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UN inaugurates library in Kenya named in honour of Sergio Vieira de Mello 
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	Sergio Vieira de Mello


30 June 2004 – The United Nations today inaugurated a new library at its African headquarters in Nairobi, Kenya, named in honour of former UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Sergio Vieira de Mello, who was murdered in a terrorist attack last year while serving as Secretary-General Kofi Annan's Special Representative in Iraq.

The library honours 243 staff members who have died in the service of the world body, including those killed together with Mr. Vieira de Mello in the attack on the UN's Baghdad headquarters on 19 August 2003.

"There can be no finer tribute," Klaus Toepfer, Director General of the UN Office at Nairobi and Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), said at the launching ceremony. "A library is a centre for learning. If we are to deliver a more tolerant world in which the values of peace and humanity defeat the bullet and the bomb, then we must increase knowledge and learning, particularly for those with little or no access including the poor and women."

Anna Tibaijuka, Executive Director of UN-HABITAT, said Mr. Vieira de Mello would be particularly pleased that the library will benefit Africans, given his work as UN Regional Humanitarian Coordinator for the Great Lakes Region of Africa and in Mozambique.

"More than most, he realized how important it is to develop the people of the continent in order to ensure a peaceful future," she added. "In today's world, I feel sure that the physical location of the library will not limit the service that can be provided. This library will greatly benefit the East African region and beyond."

The library, which houses the collections of several UN agencies in Kenya, will provide computer access to thousands of electronic journals in various fields.

In a separate development, a "Service of Thanksgiving and Hope" was held in the United Kingdom today in tribute to the memory of those who died in the 19 August bombing.

In a message to the gathering, the Secretary-General indicated that he would soon name a new envoy to Iraq "to replace my dear friend Sergio Vieira de Mello whom you are remembering today."

Mr. Annan pledged to take "all possible precautions" to protect the new Special Representative and associated UN personnel. "I ask you to join me in praying for their safety and success, as I join you today in praying for the future of the Iraqi people," he said in the message, which was delivered by his Director of Communications, Edward Mortimer.

 __________________________________________________________________________________________

The Public Spirit.com

Disaster movie prompts resident to share fliers on global warming
By Nathan Lamb
LEOMINSTER -- Like millions of other Americans, Harvard resident Josie Carothers saw the new disaster movie "The Day After Tomorrow" last weekend. 

While she admits she was thrilled by the film's graphic depiction of the effects of a radical climate change on a global scale (the trailer for the movie featured a shot of the Statue of Liberty immersed in a massive tidal wave), she wasn't just out to have a good time. 

In fact, she spent a couple of hours that Friday evening handing out fliers detailing what scientists have discovered about the dangers of global warming before watching the show at the Entertainment Cinema in Leominster. 

Her point was to illustrate for others that the events in the film are not just the province of science fiction. In her view, this is an issue that has been overlooked for far too long. 

"It's hard to get responsible information about global warning," she said. "The media is not giving us enough information about it, and if no one is bringing this to our attention, then we think others, such as those in Europe, are just overreacting."

For her own part, Carothers made some headway in getting the word out.

She estimated that she distributed almost 200 fliers in a couple of hours, and said that most people going in or coming out of the show were interested in reading what she had to offer. 

"I'd say 95 percent of the people eagerly reached out for the flyers," she said. "People walked out of the movie theater pretty shaken up."

She said her reason for doing this was simple.

"I want to get people to understand that there is no bigger issue, the environment is the source of every economy and all life," she said. "The environment is the source of all life, nobody can be skeptical about that." 

Carothers said she got the idea from Moveon.org, a liberal nonprofit political action group, which provided a template for the fliers. 

She also added some information of her own to the backside of the fliers, which she had gathered from agencies, such as the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) and the United Nations Environment Program. 

What she was drawing attention to is the theory that higher carbon dioxide levels in the earth's atmosphere will cause the planet to retain more heat, which will cause the ice caps to melt. 

Then, the newly melted fresh water would float above the ocean's salty water, obscuring the gulf streams which bring warmth to places like the northeastern seaboard in the United States and United Kingdom and bringing down the temperatures, Carothers said.

While she has found corroborating theories in the reports of various agencies, she also cited another medium that has been used to relate this message: the movie itself.

"If the ocean starts to cool, then our climate starts to change drastically for the worse," she said. "The science in the movie is correct, only rapidity of the process was accelerated."

Carothers is no stranger to environmental issues. She has been working the energy conservation field for over 20 years now, having been initially inspired by the Three Mile Island incident in 1979. Looking back at that time, she said she firmly believes to this day that safer, more efficient means of producing energy can be found, and she's dedicated her career towards that end.

In a day-to-day sense, she said, her goal is to raise awareness to the point where people realize the consequences of the decisions they make and they search for alternatives.

"What I would advocate is that everybody examine the energy implications of what they do, and I would advocate that those in a position to provide leadership to others consider even more deeply the energy implication of every decision they make," she said.

"My goal is to empower people to make that connection between their daily lives and what they see outside their window," Carothers added.

As far as the movie itself? 

Carothers said she enjoyed seeing it, which surprised her a bit.

"I thought, 'I can't believe I'm going to go see a disaster movie because of my principals,' but it was really well done," she said. "I thought the science was going to be wrong, but the only thing wrong with the science was that they accelerated the process."

__________________________________________________________________________

Mail and Guardian

Global warming might make rice not so nice 
Global temperature increases could cause significant reductions in yields of rice -- the staple food for more than half of the world's population -- according to just-released research available online at the Science and Development Network. 

Scientists have published direct evidence that rising night-time temperatures associated with global warming can cause rice yields to fall. The study, conducted at the International Rice Research Institute in Manila in the Philippines, used local climate data from 1979 to 2003 and data on Philippine rice yields from the past 12 years. 

Kenneth Cassman, one of the study's authors, told SciDev.Net: "it appears that where rice is grown in the lowland tropics and subtropics of Asia, which account for more than 50% of global rice supply, rice yields would be negatively affected by increasing temperatures associated with global warming." 

The research found that rice yields decreased by more than 10% while the night-time temperatures in the dry season rose by 1,1 degrees Celsius — three times the increase in the average maximum temperature over the same period. This trend in nocturnal temperatures is consistent with data from elsewhere and is linked to increasing concentrations of greenhouse gases.

By looking at the potential influence of other factors, such as solar radiation, weeds, diseases and insect pests, the researchers were able to determine that night-time temperatures were the most likely cause for the declining rice yields.

Globally, temperatures are projected to rise by 1,5 to 4,5 degrees Celsius in the coming century — three to nine times more than in the past century. The scientists still don't know what causes the reduced yields and this limits their ability to propose a solution. They suspect that rice plants need to spend more energy to keep growing in the warmer nights. But the changing relationship between day and night temperatures may be having a range of effects on the plants' physiology. 

According to Cassman, the trend will be difficult to overcome if it is caused by higher energy demands. Alternatively, if developmental processes are being affected, genetic improvement and crop management may combine to reduce the impacts of increasing temperatures, he says. But he warns that even these options are limited in the intensive, lowland rice systems that currently produce two or three crops each year. 

Cassman points out that many interacting variables affect rice yields, which have been stagnating in countries such as China, Indonesia and the Philippines. But, he says: "It is not possible to link this stagnation to climate change because of the other interacting factors that affect yield." 

According to the International Rice Research Institute, in Asia -- where 90% of all rice is grown and eaten -- more than two billion people obtain 60% to 70% of their calories from rice. 

Meanwhile, a dispute is raging in the letters column of the prestigious weekly journal Nature over an article earlier this year claiming that the so-called "rice intensification" process developed in Madagascar off the east coast of Africa may be able to feed the world. 

Although the demand for rice is increasing, yields of the crop are levelling out despite efforts on a variety of fronts, including genetic engineering of rice strains for improved nutrition and growth. The system of rice intensification developed in the late 1980s in Madagascar works on three tenets: that seedlings should be transplanted quickly when young; that plants should be spaced widely apart; and that fields should be kept moist but not flooded. This simple method, which claims to boost yields at lower cost to farmers, is being hailed by many as a solution. 

But, as Christopher Surridge reported in a March edition of Nature, although advocates of rice intensification routinely report yields of up to twice those achieved by conventional agriculture, many eminent agronomists dismiss such achievements as the result of poor record keeping and unscientific thinking. 

However, in the June 24 edition of the magazine, researchers in India and The Netherlands argue that evidence exists to explain the increases. 

Highlighting the role of water management and weed control, the researchers say that improved yields are "not a miracle". A Satyanarayana has successfully -- and cheaply -- implemented the system of rice intensification in India, and urged the scientific community to take a closer look at the reasons for increased productivity. 

