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UN Wire

African And Asian Desertification Experts Meet
                            Desertification experts from Africa and Asia are meeting through Friday in Cotonou, Benin, to

exchange agroforestry and soil conservation techniques.

                            In the first collaboration on desertification between the two regions, representatives of 27 countries will   discuss how to select tree and shrub species that combat soil erosion and deforestation in arid lands   while creating moist microclimates.  The practice, called agroforestry, can also address poverty by

providing locals with the opportunity to make money in a sustainable manner. 

                            "Agroforestry practices not only promote revegetation in degraded land, but also provide economic    incentives by creating income-generating opportunities, thus contributing to poverty alleviation," said

Hama Arba Diallo, executive secretary of the U.N. Convention to Combat Desertification.

                            In that vein, U.N. Environment Program Global 500 Award winner Boureima Wankoye will relate his    experiences planting gum arabic in Niger for export to Europe.  Desertification is most severe in

Africa, where two-thirds of the continent is desert or dryland and much of the population is dependent

on natural resources, including wood for fuel (UNCCD release, June 20).

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters 

Fresh floods displace 50,000 people in   east India
INDIA: June 26, 2003

                PATNA, India - Flooded rivers inundated dozens of   villages and marooned about 50,000 people in the

eastern Indian state of Bihar while flood waters began  receding in neighbouring Bangladesh, officials said  yesterday. 

                About 50 villages in three districts of Bihar were submerged  in knee-deep water, forcing people to shift to higher ground,  Bihar's Water Resources Minister Jagdanand Singh told   Reuters.

                The densely populated eastern parts of India and  Bangladesh are regularly flooded during the monsoon

season that lasts from June to September as the Ganges  and Brahmaputra rivers and their tributaries overflow

because of torrential rains.

                About 400,000 people were displaced in India's   northeastern state of Assam earlier this month when about  100 tributaries of the Brahmaputra flooded villages, washed  away roads, bridges, rail lines and electricity poles.

                Five people have drowned in Bangladesh over the past week   because of floods and 20 fishermen, missing since  Saturday when four boats capsized in a storm, are   presumed dead.

                Authorities said flood waters had receded in Bangladesh's   southeastern and northern regions with little or no rain over   the past three days.

                Flooding on Hatiya island in the Bay of Bengal eased   further yesterday but thousands of people were still huddled   on a river embankment and many more remained   marooned, said district administrator Mustafa Kamal Hyder.

                The floods in the two countries follow an intense heat wave  that killed nearly 1,500 people in the region as  temperatures soared to 49 degrees Celsius (120  Fahrenheit) in some places.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

UN Wire

South American Countries To Track Chemical Emissions
 Representatives from nine South American countries, with the support of the United Nations, Brazil's

Environment Ministry and Canada, are meeting today and tomorrow in Sao Paulo to discuss national

tracking systems for chemical emissions.

                            National chemical inventories, which already exist in many Latin American countries, allow

governments, companies and civil society to know what happens to chemical substances from production to disposal, making it easier for those groups to know what needs to change in order to  decrease environmental pollution.

                            "The goal of the inventory is to follow the path of a toxic substance, whether it will be thrown away or   will be used again in another product," said Brazilian Secretary of Environmental Quality Marijane

Lisboa.  "The products are not only coming from industries, but also from sectors like agriculture and

transport."

                            According to Lisboa, the inventory is a powerful instrument in decreasing emissions because the

detailed information allows groups to pressure the government into making environmentally friendly policies.  Industries also benefit from the inventory because it gives them the opportunity to make technological changes to decrease pollution, showing they are engaged eco-friendly practices.

                            The nine countries -- Brazil, Peru, Venezuela, Argentina, Paraguay, Ecuador, Chile, Uruguay and  Colombia -- will have the opportunity to choose whether they want to require companies to register chemical substances used or make registration optional.  In the United States, for instance, companies can choose if they want to participate in the inventory or not.  Chemical emissions have reportedly declined 50 percent in the last five years.

                            The inventory in South America will start with the compilation of a small list of substances.  The first   phase of the project will take up to 18 months, Lisboa said (Maura Campanili, Agencia Estado, U.N.

Wire translation, June 24).

__________________________________________________________________________________________

UN Wire 

Bush, EU Spar Over Genetically Modified Foods
                            The European Union's 5-year-old ban on genetically modified foods is contributing to the starvation of    millions in Africa, U.S. President George W. Bush said yesterday during a biotechnology conference in  Washington.

                            According to Bush, the EU's ban on most modified foods is making African countries worried that if   they invest in biotechnology, their products will not be able to reach European markets.

                            "Acting on unfounded, unscientific fears, many European governments have blocked the import of all   new biotech crops," said Bush.  "For the sake of a continent threatened by famine, I urge the European

governments to end their opposition to biotechnology. We should encourage the spread of safe,                           effective biotechnology to win the fight against global hunger," he said.

                            The EU maintains that it has done nothing to discourage African countries from investing in genetically    modified foods, adding that the EU provides more aid to Africa than the United States does.

                            "The fact is that we in Europe have chosen to do some things differently from the United States," said     European Commission spokesman Reijo Kemppinen.  "As regards (GM crops), we simply believe that   it is better to be safe than sorry" (CNN.com, June 24).

                            Some developing countries are open to using genetically modified foods as a tool against hunger.  India,    for example, decided this month to feed "nutritionally enhanced" genetically modified potatoes to  children, and the country has also undertaken experiments with genetically modified cotton                           (Watson/Baldwin, London Times, June 24).

                            U.S. corn farms say the EU ban is costing them around $300 million in annual sales, and last week, the   Bush administration announced it will file a formal complaint with the World Trade Organization,

asking the agency to force the EU to end the ban.  An initial ruling is expected in about a year                            (CNN.com).

__________________________________________________________________________________________

THE DAILY TELEGRAPH(LONDON)

June 23, 2003, Monday

HEADLINE: Presidential Blair making mistakes, says Meacher
      BODY:

      TONY Blair was accused yesterday of running a presidential-style government by Michael Meacher, who was  sacked in the reshuffle after serving longer on Labour's front bench than any other minister.

      Mr Meacher, the former environment minister, also claimed the Government had played down research

      warning that genetically modified crops could be a health hazard or could harm the environment.

      When the reshuffle was announced 10 days ago, Downing Street claimed Mr Meacher, 63, had "resigned". In

      an interview on GMTV's Sunday Programme, he made clear he had been sacked. 

      Asked if he had lost his job because of his sceptical position on GM foods, he said: "You would have to ask

      the Prime Minister. I don't know what lay behind the decision."

      Mr Meacher, who has been an opposition spokesman or minister since 1974, claimed that the Prime Minister

      liked to work "one-to-one with a few individuals, rather than having a wider discussion". He suggested there

      was discontent within the party over his style of government.

      As a result of relying on the advice of a few individuals, rather than consulting ministers and Parliament,

      wrong decisions had been made, he said. "There have been a few instances recently where people are

      beginning to say this."

      Mr Meacher revealed his concern that the Government was preparing to pave the way for GM foods to go on

      sale in supermarkets. He said there were "senior people in the Government" who were committed to the

      biotechnology industry.

      He cautioned the Government against "rushing" to allow the sale of genetically modified food products. No

      proper testing had been carried out on the effects on human health of GM foods. Those tests that were

      done were "scientifically vacuous".

      Writing in the Independent on Sunday, Mr Meacher said the one report that had been produced had been

      "rubbished" in Government circles after it warned of possible negative effects.

      However, he said the Royal Society, the British Medical Association and the General Medical Council had

      since all raised concerns about possible health implications. Some novel substances produced by GM

      technology had already been found to cause allergic reactions, he said.

      There were concerns that the development of GM crops highly resistant to weedkillers meant consumers

      were being exposed to increasingly toxic residues. Some of the toxins used could damage embryos in the

      womb.

      He said it was "really extraordinary" that so far there had been virtually no independent studies of the health

      effects of GM. It was essential that such testing was done before products from GM crops were allowed on

      sale.

      A spokesman for the Department for the Environment said the Government regarded health and the

      environment as top priorities. Both GM crops and foods would have to undergo rigorous safety assessments

      before they could get approval.

      LOAD-DATE: June 23, 2003 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

The Independent 

June 23, 2003 

HEADLINE: SUPERWEEDS' SIGNAL SETBACK FOR GM CROPS 

      BODY: 

      THE DISPUTE over genetically modified crops will intensify today with news of the evolution of

      "superweeds", which are resistant to the powerful weedkillers that GM crops were engineered to tolerate. 

      The development, which comes as the sacked former environment minister Michael Meacher puts himself at

      the head of the anti-GM campaign, will be seized on by opponents of the technology as undermining its

      rationale. 

      It means that bigger quantities of weedkillers - not less, as the biotechnology companies have claimed - will

      be needed in GM-crop fields, adding to the already intensive agriculture that has wiped out much of Britain's

      farmland wildlife in the past four decades. Monsanto, the GM market leader, confirmed to The Independent at

      the weekend that its solution for dealing with resistant weeds was to apply different weedkillers in new

      ways. In yesterday's Independent on Sunday, Mr Meacher accused Tony Blair, a GM supporter, of seeking to

      bury health warnings about GM produce by "rushing to desired conclusions which cannot be scientifically

      supported". 

