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Greens AWOL on Iraq

Why the silence on the Marsh Arabs?

By Paul Kengor & Cory Shreckengost

A few months ago, prior to the liberation of Iraq, we ran a piece on Saddam Hussein's longtime ethnic-cleansing campaign against the Marsh Arabs in southern Iraq. It got quite a bit of attention. It was published and  republished by many sources. We were pleased, especially because the point was that Saddam's campaign had   been an "unnoticed genocide." 

                   Since then, even with Operation Iraqi Freedom weeks past, several media outlets have picked

 up the story. That's good. Even with the war now well over, the Marsh Arabs situation is finally getting coverage. It remains both a human and an environmental tragedy. It is also suddenly a hot story because U.S. personnel are now in the marshes, trying to figure out if the  land can be salvaged. 

                   Yet while the major media have woken up, the environmental movement continues its rather

stunning silence. That silence was particularly noticeable during President Bush's campaign against Saddam. Now, the big "unnoticed" story is not so much the plight of the Marsh Arabs  as the extraordinary hypocrisy of the environmental movement, which is growing worse by the  day.

                   To be sure, the plight of the Marsh Arabs — or the Madan, as they are also known — was

once front-page material for environmental watchdogs. Those who regularly protest   environmental destruction have long known about Saddam's campaign of literal mass  destruction against the Madan. The primary weapon Hussein used against the Madan was a   water-diversion program known as the Third River Project. The idea behind it was to drain the  life-giving marshlands of southern Iraq, on which the Marsh Arabs depend for their very  existence.

                   Over the last couple of years, readily available satellite photos have shown the formerly lush

green areas of the marshes now an arid brown; they have decreased by about 95 percent.   Several thousand marsh dwellers have also reportedly been killed since 1991, and hundreds of    thousands made homeless. The United Nations reports that the Madan are "essentially now a   refugee population." As a direct result of the Third River Project, the U.N. concluded, the   5,000-year-old culture of the Madan was in "serious jeopardy of coming to an abrupt end." The    United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) recently issued a statement reminding the  public that over two years have lapsed since they first "drew the world's attention to the plight

of the marshlands."

                   Prior to Saddam's systematic draining of the wetlands, this region was an uncorrupted

wilderness containing pristine marshes filled with thousands of species of animals, birds, and   fish. The U.N. called it one of the world's "most significant wetlands" and a "biodiversity centre  of global importance." Most Biblical scholars believe this area to be the site of the "Garden of   Eden."

                   The environmental devastation in Iraq is undeniable; many have compared it to the destruction

of the Amazon rain forests. Former vice president Al Gore expressed outrage over the   disaster.

                   Today, very little remains of the former paradise near the confluence of the Tigris and

Euphrates rivers. This environmental catastrophe — which the U.N. has termed "one of the  Earth's major and most thoughtless environmental disasters" — has killed not only the   indigenous flora and fauna, but also many Madan. 

                   Again, the environmental movement knows about this — and used to complain. More recently,

however, they have been oddly silent. When President Bush marshaled his list of Saddam's   crimes — as part of the public-relations war to rally the world against the Iraqi regime — he  didn't get any help from the environmental movement. To the best of our knowledge, no   statements of support were offered by the likes of Greenpeace or other such groups, urging the   president to rescue the Iraqi marshlands. 

   To the contrary, many members of these organizations joined the peace movement, where they marched in antiwar   rallies organized by far-left groups like International A.N.S.W.E.R. and Not in Our Name. At just one event, Reuters   reported that "more than 100 people from groups like Greenpeace and International ANSWER" gathered in March at   Lafayette Park in Washington, D.C., to protest the war.

   In a January 27, 2003, press release, Greenpeace proudly announced: "The Greenpeace flagship, the Rainbow Warrior, blocked the departure of U.K. military supply vessels heading for the Gulf." Greenpeace activists aggressively engaged in "non-violent direct action" as "part of the global campaign to prevent a military attack on   Iraq." Nor were the environmentalists' actions limited to physical protests. They also took their crusade to the World   Wide Web. Case in point: Greenpeace International.

   One is hard-pressed to find any mention of the marshland destruction on Greenpeace International's website. In fact,   we scanned the headlines of every press release Greenpeace International posted on its site from November 2001 to   May 2003. There was not one reference to Saddam's ruthless environmental behavior. Of the 300 press releases   published in this time period, the only ones that mention Iraq are filled with antiwar rhetoric. These press releases are   peppered with triumphant accounts of Greenpeace's "pacifist" activities, yet not one of them decries the actions of   Iraq's eco-monster.

   The antiwar theme was readily apparent on Greenpeace International's website, which prominently featured a list of   five reasons for opposing war. The primary reason was a paradox of mind-blowing proportions: The conflict in Iraq,   Greenpeace insisted, would "have devastating human and environmental consequences."

   Actually, it would seem that the past 12 years of appeasement of Saddam by the international community brought   overwhelmingly "devastating human and environmental consequences" in the form of the Third River Project. Just   ask the Madan.

   To leave Saddam in place was to allow an eco-tyrant to continue his slaughter of the planet (in addition to its

inhabitants, of course). It was Saddam who ordered 700 oil wells set ablaze in Kuwait, and who unleashed a

deliberate spill that discharged over 20 times as much oil as the iniquitous Exxon Valdez spill in Alaska.

   Still, there is good news. Efforts are now afoot to try to restore the Mesopotamian marshlands. A project known as   "Eden Again" is hoping to regenerate 20,000 square kilometers of former marshland by carefully re-flooding the area.

   Why is this sudden restoration now underway? The answer, of course, is because George W. Bush — despite fierce   protests all around him, including by environmentalists in the antiwar movement — opted to use force to disarm   Saddam. That led to the liberation of Iraq, which has now made this last-minute attempt to rescue the marshes and   their ancient people possible. This would not be feasible if the world had followed the course recommended by   Jacques Chirac, Kofi Annan, Hans Blix, the Germans, the Russians — or the environmental movement. All of them   advocated the disarmament of Saddam through negotiations, not liberation; their approach called for Saddam and his   regime to remain in power. Only President Bush's strategy could have brought about the liberation of Iraq — and,   subsequently, the liberation of the marshes and the Madan.

   If anything, the environmental movement should thank the Bush administration for liberating the environment from  the tyrannical activity of an oppressive eco-dictator. George W. Bush ought to be the movement's Man of the Year.   But don't expect an announcement from Greenpeace anytime soon.

   — Paul Kengor is associate professor of political science at Grove City College and a visiting fellow with the   Hoover Institution. His forthcoming book is Reagan, God, and the Evil Empire. Cory Shreckengost is a policy   analyst at the Shenango Institute for Public Policy and an associated scholar with the Susquehanna Valley   Center for Public Policy, both Pennsylvania think tanks.

__________________________________________________________________________

Gulf Daily News

New deadline for poster contest 

                  YOUNGSTERS, aged 11 to 18, are being given more time to   take part in a poster competition being organised by the Leo   Club of Bahrain. 

                 Youngsters now have until on July 15 to submit their   posters. 

                 "The deadline was earlier June 30 but has been postponed,"    said Leo Club advertising committee head Pradeep Mohan.

                 The event is being organised with the support of waste   management company, M B M Alam Flora, as part of the  Green Bahrain Project - which aims to create awareness   towards a clean and green Bahrain.

                 The competition is being held in two categories: for those  aged 11 to 14 and for 15 to 18-year-olds. 

                 Participants can base their posters on either one of the two   themes: Visions For A Beautiful Bahrain or Good Habits To A  Clean City. 

                 The posters can be made using any type of media, on A3  size paper.

                 Entries can be delivered by hand to the United Nations   Environment Programme (Unep) offices in Juffair.

                 Alternatively, participants can contact Mr Mohan on 9831109  for details on how they can have their posters collected.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Critics Slam Bush for 'Ignorant' GM   Foods Comments 

                LONDON - A transatlantic storm is brewing over  genetically modified crops, with the U.S. extolling the   benefits of biotechnology and Europeans insisting on   proof that "Frankenstein foods" really are safe to eat. 