Separately, Huib Hengsdijk and Prem Bindraban point out that location is everything. They say that rice intensification has the potential to help reduce hunger and poverty, as one of a range of management practices. But they stress the importance of selecting from such practices according to location-specific conditions. 

Earlier research from the International Rice Research Institute found that not just rice but maize and wheat could decline by as much as a third in tropical areas as temperatures rise, due to climate change disrupting the flowering process. 

“Food crops grown in the tropics are at or near their thermal limits, making it difficult for them to withstand further rises in temperature,” explained John Sheehy, a crop ecologist at the institute. His team is looking into ways of genetically modifying strains of the crops to make them more heat tolerant. 

Although climate change is likely to benefit agricultural production in some regions -- temperate areas such as Siberia and Canada may experience extended growing seasons, for example -- overall these gains are unlikely to offset the losses in the tropics, which will particularly impact on the world’s poorest people. 

But it’s not just rice that will be affected. Your morning cup of coffee or tea could soon be at risk. An earlier study by Grid Arendal -- a United Nations Environmental Programme collaborative centre in Norway -- reveals that key cash crops, such as coffee and tea, will also be vulnerable to the effects of global warming over the coming decade. 

New environmental maps of Uganda show that the total area for growing Robusta coffee would be dramatically reduced if local temperatures rose by just two degrees Celsius. If this happened, farmers might be forced to abandon existing plantations and seek cooler sites. Dr Svien Tveitdal, managing director of Grid Arendal, said “only higher areas would remain, as the rest would become too hot to grow coffee”. -- SciDev.Net
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Letsrecycle.com

London Remade chief executive to step down (30.06.04)
London Remade's chief executive officer Hugh Carr-Harris has announced he will be leaving the organisation in October. 

After nearly five years in charge of the capital's recycling market development agency, Mr Carr-Harris has decided to step down so that he can work closer to his family. 

Commenting on his decision, he said: "I believe that now is the right time for change for both London Remade and myself and the injection of new ideas and leadership to ensure the organisation continues to exceed expectation and be at the forefront of the industry." 
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Hugh Carr-Harris, who is stepping down as CEO of London Remade 
During his time as CEO, London Remade has secured £5.4 million in regeneration funding through the London Development Agency. Mr Carr-Harris has worked to help develop four new reprocessing facilities in the capital, including Days Aggregates, which has created capacity for over 300,000 tonnes of materials reprocessing in London. 

Responsible for a team of 20 staff, Mr Carr-Harris has also been involved in advising 16 London boroughs on improved collection facilities and provide £250,000 for community recycling projects. 

Mr Carr-Harris said: "Perhaps the key element of our success is that we have always been first and foremost an economic development programme. Secondly, we’ve enabled projects to deliver impressive results through working in partnership across the supply chain." 

Mr Carr-Harris joined London Remade after 12 years as an environmental consultant working in England and France. He has also worked as a director and general manager of a waste management company in Canada, and with the United Nations Environment Programme Industry and Environment Centre (UNEP IE). He now plans to work on a number of new "eco" ventures on the Continent closer to his family. 

Procurement
The popular Canadian leaves London Remade as a number of projects continue to flourish, including its primary project, the Mayor of London's Green Procurement Code, which now has 321 businesses signed up for the procurement of recycled products. 

"London Remade will continue to challenge perceptions, deliver results and share its knowledge and expertise for the benefit of London," Mr Carr-Harris said. 

"Its future challenges lie in continuing to test its processes, take on board new ideas and in not being afraid to seize opportunities. The partnership approach is crucial to our success and the continued match-making (of materials and materials users) and support of public/private partnerships." 

London Remade is now looking for a "charismatic team leader with gravitas and entrepreneurial flair" to take the CEO position, offering a "six figure salary" (see letsrecycle.com jobs section).
__________________________________________________________________________________________

This Day (Lagos)
UN Ties Corruption to Global Compact 
NEWS
June 30, 2004 
Posted to the web June 30, 2004 

By Etim Imisim
Lagos 
A United Nations summit has assessed the progress of a programme UN Secretary-General Annan put in place five years ago to encourage business leaders worldwide to take action together for the common good. 

The Global Compact is a UN policy document that calls on companies to adjust to nine universally agreed business principles, which include environment, human rights, labour issues. So far, more than 1,500 companies from 70 countries are participating in the Global Compact, says a UN source. 

At last week's summit in New York, chaired by Mr. Annan, a tenth principle -- graft and corruption -- were an additional principle added to the compact. 

The new principle was supported by business and political leaders from around the globe who, like Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, agreed that "business should work against corruption in all its forms, including extortion and bribery." 

Extending the compact to include anti-graft and corruption is a step forward for the UN Convention Against Corruption. Endorsed in Mexico late last year, the convention is the first real instrument to prevent and criminalise graft and recover illegally-acquired assets worldwide. It is internationally accepted because of the global cooperation behind it. 

Transparency International (TI) chairman, Peter Eigen, recalled that, until recently, the international business community saw corruption as a necessary evil and some top executives openly defended bribing foreign firms and governments with a shrug of the shoulder and an offhand remark like "I hate to do it -- and I hate all the problems it will cause down the line -- but I have to." 

TI is an international non-governmental organization (NGO) and lead anti-corruption watchdog. In a statement released at New York and Berlin to coincide with the new UN principle and made available to THISDAY Development, TI said it was delighted that Global Compact members decided to add anti-corruption to existing principles of good corporate citizenship, but called on corporations to take tough actions against corrupt policies. 

Eigen said noted that "corruption is anathema to everything the Compact stands for. By tackling corruption, you also strike at a root cause of environmental, human rights and labour abuses. A company's bottom line is at risk, since the recent corporate scandals, from Enron and Tyco to Parmalat, have clearly shown that corruption is bad for business." 

"The overwhelmingly positive response of participants to the addition of an anti-bribery principle shows that companies are waking up to the need to fight corruption," said Eigen, who is a member of Annan's advisory council on the compact. 

Annan first sold the compact to business, civil society and government leaders at the World Economic Forum at Davos in 1999. In 2001, the UN System in Nigeria launched the national version in the country. As with the parent compact, the Nigerian national compact was to harness the potential of markets to make development work for all and use shared national values to bring business practices in Nigeria in line with international standards. 

Last week, the UN reiterated its call that environmental and social issues be integrated into business when UN Environment Programme (UNEP) released a new report saying companies worldwide not doing so risk long-term threat to their shareholder value and, in some cases, profoundly. 

The report covers 11 business sectors such as mutual, pension and other institutional funds and is the first to study to the financial impact of environmental, social and corporate considerations as they relate to the portfolio management. It was compiled by fund managers, who represent some $1.6 trillion in assets. 

Already, the study has linked aviation, insurance, oil and gas, and utility companies to material threats arising from climate change at the same time that some sectors are benefiting from evolving opportunities in the form of new "carbon markets." 

"All that we are discussing about the Global Compact has direct repercussions," said UNEP executive director Klaus Toepfer. 

Toepfer spoke alongside Walter Kielholz, chairman, Credit Suisse Group; Anthony Ling, Goldman Sachs managing director; Espen Klitzing, CEO, Storebrands; and Izalco Sardenberg, of the Bovespa Stock Exchange. The Swiss Agency for Development underwrote the financial markets study and was represented by Ambassador Serge Chappatte. 

Ling, author of an industry sector study, presented the "Who Cares Wins" report, saying it was "extremely clear" that there was a link between companies that perform well on social and environmental issues and those that succeed in the long term within their own industries and get better performance in the stock market. 

Pfizer senior vice-president, Chuck Hardwick, addressed the compact's new anti-corruption principle, where companies pledge to implement "no-bribe" policies, noting that an estimated $3 trillion in bribes are paid each year. This constitutes a devastating hidden tax, he said. Hardwick spoke at a roundtable that called for governments to better monitor and comply with existing conventions against corruption and bribery. 

Also, at the compact summit came an announcement by ten stock exchanges to support the ten principles. They will actively share compact information with companies listed under them and explore other area of promoting the global principles. Together, the exchanges have market capitalisation of $3 trillion, according to UN statement. 

Two stock exchanges, those of Brazil and Indonesia -- Bovespa and the Jakarta Stock Exchange -- said they were joining the compact. They are the first two bourses to do so. 

The compact's executive head, Georg Kell, welcomed the commitment from the financial institutions and said they sent a message that is a timely reminder that "financial markets are awakening to the fact that environmental and social issues have important financial impacts." 

Twenty major investment companies that agreed to implement the compact also said they would connect financial markets to the compact's ten principles that commit players into integrating environmental profitability, investment decision-making, asset management and securities brokerage. The companies include Banco do Brasil, Credit Suisse Group, Deutsche Bank, Goldman Sachs, HSBC and Morgan Stanley and control $6 trillion in assets. 

