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UN News Centre

UN environmental agency helps in  Pakistani oil spill
                            28 August – The United Nations environmental agency has sent   an emergency response specialist to Pakistan to help  authorities there assess damage from the break-up of an oil   tanker amid fears that stormy weather could spread spilled oil   to ecologically fragile mangrove forests and turtle nesting   beaches along the Arabian Sea coast. 

               Pakistan requested assistance after the MT Tasman Spirit, carrying 67,000 tons  of Iranian crude oil, ran aground off the port of Karachi during a monsoon on 27  July and broke up two weeks later, the Executive Director of the UN  Environment Programme (UNEP), Klaus Toepfer, said in a news release today. 

               Pakistani authorities estimate that about 15,000 tons of oil spilled when the ship  began breaking up, most of it washing up on popular bathing beaches close to the  port. Despite intensive efforts to transfer, disperse and contain and recover the  oil, they now fear the effects of stormy weather that has been forecast. 

               Mr. Toepfer praised the difficult salvage, oil removal and recovery efforts  undertaken to date by the Pakistani authorities, the International Maritime  Organization (IMO), UNEP’s sister agency, and oil tanker industry  representatives. 

               He said the incident underscored the importance of regional contingency plans   and cooperation agreements, which could help mobilize oil-fighting equipment   and expertise from within neighbouring countries in times of crisis. 

               UNEP coordinates 15 Regional Seas Conventions and Action Plans designed to   help countries protect their common marine and coastal environments.

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Parknews

Un Environmental Agency Helps In Pakistani Oil   Spill

Updated on 2003-08-29 19:01:49
                 NEW YORK, USA: Aug 29 (PNS) - The  United Nations environmental agency has  sent an emergency response specialist to  Pakistan to help authorities there assess   damage from the break-up of an oil tanker

amid fears that stormy weather could spread  spilled oil to ecologically fragile mangrove   forests and turtle nesting beaches along the Arabian Sea coast. 

                 Pakistan requested assistance after the MT Tasman Spirit, carrying 67,000 tons of Iranian  crude oil, ran aground off the port of Karachi during a monsoon on 27 July and broke up   two weeks later, the Executive Director of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP),   Klaus Toepfer, said in a news release Thursday. 

                 Pakistani authorities estimate that about 15,000 tons spilled when the ship began breaking    up, most of it washing up on popular bathing beaches close to the port. Despite intensive  efforts to transfer, disperse and contain and recover the oil, they now fear the effects of  stormy weather that has been forecast. 

                 Mr. Toepfer praised the difficult salvage, oil removal and recovery efforts undertaken to  date by the Pakistani authorities, the International Maritime Organization (IMO), UNEP's  sister agency, and oil tanker industry representatives. 

                 He said the incident underscored the importance of regional contingency plans and  cooperation agreements, which could help mobilize oil-fighting equipment and expertise  from within neighbouring countries in times of crisis. 

                 UNEP coordinates 15 Regional Seas Conventions and Action Plans designed to help  countries protect their common marine and coastal environments. 

                 The End.

___________________________________________________________________________________________

XINHUA GENERAL NEWS SERVICE

August 28, 2003, Thursday 11:17 AM Eastern Time

HEADLINE: UNEP sends expert to Pakistan oil spill site

     BODY:

     NAIROBI, Aug. 28 (Xinhua) --The United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) said here Thursday that it has dispatched one of its emergency response specialists to Pakistan to help deal with problems arising from the sanked tanker MT Tasman Spirit.

     The UNEP expert is arriving in Karachi, the capital of Pakistan, on Thursday and will assist the Pakistani government in assessing the impact of the oil spill on the marine environment, give advice on ways to  prepare for future oil spills, and advise on opportunities to enhance regional cooperation in emergency  prevention, preparedness and response, the Nairobi-based UNEP said in a press release.

     This action is under the request for assistance from the Pakistani government, said UNEP. 

     The MT Tasman Spirit, owned by Malta-based Assimina Maritime Ltd, was carrying 67,000 tons of  Iranian crude oil when it ran aground off the port of Karachi during a monsoon on July 27 and broke up  two weeks later.

     Authorities have estimated that about 15,000 tons were spilled when the ship began breaking up.

     Most of the oil washed up on popular bathing beaches close to the port, but despite intensive efforts to     transfer, disperse and contain and recover the oil, authorities fear forecasts for stormy weather could  see remaining oil spread further along the Arabian Sea coast towards mangrove forests and turtle  nesting beaches.

     Klaus Topfer, executive director of UNEP, praised the difficult salvage, oil removal and recovery efforts undertaken to date by the Pakistani authorities, the International Maritime Organization and oil tanker   industry representatives, according to the release.

     Topfer said that the incident underscored the importance of regional contingency plans and cooperation     agreements, which could help mobilize oil-fighting equipment and expertise from within neighboring  countries in times of crisis.

     Currently, UNEP coordinates 15 Regional Seas Conventions and Action Plans designed to help countries

     protect their common marine and coastal environments in the world.

     LOAD-DATE: August 28, 2003

___________________________________________________________________________________________
Agence France Presse

August 28, 2003 Thursday 7:55 AM Eastern Time

HEADLINE: Oil spill off Pakistan reaches 24,000 tonnes: port official

     BODY:

     A devastating oil spill off Pakistan's southern coast is much worse than originally thought, port authorities said Thursday, amid fears the broken tanker responsible could crack and leak further.

     "Rough estimates now put the total oil spillage from the ship at 24,000 tonnes," compared to earlier  estimates that figured the spill at around 15,000 tonnes, a senior official of the state-run Karachi Port Trust, Brigadier Iftikhar Arshad, told AFP.

     "The ship is tilting, making its position vulnerable and there are fears that the tilting may cause further cracks and thus more spillage." 

     The oil spill by the Greek-controlled MV Tasman Spirit has been dubbed the worst spill to blight  Pakistan's Arabian Sea coast, environmentalists say.

     The tanker started leaking after drifting into a shallow channel and grounding off the port of Karachi,

     Pakistan's largest city, on July 27. On August 14 the 24-year-old vessel gave in to heaving monsoonal

     tides and split in two.

     It had been carrying 67,500 tonnes of crude to the state-run Pakistan Refinery. Salvage operations  have managed to siphon some 34,000 tonnes off the ship.

     Some 10,000 tonnes remain in the ship's hold, KPT spokesman Shafiq Ahmed Faridi said.  The fore is on the verge of cracking further, triggering emergency efforts to empty its 1,000 tonne  cargo, KPT officials said.

     "Experts have told us the front side is likely to crack up further soon and whatever oil is there should be   removed," Afridi told AFP.

     "We are shifting the oil from the front to another ship through pipes, but since this ship has low  capacity some of the oil is being transferred to the rear."

     The most environmentally destructive spill in shipping history, the 1989 Exxon Valdez disaster in Alaska,  involved the leakage of 38,800 tonnes.

     The Tasman Spirit's spill has already destroyed young mangroves, turtles and fish along Karachi's  16-kilometre (10-mile) coastline, covered its beaches in sludge and littered them with dead marine life  and sent residents fleeing their seaside homes.

     The city's famous Clifton Beach is closed until at least mid-September while hundreds of labourers  continue to scrape up oil-soaked sand.

     Federal Environment Minister Tahir Iqbal called the destruction to marine life "colossal."   Full assessment of the damage would take one to two months, he added, to include an analysis of  samples of sea water, sand, mangroves and fisheries.

     Pakistan has asked the United Nations and other donor agencies to help clean up the spill.

     The UN Environment Program (UNEP) is dispatching two international experts, including one who  assisted in the Exxon Valdez clean-up, to help control the spill and assess damage, the minister said.

     While fishermen relying on small fish have had their livelihoods interrupted, deep sea fishing was so far   unaffected as the oil, according to Iqbal, had not travelled to deep sea areas, nor to Karachi's harbour.

     Pakistan is conducting an inquiry into the ship's grounding and have questioned its Greek and Filipino

     crew.

___________________________________________________________________________________________
Swiss info

Geneva bids farewell to human rights crusader

August 28, 2003 4:05 PM 

Vieira de Mello's former bodyguards  carried him to his final resting place  (Keystone)

                                                Hundreds of mourners have   attended the Geneva funeral of  Sergio Vieira de Mello, the United   Nations special envoy to Iraq.

                                                Vieira de Mello was killed in last week’s  bomb attack on the UN’s headquarters

in Baghdad, along with 22 other   people.
An estimated 500 people attended the service at Geneva's Saint Paul's church,  including family members, friends, colleagues and high-ranking UN and city officials.

                  The service was opened by Vieira de Mello's sons, Adrien and Laurent, who  stressed that their father's legacy had to be continued.

                  "The revolting and incomprehensible attack of August 19 killed our father and   many of his colleagues… but his assassins did not really kill him because his  legacy and ideals of helping the people of this world will live on in each of us,”   said Laurent.

                  East Timor’s foreign minister, Jose Ramos Horta, told swissinfo that nothing could  have kept him away from the funeral.