      The revelations about superweeds have been communicated to the Government by an American academic

      specialising in weed control, who has posted a paper on the website of the official GM science review, led by

      Professor David King, the Government's chief scientific adviser. This will report soon, in advance of a

      long-delayed decision, due this autumn, on whether GM crops should be commercialised in Britain. 

      The paper, by Professor Bob Hartzler of the Department of Agronomy at Iowa State University, reveals that

      in the past seven years, up to five weed species have been found with resistance to the herbicide

      glyphosate, best known by the Monsanto trade name Roundup. The resistance has come about not through

      gene transfer from GM herbicide-tolerant crops, as some have feared, but through natural evolution. 

      Glyphosate is a "broad spectrum" herbicide, meaning that, originally, it killed everything, including crops. GM   crops were developed to be tolerant of the herbicide, so it could be applied throughout the growing season. 

      Two GM crops proposed for commercial growth in Britain, fodder beet and sugar beet, are

      glyphosate-tolerant. But weeds have been found in Australia, Chile, Malaysia and California and other areas

      of the US, that glyphosate cannot kill. 

      Greg Elmore, Monsanto's US technical manager for soybeans, said Monsanto was taking seriously the

      question of glyphosate resistance, tackling it with "weed control management practices". 

      With soybeans, he said, resistant weeds were controlled with a pre-planting "burn-down" (which kills

      everything), using 2,4-D, another weedkiller. 

      At least three of the resistant weeds had evolved where glyphosate was being used with non-GM crops, he

      said, adding that it was far from the only weedkiller for which weeds had evolved resistance - as many as 70

      weeds were resistant to some weedkillers. 

      Pete Riley, Friends of the Earth's GM campaigner, said: "Companies like Monsanto have spun GM crops and

      their weedkillers as having less impact on the environment, but the fact of resistant weeds undoubtedly

      means more weedkillers, and means the impact on the environment will be greater. 

      "These discoveries remove a central plank from the whole argument for GM crops." 

      The intervention of Mr Meacher is one of the most significant events in five years of debate over GM crops.

      Having left the Government, he is free to be open in his opposition to GM commercialisation, and it is clear

      that he will be its most formidable opponent. This is not least because of his mastery of the technical detail.

      As the long-time minister in charge, he has read and absorbed everything to do with the argument that has

      been published in recent years. Yesterday, Mr Meacher listed a series of reports and findings suggesting that

      the full impact of GM technology was still dangerously unpredictable. Many of the health tests carried out

      were "scientifically vacuous", he said. 

     ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

U.TV

Irish renew call for Sellafield ban

  The discovery of traces of radioactive waste in supermarket salmon  justifies Ireland's legal bid to close down Sellafield nuclear reprocessing  plant, it was claimed tonight. 

                                                 By:Press Association

  Member of the Irish parliament Eoin Ryan said British assurances that the  Cumbrian site was safe ``ring hollow``.

  Mr Ryan said: ``The fact that traces of waste have ended up on the  shelves of stores on Britain`s high streets underlines the threat Sellafield  represents to people on both sides of the Irish Sea.``

  Tests conducted by Southampton University researchers found traces of  radioactive waste in Scottish farmed salmon sold in supermakets.

  They found very low levels of Technetium-99 (Tc-99) in fresh and  smoked salmon bought from Sainsbury`s, Tesco, Asda, Safeway,  Waitrose, and Marks & Spencer.

  Environmental campaign group Greenpeace, which commissioned the  study, says the contamination was caused by discharges from the  Sellafield nuclear plant into the Irish Sea.

  ``This disclosure coupled with the failure of Britain to honour  commitments to cut emissions from the plant show that assurances from  Whitehall and BNFL regarding Sellafield ring very hollow,`` Mr Ryan said.

  The news came as the UK faced fierce criticism at a ministerial summit in  Germany over its failure to tackle nuclear pollution in the north-east  Atlantic Ocean.

  Mr Ryan urged Irish health minister Micheal Martin to urgently raise the  matter at the OSPAR marine pollution meeting.

  He said the plant was the main source of artificial radioactivity in Dublin  Bay and along the East Coast.

  ``I believe it is essential that no matter what the outcome of that action  that we continue to pursue this issue relentlessly,`` he added.

  ``There is no economic or environmental justification for the plant and  we must continue driving home that point until it is accepted by Britain  and it defuses this time bomb.``

  Ireland is currently taking the United Kingdom to the UN Convention on  the Law of the Sea amid concerns that radioactive discharge from the  Cumbrian site is polluting the Irish Sea.

  The case is the second of two international legal actions undertaken by  Ireland against the UK in relation to the plant.

  Oral proceedings in the first case took place in October 2002 under the  OSPAR Convention and a decision has not yet been delivered.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

The Daily Telegraph

Race to save corals from trawlers 

By Charles Clover in Bremen 

(Filed: 26/06/2003) 

                    Immediate measures to protect the north-east Atlantic's   coral reefs from destruction by deep-water trawlers were  agreed yesterday.

                    Cold-water corals, which grow at depths of between 130ft  and 6,500ft, have recently been found to cover an area in   the north-east Atlantic twice the length of Australia's  Great Barrier Reef.

                    The corals, some of which are so deep that they were   discovered only in the past five years, form a rich habitat   for species such as false boarfish, monkfish, round-nosed   grenadier, lumpfish, rabbitfish, morid cod and deep-water   sharks. 

                    For this reason, they are a favoured by fishermen who   have taken to catching deep-water species because other   stocks have disappeared.

                    As a result, up to half of the corals are already estimated   to have been damaged by the nets of mainly French,   Irish, Scottish and Norwegian fishermen, according to a   German study for the European Union.

                    The corals, which are found at their shallowest in the cold  waters off the Norwegian coast, are extremely slow  growing and it is estimated that damage done in an  afternoon by trawlers can take 100,000 years to grow  back.

                    Ministers from 20 north-east Atlantic countries, including  Britain, were meeting to review progress under the Ospar   treaty, which governs sea pollution in the region. 

                    They agreed to set up a network of "well-managed",  "ecologically-coherent", protected areas throughout the   region by 2010, with the first to be identified by 2006.

                    Ministers said that they were "particularly concerned"  about vulnerable cold-water reefs, many of which were  threatened with destruction.

                    They stated: "Bearing in mind the ecological importance   of these reefs and the practical irreversibility of their   damage, we shall take immediate measures to protect   coral reefs from further damage due to use of active   fishing gear."

                    Among the cold-water corals covered by the agreement  are the Darwin Mounds, a large area of coral more than  100 miles off the west coast of Scotland discovered by the  oil industry in 1998, which the Government has a  responsibility to protect.

                    Elliot Morley, the environment minister, said that   protecting the mounds was a "number one priority" and a   draft regulation protecting the mounds under the EU   habitats directive was now "at the printers".

                    In the meantime he had asked the European Commission  to use its emergency powers to close the area to fishing  vessels within "weeks rather than months".

                    The measures taken by Ospar were welcomed by coral  experts but they warned that the undertaking would   depend on taking active measures to prevent free access   to the reef areas.

                    Dr Brian Bett, of the Southampton Oceanography Centre,  said: "This statement will have no effect unless there is an   immediate reform of the Common Fisheries Policy   because this guarantees fishermen access to these areas.

                    "As I understand it the Government has been head to  head with the Commission trying to protect the Darwin  Mounds but it is the Commission's Fisheries  Directorate-General that has been dragging its feet. Until

it introduces new regulations the Government is  hamstrung."

                      14 June 2003: EU scientists seek total ban on cod fishing

                      7 May 2003: Fishermen face new curbs to save cod

                      17 January 2003: Atlantic shark numbers 'at point of no return'

                      22 December 2002: Fishing towns sentenced to death by EU

                      1 July 2000: 'Lax EU' is blamed for North Atlantic fishing

                      free-for-all

_________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Hopes rise for Europe's sea life

By Alex Kirby 
                 Hopes are rising that Europe's marine life may soon start    enjoying the better protection it was promised years ago. 

                 Environment ministers are   expected soon to announce  measures to stop the decline of    many creatures. 

                 They will probably include  protection for several bird and  fish species, and a network of

                 marine protected areas. 

                 Conservationists are welcoming  the programme, but say it is only  a beginning. 

                 The ministers are meeting on 25 and 26 June in the German city  of Bremen, with officials working from 23 June. 

                 The meeting is being held by two organisations, the Ospar  Convention on protecting the marine environment of the  north-east Atlantic, and the Helsinki Convention for the protection   of the Baltic. 

                 Five year wait 

                 Five years ago, in the Portuguese city of Sintra, ministers agreed  to establish a network of marine wildlife reserves to protect   wildlife from the Arctic to the Azores. 

                 They have not been able until now to develop the criteria for  action, or agree how to apply them. 

                 The UK's Royal Society for the   Protection of Birds (RSPB) and its   global partner BirdLife want the

      protected areas to include  offshore reserves as well as ones  in territorial waters. 

                 The head of the RSPB/BirdLife  delegation in Bremen is Dr  Duncan Huggett. 

                 He said: "We need to be looking  further, to areas where the  European birds directive does not apply - in other words, to  Norwegian waters and the high seas. 

                 "Offshore areas contain immensely important concentrations of  seabirds and other marine wildlife in what superficially looks like a  featureless seascape to us." 

                 The Bremen meeting is due to give protection to five bird species:   the lesser black-backed gull, Steller's eider, little shearwater,  roseate tern and Iberian guillemot. 

