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China's economy on rise

      BYLINE: By Nikki Seymour, The Daily Universe

     SOURCE: Brigham Young U.

China, the expansive land of 1.3 billion people, is experiencing rapid economic growth, and Chinese officials

      are taking steps to sustain the prosperity. Meanwhile, the world wonders whether a modern and

      industrialized China is a threat or asset to other economies.

      With its new membership in the World Trade Organization and the goal of quadrupling its Gross Domestic

      Product by 2020, China's economy is modernizing and expanding.

      "China is the fastest growing country in the world," said Eric Hyer, assistant professor of political science.

      "They only made the decision to modernize their economy in 1978." 

      Scott Bradford, assistant professor of economics for Brigham Young University said that if China's reported  growth-rates are accurate, its economy will indeed quadruple in size within 20 years.

      "It's relatively easy to catch up to the level of the rich," said Bradford. "Once caught up, increasing

      productivity is not so easy to do."

      As a modernized economy, China is associated with the United States through imports and exports. Of all

      countries in the world, it has the biggest trade deficit with the U.S. -- a deficit of $ 100 billion.

      "The trade balance is currently in China's favor, but the Americans benefit from low prices," Hyer said.

      China's economy has been stimulated and challenged through trade within the global economy.

      "When you go into Beijing or Shanghai, there's no difference when compared with Hong Kong," said Hyer.

      "They have rapid transit, clothing stores, salons and restaurants -- anything you can imagine. You can get

      anything you want -- McDonald's, Dunkin Donuts or Starbucks."

      Though urban China appears modernized, the rural areas reveal a harsh contrast in circumstances.

      "To say third world is technically correct -- if you divide the total size of the economy by a billion people,"

      Hyer said. "If you go into the countryside, you will see incredible poverty. There is an enormous disparity

      between the wealthy east coast and the poor inland provinces."

      Since the late 1970s, Hyer has made several trips to China.

      "Overall, everyone in China is better off than they were a decade ago," he said.

      "For the past 20 years, China's economy has been growing at a tremendous rate ... with a 10 percent

      average increase every year," Hyer said. "It is almost unimaginable when you think about what it used to be  like out there. Before, China had a planned economy, and there was no service sector and no free

      enterprise."

      American companies are setting up in China, while China encourages foreigners to be partners with Chinese  companies.

      "A major reason for the strong growth is that they opened their economy to foreign trade and investment,"

      Bradford said.

      Though China has a wealth of natural and human resources that give it power, Hyer said that as China gains more economic strength, it doesn't mean they are more of a threat.

      "If their economy improves, it doesn't mean our economy declines," he said. "It is not a zero-sum game. The pie is an expandable pie. We can all win at this; everybody can benefit."

      As China's economy grows, the largest population in the world's standard of living will likewise rise.

      "Some believe that China, being as huge as it is, that there isn't enough room for China -- that they'll

      out-produce the rest of the world. At the same time, it is a growing world economy, an expanding pie."

      However, members of the United Nations raise questions about the environmental and economic

      consequences of a booming Chinese economy.

      "Quadrupling the GDP of a country of 1.3 billion, can you imagine what are the consequences if you go in the same structure as was done in the so-called developed countries?" said Klaus Toepfer, head of the U.N. Environmental Program.

      Hyer said China faces the challenge of continuing to develop in order to provide for an ever-growing

      population.

      Though the established developed nations have already modernized, they must make room for China to be a  top consumer as well.

      "As China develops its industry, naturally there will be a strain on the environment and all of us have to work  together to develop a more efficient and sustainable economy," Hyer said. "It is not a competition between  the U.S., China and others. What's necessary is cooperation to address these global environmental and  health issues. SARS was not only China's problem. Any kind of environmental problem is not a certain state's  problem because we all share a globalized environment."

_________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC Monitoring International Reports 

July 31, 2003 

SOUTH AFRICAN PRESIDENT TO HOST KENYAN COUNTERPART FROM 4-6 AUGUST 

      South Africa President Thabo Mbeki will host his Kenyan counterpart, President Mwai Kibaki, in South Africa  from Monday, 4 August to Wednesday 6 August 2003. 

      Kenya has made great strides in working to achieve the aims of Nepad (New Partnership for Africa's

      Development) following the first democratic elections held in 2002. (Passage omitted: New Kenyan

      government's objectives) 

      Both presidents will meet for bilateral consultations on Tuesday 5 August 2003 during which time discussions are expected to focus on: 

      a. Cooperation on the African continent following the second summit of the African Union (AU) within the

      context of the implementation of Nepad as the continental programme for political and economic recovery.

      b. The consolidation of trade relations between both countries in the context of sound bilateral relations. In

      this regard, Kenya is South Africa's largest trading partner on the continent outside the SADC (Southern

      Africa Development Community) region. South Africa exports to Kenya for the period January to December 2002 reached the amount of (R000) 2,318,347 (as received), while Kenyan exports to the South Africa   totalled (R000) 110,136 (as received). Apart from its significant economic importance in the region, Kenya  also offers opportunities for our small and medium enterprises. 

      c. Greater cooperation in the health sector. 

      d. The proposed Joint Commission for Cooperation, JCC, as a mechanism under which to consolidate relations  between both countries. 

      e. Peace processes and conflict resolution on the continent with particular reference to the situations in

      Somalia and Sudan. 

      f. Cooperation in the fight against global terrorism. 

      This is a significant visit because Kenya is considered the powerhouse of the East Africa region. The

      country's strategic location, its relatively developed infrastructure, the economic status vis-a-vis other

      countries in the region, and the presence of the United Nations Environmental Programme, UNEP, and

      Habitat, make Kenya an important focal point for global role-players. Nairobi is the hub of regional economic

      activity and Kenya is South Africa's largest trading partner on the continent outside SADC. (Passage

      omitted: Kenya's achievements in regional peacekeeping initiatives) 

      President Kibaki will be accompanied by Hon Stephen Musyoka, Minister of Foreign Affairs; Hon Mukhisa Kituyi, Minister of Trade and Industry; Hon Anyang' Nyong'o Minister of Planning and National Development;   Hon Chris Murungaru, Minister of Internal Security; Hon Martha Karua, Minister of Water Resource  Management and Ambassador Peter ole Nkuraiya, Permanent Secretary, Foreign Affairs. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

FrontPageMagazine.com

Rachel Carson's Ecological Genocide

By Lisa Makson

| July 31, 2003

A pandemic is slaughtering millions, mostly children and pregnant women -- one child every 15 seconds; 3 million people annually; and over 100 million people since 1972 --but there are no protestors clogging the streets or media stories about this tragedy. These deaths can be laid at the doorstep of author Rachel's Carson. Her1962 bestselling book Silent Spring detailed the alleged "dangers" of the pesticide DDT, which had practically eliminated malaria. Within ten years, the environmentalist movement had convinced the powers that be to outlaw DDT. Denied the use of this cheap, safe and effective pesticide, millions of people -- mostly poor Africans -- have died due to the environmentalist dogma propounded by Carson's book. Her coterie of admirers at the U.N. and environmental groups such as Greenpeace, the Sierra Club, the World Wildlife Fund and the Environmental Defense Fund have managed to bring malaria and typhus back to sub-Saharan Africa with a vengeance.