Annan's special advisor, John Ruggie, summarised the situation when he told journalists in New York that companies with global vision in both developed or developing countries are responding to rapidly changing international business environments when they link stakeholder interests and corporate citizenship in their risk assessment and management. He said it pays companies to take both long-term considerations into account as much as short-term factors. 

Days before the June 24 summit, UNEP said it was entering into partnership with German-based chemicals and healthcare company, Bayer AG, to promote a global strategy that will involve young people. The initiative is called "Tunza" - a Kiswahili word meaning to treat with care or affection - and aims to engage young people in UNEP's work, increasing their participation in sustainable development issues. The arrangement will cover six years, costing one million euros a year. "We have addressed the challenges facing the Global Compact as partners, transforming our differences and tensions into constructive strategies for action," Annan said in closing remarks at the summit last week. "You have shown that, even in an era of uncertainty and fear, business, labour, civil society and governments can overcome their divisions, and build on what they have in common." 
Consumer.es 
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Un arrecife de coral de 8.000 años puede ser destruido por la pesca de arrastre en sólo 15 minutos, advierte un informe del PNUMA y WWF 
La pesca no sostenible es la amenaza más grande para la supervivencia de los corales 

El Programa de Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA) y el Fondo Mundial para la Naturaleza (WWF) han presentado hoy en Japón, durante el X Simposio Internacional de Arrecifes de Coral, un informe que advierte de que un ecosistema de corales de agua fría de 8.000 años de antigüedad puede ser destruido por la pesca de arrastre en tan sólo 15 minutos.

Según este trabajo, titulado "Arrecifes de coral de agua fría: fuera de la vista pero no de la mente", el problema es especialmente visible en la zona del Atlántico norte, "donde la industria pesquera está causando la destrucción de los arrecifes de coral".

"La pesca de arrastre es una de las principales causas de la destrucción del coral de agua fría, menos conocido que otras especies por habitar a mayor profundidad, entre 200 y 1.000 metros", señaló el director ejecutivo del PNUMA, Klaus Toepfer, quien realizó un llamamiento urgente para detener la desintegración de estos ecosistemas, muy frágiles y presentes en todo el planeta.

El informe también desvela la existencia de barreras de coral de agua fría a lo largo de todo el mundo, pero en superficies más profundas de lo que habitualmente se encuentran las especies comunes. En un principio se pensaba que esta especie sólo estaba presente en el hemisferio norte (Canadá, Reino Unido y Escandinavia), pero el estudio ha revelado su presencia en más de 41 países, en algunos casos desde hace unos 8.000 años.

La pesca no sostenible es la amenaza más grande tanto para los corales de agua fría como para los de agua cálida, según el informe. Otra causa de la desaparición de estos organismos vivos es la extracción de petróleo y gas, y el emplazamiento de oleoductos y cables bajo el mar. Además, tienen el inconveniente de que su regeneración es muy lenta, al igual que su crecimiento, y que albergan especies de peces de interés comercial, como el bacalao.
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Via alterna

1 July 2004

Grave contaminación de los mares
Por Héctor Almazán * 

Debido a los altos índices de contaminación que han provocado los desechos industriales, domésticos y de automovilistas, principalmente, provenientes del Mississippi que amenazan los paradisíacos paisajes del Golfo de México y el Caribe, la Organización de las Naciones Unidas ya declaró parte de esa zona como "muerta", lo que repercutirá como un duro golpe al flujo del turismo internacional a nuestro país. 

Un informe, reciente, sobre Perspectivas medioambientales mundiales 2003, revela que existen al menos 150 regiones desprovistas de oxigeno en los mares y océanos del mundo. 

Estos lugares también han sido contaminados por la abundancia de nutrientes sobre todo de nitrógeno, procedente de fertilizantes agrícolas y otros desechos. 

El análisis, elaborado por el Programa de Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente, PNUMA, hace un diagnóstico de los males que sufre el planeta Tierra y apunta algunas recomendaciones para evitar un mayor deterioro. 

Plantea que los países costeros no sólo sufren los problemas ligados a la subida del nivel de las aguas marinas; excesiva escasez de agua potable y servicios sanitarios inadecuados, sino además afrontan el problema de las basuras y el vertido de aguas usadas sin tratamiento adecuado. 

Así, las economías de muchas regiones insulares que dependen de los ingresos turísticos, como existen en México, los visitantes ya no regresan ni recomiendan esos paraísos a otros viajeros si sus costas están plagadas de basura como plásticos, envases y otros desechos. 

Se estima que una de cada veinte personas que se baña en el mar se enferma como consecuencia de aguas usadas sin tratamiento. 

En algunas islas del Caribe, más del 80% de las aguas empleadas son vertidas sin tratamiento en las franjas costeras, mientras que en las islas del noroeste del Pacífico se llega al 98 por ciento. 

Las estadísticas también demuestran que desde 1990, la cantidad de desperdicios plásticos en los pequeños Estados insulares en desarrollo se han multiplicado por cinco. 

Las pequeñas islas del Caribe, el Indico y el Pacífico son algunas de las naciones más vulnerables del planeta, según afirma el director del PNUMA, Klaus Toepfer. Añade que están amenazadas por el recalentamiento de la tierra en forma de más fenómenos climatológicos externos y una subida del agua del mar, mientras que los suministros de agua potable se ven casa vez más restringidos. 

Según el presidente de la Alianza de Estados Insulares Pequeños (AOSIS por sus siglas en inglés), Jagdish Koonjul, las naciones necesitan abordar con urgencia el problema, pero también requieren de las tecnologías para el tratamiento y reciclado de esos materiales. 

La cantidad limitada de oxígeno en el agua provoca la muerte de peces, ostras y otras especies, así como de importantes hábitat marinos. 

En los últimos se han detectado líneas muertas en partes de América Latina, China, Japón, Australia y Nueva Zelanda, pero aunque se desconocen las pérdidas económicas, se estima que es considerable a escala mundial. 

Según informes de la Procuraduría Federal de Protección al Ambiente, el año pasado se registró el caso más grave de contaminación de mares en el estado de Veracruz. 

La Secretaría de Turismo identificó como casos de atención urgente en cuanto a contaminación, imagen urbana y alta rentabilidad a las playas de Rosarito, Baja California; Manzanillo, Colima, y Acapulco, Guerrero. 

Por su parte, la Secretaría del Medio Ambiente y Recursos Naturales precisa que 78% de las aguas residuales municipales y 85% de las industriales se descargan en cuerpos acuíferos, entre ellos marítimos. 

A todo esto se suman los estragos que provocan los contaminantes producidos por las descargas de agua sucia de los ingenios azucareros y granjas agrícolas, en el Golfo de México y Océano Pacífico. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Gold Miners, Cyanide Producers Pledge to Protect Environment 
DENVER, Colorado, June 30, 2004 (ENS) - Six companies responsible for roughly 30 percent of annual mined gold production worldwide are the first to pledge their commitment to the new International Cyanide Management Code. Three manufacturers of sodium cyanide also have agreed to the voluntary industry code of best practices. The objective of the code is to ensure high standards for safety and environmental responsibility in the use of cyanides in gold mining. 

Mining companies stating their commitment last week to the technical aspects of the code are - AngloGold Ashanti Ltd., Barrick Gold Corp., Kinross Gold Corp., Newmont Mining Corp., Placer DomeInc., and Rio Tinto. 

Cyanide producers committing to the code are Cyanco, CyPlus and DuPont. 

The code is administered by the International Cyanide Management Institute (ICMI), a non-profit organization based in San Ramon, California. 

Sodium cyanide is an essential chemical used in the production of gold. But spills of cyanide contaminated mine waste such as a European spill in 2000 that killed aquatic life in rivers from Romania to the Black Sea have prompted calls for better control and management of the hazardous chemical. 
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A fisherman on the Tiza River, Hungary, despairs as the river and his livelihood are devastated by a cyanide spill in 2000. (Photo by Jozsef Feiler courtesy Mineral Policy Institute)
"This incident dramatically increased the consciousness of governments, international organizations, industry and the public of the environmental hazards associated with the use of cyanide in the gold mining industry," the ICMI says. 

In the aftermath of the European spill, a two day multi-stakeholder workshop was held in May 2000 determined that a voluntary code, implemented industrywide, could improve the management of cyanide. 

The code was developed by a steering committee of stakeholders under the auspices of the United Nations Environment Programme and the International Council on Metals & the Environment. The committee was composed of participants selected from government, nongovernmental organizations, cyanide producers, labor, financial institutions, and the gold mining industry. 

The code covers nine key areas - production, transportation, handling and storage, operations, decommission of facilities, worker safety, emergency response, training, and communications with the public. 

To receive certification, a third party must verify that each company's mining operations comply with code standards. Companies that sign on to the code will be audited every three years to uphold their certification. 