                 There were no more than 25 pairs of Iberian guillemots before   the 2002 oil spill from the tanker Prestige, and ornithologists  think it may now be too late to save the bird from extinction. 

                 'Small beginning' 

                 The European Union (EU) says it does not want Steller's eider  and the little shearwater given protection until there is more  advice from scientists about their plight, so Bremen may do  nothing for them. 

                 Dr Huggett said: "The parties to Ospar have been arguing for five  years about which species and habitats are threatened while the losses have continued unabated. 

                 "Now they've agreed on a small  list that they can finally do  something to help rather than  just talk about. 

                 "It's a small beginning, but it will  serve as a bridgehead... Until   now there has been a rather              northern European bias, so we   want Ospar to pay as much   attention to its southern regions  and their seabird species, such  as the Balearic shearwater and  Bulwer's petrel." 

                 Other species likely to be chosen for protection include five   invertebrates, loggerhead and leatherback turtles, the blue   whale, the harbour porpoise, and 14 kinds of fish. 

                 These include several threatened by commercial fishing, including   cod, which may prompt more heart searching by the EU. Apart   from wildlife, the Bremen meeting will be discussing fisheries,  shipping, radio-active discharges, offshore wind farms, and   hazardous chemicals. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

4ni  UK

23 June 2003

Farmed salmon found to contain traces of   radioactive waste
              Traces quantities of radioactive waste from Sellafield have been found in  Scottish farmed salmon sold in major British supermarkets.  The tests commissioned by Greenpeace revealed traces of the radioactive

waste product Technetium-99 (Tc-99) in packets of fresh and smoked salmon.  However, Dr Andrew Wadge, the Food Standards Agency's director of Food  Safety, said: “Even at the maximum concentrations found by Greenpeace, a  person would have to eat 700 portions of salmon a day for a year to reach the  annual permitted EU radiation dose.

              “This means consumers have no need to be alarmed. Low levels of  Technetium-99 are found routinely in lobster, shellfish and other fish from  waters around Sellafield.  “We have been conducting our own survey into levels in salmon and our initial    results show there is no cause for concern.'   According to Greenpeace, the tests, conducted independently by Southampton   University's oceanography centre, found low levels of Tc-99, a by-product of   Magnox fuel reprocessing, in farmed Scottish salmon sold at Sainsbury's, Tesco,  Asda, Safeway, Waitrose and Marks & Spencer.   Dr David Santillo, a scientist at Greenpeace's research laboratories at Exeter

University, said: "Tc-99 should not be there at all. It is inexplicable yet significant. Scottish salmon is marketed as something that comes from a pristine  environment."

              While health experts consider the levels found, up to 20 becquerels of Tc-99  per kilogram, to be relatively low and not an immediate threat to human health,   Greenpeace warned that if the government does not act now levels of   radioactive pollution in salmon and other foods would increase and called on the         Government to shutdown Britain's Magnox reactors.  The Government is likely to come under attack over Sellafield's emissions at the   forthcoming Oslo and Paris Commissions (OSPAR) meeting to be held in Germany.

In 1998, the Government promised OSPAR, the commission charged with the  protection of the marine environment in the north-eastern Atlantic, that   Sellafield's emissions would be reduced, but since then, according to  Greenpeace, emissions have increased.  (SP)

__________________________________________________________________________________________

RTE News

Conference to address Sellafield issue 

June 25, 2003 

                       (15:45) EU countries including Ireland are pressing for a   reduction in radioactive discharges from the Sellafield  nuclear plant at a conference in Germany today. 

                       The demands for action are being put forward at the OSPAR   Convention on the protection of the marine environment of   the North East Atlantic, which is meeting in Bremen.

                       It comes after an international tribunal which heard Ireland's   case against the Cumbria plant ordered the British   government to co-operate more fully with Ireland on nuclear   safety issues.

                                                   The UN Permanent Court of   Arbitration in the Hague

                                                   told London it must not  carry out any further

                                                   reprocessing at Sellafield  without first consulting the

                                                   Irish Government.

                                                   The Tribunal has told the  two countries to agree a

                                                   mechanism for co-operation  on issues of nuclear safety;

                                                   they must both report back to the Tribunal on their

                                                   progress.

                                                   A full hearing of Ireland's  case has been adjourned until later this year. 

                       Last night the Minister for the Environment, Martin Cullen,  welcomed the tribunal ruling. But the Minister also said that  the Irish Government would continue to make the case that  the operations at Sellafield constitute an unacceptable risk.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Tests show Sellafield danger, says TD

online.ie     23 Jun 2003 

The discovery of traces of radioactive waste in supermarket salmon justifies Ireland's legal bid to close down Sellafield nuclear reprocessing plant, it was claimed tonight.

Deputy Eoin Ryan said British assurances that the Cumbrian site was safe "ring hollow".

Mr Ryan said: "The fact that traces of waste have ended up on the shelves of stores on Britain's high streets underlines the threat Sellafield represents to people on both sides of the Irish Sea."

Tests conducted by Southampton University researchers found traces of radioactive waste in Scottish farmed salmon sold in supermakets.

They found very low levels of Technetium-99 (Tc-99) in fresh and smoked salmon bought from Sainsbury's, Tesco, Asda, Safeway, Waitrose, and Marks & Spencer.

Environmental campaign group Greenpeace, which commissioned the study, says the contamination was caused by discharges from the Sellafield nuclear plant into the Irish Sea.

"This disclosure coupled with the failure of Britain to honour commitments to cut emissions from the plant show that assurances from Whitehall and BNFL regarding Sellafield ring very hollow," Mr Ryan said.

The news came as the UK faced fierce criticism at a ministerial summit in Germany over its failure to tackle nuclear pollution in the north-east Atlantic Ocean.

Mr Ryan urged Minister for Health Micheál Martin to urgently raise the matter at the OSPAR marine pollution meeting.

He said the plant was the main source of artificial radioactivity in Dublin Bay and along the East Coast.

"I believe it is essential that no matter what the outcome of that action that we continue to pursue this issue relentlessly," he added.

"There is no economic or environmental justification for the plant and we must continue driving home that point until it is accepted by Britain and it defuses this time bomb."

Ireland is currently taking the United Kingdom to the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea amid concerns that radioactive discharge from the Cumbrian site is polluting the Irish Sea.

The case is the second of two international legal actions undertaken by Ireland against the UK in relation to the plant.

Oral proceedings in the first case took place in October 2002 under the OSPAR Convention and a decision has not yet been delivered. 

Original article at:   http://www.online.ie/news/viewer.adp?article=2035863 

find yourself - www.online.ie
__________________________________________________________________________________________

The Independent

Plan for UK marine nature    reserves
                  By Severin Carrell

                  22 June 2003

                  Some of the wildest stretches of ocean around  Britain are to become legally protected marine

nature reserves under plans being considered  by European environment ministers this week.

The proposals would ban fishing and oil drilling  to protect rare and highly sensitive coral beds, fish spawning grounds and sea bird breeding  colonies off western Scotland, the   Northumberland coast and eastern England.

Top of the list of "marine protected areas" being  compiled by British conservationists is the   Darwin Mounds, a fragile, 40-square-mile area  of coral beds 120 miles off Scotland which has  been dev-astated by deep-sea trawlers fishing for orange roughy and  round-nosed grenadier.

                  Ministers are also expected to include famous coastal bird and grey seal   breeding colonies and fish spawning grounds around the Farne Islands and   Holy Island as well as St Kilda, the spectacular home to the world's largest  colony of gannets.

                  Britain's most westerly inhabited island, St Kilda, lies 41 miles off the Hebrides  and is already a World Heritage Site because of its bird colonies, including   large numbers of fulmars and puffins, and its history of human settlement.  Wildlife-rich deep sea trenches and underwater mounds around Rockall are   also expected to be chosen, as part of international attempts to protect dozens  of endangered species such as blue whales and basking sharks, cod and   Atlantic salmon, through to common oysters and leatherback turtles.   Elliot Morley, recently promoted to environment minister, told The Independent   on Sunday that the Government is "anxious to press ahead" with the   proposals. "They're very significant," he said. "For the first time, we're agreeing on protected areas on the high seas as well as sites in our coastal waters.

                  We're committed to this. We recognise there are a number of very sensitive  sites, with very strong conservation and fisheries arguments for designating   them."   The network of reserves - which would stretch north from southern Spain to the  Arctic and hundreds of miles westwards into the mid-Atlantic - will be

discussed by ministers at their five-yearly meeting to update the OSPAR   marine pollution convention in Bremen, Germany, this week. The meeting will  be presented with a list of 30 bird, fish, cetacean and shellfish species and 10   marine habitats designated as "threatened" or "at risk" - nearly all of which are   found in oceans around the British Isles.   The meeting is expected to agree to a ground-breaking deal with the European

Commission to co-operate closely on a joint fisheries and marine  conservation programme but the entire project could be scuppered because of    furious objections by Norway.   The Norwegians, who jealously guard their fishing and whaling interests,  claim that protecting deep-sea areas will harm their fishing industry. This has

led to angry accusations of "intransigence" by British sources. If Norway  refuses to agree to establish protected areas in the deep mid-Atlantic or Arctic   Circle, other countries will find it politically impossible to ban their own fishing  fleets from the same areas. "It's a very real threat," said one source. "Norway  does risk undermining the whole agreement."  The full UK list of candidate marine nature reserves will be published later this   year by the Joint Nature Conservancy Council, the Government's expert  conservation advisory body.  To the annoyance of environment groups, the marine protected areas policy  will not come into full force until 2010 - far too late, they argue, to save   threatened species from harm or extinction. However, Mr Morley is seeking    emergency powers to protect the Darwin Mounds and he hopes to have legal   approval from the European Commission to ban all fishing in the area later   this year. He said the proposal - revealed by The Independent on Sunday  earlier this year - had proven to be far more legally complex than first thought.    However, the WWF UK and Royal Society for the Protection of Birds claim that    the OSPAR proposals will take too long to implement. "We can't wait until  2010," said Ali Champion, the marine policy officer for WWF UK. "We still have  a huge way to go in securing real protection for these species. We need action   now."

