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War or not, Iraq's environment a  casualty
DUBAI - Scarred by the 1991 Gulf War and a quarter  century of mismanagement under Iraqi President

Saddam Hussein, the environment will suffer whether  or not the United States leads a war against Iraq,

experts say. 

Farming in Kuwait is still struggling after Iraqi forces torched  about 700 Kuwaiti oil wells at the end of the Gulf War,  creating a toxic black shroud over the region in one of the  most destructive acts of ecological sabotage in history.

Temperatures fell, Gulf fisheries collapsed and fresh water   supplies were poisoned by fires and giant oil slicks,

extending human suffering long after the end of a war in which more than 100,000 people died.

And under Saddam in Iraq, environmentalists widely  criticise schemes to drain marshlands at the confluence of

the Tigris and Euphrates rivers, displacing hundreds of  thousands of Marsh Arabs and causing partial

desertification.

The environmental impact of any U.S.-led war to rid Iraq of  alleged chemical and biological arms can only be guessed  at, but 1991 is a worrying precedent. Saddam says  Baghdad will not ignite oil wells and has no weapons of  mass destruction.

"The environment of Iraq is already cause for serious  concern," said Nick Nuttall, spokesman for the U.N.

Environment Programme, which plans a study of Iraq's  battered environment whether there is a war or not.

"Over the last few decades there has been damage to the  life support system as a result of the Iran-Iraq war, the Gulf  War and internal projects such as the drainage of parts of  the marshlands," he said.

                BANDICOOT RAT EXTINCT

The bandicoot rat and a type of smooth-coated otter, once  indigenous to the marshlands, are believed to be extinct.  Nuttall said that UNEP wanted to halt and reverse the  drainage of the marshes.

"The worst thing about war is that it kills people," said   Jonathan Lash, head of the Washington-based World

Resources Institute, an independent think-tank. "But there  is also huge potential for environmental damage."

"In the Gulf War Iraqi forces ignited 600-700 oil wells,  creating a column of smoke that could be seen from

space," he told Reuters. "Iraq has about 2,000 oil wells, is   more densely populated and has more agriculture than

Kuwait."

Even so, he said Gulf fisheries had rebounded more quickly   than expected since 1991. About 25,000 birds were killed  by oil in 1991 and any new war in coming weeks would  disrupt migration routes for birds like pelicans and storks.

Collapse of electricity supplies in parts of Iraq after the Gulf  War led to deforestration as people felled trees. And

disruption of fresh water supplies helped spread diseases.

The U.N. Children's Fund (UNICEF) said that mortality of  children under five more than doubled to 131 per 1,000 live  births in the five years to 1999. It said that war and U.N.   sanctions on Iraq were partly to blame.

And the U.S. military said that it would hit Iraqi tanks in any  new war with depleted uranium ammunition, used in the   Gulf War to destroy Iraqi armour and said by critics to  cause cancer. U.S. defence officials say the uranium is not  a health hazard.
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Marsh Arabs wary of plans to oust Saddam
They suffered greatly the last time the U.S. confronted Iraq

SORAYA SARHADDI NELSON

Knight Ridder

GOTVAND, Iran - Aziz Asadi, a refugee from Iraq's ruined southern marshes, carries in his pocket a crumpled leaflet he said was dropped recently by American warplanes flying over a homeland he hasn't seen in 10 years. His younger brother, Zaher, carries an identical leaflet, as do other so-called Marsh Arabs who live in Bani Najar refugee camp here in southwestern Iran.

Passed hand to hand more than 100 miles until they arrived here, the Arabic-language leaflets warning Iraqi troops not to use weapons of mass destruction against coalition troops excited many of the 2,900 Marsh Arabs who've lived in the camp since escaping Saddam Hussein's bloody reprisals a decade ago.

The papers are the first tangible evidence that the U.S.-led coalition is serious about getting rid of the Iraqi leader who destroyed the Marsh Arabs' homes and the ecosystem in which they thrived.

Yet Marsh Arabs are also wary of the U.S. pledge to liberate their homeland. The first President Bush encouraged them to rebel against Saddam but then did nothing to help them when Saddam crushed their revolt.

Before Saddam, Marsh Arabs for 5,000 years fished and bred buffalo in the marshlands around the confluence of the Tigris and Euphrates rivers. With the emergence of Islam, these Arabs became part of what is now Iraq's Shiite Muslim majority.

About a quarter-million Marsh Arabs lived in the fertile delta in the spring of 1991 and took part in a three-week uprising, which Saddam quelled. Thousands were killed. A bombing campaign and intensified efforts to drain the oil-rich marshland drove the rest out.

As soon as Saddam flees, the Asadi brothers and others plan to return to their homeland.

Whether they can survive in Iraq is another matter. The marshes, once covering 7,722 square miles, are now dry. Saddam built dams and canals to reroute the rivers and lighted fires to destroy the vegetation. The U.N. Environmental Program deemed the result in a 2001 report to be "one of the world's greatest environmental disasters."

"The Americans should rebuild our marshes," said Zaher Asadi, 29. "We can't live without them. We'll starve."

Their homes are also gone. Refugee after refugee at Bani Najar recounted how Iraqi helicopter-fired missiles destroyed their brick structures after the Persian Gulf War. The Asadis insist the United States allowed Saddam to send those helicopters into the no-fly zone, proving, they say, complicity in the attacks. They say the United States showered their land with leaflets urging them to revolt in the first place.

 __________________________________________________________________________________________

The Daily Yomiuri (Tokyo)

March 17, 2003 Monday

Rainwater answer to some water needs
Considerable time and money is spent developing fancy technological solutions to the world's water problems,   but the answer to future water needs in the fast-growing Asia-Pacific region and elsewhere could lie in as   simple a process as catching raindrops, according to environmental technology experts attending the 3rd   World Water Forum.

Rainwater harvesting--the collection of rainwater that can be stored as drinking water or used for crop   irrigation--is not a new idea, but has been largely ignored by planners and the private utilities. "It's not   sexy," said Steve Halls, director of the International Environment Technology Center of the U.N.  Environment Program (UNEP) in Osaka.

Halls, though, said rainwater harvesting, if introduced on a big enough scale, could augment existing water

supplies at a relatively low cost and give communities responsibility for managing their own water supply. "No

one individual rainwater harvesting project in a particular community is going to be sufficient, but collectively

throughout a country, it certainly will be," he said. 

Rainwater harvesting already is being tested in several countries, including China, where 17 provinces are using the method to provide drinking water to 15 million people and backup irrigation for 1.2 million hectares

of land, UNEP spokesman Nick Nuttall said.

"We believe this is an extremely good example of how you can take rainwater harvesting, scale it up and

transfer it to other countries in the developing world," he said.

Water can be fed directly into holding tanks installed in or beneath homes, or into larger systems of

"micro-dams" to feed a series of towns or an entire city--and with little cost to the environment.

"Instead of moving water around, which is energy-intensive and releases greenhouse gases into the

environment, by capturing rainwater you are also reducing energy requirements and contributing to

greenhouse gas reductions," Halls explained.

Putting the know-how into practice will require a bigger financial contribution from the private sector, whose

resources tend to be directed toward large-scale projects such as dams, and which could see rainwater

harvesting as unwanted competition. But Halls countered: "It's not an either or; we're trying to close the

loops. Most rainwater that falls around the world is not collected, so rural areas become very dependent on

water from larger-scale systems. They always will be, but you can supplement your water, particularly in

time of drought."

Water harvesting has the potential to help an estimated 2 billion people worldwide who either do not have

access to clean drinking water or basic sanitation, said Jayant Bhagwan, director of water use and waste

management at the Water Research Commission in South Africa. "As long as you have rain, all you need to

do is plan where to build the holding tanks," he said.

UNEP hopes to have rainwater harvesting technology incorporated into the construction of the largest

building in the world, currently in the planning stages in Shanghai. "What we want is to influence the

planners and the architects," he said. "That's very important."

Hilda Coelho, who took part in a joint nongovernmental organization panel discussion, agreed that more

attention should be paid to finding affordable alternative ways to harvest and distribute water. Coelho,

president of the Center for Rural Studies and Development, an Indian NGO, wants the government to provide

subsidies to rural communities where water management is problematic. "I am learning about the many

dimensions of water and will hopefully take what I have learned back home and share it with local people,"

she said.

Following the opening ceremony, a plenary session titled "Water and Climate" was held.

Twelve sessions on the theme will discuss issues such as the impact on the global hydrological cycle brought

about by climate change and water-related disasters, including floods and droughts.

In the plenary session, water management officials of various governments and meteorologists spoke about

the impact of climate change around the world in recent years and how to cope with future water problems

that may result from climate change.

Bill Cosgrove, of the World Water Council spoke on how climate change causes various water-related

problems. He said extreme weather events, like storms and droughts, were occurring more often and their

intensity was getting severer.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Forum tackles world water crisis

A major conference on the future of the world's supply of fresh water   has opened in the Japanese city of Kyoto. 

The third World Water Forum has  brought together about 10,000  delegates from 150 countries to  debate solutions to the crisis facing  more than one billion people without  access to clean water. 

Inevitably overshadowed by the Iraq  crisis, the organisers of this  conference say its discussions over the next week will have far more   impact on mankind for the 21st  Century than current events in the

Middle East. 

Japan's Crown Prince Naruhito opened the week-long forum with a  warning that the world faced a water crisis, with shortages, pollution and   floods spreading all over the world. 

But on Sunday United Nations experts told delegates that better  harvesting of rainwater would have a major role to play in easing the  worldwide shortage of fresh water. 

                 Controversy 

Former Japanese Prime Minister Ryutaro Hashimoto said it was  important to raise awareness of the issue. 

"Already a goal has been set to  reduce by half the number of people   with no access to safe water and

basic sanitation facilities by 2015,"  he was quoted by French news  agency AFP as saying. 

"It is now time to follow up and to   ensure those goals are achieved.  That's what the Third World Water                 Forum is for." 

But while there is agreement here on  the need to take action, the solutions   are mired in controversy which will surface in the coming days. 

Some pressure groups say the forum is dominated by private  corporations who favour grand projects such as dams and major water  diversion schemes, instead of simpler technology which could be used to  conserve water more effectively for the world's poor and the  environment. 

                 Using ancient technology 

UN experts on Sunday urged other countries to follow China's example  over rainwater harvesting. 

The country recently built rain  storage tanks which supply drinking  water to around 15 million people. 

Initiated in China's Gansu province,   the simple, ancient technology had   been neglected in favour of modern

supply networks. 

In most cities, the drainage systems  are designed to remove water as   quickly as possible, wasting fresh

water which could be stored for the  future. 

But in Gansu the project helped farmers to collect rain in their fields and  in tanks and has now been extended to 17 Chinese provinces, providing  drinking water and extra irrigation for vast areas. 

"With increasing urbanisation, particularly in Asia Pacific, to meet the  needs of people for water would be a major challenge," Director of the UN's environmental technology centre, Steve Halls said. 

"Rainwater, harvesting and other fresh water augmentation approaches  will be of paramount importance in meeting that need." 

Some cities are already making good use of rainwater - in Tokyo, for   instance, in the main sumo wrestling stadium, channels rain from the  roof into underground storage tanks which supply the air-conditioning

system to keep spectators and the contestants cool. 
 __________________________________________________________________________________________

Agence France Presse

March 16, 2003 Sunday 7:31 AM Eastern Time

Rainwater harvesting in China a "blueprint" for global action, UN says
        A rainwater harvesting program in China has been so successful that it is to be a "blueprint" for making what

      has been dismissed as a sideline into a viable source of fresh water for billions of people, the United Nations

      said Sunday.

      Begun in the 1980s in the arid northwestern province of Gansu, the program has been expanded to 17

       provinces and now supplies drinking water for 15 million people and back-up irrigation for 1.2 million               hectares (3.0 million acres).

      The UN, seeking to achieve its goal of halving to one billion the number of people without access to fresh

      water by 2015 will in April strive to replicate the program internationally -- and will not just target rural

      areas, said Nick Nuttall of the UN Environmental Program. 

      Cities from London to Singapore currently try to rid themselves of rainwater as quickly as possible, Nuttall

      said, which leaves them more vulnerable to floods since there is no infrastructure in place to catch excess

      rainwater.

