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FRONT PAGE - FIRST SECTION: NGOs told to be   more open to retain trust

By Alison Maitland in London

                    International non-governmental organisations (NGOs) must become more  accountable if they are to retain their influence and position of trust, says a United  Nations report out today.

                    The study, by international consultancy SustainAbility, the UN Environment   Programme and the UN Global Compact, says many NGOs are moving from   confrontation to engagement with business. But most lack the accountability they  demand from companies.

                    John Elkington, chair of SustainAbility and co-author of the report, said: "Unless they               recognise and address growing financial, competitive and accountability pressures,  their impact will be significantly reduced."

                    The study, based on interviews with 200 NGOs and opinion-formers, is likely to be                  controversial with those who argue transparency limits their ability to run nimble and  flexible campaigns.

                    It says some NGOs already produce detailed reports to demonstrate their accountability, the best practitioners being the US Coalition for Environmentally  Responsible Economies (Ceres) and Oxfam, WWF and Save the Children in the UK.

                    However, it says others see accountability as a non-issue. The 21st Century NGO: In  the Market for Change .

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

BBC Monitoring

 HEADLINE: CHINA'S ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION MEASURES AT WEST-TO-EAST GAS PIPELINE PROJECT 

      (New China News Agency) 

      Yinchuan, 29 June: With spades in hands, dozens of farm workers from western Ningxia Hui Autonomous

Region in northwest China are preparing a patch of barren land in order to plant grass. 

      The site, adjacent to China's 4,200 km-long west-to-east gas pipeline project, is 4.5 km from the Shapotou

sand control project, a state-level nature reserve in Zhongwei County of Ningxia, a United

Nations-recognized model of successful environmental protection. 

      Wu Hongbin, head of the administrative section of the nature reserve, said, "Due to the building of the

pipeline, some vegetation and soil strata have been destroyed, but the nature reserve as a whole is fully

intact as earth has been replaced and vegetation replanted in a timely manner." 

      Situated on the edge of the Tengger Desert, the Shapotou sand control project has been heralded as a

miraculous achievement: wheat has been cultivated to ward off quick sand, and the Baotou-Lanzhou railway   line, China's first railway built in a desert, has been operating without a hitch for 45 years. The Shapotou  project was given the prestigious title of "Global 500" by the United Nations Environment Programme   (UNEP) in 1994 for its effectiveness in stemming desertification. The area has now grown into a popular  scenic spot. Wang Yan is the head of China Petroleum Pipeline Corporation's headquarters for the

construction of the Ningxia section of the west-to-east gas pipeline. He says that, while designing the

pipeline, which will traverse 10 provinces, autonomous regions and municipalities, designers paid careful

attention to environmental concerns, doing their utmost to avoid building on afforested land, grassland,

wetland, nature reserves and other transitional areas. 

      To protect the 13,000-hectare Shapotou Nature Reserve, designers have adjusted the route of the pipeline,

extending it by an additional 20 additional km and having it span the Yellow River, which increases the cost by a big margin, Wu said. (as received) In the end, the State Environmental Protection Administration

authorized the pipeline to run along the edge of the nature reserve. Damage has been kept to a minimum,

Wu said. The construction site is surrounded by a fence and clearly marked. To avoid disturbing wildlife, for  example, the construction headquarters has discontinued the use of generators at the site, relying instead

on a power source 3 km away. 

      Wu Haining, the project's environmental supervisor, says that all industrial and human waste at the

construction site is sorted and transported to another location to treatment, and workers are prohibited from

entering the nature reserve due to fears that they may damage vegetation or disturb the sand strata. 

      Construction of the west-to-east gas pipeline, which will extend from the gas field in remote Xinjiang to

Shanghai, got under way last year. China Oil and Natural Gas Co., Ltd., Royal Dutch & Shell Group, Russia's  gas monopoly, Gazprom, and Exxon Mobil Corporation jointly invest 140bn yuan (16.87bn US dollars) in the   project. It is the largest project open to foreign cooperation since China began its reform and opening up  drive more than two decades ago. 

      The pipeline project, expected for completion by New Year's Day 2005, will meet the demand for gas in

developed coastal areas in east China, and, in the process, generate revenue and development opportunities

for underdeveloped west China. 

      Environmental supervision with supervisors employed through international bidding has been introduced into  the building of the gas pipeline, the first time such measure is taken to strengthen environmental protection    in carrying out a state key infrastructure project. 

      American David Moore, the chief environmental supervisor for the Gansu-Ningxia section of the pipeline, says  that while minor construction problems crop up, the workers correct them immediately when asked. It is   quite impressive that both the construction workers and the local reserve protection workers possess a  strong awareness of environmental protection, said Moore, who is carrying out a regular inspection tour of   Shapotou. 

      Wu Hongbin, head of the administrative section of the nature reserve, said his section is in charge of

supervisory management and the replanting of vegetation. The nature reserve and the pipeline company

have worked out detailed plans for replanting and protecting vegetation. Workers with Wu's section spend at least three days a week at the construction site monitoring environmental protection. In addition, the

pipeline construction company has set aside 3.4m yuan (410,000 US dollars) to finance vegetation

replanting. "The ecological balance and the vegetation in the areas affected by the pipeline will be restored

to their original levels within the next two years," said Wu Hongbin. 

      Wang Hongwei, a worker with the 2nd company of the China Petroleum Pipeline Corporation, said before the  work began, he and other workers attended training courses on environmental protection to learn about

protecting vegetation. "If we come across protected vegetation in the course of construction, we are

required to report it to the administrative section of the (Shapotou) nature reserve, whose administrative

section will be responsible for replanting," said Wang. 

      Wang said he has participated in the building of many projects, but this is the first time that a great amount

of consideration has been given to ecological protection. "I now understand that environmental protection

and key state projects are equally important," he said. 

Source: Xinhua news agency, Beijing, in English 0145 gmt 29 Jun 03 

BBC Monitoring 

 ________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

'Unacceptable risk' of chemical disaster

By Alex Kirby 

                 The UK's system for regulating synthetic chemicals amounts to  "a gigantic experiment with all living things", an environmental   watchdog says. 

                 The Royal Commission on Environmental Pollution (RCEP) believes the   system fails to safeguard human health and the environment. 

                 Disasters like those of recent years are therefore likely to recur, it   believes. 

                 But it says checking all potentially   harmful chemicals can be done fairly   quickly. 

                 The commission's warning is  published in its report, Chemicals in   Products: Safeguarding the

Environment and Human Health,  published on Thursday. 

                 Testing over centuries 

                 Its concerns centre on about 30,000   chemicals used in the European  Union which it says have never been comprehensively tested for any  risks to people and ecosystems. 

                 Current rates of assessment mean testing them all will take centuries,   the RCEP says. 

                 The European Commission has proposed a new way of assessing and    managing chemical risks, Reach - Registration, Evaluation and  Authorisation of Chemicals. 

                 But the RCEP says even that would   take at least 50 years to clear the   backlog. 

                 The RCEP chairman is Professor Sir    Tom Blundell, head of the  department of biochemistry at the

University of Cambridge. 

                 Sir Tom said: "We think that's unacceptable. It needs to be dealt with  within a decade." 

                 'Quick check' 

                 He also described as unacceptable our present attitude of submitting to   the unknown: "Given our understanding of the way chemicals interact  with the environment, you could say we are running a gigantic

experiment with humans and all other living things as the subject." 

                 The RCEP suggests instead a system that would give all 30,000  chemicals a quick check within three years. 

                 It would assess their toxicity, how long they lasted in the environment    before being broken down, and their tendency to accumulate in the   bodies of animals. 

                 It would involve putting basic information about each chemical on a list   publicly available on the internet. 

                 The system would use computer-based molecular modelling to screen   them, and computers to search the scientific literature. The commission  says it expects most chemicals would be judged to be of no particular  concern. 

                 Charges 

                 But several hundred, and possibly more than a thousand, would be   designated high, medium or low concern and then assessed more  thoroughly, with their use restricted or conceivably banned in the           meantime. 

                 There would be charges for using any of them, to pay for the new   regulatory system and to encourage the use of less risky substances. 

                 A new chemicals safety co-ordination unit within the Environment  Agency would oversee the new system. 

                 The RCEP says this should  mean all chemicals of   concern would be fully   evaluated by 2009. It also  wants a more vigorous   search for alternatives to using animals for testing  chemical toxicity. 

                 And the government should use amateurs'  observations of natural changes to alert it to risks. 

                 The commission says naturalists and anglers gave early   warning of the lethal effects of organochlorines, and of   endocrine disruptors feminising fish. 

                 The central goal of policy, it believes should be the   systematic replacement of hazardous substances with  less dangerous ones. 

                 Mary Taylor of Friends of the Earth said: "The existing  system is hopelessly inadequate, and allows dangerous   chemicals to be used in items like TVs, toys, and  clothing. The government cannot ignore the alarm bells  any longer." 

                 She welcomed the RCEP's argument that the UK should   press ahead with safeguards regardless of recent   threats from the US that such action would breach  World Trade Organisation rules. 

                 Elizabeth Salter-Green of WWF said: "How many more   eminent bodies need to speak out before the chemical  industry takes full responsibility for the chemicals it  manufactures? The only solution is better regulation."

_________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

GM fish glows in the bowl

By Dr David Whitehouse 

                 A Taiwanese company has created a genetically modified (GM)  ornamental fish that glows in the dark. 

