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Gulf Daily News

Help restore Iraq marshlands plea 

By TARIQ KHONJI

A PLEA to help restore the marshlands of southern Iraq went out in Bahrain yesterday.

The marshlands were drained by then Iraqi President Saddam Hussein after the 1991 Gulf War.

Centre for the Restoration of Iraqi Marshlands director-general Ali Hashim urged the countries of the world to unite to resolve the environmental and humanitarian catastrophe, which is still being felt today.

Mr Hashim said it was impossible to restore 100 per cent of the marshlands, but that he would be happy to see about 75pc rehabilitated.

"Saddam halted the flow of water from the Tigris and Euphrates rivers because rebels had taken refuge there among the marsh Arabs, who themselves were opposed to him," he said.

Mr Hashim was speaking at the opening of a two-day regional meeting by environmental authorities at the Regency Inter Continental Hotel yesterday. 

The meeting is a joint effort organised by the Regional Organisation for the Protection of the Marine Environment and the Geneva-based United Nations Environment Programme.

Also taking part is the Bahrain-based Marine Emergency Mutual Aid Centre.

The Iraqi marsh is considered by many to be the cradle of civilisation. For more than 5,000 years the Marsh Arab culture thrived in the 8,000-square-miles of wetlands fed by the Tigris and the Euphrates rivers.

The marshes boasted hundreds of species of birds and fish and periodic flooding created fertile farmlands.

Some scholars believe the flooded, flat plain was an important part of the development of an agriculture-based culture that helped raise civilisation to new heights.

The vast marsh was identified by some biblical scholars as the site of the fabled Garden of Eden.

ROPME executive director Dr Abdulrahman Al Awadhi said that Iran had an especially important role to play because its marshlands bordering Iraq were also affected.

He added that some of the Marsh Arabs had already started returning to their old home, but that work was needed to encourage them.

Public Commission for the Protection of Marine Resources, Environment and Wildlife director general Dr Ismail Al Madani said that among the most lasting effects of the wars that have devastated the region over the years are the environmental consequences.

_____________________________________________________________________________

A2gay (UK)

27th February

Action On Mercury To Reduce Health Environmential Risks From Heavy Metals

Klaus Toepfer, UNEP's Executive Director, said today: “At the start of this Governing Council I called on governments and delegates to take responsibility for the global environment."

Governments today took an important step forward in reducing the health and environmental risks from mercury, a heavy metal linked with a wide range of medical problems.

Under an expanded mercury programme, they have asked the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) to conduct a study on the amounts of mercury being traded and supplied around the world.

Mercury, a heavy metal linked with effects such as damage to the nervous systems of babies, is used in products such as fluorescent light bulbs, dental fillings and thermometers.

Action is also to be taken on improving the communication of the risks of mercury to vulnerable groups.

These include pregnant mothers whose babies may be at risk if they eat too much mercury-contaminated fish or marine mammals, such as seals.

Governments also agreed to promote “best available techniques” for reducing mercury emissions from chemical factories and other industrial sites.

They agreed to develop partnerships between governments, international organizations, non-governmental organizations and the private sector to reduce mercury pollution, with the first pilot projects to be in place by September this year.

Likely partnerships include ones to reduce emissions of mercury from coal-fired power stations, from chlor-alkali plants and from pollution linked with gold mining.

An estimated 2,000 tonnes of new mercury is released into the environment annually, mainly from coal-fired power stations, waste incinerators and as a result of artisanal mining of gold and silver.

Under the partnerships, governments will make experts and information on environmentally-friendly techniques available to those countries and industries requesting assistance.

The partnership mechanism will also focus on mercury waste and surplus stockpiles, as well as promote research to improve understanding on how mercury moves around the planet.

UNEP has been asked to publicize the success of these partnerships through publicity campaigns and through a dedicated web site.

Governments, who have been attending UNEP's twenty-third Governing Council/Global Ministerial Environment Forum, also agreed to review the success of the new programme in two years time.

Here they will assess whether further action is needed and, if this is deemed so, review a wide range of options including the possibility of a legally binding treaty.

Well over 1,000 delegates attended from close to 140 countries, including Wangari Maathai, the 2004 Nobel Peace Prize winner and Assistant Environment Minister of Kenya.

Klaus Toepfer, UNEP's Executive Director, said today:  “At the start of this Governing Council I called on governments and delegates to take responsibility for the global environment in order to meet the UN Millennium Development Goals on issues such as poverty, water and health.”

“I think we can say that they did this, pushing forward on a wide range of fronts including heavy metals, water and sanitation, gender equality and scientific assessments of this ever-changing world”, he added.