"This is like loading up seven Boeing 747 airliners each day, then deliberately crashing them into Mt. Kilimanjaro," said Dr. Wenceslaus Kilama, Malaria Foundation International Chairman.

"[M]ost politicians today are more concerned about getting re-elected rather than doing what is right. [M]any of them have very poor scientific backgrounds and do not understand the impact of the policy decisions they are making . [and] are not able to teach their constituents that there will  be severe consequences to their decisions," said former Surgeon General and retired U.S. Navy Vice Admiral Dr. Harold M.

Koenig.

"These poor public policies [i.e. prohibiting use of DDT] are being implemented because it is easier for politicians to go along with the noise coming from the hysterics rather than to learn the whole story and educate the general electorate that there are ways agents like DDT can be used  safely," said Koenig, who is currently president of the Annapolis Center, a nonprofit educational organization that "promotes

responsible environmental, health, and safety decision-making by applying a science foundation" to the public policy process.

Although DDT "provides the most effective, cheapest, and safest means of abating and eradicating" infectious diseases, all changed with the 1962 publication of Carson's tome Silent Spring. And just as the world's leading scientists predicted 30 years ago, Carson's crusade against DDT has  caused the world's deadliest infectious diseases such as typhus and malaria, which "may have killed half of all the people that ever lived" according to the World Health Organization, to make a deadly comeback that will soon threaten the United States and Europe again.

"The resurgence of a disease that was almost eradicated 30 years ago is a case study in the danger of putting concern for nature above concern for people," said Nizam Ahmad, an analyst from Bangladesh that focuses on problems affecting developing countries.

"It's worse than it was 50 years ago," said University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill malaria expert Dr. Robert Desowitz said.

According to the WHO, "more people are now infected [with malaria] than at any point in history," with "up to half a billion cases [being reported] every year." The National Institute of Health reports that "infectious diseases remain the leading cause of death" in the world and is "the third leading cause of death in the United States." WHO estimates put the number of people in Africa dying from malaria annually is equal to the number of AIDS' deaths over the last 15 years combined!

"Carson and those who joined her in the crusade against DDT have contributed to millions of preventable deaths. Used responsibly, DDT can be quite safe for man and the environment," Koenig said, summing up what many infectious disease experts believe.

The discovery of DDT by scientist Paul Herman Muller, who was awarded the Nobel Prize in 1948, was originally hailed as a major public health success because DDT kills mosquitoes, lice and fleas, which are carriers for more than 20 serious infectious diseases like the bubonic plague, typhus, yellow fever, encephalitis and malaria.

"To only a few chemicals does man owe as great a debt as to DDT. It is estimated that, in little more than two decades DDT has prevented 500 million human deaths, due to malaria, that would otherwise have been inevitable," a statement from the National Academy of Sciences said. Before DDT, infectious diseases spread like wildfire, leaving millions dead in their wake.During World War I, typhus epidemics killed 3 million Russians and millions elsewhere in European. But during World War II, before it was blacklisted by Carson and her crew, DDT saved millions of Allied troops from becoming ill and/or dying from infectious diseases such as malaria, typhus and the plague. Plus, DDT also saved the lives of recently liberated Nazi concentration camp survivors by killing off typhus-causing lice.

Other reasons for DDT being hailed as a modern day miracle are legion. For starters, it is extremely cheap to produce, costing $1.44 to spray one house for a whole year. Alternative pesticides being pushed by the U.N. and environmentalists are 10 to 20 times more expensive.

"DDT is the best insecticide we have today for controlling malaria," said malaria expert Dr. Donald Roberts of the Uniformed Services University of the Health Sciences in Bethesda, Md. "DDT is long-acting, the alternatives are not. DDT is cheap, the alternatives are not. End of story."

Another reason DDT is such a blessing is that it enables developing countries to make significant economic progress, thanks to plunging infectious disease rates. According to the U.S. Center for Disease Control, "The unparalleled benefits stemming from [public health] programs [in developing countries] are due almost entirely to the use of DDT. DDT provides the only safe, economically feasible eradication measure available today [that helps to promote economic development."  

The nation of India provides an illustrative example. Before the World Health Organization began its worldwide malaria eradication program in the 1940s, India had more than 100 million cases of malaria and 2.5 million deaths annually; produced less than 25 million tons of wheat per year; was host to widespread starvation; and spent 60 percent of its GDP on malaria control. But by the '60s, India's malaria cases dropped to fewer than 100,000 reported cases, with less than 1,000 deaths.

Thanks to this stability, India produced more than 100 million tons of wheat annually.

But most importantly, DDT is also not hazardous to humans or the environment -- despite all the propaganda to the contrary. According to tests conducted by Dr. Philip Butler, director of the Fish and Wildlife Service's Sabine Island Research Laboratory, "92 percent of DDT and its metabolites disappear" from the environment after 38 days. (See Environmental Protection Agency's DDT hearings transcript, page 3,726.)  Plus, humans have nothing to worry about small exposures to DDT.

"DDT is so safe that no symptoms have been observed among the 130,000 spraymen or the 535 million inhabitants of sprayed houses [over the past 29 years of its existence]. No toxicity was observed in the wildlife of the countries participating in the malaria campaign," said the WHO director in 1969. "Therefore WHO has no grounds to abandon this chemical which has saved millions of lives, the discontinuation of which would result in thousands of human deaths and millions of illnesses. It has

served at least 2 billion people in the world without costing a single human life by poisoning from DDT. The discontinuation of the use of DDT would be a disaster to world health."

The only reason millions of lives are being lost to infectious disease is because of Carson's crusade against DDT in her 1962 doomsday book "Silent Spring." Carson predicted that pesticides -- namely DDT -- would cause "practically 100 percent" of the human population would be wiped out from a cancer epidemic after one more generation. This would come about because a race of super-insects, impervious to pesticides, would come about threatening U.S. farms. Desperate farmers then would

triple the amount of pesticides they were using so they could stop the super-bugs from destroying their crops. As a result, DDT would eventually work its way up the food chain, killing off first the bugs, then the worms, then the birds (hence her title), the fish and finally mankind.

Although this sounds pretty scary, all of this was mere speculation on Carson's part, based upon erroneous analysis of data (junk science). For example, Carson argued that the rise in cancer rates from 1940-1960 was proof that DDT was the cause because spraying began in 1940 and continued. However, if Carson would have looked at Center for Disease Control data from the 1900-1960, she would have noticed that her theory was way off the mark because cancer rates started to skyrocket in direct correlation to a surge of tobacco use.

"Sure more people are dying now of cancer than did in the past, because they are no longer dying of other causes at earlier ages, especially infectious diseases. The longer people live, the greater chances they have of dying of cancer," Koenig said. "We know of some things that have greater association with cancers.  These include the use of tobacco in any form, excessive sun 

exposure, obesity, stress and lack of exercise. There are a few chemicals that are suspected to be carcinogenic. As far as I know there is no known association between DDT or any other insecticide and cancer. To categorize Carson's work as research is a big stretch. It was really just hysterical speculation."

Despite the constant banshee call of environmentalists that DDT causes cancer -- their main reason for justifying a worldwide DDT ban -- there is no scientific data to back that up.