      A partnership between UNEP and the Tonji University in Shanghai aims to expand the Chinese program to

      include urban environments, with catchment facilities supplying water for air-conditioning systems as well

      as flood relief, leaving fresh water supplies for drinking and hygiene.

      The project has sparked such enthusiasm within the United Nations that efforts are underway to engage

      the contractors of the Shanghai World Financial Center -- which upon completion will loft 492 meters (1,623

      feet) in the air as the world's tallest building -- into building a reservoir on its roof.

      "Rainwater harvesting could help literally billions of people," Nuttall said.

      "It is the blueprint for making rainwater harvesting work."

      A declaration in support of rainwater harvesting is expected to be included in the ministerial statement

      resulting from the Third World Water Forum underway here, which is expected to attract 10,000 delegates

      and ministers from 165 countries to discuss the emerging global water crisis affecting more than 1.4 billion

      people.
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Agence France Presse 

March 16, 2003 Sunday 

Biggest global water meet kicks off 

      The largest international conference yet on water issues started Sunday with participants calling for

      concrete actions to help some 1.4 billion people without access to safe drinking water. 

      The Third World Water Forum, to be attended by about 150 government ministers and several heads of

      state, will also discuss ways to raise awareness about the resource. 

      "Already a goal has been set to reduce by half the number of people with no access to safe water and basic

      sanitation facilities by 2015", said Ryutaro Hashimoto, former Japanese prime minister, as he opened the

      forum, referring to a goal set by the United Nations. He is the chairman of the National Steering Committee

      of the Third World Water Forum. 

      "It is now time to follow up and to ensure those goals are achieved. That's what the Third World Water

      Forum is for," Hashimoto said. 

      More than 10,000 people, including representatives of nongovernment organisations, are expected to join the

      week-long event in this ancient city and Osaka and Shiga cities, all in western Japan. 

      Delegates will take part in some 350 sessions during the week to discuss efficient water use in agriculture,

      climate change, management of distribution systems and ways to pay for infrastructure in poor areas. 

      International bodies such as the World Bank and UNESCO, are pressing for the forum to move beyond

      discussion and announce action plans with a schedule for implementation and funding. 

      At the end of the forum, the ministers will meet on March 22 and 23 to issue a final declaration. 

      Messages from the forum will be delivered to Group of Eight forum to be held in June in Evian, France. 

      French President Jacques Chirac said in a taped message to the forum that access to water should be "seen

      as a fundamental right." 

      Chirac, who was to have attended the forum but cancelled his trip due to the Iraqi crisis, said "partnerships

      between industry and investors" have to reinforced. 

      Vivendi Environnement and Suez of France are two largest businesses active in the water industry. 

      Chirac said it was necessary to "determine a fair and just price -- both a socially and politically delicate

      question." 

      "By its very nature, water is a public good. Nobody can claim ownership of it. It is up to the community to

      define rules for ensuring adequate supply and proper sanitation along with rules to limit waste in the spirit of

      social justice, sound economics and respect for the environment," he said. 

      Japanese crown prince Naruhito urged the forum to search for innovative initiatives and concrete action

      plans as the world's arid areas expand, while flood damages becomes more severe and pollutions worsen. 

      Participants must live up to expectations from those in need of help, said Mahmoud Abu-Zeid, president of

      the World Water Council and minister of water resources and irrigation from Egypt. 

      "The world's attention and eyes are focused on us," he said, calling water problems "the greatest challenges

      in the 21st century." 

      The opening ceremony was also attended by Dutch prince Willem Alexander and Prince Maulay Rashid of

      Morocco. The Netherlands hosted the second water forum three years ago and Morocco hosted the first one

      in 1997. 

      A public water fair, featuring exhibition on water issues, concerts and other festive events, is expected to

      draw 150,000 people, forum organisers said. 

      Children and youth will also hold their own forums as part of the event. 

    ________________________________________________________________________________________

UN Wire

WATER: How To  Supply All Populations  Will Dominate Next  Week's Forum 

    The question of how to get sufficient water to all the world's people will dominate the third World

    Water Forum, which begins Sunday in Kyoto, Japan.

    The largest-ever gathering of water scientists and policy experts will bring together more than

    10,000 officials, financiers, researchers and activists from 165 countries for a week of

    conferences and symposia as they seek new ways to meet U.N. targets to halve the number of

    people without access to safe water by 2015.  Experts estimate that nations need to spend an

    extra $100 billion each year -- in addition to $80 billion already spent -- in order to reach the goal.

    One of the most controversial topics participants will address is the question of whether water is a

    commodity or a basic human right.  U.N. agencies and other international groups contend it is both,

    but the privatization of water companies has met with mixed success and has even created unrest,

    as when a revolt in Bolivia over Bechtel Corporation's doubling of water rates left seven people

    dead.

    According to the United Nations, about 20 percent of the world's population does not have access

    to safe drinking water.  Conditions are expected to worsen over the next half-century amid growing

    populations and industrializing nations.  Exacerbating the problem is global warming, which

    scientists predict will disrupt rainfall patterns.

    Critics of the forum blame the organization for overlooking many of the poorest countries that need

    the most help.  "Major water projects with large reservoirs, pipelines, aqueducts and pumping

    stations are of little relevance to meeting the water supply needs of rural areas -- and in fact often

    result in depriving rural areas and the poor of their water resources for the benefit of cities'

    agribusiness," said Patrick McCully of the International Rivers Network (Kenji Hall, Associated

    Press/Yahoo! News, March 13).

    Wouter Lincklaen Arriens, a senior water resource specialist at the Asian Development Bank, today

    urged developing nations to give higher priority to projects to help economic growth while improving

    sanitation and public welfare.  

    "You hear a lot of talk about private-sector participation.  But when it comes down to it, most of the

    money (for water projects in poor nations already) comes from developing countries and their

    public sector," he said at a press conference today.  "In many plans for poverty reduction, water is

    not mentioned as a priority item," he added.  "That has to be changed."

    "We know water is such a critical element in reducing poverty," Arriens said.  "But people are not

    informed" (Agence France-Presse, March 14).

    Many water experts and environmentalists now say water problems are more related to

    mismanagement than scarcity, the Bangkok Nation said in an editorial today, adding that forum

    participants will be dealing with more than just simply finding new sources of supply.  "Our

    perception about water has changed tremendously in the past few decades from water as a free

    gift from Mother Nature to a precious commodity," it said.  The Kyoto forum "should begin looking at

    the root causes and stimulate detailed studies of alternatives in management."  

    The editorial added that each country should be urged to find water management solutions that fit its

    own social structure and environment because water is a multi-dimensional issue.  "If the ministers

    are to be successful in Kyoto, they must start to scrutinize the real causes of the global water

    shortage and create multi-dimensional alternatives," it concluded (Bangkok Nation, March 14).

    Most Indonesians Lack Access To Clean Water, Country Report Warns 

    At least 80 percent of Indonesia's 215 million people have no access to piped water and only 10

    percent of the country's urban population has access to sanitation services, according to an

    Indonesian report released ahead of the Kyoto water forum.  

    Indonesia will seek $321 million in debt-relief assistance to counter the country's water problem, it

    said, adding that the country needs $570 million every year over the next 12 years to provide piped

    water supplies to at least 40 percent of its population by 2015.  

    Many investments and maintenance works for water resources have been postponed because of

    the country's limited budget, it added.  "With the current limited budget from the government, it is

    estimated that it will take 100 years to protect all susceptible areas," it said, calling for adjustments

    in current laws and regulations (Moch Kurniawan, Jakarta Post, March 14).
__________________________________________________________________________________________

 The Times Educational Supplement 

March 14, 2003 

On The Water Front 

      The global water crisis is reducing much of the world to terrible poverty and could provoke devastating

      conflicts. Fiona Curtin outlines the problems and suggests that water can be a catalyst for peace, not war 

      This year is the International Year of Fresh Water and its most significant week is just days away. 

      The Third World Water Forum is being held from this Sunday, March 16 until March 23 in Japan. On March

      20 and 21, Green Cross International and UNESCO will co-chair a two day conference, within the framework

      of the forum, entitled Water for Peace. It will attempt to inspire peace in the sharing of water resources

      around the world. The highlight of the forum will be World Water Dayon March 22 and the theme is Water

      for the Future. The day will call on all global citizens to observe sustainable approaches to water use for

      the benefit of future generations. 

      Sufficient, clean and affordable drinking water is an unobtainable luxury for 1.5 billion people around the

      world. And more than 2.5 billion live without basic sanitation. These are shocking and shameful statistics

      which seem to come from another age. It is almost impossible for people in the "first" world to fathom that

      more than one third of our fellow men, women and children, including half the population of Asia, lack these

      most basic facilities. 

      Water-borne diseases in developing countries are responsible for 80 per cent of the illness and death

      statistics. There are almost 250 million new cases of water-borne diseases each year, resulting in the

      deaths of about 12 million people; 10,000 people die each day - a child every eight seconds - from

      waterborne or sanitation-related diseases, making these the world's biggest killers. 

      If these problems are not solved, the potential for societal breakdown and conflict over water supply will

      continue to rise. The 1980s were declared the Decade for Water, but while billions of pounds were spent on

      water projects, poor management and lack of insight into the roots of the problem resulted in abject failure.

      The world cannot afford another such failure. 

      Achieving "water for peace" and "peace for water" - the two sides to the water security challenge - is

      essential if we are to overcome crucial environmental and security challenges. "Water for peace" is about

      sharing and protecting hundreds of trans-boundary rivers and aquifers, the catchments of which cover more

      than 40 per cent of the earth's surface and are home to more than half its population. "Peace for water"

      requires essential water sources and facilities to be protected during times of war and conflict, and

      rehabilitated as part of emergency post-war relief. 

      Neither of these challenges is being adequately addressed at the moment, and the global water crisis is

      reducing much of the world to terrible poverty as well as choking our precious rivers and wetlands. 

      The vital statistics 

      This year has been declared by the United Nations to be the International Year of Freshwater, and the Third

      World Water Forum is meeting in Kyoto, Japan, next week to try to find a clear path out of the crisis. Just

      as water defies political boundaries and classification, the crisis also is beyond the scope of any individual

      country or sector and cannot be dealt with in isolation. 

      In 2000, the Millennium Declaration of the United Nations declared its commitment to meeting seven

      millennium development goals by 2015, one of which was: "To reduce by half the proportion of people

      without sustainable access to safe drinking water." The World Summit on Sustainable Development in 2002

      went a significant step further and recognised the equally important human need for sanitation, by agreeing

      to halve, by 2015, the proportion of people who are unable to reach or to afford safe drinking water and the

      proportion of people who do not have access to basic sanitation. The challenge of achieving these goals is

      daunting: every day, until 2015, drinking water and sanitation services need to be made available to several

      hundred thousand more people. 

      About 80 countries had experienced serious water shortages by the mid 1990s, affecting about 40 per cent

      of the world's population. West Asia faces the severest threat, with more than 90 per cent of the

      population in the region living under severe water stress (this occurs when water consumption exceeds 10

      per cent of renewable freshwater resources). A huge disaster is waiting to happen, with many major cities

      such as New Delhi and Beijing living on borrowed time as they irreversibly deplete their underground water

      sources. 

      In 1995, 29 countries, with populations totalling 436 million, experienced water stress or scarcity. By 2025,

      about 48 countries will do so and the number of people adversely affected will exceed 1.4 billion, the majority

      in the least developed countries. Global water use is expected to rise by 40 per cent by 2020; 70-80 per

      cent is required for irrigation, less than 20 per cent for industry and a mere six per cent for essential

      domestic consumption. 

      Improved water management has already brought enormous benefits to people in developing countries. Over

      the past 20 years, more than 2.4 billion people have gained access to water supply and 600 million to

      sanitation. 

      Drinking water provision has increased globally from 77 to 82 per cent of population since 1990, but Africa

      still lags sadly behind at 60 per cent. 

      The statistics show that governance is as important as rainfall to the provision of water. 

      Poor water management is a major cause of poverty in the developing world, robbing people of health,

      dignity and opportunities. The average distance that women in Africa and Asia walk to collect water is 6km.