Mr. Toepfer said he was pleased that governments had formally adopted the Bali Strategic Plan for Technology Support and Capacity Building which will help focus UNEP's work, including support for developing countries on the national level in areas ranging from waste and data gathering to environment law and wildlife conservation.

“We have also been given backing for our work on early warning of disasters and catastrophes including tsunamis”, he said.

UNEP's finances have also been strengthened, with governments agreeing to core funding for the organization of $144 million, which “is the best it has ever been”, said Mr. Toepfer.

Indeed, if all sources of funding are calculated, the overall budget for the biennium 2006-2007 is close to $300 million.

Mr. Toepfer said he had also been delighted by the success of the Environment Institute, a new innovation at the Governing Council, which has included training workshops with delegates and guests including members of the Nairobi community.

“We want to be good partners in Kenya and in the city of Nairobi where we are headquartered.  I think the contribution of the well-attended Environment Institute again underlines this”, he added.

Mr. Toepfer also applauded the important contribution of civil society who met just before the Governing Council at the Global Civil Society Forum.

Progress on two other heavy metals was also agreed today, with UNEP requesting to conduct a global assessment of cadmium and lead transport.

Governments want to better understand how the two heavy metals move through the atmosphere, seas and rivers in order to establish whether action at a global level is needed, to address the health and environment effects.

Cadmium, which is found in products such as batteries, is a known toxin linked with respiratory and gastrointestinal problems and, in acute cases, kidney and skeletal effects.

Lead is linked with a variety of health problems including brain damage in young children and effects on the body's cardiovascular and reproductive systems.

_____________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Booming Bushmeat Trade Hits Kenya Wildlife

KENYA: March 1, 2005

VOI, Kenya - Joseph Munyao is worried. Weekly takings are falling steadily at the two butcher shops he owns near Tsavo National Park, Kenya's largest wildlife reserve.

It could be simple economics keeping his customers away.

Drought has cut cattle stocks, forcing up beef prices in this country, East Africa's largest economy, where more than half the population lives on less than a dollar a day.

Or it could be something else. Since 1999, conservationists have found 48,900 wire snares strung across game trails criss-crossing Kenya, famed for its abundant wildlife.

The poachers who set these traps were once after elephant and rhino ivory, but controversial trade bans have shut down those sales.

Now a new kind of illegal game poaching has sprung up in its place. This time the hunters are trapping the animals not for their horn or their hide, but for their meat.

"Kenyans are poor. They do not have the money to buy this beef and goat, but every man wants to eat meat," said Munyao, a smartly dressed father of four sons, at his butchery in Sofia, 220 miles (354 km) southeast of Kenya's capital, Nairobi.

"Now they are eating wild animals from the land and not coming to my shops."

Farm-reared beef sells for 140 Kenyan shillings ($1.80) a kilo (2.2 lb). Poached impala costs a third of that.

A minority of Kenya's 72 tribes have always killed wild animals for food, but recently these small-scale culls have proliferated.

The scope of the problem is not yet fully known, but conservationists say it could endanger Africa's wildlife as much the great herd massacres of the 1970s and 1980s.

HUGE COMMERCIAL TRADE

"Bushmeat hunting has evolved from a low-level subsistence activity to a huge commercial trade," said Winnie Kiiru of the London-based Born Free Foundation, a conservation group.

"It was thought to be predominantly a West African issue, but it's becoming apparent that the illegal sale of bushmeat is an emerging industry in East Africa.

"It is now supplying urban and even international markets, posing what some scientists believe to be the biggest threat facing wildlife populations in many African countries."

Privately Kenya Wildlife Service (KWS) staff say as many as one million animals are dying in the snares each year. If each animal yields five kilos of meat, the industry could be worth $5 million to $9 million a year.

Fearing a slump in tourism, KWS does not provide official statistics on how many animals are killed. Tourism employs 500,000 in Kenya and is its second-biggest foreign exchange earner, worth $338 million a year.

"It is difficult to get an accurate figure, but an estimate of a million animals a year is plausible," said David Manoa at The Born Free Foundation.

Back on a game trail near Tsavo National Park, Isaac Maina paused on his morning patrol, his eyes fixed just ahead to a gap between two thorn bushes.

He squatted and used a stick to hook a circle of wire the size of a CD from where it was fixed to a low branch.

This simple noose fashioned from stolen telephone wire, which tightens each time an animal struggles to get free, was the eighth his team had found in less than 90 minutes.

Thousands like it lie in wait across Kenya, designed for every animal from the foot-high dik dik antelope to the towering giraffe.