                  Vieira de Mello took the lead in the UN's operations in East Timor, overseeing the   territory's fractious transition from Indonesian province to independence. It is  viewed by many as his greatest achievement.

                  “Even if I was not here in an official capacity, I would have come anyway...  There is no way I would not come," said Horta. "I came from very far away to  say farewell to him as an individual."

                  Louise Fréchette, deputy UN secretary-general, and Nane Annan, the wife of UN   secretary-general, Kofi, were present, as well as the president of the   International Committee of the Red Cross, Jakob Kellenberger.

                  Shock

                  Kris Janowski, a spokesman for the United Nations High Commissioner for  Refugees (UNHCR) told swissinfo that there was still a sense of shock among   Vieira de Mello's former colleagues over his death.

                  “Some people still don’t believe that he is dead... It hasn’t really sunk in," said  Janowski. "He worked for the UNHCR for 25 years and he was one of the  best-known people - everybody knew him extremely well.

                  "Certainly something like this has never happened before to the UN, and people   are asking themselves to what extent we can expose UN staff to that kind of  danger,” he added.

                  Members of the public also turned out to pay tribute to the 55-year-old Brazilian,  who spent much of his career at the UN’s European headquarters in Geneva.

                  One woman, who declined to give her name, travelled from the French capital,  Paris, to pay her respects to a man she admired but never knew.

                  Following the ceremony, Vieira de Mello’s body was buried in Geneva’s  “Cemetery of Kings” during a private service. He will lie alongside the Swiss  protestant leader, John Calvin, and writers James Joyce, Jorge Luis Borges and  Rainer Maria Rilke.

                  Vieira de Mello’s funeral was originally scheduled to take place in the French   border town of Thonon-les-Bains, where he and his family lived.

                  But the Geneva authorities invited the family to bury him in the Cemetery of Kings, which is reserved for figures who have marked Swiss or international  history.

                  Dedicated humanitarian

                  Vieira de Mello began working for the United Nations in 1969, when he joined the   office of the Geneva-based UNHCR.

                  He later served with humanitarian and peacekeeping operations in Bangladesh,   Sudan, Cyprus, Mozambique, East Timor and Peru, as well as other hotspots   around the world.

                  Throughout his career, “Sergio”, as he was known to most UN staff members,  gained a reputation as both an effective international troubleshooter and as a  witty, gracious and patient leader.

                  In fact, many of his colleagues and staff members saw him as a future UN  secretary-general.

                  “Throughout his life, Sergio worked as a humanitarian in many difficult places  and he was appreciated by all of us as a human being and as a professional,”  Elena Ponomareva, the UN’s public relations chief, told swissinfo.

                  “He was a very busy man, but he always found the time to say hello to people   and to remember their names… and it didn’t matter whether that someone was a   member of the cleaning staff or a high-ranking official,” she added.

                  In September 2002, Vieira de Mello was appointed UN High Commissioner for  Human Rights in Geneva.

                  In May this year he was asked by UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan to take a   four-month leave of absence to head the organisation’s efforts in Iraq, where he died in the August 19 suicide blast.

                  Terror targets

                  The attack, which left nine other UN staffers dead, raised fears among many  international organisations and aid agencies that they, too, could become terror  targets.

                  Earlier this week, the Geneva-based International Committee of the Red Cross  announced that it was scaling back its operations in Iraq as the result of   bombing.

                  According to Françoise Belmont of the UN Environment Programme, the attack   has left many field workers feeling vulnerable.

                  “Nobody is sheltered anymore and if the people who try to help are attacked, we  don’t know where it can lead to… It’s also a serious blow to human rights,”   Belmont told swissinfo.

                  Bernardo Mariano of the UN’s Migration Office in Geneva agrees that Vieira de   Mello’s death has jeopardised the organisation’s humanitarian efforts. But he  argues that the best way to honour his life is to carry on his work.

                  “Sergio’s death represents a huge loss for the UN, and of course the question   now is whether these types of incidents will become a trend,” he said.

                  “But I don’t think we should give up, and we should pursue our goal of offering  help to those who need it most… so that Sergio’s efforts, and those of the others  who lost their lives, will not have been in vain,” he added.

                  swissinfo, Anna Nelson in Geneva

In Brief   Sergio Vieira de Mello, the   United Nations special envoy to Iraq, was buried in                                Geneva’s “Cemetery of Kings”.

                                                                              The 55-year-old Brazilian  was killed - along with 22  others - in last week’s   terrorist attack on the UN’s   headquarters in Baghdad.

                                                                              Vieira de Mello, who began   working for the UN in 1969,                                                                              spent much of his career in Geneva.

                                                                              His wife, Annie and two   grown sons were joined by                                                                             hundreds of mourners,  including UN and city  officials, at Thursday’s     religious ceremony at    Geneva’s Saint Paul’s    church.

___________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

UN Iraq envoy laid to rest

                 Tributes have been paid to the  United Nations envoy in Iraq,  Sergio Vieira de Mello, whose                funeral has taken place in  Switzerland, more than a week  after his death in the bombing  of the UN building in Baghdad. 

                 About 500 relatives and friends  of the Brazilian diplomat filled St  Paul's Roman Catholic church in

Geneva, as loudspeakers  broadcast the service to those  who waited on the street. 

                 Correspondents say that 55-year-old Vieira de Mello - who was   Brazilian - was seen by many as a future UN secretary-general. 

                 Vieira de Mello was among at least 23 people killed on 19 August,   when a suicide truck devastated the UN headquarters in  Baghdad. More than 100 people were also wounded. 

                 Candles flickering on the altar in the church symbolised each  victim of the attack, with Vieira de Mello's wife, Annie, and their   two adult sons, Adrien and Laurent, lighting the 23rd candle in   his memory. 

                 "The revolting and   incomprehensible attack of  August 19 killed our father and    many of his colleagues," Laurent   said. 

                 "But his assassins did not really   kill him because his legacy and  ideals of helping people live on in

   each of us." 

                 The wife of UN Secretary General  Kofi Annan, Nane, represented  her husband at the ceremony, also attended by UN Deputy  Secretary General Louise Frechette, soprano Barbara Hendricks -  a personal friend and UNHCR goodwill ambassador - and many  UN officials. 

                 East Timor Foreign Minister Jose Ramo Horta, the Nobel laureate  who worked closely with Vieira de Mello when he headed up UN  operations in the country when it gained independence from  Indonesia, travelled especially to attend the funeral. 

                 The coffin was carried out of the church to the sound of John  Lennon's song Imagine for burial at the Cemetery of Kings. 

                 The cemetery is a resting place reserved in Geneva for figures  who have marked international history, including the theologian  Jean Calvin and writers James Joyce, Jorge Luis Borges and   Rainer Maria Rilke. 

                 The flags of the United Nations are still flying at half mast in   respect for the Brazilian diplomat and the other victims of the  Baghdad bomb attack, says the BBC's Emma Jane Kirby in  Geneva. 

                 The UN High Commission of Human Rights was to hold a special  evening service to celebrate his life later on Thursday, and the UN  is to hold its own memorial service on Friday for all of the victims  of the bomb attack. 

                 Trouble-shooter 

                 Vieira de Mello was close to Mr Annan, who often described him   as "my brother", and at a ceremony last weekend in Brazil, said   his envoy would "shine forever among our brightest stars". 

                 Vieira de Mello's body was initially flown to Brazil, where a  memorial service was held for family and friends, before being   brought to Geneva. 

                 He worked for the UN for over three decades and his diplomatic   skills saw him frequently posted to trouble spots, including   Kosovo and East Timor. 

                 In June, he was asked to take leave of absence from his  Geneva-based job as High Commissioner for Human Rights to   accept a four-month assignment in Baghdad at the request of UN  Secretary General Kofi Annan. 

                 Vieira de Mello is succeeded by Ramiro Lopes da Silva, the UN   humanitarian co-ordinator for Iraq. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________

Financial Times

THE AMERICAS & INTERNATIONAL ECONOMY: Methyl bromide proposal sours progress on ozone By Vanessa Houlder in London
Financial Times; Aug 26, 2003


Fresh evidence suggesting a slow-down in the destruction of the ozone layer has reinforced the reputation of the 1987 Montreal Protocol as the world's most successful environmental treaty.

"This is the beginning of a recovery of the ozone layer," said Professor Michael Newchurch of the University of Alabama when he announced his analysis of Nasa satellite data recently. The findings - published by the Journal of Geophysical Research - showed reduced levels of chlorine in the upper stratosphere, stemming the destruction of the ozone that shields the planet from dangerous radiation.

But implications of the latest findings have been overshadowed by a fierce argument about the planned phasing out of methyl bromide, a fumigant which is one of the most potent ozone-depleting chemicals still in widespread use.

At first sight, methyl bromide appears to be another success story for the controls imposed by the Montreal Protocol. Atmospheric levels of the gas have fallen by 13 per cent since 1998, an unexpectedly large drop, according to research published this month by Stephen Montzka of the National Oceanic Atmospheric Administration.

But the phase-out of methyl bromide could be jeopardised by proposals by the US and other countries to continue using the fumigant after December 2004, when it is due to be banned in industrialised countries.