      The weight of water they carry on their heads is 20kg - the average airline baggage allowance. Lack of

      sanitation is a prime reason for girls not attending school. The average person in the developing world uses

      10 litres of water a day. The average person in the UK uses 135 litres of water every day, and many of us

      use - and waste - far more. 

      At least 300 million Africans (40 per cent) do not have access to basic sanitation and hygiene, an increase

      of 70 million since 1990. Those without access are the poorest and most vulnerable, and the problem is

      particularly severe in remote rural and rapidly growing urban areas. In developing countries, an estimated 90

      per cent of waste water is discharged without treatment into rivers and streams. 

      Only by better management of rivers and the land that drain into them, can sustainable development and

      poverty alleviation be achieved. The loftiest, most well-meaning goals for water access and sanitation will

      remain insignificant if the need for investment in the health of rivers continues to be ignored. 

      Key to the future 

      Conserving freshwater habitats is undoubtedly one of the most efficient and cost-effective means of

      guaranteeing that safe water will be available in future years. If we act now to protect these resources we

      can help avert a global catastrophe. 

      However, ecosystems such as lakes, rivers and marshes are currently disappearing or being altered at an

      alarming rate. Some countries have already destroyed 50-80 per cent of their natural wetlands. In just a few

      decades, the populations of many freshwater-dependent species have fallen to critical levels. Healthy

      freshwater ecosystems greatly enhance food security. In Africa, more than 20 per cent of the population's

      protein comes from freshwater fisheries. 

      Effective management of wetlands is an investment in people and wildlife. 

      Between 300 and 400 million people live close to - and depend on - wetlands. These complex habitats vary

      greatly in size and character, from tiny village ponds to desert oases and the largest inland delta in the

      world, the glittering Okavango Delta in Botswana, which is nearly twice the size of Switzerland. Wetlands

      act as highly efficient sewage treatment works, absorbing chemicals and filtering pollutants and sediments. 

      A new human right 

      In November 2002, the United Nations explicitly announced, for the first time, that: "Water is fundamental

      for life and health. The human right to water is indispensable for leading a healthy life in human dignity. It is

      a prerequisite for the realisation of all other human rights." 

      It seems extraordinary that while the right to food, shelter and health were enshrined in the Universal

      Declaration on Human Rights after the Second World War, it has taken a further 50 years - and a global

      campaign - to bestow the same value on water. Making water a human right puts an obligation on

      governments to progressively extend access to sufficient, affordable, accessible and safe water supplies

      and to safe sanitation services. Where there is a specific barrier in place to access water, such as in urban

      areas where access is refused to poor people on the grounds that they live in illegal settlements,

      governments now have a legal responsibility to ensure access. 

      The announcement will certainly not instantly result in universal access to water, but the adoption of the

      right by member governments of the UN is encouraging. It is important now to raise awareness of the new

      right among those to whom it matters most: the 1.2 billion people in the world without safe water. 

      Perhaps the most important message is that the world is now looking at water in a new way - not as a

      resource to be exploited, dammed, piped and channelled for our convenience, but as a natural asset to be

      cherished and valued, and an issue intricately linked with human society, culture and history. 

      Fiona Curtin is programme manager for Green Cross International, a non-government organisation founded in

      1993 to prevent and resolve conflicts arising from environmental degradation, mismanagement and injustice,

      and address the environmental consequences of wars 

      Water and power 

      Water can confer power: political power, military power and hydropower. The position of a state in a river

      basin can determine its power in the region. 

      In the case of the Tigris-Euphrates, Turkey is the upstream state and can control the volume and schedule

      of water flowing across its borders into Syria and on to Iraq. There is a long history of tension along this

      river basin. In 1975, Syria and Iraq came to the brink of war over the completion of Syria's Tabqa dam, until

      Saudi Arabia and the USSR negotiated a promise from Turkey to release water for downstream states. 

      In 1990, Syria and Iraq were united in objecting to Turkey's filling of the giant Ataturk dam. The Gulf War             left  the situation unresolved, apart from a twist when, despite allowing itself to be used as a base for air

      attacks, Turkey refused a NATO request to cut off Iraq's water. 

      But riparian position is not always a determinant of power. In the Nile basin, Egypt is in the worst position

      hydropolitically, but through the millennia it has been the regional power from an economic, political and

      military perspective. The Nile, "giver of life", is fundamental to Egypt's food production, tourist industry and

      national identity. But its source is the Blue Nile, in Ethiopia, which could develop water infrastructure

      upstream and destroy the foundation for Egypt's power. In 1979, Egypt's President Anwar Sadat stated that

      "the only matter that could take Egypt to war again is water." The 10 states of the Nile basin - five of them

      among the world's 10 poorest nations - are currently engaged in an unprecedented effort to reach an

      agreement on sharing the river's resources. 

      The Volta river basin is one of the poorest regions of Africa. It is shared by six West African states (Burkina

      Faso, Ghana, Cote d'Ivoire, Benin, Togo and Mali), but more than 90 per cent of the area is located in

      Burkina Faso (where the three main rivers of the basin - the Red, Black and White Voltas - have their

      source) and Ghana. With few other natural resources available, agriculture is the backbone of these

      societies. Agricultural progress in Burkina Faso depends on the development of surface water resources.

      Such programmes will impact on the availability of water downstream, in particular at the site of the

      Akosombo dam, on which Ghana depends for almost all of its energy supply. Low water levels in the dam in

      1998 caused a major energy crisis in Ghana, which blamed water development in Burkina Faso, although it

      may have been caused by variability in rainfall. 

      The construction of the dam in the early 1960s was Ghana's greatest ever undertaking, creating Lake Volta,

      one of the world's largest artificial lakes. The project caused enormous environmental and social problems,

      many of which remain unresolved, including an explosion of waterborne diseases throughout the basin and

      restrictions to navigation. The dam was financed by Britain and the USA in a bid to keep newly independent

      Ghana on their side during the Cold War. 

      There is poor communication and little co-operation between the two countries, not least because of a

      colonial legacy which leaves one speaking French and the other English. Ghana is planning another

      controversial dam project at Bui, while land-locked Burkina Faso looks to the Volta rivers as a source of

      development potential; no time should be lost in encouraging dialogue and co-ordination between the two. 

      Shared water: divided peoples 

      History shows that we have a choice: to co-operate over water and respect its natural rhythms, or to try

      to dominate it at the expense of neighbouring states, the environment and future generations.

      Unfortunately, the latter option has been favoured for much of the past century, leading to water becoming

      more synonymous with the threat of war and the scourge of poverty than peace. Research has shown three

      trends related to water conflicts: 

      * conflicts increase in intensity the smaller the scale; 

      * neighbouring states that fight about other things may also fight about water; 

      * the vital nature of water can bring even the staunchest enemies together to secure its supply. 

      Evidence of the last theory can be found in the Indus basin, shared by India and Pakistan. These two states

      have gone to war and engaged in armed conflicts several times since achieving independence in 1947, but

      never over water. Their agreement over water resources - still eluding the territorial dispute - is particularly

      commendable in this region where millions are without an adequate supply and water shortages are a major

      factor in economic stagnation. This is a region where water is seen as sacred, making the fact that its

      allocation has been relatively peacefully resolved all the more significant. It may have taken 12 years to

      negotiate the 1960 Indus Water Treaty, but it has stood the test of time. 

      The Middle East is often cited as the region most likely to erupt into "water war". However, while water

      remains a major source of contention and inequality between Israel and its Arab neighbours, the harsh facts

      of water scarcity and natural reality of the cross-border rivers and aquifers, have meant that even in the

      darkest days of conflict the need to share water has been respected. Water is so important to the region

      that it was one of the key issues in the final negotiations of the Israeli-Palestine peace process, now sadly

      abandoned. 

      The region has major, urgent water problems to contend with, and there are no unilateral solutions to a

      trans-boundary water crisis. Violence has put an end to the desperately needed plans to recognise water

      rights and improve domestic supply in the Palestinian territories, where people live on 85m3 per year as

      compared with the (already low) 447m3 per year available to Israelis. Twenty-five per cent of people in the

      West Bank are without running water. 

      Fortunately, Jordan and Israel continue to have constructive discussions about the Jordan basin, and are

      planning a major joint initiative to increase water supply and reverse the disappearance of the Dead Sea by

      means of a desalination and a pipeline from the Mediterranean. This is a good step, but solving the water

      crisis in the region will require all parties - Israel, Palestine, Jordan, Syria, and Lebanon - to agree to an

      integrated management plan and package of co-operative solutions. 

      Meanwhile, as conflict continues at the heart of the Jordan basin, achieving the goal of co-operation seems

      ever further away. 

      Saving the wonderful world of water 

      Not much can compare to the beauty of a pristine waterfall, river or marshland. But in recent decades

      countless such visions have been erased from the planet for ever. Dams have drowned some of the world's

      greatest waterfalls, huge areas of wetlands have been drained, and rivers have been dredged, canalised and

      clogged with waste. One of the most spectacular natural disasters has been the shrinking of the Aral Sea,

      directly as a result of a Soviet decision to divert the Syrdaria and Amudaria rivers to irrigate cotton

      plantations. The sea is now half its size, creating an environmental and humanitarian crisis that defies any

      solution and requires close co-operation between five newly independent Central Asian republics. 

      This is a worst-case scenario, standing as a lesson to other regions where warning signs are being ignored. 

      For some regions, it is already too late. Europe's rivers are in a dire condition, reflected by the depletion of

      fisheries, the disappearance of salmon, and the fact that Europe now has only one remaining natural river

      system untouched by dams (the Tornealvan River shared by Sweden and Finland). Even so, there is much

      that can be done. The 17 states that share the Danube basin are engaged in impressive co-operative

      efforts, with the help of the EU and other international bodies, to save their river and the Black Sea into

      which it flows. 

      The Okavango delta, where the river is swallowed up by the Kalahari desert in a glorious sparkling wetland, is

      undoubtedly one of the jewels of the natural world. However, the river is the only perennial source of

      surface water for two growing countries, Namibia and Botswana, and must play a role in the rehabilitation

      and development of Angola, recently emerging from decades of bloody civil war. A balance has to be

      achieved between preserving the delta and providing for the people, not easy when conflicting state

      interests come into play, and the growing revenue from international tourism in the delta is currently

      benefiting only one of the states - Botswana, where the delta lies. There is a need to share the benefits as

      well as the burdens and responsibilities of preserving the beauty of the Okavango. 

      The way forward 

      There is potential for violence in the global water crisis. Water-related conflicts can fester between ethnic

      groups, or between neighbouring farmers or industrialists, and can cause loss of trust between people and

      their government. When sovereign states are involved, the people and the watercourse itself will suffer the

      consequences. 

      It is essential that water becomes an avenue for peace and sustainable development. An alliance between

      non-governmental organisations, lawyers, technicians and people campaigning on the ground, is striving to

      raise the status of water on political agendas. International laws that protect and ensure co-operation over

      trans-boundary waters need to be strengthened and ratified, and necessary funding must be made available

      to support negotiations in the developing world. 

      Equally crucial is the need for people everywhere to realise the extent of the global water crisis, and the

      risks that it poses to security and health, and demand that their governments address these issues. 

      In June 2003, the most powerful nations in the world will discuss water as one of the most important items

      on the agenda at the G8 summit. This is testament to the growing realisation that water is intricately linked

      to security and economic development. Without water, people have nothing. 