                 The Taikong Corporation took DNA   from a jellyfish and inserted it into a   zebra fish to make it shine a   yellow-green colour. 

                 GM animals are frequently used in  labs and flocks of GM sheep make   valuable proteins in their milk, but  the "Night Pearl" zebra fish is the   first gene-altered pet to go on sale   to the public. 

                 For some, the animal will be a  fascinating novelty; for others, it will raise fears of a trend for

bio-engineered "Frankenstein pets". 

                 The Taikong Corporation reports strong interest in its creation from the   UK, where the aquatic industry is worth millions. 

                 Safe and sterile 

                 Taikong insists the GM fish, designated TK-1, is safe, sterile and that its  additional fluorescent gene is harmless. 

                 The fish was unveiled in 2001, but it took another year and a half to  develop a technique to render the animal sterile. It cannot cross-breed   with natural fish. 

                 TK-1 was developed using the work of HJ Tsai of the National Taiwan  University. 

                 Initially, Taikong plans to sell 30,000 glowing fish at US $17 each and   then increase production to more than 100,000 in three months. But not  everyone is enthusiastic. 

                 Aquatic industry specialists are worried TK-1 may be the first of many  GM pet fish destined for Britain. In particular, some tropical fish are  being bio-engineered to tolerate cold and could colonise UK waters if  they escaped, disturbing the present ecosystem. 

                 According to Derek Lambert, of Today's Fishkeeper magazine, GM  piranhas could survive in our waterways and pose a major problem. He  is urging traders to boycott the TK-1. 

                 Keith Davenport, of the Aquatic Ornamental Trade Association (AOTA),  commented that interfering with the genome was unnecessary and said   people did not want animals to become fashion accessories. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Satellite View Shows Amazon Rainforest Shrinking  Fast 

                      BRASILIA, Brazil, June 27, 2003 (ENS) - The new deforestation   rate in the Amazon announced by the Brazilian government has   shocked conservationists, who said that drastic measures are needed to  reverse a large increase in clearing since last year. The world's largest   tropical rainforest is being rapidly cleared for agriculture, including soy  bean fields and cattle ranches. 

                      Based on the annual satellite image survey by the Brazilian National  Space Research Institute (INPE), 25,500 square kilometers (9,845  square miles) of Amazon forests disappeared between July 2001 and

June 2002. 

                         Clearing and forest  fires, logging and   roadbuilding are taking   their toll on the Amazon    rainforest. (Photo courtesy  U.S. Forest Service)

                          This is the highest  deforestation rate  since the 1994-1995                                                     peak of 29,000 square  kilometers (11,197  square miles), INPE  said, announcing the  survey results on Wednesday. 

                      According to INPE, the annual average deforestation rate in the  Brazilian Amazon Forest from 1995 to 2001 was about 18,000 square  kilometers (6,949 square miles). 

                      Environment Minister Marina Silva told reporters Thursday, "We are  going to take emergency action to deal with this highly worrying rise in  deforestation." She pledged to make the government's proposals public  next week. 

                      An area larger than France has already been deforested in the   Brazilian Amazon, and about one-third of those cleared lands are  believed to have been abandoned and underutilized. 

                      Silva announced plans to bring together all the ministries concerned to   identify causes and to implement measures to solve the deforestation   problem. 

                      Brazilian Environment Minister Marina Silva (Photo  courtesy Ministerio do Meio Ambiente)

                      She pledged to make the deforestation data   available, an unprecedented move, with the aim of

fostering debate and involving stakeholders in the   formulation and implementation of actions for                combating deforestation. 

                      A technical analysis of the historical series of   INPE data from the years 1997, 2000, 2001 and

2002 will take place to identify the principal agents of deforestation,  trends and scenarios, Silva said. 

                      The analysis will attempt to discern the areas in which deforestation is  an authorized legal activity from those in which deforestation is an  illegal activity, and identify new areas where deforestation is

                      advancing. 

                      She pledged to define critical areas where the implementation of  emergency measures for combating illegal deforestation should be a   priority. 

                      WWF, the conservation organization, is urging the Brazilian government  to implement policies it has already committed to prevent the  conversion of the Amazon Forest into mismanaged and exploited zones.

                      "The rate of deforestation that was just announced looks bad, but those  of us who are in the field have indications to fear that the past year has   been even worse," said Luis Meneses, WWF-Brazil's Amazon

coordinator. 

                           Two barges transporting  over 200 logs of illegal  wood were impounded by   the Brazilian

Environmental Agency  IBAMA after a three   days blockade by 40  small river boats in the                             Jaraucu River.

                                                          September 2002. (Photo   courtesy Greenpeace)

                              "The highest priority is   to implement public   policies aimed to stop the conversion of the forest into areas that after   a short period of occupation and exploitation are abandoned, and leave   behind unemployment, poverty and urbanization lacking basic needs  such as sanitation," Meneses said. 

                      The Brazilian government has said it plans to invest over $40 billion in   new highways, railroads, hydroelectric reservoirs, power lines, and gas  lines in the Amazon over the next few years. About 5,000 miles of   highways will be paved. The government claims that these projects will   have only limited effects on the Amazon. 

                      Urgent creation and implementation of protected areas, to prevent the   expansion of the deforestation front is needed, said WWF. The  Amazon Protected Areas Programme, carried out by the Brazilian  Ministry of the Environment in partnership with WWF, could serve as a  model. Implementation of this program will ensure that at least 12  percent of the Brazilian Amazon is set aside as nature parks and

reserves. 

                      Silva said she would propose improvement of the methodologies used to   assess deforestation in the region, including the introduction of a real  time monitoring system that will allow the government to take

preventive actions. 

                   Copyright Environment News Service (ENS) 2003. All Rights Reserved.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Bangladesh floods kill 58, maroon  150,000 people
BANGLADESH: June 30, 2003

                CHITTAGONG, Bangladesh - Heavy rain, mudslides   and storms have killed at least 58 people in

southeastern Bangladesh over two weeks, officials  said. 

                Rains also marooned about 150,000 people in several   villages and offshore Hatiya island during the two-week  period, disaster management officials said.

                Eleven people were swept away or buried in rain-triggered   landslides in Chittagong district last week, Hashib Aziz,   additional superintendent of police in Chittagong, 300 km   (187 miles) from Dhaka, said on the weekend.

                Twenty-two others were killed on Thursday and five in the   previous week. Earlier, 20 fishermen were believed dead  after their boats sank in the Bay of Bengal during a    rainstorm.

                The weather office forecast more heavy rains over the next   few days. The monsoon lasts from June to September.

                Incessant rain, as well as a day-long strike called by an   opposition party, halted loading, unloading and deliveries at  the Chittagong port, which handles 80 percent of   Bangladesh's external trade, port officials said.

                Densely populated Bangladesh and eastern parts of India   are regularly flooded in the monsoon season between June  and September when the Ganges and Brahmaputra rivers  and their tributaries overflow. 

REUTERS NEWS SERVICE

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

UN Weather Group Says La Nina    Chances Increasing

SWITZERLAND: June 30, 2003
      GENEVA - Chances of floods and typhoons from the    weather phenomenon La Nina are increasing, but the  latest incarnation of its alter-ego, El Nino, is finished,  weather experts said. 

                "The El Nino of 2002-2003 is now over," the United Nations    World Meteorological Organization (WMO) said in a  statement.

                While wreaking less havoc than its 1997-98 predecessor,   which caused $34 billion of damage, the latest El Nino  brought droughts to Australia and southern Africa and   higher temperatures to Asia.

                During El Nino, which occurs every four to five years, there   is abnormal warming of waters in the eastern Pacific,  disrupting wind and rainfall patterns.

                During La Nina, which brings unusually wet weather, the   situation is reversed with warmer sea surface temperatures   in the western Pacific and cooler temperatures in the east.

                "Developments have increased the likelihood of La Nina  conditions. Temperatures in the eastern tropical Pacific are  already about one degree Celsius below normal in May,"    the WMO said.

                It was not yet clear whether this was a random monthly   fluctuation or whether it would develop into a generalized La  Nina phenomenon, but scientists should know more in the   next month or two, WMO scientists said.

                Weather experts said earlier this month that La Nina could   be developing after tropical storms battered the Philippines,  killing 41 people. 

REUTERS NEWS SERVICE

_________________________________________________________________________________________

UN Wire

Deforestation Of Amazon Is On The Rise
                            Deforestation of the Amazon forest last year increased 40 percent, compared with 2001, as Brazil  registered the second-highest figure since it started to monitor the deforestation 15 years ago,                            according to a report to be released next week in the country.

                            The report, prepared by the country's National Institute of Space Research, indicates that the

forest lost 25,500 square kilometers, an area bigger than the state of Sergipe in northeastern Brazil.   According to Sao Paulo Environment Secretary Jose Goldemberg, the lost forest could have absorbed several times more carbon dioxide than was emitted in Brazil in 2001, including emissions from the   transportation and energy sectors and from all industries.

                            "After a decade, between 1978 and 1988, in which the annual level of deforestation was 21,130 square   kilometers, we saw a reduction to 11,130 square kilometers due to the end of subsidy for deforestation  and better control in the area," said Goldemberg.

                            "In 1995, however, deforestation reached a record 29,059 square kilometers because of the economic   plan that introduced the new currency, the real, which created an incentive for industries to explore the  resources of the forest.  Now, we see a new peak, which is alarming, because the economy is in

contraction, unlike in 1995," he said.