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Le Monde

Le "droit à l'environnement" va être inscrit dans la Constitution 

LE MONDE | 25.06.03 | 13h14 * MIS A JOUR LE 25.06.03 | 15h13 

Le garde des sceaux a présenté au conseil des ministres, mercredi 25 juin, le projet de "charte" prévoyant que les autorités publiques doivent "promouvoir un développement durable" et appliquer le "principe de précaution". Une révision de la Loi fondamentale est prévue à l'automne. 

L'environnement, sujet cher à Jacques Chirac, s'apprête à entrer dans la Constitution de la Ve République. Dominique Perben, le garde des sceaux, a présenté, mercredi 25 juin, en conseil des ministres, le projet de loi constitutionnelle relatif à la charte de l'environnement. Ce texte novateur, préparé par une commission présidée par le paléontologue Yves Coppens et notablement amendé par le président de la République, tient en deux articles.

Le premier doit modifier, pour la première fois depuis 1958, le préambule de la Constitution, afin de mettre l'environnement au même niveau que les droits fondamentaux de la République. Le nouveau préambule est ainsi rédigé : "Le peuple français proclame solennellement son attachement aux droits de l'homme et aux principes de la souveraineté nationale (...) ainsi qu'aux droits et devoirs définis dans la charte de l'environnement de 2003." L'article 2 énonce cette charte.

L'exposé des motifs éclaire la démarche, qui est "une troisième et nouvelle étape du pacte républicain", après celle des droits civils et politiques, inscrits dans la Déclaration des droits de l'homme de 1789, puis celle des principes économiques et sociaux figurant dans le préambule de la Constitution de 1946, tous rappelés par celle de 1958. La charte "édicte une norme qui s'impose à tous, pouvoirs publics, juridictions et sujets de droit", indique cet exposé des motifs.

La philosophie du texte repose sur un constat : les progrès technologiques exceptionnels du XXe siècle, accompagnés d'une croissance démographique sans précédent, ont "fait naître des risques d'exploitation excessive des ressources et des destructions irréversibles du patrimoine naturel". Face à cette dégradation de l'environnement, les pouvoirs publics n'ont pas toujours su trouver de réponse, le droit s'est révélé inadapté, et les acteurs sociaux se sont souvent montrés irresponsables.

C'est à cette triple lacune que le texte entend répondre, en soulignant l'urgence de la situation : "Nous sommes sans doute une des dernières générations qui peut éviter des dommages irréparables", note l'exposé des motifs. L'ambition de la loi est de faire de la France "une nation exemplaire" en matière d'écologie et de développement durable.

Comment ? En instituant des droits et des devoirs et en édictant des principes inscrits dans le "bloc de constitutionnalité". Le premier droit est celui de chacun à vivre dans un environnement "équilibré et favorable à sa santé". Cette formulation, souhaitée par M. Chirac, a été préférée à celle du Conseil d'Etat, qui, dans son avis rendu la semaine dernière, parlait "d'environnement sain". La rédaction actuelle montre que le nouveau droit de l'environnement devra participer du droit à la protection de la santé, qui est du ressort des pouvoirs publics. La précision est d'importance, alors que les crises alimentaires (vache folle, poulet à la dioxine), la pollution (air, eau, sol), l'utilisation de produits dangereux (solvants, éthers de glycol, amiante) ont secoué l'opinion ces dernières années.

"SYMBOLE POLITIQUE FORT"

Le premier devoir, qui concerne toute personne physique, morale, publique ou privée, est de prévenir les atteintes qu'elle est susceptible de porter à l'environnement. Le second est de "contribuer" à réparer les dommages, s'ils n'ont pu être évités, "dans les conditions définies par la loi". Le terme de pollueur-payeur a été banni, car il sous-entendait un droit à polluer, à condition d'en avoir les moyens. Plus essentiel, le texte institue une responsabilité écologique, qui étend la notion de responsabilité civile à tout élément de l'environnement qui n'est pas la propriété de quelqu'un en particulier. Par exemple, en cas de marée noire, le Fipol n'indemnise pour l'instant que les plaignants lésés dans leurs biens ou dans leur personne. "Evidemment, soulignent les conseillers de l'Elysée, cela veut dire qu'il y a des trous dans le dispositif législatif et que le législateur aura à les remplir."

La charte institue également le principe de précaution, qui fera sans doute l'objet de vifs débats au Parlement. Il figure en toutes lettres, à la demande expresse de Jacques Chirac, alors que les travaux préparatoires de la commission Coppens ne l'avaient pas formulé ainsi. "C'est un symbole politique fort et un garde-fou qui obligera les nouvelles lois à tenir compte de ce principe", expliquent les conseillers du président, en donnant l'exemple de l'énergie nucléaire. Les juristes de la chancellerie ont beaucoup planché sur ce principe, qui promet une abondante jurisprudence. Dans ses articles 6 et 9, le texte tente de répondre par avance aux défenseurs du développement économique et du progrès technique opposés à l'écologie, qu'ils considèrent comme un frein.

Le projet consacre également un droit constitutionnel d'accès aux informations, comme les travaux sur les OGM. Autre exemple, a posteriori, avec ce texte, la polémique sur le nuage de Tchernobyl n'aurait peut-être pas eu lieu. Enfin, "L'éducation et la formation à l'environnement doivent contribuer à l'exercice des droits et devoirs définis par la charte", précise l'article 8.

Dans un calendrier déjà chargé, le gouvernement espère présenter ce texte au Parlement en novembre. Le débat s'annonce houleux, sous les pressions contradictoires de différents lobbies. Il reviendra ensuite à M. Chirac de décider si la réforme constitutionnelle doit être entérinée par le Congrès, réuni à Versailles, ou directement soumise aux Français, par un référendum.

Béatrice Gurrey

__________________________________________________________________________

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA - NEWS UPDATE

25 June 2003
General Environmental news

EU props water development in Southern Africa 

Lusaka, Zambia (PANA) - The European Union (EU) has granted 7.3 million Euro to support sustainable integrated planning and management of water resources in the Southern African Development Community (SADC) region. Henry Sprietsma, EU representative in Zambia, said Wednesday that Poul Nielson, European Commissioner for Development and Humanitarian Aid and the South African government, acting on behalf of SADC, signed the grant agreement. The current project is planned for four years and would be managed by the SADC secretariat. It includes institutional and organizational support, creation of a water-sector coordinating unit to implement a regional strategic action plan, support and resource studies for the Orange-Sengu River Commission and the Maputo Basin and expansion of SADC's hydrological cycle observation system. Experts note that water resources in Southern Africa are unevenly distributed and the sharing of major river basins could be a source of conflict and political instability in the future. "Flooding, as a result of torrential rains, has taken its toll on the population, while causing extensive damage to property and livestock. The year 2000 was particularly devastating along the downstream areas of the major trans-boundary rivers, especially in Mozambique. Water management, therefore, constitutes an excellent vehicle for regional integration," Sprietsma observed.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng001341&dte=25/06/2003
Kenya govt. endorses titanium mining project 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - The Kenyan government has at length approved the start of a 130-million dollar controversial titanium mining project, years after it was initiated by a Canadian firm. In a statement Wednesday, Environment and Natural Resources minister Newton Kulundu affirmed that after risk evaluation surveys done in South Africa the government was "convinced that proper environmental control measures have been put in place to allow the project to continue." Furthermore, local professionals in the project's base in Kwale district where some 3 billion tonnes of titanium would be mined are demanding to be allowed to take up shares in the company, Tiomin Resources Incorporated. The project has been dogged by controversy over environmental concerns, compensation of landowners and land reclamation, which put the Canadian mining giants on a long feud with local residents. The Kwale Professional Caucus spokesman, Juma Makopa "We are faced with environmental risks, and acid rains that might result from radioactive materials are matters of concern."  The company clinched a plum contract to explore titanium in the area.  