      The major waterways 

      The Tigris-Euphrates, the Amazon, the Congo, the Nile, the Ganges, the Yangtze, the Rhine, the Volga, even

      the Thames, have been the cradles and the highways of human civilisation and development. These - and

      the hundreds of other major river systems across the world - have inspired and made possible the main

      leaps forward in our cultural and economic growth: from irrigation to the growth of cities in all their diversity;

      transport, trade and inter-cultural exchanges; the perpetuation of myriad legends and myths stemming from

      floods, droughts and even rivers running red; and the power behind the Industrial Revolution. Rivers have

      also been agents for the spread of disease, movement of troops, and - in collaboration with the high seas -

      allowed the eager fingers of empires and colonisation to reach deep into the continents 

      WEB 

      Green Cross International's official websitewww.greencrossinternational.net 

      A complex and detailed site providing everything you need to know about the forum

      www.worldwaterforum.org 

      Impressive World Water Day 2003 websites www.waterday2003.org/ www.worldwaterday.org/ 

      An excellent overview of the world water crisis, featuring an interactive map. 

      http:/ /news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/static/in_depth/world/2000/world_wate r_cris is/default.stm 

      Gives a good overview of the scale of the problem in Africa. Specific to World Water Day 2001 but the

      information is still relevant. 

      http:/ /allafrica.com/specials/water/ 

      Water Partner's International's website. Provides a good overview of the world water crisis and suggests

      possible solutions. A bit US-centric but worth a look. 

      www.water.org 

      An overview from the UN University about the water crisis, plus links to project websites. 

      www.unu.edu/env/water/water.html 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Japan Economic Newswire

March 16, 2003 Sunday

Water forum opens in Kyoto to push for concrete steps
      The World Water Forum started Sunday in Kyoto with participants aiming to raise global awareness on

      water issues and spell out concrete steps to tackle such issues, including ways to make clean drinking

      water accessible to more people.

      The World Water Council, a main organizer of the international event, issued a report at the start of the

      eight-day event to serve as a basis for discussions, stating 'everybody...needs to take on responsibility for

      realizing a safe water world.'

      Among the priorities are for governments and local authorities 'to acknowledge the importance of water to

      development and poverty reduction by mainstreaming water in strategies and master plans for all water

      supply and sanitation, energy, health, agriculture and biodiversity sectors,' the report said.

      'The forum should not be a mere forum for discussion...The time has come to put what has been discussed

      into action,' former Japanese Prime Minister Ryutaro Hashimoto, head of the forum's steering committee,

      said in an address at the opening ceremony. 

      Hashimoto also referred to the targets the international community agreed on earlier to cut in half the

      proportion of people unable to reach or to afford safe drinking water and halving the proportion of people

      lacking adequate sanitation by 2015.

      'The targets have already been set. What is sought at the Water Forum is to follow them up and to find

      ways to put them into action,' Hashimoto said.

      As of 6 p.m. Sunday, 6,016 people had registered to take part in the forum, being held in the western Japan

      prefectures of Kyoto, Osaka and Shiga, forum officials said. More than 10,000 people from over 160

      countries are expected to take part over the eight days.

      Participants will discuss various water-related issues at nearly 350 sessions divided into roughly 40 themes,

      such as water and poverty, and water and peace. They are scheduled to draw up statements for each of

      the 40 themes and submit them to the ministerial talks as their inputs.

      Based on the discussions during the eight-day forum that will culminate in a two-day minister-level meeting

      next Saturday and Sunday, a final version of the World Water Council's 'World Water Actions' report will be

      released in June, forum officials said.

      The report also calls for government and local authorities to increase investments for water development

      and for international financial institutions and bilateral donors to prioritize support to countries that need

      such support.

      Japanese Crown Prince Naruhito and Crown Princess Masako, Prince Moulay Rachid of Morocco, where the

      first water forum was held in 1997, and Prince of Orange Willem-Alexander of the Netherlands, where the

      second forum was held in 2000, also attended the opening ceremony.

      'International organizations, governments and experts as well as many individuals and groups such as NGOs

      (nongovernmental organizations) working at the grassroots level are gathered at this third world water

      forum...to search for complete measures for initiating action,' the crown prince said.

      French President Jacques Chirac appeared in a video message for the opening ceremony, emphasizing the

      French government's commitment to addressing water issues, which he said will be discussed at the

      upcoming Group of Eight summit in Evian, France, in June.

      Chirac, who had initially been scheduled to attend the forum, apologized for having had to cancel his trip to

      Japan, without citing a reason.

      Amid jitters over the Iraqi situation, the forum's secretariat said Saturday that rising tension in the Middle

      East appears to have had an impact on some participants from developing countries.

      'Some could not come, while others appear to have had difficulty securing visas, though we do not have an

      exact figure of people affected,' a forum official said.

      Earlier in the day, the World Water Council and the Moroccan government presented Mahmoud Abu-Zeid,

      Egyptian minister of water resources and irrigation, and Jerson Kelman, president of Brazil's National Water

      Agency, with the first-ever Hassan II Great World Water Prize for their contributions to water issues.

      Land, Infrastructure and Transport Minister Chikage Ogi and Foreign Minister Yoriko Kawaguchi are         scheduled  to respectively chair the first and second days of the ministerial talks.

      Ministers are scheduled to adopt a declaration to express their resolve to tackle water-related issues and

      will release a Portfolio for Water Actions, stating each country's contribution to the resolution of water

      issues.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Associated Press Worldstream

March 15, 2003 Saturday

World ministers, scientists, financiers begin Third World Water Forum in Japan
Ministers, scientists and international financiers from around the globe began a week of meetings Sunday to   hash out plans to manage the world's water resources without destroying the environment.

Discussions on the opening day of the third World Water Forum, a triennial conference, were to focus on

determining what nations can do on their own to achieve the United Nations' goal of halving the number of  people without access to water for nourishment and hygiene by 2015.

The forum brings together more than 10,000 delegates from 165 nations in the western Japanese cities of

Kyoto, Osaka and Shiga, and comes just six months after nations agreed to the ambitious targets at the

World Summit on Sustainable Development in Johannesburg, South Africa. 

Many of the policy proposals this week are expected to build on projects that have been under way since a

2000 water forum at The Hague.

But progress has been slow.

In a 600-page report released just over a week ago, the United Nations blasted nations for coming up short,

saying hardly any of the short-term targets had been met.

The United Nations says about 2 billion people are without clean water and toilets. Contaminated water

pipelines, rivers and underground aquifers cause more than 200 million people every year to contract

water-related diseases such as cholera. Between 2 million and 5 million of them - mostly the poor - die.

Hydrologists say crop irrigation, which accounts for 70 percent of all water use, remains inefficient, and tens  of thousands of people die every day from hunger.

The most severe water shortages are in Sub-Saharan Africa, scientists say. But the problems aren't  isolated.

Asia has the world's dirtiest rivers. Advanced countries such as the United States and Japan use more

water than they need, according to Britain's Center for Ecology and Hydrology.

In Europe, only five out of the 55 main rivers are clean.

Unless nations act now, experts say, the increasing population, spreading industrialization and global warming  could exacerbate conditions.

Environmentalists critical of the forum say policy solutions too often call for huge dams and hydroelectric

power facilities that threaten local ecosystems and ignore tiny communities in poor countries that need the

assistance the most.

To solve the problems, nations need to add another US$100 billion to the roughly US$80 billion spent a year  on water issues, experts say.

While some nations may secure bilateral aid deals on the sidelines of the conference, none of the delegates

are expected to announce increased spending for water, organizers say.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Japan Economic Newswire

 NGOs promote 'no running water day' in Kyoto

KYOTO, March 14
Nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) and other groups in Kyoto are campaigning to get people to observe

a 'no running water day' during the upcoming World Water Forum in Japan to raise awareness about

water shortages, organizers said Friday.

The organizers said they hope the movement will get people to rethink the importance of water by

experiencing for a day what people in developing countries with severe water shortages have to face all the

time. 

'If we eliminate wasteful water usage, we can actually live with quite a small amount of water,' said Megumi

Matsui, one of the organizers.

The third World Water Forum will be held in Kyoto, Osaka and Shiga prefectures in western Japan from

Sunday to March 23.

The movement's organizers also hope to have participants to devise various ways, such as preparing to store

some water to flush the toilet, as part of the experience.

Individuals or groups can register and select a day between Sunday and March 22 to take part. They can

choose either not to use any running water at all on that day or the more flexible option of using running

water at places outside the home.

'Obtaining water was a big problem in areas devastated in the Hanshin Great Earthquake (in 1995). We want

people to participate also in the sense of preparing for disasters,' Matsui said.

The groups will announce the number of participants and their experiences on March 22, which is designated

as World Water Day.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

The Daily Yomiuri (Tokyo)

January 27, 2003 Monday

Children to perform musical at intl forum

A group of children from Shigarakicho, Shiga Prefecture, will perform a musical in English and Japanese at the  third World Water Forum to be held in Otsu in March.

      The performance, titled "Water" will emphasize the importance of water. The show was inspired by an

      incident in March last year in which a harmful substance was found in the tap water in Shigarakicho that led

      to the suspension of water supplies in the town for 11 days. 

      The show will depict what happened in the town at that time--local people had to carry water from a

      reservoir, and volunteer groups from around the prefecture and farther afield came to help. The young

      singers and dancers will show the crucial importance of water and nature as well as the gratitude of local

      people.

      Twenty-two children, ranging from preschoolers to sixth-grade primary school students, who belong to an

      English study group, Shigaraki Kids Bilingual Club, will perform the musical.

Shinobu Kojima, 35, a part-time teacher at Kumoi Primary School, formed the performing group and asked   the  children to write about what they experienced during the water crisis, later writing a script based on their

      recollections. The music and choreography for the show were drawn from various film musicals.

      The script's narrative is provided by a frog telling the story of the town's troubles to a fairy. The frog says

      the town is filled with fear and anger, but, with the help of volunteer groups, local people start to realize the

      importance of both cooperation and water.

      The performance also will describe the experiences of people who were exhausted from fetching water from

      the reservoir, and will feature local people's ideas for saving water.

      "It was inconvenient when I had to carry water in PET bottles," said Yuka Sakai, 9, one of the performers.

      "I want to remind the audience of the importance of water," she said.

      The musical will be performed on March 21 from 1:30 p.m. at Piaza hall in Otsu. The show is one of several

      events planned for residents of the prefecture during the World Water Forum.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

The Independent (London) 

March 17, 2003, Monday 

Two Billion Still Without Clean Water, Un Warns 

      MINISTERS, SCIENTISTS and financiers from around the globe began a week of meetings yesterday to plan

      how to manage the world's water resources without destroying the environment. 

      Discussions on the opening day of the World Water Forum, a triennial conference, focused on determining

      what nations can do on their own to achieve the goal set by the United Nations of halving the number of

      people without access to water for nourishment and hygiene by 2015. The forum brings together more than

      10,000 delegates from 165 countries in the Japanese cities of Kyoto, Osaka and Shiga, and comes just six

      months after nations agreed to the ambitious targets at the World Summit on Sustainable Development in

      Johannesburg, South Africa. 

      Many of the policy proposals this week are expected to build on projects that have been under way since a

      2000 water forum at The Hague. 

      But progress has been slow. In a 600-page report released just over a week ago, the UN said that hardly any

      of the short-term targets had been met. About 2 billion people are without clean water and toilets. 

      Environmentalists critical of the forum say policy solutions too often call for huge dams and hydroelectric

      power facilities that threaten local ecosystems and ignore tiny communities in poor countries that need the

      assistance the most. 

      To solve the problems, nations need to add another pounds 63bn to the roughly pounds 50bn spent a year

      on water issues, experts say. None of the delegates is expected to announce increased spending for water,

      organisers say. (AP) 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

US military says to use depleted   uranium in Iraq

WASHINGTON - The U.S. military said last week it will   pound Iraqi tanks in any new war with depleted

uranium ammunition, used in the 1991 Gulf War to  destroy Iraqi armor and said by critics to cause                cancer. 

Defense officials told reporters the extremely hard M-1A   Abrams tank shells and 30 mm rounds fired from A-10

attack jets easily sliced through Iraqi armor and that  studies indicated the active uranium debris was not a health

hazard.

"It is weapon that we will continue to use if the need is   there to attack armor," Dr. Michael Kilpatrick, responsible  for providing medical care to U.S. Gulf War veterans, told   reporters at a Pentagon briefing as the United States  massed troops, tanks, warplanes and ships in the Gulf near  Iraq.

The briefing appeared designed to both again deny charges  that depleted uranium was a health hazard and to publicly   warn Iraq's military that more was headed their way.

Iraq and other critics, including environmental groups, have  charged that man-made "DU" ammunition and protective   armor draped across U.S. tanks can cause cancer and  other ills. But Kilpatrick denied the accusations.