                            According to Institute of Amazon Environmental Research expert Ane Alencar, part of the

deforestation can be attributed to the cultivation of soy in a large portion of the forest.  "I have

not seen the numbers yet, but I would say that one of the reasons for the problem is the investment in

large-scale agriculture," Alencar said (Liana John, O Estado de Sao Paulo, June 26, U.N. Wire                           translation).

                            In a statement, the Environment Ministry said that "because of the gravity of this figure, which  indicates a great increase in deforestation in the last two years, different sectors of the government are

analyzing the numbers in detail, so we can create measures to change those numbers."

                            A new $35 million Environment Ministry plan of action on deforestation, is expected to be announced  Tuesday (Agencia Estado, June 25, U.N. Wire translation).

_________________________________________________________________________________________
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UN or UNEP in the news

Mangroves selected for rehabilitation - Situation on eastern coast seen `critical' 
Bangkok Post, June 28, 2003 (Ranjana Wangvipula) - State environmental agencies have nominated five mangrove forests for an internationally-funded rehabilitation programme.
``At the moment, only 20% of mangrove forests recorded in 1961 in the Gulf of Thailand are left,'' said coastal and mangrove management expert Sonjai Havanond, of the Marine and Coastal Resources Department.

Calling the situation ``critical,'' Mr Sonjai said Thailand was once home to 1,760 square kilometres of mangrove areas, but that had fallen sharply.
The plight of the coastal environment in the east was more serious than in the west where around 85% of mangrove areas have survived in the Andaman Sea.
Five areas in the eastern coast have been nominated for a three-year rehabilitation project under the United Nations Environmental Programme.
http://www.bangkokpost.com/News/29Jun2003_news19.html 

Groups oppose coal power plant in Misamis Or. 
ABS CBN News, Philippines, June 27, 2003 - By BUTCH D. ENERIO, TODAY Correspondent - CAGAYAN DE ORO CITY - Groups urged the Arroyo administration to forego the construction of the coal-fired power plant in Misamis Oriental, saying that it should instead use the millions of dollars to fund the project for the construction of environment-friendly alternative sources of power and for the protection and rehabilitation of watersheds to insure the viability of hydroelectric plants. 
…“All coal plants, without exception, emit and discharge amounts of pollution significant enough to seriously affect the health of surrounding communities and the well-being of the environment. This is not surprising, given the polluting material coal plants regularly release” such as cadmium, he added. 
…Coal plants also release toxic mercury, which poses direct risks to communities hosting coal-fired power plants and which the United Nations Environment Program projects to be greatly exacerbated by a warming world.
http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs_news_body.asp?section=Provincial&oid=26797 

Duty increase on ozone depleting chemicals lauded 
The New Nation, Bangladesh Jun 21, 2003 (By BSS) - Dhaka - The Forum of Environmental Journalists of Bangladesh (FEJB) on Thursday highly commended the proposed national budget for raising the duty on ozone-depleting chemicals CFCs as a pro-active move of the government.
In a statement, FEJB Chairman Quamrul Islam Chowdhury and General Secretary Mofizur Rahman praised the step and said Finance Minister M Saifur Rahman has undertaken a very forward- looking conservationist step by not only enhancing duties on CFCs but also slashing rates on alternatives to CFCs.… The two-day meeting titled “South and South East Asia and the Pacific Network of Ozone Officers on Refrigerant Management Plan Review and Update” organised by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) in collaboration with the Ministry of Environment and Forests concluded at a local hotel on June 15.
“The officials during their two-day meeting emphasised the need for having political support especially to phase-out ozone- depleting chemicals as an obligation of the signatory parties to Montreal Protocol reached in 1989. By taking this bold fiscal step, Bangladesh has shown a shinning instance of its commitment in phasing out, “UNEP’s Atul Bagai told BSS after the meeting.
http://nation.ittefaq.com/artman/publish/article_2637.shtml 


General environment news

Bangladesh floods kill 58, maroon 150,000 people 
ABS CBN News, Philippines, June 29, 2003 - CHITTAGONG, Bangladesh - Heavy rain, mudslides and storms have killed at least 58 people in southeastern Bangladesh over two weeks, officials said on Saturday. 

Rains also marooned about 150,000 people in several villages and offshore Hatiya island during the two-week period, disaster management officials said. 
http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs_news_body.asp?section=World&oid=26885 

Indian floods claim 60 lives
The Age, Australia , Sunday 29 June 2003 - At least 60 people have died of malaria and encephalitis in India's flood-hit north-eastern state of Assam where 70,000 people have been displaced.
Fifty-four have died of malaria and six from Japanese encephalitis in areas lashed by monsoon rains and floods since early June, PC Bhattacharyya, Assam Malaria Program Officer, told AFP.
"About 17,000 of the total 600,000 people whose blood samples were screened have tested positive for malaria," he said.
"Areas where floodwaters remain stagnant are always very risky and prone to malaria attacks."

http://www.theage.com.au/articles/2003/06/29/1056825281677.html
Disease claims 60 lives after Indian floods
ABC Online, Australia , June 29, 2003 - At least 60 people have died of malaria and encephalitis in India's flood-hit north-eastern state of Assam, where further heavy rains have forced 70,000 people from their homes.
About 400,000 people were displaced in a wave of flooding early this month, but the waters receded last week. 
Now, more rain has again forced people to seek shelter, and worse flooding is forecast for coming days.

http://www.abc.net.au/news/justin/nat/newsnat-29jun2003-40.htm
Floods in China snap lifelines, 32 killed 

NDTV.com, India  Sunday, June 29, 2003 (Hunan): - Floods and landslides in China's south and southwestern provinces have left over 32 people dead, displaced thousands and cut off a major railway line.
The floodwaters have forced massive power cuts in more than 100 villages in the Hunan province forcing rail officials in Beijing to close the major southern running lines before the weekend.
http://www.ndtv.com/morenews/showmorestory.asp?slug=Floods+in+China+snap+lifelines%2C+32+killed&id=39759
Floods in Fatikchhari worsen:Eight washed away
The New Nation, Bangladesh Jun 29, 2003 (By UNB, Chittagong) - Eight people were washed away by floodwater in Fatikchhari upazila on Saturday, raising the death toll in the district from landslides and flooding to 26 in three days.
… They said the floodwater left 50,000 families in Fatikchhari and 10,000 in Mirsarai marooned.
The worst affected unions are Samitirhat, Nanupur, Bujpur, Sundarpur, Paindong, Daulatpur, Narayanhat, Harualchhari, Shoabeel, Roshangiri and Nazirhat in Fatikchhari.
http://nation.ittefaq.com/artman/publish/article_2834.shtml 

_________________________________________________________________________________________


Iraq

Contaminated nuclear barrel swap launched in Iraq

Environmental group Greenpeace launched a campaign on Saturday to give Iraqis clean water barrels in exchange for contaminated containers they have been using which were looted from a nuclear complex. 

Greenpeace said their scheme was meant to be of more practical use to Iraqis than a $3 per barrel offer from the US army for the containers, previously used to store low-enriched uranium peroxide powder known as “yellow cake.” 

Iraqis in the impoverished local community near the Tuwaitha complex, 25km south of Baghdad, would have to pay about $15 each for new containers to replace contaminated barrels, the group said. 

Looters plundered the complex in the chaos following the toppling of Saddam Hussein by US-led forces in April. 

“This morning we collected four barrels. It is a good start,” said a spokesman for the group, which believes about 150 of 500 containers looted from the site are still missing. 

It said it would take days if not weeks for word of the scheme to spread. Many Iraqis had been reluctant to give up the looted barrels as they saw their need for water storage as greater than the unseen threat of radioactivity, it said. 

Experts from the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) have visited Tuwaitha in recent weeks and say they have accounted for most of the missing uranium. 

“Yellow cake” is low-enriched uranium peroxide powder used as a raw material for radioactive fuel. 

US officials have played down its dangers, saying its radiation level is fairly low. But they began paying Iraqis to recover the containers after reports emerged that people were now storing food and water in them. 

http://www.jordantimes.com/sun/news/news3.htm
Kuwait

'Fish-dying a worldwide phenomenon'

Dr Mohammed Al-Sarawi, chairman of the Public Authority for Environment (PAE), said that the PAE, started only as a department of the National Assembly, has made significant gains in protecting Kuwait's environment.
In an interview with Kuwait Times, he spoke about his views on environmental problems faced by Kuwait. 
When asked whether the presence of an entire authority specialised in environmental affairs meant that Kuwait's environment was endangered, Al-Sarawi said that, there was a growing regional and international environmental awareness movement. 
Kuwait was not an exception in having a special forum for environment and such forums are usually closely connected to decision makers with its own policies, strategies, programmes and even budgets. 

http://www.kuwaittimes.net/today/local_news.shtml#1
UAE

Conservation key to avoiding energy crisis: expert

Dubai-based environmentalist, Ambrose Vase, has said the optimal utilisation of energy may hold the key to crisis that ground the state of California to a halt and continue to threaten the whole world. 

Addressing members and the general public at the fifth General Meeting of the Emirates Environmental Group (EEG) held on Tuesday at the Towers Rotana Hotel in Dubai, he said, "The key to the energy crisis is efficiency, which people don't necessarily look for, they only see the costs." 