                In the latest salvo in what is turning into a bruising battle,  President Bush accused European nations of contributing   to famine in Africa because of their reluctance to accept   GM foods.

                But critics in Europe said his comments are more about   promoting the biotech business than ending world hunger.

                "He can only have been informed by the multinationals, the   Monsantos of this world, to make a statement which  displays as much ignorance as that," Patrick Holden, of the   environmental group the Soil Association, told Reuters.

                Monsanto Co., the St. Louis, Missouri-based agribusiness  giant, is moving to commercialise biotech wheat.

                "It is nonsense," Holden added. "Even serious experts on   GM will concede that there is no evidence that GM can   make any greater contribution to feeding the world than  existing agricultural science."

                Friends of the Earth, echoed his comments and accused   the U.S. leader of exploiting famine to sell GM products.

                "GM crops will not feed the world. Indeed making poor   farmers dependent on biotech companies for their seed  may only make matters worse," said spokeswoman Clare   Oxborrow.

                MONSTER MASH

                The debate about GM foods highlights huge differences   between Americans, who seem to have accepted the   technology in which plants are genetically altered to repel   insects and withstand drought, and Europeans, who are  more skeptical and less trusting of regulatory authorities  after food scares such as the outbreak of mad cow disease.

                Last week the Bush administration announced it would file  a formal complaint with the World Trade Organization to  overturn a European ban on new biotech foods.

                "If Bush thinks that getting his way with Europe over Iraq   was a precedent for this GM decision, he should think  again because the degree of informed public opposition to   commercialisation is growing by the day," Holden said.

                Proponents of GM technology say it will increase farm   yields, lower costs, reduce the level of chemicals used on   plants and help to feed a hungry world.

                Critics warn that too little is known about health risks such  as allergic reactions and resistance to antibiotics and that   not enough testing has been done.

                They are also concerned about the threat to the  environment and that GM crops could contaminate other  natural breeds. Environmentalists worry about the creation  of so-called "super weeds" and the loss of biodiversity.

                "No one really knows what the long-term impact of GM will  be on our health or the environment," Friends of the Earth's  Oxborrow said. "Consumers in Europe know this and have   made it perfectly clear that they don't want to eat GM food."

                Holden said Americans are more accepting of   biotechnology because they have not been given

information about it.

                "There has never been a proper public debate (on GM   crops) in America," he said. 

                Story by Patricia Reaney 

                REUTERS NEWS SERVICE 

________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Kenyan lions killed in revenge attacks

 Kenyan Maasai warriors have killed 10 lions from the Nairobi              national park in revenge for killing their livestock. 

                 The tenth lion was killed on Sunday after eating six cows, seven goats, seven sheep and a donkey. 

                 The government has now sent in the para-military General Service Unit to track down and arrest the Maasai warriors. 

                 The lions have been killed over the last two months when they strayed outside the park to hunt for zebra and antelope. 

                 Jail 

                 The Maasai say they will not succumb to government threats to arrest them for killings the lions. 

                 ''When one lion is killed, the government is up in arms against us but when over 100 of our animals are killed nothing is done to compensate us," Kenya's Daily Nation quoted Mr Geoffrey Ntampaya, a spokesman for the community saying. 

                 They say they are prepared to be jailed as long as they are protecting their animals. 

                 Maasai wealth is traditionally calculated on the basis of the number of cows or goats that an individual owns. 

                 Wildlife conservationists accuse the Maasai of slaughtering the lions and pocketing their manes, tails, claws             and teeth for trophies or for sale. 

                 The hunting of game has been banned in Kenya since the late 1970s. 

                 The area covered by the park is traditional Maasai land. 

                 There is a feeling that poachers may have moved in to take advantage of the stand-off between the Maasai and the Kenya Wildlife Service. 

                 Fence 

                 The Maasai live and graze their livestock near the boundaries of the park. 

                 During the rainy season between March and July herbivores, like zebra and antelope, move out of the parks in search of fresh pastures. 

                 The lions follow them in search of food. 

                 Last week the government agreed to protect the remaining lions in special fenced areas while safeguarding and capturing those which had strayed out of the park. 

                 The Kenya Wildlife Service - a semi-government organisation - has also been looking into the possibility of fencing the entire park. 

__________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Africa Becomes Battleground in Global Biotech War 

ZAMBIA: June 25, 2003

                LUSAKA - It is little surprise the transatlantic battle   over genetically modified food came to be fought on    the scorched fields of Africa's peasant farmers. 

                Here the ability of a field of maize to resist pests and  drought is a matter of life and death.

                Yet, while millions of its people faced food shortages last   year, Zambia's government told aid agencies to take back    thousands of tonnes of GM maize, preferring to wait for   unmodified aid than feed GM food to its hungry people.

                The continent's leaders have become pawns in a wider   mesh of conflicting trade and economic interests,  bombarded by a confusing array of information blurring into   propaganda.

                "We are not going to accept GMO food until there is world  consensus on its safety for human consumption," Zambia's   Commerce, Trade and Industry Minister Dipak Patel told   Reuters Tuesday, after President Bush told Europe its  opposition to GM crops was contributing to famine in Africa.

                "Europe is saying no to GMOs while the United States is  saying GMOs are safe. So we don't know whether GMOs  are safe, as we are a developing country with limited    technology capacity to do our own tests ... We shall  therefore wait until there is consensus by the developed  world," Patel said.

                Any such consensus appears some way off.

                "It's a complex issue because it deals with communication -- which is very often inadequate -- and it deals with trade,"  said Wynand van der Walt of the South Africa-based  pro-GM research body AfricaBio. He says there is no  evidence that transgenic foods are dangerous for humans.

                FACTS AND PERCEPTIONS

                "We're dealing with facts on the one hand and perceptions   on the other," van der Walt told Reuters.

                While Zambia stuck to its guns in refusing GM crops due to    the perceived risks, nearby countries faced with the hard  fact of millions going hungry relented and allowed milled   maize in while preventing the whole modified grains from   being used for seed.

                In one nation, Zimbabwe, the row over GM food aid became  tangled with Western allegations of vote rigging by  President Robert Mugabe. The key issues -- such as the  integrity of future grain exports from the region's former  breadbasket if GM strains were grown -- were blurred.

                Van der Walt plays down the risks to trade of adopting   GMOs, saying that industry regulations need to be realistic  and that productivity in hungry countries can be raised by  introducing crops resistant to pests and drought.

                South Africa, the region's dominant political, economic and  agricultural power, has licensed GMO strains of cotton and  soya as well as white and yellow maize.

                But opponents say it is setting a dangerous precedent on a   continent where so much food comes from subsistence  farming.

                "It's about ownership of the food chain. We feel it (GM   technology) is a much greater threat to food security," said    Elfrieda Pschorn-Strauss of anti-GM group Biowatch South  Africa.

                She said switching to GM crops would compel farmers to   buy seeds year after year through contracts with the  multinational firms that make them, rather than saving seed   from one year to the next, undermining traditional farming  practices.

                GM opponents also reject Bush's contention that new  technology will feed the starving masses of Africa. They say  lowering North American and European agricultural   subsidies would do far more for Africa's food supply.

                "We shall only have enough food for ourselves once they  remove subsidies. Production of food in Africa remains   expensive because of these subsidies," said Zambia's trade   minister Patel. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

League of Conservation Voters Slams Bush Record 

By J.R. Pegg

                      WASHINGTON, DC, June 24, 2003 (ENS) - The League of   Conservation Voters says President George W. Bush is well on the   way to compiling the worst environmental record of any president in

the history of the United States. 

                      In a report card issued today, the environmental political lobby blasted   Bush for undermining environmental protections on all fronts, including   air, water, land and wildlife and gave him an "F" for his administration's   environmental performance. 

                      "Bush's dismal Report Card is dominated by a disturbing trend: time  after time, Bush favors corporate interests over the public's interest in a   clean, safe and healthy environment," said League of Conservation    Voters President Deb Callahan. "Under the Bush administration,   corporate polluters have been allowed to write the laws." 