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng001413&dte=25/06/2003
_________________________________________________________________________________________

ROE MEDIA UPDDATE

UNEP  and UN in the news

Tehran Times, 25 June: NPRI Calls On U.S., UK to Clean Up Depleted Uranium in Iraq 
Following is the text of a media briefing on depleted uranium by Charles Sheehan-Miles, the executive director of the Nuclear Policy Research Institute, given on May 29, 2003. INTRODUCTION

NPRI calls for the occupying forces to take immediate and urgent steps related to depleted uranium in the Gulf. * First and foremost, the occupying forces must take action immediately to prevent further civilian exposure to contaminated equipment and ordinance, through cordoning off damaged tanks and placing warnings in Arabic. * The occupying forces must lay out an immediate schedule for the remediation and cleanup of contaminated equipment, buildings and other locations where depleted uranium may be found. * Independent epidemiological research is urgently needed to address the health problems reported in southern Iraq. The Pentagon repeatedly states that these reports are not credible: it is incumbent on them to allow medical experts immediate access to address these reports. * Finally, in accordance with recommendations of UNEP, the British Royal Society and the World Health Organization, long term monitoring must be put in place to monitor for migration of DU into the environment, water supplies and milk; and long term studies must be conducted on the population in areas where DU was used in 2003.


http://www.tehrantimes.com/Description.asp?Da=6/25/03&Cat=2&Num=030
General Environment News

Le Figaro, 25 juin: Charte de l'environnement: l'écologie reconnue dans la Constitution

PARIS (AFP) - Le conseil des ministres doit adopter mercredi la Charte de l'environnement, un projet phare du président Jacques Chirac qui va permettre à l'écologie de faire son entrée dans la Constitution. 

La Charte consacrera une série de droits et de devoirs liés à l'environnement, notamment le "droit de vivre dans un environnement équilibré et favorable à sa santé" et l'"application du principe de précaution". 

Elle aura la même valeur constitutionnelle que la déclaration des droits de l'homme de 1789 et l'énoncé des droits économiques et sociaux de 1946.

http://www.lefigaro.fr/perm/afp/sci/030625081429.rahrvl0a.html
_________________________________________________________________________________________










25 June 2003

WEDNESDAY HIGHLIGHTS
*
Annan condemns fresh violence in Liberia

*
Security Council delegation heads to West Africa for seven country mission

*
Iraqis themselves must make the decisions that affect them – UN envoy

*
Annan thanks Qatar for establishing higher education fund for Iraq

*
In London, Annan holds talks with Blair and other UK senior officials

*
Trade slump and unemployment hold back world economy – UN annual survey

*
UN anti-drug agency sees significant drop in coca and opium poppy farming

*
DR of Congo: emergency force continues deployment in Bunia – UN
*
UNICEF ‘horrified’ by abduction of some 100 young girls by rebels in Uganda

*
UN resumes work in Kenyan refugee camp as fighting ceases 

*
Registrar for International Criminal Court elected

*
UN Economic and Social Council set to open annual session in Geneva

*
Returning Afghan refugees pass quarter million mark for 2003 – UN agency

*
UN convenes first-ever conference on Internet technology for development

* * * *

Liberia

25 June – In the wake of renewed fighting in Liberia, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan condemned again any attempts to resolve political differences through armed violence and called on the parties to give splintered peace talks a chance to succeed.  

A statement issued by a UN spokesperson in New York said the Secretary-General was deeply concerned by the renewed and intensified fighting between Government troops and rebel forces in the Liberian capital of Monrovia over the last 24 hours.

“This development constitutes a flagrant violation of the recently-concluded ceasefire agreement and casts a shadow on the [Economic Community of West African States] ECOWAS-facilitated peace talks in Accra which had raised high hopes for the peaceful settlement of the conflict,” the statement said.  

“The Secretary-General once again condemns any attempts to resolve political differences through armed violence,” spokesperson Hua Jiang said, adding that Mr. Annan called on all the parties to cease hostilities immediately in order to give a chance to the peace negotiations and allow for the safe and unhindered delivery of humanitarian assistance to Liberia’s traumatized population. 

“He also calls on the parties to refrain from any action that might further endanger the lives of the civilian population and to fully respect international humanitarian laws.” 

The spokesperson said that the Secretary-General reaffirmed the UN’s support for the tireless efforts of the Chairman of ECOWAS and the Mediator to help restore peace and stability to Liberia and calls on the international community to continue to support those efforts.

Meanwhile, UN agencies inside Monrovia said that the intense fighting has shattered a week-old ceasefire. Shelling was reported in the city’s centre, with one landing just 60 metres from the compound in which a UN team was staying.

Facing almost continuous harassment and persecution, thousands of internally displaced persons are moving from the west of Monrovia to the centre of the city. They have been robbed and raped and their camps looted. The UN reported that refugees from Sierra Leone residing in camps near Monrovia are now also being targeted for abuse because they are perceived to be supporting the rebels. A large number of people are reportedly gathering for safety near the United States embassy.

Non-governmental organizations (NGOs) on the scene also reported that the number of cholera cases has increased. Water and sanitation continue to be a major problem, especially at the national stadium where more than 70,000 people are still sheltered.

* * *

West Africa

25 June – Stressing that there is “valuable and necessary work to do all the time” in places like West Africa, the leader of a United Nations Security Council delegation heading to the conflict-plagued sub-region said today the trip was part of a wider effort not only to promote peace and stability, but to heighten visibility of situations badly in need of international attention. 

Briefing the press at UN Headquarters in New York on the Council’s mission, Ambassador Jeremy Greenstock of the United Kingdom said the team was set to visit Ghana, Nigeria and Sierra Leone and Guinea and would focus on the situations in Guinea-Bissau, Côte d’Ivoire and Liberia.

The mission planned to closely assess the situation in those three countries, all of which affected the regional situation as well, Ambassador Greenstock said. The Council would also be working closely with regional governments and the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), particularly on Côte d’Ivoire and Liberia, and with the UN Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) on the issue of Guinea-Bissau.

The delegation’s first stop will be in Guinea Bissau to help with internal peace-building and shoring-up the fragile political system ahead of elections, which Ambassador Greenstock said he hoped would be rescheduled soon. The mission aimed to ensure that all efforts underway in Guinea-Bissau would promote better relationships between the main political leaders and that new policies began to have a real effect on the socio-economic realities of the people of the country.

In Côte d’Ivoire, the mission will follow on the heels of work within the region to implement the Linas-Marcoussis Agreement (LMA), a French-brokered peace accord reached in January that calls on the government, rebels and political opposition to share power in a transitional government until elections in 2005.  “The LMA is a good agreement that must be built upon between the protagonists in the recent civil strife,” Ambassador Greenstock said.

“In Liberia, we obviously have a fluid situation – a pretty distressing situation”, Ambassador Greenstock said.  There was an agreement in place to observe an ECOWAS-negotiated cessation of hostilities and ceasefire, which was to have paved the way for comprehensive peace talks and the proposed formation of a transitional administration. Even in light of renewed violence, “That work still needs to be done”, he said.

The mission will also visit Guinea and Sierra Leone, the other two of the three countries of the Mano River Union, to seek their views on current events, he said. The mission will also study the state of rebuilding process in Sierra Leone and see whether the Rabat agreement arrangements for good practice among the countries of the Mano River Union could be taken further.

After Guinea Bissau, the mission will travel to Abuja to meet with Nigerian President Obasanjo, who was a major regional player with close interest in subjects under discussion, he said.  In Accra, Ghana, the mission will meet with President Kufuor, who currently holds the rotating ECOWAS chairmanship, on the organization’s input into the mission’s three main issues.

Ambassador Greenstock said the region was “in a condition of real distress and ordinary people were suffering miserably.” The mission had talked in detail with the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs and with non-governmental and civil society representatives in New York about their views on Africa. Members of the mission will take with them a number of recommendations for action on humanitarian issues, including the protection of civilians, children recruited for armed conflict and violence against women and children as a tool of war.

* * *

Iraq

25 June – Reiterating that it was vital that the Iraqis themselves make all decisions affecting them, United Nations envoy Sergio Vieira de Mello today continued wide-ranging consultations with a full spectrum of the country’s society, meeting with a group of eminent jurists to discuss reform of the justice system.

A day after he gave his first major press conference since arriving three weeks ago, repeatedly stressing that the UN will do all it can to help Iraq move as quickly as possible towards running its own affairs, Mr. Vieira de Mello also met with members of the United States-run interim administration, the Coalition Provisional Authority (CPA).
The session with the jurists focussed on lessons learned from UN experiences in post conflict countries, and on Iraqi perspectives. General (Judge) Campbell, Head of the Justice Section at the CPA attended, giving a presentation on its activities in this area. The Iraqis asked Mr. Vieira de Mello to continue this dialogue and support them in developing their own vision on justice reform.

The envoy later met with the chief British representative in the CPA, Ambassador John Sawers, discussing the security situation in general as well as the killing yesterday of six British soldiers and the wounding of eight more in attacks in southern Iraq. They also reviewed the CPA’s current efforts in the political track, which is intended to lead to the formation of a political advisory council, followed by a constitutional convention.

In his news conference yesterday, Mr. Vieira de Mello, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative, explained that his first priority had been to speak with and listen to as many Iraqis as possible to find out what they wanted for themselves.

“It is their country, after all and they should run it,” he said. “And it will be vital to the success of the international community in Iraq that Iraqis have ownership of all decisions made affecting them. This is and will remain axiomatic for the UN in Iraq for us as long as we are here.”

He added that there had been no clashes with the CPA and there need be no clash “as long as we have the same objective, which is to serve the Iraqi people.” The CPA had listened “very carefully to our views, again based on what the Iraqis have told us” on such issues as the constitutional process, elections, a census, the electoral system and political parties.

“These are all questions that the United Nations has experienced and I would say has a good record in recent years,” he said. “And based on the opinion of the Iraqis these are probably areas in which they, the Iraqis, would want the UN to play a very active, objective, supportive role, never in substitution for them.”

