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War and the Environment - The Gulf Conflict

· BBC - US attacked over UN resolution
· BBC - Aid agencies consider Iraq role
· The Guardian - Red Cross cuts staff as clashes  spread

Other Environmental News

·  Business Day (Jo'burg) - Transfrontier Parks Restore Lost Spiritual Connection
· BBC - Security tightened after Bombay attacks

Environmental News from other UNEP Regions
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Other UN News

· U.N. Highlights of  25 August 2003
· S.G.'s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing for 25 August 2003
UN News Centre

UN agency joins Mongolia's  efforts to safeguard vast, unique environments
               25 August – The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the   Mongolian Government today signed an agreement to support sustainable  development and environmental protection in the fabled Asian country.

               The new framework agreement with Mongolia's Ministry of Nature and   Environment promises assistance by UNEP in environmental assessment and    monitoring, the preparation of National Sustainable Development Strategies,   programmes to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and use of ozone depleting           substances, law and policy making, fund mobilization and international  environmental negotiations.

               Home to warlord Genghis Khan, whose 13th century empire stretched from the  Mediterranean Sea to the Pacific Ocean, the landlocked nation's unique and  varied environments - including super-arid desert, moist taiga forest, rolling  steppe grasslands and glaciated alpine peaks - provide refuge to some of the last          populations of endangered snow leopard, Argali sheep, wild ass, saiga, bacterian  camel and Gobi bear.

               UNEP's recent State of the Environment report shows that despite government  efforts to formulate laws and policies to effectively manage natural resources,   recent transitions to a market economy, along with rapid urbanization and   industrialization, have accelerated risks to the environment. Some 70 per cent of        pasturelands - used for livestock grazing and still the main livelihood for Mongolians - have been degraded, particularly around towns and cities, bringing  erosion to thin soils and loss in plant diversity.

               Mongolia's forests, which cover 10 per cent of its territory, have suffered from a  decade of fragmented institutional responsibility, poor management and illegal  cutting, according to UNEP. Declining forest cover and quality is causing flash  floods, lowered groundwater, desertification and species loss. Air quality is also  a significant problem in urban areas, particularly for the nearly 1 million residents  of the capital, Ulaanbaatar, during winter.

               The UNEP assessment recognizes that while environmental resources provide   an important base for expanded economic opportunity through mining, forestry,  farming and tourism, integrated national sustainable development policies and  planning are desperately needed.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Hi Pakistan

22/08/2003

Headline: Tasman Spirit breaks further; heavy oil spill   continues -- Detail Story

                             KARACHI: The grounded and broken Tasman Spirit developed further  cracks on Friday and a substantial amount of crude oil also spilled out of it, which  had to be dispersed through spray from a C-130 aircraft. 

                             Brig Iftikhar Arshad, General Manager, Administration, Karachi Port Trust (KPT), told                         The News that the front part of the ship was totally submerged while the rear part  also slanted and was further grounded due to the tidal pressure, causing heavy  spillage of oil. The aft section had subdivided into two more parts and may break   further, he added. 

                             About the amount of freshly spilled-out oil, he said nothing could be said with             exactness, but it was "quite substantial" as compared to what was being spilled out  during lighterage operation daily. 

                             In order to prevent the fresh spillage to move on to the beach, dispersant spray  from a C-130 aircraft had to be carried out, which quite clearly proves that a  substantial amount of oil had spilled out of the grounded ship. 

                             A day before also, a heavy amount of oil had flowed out of the marooned ship, but                      the KPT did not admit it and said that the spillage was in litres. Independent sources confirmed that the spillage was in tonnes. However, on Friday the KPT was a bit   more vocal in divulging details about the grounded ship. 

                             Brig Arshad said that initially the two broken parts of the ship had not physically                      separated from each other, but now there was no physical contact between the   two. He, however, said that the oil had not entered the port area and the traffic  operation had been running as usual. 

                             He said due to the fresh development, the lighterage operation could not be carried                     out. Captain Hashim Mujtaba, P&I Club Correspondent, said that most of the tanks   as well as the bottom of the ship had been damaged and the hull of the ship had   cracked in places. The rear part of the ship had split up into two parts and was   highly likely to split up further. "The weather is too rough, it (the rear part of the

ship) might have three or more parts soon," he added. 

                             He feared a "highly critical" situation "in case the Met forecast comes true". "It is                   really going to be a matter of great concern," he added. According to the Met   forecast, the Arabian Sea would be very rough on August 25, 26 and 27, and it may  cause widespread rains in Karachi. 

                             Meanwhile, the in charge of Salvage Operation, Jan Lam, was admitted to a KPT                     hospital after he consumed fumes while discharging his duties on the ship. Besides,  according to the ITOPF.com, the official website of International Tanker Owners’   Pollution Federation, Senior Technical Adviser Dr Karen Purnell will be relieved by  Hugh Parker on Saturday. The newcomer would work for two weeks after which he

would also be replaced by a fresh individual. 

                             Naveed Ahmad adds from Islamabad: A high-level delegation of the United Nations                         Environment Programme will visit Pakistan shortly to assess the damage caused by  the oil spill from a Greek tanker near Karachi. 

                             The News has learnt that the team is arriving on the request of the government of                   Pakistan and will remain in Karachi to assess the magnitude of the pollution, its  impact on the marine life as well as the human population living along the coastline.

                             The team, comprising the United Nations environment and marine life experts, may                      also recommend the UN Development Programme to extend monetary assistance  for clearing the coastal patch of the country’s exclusive economic zone. 

                             The UN would come up with various recommendations to be executed by the             government of Pakistan to ward of further health hazards, overcome economic   losses due to ban on fishing and above all deal with a number of environmental    impacts. The delegation may include a top UN official, who has also served in   Pakistan, and now is based in Nairobi, Kenya. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Tierramerica

'Poverty Is the Most Toxic Element' 

By Felipe Jaime Vázquez*
                        International trade and the environment are closely related,  evidenced by rich countries' high subsidies for agriculture, says  Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the United Nations  Environment Program, in an exclusive dialogue with  Tierramérica.

                        MEXICO CITY - International trade should contribute to development  and the elimination of poverty, and the upcoming World Trade Organization ministerial conference should express a spirit of                     cooperation between industrialized and developing countries, says  Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the United Nations Environment   Program (UNEP).

                        Trade and the environment are profoundly linked, as proved by the   perverse distortions caused by the high subsidies rich countries grant  agriculture and fisheries, Toepfer said in a dialogue with Tierramérica.

                        At the helm of the UNEP since 1998, Toepfer previously enjoyed an  extensive academic and political career in his native Germany, where  he served as federal minister of environment, nature conservation and  nuclear safety from 1987 to 1994.

                        - The environment is among the key issues at the WTO. What can be  achieved at the fifth ministerial conference to be held in the Mexican  resort city of Cancun in September? 

                        - The most toxic element for the environment is poverty. Our major  objective with regard to the WTO is for trade to serve as a way to  achieve development and to eliminate poverty. There is a very specific

relationship between the environment and trade. If we look at the  situation of subsidies in the developed countries, particularly in the agricultural and fishing sector, we can see that it turns into a  somewhat perverse relationship. One of the first initiatives would be to  reduce or eliminate them. We also note the profound relationship  between trade and the various multilateral environmental agreements,  for example, those for protecting the ozone layer or about toxic  waste, or the agreements related to climate change. We must be

realistic. We know that all countries must contribute, developed and  developing countries alike, in order to end poverty and to ensure that   trade is a positive factor. That would be a realistic form of optimism.

                        - What significance does Europe's decision to open its markets to   transgenic products have? 

                        - The United Nations did not want to intervene in the dispute between   the United States and the European Union about genetically modified  organisms. But I am convinced that we made a big contribution to the   matter by negotiating the Cartagena Protocol, which enters into force  in September and will serve to protect biodiversity and specifically  address the safe management of genetically modified organisms.

                        - Do you think the recent heat wave in Europe could be related to  global warming?

