discovered it before the food was eaten. In

      March, the Department of Agriculture issued new rules that bar land used for biopharming from being planted

      with a food crop the next year.

      Alleviation of world hunger has long been a goal of the GM movement. The National Academy of Sciences,

      the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development, the United Nations Food and Agriculture

      Organization and the WHO have said that there is no evidence of harm or unusual risk associated with GM

      crops.

      EU countries require labeling of GM products, and there is vigorous popular opposition in Europe to GM foods.    Although U.S. agricultural interests support lifting the EU moratorium, they do not want to see it replaced  with labeling requirements or product traceability guidelines in this country.

      Over 130 countries, including African nations but not the United States, have signed the United

      Nations-initiated 2000 Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety (the Protocol). The unratified treaty, intended to

      allow countries to assess adverse impact on GM crops, addresses the moving of living GM organisms across

      boundaries. It covers most GM products, except those used for human pharmaceuticals.

      The Protocol's Advanced Informed Agreements provision requires labeling and documentation, while the

      Precautionary Principle states that nations concerned about potential environmental damage may block GM

      products - even without scientific certainty.

      Although the Precautionary Principle was intended to protect health and the environment, many in the United

      States contend that countries are using it as a trade barrier. At the Agriculture Committee hearing, Speaker

      Dennis Hastert (R-Ill.) stated "the current EU moratorium on genetically modified products has translated

      into an annual loss of over $300 million in corn exports for U.S. farmers. ...[This] could be disastrous for U.S.

      farmers in terms of competitiveness and the ability to provide food for the world's population."

      Sen. Chuck Grassley (R-Iowa) raises GM corn and soybeans on his farm. In a March 5 speech to the

      Congressional Economic Leadership Institute, Grassley said, "Scaremongers have propagated misinformation

      regarding biotechnology. ... If these products were unhealthy, we wouldn't consume them in the United

      States. If they harmed the environment, we wouldn't be growing them in Iowa."

      LOAD-DATE: May 1, 2003 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC 

Japan threatens whaling walkout
By Alex Kirby 

                 The International Whaling Commission (IWC) has opened its   annual meeting in Germany amid threats that Japan may pull  out of the talks. 

                 In an unprecedented and bitter  attack, a senior Japanese delegate  said the US, the UK and their

anti-whaling allies were "liars". 

                 He said Japan had almost lost   patience with the organisation. 

                 Sources say Japan will end its IWC  subscriptions unless there is   progress towards resuming whaling. 

                 Many members expect the four-day  meeting to be yet another ritual  confrontation between the pro-whalers - Japan, Norway and Iceland -   and the countries which are resolutely opposed to any resumption of the  hunt. 

                 Japan and Norway each kill 600-700 whales a year, as they are allowed   to do under IWC rules, and Iceland wants to restart research whaling  and probably resume a commercial killing programme soon. 

                 Numbers argument 

                 But there is still a majority of IWC members - probably a fairly narrow   one now - which opposes any resumption of whaling. 

                 These countries want the moratorium on commercial whaling, in force   since 1986, to stay in place. 

                 They say there is no evidence the  whales have recovered from the   bloody destruction of the centuries of   industrial whaling, and they regard   the killing as inevitably inhumane. 

                 On the eve of the meeting, Japanese  delegate Masayuki Komatsu said the   failure to make progress towards lifting the moratorium had "provoked   an increased interest in the establishment of an alternative management   organisation". 

                 Japan believes the IWC promised to end the ban in 1990. 

                 Party pressure 

                 Mr Komatsu, a senior official in Japan's Fisheries Agency, told BBC News   Online: "It is a sheer lie for the anti-whaling countries to say they want  to complete the revised management scheme, the proposed plan to  allow the resumption of commercial whaling. 

                 "The liars are the UK, Australia, New Zealand, the Netherlands,   Germany and the US. 

                 "The US is the key: there are only two countries in the IWC that matter,   the US and Japan. 

                 "Have we lost patience with the commission? Yes and no. We are an  Asian country, so we're very patient. But we are also very angry. 

                 "If there's no progress we must use other options, including withdrawing   from the commission - and that's something the biggest party in Japan   has said it wants the government to consider. 

                 "We might also decide to stop paying our subscriptions - and we and the   US are the IWC's two biggest supporters financially. 

                 "You may say we're just too optimistic, but maybe this year our   patience will run out. I don't know when Japan has expressed its   frustration before with such force." 

                 Japanese Foreign Ministry sources have told BBC News Online their   government will end its subscriptions if there is no progress here this  week. 
 ____________________________________________________________

BBC

Greater protection for whales agreed 

 By Alex Kirby 

                 At the end of a rancorous first day, the annual meeting of the   International Whaling Commission (IWC) here has declared  itself squarely for conservation. 

                 The anti-whaling nations proclaimed   a resounding victory, hailing a move   away from the commission's  traditional role of managing whaling. 

                 They believe it will make all the  world's whales safer. 

                 But one whaling nation, Japan, said it  might well leave the commission. 

                 The decision came with a vote, agreed by 25 votes to 20, with one  abstention, in favour of the so-called   Berlin Initiative. 

                 In practical terms, that will mean setting up an IWC conservation   committee to tackle the many threats to cetaceans (whales, dolphins   and porpoises). 

                 These include climate change,   pollution, entanglement in fishing

                 nets, collisions with ships, humane  killing methods, and habitat loss. 

                 Crucially, the committee will address   the problems of all cetaceans: until   now the IWC, set up in 1946, has  limited itself to the commercially valuable great whale species. 

                 'Closing the door' 

                 It has always had a dual role, conserving whales and managing whaling   (which still continues, although the commercial hunt has been  suspended since 1986). 

                 Many countries have for years   opposed any resumption of the   killing, and have wanted the

                 commission simply to help the  whales to recover from the centuries  of savage industrial whaling. 

                 But the few remaining whaling   countries have agreed the whales   should be conserved only so that the   hunt can one day resume. 

                 They see the vote to accept the   Berlin Initiative as a way of changing   the commission's remit and closing   the door to any future hunt. 

                 "In this very sterile debate we've    been having for years, the vote lays to rest the idea that the IWC is only about the resumption of commercial whaling," Andres Rozental, the   commissioner from Mexico and one of the initiative's chief architects,  told BBC News Online. 

                 "It's a great day for those who want to save the whales, on a par with  the day we agreed the whaling moratorium. 

                 "It's a splendid afternoon, and I'm very pleased the world's whales can  swim in peace for a little bit longer. I think today will go down to the   glory of the IWC." 

                 Ben Bradshaw, the UK Fisheries Minister, called the vote "very  significant progress". 

                 The International Fund for Animal Welfare said: "What was once a  whalers' club has become a force for conservation." 

                 'Nail in IWC's coffin' 

                 But the leader of the Japanese delegation, Masayuki Komatsu, told BBC  News Online: "This is ridiculous, it's out of order. I'm resentful and I'm   angry." 

                 "The whaling convention was created   for the sustainable use of abundant

                 resources. We know there are   millions of whales out there, minkes,

                 sei and sperm whales," Mr Komatsu  said. 

