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ESOMAR Joins UNEP 

            ESOMAR has this week announced that the organisation is to join UNEP (United Nations

            Environment Programme). Within its role of improving decision making in business and society

            worldwide, ESOMAR wants to promote research-based ‘responsible marketing’.

            Since 1999 UNEP has developed cooperative relationships with several organisations to spread

            information on sustainable issues. The mission of UNEP is to provide leadership and encourage

            partnership in fostering poverty eradication and preventing environmental damage by inspiring,

            informing and enabling nations and people to improve their quality of life without compromising that of

            future generations. 

            Focus is on policies and practices that are cleaner and safer, making a more efficient use of natural

            resources and reducing pollution whilst incorporating environmental costs and reducing risk. If

            Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) is to have any impact, it needs to encompass these issues. 

            ‘At several occasions, it has been suggested that research should take its societal responsibility

            and should take its role as the conscience of business and society’, Mario van Hamersveld, acting

            director general of ESOMAR, added. 

            The partnership involves stimulating research on consumer attitudes and behaviour, providing

            background information on sustainable consumption by consumers and corporate buyers. It will

            bring together professionals from governments, authorities, industries and marketing and research.

            The goals are: to share experience, define issues and develop joint initiatives and follow up. 

            ESOMAR and UNEP are in the process of developing a detailed action programme for 2003-2004.

            Firstly the two parties plus MPG International are undertaking a project to establish the impact that

            the sustainability message may have on consumers’ choices. To avoid duplication, MPG

            International is contacting a wide range of organisations that may have carried out research/and or

            analysis and which might provide some insight. 

            Subjects may range from consumer attitudes to sustainability and purchasing decisions, company

            buyers’ attitudes to sustainability, the language for sustainability (how it may be better described,

            explained) the effectiveness of sustainability claims in advertising and promotion, the role of

            incentives and constraints on taking sustainable action, etc. For more information on the background

            and possible ways to contribute, please contact sustain@mpgintl.com or go to the special website

            www.mpgintl.com/sustain 

            In addition to the project, a cornerstone will be the joint conference on ‘Responsible Marketing’

            scheduled for October in Berlin (Germany). During this event the contribution of research with

            respect to sustainability and quality of life will be the main topic. For more information on this event,

            or for submitting contributions, please visit: www.esomar.nl 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________                                                

Arab Times (Kuwait)

Nursemaid to Cradle ... Kuwait embraces Marsh hope 

KUWAIT CITY: Kuwait is leading global efforts for the restoration of the Iraqi Marshes systematically destroyed by Saddam Hussein through diverting the Euphrates and Tigris rivers. The construction of dams in Turkey and Syria on rivers flowing into the marshes aggravated the problem by blocking the flow of water to the marshlands. 

Some experts have said there is hope of restoring a part of the marshes, but for some areas it may be too late. They added that unless massive resources are put urgently to work to reverse the damage caused by Saddam, the cradle of civilization will be forever lost. "Ecological damage can only go so far, and then it is irreversible," said Dr Abdul Nabi Al-Ghadban, an environmentalist at Kuwait Institute for Scientific Research (KISR) and member of a national committee recently formed by the government to tackle the issue. 

Christian Lambrechts, a United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) specialist helping assess the damage in southern Iraq was recently reported as saying that engineers must work from carefully studied models to reflood the marshes, restoring balances of salt and plant life. "After the liberation of Iraq the subject shifted from studying the impact of the drying out of the marshes on the neighboring ecosystem to restoring the marshes to its former glory," said a senior Environment Public Authority (EPA) official. This will be undertaken by the national committee with the assistance of UNEP and other international bodies. 

The national committee comprises scientists and researchers from the EPA, Kuwait University, KISR, and Kuwait Fund for the Advancement of Sciences (KFAS). It is chaired by Dr Mohammed Al-Sarawi and comprises Dr Reda Al-Hassan (Kuwait University), Dr Jassim Bishara (KFAS), Dr Faiza Al-Yamani (KISR), Dr Abdul Nabi Al-Ghadban (KISR), Dr Mohamed Samir Massoud (EPA), Captain Ali Haider (EPA), Mona Faraj (EPA), Fatima Malallah (EPA), Shakir Medi (EPA) as members, while Mohammed Al-Ahmed (EPA) is secretary.

It has the following objectives: 

* to establish a database stored in EPA's Geographic Information System (GIS). This will include results of all previous studies on the subject. n mobilize facilities available in Kuwait to tackle the issue and prepare a unified research program. 

* set up an action plan involving regional states to assess the drastic impact of the drying out of the Marshes on the northern part of the Arabian Gulf. n participate in national, regional and international events organized to restore the marshes and investigate the impact of dams and diverting the Euphrates and Tigris rivers from the marshlands. 

* organize conferences, meetings, seminars and workshops on the issue. EPA will host an international conference in October or November for UNEP member-states to address the restoration of the marshes, the senior EPA official told the Arab Times. It is worth mentioning that EPA's interest in the serious impact of the marshes' destruction on the northern Gulf and Kuwait's ecosystem goes back to 1995 when Professor Edward Maltiby, an expert on wetlands and director of the School of Environment, Royal Holloway College, London University and also advisor to former United States Vice President Al Gore, was invited to give a lecture in Kuwait on the subject. 

Strategy 

EPA Director-General Dr Mohammed Al-Sarawi in collaboration with senior researchers from KISR took up the issue and adopted a strategy to evaluate the problem. 

The strategy envisaged:

* funding and implementing research programs 

* lunching a campaign by EPA and KISR to increase public awareness on the subject. 

* convincing policy makers in Kuwait to give every possible support to the issue. KISR has also been involved in the issue for quite some time and it did form two research groups in 1997 and 1998 -- one was led by Dr Faiza Al-Yamani and the other by Dr Abdul Nabi Al-Ghadban - to follow it up. 

The groups were charged with the assessment of the effects of the Shatt Al-Arab's altered discharge regimes on the ecology of the northern Arabian Gulf. The project was partly funded by EPA and KFAS. Phase One of the project is completed and the second phase started in March 2000. "Local experts involved had to do their homework well to get a database with which to seek assistance from international organizations," says Dr M.S. Massoud, an advisor to the EPA.

To this end, KISR organized a workshop in May 200l under EPA's sponsorship and attended by representatives from UNEP's regional office for West Asia, Bahrain, Kuwait University and University of London. 

The main objective of the workshop was to: 

* review the current state of the Marshes and river manipulation activities in Southern Iraq 

* review the ecological and economic implication of these activities on the Arabian Gulf ecosystem in general and the northern Gulf in particular and n develop an action plan to address the scientific, socioeconomic and political aspects of the phenomenon. 

According to findings from the workshop: "The main source of fresh water into the Arabian Gulf is from the Shatt Al-Arab river, which is formed by the confluence of Euphrates and Tigris rivers and also receives discharges from the Karun river further south. Over the centuries, the Tigris and Euphrates rivers, which originate from the mountains of Turkey, have served human freshwater demands in Turkey, Syria and Iraq and have played a significant role in the agricultural output of Mesopotamia (literally meaning 'between the rivers'). "These rivers and their associated wetlands in southern Iraq are an integral part of the Gulf ecosystem and are critical for its overall sustenance. 

Dams 

"In recent decades, however, these rivers have been intensely dammed in Turkey, Syria and Iraq, and the construction of newer and bigger dams is currently in progress. In addition, the Euphrates and Tigris rivers have been substantially manipulated in Iraq in the early 1990's by Saddam's regime and a heavily embanked drainage canal, the so called 'Third River', has been built which extends from Baghdad to the Gulf and drains into the Gulf via the Khor Zubair.

The principal aim of this canal was to eliminate the freshwater flow to the extensive southern marshes fed by these rivers, and to rid the farmland between these rivers of its chronic salinity problem by diverting the flow of the Euphrates. These marshes, most of which have now been drained, are not only vital to the fish and wildlife of the whole northern Gulf area, they are also home for Ma'adan or Marsh Arabs whom the marshes provide their only livelihood." Moreover, the marshes act as a filter for chemical pollutants e.g. trace metals and hydrocarbons - carried by duststorms and rivers and settled down at the bottom of the marshes. 

"The drying out of the marshes has not only permitted both military access to the marshland area, oil resources and greater political control of the dwellers of these marshes, but had led to the destruction of their self-sufficient economy, the near-complete atrophy of an entire ecosystem, and to the flight of tens of thousands of refugees to live in camps elsewhere. It has also led to acute suffering, malnutrition and critical public health problems." 
Another major research project will be carried out soon by scientists and researchers including Dr Sarawi (EPA), Dr Al-Ghadban (KISR), Prof Maltiby (University of London) and Prof David James (University of Wales), to assess the ecological consequences of river manipulations and drainage of Mesopotamian Marshes on the Arabian Gulf ecosystem through a series of investigations of the changes in sedimentology and environmental quality, with special reference to Kuwait Bay. 

_______________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Amazon destruction speeds up

                 New satellite information from  Brazil has revealed a sharp  increase in the rate of

                 destruction of the Amazonian  rainforest. 

                 The information, collated from  satellite data, shows the speed of  deforestation increased by 40% between 2001 and 2002 to reach its  highest rate since 1995. 

                 Figures from the National Institute for Space Research (INPE) show   more than 25,000 square kilometres of forest were cleared in a year -  mainly for farming. 

Environmentalists have expressed alarm at the development which   represents a sharp reversal of a trend in which destruction had been  slowing. 

                 "The rate of deforestation should be falling, instead the opposite is   happening," said Mario Monzoni, a project co-ordinator for Friends of the  Earth in Brazil. 

                 Environmental organisations say one   major cause is the spread of  large-scale soya farming in the  southern Amazon. 

                 Soya production is growing rapidly in   the area as a crop that offers large    profits for farmers and gives a sizable boost to Brazil's trade accounts. 

                 But campaigners also blame the authorities for failing to enforce  environmental protection laws. 

                 Task ahead 

                 The country's centre-left government, under the leadership of President    Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, is due to announce new proposals next week  to tackle deforestation. 

                 The new Environment Minister, Marina da Silva, who has long  campaigned to protect the Amazon, has promised to action but she  inherits a difficult situation, says the BBC's Sao Paulo correspondent  Tom Gibb. 

                 On the one hand, the country has a new multi-million dollar satellite and    radar monitoring system providing plenty of accurate data as to where  deforestation is occurring. 

                 But budget cuts on the ground mean that environmental protection  agents often do not even have enough money to buy petrol for their   boats and cars, let alone mount operations to arrest illegal loggers and  farmers, our correspondent says. 

                 Likewise, loopholes and corruption in Brazil's chaotic judicial system   mean those caught destroying the forest almost always go unpunished. 

                 The Amazon is the largest rainforest in the world and is home to 30% of   all animal and plant life  on the planet. 

                 In the last 15 years, 243,000 square kilometres have been deforested,    the equivalent of 5% of the Brazilian Amazon.

________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Amazon destruction jumps, shocks  environmentalists
BRAZIL: June 27, 2003

                BRASILIA, Brazil - The deforestation rate in Brazil's   Amazon, the world's largest jungle, has jumped 40  percent, sparking alarm yesterday among  environmentalists and a promise by the government

to launch emergency measures. 

                "This is shocking," said Mario Monzoni, a project   coordinator for Friends of the Earth group in Brazil. "The   rate of deforestation should be falling, instead the opposite   is happening."

                Preliminary figures from the Environment Ministry, released   late this week, showed deforestation in the Amazon jumped  to 9,840 square miles (25,476 sq km) last year -- the   highest since 1995 -- from 7,010 square miles (18,166 sq  km) in 2001.

                "We are going to take emergency action to deal with this  highly worrying rise in deforestation," Environment Minister   Marina Silva told reporters yesterday, promising the  announcement of measures next week. The area cut down  was slightly smaller than Haiti.

                A former maid who comes from the Amazon, Silva said the   government is considering real-time monitoring of  deforestation and, for the first time in Brazil, to force all  ministries to consider the environment when enacting   policies.