In her speech, the Chairperson of the EEG, Habiba Al Marashi, said: "Lack of energy conservation efforts has pushed the UAE to be among the world's major electricity consumers with an estimated 10 per cent annual increase which is four times the world average and an unsustainable rate." She lauded Mr Vase's efforts on monitored cost-effective schemes focussing on reduction in wastage of water, fuel, power and chemicals.

The EEG has over the years campaigned for energy conservation in the UAE and Mrs Al Marashi underlined the recent change in community's attitude but stressed that "awareness was the key." She cited the research conducted by Mahmoud A. Al Iriani of the UAE University, which had pointed to population growth and inefficient use as the two major contributing factors to the energy crisis.

http://66.234.3.46/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2003/june/theuae_june632.xml
Bahrain

Warming to a theme
THE global warming situation is now far more serious than it ever was in the past 400-600 years. Seven of the 10 warmest years in the 20th century occurred in the 1990s, with global temperatures spiking due to one of the strongest El Niٌos on record. But we can do something about it and that is what Professor Norman Myers, honorary visiting Fellow, Green College, University of Oxford, busies himself with. He has been the first to alert the world to environmental hazards, tropical deforestation, economics of wildlife, mass extinction of species and the loss of biodiversity.

The mean surface temperature of the earth has increased by about 1.6؛ F," he said. "The world is facing major environmental problems on account of soil erosion, air pollution, a water crisis and deforestation" It is estimated that 700 million people worldwide are deprived of clean drinking water and are faced with severe shortage. This leads to an economic loss of $125 billion annually.

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=55241&Sn=COMM&IssueID=26101
Phenomenal growth is affecting environment 

BAHRAIN'S growth over the past few years has also adversely affected the environment in certain areas. Hoora is a living (or "dying"?) example of this phenomenon. 

To add to the woes of the residents, not only are buildings constructed incessantly, but thanks to government organisations such as the CPR and Immigration offices, the parking (and resultantly driving) woes are a nightmare until past noon on weekdays.

It would, hence, be of great help to the residents of such areas if government organisations move their offices to an area out of Manama that is easy to approach and also provide enough parking space within, for its service-seekers.

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=55099&Sn=LETT&IssueID=26100

Saudi Arabia
Captive, Neglected & Abused

Vultures generally get a bad press and are fairly unlovable creatures. But beside the Makkah Road there is one, kept in a concrete pen a few meters square, that has an abscess the size of a golfball on one foot. Others are developing on its other foot. It literally hasn’t got a leg to stand on, raising first one then the other to relieve the pain. 

Elephants nearby are kept in a tiny space not large enough for one to turn around in.

These animals are in pens and cages that are about as far from their natural environment as it is possible to get.

http://www.arabnews.com/?page=1&section=0&article=28125&d=29&m=6&y=2003

Yemen
Road development pressing ahead: Culture and environment of Tihama coast at risk

[image: image1.wmf]
The Government of Yemen is currently constructing an Inter-Arabian coastal highway stretching from the border of Saudi Arabia to the border of Oman. This prestige project is being done at enormous expense to some of Yemen’s most environmentally and culturally valuable areas. For most of the route, however, neither the environmental nor cultural impacts have been assessed. As road development in some areas presses ahead, even basic surveys have not been done: road planning is taking place at the front end of a bulldozer.

The current construction of the road is illegal, as it does not comply with national environmental and cultural legislation (Environment Protection Law of 1996 and Republic of Yemen Antiquity Law #21). The road also violates international commitments like the Arab League law for road and development projects and the Ramsar Convention for Wetlands Protection.

The conclusions of the team’s assessment are clear: Without major modifications, the planned costal road on the Red Sea would destroy the significant environmental, cultural, and scenic value of the area, along with any potential for tourism.
http://www.yobserver.com/
_________________________________________________________________________________________
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General Environmental news

Govt. orders destruction of GM maize in Bulawayo 

Senegal, Dakar (PANA) - Authorities in Zimbabwe have director National Foods Limited to destroy all the genetically modified (GM) maize at the firm's milling plant in Bulawayo. But livestock producers say the grain which is to be destroyed could be used as stock-feed to save cattle in a region where nearly 50,000 cattle have perished in Matabeleland South alone due to the drought. The Financial Gazette reports that since Monday, about 3,000 tones of the GM maize had Thursday been dumped in several disused mine shafts at Turk Mine, to the disappointment of cattle farmers, many of them peasants battling to source stock-feed. Last year, National Foods won a multi-million dollar World Food Programme (WFP) contract to mill 13,000 tones of GM maize meal to feed hungry Zimbabweans. Obert Mpofu, the governor and resident minister of Matabeleland North, confirmed in an interview with the Gazette that the government had directed that the GM maize be destroyed. Mpofu said the state felt the residue was not even fit as stock feed. "The GM maize is being milled in a quarantined place as per the agreement reached between us and the two parties in the deal. We will not allow that stuff to be carelessly disposed off. GM foods are not good for us Africans," said Mpofu. President Robert Mugabe reluctantly allowed WFP and other relief agencies to distribute GM maize meal owing to serious food shortages caused by poor harvests blamed on the drought and the chaotic land reform. About six million people in Zimbabwe are dependent on the food- handouts mainly from WFP.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng001717&dte=27/06/2003
Residents take to streets over wildlife threat

The Nation (Nairobi): Hundreds of people yesterday poured into the streets of Narok Town to protest against wildlife terror. Armed with spears and clubs, they vowed to kill the elephants and lions terrorizing them. The protesters, who were led by Soiliti Wildlife Community-Based Organization chairman Lampau ole Nkoriopai, accused Kenya Wildlife Service of valuing animals above humans. KWS personnel, they complained, merely scared away the beasts even after they killed a person. "We will use all weapons at our disposal, including poison, to kill elephants," they warned. The marchers said elephants had destroyed their farms and held them hostage in their homes between 6am and 6pm. At 3pm on Tuesday, an elephant killed a 30-year-old man as he and his wife took their child to hospital. At about the same time, a lion killed three goats and a bull. KWS warden confirmed a heavy presence of elephants in Ololtoto, Katakala and Olenguruo. He said rangers had killed an elephant believed to have killed Mr. Mulirange ole Nkoonyi.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200306290004.html
Human-wildlife conflict: Law on animal-human conflicts on the way

The Nation: A Bill aimed at reducing animal-human conflicts will be tabled in Parliament soon.  The Wildlife Conservation and Management Bill is being prepared by Environment ministry experts assisted by the Commonwealth Secretariat.  "The experts are working round the clock because we want to change the old laws that have been unfair to both human beings and animals," Environment minister Newton Kulundu said on the telephone But he stressed that the old laws were still in force and should be followed.  According to the law the government is the custodian of all wild animals in the country and it is a crime to kill wildlife.  The minister urged residents living near game parks or reserves to give the ministry time, saying the Bill would address the issue of compensation.   In the past few weeks, 10 lions have been killed in retaliation for killing livestock in Kitengela near Nairobi.  The residents living near the Nairobi National Park have accused the government of doing little to protect them from marauding animals.  The minister's comments came as a philanthropic organization, Born Free Foundation, asked the government to protect the lions. The foundation will help in seeking funds for the fencing of the park.  The Kenya Wildlife Service wardens have begun herding the predators back to the park. 

http://www.nationaudio.com/News/DailyNation/Today/News/News3006200312.html
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F R I D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
‘Gravely concerned,’ UN refugee chief urges peace force to quell violence in Liberia

*
Annan to Security Council: consider more troops for UN mission in DR of Congo

*
Sustained peace in Sierra Leone ‘inconceivable’ without regional peace – Annan

*
Iraq: UN envoy to meet Muslim Shi’ite religious leaders 

*
UNESCO to send new mission to Iraq to check cultural heritage after looting

*
UN envoy stresses inclusion of Syria and Lebanon in Middle East peace process

*
In Geneva, Annan meets with UN officials and staff

*
Security Council delegation arrives in Guinea-Bissau 

*
17 added to list of those subject to UN sanctions against Al-Qaida

*
UN experts’ meeting recommends safe intake levels for chemicals present in food

*
Chief of UN agency calls on Asian countries to support hunger reduction

*
UN rights envoy appeals to Fidel Castro to pardon jailed Cubans

*
Former Bosnian Serb leader to begin serving 11-year war crimes sentence in Sweden
*
Treaty to protect persons with disabilities to be ready in two years – UN committee 

*
UN, European Commission launch guidelines for relief work in crises

*
UN agencies call for “dramatic” scaling up of efforts to curb child mortality

*
Landlocked countries pay huge price for lack of access to seaports – UN envoy

*
UN ecology project aims to fight poverty, generate income in three countries  

* * * *

Liberia

27 June – Expressing “grave concern” over the situation in Liberia, the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), Ruud Lubbers, again today called for an immediate end to hostilities and for deployment of an international peacekeeping force to fill the current security vacuum in the war-ravaged nation. 

A statement issued by a UN spokesman in Geneva said the High Commissioner expressed concern for “the suffering hundreds of thousands of innocent Liberians,” as the fighting has now spread to at least 11 of the country’s 15 counties. “Awash with weapons, the law of the gun prevails and innocent civilians are the victims,” the statement said.

During a visit last month to Liberia and four other West African countries, the High Commissioner urged the warring parties to cooperate with the International Contact Group’s efforts toward a ceasefire and called for the deployment of an international force to keep the peace. “He also called on Liberian President Charles Taylor to step down, noting that Liberia had for years been at the epicentre of the region’s displacement problems,” spokesman Ron Redmond said.