"The scientific literature does not contain even one peer-reviewed, independently replicated study linking DDT exposures to any adverse health outcome [in humans]," said Dr. Amir Attaran, who is with Harvard University's Center for International Development and is a former WHO expert on malaria who used to support the environmentalists' call for using alternatives to DDT. Attaran changed sides on the DDT debate after he witnessed what happened when South Africa. After intense U.N. and environmentalist pressure, South Africa stopped using DDT and switched to  the U.N. Environmental Program's alternative pesticides as a way to control malaria. But the mosquitoes quickly developed resistance to the new pesticides and malaria rates increased 1,000 percent. And despite UN threats to cut off funding for South Africa's public health programs, the nation started DDT again because its politicians could not stand idly by and allow millions of its citizens to become sickened and/or die from malaria. "They really tried to phase this stuff out, and had the budget toafford the alternatives," Attaran said. "[But if] South Africa can't get by without DDT, it's pretty much as if to say that nobody can."

In addition to Carson's unfounded cancer claims, Silent Spring is also chock full of other "untruthful and misleading" statements that have absolutely no grounding in scientific reality whatsoever, said San Jose State University entomologist Dr. J. Gordon Edwards. Edwards is an environmentalist "with a desire to keep truth in science and environmentalism." He has even has a book published by the Sierra Club.

Edwards at first supported Carson but quickly changed his mind once he began checking her sources. What he discovered was not only did Carson rely upon "very unscientific sources," but she cited many of the same sources over and over again in order to make her book appear incontrovertible. Even more startling is that Edwards "found" many of Carson's statements based upon sound, scientific sources were actually -- his word -- "false."

"They did not support her contentions about the harm caused by pesticides," Edwards said. "She was really playing loose with the facts, deliberately wording many sentences in such a way as to make them imply certain things without actually saying them, carefully omitting everything that failed to support her thesis that pesticides were bad, that industry was bad, and that any scientists who did not support her views were bad. It slowly dawned on me that Rachel Carson was not interested in the truth about those topics, and that I really was being duped, along with millions of other Americans."

For example, Carson wrote that the Audubon Society's annual bird census from 1940-1961 showed widespread declines in the bird population so since this was the same time period that DDT spraying began, DDT was to blame. However, Edwards noted that the Audubon census figures actually show the inverse -- bird populations were increasing! In fact, some birds were benefiting so much from DDT, such as the blackbird and redwings, that they had become "pests."

"The phenomena of increasing bird populations during the DDT years may be due, in part, to (1) fewer blood-sucking insects and reduced spread of avian diseases (avian malaria, rickettsial-pox, avian bronchitis, Newcastle disease, encephalitis, etc); (2) more seed and fruits available for birds to eat after plant-eating insects were decimated [by DDT]; and (3) Ingestion of DDT

triggers hepatic enzymes that detoxify carcinogens such as aflatoxin," stated a May 1967 Virginia Department of Agriculture Bulletin.

Yet, despite Carson's research inconsistencies and dearth of solid scientific evidence, DDT was eventually banned in the U.S. This is due to the work of U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Administrator William Ruckelshaus, an attorney with ties to the Environmental Defense Fund. Ruckelshaus ordered a hearing on a possible ban of DDT after EDF, which was started and financed by Audubon, and Audubon launched a lawsuit against the U. S. Department of Agriculture and the newly created EPA because of DDT.

After seven months of hearings, which produced 9,362 pages of testimony by 125 witnesses, EPA Judge Edmund Sweeney ruled against EDF, Audubon and the Carson coterie, saying that according to the evidence, "DDT is not a carcinogenic hazard to man...is not a mutagenic or teratogenic hazard to man...[and the] use of DDT under the regulations involved here do not have a deleterious effect on freshwater fish, estuarine organisms, wild birds or other wildlife." But Ruckelshaus quickly overruled

Sweeney and banned DDT on Jan. 1, 1972. His decision had nothing to do with science or concern for the American people -- Ruckelshaus never attended a day of the hearings and admitted that he never read the transcripts. Instead, it was due to Ruckelshaus' ties to EDF and environmentalists.

"The ultimate judgment [on DDT] remains political," Ruckelshaus wrote to American Farm Bureau Federation President Allan Grant on April 26, 1979. "Decisions by the government involving the use of toxic substances are political with a small 'p.' In the case of pesticides in our country, the power to make this judgment has been delegated to the administrator of the  Environmental Protection Agency."

Although the ban was appealed, Ruckelshaus' ban on DDT remained intact because Ruckelshaus stacked the deck in the environmentalists' favor -- he appointed himself as the appeal judge. After the appeal was foiled, Ruckelshaus began soliciting donations on behalf of EDF on his personal  stationery, writing: "EDF's scientists blew the whistle on DDT by showing it to be a cancer hazard, and three years later, when the dust had cleared, EDF had won." Scientists decried the decision.

"The news that the Environmental Protection Agency of the U.S.A. has now imposed almost a total ban on the use of DDT may be welcomed by partisans of the antipollution movement, but will cause concern to well-informed public health workers, since it increases the difficulty of controlling several tropical arthropod-borne diseases," said Dr. L. J. Bruce-Chwatt in the British medical journal, The Lancet. "The rich countries, preoccupied with their own environmental problems and degenerative illnesses related to affluence should be reminded of the fact that the old plagues have not been banished from the world and that any apparently beneficial move may have an unexpected rebound effect and jeopardize the health gains achieved elsewhere over the years."

Thirty years later, Ruckelshaus' legacy is alive and well. The Green lobby, lead by the WWF and Greenpeace, refuse to stop Carson's crusade against DDT until DDT is banned worldwide. They almost succeeded in 1999 when Germany, which held the European Union presidency, threw its weight behind the issue and began lobbying the UN Environmental Program. Although the resulting Persistent Organic Pollutants treaty never passed, in the meantime, environmentalists and UN politicians from the West are determined to do what they can to stop DDT use.

For example, Mexico, which was one of the few remaining producers of DDT in the world, was forced by the Clinton Administration to stop producing DDT if it wanted the North American Free Trade Agreement to pass. The U.S. State Department's Agency for International Development, under intense pressure from environmentalists, even changed its funding priorities in developing nations, noting that DDT funding would no longer be supported (but birth control would).

The reason for this shift away from DDT towards an emphasis on population control reveals the Malthusian philosophy behind the anti-DDT movement.

"[Any known alternative to DDT] only kills farm workers, and most of them are Mexicans and Negroes. So what? People are the cause of all the problems. We have too many of them. We need to get rid of some of them and this is as good a way as any," said Dr. Charles Wurster, chairman of the Environmental Defense Fund's Scientific Advisory Council and a key promoter of the DDT ban. 

Another anti-DDT Malthusian is Sierra Club director Michael McCloskey, who said that the "Sierra Club wants a ban on pesticides, even in countries where DDT has kept malaria under control...[because by] using DDT, we reduce mortality rates in underdeveloped countries without the consideration of how to support the increase in populations."