"Why do they (the Iraqis) want it to go away? They want it  to go away because we kicked the crap out of them" in  1991, said Army Col. James Naughton.

"There is no doubt that DU gave us a huge advantage over  their tanks. They lost a lot of tanks. Their soldiers can't be   really amused at the idea of going out and taking on  Abrams again," said Naughton, a depleted uranium expert  with the U.S. Army Materiel Command.

                Iraqi armored divisions do not have such ammunition.

Naughton said U.S. tanks could stand beyond the range of  Iraqi tanks and use the hard projectiles to destroy them.  Even in close quarters, he said, Iraqi tank shells barely   "scratched" depleted uranium armor on the American  tanks.

Despite questions raised over DU use, Kilpatrick said that a  study of 90 U.S. Gulf War veterans injured in friendly fire  accidents in which the ammunition was involved have  showed no cancer of other ill effects from it.

"It is not a nuclear weapon. It just happens to be uranium,"  he said, adding that depleted uranium was 40 per cent less  radioactive than uranium occurring naturally in soil and  water.

Depleted uranium, made using centrifuges, is so heavy that   the 320 tons used by American forces during the Gulf War  would represent a dense cube only about 8 feet (2.5  metres) on a side.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Bush sets deadline on Iraq
US President George W Bush has   given the United Nations  Security Council one more day

to agree to a resolution  demanding Iraq's immediate   disarmament. 

"Tomorrow is a moment of truth for   the world," Mr Bush said after   emergency talks with his two

staunchest allies, the UK and  Spanish leaders, in the Azores. 

"The Iraqi regime will disarm itself or  the Iraqi regime will be disarmed by force - and the regime has not

disarmed itself, " Mr Bush said. 

The British Prime Minister, Tony Blair, said there would be a final round  of contacts on Monday to try to help break the "impasse" between  Britain, the US and Spain on the one side and anti-war countries like              France and Russia. 

The UN's chief weapons inspector Hans Blix, meanwhile, said he should  be ready by Monday to submit a programme to the Security Council for  the completion of the disarmament process in Iraq. 

Doctor Blix called the situation "very threatening", but he said that  unless there was a sudden decision to withdraw the UN team from Iraq,  inspectors would continue to work as normal. 

The US is pulling out all non-essential diplomatic staff and their families  from Israel, Syria and Kuwait. 

The State Department said this was "due to the threat of a possible war  with Iraq". 

                 Martyrs 

The leaders did not specify whether they would proceed with a Security  Council vote if it appeared that the new resolution would fail. 

"People have got to decide whether  they are going to allow any second resolution to have teeth, to make it   clear that there is a real ultimatum in  it, and that's what we need to find  out overnight," said Mr Blair. 

But French President Jacques Chirac  has repeated that his country will  veto any UN resolution which paves

the way for war on Iraq. 

In a US television interview, Mr   Chirac said "we should pursue  [diplomacy] until we've come to a

dead end". 

US officials have indicated that once  diplomacy was exhausted,  Washington would move to a war footing. 

Mr Bush is expected to address the American people, possibly as early   as Monday night, issuing a final ultimatum to Saddam Hussein. 

Iraqi Foreign Minister Naji Sabri told an Arabic television station that   tens of thousands of Iraqi men and women were ready to be martyrs  for any war against the American enemies. 

"We are preparing ourselves as if war is happening in an hour. For  months we've been preparing ourselves for this possibility. Our enemy   is treacherous," Mr Sabri told the al-Arabiya satellite channel. 

Saddam Hussein, speaking before the Azores summit, warned that if  Iraq were attacked the battle would be "wherever there is sky, land and  water in the entire world." 

                 Territorial integrity 

After an hour of talks, the three leaders emerged not only to deliver   their ultimatum but to point to their vision of a post-Saddam Iraq. 

Mr Blair called on the international   community to unite to give Saddam   Hussein a clear ultimatum. 

He pledged that in the event of war,   Iraq's territorial integrity would be    protected and the country's natural

resources would be used for the   benefit of the Iraqi people. 

His Spanish counterpart, Jose Maria  Aznar, said they were willing to  make one last effort for peace. If Saddam Hussein wanted to prevent a war, he said, he should do it now by disarming. 

Mr Bush said he would go back to the UN to seek co-operation on  rebuilding Iraq if war is declared. 

"We're committed to a goal of a united Iraq with democratic institution in  which members of all ethnic and religious groups are treated with  dignity and respect," Mr Bush said. 

                 In other developments: 

Pope John Paul appeals for a peaceful resolution to the crisis,    saying: "There is still time to negotiate, there is still space for   peace" 

Germany urges its citizens to leave Iraq "immediately" and   prepares to close its embassy in Baghdad 

In Iraq, officials have given the UN photographs and videotapes of   mobile laboratories which they say show that mobile laboratories are  harmless and not part of a production line for germ warfare, as alleged

by Britain and the US. 

The Iraqi authorities have invited Mr   Blix and his fellow chief inspector,   Mohamed ElBaradei, to Baghdad for

urgent talks, but no response is   expected before Monday.

Both Iraq and its opponents are  meanwhile finalising their military  preparations. On Saturday, Saddam Hussein put  Iraq on a war footing, dividing it into  four zones. 

US forces in the Gulf now top what  our Pentagon correspondent calls the "magic number" of 250,000

personnel and both US and UK   forces say they are ready for any  military assault. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Gulf environment faces worse threats

By Alex Kirby 

If war comes to Iraq, the fate of the environment will probably  be low on the list of the combatants' concerns. 

Yet damage to land, air, water and  wildlife may far outlast the conflict's   immediate wounds. 

The Gulf region has recovered from   some of the worst impacts of the  1991 war. 

But many unknowns remain, and the   potential for horrendous damage is  much greater this time round. 

Iraq set on fire about 750 Kuwaiti oil  wells as it retreated in 1991. It is 25  times larger than Kuwait, with about

2,000 wells. 

Six to eight million barrels of oil from  the wells burnt daily, until the last   fire was extinguished more than 250

days after the war ended. 

Oil, soot, sulphur and acid rain came down as far as 1,900 kilometres  (1,200 miles) away, poisoning vegetation and animals, contaminating  water, choking people. The fires released nearly half a billion tonnes of             carbon dioxide. 

European, Kuwaiti and Saudi scientists from the National Commission  for Wildlife Conservation and Development (NCWCD) in Riyadh  published a report in 1993. 

                 Running thirsty 

Gulf shrimp fisheries, they said, appeared healthy, dugongs and  underwater coral reefs were in good shape. The tides and the high temperatures had cleaned up the offshore marine environment. 

Onshore, though, it was different - thick deposits of oil and tar coating  hundreds of kilometres of Gulf coast between the tide lines and further  inland. Some reports said the oil killed at least 30,000 seabirds. 

Iraq also deliberately spilt oil  directly into the Gulf to foil any  attempts at a landing. This affected         desalination plants, and it is  estimated about 30% of Kuwait's   water remains unusable because of

the 1991 contamination. 

Jonathan Lash is president  of the World Resources Institute (WRI), based in  Washington DC. He told BBC

News Online: "The most  remarkable aspect is how  quickly the region did  recover. 

"There are worries about  the Gulf, because the water  there takes almost two  centuries to turn over. 

"And land in Kuwait which  was used for subsistence  agriculture before 1991 still   can't be planted. 

"But the long-term consequences were less than  anyone could have predicted at the time. 

"However, there's no guarantee it would be the same  this time. Iraq is more densely populated than Kuwait,

and 40% of its people are aged under 15. 

                 Radiation fears 

"Iraqis depend on the Tigris and the Euphrates for  water, which is more valuable in the region than oil. And

there seem to be no limits to what they'll do under   pressure." 

Despite the signs of recovery, concern persists over the  aftermath of the 1991 war. 

Huge areas were still covered in soot in 2000. More  than 300 lakes of oil had spilt from the wells during the

war, and some still disfigured the Kuwaiti desert,  seeping six metres (20 feet) below the surface. 

Doctors were reporting a higher   incidence of asthma, allergies and   eye irritation. In Iraq itself, five

times as many children were   reported born with defects as in  1991. 

Many Iraqis - and others -   blame the depleted uranium  (DU) ammunition used by  the US and UK for the problems of their children and of  veterans suffering from Gulf War Syndrome. 

Scientists disagree about the ability of DU to cause the  horrific problems reported. The World Health

Organisation recommends cleaning areas with high  concentrations of radioactive particles. 

Another Iraqi casualty of 1991 is the Mesopotamian  marshlands, drained by President Saddam Hussein after

the war. 

The marsh people have suffered severely, and several   animal and plant species are believed to have become

extinct. 

Jonathan Lash told BBC News Online: "It's not the  environment that should determine whether or not we

go to war, but the impact on people and on world   peace. 

"But we need significant caution. Victory in a war with   Iraq may come at too high a cost to both people and

the environment."
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Topical News Issues
Call to action over safe supplies
Bangkok Post, March 17, 2003 (Kyoto, AFP) – The largest international conference yet on water issues opened yesterday with in estimated 10,000 participants calling on governments to take concrete action to help the world’s 1.4 billion people who don’t have access to safe drinking water.
…”The United Nations has already set a goal to reduce by half the number of people with no access to safe water and basic sanitation facilities by 2015,” said Mr. Hashimoto, who chairs the forum’s National Steering Committee….

Rainwater answer to some water needs 
Daily Yomiuri Mar 17, 2003 (Justin McCurryand Hiroyuki Ueba Staff Writers)  - Considerable time and money is spent developing fancy technological solutions to the world's water problems, but the answer to future water needs in the fast-growing Asia-Pacific region and elsewhere could lie in as simple a process as catching raindrops, according to environmental technology experts attending the 3rd World Water Forum. Rainwater harvesting--the collection of rainwater that can be stored as drinking water or used for crop irrigation--is not a new idea, but has been largely ignored by planners and the private utilities. "It's not sexy," said Steve Halls, director of the International Environment Technology Center of the U.N. Environment Program (UNEP) in Osaka. 
http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/newse/20030317wo42.htm
UNEP: Youths To Gather In Sydney For "Eco Forum"
UN Wire, Mar 13, 2003 - The U. N. Environment Program yesterday announced plans for a July youth forum in Sydney, Australia, where more than 100 young people will gather for talks about environmental protection.
The Eco-Innovate 03 Forum, scheduled for July 14-18, will include speakers, discussions and mentoring by business and technology leaders.  The event is expected to draw youths between the ages of 15 and 23 from Australia, New Zealand, Singapore, Thailand, Indonesia, the Philippines, China and India.
http://www.unfoundation.org/unwire/util/display_stories.asp?objid=32581 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
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Advocacy for a New World order for Water 

Kyoto, Japan (PANA) - The chair of the World Water Council, Mahmoud Abu-Zeid, Sunday in Kyoto, Japan, expressed the wish for a new world water order based on a special fund to finance projects in the sector. Speaking at the opening of the Third World Forum for Water, he said: "We all must work for the immediate establishment of a new world water order more apt to enable us to meet the challenges that we are presently facing in the sector. The new order will obviously offer great security and stability." According to Abu-Zeid, who is the Egyptian water resources and irrigation minister, the new order should be the result of a combination of efforts from the states, the civil society and big private groups in the sector. He added that the new order would help the poorest countries, namely African countries, to lighten the burden of their debts and prevent conflicts related to the management of cross-border waters. "We must classify through the new process our priorities, especially in Africa, Asia and Latin America, where the majority of persons not having access to drinking water, live. I am convinced that the new order will allow us to better classify our priorities in the water sector," he said. He said that he wished the weeklong forum, being held in two other Japanese cities of Osaka and Shiga, would lay the foundations for a new world order that he eagerly advocated.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng045041&dte=16/03/2003
African Rainforests Need Protection, Congressmen Told

allAfrica.com: Congo Basin forests that were virtually untouched ten years ago are now threatened by increased logging of tropical hardwoods and expanding populations, the U.S. House of Representatives Subcommittee on Africa was told recently. "The resources that are being sought are wood, minerals, oil and arable land," said J. Michael Fay, a biologist with the New York-based Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS), testifying before the subcommittee. "As witnessed in most frontier areas opened for resource use, there is little regard for the environment, sustainability, or for local people." Fay gained worldwide recognition for his "Megatransect" - a 13-month trek across the Congo Basin sponsored by the WCS and National Geographic. In the Congo Basin, logging concessions to mostly foreign companies cover over 60 percent of the forests, Fay said. "One estimate has logging taking out Congo Basin forest areas at a rate of twice the size of Rhode Island each and every year," said Subcommittee Chairman Ed Royce (R-CA) opening the session. "At current kill levels, most species of apes and other primates, large antelope, and elephants will disappear from the Congo basin, with some becoming extinct," The Subcommittee focused on support for the Congo Basin Forest Partnership (CBFP), which was launched by Secretary of State Colin Powell last September at the World Summit for Sustainable Development (WSSD). This partnership of Cameroon, the Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, and the Republic of Congo, aims to develop a network of national parks and protected areas, and to help local communities better manage the forest and wildlife resources of the Congo Basin.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200303150095.html
Mauritius holds workshop on management of medical waste 