The terms of the code are general in nature, such as "Encourage responsible cyanide manufacturing by purchasing from manufacturers who operate in a safe and environmentally protective manner." 

On transportation, the code says signatories shall, "Establish clear lines of responsibility for safety, security, release prevention, training and emergency response in written agreements with producers, distributors and transporters." 

On operations, companies agree to, "Introduce management and operating systems to minimize cyanide use, thereby limiting concentrations of cyanide in mill tailings, and implement a comprehensive water management program to protect against unintentional releases." 

One of the signatory companies, Barrick Gold, says sodium cyanide is used in ore processing at 10 of Barrick's producing operations. At each of these operations, Barrick has procedures in place for the safe management, handling and transportation of sodium cyanide. 

In addition to routine corporate audits, the company says, "Barrick has completed more extensive analysis of cyanide handling at its operations in anticipation of certification under the International Cyanide Management Code, once the certification process is finalized." 

[image: image9.jpg]


Cyanide laced mine waste at The Fimiston Open Pit, the biggest gold open pit mine in Australia (Photo courtesy Australian Environment Department)
A third-party auditor will evaluate each mining or cyanide production operation using the Code's Verification Protocol to determine if the management of cyanide achieves the Code's Principles and Standards of Practice. 

Companies must make all relevant data available to the auditors and the auditors must meet the professional standards established by the Institute. 

Audit results are reported in a Summary Audit Report and made available to stakeholders and the public on the Code's website at: http://www.cyanidecode.org/auditing_verification/ 

"Humans and the environment should be protected from harm," says Frank Harenburg, managing director of the cyanide producer CyPlus. “At CyPlus, we constantly devote ourselves to maintaining high safety standards and continuing to develop them," he said. 

Certifications have already begun. According to the German Association for the Certification of Management Systems, CyPlus GmbH, Hanau, meets the code requirements for cyanide suppliers. The German production operation in Wesseling also has been audited in accordance with the requirements of the code. 

Harenburg says his company is going a step beyond compliance with the code. “We offer complete support to our customers, the mining companies, in implementing the Cyanide Management Code," he said. 

The ICMI is the first to acknowledge that the code has its limitations. It focuses exclusively on the safe management of cyanide and cyanidation mill tailings and leach solutions and does not address all safety or environmental activities of gold mining operations such as the design and construction of tailings impoundments or long term closure and rehabilitation of mining operations. 

In addition, compliance with the code is not intended to and does not replace, contravene or alter the requirements of any national, state or local governmental law or regulations, the ICMI states. 

The full text of the code is found at: http://www.cyanidecode.org.

BBC

Aral catastrophe recorded in DNA 
By David Shukman 
BBC science correspondent in Muynak, Uzbekistan 


Fresh fears have been raised about the health of populations living near the shrinking Aral Sea in central Asia. 
A new study has now found high levels of DNA damage that could explain the region's abnormally high cancer rates. 

This comes as the latest estimates say the Aral Sea is receding so rapidly it could vanish within the next 15 years. 

Once the world's fourth largest inland body of water, the sea has been drained by a poorly managed irrigation system that supplies water to cotton crops. 

Toxic mix 
If ever there was an example of manmade ecological and human catastrophe, the Aral Sea and the dusty, salt-encrusted lands around it must be the most vivid anywhere on the planet. 

In fact, it is no longer true to talk of the sea as a single entity. In the late 1980s, its level fell so low that the centuries-old body of water divided into two. 

In the last eight years, the sea has fallen another 5m (16ft) and soon you can expect official confirmation that the larger of its two parts has been divided again. 

What is left when these seas retreat is a vision of environmental apocalypse: vast stretches of desert, laden with heavy doses of salt and burdened with a toxic mix of chemical residues washed down over the decades from the farms upstream. 

Gone are the cooling breezes that once made the town of Muynak attractive. 

This fishing port used to boast busy docks and the largest fish processing plant in the Soviet Union. 

Now the sea is only reached after a long day's driving over harsh terrain. The jobs have disappeared and even the cleanest water is dangerously salty. 

Cancer rates 
Dust blows everywhere and carries with it toxins that enter the food chain. 

CONSEQUENCES OF SHRINKAGE 

Aral has moved 100-150km away from the original shore 

Fishery - 44,000 tonnes per year - has totally collapsed 

42,000 sq km of new salty desert emerged since 1966 

Diseases - cholera, typhus, gastritis, blood cancer 

Highest child mortality rate in the former USSR 

The impact on public health is devastating. Malnutrition is rife as are conditions including anaemia and TB. 

Most alarming is a rate of a particular form of cancer - cancer of the oesophagus - that is the highest in the world. 

Up to 80% of cancer victims in the region suffer this form of cancer. 

For years the likely cause has been suspected to be the intensive use of pesticides and herbicides on the vast cotton fields to the south of the Aral Sea. Now new research appears to provide support for that. 

Dr Spencer Wells, of the National Geographic Society and formerly Oxford University's Wellcome Trust Centre for Human Genetics, studied DNA samples taken from the local population and found widespread genetic damage. 

The study focused on the level of a marker known as 8-OHdG and showed rates of damage 3.5 times higher than seen in samples from the US. 

In the wind 
In farm workers, those closest to the agricultural chemicals, the rate increased to 5 times. 

According to Dr Wells, the implications of this could be long lasting. 

"This means not only that people are more likely to get cancer but also that their children and grandchildren are too," he told BBC News Online. 

What is not proven is whether the genetic mutations found in the adults are indeed passed on to later generations. That will take further study. 

In the meantime, the cancer wards in the main hospital in the provincial capital Nukus are overburdened. 

One patient is 61-year-old Saparbey Kazahbaev, a biologist who has spent the last 30 years living beside the Aral Sea and studying the effects of its decline. 

He is now recovering from surgery to remove a tumour from his oesophagus. 

Too weak to raise himself from his bed, he explained in a rasping voice how the poisonous salts in the air have a double effect on humans. 

First they enter the respiratory system; second they enter the food chain through plants and animals that are eaten. 

'No alternative' 
The government of Uzbekistan denies it has a major healthcare problem on its hands. 

The worst affected region falls in the province of Karakalpakstan and the region's deputy health minister, Atajan Hamraev, admitted there were problems but said they were under control. 

We asked him whether it was wise to continue growing cotton, given the way it soaks up all the water that used to flow into the Aral Sea and the new evidence of health risks from the chemicals sprayed on the crops. 

His response was defiant: cotton is Uzbekistan's biggest export earner. 

Mr Hamraev said that stopping the growing of cotton would make public health worse and leave stomachs empty. "There's no alternative," he said. 

So the cotton fields are busy, the sea shrinks and the hospitals struggle to cope. 

 __________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Latino Lives, Health At Risk From Environmental Politics 
WASHINGTON, DC, June 30, 2004 (ENS) - Maria Nolasco is raising three grandchildren who were poisoned by lead paint. She lives in Bushwick, a low income section of Brooklyn, New York where houses colored with toxic lead paint are common. Many Bushwick children suffer from lead poisoning, which brings permanent brain damage, learning disabilities, and behavioral problems. 

In Salinas, California, former farmworker Jorge Fernandez is living with blurred vision, head, throat, ear and abdomen aches, and rashes after working for 12 years with the pesticide methyl bromide in the fields of California and Arizona. "I was never informed that this was harmful," says Fernández, who has been unable to work since September 2003. 
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Maria Nolasco speaks about lead poisoning of her grandchildren at a March 25, 2002 press conference. (Photo by Andrew Goldberg courtesy NY Coalition to End Lead Poisoning)
Nolasco and Fernandez are two of the people coping with environmental health problems who are featured in the Sierra Club's first "Latino Communities at Risk Report," released on Tuesday from the national organization's Washington, DC headquarters. 

The Sierra Club says the report and a companion Spanish language television ad detail "the cumulative impact of harmful Bush administration environmental policies on Hispanic communities." 

"While Americans are diverted by war and millions of job losses, the Bush administration is quietly stripping protections from our air, water and lands, seriously threatening our health and heritage and putting Latino communities at risk," said Robbie Cox, Sierra Club board member and former president. 

The report features stories of people across the country - in Las Vegas, Nevada; Milwaukee, Wisconsin; Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; St. Petersburg, Florida; Fajardo, Puerto Rico; Fresno, California; Blanco, New Mexico; Tar Heel, North Carolina; Tucson, Arizona; and Reynosa, Mexico. 

And the report tells the story of Fernandez and his fellow farmworker Guillermo Ruiz who are suffering from asthma linked to pollution of the air by the pesticide and soil fumigant methyl bromide. 
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Jorge Fernandez and Guillermo Ruiz have health problems related to methyl bromide exposure. (Photo courtesy Sierra Club)
Ruiz, who has also been out of work since September 2003 due to methyl bromide exposure, says, "They would just give us a pair of plastic pants and a paper mask which provided no protection. There were days when I could not speak because within a couple of hours the gas would burn your throat." 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) rates methyl bromide in the most powerful class of toxic chemicals. In California alone, 18 people have died and hundreds have been poisoned by it. 