In November, a conference on the Montreal Protocol in Nairobi will decide whether to grant these "critical use exemptions". The US has requested exemptions for 16 crops, including strawberries and tomatoes, on behalf of farmers who claim they have no viable alternative means of controlling pests, disease and weeds.

The US, which has spent more than $146m (£87m, €134m) researching alternatives, says it is seeking extra time to come up with satisfactory alternatives. "As new alternatives are developed and market tested, the US fully expects the need for future critical use exemptions to be eliminated."

Its Methyl Bromide Alternatives Program, a partnership between states and the Department of Agriculture, says there are already promising alternatives for most crops, although some produce, such as cut flowers, are causing problems.

"Five years ago, the task of replacing methyl bromide seemed very daunting," Jack Norton, the initiative manager, told Congress in June. "Each year, however, we have learned more about how existing products can be used in a cocktail approach as effectively as the industry standard."

But farmers are unconvinced. The American Farm Bureau Federation says that farmers have reached "breaking point" on the phase-out, arguing that there are no cost-effective, reliable or environmentally friendly alternatives. It says more cuts in US usage are pointless because developing countries can continue to use the chemical until 2015. The US should either renegotiate the protocol or provide a "legislative fix freezing the phase-out", it says.

Environmental groups argue that the farmers' campaign could encourage developing countries - which are following wealthier countries in phasing out ozone-depleting chemicals - to cease their efforts.

"The Bush administration is thumbing its nose at the world's most successful environmental treaty in order to protect a dangerous pesticide," according to David Doniger, climate centre policy director of the Natural Resources Defence Council.

Scientists are also concerned that the early success in tackling ozone depletion could breed complacency. "Decreases in ozone-depleting substances are a direct result of international limits on production," says Dr Montzka. "Without continued worldwide adherence to the restrictions outlined in the protocol, these trends could slow the recovery of stratospheric ozone."
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Financial Times

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: We'll all pay for pesticide quest 

By James Atkins

Financial Times; Aug 28, 2003
From Mr James Atkins.

Sir, In the context of the methyl bromide/ozone layer debate (report, August 26), the US and other countries consider the livelihood of soft-fruit farmers politically more important than the health of the human population as a whole. It is bizarre that they have managed to blow $146m (€134m) in a fruitless search for alternatives to that chemical.

Organic farmers raising tomatoes and soft fruit in greenhouses have a range of safe ways to control pests and infection (for example, steam treatment) which they developed on a shoestring. Further, my father-in-law in rural Hungary has grown strawberries and tomatoes for decades without a speck of methyl bromide (or any other chemicals). Any chance of a multi-million-dollar consulting contract for him from the US government? It's clearly got money to burn.

James Atkins, Partner, Vertis Environmental Finance, 1123 Budapest, Hungary

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Study Suggests Mercury in Fish May   Be Less Toxic
USA: August 29, 2003

                WASHINGTON - The mercury that builds up in the  flesh of fish may be less dangerous than people

feared, scientists said yesterday. 

                The finding by the researchers, which may come as good  news to pregnant women and others who have eaten fish,  indicated the structure of the mercury molecules may make   them less toxic to people, though they stressed more study is needed.

                "There may be reason for cautious optimism," Graham  George, who did the work at the Stanford University  Synchrotron Radiation Laboratory in Menlo Park, California,  said in a statement.

                "The mercury in fish may not be as toxic as many people  think - but there is a lot we need to find out before we can   make this conclusion," added George, now at the University  of Saskatchewan in Saskatoon, Canada.

                Mercury is a potent neurotoxin that is especially harmful to  developing fetuses and can cause sensory loss, tremors,  loss of muscular coordination, speech, hearing, and visual   problems, as well as increased risk of heart attack.

                A metal, it can build up in tissues.

                It gets into the environment when toxic waste is burned and   the mercury molecules fall from the smoke onto the ground  and into water. There it builds up in the bodies of animals  that eat contaminated plants and drink contaminated water.

                Predatory fish, such as tuna, swordfish and lake bass, are especially likely to have high levels of mercury in their flesh.  For this reason, the U.S. government advises pregnant  women to limit how much they eat.

                But an important factor is what the mercury, a reactive   element, binds with and environmental toxicology  experiments have presumed it is methylated - tied up with  carbon and hydrogen atoms.

                But George and colleagues report in this week's edition of  the journal Science that the mercury in fish is actually  attached to both a carbon atom and a sulfur atom.

                And since sulfur attaches more tightly to other elements   than methyl groups do - it is possible that would make the   mercury less likely to be metabolized, or taken up, by the  body.

                The researchers used a technique called X-ray absorption   spectroscopy to look at the physical structure of the  mercury compounds in fish muscle tissue.

                They tested day-old zebra fish larvae and found the  sulfur-mercury compound was less toxic than

methylmercury chloride, the compound often used to  determine the toxicity of mercury in fish.

                "People have used methylmercury chloride to model the  toxic properties of mercury in fish because they don't know   what's on the mercury. And now that we know what's on the    mercury in fish tissue, we can better investigate its toxic   properties," said George.

                Now they will look at what form of mercury compound  accumulates in mammals that eat mercury-laden fish.

                "Once we understand how mercury is bound in mammalian  tissues, we'll be ideally poised to design a drug that could   perhaps remove it," George said. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Bush Under Fire for CO2 Climate   Threat Downgrade 

NORWAY: August 29, 2003

                OSLO - Environmentalists accused President Bush    yesterday of further undermining international efforts   to curb global warming with a likely ruling that   carbon dioxide is not a pollutant. 

                The Natural Resources Defense Council, an environmental   group, said on Wednesday, Washington was set to rule  both that CO2 is not an air pollutant and that the federal  government thus has no authority to regulate emissions.

                It said it had been told of the plan by staff from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).

                "This is further evidence if any were needed that the Bush  administration is merely an extension of the fossil fuel  industry," said Steve Sawyer, climate policy director at  Greenpeace.

                However, the EPA has said the United States' Clean Air  Act, under which it defines pollutants, was not designed to  address global warming.

                The United States, with about four percent of the world  population, is the leading polluter and emits about 23   percent of the world's CO2. The average American emits   about 19.7 tons per year against 0.1 ton per Rwandan.

                The European Union insists it is keeping CO2 - which   occurs naturally as well as being a byproduct of industrial   processes - classified as a pollutant blamed for blanketing   the planet, raising temperatures and triggering everything   from more frequent heatwaves and droughts to floods and   tornadoes.

                "It is indeed a pollutant" European Commission   spokeswoman Ewa Hedlund said in Brussels, adding that   EU legislation states that "it contributes to climate  change."

                Environmentalists said the U.S. move would be a bad,   isolationist example. Many scientists believe human  emissions of CO2, from cars and factories, are nudging   temperatures up and contributing to raise sea levels or drive  species to extinction.

                "This is a very bad signal that is being sent to American   industry and which is in turn being sent to the rest of the  world, saying not only we don't care about it but also that   we are going to remove any ability to deal with it," Tony  Juniper, a director of Friends of the Earth, said in London.

                KYOTO PULLOUT

                Bush caused anger abroad in 2001 by pulling out of the   Kyoto Protocol, meant to curb global warming mainly by  limiting emissions of CO2. Bush argued it was too   expensive and wrongly excluded developing nations.

                Other nations want to go ahead with Kyoto.

                Under a complex voting system, however, Kyoto's fate  hangs on ratification by Russia. Moscow said it would ratify  but has yet to do so.

                "Washington is well aware that Moscow's decision not to  ratify the protocol would kill the agreement once and for all,  and this is what the United States ultimately wants," said   Natalia Oleferenko, a CO2 expert at Greenpeace in  Moscow. Russian officials were not available for comment.

                Others said the expected CO2 ruling would be no big   surprise, given previous Bush's policies. In March 2001, he  went back on a campaign promise to impose limits on   carbon dioxide from power plants. He had declared in a  campaign speech that CO2 was a pollutant.

                "In the sense that (U.S.) work on the Kyoto Protocol has  been more obstructive than constructive, I doubt it will have   too many implications," said Kim Carstensen, head of the  WWF environmental group in Denmark.

                Greenpeace's Sawyer said countries routinely impose limits   on natural substances when they occur in unnatural   amounts, such as CO2. Washington imposes limits on   ozone, for instance, to reduce smog.

                (With additional reporting by Jeremy Lovell in London, Robin  Pomeroy in Brussels, Maria Golovnina in Moscow) 

                Story by Alister Doyle 

                REUTERS NEWS SERVICE

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Punk' Catfish Among New Species  Found in Venezuela 

 VENEZUELA: August 29, 2003
                CARACAS, Venezuela - Scientists studying an   unspoiled jungle river wilderness in Venezuela

yesterday announced the discovery of 10 new fish   species, including a red-tailed tiddler, a "punk" catfish

with a spiky head and a piranha that eats fruit as well   as flesh. 

                They called on the Venezuelan government and   international conservation bodies to protect the Caura River   Basin in Bolivar state, a vast area of pristine tropical forest  and waterways covering five percent of the surface of the  oil-rich country.