                 "This will prohibit access to   resources one after the other. When   this meeting ends Japan will

                 seriously and deeply consider  whether to leave the commission,"   he added. 

                 Rune Frovik works for a Norwegian  group that supports whaling, the  High North Alliance. 

                 He said: "This is one more nail in the IWC's coffin. It is simply drifting   further and further away from its original objectives. We'll be   encouraging the whaling nations - Norway, Japan and Iceland - to

                 organise whaling outside the commission." 

                 The three countries said after the vote they were reserving the right not   to take part in or fund the initiative. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Norway 'undermining' whaling ban

By Alex Kirby 

                 Norway's insistence on continuing to kill whales contradicts the   spirit of the international moratorium on commercial whaling,   the UK says. 

                 Norway has set itself a catch quota  of 711 minke whales for 2003, up   from 634 killed last year. 

                 Its whaling is legal, because it  objected to the moratorium, in force    since 1986. 

                 But the British say the Norwegian   hunt is really for export, and is   unsustainable. 

                 The accusation came from the UK  Fisheries Minister, Elliot Morley, in a   briefing to journalists before the  start on 16 June of the annual  meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC) in Berlin. 

                 Mr Morley told BBC News Online: "We believe the Norwegian whaling is against the spirit of the

                 moratorium. 

                 "They say it's legal, and it's true they registered an objection when the   moratorium was agreed by the commission, so under IWC rules they're allowed to continue hunting. 

                 "But we think it goes against the spirit of the ban, and certainly their  attempts to export the meat are illegal. 

                 "They're desperate to find an export market, and that shows the whaling   isn't for domestic consumption - and it's not sustainable." 

                 Far eastern market 

                 Norway has so far exported about 70 tonnes of whale meat and blubber  to Iceland and the Faeroe Islands, and is hoping to start exports to   Japan. 

                 Japan also catches whales, though it says its hunt is for research: the   meat is sold. Iceland is now planning   to start research whaling, which is  allowed by the IWC. 

                 Mr Morley said: "The IWC was  almost dysfunctional at last year's   meeting, and it's not looking much

                 better this year." 

                 For some years past the   commission's annual meetings have   been little more than ritual            confrontations between countries which want to resume whaling, led by  Japan and Norway, and their opponents. 

                 These countries say there is no evidence that the whales have recovered from the bloody centuries of industrial whaling. 

                 Broader remit 

                 Many of them also want the IWC to move from its original mandate of   regulating whaling to an overtly conservationist role, protecting the  whales themselves. 

                 Mr Morley said the UK would be backing the Berlin Initiative, a  proposal that seeks to meet this

                 concern by shifting the IWC's   emphasis towards environmental  protection for all cetaceans (whales,

                 dolphins and porpoises). 

                 At present the commission deals  only with the 12 great whale species,   but Mr Morley said the UK regarded   it as competent to protect small   cetaceans as well. 

                 The initiative has the backing of many IWC members and conservation  groups. But Japan's IWC commissioner, Minoru Morimoto, was scathing  about it. 

                 He said: "The Berlin Initiative might look like a positive, feel-good   development for the IWC, but ultimately it will be the final blow to the already polarised and dysfunctional commission, destroying its raison

d'etre." 

                 Mr Morley was similarly dismissive of Japan's research whaling, which   he said seemed to prove "that the Japanese eat whales, not that whales  eat fish". 

                 He said the UK did not accept the scientific basis for Iceland's planned  research hunt, and remained strongly opposed to all forms of whaling  apart from some subsistence whaling by indigenous peoples. 

                 Mr Morley said: "The top priority is to hold the line on the moratorium,   which is now clearly under threat." 

               ______________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

FACTBOX - IWC meets on whaling in   Berlin

GERMANY: June 17, 2003
                BERLIN - The International Whaling Commission (IWC)   holds an annual meeting in Berlin from June 16-19.  Following are facts about whaling: 

                The IWC, which has about 50 member states, imposed a     moratorium on commercial whaling from 1986 because stocks of many whales like the giant blue whale were close    to extinction.

                The IWC allows an exception for subsistence catches of  whales for indigenous peoples in places including  Greenland, Siberia and the U.S. state of Alaska.

                Whaling nations argue that stocks of species like the small   minke whale have recovered enough to allow hunts.  Opponents say stock estimates are uncertain and that   humans should respect the planet's biggest mammals by  leaving them alone.

                Whaling has long stirred strong emotions, from Herman    Melville's novel "Moby Dick" to Greenpeace campaigns to   "Save the Whale".

                MAIN WHALING NATIONS

                NORWAY - Resumed "commercial" hunts of minke whales  in 1993, ignoring the IWC moratorium. Whalers have so far   harpooned more than half a 711 quota set for 2003. The    meat is eaten as steaks.

                Oslo further angered opponents of whaling by resuming  whale meat exports last year, to Iceland and the Faroe  Islands, in defiance of a global trade ban. Planned blubber  exports to Japan have been stalled by poisonous PCB  chemicals in the whale fat.

                JAPAN - Carries out whaling for "scientific research" which  Tokyo says is allowed by IWC rules even though opponents   call it a cover for commercial hunts. Japan aims for annual   catches of up to 440 minke whales in the Antarctic and  smaller numbers of minkes, Brydes and sperm whales in   the northwest Pacific. The meat ends up in restaurants and sushi bars.

                ICELAND - Wants to resume whaling and plans a "scientific   research" catch of 100 fin whales, 100 minkes and 50 sei  whales a year.

                IWC MEETING

                The IWC will consider a proposal for a "Berlin Initiative" to    set up a conservation committee in the IWC. Japan has   threatened to walk out, fearing it could make the IWC focus   merely on safeguarding whales and shift from its original role of regulating catches.

                Whalers reckon the IWC is unlikely to approve a   resumption of commercial whaling this year, saying political  opposition in nations like the United States is too strong.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Conservation motion tops bill at  whaling body meet
GERMANY: June 17, 2003

                BERLIN - The annual clash of pro and anti-whaling    nations began in Berlin yesterday where ecology

  groups hope the stalemate can be broken to agree a   resolution they say will help protect endangered

    whales. 

                The International Whaling Commission (IWC) is deeply  divided, with roughly half of its 49 members, such as Japan  and Norway, keen to introduce a limited catch of whales.    The other half, including the United States and many  European Union countries, favour further restrictions.

                High on the agenda at the IWC's yearly meeting, being held  in Berlin from June 16 to 19, is a motion sponsored by 18   members to form a conservation panel - the so-called   "Berlin Initiative".

                Such a panel could make recommendations about the  problems of marine mammals, or cetaceans, becoming   entangled in nets; toxins in the oceans; climate change; or    the use of sonar, which environmentalists say threatens  whales with extinction.

                However, Japan has already threatened to walk out of the   IWC meeting if the initiative received support.

                It said the proposal may look like a positive development,  but ultimately would be the final blow to the polarised IWC,  destroying its purpose to allow controlled whaling.

                Conservation groups have hailed the proposal as way of  securing the future of whales and dolphins.