                The Amazon, an area of continuous tropical forest that is  larger than Western Europe, has been described as the "lungs of the world" because of its vast capacity to produce   oxygen.

                Environmentalists fear its destruction because it is home to   up to 30 percent of the planet's animal and plant species  and is an important source of medicines.

                Most of the deforestation takes place due to burning and  logging to create farms, and the jump in 2002 suggests soy  farming is growing rapidly in the area.

                Brazil is expected to overtake U.S. soy production in a few  years, making it the world's No. 1 producer of a crop that  offers large profits for farmers and gives a sizable boost to  Brazil's trade accounts.

                "It was a long, dry season, but the deforestation figures are  at least 30 or 40 percent higher than historical trends," said  David Cleary, director of the Amazon program at the Nature  Conservancy in Brazil.

                "It's clear that the soy boom is an important element of this  in the southern Amazon and if ways are not found to  minimize the impact of the inevitable spread of soy farming,  it is difficult to see these figures falling in coming years," he  said.

                Because of the size of the Amazon it is virtually impossible   to control deforestation, which is carried out by farmers,  illegal loggers and miners. The poor are often drawn to the  Amazon from other parts of Brazil and take part in illegal  logging which is extremely lucrative, especially in the trade  of rare tropical timber species like mahogany.

_______________________________________________________________________________

  UK Pressured over Radioactive Discharges 

  Friday, 27 June 2003, 9:06 am

  Press Release: Greenpeace 

     Bremen, Germany, 26 June 2003 - Despite fierce opposition by  Britain to head off criticism at the OSPAR meeting 

     (1), the UK was forced to accept the concerns of Member States  over radioactive discharges from the nuclear reprocessing plant at  Sellafield. The dispute at OSPAR resulted from the UK's failure to  meet its commitments over the past five years to reduce radioactive  discharges 

     (2). The discharge of the radioactive waste Technetium-99 was, in  particular, the subject of intense negotiation at the meeting. In the last   week, after six months of prevarication, the UK Environment Minister  Margaret Beckett was pressured into writing to the state-owned  company British Nuclear Fuels (BNFL) to ask them for a nine month   moratorium on Technetium-99 discharges. It is expected that research  and development will take place over these months to see if  technology is feasible to stop the discharges by March 2004. 

     "This decision may come back to haunt the UK", said Greenpeace's  Simon Reddy at OSPAR. "The UK Government will be dreading   March 2004. They either have to ensure the technology is in place or  announce a resumption of the radioactive technetium discharges." 

     The UK only moved on this issue because a coalition of countries  (Norway, Denmark, Iceland, Ireland, The Netherlands and  Sweden)refused to allow Britain to go unchallenged. "The lack of

progress in reducing discharges, due to the intransigence of the UK   and, to a lesser extent, France, meant that this OSPAR meeting was   notable to celebrate significant reduction in radioactive discharges to  European waters," Reddy concluded. 

     Greenpeace, however, welcomed the adoption of guidelines on  offshore wind farm development, which will facilitate and encourage  the development of clean renewable energy.
_______________________________________________________________________________________

The Scotsman

Coral grounds to be safeguarded from trawlers 

                  JAMES REYNOLDS ENVIRONMENT CORRESPONDENT 

                  CORAL reefs off Scotland’s coast are finally to receive protective legislation  preventing their destruction by deep-water fishing trawlers. 

                  Measures to safeguard the Darwin Mounds, which lie 115 miles north-west of  Cape Wrath, were announced yesterday by the UK environment minister Elliot   Morley, bringing an end to a long-running battle to safeguard the area fought by

conservationists in Scotland. 

                  Mr Morley agreed to introduce the measures after a meeting of European Union  environment ministers in Bremen, Germany, to review the Ospar Treaty which  governs sea pollution in the north-east Atlantic. 

                  Growing up to 16ft high, the reefs are thousands of years old and were first  discovered in 1998 by geologists working in the oil industry. 

                  The reefs are important because they serve to protect many young commercial  species of fish, including monkfish, redfish, orange roughy and roundnose   grenadier, as well as possessing an intrinsic conservation value because they  are so old. 

                  Detailed study of the reefs has only just begun, yet seabed photographs,   acoustic surveys and analyses of commercial deep-sea fishing show trawl-scars  up to two and a half miles long, damaged habitats, dragged rocks and  turned-over sediment among the ancient reefs. 

                  Because the Darwin Mounds lie beyond 12 miles off the Scottish coast they are  beyond the legislative powers of Holyrood and remain a reserved matter for   consideration by Westminster. Mr Morley told the convention that preventing   their destruction was a "number one priority" and a draft regulation protecting   the mounds under the EU habitats directive was now "at the printers". 

                  Until the legislation comes into force he has asked the European Commission to   use its emergency powers and close the area to fishing vessels within "weeks  rather than months". 

                  A spokesman for the conservation group WWF last night described the  announcement as a "total result" and a vindication of the vigorous campaign   which it has conducted in the 18 months since the Environment Secretary,   Margaret Beckett, first suggested that the corals would be protected. 

                  He said: "It is fantastic news the government is finally living up to an  18-month-old promise to protect the Darwin Mounds. The WWF particularly   welcome the announcement of emergency regulations as these will put an  immediate halt to the destruction."

_________________________________________________________________________________________

IC Wales

Plan to bury tons of CO2 off coast  Jun 27 2003

by Colin Hughes, The Western Mail
                     MILLIONS of tons of a greenhouse gas "captured" during a new   clean-energy power-generation process could be buried at sea off the  South Wales coast.

                     The company behind the £375m Integrated Gas Combined Cycle   power station, planned for Onllwyn in Neath's Dulais Valley, said  yesterday the technology for undersea storage of carbon dioxide

                     (C02) had been working successfully in the North Sea since 1996.

                     But the chairman of Swansea Friends of the Earth, Roy Jones, warned  there would be "huge" transportation costs because C02 was quite  heavy and the cost would increase with distance.

                     "We do not think it is feasible to transport and store it," he said.  "There might also be ecological problems in disturbance to cetaceans  and other sea creatures.

                     "And venting the carbon dioxide to the atmosphere would upset  Government guidelines for reducing C02 emissions. It would be a  major problem whichever way you look at it."

                     Releasing the gas into the atmosphere might be the only available  option when the power station is scheduled to start generating  electricity in 2007. The Department of Trade and Industry has   admitted this will be the case "until such time as storage facilities are  made available".

                     The DTI pointed out, '

                     the London and Ospar Conventions covering dumping at sea - and   under the seabed - make storage there illegal. So the potential for   C02 storage does not exist until this is resolved, and this may take

up to 10 years."

                     Opponents of the scheme claim up to two million tons of C02 will be   released into the atmosphere every year, but the company denies  this.

                     Peter Whitton, managing director of Valleys Energy Ltd, maintains the  project will be "one of the cleanest coal- power stations in the UK".

                     He said it would have "dramatically lower emissions of the substances   that cause acid rain and lower carbon-dioxide emissions than  conventional coal-fired plants".

                     "The technology this plant will use is unique in having the built-in  capability to capture carbon dioxide cheaply," he said. "But we have  always made clear, at public meetings and elsewhere, that             sequestration will take some time to establish, and it could be   perhaps five years after the station first operates."

                     Planning approval is still awaited.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

FEATURE - Deep rocks might ease    global warming; or leak?
NORWAY: June 27, 2003

                OSLO - Rocks deep below the North Sea or the Ohio   River in the United States could be burial grounds for   global warming despite opposition from   environmentalists who fear a leaky, short-sighted fix. 

                Governments and companies around the world are studying  ways to pump greenhouse gases -- from power stations, oil   platforms or steel mills -- into deep, porous rocks where   they might be trapped for millions of years and curb a rise  in temperatures.

                The United States signed a charter on June 25 with the   European Union's executive Commission and 12 countries   including Russia, China, Japan, Canada and Brazil to  research the technology in a "Carbon Sequestration   Leadership Forum".

                But some environmentalists say the idea is costly and like  trying to sweep one of the planet's greatest problems under  the carpet.

                "The storage potential is enormous," said Tore Torp of the   Norwegian oil company Statoil, which has the world's first  commercial store of carbon dioxide (CO2) in sandstone   1,000 metres (3,300 feet) under the North Sea.

                "We believe the CO2 will stay there for many thousands of   years. There is no sign of leakage," Torp said of the project   he leads at the Sleipner gas and condensate field. Tests   began at Sleipner to filter out and bury CO2 in 1996.

                CO2 is the main gas blamed for blanketing the planet and   driving up temperatures, disrupting the climate with more  frequent floods, droughts and storms that could trigger  everything from desertification to higher sea levels.

                In a U.S. project, drills near a coal-fired power plant run by  American Electric Power in West Virginia have reached  about 1,200 metres (4,000 feet) in a search for CO2 storage  sites in sandstone as deep as 3,000 metres (10,000 feet)  below the Ohio River Valley.

                "We'll collect rock samples to learn as much as we can  about the local geology before deciding," said Neeraj   Gupta, project manager at research group Battelle which is  working with groups including BP and Schlumberger.

                Under the scheme, CO2 would be filtered from American   Electric's 1,300 MW Mountaineer power plant and buried.  CO2 might be injected into nearby oilfields where it could   help raise the amount of oil pumped out.

                PROLONG OIL DEPENDENCE?

                Many environmentalists see CO2 storage as a distraction   from shifting to clean, renewable energy like wind or solar   power and away from dirty fossil fuels like coal and oil.

                "Our view is that this is illegal," said Truls Gulowsen at the   environmental group Greenpeace, referring to Statoil's  Sleipner scheme. "Dumping of industrial waste at sea or   beneath the sea is banned."

                "It's more important to build windmills in China than to show   that you can bury CO2," he said. "No one can know if it will  not leak over thousands of years. And who'll check?" CO2   might corrode concrete plugs meant to seal wells.

                Jason Anderson, energy specialist at the Climate Action  Network in Brussels, which represents 75 non-governmental   organisations, said European environmentalists were   generally more sceptical than U.S. groups about carbon  storage.

                President George W. Bush pulled the United States out of  the Kyoto pact on limiting greenhouse gas emissions,   arguing it was too costly and wrongly excluded developing  countries.

                Anderson said CO2 storage could prolong dependence on  fossil fuels.

                "And it costs more fuel to capture CO2," he said. "Rather  than use one unit of coal you use 1.3 units for the same   power. Everything gets worse."

                Statoil now pumps about one million tonnes a year of   non-toxic CO2, produced by everything from living   organisms to car exhausts, into rocks below Sleipner. A   million tonnes is the rough equivalent of emissions by a  U.S. city of 50,000 people.

                Statoil reckoned the technology was cheaper than paying a  CO2 tax of about $40 a tonne on CO2 emissions in the  1990s. Many other countries are considering similar taxes  to force industry to meet goals under the Kyoto climate   pact.

                Torp rejected Greenpeace's suggestion that CO2 injection   was illegal, noting that it was legally sold and exported -- it  is the ingredient that puts fizz in beer or soft drinks.

                "If it was industrial waste it could not be transported across  borders," he said. "There are no such restrictions."

                U.S. officials estimate that up to 250 billion tonnes of   carbon could be captured from the atmosphere and stored  underground or captured in the soil in the United States.  The United States generates about 5.8 billion tonnes of  CO2 a year.

                Another solution is to inject CO2 into oil wells. It makes oil   flow more freely and loosens it from surrounding rocks,   perhaps raising output by 5-15 percent.

                In West Texas, oil firms have for years piped CO2 into oil   wells to help raise production. Similar schemes have been   run in Hungary and Turkey. Most of the CO2 stays  underground. 

                Story by Alister Doyle 

                REUTERS NEWS SERVICE 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS 

NAFTA Countries Adopt Biodiversity Strategy 

                      WASHINGTON, DC, June 26, 2003 (ENS) - North American   cooperation in the conservation of biodiversity was adopted as a long   term strategy Wednesday by the environment ministers of Canada,                Mexico and the United States at their annual meeting as members of   the Council of the Commission for Environmental Cooperation. 