                        - Climate change is not some kind of weather forecast, it is  something we are already experiencing. It is not a thing of the future.  We have sufficient scientific data on indicators that climate change is

already here. It is difficult to establish a linear relationship between an   extreme climate phenomenon and climate change. But these   phenomena are occurring with increasing frequency, and the heat  wave in Europe could be related to climate change, as could the  floods of last summer. We must take action in two directions:

mitigate or reduce greenhouse gases like carbon dioxide and find ways to adapt to these changes. The Kyoto Protocol, which seeks to  curb greenhouse gas emissions, is of vital importance. We know that   the United States has refused to ratify it, and Russia has not yet   done so. But President Vladimir Putin has expressed willingness,

and the Russian ratification is expected this year.

                        - What is your perception of the environmental situation in Iraq  following the U.S. invasion and military occupation?

                        - UNEP conducted an evaluation prior to the war, in February and  March, regarding the environmental situation in Iraq over the last 20  years. We are talking about a country whose environment has been devastated since the war with Iran, in the 1980s, then came the Gulf  War in 1991, in addition to the poor environmental management by   the Saddam Hussein government. Today there are three UNEP  officials in Baghdad who are preparing an analysis about the impacts  of the latest war, a field study that will compare them with the  previously evaluated areas. We hope to conduct a study as soon as   possible about the environmental impacts of the weapons used in the  war.

                        *

__________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

US attacked over UN resolution

By Greg Barrow 

BBC United Nations correspondent in New York 

                 International human rights groups have accused the US  Government of attempting to block a United Nations resolution  that would seek to enhance the protection of humanitarian  workers in conflict zones. 

                 US officials are objecting to a  section of the resolution which   refers to attacks on             humanitarian workers as a war   crime under the statutes of the  newly-established International   Criminal Court (ICC). 

                 Washington does not recognise   the court. 

                 It also insists on either removing   reference to it from UN  resolutions or having   paragraphs inserted that give immunity to nations like America  that have not ratified the Rome Statute establishing the ICC. 

                 Human rights groups are angry that less than a week after the  attack on the UN headquarters in Baghdad, the US is objecting to  the draft UN resolution. 

                 With emotions still running high in the aftermath, they now say  Washington may have gone too far. 

                 Human Rights Watch has accused the US of waging an   ill-conceived and ideologically-driven crusade against the court  and in the process, compromising efforts to protect aid workers. 

                 "After the tragic killing of aid workers in Baghdad, the US  opposition to the proposed resolution is disgraceful," said Richard  Dicker, director of Human Rights Watch's international justice   programme. 

                 Other human rights groups argue that the court should be  supported as it acts as a deterrent to those who might consider  attacks on humanitarian workers. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Aid agencies consider Iraq role

By Susannah Price 

BBC correspondent in Baghdad 

                 Aid agencies working in Iraq  are currently discussing their    future plans following the        announcement that the  International Committee of the   Red Cross (ICRC) is scaling   back its international staff in  Baghdad. 

                 ICRC made the decision after  receiving a security warning. 

                 The organisation is known for  remaining in the world's most dangerous places after most other           agencies have left and remained in Iraq during the war. 

                 But its officials said they had no choice. 

                 "Given the volatile environment in which we are working and the  level of violence that's prevailing still in this capital, we cannot but  take the appropriate measures," said Nada Doumani,  spokeswoman for ICRC. 

                 "However, we remain committed to staying in Iraq. We are  working on ways to continue to operate in a different way." 

                 ICRC works on a variety of projects including visiting those  detained by American forces, helping families to trace missing   members and providing supplies for hospitals. 

                 But now their headquarters in Baghdad - normally thronging with  crowds of Iraqis hoping to use their services - are closed to the  public during the re-organisation. 

                 Nada Doumani said it was heartbreaking for many of the staff to  leave - but they hoped to resume operations as quickly as   possible. 

                 Present danger 

                 In July, a Sri Lankan member of the ICRC was killed south of  Baghdad. 

                 The massive bomb attack at the United Nations headquarters is  seen as a warning that any future attack would be on a far  greater scale. 

                 Staff are back at work at the United Nations headquarters at  Canal Hotel - in tents and containers in the grounds. 

                 Although some staff have left, about 100 international members   remain. 

                 A UN security team has arrived in Baghdad to investigate how the   attack happened and look at new security measures. 

                 UN staff say it has been difficult getting their programmes up and   running again while dealing with the grief of losing so many  colleagues. 

                 "We will continue to try and do our utmost to make sure that   programmes like vaccinations and tankering of water to  vulnerable populations continues," said Geoff Keele, spokesman   for the UN Children's Fund, Unicef. 

                 "We work a lot through Iraqi institutions like the Baghdad water   authority and at a time like this we really have to rely on our  partners, the Iraqis themselves, to ensure that the work  continues." 

                 Impact on civilians 
                 Most aid agencies are now reluctant to talk publicly about their  fears - worried that publicity could result in them being targeted. 

                 Some have already evacuated  international staff - others are  still considering their next move. 

                 Their work covers a vast range of   areas - and any reduction in the   programmes will have a major

impact on the most vulnerable   civilians. 

                 Aid officials say one of the main   problems is they have no idea   who could be behind the attacks

and the threats. 

                 This means there is no group to negotiate with about ensuring   their safety. 

                 And apart from the threat of deliberate attacks, they, like all    Iraqis, have to contend with the lack of law and order and easy  availability of weapons which makes it risky to travel along many  roads or to go out after dark. 

                 The aid workers are committed to helping the people - but first   they say they need to know their staff will be safe - and at the   moment no one can guarantee that. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Guardian 

Red Cross cuts staff as clashes   spread 

                                    Infighting among Shias and between Kurds and  Turkomans is undermining international efforts to rebuild   Iraq 

                                    The US-led coalition in Iraq, beset by deadly guerrilla attacks, is   facing an ominous flare-up in violence following clashes between  Turkomans and Kurds in the north and an attempt to                     assassinate a prominent Shia cleric in the south. 

                                    Security concerns also prompted the International Committee of   the Red Cross (ICRC) to remove some of its personnel from the  country yesterday. 

                                    Thousands of Shias marched through the streets of the holy city    of Najaf yesterday during the funerals of three bodyguards killed  in a bomb attack on Mohammed Saeed al-Hakim. Some                         supporters of Ayatollah Hakim, who suffered light wounds in the  attack, blamed the incident on followers of Muqtada al-Sadr, a  rival leader vying to become the unchallenged leader of the Shia  opposition. 

                                    Others said the attack was aimed at the Supreme Council for   the Islamic Revolution in Iraq, one of Iraq's main Shia groups,   which has been vilified for cooperating with the coalition's                            provisional authority. 

                                    Ayatollah Hakim is an uncle of the council's leader, Mohammed   Baqer al-Hakim. 

                                    Mr Sadr has condemned the occupation of Iraq and refused to   join the Iraqi governing council. 

                                    "This was Muqtada al-Sadr. His people did it," said Muslim   Raadi, 60, who was part of the angry crowd of at least 2,000  people which marched behind the three wooden coffins. 

                                    "Now there will be revenge. The only way to stop this is for the  people of Najaf to stop it. We will have to form our own militia,"   he said. 

                                    The bombing took place near the Imam Ali mosque, which   contains the tomb of Ali, a cousin of the Prophet Mohammed.  Ten people were wounded in the attack, which ripped a hole                      through the wall of Ayatollah Hakim's office. 

                                    Meanwhile 12 people were killed over the weekend in clashes  between Kurds and Turkomans in and around the city of Kirkuk.  Both groups have been competing for power in the city since the

downfall of Saddam Hussein. 

                                    A Turkoman leader accused the US of failing to protect his  community and called on Turkey to send troops to help restore  order. 

                                    "The United States pledged to bring peace and democracy to   Iraq... [but] we see that the Turkmans have been ignored and  that peace has not been established," said Ahmet Muratli,  Ankara representative of the Iraqi Turkmen Front. 

                                    Turkey is considering America's request for it to contribute   troops to Iraq. Turkish public opinion opposes any involvement,  but the government wants to repair ties with Washington, damaged by Ankara's refusal to allow US troops to attack Iraq  from its territory. 