* * *

Iraq: education

25 June – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan has praised the consort of the Amir of Qatar, Sheikha Mozah Bint Nasser Al-Misnad, for her role in establishing an international fund for higher education in Iraq, calling it a “display of global citizenship and solidarity.”

“I hope others around the world will be inspired to offer similar contributions to the people of Iraq at this difficult moment in their history,” Mr. Annan said in a letter to the Sheikha, the text of which was made public at UN Headquarters in New York.

The Sheikha and the Director-General of the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), Koïchiro Matsuura, on Monday signed a memorandum of understanding establishing the fund, which will provide immediate and long-term assistance for the reconstruction of higher education in Iraq.

As the first contributor, Qatar decided to donate $15 million. Several countries, including Japan, have already indicated their desire to make a financial contribution.

* * *

Secretary-General

25 June – Continuing his travels abroad, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan met in London today with British Prime Minister Tony Blair, whom he briefed on his visit to Amman, Jordan, and the Quartet discussions on the Middle East, according to a UN spokesperson in New York.

The Secretary-General and Mr. Blair also reviewed the situation in Iraq, including the security situation and efforts to make political progress, spokesperson Hua Jiang said. He then raised other issues, including Liberia, Sudan, Sierra Leone, the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, Iran, Myanmar, Afghanistan, Kosovo and UN reform. Afterward, the two men began a one-on-one meeting.

Following those talks, the Secretary-General was scheduled to go on to meet the Chancellor of the Exchequer, Gordon Brown, and then Foreign Secretary Jack Straw.

This morning, Mr. Annan, who arrived in London yesterday afternoon from Amman, met with Dr. Rowan Williams, the Archbishop of Canterbury to discuss both political and spiritual topics with him, Ms. Jiang said. They touched on Iraq, the Middle East and Africa, on the AIDS pandemic and the growth of traditional churches in Africa.

The Secretary-General briefed the Archbishop on his recent visit to the Middle East and efforts to achieve the implementation of the Road Map to a two-state solution. He emphasized the need to break the current cycle of violence and to deny “spoilers” on both sides the opportunity to disrupt the peace process. He also asked for the Archbishop’s prayers in support of peace.

* * *

World economy

25 June – Political uncertainties that sidetracked a once-promising economic recovery are easing, but the persisting slowdown in trade and investment and rising unemployment continue to hold back world growth as well as hopes for significant progress on poverty reduction, according to the United Nations’ annual economic survey released today.

A complicating factor in the recovery is the long-anticipated decline in the value of the dollar, largely in reaction to the ballooning external deficit of the United States and a robust recovery would need to be built on a broader base than just the US economy, the survey says.

Overall, the world economy is expected to grow by only 2¼ per cent in 2003, according to the UN World Economic and Social Survey forecast, following 2 per cent growth over the course of 2002. Trade also is expected to pick up incrementally to 4 per cent growth in 2003 compared with 2 per cent last year. Foreign investment remains hesitant.

With globally weak effective demand, the overcapacity created by excessive investment in the 1990s, especially in the information, communications and technology sector, has been reduced more slowly than expected, and political shocks of the past year have resulted in a large degree of slack in other sectors, most notably in the travel industry, the report says.

“Overcapacity will continue to have a dampening effect on the business investment that is necessary to sustain recovery,” it adds, but even so “most of the negative consequences of the earlier geopolitical uncertainties are expected to dissipate by the third quarter of 2003.”

Among elements of a return to strong growth that are in place, according to the Survey, which will be presented to international policy makers at the 30 June start of the UN Economic and Social Council in Geneva, is a low-inflation world environment which has allowed policy makers to launch stimulative macroeconomic and fiscal policies.

Other factors include the need to replenish reduced inventories brought on by protracted weakness since 2000, thus bolstering demand and the fact that many developing countries are benefiting from improved, albeit still historically low, commodity prices, and those able to borrow in international capital markets are able to take advantage of low interest rates.

Introducing the survey, Ian Kinniburgh, Director of the Development Policy Analysis Division, UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs, told a news conference the delay in recovery had imposed costs on the world economy, particularly in developing countries in terms of the long term and achieving the Millennium Development Goals of halving poverty by 2015.

In developing countries, growth in 2003 had been one half per cent less than anticipated, Mr. Kinniburgh said.  It would take a while for them to get back to former growth rates. But the most populous countries, India and China, had achieved high rates of growth, which was important, as those two countries also had the largest number of the world’s poorest people.

He added that 2004 would show the road to recovery but major risks to that recovery were of a geopolitical nature, as terrorist attacks were feared.  Factors such as the SARS epidemic also could have global economic consequences. The past few years had been an inauspicious beginning of the millennium, as growth in developing countries had been offset by population growth, he said. There was a need for international cooperation and long-term stimulus measures.

* * *

Illicit drugs

25 June – A new United Nations report issued today shows significant declines in worldwide heroin and cocaine markets as opium poppy farming continues its downward trend in the “Golden Triangle,” and fewer acres of land are being used for illicit coca bush cultivation in the Andean region.

The 2003 Global Illicit Drug Trends Report, launched in Paris today by the UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), highlights the good news coming out of the world’s two major drug producing regions as well other important developments and negative trends on the abuse side, especially in Europe, Russia and Asia. The report’s release is timed to coincide with tomorrow’s observance of the International Day against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking.

According to the report, areas under poppy cultivation in Myanmar and Laos – along with Thailand, part of the so-called Golden Triangle – have been reduced by some 40 per cent between 1998 and 2002, with that downward trend continuing this year. Globally, compared to 1999’s bumper harvest, opium-production last year was some 22 per cent lower.

“If the current reduction of opium cultivation is sustained, the Golden Triangle could well become a minor source of narcotics in the next few years, said UNDOC Executive-Director Antonio Maria Costa, who added that the agency was also pleased about the major reduction in the world cocaine supply.

The report notes that in the Andean region, Colombia has achieved a very significant decline of coca bush cultivation – amounting to a 37 per cent decrease between 2000 and 2002. Bolivia has become an “almost marginal source,” and Peru has reduced coca cultivation by about 60 per cent since 1995.

Even with those advances, however, Mr. Costa noted several negative trends, chiefly that growth of opium production in Afghanistan has increased the heroin market in the region, as well as in Central Asia, Russia and Eastern Europe. “The HIV/AIDS epidemic has been expanding at an alarming rate due mainly to the increase in intravenous heroin abuse,” he added.

The report also confirms the emergence of amphetamine-type stimulants (ATS) – synthetic drugs that include metamphetamines and Ecstasy – as “Public Enemy Number One” of the illicit drug trade. The readily available nature of ATS drugs and the fact that they are easily concealed is made more worrisome because too many people condoned their abuse, thus increasing their acceptability, Mr. Costa said.

* * *

DR of Congo

25 June – Pressing ahead with a “weapons-free Bunia” initiative and other efforts to maintain the recent calm in the war-torn northeastern Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) town, the Interim Emergency Multinational Force is stepping up deployment in outlying neighbourhoods, United Nations officials said today.

UN officials in Bunia reported that the Force has been deploying in an increasing number of neighbourhoods in the town. In the Yambi area, members of the Hema-UPC militia withdrew when elements of the force arrived there.

The Force has set up checkpoints in various areas in town. While it is deploying in the south, it has also set up a checkpoint at the northern entrance of Bunia to prevent the entry of armed elements.

Last week, the UN Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC) reported that the Force would begin informing all armed groups of the “weapons-free town of Bunia” plan, which kicked off Monday. 

In London, where he had talks with top British officials, Secretary-General Kofi Annan stressed the need for the neighbouring countries to cooperate fully in ensuring that there is effective cooperation along their border with the DRC. He added that the main players – the Presidents of Uganda, Rwanda and the DRC – must also work with the international community to ensure that the fighting in the region is stopped.

Meanwhile, in his final press conference as the head of MONUC, Amos Namanga Ngongi said in Kinshasa today that his experience had been “largely positive.” He welcomed the breakthrough in the DRC peace process since he took up MONUC’s leadership in 2001, particularly the recent launching of the first commercial convoy between the capital and Kisangani, and the reunification of the country through radio broadcasts that span the entire Congolese territory.

He also welcomed the withdrawal of foreign troops from the DRC, the frontline ceasefire, and the reinforcement of MONUC’s presence in the Ituri district.  Still, he deplored the continued mistrust among the Congolese parties and the killing of civilians throughout the eastern part of the country. He hoped that soon, all the Congolese parties would respect the various agreements that had been signed and that, possibly, by as early as 3 July, a transitional government could be installed.

Mr. Ngongi’s successor will be William Lacy Swing, former United States Ambassador to the DRC and currently Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative for Western Sahara. Mr. Swing is expected to arrive in Kinshasa in about 10 days to take up his duties as MONUC chief.

* * *

Uganda

25 June – The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) said today it was “horrified” by the abductions this week of at least 100 young girls in Uganda by the rebel Lord Resistance Army.

The abductions – confirmed by the Roman Catholic Church in Soroti – are part of the ongoing insecurity in the region, which has seen an upsurge of violence against civilians and has resulted in a doubling of the numbers of displaced people over the last year, according to the UN agency.

Some 20,000 people, mostly young children and women have fled for their lives, trekking miles into the towns of Kitgum and Gulu over the last two months. They seek refuge on the grounds of hospitals, religious centres and other safe areas during the night and return to their homes at daybreak.

UNICEF and other non-governmental organizations (NGOs) are providing tents for shelter, blankets and latrines, among other essentials.