“The High Commissioner was stunned when several of Monrovia’s remaining humanitarian workers – not the sort of people who normally favour military intervention – told him they favoured deployment of peacekeepers to Liberia,” said Mr. Redmond, adding that they saw no other way to stop the killing and the misery. 

A month later – even though there have been increasing calls for such a force – there is still no firm sign of any deployment. Mr. Redmond said the High Commissioner believes that whether the force is in the form of an expanded mandate of the UN’s mission in neighbouring Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL), under the leadership of a Security Council Member State, or through some other arrangement, something needed to be done to stop the killing and end the suffering of Liberia’s people.

Every country the High Commissioner visited – including Côte d’Ivoire, Ghana, Sierra Leone and Guinea – has felt the effects of Liberia’s long and dangerous disintegration. Of the more than half a million refugees scattered across the region, some 300,000 are from Liberia. And more are leaving every day in a desperate search for survival and safety. 

* * *

DR of Congo

27 June – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan has sent a letter to the Security Council underlining the importance of the deployment of a brigade-sized UN contingent in the northeastern Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) to ensure that the precarious situation in the region does not deteriorate further.

The Secretary-General’s letter, released today, refers to his 27 May special report on the situation in the conflict-plagued DRC, in which he had recommended that the Council extend the mandate of the UN Organization Mission (MONUC) for a full year – until June 2004 – and that its military strength be boosted to nearly 11,000 troops. He also recommended that the possibility of imposing an arms embargo be considered in war-ravaged Ituri district as well as the Kivus.

Yesterday, taking note of the Secretary-General’s recommendations and expressing “deep concern” over the continuation of hostilities in the eastern part of the DRC, the Council unanimously extended MONUC for another month, until 30 July. The 15-nation body followed that decision with a Presidential statement forcefully condemning the violence and calling on the parties in the area to fully commit to the political process and to “completely and decisively” renounce the military path.

But the Secretary-General’s special report stresses that the magnitude of the challenges in the DRC should not to be underestimated, and he writes: “The country is still divided…the population is traumatized by years of conflict, the country is poverty stricken and State services and infrastructure are non-existent.” Other challenges stand in the way of transition, chiefly the brutal conflicts in the Kivus and in Ituri, where a “humanitarian catastrophe threatens to derail the overall peace process.” MONUC, he continues, is well, if not uniquely placed to play a central role in assisting the parties through the transition period.
In his letter to the Council, the Secretary-General notes that while the deployment in Bunia of a multinational force has had a “stabilizing effect,” it is also clear that the temporary calm is a tenuous one. Heavy fighting in other parts of Ituri and in the Kivus was continuing and there were now fears that the escalating hostilities may spark an influx of internally displaced people into Bunia seeking safe haven.

“The situation, in other words, may deteriorate seriously, especially if there is no continuum of appropriate security in Ituri,” Mr. Annan writes, stressing that it will therefore be imperative to do anything possible to avoid the creation of a security vacuum in Bunia after the expected withdrawal of the emergency force on 1 September.

The letter also reminds the members of the Council that the deployment of the emergency force is only a “stopgap measure” and urges them to understand that extending the mandate of the force “is neither an option nor a solution.”

In this light, the Secretary-General says, “it would be crucial for the international community to demonstrate solidarity with the plight of the Congolese people” by considering favourably the proposed increase in the capacity of the UN Mission to perform the tasks in Ituri.

* * *

Sierra Leone

27 June – The extended presence of the United Nations Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL) has assured a stable environment and enabled steady progress in national reconstruction efforts, but sustained peace in the country is “inconceivable” without peace in neighbouring States, Secretary-General Kofi Annan warns in a new report.

Mr. Annan’s report to the Security Council covers the prevailing situation in Sierra Leone and the progress made in downsizing UNAMSIL, whose mandate was extended in March due to the continuing fragile security situation in the country.

“Tangible progress has been made in the efforts to consolidate peace, including the reintegration of some 48,000 out of the 57,000 disarmed ex-combatants, the completion of the resettlement of internally displaced persons and the acceleration of the repatriation and resettlement of Sierra Leonean refugees,” Mr. Annan states.

He says the conflict in Liberia and the new dimension added to the instability in the subregion by the conflict in Côte d’Ivoire remained of serious concern.

“It is inconceivable to contemplate sustained peace in Sierra Leone in an unstable neighbourhood,” Mr. Annan states. “The international community must, therefore, provide the necessary support for the ongoing peace negotiations on Liberia and the implementation of the Linas-Marcoussis Agreement in Côte d’Ivoire, which promise to pave the way for the return of stability to the subregion.”

He adds that, “in the long term, the destabilizing impact of the circulation of ‘freelance’ fighters and small arms among the countries of the West Africa subregion underlines the need for an effective, concerted approach by Governments and all stakeholders towards promoting peace and development in the subregion.”

In analyzing future options in the UNAMSIL drawdown process, Mr. Annan notes that delayed withdrawal would be desirable only in the event that either the internal security situation or the conflict in Liberia deteriorates to a level that would require a prolonged presence of the UN Mission to protect the Sierra Leone Government and the territorial integrity of the country.

* * *

Iraq

27 June – Continuing his efforts to meet with and listen to the full range of Iraqi political, religious, intellectual and civil leaders, United Nations envoy Sergio Vieira de Mello is scheduled to go to the Islamic holy city of Najaf tomorrow to meet with Muslim Shi’ite religious leaders.

Mr. Vieira de Mello, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative, is expected to meet with Ayatollah Ali Muhammad al-Sistani, Imam Muqtada Al-Sadr, leader of the Sadriyun Movement, and Imam Mohammed Baqer Al-Hakim, leader of the Supreme Council for the Islamic Revolution in Iraq (SCIRI).

This will be his third trip to the provinces outside Baghdad and he will continue to meet with the broadest possible range of representatives of Iraqi society in order to assist them and the United States-run Coalition Provisional Authority (CPA) in their efforts to create a representative, democratic administration as soon as possible.

On Monday, the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights and the Special Representative’s office are organizing a meeting of experts in Baghdad on transitional justice to bring Iraqi jurists and international experts together with the CPA to ensure that those responsible for past crimes in Iraq are brought to justice.

Participants in the meeting, which Mr. Vieira de Mello will open, include experts from the American University in Washington, the International Committee for the Red Cross, Amnesty International, Physicians for Human Rights, the War Torn Society and a forensic team from the UN mission in Kosovo.

The meeting will provide the forum in which Iraqi human rights experts can share their experiences, express their aspirations and learn about experiences and approaches that others have adopted to deal with past human rights violations.

* * *

Iraq: cultural heritage

27 June – Following up on reports of looting in Iraqi museums and archaeological sites, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) announced today that it was sending a second expert team to Baghdad tomorrow to take stock of the situation regarding the country’s heritage.

A first mission visited Baghdad from 15 to 20 May after reports of massive looting at Baghdad’s museum and focused on questions related to the theft of cultural objects, the preparation of an inventory for the museum and the fine-tuning of an action plan aimed at restoring the principal cultural institutions of the city. It found that the looting had been less extensive than first thought. 

The new mission, scheduled to last a week, has been organized in close cooperation with the United States Coalition Provisional Authority (CPA) and has received the personal support of Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative for Iraq, Sergio Vieira de Mello.

Led by Mounir Bouchenaki, Assistant Director-General of UNESCO for Culture, it will include eight internationally renowned experts from Denmark, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, and the Netherlands. These specialists in museums, archives, libraries, historical monuments and archaeological sites will split into two groups for maximum effectiveness.

The first group will concentrate on assessing the situation of museums, historic buildings, archives and libraries while the second is scheduled to visit archaeological sites to the north and south of Baghdad.

* * * 

Middle East

27 June – A senior United Nations envoy, Terje Roed-Larsen, arrived today in Beirut for the start of a regional tour that follows-up on Sunday’s meeting of the diplomatic Quartet in Jordan, stressing again the importance of including Syria and Lebanon in the Middle East peace process.

Mr. Roed-Larsen, the UN Special Co-ordinator, held separate meetings with Lebanese President Emile Lahoud, Speaker of the Parliament Nabih Berri, Prime Minister Rafik Hariri and Foreign Minister Jean Obeid.

Afterwards, he reiterated Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s statement on behalf of the Quartet – the UN, European Union, Russian Federation and United States – concerning the importance of including Syria and Lebanon in the current process, which is essential for the Road Map’s goal of building a comprehensive peace in the Middle East.

Following their meeting Sunday on the shores of the Dead Sea in Jordan, the Quartet members issued a statement hailing positive developments in the peace process and urging further efforts by both Israel and the Palestinian authorities to consolidate the gains achieved so far.

The Quartet also hailed the appointment of Palestinian Prime Minister Mahmoud Abbas and the “strong start he and his Government have made in difficult circumstances,” as well as the acceptance by both sides of the Road Map which envisages, in 2005, two States – Israel and Palestine – living side by side in peace and security.

Today, Mr. Roed-Larsen also noted his satisfaction with the current calm along the so-called Blue Line in southern Lebanon while emphasizing that the Lebanese army needs to further deploy forces in the south. He expressed concern about the recent increase in Israeli overflights of Lebanese territory.

* * *

Secretary-General

27 June – Kicking off his visit to the United Nations complex in Geneva today, Secretary-General Kofi Annan held a series of meetings with various UN officials, advisers and personnel.