                      The organization says it calculated the failing grade by taking into   account Bush administration appointments, administrative and executive  actions, and legislative initiative. 

                      Other than a proposed rule to reduce emissions from diesel engines, the   League of Conservation Voters says that the "bulk of President Bush's  actions on the environment" favor industry and corporate interests over  protection of the environment and public health. 

                      President George W. Bush and his administration  do not appear worried about criticism from

environmental groups. (Photo by Paul Morse courtesy  White House)

                      The primary beneficiaries of the  administration's environmental actions have  been timber, mining, oil and gas, and real estate  development companies, according the   League's Report Card. 

                      The organization says that Bush is waging an aggressive, but subtle,  campaign to rollback environmental protections by using "deceptive   rhetoric, arcane procedural methods, and funding cuts." 

                      This campaign, according to the League, crosses the realm of the   executive, legislative and judicial branches of government. 

                      Within federal agencies, the organization says Bush administration  officials are cutting budgets for key environmental protections and not  enforcing existing laws. 

                      It says the Bush administration is using the regulatory rulemaking   process to slip through broad changes to land use policy and  environmental protections that are "difficult to explain to the American                 public." 

                      Within the judicial sphere, the League criticizes Bush for nominating  anti-environmental judges to lifetime seats on federal courts and for  settling a slew of lawsuits over federal land protections that                  conservationists believe favor industry over environmental protection. 

                      On the legislative front, the League of Conservation Voters says the  Bush administration is pushing forward "fraudulently named legislation."

                      The administration's air pollution plan, called Clear Skies, would   weaken the current regulations of the Clean Air Act, the organization  says, and its Healthy Forests Initiative would open up 20 million acres  of national forests to logging and waive environmental laws. 

                      "Even President Reagan, no friend to the environment and the man  who appointed James Watt as his first Secretary of the Interior, did not  attempt to undermine environmental protections at such a vast scale,"  the report concludes. 

                      The League of Conservation Voters further criticizes the President for   his international environmental actions, including his withdrawal of U.S.  support for the Kyoto Protocol, his failure to attend last year's United  Nations Summit on Sustainable Development, and his lack of leadership   on international efforts to protect endangered species and to address  population growth. 

                                             Environmentalists believe the  administration is not serious about                                      cleaning up the nation's toxic waste sites  and is trying to shift the burden to states  and local governments. (Photo courtesy  Pennsylvania Department of Environment)

                                             "The Bush administration has essentially  abandoned its leadership role on the

paramount issues facing the global  community," the organization writes. 

                      The criticisms of the administration in the League of Conservation  Voters report card are hardly new - they mirror a slew of similar  reports that have been released within the past year by several national

environmental organizations. 

                      Bush administration officials and supporters say this criticism is   inaccurate, misleading and the product of organizations with political  agendas. 

                      "This is a blatant partisan fundraising campaign," Interior Department   Press Secretary Mark Pfeifle told ENS. 

                      Pfeifle says the League of Conservation Voters is aligned with the   Democratic party and has a political axe to grind. 

                      He challenged the substance of the report, and said that the Bush  administration's environmental stewardship is resonating with the   American public because it is working cooperatively with local officials

and private land owners to safeguard the nation's air, water and land. 

                      The report mischaracterizes the Healthy Forests initiative, Pfeifle  added, which was developed with local and state officials and passed  the House with bipartisan support. 

                      Administration officials contend  environmentalists are impeding needed   efforts to reduce hazardous fuel build  up in the national forests. (Photo by Kari  Brown courtesy U.S. Forest Service)

                      "Instead of having mandates and  rhetoric from Washington, we are  partnering with local people to develop local solutions on the ground," Pfeifle said. 

                      Administration supporters also point to yesterday's report on the   nation's environment, released by the U.S. Environmental Protection   Agency. The report indicates that air pollution has declined some 25

percent over the past 40 years, that 94 percent of Americans have  access to clean drinking water, and that releases of toxic chemicals  have declined some 48 percent since 1988. 

                      Critics, however, say these statistics show that past environmental  protections have been successful and offer little evidence of the  impacts of the Bush administration's policies. 

Copyright Environment News Service (ENS) 2003. All Rights Reserved.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

PR Newswire

June 24, 2003, Tuesday 8:04 AM Eastern Time

HEADLINE: New Study Finds Agricultural Biotechnology Encourages Biodiversity
      BODY:

      Genetically modified crops can have a number of positive impacts on biodiversity including enabling

growers to use less pesticides and less tillage, says Professor Klaus Ammann, Head of the Botanical Garden      in Berne, Switzerland, in his new study, "Biodiversity and Agricultural Biotechnology -- A Review of the      Impact of the Biotechnology on Biodiversity." "Loss of biodiversity is occurring in many parts of the globe, often at a rapid pace," said Ammann. "Biological diversity has emerged in the past decade as a key area of concern for sustainable development. It    provides a source of significant economic, aesthetic, health and cultural benefits." 

Ammann's study is a comprehensive review of the literature relevant to the impact of agricultural

biotechnology on biodiversity in comparison with other agricultural practices commonly used. The study

states that many of the factors negatively affecting biodiversity are related directly or indirectly to the

needs of agricultural production. "Increased human populations and limited arable land have demanded increased agricultural productivity  leading to more intensive agricultural practices on a global basis," he said. "Higher yielding crop varieties have   been coupled with increased inputs in the form of fertilizers and pesticides and more intensive practices such  as tillage of soil." 

          Ammann said that technological advances such as genetically modified (GM) crops with insect

resistance and herbicide tolerance have demonstrated potential to enhance productivity while reducing

broad-spectrum insecticides and helping growers to adopt more soil saving practices such as reduced      tillage.   In addition, Ammann said that GM crops could increase yields and decrease variability in yields, which reduces the need to put additional land into agricultural production. The widespread belief that biotechnology   leads inevitably to a reduction of genetic variability in crops has been questioned. On the contrary studies  show that the genetic uniformity can be reduced up to 30%. 

          "By slowing the rate at which natural habitats are destroyed, GM crops and other technologies that

increase agricultural productivity can help to preserve the natural biodiversity," said Ammann. 

Insect resistant crops reduce the use of broad-spectrum insecticides that would otherwise have direct

and indirect effects on natural communities dwelling near agricultural fields, he said. These new technologies

also show reduced impact on non-target insects compared to indiscriminate impact of the traditional

broad-spectrum insecticides. 

"GM crops are important tools in the preservation of biodiversity," said Ammann. "Overall, creating

agricultural systems with minimal impact on biodiversity will require utilizing all available technologies while

simultaneously encouraging appropriate farmer practices."

      SOURCE University of Bern; Professor Klaus Ammann 

      CONTACT: Prof. Dr. Klaus Ammann, Direktor Botanical Garden of the University of Bern, +41 (0)31 631 49  37, Fax: +41 (0)31 631 49 93, cell: +41 (0)79 429 70 62, or klaus.ammann@ips.unibe.ch 

      URL: http://www.prnewswire.com

_________________________________________________________________________________________

The Associated Press State & Local Wire

 June 20, 2003, Friday, BC cycle

HEADLINE: U.S. biotech industry pushes hard on international stage
 BODY:

      International discord over genetically modified crops is more pronounced than ever as thousands of

      biotech executives and government officials, including President Bush, gather at pro-biotechnology

      conferences on both U.S. coasts.

      In Geneva, U.S. negotiators failed this week to persuade Europeans to lift a ban on biotech products,

      escalating a trade war. Monsanto Co., meanwhile, is aggressively trying to exact payments from farmers

      illegally using its technology in Brazil.

      And a Bush administration appointee was dispatched to Baghdad, tasked with, among other things, figuring  out whether genetically modified crops have a place in Iraq. 

      The biotech industry, arguing that its products can alleviate hunger and boost agricultural production in the

      developing world, is pushing hard for a more prominent place at the world's dinner tables.

      But many food manufacturers, farmers and consumers, especially in Europe, remain skeptical.

      "Consumer sentiment outside the United States is galvanized against genetically modified food," said

      Debbie Foster of H.J Heinz Co. "We don't use any genetically modified ingredients in our products sold in

      Europe."