                      Attending this 10th session of Council was Canadian Environment   Minister David Anderson, Mexican Secretary for Environment and  Natural Resources Victor Lichtinger, and U.S. Environmental                    Protection Agency Administrator Christine Todd Whitman in one of her  last acts in this position. She steps down Friday. 

                                                   From left, Mexican Environment  Secretary Victor Lichtinger, U.S.                                            EPA Administrator Christie  Whitman, Canadian Environment  Minister David Anderson at the                                             CEC session. (Photo courtesy CEC)

                                                   The Commission for  Environmental Cooperation                                            (CEC) was established by  Canada, Mexico and the United  States to build cooperation in implementing the North American  Agreement on Environmental Cooperation, the environmental side  accord to the North American Free Trade Agreement. 

                      The biodiversity resolution adopted by the three officials recognizes that  "through shared migratory and transboundary species and ecosystems   the environments of Canada, Mexico, and the United States are

intricately linked and interdependent." 

                      Biodiversity loss generally has a cascading or rippling effect on species,   ecosystems, and economies, first felt locally, then nationally and  regionally, the resolution states. 

                      The strategy was the result of "extensive collaboration" among   governments, nongovernmental organizations, and indigenous people,  they said, and explicitly recognized "the importance of the knowledge

nd role of indigenous and local communities" in the implementation of   the strategic plan. 

                      The shark-shinned hawk breeds across most of  Canada and Alaska below tree line, south through the   western United States to Central America. (Photo by  Frank Schleicher courtesy Cornell Lab of Ornithology)

                      The officials said that the new biodiversity  strategy creates an opportunity for North               America to serve as a "global leader" in developing cooperative approaches to address   biodiversity issues of shared concern. 

                      The management of freshwater is an issue of  global concern, the three officials acknowledged.

                      They asked the CEC Secretariat to collect and share amongst them  case studies that demonstrate national and local experiences and best  practices on water quality. 

                      They are most interested in affordable conservation technologies and   techniques, water management practices, and approaches to public  participation, to improve water use efficiency and protect aquatic   ecosystems; and sustainable watershed practices in North America  that relate to promoting water quality. 

                      Noting that in North America there is a significant trade in hazardous   waste destined for recycling and disposal operations, the three officials   said they are developing a "compatible" North American approach for

environmentally sound management of hazardous waste, including pilot  projects to track hazardous waste movement. 

                      They directed the CEC Secretariat to identify priority hazardous waste   streams, and identify priority hazardous recyclable materials and  wastes on which the three countries can work to strengthen

environmentally sound management practices regarding their   transboundary movement, recovery, and recycling. 

                      This work will require "collaboration and capacity building with our   customs agencies," the officials said, and identification of specific  capacity building needs in Mexico. 

                      To provide an opportunity for participation by the regulated hazardous   wastes community of the three countries and input from other  interested stakeholders, a public workshop on these issues is planned

with the CEC Joint Public Advisory Committee. 

                      Over the past year, progress has been made towards developing and  selecting indicators of children's health and the environment, the three  officials said. 

                      Based on the CEC's Cooperative Agenda for Children's Health and the  Environment in North America they decided to prepare a first report on  such indicators, to be published in 2004. It will outline an initial set of twelve indicators with others to be added later as more data becomes  available. 

                                                          In the clear air of the   Colorado Rockies,   children learn about  renewable energy. (Photo   by David Parsons courtesy  NREL)

                                                          Senior representatives  of the three national  health ministries will  be invited to join in   considering the first  report on these  indicators. 

                      They indicated the intention to publish a second set of indicators of  children's health and the environment within five years, and expect the  development of such indicators will contribute to the implementation of   commitments made at the World Summit on Sustainable Development  in 2002. 

                      The three officials also decided to extend the mandate of the Expert   Advisory Board on Children's Health and the Environment in North  America to September 2004. They will seek the board's advice to                 ensure that issues of children's health and the environment are   integrated throughout the CEC work plan, and will ask the board to  prepare a progress report on this issue next year. 

                      Strengthened cooperation on green purchasing, and greater availability    of financially relevant environmental information were agreed, as was a   draft strategic plan to promote enforcement and compliance

cooperation in North America and enhance environmental border   security. 

                      The draft strategic plan was presented in a public meeting coordinated  with the CEC ministerial meeting, and it is now available for a 60 day  public review. The officials said they intend to finalize and implement  this plan following that review. 

                      A CEC working group on the sound management of chemicals was   asked to report at next year's meeting on ways to reduce and eliminate   threats to environment and health from the most toxic and persistent

chemicals. 

                      Five North American regional action plans (NARAPs) on the sound   management of chemicals have been introduced to date - concerning  PCBs, mercury, chlordane, DDT and environmental monitoring and

assessment. 

                      The three officials said that the chlordane regional action plans has now   been completed and "the production and use of this toxic chemical in   North America has ended." The other plans are in various stages of

completion. 

                      A draft Phase I action plan for dioxins and furans, and   hexachlorobenzene, which emphasizes building capacity and a common  North American foundation of expertise and knowledge on these

substances, will be released for a 60 day public review period, they  said. 

                      The Parties will continue to support the CEC in the amount of US$9   million for the year 2004. They will meet in June 2004, in Mexico, for   the next regular session of the Council, a meeting that will mark the

                      CEC's 10th anniversary 

                      The anniversary will trigger a retrospective analysis of the    implementation of the North American Agreement on Environmental  Cooperation, as well as an assessment of the environmental effects of                   the North American Free Trade Agreement. 

                   Copyright Environment News Service (ENS) 2003. All Rights Reserved.
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REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA - NEWS UPDATE

27 June 2003
General Environmental news

African ministers discuss anti-desertification measures 

Dakar, Senegal (PANA) - More than a hundred ministers and experts on desertification will meet in Cotonou, Benin from 30 June to 4 July to identify anti-desertification measures for recommendation to the 6th Conference of the Parties (COP 6) to the UN Convention to Combat Desertification, a UNCCD release indicated Thursday. Commenting ahead of the next COP session coming up 25 August through 5 September in Havana, UNCCD executive secretary Hama Arba Diallo noted that "as the continent by desertification, Africa's input to the Conference of the Parties is very important." Diallo said ministers would be "made aware of developments in the fight against desertification, so that desertification- related issues may be mainstreamed in development policies," adding "a ministerial declaration will reflect the priorities set in Cotonou." During an initial three-day technical segment, achievements and constraints in the implementation of the Convention will be assessed in view of the recommendations of the World Summit on Sustainable Development and those adopted during the first session of the Committee for the Review of the Implementation of the Convention (CRIC 1) held last year, the release said. It said ministers would later be updated on progress made so far in order to enable them to give appropriate policy guidance at the national, sub-regional, regional and international levels. Further, representatives from more than 40 African country parties to the Convention will be briefed for the first time at the regional level, on measures to be taken in order to access funding from the Global Environment Facility (GEF). The global fund for the environment adopted decisions in the is expected to be operational upon approval by COP 6 in August-September. Strategies to enhance the implementation of the Convention once financial resources are available from GEF will be identified. Also high on the agenda of the Cotonou meeting is the Environment Initiative of the New Partnership for Africa's Development (NEPAD), which takes into account action programmes to combat desertification.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng001615&dte=26/06/2003
Oil companies warn Kenya over safety measures 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - The Petroleum Institute of East Africa  (PIEA) warned the Kenya government Thursday that failure to enforce stringent safety controls in the transportation of oil products could lead to disasters such as recently witnessed in Nigeria. PIEA chairman Kane Lamine said the government has for a long time failed to enforce existing safety control mechanisms, leading to the use of old trucks in the transportation of the petroleum products. "Transportation of oil is very risky and this must be improved," urged Lamine, who is also managing director of Total Kenya. PIEA was established three yeas ago to help promote standards to enhance environmental safety and curb oil damping. Speaking to PANA after the institute's luncheon organized for major players in the oil industry, Lamine insisted that while petroleum companies were working at reducing environmental pollution, the government must also act to get old cars off the roads. Nigeria witnessed a major oil disaster last Thursday when a state oil company failed to repair a vandalized pipeline, leading to an explosion that killed 125 villagers.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng001619&dte=26/06/2003
Strange disease kills Mauritanian Dolphins, turtles 

Nouakchott, Mauritania (PANA) - Scientists are still investigating what caused the death of 230 dolphins and 15 turtles along the Mauritanian coast between Nouakchott and the Dawling natural reserve near the Senegalese town of Saint Louis, sources at the World Conservation Union (UICN) revealed here. Although PANA only learnt of the deaths on Thursday, an international NGO had reportedly discovered the dead creatures over the 200-km coastline between 26 and 30 May. What killed the dolphins and turtles has not yet been determined with certainty. UNICN experts officially seized the Mauritanian Institute of Oceanographic Research (IMROP), which sent investigators to determine the real cause of the disaster. IMROP researchers sought to establish whether the dead dolphins and the turtles showed signs injuries. Sources close to the joint IMROP-IUCN delegation reported that "some dolphins showed signs of drowning," although they could not draw a final conclusion. So far, there are insufficient clues to incriminate fishing some 100 dolphins were killed in the same area last year. Results of laboratory tests on samples of the dead fish species sent for analysis in Europe have never been revealed. European nature conservation NGOs vehemently protested against the disaster that struck dolphins and turtles along the Mauritanian coast.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng001567&dte=26/06/2003
Heat waves hit Tunisia 

Tunis, Tunisia (PANA) - Northern Tunisia and the capital, Tunis sweltered in unseasonably hot temperatures of 40 degrees Celsius (104 degrees Fahrenheit) from last Sunday to Wednesday, weather services reported. In Tunis, thousands of thirsty people mobbed ice cream and cold drinks vendors beginning the early hours of the day when the streets are usually deserted. Temperatures reached 43 degrees Celsius (109 Fahrenheit) in the northwestern part of the country, and a smoldering 47 degrees Celsius (117 Fahrenheit) near its southern border. The heat wave, fanned by southern winds, was expected to last until Thursday, when temperatures should fall back to a more seasonal average of 27 degrees Celsius (81 Fahrenheit), the weather services forecast Thursday.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng001499&dte=26/06/2003
Government Destroys Genetically Modified Maize

Financial Gazette (Harare): THE government has directed National Foods Limited to destroy all the genetically modified (GMO) maize at the firm's plant in Bulawayo. Livestock producers say the grain which is to be destroyed could be used as stock-feed to save cattle in a region where nearly 50 000 cattle have perished in Matabeleland South alone due to the drought. The Financial Gazette is informed that since Monday, a total of about 3 000 tonnes of the GMO maize had by yesterday been dumped in several disused mine shafts at Turk Mine. This has disappointed cattle farmers, many of them peasants battling to source stock-feed. National Foods last year won a multi-million dollar World Food Porgramme (WFP) contract to mill 13 000 tonnes of GMO maize meal to feed hungry Zimbabweans. President Robert Mugabe reluctantly allowed WFP and other relief agencies to distribute GMO maize meal owing to serious food shortages caused by poor harvests blamed on the drought and the chaotic land reform. About six million people in Zimbabwe are dependent on the food-hand-outs mainly from WFP.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200306260761.html
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General environment news

'Govt lacks will to reduce pollution' 
Moch. N. Kurniawan, The Jakarta Post, June 27, 2003 - Jakarta: Environmentalists have said the government must pay more attention to the environment in its development policies, in order to reduce pollution problems at home before it is too late.
"The way the government manages the government is way off track," executive director of 
http://www.thejakartapost.com/detailnational.asp?fileid=20030627.C01&irec=0 

Fresh floods displace 50,000 people in east India
Reuters, June 26, 2003 - PATNA, India - Flooded rivers inundated dozens of villages and marooned about 50,000 people in the eastern Indian state of Bihar while flood waters began receding in neighbouring Bangladesh, officials said yesterday.
http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/21299/story.htm 

Bangladesh floods ease as rain stops
Reuters, June 26, 2003 - DHAKA - Floods have eased in Bangladesh as rains clear but 20 fishermen are still missing, believed dead, officials said.
Five people have died and nearly 70,000 people have been stranded in the floods -- which are an annual plague in poverty-stricken Bangladesh as monsoon rains overwhelm the hundreds of rivers that criss-cross the country.

http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/21297/story.htm 
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Iraq




Two Iraqis ride their motorbike past black smoke and flames along a pipeline near Barwanah, 250km northwest of Baghdad, on Tuesday. The pipeline, which links the northern city of Kirkuk with the Hadithah pumping station to the west and which supplied a refinery and a power plant in the capital, was partially destroyed in an explosion (photo by Marwan NAAMANI/AFP) 


http://www.jordantimes.com/Thu/
The UN role in the reconstruction of Iraq 

after the collapse of the Iraqi regime, the role of the United Nations and its specialised agencies in Iraq was raised by the coalition, the antiwar countries and the UN itself. The United States government declared that the UN will be given a “vital role” in the new Iraq. However, this was understood to be confined to the provision of humanitarian assistance to the Iraqi people. The UK was ready to assign a role to the UN wider than that, but the US position prevailed. 