                                    Mr Muratli was in no doubt about what should happen next. "We   regard the dispatch of Turkish troops to Iraq as appropriate. This   is the only way peace and order can be ensured in Iraq," he                            said. 

                                    The unrest underscores the task faced by the coalition in    knitting postwar Iraq into a unitary state. 

                                    Meanwhile, a spokeswoman for the ICRC in Baghdad said the  organisation had gradually been cutting back the size of its staff  since a Sri Lankan aid worker was killed in an attack on a  convoy south of Baghdad on July 22. 

                                    Nada Doumani said the ICRC would maintain about 50 workers  in the country, but declined to give specific numbers of those  being withdrawn from Iraq. "We are concerned about the   security of the staff working with us and the people who come to  visit us," she said. 

                                    "It seems some groups are not willing to let us work normally,"    she added. She said the agency had received warnings that it   could be a target but said the threat was not specific. 

                                    In Tikrit, Saddam's hometown, American forces captured seven  men yesterday during a series of raids targeting members of the  Fedayeen Saddam militia. 

                                    Two were suspected of being loyalists of the deposed regime.  The other five were believed to be responsible for attacks on  American troops.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Business Day (Johannesburg)

Transfrontier Parks Restore Lost Spiritual Connection

August 22, 2003 

Saliem Fakir, Johannesburg 

Communities divided arbitrarily from each other in the past will be among the beneficiaries of new approach 

A THRONG of international delegates will deliberate on the future of many things related to protected areas and people at the World Parks Congress to be held in Durban next month.

One particular theme to receive considerable attention is the issue of transfrontier conservation areas, or what elsewhere are also called peace parks. Once a patchwork of protected areas lining the borders of southern

African states, conservation areas are being knitted together as one landscape, through fencing and the closure of borders.

Peace parks will be like the conservation parks we are used to, with animals in and people out. But they will dwarf a normal park.

The vast tracts of land being fenced off have been a source of spiritual connection, kinship links, mixing of different people across borders, and agroclimatic conditions that were breeding places of unique repositories of

human culture and history.

One need only consider the Kalaghadi, the recently signed Ais-Ais treaty between SA and Namibia, and Greater Limpopo Transfrontier Park, which were the pathways where different people of a varying ethnic and linguistic

backgrounds met. These pathways, where different people interfaced and which hold dear memories, are about to be effaced by the new icons of conservation.

In addition, a range of dependencies has developed from the use of natural resources by rural communities living adjacent to or within demarcated transfrontier conservation areas. These dependencies are important safety

nets and means of livelihood for those who live between cash and noncash-based economies.

In times of great economic upheaval unfavourable trade, high inflation, unemployment and lack of investment in the formal economy poor people become wholly dependent for survival on what little they can get from natural resources and available work opportunities, as the luxury of remittances or state grants and social welfare schemes are eroded because of gloomy economic prospects.

The closest comparison of the effects of transfrontier conservation areas on local economies, people, regions and perhaps states, is that of large dams.

While certainly with transfrontier conservation areas one will see more ecological benefits (even this is disputed by some), on the socioeconomic scorecard they are likely to fall miserably lower on development

effectiveness than dams.

The comparison with large dams is apt, as transfrontier conservation areas by their nature have to command large tracts of land if they are to be successful. The shift from one landuse type to another holds certain opportunity cost for a range of potential investors and users. This is not without pain and risk to poor people who in general bear the largest nonbeneficial burden of protected areas.

To take the example of Gonarezhou (Zimbabwe-Mozambique), people will have to be relocated to make way for fences and animals. Not only are people being displaced, but so are long-established networks and forms of

adaptive organisational capacity, and access to a range of natural resources from which livelihoods and welfare are secured. This entire edifice of livelihood is dislodged, and often not quantified or spoken about by development practitioners and promoters of transfrontier conservation areas. This is so because practitioners focus on physical assets, not "soft" assets.

Rural communities that have been displaced are given less secure forms of livelihood often a paltry handout from donor funds or a promised Eden from ecotourism. Seldom are these options really viable economically, as

often they are mere mirages to silence the rumbling discontent of the victims of development speak.

A simple back-of-the-matchbox calculation will show that the compensation that can be offered to displaced people cannot match the assets that have been built up over generations.

"Soft" assets that are discounted the most are: social capital, customary rights or informal rights over resources, institutional capacity, knowledge and systems of production. In cases where people are not being displaced

other things stand to be lost. These include the historical rights of access to resources such as water, wild foods, medicinal plants, land for grazing and cross-border trade and migration. Also, residents may face costs not

incurred before, such as for special veterinary precautions to avoid the spread of diseases such as bovine TB from cattle to wildlife.

Loss of income or livelihood can also result from cross-border hassles through stricter border controls that will limit informal trade and barter.

If large dams are an apt comparison, then transfrontier conservation area stalwarts would do a lot better if they were to study the World Commission report on dams. The report takes a rights-based approach to development,

and focuses on defining a matrix to assess peace parks' development effectiveness.

At present, neither a rights-based approach nor a development effectiveness scorecard to measure the performance of transfrontier conservation areas has been established. The scorecard would allow a development effectiveness index to be generated for peace parks.

Factors that need to be measured are the very promises and values upon which the areas are built. They are: ecological, local economic development, cultural, organisational, peace and security. Developing a model of development effectiveness for transfrontier conservation areas increases levels of transparency, accountability, and provides a better measure of the value of the investment.

It also allows a sounder sampling of risk, rather than the random and idealised ramblings of proponents. It allows a more robust cost benefit for such conservation areas to be formulated in the current cloud of one-sided statements of benefits by proponents.

For now, transfrontier conservation areas exist on the pedestal of iconic imagination and political goodwill in some quarters. They will soon have to show more than a golden nameplate of a prominent patron.

For peace parks to achieve appropriate development they cannot rely on paltry promises. They must complement and support marginal people against risk and vulnerability from insecure economic and political environments. Both the envisaged displacement and further curbs on those reliant on natural resources stand to be worsened by often dismissive attitudes towards communities.

The adaptive strategies of the poor come about only through building strong local institutions and capacity to deal with and negotiate through conflicts over rights and benefits. Secondly, development with integrity and meaning is that which focuses on nurturing local entrepreneurial capacity and ingenuity.

This is more lasting than bold pledges and irresponsibly dangling cash from donors and investors. Sustainability has never been fulfilled by external welfare-based models of development, but rather by self-motivation, confidence and having the capacity to take care of one's self by participating freely in public life and seeking opportunity.

If we are to learn anything from large dams, it is that development that is not well managed leads to more inequity, and irreparable social damage.  Peace parks, rather than being a source of peace, can easily be

transformed into icons of social discontent.

Fakir is director of the World Conservation Union (IUCN-SA). 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Security tightened after Bombay attacks

                 India has stepped up security  after two bomb attacks in the   heart of its commercial capital                 which killed at least 46 people. 

                 Police have been put on alert  around airports, railway stations   and religious building as                 investigations got under way into  who was responsible for the  deadly blasts in the city of   Bombay. 

                 Leaders from around the world have condemned the two attacks   which were detonated almost simultaneously - one at the city's   famous Gateway of India monument, the other near a temple. 

                 Nobody has claimed responsibility for the explosions, which   caused around 150 casualties, but Indian officials and politicians   have suggested a banned Islamic students group may have been  involved, along with a Pakistan-backed Kashmiri militant group. 

                 The BBC's Frances Harrison, in Bombay, said small groups of  people have started coming to the bomb sites to pay homage to  the dead. 

                 'Tourists sought' 

                 There have now been six bomb blasts in this city, also known as   Mumbai, in as many months and the reaction is shock, our  correspondent said. 

                 Reports say the police are now searching for a family of tourists   who are thought to have hired one of the taxis which exploded. 

                 Pakistan moved quickly to condemn the blasts, attacking the "wanton targeting of civilians". 