      Foster said the Pittsburgh-based food maker also attempts to avoid genetically modified ingredients in the

      United States, though it finds total aversion difficult now that some 70 percent of all U.S. soy is genetically

      engineered.

      Fast-food chains have also been leery - led by McDonald's Corp., they helped torpedo a genetically

      modified potato after telling french fry suppliers they wanted only conventional spuds.

      "There are hurdles to be overcome," said Carl Feldbaum, president of the Biotechnology Industry

      Organization, a trade group. "We are just going to have to play this one out."

      It's against this backdrop that thousands of biotech executives and government officials gather at their

      respective conferences this coming week to promote U.S. biotechnology as safe and scientifically sound.

      On Monday, Agriculture Secretary Ann Veneman is to open the three-day Ministerial Conference and Expo on   Agricultural Science and Technology. Some 150 government officials from 100 countries are expected at the  Sacramento gathering to hear how biotech can save their farm economies and ease hunger.

      Not a single representative from the European Union is expected, highlighting the widening gulf between the  United States and Europe over biotechnology.

      The Bush administration has asked the World Trade Organization to force Europeans to lift their ban on

      genetically modified food so U.S. biotech companies and farmers can sell their wares in Europe. The EU

      wants first to create a system of labeling genetically engineered food so that consumers can choose

      whether to buy it. The biotech industry as lobbied successfully against just such a system in the United

      States.

      Talks between the two sides broke off Thursday in Geneva and U.S. officials now plan to ask the WTO to

convene a panel for the case. Critics say the U.S. trade complaint, filed in May, will only unify and mobilize Europeans in opposition.

      "It's going to backfire," said Jeremy Rifkin, a prominent anti-biotechnology author. "The United States made a  tragic error in going to the WTO to push for a lift of the ban."

      Europeans aren't alone. Thousands of anti-biotech protesters are expected in Sacramento to answer a call

      by anti-biotech groups, united through the Web site sacmobilization.org, for "mass nonviolent direct action

      to stop the corporate takeover of the food system."

      Monsanto also caused an uproar earlier this month when it announced plans to start demanding royalty

      payments from soy exporters in Brazil.

      Though Brazilian law bars genetically modified crops, soybean growers use them anyway with Monsanto's

      Roundup Ready seeds, which produce herbicide-resistant plants. The seeds are smuggled from neighboring

      countries, with the Brazilian government rarely enforcing the law.

      So Monsanto wants to get paid.

      The criticisms have led some developing nations to reject biotechnology.

      The Bush administration would prefer that Iraq not join them. It sent U.S. Department of Agriculture veteran   Dan Amstutz to Baghdad this week to help rebuild the country's Ministry of Agriculture - and explore whether  Iraq has any regulations in place banning the import of genetically modified food.

      The administration argues that biotechnology could help developing nations improve agricultural production   and better feed their populations - a theme to be featured by many of the 80 speakers and 60 exhibitions at  the USDA-sponsored conference in Sacramento.

      That same message will be delivered by scientists from developing nations gathering in Washington, D.C., for   the 10th annual Biotechnology Industry Organization conference, which also starts Monday. Bush is to

address the group Monday afternoon.

      "We haven't had a product approved that (adversely) affects human health and hopefully we never will," said  the trade group's Feldbaum.

      Some 15,000 people from 50 countries are expected to attend this year, though the usual group of

protesters will likely be absent: Most of them have decided to target Sacramento.

      On the Net:

      USDA: http://www.usda.gov

      Industry trade group: http://www.bio.org

      Critics: http://sacmobilization.org

      GRAPHIC: AP Graphic WORLD GMO CROPS

      LOAD-DATE: June 21, 2003

 ___________________________________________________________________________________

The San Francisco Chronicle

JUNE 24, 2003

HEADLINE: Agriculture secretary pushes new crops;  She counters critics at biotech meetings in Sacramento
      BODY:

      As hundreds of protesters swarmed the state capitol beating drums and waving signs denouncing

      genetically modified food crops, U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Ann Veneman convened a conference at a

      nearby convention center that pushed the opposite message:

      Gene-spliced crops are here to stay -- and what's more, they're good for both people and the planet.

      Addressing delegates from 120 countries at the federally sponsored Ministerial Conference and Expo of

      Agricultural Science and Technology, Veneman said high technology -- including genetically engineered food  plants and livestock -- would be necessary for the world's burgeoning population to avoid famine.

      Opponents of genetically modified crops say they benefit corporations -- which obtain patents for specific

      seed strains and animal varieties -- at the expense of small farmers and consumers.

      "This conference is for those most in need," Veneman said. "It (hunger) has to become a global agenda. One in seven people in the world face chronic hunger, and a child dies every five seconds from (starvation or  malnutrition). Progress to end hunger is seriously lagging, and new approaches are needed." 

      At the same time in Washington, President Bush urged European governments to abandon a boycott of

      genetically manipulated crops, an action he said was based on "unfounded scientific fears." If they

      relented, he said, African farmers could develop new markets for their agricultural products, allowing them to  alleviate the continent's crushing poverty.

      Veneman said gene-spliced crops had boosted yields while reducing pesticide, fertilizer and water

      requirements by enhancing disease and drought resistance. Veneman basically was preaching to the choir,

      cheerleading foreign ministers who shared her view that the world food supply can only be secured through

      both biotechnology and free trade.

      Luis Lorenzo, Jr., secretary of agriculture for the Philippines, said some opponents of biotechnology have

      unfairly vilified scientists who work in good faith to develop genetically engineered crops that minimize

      farmer exposure to pesticides and maximize production. And he warned that governments must resist

      scientifically unsupported populist attacks on bioengineering. "Could not (minimal) resistance in governance  signal a clear and present danger to breeding softspots for terrorism?" he asked.

      The opening of the three-day conference Monday brought some minor skirmishes between protesters and

      police, but nothing like Sunday, when about 2,000 protesters took to the streets as a countercultural

      greeting to the ministers on their arrival. Forty-six demonstrators were arrested Sunday.

      After holding an extensive rally at the capitol steps Monday, the crowd again marched the streets. Many had  donned monarch butterfly costumes -- monarch larvae are considered by some scientists to be threatened   by genetically modified corn that contains a natural toxin fatal to many caterpillars.

      By mid-afternoon, there had been little if any violence and only a few arrests, which isn't to say passions

      weren't running high.

      Leni Battaglia, a demonstrator who came from San Francisco, said it was "utterly illogical and inhumane to

      force genetically modified organisms on the world. They haven't been adequately tested. Entire

      populations are being put at risk simply for corporate economic benefit."

      But John Marburger, the science adviser to President Bush, characterized the resistance to new technologies  as "a vicious cycle of ignorance and poverty." Technology is an aspect of civilization, said Marburger, and "if  we are to have any hope of feeding the 8 billion people who will be here 30 years from now, we must harness   biotechnology."

      But demonstrators characterized Marberger's comments as both patronizing and untrue.

      "Third World people are not stupid," said Anuradha Mittal, a co-director of FoodFirst, a food policy lobbying   group in Oakland. "Monsanto holds patents on its genetically engineered soybeans until 2014. That means   farmers can't save seed for their next year's crop -- it's the property of Monsanto. How can corporations   expect farmers to believe this technology is in their best interests? It's about maximizing corporate profits,  not ending world hunger."

      Byakola Timothy, a Ugandan citizen and the director of Pesticide Action Network for East Africa, said that a  talk given at Monday's conference by Uganda Minister of Agriculture Wilberforce Mugerwa was based of a

false premise. Mugerwa said that Uganda needed bioengineered crops to assure its population wouldn't suffer

famine.

      "The problem in Uganda isn't production," Timothy said. "It's distribution. Western Uganda is very fertile and  very wet, and produces a tremendous surplus of crops. But our roads are horrible -- we have no

infrastructure, so we can't move the food around. That's why a stalk of bananas that costs 300 Uganda

shillings in the western part of the country costs 3,500 shillings by the time it gets to Kampala (in the

country's eastern section)."