                Conservationists fear encroachment by human settlement,  as well as fishing, farming, mining and possible government   hydroelectric projects, could destroy what they call one of   the world's richest biodiversity "hotspots."

                "The Caura River Basin requires immediate and urgent   protection as a wildlife reserve," said Antonio Machado, a  zoologist from Venezuela's Central University who  announced the new fish discoveries in Caracas.

                Among the 10 new freshwater fish species logged was a  tiny fish with a blood-red tail, a previously unknown variety  of the Bloodfin Tetra family, which is popular with aquarium   owners.

                This had been given the scientific name in Latin of  Aphyocharax yekwanae in honor of the Ye'Kwana Indians  who live among the Caura River Basin's flooded forests and  waterways. "These indigenous people depend on the  water," Machado said.

                Other new and as yet unclassified species found included a   variety of tentacled armored catfish, whose tangle of spiky   protuberances on its mouth and forehead - looking like a   punk rocker's hairstyle - has earned it the name of "punk"   fish.

                Also discovered was a new piranha, different in size and   shape from other known varieties of the South American  flesh-eater. It supplemented its meat diet by eating fruit  from submerged trees, Machado said.

                A new species of freshwater shrimp was also found.

                "BIOLOGICAL SWAT TEAMS"

                In conjunction with Washington-based Conservation   International, he presented, after several years of exhaustive  study, the definitive findings of a three-week expedition that   studied the biology of the Caura River Basin in late 2000.

                Explaining the delay in announcing the expedition results,  Leeanne Alonso, a director at Conservation International,  told Reuters: "These scientific studies are a lengthy  process."

                The conservation group, which studies and protects the   world's natural wildernesses, calls its expeditions Rapid  Assessment Programs or RAPs in which "biological SWAT    teams" of scientists swoop into often unexplored regions by  plane, helicopter or boat to assess their ecological value.

                Machado said it was essential to preserve intact the   free-flowing watercourse of the (420-mile) 700-km Caura   River, which is one of the tributaries of the mighty Orinoco.

                He said any attempt to divert or dam the river for  hydro-power development - like the huge power dams on   the eastern Caroni River that generate more than 70 percent  of Venezuela's electricity - would reduce water levels and  dry up waterfalls. This would threaten hundreds of varieties  of freshwater fish, shrimps, crabs and aquatic plants.

                "They can do what they like on the Caroni, but they must  leave the Caura alone," Machado said. 

                Story by Pascal Fletcher 

                REUTERS NEWS SERVICE 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

The Pakistan Newswire

August 27, 2003 Wednesday

HEADLINE: Oil Spill along coastal areas of Karachi may affect some 1.5 million population
     BODY:

     In the aftermath of crude oil spill from grounded oil tanker, Tasman Spirit along the coastal belt of

     Karachi, lives of some 1.5 million population stand exposed to the risks associated with the oil and

     deprivation of their livlihood. "There stand apprehension that if current situation continued for longer

     period of time, with very little effort by the government to ameliorate plight of overwhelming segment of

     affected population, nearly one million people may fall victim to different deadly diseases and may

     eventually suffer death". This was stated by eminent Lawyer and Advocate Supreme Court of Pakistan,

     Aga Faquir Mohammad while speaking at a press conference here Wednesday at Karachi Press Club

     (KPC) to apprise newsmen about possible fall out of the oil spill and its consequences on Karachi

     population specially those inhabiting along wide coastal areas of the port city. Underscoring the need of

     effective and viable measures to rehabilitate large number of fishermen who are worst victims of the oil

     spill related disaster, he pointed out that so far no concrete measures appears to be forthcoming from

     the government to alleviate their miseries and hardships which is multiplying with the passage of every

     day. "Out of the fear of water contamination already a ban was slapped by the government on fishing in

     sea which is only source of livlihood for them and if it continued for indefinite period, with no support

     from any NGO, social organizations or by the government, the situation may assume catastrophic

     proportion in coming days ahead"." Owing to enhanced level of air and water pollution caused by the oil

     spill along wide coastal belt areas extending upto Balochistan, with no medical cover provided to them,

     there stand fears that they may start falling into death trap which is looming large on them" he added.

     He expressed the fears of more critical scenario with enhanced environmental degradation if the ship

     broke in two parts as currently some 15000 tons of oil is still present in the ship. "With the disaster in

     the offing, Karachi port may be declared as risky one, as insurance and freight rates of all goods in such

     situation may go sky high resulting Pakistani consumers would have to bear the brunt of this abnormal

     and deplorable scenario". He slammed KPT Chairman for displaying slackness in managing the critical

     situation and said they have observed criminal and colossal negligence in discharging their obligations

     and instead continue hoodwinking the nation about effective salvage operation to control oil spill.

     "Those found responsible after thorough investigations should be subjected to due punitive measures as

     their callousness have resulted in irreparable damage to the economic and financial interest of the

     country" he added. Aga Faquir Mohammad charged that honest employees of the Pakistan National

     Shipping Corporation (PNSC) including professional masters, marine Engineers and other officers under a

     well hatched scheme were either removed from their jobs or compelled to quit their jobs. Similarly, he

     alleged, PNSC ships were transferred in the name of private companies in disguise of better ship

     management without any consideration. "It may be noted that that the PNSC Chairman and finance

     directors are promoters in some of such private limited companies in which the PNSC ships are

     transferred by the principal officers of the MMD without bill of the sale. The vessels owned by PNSC

     were illegally transferred and therefore the matter warrants immediate inquiries" he remarked. He claimed

     that all oil refineries in Pakistan were compelled to enter into a contact with PSNC giving exclusive

     rights for transport of crude oil for the refineries in Pakistan are AFRA rate plus 34 points.. According

     to him the said contract, the right to PNSC for transportation of crude oil for the refineries is 10 years.

     LOAD-DATE: August 28, 2003
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The Pakistan Newswire

August 27, 2003 Wednesday

HEADLINE: Sindh Education Department closes down 17 public schools along coastal belt till August 31,   2003
     BODY:

     Taking notice of impacts of air pollution due to oil spill into the sea on children enrolled at government

     schools along the coastal belt of Karachi, Sindh Education Department has announced to close 17 such

     government-run educational institutions in the effected area up to August 31, 2003. Sindh Education

     Minister Irfanullah Marwat Wednesday told PPI that only those schools have been closed, whose

     administration or parents complained that children were facing health problems due to air pollution.

     "After assessing the complaints by the area people, councilors and parents, we have decided to close

     down these government-run schools up to Aug. 31, 2003 and if situation improves that period, they

     would be ordered to continue teaching process from next month", he added. He further informed that

     there was no private school in the effective area, nor administration of any private educational institute

     complained of any problem confronting their students, due to air pollution. It is worth mentioning here

     that Karachi City Government had closed some 24 government-run and private schools along the coastal

     belt of Karachi till Wednesday, August 20, 2003 after authorities felt that students may face some

     health hazards owing to air pollution. These educational institutions were earlier scheduled to open from

     August 18, 2003 after summer vacations but City Government extended holidays for these schools for

     three more days owing to oil spill from Greek-Registered oil tanker Tasman Spirit. People had started

     leaving their residences and beach area was closed for visitors by authorities, after it was disclosed

     that they were suffering from respiratory disorders by breathing in the air coming from the oil-effected

     seawater. After consulting experts, City Nazim Naimatullah Khan Advocate had asked the concerned

     department to extend vacations for these schools up to August 20, 2003 and wait for the clearance

     from authorities to allow re-opening these educational institutions. Experts say the volatile components

     of crude oil take a few days in evaporation and people breathing enriched air with these compounds can

     suffer from respiratory, gastric and some other disorders. Crude Oil had started spilling from MT Tasman

     Spirit, a Greek-registered oil tanker near Karachi port after it got struck in the channel on July 27, 2003.

     LOAD-DATE: August 28, 2003
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www.ips.org
ENVIRONMENT:
Nations Press for Funds to Fight Desertification 

Patricia Grogg 


HAVANA, Aug 27 (IPS) - Financial backing for countries with established strategies for fighting the loss of fertile soil, a process threatening a third of the Earth's land surface, would be a major achievement of the international conference on desertification taking place in the Cuban capital. 

The Sixth Conference of Parties (COP6) to the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) is underway in Havana, and will last through Sep. 5, and will bring together 20 heads of state and of government Monday in a roundtable discussion. 

The national leaders are to debate the UNCCD means for achieving the Millennium Development Goals related to food security and poverty eradication, as established by the U.N. General Assembly in 2000. 

Some 70 nations -- from Africa, Asia and Latin America -- have established conditions for confronting the impacts of desertification and water shortages through national programmes, and are ready to receive aid, says Hama Arba Diallo, UNCCD executive secretary. 

Diallo, of Burkina Fasso, stressed that the time has come for action, and that the problems "can no longer wait for us." As many as 100 million hectares of fertile land are lost each year to desertification processes, he said. 

Lack of action is also costing 42 billion dollars in material losses annually, said the U.N. official. The focus of the conference's debate could be those countries that are "eligible for immediate support from the international community," said Diallo. 