* * * 

Kenya

25 June – Fighting has ceased between local residents and Sudanese refugees in northwestern Kenya after leaders from the warring parties agreed to help stop hostilities, paving the way for the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) to resume its aid work today.

Eleven people died during fighting at the Kakuma camp, home to more than 86,000 people, of whom about 65,000 are from Sudan. UNHCR said violence erupted last Wednesday in a dispute over cattle. Both communities keep cattle, and local Turkana cattle owners were outraged when a missing cow was found in the homestead of one of the Sudanese refugees in the camp.

There have been no further reports of fighting since yesterday afternoon, when Turkana elders and refugee leaders met with UNHCR and government officials to resolve the conflict.

As calm returned to Kakuma, UNHCR and its partners today began distributing food and firewood to some 30,000 people displaced from the violence-hit camps. Nearly 8,000 people among the displaced refugees are still encamped in public areas such as schools and churches. Others have joined friends at safer parts of the camp.

UNHCR staff, who returned to the camp with police escort, pumped water for refugees. The agency is also working with the UN World Food Programme (WFP) to provide food for those whose supplies were looted. 

Mobile clinics have been established in the camp to care for the sick, after the clashes paralysed medical facilities in out-patient clinics in the camp and at the Kakuma camp hospital. With the help of the police force and the paramilitary General Services Unit deployed to the tense camp, UNHCR expects to aid the return of medical staff to the hospital, which also provides out-patient care.

* * *

ICC

25 June – The roster of senior officials who will guide the International Criminal Court (ICC) was completed today with the election of prominent French litigator and legal expert Bruno Cathala as Registrar of the world’s first permanent war crimes tribunal.

The ICC’s President, Judge Philippe Kirsch, announced in The Hague that an absolute majority had elected Mr. Cathala on the first ballot. His appointment follows the swearing in earlier this month of Luis Moreno Ocampo as the Court’s Chief Prosecutor.
Prior to this position, Mr. Cathala was the first officer of the ICC when the Assembly of States Parties, the Court’s governing body, appointed him Director of Common Services in October 2002.

Before joining the ICC, Mr. Cathala was Deputy Registrar of the UN International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY). His responsibilities there included assisting the Registrar in carrying out his work and ensuring coordination of the work of the Judges, the Administrative Services and the Judicial Division.

The ICC was inaugurated on 11 March with the election of its 18 judges and will have jurisdiction over the most serious breaches of international law – trying individuals rather than states, and holding them accountable for war crimes, including, genocide, mass murder, torture, and, once defined, the crime of aggression.

The Rome Statute – the Court’s establishing treaty – entered into force 1 July 2002, and the Court’s jurisdiction will cover only crimes committed after that date. The Statute has thus far been ratified by 90 countries and signed by 139. With all its senior officials in place, the Court is expected to shortly begin reviewing its opening slate of hearings.

* * *

ECOSOC

25 June – The United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) is set to kick off Monday in Geneva its four-week annual session with a focus on promoting an integrated approach to eradicate poverty and encourage sustainable development in rural areas. 

ECOSOC – comprising 54 Member States representing all regions of the world – serves as the world body’s central forum for discussing international economic and social issues, and for formulating policy recommendations to the UN and its Member States. 

Secretary-General Kofi Annan and ECOSOC President Gert Rosenthal of Guatemala are scheduled to address the opening of the high-level meeting. During this part of the four-week session, the Council expects to adopt a Ministerial Declaration on integrated rural development, providing policy guidance and recommendations for action. 

ECOSOC members will have before them a report by the Secretary-General, which analyzes the role of rural development in developing countries in poverty eradication and sustainable development and examines how to promote an integrated approach that would contribute to the attainment of the internationally agreed development goals. 

The Secretary-General’s report provides policy recommendations on ways to promote an integrated approach encompassing the economic, social and environmental dimensions, with a number of mutually reinforcing policies and programmes.  

Following the conclusion of the high-level segment, the Council will hold segments on operational activities of the UN for international development cooperation, coordination, humanitarian affairs and a general segment, in which members will consider a variety of other issues.

* * *

Afghanistan

25 June – The number of Afghan refugees returning home from neighbouring countries so far in 2003 passed the quarter-million mark today, well below the overwhelming numbers of a year ago but still very high by standards of most refugee movements, the United Nations refugee agency reported.

Despite fears of deteriorating security in parts of Afghanistan voiced by many organizations, including the UN High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR), the steady stream of refugees going home shows that many Afghans have concluded that their prospects are better in their own country than in the countries that have provided them with shelter since 1980, mainly Pakistan and Iran.

“The majority are poor,” said Shahab Zaman, a UNHCR registration clerk at a centre on the edge of Islamabad processing refugee requests for assistance to return. “They say there is work in Afghanistan, the day wages are higher there and the north of the country is comparatively peaceful.”

Last year in Pakistan alone UNHCR assisted more than 1.5 million Afghans to leave in the months after the collapse of the Taliban regime.

Although well over 2 million Afghans have returned since the start of organized repatriation in March 2002, more than that number are believed to remain in Pakistan and Iran. “It’s been 25 years. It’s going to take time. You can’t just send them home,” Mr. Zaman said as a truck full of refugees pulled out of the registration centre on its way to the Khyber Pass entrance into Afghanistan. “Otherwise we would end up with the same situation – they would just come back.”

The latest repatriation season, which follows the harsh Afghan winter, had a slow start because of the regional uncertainty triggered by the Iraq war, but numbers grew steadily until they reached the current level in the past month.

With better controls in place, there is greater confidence this year that those going home intend to resettle permanently rather than to return later to Pakistan as some did last year. UNHCR believes the introduction at all locations in Pakistan of iris scanning technology, which detects those trying to receive return assistance a second time, has served as a strong deterrent to any abuse.

UNHCR teams in Afghanistan are running programmes to help reintegration, including providing shelter kits, tools and food aid under the UN World Food Programme. The agency plans to construct or rehabilitate up to 60,000 shelters and 40,000 wells this year in cooperation with the Afghan Government.

* * *

Information technology

25 June – The first-ever United Nations conference on ways to use wireless Internet technology for development gets underway tomorrow at the world body’s New York Headquarters.

The conference, organized by the UN Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) Task Force and the Boston-based Wireless Internet Institute, will bring representatives of developing countries together with leaders from information technology (IT) enterprises and international institutions to explore broadband wireless potential for supporting development.
The ICT’s Task Force Vice-Chairman Talal Abu-Ghazaleh is scheduled to deliver welcoming remarks from UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan. Pat Gelsinger, Chief Technology Officer, Intel Corporation, will be the keynote speaker.

The morning session will include a debate on wireless Internet deployment scenarios, presentations of case studies and panels on “Technology Primer and Roadmap” and “Regulatory Landscape and Trends.” 

In the afternoon, brainstorming workshops involving field practitioners, regulators, IT vendors and international development specialists will suggest policies to accelerate the adoption of wireless Internet broadband connectivity.

Participants are expected to examine the development impact of wireless technology developments, as well as practical deployment issues, including spectrum policies, local regulations, the role of incumbent telecom operators, and alternative business models to support both the deployment and operations of wireless infrastructure networks.
· *** *
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25 June 2003

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

AND THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Hua Jiang, Deputy Spokesman for the Secretary-General, and Richard Sydenham, Spokesman for the General Assembly President.

Deputy Spokesman

Good afternoon.

**Secretary-General in London
The Secretary-General met this afternoon in London with British Prime Minister Tony Blair, whom he briefed on his visit to Amman, Jordan, and the Quartet discussions on the Middle East.  He and Blair reviewed the situation in Iraq, including the security situation and efforts to make political progress.  The Secretary-General then raised other issues, including Liberia, Sudan, Sierra Leone, North Korea, Iran, Myanmar, Afghanistan, Kosovo and UN reform.  Afterward, the two men held a one-on-one meeting, which was still taking place a few minutes ago.

Once the meeting with Blair is done, the Secretary-General will go on to meet Chancellor of the Exchequer Gordon Brown, and then Foreign Secretary Jack Straw.  He may talk to the media after the meeting with Straw.

The Secretary-General, who arrived in London yesterday afternoon from Amman, this morning met with Dr. Rowan Williams, the Archbishop of Canterbury, discussing both political and spiritual topics with him.  They touched on Iraq, the Middle East and Africa, on the AIDS pandemic and the growth of traditional churches in Africa.

The Secretary-General briefed the Archbishop on his recent visit to the Middle East and efforts to achieve the implementation of the Road Map to a two-State solution.  He emphasized the need to break the current cycle of violence and to deny “spoilers” on both sides the opportunity to disrupt the peace process.  He asked for the Archbishop’s prayers in support of peace.

**Statement Attributable to Spokesman:  Liberia
The following statement is attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General:

“The Secretary-General has learned with deep concern of renewed and intensified fighting between Government troops and rebel forces in Monrovia over the last twenty-four hours.  This development constitutes a flagrant violation of the recently concluded ceasefire agreement and casts a shadow on the ECOWAS-facilitated peace talks in Accra, which had raised high hopes for the peaceful settlement of the conflict.

“The Secretary-General once again condemns any attempts to resolve political differences through armed violence.  He calls on all the parties to cease hostilities immediately in order to give a chance to the peace negotiations and allow for the safe and unhindered delivery of humanitarian assistance to Liberia’s traumatized population.  He also calls on the parties to refrain from any action that might further endanger the lives of the civilian population and to fully respect international humanitarian laws. 