      Regardless, many at the conference said, bioengineered farming -- and the global trade agreements that are

spreading it -- are going to remain the engines that drive the world's food supply.

      "The world has changed, and farmers must adapt to new models," said Roberto Newell Garcia, undersecretary   of agribusiness development for Mexico. "Trade liberalization isn't going to be reduced. Farmers must think of   themselves not as farmers anymore, but as businessmen and businesswomen."

      Besides, said Garcia, "There is an enormous smugness from those who say, 'We who live in bounty and do

      well will prevent the rest of humanity from catching up.' It's time we got our share of the goodies."E-mail

      Glen Martin at glenmartin@sfchronicle.com.

      GRAPHIC: PHOTO (2), (1-2) Above: Police and demonstrators tug on a protester during a minor

      confrontation outside the Sacramento conference on agricultural science and technology. Left: Carmen Rey

      (left) and Perla Salpa (right), who are both 15, watch a skirmish between police and demonstrators. / Photos  by Lea Suzuki/The Chronicle
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General environment news

RI under threat of all kinds of pollution: WB report 
The Jakarta Post, Jakarta, June 25, 2003 - Indonesia is under threat from air, water, solid and hazardous waste pollution, although some of the country's achievements in pollution management deserve recognition, a World Bank report says.
"There are some significant achievements in pollution management in Indonesia, such as the phase-out of lead gasoline in Jakarta and the reduction in the use of ozone-depleting substances. However, many challenges remain, especially in the effort to improve air quality, increase sewerage and sanitation coverage, and introduce better waste management," Thomas E. Walton, lead environment specialist at the World Bank Office in Jakarta, who led the team that drafted the report, said on Tuesday. 
The report, titled Indonesia Environment Monitor 2003, is supported by information from various sources, including government institutions, non-governmental organizations and unpublished documents.
http://www.thejakartapost.com/detailheadlines.asp?fileid=20030625.B05&irec=8 
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General Environmental news

France grants 10 million Euro for Kenyan parks 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - France has granted the Kenya Wildlife Service (KWS) 10 nation's parks, Environment, Natural Resources and Wildlife Minister Newton Kulundu told parliament Tuesday. He said the grant would be used to fence the Meru National Park where there have been cases of animals straying from the sanctuary, causing losses to crops and at times harming local residents. Kulundu said the Nairobi National Park would also benefit from the French grant. Members of Parliament were concerned about the raging dispute between members of the Maasai community living on the fringes of the Nairobi National Park over lions that have been mauling their cattle. In retaliation, the enraged Maasais have killed ten lions in recent weeks. Kulundu told parliament that his with protecting the animals as well as human lives and property. He disclosed that since 1998, KWS revenging attacks from the wildcats.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng001213&dte=24/06/2003
New Measure for Environmental Protection in Gambia

The Independent (Banjul): As part of strategies, the community of Brufut has embarked on a massive coconut tree planting along the beaches of Brufut to protect it from environmental degradation, mainly caused by illegal sand mining, which is long being practiced in the area. According to Famara Drammeh, acting secretary of Brufut Youth and Environment Group (BYEG), the exercise is part of efforts to stop illegal sand mining along the beaches, noting that BYEG, a non-political and non-partisan organization, which was formed by Brufut youths has deemed it necessary to curb the trend by resorting to stringent measure, which he said had been materialized through the support of the Department of Parks and Wildlife making it possible to plant over 90 coconut trees. The move aims to eradicate illegal sand mining along the beaches, though strict measures have been undertaken by his committee to address the situation, noting that the trees would be useful to the entire community and the nation at large. He asked the people to take proper care of the trees, as it would benefit them in the near future.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200306240561.html
$380m for Air Pollution

New Vision (Kampala): The World Bank has named Uganda and Kenya among African countries to benefit from the $380m for the private sector to participate in agro-forestry and afforestation projects, David Muwanga. The funds that are in three phases include the World Bank bio-carbon fund and the community development carbon fund both totaling $200m and the World Bank Carbon Fund totaling US$ 180m.  Charles Cormier of the Wold Bank Institute at a two-day Clean Development Mechanism capacity building workshop however, clarified that the $380m is not only for Kenya and Uganda but other developing and developed countries where greenhouse gases are emitted and seriously affect the environment. 

http://allafrica.com/stories/200306240468.html
Water plan to benefit two million in arid regions

The Nation: Ministry plans to desilt dams to increase storage

The Government is to construct dams and sink wells to provide water to more than two million people in arid and semi-arid areas.  Those to benefit include 1,164,863 people in four districts of the North Rift and 962,143 in the North Eastern Province.  The districts are Turkana, West Pokot, Marakwet and Baringo in the North Rift and Garissa, Wajir and Mandera in North Eastern.  Water Development minister Martha Karua, who toured Nginyang' in Baringo East on Monday before commissioning a dam at Baraton University said the country would strive to emulate Israel, whose stored water can enable it to withstand drought for at least two years.  Ms Karua pledged that the Government would desalinate the water from a borehole in Nginyang' that was sank by the university for the benefit of 12,000 people. The Government, she said, was seeking Sh300 million from Japan to provide piped water to Kapsabet Town and its environs. Ms Karua, who was with Office of the President assistant minister Stephen Tarus, said she and her Health counterpart, Mrs. Charity Ngilu, would work closely to provide water to all hospitals in the country. 

http://www.nationaudio.com/News/DailyNation/Today/News/News9.html
_________________________________________________________________________________________
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T U E S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
Iraq

*
UN and international donors to hold pledge conference in autumn

*
Palestinians, Syrians and Kurds receiving help from UN refugee agency  

*
Annan recommends ending UN observer mission along Iraq-Kuwait border

Other news

*
Security Council mission headed to West Africa to explore prospects for peace

*
UN health agency lifts travel warning for Beijing, last place on SARS watch list

*
40 countries sign WHO tobacco control treaty

*
Former Bosnian Croat militia leader transferred to UN war crimes Tribunal

*
UN agency concerned about violence in Kenyan refugee camp

*
Sudan: UN refugee agency resumes repatriation of Eritreans

*
UNESCO opens expert meeting on global anti-doping treaty for athletes
*
UN agencies assist post-war Angola with providing social services to civilians

* * * *

Iraq: reconstruction

24 June – A wide-ranging international meeting convened by the United Nations and for the first time including the United States-run administration in Baghdad agreed today to hold a donor reconstruction conference for Iraq this autumn after hearing repeated calls for the speedy establishment of an Iraqi political partner for the process.

“A number of delegates wanted it to be seen as a new moment of unity in the United Nations and I think it is that,” Mark Malloch Brown, Administrator of the UN Development Programme (UNDP) who chaired the meeting, told a press briefing at UN Headquarters in New York after the daylong session.

“I don’t think it in any way sweeps under the carpet long-standing differences about circumstances leading up to the conflict,” he added. “What it does show is that the membership is united around the issue of building as quickly as possible an Iraq which is back on its own feet, politically independent under its own government with a kind of economic potential unleashed that its status as the world’s first or second biggest oil reserve country should allow. And I think that’s the real message of today, that there was an extraordinary meeting of minds.”

He noted that a liaison group for the meeting, which will consider priority needs for 2004, was being set up to include donor governments who weren’t necessarily on the same side on the Iraq issue before “but now want to be full participants in the planning of reconstruction.”

“So it was clear that all the major countries, donor countries and others as well, I think, who are interested in Iraq have every intention of joining that liaison group, and therefore to be part of the process of moving towards that meeting in the fall,” he added.

Participants at today’s meeting included 52 countries as well as UN agencies, World Bank officials and representatives of the Coalition Provisional Authority (CPA), the US-run interim administration in Baghdad. Convened by the UN Development Group, headed by Mr. Malloch Brown, the informal information-sharing session at UN Headquarters marked the first such meeting with the CPA, multilateral agencies and interested governments.

Both Mr. Malloch Brown and the UN Humanitarian Coordinator for Iraq, Ramiro Lopes da Silva, in an earlier speech to the meeting, stressed the vital importance of establishing a representative Iraqi interim administration.