This rationale of the anti-DDT crusaders is much like Carson's Silent Spring -- it is based on nothing more than a pack of unscientific hypothesizing. Much like Silent Spring, Thomas Robert Malthus' Principles of Population paints a horrific doomsday scenario: a worldwide "population explosion" will occur, but man's food production cannot keep pace, so millions will die from starvation. But just like Carson, Malthus only used data that supported his argument, citing  birthrates from affluent areas where population was growing, while ignoring birthrates (and death rates) in all areas. And just as with Silent

Spring,"environmentalists bandy about Malthus' notions even though he made these predictions before the Industrial Revolution and the widespread availability of contraception. It is interesting to note that despite the anti-DDT crowd's banshee-like cries of overpopulation, statistics -- yet again -- show that the opposite is true: deaths are outpacing births worldwide by a wide margin.

So much so that many countries in Europe are trying to encourage their citizens to have more children. For example in Spain, which has the lowest birthrate of all European nations, the government is even awarding families in rural communities highly valuable Serrano pigs; in Valencia, women are given a "fertility" reward of $3,000 just for having a second child.

Today's anti-DDT crusaders' actions, which have caused the deaths of millions, are portrayed as compassionate. "Unquestionably [the DDT ban] places an unfair burden on poor countries," Koenig said.  "In fact, this is just a modern day form of imperialism, the more developed and richer nations forcing the poor of the world to do their bidding just to survive."

It is impossible for developing countries to survive on their own without DDT because their populations, those who actually survive the deadly infectious diseases, never regain their full health.

"We have got to stop pressuring countries to stop using DDT," Roberts said. "It is immoral."

"Malaria perpetuates poverty by debilitating people. Unable to work, its victims cannot afford to feed themselves or their children. Sick and malnourished, they are prone to a vicious cycle of future infection and debilitation," said Dr. Roger Bate, author of When Politics Kills: Malaria and the DDT Story. "To break the cycle, to save lives, it is imperative that we have all the tools, including DDT, that work to help control malaria, protect health and ensure development."

Sujatin, a resident from the Irian Jaya province Indonesia, told Smithsonian Magazine what it is like to live with malaria. "Myhusband works as a logger in the jungles. He's gone for weeks at a time and he gets malaria. It is a terrible thing to have. Sweating. Very bad headaches. High, high fever. You vomit. You are so weak...when malaria comes every few days, you feel like you want to die," she said.

"Malaria keeps Africa down, and down is where the rest of the world wants us to be. If this was a disease of the West, it would be gone," Mamadou Kasse, medical editor of Senegal's largest newspaper, Le Soleil, told Atlantic Monthly's Ellen Ruppel Shell for her August 1997 article, "Resurgence of a Deadly Disease."

If Carson's crusaders are really concerned about saving lives and helping developing countries, then must allow DDT to be used without repercussions.

"Malaria kills a few million every year; each life lost is a potential Mandela, Shakespeare, or Edison, and nothing is less reversible than death, nor more tragic than the death of a child," Dr. Roger Bate said. "Hundreds of millions suffer chronic illness, which creates a painful economic burden and perpetuates poverty. This may not be the intention of those who are debating a DDT ban, but it surely will be the outcome."

If that is not enough to convince them, Carson's crusaders should realize that their actions against DDT might eventually  boomerang.

"[B]anning DDT worldwide is beyond ignorance, it is just plain stupid," Koenig said. "[Although m]alaria still is prevalent in thecountries in the equatorial regions . [it] is only a matter of time, a short time, before we see these diseases again in the regionsbetween the tropics and the poles."

Until that time comes, the malaria plague seems to be off the public radar. However, let there be no mistake: Rachel Carsonand the worldwide environmentalist movement are responsbile for perpetuating an ecological genocide that has claimed the lives of millions of young, poor, striving African men, women and children, killed by preventable diseases.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

The Daily Star (Bangladesh)

Containing land degradation and desertification
     Exploratory assessment of vulnerability and combat options

     K B Sajjadur Rasheed

     Land (or soil) degradation has been defined by the FAO as "a process which lowers the current and/or the potential capability of land (soil) to produce (quantitatively and/or qualitatively) goods or services". Land degradation is thus a process whereby land deteriorates

     in its potential biotic productivity. The critical elements that contribute to land degradation are (a) natural causes like erosion, salinity  and geologic processes; and (b) human intervention in the form of cropping, grazing and land abuse. In most instances, including Bangladesh, land degradation is the combined effect of both natural and anthropogenic forces. Human-induced degradation process

     may be viewed as the outcome of three interrelated actions. These are (a) physical/biological loss to soils due to improper land use  practices, (b) salinisation and soil contamination from unregulated irrigation and pesticide use, and (c) structural changes like soil compaction induced by waterlogging and soil profile perturbations.

     A major cause of land degradation in Bangladesh is overexploitation of biomass -- both from the cultivated field and the wooded areas. The consequence is accelerated water and wind erosion of the topsoil. Unsustainable clear felling of trees leads to decrease in soil moisture content and potential decline in soil fertility due to nutrient losses. Uncoordinated slash and burn cultivation in the  southeastern hills is another practice that causes land degradation through excessive runoff and accelerated soil erosion and mass  wasting. Degradation of land in several parts of Bangladesh, especially in the northwest, is largely the result of direct human intervention.

     The collective expression of numerous forms of land degradation in arid/semi-arid lands is desertification. It does not have any precise meaning, but generally connotes a land degradation process in which human actions (especially in arid, semi-arid and dry subhumid  environments) weaken the resilience of the agroecological system and reduce the biological potential of that system. In reality, desertification is the cumulative consequence of climatic variability in a fragile ecosystem and human activities beyond the threshold limit. And this is largely what is happening in the northwestern Bangladesh where rainfall is both variable and much lower than the national average; and human actions are exacerbating the decline in potential productivity.

     Desertificiation in the present world affects about one-sixth of the world's population. Our understanding of the dimensions of  desertification have been greatly enhanced by the 1977 UN Conference on Desertification (UNCOD), which followed the Sahelian (West Africa) drought of 1968-73. The UNCOD accepted the view that desertification is the diminution of the biological potentials of  land, and can ultimately lead to desert-like conditions. Interest in desertification gained further momentum during the 1992 Earth Summit at Rio with a plan to combat desertification and drought as part of Agenda 21 -- ultimately leading to the Convention to Combat Desertification. Bangladesh is a signatory to this convention.

     The term 'desertification' was first used by Aubreville in 1949 who described it "as the changing of productive land into a desert-like wasteland as a result of man-induced soil erosion". Since then many researchers have interchangeably used 'land degradation' and 'desertification' as synonymous phenomena in order to indicate progressive soil erosion and loss of vegetative cover as evidence of

     land degradation and processes leading to desert-like conditions. It is unfortunate that desertification has been given many different definitions and connotations by researchers and public agencies which have created confusion and ambiguity in interpretation. Of the various definitions, the one adopted by the 1992 Rio summit seems more precise than others. In fact, it is a modification of the 1990 definition (of desertification) by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). The Rio definition of desertification says that it is  "land degradation in arid, semi-arid and dry subhumid areas resulting from various factors, including climatic variations and human   activities." (Drought, on the other hand, is a climatological phenomenon, implying a less-than-normal rainfall. It need not be the cause of desertification, but it acts as a catalyst of land degradation through a combination of stresses on soil and vegetation, and of human interventions of land abuse during the spells of periodic droughts.)