The Sierra Club blames the Bush administration for incidences of asthma related to methyl bromide. Earlier this year the administration requested and was granted exemptions from the Montreal Protocol that will allow the continued use of thousands of pounds of methyl bromide on agricultural fields although the chemical is supposed to be banned in 2005 because it depletes the ozone layer. 

The administration acted at the request of the growers, who say affordable althernatives to methyl bromide do not exist, but it is the workers, the majority of them Latinos, who bear the brunt of the methyl bromide exposure. 

"We get to do this job just because we are Mexicans," Fernández says. "Why doesn't Mr. Bush come and do it instead?" 

Asthma mortality rates are higher than average in the Latino community, and asthma attacks are the leading cause of school absence. Still, the Sierra Club says, "the Bush administration has weakened Clean Air Act protections, which will likely increase asthma related air pollution." 

Lead paint is a major source of lead poisoning for children and can also affect adults, according to the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission. In children, lead poisoning can cause irreversible brain damage and can impair mental functioning. It can retard mental and physical development and reduce attention span. It can also retard fetal development even at extremely low levels of lead. 

U.S. law prohibited lead in paint as of 1978, so new paint is free of lead. But in older buildings, such as those in the once grand Bushwick section of Brooklyn, expensive lead paint was used because of its superior coating qualities that protected the wood from weathering. 

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, a federal agency based in Atlanta, was scheduled to consider stronger standards for lead poisoning, but has taken no action. 

The Sierra Club and other environmental groups and Congressional Democrats such as Representative Henry Waxman, say the stalling began when the Bush administration appointed people with direct ties to the lead industry to oversee regulatory action. 

Flecks of its original red and gold leaded paint are still on the bay window of an older home in the Bushwick section of Brooklyn. (Photo courtesy Forgotten New York)
The Health and Human Services Department (HHS) rejected several experts that the CDC's own staff scientists had recommended for the committee in favor of people more likely to oppose tightening the standard. At least two of the new appointees had direct financial ties to the lead industry. 

Specifically, HHS failed to reappoint Dr. Michael Weitzman of the University of Rochester and rejected the nominations of Dr. Bruce Lanphear of the University of Cincinatti and Dr. Susan Klitzman of the Hunter College School of Health Sciences. These scientists have each published numerous papers in the scientific literature on lead poisoning. 

In their place, HHS proposed several individuals with ties to the lead industry, including Dr. William Banner, who has served as an expert witness for Sherwin-Williams paint company, a maker of lead paint, and Dr. Joyce Tsuji, who worked for two companies that represented lead firms. 

Dr. Banner testified in a 2001 court case that a lead level of 70 micrograms per deciliter of blood is safe for children’s brains. This position is not shared by any expert or scientific organization independent of the lead industry. 

The current federal blood lead level which defines lead poisoning is 10 micrograms of lead per deciliter. But since poisoning may occur at lower levels than previously thought, various federal agencies are considering whether this level should be lowered further so that lead poisoning prevention programs will have the latest information on testing children for lead poisoning. 

Dr. Sergio Piomelli, another new member of the CDC committee, said at the October 2002 meeting, “Before some reporter detects it, I would like you to know that I was called a few months ago from somebody in the lead industry ... and asked if I don’t mind if they nominated me for this committee. I said, ‘Yes.'" 

Stronger lead paint regulations would have helped María Nolasco of Brooklyn in her fight for a citywide lead law that would save other children from the same fate as her three lead poisoned grandchildren. 

Working with Make the Road by Walking, a Bushwick based organization, Nolasco and other community leaders, along with Sierra Club's local Environmental Justice Committee, joined with the New York City Coalition to End Lead Poisoning - a network of medical doctors, labor unions, and environmental, tenant and low income housing groups. They advocated for a stronger city law to prevent childhood lead poisoning. 

Some Latino families are enjoying energy efficient, new solar equipped homes. Jose Luis Valdez Garcia and his family in front of their Earth Smart Home built by Habitat for Humanity of Denver, Colorado. September 1999. (Photo by Greg Christman courtesy NREL)
The coalition had hoped the federal government would change the regulations in favor of greater protection, but the CDC's standard for lead paint has not changed. 

Nolasco said, "Lead poisoning has been devastating to the children, to me and to our entire family." 

"Every community, every person deserves environmental protection," said Alejandro Queral, Sierra Club advisor to the Environmental Partnerships program. "The Bush administration should strictly enforce existing environmental laws, and use modern technology to protect all of our communities so that our kids have clean water to drink and clean air to breathe." 

The Sierra Club says America's Latino community is "disproportionately at risk." 

The report cites studies showing that Latino communities are located in the most polluted areas of cities. They show:

· Three out of every five Latinos live in communities near uncontrolled toxic waste sites. 

· Eighty percent of Latinos live in the 437 counties with the country's worst air, compared to 57 percent of Anglos and 65 percent of African Americans. 

· Ninety percent of farm workers are Latinos and are exposed to toxic pesticides. 

To see the Latino Communities at Risk Report," online in Spanish or English or to view the companion Spanish-language television ad, visit: www.sierraclub.org/comunidades __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reuters

More sharks to be put on endangered "Red List"


JOHANNESBURG - More shark and ray species are to be classified as endangered on a global watch list in another sign that the planet's oceans are in trouble, a leading scientist said yesterday. 

Overfishing and a soaring demand for shark fin are the prime culprits behind the threats facing the creatures. 

"The situation in many other cases is more serious than we realised...shark populations are in decline globally," said Dr Rachel Cavanagh, Programme Officer for the Shark Specialist Group with the IUCN (World Conservation Union). 

Cavanagh said the additions would be made after a meeting earlier this month of shark experts in Florida. 

"At least 10 more shark and ray species will be added to the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species," she told Reuters by telephone from her UK office. 

The Swiss-based IUCN's Red List - a respected wildlife barometer widely used by scientists and conservationists - currently classifies 82 sharks and rays as threatened. 

The classifications are vulnerable, endangered or critically endangered. Animals in these categories are considered to be threatened with extinction. Cavanagh said one of the ocean's most feared predators, the powerful great white shark, was itself under grave threat. 

"The great white shark, already considered as vulnerable globally, may turn out to be more threatened than previously assumed, and will be classified as threatened," she said. 

Great whites are mostly found off the coasts of South Africa, California and Australia. 

"Overfishing and a lack of management are the biggest threats to sharks. The trade in fins has rocketed over the past two decades with no controls," Cavanagh said. 

Estimates put the number of sharks netted for the lucrative fin trade at millions annually though no hard figures exist. 

Fishermen often hack off the valuable fins, prized in soups in Asia, and discard the rest of the bloodied animal. New species to be "red listed" include the oceanic whitetip shark of the Gulf of Mexico and New England's thorny skate. The plight of the sharks is another example of the sorry state of the world's seas. Nearly 75 percent of the world's oceans are considered overfished or fished to the limit. 

But Cavanagh said there was some good news. 

"Some species are rebuilding off North America such as black-tipped sharks due to stringent management," she said. 

Story by Ed Stoddard 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
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*
Annan meets Sudanese officials and US Secretary Powell to discuss Darfur crisis

*
UN seeks $90 million to repatriate 500,000 Sudanese when war in south ends

*
Investigators head to Sierra Leone to probe UN helicopter crash 

*
West Africa full of potential but states are fragile, Security Council told

*
Annan welcomes coalition agreement on new Cambodian government

*
UN envoy urges Israel to end flights over southern Lebanon

*
Annan appeals to Israelis and Palestinians to fulfil Road Map obligations

*
Nigerian state to resume polio immunization scheme next month – UN agency

*
UN hails Global Fund approval of $2.9 billion to fight AIDS, TB and malaria

*
Côte d’Ivoire: UN and Government sign accord on peacekeeping force

*
More trees on farms can reduce hunger and restore degraded land, UN says

*
UN inaugurates library in Kenya named in honour of Sergio Vieira de Mello 

*
UNESCO chief condemns murder of Bangladeshi journalist

*
UN cultural agency designates additions to World Heritage List

* * * * 

Sudan

30 June – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan held talks today with Sudanese Government ministers and United States Secretary of State Colin Powell about the humanitarian crisis in the Darfur region as he began a three-day fact-finding visit to Africa’s largest country.

After arriving in Khartoum this morning on a flight from Qatar, Mr. Annan discussed the situation in Darfur with senior officials from UN agencies and non-government organizations (NGOs) based in the Sudanese capital.

The meetings focused on the obstacles that aid workers face as they try to bring relief to the estimated two million people affected by the Darfur crisis, according to a UN spokesman.