“It was said by all sides, members of the coalition as well as those who have not been on the side of the coalition earlier, that the need to keep the progress on the political side was critical, that for the reconstruction conference to meet its full success there needed to be an Iraqi political interface, Iraqi counterparts to deal with,” Mr. Malloch Brown said.

“And therefore everybody hoped that the political process in Iraq would gather momentum, because obviously reconstruction does over time require solid Iraqi counterparts who represent their people and can enter into commitments and make strategic choices and set priorities for their people. So everybody hopes that this political process can run as rapidly as possible,” he added.

In his statement to the meeting, Mr. Lopes da Silva said: “Without an Iraqi entity being in place, we cannot even begin our task…A fundamental precursor to any process is the establishment of a representative Iraqi interim administration to lead the re-construction process.

“The absence of a platform that permits the Iraqi people to express their expectations is one of the main immediate constraints in the (UN) planning process,” he added.

The UN Development Group and the World Bank agreed to co-sponsor needs assessment missions to compile necessary information before the pledging conference, covering 11 sectors: health; education; agriculture and food security; housing infrastructure, transport and communication; de-mining; water supply and sanitation; livelihood, employment generation and reintegration; institution capacity building and the rule of law; macro-economic and public sector management; investment climate and trade; and the banking and financial sectors. Gender issues and environmental concerns will be taken into account in all these assessments.

* * *

Iraq: humanitarian

24 June – The United Nations refugee agency is stepping up its relief efforts in Iraq on several fronts, ranging from finding housing for hundreds of evicted Palestinians and registering undocumented Syrian refugees to providing aid for returning Iraqi Kurds forced from their homes by the previous regime.

The UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) has built temporary tents for more than 800 Palestinian families who have been evicted from their homes in Baghdad since the fall of Saddam Hussein’s regime in April. At least another 200 families have been given notice to vacate their flats by the end of June and the agency is negotiating with the United States-run Provisional Authority to allow the Palestinians to move to vacant government buildings as soon as possible.

UNHCR is also registering some 140 Syrian families, who left their country for Baghdad in the late 1960s and early ‘70s for political reasons, in order to provide them with proper documentation and to find out what they would like to do. They enjoyed protection under Saddam Hussein’s regime but are now left to their own devices. Some have been evicted, while many do not have identity papers. Many say they would like to go back to Syria, but some prefer to be resettled to third countries or naturalized in Iraq.

On a third front in northern Iraq, UNHCR today distributed relief aid in two Iraqi Kurd villages under a programme to help stabilize communities whose residents had been forced from their homes by the previous government. At Bengawa and Talamater villages in Erbil’s southern district of Makhmour, the agency handed out tents, kitchen sets, plastic sheeting, stoves, jerry cans, lanterns and blankets to 479 Iraqi Kurds in 64 families who had reoccupied their property.

These people had been forced from their homes in the mid-1980s as a result of Saddam Hussein’s “Arabization policy” and had lived in appalling conditions in collective centres in Erbil and other cities. Since the end of the recent hostilities they have begun to return spontaneously to their original villages.

The return to Bengawa and Talamater came after the Provisional Authority and local officials helped resolve property disputes in the two villages, negotiating an arrangement with the Arab settlers for an equal sharing of this year’s harvest of wheat and barley. However, property claims remain unresolved in many areas in northern Iraq.

Fearing new tensions over attempts to repossess property, UNHCR is working with the authorities to arrange for the peaceful resolution of these problems in a fair and equitable manner and to assist the displaced in their current locations.

“We know that the people who were uprooted from their homes have suffered enough, but we are appealing for a little more patience,” Pierre-François Pirlot, UNHCR’s regional coordinator for northern Iraq said. “Many areas where the internally displaced people and the refugees come from lack the basic infrastructure to make returns durable.” He added that the presence of land mines and unexploded ordnance is another major concern.

* * *

Iraq/Kuwait

24 June – Secretary-General Kofi Annan recommended today that the United Nations peacekeeping operation that for nearly 12 years monitored the demilitarized zone between Iraq and Kuwait be closed down by the beginning of October in view of the new situation in the region.

“From April 1991 to mid-March 2003, UNIKOM (UN Iraq-Kuwait Observation Mission) was a successful and in many ways a model United Nations peacekeeping operation,” Mr. Annan says in a report to the Security Council on the mission, which was created to deter violations and report on hostile action along the border.

Taking note of the end of hostilities and of Council resolution 1483 of last month, which recognized the United States-run coalition authority as the interim administration and appointed a Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Iraq, he says: “I recommend that the residual peacekeeping presence of UNIKOM be maintained for a final three months, until 6 October 2003, when the Mission would be closed.”

During that period UNIKOM would scale down its military presence, continue to provide support to humanitarian assistance operations in Iraq, liquidate its assets and “most importantly make appropriate arrangements for handing over its activities in assistance of humanitarian operations to other entities remaining in the area,” he adds.

Mr. Annan withdrew the bulk of UNIKOM on the eve of hostilities in March but maintained a small logistics headquarters in Kuwait City. Since the end of the fighting, UNIKOM has been supporting other UN activities. As of 31 May, UNIKOM’s overall strength was 154 people, consisting of 11 military observers and 143 civilian staff, 45 of them recruited internationally and 98 locally, under the command of Polish General Franciszek Gagor.

The Secretary-General notes that Kuwait has requested the maintenance of UNIKOM until the situation becomes clearer and peace and security are restored to the area.

He also reports that most of UNIKOM property and premises on the Iraqi side of the demilitarized zone were totally destroyed or stolen during or soon after the conflict and that the mission headquarters at Um Qasr was largely demolished, apparently by looting before or during the hostilities.

* * *

West Africa
24 June – Searching for new opportunities for progress towards peace and stability in West Africa, members of the United Nations Security Council are set to leave tomorrow for a special mission to seven countries in the conflict-plagued sub-region.

The mission, which will be led by Ambassador Jeremy Greenstock of the United Kingdom, was postponed after having been slated to head to the area in mid-May. 

The Council mission is expected to visit Nigeria, Ghana, Côte d’Ivoire, Guinea, Liberia, Guinea-Bissau and Sierra Leone. Council members will examine country-specific issues and developments at each stop. They will also aim to encourage more cooperation among the countries of the sub-region and to assess progress towards Council objectives on the protection of civilians and children affected by armed conflict.

* * *

SARS

24 June – The United Nations World Health Organization (WHO) today lifted its final SARS travel warning, removing Beijing, locus of one of the largest outbreaks of the newly emergent Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome, from the list of places where all but essential travel should be avoided.

“This is very good news and shows the great progress the world has made against SARS,” WHO Director-General Gro Harlem Brundtland said.

The decision, two months after the advisory was issued in order to minimize the international spread of SARS, followed a significant improvement in Beijing where the last new case was isolated on 29 May. As of yesterday, the Chinese capital had reported 2,521 cases and 101 deaths out of a countrywide total of 5,326 cases and 347 deaths. Worldwide there were 8,458 SARS cases and 807 deaths reported as of today.

As more than 20 days have passed since the last new case was isolated in Beijing, the city has also been removed from the list of areas with recent local transmission.

On 27 March, WHO recommended that all areas with recent local transmission should screen all international departing passengers to ensure that those who are sick with SARS or are contacts of SARS cases do not travel. As of today exit screening was still in effect for Taiwan Province and Toronto, Canada.

* * *

Tobacco

24 June – Forty countries and the European Community (EC) signed the new global tobacco control treaty unanimously adopted last month by all 192 Member States of the United Nations World Health Organization (WHO).

“The fact that so many countries signed the Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC) in its first week demonstrates how strongly it is supported and how meaningful it is to diverse populations and situations,” WHO Director-General Gro Brundtland said of the treaty, which opened for signature on 16 June during a formal ceremony at the agency’s headquarters in Geneva. 

The first international treaty negotiated under WHO auspices, the FCTC requires countries to restrict tobacco advertising, sponsorship and promotion, set new labelling and clean indoor air controls and strengthen legislation to clamp down on tobacco smuggling. Tax and price increases would also be considered.