     Vulnerable area in Bangladesh

     In-depth and detailed studies are lacking in Bangladesh which could delimit precisely the area affected by or susceptible to land degradation (desertification). Nevertheless, symptoms of such degradation which have become evident in northwestern Bangladesh in recent years is too pronounced to be ignored. For planning purposes, the zone in west-northwest Bangladesh, bounded on the east by the 1600 mm isohyet, might be identified as vulnerable to land degradation. This is a region which has (a) average annual rainfall  much lower than the national average of 2300 mm, (b) highest rainfall variability in the country (17.5%), and (c) suffered frequent seasonal droughts in the pre-monsoon (March-May) season. In terms of geographical extent, this vulnerable area includes the greater districts of Rajshahi, Kushtia, northwestern Jessore, Pabna, western Bogra and southern Dinajpur. It should be noted that this area

     also includes the fast-shrinking (due to human intervention) Chalan Beel wetlands as well as the Barind Tract.

     Landsat imagery of the 1980s indicated a definite change in vegetation cover and soil moisture in the Barind Tract, which resembled an arid zone during the months of March-April. Since the early 1990s, attempts have been made to reverse the process of land degradation/desertification in the Barind region through the efforts of the Barind Multipurpose Development Authority (BMDA). The  programmes of the Authority include such measures as sustainable utilisation of groundwater through deep tube wells (DTW) [arsenic  being not a problem here], water retention structures and pond re-excavation for greater surface water use, and extensive tree (fruit and timber) plantation to restore the vegetation cover. Regular monitoring of water table (fortnightly) ensures a balance between groundwater withdrawal and recharge. One of the objectives is to transform the once monocultural Barind region into a triple-cropped region. Indeed, pre-BMDA cropping intensity of 117 per cent has now increased to more than 174 per cent on account of irrigation facilities. Besides, tree plantations along the roads are nurtured through caretaking by the local people through a  participatory mechanism.

     Policy options and 

     way forward

     The priorities in an action programme to combat land degradation/desertification in Bangladesh should be to (a) combat the process  in already degraded areas, and (b) monitor and implement preventive measures in lands that are not yet degraded, but are  vulnerable. In both efforts, a synergetic participation of local communities, NGOs, government agencies, and the private sector is

     essential. Initially, however, an action plan to combat degrad ation/desertification in Bangladesh would be handicapped by an  inadequate database. Hence, a combat programme should begin with the strengthening of the knowledge base of the vulnerable areas. Goals toward that end should include research needs in: (a) conducting surveys of human, livestock, land, water and  vegetation resources;

     (b) assessing the status, cause and rates of degradation; (c) identifying the indicators of degradation; (d) developing a network of observation systems with a view to establishing environmental information system at the national level, and (e) analyzing the social and economic implications of the degradation process.

     In the context of west-northwest Bangladesh, a series of priority measures for combating degradation/desertification could be  suggested here: (a) Introduction of ecologically sustainable land use plan; (b) Rehabilitation of the degraded lands and sustain their  productivity though soil and water conservation; (c) Protection of the existing trees and other vegetative cover; (d) Expansion of the

     vegetative cover through afforestation, reforestation, agroforestry and social forestry; (e) Establishing woodlots on khas lands as sources of fuel, along with the introduction of energy-saving cooking stoves; (f) Conjunctive use of surface and groundwater along  the practice followed in the Barind region; (g) Evaluating and addressing the socioeconomic determinants (including impacts of  urbanisation and industrial expansion) on land degradation/desertification; (h) Developing national programmes for drought  preparedness, including early warning systems and drought relief measures; and (i) Creating awareness among the local population  and motivating them to actively engage in combat measures -- in partnership with government and non-government agencies.

     Parallel to combat measures is needed a monitoring plan for degradation/desertification in Bangladesh. This monitoring or surveillance plan should be based on the recognition of desertification indicators and the establishment of standards for comparison and evaluation. The UNEP, FAO, UNSCO and IUCN have been engaged in mapping and monitoring desertification, and Bangladesh can learn from their experiences in developing an environmental monitoring plan for the vulnerable areas of the country.

     The three categories of environmental components of a monitoring plan are physical, biological and socioeconomic. Some of them are given below, from which a pragmatic selection could be made for standardisation to serve as indicators for monitoring in west-northwest Bangladesh.

     (a) Physical components of monitoring:

     -soil depth, fertility and organic content;

     -soil erosion rate;

     -amount and intensity of local rainfall;

     -intensity and frequency of wind storms and norwesters;

     -groundwater table and its quality;

     -surface water (quality and seasonal supply); 

     -shrinkage up of wetlands.

     (b) Biological components of monitoring:

     -type, quality and distribution of biomass;

     -fuel and fodder availability;

     -trend in crop yield;

     -livestock population, yield and composition; 

     -quality of the fish habitat, and fish output;

     -faunal species. 

     (c) Socioeconomic components of monitoring:

     -land and water use practices;

     -settlement pattern, shrinkage, growth relocation;

     -demographic structure;

     -local and regional migration;

     -land ownership (and landlessness);

     -income and assets;

     - diet, nutrition, health.

     The terms 'land degradation', and 'desertification' (and sometimes 'drought') have been used so widely and in such diverse contexts

     that they have often created problems in interpretation among policy makers. The dynamics of land degradation/desertification are  best understood within the context of the natural environment and human intervention into that environment. Land  degradation/desertification is not an isolated climate induced phenomenon, rather it is an aberrant and unsustainable human response to the broad parameters of the natural environment. With a dedicated agenda, local action and appropriate technology, it is not

     impossible to offset the effects of land degradation, and strike an equilibrium between the seemingly incompatible process of land  degradation and sustainable land management. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Ozone layer 'healing' 

     By Richard Black 

     BBC science correspondent 

     Scientists say they have produced the first conclusive evidence that the ozone layer is being restored to health. 

     A team of US researchers has found that the rate at which the layer is being destroyed has markedly slowed down. 

     However they say it will not be completely healed for at least 50 years. 

     Researchers say the recovery is due to the success of an international ban on damaging chemicals. 

     'Example' 

     The researchers analysed data collected over the last 20 years by three satellites and three instruments based on the ground. 

     They found that in the upper stratosphere - the topmost slice of the ozone layer - the rate at which ozone is disappearing has slowed down markedly. 

             We fully expect it to stop declining entirely in the next   few years 

             Professor Michael Newchurch 

     "It has been declining at about 8% per decade for a couple of decades, and now it's only about 4% per decade," says the scientists who led the research, Professor Michael Newchurch from

     the University of Alabama. 

     "We fully expect it to stop declining entirely in the next few years." 

     The recovery is due to the success of one of the first global environmental treaties, the Montreal Protocol. 

     Established in 1987, it banned the chemicals responsible for ozone damage, notably CFCs,  used predominantly in aerosols and refrigerators. 

     Although the upper reaches of the ozone layer have taken their first steps towards regaining full health, the situation at lower levels is more complex. 

     Here, global warming is changing temperatures and wind patterns, which is delaying recovery. 

     Altogether Professor Newchurch's team believes it'll be 50 years at least before the ozone layer  is restored to full health. 

     But they say the success of the Montreal Protocol shows what could be done with other international treaties for other even more serious issues such as climate change. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Europe's Heat Wave Raises Global Warming Concerns 

  MADRID - The intense heat wave that has baked much of Europe for weeks, fueling deadly forest fires, causing drought and damaging crops, has convinced many people that global warming is a reality. 