More than 4.0 billion hectares are currently threatened by desertification, while the subsistence of 1.2 billion people in 110 countries depends on farmland, and they tend to be among the world's poorest populations, according to figures provided by the conference organisers. 

"Desertification is not the natural expansion of existing deserts but the degradation of land in arid, semi-arid, and dry sub-humid areas," states the UNCCD web site. 

Participants in the Regional Meeting discussions insisted on the Global Environment Facility (GEF) of the World Bank as a mechanism to financially support plans for mitigating soil degradation and the impacts of drought. 

COP6 is expected to give the green light to a GEF programme dedicated to financing anti-desertification projects, which could begin operations as soon as October. 

The GEF is a multibillion-dollar mechanism for international financing comprising 175 countries and fomenting cooperation and resources to protect the world environment. 

UNCCD experts say that 20 billion dollars is needed annually to fight desertification worldwide. 

Diallo urged the participants to focus on utilising existing mechanisms to carry out measures for resolving the priority problems. 

The rural sector, which is hardest hit by the impacts of desertification and drought, is nevertheless the area that has seen financing cut most in the past 25 years. 

In comments to the press, Diallo wondered how rural poverty can be abated if the bulk of the resources are channelled towards other activities? 

Desertification is a gradual process of "soil productivity loss and the thinning out of the vegetative cover because of human activities and climatic variations such as prolonged droughts and floods," according to the UNCCD. 

Human actions that contribute to desertification include overcultivation, overgrazing of livestock, deforestation, and poor irrigation practices. "Such overexploitation is generally caused by economic and social pressure, ignorance, war, and drought." 

Desertification directly affects more than 250 million people worldwide. 

Experts point out that the phenomenon is both a cause and effect of poverty, because it forces those who make their living from the earth to overexploit the resource to obtain food, energy, housing and income, continuing the cycle of soil depletion. 

According to the World Summit on Sustainable Development, held last year in South Africa, the Conference to Combat Desertification is a crucial instrument for fighting poverty in arid rural regions. 

In Havana, the delegates at COP6 are to decide on measures aimed at achieving the U.N. Millennium Goal of halving the number of poor people in the world by 2015, based on 1990 figures. 

"We can't fight poverty without resolving the issue of soil fertility, the basic source of food and income for rural populations," Antonio Perera, an expert with the U.N. Development Programme, told IPS. 

Although desertification affects Africa most -- two thirds of the territory is desert or arid land -- the problem is not limited to that continent, and affects even the nations of the industrialised North. 

More than 30 percent of the United States is considered degraded land, and 31 percent of Spain's territory suffers the same fate. 

A quarter of Latin America and Caribbean territory is desert or arid land. 

The UNCCD, in force since 1996, has 188 member states and is the only international legal instrument covering desertification and drought issues. 

Taking part in the Havana meet are ministers and deputy ministers from 115 countries, 80 lawmakers, 40 intellectuals and artists and representatives from more than 100 non-governmental organisations. (END/2003)

" 
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Social Panorama of Latin America 2002-2003.

25 August 2003) In 2002, the number of Latin Americans living in poverty reached 220 million people (43.4%), of which 95 million (18.8%) were indigents. These are among the estimates presented today by the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) in its advance version of the study, Social Panorama of Latin America 2002-2003.

Progress toward overcoming poverty ground to a halt in the past five years, with poverty and indigence rates remaining practically constant since 1997. The sole exception was 2000, when better economic performance brought with it a reduction in the volume of poverty by more than 4 million people.

At the country level, trends for these indicators from 1999 to 2002 also revealed rather slight changes. Exceptions included Argentina and, to a lesser degree, Uruguay, both of which suffered serious declines in living conditions. In Argentina's urban areas, poverty rates almost doubled, going from 23.7% to 45.4%, while indigence grew threefold, from 6.7% to 20.9%.

In contrast, Mexico and Ecuador (urban areas) were the only countries studied that posted measurable declines in poverty and indigence during this period.

ECLAC projections for 2003 indicate that these regional rates will rise yet again, due mainly to the lack of growth in per capita GDP. Living conditions in most countries should remain without significant changes in most countries, except Venezuela, where poverty could rise significantly, and Argentina, where it is likely that reactivated economic growth should reduce poverty rates.

Magnitude of Hunger in the Region
Almost 55 million people of Latin America and the Caribbean were suffering from some degree of malnutrition toward the end of the past decade. In a special chapter on hunger, prepared in cooperation with the United Nations World Food Programme (WFP), ECLAC estimates that 11% of the population is undernourished. Almost 9% of children under five years suffer from acute malnutrition (low weight-for-age) and 19.4% from chronic malnutrition (low height-for-age). This last is particularly grave, because these negative effects are irreversible.

The ECLAC report provides information for 18 Latin American countries on public social expenditure and focuses on the impact of slowing economic growth. In the past decade, social expenditure per person rose to an average of 58% in the region. The study concludes that despite a significant slowdown in the expansion of social expenditure posted by virtually all countries from 1990 to 1997, the higher priority assigned to social areas within GDP prevented larger declines in per capita spending as did the preference for expenditure on "human capital" (education and health care) over other items, particularly social security. This, according to ECLAC, also improved redistributive impact.

Women Now Have More Education but Remain Poorer
In terms of gender and poverty, the study found that in Latin America more women than men live in poverty. Female household heads have less monetary income than men for poor and high income households. Single parent households, mostly headed by women, also suffer from additional disadvantages associated with the lack of unremunerated domestic labour.

Latin American women have higher educational levels than men, and women in the workforce average more years of education. They nonetheless suffer from more severe unemployment, wage discrimination and restricted working hours than men. During the 1990s, women's participation in the workforce rose more quickly than men's. But while male unemployment rates rose by 2.9% percentage points from 1990 to 1999, women's rose by 6.1%.

ECLAC rated progress in women's political participation and management positions as still "too slow" , except in countries where affirmative action policies have been implemented.

An examination of household surveys makes it possible to estimate female poverty from the income perspective. The percentage of women over 15 years of age earning no income was much higher than men. In urban areas, 45% of women versus 21% of men lacked their own income.

The last chapter, on the Social Agenda, reviews labour conditions and employment policies in Latin America. All governments have ratified the fundamental international charters on non-discrimination in employment. This is not the case with children's labour and regulations governing the minimum working age in the region, which contradict international standards and reveal enormous contradictions among and within countries.

From 1998 to 2003, collective labour laws were reformed in Colombia, as were Chile's and Guatemala's labour codes, and laws governing collective bargaining in Cuba. In Mexico and the Dominican Republic, social security laws were changed. However, the problem of incompliance with legislation remains.

To palliate the effects of changing modes of employment and rising job insecurity, governments have implemented a range of policies. Passive types include unemployment insurance, while active ones include credits to small businesses (PYMEs) and intermediation in job searches. In Latin America, just six countries, Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Ecuador, Uruguay and Venezuela, have unemployment insurance.
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UN or UNEP in the news

UN environmental agency helps in Pakistani oil spill
28 August – The United Nations environmental agency has sent an emergency response specialist to Pakistan to help authorities there assess damage from the break-up of an oil tanker amid fears that stormy weather could spread spilled oil to ecologically fragile mangrove forests and turtle nesting beaches along the Arabian Sea coast. 
Pakistan requested assistance after the MT Tasman Spirit, carrying 67,000 tons of Iranian crude oil, ran aground off the port of Karachi during a monsoon on 27 July and broke up two weeks later, the Executive Director of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), Klaus Toepfer, said in a news release today. 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=8090&Cr=pakistan&Cr1= 

General environment news

KPT fears more spillage from oil tanker
Thursday August 28, 2003 (1848 PST) - KARACHI, August 29 (Online): Making a significant increase to the earlier estimates, an official of the Karachi Port Trust (KPT) stated on Thursday that about 24,000 tonnes of crude oil had so far spilt from the Tasman Spirit. He also expressed fears of more spillage from further cracks developing in the hull of the ship.
http://www.paktribune.com/news/index.php?id=36711 


__________________________________________________________________________________________

ROE MEDIA UPDATES

UN:

FT, 29 August: “Tokyo pushes for for seat on UN Security Council”

Japan yesterday stepped up its pressure for a permanent seat on the United Nations Security Council, citing its large contributions to the organisation as well as its increased peacekeeping role and standing as an economic superpower. Yoriko Kawaguchi, the foreign minister, said in a speech to foreign reporters that Japan's role as a mediator on the Security Council was desperately needed at a time "when general confidence in the UN has been damaged". Tokyo's fuller participation at the UN might even have avoided the need for war in Iraq, she said.