The FCTC demand and supply reduction measures are intended to protect billions worldwide from the devastating impact of tobacco consumption and exposure to tobacco smoke. Tobacco kills nearly 5 million people every year, according to WHO.

“It is only through a concerted worldwide effort that we can make global tobacco control happen. The benefits for health will be immense,” Dr. Brundtland stated. “This group of early signatories is exemplary and others are encouraged to follow suit in the shortest possible time frame.”

The signature does not yet bind countries to the treaty, but is an expression of political support and of good faith to abide by the principles it enshrines in the interim period until ratification. As soon as 40 countries ratify the Convention, it becomes law for those countries and thereafter, for other countries that ratify it.

In addition to signing the FCTC, Norway accepted it on 16 June. Ratification, acceptance, approval and accession are international acts by which states that have already signed the Convention establish on the international plane their consent to be bound by it.

From 30 June to 29 June 2004 the FCTC will be available for signature at the UN Headquarters in New York, where it is deposited with Secretary-General Kofi Annan. Several more countries have informed WHO of their intention to sign shortly.

* * *

ICTY

24 June – A former Bosnian Croat militia commander has been transferred to the United Nations International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) to face charges of crimes against humanity for ordering an attack on Muslim civilians in 1993, the court said today.

Ivica Rajic, 45, is charged with ordering an attack on the Bosnian village of Stupni Dol in October 1993 in which at least 16 Muslim civilians were killed. Croatian authorities arrested him in April, nearly eight years after The Hague-based Tribunal’s indictment had been handed down.

Under that 1995 indictment, Mr. Rajic was acknowledged as leader of the Croatian Defence Council (HVO), the armed forces of the self-proclaimed Croatian Community of Herceg-Bosna, which clashed with forces of the Government of Bosnia and Herzegovina in 1993. The attack on Stupni Do – almost exclusively Bosnian Muslim – left the town virtually destroyed, and the surviving inhabitants were forced to flee.

Mr. Rajic’s charges include two counts of personal responsibility for “grave breaches” of international humanitarian law – wilful killing and destruction of property – as well as one count of deliberately attacking civilians and wanton property destruction.

According to the Tribunal, Mr. Rajic was in the custody of the authorities of Herceg-Bosna, when the indictment was issued. He was released in December 1995, and reportedly went into hiding in Croatia. In 1996, the ICTY’s Trial Chamber unanimously confirmed all counts of the indictment against Mr. Rajic and issued an international warrant for his arrest, which was sent to all States and to the multinational Implementation Force (IFOR).

In addition, the Trial Chamber noted that the failure to arrest Mr. Rajic was due to the refusal of both the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina and the Republic of Croatia to cooperate with the Tribunal. It certified such failure for the purpose of notifying the UN Security Council.

* * *

Kenya

24 June – After 11 people died during nearly a week of fighting between local residents and Sudanese refugees in northwestern Kenya, officials from the United Nations refugee agency today expressed grave concern about the violence and loss of lives, and warned that the disruption of services delivered by aid agencies could lead to a “humanitarian crisis.”

“We are not in a position to distribute food, provide water and health services due to security concerns,” said Cosmas Chanda, Head of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) Sub-Office in Kakuma. “If this violence is not stopped, then we are going to have a humanitarian crisis.”

The UN agency does not even have access to the main hospital that serves the sprawling refugee camp, which is home to more than 86,000 people, of whom about 65,000 are from Sudan.

In addition, the UNHCR transit point in Lokichoggio near the Sudan border, where asylum seekers report on arrival in Kenya, is currently not functioning because of tension between the Sudanese and the local community. There are 335 Sudanese at the centre who cannot be moved to the camps because of lack of security.

Although the Kenyan Government sent a contingent of the paramilitary General Services Unit to Kakuma over the weekend, calm has still not been restored. Just Monday morning, two more Sudanese refugees and an Ethiopian refugee were killed, the agency reported.

Violence erupted last Wednesday in a dispute over cattle. Both communities keep cattle, and local Turkana cattle-owners were outraged when a missing cow was found in the homestead of one of the Sudanese refugees in the camp.

In circumstances that are not yet clear, a Turkana man was killed last Wednesday. “The Turkana followed a trail of blood and found the body inside the refugee camp,” said Arun Sala-Ngarm, UNHCR Deputy Representative in Kenya. That led to an attack on the camp on Friday, in which two Sudanese refugees were killed by gunfire from AK-47 Kalashnikov rifles.

Further armed attacks by local Turkana people on the unarmed refugees over the weekend and on Monday brought the total death toll to eight Sudanese refugees, one Ethiopian refugee and two local Turkanas.

* * *

Refugees

24 June – For the first time in almost a year, the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) has repatriated hundreds of Eritreans from Sudan after restarting a voluntary relocating operation that had been suspended because of the rainy season and prolonged by heightened border tensions between the two countries.

UNHCR said it reached an agreement with the governments of Eritrea and Sudan to open a humanitarian corridor and enable return convoys to pass, after the border was closed following several months of tension. Under the terms of the resumed operation, Sudanese trucks will bring returnees to a transit point, from which they will be transferred on to Eritrean trucks. 

Authorities on both sides of the border, in collaboration with UNHCR, have prepared a temporary stopover point at the border to facilitate the transfer. Sheltered areas, water, food and a site for medical care have been set up.

Yesterday, trucks picked up the first group of nearly 400 Eritrean refugees from a string of camps close to the border. They are expected to spend their first night back home at the transit centre before proceeding to their villages of origin. Returnees will receive an identity card and a reintegration package, which consists of a cash grant, basic household supplies and a three-month food package supplied by the World Food Programme (WFP).

Before the suspension of the return programme last July, UNHCR aided the relocation of more than 50,000 Eritreans out of a total 103,000 who have returned home since May 2001. UNHCR now hopes to assist the return of hundreds of Eritrean refugees before mid-July when the rainy season begins. 

In another UNHCR repatriation effort, a five-truck convoy carrying 126 Somali refugees from Djibouti arrived yesterday at the border crossing between the two countries. They spent the night at Garbodadar, halfway between the border and the Somaliland capital of Hargeisa. They were scheduled to leave the overnight point before dawn today.

Weather conditions permitting, UNHCR said it expects to assist the return of 5,000 Somali refugees from Djibouti.

* * *

UNESCO

24 June – The head of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) opened a meeting in Paris today of experts gathered to consider preparations for an international instrument against doping in sports.

In his opening address, Director-General Koїchiro Matsuura recalled that the agency had been encouraged to consider developing an anti-doping instrument last January, when the ministers and representatives attending a sport and physical education summit in Paris adopted a communiqué stressing that doping “threatens to kill sport as surely as it kills athletes.” They urgently called on the UN take “immediate action” to help draft an international convention.

The officials urged the UN system and the Council of Europe, in close collaboration with other concerned bodies such as the International Olympic Committee, the World Anti-Doping Agency and the Intergovernmental Consultative Group on Anti-Doping in Sport (IICGADS), to coordinate the preparation, if possible before the Summer Olympic Games of 2004, and the adoption, if possible before the Winter Olympic Games of 2006, of a universal international instrument for this purpose.

At its session last April, the UNESCO Executive Board endorsed this proposal and decided that an item to this effect will be included in the provisional agenda of the 32nd session of the General Conference, set to open in September. Anticipating a positive decision will be taken on the matter by the Conference, which consists of UNESCO Member States and includes the participation of community groups and non-governmental organization (NGOs),  Mr. Matsuura decided to arrange this meeting of experts to advise him some time in advance.

Today, Mr. Matsuura insisted “we are not starting from scratch – there is a strong foundation of work that has been developed by a number of partners.” He added that “the complexity of the problem means that no one organization can develop an international instrument on its own,” hence the need for close cooperation and partnership among all parties and stakeholders involved. He re-affirmed his personal interest in this task and UNESCO’s strong commitment to seeing it through to its conclusion.

More than 15 experts, drawn from countries in different regions and from a range of sports bodies and international organizations, are attending this three-day meeting. 