  While experts caution that you cannot read too much into a single hot summer or natural disaster, Europe does seem to be experiencing extreme weather with growing frequency. 

  Less than a year ago, scores of people were dying as floods swamped Germany, Russia, Austria and the Czech Republic. 

  This year, the problem is extremely hot weather and drought, which, though it might be welcome to holidaymakers, is threatening lives and livelihoods in many parts of Europe. 

  "We've not seen such an extended period of dry weather and sunny days since records began (in about 1870)," said Michael Knobelsdorf, a meteorologist at the German weather service, referring to Europe as a whole. 

  "What's remarkable is that these extremes of weather are happening at such short intervals which suggests the climate is unbalanced. Last year in Germany, we were under water. Now we have one of the worst droughts in human memory," he said. 

  He urged caution about blaming everything on greenhouse gases that many experts believe cause global warming, although he said indications are that temperatures are up one to two degrees Celsius over the past century. Much of Europe, from Scandinavia to the Mediterranean and Britain to central Europe, has sweltered through unusually long heat waves recently. 

  DEADLY FIRES 

  Forest fires have hit France, Portugal, Russia and Croatia. Four tourists were killed in fires on the French Riviera this week that forced thousands to flee villas and campsites. 

  The hot weather is also taking its toll on agriculture, with forecasts for cereal production in Germany and the EU being cut. 

  In most parts of Italy, temperatures have hovered around the mid-30s Celsius every day for two months, with Milan hitting a June record of over 40 degrees Celsius. The heat wave has pushed Italy's electricity grid to its limit as people crank up their air conditioners, leading to  rolling blackouts that have affected millions of Italians. Drought has caused billions of euros in crop damages. 

  The chief climatologist at Italy's National Geophysics Institute said the searing temperatures were further evidence of global warming, but did not provide a "smoking gun." 

  Antonio Navarra said the whole Mediterranean region was two to three degrees warmer than usual this summer and if the heat persisted, it  would be consistent with the institute's climate simulations showing the potential effect of greenhouse gases. Paul Horsman, a climate  campaigner with environmental group Greenpeace International, said that while scientists believed a heat wave could not be directly linked to climate change, "when you get a range of events there is certainly evidence that we are living in a globally-warmed world." 

  "We would argue very strongly that these events we are seeing are consistent with what the scientists are saying about climate change,"  Horsman said, adding that they reinforced the need for strong measures to curb climate change. 

  The Dutch KNMI meteorological institute said the maximum temperature in the Netherlands was 35.8 degrees in July and the average 18.8, against a normal summer average of 17.4 degrees. 

  "It looks like this summer is set to take the record from the summer of 1947," a KNMI meteorologist said. 

  The Norwegian coastal town of Bergen, known for rain rolling in from the north Atlantic, has had its warmest summer since 1925 with an  average July temperature of 18 degrees Celsius. In Finland, there have been only a couple of slightly cooler days since the heat wave  began on July 14. 

  Temperatures in Spain forecast to peak at 45 degrees Celsius in the south yesterday led people to complain of sleeplessness and authorities to warn against too much time in the sun. 

  (Additional reporting by Philip Blenkinsop in Berlin, Shasta Darlington in Rome, Marcel Michelson in Amsterdam, John Acher in Oslo,  Nina Garlo in Helsinki) 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Mail & Guardian (South Africa)

Striking a balance for parks and people

                    Saliem Fakir 

27 May 2003 11:21

                    South Africa has a new Protected Areas Bill. What does it mean

                    for conservation – and for the World Parks Congress in

                    September? Saliem Fakir, South Africa's director of IUCN-The

                    World Conservation Union, takes a look.

                    After many years of haggling, and following the 1999 Kumbleben

                    report (which dealt with conservation and governance issues), a

                    new Protected Areas Bill has been released for review. The

                    primary concerns raised in the Kumbleben report about the streamlining of

                    responsibility and the creation of a clearer framework for the classification of

                    protected areas seems to have been addressed by the Bill. However, forest and

                    marine protected areas are excluded from the current regime as they fall under

                    separate pieces of legislation.

                    The Bill's ambit spans all three spheres of government – national, provincial and

                    local – and is an attempt to give flesh to the notion of co-operative governance as

                    it pertains to protected areas.

                    The Bill is a chapter of the National Environmental Management Act of1998

                    (Nema), and has to be interpreted within the context of Nema's labyrinth of

                    complex environmental provisions. Following on its heel is the Biodiversity Bill

                    and the two Bills are meant to operate in tandem, with all provisions in the

                    Biodiversity Bill having application in protected areas.

                    The Bill makes provision for the declaration of four types of protected areas that

                    can be legally constituted. They are a special nature reserve, a national park, a

                    nature reserve, or a protected environment. This provision strives to ensure that

                    protected area status within all three spheres of government falls under one piece

                    of legislation.

                    The Bill's approach is to centralise the creation of a chain of protected areas in the

                    country. It ensures that the national minister or a provincial MEC has the power to

                    terminate a protected area management authority's mandate if it fails to deliver on

                    performance standards set for the protected area.

                    A way to picture this is to imagine the country's 400-odd national and provincial

                    parks and reserves falling under one canvass and being ordered according to their

                    legal classification and a framework of minimum standards that not only set out

                    their governance rules, but also management and use objectives.

                    The inclusion of legally binding management standards is novel. It ensures that,

                    for the first time, the government obliges itself to set performance criteria for the

                    different types of national and provincial protected areas authorities.

                    Why all this fuss? Protected areas are no longer places for quaint scientific

                    curiosities. They must be seen for what they are: economic assets, the value of

                    which is being driven by the tourism market and livelihood needs.

                    Despite predictions that the new government would reduce support for

                    conservation in South Africa, the opposite has been the case. Conservation still

                    enjoys the largest share of enviro-spend in South Africa, whether it be funds from

                    public, private or international donors. The figures run into the billions of rands,

                    with public-sector allocations alone close to R500-million a year.

                    South Africa has also expanded the amount of land that is under protection,

                    mainly through transfrontier conservation areas. Since 1994, more than 200 000ha

                    has been added to conservation land. 

                    This reflects both the influence of conservation interests in South Africa, and the

                    fact that conservation will continue to dominate the environmental agenda so long

                    as considerable economic interests are tied to the use and protection of the

                    resources.

                    Southern African countries, and South Africa in particular, are positioning

                    themselves as the hub for a variety of nature-based tourism experiences, ranging

                    from photo-tourism to hunting. Consistent with this vision of seeing conservation

                    assets as having economic utility, the Bill empowers South African National Parks

                    (SANParks) to operate as a business entity. SANParks is encouraged to engage in

                    the commercialisation of some of its assets and to pursue cost-recovering

                    mechanisms through the charging of gate and service fees where appropriate.

                    The Bill also makes provision for the inclusion of municipal reserves and parks

                    under a national protected areas management system for the first time. The role of

                    municipalities in the provision of an essential public good – creating a network of

                    green spaces for recreation and educational purposes – has been ignored for too

                    long. Many of the municipal reserves have endemic species of plants and animals

                    that are facing real threats as a result of rapid urbanisation. Many serve useful

                    ecological functions and are a source of wild resources for poor communities.