Her words will be in-terpreted by some as a veiled threat of Tokyo's intention to cut its UN budget contribution if it is not granted a Security Council seat, although Mrs Kawaguchi strongly denied that.

http://search.ft.com/search/article.html?id=030828000821&query=Tokyo+pushes+for+seat+on+UN&vsc_appId=totalSearch&state=Form




UN and IRAQ:

Le Figaro, 28 août:

IRAK Dans un entretien exclusif au «Figaro», le mentor intellectuel des néoconservateurs américains estime que des «erreurs ont été commises» 
Richard Perle : «L'administration de l'Irak par l'ONU est une mauvaise idée» 
http://www.lefigaro.fr/international/20030828.FIG0225.html
General Environment News:

Le Figaro, 28 août: L'administration Bush rend moins contraignante la loi sur la pollution de l'air

WASHINGTON (AFP) - L'administration Bush a décidé de rendre moins contraignante la loi sur la pollution de l'air afin d'améliorer l'alimentation en énergie des Etats-Unis, a indiqué mercredi l'Agence fédérale pour la protection de l'environnement (EPA)…

L'EPA a décidé de permettre à quelque 17.000 centrales électriques, raffineries et usines fonctionnant au charbon de se moderniser sans être obligées de s'équiper des nouveaux systèmes de contrôle de la pollution estimés trop coûteux.

http://www.lefigaro.fr/perm/afp/sci/030827215304.4i0hzvvm.html
The Guardian, 27 August: How to use your cred to beat global warming 
University aims to shame ministers into tougher action

A group of scientists in East Anglia has launched an ambitious campaign to tackle the threat of global warming in an effort to shame ministers into stronger action on climate change. The task they have set themselves is formidable: to slash the region's emissions of carbon dioxide in half the time the government believes is possible.

http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk_news/story/0,3604,1029784,00.html
__________________________________________________________________________________________
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T H U R S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
UN envoy for Iraq Sergio Vieira de Mello laid to rest in Geneva

*
Security Council splits prosecutor’s job of two UN war crimes tribunals

*
UN envoy in Côte d’Ivoire to bolster Liberia peace process

*
Security Council caps month with debate on support for UN peacekeeping

*
UN Children’s Fund opens Afghan workshop on former child soldiers

*
Annan stresses need for better market access for landlocked developing states

*
New top UN envoy in Kosovo visits flashpoint city of Mitrovica

*
UN environmental agency helps in Pakistani oil spill

*
Annan lauds labour union’s involvement in Global Compact

*
WHO warns of dangers of added sugar in tooth decay and obesity

* * * * 

Iraq

28 August – With memorial candles, flowers, a public church service and a private burial, the world bade farewell to Sergio Vieira de Mello today, nine days after the top United Nations envoy in Iraq and High Commissioner for Human Rights was killed by a terrorist’s bomb in Baghdad.

Mr. Vieira de Mello was laid to rest in a Geneva cemetery in a burial attended only by family members and Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s wife, Nane. At the cemetery’s entrance, many anonymous mourners offered flowers to the family.

Earlier, more than 1,000 friends and colleagues joined the family at a service in St. Paul’s church in Geneva, at the start which 22 candles were lit for the 22 other victims of the attack on the UN compound in Baghdad. Mr. Vieira de Mello’s widow, Annie, and his children, Laurent and Adrien, then lit the 23rd candle by his flower-covered coffin.

Deputy Secretary-General Louise Fréchette, Director-General of the UN Office at Geneva Sergei Ordzhonikidze and many heads of UN agencies as well Geneva authorities attended the service.

Tomorrow, there will be an official memorial ceremony at the UN headquarters in Geneva for all the victims of the attack.

Meanwhile in Oslo, the UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process, Terje Roed-Larsen, delivered a message on behalf of the Secretary-General at an official ceremony honouring the victims of the bombing.

“Whether clerical worker, lawyer, driver or special representative, Iraqi or international, each of these men and women made a unique and invaluable contribution to our work,” Mr. Annan said in his message. “Each was committed to the human rights, sovereignty and well being of the Iraqi people,” he added.

At another memorial ceremony in Amman, Jordan, Limya Eltayeb, a staff member of the UN Development Programme (UNDP) in Baghdad, handed the damaged UN flag from the headquarters in the Iraqi capital to UNDP Administrator Mark Malloch Brown. It will be brought back to New York to be given to the Secretary-General.

Mr. Malloch Brown told 400 UN staff members, Jordanian officials, diplomats and relatives of the dead that it was shocking to him, who had started his UN career in field-based emergency operations, to see coffins draped in blue flags emerging from the great white UN plane, instead of rice bags or refugees.

“Terrorists attacked men and women who represented the soul of our organization,” he said, reaffirming the UN’s resolve not to be deterred by the attack.

* * *

War crimes tribunals

28 August – A separate prosecutor’s post was created today for the United Nations war crimes tribunal for Rwanda after the Security Council decided to split the prosecutorial duties of the two UN courts trying cases stemming from the 1994 Rwanda genocide and the Balkan wars of the 1990s, with Secretary-General Kofi Annan nominating a Gambian jurist to the new position.

The 15-nation Council unanimously adopted a resolution that divided the prosecutor’s job – which is currently held by one person, Carla Del Ponte, who has occupied the post since 1999 – saying that it was convinced the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) and International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) could both operate “most efficiently and expeditiously” if each had its own lead attorney.

The move was shortly followed by two letters from the Secretary-General to the Council submitting the names of nominees to the new posts. In the first, he asks that Ms. Del Ponte be reappointed to a four-year term beginning on 15 September as Prosecutor of the Yugoslav Tribunal. The second proposes a four-year term for Gambian Justice Hassan Bubacar Jallow as the top lawyer of the Rwanda court.

In a letter dated 28 July to the Council, the Secretary General indicated that as the two tribunals move towards implementing their respective completion strategies, it was “essential, in the interests of efficiency and effectiveness” that each have its own prosecutor, able to devote his or her entire attention to the conduct of the outstanding investigations and prosecutions.

He had also informed the Council earlier of his intention to nominate, and thus maintain, Ms. Del Ponte as Prosecutor of the Yugoslav Tribunal. In the interim, the Deputy Prosecutor would assume the duties of the Rwanda court.

The new resolution today outlines the timetable for the completion of the courts’ work, and the Council calls on the Tribunals to take all possible measures to complete investigations by the end of 2004, to complete all trial activities by the end of 2008 and to complete all work in 2010.

The Council also called on all countries, especially Serbia and Montenegro, Croatia, and Bosnia and Herzegovina, and on the Republika Srpska within Bosnia and Herzegovina, to intensify cooperation with and render all necessary assistance to the Yugoslav Tribunal. It called on all at-large indictees to that Court to surrender to it.

The Council issued a similar call regarding the Rwanda court to all States, especially Rwanda, Kenya, the Democratic Republic of the Congo and the Republic of the Congo.

* * *

Liberia

28 August – Continuing his tour of West Africa to help bolster Liberia’s peace process, the top United Nations envoy for the war-torn country is in Côte d’Ivoire today to discuss the possibility of opening up humanitarian corridors so that desperately needed food, clean water and medicines are readily available.

While in Abidjan, Jacques Paul Klein, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative for Liberia, is expected to meet with President Laurent Gbagbo and Prime Minister Seydou Diarra, as well as with Albert Tevoedjre, the Secretary-General’s top envoy and head of the UN Mission in Côte d’Ivoire (MINUCI), and humanitarian agencies.

During an interview with UN Radio yesterday, Mr. Klein said that the challenges ahead were enormous and predicted that and it would take four to five years to rebuild country. “I have to tell you, Liberia is destroyed, and by that I mean there is no income, all the government buildings have been ransacked…all the records have disappeared,” Mr. Klein said. “So I’m going to be going to Europe in September to really appeal to those donors that need to help us.”
He also stressed that “we have talented people already in Liberia.” But the country’s exiled former President, Charles Taylor, had “looted everyone and everything” for 14 years and the nation had “slipped into the nineteenth century.” The challenge now would be to find people who are willing to step forward to keep talented, low profile Liberians in the diaspora and ask them to come back and help rebuild their country.

Asked what the UN role will be going forward, Mr. Klein said the world body will be “a partner to the Liberian Government,” helping to set up and maintain police, healthcare, education, humanitarian aspects – “all of what it takes to build a civil society.” He added that the UN would also press ahead with training young people in the social sectors. “And if we don’t demobilize and demilitarize quickly, these young boys with weapons will steal across the border again and we will be back where we started.”

Meanwhile on the ground inside the capital Monrovia, the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) reported that the atmosphere remains “stable with a few reported incidents.” West African troops continue to provide security support for relief operations and recently established permanent observation points and initiated patrols between camps for displaced persons in greater Monrovia.

A humanitarian mission that travelled to Kakata yesterday found that the high tensions had influenced people to relocate but that they were now returning to their homes, as no attack had been forthcoming.

In other news, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) said that after five days adrift on the high seas, the MV Overbeck ship finally arrived today in Freetown, Sierra Leone, with 154 exhausted but relieved Sierra Leonean refugees from Monrovia. Passengers were requested to remain onboard while a team of medical specialists from the International Medical Corps went on the ship to identify and treat some reported serious cases, possibly for malaria and dehydration.

Many refugees onboard had reportedly suffered from dehydration and seasickness when what they believed would be a two-day journey turned into a much longer one – in difficult conditions despite the relatively calm weather. Because the number of refugees on the ship was smaller than initially thought, there was enough food and water to sustain the 154 refugees, 29 crewmembers and four UNHCR and non-governmental agency staff until their arrival in the Sierra Leonean capital.