The antiwar countries, namely, France, Germany and Russia, asked for a “central role” for the UN, which would go beyond humanitarian assistance to include a role in the reconstruction and political transition of Iraq. 

The Arab and other countries neighbouring Iraq took a decision at their Riyadh meeting that the UN should be given an “expanded role”. This position is closer to that of the antiwar countries. 

When discussing the role of the UN in the new Iraq, the following principal factors are, or should be, taken into consideration: 

The UNMOVIC and IAEA, that were entrusted by the UN Security Council to inspect and destroy weapons of mass destruction in Iraq, were not allowed, by the war, to finish their task. They needed few months to conclude their work and upon their recommendation, the economic sanctions on Iraq will be lifted. The issue of WMD, that was used by the coalition as the main justification for the war, has been recently raised in Washington and London. Was it only a pretext or a real threat? But where are those WMD? 

Though this might appear now as a historical issue, it will remain an important matter that will reflect on the credibility of the coalition countries. While UN Security Council Resolution 1483 referred to WMD in an ambiguous manner, the UN role in settling this issue will remain standing and will have to be “revisited”. 

In accordance with the UN Charter, the UN Security Council is the international organ in charge of maintaining peace and security. While Resolution 1441 of Nov. 8, 2002, warned Iraq of “serious consequences” if it violates UN Security Council resolutions, another resolution was required to allow war on Iraq. The US and UK tried very hard to get such a resolution but without success. Therefore, as Professor Joseph Nye, Dean of the JFK School of Government at Harvard University pointed out, the war on Iraq needed international legitimacy which only the UN Security Council can provide. However, what was lacking prior to the war was offered in its aftermath. UN Security Council Resolution 1483, adopted on May 22, offered this legitimacy and, more than that, recognised the US and UK as “the occupying powers” with full authorities (and responsibilities) to rule Iraq, its people and its resources. 

The UN played a major role, since 1996, in implementing the “oil-for-food” programme which was financed by Iraqi oil revenues. Such revenues were deposited in an escrow account that was used to finance Iraqi imports of civilian goods, compensations and UN-related staff and expenses. The UN used, through a special committee, to approve contracts, effect payments, pay compensations and take part in the distribution of monthly rations to 15 million or 60 per cent of the Iraqi population through thousands of outlets. 

The “oil-for-food” programme was to expire on June 3. However, it was extended, it seems for the last time, and as stipulated in the UN Security Council Resolution 1483, for six months, or till Nov. 22, 2003. That is another role or function which the coalition conceded to the UN. 

Another important UN role is humanitarian assistance to the Iraqi people. Given that millions are unemployed, poor and lack medical care, the UN agencies can contribute to mitigating their suffering. This role is already granted to the UN by the coalition and the international community, and the door was and is still open for the operations of World Food Programme, UNICEF, World Health Organisation, UNESCO, UNHCR, UNDP and others. This role is not disputed and should be intensified and financed from their budgetary and outside sources. 

Aside from the above roles of the UN which have been recognised and accepted, there are other roles that are more fundamental but have been monopolised by the occupying powers. These roles are crucial to the economic and political reconstruction of Iraq. They also reflect on the time frame of occupation (whether it will last for one, two or more years) and the credibility of its policies and actions in administering Iraqi resources. These roles are: 

— Maintaining safety and security in Iraq, which the coalition has not so far been able to achieve. This can be done under the UN flag with less human casualties and better acceptance and cooperation by the Iraqi people. The UN had similar experience in other regions where UN peacekeeping forces were mobilised from among member countries. However, the UN Security Council Resolution 1483 does not give this role to the UN and has left it completely to the occupying powers. 

— Reconstruction of the infrastructure and basic facilities (water, electricity, schools, health and other) which have been destroyed by the war or depreciated over the thirteen years of sanctions. The estimates for reconstruction range from $25 to $100 billion, depending on the time frame for such activities. Resolution 1483 gives full authority to the occupying powers to administer reconstruction activities through their control of oil revenues and their disbursements. The role of the UN, the IMF and World Bank will be only advisory, through the International Advisory and Monitoring Board of the newly established Development Fund at the Central Bank of Iraq. 

The UN secretary general special representative to Iraq, Sergio de Mello, has only an advisory and coordinating role. The contracts that have already been awarded provide a strong indication of the future trends. The American companies Bechtel and Halliburton, and their subsidiaries, have been the main contractors to the Iraqi projects. 

If a bigger role, not only advisory, were given to the Iraqi interim authority (which has been delayed) or the UN, contractors of various nationalities would compete in bidding for Iraqi projects, which will be to the advantage of both Iraq and many other countries. 

The UN also has been sidelined in the political reconstruction of the new Iraq. This is a serious task and the UN had gained experience in East Timor and Kosovo. The Iraqi army and security forces have been dismantled by Paul Bremer, the coalition chief administrator of Iraq. All Baath Party cadres have been dismissed from government positions. This has created millions of unemployed Iraqis. The National Assembly that was going to be elected as a political body from which the Iraqi interim authority would have been established has been replaced by a council whose members will be appointed by the occupying powers.

 http://www.jordantimes.com/Thu/opinion/opinion4.htm

UAE
Call to set up waste sorting facilities

Dubai Municipality has called upon private firms to set up waste sorting and recycling facilities in a bid to find a handling mode for the huge volume of domestic waste being generated in the emirate. 

It came at a seminar organised by the civic body on the subject, in the presence of representatives from several local firms, private investors, and waste recycling experts. 

Speaking at the seminar, Abdullah Al Shaibani, Director of the Contracts and Purchasing Department at Dubai Municipality, said while Dubai's constant growth and prosperity resulted in the improving of people's living standards on one hand, it resulted in the growing volume of domestic waste on the other. 

http://66.234.3.46/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2003/june/theuae_june612.xml

Anti-smoking facility at Wafi Mall

DUBAI - Smokers who want to kick the habit can now visit the anti-smoking facility at the Wafi Mall that has been set up as a joint community service by Dubai Rotary Club in partnership with the Government of Dubai's Department of Health, Manchester Clinic, and Wafi Mall. Colonel Saeed Mattar bin Bleilah, Director of Dubai Naturalisation and Residency Department (DNRD), Head of the Rotary Club UAE, attended yesterday the launch of the campaign at Wafi Mall. "The two-year old club in the UAE has organsied several activities and functions contributing to humanitarian causes such as distributing wheel chairs for handicapped among other social and environmental activities," Col. bin Bleilah said.

http://66.234.3.46/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2003/june/theuae_june600.xml
Lebanon
Al-Letany Project

A project on the improvement of the Watering Management in Lebanon and Jordan was presented in Al-Litany Station. They agreed on establishing a laboratory for this purpose, training the supervisors, equipments supply, and assured the cooperation between Jordan, Lebanon, Italy and Spain.
http://alanwar.com/lebanon/
__________________________________________________________________________

ROE MEDIA UPDATES

UNEP or UN in the news

Pakistan to be free from ODS by 2010: minister 

ISLAMABAD, June 25: Minister of State for Environment Tahir Iqbal on Wednesday said by 2010 the country would be free from the Ozone Depleting Substances (ODS), said an official statement. 

This was observed in a meeting between the minister and the implementing agencies of the Montreal Protocol - the World Bank, UNIDO and UNEP here. 

These international agencies are providing technical and financial assistance to the environment ministry to phase out the ODS and implement other provisions of the protocol.
http://www.dawn.com/2003/06/26/nat16.htm
General Environment News

Le Monde: plusieurs articles concernant le droit à l’environnement:

Chirac en vert…La France semble progresser en matière d'environnement... lentement mais sûrement...

http://www.lemonde.fr/article/0,5987,3208--325261-,00.html
Le Monde, 26 juin, front page and page 7: “Le droit à l’environnement entre dans la constitution “

Le garde des sceaux a présenté au conseil des ministres, mercredi 25 juin, le projet de "charte" prévoyant que les autorités publiques doivent "promouvoir un développement durable" et appliquer le "principe de précaution". Une révision de la Loi fondamentale est prévue à l'automne.

L'environnement, sujet cher à Jacques Chirac, s'apprête à entrer dans la Constitution de la Ve République. Dominique Perben, le garde des sceaux, a présenté, mercredi 25 juin, en conseil des ministres, le projet de loi constitutionnelle relatif à la charte de l'environnement. [image: image2.png]



http://www.lemonde.fr/article/0,5987,3224--325230-,00.html
FT, 26 June: INTERNATIONAL ECONOMY: EU paves way for emissions trading

The world's first global emissions trading market is set to be launched in 18 months, after the European Union agreed on a scheme to control greenhouse gases.

The EU's emissions trading scheme will be used to curb emissions from more than 10,000 companies, if it is ratified by the parliament next Wednesday.

The plan is the centrepiece of the EU's strategy for meeting its target of reducing greenhouse gases by 8 per cent between 1990 and 2010 under the 1997 Kyoto Protocol. It is expected to reduce the cost of implementing the Kyoto commitments by as much as 35 per cent. Companies that exceed their targets can sell emission credits to companies that cannot hit their targets.

http://search.ft.com/search/article.html?id=030626000997&query=Greenhouse+gases&vsc_appId=totalSearch&state=Form
Also in FT: Romania looks at ways to improve its climate

Alexandru Dragan, the mayor of Tasca in north-eastern Romania, becomes angry when he remembers conditions in his town three years ago. "It was raining cement from the factory and that was mixed with black oil from the works power plant. It was truly awful," he said.

However, an investment by the Danish government, which installed filters on the cement factory and new power plants which also provide heating for domestic users, has changed the area beyond recognition.

But the Danes were not acting out of altruism. Their help was prompted by the 1997 Kyoto Protocol on climate change which allows developed countries to earn emission credits by remedying pollution or greenhouse gas emissions in other countries.