                    The new legislation is prescient in that it gives South Africa the opportunity to put

                    forward interesting case studies and lobby for a more comprehensive approach to

                    the management of protected areas at the World Parks Congress.

                    The role of municipalities and private reserves requires special attention, as they

                    have been sorely neglected at previous World Park Congresses. They have

                    generally been marginalised as a result of the dominance of national and provincial

                    conservation officials. The Bill is still a little weak in this respect, especially when it

                    deals with private-sector investment, considering the array of agreements that

                    have already been signed between government and private-sector investors and

                    landowners.

                    One of the other weak points of the Bill is that it gives scant attention to the needs

                    of communities. While it makes provision for co-management of protected areas

                    with local communities, community activists say the Bill could have been stronger

                    on this issue. Many pioneering co-management models have been battlegrounds

                    between the will of communities who had previously lost their rights and the

                    power of officials, who at times have shown impatience and irritation towards the

                    needs of communities.

                    For instance, the Bill could have set principles under which co-management

                    arrangements should be established, and could be more specific around issues of

                    rights of access and other benefits. The world over, poor communities derive

                    different kinds of benefits from wildlife. The Bill needs to recognise that in some

                    circumstances special intervention is required to ensure wildlife is a public good

                    that can contribute to alleviating poverty.

                    Future growth in the acquisition of new land for conservation is likely to come

                    from private and communal areas. The Bill does not deal adequately with the

                    question whether these sectors are to be viewed as co-participants with the state

                    in its overall vision and strategy. The Bill as it stands does not articulate a healthy

                    balance between state, private and communal actors who are already active as

                    partners.

                    It is not clear whether co-management arrangements are applicable to private

                    landowners, nor what is the status of current rights enjoyed by communities. The

                    apparent bias in favour of the state may serve to hinder co-management.

                    On the whole, though, the Bill is a positive step. No doubt it will not satisfy all, but

                    it provides a better framework than that which existed before. It has some

                    blemishes that need substantive input from non-state actors, in particular

                    communities and private landowners who want to volunteer their land for the

                    purposes of conservation. 

                    World Parks Congress 

                    The Fifth IUCN World Parks Congress will be held at the Durban International

                    Convention Centre from September 8 to 17 2003. It will be a major international

                    event, attracting at least 2 500 participants from 170 countries around the world.

                    The theme of the congress is Benefits Beyond Boundaries, reflecting the

                    challenge to show how protected areas are relevant and beneficial to the world's

                    changing economic, social and environmental agendas. The theme is intended to

                    stimulate broader thinking about protected areas – the opportunities, the values

                    and the beneficiaries in a rapidly changing world – while allowing the congress the

                    flexibility to explore a wide variety of relevant sub-themes. The congress takes

                    place every 10 years. 

                    There are more than 44 000 protected areas around the world. At the close of the

                    20th century, they covered 10% of the Earth's land surface, in national parks,

                    wilderness areas, multiple-use reserves and other types of reserves.

                    The 2003 World Parks Congress will examine the challenges and opportunities

                    facing protected areas in the coming decades. The goal is to secure the multiple

                    values of the global system of protected areas through the application of best

                    science, information and experience. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

ROAP Media Update – 01 August  2003


UN or UNEP in the news

Containing land degradation and desertification - Exploratory assessment of vulnerability and combat options
The Daily Star, Bangladesh, August 1, 2003 (K B Sajjadur Rasheed) - Land (or soil) degradation has been defined by the FAO as "a process which lowers the current and/or the potential capability of land (soil) to produce (quantitatively and/or qualitatively) goods or services". Land degradation is thus a process whereby land deteriorates in its potential biotic productivity. The critical elements that contribute to land degradation are (a) natural causes like erosion, salinity and geologic processes; and (b) human intervention in the form of cropping, grazing and land abuse. In most instances, including Bangladesh, land degradation is the combined effect of both natural and anthropogenic forces. Human-induced degradation process may be viewed as the outcome of three interrelated actions. These are (a) physical/biological loss to soils due to improper land use practices, (b) salinisation and soil contamination from unregulated irrigation and pesticide use, and (c) structural changes like soil compaction induced by waterlogging and soil profile perturbations.
….Vulnerable area in Bangladesh 
In-depth and detailed studies are lacking in Bangladesh which could delimit precisely the area affected by or susceptible to land degradation (desertification). Nevertheless, symptoms of such degradation which have become evident in northwestern Bangladesh in recent years is too pronounced to be ignored. For planning purposes, the zone in west-northwest Bangladesh, bounded on the east by the 1600 mm isohyet, might be identified as vulnerable to land degradation. This is a region which has (a) average annual rainfall much lower than the national average of 2300 mm, (b) highest rainfall variability in the country (17.5%), and (c) suffered frequent seasonal droughts in the pre-monsoon (March-May) season. In terms of geographical extent, this vulnerable area includes the greater districts of Rajshahi, Kushtia, northwestern Jessore, Pabna, western Bogra and southern Dinajpur. It should be noted that this area also includes the fast-shrinking (due to human intervention) Chalan Beel wetlands as well as the Barind Tract.
…Parallel to combat measures is needed a monitoring plan for degradation/desertification in Bangladesh. This monitoring or surveillance plan should be based on the recognition of desertification indicators and the establishment of standards for comparison and evaluation. The UNEP, FAO, UNSCO and IUCN have been engaged in mapping and monitoring desertification, and Bangladesh can learn from their experiences in developing an environmental monitoring plan for the vulnerable areas of the country.
http://www.thedailystar.net/2003/08/01/d30801150183.htm 

Effects of global warming and how to fight it still open to debate
There are many factors that could contribute to so-called global warming, but much of the evidence is shaky and can be interpreted in more than one way
Taipei Times, July 31, 2003 (By Christopher Lingl),Page 9 - Extreme weather is making headlines. Record summer temperatures in Europe and a large number of heat-related deaths in India joined news about severe flooding in Bangladesh, China and Sri Lanka. And an unusual number of tornados in the US have been reported.
For its part, the UN World Meteorological Organization (WMO) suggests that global warming is linked to these events that have led to escalating death tolls and more wreckage. It also declared that extremes in weather and climate events are setting new records and the occurrence of such extremes has been rising in numbers.
http://www.taipeitimes.com/News/edit/archives/2003/07/31/2003061716 

General environment news

Hole in ozone layer growing more slowly now - Finding means phasing out CFCs had good effect, but reversing damage will take 40 to 50 years 
The Straits Times (Singapore), August 01, 2003 - NEW YORK - Scientists say they have detected a slowing in the rate of destruction of the earth's ozone layer - the first sign that the phasing out of chemicals that harm it is having a restorative effect.
The ozone layer blocks ultraviolet radiation from the sun that can cause skin cancer and harm ecosystems. 
It has deteriorated for decades, under assault from synthetic chemicals. The phasing out of the most important class of these chemicals - chlorofluorocarbons, or CFCs - began in 1989, with the enactment of the Montreal Protocol, an international treaty.
http://straitstimes.asia1.com.sg/techscience/story/0,4386,202626,00.html? 