* * *
UN peacekeeping

28 August – Wrapping up their work for August in the shadow of last week’s deadly attack on United Nations headquarters in Iraq, members of the Security Council today focused on ways of providing better support for UN peacekeeping operations in various parts of the world.

At the suggestion of outgoing Council President, Ambassador Mikhail Wehbe of Syria, the 15-nation body addressed the evolving and increasingly complex nature of peacekeeping, with speakers emphasizing the need for clear mandates and timetables, as well as conditions to ensure their implementation.

Most participants agreed that peacekeeping missions should be involved not only in providing military forces to areas in conflict, but also in ensuring support for restoration of a durable peace through humanitarian efforts, as well as disarmament, demobilization and reintegration of ex-combatants, support for the rule of law, electoral assistance and economic reconstruction. Of particular importance was the provision of adequate human and financial resources.

In the aftermath of last week’s terrorist attack on the UN headquarters in Baghdad, the issues of safety and security of peacekeepers and humanitarian workers were particularly prominent in the debate. Speakers insisted that harming peacekeepers should be punishable under international law as a crime against humanity and welcomed the unanimous adoption of a new resolution on Tuesday as an important step towards reducing the vulnerability of international personnel.

Various Council members also stressed that the entire international community was outraged by attempts to impede the work of peacekeepers, who were increasingly becoming targets of terrorists and bandits. The new resolution sent a clear signal that the Council, acting on a solid basis of international law, did not intend to tolerate attempts to torpedo peacekeeping operations and would see to it that the perpetrators did not go unpunished.

Many speakers agreed that in dealing with new situations, it was important to learn lessons from the Organization’s previous conflict resolution and peacekeeping experience, including in Sierra Leone, Kosovo, Timor-Leste and Afghanistan. Since, in some cases, gaps had emerged in the transition from peacekeeping to peace-building, speakers stressed the importance of coherence of efforts, coordination among various UN bodies, and flexibility in adapting to the situations on the ground.

Several Council members pointed out that the transition from conflict to peace and stability could not be shouldered by the Council alone. It was necessary to explore how the Council could work with other UN organs, especially the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC), to evolve mechanisms to ensure that an initial deployment eventually led to a permanent peace.

* * *

Afghanistan

28 August – The top United Nations envoy in Afghanistan today opened a workshop organized by the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) on the demobilization and reintegration of former child soldiers in the war-torn country.

Seeking to allay misunderstandings about what the process of demobilization, disarmament and reconstruction (DDR) was, Lakhdar Brahimi, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative, said it was part of the effort to re-establish peace and security.

He added that it was part of the security sector reform, and work was necessary to phase out existing factional armies so that one day there would only be the Afghan national army and the Afghan national police.

Meanwhile, the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) said that Afghanistan and Pakistan had agreed to the gradual consolidation and closure of Afghan refugee camps near Pakistan’s border for security and logistical reasons, and would sustain returns by focusing aid in the refugees’ communities back in Afghanistan.

The camps in question include Shalman camps near the Khyber Pass in northwestern Pakistan, and camps around Chaman in Balochistan province, established during the height of the Afghan exodus in late 2001.

Starting next year, up to 50,000 Afghan refugees living in these camps will be asked to choose between returning to Afghanistan and relocating within Pakistan. An earlier Tripartite Commission meeting in May had already led to the return and relocation of some 19,000 Afghans stuck at the Chaman “waiting area” at the border.

“These camps are close to the border and are not acceptable either for assistance or from the security point of view,” said UNHCR’s Representative in Pakistan, Hasim Utkan.

* * *

Landlocked countries

28 August – Declaring that efficient transit transport systems for landlocked developing countries are vital for their integration into the world economy, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today called on both landlocked and transit developing countries to forge strong partnerships to ease market access.

“Indeed, for landlocked developing countries, shipping and transit costs represent an even greater constraint than tariffs to greater participation in international trade,” Mr. Annan said in a message to the opening session of the first global conference on the issue in Almaty, Kazakhstan, read for him by Anwarul Chowdhury, the UN High Representative for the Least Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States.

“The establishment of efficient transit transport systems is vital for their integration into the world economy,” he added. “This is also an area where the untapped potential of South-South cooperation should be fully utilized.”

The two-day meeting brings together 30 landlocked developing countries, 33 transit access developing countries, nine donor countries, seven additional developing countries, and 20 UN and international agencies and financial institutions.

With transit costs eating up anywhere between 15 and 50 per cent of their export earnings, the landlocked countries won improved market access under an agreement reached at the end of preparatory talks yesterday, promising reductions in red tape and transportation costs and time.

The conference, formally titled the International Ministerial Conference of Landlocked and Transit Developing Countries and Donor Countries and International Financial and Development Institutions on Transit Transport Cooperation, is expected to give the final stamp of approval tomorrow to the agreement, called the Almaty Programme of Action.

Mr. Annan noted in his message that he had put a strong emphasis on the special needs of landlocked developing countries in his global campaign to achieve the Millennium Development Goals of reducing poverty and hunger in half by 2015.

“This conference is an opportunity for landlocked and transit developing countries and their development partners, including the private sector, to forge strong partnerships and draw much-needed attention to these issues,” he concluded.

* * *

Kosovo

28 August – The new top United Nations envoy for Kosovo, Harri Holkeri, today visited Mitrovica, a flashpoint of tension between ethnic Albanians and Serbs over the past two years, urging the people to break the cycle of violence and seek reconciliation and underlining his own commitment to bring the communities closer.

But, he added, “We cannot bring people together by force.”

Mr. Holkeri, a former Finnish prime minister was appointed Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative and head of the UN Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK) last month to succeed Michael Steiner, a German diplomat.

He again condemned the killing of two Serbian teenagers and the wounding of four others by unknown gunmen while they were swimming in a river in the Pec/Peja region earlier this month a gun attack this week in Bica/Binxhe.

“These horrendous acts were carried out by the enemies of Kosovo’s future,” Mr. Holkeri said. “No stone will be left unturned until those responsible for the crimes committed in Kosovo are found.”

Mr. Holkeri told journalists at the Cultural Centre, by the Mitrovica bridge that separates the mainly Albanian and Serbian sections of the city, that art and culture had an important role in bringing people closer together.

“Art is a universal language,” he said. “The more dialogue we can facilitate, the more people will recognize their common interest in cooperation. Let us all learn from the arts and work for reconciliation.” 

“I hope this centre will increasingly function as a place where people from both sides of the Ibar River meet and discover what is common to them, through art and through culture,” he added.

* * *

Pakistan

28 August – The United Nations environment agency has sent an emergency response specialist to Pakistan to help authorities there assess damage from the break-up of an oil tanker amid fears that stormy weather could spread spilled oil to ecologically fragile mangrove forests and turtle nesting beaches along the Arabian Sea coast.

Pakistan requested assistance after the MT Tasman Spirit, carrying 67,000 tons of Iranian crude oil, ran aground off the port of Karachi during a monsoon on 27 July and broke up two weeks later, the Executive Director of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), Klaus Toepfer, said in a news release today.

Pakistani authorities estimate that about 15,000 tons of oil spilled when the ship began breaking up, most of it washing up on popular bathing beaches close to the port. Despite intensive efforts to transfer, disperse and contain and recover the oil, they now fear the effects of stormy weather that has been forecast.

Mr. Toepfer praised the difficult salvage, oil removal and recovery efforts undertaken to date by the Pakistani authorities, the International Maritime Organization (IMO), UNEP’s sister agency, and oil tanker industry representatives.

He said the incident underscored the importance of regional contingency plans and cooperation agreements, which could help mobilize oil-fighting equipment and expertise from within neighbouring countries in times of crisis.

UNEP coordinates 15 Regional Seas Conventions and Action Plans designed to help countries protect their common marine and coastal environments.

* * *

Global Compact

28 August – Praising the role of a major international workers’ union in promoting his Global Compact, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan called today for even greater involvement by world labour in the initiative, which seeks to advance good corporate citizenship and responsible globalization from both labour and business.

“When promoting the Global Compact, I often say that the United Nations needs good partners. I am glad that we have such a partner in the International Federation of Chemical, Energy, Mine and General Workers’ Unions” (ICEM),” Mr. Annan said in a message to the organization’s third congress in Stavanger, Norway.

He noted that the Compact seeks to advance responsible corporate citizenship by promoting nine universal principles in the areas of human rights, labour and the environment, relying on public accountability, transparency and enlightened self-interest.

“Above all, it depends on partnerships, including with international labour organizations that are reaching global agreements with multinational corporations,” he said, referring to several such agreements reached by ICEM.

“ICEM has therefore done much to promote the principles of the Global Compact and the vision of a more sustainable and inclusive global economy that lies at its heart,” he added. “I hope that you will build on these efforts in the future.

“Your leadership is particularly important in generating support for the Compact within the global labour movement. I take heart from the fact that this year has seen greater involvement by global labour in the Compact than ever before. This bodes well for the future of the Global Compact,” he concluded.

* * *

Sugar

28 August – Continuing its campaign against the epidemic of diet-related chronic disease, the United Nations World Health Organization (WHO) today highlighted a new review from South Africa confirming that high consumption of added sugars contributes significantly to the incidence of tooth decay and obesity.