Mr. Annan later spoke to Mr. Powell, who is also visiting Sudan to study the Darfur crisis first-hand, about what steps are being taken by the international community to relieve the suffering.

UN agencies and NGOs have warned of a large death toll by the end of the year unless more humanitarian aid gets through to civilians.

More than one million people are internally displaced and at least another 150,000 others have become refugees in neighbouring Chad since Government forces started fighting two Darfur rebel groups early last year.

During a separate meeting Mr. Annan asked a group of Sudanese Cabinet members to help disarm the Janjaweed militias and to remove all impediments to humanitarian relief, such as delays in granting visas to aid workers or releasing essential equipment from customs.

The Janjaweed, bands of Arab fighters that are often armed or recruited by Khartoum, have also attacked Darfur’s black African population. Two UN reports last month found that the Janjaweed had committed many human rights abuses, including killings, rapes and the destruction of villages.

Tonight the Secretary-General is scheduled to attend a working dinner hosted by Sudan’s First Vice-President, Ali Osman Mohamed Taha. He will then travel to Darfur tomorrow to inspect camps for internally displaced people (IDPs).

Mr. Annan is visiting Sudan as part of a three-week official trip that is taking in the Middle East, Africa, Asia and Europe.

Meanwhile, the World Food Programme (WFP) today began an airlift of food supplies from the Ethiopian capital, Addis Ababa, to Darfur. The WFP plans to transport 2,000 tons of enriched flour during the airlift from Addis Ababa – enough to feed about 300,000 people for a month.

* * *

Sudan

30 June – As it prepares for the potential return of more than 500,000 people to southern Sudan if the current peace talks succeed in ending the civil war, the United Nations refugee agency has appealed for $90 million to handle the expected influx.

Kamel Morjane, Assistant High Commissioner at the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), told reporters yesterday in Geneva that the funds are necessary to run a two-year programme helping southern Sudanese return home from at least seven different countries.

Negotiators for the Sudanese Government and the rebel Sudan People’s Liberation Movement (SPLM) are holding talks in Kenya in a bid to reach a comprehensive peace agreement that would end a 21-year civil war in Sudan’s south, the longest-running conflict on the continent.

Senior UN officials have said recently they are confident an agreement will be reached in the next few months, especially after the two sides initialled three protocols earlier this year.

Mr. Morjane said spontaneous repatriation has already started, particularly from northern Uganda, which is itself unstable and dangerous because of civil conflict.

“Although peace [in southern Sudan] is not yet final, we feel that there are solid grounds for optimism, and we must be fully prepared to repatriate, receive and reintegrate those refugees who wish to do so,” he said.

Mr. Morjane said any repatriation scheme would face major challenges, given the lack of infrastructure and economic opportunities in the region.

* * *

Sierra Leone

30 June – Teams of investigators from the United Nations and the Russian Federation are on their way to Sierra Leone’s capital, Freetown, to open an official investigation of yesterday’s helicopter crash that apparently killed two dozen UN workers, a spokesman for the world body said today.

The UN peacekeeping mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL) continued recovery operations today, though hampered by near-inaccessible jungle. UN troops managed, nonetheless, to secure the site where the Russian MI-8 plane crashed not far from the town of Yengema, spokesman Stephane Dujarric told journalists at UN headquarters.

The 24 presumed dead included 14 members of Pakistan’s UNAMSIL contingent, one member of the Bangladeshi contingent, six civilians and three crew members, he said.

* * *

West Africa

30 June – West Africa is full of potential, but the fragility of its states has brought on a cycle in which there is no sustainable development without security, and little security or stability without development, British Ambassador Emyr Jones Parry said today as he reported on a Security Council fact-finding trip to seven countries in the region.

Stopping in a different capital or major city every day, the 14-member delegation, led by Mr. Jones Parry, held talks in Accra, Ghana; Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire; Monrovia, Liberia; Freetown, Sierra Leone; Abuja, Nigeria; Bissau, Guinea-Bissau; and Conakry, Guinea; focusing especially on UN peacekeeping missions in Côte d’Ivoire, Liberia and Sierra Leone.

He reminded the Council that in 2015 UN members would review the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), which address global problems such as extreme poverty and hunger, and Africa was way off track compared to most of Asia and Latin America.

Meanwhile, the West African region risked having problems that had been solved in one country migrate to its neighbour, he said. For this reason, the mission had gone beyond simple issues and had addressed such regional problems as human rights violations, small arms trafficking, the inequitable situation for women, poverty, HIV/AIDS, refugees and the demobilization, disarmament and reintegration of ex-combatants.

In Accra, the mission learned that the Economic Community for West African States (ECOWAS), now chaired by Ghana and already active in peacekeeping, intended to establish a stand-by force, he said.

For the first time since the signing of the 2003 Linas-Marcoussis peace agreement for Côte d’Ivoire, the signatories had been brought together to review their progress towards the goal of holding elections by 2005, he said.

The mission had been impressed by the improved security situation in Liberia and stressed that there should be no impunity for those who faced indictments, he said.

Sending condolences to the bereaved families of those UN workers who died yesterday in a helicopter crash in Sierra Leone, he said increasing that country’s capacity to manage its own security and defence was only one of the challenges it was facing as the UN mission, UNAMSIL, was gradually drawn down.

In Nigeria, President Olusegun Obasanjo underscored the importance of international support for the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD), an economic programme drawn up by himself and South African President Thabo Mbeki.

* * *

Cambodia

30 June – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today welcomed the signing of a coalition agreement by Cambodia’s two main political parties that paves the way for the formation of a new government.

The accord between the Cambodian People’s Party and the United National Front for an Independent, Neutral, Peaceful and Cooperative Cambodia  (FUNCINPEC) was signed today in the capital Phnom Penh nearly a year after elections were held.

“It is [Mr. Annan’s] sincere hope that the agreement will be quickly formalized by the appropriate organs, so that a new government will be established as soon as possible,” a statement issued by a UN spokesman said.

* * *

Middle East

30 June – Reacting to a spate of air violations by Israel which brought anti-aircraft fire from Lebanese territory, a United Nations envoy to the region today called for an end to the overflights.

Staffan de Mistura, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Personal Representative for Southern Lebanon, voiced “deep concern over the continuing and numerous Israeli air violations of the Blue Line,” which marks the line of withdrawal between Lebanon and Israel.

On Tuesday 11 Israeli air violations were recorded, with reports indicating that jets flew over areas of southern Lebanon and the western Bekaa. Anti-aircraft fire from Lebanese territory followed.

Warning of a “high escalatory potential that threatens the calm that all parties have stated they seek,” Mr. de Mistura repeated his call on the Israeli authorities to halt their air violations.

The UN “reminds all parties of their obligations to refrain from any violation of the Blue Line, and that one violation cannot justify another,” he stressed in a statement released in Beirut.

* * *

Middle East

30 June – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan has appealed to the Israelis and the Palestinians to fulfil their obligations under international law and the Road Map, a widely endorsed plan for peace in the Middle East.

“Israel should cease its practice of extrajudicial killings, excessive use of force, and other practices which violate its obligations as an occupying power to protect the civilian population,” he said in a message to a UN conference in South Africa on the rights of the Palestinian people.

At the same time, “the Palestinian Authority should take decisive action to halt all acts of terrorism against Israeli civilians. It should also take steps to reform Palestinian security forces and empower the position of Prime Minister,” he added in a statement that was read out by Peter Hansen, Commissioner-General of the UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA).

The two-day conference, which opened Tuesday in Cape Town, was organized by the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People.

The Secretary-General also expressed concern over the construction of the barrier in the West Bank, noting that the project, which ran contrary to the spirit of the Road Map, had resulted in the confiscation of Palestinian land and restrictions on the freedom of movement of people and goods, thus threatening the establishment of a viable and independent Palestinian State.

The Road Map is sponsored by the UN, European Union, Russian Federation and United States, and calls for Israel and the Palestinians to take a series of parallel and reciprocal steps leading to two States living side-by-side in peace by 2005.

Mr. Annan said the declared intention of the Israeli Government to withdraw from all Gaza settlements and parts of the West Bank could provide a rare moment of opportunity in the search for peace in the Middle East.

During the ensuing discussion, Mr. Hansen said more and more donors questioned the feasibility of continuing assistance to the occupied territory and considered the situation to be a lost cause. The humanitarian community could not keep pace with Israeli destruction, he added, appealing to all to press doors to maintain their contributions.

For his part, John Dugard, the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the occupied Palestinian territory, drew an analogy with apartheid. He said the pass laws which had determined the right of Africans to move and reside in so-called white areas were prototypes of the special permits required by Palestinians to live in their own homes in some areas to reach their farm land, and to visit family living elsewhere.