“The Secretary-General reaffirms the United Nations’ support for the tireless efforts of the Chairman of ECOWAS and the Mediator to help restore peace and stability to Liberia and calls on the international community to continue to support those efforts.”

**Liberia
Fighting within the city of Monrovia has intensified, shattering a ceasefire signed eight days ago.  Shelling was reported in the city’s centre.  About an hour ago, one of six UN international staff members who had gone back into Monrovia over the weekend on a security and humanitarian assessment mission reported to New York that a shell landed just 60 metres from the compound in which they are staying.

Thousands of internally displaced persons are moving from the west of Monrovia to the centre of the city.  A large number of people are gathering near the US embassy.  Security conditions make humanitarian activities in Monrovia nearly impossible.

The internally displaced continue to be harassed.  They have been robbed and raped and their camps looted.  Refugees from Sierra Leone residing in camps near Monrovia are now also being targeted for abuse, because they are perceived to be supporting the rebels.  Non-governmental organizations report that the number of cholera cases in Monrovia has increased.  Water and sanitation continue to be a major problem, especially at the national stadium where more than 70,000 people are sheltered.

**Uganda
United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) said today that it was horrified by the abduction this week of at least 100 young girls by the Lord’s Resistance Army in Uganda.  The abductions were confirmed by the Roman Catholic Church in Soroti today.  This is part of the ongoing insecurity in the region, which has seen an upsurge of violence against civilians and has resulted in a doubling of the numbers of displaced people fleeing from insecure areas over the last year.

Over the last two months, up to 20,000 people, mostly young children and women, have fled for their lives trekking miles into the towns of Kitgum and Gulu.  These "night stayers" who leave their homes before nightfall, seek refuge on the grounds of hospitals, religious centres, and any public areas deemed safe and secure, returning to their homes at daybreak.  UNICEF and non-governmental organizations are providing tents for shelter, blankets and latrines, among other essential support.

**Democratic Republic of Congo
United Nations officials in Bunia report that the Interim Emergency Multinational Force has been deploying in an increasing numbers of neighbourhoods in the town.  In the Yambi area, members of the Hema-UPC (Union of Congolese Patriots) militia withdrew when elements of the force arrived there.

They have set up checkpoints in various areas in town.  While it is deploying in the south, the international force has also set up a checkpoint at the northern entrance of Bunia to prevent entry of armed elements.

We also have available upstairs the transcript of the Secretary-General’s Special Representative Ngongi’s last press conference in Kinshasa.  As you know, he will be replaced as the Special Representative and head of mission by William Swing.

**Development Fund
Today in Washington, the Secretary-General’s Special Adviser on Iraq Rafeeuddin Ahmed, as well as representatives of the World Bank, the International Monetary Fund and the Arab Fund for Social and Economic Development will be attending an organizational meeting with officials of the US State and Treasury Departments.  This is a first opportunity for them to exchange views and comments on the draft terms of reference of the International Advisory and Monitoring Board of the Development Fund for Iraq.  Mr. Ahmed is expected to return to New York today.

**Iraq
This morning in Baghdad, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative, Sergio Vieira de Mello, convened a meeting at the UN office with a group of eminent Iraqi jurists to discuss justice system reforms.  They discussed lessons learned from UN experiences in post-conflict countries, and the Iraqi perspectives.

Also in attendance, was General (Judge) Campbell, Head of the Justice Section of the Coalition Provisional Authority, who gave a presentation on the Authority's activities in this area.  The Iraqis asked Vieira de Mello to continue this dialogue and to support them in developing their own vision on justice reform.

In the afternoon he met Ambassador John Sawers, the British representative in the Coalition Authority.  They discussed the security situation in Iraq in general, and the killing yesterday of six British soldiers and the wounding of eight, in two separate attacks in southern Iraq.  They also reviewed the Authority's current efforts in the political track, which is intended to lead to the formation of a political advisory council, followed by a constitutional convention.

Upon his return to Baghdad from Jordan yesterday, Vieira de Mello held his first major press conference.  He told journalists he hadn’t spoken to the press much since first arriving in Iraq, because he has been spending his time listening to the Iraqi people to see what they wanted for themselves and how the UN might be of assistance.

“It is their country, after all, and they should run it”, Vieira de Mello said, “and it will be vital to the success of the international community in Iraq that Iraqis have ownership of all decisions made affecting them.”

“This is and will remain axiomatic for the UN in Iraq for us as long as we are here”, he added.

Asked if there were any clashes between the United Nations and the Coalition, Vieira de Mello said, “there have been no clashes and there needs to be no clash between us, as long as we have the same objective, which is to serve the Iraqi people.”  We have upstairs a transcript of the press conference, as well as a full report on Vieira de Mello’s activities today.

**SG Letter
The Secretary-General has sent a letter to Her Highness Sheikha Mozah Bint Nasser Al-Misnad, Consort to His Highness the Amir of the State of Qatar, in support of her initiative, the International Fund for Iraqi Higher Education.  We have the letter available in the Spokesman’s office. 

**Security Council
The Security Council held consultations this morning on the UN Disengagement Observer Force in the Golan Heights, known as UNDOF.  Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations Jean-Marie Guéhenno briefed the Council on the recently released report by the Secretary-General on the Force.  The Secretary-General had recommended that the mandate of the Force, whose presence he considers to be essential, be extended by a further six months until 31 December.

The Council agreed to vote tomorrow on the UNDOF resolution extending the mandate for six months.  Members also agreed to vote tomorrow on the resolution on the Democratic Republic of the Congo, extending the mandate of the UN mission until 30 July.

At 12:45 p.m. today, a reminder that British Ambassador Jeremy Greenstock will be briefing you on the West Africa mission of the Security Council, which will be departing later today.  We will distribute the mission’s programme and list of participants at the briefing.

Then, at 4 p.m. today the 1267 sanctions committee, now chaired by Chilean Ambassador Heraldo Munoz, will consider the latest report of the panel of experts on the sanctions measures against Al Qaeda and associated entities.  That meeting is scheduled to take place in Conference Room 7.  The release date of that report is not yet confirmed, but we hope to have an update on that following the meeting.

**Economy

The UN’s annual economic survey has just been launched, and the report, “The World Economy in 2003”, says that although geopolitical uncertainties that had sidetracked the economic recovery are easing, the persistence of a slowdown in trade and investment and rising unemployment continue to hold back world growth.

Overall, the world economy is expected to grow by only 2.25 per cent in 2003, following 2 per cent growth in 2002.  Trade is expected to pick up incrementally, to 4 per cent growth in 2003, compared to 2 per cent last year, but foreign investment remains hesitant.

The report adds that the depreciation in the US dollar is among the reasons why a global economic recovery would need to be built on a broader base than just the US economy, so that a recovery can be sustained through 2004.

Copies of the report and a related press release are available at the documents counter upstairs.

**Drugs
The new report on illicit drugs trends by the UN Office on Drugs and Crime, launched in Paris today, says that areas of opium poppy cultivation, in Asia’s Golden Triangle region of Myanmar, Laos and Thailand, and of cocaine cultivation in Latin America’s Andean region, including Colombia, Peru and Bolivia, have both recorded declines over the past year.

Opium poppy cultivation in the Golden Triangle has been reduced by 40 per cent between 1998 and 2002, while the cultivation of coca bushes in Colombia has decreased by 37 per cent between 2000 and 2002, while Bolivia has become almost a marginal source of cocaine.

Antonio Maria Costa, the Executive Director of the UN Office of Drugs and Crime, said the Golden Triangle could well become a minor source of narcotics in the next few years, and he also noted his pleasure about the major reduction in the world cocaine supply.

The report, however, notes that growth of opium production in Afghanistan has increased the heroin market in the region, as well as in Central Asia, Russia and Eastern Europe –- contributing to an alarming expansion of HIV/AIDS.  We have copies of the report’s executive summary in my office.

**Information Technology
The first UN conference on using wireless Internet technology for development, bringing together government representatives with private sector executives and field practitioners to explore broadband wireless potential for supporting development, will open at 9:15 a.m. tomorrow in Conference Room 1.

A press conference will take place tomorrow at 10:30 in this room, which will feature, among others, Pat Gelsinger, Chief Technology Officer, Intel Corporation; Sarbuland Khan, of the UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs; and a developing country information and communication technology field practitioner, Amir Hassan of First Miles Solution.

**Guest at Noon Tomorrow
And also, Carolyn McAskie, Deputy Humanitarian Coordinator, will join us tomorrow at noon to talk about the humanitarian situation in Eritrea and Ethiopia.

That’s all I have.  Richard?
Spokesman for General Assembly President

Thank you, good afternoon.

This afternoon the General Assembly plenary will hold the election for the ad litem judges for the International Tribunal for Rwanda.  Eighteen judges will be elected from a field of 23 candidates.

This morning informal consultations on a draft resolution on prevention of armed conflict are continuing, as are informal meetings of the Ad Hoc Committee on an International Convention on Protection of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

And this afternoon the Preparatory Committee for the Ministerial Conference of Landlocked Countries to be held in Almaty, Kazakhstan on 28 and 
29 August will continue consideration of the draft outcome of the Conference.

Any questions?
Thank you.

* *** *
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Reuters - Treaty regulating GMO trade to start in September
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