“This paper gives an important perspective on the influence of sugar on diet and nutrition in the developing world, in a country where both under-nutrition and over-nutrition co-exist,” Pekka Puska, WHO Director of Noncommunicable Disease Prevention and Health Promotion, said in a news release.

“This information strengthens the ability of the public health community to respond to the epidemic of diet-related chronic disease,” added Dr. Puska, who is leading WHO’s development of a Global Strategy on Diet, Physical Activity and Health.

Published in this month’s WHO Bulletin, the findings cover both rural and urban populations, and add to the growing body of global evidence on the influence of diet on chronic disease. The paper examines the effect of added sugars on a population experiencing both under-nutrition and over-nutrition.

The information was compiled as part of an effort by the South African Department of Health to advise on sugar consumption in its dietary guidelines. The researchers recommend that added sugars should form no more than 6 to 10 per cent of total dietary intake. The wording of the guideline, they suggest, should be: “Eat and drink food and drinks containing sugar sparingly and not between meals.”

The article suggests that increasing problems with dental caries and obesity alone justify the new guideline. It reports that total tooth loss in adult populations in South Africa reaches up to 35 per cent while obesity affects nearly 20 per cent of adults and 30 per cent of black women. Even in children aged 7 to 9, overweight and obesity affect up to 9 per cent.

In April, in conjunction with the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), WHO launched an experts’ report on a healthy diet low in saturated fats, sugars and salt and high in vegetables and fruits, coupled with regular exercise, in order to combat rapidly growing death rates from diseases such as cancer, obesity and diabetes.

Calling on all governments to take decisive action, the report – Diet, Nutrition and the Prevention of Chronic Diseases – was backed by statistics showing a rapid increase in chronic diseases, which in 2001 contributed about 59 per cent of the 56.5 million total reported deaths in the world and 46 per cent of the global burden of disease.

* *** *

__________________________________________________________________________________________











28 August 2003

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL


Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Hua Jiang, Deputy Spokesman for the Secretary-General.


Good afternoon.


**Security Council

The Security Council this morning unanimously adopted a resolution on the International Criminal Tribunals for the Former Yugoslavia (ICTY) and Rwanda (ICTR), which requests the Secretary-General to nominate a new prosecutor for the Rwanda tribunal.

The resolution also welcomes the intention expressed by the Secretary-General in his letter to the Security Council dated 28 July 2003, in which he conveys his intention to submit the name of Carla Del Ponte as the Prosecutor for the International Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia following the Council’s action on splitting the positions of the prosecutors of the two tribunals, so that they will be occupied by different people.

The Council is now holding a wrap-up discussion for the month of August on the theme of “The Contribution of Peacekeeping to International Peace and Security” chaired by Council President, Ambassador Mikhail Wehbe of Syria.

As of now, there are no consultations or meetings scheduled for tomorrow.


**Amman Memorial Ceremony for fallen UN staff

Today in Amman, on the last day of his mission, Mark Malloch Brown, Administrator of the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) addressed 

400 United Nations staff members, Jordanian government officials, diplomats and relatives of those who were killed in last week's bombing of the United Nations headquarters in Baghdad at a memorial ceremony for the deceased at the 

Al-Hussein Sports City in Amman.

Mr. Malloch Brown said it was shocking to him, who had started his United Nations career in field-based emergency operations, to see coffins draped in blue flags emerging from the great white United Nations plane, instead of rice bags or refugees. 

“Terrorists attacked men and women who represented the soul of our organization,” he said. He also reaffirmed the UN’s determination not to be deterred by the attack.

During the ceremony, Limya Eltayeb, a UNDP staff member in Baghdad, handed Malloch Brown the damaged United Nations flag from the Organization’s Baghdad headquarters.  It will be brought back to New York to be given to the Secretary-General. 


**Sergio Vieira de Mello laid to rest in Geneva  

Earlier today, the body of Sergio Vieira de Mello was laid to rest at a cemetery in Geneva.  Only family members and the Secretary-General’s wife, Nane Annan, attended the burial.

Prior to the burial, more than 1,000 friends and colleagues joined Vieira de Mello’s family at a service at St. Paul’s church in Geneva. 

At the start of the ceremony, 22 candles were lit for the 22 victims of the attack on the United Nations compound in Baghdad.  Mr. Vieira de Mello’s widow, Annie, and his children, Laurent and Adrien lit the 23rd candle. 

The Deputy Secretary-General, Louise Fréchette, the Director-General of the United in Geneva (UNOG), Sergei Ordzhonikidze, many heads of UN agencies, as well Geneva authorities were also present. 

Tomorrow, there will be an official memorial ceremony at the United Nations Geneva headquarters for all the victims of the attack. 

Meanwhile in Oslo, The United Nations Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process, Terje Roed Larsen, delivered a message on behalf of the Secretary-General at an official ceremony honouring the victims of the Baghdad bombing. 

“Whether clerical worker, lawyer, driver or special representative, Iraqi or international, each of these men and women made a unique and invaluable contribution to our work”, the Secretary-General said in his message.  “Each was committed to the human rights, sovereignty and well-being of the Iraqi people”, he went on to add.  The full text of the message is available upstairs.


**Liberia

As part of his visit to countries neighbouring Liberia, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative, Jacques Klein, is in Côte d’Ivoire today to discuss the possibility of opening up humanitarian corridors to the war-torn nation.

Among his meetings in Abidjan are those with President Laurent Gbagbo and Prime Minister Seydou Diarra, as well as with the Secretary-General’s Special Representative in Côte d’Ivoire, Albert Tevoedjre, and humanitarian agencies.

In a humanitarian update from Monrovia, the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) reports that the atmosphere around Monrovia remains stable with a few reported incidents.  ECOMIL (Economic Community of West African States Military Force) troops continue to provide security support for humanitarian operations.  They recently established permanent observation points and initiated patrols between camps for displaced persons in greater Monrovia.

A humanitarian mission that travelled to Kakata, which we reported on yesterday, found that the high tensions had influenced people to relocate, but that they were now returning to their homes, as no attack had been forthcoming. 

A press release available in the Spokesman’s Office contains an update on humanitarian aid activities scheduled to resume shortly.


**Afghanistan

The Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Afghanistan, Lakhdar Brahimi, this morning, opened a workshop by the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) on the Demobilization and Reintegration of Former Child Soldiers in Afghanistan. 

In his brief remarks, Brahimi spoke about the processes of demobilization, disarmament and reconstruction (DDR), where he said there is a lot of misunderstanding in post conflict areas, particularly here in Afghanistan, about what DDR is. 

Mr. Brahimi said that DDR is part of the effort to re-establish peace and security.  Here in Afghanistan, in particular, it is part of the security sector reform.  He went on to say that work was necessary to phase out existing factional armies, so that one day there will only be the Afghan National Army and the Afghan National Police.  

You can find a briefing note from Kabul with more details about this and other developments in Afghanistan. 


**United Nations Refugee Agency 

The Office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) said that the governments of Afghanistan and Pakistan have agreed to the gradual consolidation and closure of Afghan refugee camps near Pakistan's border, and to help sustain returns by focusing aid in the refugees' communities back in Afghanistan.  You can find more details on UNHCR’s Web site.


**Kazakhstan Conference on Landlocked Countries 

Today, a two-day conference on Landlocked and Transit Developing Countries is beginning in Almaty, Kazakhstan, and the United Nations High Representative dealing with that issue, Anwarul Karim Chowdhury, delivered a message on the Secretary-General’s behalf, saying that the United Nations has long recognized the special needs of landlocked developing countries and remains strongly committed to helping them to overcome the formidable obstacles to their development.  We have copies of that statement in my office.


**Kosovo 

The Secretary-General’s Special Representative in Kosovo, Harri Holkeri, today made his first visit to Mitrovica.  He urged the residents to break the cycle of violence and seek reconciliation and he underlined his commitment to bring the communities closer, but added:  “We cannot bring people together by force”.  For more information on the visit, please pick up the press release upstairs.
**UN Environment Programme
The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) has sent an emergency response specialist to Pakistan to help authorities there assess damage from the break-up of an Iranian oil tanker two weeks ago.  Pakistan requested assistance amid fears that stormy weather could spread spilled oil to ecologically fragile forests and beaches along the Arabian Sea coast.


That’s all I have for you. Have a very good afternoon.

* *** *




UNEP and the Executive Director in the news





� HYPERLINK  \l "agency" ��UN News Centre - UN environmental agency helps in  Pakistani oil spill�


� HYPERLINK  \l "helps" ��Parknews - Un Environmental Agency Helps In Pakistani Oil spill off Pakistan reaches 24,000 tonnes: port official Oil   Spill�


� HYPERLINK  \l "sends" ��Xinhua - UNEP sends expert to Pakistan oil spill site�


� HYPERLINK  \l "spill" ��AFP - Oil spill off Pakistan reaches 24,000 tonnes: port official�


� HYPERLINK  \l "farewell" ��Swiss info - Geneva bids farewell to human rights crusader�
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