                 Correspondents say the Indian Government has blamed  Pakistan-based groups for recent bomb attacks, but given efforts  to improve relations between the two countries there has been    no finger-pointing yet. 

                 The Pakistan Government  described Monday's bomb blasts   as acts of terror. 

                 Hafiz Hussain Ahmed, the  parliamentary leader of an  alliance of radical Islamic parties  in Pakistan, said the attacks  were a tragedy. 

                 He said no religion allowed the killing of innocent people. 

                 Bombay Police Commissioner R S Sharma said he believed that   Lashkar-e-Toiba, a Pakistan-based Islamist militant group, was  responsible for the two explosions. 

                 He said it was still too early to say much but he believed the   same group was involved in the blasts in the city in December  2002 and January and March this year. 

                 "I personally feel the same Lashkar-e-Toiba group is involved in   this," he said. "But it is very difficult to say at this stage. We have   certain very vital clues, vital clues on which we are working." 

                 'Despicable' 

                 India's deputy prime minister Lal Krishna Advani said that the   Students Islamic Movement of India (Simi), acting with the  support of Lashkar-e-Toiba, was to blame for a string of other   attacks in Bombay in recent months. 

                 "Earlier these blasts were in   buses and in almost all cases   the organisation involved has                been Simi and acting in  conjunction with Lashkar   e-Toiba," he said. 

                 Lashkar-e-Toiba is one of the   two Pakistani rebel groups that   Delhi blames for the December

                 2001 militant attack on its   parliament which left 15 people  dead, including five attackers. 

                 The United Nations   secretary-general, Kofi Annan,   described Monday's attacks as             despicable. 

                 The European Union foreign policy chief, Javier Solana, said there  could be no justification for such acts, while the US State  Department said the bombings were senseless and cowardly. 

                 US State Department spokesman Philip Reeker said: "The United  States condemns the senseless and cowardly terrorist attacks in   Mumbai, India. We hope that the perpetrators will be quickly   identified and brought to justice." 

                 The BBC's Frances Harrison said there was increased security in   the city, forensics experts had been called in and police were on  high alert in sensitive areas such as railways stations, religious  places and public areas. 

                 She said while many local papers had graphic headlines and   horrific eyewitness accounts, the economic papers talk about how  the attacks may rock business confidence. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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Klaus Toepfer:

Poverty Is the Most Toxic Element'
By Felipe Jaime Vázquez*
International trade and the environment are closely related, evidenced by rich countries' high subsidies for agriculture, says Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the United Nations Environment Program, in an exclusive dialogue with Tierramérica.
MEXICO CITY - International trade should contribute to development and the elimination of poverty, and the upcoming World Trade Organization ministerial conference should express a spirit of cooperation between industrialized and developing countries, says Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP).

Trade and the environment are profoundly linked, as proved by the perverse distortions caused by the high subsidies rich countries grant agriculture and fisheries, Toepfer said in a dialogue with Tierramérica.

At the helm of the UNEP since 1998, Toepfer previously enjoyed an extensive academic and political career in his native Germany, where he served as federal minister of environment, nature conservation and nuclear safety from 1987 to 1994.

- The environment is among the key issues at the WTO. What can be achieved at the fifth ministerial conference to be held in the Mexican resort city of Cancun in September? 
- The most toxic element for the environment is poverty. Our major objective with regard to the WTO is for trade to serve as a way to achieve development and to eliminate poverty. There is a very specific relationship between the environment and trade. If we look at the situation of subsidies in the developed countries, particularly in the agricultural and fishing sector, we can see that it turns into a somewhat perverse relationship. One of the first initiatives would be to reduce or eliminate them. We also note the profound relationship between trade and the various multilateral environmental agreements, for example, those for protecting the ozone layer or about toxic waste, or the agreements related to climate change. We must be realistic. We know that all countries must contribute, developed and developing countries alike, in order to end poverty and to ensure that trade is a positive factor. That would be a realistic form of optimism.

- What significance does Europe's decision to open its markets to transgenic products have? 
- The United Nations did not want to intervene in the dispute between the United States and the European Union about genetically modified organisms. But I am convinced that we made a big contribution to the matter by negotiating the Cartagena Protocol, which enters into force in September and will serve to protect biodiversity and specifically address the safe management of genetically modified organisms.

- Do you think the recent heat wave in Europe could be related to global warming?
- Climate change is not some kind of weather forecast, it is something we are already experiencing. It is not a thing of the future. We have sufficient scientific data on indicators that climate change is already here. It is difficult to establish a linear relationship between an extreme climate phenomenon and climate change. But these phenomena are occurring with increasing frequency, and the heat wave in Europe could be related to climate change, as could the floods of last summer. We must take action in two directions: mitigate or reduce greenhouse gases like carbon dioxide and find ways to adapt to these changes. The Kyoto Protocol, which seeks to curb greenhouse gas emissions, is of vital importance. We know that the United States has refused to ratify it, and Russia has not yet done so. But President Vladimir Putin has expressed willingness, and the Russian ratification is expected this year.

- What is your perception of the environmental situation in Iraq following the U.S. invasion and military occupation?
- UNEP conducted an evaluation prior to the war, in February and March, regarding the environmental situation in Iraq over the last 20 years. We are talking about a country whose environment has been devastated since the war with Iran, in the 1980s, then came the Gulf War in 1991, in addition to the poor environmental management by the Saddam Hussein government. Today there are three UNEP officials in Baghdad who are preparing an analysis about the impacts of the latest war, a field study that will compare them with the previously evaluated areas. We hope to conduct a study as soon as possible about the environmental impacts of the weapons used in the war.

End.

_______________________________________________________
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M O N D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
Iraq

*
UN aid agencies in Baghdad resume some work for first time since bomb blast

*
Annan says UN withdrawal after terrorist attack not an option

*
At envoy’s wake, Annan vows UN will complete mission

Other news

*
UN envoy condemns Israel’s extra-judicial assassinations

*
Annan denounces terrorist bomb attack in Mumbai, India

*
Liberia: UN envoy begins regional swing to rally support for peace process

*
UN agency signs new anti-narcotics agreement with Afghanistan

*
New UN-backed peace commission in Afghanistan to help settle local disputes


*
UN agency joins Mongolia's efforts to safeguard vast, unique environments

*
Outbreak in British Columbia, Canada, is not linked to SARS – WHO

*
UN meeting on landlocked countries set to kick-off in Kazakhstan

* * * * 

Iraq: humanitarian

25 August – United Nations humanitarian agencies in Iraq resumed some of their emergency work in Baghdad over the weekend for the first time since a massive truck bomb destroyed the UN headquarters there last Tuesday, killing top envoy Sergio Vieira de Mello and 22 others, and injuring scores more.

Workers from both the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and the World Health Organization (WHO) are back in hospitals, while the World Food Programme (WFP) has resumed its work with the Public Distribution System.

In Amman, Jordan, the Administrator of the UN Development Programme (UNDP) Mark Malloch Brown, today met with some 120 UN staff temporarily relocated from Baghdad and visited seven injured staff members in a hospital.

Mr. Malloch Brown also thanked Jordanian Foreign Minister Marwan Mouasher for his country’s help in receiving injured and other relocated staff.

* * *
Iraq

24 August – Vowing not to let terrorists dictate United Nations policy, Secretary-General Kofi Annan today again reiterated that withdrawing the UN mission in Iraq following the massive truck-bomb attack that killed his top envoy and 22 other people in Baghdad last week is out of the question.

He said he was “intimately involved” in discussions at the UN and in foreign capitals on whether the United States-led coalition forces in Iraq would be transformed into a UN-mandated multinational force, allowing other countries to participate, internationalizing the effort, and also letting the world body play a greater role. But it would take time for these discussions to come to a conclusion.
“The option of withdrawing is not something we can consider,” Mr. Annan told reporters before boarding his plane in Rio de Janeiro for New York. He was in Rio to attend memorial services for Sergio Vieira de Mello, his Special Representative for Iraq and the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights.