Port-Louis, Mauritius (PANA) - The Environment Ministry here has announced a workshop on the management of medical waste for 17-20 March, with Claus Anderson and Elisabeth Ann Pettersson of the World Health Organization (WHO) as facilitators. According to Environment Minister Rajesh Bhagwan, waste generated by hospitals, medical laboratories and veterinary centres represent a threat to the environment and human health. "The management of hazardous waste is particularly crucial, as they pose a great danger when not properly disposed of," he stated ahead of the workshop opening on Monday. He expressed the hope that the workshop would help stakeholders improve the management, transportation and elimination of waste in keeping with the Basel Convention, which Mauritius signed in 1992.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng045095&dte=16/03/2003
Kenyan community tries out alternative energy project 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - Over 5,000 tea farmers in Kenya's central district of Meru are set to benefit from a US$75,000 alternative rural electrification programme sponsored by the UN Development Programme (UNDP), officials confirmed Sunday in Nairobi. The project to be implemented under the "Solar Net Meru Programme" is aimed at enabling farmers to install solar systems at their homes and reduce the use of other energy sources that have an adverse impact on the environment. Programme coordinator David Kiboore told PANA that the scheme, which will be funded through grants from the Global Environment Facility (GEF), would operate as a revolving fund in three five- year phases.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng045073&dte=16/03/2003
Problems Predicted in Looming Dry Spell

The Nation (Nairobi): Water, food, pasture and disease outbreak problems are expected to persist for the next three months in most parts of the country. The Meteorological Department says the expected March, April and May rainfall season indicates that most parts of the country are likely to receive low rainfall. The forecast spells doom to residents of Baringo, Turkana, and West Pokot who are faced with severe famine following prolonged drought. Pastoralists, especially in the arid areas of North Eastern and Eastern provinces, will also face difficulties in getting pasture and water for their animals. "However, districts in the highlands west of the Rift Valley, Highlands east of the Rift Valley and Nairobi area are likely to receive normal to above rainfall," Meteorological Department boss Joseph Mukabana said yesterday.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200303140233.html
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F R I D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
Annan welcomes Bush’s announcement on Middle East road map

*
Security Council welcomes inaugural meeting of new government in Côte d’Ivoire

*
Sierra Leone: Security Council welcomes indictments handed down by special court

*
Security Council extends mandate of UN’s Ethiopia-Eritrea mission for 6 months

*
Iraq: UN supervises destruction of more banned missiles

*
UN, Cambodia begin talks on accord for special court for Khmer Rouge

*
Top UN official seeks to promote human rights in Central Asia

*
UN human rights panel set to open first session of 2003 in Geneva  

*
Chad: UN agency concerned by reports Central African refugees harassed
*
Hosting latest UN lecture, Annan urges fairness in globalization process

*
Medical practices not primary mode of HIV infection in Africa, UN meeting finds

*
Bosnia and Herzegovina: UN agency concerned by surge in returnee deaths

*
UN anti-drug agency steps up fight against narcotics trafficking in Balkans

*
UN treaty on rights of migrant workers to enter into force 1 July

*
Armenia: UN agency warns of food aid shortages

*
UN signs deal to air French language channel TV5

* * * *

Middle East

14 March – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan has welcomed today’s statement by President George W. Bush of the United States that a plan by the diplomatic Quartet for a settlement to the Middle East crisis will be presented to the Israelis and Palestinians once the Palestinian Prime Minister has been confirmed in office.

A statement issued by a spokesman for Mr. Annan said the Secretary-General has been pressing since December for the so-called Road Map to be adopted and presented to the parties as soon as possible.

The plan of the Quartet – which comprises the UN, European Union, Russian Federation and United States – calls for the Israelis and Palestinians to take a series of reciprocal steps towards realizing the vision of two sovereign states, living side-by-side in peace and security.
“The Secretary-General urges that, once the Road Map has been presented, its implementation by the parties will be pursued with persistence and determination,” Fred Eckhard said at a press briefing in New York.

Meanwhile, Mr. Annan also voiced grave concern at the rising and alarming toll of casualties in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

“The Secretary-General urges the parties immediately to cease all forms of violence, to seize the opportunity to pursue the path to peace through political negotiations, and to act in strict compliance with their obligations towards civilians under international humanitarian law,” Mr. Eckhard said.

The spokesman noted that in the last 24 hours alone, 11 Palestinians have been killed in Israeli raids in the northern West Bank. In addition, three Israelis have been seriously wounded, two in Jerusalem and one near Hebron.

* * *

Côte d’Ivoire

14 March – Welcoming the first meeting of the Government of National Reconciliation in Côte d’Ivoire, United Nations Security Council members today called on all the parties to participate in subsequent meetings.

At the same time, the President of the Council, Ambassador Mamady Traoré of Guinea, said in a press statement, that Council members recalled the importance of respect for human rights and international humanitarian law in Côte d’Ivoire and had expressed deep concern at the deplorable humanitarian situation there. They “called on all parties, in particular in the West, to allow relief agencies unimpeded access to civilian populations,” he said.

“Members of the Security Council condemned the renewal of fighting in the West of the country and the events that had transpired, in particular in Bangolo,” Ambassador Traoré said, adding that they expressed concern at the fact that the fighting had essentially opposed Liberian combatants. “They called on the parties to desist from the use of children in the conflict.”

Albert Tévoedjré, Special Representative of Secretary-General Kofi Annan for Côte d’Ivoire, briefed the Council earlier Friday on the volatile situation in that country and on the activities of the committee tasked with monitoring the implementation of the Linas-Marcoussis Agreement. Council Members “expressed their full support for the Special Representative and the Monitoring Committee,” Ambassador Traoré said.

He also said that Council members thanked the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), which, under the chairmanship of Ghana, had played an important role in the convening of the inaugural meeting of the new Government. “They called again on all parties to implement fully and without delay the Linas-Marcoussis Agreement,” he said, adding that they called on the new Government to draw up a timetable for the implementation of the accord.

Council members were also briefed today on the recent assessment mission to Côte d’Ivoire carried out by UN Assistant- Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations Hédi Annabi. “They looked forward to receiving the report the Secretary-General would submit on the basis of Mr. Annabi’s conclusions as soon as possible,” the President added.

Also during the briefing, France informed the Council of the activities of its troops and members expressed their full support for the efforts of ECOWAS forces and French troops, as provided for by resolution 1464, with a view to finding a peaceful solution to the conflict “They called on Member States to provide adequate financial and logistical support for the ECOWAS forces,” Ambassador Traoré said. Members of Council noted with satisfaction the decision by ECOWAS to ensure the safety of all members of the new Government and stressed the need urgently to take all necessary steps to that end.

* * *

Sierra Leone

14 March – The members of the United Nations Security Council today welcomed the indictments handed down by the Special Court for Sierra Leone as the start of a judicial process aimed at bringing to justice those individuals who bear the greatest responsibility for the suffering inflicted on the people of the country throughout 10 years of conflict.

Noting the UN-backed Court’s indictments against seven individuals charged with war crimes and other serious violations of humanitarian law, the Council’s President, Ambassador Mamady Traoré of Guinea, said in a press statement that by holding individuals accountable through fair and transparent judicial process, the Special Court “will strengthen national reconciliation and contribute to the Security Council’s goal of lasting peace in Sierra Leone.”

Ambassador Traoré said the 15-nation Council also congratulated the people and Government of Sierra Leone for their commitment to achieving justice and national reconciliation through the work of the Special Court, and through the contribution of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission, and for their support to the Court since its establishment.

“Members called on other States in the region to support the efforts of the Special Court in combating impunity and addressing accountability for the atrocities that have been committed in Sierra Leone,” Ambassador Traoré said. They also expressed appreciation to those countries that have contributed to the Court’s funding and operations and urged States to continue to provide support to the tribunal as it enters the next phase of its work.

Meanwhile yesterday, the Court announced that former rebel leader Foday Sankoh and three others held under the indictments will make their first court appearance on Saturday.

The Court, which contains a mix of international and national judges, announced the scheduled appearances following its indictment on 10 March of seven suspects on charges ranging from murder, sexual slavery and rape, to forced conscription of children and attacks on UN peacekeepers.

Five of the seven indicted are in the Court’s custody; outstanding warrants are out for the other two suspects, Johnny Paul Koroma, former head of the Armed Forces Revolutionary Council (AFRC) and a former associate, Sam Bokarie, who is in Liberia.

In addition to Mr. Sankoh, the other three who will appear before the Court are Issa Hassan Sessay, former Interim Head of the Revolutionary United Front (RUF), Alex Tamba Brima and Morris Kallon, former leaders of the Armed Forces Revolutionary Council (AFRC).

David M. Crane, the chief prosecutor for the Court, declared an end to the “dark days of the rule of the gun” in Sierra Leone when he announced the indictments. Vowing to keep up the international pressure to bring the accused to justice, he said, “The international criminal case continues. Further indictments will follow.”

* * *

Ethiopia/Eritrea

14 March – Reaffirming its unwavering commitment to the peace process in Ethiopia and Eritrea, the Security Council today extended for six months the mandate of the United Nations peacekeeping mission to the two countries.

The decision to extend the mandate of the UN Mission in Ethiopian and Eritrea (UNMEE) at the troop and military observer levels until 15 September came after the Council considered a report by Secretary-General Kofi Annan covering the mission’s activities since last December. The report highlighted key developments in Ethiopia and Eritrea and gave an update on activities related to the Boundary Commission’s work.

By unanimously adopting resolution 1466 today, the Council affirmed the ability of UNMEE to monitor the two countries’ fulfilment of their responsibilities and called on both Ethiopia and Eritrea to cooperate fully and expeditiously with the Mission in the implementation of its mandate.

The Council also demanded that the parties allow UNMEE full freedom of movement and remove immediately any restrictions impeding the Mission’s work, as well as ensure the security of UNMEE staff when operating in territories under their control.

“On balance, the parties have generally been cooperating well through this process,” Mr. Annan said in his report. “However, it is now time for them to translate their commitments into real action on the ground, namely, the implementation of the 13 April 2002 delimitation decision.”

The Council noted Mr. Annan’s concerns regarding full adherence to boundary demarcation-related matters. It urged both parties to fulfil their commitments under the Algiers Agreements and cooperate fully and promptly with the Boundary Commission to enable it to fulfil its mandate.

Welcoming the contributions by Member States to the Trust Fund for the Delimitation and Demarcation of the Border, the Council called on the international community to continue to contribute urgently to the Fund in order to facilitate the conclusion of the process. It also called on Member States to continue to provide prompt and generous support for humanitarian operations in Ethiopia and Eritrea with the prevailing drought and worsening situation.

* * * 

Iraq: inspections


14 March – United Nations weapons teams supervised the destruction of four more banned Iraqi Al Samoud 2 missiles today, bringing to 65 – more than half the estimated total – the number destroyed since the 1 March deadline set for starting the process.

Also destroyed were seven warheads, some propellant tank cylinder parts, and other materials related to the missiles, which are prohibited because they can exceed the 150-kilometre range imposed by Security Council resolutions.

UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC) teams also burned and dumped chemical wastes left over at Al Muthanna and inspected a destroyed ballistic missile launcher site west of Mosul.