There is currently no such legally binding, universal standard-setting instrument. The Council of Europe adopted an Anti-Doping Convention in 1989 that has so far been signed and ratified by 40 countries. The 1999 Lausanne Convention on Doping led to the establishment, in the same year, of the World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) and to the drawing up this year of a world anti-doping code.
* * *

Angola

24 June – Several United Nations agencies are supporting the Angolan Government’s efforts to revitalize health, education and social services in the country, 15 months after a ceasefire ended three decades of civil war that destroyed 60 per cent of all hospitals and 5,000 schools. 

Sixty per cent of Angola’s children suffer from chronic malnutrition and 45 per cent do not go to school. UN agencies and development bodies such as the World Bank agree that investment in the country, coupled with effective partnerships, will yield rewards for Angolans. 

Angola took a significant step on its long road to recovery when it partnered with the World Health Organization (WHO) and the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) for a national campaign to protect children from measles, a highly contagious disease that kills more young Angolans than any other preventable ailment.

Some 7.1 million children – 92 per cent of the population aged 9 months to 15 years – were vaccinated during the National Measles Campaign, which ended on 31 May. UNICEF estimates that 70,000 child lives and $16.8 million in medical costs will now be saved. 

UNICEF is also supporting the “Back to School” initiative, the country’s biggest education campaign to date, which has benefited 500,000 children.  In addition, the Government has announced funding for a further 29,000 teachers across the country.

“This remains a decisive time in Angola with much to do. Social services were basically wiped out here, hundreds of thousands of Angolans are returning home, and many challenges remain in achieving universal education and routine immunization,” UNICEF Representative Mario Ferrari said.

Assisting with the repatriation of Angolans abroad, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) last Friday relocated the first group of 543 refugees from the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC). The agency is providing food and a package of domestic items, including blankets, kitchen sets and plastic sheeting to the returnees. 

A second repatriation convoy of Angolan refugees is due to leave Tuesday from Kilueka and Nkondo camps in Bas-Congo Province. UNHCR in Katanga has received 16 additional trucks, which will allow the agency to gradually increase the number of refugees on each convoy.

* *** *

________________________________________________________________________________________











24 June 2003

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Hua Jiang, Deputy Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good Afternoon.

**Hispanic Student Journalists
It’s nice to see so many new faces here.  We have participants in the 2003 National Association of Hispanic Journalists Student Campus programme visiting us today.  Welcome to the UN.

**Iraq
Mark Malloch Brown, the chair of the UN Development Group, this morning opened an informal meeting on the reconstruction and recovery of Iraq.

In his opening remarks, Malloch Brown said delegates at the meeting would have to decide what framework to adopt when discussing Iraqi reconstruction.  This would include choosing a time frame for projects.  Should projects be aimed for 2004 or beyond?  Should they address only the immediate needs of the Iraqi people or look at long-term issues, he asked. 

It is vital, he said, that the international community have Iraqi civil and political interlocutors.  He added the UN Development Group and the World Bank will be sending experts to Iraq to identify needs in 11 key social and infrastructure sectors.

Delegates at today’s gathering would also have to plan a meeting for next fall and identify sponsors for it.  

The UN Humanitarian Coordinator for Iraq, Ramiro Lopes da Silva, also addressed the meeting this morning.  He reiterated the strong belief that a fundamental precursor to any process is the establishment of a representative Iraqi interim administration to lead the reconstruction effort. 

Before moving into a closed session, Akila al-Hashimi, of the Coalition Provisional Authority also addressed the delegates.

Later this afternoon at 4 p.m., Mark Malloch Brown will be joined by the Under Secretary of the US Treasury Department John Taylor, and others to brief you on the outcome of today’s proceedings.

** Vieira de Mello
The Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Iraq, Sergio Vieira de Mello, is now back in Baghdad after having spent a few days in Jordan where he met with, among others, the Secretary-General.

He held a press conference a short while ago and we expect to have a transcript soon. 

We will let you know when it becomes available.

**UNIKOM
Out today is the Secretary-General’s latest report on the UN Iraq-Kuwait Observation Mission, which covers the period of 22 March to 15 June.

In this report the Secretary-General suggests that the Council may wish to consider whether the continued presence of the UN Mission is still desirable now that the conditions have changed; notably with the subsiding of the conflict in Iraq and with the adoption of resolution 1483.

He recommends that a final three month’s extension of the Mission’s mandate be granted during which a scaled-down staff would undertake the liquidation of its assets and make appropriate arrangements for the handover of its humanitarian operations to other entities in the area.  There is currently a staff of 11 military officers at a small headquarters in Kuwait City, along with about 150 civilian staff, both nationals and internationals.

You’ll recall, that on 17 March, in advance of the military campaign against Iraq, the Secretary-General decided to suspend the mission’s operations and withdraw its personnel from the demilitarized zone.  During the conflict, most of the Mission’s property on the Iraqi side of the border was totally destroyed or stolen during or soon after the conflict.  On the Kuwaiti side, some property was also damaged and some other properties have been occupied by British troops.

On the ground, the UN Mission continues to provide support to other UN activities in the area, including humanitarian agencies and the Office of the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Iraq. 

The full report is available in our office and should be out on the racks later this afternoon.

**Security Council
At 3 p.m. today, the Security Council is holding consultations on the implementation of the latest resolution on Iraq with a briefing by Special Adviser Rafeeuddin Ahmed. 

In other Security Council matters, the Council mission to West Africa is scheduled to leave tomorrow, and British Ambassador Jeremy Greenstock who is leading it will brief you on that trip tomorrow at 12:45 p.m. in this room.

**Secretary-General Travels
The Secretary-General touched down in London about an hour ago where he will have meetings tomorrow with British Prime Minister Tony Blair, Foreign Secretary Jack Straw, Chancellor of the Exchequer Gordon Brown and the Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Rowan Williams.

Before leaving Amman, Jordan, this morning he met with the heads of UN agencies, funds and programmes working in Jordan, and thanked them for their coordinated aid effort in Iraq. 

**SARS
Effective today, the World Health Organization (WHO) is removing its recommendation that people should postpone all but essential travel to the Chinese capital.  Beijing, which was the last area in the world where WHO still had a SARS-related travel advisory in place.

The situation in Beijing has improved significantly, WHO says, with more than 20 days having passed since the last new case of Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) was isolated there.  Beijing has, therefore, also been removed from the list of areas with recent local transmission of SARS.

WHO Director-General Gro Harlem Brundtland said, “This is very good news and shows the great progress the world has made against SARS.”  We have a press release upstairs with more information.

**Tobacco convention
WHO also says today that 40 countries signed the Framework Convention on Tobacco Control in just the first week that it was opened for signature, with Norway becoming the first country to accept the treaty.

Director-General Gro Harlem Brundtland said the rapid amount of signings demonstrate how strongly the Convention is supported, and added, “It is only through a concerted worldwide effort that we can make global tobacco control happen.  The benefits for health will be immense.”  And we have more details in a press release upstairs.

**ICTY
The International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia confirmed that Ivica Rajic, a Croat paramilitary leader who was indicted for war crimes and grave breaches of the Geneva Conventions for commanding attacks on Bosnian Muslims in central Bosnia in 1993, was transferred today to the Tribunal’s Detention Unit.  And we have a press release with more details.

**Press Conferences Tomorrow

At 9 a.m. in this room, Ramiro Lopez da Silva, Humanitarian Coordinator for Iraq, will be here to brief you on the humanitarian appeal and reconstructions needs for Iraq.

At 11 a.m., Ian Kinniburgh, Director of Development Policy Analysis in the Department of Economic and Social Affairs, will be here to launch the 2003 World Economic and Social Survey.

**UNCA Memorial Service

And the UN Correspondents Association would like to remind everyone that the memorial service for Elizabeth Neuffer will take place at 1:30 p.m. today at the Church Center across the street.

The memorial service is open to all those who wish to attend.

That’s all I have got for you.  Any questions?

All right, have a very good afternoon.

* *** *
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Reuters - Treaty regulating GMO trade to start in September
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