The Secretary-General started his day by seeing his Special Adviser on Sport for Development and Peace, Adolf Ogi, according to a UN spokesman in New York.

Afterwards, Mr. Annan met with representatives of the local UN Staff Council, and also addressed the UN staff, focusing mainly on the difficulties that the United Nations has faced in recent months following the Iraq conflict. Despite the problems the United Nations has had to deal with before and after the Iraq war, he encouraged staff members to continue to fulfil their duties as best they can.

The Secretary-General hosted a luncheon for the various UN agency heads in Geneva, and discussed with them a wide range of topics, including Liberia, the Middle East, Iraq and UN reform.

He then met with two of the agency heads – G.O.P. Obasi, who will leave his post as Secretary-General of the World Meteorological Organization later this year, and High Commissioner for Refugees Ruud Lubbers.

On Monday, the Secretary-General is scheduled to address the high-level segment of the Economic and Social Council’s annual session, which will meet to discuss rural development.

* * *

West Africa

27 June – A United Nations Security Council delegation arrived in Guinea-Bissau today on the first stop of a planned seven-country mission to West Africa to explore opportunities for regional peace and stability.

Among the delegation’s appointments today was a meeting with President Kumba Yala. Ambassador Adolfo Aguilar Zinser of Mexico is leading the first leg of the mission, standing in for Ambassador Jeremy Greenstock of the United Kingdom, who is expected to join the delegation over the weekend. 

The Council mission is also expected to visit Nigeria, Ghana, Côte d’Ivoire, Guinea, Liberia and Sierra Leone. Council members will examine country-specific issues and developments at each stop. They will also aim to encourage more cooperation among the countries of the sub-region and to assess progress towards Council objectives on the protection of civilians and children affected by armed conflict.

* * *

Al-Qaida

27 June – The United Nations Security Council committee monitoring sanctions imposed against Usama bin Laden and his associates has added 17 individuals to the Al-Qaida section of its consolidated list of persons and entities subject to the measures, including the former President of Chechnya, Selimkhan Ahmedovic Yandarbiev.

Others added to the list on Wednesday include Youssef Abdaoui, Mohamed Amine Akli, Mehrez Amdouni, Chiheb Ben Mohamed Ayari, Mondher Baazaoui (alias Hamza), Lionel Dumont, Moussa Ben Amor Essaadi and Rachid Fettar.

The updated list also includes Brahim Ben Hedili Hamami, Khalil Jarraya, Mounir Ben Habib Jarraya, Faouzi Jendoubi, Fethi Ben Rebai Mnasri, Najib Ouaz, Ahmed Hosni Rarrbo and Nedal Saleh.

The UN sanctions require States to freeze financial resources, including funds derived or generated by any undertaking owned or controlled by the Taliban, and to ensure that they are not used by the group.

Countries are also obliged to freeze funds and other financial assets of Usama bin Laden and his associates in the Al-Qaida organization, and to prevent their entry or transit through the State’s territory. In addition, nations must prevent the supply, sale and transfer of all arms and materiel – along with any form of military training – to the named individuals and entities.

The list is updated regularly, on the basis of relevant information provided by Member States and regional organizations.

* * *

Food safety

27 June – Experts convened by two United Nations agencies today announced agreement on recommendations regarding safe intake levels for a variety of different chemicals occurring in food, including the most toxic forms of mercury.

Forty-eight scientists from 17 countries participated in the 61st meeting of the Joint Expert Committee for Food Additives and Contaminants (JECFA) held from 10 to19 June in Rome, Italy. The experts re-evaluated previous JECFA risk assessments for cadmium and methylmercury, largely unavoidable food contaminants.

Established by the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and the World Health Organization (WHO) in 1956, the Committee meets regularly to provide safety and risk assessment advice to countries and to the Codex Alimentarius Commission, which recommends international standards for food safety and quality, as well as codes of practice and guidelines. 

 
In the case of cadmium, the Committee concluded that the new data did not provide a sufficient basis for changing the currently recommended Provisional Tolerable Weekly Intake (PTWI) of 7 micrograms per kilogramme of body weight. Stressing that kidney disease is a serious health concern associated with excessive cadmium intake, the Experts added that consumption at or below the currently established weekly intake would not increase the risk of the kidney problems.

The Committee did however recommended reducing the intake of methylmercury from 3.3 micrograms per kilogramme to 1.6 micrograms per kilogramme of body weight per week in order to sufficiently protect the developing foetus, which can be exposed through contaminated food eaten by the pregnant mother. 

Some fish species, such as swordfish and sharks, are the most significant source of methylmercury in food, the experts noted, stressing that when providing advice to consumers and setting limits for consumption, public health authorities should keep in mind that fish play a key role in meeting nutritional needs in many countries.

* * *

Food security

27 June – During his first official visit to Thailand, the chief of the United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) today called on Asian countries to support efforts to tackle hunger and poverty in the region and around the world.

Executive Director James Morris said Southeast Asia has the economic potential to produce the largest number of  “emerging donors” to the agency in its humanitarian efforts.

“We need the countries of this region to work with us in alleviating the crises in this region and the world,” Mr. Morris said in Bangkok, citing Thailand as a new donor to WFP. The Government donated 3,000 tons of rice in response to the Afghanistan emergency in 2001, and this year a private consortium mobilized 30 tons of rice for the Iraq emergency.

While in Bangkok, Morris is consulting with the WFP managers of 11 countries in Asia on ways to build on progress made so far. He is also scheduled to meet with Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra, Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn and other senior government officials to discuss the deepening collaboration between Thailand and WFP.

Mr. Morris noted that the strong economic potential of Asia is matched by the enormity of its problems, notably high malnutrition levels in some areas, spiralling rates of HIV/AIDS, and natural disasters that are taking on an increasing severity because of unusual combinations of drought and flood.

In August 2001, WFP moved its regional bureau from Rome to Bangkok to be in a better position to oversee emergency and development operations in Bangladesh, Bhutan, Cambodia, China, India, Indonesia, the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, Laos, Myanmar, Nepal and Sri Lanka.

Earlier this week, Mr. Morris was in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, where he visited two WFP-supported projects to help children. He also met with Prime Minister Hun Sen to discuss the agency’s work in the country and the crucial role played by the Government in improving the agricultural, educational and health sectors of the country.

* * * 

Cuba

27 June – The United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights’ personal representative for Cuba has appealed to President Fidel Castro to pardon 50 Cubans sentenced to long prison terms recently on charges of treason.

The representative, Christine Chanet, launched her appeal after the Cuban Supreme Court upheld the sentences earlier this week.

On 21 April the UN Commission on Human Rights adopted a resolution urging Cuba to allow a visit by Ms. Chanet, who is charged with investigating questions related to the exercise of civil liberties on the island.

Earlier that month, High Commissioner Sergio Vieira de Mello said he would request Cuba to provide detailed information on the trial process of the accused.

* * *

ICTY
27 June – The former President of the Republika Srpska in Bosnia, Biljana Plavsic, has been transferred to a Swedish prison to serve her 11-year prison term handed down by the United Nations International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia (ICTY). 

Mrs. Plavsic, 72, struck a plea agreement with the court last year, admitting to planning, instigating, aiding and abetting persecutions of the Muslim, Croat and other non-Serb populations in Bosnia and Herzegovina during the country’s civil war from 1992 to 1995. 

While stressing that Mrs. Plavsic participated in “a crime of the utmost gravity,” and that “misplaced leniency would not be fitting,” the court acknowledged that her guilty plea – together with remorse and reconciliation, voluntary surrender, post-conflict conduct and age – were substantial mitigating circumstances. Last February, she was sentenced to 11 years imprisonment on charges of persecution, a crime against humanity.

Prosecutors at The Hague-based court announced today that Ms. Plavsic is the first person to be transferred to Sweden to serve a sentence. She is the highest-ranking official from the former Yugoslavia to plead guilty to war crimes.

* * *

Persons with disabilities

27 June – A United Nations committee drawing up a treaty to protect the rights of 600 million people worldwide with disabilities hopes to have a draft convention ready within two years, its President said today.

The instrument presently being negotiated will create a “verifiable and enforceable” regime for the protection and promotion of the human rights of disabled persons, committee President Luis Gallegos of Ecuador told a news briefing.

The Ad Hoc Working Group Committee on a Comprehensive and Integral International Convention on Protection and Promotion of the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disability, established by the General Assembly in 2001, has been holding its second session at UN Headquarters in New York since 16 June.

Mr. Gallegos said the process constituted a major step in international efforts to legislate on behalf of the disabled community. Such a convention would also guide attitudes for generations to come.

It was an important step for the UN, which sought to be in the forefront of the evolution towards a holistic and integrated society that incorporated groups which, for different reasons, had been discriminated against, he declared. The disabled community had been participating actively in the talks, as they were the shareholders and “guiders” of the process.  As facilitator, he greatly admired their dedication to meet their community’s challenges.

The authors were trying to follow a regime of human rights protection and promotion, with the major subject being that of disability, no matter the reason for that disability, Mr. Gallegos said. The convention would seek to protect the individuals’ human rights.

 
The process was at a stage of “trying to vocalize” that the convention should deal with all types of disabilities – not necessarily the causes, but the consequences of being disabled, he added.  People who were disabled as a result of war or armed conflict, whose human rights were not respected, could use the convention as an enforceable right not to be discriminated against.  Mr. Gallegos said his goal was to have an instrument that responded to the needs of the disabled community, whatever the cause of their disability.