                "It is an effort to see if we can actually do something. While   they are talking this week, 4,000 whales, dolphins and   porpoises will be drowned," said Susan Lieberman, head of   the World Wildlife Fund delegation.

                But the High North Alliance, a Norwegian-based lobby   group representing whalers and other Arctic communities,  also slammed the initiative as an anti-whaling distraction.

                "This doesn't mean conservation, it means a ban on  whaling," said Alliance secretary Rune Frovik. "The IWC's  job is meant to be managing stocks, not banning all  catches."

                Norwegian whalers had so far caught 384 whales out of a  quota of 711 in the 2003 hunting season that started last  month. "It's a relatively good start," he said.

                Hosts Germany will make clear from the start on which side   of the divide they stand when Agriculture Minister Renate    Kuenast, a member of the Greens, will free a giant papier  mache whale from a fishing net in a symbolic gesture  before the meeting opens.

                Other agenda items include proposals to establish whale   sanctuaries in both the South Atlantic and South Pacific, a  debate on aboriginal subsistence hunting and a motion  supported by whaling nations to introduce voting by secret  ballot - although few expect success on these topics.

                (Additional reporting by Alister Doyle in Oslo).

__________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Whaling Commission Authorizes Global  Conservation 

                      BERLIN, Germany, June 16, 2003 (ENS) - Conservation of the   world's whales will be the future guiding principle of the International  Whaling Commission after a vote today that creates a Conservation

Committee to protect these marine mammals from the many threats   that assail them. Environmentalists were jubilant at the outcome, but  whaling nations reserved the right not to participate in, nor fund, the   new initiative. 

                      The so-called Berlin Initiative to steer the International Whaling  Commission (IWC) in the direction of conservation was proposed by   Mexico and supported by 18 other governments - Australia, Austria,

Brazil, Finland, France, Germany, Ireland, Italy, Kenya, Monaco,   Netherlands, New Zealand, Portugal, San Marino, Spain, Sweden, the    United Kingdom and the United States. 

                      Sperm whale and U.S.      research ship in the   Gulf of Mexico (Photo   courtesy U.S. Interior Dept.)

                      The vote, taken during   the opening day of the  organization's 55th    annual meeting,               carried with 25  countries voting in   favor, and 20 against,   with one abstention. 

                      Australian   Environment Minister   Dr. David Kemp said    after the vote, "The Initiative recognizes that the primary objective of   the IWC is to conserve whale populations for the benefit of all  humankind and for future generations." 

                      "What was once a whalers' club has become a force for conservation,"  said Dr. Chris Tuite, director of wildlife and habitat with the  International Fund for Animal Welfare. 

                      “This is a historic day for cetacean conservation,” said Dr. Susan    Lieberman, head of WWF’s delegation at the IWC. “The Berlin   Initiative is designed to tackle the variety of threats to cetaceans

beyond commercial whaling. These include by-catch, drowning in nets,   the biggest threat of all, causing the death of 300,000 whales, dolphins   and porpoises annually.” 

                      Other threats include toxic contamination and climate change. The  initiative will also allow the IWC to address economic and cultural  activities like whale watching. 

                      Stefan Asmundsson, Iceland’s Commissioner, said, “We have    witnessed the concept of conservation being hijacked by protectionists.  Conservation is a means to enable sustainable whaling. This proposal  was not about conservation but protectionism and animal rights." 

                                                          A beach on the Antarctic   shore of South Georgia                                                      strewn with whale bones   left from the years of industrial whaling. (Photo courtesy British Antarctic                                                          Survey)

                                                          In the first 30 years of  the International    Whaling Commission's   existence, large scale  catches of whales  were authorized, and debates focused on what conservation measures  were necessary. 

                      Some whale species, such as the giant blue whales, were hunted nearly  to extinction until the IWC imposed a global moratorium on commercial whaling in 1986. The moratorium is still in force, broken only by

countries such as Norway and Iceland, each of which have taken a  reservation to the whaling ban. 

                      In addition, Japan hunts whales in accordance with the scientific     research provisions of the IWC treaty, taking hundreds of minke   whales in the Southern Ocean Whale Sanctuary, and hunting hundreds

of minke whales, and dozens of sei, sperm, and Bryde's whales in the   North Pacific. 

                      "The non-compliance with the Commission’s policy on scientific  whaling is now a greater conservation problem than official commercial    whaling," the proposing countries said in their draft resolution for the   Berlin Initiative. 

                      Dr. Kemp said, "I call on the IWC also to ensure that the Conservation  Committee is supported by - and promotes - good science, such as the  non-lethal techniques for studying whales that Australian scientists                    use." 

                      "As the Commission gradually moved to a more conservation oriented  and precautionary approach to management, and has steadily extended   the scope of its conservation measures, the importance of ensuring that  the Commission’s conservation measures are actually complied with,   has gathered in importance relative to the adoption of new measures,"  the proposing countries' wrote. 

                      On Sunday, Greenpeace  activists scaled Berlin's   365 meter (1,197 foot)  Television Tower, the

Fernsehturm in   Alexanderplatz, and    suspended a large   inflatable whale from the   tower's point with

banner reading "IWC    ACT NOW." (Photo  ©Greenpeace/Paul Langrock)

                      Last week Japan threatened to walk out of the IWC meeting if the  conservation resolution was passed. While downplaying the new  conservation committee's importance, the Japanese delegation so far

has remained at the meeting in Berlin. 

                  The Berlin Initiative vote, which was preceded by a heated debate,  deepened the divisions within the IWC, taking the organization to the   brink of a split. 

                      Established under the 1946 International Convention for the Regulation   of Whaling, the IWC states its purpose as providing for "the proper   conservation of whale stocks and thus make possible the orderly

development of the whaling industry." The whaling nations have been  working towards completion of a formal document known as a Revised   Management Scheme that would establish criteria for sustainable                   whaling and permit the lifting of the global ban on commercial whaling. 

                      The fact that the Revised Management Scheme is not even on this  year's IWC agenda, and today's vote in favor of a conservation  committee has turned the whaling nations away from participation in

the Whaling Commission. 

                      Rune Frovik, secretary to the High North Alliance, a coalition of   whaling nations, said, “It is time for the whaling nations to realize that    the Whaling Commission does not have the intention to take up its

responsibility and resume the management of sustainable whaling. It is  time to look for other alternatives outside of this dysfunctional  organization." 

                   Copyright Environment News Service (ENS) 2003. All Rights Reserved.  
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UN or UNEP in the news

Treaty pits US against world over GM foods
Sydney Morning Herald, Australia, June 17 2003 - A treaty regulating trade in genetically modified foods will come into effect in September, after the Pacific nation of Palau became the 50th country to ratify the pact, the UN Environmental Program said.
http://www.smh.com.au/articles/2003/06/16/1055615734518.html 

Winners of UN Environment Programme Competition Sponsored by Bayer Announced[image: image1.png]



BNC Bayer News Channel, June 6, 2003 - Bangkok. For World Environment Day, which was celebrated on June 5 in some 120 countries around the world, young people have shown there are many practical solutions to the problems of water scarcity, pollution and resource conflict. Hundreds of 6-to-16-year-olds illustrated and wrote about how water conservation is being carried out in schools, communities and homes across Asia and the Pacific for an arts and writing competition organized by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and sponsored by Bayer.
http://www.bnci.bayer.com/Bayer/BNCinternationali.nsf/id/91CCD2C3F9A5736FC1256D3C0034B474?Open 

General environment news

Green club for teenagers hopes to change attitudes – Exhibition to be held at Centre Point

Bangkok Post, June 17, 2003 – Environmental issues have never been cool at school.