Romania is expected to play a critical role in the global carbon market created under the protocol, which provides incentives to cut emissions at the most cost-effective locations, notably in the former Soviet bloc.

http://search.ft.com/search/article.html?id=030626000990&query=Romania+looks+at+ways&vsc_appId=quickSearch&offset=0&resultsToShow=10&vsc_subjectConcept=&vsc_companyConcept=&state=More&vsc_publicationGroups=TOPWFT&searchCat=-1
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T H U R S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
Liberia: access to desperate people in Monrovia dwindles with renewed fighting – UN

*
Security Council calls on Congolese parties to ‘completely’ renounce violence

*
UN warns despite progress, Al-Qaida still poses significant threat 

*
Annan heads to Geneva for talks with senior UN officials

*
UN envoy to embark on tour of Arab capitals in bid to boost Middle East peace

*
Drought, conflict obstacles to recovery in Ethiopia and Eritrea – UN aid official

*
One-month extension approved for UN mission in DR of Congo

*
Security Council extends UN’s Israel-Syria disengagement force by six months

*
Lack of security still hampering UN’s humanitarian operations in Iraq 

*
Senior UN official urges donors to include Iraqi women in reconstruction efforts

*
UN panel approves $2.27 billion in compensation for Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait

*
Annan calls for all-out effort to stamp out torture

*
Talking openly about drug abuse is vital for combating it – Annan

*
UN laments AIDS funding still only half of what will be needed by 2005

*
General Assembly approves 18 short-term judges to help Rwanda Tribunal

*
Bosnian Serb agrees to plead guilty to persecutions – UN tribunal
*
Majority cancer patients in developing countries lack treatment – IAEA

*
WHO says new SARS case in China does not indicate new transmission

*
Italian woman receives UN refugee award for work with Somalis

*
UN visitors’ entrance closed, tours suspended because of ‘suspicious package’

* * * * 

Liberia

26 June – After two days of fierce shelling and rocket blasts, Monrovia awoke to “less intense” fighting this morning, but the renewed push by rebels to take the Liberian capital has further eroded the ability of United Nations agencies and other humanitarian workers to assist thousands of terrified people in need.

In an interview with UN Radio today, Abou Moussa, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s top envoy for Liberia, said that fighting in Monrovia had resumed this morning, but with less intensity compared to yesterday. “So, there’s still hostilities between the two parties,” he said, flagging his team’s strong concern for the victims of the latest fighting.

Since earlier in the month, tens of thousands of people have been pouring into central Monrovia to flee the fighting on the outskirts of the city between government troops and the country’s main rebel group, Liberians United for Reconciliation and Democracy (LURD). UN agencies have warned that a “dire humanitarian situation” is unfolding as refugee camps, schools and even the national stadium have become overcrowded with desperate people seeking safe haven. 

Before fighting erupted in and around Monrovia, humanitarian workers had access to barely 30 per cent of Liberia. With the recent fighting in the capital, aid workers are increasingly unable to assist even those in need. UN offices remain closed today, and national staff have been instructed to remain at home.

Amid reports that a major hospital in Monrovia has been closed, a cholera outbreak affecting as many as 500 people, and reports from non-governmental organizations (NGOs) indicating that hundreds of civilians have been wounded or killed, the need for medical care is critical. 

As the violence has escalated and the security situation has become more tenuous, Mr. Moussa said “unfortunately, we’ve been forced to evacuate our people again…so we are very much concerned about the situation of the population and we do hope that there will be a stop to the war so that we can go back and attend to their needs.”

Mr. Moussa added that he feared the renewed violence would endanger the faltering Liberian peace talks underway in Accra, Ghana. Those negotiations between the Liberian Government and rebel leaders produced last week’s ceasefire, which was to have paved the way for comprehensive peace talks and the proposed formation of a transitional administration.
* * *

DR of Congo

26 June – Forcefully condemning the recent escalation of violence in the eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), members of the United Nations Security Council today called on all the parties in the area to fully commit to the political process and to “completely and decisively” renounce the military path.

In a statement to the press, Security Council President Sergey Lavrov of the Russian Federation said the members of the 15-nation body had been briefed on the situation in the DRC and expressed their deep concern over the latest developments in the eastern part of the country, particularly in the Kivus.

“They strongly condemned the recent escalation of fighting in the region, in particular the offensives by the RCD-Goma, which constitutes a serious violation of the ceasefire and poses a threat to the political process in the DRC,” Ambassador Lavrov said. He added that the Council urged all the Congolese parties to overcome their differences peacefully and establish a transitional national government without further delay.

Calling on all the parties in the eastern DRC for an immediate and unconditional cessation of hostilities and complete withdrawal to the previously agreed positions, the Council members also urged the Congolese parties, including the DRC Government, to refrain from any new deployments or other provocative actions.

Ambassador Lavrov said Council members called on all the parties to commit fully to the political process and to renounce completely and decisively the military path. With that in mind, they urged all parties concerned to comply fully with the Lusaka agreement, the Kampala and Harare disengagement plans, the Pretoria and Luanda accords and the Acte d’Engagement for the cessation of hostilities in the eastern and northeastern DRC signed in Bujumbura on 19 June.

“Members of the Council urged all governments in the region to exercise a positive influence on the Congolese parties in support of the peace process,” he said.

Also expressing their deep concern at the deteriorating humanitarian situation in the region, Council members strongly condemned human rights violations and reaffirmed that such acts would not remain unpunished. Ambassador Lavrov said they also reiterated their call on the parties to provide safe and unimpeded access for international humanitarian assistance.

The Council also condemned the recent abduction of two UN military observers, welcomed their release and demanded that all the parties abide fully by their obligation to provide full and unhindered access to the UN peacekeeping mission to allow it to carry out its mandate.

Meanwhile in the DRC, the official deadline for the withdrawal of Congolese Union of Patriots troops from war-torn Bunia ended yesterday at noon local time, with the UN Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC) reporting that the withdrawal was in progress.

Bunia has now been declared an “arms-free town” and it has become illegal to carry weapons of any type. The international emergency force deployed in the town had earlier issued an ultimatum banning all “visible armed presence” in Bunia, and following the expiration of yesterday’s deadline for gunmen to leave, the force will confiscate weapons carried in the streets.

In Kinshasa, the 68 representatives of the political opposition to the Inter-Congolese Dialogue are scheduled to meet under the auspices of the International Committee for Support to the Transition and in the presence of the Follow-Up Commission.

The meeting will try to designate members from the committee who will form a part of the transition government. Their failure to take a decision on representatives has been one of the stumbling blocks for the formation of the transition government.

* * *
Al-Qaida

26 June – Despite significant progress in the fight against Al-Qaida, the terrorist group blamed for the 11 September 2001 attacks against the United States still poses a significant threat to international peace and security, including possible use of weapons of mass destruction (WMD), according to a United Nations draft report released today.

Calling on all states to tighten their controls to cut-off all access to financing and weapons materials, the first report of the Monitoring Group on Al-Qaida established by the UN Security Council warns of potential nuclear, radioactive, chemical and biological assaults by the group as well as the poisoning of water networks.

It notes such recent successes as the arrest of members of Usama bin Laden’s original command team, Sheikh Mohammed, Yasir al-Jaziri, Waleed bin Attash and other senior lieutenants, leading to the break-up of cells in a number of countries, but adds that recent events such as bombings in Saudi Arabia, Chechnya, Morocco and Afghanistan show Al-Qaida’s continuing threat.

“We have a long way to go,” Ambassador Heraldo Munoz of Chile, Chairman of the Security Council Committee on Al Qaida sanctions and Michael Chandler, Chairman of the Monitoring Group, told a news briefing at UN Headquarters in New York.

“In order to reduce the chances of Al-Qaida obtaining a nuclear device, special efforts must be undertaken to insure that all countries which possess nuclear weapons maintain the strictest controls and security regimes at all times,” the reports stresses. “These regimes should be constantly subject to audit and scrutiny.”

There is a much higher probability, it adds, that the network will continue its efforts to develop an Improvised Radiological Dispersion Device (IRDD) – a so-called “dirty bomb” that produces a huge psychological effect out of all proportion to its physical effects by sowing panic. Sabotage of nuclear facilities and radioactive sources is also a possibility.

The Monitoring Group, therefore, “as the first line of defence against such a threat, strongly urges Member States to join the Convention on the Physical Protection of Nuclear Material (CPPNM), including states which, though they have no domestic nuclear programme, are used as transit routes for nuclear materials,” the report says.

It adds that the Group is “very concerned” by the potential for attacks on chemical production facilities as well as biological assaults. “Nobody knows exactly what kind of toxins or virus may be in the hands of the terrorists or that they may attempt to acquire.  Consequently, all scenarios are possible, even the most shocking ones,” it states.

The report strongly recommends that States which have not already done so sign and ratify the Chemical Weapons Convention, the Biological and Toxin Weapons convention (BTWC) and the Convention on the Physical Protection of Nuclear Material as well as taking all steps necessary to criminalize terrorist financing.

Despite new laws, regulations and procedures adopted by Member States to better identify and deter terrorist financing, Al-Qaida “is still able to exploit loopholes and has developed new techniques to acquire, utilize and distribute funds and logistical resources” from the illicit drug trade, through charities and from deep pocket donors for indoctrination, recruitment, and training, the reports says.

“The efforts to curb financing of the Al-Qaida network are far from over. Many of the Al-Qaida sources of funding have yet to be uncovered and frozen,” it adds despite the $125 million in terrorist-related financial assets so far frozen worldwide.

“Many experts believe that this is only ‘the tip of the iceberg,’” the report says of the charities so far closed down. 

* * *

Secretary-General

26 June – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan left London today for Geneva, where he will meet with senior UN officials as well as address the high-level segment of the UN Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) next week.

The Secretary-General is scheduled have a working luncheon tomorrow with the heads of UN agencies. On Monday, he will speak to the annual session of ECOSOC, which this year will focus on promoting an integrated approach to eradicating poverty and encouraging sustainable development in rural areas.

Yesterday afternoon, following his meeting with British Prime Minister Tony Blair, the Secretary-General met with the Chancellor of the Exchequer, Gordon Brown, with whom he discussed the upcoming review in October toward meeting the Millennium Development Goals.

According to a UN spokesperson, they also touched on the private sector’s role in development, the economic situation in Iraq, development prospects in the Middle East, the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD), the Doha round of trade talks and the UN budget.

The Secretary-General then met with Foreign Secretary Jack Straw for talks on the Middle East, including Iran, as well as Zimbabwe, the UN’s war crimes tribunal for Rwanda, the war in Liberia and UN reform.

At a press encounter afterward, the Secretary-General was asked about whether UN troops were needed in Iraq. He noted that the Security Council, in resolution 1483, gave the responsibility for creating a secure environment to the occupying powers. “And quite frankly,” he added, “I doubt that we will have the capacity to take on that responsibility at this stage.” He said that security in Iraq should be left to a multinational force or to the coalition.

* * *

Middle East

26 June – The top United Nations envoy for the Middle East peace process, Terje Roed-Larsen, is set to leave tomorrow on a nine-day regional tour of Arab capitals to follow up on the latest meeting of the diplomatic Quartet.

Mr. Roed-Larsen, the UN Special Co-ordinator, is scheduled to meet with senior government officials in Beirut, Damascus, Amman and Cairo, where he will engage in consultations on implementation of the Road Map and discuss possible ways for the Quartet’s regional partners to assist in this process, according to a UN spokesperson.

Following their meeting on Sunday on the shores of the Dead Sea in Jordan, the Quartet members – the United Nations, United States, Russian Federation and European Union – issued a statement hailing positive developments in the peace process and urging further efforts by both Israel and the Palestinian authorities to consolidate the gains achieved so far.

The Quartet also hailed the appointment of Palestinian Prime Minister Mahmoud Abbas and the “strong start he and his Government have made in difficult circumstances,” as well as the acceptance by both sides of the Road Map which envisages, in 2005, two States – Israel and Palestine – living side by side in peace and security.

The statement also welcomed “the very positive message and personal commitment of President [George W. Bush] and his decision to place a mission on the ground charged with helping the parties to move toward peace, through establishment of a credible and effective structure led by the United States, in close cooperation with the Quartet, to coordinate, monitor, and promote implementation of the parties’ commitments and responsibilities, as laid out in the Road Map.”

* * *

Ethiopia/Eritrea

26 June – Prolonged drought and the lingering effects of conflict were among the myriad “serious and complex” hurdles to long-term recovery in Ethiopia and Eritrea, according to a senior United Nations humanitarian official just back from a weeklong assessment of ways to better address the underlying causes of food insecurity in the region.

A third drought in four years in Eritrea and Ethiopia prevented communities from long-term recovery, the UN’s Deputy Humanitarian Coordinator, Carolyn McAskie, said at a UN Headquarters press briefing today. The effects of the drought in the Horn of Africa were further exacerbated by the fact that Ethiopia and Eritrea had not yet recovered from their war.