* * *

Humanitarian aid

27 June – The United Nations and the European Commission today launched new guidelines for the use of military assets in humanitarian emergencies, stressing the impartiality of relief operations and the main tasks and responsibilities required in disaster situations.

The “Guidelines On The Use Of Military And Civil Defence Assets To Support United Nations Humanitarian Activities In Complex Emergencies” (MCDA) were launched by Kenzo Oshima, UN Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator, and Poul Nielson, EU Commissioner for Development and Humanitarian Aid during a ceremony in Brussels aimed at seeking wide use of the document.

The guidelines are a non-binding, generic document that lays down the main principles, concepts, tasks and responsibilities of the players in a complex emergency, according to the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA).

Any use of military and civil defence assets should be clearly limited in time and scale and present an exit strategy element, the document says. Like all UN humanitarian assistance, they are to be provided at no cost to the affected State or receiving agency.

In addition, the guidelines state that any humanitarian operation using such assets must retain its civilian nature and character, and remain under civilian control and authority. Assistance must be provided in accordance with the basic humanitarian principles of humanity, impartiality and neutrality.

The guidelines are the result of nearly three years of deliberations between UN Member States, international and regional organizations, and agencies from both the humanitarian and the military communities. They are complementary to and build on those adopted by the international community in 1994 in Oslo for the use of military and civil defence assets in the context of natural, environmental and technological disasters.

* * *

Child mortality

27 June – With 10 million children dying each year from largely preventable illnesses, two United Nations agencies today called on the international community to put child survival “back on the agenda” and regain lost momentum by dramatically scaling up nutritional and preventive measures.

The World Health Organization (WHO) and the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) welcomed a paper in the British medical journal Lancet by a group of top scientists and policy makers, the Bellagio Child Survival Study Group, calling for renewed commitment to improve survival prospects and noting that 63 per cent of all child deaths could be prevented, with 98 per cent of those under the age of five occurring in developing countries.

“In the 1980s the child survival revolution greatly reduced child mortality but that movement has to be revitalized,” Tomris Türmen, Executive Director of Family and Community Health at WHO, said in a statement in Geneva.

“There is an urgent need to regain that momentum. More than 10 million children under five will die from easily preventable causes this year. Child survival must be put back on the agenda if there is to be any hope of achieving the Millennium Development Goal of reducing child mortality by two thirds by 2015,” Dr. Türmen added.

Noting past successes from better nutrition and the drastic reduction of preventable communicable diseases through immunization, integrated management of childhood illness and preventing mother-to-child transmission of HIV, WHO said: “All of these interventions have been shown to work but need to be dramatically scaled up.”

Such action would cost about $7.5 billion a year but “despite the urgent need to reduce the number of children dying, the amount of development assistance for child health has decreased dramatically,” it added.

For its part, UNICEF said that while great strides were made in the 1980s through investment in basic health systems, including strengthening health centres at local level, the primary challenge today was to move beyond the health centre and bring basic survival knowledge, skills and supplies into the home.

“The Lancet papers support our belief that the three actions that would most contribute to a decline in child mortality today are exclusive breastfeeding for the first six months and correct weaning practices, the use of bed nets to protect children from malaria-carrying mosquito bites, and the use of oral re-hydration salts to fight diarrhoea. All of these require knowledge, action, and resources in the individual home,” the agency added.

* * *

Landlocked countries

27 June – Landlocked countries pay a huge price for their isolation from seaports and the world market, often facing major obstacles in importing essential items and exporting their own goods, a United Nations envoy said today in New York.

Anwarul Chowdhury – the High Representative of the Least Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States – was speaking at UN Headquarters on the last day of a meeting held in preparation for the first global conference aimed at seeking solutions to the special problems of landlocked developing countries.

To be held in Almaty, Kazakhstan, from 28 to 29 August, the ministerial-level Conference of Landlocked and Transit Developing Countries and Donor Countries and International Financial and Development Institutions on Transit Transport Cooperation is expected to negotiate systemic improvements for countries without access to the sea through cooperation with transit nations – those situated between landlocked countries and the seas – donors and multilateral agencies.

The Preparatory Committee held its first session for five days in New York, reviewing the progress achieved, acting on the provisional rules of procedure for the Conference and adopting its report, which summarized the proceedings.

Mr. Chowdhury, who also serves as Secretary-General of the Conference, told reporters that without access to ocean ports, landlocked countries face major obstacles in importing essential items and exporting their own goods. Landlocked developing countries spent 14 to 16 per cent of export earnings on freight, shipment and insurance costs, more then double the price that other developing countries pay.

He hoped that once the Almaty programme of action had been adopted, landlocked countries, transit countries and donor countries would trilaterally come together to solve the issue of transit transport.

* * *

Deforestation

27 June – Seeking to combat land degradation, poverty and unemployment with a single blow, a United Nations body signed an agreement with Italy today for three reforestation pilot projects in Argentina, China and Mozambique, targeting job creation for youth while enhancing the environment.

The projects are being implemented in areas where they can address at the same time the issues of poverty, income generation, land degradation, storage of carbon dioxide and loss of biodiversity, the Secretariat of the UN Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) said in Bonn, Germany.

In northern Argentina, about 240 youth with varying degrees of education will be trained in 12 locations of the Santiago del Estero Province to develop reforestation and afforestation aimed at restoring degraded land and reducing the presence of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere.

Much of the province suffers from land degradation due to heavy agricultural use, overgrazing and clearing of natural forests. It is also one of the poorest and least developed areas in the country. Of the 800,000 inhabitants, 46.4 per cent are below age 19 and 71.5 per cent live below the poverty line. The planting of trees will not only help rehabilitate the environment, but create jobs and enhance the potential for non-wood forest products such as fruits for income-generation.

In Aohan County in Inner Mongolia, China, young people will plant 3,000 hectares of trees in the most severely degraded land of the county.

In Mozambique, which suffers from a decline in vegetation cover in sloped lands, resulting in increased water runoff, loss of soil fertility and damages downstream, a Youth Forest Pilot Project in Maputo province will establish forest plantations through nurseries and production of seedlings. Some 3,000 thousand hectares of trees will be planted in areas where there is high exploitation of forests because of charcoal production and forest fires, resulting in land degradation. 

The three projects are financed by the Italian Ministry for the Environment and Territory. The UN Development Programme (UNDP) will be the implementing agency. The University of La Tuscia in Viterbo, Italy, will provide capacity building and training activities to various stakeholders. Their duration is between three to five years.

* *** *
_________________________________________________________________________________________











27 June 2003

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Stephane Dujarric, Associate Deputy Spokesman for the Secretary-General.


Good Afternoon.  Sorry for the delay.  We’ve got quite a bit of items for you today.


**Guest at Noon


Our guest today will be Ambassador Luis Gallegos of Ecuador, President of the General Assembly’s Ad Hoc Committee on a Comprehensive and Integral International Convention on the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disability, and he will be joining me here as soon as I am done with my announcements.

**Liberia
On Liberia, the High Commissioner for Refugees Ruud Lubbers is gravely concerned over the situation in Liberia and is reiterating his call for an immediate end to hostilities and for deployment of an international peacekeeping force to fill the current security vacuum in the war–ravaged nation, according to his spokesman.

Tens of thousands of displaced people have converged on Monrovia, where remaining aid agency staff have struggled to provide assistance amid reports of shelling and gunfire within the city. 

According to UNHCR, of the more than half a million refugees scattered across the West Africa region, some 300,000 of them are from Liberia.  And more are leaving every day in a desperate search for survival and safety. 

Even before the latest fighting, nearly half of the country's 2.7 million people were displaced or in danger of displacement, threatening stability in neighbouring states such as still–fragile Sierra Leone, as well as Côte d'Ivoire.

UNHCR warns that the deteriorating situation in Liberia could again lead to a massive influx of refugees into Côte d'Ivoire, where some 27,000 Liberians have arrived in the past month alone.

According to UNHCR spokesman Ron Redmond, the High Commissioner believes that whether the forces in the form of an expanded UNAMSIL mandate from neighbouring Sierra Leone under the leadership of a UN Security Council Member State, or through some other arrangement, something needs to be done now to stop the killing and end the suffering of the Liberian people. 

Also on Liberia, Under-Secretary-General Olara Otunnu, the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed Conflict, expressed today his grave concern at the forced recruitment, abuse and targeting of children in the fighting between government and rebel forces in Liberia.

“I am very alarmed by the in-country and cross border use of child soldiers as well as the dire humanitarian conditions for Liberian refugees in neighbouring countries and increasing number of internally displaced people”, Otunnu said.  And we will have a press release available upstairs after the briefing.

 **Sierra Leone Report
The 18th report of the Secretary-General on the UN Mission in Sierra Leone is out as a Security Council document today.  While it notes the gradual and carefully calibrated approach to the drawdown of that mission is yielding desired benefits, the report makes a couple observations and recommendations regarding Liberia.

The Secretary-General notes that the impact of the conflict on neighbouring Liberia remains a source of serious concern.  In analyzing future options in the drawdown process, he notes that the delayed withdrawal of the UN mission would be desirable only in the event that either the internal security situation or the conflict in Liberia deteriorates to a level that would require a prolonged presence of the UN mission to protect the Sierra Leone Government and the territorial integrity of that country.