“The people of Iraq need us; they want us to stay. And the fanatics and the violent people who took Sergio and Nadia (Younes), Rick Hooper and other colleagues from us are not going to dictate what happens in Iraq,” he said, referring to some of the other UN officials killed in Tuesday’s blast.

The people of Brazil have lost a great son, he added, “but you do not mourn him alone. We've also lost a great colleague and for me personally, a very close friend, who was more like a brother.”

The UN said that as of noon Saturday, the death toll in the blast, which destroyed the Canal Hotel in Baghdad where the UN was headquartered, was 23. Killed with Mr. Vieira de Mello was his Chief of Staff, Ms. Younes, a national of Egypt who had worked previously at the UN World Health Organization (WHO) as Executive Director in charge of External Relations and Governing Bodies.

Ms. Younes was a former UN Chief of Protocol, a job she assumed in 1998 but left briefly, from July 1999 to January 2001, to serve with the UN Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK), where she was in charge of the information and communication office in the Cabinet of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General, Bernard Kouchner.

Prior to that, she headed the Media Division in the UN Department of Public Information (DPI). She began her UN career in 1970 in the Office of General Services, and served with DPI in various capacities since 1974, initially as a press officer. In 1987 she became the Spokeswoman for the President of the General Assembly, and from the following year until 1993 she was Deputy Spokeswoman for the Secretary-General. She left that post to become the Director of the UN Information Centre in Rome.

Two others working directly for Mr. Vieira de Mello were also confirmed dead: Jean-Selim Kanaan of Egypt and Fiona Watson of the United Kingdom.

Also dead were five people working in the UN Office for the Humanitarian Coordinator in Iraq: Reham Al-Farra of Jordan, Alyawi Bassem of Iraq, Ranillo Buenaventura of the Philippines, Reza Hosseini of Iran and Martha Teas of the United States.

Rick Hooper, another US national who was serving with the Department of Political Affairs, also was killed. Others confirmed dead were Chris Klein-Beekman of Canada, who worked for the UN Children's Fund (UNICEF), and Ihsan Taha Husein of Iraq, a staff member of the UN Office for Project Services.

* * *

Iraq

23 August – Secretary-General Kofi Annan today paid tribute to his envoy for Iraq, Sergio Vieira de Mello, who was killed in a massive terrorist bombing earlier this week, by vowing to honour his dying wish that the United Nations complete its mission in the war-ravaged nation.

“His work there is left unfinished, but, please God, we shall complete it,” the Secretary-General said at the wake for the 55-year-old Brazilian diplomat, who was murdered along with more than 20 others when a truck bomb exploded Tuesday outside the UN’s headquarters at the Canal Hotel in Baghdad.

As Mr. Vieira de Mello lay dying under the rubble of the devastated UN office, the envoy told a rescue worker, “Don’t let them pull the mission out.”

Addressing the ceremonies in Mr. Vieira de Mello’s hometown of Rio de Janeiro, Mr. Annan said that “Sergio, who has given his life in that cause, [should] find a fitting memorial in a free and sovereign Iraq.”

The Secretary-General adamantly denounced the atrocious tactics of the terrorists who had deliberately targeted the UN. “We cannot accept that Sergio had to die at this time, in this way, or that anything good can come of it,” he said. “We cannot accept that all his brilliance, his energy, his devotion to his staff and his loyalty to the ideals of the United Nations, have been so abruptly taken from us.”

“Indeed,” Mr. Annan emphasized, “we can imagine nothing more cruel, or pointless, or unjust.”

Alluding to the late envoy’s globe-spanning career, Mr. Annan said, “The people of Mozambique, of Lebanon, of Cambodia, of Bosnia and Herzegovina, of the Congo, of Kosovo – of many countries, on almost every continent, and perhaps most of all the people of Timor-Leste – will remember him as one who was there to help them in their hour of greatest need, to relieve human suffering and to champion human rights.” He added that the people of Iraq, too, would look back on Mr. Vieira de Mello with gratitude.

In an emotional closing, the Secretary-General addressed his late colleague directly. “Sergio, my friend, you have entered that Pantheon of heroes that the United Nations wishes it did not have,” he said. “You will shine forever among our brightest stars.”

Mr. Annan then wished for Mr. Vieira de Mello to enjoy the noble ideal he had given his life for: “May you rest in peace.”

On his arrival earlier Saturday in Rio de Janeiro, the Secretary-General told reporters at the airport that he had come “to mourn a close friend and colleague, a man of peace, a man who had given so much to the world and yet has been taken from us in such a senseless, savage way.” The people of Brazil, he added, “should rightly be proud of him for what he has achieved in his short life.”

Mr. Annan also vowed to continue the work that Mr. Vieira de Mello had begun. “I think that’s the best way to honour his memory and what he stood for, and he himself wouldn’t want it any other way,” he said. “His memory should inspire us to carry on.”

In response to questions, the Secretary-General affirmed that the United Nations would continue its presence in Iraq. “Obviously, we’ll take strict security measures to protect our staff, but we will continue,” he said.

At the time of his death, Mr. Vieira de Mello was also the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights. Before that, he was the UN Transitional Administrator in East Timor, helping to guide the world’s newest nation during its transition to independence. Prior to that, he briefly was the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Kosovo, following an 18-month stint at UN Headquarters in New York as Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator.

Mr. Vieira de Mello spent the bulk of his career in service with the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees, which he joined in 1969, culminating in his appointment as Assistant High Commissioner for Refugees in January 1996.

His experience spanned the globe, including in Bangladesh, Sudan, Cyprus, Mozambique, Peru and Lebanon. Mr. Vieira de Mello also served as Special Envoy for the UN High Commissioner for Refugees for Cambodia, Director of Repatriation for the UN Transitional Authority in Cambodia, Head of Civil Affairs of the UN Protection Force in the former Yugoslavia, as well as UN Humanitarian Coordinator for the Great Lakes region of Africa.

Mr. Vieira de Mello is survived by his wife, Annie, and two sons, Adrian and Laurent.

* * *

Middle East

25 August – The senior United Nations envoy for the Middle East, Terje Roed- Larsen, today condemned Israel’s extra-judicial assassination on Sunday of four Palestinians, when helicopter gun-ships fired missiles into a car in Gaza City, reportedly killing a Hamas militant and three Islamic University students.

Mr. Roed- Larsen, the UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process, reiterated the world body’s consistent and vocal opposition to such assassinations.

Israel clearly has a right to live in peace and security, Mr. Roed-Larsen said in a statement, but no country can resort to these extra-judicial measures.

He urged all parties to halt violent actions and immediately re-engage in a constructive process toward peace, as outlined in the Road Map, the plan drawn up by the UN, United States, European Union and Russian Federation that calls for Israel and the Palestinians to take a series of parallel and reciprocal steps culminating in the achievement of two states living side by side in peace by 2005.
The Acting High Commissioner for Human Rights, Bertrand Ramcharan, has also condemned acts of violence by both the Israeli and Palestinian sides over the past week and appealed to all parties to refrain from any further violence and to do their utmost to control those who commit terrorist acts against civilians or engage in the disproportionate use of force.

Mr. Ramcharan called last week’s Palestinian suicide bombing in Jerusalem, which killed 20 people, “senseless and repulsive violence” but also referred to subsequent Israeli military operations and extra-judicial killings.

“Such acts of violence on both sides are severe and unacceptable breaches of the truce agreed upon by the Palestinian Authority and Israel and work against all efforts carried out so far within the Road Map process to achieve a just and sustainable peace in the region,” he said in a statement.

* * *
India

25 August – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today denounced the terrorist bomb attacks in Mumbai, India, which killed more than 40 peopled and injured many more.

A statement issued by a spokesman for the Secretary-General said Mr. Annan “utterly condemns” the attacks and that he is “adamantly opposed to all acts of terrorism, from whatever quarter.”

The statement also conveyed Mr. Annan’s condolences to the Government of India and the bereaved families of the victims.

* * *
Liberia

25 August – Kicking off a round of regional visits, the United Nations envoy for Liberia has stressed the international community’s responsibility to help the promising political changes take hold.

Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative for Liberia, Jacques Klein, met today in Freetown, Sierra Leone, with President Ahmed Tejan Kabbah and Vice President Solomon Berewah to discuss the re-opening of the road between Liberia and Sierra Leone to enable trucks to be driven into the war-torn country.

The meeting was the first in a planned series of visits to discuss the situation in Liberia with West African leaders. Upon his arrival in Sierra Leone yesterday, Mr. Klein told reporters that it was the responsibility of the international community to “make Liberia work.” A failed Liberia, he added, “will spell disaster for Sierra Leone and the sub-region.”
Mr. Klein added that he was “working well” with Liberian President Moses Blah and that he hoped that the in-coming administration would live up to his expectations. Mr. Blah is expected to hand power over to Gyudeh Bryant, the 54-year-old businessman who was picked last week by warring factions and civil society to head an interim administration.

At the same time, Mr. Klein decried the fighting that has erupted in some parts of Liberia, saying, “this will go on until sufficient UN troops are on the ground. When they know we have more guns than they do, they will stop.” Some of the fighters are giving peace a chance while others are elusive, he noted, but stressed, “I am sure we will be able to do a good job in Liberia.” The envoy said he would return to New York within the next two weeks to present his assessment report to the Security Council on the requirements for a UN peacekeeping mission in Liberia.

Also today, Mr. Klein met with David Crane, Prosecutor of the Special Court for Sierra Leone, which has indicted exiled Liberian President Charles Taylor for war crimes committed during Sierra Leone's bloody 10-year civil war. Tomorrow, Mr. Klein expects to travel to Conakry, Guinea, to meet with senior officials there.

Meanwhile in Liberia itself, the UN World Food Programme (WFP) continued food distribution over the weekend and said that an estimated 122,000 people have now been reached throughout the capital, Monrovia. The agency also succeeded in providing food to sites for internally displaced persons (IDPs) in Sinkor, Newport St. and Capital Bypass.

The office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) distributed non-food items in Monrovia, including 1,000 plastic sheets. It also said that 154 Sierra Leonean refugees left Liberia over the weekend to return home.

Yesterday, an initial assessment of camps for IDPs took place in Montserrado, 15 kilometres outside of Monrovia. Conditions are reportedly poor in terms of food and other supplies. Another assessment mission is scheduled for today. A separate survey team travelled to Bong County to examine the camps for internally displaced persons there.

* * *
Afghanistan

25 August – With Afghanistan listed as a key producer of opium, the United Nations anti-narcotics agency has added a new agreement to its largely expanded portfolio of 20 projects, worth $38 million, in the fight against illicit drugs in the central Asian country.

“This is only the latest step in continuous efforts to assist Afghanistan in creating conditions for effective drug control,” the Executive Director of the UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), Antonio Maria Costa, said yesterday in the Afghan capital of Kabul after signing the agreement to help establish a new drug interdiction department within the Interior Ministry.

“Major progress has been made recently with the creation of a new Counter-Narcotics Directorate (CND) and the adoption of a National Drug Control Strategy. Now we need to increase international assistance to help the country strengthen its capacity to enforce the law and help Afghan farmers to develop a sustainable alternative livelihood,” Mr. Costa added.

During his weeklong visit, Mr. Costa is discussing ways UNODC can best contribute to the effort to counter narcotics. On Sunday, President Hamid Karzai reiterated to Mr. Costa his commitment to enforcing drug controls, including eradication of opium poppy fields and destruction of illicit drugs-processing laboratories.

The two agreed on the need for the international community, including major development institutions, to help Afghan farmers not only to grow commercial crops, but also develop the infrastructure in the largely poor rural areas of the country.

UNODC’s annual opium survey for 2002 said Afghanistan remained a key producer of the world’s opium, not because of the failure of the Afghan authorities or of international efforts to assist them but because of the power vacuum after the Taliban regime was overthrown in 2001, which enabled farmers to replant opium poppy.

By the time the Afghan Interim Administration was established and banned illicit cultivation, most of the opium poppy fields had already begun to sprout, the report added.

UNODC projects cover four major areas: monitoring, to provide the most reliable estimates of cultivation trends in order to develop knowledge-based policies; prevention, to develop the judicial system and law enforcement; demand reduction, to help address the increasing internal drug abuse problem; and alternative development, involving direct assistance to the communities dependent on opium cultivation.

Meanwhile, another UN agency is helping Afghanistan reduce its maternal mortality rates, one of the highest in the world with an estimated 1,600 deaths per 100,000 live births.

With support from the UN Population Fund (UNFPA), non-governmental organizations are building clinics and training staff to serve rural communities with no medical care, the agency said in a special report. Health authorities are developing strategies for reducing maternal mortality. And census teams are counting people in remote villages, in the first attempt in a quarter century to learn the actual size and distribution of the population – a key step in planning the country’s political and economic future.

“We have to assist the government in providing antenatal, assisted delivery and postnatal care, in delivering supplies and commodities, and in improving information an education to the people,” said Maria Pia Dradi, UNFPA’s Chief of Operations in Afghanistan.

* * *

Afghanistan

24 August – The United Nations is backing a peace commission in northern Afghanistan that is bringing together members of different factions in a bid to resolve conflicts without violence, a UN spokesman said today in the Afghan capital, Kabul.

The new panel, situated in Faryab Province, includes representatives of area authorities as well as the major factions – Jamiat and Jumbesh – and has already managed to settle a dispute between two of their respective local commanders, according to spokesman Manoel de Almeida e Silva. “It confirmed that there was no fighting in the area as had allegedly been reported but at the same time succeeded in calming down the situation between the two commanders which could have escalated into something bigger.”

The dispute arose from tensions caused when two commanders were competing for territorial control. “The Commission met with both sides as well as village elders and managed to arbitrate an agreement on territory,” the spokesman reported.

The new Commission will meet weekly to address, mediate and resolve issues that have the potential to degenerate into fighting. “These tensions are generally caused by local commanders who are vying for more power and to extend their territory, control and influence,” Mr. de Almeida e Silva explained. “Conflicts can also erupt over disputes ranging from ownership or theft of livestock to annexation of land, extortion and illegal taxation.”

The spokesman also announced that key factional leaders – Gen. Abdul Rashid Dostum of Jumbesh, Gen. Ustad Atta Mohammad of Jamiat and Gen. Sardar Saidi of Hizb-e-Wahdat – are leading a delegation of the Security Commission of the North to continue a voluntary disarmament process in Sholgara. “There will be three collection points for weapons where the three leaders will be positioned to collect arms from their respective factions,” Mr. de Almeida e Silva said.

So far, the process has yielded 112 weapons, including light arms, mortars and heavy machine guns. The Commission also registered 169 small arms that were held by individuals for private purposes.

* * *

Mongolia

25 August – The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the Mongolian Government today signed an agreement to support sustainable development and environmental protection in the fabled Asian country.

The new framework agreement with Mongolia’s Ministry of Nature and Environment promises assistance by UNEP in environmental assessment and monitoring, the preparation of National Sustainable Development Strategies, programmes to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and use of ozone depleting substances, law and policy making, fund mobilization and international environmental negotiations.

Home to warlord Genghis Khan, whose 13th century empire stretched from the Mediterranean Sea to the Pacific Ocean, the landlocked nation’s unique and varied environments – including super-arid desert, moist taiga forest, rolling steppe grasslands and glaciated alpine peaks – provide refuge to some of the last populations of endangered snow leopard, Argali sheep, wild ass, saiga, bacterian camel and Gobi bear.

UNEP’s recent State of the Environment report shows that despite government efforts to formulate laws and policies to effectively manage natural resources, recent transitions to a market economy, along with rapid urbanization and industrialization, have accelerated risks to the environment. Some 70 per cent of pasturelands – used for livestock grazing and still the main livelihood for Mongolians – have been degraded, particularly around towns and cities, bringing erosion to thin soils and loss in plant diversity.