In Eritrea, Ms. McAskie said, over 2 million people – two-thirds of the total population – were affected and required humanitarian assistance. A fairly low response to requests for assistance at the beginning of the year had picked up significantly over the second quarter, and now about 40 per cent of the needs requested had been pledged.
Still, the difficulty in getting the pledges to the region, unfortunately, meant that less than 19 per cent of the food aid was actually on the ground in Eritrea, she added. Only about 60 per cent of the needy were getting food deliveries, and at lower rations. Critical non-food deliveries, including supplementary feeding for children and assistance to water projects, were at about 12 per cent of what had been requested.

Ethiopia was also facing a complex and serious situation, Ms. McAskie said. The food aid response to its appeal, however, had been very gratifying. With a confirmed 90 per cent of the pledges met, she hoped that the 10 per cent gap would be closed as well. Non-food items were up to 80 per cent, and the response of the Government and the international community had been very good.

One area of concern was southern Ethiopia, she added, where communities that were actually quite fertile were suffering from a “green famine” – where crops were growing, but were unusually late. In addition, entire areas were suffering from drops in income as a result of low coffee prices. During her visit, Ms. McAskie had come across large pockets of extremely vulnerable children in that region. Children had suffered year after year, but had been overwhelmed by this particular drought.

Currently, most of the vulnerable groups had been identified and supplementary foods were being delivered, she said. The good news was that 95 per cent of the most vulnerable children could be saved, if put on therapeutic feeding or supplementary feeding. However, the Government, UN partners and donors must ensure that the next round of food needs assessments cover the whole country and all sectors. The big issue for Ethiopia was long-term and medium-term recovery. In that connection, the Government had just launched a comprehensive strategy called “Coalition on Food Security” to ensure better preparedness for future droughts.

* * *

DR of Congo

27 June – Deeply concerned over the continuation of hostilities in the eastern part of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), in particular in the province of North Kivu, the Security Council today extended the United Nations mission in that country for another month.

Reaffirming its readiness to support the peace process, in particular through the UN Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC), the Council unanimously adopted a resolution extending MONUC’s mandate until 30 July.  

The Council also took note of Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s recent special report on the situation in the conflict-plagued DRC, in which he had recommended that the mission’s mandate be extended for a full year – until next June – and that its military strength be boosted to nearly 11,000 troops. He also recommended that the possibility of imposing an arms embargo be considered in war-ravaged Ituri district as well as the Kivus.

In the report, Mr. Annan stresses that after nearly five years of continuous fighting in the DRC, the Congolese parties and the UN were now standing at the intersection of peace and war. “Securing a successful transition and a lasting peace will require the utmost cooperation between the country’s leaders and the Organization,” he writes.

“The magnitude of the challenges should not to be underestimated,” Mr. Annan observes. “The country is still divided, military hostilities continue in the east, the population is traumatized by years of conflict, the country is poverty stricken and State services and infrastructure are non-existent.” MONUC, he continues, is well, if not uniquely placed to play a central role in assisting the parties through the transition period.

* * *

UNDOF

27 June – The United Nations Security Council today extended through December the mandate of the UN peacekeeping force known as UNDOF, which was established in 1974 to monitor the disengagement of Israeli and Syrian forces in the Golan Heights.

By a unanimously adopted resolution, which prolonged the mandate of the UN Disengagement Observer Force until 31 December, the Council also called on the parties concerned to implement immediately the Council’s milestone resolution 338 of October 1973. 

The Council also requested Secretary-General Kofi Annan to submit, by the end of the renewal period, a report “on the developments in the situation and the measures taken to implement” the 338 resolution, which, in part, called upon the parties to start immediately implementing another landmark Council decision – resolution 242 of 1967 – and resolved that “negotiations shall start between the parties concerned under appropriate auspices aimed at establishing a just and durable peace in the Middle East.” 

An accompanying statement by the President of the Council, Ambassador Sergey Lavrov of the Russian Federation, said that the view of the 15-nation body had been reflected by a statement of the Secretary-General in a recent report, which noted that “the situation in the Middle East is very tense and is likely to remain so, unless and until a comprehensive settlement covering all aspects of the Middle East problem can be reached.”

* * *

Iraq: humanitarian

26 June – Lack of security remains a source of concern for United Nations operations in Iraq and the UN World Food Programme (WFP) has been forced to temporarily withdraw from the Al Hurriya warehouse in Baghdad following ongoing unrest and theft, a spokesman said today.

Meanwhile, the UN refugee agency appealed to donors to make up a $31 million shortfall to fund its work in Iraq through the end of the year, and the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) announced that it had teamed up with five international aid organizations to study the situation in which Iraqi children live, identifying particularly vulnerable groups.

The United States-run Coalition Provisional Authority (CPA) is working with WFP to resolve the security issues, Adnan Jarrar, spokesperson for the UN Office of the Humanitarian Coordinator for Iraq (UNOHCI), told a news briefing in Baghdad. 

Last week, an organized crowd attacked a convoy transporting WFP food at Safwan in southern Iraq. A vehicle positioned in front of the convoy forced the trucks to slow down while a crowd threw stones at drivers and stole 390 bags of wheat flour. This was the fifth convoy transporting WFP food to be attacked in the area since distribution started. A gun battle also took place at Kimadia warehouse No.1 in Baghdad on Sunday.

So far WFP has delivered 480,000 tons of wheat flour, sugar and rice procured under the Oil-for-Food programme, in which the sanctions-bound regime of Saddam Hussein was allowed to sell oil for humanitarian supplies, to Baghdad, Erbil, Hilla, Ba’aquba, Mosul, Amara, Basra and Nassriyah. 

The UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) said it had so far received more than $59 million in funds but still needs some $31 million to meet its estimated needs through the end of 2003 to continue helping more than 110,000 refugees in the country as well as displaced Iraqis who are choosing to return home on their own.

“Iraq is facing enormous needs after years of neglect,” UNHCR chief Ruud Lubbers said. “UNHCR and our humanitarian partners require urgent assistance to help the Iraqi people and to maintain life-giving aid programmes to ensure that returning Iraqis have the basic assistance and infrastructure so their return and reintegration is durable.”

As to the children’s project, UNICEF said the investigation, which it will carry out together with the Christian Children’s Fund, Save the Children UK, World Vision International, the International Rescue Committee and Save the Children US, will identify particularly vulnerable groups of children, including street children, working children, institutionalized children, and children in conflict with the law.

“This is not just an assessment, it is a means for making contact with children so that UNICEF and our dedicated NGO (non-government organizations) partners can immediately assist any child we come in contact with who needs our support,” said he agency’s representative in the country, Carel de Rooy.

For its part, the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), in cooperation with the CPA and the Ministry of Agriculture, has finalized plans for the upcoming winter grain crop and most signs are encouraging.

The crop, planted in October and November and harvested next spring, is composed mainly of wheat and barley and is likely to be a crucial crop since it marks the transition of Iraqi agriculture from the old system to the new one that is emerging.

FAO estimates that Iraq’s farmers will plant 1.8 million hectares of wheat and 830,000 hectares of barley, which falls well within the annual average of somewhere between 2.5 and 3 million hectare, spokesman Barry Came said.

Meanwhile, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative for Iraq, Sergio Vieira de Mello, will travel to the city of Najaf to meet with political and religious leaders as part of his continuing efforts to reach out to a wide spectrum of Iraqi society, both in Baghdad and the provinces.

* * *
Iraq

26 June – As donor countries prepare for a conference this autumn on the reconstruction of Iraq, a senior United Nations official today urged for the inclusion of a strong gender dimension to ensure that outcomes reflect the concerns of both men and women.

“The capacity and skills of women in Iraq are considerable and we rely on those driving the humanitarian efforts in the country to ensure women are fully involved and able to influence the process,” said Joanne Sandler, Deputy Executive Director for Programme at the UN Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM).

Ms. Sandler – speaking during a UNIFEM-sponsored panel discussion on the role of women in post-conflict Iraq held at UN Headquarters in New York – said it was important for women to have a say across all the sectors covered by the pledging conference in October agreed upon earlier this week by 52 countries as well as UN agencies and representatives of the Coalition Provisional Authority (CPA), the US-run interim administration in Baghdad. 

UNIFEM Executive Director Noeleen Heyzer said the change of regime in Iraq presents an “opportunity for broader participation by women.” She said although Iraqi women have a long history of social mobilization, it was rather “static and hierarchical” under the old government.

Nasreen Mustafa Sideek, Minister of Reconstruction and Development of the Iraqi Kurdistan Regional Government and Hattie Babbitt, Senior Vice President of Women Waging Peace, were also part of the panel.

* * *

Iraq/Kuwait

26 June - The United Nations panel set up to process claims and pay compensation for losses and damage suffered as a result of Iraq’s invasion and occupation of Kuwait in 1990-1991 today approved awards of more than $2.27 billion, bringing the total awarded so far to $46.3 billion.

Of this amount some $17.6 billion has been made available to governments and international organizations for distribution to successful claimants of all categories.

More than $150 billion in claims have been filed with the panel, the UN Compensation Commission (UNCC), which decided to hold its next session from 16 to18 September.

Money for the awards comes from the UN Compensation Fund, which received up to 30 per cent of the revenue generated by Iraqi oil exports under the UN’s Oil-for-Food programme, which allowed the former sanctions-bound regime to sell oil for humanitarian supplies. That programme will be phased out by 21 November.

* * *

Torture

26 June – Declaring that “the sad truth is that we have a long way to go in stamping out torture,” United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today called on all states to ratify the international agreements against the evil, to devise new strategies to combat it and to contribute generously to the UN fund to aid victims.

“As surely as it stands for peace and development, the United Nations stands equally for freedom from torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, and for bringing the perpetrators of such grave crimes to justice,” Mr. Annan said in a message marking International Day in Support of Victims of Torture.

“We must continue to develop new strategies and follow through on those already in place,” he added.

He noted that the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, adopted by the General Assembly last December, establishes a framework that will allow visits by independent international and national bodies to places where persons are deprived of liberty.

“I call upon all States that have not yet done so to ratify the Convention and its Optional Protocol as a concrete step in the struggle to prevent torture in our world,” he said.

Mr. Annan thanked all those who had contributed to the UN Voluntary Fund for Victims of Torture who “often carry the physical and mental scars with them throughout their lives.” He added: “I call on all others to follow this example by giving generously to the Fund, so that an even greater number of projects can be funded in the coming year.

“On this International Day in Support of the Victims of Torture, let us harness our moral outrage at this practice and commit ourselves to concrete steps to end it once and for all,” he concluded. “We owe this to the victims of torture.  And we owe it to our common humanity.”

In Geneva, the acting UN High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), Bertrand Ramcharan, marked the day by approving, on behalf of the Secretary-General, grants amounting to about $7.2 million to organizations supporting survivors of torture.

Mr. Ramcharan joined the UN Committee against Torture, the Special Rapporteur of the Commission on Human Rights on torture and the Board of Trustees of the UN Voluntary Fund for Victims of Torture in a joint appeal to governments, non-governmental organizations, private and public entities and individuals to contribute generously to the Fund.

As part of the commemorations of the Day, the OHCHR and the UN Office in Geneva have organized an exhibition of the about 230 works of art by torture victims from around the world.

* * *

Drugs

26 June – Talking openly about drugs and thus breaching the wall of “silence, stigma and exclusion” is crucial if the international community is to fight the problem seriously, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today.

“Drug abuse is often a result of underlying problems or a symptom of a broader malaise,” Mr. Annan said in a message marking International Day against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking, whose theme this year is Let’s Talk About Drugs. “It is, therefore, important to talk about addressing the potential causes, and not just the abuse in isolation.

“Talking about drugs is the only way to break the silence, stigma and exclusion that surround people who are drug-dependent, and that only make the problem worse.  Talking openly is also essential if we are to tackle the problem early and avoid it becoming a chronic condition,” he added.

The Secretary-General noted that an estimated 200 million people worldwide use illicit drugs and that the effects go far beyond the individuals concerned, causing incalculable harm to society in health, social and economic terms – including the spread of HIV.