Chatting about fossil fuel, recycling or global warming could make you most nerdy and unhip among your peers.

But  a group of students are trying to change that image. Aiming to make environmental issues popular, they launched the Thailand Youth Environmental Network (ThaiYEN) on the World Environmental Day, June 5.
http://www.bangkokpost.com/News/17Jun2003_news17.html 

Floods displace 400,000 in Assam
Sify, India , Monday, 16 June , 2003,  Guwahati: At least 400,000 people have been left homeless in Assam by flash floods triggered by heavy monsoon rains, an official said Monday. 
"Eight districts have been hit by the first wave of floods with four districts severely affected so far," Assam Revenue Minister Mithias Tudu told AFP. 
http://sify.com/news/othernews/fullstory.php?id=13172993
_________________________________________________________________________________________
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UNEP/UN in the News

Treaty on international trade in GMOs to become law 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - The Cartagena Protocol on biosafety, the agreement that deals with issues related to GMOs will enter into force in September, the Nairobi based United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) has said. In a statement marking the 90-day the Protocol sets out the first comprehensive regulatory system for ensuring the safe transfer, handling and use of genetically modified organisms (GMOs), with a specific focus on movements of these organisms across national borders. "The Cartagena Protocol recognizes that biotechnology has an immense potential for improving human welfare but that it could also pose potential risks to biodiversity and human health," said Toepfer, under whose auspices the Biodiversity Convention was adopted in 1992. "This new regime promises to make the international trade in GMOs more transparent, while introducing important safety measures that will meet the needs of consumers, industry and the environment for many decades to come," he said. The Protocol deals primarily with GMOs that are to be intentionally introduced into the environment (such as seeds, trees or fish) and with genetically modified farm commodities (such as corn and grain used for food, animal feed or processing). Governments will exchange information through a Biosafety Clearing-House and are to base their decisions on scientifically sound risk assessments. Governments will have to adopt measures for managing any risks identified by risk assessments and continue to monitor and control any risks that may emerge in the future. This applies to trade as well as domestically produced GMOs. The first Meeting of the Parties to the Protocol will take place in the first quarter of 2004 in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng000003&dte=16/06/2003
General Environmental news

Mauritanian Parliament adopts CILSS regulations on pesticides 

Nouakchott, Mauritania (PANA) -The Mauritanian National Assembly Thursday adopted a bill authorizing President Maaouiya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya to ratify the regulations of the Inter-State committee for the fight against drought in Sahel (CILSS) relating to pesticides. The instrument was amended and adopted by the CILSS council of ministers in 1999 in N'djamena, Chad. The Ouagadougou-based CILSS was created in 1973 and includes Burkina Faso, Cape Verde, Gambia, Guinea Bissau, Mali, Mauritania, Niger, Senegal and Chad.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng004301&dte=12/06/2003
MP claims marrow disease break out in northern Kenya 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - At least 35 people, including children born after 1980, have developed bone marrow and related diseases in the northern Kenya district of Marsabit where oil exploration was done in the early 1980s, a legislator claimed here Monday. Kenyan MP Titus Ngoyoni also told PANA here that more than 7,000 domestic animals have died under mysterious circumstances after taking water from specific boreholes in locations of the exploration. Ngoyoni suspected the disease was a result of toxic waste left behind by the companies, which undertook the oil exploration in the region. He argued that the disease had affected only those who dwelt around the areas where the exploration took place. Meanwhile, skin related diseases have also been reported from areas where oil exploration was done in the dry land district of Isiolo Wajir which border Somalia, he complained.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng000065&dte=16/06/2003
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M O N D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S

*
UN envoy continues talks with Iraqi politicians, jurists, journalists


*
Security Council discusses two Iraq-related reports 


*
Central Africa: Security Council ends weeklong mission 

*
Iran fails to report certain nuclear materials and activities – UN watchdog

*
UN mission launches investigation into killing of military observers in DR of Congo


*
Annan welcomes decision by 4 countries to send transition team to Bougainville

*
First prosecutor for International Criminal Court takes office


*
28 countries sign WHO tobacco control treaty on opening day


*
UNICEF and partners launch campaign to combat child discrimination in Europe



*
Annan appoints five eminent experts to follow up on anti-racism conference 


*
UN committee begins session on treaty for persons with disabilities 

*
On Day of African child, UNICEF calls for registration of every infant

* * * *

Iraq

16 June – United Nations envoy Sergio Vieira de Mello, in a second week of talks with a wide spectrum of Iraqi society, today met with the head of the Iraqi Constitutional Monarchists Movement, Sherif Ali Bin Hussein, who told him the UN should not only play a humanitarian role but also be active in the political and reconstruction spheres.


Mr. Vieira de Mello, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative, also met with a group of Iraqi jurists who emphasized the urgent task of ensuring security and justice. They stressed that the current initiative by the United States-run provisional Authority did not provide for consultations and said they believed major decisions were made about the legal framework and the judiciary with no Iraqi participation.

Mr. Vieira de Mello assured them the UN would make every effort to raise their concerns with the Authority and pledged UN support for rebuilding the justice system in the context of resolution 1483, which established its current mandate in Iraq.

Yesterday, he met with a group of Iraqi journalists and assured them that he was committed to helping them create a free and independent media as soon as possible. He said that he, along with various UN agencies in Baghdad, would organize tangible support for the emergence of a free press in Iraq.

On Saturday, Mr. Vieira de Mello made his first foray outside Baghdad, traveling to Basra in the south, where he told a group of local political, religious and tribal leaders that the UN was determined to do its utmost to see Iraqis rule themselves and form a democratically elected government that would meet the aspirations of all the people.

On the humanitarian front, the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and the World Health Organization (WHO) are helping the Iraqi Ministry of Health to immunize the country’s 4.2 million children under the age of five against preventable diseases such as polio, tetanus, diphtheria, pertussis, measles and tuberculosis.

“In the past three months, approximately 210,000 children have been born in Iraq,” UNICEF’s Representative in Iraq, Carel de Rooy, said. “Not one of these children has been vaccinated against the myriad of deadly and debilitating diseases young children are susceptible to.”

This is the first routine immunization since the start of the armed conflict in March. Following a missile strike on the Vaccine and Serum Institute in Baghdad and subsequent looting, UNICEF has been bringing in millions of doses of vaccines.  

* * *

Iraq: Security Council


16 June – The United Nations Security Council met in closed session today to discuss two Iraq-related reports from Secretary-General Kofi Annan – one on missing Kuwaiti property, the other on the budget for phasing out the Oil-for-Food programme, on which 60 per cent of Iraqis were totally dependent for rations during Saddam Hussein’s regime.