Mongolia's forests, which cover 10 per cent of its territory, have suffered from a decade of fragmented institutional responsibility, poor management and illegal cutting, according to UNEP. Declining forest cover and quality is causing flash floods, lowered groundwater, desertification and species loss. Air quality is also a significant problem in urban areas, particularly for the nearly 1 million residents of the capital, Ulaanbaatar, during winter.

The UNEP assessment recognizes that while environmental resources provide an important base for expanded economic opportunity through mining, forestry, farming and tourism, integrated national sustainable development policies and planning are desperately needed.

* * *

SARS

25 August – Following extensive investigations, the United Nations World Health Organization (WHO) today dispelled fears that an outbreak of respiratory illness in an aged care facility in Canada might be linked to the Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS).

“Clinically, the disease itself was strikingly different from the SARS outbreak in the spring,” WHO said in a press release. “The features of the current outbreak included a low case fatality, runny nose, lack of fever in most patients, and no SARS-like changes in the lung seen on X-ray.”

On 14 August, Canadian public health officials reported to WHO that an unidentified respiratory disease in a Surrey, British Columbia health care facility had infected 143 residents and staff. Some initial testing suggested the SARS coronavirus might have played a role.

WHO said it has now gathered, together with Canadian health authorities, enough evidence to conclude that the outbreak is not SARS. Analysis from laboratories in Canada and the United States did not confirm the initial concern that SARS had mutated into a milder disease.

“This outbreak has no international public health implications,” WHO stated, adding that sequencing of a portion of the virus causing the outbreak has led to the finding that it was not the SARS coronavirus but another human coronavirus known as OC43. This virus, which is also one of the causes of the common cold, has been associated with respiratory outbreaks in aged care facilities in other countries.

Canada continues to be a safe destination for travel and travellers from the country pose no exceptional SARS risk, WHO said.

* * *

Landlocked countries

25 August – Government ministers from around the world are set to meet this week in Almaty, Kazakhstan, for a United Nations conference aimed at seeking solutions to the special problems faced by countries without access to seaports.

The two-day International Ministerial Conference of Landlocked and Transit Developing Countries, opening Thursday, seeks to negotiate systematic improvements of those problems through cooperation with transit nations – those situated between landlocked countries and the seas ​– donors and multilateral agencies.

Conference deliberations are expected to focus on freedom of access to the seas, infrastructure development, efficiency of transport operations and international support measures. Countries will negotiate agreements on cutting red tape, time and costs in goods from landlocked nations reaching markets through transit access countries. 

According to UN officials, the results of the Almaty action plan will be monitored and evaluated through measurable criteria, such as reductions in costs and days it takes products from specific nations to reach deepwater ports. 

UN Under-Secretary-General Anwarul Chowdhury will lead the Almaty Conference. Kazakh President Nursultan Nazarbayev is expected to address the plenary on opening day.

* *** *

__________________________________________________________________________________________











25 August 2003

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Hua Jiang, Deputy Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon.

** Memorial Service for Sergio Vieira de Mello
The Secretary-General attended a memorial service in Brazil over the weekend for Sergio Vieira de Mello, his Special Representative for Iraq, who was killed last Tuesday in a bomb attack on the United Nations headquarters in Baghdad.

On arriving on Saturday, the Secretary-General met briefly with Brazilian President Luis Inácio Lula da Silva, with whom he discussed the deteriorating security situation in Iraq.  The Secretary-General also conveyed his condolences to the President for the deaths on Friday of 21 Brazilian technicians when a rocket designed to launch a communications satellite exploded during a test.  

The two then proceeded to Rio’s City Hall for the memorial service, where, surrounded by mourners, the Secretary-General spoke first, saying that Vieira 

de Mello’s work in Iraq should be completed.  “His dying wish was that the United Nations Mission there should not be pulled out.  Let us respect that”.  He concluded, “Sergio, my friend, you have entered that pantheon of the fallen heroes that the United Nations wishes it did not have.  You will shine forever among our brightest stars.  May you rest in peace”.

After the service, the Secretary-General met again with the Brazilian President, and they spoke about Vieira de Mello.  They also discussed the upcoming General Assembly session in September, at which Lula will be the opening speaker, and also mentioned ways to revive the Monterrey consensus on fighting poverty and to accelerate the efforts to achieve the Millennium Development Goals.  

On Saturday evening, the Secretary-General had a private dinner with Vieira de Mello’s family.  On Sunday afternoon, before departing for New York, where he returned early this morning, the Secretary-General described Sergio Vieira de Mello as someone who was “more like a brother” to him.

Asked about security measures in Iraq, he said that further measures will be taken to strengthen the security of United Nations personnel.  But he added, “The option of withdrawing is not something we can consider.  The people of Iraq need us; they want us to stay”.  Asked about the possibility of multilateral forces being sent to Iraq, he said that is an issue under discussion and added, “I’m intimately involved in these discussions, but it will take some time for us to come to conclusions”.  We have a transcript of that press encounter upstairs.


**Iraq

Over the weekend, the United Nations humanitarian agencies operating in Iraq resumed some of their emergency humanitarian work in Baghdad for the first time since last week’s bombing.  Staff from both the United Nations Children’s Fund and the World Health Organization are back doing work in hospitals.  The World Food Programme has resumed its work with its public distribution system.

On an administrative note, out on the racks is an exchange of letters between the Secretary-General and the President of the Security Council concerning the Secretary-General’s decision to appoint Ramiro Lopes da Silva as his Acting Special Representative in Baghdad.

**Memorial Mass
Here in New York, the Permanent Mission of Brazil to the United Nations is organizing a memorial mass in memory of Sergio Vieira de Mello.  The mass will be celebrated today at 6 p.m. at Saint Agnes Church, located at 141 East 43rd Street.

**Malloch Brown

United Nations Development Programme Administrator Mark Malloch Brown met with United Nations staff relocated from Baghdad in Amman, Jordan, today.  He visited seven injured staff members in an Amman hospital and met with about 

120 United Nations staff members who have been temporarily relocated from Baghdad.  He also thanked the Jordanian Foreign Minister, Marwan Mouasher, for Jordan’s help in receiving injured and other relocated United Nations staff members.  Malloch Brown will also meet with family members of those who lost their lives in last week's bombing.


**Middle East
The United Nations Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process, Terje Roed-Larsen, today issued a statement condemning Israel’s extrajudicial assassination yesterday of four Palestinians.  Helicopter gun-ships fired missiles into a car in Gaza City, reportedly killing a Hamas militant and three Islamic University students.  Roed-Larsen reiterated the United Nations consistent and vocal opposition to such assassinations.  He said that Israel clearly has a right to live in peace and security.  However, no country can resort to these extrajudicial measures. 

Roed-Larsen calls on all parties to halt violent actions and immediately re-engage in a constructive process toward peace, as outlined in the “Road Map”.


**Statement on Human Rights in Middle East

We also have upstairs a statement from the Acting High Commissioner for Human Rights, Bertrand Ramcharan, who says that the acts of violence by both the Israeli and Palestinian sides over the past week are unacceptable, and he appeals to all parties to refrain from any further acts of violence and to do their utmost to control those who commit terrorist acts against civilians or engage in the disproportionate use of force.


**Security Council


The Security Council Presidency informed us this morning that the open meeting that had been scheduled for 11:00 this morning, to consider a draft resolution on the protection of United Nations personnel, associated personnel and humanitarian personnel in conflict zones, has been rescheduled until tomorrow.  The time of the formal meeting will be determined later.

There are no Council meetings or consultations scheduled for today.  In addition to the open meeting on the draft resolution, the Council has scheduled consultations tomorrow on Liberia and Iraq.


**Liberia
The Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Liberia, Jacques Klein, met today in Freetown, the capital of Sierra Leone, with the country’s President, Ahmed Tejan Kabbah, and Vice President, Solomon Berewah, in what is planned to be a series of visits to regional capitals to discuss the situation in Liberia with West African leaders.  Klein also met today with the Prosecutor of the Special Court for Sierra Leone, David Crane.  Tomorrow, he expects to travel to Conakry, Guinea, to meet with senior officials there.