A team from the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) performed a motorized radiation survey in northeast Baghdad in an area that included residential, industrial and military infrastructure.

* * *

Cambodia

14 March – Representatives from the United Nations and Cambodia today began intensive talks in Phnom Penh on a draft agreement for a special court to try former leaders of the Khmer Rouge.

At an initial meeting, the team led by UN Legal Counsel Hans Corell and the Cambodian side worked through the text of a draft agreement between the Government and the UN, according to a UN spokesman in New York.

The two delegations then broke for consultations before resuming in the evening. “They covered all the articles of the draft agreement and reached understanding on quite a few of them,” Fred Eckhard said.

* * *

Human rights

14 March – A senior United Nations human rights official, on a two-week visit to countries of Central Asia, has discussed efforts to improve respect for civil liberties with the governments of Uzbekistan and Azerbaijan.

At the end of a three-day visit to Uzbekistan on Thursday, the Deputy High Commissioner for Human Rights, Bertrand Ramcharan, called for implementation of official commitments to “a strong and open civil society, respect for human rights and freedoms, a genuine multi-party system, free and fair elections, political pluralism, diversity of opinions and freedom to express them, independence of the media and the courts.”

He noted that many problems prevailed and urged corrective measures. Numerous non-governmental organizations in Tashkent had made representations to him about a high number of political prisoners, the prevalence of capital punishment without adequate safeguards, the pervasive practice of torture and psychiatric abuse and the lack of independence of judges and prosecutors, he said.

In Azerbaijan, Mr. Ramcharan discussed the importance of the rule of law and the role of judges in the protection of human rights with Justice Minister Fikret Mammedov, who briefed him on various areas of activities and publications intended to develop awareness of international human rights law among judges, lawyers, and prosecutors.

The next stop of Mr. Ramcharan’s tour, a follow-up to UN Secretary-General Kofi Anan’s visit to the region in October 2002, is Turkmenistan.

* * *

Human rights 

14 March – The United Nations expert panel monitoring the efforts of world governments to ensure respect for civil liberties, promote self-determination, and safeguard fundamental freedoms will open its first substantive session of 2003 next week in Geneva. 

The 18-member UN Human Rights Committee, which monitors implementation of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and its two Optional Protocols – the first allowing individuals to submit complaints to the Committee, and the second aiming at the abolition of the death penalty – will open its seventy-seventh session on Monday. 

During the three-week session, the experts will examine reports submitted by the Governments of Estonia, Luxembourg and Mali on measures taken to implement the Covenant, which recognizes that everyone has the right to life, liberty and security of person. The treaty also prohibits torture, cruel or degrading treatment, as well as propaganda for war or advocacy of national, racial or religious hatred. It also recognizes the rights to freedom of expression and religion, and, among other things, places limitations on the expulsion of aliens present lawfully in the territory of a State party.  
The countries presenting reports are among the 150 States parties to the Covenant, which was adopted along with the first Optional Protocol in 1966 by the UN General Assembly. Under the first Protocol, 103 States parties recognize the competence of the Committee to consider confidential communications from persons claiming to be victims of violations of any rights proclaimed under the treaty. Currently 295 communications are awaiting consideration. Forty-eight States parties have ratified or acceded to the Covenant’s Second Optional Protocol.

* * *

Central African Republic

14 March – As thousands of terrified refugees and returnees continue to pour out of the Central African Republic (CAR) and into Chad, the United Nations refugee agency has asked Chadian authorities to intervene to ensure that soldiers stop harassing new arrivals in the southern border town of Gore.

A spokesman for the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) said today that the agency has received “very worrying” reports of harassment of refugees – particularly of refugee women – by Chadian soldiers, as fighting between the army and rebels in north-western areas of the CAR continue to drive desperate groups into the border areas around Gore.

“They are alleged to have repeatedly tried to abduct refugee women,” Rupert Coleville said, recounting an incident last Tuesday in which Chadian soldiers reportedly sneaked into a transit centre managed by Médecins Sans Frontiers-Belgium in Gore and tried to kidnap refugee women. “Their efforts were thwarted and a complaint was later made to local authorities in Gore.”

Aggravating the increasingly volatile situation, two days ago, some 50 soldiers travelling in pick-up trucks reportedly went on a rampage in Gore, shooting in the air and creating panic in the border town, Mr. Colville said.

“The soldiers then allegedly stole motorcycles, bicycles and radios from refugees and Chadian returnees,” Mr. Colville said, adding that those who had gone to the local customs office to reclaim their possessions were reportedly beaten by soldiers. “The belongings were only returned after we complained to central authorities in the Chadian capital, N’djamena.” The military have now been ordered to stay out of Gore town.

Meanwhile, perhaps signalling some relief to the war-weary refugees in the region, UNHCR has re-opened its office in N’djamena, and is establishing a field office in Gore, Mr. Colville said. Some 200 refugees who arrived on Tuesday in the town of Yamodo, south of Gore, said they fled fresh fighting for the besieged town of Bossangoa in western CAR.

The agency reported that the number of Central African refugees and Chadian returnees arriving in southern Chad over the past week totalled more than 4,000, bringing to some 30,000 the overall number of arrivals since mid-February.

* * *

Globalization

14 March – Noting that hundreds of millions of people have either been adversely affected by globalization or left out altogether, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today urged that the process be shaped so that there are not winners and losers, but only winners.

“Globalization is bringing many of us more choices and opportunities,” Mr. Annan said, introducing the speakers at the fourth event in his Lecture Series at UN Headquarters in New York. “Yet millions around the world do not share those opportunities. Instead, they find that globalization is disrupting their lives, threatening their jobs or sweeping away their traditions.”

The speakers at the lecture on “Globalization: Winners and Losers” were Jeffrey Sachs, the Secretary-General’s Special Adviser on the Millennium Development Goals, Jagdish Bhagwati, Professor in Economics at Columbia University, and Joseph Stiglitz, Professor in Economics and Finance at Columbia University and Nobel Economics Prize laureate.

* * *
HIV/AIDS

14 March – Contrary to recent suggestions that a majority of HIV infections in sub-Saharan Africa are due to unsafe medical practices, an expert group convened by the United Nations reaffirmed today that unsafe sex remains the primary mode of transmission in the region.

Following a review of the evidence, experts convened in Geneva by the World Health Organization (WHO) and the Joint UN Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) concluded that current epidemiological and biomedical data does not support the claim that the majority of HIV infections in sub-Saharan Africa are due to unsafe injections in healthcare contexts.

WHO previously estimated that unsafe injections account for only 2.5 per cent of HIV infections in the region. The meeting participants said today that while they fully agreed that safe medical injections are a crucial component of a comprehensive response to minimize the transmission of HIV, safer sex promotion must remain the primary feature of prevention programmes in sub-Sahara Africa.

The experts cited that age-specific infection rates, for example, strongly follow patterns of sexual behaviour and those of other sexually transmitted infections such as herpes simplex virus-2. In addition, children between 5-14 years, who are generally not yet sexually active, have very low HIV infection rates.

With approximately 3.5 million Africans infected by HIV in 2002 alone, discussions about other modes of transmission should at no time weaken the centrality of the safe-sex part of the response, the experts said.

* * *

Bosnia and Herzegovina

14 March – The killing of eight people returning to their pre-war homes in Bosnia and Herzegovina has officials from the United Nations refugee agency worried about the dangers returnees continue to face.

The spokesman for the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) today said over the past two weeks, eight people were killed and one wounded in a string of incidents involving people returning to their pre-war homes.

Since the Dayton Peace Agreement ended the war in the fall of 1995, nearly 1 million people have gone back to the their homes – almost half of those uprooted by the three-year conflict. “More than 390,000 of them have gone to areas controlled by their former foes,” Rupert Colville said.

The latest surge in returnee deaths, described by UNHCR officials as the worst in years, began two weeks ago when an elderly Bosniak man was killed and another wounded by a booby trap as they tried to repair their home in Croat-controlled west Mostar, Mr. Colville said. The same day, an ethnic Serb returnee to a village outside Mostar was also wounded by a booby trap hidden under a sack of grain.

In an accident at the start of this week, an entire family of five was killed by a landmine in a field near their home in northern Bosnia. Two days later, two brothers aged seven and three were killed while playing with a hand grenade they found in a barn.

* * *

Migrant workers

14 March – Guatemala today became the twentieth country to deposit its instrument of ratification for a United Nations treaty safeguarding the core rights of migrant workers and their families, giving the accord the force of international law.

The International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of their Families, which was adopted by the UN General Assembly in 1990, will enter into force on 1 July.

The treaty recognizes the importance and extent of the migration phenomenon, which involves millions of people and affects an increasing number of States, and looks to establish norms that may contribute to the acceptance of basic principles concerning the treatment of migrant workers and their families.

Among the other countries that have ratified the accord are Azerbaijan, Belize, Bolivia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Cape Verde, Colombia, Ecuador, Egypt, Ghana and Guinea.

The others include Mexico, Morocco, Philippines, Senegal, Seychelles, Sri Lanka, Tajikistan, Uganda and Uruguay.

* * *

Balkans

14 March – United Nations officials and police chiefs from seven Balkan countries have taken a further step to enhance intelligence-based policing in the battle against illegal narcotics trafficking through the region.

The UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) yesterday hosted the 2nd Steering Committee Meeting in Sofia, Bulgaria, of its ongoing regional project, “Strengthening of Capacities for the Collection and Analysis of Criminal Intelligence in South-Eastern Europe.”

The $2.2 million project, funded by the British Government and Liechtenstein and launched in October 2001, seeks to assist interior ministries in the region in using modern intelligence-based policing methods to efficiently target key criminal organizations in order to disrupt their operations.

The latest Opium Poppy Survey, published by UNODC in October 2002, indicates a high level of opium cultivation in Afghanistan, which might result in increased trafficking of heroin in the Balkan Region. UNODC is running a range of activities in Afghanistan and Central Asia aimed at strengthening the capacity of countries there to monitor and interdict drug trafficking. By virtue of its geographical position, southeastern Europe remains pivotal to UNODC’s strategy.

The meeting was attended by criminal police department chiefs and criminal intelligence experts from Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Romania, Serbia and Montenegro, and Slovenia.

* * *

Armenia

14 March – The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) warned today that by the end of April, it will run out of food for 300,000 beneficiaries in Armenia, where more than half of the population lives below the poverty line.

“Many of these beneficiaries include children and old people who have no source of income,” Muzaffar Choudhery, country director for WFP’s operations in Armenia, said. “International food aid, provided by WFP, is their only lifeline. Without it, the nutritional level of the most vulnerable people will dramatically decrease.”

WFP has received only $10 million, less than a third of the $32 million requested for its three-year Armenian operation launched in 2001.

Mr. Choudhery thanked Sweden, Switzerland and Japan for contributions earlier this year, adding: “Without this we would not have made it to the end of April.” The donations were used to purchase 497 tons of vegetable oil and 898 metric tons of flour.

WFP first began operations in Armenia in1993, and has mobilized a total of 108,344 tons of food assistance to feed an average of 220,000 people a year.

“This is a country virtually without an export economy and, currently, has little prospects for economic growth,” Mr. Choudhery said. An estimated 55 per cent of the population lives below the poverty line.

Since independence in 1991, Armenia has been hit by a series of disasters, both economic and natural, following a 1988 earthquake that left over 25,000 people dead and more than 400,000 homeless. In 1992 fighting with Azerbaijan broke out over the disputed territories of Nagorno-Karabakh.

While a ceasefire has been in place since 1994, there is still no political solution to the conflict, which has cut Armenia off from its neighbours and former trading partners, Turkey and Azerbaijan. With its market dissolved, the country’s infrastructure has collapsed.

* * *

TV5

14 March – The United Nations and the International Organization of La Francophonie signed an agreement today to air the French language television channel TV5 at the world body’s headquarters in New York.

“Giving access to TV5 programmes at United Nations Headquarters is a concrete step for the promotion of a multilingual working environment and for giving its rightful place to French as the other working language of the Secretariat,” said Under-Secretary-General for Communications and Public Information Shashi Tharoor.

The agreement, signed by Mr. Tharoor and TV5 President Serge Adda, gives the UN access to French language programmes broadcast on the network, a subsidiary of the International Organization of La Francophonie.