In the first, Mr. Annan reports that the ousted government failed to return most of the Kuwaiti property seized during its 1990-91 occupation of its neighbour despite some “limited cooperation” prior to the recent hostilities. He expresses the hope that there will be “continued commitment to the search and return of Kuwaiti property and archives and that real progress may soon be achieved.”

In the second, he reports that the total budget for phasing out the Oil-for-Food programme by 21 November, as required by the latest Council resolution, which lifted sanctions on Iraq, is estimated at $106 million, plus a contingency reserve of $16 million. Under the programme, otherwise sanctions-bound Baghdad was allowed to sell oil for food and other humanitarian supplies as well as to pay compensation to victims of its occupation of Kuwait.
* * *

Central Africa

16 June – A United Nations Security Council delegation has stressed cooperation among Central Africa’s leadership, and urged close neighbours – particularly nations bordering the troubled Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) – to play a “positive role” in ending the violence and civil conflict that has destabilized much of the Great Lakes region.

The 15 Council diplomats ended the six-country mission with visits to Uganda and Tanzania yesterday before returning to New York, according to a UN spokesman. The weeklong mission was led by Ambassador Jean-Marc de La Sablière of France.
On Sunday evening, the delegation met at Entebbe Airport for an hour with President Yoweri Museveni of Uganda. Talks focused on the DRC and Burundian peace processes, as well as the ‘positive role’ that neighbouring countries should play on both issues. 

That morning, the delegation met in Dar es Salaam with Tanzanian President Benjamin Mpaka. The discussions included Tanzania’s support for the Burundian peace process and “good neighbouring relations” in the region. Also in Dar es Salaam, the delegation met with a Burundian rebellion movement, the National Council for the Defence of Democracy-Forces for the Defence of Democracy (CNDD-FDD), one of the two rebel groups who are still fighting against the Government. 

On Saturday, the mission left Burundi for Rwanda, where a 90-minute meeting took place with President Paul Kagame. They discussed the political process in the DRC, fighting in eastern DRC and Ituri, and the deployment of the Interim Multinational Force in Bunia. They also discussed allegations of a Rwandan presence in the troubled eastern DRC territory, the role of neighbouring countries in the DRC peace process, and the possibility of holding a conference on the Great Lakes.

In New York, a UN spokesman said Secretary-General Kofi Annan has entrusted his Special Representative for the Great Lakes region, Ibrahima Fall, to coordinate the preparation of the conference, as called for by the Security Council. Mr. Fall briefed the Council mission in Central Africa on the progress of the preparations.
* * *
Iran


16 June – Iran has failed to report certain nuclear material and activities and needs to quickly implement an additional international agreement in order to provide credible assurances regarding the peaceful nature of its nuclear activities, the United Nations nuclear watchdog agency reported today.


Presenting the International Atomic Energy Agency’s (IAEA) annual report for 2002 to the Board of Governors in Vienna, IAEA Director General Mohamed ElBaradei also said his agency could provide no assurances that the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) had not diverted nuclear material for weapons or other explosive devices, and he warned that more work needed to be done to prevent nuclear terrorism.


On Iran, Mr. ElBaradei noted that the report points out that corrective actions are being taken in cooperation with the Iranian authorities. But he added: “I continue to call on Iran, as with all States with significant nuclear programmes, to conclude and bring into force an additional protocol at an early date, in order to enhance the Agency’s ability to provide credible assurances regarding the peaceful nature of its nuclear activities.”

Calling on Iran in the meantime to permit the IAEA to take environmental samples at the particular location where allegations about enrichment activities exist, he said: “This is clearly in the interest of both the Agency and Iran.” 

The additional protocols to the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) aim to enhance IAEA’s ability to provide “credible, comprehensive assurances” regarding all NPT States. So far only 35 countries have brought additional protocols into force.

The report says work is still continuing on the correctness and completeness of Iran’s declaration to ensure that all its nuclear material has been declared and is under safeguards. “In this respect, we are continuing our efforts – through technical discussions, inspection and environmental sample analysis – to understand all aspects of Iran’s nuclear programme, including: the research and development work relevant to its uranium conversion and enrichment programme; and its programme for the use of heavy water,” Mr. ElBaradei said.

On the DPKR, he noted that the IAEA had not performed any safeguards functions there since December, when the government asked for the agency’s withdrawal. “We cannot, therefore, provide any assurances about the non-diversion of nuclear material for weapons or other explosive devices in the DPRK,” he said. “We remain, however, ready to assist all concerned parties, through our verification role, in bringing the DPRK back to the non-proliferation regime, and redress a most serious challenge to that regime.”


With regard to Iraq, all IAEA’s inspectors were withdrawn on the eve of the war in March “before having been able to complete its Security Council mandated work to verify the presence or absence of prohibited nuclear activities.” But Mr. ElBaradei said, the agency’s mandate still stood even as the occupying powers had assumed the function. 


With regard to nuclear terrorism, he said agency assistance to Member States in helping to put in place protective measures “is continuing at an exceptionally fast pace,” with 35 advisory and evaluation missions conducted and 54 training courses, workshops and seminars convened since September 2001.


The work included helping countries make use of advanced analytical methods for nuclear material seized in illicit trafficking incidents; improving coordination between the nuclear scientific community and the law enforcement community; regional training courses in physical protection; assessment of states’ capabilities to detect nuclear and other radioactive material at their borders; and the three-way initiative by the IAEA, the United States and the Russian Federation seeking to secure vulnerable radioactive sources within the territories of the former Soviet Union.


But, Mr. ElBaradei warned: “Clearly, more work still needs to be done in this important area, and I encourage all of you to continue your support.”

* * *
DR of Congo 


16 June – The United Nations mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) has launched an inquiry into the recent killing of two military observers in that country’s war-torn northeast.


According to a UN spokesman in New York, the UN Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC) has opened its investigation into the allegations and circumstances of the deaths of the two peacekeepers – nationals of Jordan and Malawi – whose mutilated corpses were recovered from Mongbwalu on 18 May.


Meanwhile, MONUC said that recent appointments made by the Union of Congolese Patriots (UPC) to administrative posts in war-ravaged Ituri are “null and void.” MONUC underscored that only the Interim Special Administration from the Ituri Pacification Commission – which rival militia and tribal groups agreed to set up to manage the region until a new post-war national government takes over – is authorized to carry out appointments to different administrative posts in Ituri.

“The Mission also informed us that on 14 June, the multinational force [deployed in Bunia] had a first clash with an unspecified number of militia, believed to be of Lendu origin,” spokesman Fred Eckhard said. One patrol from the force was fired on some 4 kilometres south of Bunia, returned fire – for the first time since its deployment – and was able to repel the militiamen, without suffering any damage.”

In other news, the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) has announced that it will help over 1,000 primary school children in Bunia and nearby Beni sit for their final exams, despite the violence plaguing the region. The agency will help provide local education authorities with the equipment necessary to ensure that sixth grade students – the majority of whom are girls – complete their school year today.  