In Liberia itself, World Food Programme food distributions in Monrovia continued over the weekend; they have now reached over 122,000 people in the capital.  Over the weekend, they also succeeded in providing food to sites for internally displaced persons in Sinkor, Newport St. and Capital Bypass.  The office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), meanwhile, distributed non-food items in Monrovia over the weekend.

Yesterday, an initial assessment of camps for internally displaced persons took place in Montserrado, 15 kilometers outside of Monrovia.  Conditions are reportedly poor in terms of food and other supplies.  Another assessment mission is scheduled for today.  The assessment mission also traveled to Bong County today to examine the camps for internally displaced persons there. 


**Afghanistan
Antonio Maria Costa, Executive Director of the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, has begun a week-long visit to Afghanistan, where on Sunday he signed an agreement in Kabul with the Interior Minister to help establish a new drug interdiction department and to fund 20 projects, worth $38 million, to boost drug control in the country.

Late yesterday, Costa met with President Hamid Karzai, and they agreed on the need for the international community, including major development institutions, to help Afghan farmers to grow commercial crops and develop infrastructure in the poor rural areas of the country.

**Statement Attributable to the Spokesman
Now, I have just received a statement attributable to the Spokesman of the Secretary-General:

“The Secretary-General utterly condemns the terrorist bomb attacks in Mumbai, India, killing more than 40 innocent civilians and injuring many more.  He is adamantly opposed to all acts of terrorism, from whatever quarter.  The Secretary-General conveys his heartfelt condolences to the Government of India and to the bereaved families of the victims of these despicable acts of terrorism.” 


**UNFPA Report
The United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) has published a special report on its activities in Afghanistan for reducing maternal mortality.  Among other things, UNFPA has been developing strategies together with local health authorities to improve reproductive health facilities and is supporting NGOs in building clinics and training staff to serve rural communities with no medical care.  The report is available online and we have a press release with more details.
Questions and Answers
Question:  You mentioned 120 United Nations personnel relocated from Iraq to Amman.  Is that the sum total of the reduction?  Has anybody gone anywhere else?

Deputy Spokesman:  That is the number we’ve got today.  The number varies from day to day, but that’s the total number of people evacuated from Baghdad.
Question:  Which leaves how many in Iraq?

Deputy Spokesman:  About 200 international staff in Iraq.  As you may have heard last week, before the bombing, we had about 300 international staff in Baghdad and 646 people in the whole country.

Question:  Last week, at one point, people were given an option of leaving Iraq.  At that time, it was said that only two people had taken it.  So are these 120 people who have chosen to leave, or are those two different things?

Deputy Spokesman:  Those are two different things.  Those people who left are what we call non-essential staff.  They mainly deal with administrative work.  Those people left because their work can be done outside the country.  Those who have remained are the essential staff who have to be there to carry out emergency United Nations operations in the country.

Question:  So the number of people who have chosen to leave has gone from 2 to what –- where does that stand now?

Deputy Spokesman:  You mean the two who have left voluntarily?  Those things are different, as I have said.  These 120 are administrative personnel who really do not have to be in the country.  So the 200 who have stayed will have to be there to carry out the emergency work.

Question:  Is the Secretary-General back in New York?

Deputy Spokesman:  He is back in New York, and we are expecting him to come into the building some time this afternoon.

Question:  Does the Secretary-General see any progress in the attempts of reconciliation between the United States’ and European position on Iraq regarding giving additional authority to the United Nations?

Deputy Spokesman:  I think the Secretary-General has made his position very clear on several occasions last week.  He expressed hope that Member States of the Security Council would have further discussions on the issue.  However, he preferred them to have those discussions behind the doors, so he would not like to make any public comments at this stage about these discussions.  But he himself is very intimately involved in those discussions, as he said in Brazil when he attended the memorial service for Sergio. 

Question:  It has become obvious, as the Secretary-General has actually mentioned, that there is no reconciliation between the two sides and that as a result, there is not going to be a second resolution.  Is the Secretary-General then ready to move -- and how quickly  -- to reconsider the role of the United Nations in Iraq?

Deputy Spokesman:  We should not give up the hope yet.  The discussions are still ongoing, and so I would not draw any conclusions right now.

Question:  Is the Secretary-General going to Geneva for the funeral?

Deputy Spokesman:  There is no plan for him to go to Geneva as of now, but that might change in the course of the week.

Question:  Is the Secretary-General going to stop at the stakeout microphone on his way into the building today?

Deputy Spokesman:  We will try to talk to him to see whether he would like to speak to the press when he comes in this afternoon.

Question:  With expanded security activity here at Headquarters in New York, have there been any alerts of any kind?

Deputy Spokesman:  Not that I am aware of, but we will find out for you after the briefing.

Question:  Do you have any information about possible links between the Jordan bombing and the explosion at the United Nations headquarters?

Deputy Spokesman:  As you know, the investigation of the bombing is still ongoing, and before we see the full final report, we are not going to make any comment on that.

Question:  What is your estimate regarding the time when the Secretary-General will be entering the building?

Deputy Spokesman:  Some time after three o’clock.

Question:  What are the most significant activities that remain curtailed in Iraq?

Deputy Spokesman:  As I have just mentioned in the briefing, the UNICEF and WHO have come back to their work in Baghdad hospitals, so those are the main activities there.

Question:  What activities have been suspended in Iraq?

Deputy Spokesman:  Well, apart from what I have just mentioned, the activities of the WHO, UNICEF and also food distribution programmes -– other things I am not aware of, but we can find out for you.

Question:  Has the Secretary-General talked to any of the representatives of leaders of Germany, France and Russia regarding Iraq?

Deputy Spokesman:  He spoke to many world leaders last week after the bombing attack, but as far as I know, he has not spoken to anybody over the weekend while he was away on the trip to Brazil.

Question:  What about these particular nations that I mentioned?

Deputy Spokesman:  I need to find out whether he actually got in touch with these three countries.

Question:  Did the remaining 200 international personnel in Iraq move to a new headquarters?

Deputy Spokesman:  They have started using other United Nations agency offices.  Also, some of them have been working in tents, which have been set up temporarily.  We are looking for alternative offices for the moment.

Question:  Do you have any idea when the 120 staff will move back or be supplemented by people coming from New York or Geneva?

Deputy Spokesman:  The Secretariat sent out a security assessment team last week, and what will happen to the scale of operations and the number of personnel that we will allow to go back will depend on the results of that assessment.  So we will wait and see.

Question:  When are the results of that assessment to be expected?

Deputy Spokesman:  It depends on the complexity of the work there.

Question:  Anything to report on Liberia?

Deputy Spokesman:  Liberia is –- again, I have just mentioned what Jacques Klein has been doing in the country.  He has been talking with regional leaders, and the United Nations has been carrying out humanitarian operations there.  Apart from that, again, there is an assessment team in that country, too, to look at the security situation there, but the work has been fairly slow because of the security concerns and also some other logistical problems, like being short of transport, for example.

Question:  There are reports that Americans have gone back to their ship.  Is that a problem as far as security situation is concerned?

Deputy Spokesman:  Well, the Americans, as you know, in the past week have been in and out of the capital, but it’s their decision how to operate in the country, so I am not going to comment.

Question:  But does that affect the security situation for the United Nations?

Deputy Spokesman:  Again, I am not going to comment on that.  We will wait to see the results of the assessment team’s report.

Question:  How many United Nations staff have been injured in Iraq?

Deputy Spokesman:  We don’t have the precise figures yet.  As you know, the whole situation after the bombing attack was quite chaotic.  People have been sent out to different locations, different hospitals and even different countries for treatment.  It will take some time to locate all those people and come up with a precise figure, but so far we don’t have that yet.

Have a very good afternoon.

* *** *
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� HYPERLINK  \l "agency" ��UN News Centre - UN agency joins Mongolia's  efforts to safeguard vast, unique environments�


� HYPERLINK  \l "breaks" ��Hi Pakistan - Headline: Tasman Spirit breaks further; heavy oil spill   continues -- Detail Story�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Poverty" ��Tierramerica - 'Poverty Is the Most Toxic Element'�
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