“Today’s International Day against Drug Abuse is a reminder to all of us to play our part,” he declared.  “The United Nations is here to assist you in this fight.”

UN General Assembly President Jan Kavan of the Czech Republic noted the progress made in some areas such as Southeast Asia and the Andes of Latin America, where narcotics cultivation and production are down, were offset by “dismaying trends” as in Afghanistan where record crops of opium poppies are being produced and in the new markets of Eastern Europe, Russia and China where drug abuse is on the rise.

“What do these trends mean?” Mr. Kavan asked in his message. “They mean that we need to keep talking.”

Launching the campaign, the UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) said it “encourages parents, grandparents, other relatives, teachers, peers etc., to talk to children and young people about the dangers of drug use and to get them more involved” in discussing drugs openly.

“We often hesitate to talk to our children about drugs and substance abuse, leaving them vulnerable to ill-informed or, worse, deliberately misleading information,” UNODC Executive Director Antonio Maria Costa said.  “Parents and adults who care for children and young people must learn to bring up the subject of substance abuse at the right time.  Drug abuse is NOT an acceptable or, indeed, popular part of young people’s lives.”

To support this year’s campaign, UNODC has produced 30- and 60-second radio spots in seven languages for unrestricted use by broadcasters.

* * *

HIV/AIDS

26 June – An estimated $4.7 billion will be spent this year to address the AIDS epidemic in low- and middle-income countries, falling far short of the more than $10.5 billion that will be needed annually by 2005, according to a report released today by the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS).

The latest “Report on the State of HIV/AIDS Financing” – released for the UNAIDS Programme Coordinating Board (PCB) meeting taking place in Geneva today and tomorrow – the $4.7 billion estimate includes $1.6 billion in international bilateral assistance, $1 billion in multilateral and Global Fund spending, $1 billion in projected spending by governments in affected countries, and household spending in those countries of just over $1 billion.

“Even with recent increases in AIDS spending, the mismatch between need and funding continues to be one of the biggest obstacles in the struggle to control the epidemic,” UNAIDS Executive Director Peter Piot said. “Although we are half way there in closing the AIDS funding gap, there is still half way to go.”

Spending by governments, international organizations, foundations and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) increased nine-fold from 1996 to 2002, to over $2.8 billion from just under $300 million, the report states. Over $10.5 billion a year will be needed in 2005, however, for a “barebones” package of prevention, treatment, care and support programmes in low- and middle-income countries. By 2007, almost $15 billion will be needed.

The United States and European nations have recently announced their intention to increase AIDS funding, through bilateral and multilateral channels, and the new Global Fund to fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria. If realized, these announcements would translate into additional annual spending of $1.2 billion by 2005 – still leaving a gap of almost $5 billion.

“It is important that announced funding increases for 2004 are converted into funds that reach prevention and care programmes on the ground,” Dr. Piot stressed. “But it is even more important that spending keeps on increasing through 2005 and beyond.”

* * *

ICTR

26 June – The United Nations General Assembly has elected 18 short-term judges to help expedite the work of the UN International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR). 

The new judges, elected yesterday in two separate ballots from a list of 23 candidates, will serve for four-year terms and can be called on to help with trial work. The Security Council established the pool of temporary or ad litem judges last year in the hopes that the additional manpower will allow the Tribunal to complete its work by 2008, rather than 2017, the original tentative date.

The judges elected yesterday include Aydin Sefa Akay of Turkey, Florence Rita Arrey of Cameroon, Solomy Balungi Bossa of Uganda, Robert Fremr of the Czech Republic, Taghreed Hikmat of Jordan, Karin Hokborg of Sweden, Vagn Joensen of Denmark, Gberdao Gustave Kam of Burkina Faso, and Tan Sri Dato ‘Hj. Mohd. Azmi Dato ‘Hj. Kamaruddin of Malaysia.

Flavia Lattanzi of Italy, Kenneth Machin of the United Kingdom, Joseph Edward Chiondo Masanche of Tanzania, Lee Gacuiga Muthoga of Kenya, Seon Ki Park of the Republic of Korea, Mparany Mamy Richard Rajohnson of Madagascar, Emile Francis Short of Ghana, Albertus Henricus Joannes Swart of the Netherlands and Aura Emerita Guerra de Villalaz of Panama round out the pool of new judges.

The Council created the Rwanda Tribunal, located in Arusha, Tanzania, in November 1994, to prosecute people responsible for genocide and other serious violations of international humanitarian law committed in the territory of Rwanda between 1 January and 31 December 1994. 

The Tribunal may also deal with prosecution of Rwandan citizens responsible for genocide and other such violations of international law committed in neighbouring States over the same period.

* * *

ICTY

26 June – A Bosnian Serb prison guard accused of torturing and killing detainees at the Keraterm camp has agreed to plead guilty to one count of crimes against humanity in exchange for having other charges against him dropped, the United Nations tribunal for the former Yugoslavia said today.

According to the negotiated plea agreement between Predrag Banovic and the Office of the Prosecutor for the UN International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY), Mr. Banovic would agree to plead guilty to count one of the consolidated indictment for persecutions in exchange for the dismissal of the remaining four charges.

Mr. Banovic and his twin brother, Nenad, were arrested in November 2001 in the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia. They were accused of participating in the abuse, beating, torture and killing of detainees in Keraterm camp, where they regularly performed guard duties.

“Severe beatings, torture, killings, sexual assault, and other forms of physical and psychological abuse were commonplace at Keraterm camp,” the indictment said. “The camp guards and others who came to the camps used all types of weapons and instruments to beat and otherwise physically abuse the detainees.” At a minimum, hundreds of detainees, whose identities were known and unknown, did not survive.

Mr. Banovic was originally charged with 13 counts of crimes against humanity, including persecutions on political, racial or religious grounds, inhumane acts, murder and torture, as well as 12 counts of violations of the laws or customs of war, including outrages upon personal dignity, murder, torture and cruel treatment.

* * *

IAEA

26 June – The United Nations nuclear watchdog agency today warned that the number of cancer patients in the developing world will double to 10 million new cases annually by 2015, most of whom will have no access to the radiation therapy that could save or prolong their lives, and decrease their pain and suffering.

“At least 50 to 60 per cent of cancer victims in the developing world can benefit from radiotherapy that destroys cancerous tumours, but most developing countries do not have enough radiotherapy machines or sufficient numbers of specialized doctors and other health professionals,” said Mohamed ElBaradei, Director-General of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA).

Radiotherapy ranks with surgery as the most important methods of curing local cancer. It is often administered before surgery or after surgery to either facilitate surgery or consolidate surgical gains, and reduce local recurrence.

IAEA said there are insufficient facilities and qualified staff to adequately treat the victims of cancer in poorer nations. Developing countries – home to 85 per cent of the world population – have only about one-third of the total radiotherapy facilities, or some 2,200 radiation therapy machines. In contrast, the developed world has more than 4,500 treatment machines.

“The IAEA has been stepping up its efforts as the coming crisis in cancer management in the developing world has become more acute,” Mr. ElBaradei said. “Greater support from the international community is needed so that effective cancer treatment is more widely available in the less advantaged nations of the world.”

The agency supports the provision of radiotherapy equipment, training, quality assurance and maintenance in developing countries. It estimates that at least $2.5 billion will be needed to provide adequate treatment facilities over the next decade. 

IAEA is working with key partners such as the UN World Health Organization (WHO) in establishing national cancer management programmes that include prevention, early diagnosis, treatment and palliative care. Studies show that in advanced countries with such programmes, the investment pays off – about 45 per cent of all cancers are cured. 

Some 6 million people died from cancer in 2000, the last year for which full results are available. Cancer deaths will increase to 10 million per year by 2020, according to latest WHO estimates.

* * *
SARS


26 June – A new probable case of SARS has been reported in China’s Guangdong Province, which was removed from the list of areas with recent local transmission of Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome on 13 June, but the United Nations health agency said it was a reclassification of a suspect case and did not indicate a new transmission.

It was the first new case since 17 May to be reported in Guangdong, where SARS first emerged last November. The case had previously been classified as a suspect case and, according to UN World Health Organization (WHO) recommendations, was placed in isolation on 3 June.

Stressing that the reclassification should not be taken as an indication that local transmission has occurred, WHO said the most likely explanation was that the case, with its onset in early June, will be linked to a chain of transmission that was subsequently broken.

This retrospective reporting of a case newly classified as a “probable,” does not constitute a reason for any change in the status of Guangdong, the agency said.

As of 25 June, there have been 8,460 cases of SARS with 808 deaths, the majority of them in China with 5,327 cases and 348 deaths.  

* * *
Nansen Award

26 June – An Italian woman who has spent more than three decades helping displaced Somalis has been honoured with the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) annual humanitarian award.

Presenting the Nansen Refugee Award – given to individuals or organizations that “have distinguished themselves in work on behalf of refugees” – UNHCR chief Ruud Lubbers yesterday praised 60-year-old Annalena Tonelli for her “profound generosity of spirit” and the incredible sacrifice she has made to bring assistance to one of the most destitute populations in the world.

Ms. Tonelli has spent the last 33 years working with the Somali people, both in Kenya and those returned home. She currently runs a 200-bed hospital in Borama and has also established a school for the deaf in the same area. Ms. Tonelli also organized visits by surgeons from a German charity that have so far restored sight to more than 3,700 people.

A lawyer with diplomas in tropical medicine, community medicine and control of tuberculosis, Ms. Tonelli has single-handedly set up outreach clinics to support her 30-year-old fight against tuberculosis among the nomadic Somali communities. She has raised funds to run the clinics, care for the patients, and raise HIV/AIDS awareness and the harmful effects of female genital mutilation.

The High Commissioner said Ms. Tonelli was chosen to demonstrate that with limited means, but with passion and limitless energy, many lives can be saved and many desperate people given hope.

She is the 59th recipient of the annual award, which includes a $100,000 grant. It was created in 1954 and named after Fridtjof Nansen – world famous Norwegian polar explorer and the world’s first international refugee official.

* * *

United Nations

26 June – The United Nations closed the visitors’ entrance at its New York headquarters for several hours today and suspended its morning tours after a suspicious package described as a bag with a canister inside was found at the tent outside the entryway.

Although results from a canine team were negative, one initial reading for radiation caused concern. Subsequent tests for radiation did not show anything unusual and the New York Police and Fire Departments were called in to help inspect the package.

Further tests conducted by the New York Bomb Squad, the radiation unit and the Department for Environmental Protection came back negative and the visitors’ entrance was reopened and tours resumed in the afternoon.

* *** *

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

AND THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Hua Jiang, Deputy Spokesman for the Secretary-General and Richard Sydenham, Spokesman for the General Assembly President.

Deputy Spokesman

Good afternoon.

**Guest at Noon
Carolyn McAskie, Deputy Humanitarian Coordinator will join us later today to talk about the humanitarian situation in Eritrea and Ethiopia.

**Secretary-General Leaves London
The Secretary-General left London today for Geneva, where he will have a working luncheon with the heads of UN agencies tomorrow and will address the high-level segment of the Economic and Social Council next Monday.

Yesterday afternoon, following his meeting with British Prime Minister Tony Blair, the Secretary-General met with the Chancellor of the Exchequer, Gordon Brown, with whom he discussed the upcoming review in October toward meeting the Millennium Development Goals.  They also touched on the private sector’s role in development, the economic situation in Iraq, development prospects in the Middle East, the New Partnership for Africa’s Development, the Doha round of trade talks and the UN budget.

The Secretary-General then met with British Foreign Secretary Jack Straw.  They discussed the Middle East, including Iran, and then talked about Zimbabwe, the Rwanda Tribunal, the war in Liberia and UN reform.

At a press encounter afterward, the Secretary-General called on Uganda and Rwanda to cooperate in maintaining peace along their common border with the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

Asked about whether UN troops were needed in Iraq, the Secretary-General noted that the Security Council, in resolution 1483, gave the responsibility for creating a secure environment to the occupying powers.  “And quite frankly”, he added, “I doubt that we will have the capacity to take on that responsibility at this stage.”  He said that security in Iraq should be left to a multinational force or to the Coalition.  We put out the transcript of that press encounter, as well as an earlier one following his meeting with Tony Blair yesterday afternoon.