* * *

Polio

30 June – The authorities in the last northern Nigerian state to resume polio immunization campaigns have informed the United Nations World Health Organization (WHO) that vaccinations will begin early next month, ending the suspension that had led to the rapid spread of the disease across sub-Saharan Africa.

The Governor of Kano state, Ibrahim Shekarau, has asked WHO to help plan and implement the immunization campaign, which the UN agency says is critical to helping contain the epidemic that has infected 10 previously polio-free countries.

Kano and several other northern Nigerian states suspended polio immunization schemes late last year after local religious and community leaders said they had concerns about the safety of the oral vaccine. Every other state has resumed vaccinations and Mr. Shekarau had told WHO officials that he now accepts the vaccine is safe.

WHO Director-General Lee Jong-wook said the ongoing suspension in northern Nigeria has placed thousands of African children at risk of paralysis from polio.

Referring to the Global Polio Eradication Initiative, a mass immunization programme which started in 1988 and has cut the number of polio-endemic countries from 125 to six, Dr. Lee said it was vital to restart operations in Kano and swiftly increase the population’s immunity.

“If the campaigns were not resumed in Kano, a 20-year, $3 billion effort involving 20 million people to eradicate polio would be in jeopardy,” he said.

WHO is holding talks with polio experts about what other measures could be taken to try to rein in the continuing spread of the latest epidemic. Last week, authorities in the Darfur region of Sudan confirmed a child has been paralyzed by polio, the first such case in the country in three years. Cases have also been confirmed in Benin, Botswana, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Chad, Côte d’Ivoire, Ghana and Togo.

WHO is also warning foreign travellers to northern Nigeria that they remain at high risk of contracting polio, and urged them to make sure they have updated vaccinations.

* * *

Global Fund

30 June – The Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria today approved new grants totalling $2.9 billion, drawing immediate praise from the United Nations.

“We believe that the grants that were approved today will be a significant step forward to helping millions of people around the world to cope with the world’s worst epidemics,” said UN spokesman Farhan Haq.

He noted that the new funds would help push forward the fight against AIDS, TB and malaria by putting 932,000 people on antiretroviral treatment for HIV/AIDS, and financing 123 million Artemisinin-based Combination Therapies (ACT) anti-malarial treatments, 44 million impregnated bed nets and Directly Observed Therapy Shortcourse (DOTS) treatment for 640,000 new tuberculosis patients.

This is the fourth round of grant approvals since the Global Fund was established in 2002 at the initiative of UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan. In total, $3 billion has been disbursed for 310 grants in 129 countries.

More than 85 per cent of the grants announced today will go to low-income countries, the Global Fund said. Just under half will be for HIV/AIDS, while 40 per cent will be spent on malaria.

The Fund’s Executive Director, Richard Feachem, said the grants, while only a start, would have a measurable impact. “We expect to see a noticeable reduction in mortality in a few years, in particular from malaria,” he said.

The Global Fund is a public-private partnership involving governments, civil society, the private sector and affected communities. It works in close collaboration with other bilateral and multilateral organizations to supplement existing efforts dealing with the three diseases.

* * *

Côte d’Ivoire

30 June – The United Nations and the Government of Côte d’Ivoire have signed an agreement on the world body’s work in the West African country, the UN peacekeeping operation there (ONUCI) announced today.

The signing in Abidjan on Tuesday was attended by the Ivorian Foreign Minister, Bamba Mamadou, and UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative, Albert Tévoédjrè.

At the ceremony, the Foreign Minister reaffirmed Côte d’Ivoire’s full support for the work of the UN. He also called on the country’s people to join the international community and the UN in implementing the key Security Council resolution on Côte d’Ivoire. 

That measure authorized a full one-year peacekeeping operation for Côte d’Ivoire and mandated nearly 7,000 UN personnel to monitor the country’s comprehensive ceasefire agreement.

At the signing, Mr. Tévoédjrè voiced appreciation for the Foreign Minister’s call and pledged the UN’s full support for the peace process.

* * *

FAO

30 June – With about 75 percent of the world’s poor – some 1.2 billion people – living in rural areas, growing trees on farms can help alleviate poverty by providing income and food as well as restore degraded land, the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) said today. 

“Smallholder farmers are under increasing threat of food insecurity due to land degradation caused by extreme weather conditions, growing population pressure and inappropriate farming systems,” Assistant Director-General of the FAO Forestry Department Hosny El Lakany said in a message to participants at the week-long First World Congress of Agroforestry being held in Orlando, Florida.

But this can be tackled by growing trees on farms, he added, helping the rural poor to improve soil fertility and providing them with fruits, leaves, nuts and spices that are important components of their diet, particularly in times of food shortages. 

Trees, which also provide wood products, medicine and forage, are an important source of income and energy for the rural poor, with more than 2 billion people using wood as fuel, FAO said. Diversifying income-generation from natural resources is key to the sustainability of small farms.

By addressing food security, household nutrition and income generation, FAO expects to help farmers reduce the need to open new forests and woodlands for cultivation, thus allowing the rehabilitation of degraded and deforested areas.

In the last two decades, the need to grow more food and improve living conditions has forced small farmers, often at risk of hunger, to strive for maximum production from the fragile ecosystems. This has resulted in widespread land degradation and soil fertility decline, exacerbating poverty and sometimes generating conflicts over scarce resources. More than 60 percent of degraded land is in Asia and Africa.

FAO has been assisting countries to improve the livelihoods of the rural poor by designing policies and developing field projects on agroforestry. These include a two-year community based project in northern Namibia that has enabled farmers to select, plant and manage fruit trees, and a plan in Viet Nam to diversify agricultural output by planting trees on farms.

* * *

Sergio Vieira de Mello

30 June – The United Nations today inaugurated a new library at its African headquarters in Nairobi, Kenya, named in honour of former UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Sergio Vieira de Mello, who was murdered in a terrorist attack last year while serving as Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative in Iraq.

The library honours 243 staff members who have died in the service of the world body, including those killed together with Mr. Vieira de Mello in the attack on the UN’s Baghdad headquarters on 19 August 2003.

“There can be no finer tribute,” Klaus Toepfer, Director General of the UN Office at Nairobi and Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), said at the launching ceremony. “A library is a centre for learning. If we are to deliver a more tolerant world in which the values of peace and humanity defeat the bullet and the bomb, then we must increase knowledge and learning, particularly for those with little or no access including the poor and women.”

Anna Tibaijuka, Executive Director of UN-HABITAT, said Mr. Vieira de Mello would be particularly pleased that the library will benefit Africans, given his work as UN Regional Humanitarian Coordinator for the Great Lakes Region of Africa and in Mozambique.

“More than most, he realized how important it is to develop the people of the continent in order to ensure a peaceful future,” she added. “In today’s world, I feel sure that the physical location of the library will not limit the service that can be provided. This library will greatly benefit the East African region and beyond.”

The library, which houses the collections of several UN agencies in Kenya, will provide computer access to thousands of electronic journals in various fields.

In a separate development, a “Service of Thanksgiving and Hope” was held in the United Kingdom today in tribute to the memory of those who died in the 19 August bombing.

In a message to the gathering, the Secretary-General indicated that he would soon name a new envoy to Iraq “to replace my dear friend Sergio Vieira de Mello whom you are remembering today.”

Mr. Annan pledged to take “all possible precautions” to protect the new Special Representative and associated UN personnel. “I ask you to join me in praying for their safety and success, as I join you today in praying for the future of the Iraqi people,” he said in the message, which was delivered by his Director of Communications, Edward Mortimer. 

* * *

UNESCO

30 June – Declaring journalism a vital element for democracy, the head of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) today condemned the murder of a Bangladeshi editor who had denounced far-left movements for turning into criminal gangs.

UNESCO Director-General Koïchiro Matsuura called on the authorities to punish those guilty for the death of Humayun Kabir Balu, editor of the regional daily Dainik Janmabhumi, who was killed on 24 June in Khulna, in south-west Bangladesh, when three bombs were thrown at him as he got out of his car in front of the paper’s offices. It was the second murder of a journalist in Khulna in six months. 

“Democracy needs freedom of expression but freedom of expression is nothing if there is no rule of law,” Mr. Matsuura said. “When journalists are attacked with impunity by armed gangs and criminals of all kinds, they can no longer exercise their profession which is so essential for democracy.”

In January, Manik Shaha, a veteran journalist and press freedom activist known for his bold reporting on criminal gangs, drug traffickers and Maoist insurgents, was killed in Khulna when assailants stopped his car and threw a bomb at him.

According to the organization Reporters Without Borders, at least 14 journalists have been killed over the past 10 years in south and southwestern Bangladesh.

* * *

World Heritage List

30 June – One of the world’s fastest glaciers and a rainforest with thousands of plant species are among the natural sites designated for conservation, while a royal mud pyramid in sub-Saharan Africa and a European fortification in North Africa have joined the listed world’s cultural heritage in architecture, the United Nations said today.