UNCEF said the decision to hold the exams was reached after consultations with parents, teachers, children and UN peacekeepers and multi-national troops, just now arriving in Bunia.  The troops will secure the five centers in which the tests will take place and will support the distribution of UNICEF materials.  
* * *

Bougainville


16 June – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today welcomed the decision by Australia, New Zealand, Fiji and Vanuatu to dispatch a small civilian transition team to Bougainville after the group currently monitoring the peace process there leaves the Papua New Guinean island.

The outgoing Bougainville Peace Monitoring Group is expected to leave the island – which fought a 10-year war of independence against the archipelago before a ceasefire was brokered in 1998 – on 30 June. The election of an autonomous government is expected to take place before the end of the year. 

“This decision demonstrates the continuing commitment of the countries in the region to support the desire of the people of Papua New Guinea, including Bougainville, for a peaceful and prosperous future,” UN spokesman Fred Eckhard said in a statement issued in New York.

Mr. Annan was pleased the new transition team would continue to provide logistical and operational support to the UN Political Office in Bougainville (UNPOB), the spokesman added.

* * *

ICC

16 June – Prominent Argentinean litigator Luis Moreno Ocampo was sworn in today as the chief prosecutor of the world’s first permanent war crimes court.

Mr. Moreno Ocampo was sworn in as the first chief prosecutor for the International Criminal Court (ICC), based The Hague, with the President of the Assembly of States Parties charged with shaping the Court, Prince Zeid Ra’ad Zeid Al-Hussein of Jordan, administering the oath of office. The States Parties unanimously elected Mr. Moreno Ocampo in April.

The ICC was inaugurated on 11 March with the election of its 18 judges. Once the Court’s registrar has been elected, as is expected to take place later this month, all its senior officials will be in place.

The tribunal will have jurisdiction over the most serious breaches of international law – trying individuals rather than states, and holding them accountable for war crimes, including, genocide, mass murder, torture, and, once defined, the crime of aggression.

The Rome Statute – the ICC’s establishing treaty – entered into force 1 July 2002, and the Court’s jurisdiction will cover only crimes committed after that date. The Statute has thus far been ratified by 90 countries and signed by 139.

Mr. Moreno Ocampo will head the Office of the Prosecutor, which acts as a separate organ of the ICC, and will conduct investigations and prosecutions of crimes that fall within the Court’s jurisdiction. Under the Rome Statute, the Prosecutor can initiate an investigation upon referral by a State Party or by the UN Security Council, of a situation in which there is a reasonable basis to believe that such crimes have been or are being committed.

In a statement released in Geneva today, Acting UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Bertrand Ramcharan, welcomed Mr. Moreno Ocampo’s swearing in. Later this week, Mr. Ramcharan will be participating in the ICC’s opening slate of hearings organized by the Prosecutors Office. He pledged the full support of the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) to Mr. Moreno Ocampo in carrying out his historic responsibilities.

* * *

WHO

16 June – Twenty-eight countries and the European Community (EC) signed today the new global tobacco control treaty unanimously adopted last month by all 192 Member States of the United Nations World Health Organization (WHO). 

“This treaty makes us accountable to the world. It also makes the world accountable to itself. We are racing against time that clocks 5 million tobacco deaths in the world every year,” WHO Director-General Gro Harlem Brundtland said in her message to the signing ceremony held at the WHO Headquarters in Geneva. 

The first international treaty negotiated under WHO auspices, the Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC) requires countries to restrict tobacco advertising, sponsorship and promotion, set new labelling and clean indoor air controls and strengthen legislation to clamp down on tobacco smuggling. Tax and price increases would also be considered.

WHO said today’s signature does not yet bind countries to the treaty, but is an expression of political support and of good faith to abide by the principles it enshrines in the interim period until ratification. As soon as 40 countries ratify the Convention, it becomes law for those countries and thereafter, for other countries that ratify it.

“The desire of countries to sign the Convention on the first day is more proof of the solid political commitment to put an end to deaths resulting from tobacco use,” Dr. Brundtland said. “I urge countries throughout the world to follow the example of those here today – to swiftly sign and then ratify this treaty. Let’s keep the momentum going.”

The countries that signed the FCTC – in the order that they participated – included Bangladesh, Brazil, Burundi, Czech Republic, Denmark, Finland, France, Greece, Botswana, Hungary, Iceland and Iran.

They were followed by Italy, Kuwait, Luxembourg, Malta, Marshall Islands, Mongolia, the Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Palau, Paraguay, South Africa, Spain, Sweden, the United Kingdom and Gambia. 

The EC signed as a regional economic integration organization. Its Member States that wish to do so will sign and ratify the treaty individually.

* * *

UNICEF

16 June – The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and its partners today launched a regional advocacy campaign to create an inclusive environment in which no children in Eastern Europe and the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) are left vulnerable to violence, exploitation and abuse.

“Exclusion from basic services and a dignified start in life creates a vicious cycle of disadvantage, with harm passed from one generation to the next in a legacy of poverty, ill health, lack of education, and lack of prospects,” UNICEF Executive Director Carol Bellamy, told representatives of hundreds of non-governmental organizations (NGOs) from 27 countries at the launch in Istanbul of the “Leave No Child Out” campaign.

Arguing that the exclusion of millions of children in the countries of Eastern Europe and the CIS is undermining the development of those nations, Ms. Bellamy said exclusion “undermines stability and democracy and holds societies back economically due to over-burdened public services and lost productivity.” 

Of the region’s 117 million children, nearly 18 million are living in poverty, often denied basic services and opportunities to which they are entitled, according to UNICEF. Around 1.5 million children are living in public care instead of with their families – around 1 million of them live in institutions. Children belonging to minority groups bear the brunt of discrimination and exclusion. 

The yearlong campaign will include efforts to raise the issues of exclusion with governments, communities, key institutions and the media. Seven main forms of discrimination and exclusion – poverty, ethnicity, institutionalization, disability, the impact of conflict, gender discrimination and the stigma of HIV/AIDS – will be targeted. 

Based on the non-discrimination principle of the 1989 Convention on the Rights of the Child, the campaign follows on the heels of the UNICEF-organized “Say Yes for Children” initiative that gathered 26 million pledges in the region in 2001-2002, identifying “Leave No Child Out” as the number one priority from among ten key issues facing children globally. 

The Regional Network for Children (RNC) in Central and Eastern Europe, the CIS and the Baltic States – an association of non-governmental organizations that work with children in partnership with UNICEF – is spearheading the campaign. 

* * *

Racism


16 June – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today appointed five independent eminent experts to follow up, together with the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, the implementation of the plan of action adopted at the 2001 World Conference against Racism in Durban, South Africa.


The five include former Finnish President Martti Oiva Kalevi Ahtisaari, currently Co-Chairman of the East West Institute and Chairman of the International Crisis Group, and former Jordanian Crown Prince Hassan bin Talal, founding member and Vice-Chairman of the Foundation for Inter-religious and Intercultural Research and Dialogue in Geneva.

The others are: Edna Maria Santos Roland, President of the Board of Directors of the Fala Preta Organization of Black Women in Brazil, who served as Rapporteur-General of the World Conference; Salim Ahmed Salim of Tanzania, former President of the UN General Assembly and the Organization of African Unity; and former Polish Prime Minister Hanna Suchocka.