Established in 1970 with its headquarters in Paris, the 51-member International Organisation of La Francophonie is an institution based on the sharing of a common language and common values.

* *** *

_________________________________________________________________________________________
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DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by
Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.


Thank you for waiting.  Good Afternoon.


We’re going to start with two statements on the Middle East.  The first on the Road Map.

**Statement Attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General
“The Secretary-General welcomes the statement by President Bush this morning that the Road Map of the Quartet will be presented to the Israelis and Palestinians once the Palestinian Prime Minister has been confirmed in office.  Since December 2002, the Secretary-General has been pressing for the Road Map to be adopted and presented to the parties as soon as possible.

“The Secretary-General urges that, once the Road Map has been presented, its implementation by the parties will be pursued with persistence and determination”.

**Statement Attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General
The second involves events in the Middle East today:  

“The Secretary-General is gravely concerned at the rising and alarming toll of casualties in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.  In the past 24 hours alone, 11 Palestinians have been killed in Israeli raids in the northern
West Bank.  In addition, three Israelis have been seriously wounded, two in Jerusalem and one near Hebron.  The Secretary-General urges the parties immediately to cease all forms of violence, to seize the opportunity to pursue the path to peace through political negotiations, and to act in strict compliance with their obligations towards civilians under international humanitarian law.”

**Security Council

The Security Council is meeting this morning in closed consultations on Côte d'Ivoire.  Members are being briefed for the first time by the
Secretary-General's Special Representative for Côte d’Ivoire, Albert Tevoedjre. 

Mr. Tevoedjre has agreed to join us here at the briefing if the consultations finish in time.

The Security Council has scheduled a formal meeting to adopt a resolution extending the mandate of the United Nations mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea. 

And there are no closed consultations of the Security Council on Iraq scheduled for today.  Informal discussions among Council members are ongoing.

**Cambodia
In Phnom Penh, Cambodia, today, the United Nations team led by Legal Counsel Hans Corell held intensive discussions with the Cambodian side.  At an initial meeting, they worked through the text of a draft agreement between the Government and the United Nations concerning the trial of the Khmer Rough leaders. 

The two delegations then broke for consultations before resuming in the evening.  They covered all the articles of the draft agreement and reached understanding on quite a few of them.  And the talks will continue through the weekend.

**UNMOVIC
Our daily report from the weapons inspectors in Baghdad tells us that teams from the United Nations Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC) continued to supervise the destruction of Al Samoud 2 missiles and its components.  Four more Al Samouds were destroyed, along with seven warheads and some propellant tank cylinder parts, at the Taji Technical Battalion.

Today’s action brings the total number of Al Samoud 2 missiles destroyed to 65 along with 42 warheads.  

Other teams from UNMOVIC and the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) continued their activities, both in Mosul and the Baghdad region. 

For a full update, please pick up the briefing notes in my office.

**Sierra Leone Special Court
The Special Court for Sierra Leone has announced in Freetown today that former rebel leader Foday Sankoh and three others indicted by the Special Court for their role in the 10-year civil war will make their first appearance on Saturday.  

Five out of seven, indicted by the Special Court, are in the custody of the Court.  Indicted with outstanding warrants for their arrests are
Johny Paul Koroma, former head of the Armed Forces Revolutionary Council and a former associate, Sam Bokarie, who is in Liberia. 

**Democratic Republic of the Congo Panel

The Expert Panel on the Illegal Exploitation of Natural Resources and Other Forms of Wealth in the Democratic Republic of the Congo has gathered at United Nations Headquarters, in preparation for formally beginning its work under its new six-month mandate. 

The Panel is expected to arrive in Nairobi on 24 March, to begin holding a series of meetings with those identified in the Experts’ most recent report as participating in illicit or criminal exploitation of raw materials in the Democratic Republic of the Congo. 

Ambassador Mahmoud Kassem, Chairman of the Expert Panel called the new mandate a challenging one:  “In carrying it out, the Panel hopes to contribute concretely to advancing the peace process in the DRC”, he said.

The Expert Panel will present a briefing to the Security Council after three months of fieldwork and submit a report at the end of its mission to the Secretary-General.  

We have a press release with details in my office.

**Human Rights
The United Nations Deputy High Commissioner for Human Rights
Bertrand Ramcharan has been making a tour of Central Asia, as you know from our previous reports.  He visited Uzbekistan from 11 to 13 March.

In meetings with government officials, he called for the tangible implementation in practice of the commitment to human rights.  He noted that many problems prevailed and urged corrective measures. 

The Deputy High Commissioner noted that, in several instances, interim measures of protection ordered by human rights treaty bodies had not been respected and that persons had even been executed notwithstanding such orders.  He urged respect for such interim measures.

Mr. Ramcharan is now in Turkmenistan, on the last leg of this trip.  He visited Azerbaijan on 13 March, where he discussed, among other issues, the publication in the Azeri language of the United Nations manual on the independence of judges and lawyers.

We have a press release with more details.

**Drugs
The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime and the Colombian Government will issue Colombia's 2002 Survey of Coca Crop next Monday. 

The report, which will be launched in simultaneous press conferences in Brussels and Bogotá, will contain information about the extent of the cultivation and the volume of cocaine production, with detailed data covering underlying trends and causes of shifts.

Colombia produces nearly 80 per cent of the world's cocaine.

**Chad

The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) reports that the number of Central African refugees and Chadian returnees arriving in southern Chad over the past week totaled more than 4,000, bringing to some 30,000 the overall number of arrivals since mid-February.

The UNHCR expressed concern about very worrying reports of harassment of refugees, particularly of refugee women, by Chadian soldiers.  They are alleged to have repeatedly tried to abduct refugee women from a refugee transit centre in the town of Gore. 

For more information, you can pick up the UNHCR briefing notes.

**Press Releases
One press release to highlight for you today from the World Health Organization and the Joint United Nations Programme for HIV/AIDS, UNAIDS.  An expert group has reaffirmed that the vast majority of HIV infections in
sub-Saharan Africa can be attributed to unsafe sexual practices.  The group says that the promotion of safe sex practices must remain the primary feature of prevention programmes in the region.  The group said that recent suggestions that unsafe medical practices, particularly unsafe injections, were responsible for the majority of new infections were not supported by the evidence available.

**Globalization Lecture


A reminder of what we announced to you yesterday that the
Secretary-General’s lecture series continues today on the subject of globalization.  You can see it at 1:30 p.m., in the Economic and Social Council chamber, I believe it is.

The Secretary-General will introduce the speakers and will draw attention to make globalization work for all the world’s people.  If you don’t want to go down to ECOSOC, you can watch it live on in-house television.  You can pick it up on channels 16 or 67.  

We also have embargoed copies of the Secretary-General’s introductory remarks available in my office.

**Budget
Finally, Budget news:  One payment today.  The Republic of Korea made payment of more than $9 million to the peacekeeping budget.

**The Week ahead at the United Nations

And we have the Week Ahead for you to help you plan your week next week, which I suspect will be somewhat unpredictable.  Yes?

**Questions and Answers

Question:  With regard to this summit in the Azores on Sunday between President Bush, Prime Minister Blair and Jose Maria Aznar of Spain:  is the Secretary-General planning to go there to attend?  Or is this totally separate?  How does he look at this?

Spokesman:  No.  He’s not been invited.  Like you, he found out about it from the news media.  And he’ll of course be watching developments there but not participating personally.  All right.  Yes?

Question:  Is it his view or does he fear the perception that having this summit meeting undermines or reduces the influence of the UN’s at the
Security Council’s deliberations on Iraq?

Spokesman:  No.  I think he would say any effort to find a solution, a peaceful solution, would be welcome.  Whether it’s at the summit level in the Azores or the working level here in the Security Council.  Serge?

Question:  On the trial of Sankoh in Sierra Leone:  will the UN have any participation in there? 

Spokesman:  This is a Special Court.  I think if you want to look up the terms of reference of the Special Court, I can’t answer your question directly because frankly, I don’t know at this point what role, if any, the United Nations has in that court.  So, let me do some homework and answer your question after the briefing.  Yes, Pat?

[He later said that the United Nations continues to cooperate with the court, providing technical and logistical assistance.]

Question:  Last night, at a US foreign policy panel I happened to go to, this question of resolution 335, “Uniting for Peace” came up again -- the same one that Green Peace is trying to use to activate the General Assembly.  If I understand it correctly, when the Security Council is hamstrung on a decision under this resolution, this very old resolution, it can go back to the
General Assembly for a resolution, which would probably put a very different face to the Iraqi question if this should happen.  Is there any possibility of that happening?  How does an NGO like Green Peace get something like that started with the General Assembly?

Spokesman:  I don’t think Green Peace would get it started.  But I think you probably know that the Non-Aligned Movement here has been talking about a “Uniting for Peace” resolution.  They’re watching how things progress in the Security Council.  So, I suggest that you talk to the leadership of the
Non-Aligned Movement, which is Malaysia.  Yes?

Question:  There is quite a lot of talk going on about what the future for the Oil for Food programme might be in the case of conflict.  What the relationship or the UN agencies and the UN Secretariat would be with the occupying power in terms of the distribution of humanitarian goods.  Meetings have been going on quite a lot over recent days.  I understand there’s another one today.  I was wondering if you could, let’s say given the lateness of the hour, give a little more sense of what the UN’s thinking is on its relationship to the military power in Iraq in case of war in terms of putting out humanitarian aid and what the future of the Oil for Food program could be?

Spokesman:  I am not going to speculate.  Oil for Food is one of several Security Council-mandated programmes that currently exist.  Should there be military action, one of the first questions to be asked is “What should the status of those programmes be?” and that is a Security Council judgment call to make.  The Oil for Food programme, as you know, is a large, elaborate and effective distribution network for aid to Iraqis.  And if you wanted to replicate it, it would probably take a long time.  So, we in our contingency planning have been looking at ways to keep the Oil for Food programme going.  But whether the Security Council agrees to that or not, we’ll have to see.

Question:  In terms of the relationship between UN agencies and the occupying power in its contingency planning:  have you, has that been determined; established how that would work?  Who would have primacy in decision-making on distribution for humanitarian goods?

Spokesman:  That would have to be worked out.  These Security Council-mandated programmes that I’ve –- well, I mentioned just one; Oil for Food; but you have the Compensation Commission, UNIKOM, the peacekeeping force on the border; and a number of others.  They’re in one category.  UN agencies, funds and programmes with an on-going mandate to assist victims of war or catastrophe, I have to assume are also free to act as soon as the security environment would permit.  So, we would –- I don’t want to get into too much speculation about what might happen if there were a war when everyone here is still scrambling trying to find a peaceful solution -- but we would be prepared, all those agencies I assume are prepared, to act and we have been working for a long time in our contingency planning to coordinate their response should they be called on to do so.  When you have a military situation of course, the military would have to determine when they’re going to allow the international community in to carry out aid.  But our assumption is that we would be called on and we’ve done contingency planning to respond in a coordinated way.  

Question:  Fred?

Spokesman:  Yes?

Question:  Here we’re talking about the war in the house of peace.  Since the Secretary-General didn’t make a move to go to Baghdad like U Thant did in 1963, go to Cuba.  We all went to Cuba in 1963 to review the situation.

Spokesman:  Well, first of all it’s a house of peace.  But the Charter allows for the use of military force when approved by the Security Council to maintain international peace and security.  So, there is some punch in the Charter as well.  You’ve asked me before about the Secretary-General going to Baghdad and I have answered that one.  I am afraid he has no plans to go.  He sees no useful role for himself to play in Baghdad.

Thank you very much.

* *** *



UNEP and the Executive Director in the news





� HYPERLINK  \l "War" ��Reuters - War or not, Iraq's environment a  casualty�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Marsh" ��Charlotte Observer - Marsh Arabs wary of plans to oust Saddam�


� HYPERLINK  \l "answer" ��The Daily Yomiuri (Tokyo) - Rainwater answer to some water needs�


�HYPERLINK  \l "Forum"��BBC - Forum tackles world water crisis�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Rainwater" ��AFP - Rainwater harvesting in China a "blueprint" for global action, UN says�
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