The 21-member World Heritage Committee of the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), meeting in Suzhou, China, has so far added five new addresses to the World Heritage natural sites, bringing the number to 154, and three to the cultural sites, bringing that number to 585.

The committee, chaired by Deputy Education Minister and Chairperson of China’s UNESCO National Commission Zhang Xinsheng, has been considering 48 nominations during its 28th session.

The cultural sites added so far include a 17-metre-high mud pyramid built in 1495 in what is now Mali. It marks the grave of Emperor Askia Mohamed of Songhai, the ruler who made Islam the religion of his West African Sahelian territory. 

The mud tower-houses, or takienta, of the Batammariba in Koutammakou, northeastern Togo, and neighbouring Benin were also new to the list.

The Portuguese 16th-century colonial city of Mazagan, renamed El Jadida in Morocco, was listed as an early example of European Renaissance military design.

The Ilulissat Icefjord in Greenland, administered by Denmark, and the 2.5 million-hectare Tropical Rainforest Heritage of Sumatra, Indonesia, with its 10,000 plant species, 580 kinds of birds and 37 kinds of mammals, were added to the list of natural sites.

In the Russian Federation, the committee chose the Wrangel Island Reserve for its extraordinary number of Pacific walruses and closely spaced polar bear dens. 

The area of the high, conical volcanoes called the Pitons on the Caribbean island of St. Lucia and the unique landscape of the Cape Floral Region in South Africa also joined the nature list.

* *** *

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Stephane Dujarric, Associate Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon.

Apologies for the delay.

**Secretary-General in Sudan
The Secretary-General is in Sudan today.  He arrived in Khartoum from Doha, Qatar, this morning.

Immediately upon arrival, he was briefed by his staff on the situation on the ground in the Sudan.  And that included briefings from his Special Representative Jan Pronk, as well as Jan Egeland, the UN’s Humanitarian Relief Coordinator.

He also met with UN agency heads who are based in Khartoum, as well as with more than a dozen representatives of NGOs who work as UN partners in the relief effort.  They discussed the obstacles to delivering aid to the more than a million people affected by the crisis in Darfur. 

The Secretary-General also met with a delegation of Sudanese cabinet ministers.  He asked for their cooperation in the disarming of the militias who are currently wreaking havoc in Darfur.  He also asked the Sudanese cabinet ministers to remove all obstacles to the international relief effort, which includes the importation of trucks, radios and other essential equipment, as well as the lifting of obstacles to the granting of visas to humanitarian workers.

Later on in the day, the Secretary-General met at KhartoumAirport with U.S. Secretary of State Colin Powell, who had just himself returned from a visit to a camp for internally displaced persons in Darfur.  He briefed the Secretary-General on the measures that the U.S. would be asking the Government of Sudan to take in relief of this crisis.  The Secretary-General then briefed the Secretary of State on his meetings with the Government of Sudan.

This evening, the Secretary-General will attend a working dinner hosted by Sudan’s First Vice-President, Ali Osman Mohamed Taha. And tomorrow, the Secretary-General will travel to internally displaced camps in the Darfur region of the Sudan.

**Sudan – Human Rights
Continuing on the Sudan, there is ample evidence that Sudan’s Government has helped to perpetuate grave violations of human rights in Darfur.  This according to UN special rapporteur Asma Jahangir; she told the press yesterday.  She said in her briefing that she had seen “indications of crimes against humanity”, including signs that some militia groups in Darfur had been armed, sponsored and even trained by the Government.

Jahangir, the special rapporteur dealing with extrajudicial, arbitrary or summary executions, visited Sudan earlier this month, and said she would release a report on her findings by the end of July.  She said that, while it was difficult to assess how many people had been killed in Darfur, nearly every third or fourth family she had interviewed had told her that they had lost someone in the recent killings.

**Darfur
The World Food Programme (WFP) today started an airlift of enriched food from the Ethiopian capital, Addis Ababa, to Sudan's North Darfur and South Darfur states to help feed the most vulnerable among some 1 million people uprooted from their homes by conflict.

WFP is accelerating its food deliveries to Darfur and hopes to feed some 700,000 people in June.  WFP estimates that 1.2 million people will need food aid each month until October, when a total of 2 million people will be targeted until December. 

**Sierra Leone - Update
This morning, the UN Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL) has continued its recovery and identification operations at the site of the helicopter crash near Yengema in the eastern part of the country.  The extremely difficult terrain, characterized by thick jungle inaccessible by vehicles, has complicated the operations, but UN troops have managed to secure the site.

Earlier today, we announced a breakdown of the 24 persons who were on board the helicopter that crashed yesterday morning.  The 24 include 14 members of the Pakistani contingent of UNAMSIL, one member of the Bangladeshi contingent, six civilians, as well as three members of the crew.  As we mentioned, it is unlikely that there are any survivors in the accident.  A preliminary investigation is under way.  In addition, the investigation teams of the United Nations and the Russian Federation –- State of Aircraft Registry Office -- are on their way to Freetown to launch an official enquiry.

**Statement Attributable to Spokesman for Secretary-General
And I have a statement on Cambodia:
“The Secretary-General welcomes the signing of a coalition agreement in Phnom Penh on 30 June 2004 between the Cambodian People’s Party and the FUNCINPEC Party to form a new government in Cambodia.  It is his sincere hope that the agreement will be quickly formalized by the appropriate organs, so that a new government will be established as soon as possible.”  The statement is available upstairs.
**Lebanon
From Lebanon, the senior UN official in southern Lebanon, Staffan de Mistura, today reiterated his deep concern over Israeli air violations of the Blue Line.  De Mistura noted that, yesterday, 11 Israeli air violations of the Line were recorded, which were followed by anti-aircraft fire from Lebanese territory across the Line.

He once more stressed, in a statement that we have upstairs, that the cycle of overflights and anti-aircraft fire carries a high potential for escalation.  The United Nations reminds all parties of their obligation to refrain from any violation of the Blue Line.

**Security Council
At 3 p.m. the Security Council is scheduled to be briefed by Ambassador Emyr Jones Parry of the United Kingdom on the Council’s recent mission to West Africa.

**WHO/Nigeria Polio
The Governor of Kano province, in northern Nigeria, has informed the World Health Organization (WHO) that it’ll resume polio immunization campaigns in early July.  The Governor has asked for WHO’s help, and WHO, as well as other partners in the Global Polio Eradication Initiative, have offered their full support.

WHO says the campaigns’ resumption is now critical to quickly increase immunity and to help contain the spread of the disease.  There’re growing concerns around the world about the rate at which the virus continues to spread internationally from northern Nigeria since immunization activities were suspended late last year. 

Ten previously polio-free countries across Africa have now been re-infected, most recently the Sudan, where a case in Darfur was confirmed last week.  And we have a press release available upstairs.

**AIDS Fund
The Board of the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria today approved new grants worth $2.9 billion over five years.  The grants will put more than 932,000 people on anti-retroviral treatment for AIDS, and will also finance 123 million anti-malarial treatments, as well as treatment for 640,000 new tuberculosis patients.  This is the fourth round of grant approvals since the Fund was set up in 2002.

**UNEP/Sergio Library
In Nairobi today, representatives of the Brazilian Government and other dignitaries joined the United Nations family to take part in the launch of the Sergio Vieira de Mello Library.  The Library, now recognized as an official UN Library, is being named in honour of Sergio Vieira de Mello and in recognition of the 243 staff members who’ve died in the service of the UN.

Sergio was the Secretary-General's Special Representative in Iraq when he and 21 others were killed in a bomb blast on 19 August in Baghdad.

**FAO/Trees
The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) says trees grown on farms could help alleviate poverty by providing income and food for poor farmers –- whose livelihoods are increasingly threatened by harsh environmental conditions and land degradation.  That was the FAO’s message today to the First World Congress of Agro Forestry in Orlando, Florida.  We have more information available upstairs.

**UN/July 4 Fireworks
And lastly on a housekeeping note:  The traditional 4 July fireworks display over the East River is a chance to enjoy the show from the United Nations grounds.  The UN has increased security for this event and, as a consequence, there’ll be a reduction in the number of people allowed access for this on 4 July.  
This decision is based on the high-level attendance experienced last year and the way that construction work has altered the grounds.  And we have upstairs details of how you can all get tickets for the event.
That’s it for me, any questions?
Thank you very much.  One question?
**Questions and Answers

Question:   What’s the UN policy on tourists taking pictures inside the UN?
Associate Spokesman:    For the Tour Guides?  It’s not something I know off the top of my head, but I’ll be happy to find out and let you know.
[The Spokesman later announced that tourists on guided tours were allowed to take photographs along the tour route on the second floor, but they were not allowed to take pictures of delegates].
Thank you.
* *** *
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