**Iraq –- Najaf Trip
On Iraq, the Office of the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Iraq, Sergio Vieira de Mello, confirmed today that he would be going to Najaf Saturday to meet with religious leaders at this holy city, in the context of his efforts to meet with and listen to all shades of Iraqi political, religious, intellectual and civil leaders.

Vieira de Mello is expected to meet Ayatollah Ali Muhammad al-Sistani in the morning.  And then in the afternoon he will meet Imam Muqtada Al-Sadr, leader of the Sadriyun Movement and later he will meet with Imam Mohammed Baqer Al-Hakim, leader of the Supreme Council for the Islamic Revolution in Iraq (SCIRI).  We have more information on that upstairs in the Spokesman’s office.

**Iraq -– Monday Meeting
Also related to Iraq, this coming Monday in Baghdad, Mr. Vieira de Mello’s office and the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights are organizing a meeting of experts on transitional justice. 

The aim of the meeting, which will be opened by Vieira de Mello, is to bring Iraqi jurists and international experts together with the participation of the Coalition Provisional Authority in Iraq, to discuss and identify practical means and policy options, as well as guiding principles, all in an effort to ensure justice for past crimes committed in Iraq.  

Participating will be Iraqi lawyers, both men and women.  Among the outside specialists we expect people from the American University in Washington, the International Committee for the Red Cross, Amnesty International, Physicians for Human Rights, the War Torn Society, as well as a forensic team from the UN mission in Kosovo. 

The meeting will provide the forum in which Iraqi human rights experts and jurists can share their experiences and express their aspirations to learn about approaches that others have adopted to deal with past human rights violations.  And we have more information available upstairs.

**Iraq Compensation Commission
Also on an Iraq note, yesterday afternoon in Geneva the Governing Council of the UN Compensation Commission ended its 48th session and approved awards of more than $2.2 billion for compensation.  We put out their press release late yesterday afternoon after the briefing, which also lays out the implication for the Commission of resolution 1483 (2003), which earmarks 5 per cent of Iraqi oil revenues for the Compensation Commission.

**DRC
Turning to the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), the Secretary-General has sent a letter to the Security Council underlining the importance of the deployment to Bunia and Ituri in the DRC of a brigade-size UN contingent, as outlined in his special report to the Council of 27 May.

He notes in the letter that while the deployment in Bunia under Chapter VII of the UN Charter of the multinational force has had a stabilizing effect, it is also clear that the temporary calm in Bunia is a tenuous one. 

He reminds the members of the Council that the deployment of the force is a temporary stopgap measure and the members would understand, that extending the mandate of the force “is neither an option nor a solution”.  In this light, the Secretary-General writes, “it would be crucial for the international community to demonstrate solidarity with the plight of the Congolese people” by considering favourably the proposed increase in the capacity of the UN Mission to perform the tasks needed in Ituri.  And we have the full text of that letter available upstairs.

**Larsen
Turning to the Middle East, Terje Roed-Larsen, the UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process, arrived today in Beirut at the beginning of a regional tour, following-up on the 22 June Quartet meetings in Amman. 

In Beirut he had separate meetings with President, Emile Lahoud, the Speaker of the Parliament Nabi Berri, Prime Minister Rafic Hariri and Lebanon’s Foreign Minister Jean Obeid.  He reiterated to them the Secretary-General’s statement in Jordan earlier this week concerning the importance of including Syria and Lebanon in the current process –- which is essential for the Road Map’s goal of building a comprehensive peace in the Middle East.  And we have more upstairs, including transcripts of his comments made to the press after his various bilateral meetings.

**SG in Geneva
The Secretary-General as you’re aware, is in Geneva today where he had a series of meetings including one with his Special Adviser on Sports for Development and Peace, Adolf Ogi.

After that, he met with representatives of the UN Staff Council in Geneva, and also addressed the UN staff in that city, focusing mainly on the difficulties that the UN has faced in recent months following the Iraq conflict.  Despite the problems the UN has had to deal with, he said, before and after the Iraq war, he encouraged staff members to continue fulfilling their duties.

The Secretary-General then hosted a luncheon for the various UN agency heads in Geneva, and discussed with them a wide range of topics, including Liberia, the Middle East, Iraq and UN reform.  Afterwards, he met with two of the agency heads:  Godwin Obasi, who will leave his post as Secretary-General of the World Meteorological Organization later this year; as well as a meeting with UN High Commissioner for Refugees Ruud Lubbers.

On Monday, the Secretary-General will address the High-Level Segment of the Economic and Social Council in Geneva, which will meet to discuss rural development.  He will tell them that the overriding task must be to stimulate economic growth, amid signs that the world economy still has to recover from its slowdown in 2001, but that, in the long term, combating poverty and achieving the Millennium Development Goals requires more work.  We have embargoed copies of that speech available upstairs.

**Security Council
No meetings of the Security Council or consultations today.  As you know, Russia's Presidency of the Council ends on Monday, 30 June. 

The Council’s mission to West Africa has now arrived in Guinea-Bissau and begun the first leg of its regional visit led by Ambassador Adolfo Aguilar Zinser.

Among the appointments today is a meeting with President Kumba Yala of Guinea-Bissau.  And we will have an update on the rest of their programme later today.

**Al Qaeda Sanctions
Out today as a press release is a list of 17 new names added to the Al Qaeda list by the Security Council Sanctions Committee on Al Qaeda chaired by Ambassador Heraldo Muñoz of Chile, who mentioned the list at a press conference yesterday.

And the Chairman of the Monitoring Group on Al Qaeda has asked us to issue the following clarification to you: 

“There has been considerable speculation in the Press concerning the work of the Monitoring Group with regard to possible links between the previous regime in Iraq and Al Qaeda.  The report submitted to the Monitoring Group of the 1267 Committee does not address this issue and the Monitoring Group has reached no conclusions concerning these matters. 

“Given the nature and intensity of the crisis surrounding Iraq during the reporting period, and attention being directed to such issues by the Security Council itself, an inquiry by the Monitoring Group into such issues was considered inappropriate. 

“The Monitoring Group notes that none of the individuals or entities placed under discussion in the Security Council debates on Iraq were referred to the Monitoring Group for further inquiry, or to the 1267 Committee for possible designation.”

Interjection by correspondent:  Excuse me, this is not what he said yesterday.

Associate Deputy Spokesman:  Well, it’s a clarification he has asked us to issue.  We’re reading it on his behalf.  You should contact him directly.  He speaks for the…

Correspondent:  The story was filed yesterday; we cannot re-file something based on…

Associate Deputy Spokesman:
I understand this.  He felt the need for this clarification, obviously based on press reports.

**WHO/FAO
A couple of press releases and we’ll get to the end of this briefing.

Today, FAO experts and WHO announced agreement on recommendations regarding safe intake levels for a variety of different chemicals occurring in food, including the most toxic forms of mercury.  And if you need more information on that, that’s also available upstairs.

**WFP
The Executive Director of the World Food Programme (WFP), James Morris, today in Bangkok, called on nations in Asia to give stronger support to the humanitarian assistance needed in the region and around the world.

Among the top priorities for WFP in South and South-East Asia are the high rates of child malnutrition, with more than two thirds of the underweight children in the world living in Asia, the food crises generated by frequent natural disasters and the rapidly increasing HIV/AIDS in Asia.  And we have a press release upstairs.

**Cuba
On Cuba, Christine Chanet, the personal representative of the High Commissioner for Human Rights dealing with Cuba, has appealed to President Fidel Castro to exercise his right to grant reprieves to 50 Cubans who face lengthy terms of imprisonment, following a ruling earlier this week by Cuba’s Supreme Court.  We have her statement available upstairs.

**ICTY
On the International Criminal Tribunal for Yugoslavia (ICTY), yesterday the former President of Republika Srpska in Bosnia, Biljana Plavsic, was transferred to a Swedish prison, to serve her 11-year prison term on persecution charges.  She is the first person found guilty in the ICTY to serve out her sentence in Sweden.  We have a press release available upstairs.

**Humanitarian/Military cooperation
Lastly, in Brussels today, Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator Kenzo Oshima and Poul Nielson, the EU Commissioner for Development and Humanitarian Aid, jointly launched a paper entitled “Guidelines On The Use Of Military And Civil Defence Assets To Support United Nations Humanitarian Activities In Complex Emergencies”.

The document lays down the main principles, concepts, tasks and responsibilities of the players in a complex emergency.  One of the points made is that non-UN military assets should be requested by humanitarian agencies only as a last resort, where there is no comparable civilian alternative and only the use of military assets can meet a critical humanitarian need. 

Any use of military and civil defence assets should be clearly limited in time and scale and present an exit strategy element.  Military personnel providing direct assistance should not be armed, the guidelines say.  

These guidelines are the result of nearly three years of deliberations between Member States, international and regional organizations, as well as agencies from both the humanitarian and the military communities.  And we have more information on that available upstairs.

**The Week Ahead at the United Nations
And today is also Friday, so we do our “Week Ahead” available for you upstairs.  Any questions?

Thank you

* *** *
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UNEP and the Executive Director in the news





� HYPERLINK  \l "told" ��Financial Times - FRONT PAGE - FIRST SECTION: NGOs told to be   more open to retain trust�


� HYPERLINK  \l "protection" ��BBC Monitoring -  China's Environmental Protection Measures At West-To-East Gas Pipeline Project�




















Reuters - Treaty regulating GMO trade to start in September
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