**Liberia
The ability of humanitarian workers to assist those in need in Liberia has dwindled further.  Before fighting erupted around Monrovia on 5 June, humanitarian workers had access to barely 30 per cent of Liberia.  With the recent fighting in Monrovia, humanitarian workers are increasingly unable to assist even those in need in Monrovia.  United Nations offices today remain closed, and national staff have been instructed to remain at home.

With a cholera outbreak affecting as many as 500 people, and reports from non-governmental organizations indicating that hundreds of civilians have been wounded or killed, the need for medical care is critical.  However, we have heard reports that the Redemption Hospital in Monrovia is closed.

In an interview with UN Radio today, Abou Moussa, the Secretary-General’s Representative for Liberia flagged his team’s strong concern for the victims of the fighting.  Abou Moussa says he hopes that there will be a stop to the war so that we might again go back and attend to the needs of the population in need.

**Security Council

This morning the Security Council is meeting in closed consultations to be briefed by Benon Sevan, Executive Director of the Iraq Programme.  He updated Council members on the delivery of humanitarian goods to Iraq, as well as the wind-down of the “oil-for-food” programme, as mandated by resolution 1483.  The UN Humanitarian Coordinator for Iraq, Ramiro Lopes da Silva, was also present during consultations and answered questions from members.

Earlier, in two back-to-back open meetings, the Council unanimously adopted resolution 1488, which extends the mandate of the United Nations Disengagement Observer Force (UNDOF) in the Golan by six months, and resolution 1489, which extends the mandate of the UN Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) by one month.

**Democratic Republic of Congo
Under other matters, Jean-Marie Guéhenno, Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations, is expected to brief the Council this morning on the latest situation in Kivu, in the north-eastern part of the Democratic Republic of the Congo, where there have been reports of intensified fighting between rival militias. 

In other developments, the official deadline for the withdrawal of Congolese Union of Patriots troops from Bunia ended yesterday noon local time, and the UN Mission in the DRC reported that the withdrawal is in progress.  Bunia has been declared an “arms-free town” and it has become illegal to carry weapons of any type in the town.

In Kinshasa, the 68 representatives of the political opposition to the Inter-Congolese Dialogue are scheduled to meet under the auspices of the International Committee for Support to the Transition and in the presence of the Follow-Up Commission today.  The object of the meeting is to designate members from the component who will form a part of the transition government.  Their failure to take a decision on representatives has been one of the stumbling blocks for the formation of the transition government. 

**Security Council Mission
The Security Council mission to West Africa should be arriving in Guinea-Bissau, which, in the words of the head of Mission, was a question of peace-building, or “trying to get a sensitive and fragile internal situation going better”.

British Ambassador Jeremy Greenstock is Mission leader, but Ambassador Adolfo Aguilar Zinser of Mexico is leading the Guinea-Bissau leg.  The Security Council is working closely with the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) on the issue of Guinea-Bissau, and ECOSOC representatives are on that leg of the Mission.

**Al Qaeda Report
Ambassador Heraldo Munoz (Chile), Chairman of the Security Council Committee on Al Qaeda sanctions, and Michael Chandler, Chairman of the Monitoring Group of those sanctions, have just briefed you on the group’s latest report.

The report says that during the period covered by this report –- 19 May through 31 May -- there were marked successes in the fight against the Al Qaeda network, and the efforts to find and detain key Al Qaeda leaders.  This has lead to the break-up of cells in a number of countries and the detention of substantial numbers of the network’s supporters and operatives.

But the report goes on to say that, as recent events have demonstrated with bombings in Saudi Arabia, Chechnya, Morocco, and Afghanistan, Al Qaeda and its associated groups still pose a significant threat to international peace and security.  They retain strong appeal among Islamic extremist elements around the world and are able to draw on a substantial number of cadres trained in Afghanistan or in other training centres associated with the Al Qaeda network.  There are also indications that the Al Qaeda network has been able to reconstitute its levels of support.

The report gives a number of recommendations and both Ambassador Munoz and Michael Chandler appealed for sustained international effort, information and coordination.  “We have a long way to go”, they both said.

**Iraq
The Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Iraq, Sergio Vieira de Mello, will travel to the city of Najaf on Saturday to meet with political and religious leaders.  This is part of his continuing effort to reach out to a wide spectrum of Iraqi society, both in Baghdad and the provinces.

We have available upstairs the weekly humanitarian briefing from Baghdad, in which the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) outlined its assistance plan for the upcoming winter harvest in Iraq.  To help farmers with the planting, FAO will be supplying fertilizers.  FAO, along with the World Food Programme, is also involved in the purchase of wheat and barley crops from Iraqi farmers who are unable to market their production.

**UNIFEM

The United Nations Development Fund for Women today will sponsor a panel discussion on Women's Role in Post-Conflict Iraq.  In cooperation with Women Waging Peace, UNIFEM will discuss how it has worked within the United Nations Development Group to prepare guidelines for carrying out gender-sensitive needs assessments.  The panel discussion will start at 1:15 p.m. in Conference Room 2.

**Larsen
Terje Roed-Larsen, the UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process, will leave tomorrow on an eight-day regional tour of Arab capitals.  He will meet with senior government officials in Beirut, Damascus, Amman and Cairo to follow up on last week’s Quartet meeting in Jordan.  Roed-Larsen will engage in consultations on implementation of the “Road Map” and discuss possible ways for the Quartet’s regional partners to assist in that process. 

**Torture
Today is the International Day in Support of the Victims of Torture, and the Secretary-General, in a message to mark the occasion, says we still have a long way to go in stamping out torture.  He urges nations to ratify the Convention against Torture and its Optional Protocol, and also calls for generous contributions to the UN Voluntary Fund for Victims of Torture, which last year supported projects providing assistance to about 100,000 torture victims.  We have copies of his message upstairs.

**Drugs
And in a message to mark the International Day against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking, the Secretary-General says that the best starting point for tackling any problem is recognizing that it exists and speaking openly about it.  It’s time to talk about drugs, and admit there is a problem, with an estimated 200 million people worldwide using illicit drugs, he says.

**UNAIDS
A new UNAIDS report on global HIV/AIDS funding, that was issued today, estimates that $4.7 billion will be spent to address the AIDS epidemic in 2003 in low- and middle-income countries, falling far short of the more than 
$10.5 billion that will be needed annually by 2005 to effectively fight the epidemic in these countries.  And we have press releases with more details.

**International Criminal Court

Yesterday, the International Criminal Court elected its first registrar, French legal expert Bruno Cathala, completing the roster of its senior officials.  He was sworn in on the first ballot.  Cathala previously served as the Deputy Registrar of the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia.

**ICTY
And today in The Hague, a trial chamber of the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia held a hearing to consider a plea agreement between prosecutors and Predrag Banovic, a Bosnian Serb prison guard accused of torture at the Keraterm camp, who agreed to plead guilty to one count of persecution, a crime against humanity, in exchange for the dropping by prosecutors of the other charges against him.  The judges were satisfied with the plea agreement, and a sentencing hearing has been scheduled for September.

**Budget
On the budget, Mozambique today paid more than $13,500 to become the eighty-ninth Member State to pay its regular budget dues in full for the year.

**Suspicious Package
And early this morning, I am sure some of you have already heard this, a UN security officer discovered an unidentified package, described as a bag with a canister inside it, at the tent outside the Visitors’ Entrance.

Although results from a canine team sent to inspect the package were negative, one initial reading for radiation caused concern, but subsequent tests for radiation did not show anything unusual.  We called in the New York Police and Fire Departments to help inspect the suspicious package, and closed the Visitors’ Entrance, suspending tours for this morning.

All of the tests that have been conducted so far, including those from the New York Bomb Squad and from the radiation unit, have come back negative.  The Department for Environmental Protection also conducted tests, and we will re-open the Visitors’ Entrance and resume tours shortly.  And we have already received the message that all is clear.

**Noon Guest Tomorrow

Ambassador Luis Gallegos of Ecuador, President of –- and this is a long name –- President of the Ad Hoc Committee on a Comprehensive and Integral International Convention on Protection and Promotion of the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities, will be joining us at noon tomorrow to brief you on the Committee’s work during its second session, which will end tomorrow.

**Press Conference Tomorrow
And also another press conference at 11 a.m. tomorrow, Anwarul Chowdhury, Under-Secretary-General, High Representative of the Least Developed States, Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States, will hold a press conference in this room to discuss the first session of the Intergovernmental Preparatory Committee for the Ministerial Conference of Landlocked and Transit Developing Countries and the Donor Community on Transit Transport Cooperation.  The preparatory Committee meeting began last Monday and ends tomorrow.  The Conference itself is scheduled for 28 and 29 August in Almaty, Kazakhstan.  

That’s all I have for you.  Richard?

Spokesman for General Assembly President
Good afternoon. 

Yesterday afternoon, the General Assembly plenary elected 18 ad litem judges of the International Tribunal for Rwanda.  By resolution 1431 (2002) the Security Council decided to establish a pool of ad litem judges, for a four-year term, to help with the workload, hence the election yesterday in which 18 judges were elected on the second round of balloting.  The list of judges elected is at the documents counter.  

This morning informal consultations on a draft resolution on prevention of armed conflict are continuing, as are the informal meetings of the Ad Hoc Committee on a Convention on Disabilities.

Also today, the Preparatory Committee for the Ministerial Conference of Landlocked Countries will continue consideration of the outcome of the Conference.

In his message today, on the occasion of the International Day against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking, President Kavan says that the theme this year, “Let’s talk about drugs”, provides a chance to talk -– in our homes, in our local communities, in the global community -– about drug abuse, the problems it creates, and the ways we might prevent it.

In some cases UN policies seem to be working, his message continues.  “Cultivation and production are down in the Golden Triangle of South-East Asia and in the Andes of Latin America.  Trafficking routes are under pressure from international law enforcement.  Demand for drugs is down in Bolivia, Pakistan, Peru, Thailand and Turkey.”

“But these successes are diminished by dismaying trends elsewhere.  Afghanistan is producing record crops of poppies.  Drug abuse is on the rise in the new markets of Eastern Europe, Russia and China.  Injecting drug use is becoming one of the main modes of HIV/AIDS proliferation in many parts of the world.  Synthetic drugs pose a yet to be fully understood threat.”

In the face of these trends, President Kavan calls upon Member States, donor States and non-State organizations “to recommit themselves to an international cooperative effort to control illicit drug production, trafficking and consumption.  If we are to have any hope of solving the global drug problem, we are going to need to work together to forge a global solution.”

And in his message today in support of victims of torture, President Kavan says that today more than 130 States have ratified the Convention Against Torture, and he notes with appreciation that, during the recent General Assembly session, the international community took another step towards the further improvement of the legal framework of the prevention of torture by adoption of the text of the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture.  This allows for visits by independent experts to places where people are detained or otherwise deprived of their liberty.

Despite these international and national efforts, cases of torture are still reported all over the world.

President Kavan expresses his gratitude to “non-governmental organizations, private and public entities and individuals for continuing effort to prevent torture, to bring public attention to such cases, to relieve the suffering and assist the recovery of torture victims around the world often with the financial support of the United Nations Voluntary Fund for Victims of Torture”.

Copies of both these statements are available at the documents counter and on the President’s Web site.  And just a note for tomorrow, there will be informal consultations on organization of the High-level Dialogue on Financing for Development to be held here on 29 to 30 October.

Any questions?

Thank you.

* *** *
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UNEP and the Executive Director in the news





� HYPERLINK  \l "UNEP" ��Daily Research - ESOMAR Joins UNEP�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Marsh" ��Arab Times (Kuwait) - Nursemaid to Cradle ... Kuwait embraces Marsh hope�




















Reuters - Treaty regulating GMO trade to start in September
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