Sabah-based TSH Resources taking lead in biodiversity
The Star, July 30, 2003 - Public listed Sabah-based company TSH Resources Bhd has earmarked some 30,000ha or about 25%of its total forest management unit (FMU) in the Ulu Tongod forest reserve in central Sabah as a full-fledged conservation area.  
TSH Forestry Sdn Bhd chairman Datuk Jaswant Singh Kler said the area was unique because it consisted of ultramafic heath forest.  
“There are rare orchids and plants in the area and this forest may well be host to many different and varied life-forms waiting to be discovered,” he said at an agreement signing ceremony in Sandakan yesterday involvingTSH Resources, the Sabah Forestry Department and the Global Environment Centre.   http://biz.thestar.com.my/news/story.asp?file=/2003/7/30/business/5951934&sec=business 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

ROWA MEDIA UPDATE

Bahrain

'Save Tubli' push
LAND reclamation must stop immediately in order to preserve the natural richness of Tubli Bay, says a municipal councillor.

The call comes from Central Municipal health and environment committee head Abbas Mahfoodh who says the bay, a natural reserve for plants and wildlife, is in danger. 

"This area and the massive environmental and natural resources and wildlife it contains is of great importance to Bahrain," he says.

A clean-up campaign will be held today at the bay's Baijan Hill to highlight the bay's importance, its condition, its natural resources and the elements affecting it.

The campaign, spearheaded by the council, would see representatives from National Environment Committee, National Tubli Bay Preservation Committee and the Malkiya Rovers cleaning the area and spreading awareness on the importance of its protection.

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/Articles.asp?Article=57622&Sn=BNEW

Iraq
Daily Star: Alternatives To The State In Struggling Iraq  
 
Iraqi dictator Saddam Hussein's heirs are dead, and on Monday July 14, Bastille Day, the new interim governing council of Iraq was formed  - an irony perhaps lost on the French. Baathism is finished, and Iraq has a new authority. Twenty-two men and three women filed into the main theater of Baghdad's Conference Palace. There were men in beards, men in turbans, men in suits and men in tribal dress. Of the three women, two wore headscarves and one wore a suit. The 25 members are supposed to represent groups of a million people each. In front of 30 television crews and countless journalists, Sheikh Mohammed Bahr al-Ulum, the council's spokesman, declared the moment historic.  
 
In the days that followed the governing council came under fire from almost every side. Much of the Iraqi press and almost all the Arab media criticized it for being an appointed body, calling it a powerless puppet government made up mainly of exiles chosen by the Americans. Inside Iraq, its most vocal opponent was Muqtada al-Sadr, the political leader of the Hawza  -  the largest grouping of religious Shiites in the country, and therefore the largest single political movement too.  
 
Kanan Makiya, a sophisticated ideologue of the anti-Baath opposition, is now trying to establish a council to draft a new constitution. He told me: "Hizb (party) is a swearword in Iraq. All the political parties and leaders are getting burned."  
 
Ahmed Chalabi, the leader of the Iraqi National Congress and the most prominent figure in the new governing council, is referred to in the Iraqi press as "Al-Harami" (the thief). Ayad Allawi, the head of the Iraqi National Accord, the No. 2 opposition party, is called "Abu Baath" (Father of the Baath). Even Adnan Pachachi, a pre-Baath foreign minister and by far the most respected council member, is ridiculed. Long ago Pachachi's ancestors were specialized butchers. His name derives from Bacha, a traditional Iraqi dish made from offal. A running joke in Baghdad says Pachachi would replace the "Allahu Akbar" (God is Great) currently on the Iraqi flag with the image of a sheep.  
 
None of the four religious Shiite representatives on the council have spent any significant time in Iraq in the last decade. Even Iraqis living in Baghdad have never heard of the majority of the other members. Oddly, it's the Kurdish representatives  Massoud Barzani of the Kurdish Democratic Party and Jalal Talabani of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan  who command the greatest nationwide respect.   
 
Before the war, there was concern in the West that Iraq would fragment. Worst-case scenarios predicted a Shiite separatist movement in the south that would align itself with Iran; Kurds calling for independence in the north that would prompt Turkish intervention; and chaos in Iraq's center as Sunnis and Shiites battled for control of the last vestiges of the state.  
 
Iraq has been a unified country for almost as long as Italy. Among its Arab population at least there has never been talk of redrawing borders. Iraq will not fragment territorially, but it may shatter structurally. From its earliest days, government in Iraq has been supplemented by two para-state structures: religious institutions and the tribes. Historically, the weaker the central authority, the stronger is their influence. At the height of Baathism all power was concentrated in Baghdad and religion was derided.    In the 1990s, as Saddam Hussein's power waned, he devolved power to certain key tribes and began a major rapprochement with Iraq's religious centers of influence. 
 
Iraq today is a standard failed state  it lacks a government, justice or a police force. This vacuum has meant it is the religious groups and tribes that have kept the country from slipping further into anarchy. For example, in the immediate aftermath of the war it was Hawza volunteers who saved major Baghdad hospitals from looting. The same was true in the southern towns of Najaf, Karbala, Amara and Nassiriya, where volunteers patrol neighborhoods every night. When leading Shiite clerics, including ayatollahs Ali Sistani and Mohammed Baqer al-Hakim, issued a joint fatwa attacking the looters, theft across the country markedly abated. If religious institutions are helping reduce the likelihood of anarchy, the tribes have come in to deal with its effects.  
 
Under the legal code of the former regime (and previous ones) provisions were made for implementing tribal law. State and tribal law coexisted: The state punished murder by prison or execution, and tribal law cleared it through a system of blood-money payment.  
 
The Anglo-American coalition's efforts to rebuild Iraq's judicial structure have so far been disastrous. Its hands have been tied by lack of security, the breakdown of state infrastructure, a high level of criminal activity and the language barrier. Across Iraq the judicial process is not functioning. Human rights organizations are publishing reports of extensive judicial malpractice by the coalition, and Iraqis have no access to state justice. Tribes have stepped into that void. Iraqis have turned tribal leaders into lawmakers.  
 
Last week I met Sheikh Salem of the Juburi tribe, who was returning from Baghdad where he had offered cash compensation to a counterpart in the Rifai tribe in payment for a Juburi's murder of a Rifai. In Nassiriya, I met Ghazvin al-Safi, an 8-year-old boy from the Safi tribe just released after being kidnapped by another tribe. The boy's father, the son of the head of the Safi tribe, hadn't bothered alerting the US military police. Via tribal intermediaries he arranged a truce with the kidnappers and the boy was returned. For most Iraqis their tribes are the only protection.  
 
Perhaps understandably, the coalition is wary of handing over power to clerics who revere the Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini or to tribes notorious for their unwillingness to bend to central authority.  
 
Representatives of both groups were noticeably absent from the July 14 festivities, yet they will continue to remain reference points if state authority remains absent. Religious and tribal representatives need to be included in a power-sharing arrangement. If they are not, the rift between Iraqis and those officially representing them will widen, with perilous consequences. Opposition to the coalition among Baathists may have been quelled by the deaths of Saddam Hussein's sons, but the exclusion from the governing council of the Hawza and of powerful tribal representatives will only foster another kind of opposition, one that will generate considerably more support down the road. 
 
Turi Munthe is a British literary editor and critic currently in Iraq. He wrote this commentary for THE DAILY STAR 
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