The experts have a wealth of experience and a commitment to anti-discrimination and equality issues, as well as an international profile that will contribute to the implementation of the Declaration and Programme of Action. Paragraph 191(b) of the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action calls for the appointment of the experts.

When they meet for the first time later this year in Geneva, the group will discuss with the High Commissioner for Human Rights how best to carry out their mandate. The five are scheduled to meet for up to a week each year.

* * *
Disabilities


12 June – A United Nations General Assembly committee today began its second session aimed at drawing up a treaty safeguarding the rights of persons with disabilities and preventing discrimination against them.

The Ad Hoc Committee on a Comprehensive and Integral International Convention on the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities is meeting at UN Headquarters in New York through 27 June.

Three expert panels, with 12 panelists from non-governmental organizations and academia from around the world, will focus on “Typology of International Conventions and Options for a Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities,” “The Principle of Non-Discrimination and Equality from a Disability Perspective,” and “New and Emerging Approaches to Definitions of Disability.

* * *

UNICEF

16 June – Marking the Day of the African Child today, the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) called on countries to register all youngsters at birth in order to ensure their right to a legal identity. 

Without a birth certificate, UNICEF said, children have no official identity, recognized name or nationality. The unregistered child may be unable – among other challenges – to apply for a passport, a formal job, a marriage licence or vote later in life.

“If we do not get it right from the start and register babies, it is an uphill battle from there on,” UNICEF Executive Director Carol Bellamy said. “Unregistered children lack the most basic protection against abuse and exploitation and become a more attractive commodity to a child trafficker, illegal adoption rings and others who seek to take advantage of their non-status.”

In a message to mark the Day that seeks to draw attention to the lives of African children, Ms. Bellamy said a birth certificate is one of the most important pieces of paper a person will ever own. Yet in 2002 alone, 50 million newborns were denied their right to a legal identity.

The Day of the Africa Child was initiated in 1991 by the Organization of African Unity (OAU) to honour the courage and memory of those killed in 1976 in Soweto, South Africa, when thousands of black school children took to the streets to protest the inferior quality of their education. More than a hundred people were killed and over 1,000 injured in the two weeks of protests.

UNICEF offices throughout the continent are coordinating events to observe the Day.

* *** *

_________________________________________________________________________________________










16 June 2003

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good Afternoon.

**Iraq -- Sergio Vieira de Mello
Today in Baghdad, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative, Sergio Vieira de Mello, continued his efforts to meet and listen to a broad spectrum of Iraqi society.  Just a few hours ago, he met with Sherif Ali Bin Hussein, the head of the Iraqi Constitutional Monarchist Movement.  Bin Hussein told Vieira de Mello that the UN should not only play a humanitarian role but also be active in the political and reconstruction spheres. 

Vieira de Mello also met today with a group of Iraqi jurists who emphasized the urgent task of ensuring security and justice in the country.  They stressed that the current effort undertaken by the Authority did not provide for consultations; they believe that major decisions are made about the legal framework and the judiciary with no Iraqi participation.  Vieira de Mello assured them that the UN would make every effort to raise their concerns with the Authority and pledged UN support for the rebuilding of justice in Iraq, in the context of resolution 1483.

Yesterday, he met with a group of Iraqi journalists and assured them that he was committed to assisting them in creating a free and independent media in Iraq as soon as possible.  He added that he, along with various UN agencies in Baghdad, would organize tangible support for the emergence of a free press in Iraq.

On Saturday, Vieira de Mello made his first foray outside of Baghdad by traveling to Basra in the south of the country.  There he told a group of local political, religious and tribal leaders that the UN is determined to do its utmost to see the Iraqis rule themselves and form a democratically elected government that would meet the aspirations of all Iraqis.  

On the humanitarian front, the Iraqi Ministry of Health, with the support of the UN Children’s Fund and the World Health Organization, has begun the process of immunizing the country’s 4.2 million children under the age of five against preventable diseases such as polio, tetanus, diphtheria, pertussis, measles and tuberculosis.  This is the first routine immunization since the start of the armed conflict in March. 

Available upstairs is more information on all of these items, including the briefing notes by Vieira de Mello’s spokesman.

**Security Council 

This morning the Security Council was meeting in closed consultations to discuss two Iraq-related items.

First, the High Level Coordinator for missing Kuwaiti property, Yuli Vorontsov, will be presenting the Secretary-General’s latest report.   In the report, which was issued last week, the Secretary-General says he hopes there will be a renewed commitment to resolve the issue. 

Second, the Controller, Jean-Pierre Halbwachs, will present the Secretary-General’s report on the budget for phasing out the “oil-for-food” programme.  As you’ll recall, in resolution 1483, the Security Council decided that the oil-for-food programme would be phased out by 21 November of this year and the Secretary-General to present an operational budget.

After 21 November, a limited number of staff will be required to remain in Iraq until December to close down the programme at the field level.  Meanwhile, some staff will also be required until March 2004 to remain at the headquarters of the various UN agencies involved in the programme.  A small number of employees will remain at the Iraq Programme’s offices in New York until June 2004.  A final financial statement for the operation will be ready by the end of 2004 and an external audit by April 2005.  So, that’s the plan.

The total budget for this is estimated at $106 million, plus a contingency reserve of $16 million.  Since, at the end of last month, there was a balance of $400 million in the so-called 2.2 per cent account, which, covers the administrative cost of the running the programme, a total of $277 million will be available to the Iraq Development Fund -– as required by the resolution.

**Security Council Mission
The Security Council Mission to Central Africa returned to New York a short while ago.

On Saturday, the mission left Bujumbura for Kigali where a 90-minute meeting took place with Rwandan President Paul Kagame.  They discussed the political process in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), the fighting in the DRC and in Ituri, the deployment of the interim multinational force in Bunia, allegations about a Rwandan presence in the eastern DRC, the role of neighbouring countries in the DRC peace process, and the possibility of holding a conference on the Great Lakes.

On Sunday morning, the Council mission met in Dar es Salaam with Tanzanian President Benjamin Mkapa.  The discussions included support of Tanzania for the Burundian Peace process and “good neighbouring relations” in the region.  Also in Dar es Salaam, the delegation met with a Burundian rebel movement the FDD-CMDD, which is one of the two rebel groups that is still fighting against the Burundian Government. 

On Sunday evening, the Council mission met at Entebbe Airport with the Ugandan President Yoweri Museveni for one hour.  Talks focused on the DRC and the Burundian Peace process and the “positive role” that neighbouring countries should play on both issues.

The leader of the mission, French Ambassador Jean-Marc de la Sablière is scheduled to brief the Security Council on the six-nation Central African visit.

**IAEA
Today in Vienna, the Director-General of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), Mohamed ElBaradei, opened a session of the Agency’s Board of Governors by presenting its annual report for 2002, and reviewing its work in Iraq, Iran and North Korea.

On Iran, he noted that the IAEA, following extensive verification activities, points out that Iran has failed to report certain nuclear material and activities, and that corrective action is being taken in cooperation with the Iranian authorities.  Meanwhile, work is going on to ensure that all nuclear material in Iran has been declared and is under safeguards. 

ElBaradei today called on Iran to conclude and bring into force, at an early date, an additional protocol to help the IAEA provide credible assurances regarding the peaceful nature of its nuclear activities.  He also asked Iran to permit the Agency to take environmental samples at the particular location where allegations about enrichment activities exist.

On Iraq, the Director-General noted the sending of an IAEA mission to undertake an inventory of the nuclear material stored at the Tuwaitha complex south of Baghdad, while on North Korea, he said that the Agency has not performed any safeguards functions in that country since last December.

We have copies of his statement upstairs.

**Statement Attributable to the Spokesman -- Bougainville
The following statement is attributable to the Spokesman on the subject of Bougainville.

“The Secretary-General welcomes the decision of Australia, New Zealand, Fiji and Vanuatu to dispatch a small civilian transition team to Bougainville, Papua New Guinea, after the Bougainville Peace Monitoring Group leaves the island on 30 June 2003.  He is pleased that the transition team will continue to provide logistical and operational support to the United Nations Political Office in Bougainville.  This decision demonstrates the continuing commitment of the countries in the region to support the desire of the people of Papua New Guinea, including Bougainville, for a peaceful and prosperous future.”

**DRC
The UN Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo has launched an inquiry into the allegations and circumstances surrounding the killing of two military observers in Mongbwalu in the north-eastern part of the country.  The bodies of the two military observers were recovered on 18 May. 

Also, in a press release, the UN Mission announced the annulment of appointments made by the Union of Congolese Patriots to administrative posts in Ituri.  The UN underscores that only the Interim Special Administration from the Ituri Pacification Commission is authorized to carry out appointments to different administrative posts in the province.

The Mission also informed us that on 14 June the multinational force had a clash with an unspecified number of militia, believed to be of Lendu origin.  One patrol from the force was fired on some four kilometers south of Bunia and the patrol returned fire, for the first time since its deployment, and was able to repel the militiamen, without suffering any casualties.

**Liberia
The Liberia Peace Talks have moved to Accra from Akosombo in Ghana where they are discussing a ceasefire agreement.

**ICC Prosecutor
Today in The Hague, Argentine lawyer Luis Moreno Ocampo was sworn in as the first chief prosecutor for the International Criminal Court, with the President of the Assembly of States Parties for the Court, Prince Zeid Ra’ad Zeid Al-Hussein of Jordan, administering the oath of office.  Once the Court’s registrar has been elected, as is expected to take place later this month, all its senior officials will be in place, following the swearing-in of the prosecutor and the Court’s first 18 judges.

**Tobacco Convention

The Framework Convention on Tobacco Control, which is the first global treaty of the World Health Organization, today was opened for signature at a signing ceremony in Geneva.  So far, 28 countries and the European Community have signed the treaty, which will enter into force after its 40th ratification.  There’s a press release on that.

**Day of the African Child


Today is the Day of the African Child.  This year’s theme calls for the need to ensure that all children are registered at birth, since 50 million children last year were denied the right to a legal identity.  In honour of this day, the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) is coordinating events and activities in dozens of African countries.  There is a press release with more details on that.

**Disabilities
The General Assembly's Ad Hoc Committee on a Comprehensive and Integral International Convention on the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities is holding its second session, starting today in Conference Room 4.

In conjunction with the session, a public forum on the rights of persons with disabilities will be held tomorrow from 1:15 to 3 p.m. in Conference Room 4, as well.  The forum will be opened by Hessa al-Thani, the new Special Rapporteur on Disability of the Commission for Social Development. 

**Press Conference tomorrow

Finally, announcement of a press conference tomorrow at 11 a.m. in this room, the UN Development Programme will sponsor a press conference by the International Centre for Transitional Justice and the Peruvian Truth and Reconciliation Commission.


That’s what I have for you today.  Yes?

Questions and Answers

Question:  What time is that?

Spokesman:  It’s 11:00.  11:00 in the morning.  Yes?


Question:  Fred, a UN spokesman in Congo has described the situation in Bunia as worsening.  Can you give us some sense of whether there is a degree of concern here in the Secretariat about this, given the deployment of the multinational force?  It doesn’t appear to be having the desired impact so far. 

Spokesman:  Well, the force is only partially deployed; I think there are something like 400 troops there.  They’ve only started arriving around the sixth of this month, so I think it’s too early to judge the success or failure of the multinational force, which you can rightly point out is there to help stabilize the region.  I think once the force is in place, at full strength, and has had a chance to do its work, that’s the time to make a definitive judgement as to its success or failure.  Yes?

Question:  Do you know if the Secretary-General is going to Jordan for the economic meeting?

Spokesman:  We did announce, I think it was on Friday, that he’ll be attending a Quartet meeting in Amman, or somewhere thereabouts, and in that connection he will also be addressing the World Economic Forum, which is taking place in Amman at the same time.  He’ll have some other travel linked to that trip, and we’ll probably be announcing details of that later in the week.

Question:  Is he going to Israel? Is he going to Egypt?  You don’t know that?

Spokesman:  No, I don’t expect he’ll be -- as far as the Middle East goes, Amman is the only place he’ll be visiting.  Mr. Abbadi?

Question:  Fred, is the Secretary-General in favour of the holding of the conference on the great Lakes region of central Africa?

Spokesman:  I honestly don’t know, I mean I’d have to look into that and get back to you.  I don’t want to guess what his position is.  Yes?  [He later said that the Great Lakes Conference was called for by the Security Council in a resolution adopted in 2000 and the Secretary-General had entrusted his Special Representative for the Great Lakes Region, Ibrahima Fall, to coordinate its preparation, as it is to be co-chaired by the United Nations and the African Union.]

Question:  I don’t know, I was not here last week may be you talked about it.  What is the exact role of the former minister Ghassam Salameh in Iraq?  He went to Iraq, or is he going to Iraq to work with Mr. Vieira de Mello? 

Spokesman:  Come up to my office afterwards, I’ll give you his exact title; but yes, he is a deputy to Sergio Vieira de Mello.  [He later said that Mr. Salameh was a special adviser to Mr. Vieira de Mello.]

Question:  But you don’t know what the exact task, what is…?

Spokesman:  Come up to my office, I’ll give you the exact title.

Thank you very much.

* *** *




UNEP and the Executive Director in the news





� HYPERLINK  \l "UN" ��M2 Presswire - UN Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety enters into force in September�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Trade" ��Accra Mail - Ghana; Treaty On Trade in Genetically Modified Organisms to Enter Into Force - UN�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Law" ��VOA - Controversial Food Treaty Soon To Become Law�


� HYPERLINK  \l "foods" ��Sydney Morning Herald - Treaty pits US against world over    GM foods�


� HYPERLINK  \l "health" ��AP - Experts warn depleted uranium weapons used in Iraq may pose health�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Legacy" ��Freezerbox - The Shameful Legacy of Radioactive Weaponry�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Eden" ��Newsweek Int. - Fall Of Eden�
































Reuters - Treaty regulating GMO trade to start in September
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