Maina and his colleagues from the David Sheldrick Wildlife Trust clear only a fraction on their daily patrols, but they still found more than 8,000 in 2004.

"We can only pick up the ones we see, and we could be missing a lot of them," he said, looping the snare around his arm and setting off again through the thick bush.

Moses Musya (not his real name) says he is a hunter. To the KWS, he is a criminal, a poacher.

Twice a month he heads into the bush and comes out a week later carrying up to 40kg of fresh meat killed illegally with a bow and arrow.

He says the meat, usually impala, is to feed his family, wife Virginia and their two sons ages six and 14. Any left over is bartered for flour or sugar.

"I used to be a chef at a safari lodge, but then the bombings (in 1998, of the US embassies in Nairobi and Dar es Salaam, Tanzania) came and there were no tourists, and I lost my job," said 39-year-old Musya through the smoky haze in his windowless mud-and-thatch hut a mile from Tsavo's electric fence.

"I have to find food and pay for my sons' education so they do not end like me," he said. "How else can I do this? My heart does not like me to kill these animals, I know it is against the law, but we are poor, we have no choice."

If caught, he faces 10 years in jail.

The Born Free Foundation wants more anti-snaring teams to be deployed and a sharp increase in prosecutions. In 2004, 16 people were arrested, although none has yet gone to trial.

The key problem is poverty. Until Kenyans have more money in their pockets to pay for beef or goat, they will feed their hungry families with the cheapest option on offer.

Story by Mike Pflanz

___________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

EU Warns of Bullying on GMOs Through WTO Case 
BELGIUM: March 1, 2005

BRUSSELS - Europe's opponents in the debate on genetically modified (GMO) foods should not use an international trade case to bully the EU into changing its views on biotechnology, the EU's food safety chief said on Monday. 

Argentina, Canada and the United States have alleged at the World Trade Organisation (WTO) that the EU broke trade rules by blocking genetically modified (GMO) food imports. A provisional verdict in the politically charged case is due on May 13. 
"It (EU) has not sought to impose its approach on other countries and other countries should not be allowed to impose their approach on the EU," a European Commission official quoted EU Health and Consumer Protection Markos Kyprianou as saying. 

"It would be most unhelpful if other countries were to try and do so through the WTO, at a time when countries around the world are trying to clarify the balance between risks and benefits," he told a meeting of EU agriculture ministers. 

In bringing the case in August 2003, the United States and its allies argued that the then 15-nation EU had flouted trade norms by not allowing any GMO crops to be grown or imported since 1998, in what amounted to a de facto ban. 

Washington says there is no scientific evidence for human health or environmental problems related to biotech products: two grounds where WTO rules allow countries to bar imports. 

Since the case was filed, the EU has restarted authorising GMOs for import as finished products for use in food and feed. But there are no signs of moves towards allowing more GMO crops -- and the three complainants are continuing with the WTO case. 

The EU's decision in May 2004 followed months of deadlock between member states and flew in the face of public opinion in Europe, where consumers are largely hostile to biotech foods, with opposition rated at more than 70 percent. 

Washington applauded the EU move but said it was still not enough. Diplomats say the real test of whether the moratorium is over will be when the EU approves the planting of GM crops. 

"The EU has not shown a general position either in favour or against GMOs," Kyprianou said, adding that the EU's biotech policy continued to be based on precaution and prudence. 

_____________________________________________________________________________
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Bahrain
 Help restore Iraq marshlands plea

A PLEA to help restore the marshlands of southern Iraq went out in Bahrain yesterday.

The marshlands were drained by then Iraqi President Saddam Hussein after the 1991 Gulf War.

Centre for the Restoration of Iraqi Marshlands director-general Ali Hashim urged the countries of the world to unite to resolve the environmental and humanitarian catastrophe, which is still being felt today.

Mr Hashim said it was impossible to restore 100 per cent of the marshlands, but that he would be happy to see about 75pc rehabilitated.

"Saddam halted the flow of water from the Tigris and Euphrates rivers because rebels had taken refuge there among the marsh Arabs, who themselves were opposed to him," he said.

Mr Hashim was speaking at the opening of a two-day regional meeting by environmental authorities at the Regency Inter Continental Hotel yesterday. 

The meeting is a joint effort organised by the Regional Organisation for the Protection of the Marine Environment and the Geneva-based United Nations Environment Programme.

Also taking part is the Bahrain-based Marine Emergency Mutual Aid Centre.

The Iraqi marsh is considered by many to be the cradle of civilisation. For more than 5,000 years the Marsh Arab culture thrived in the 8,000-square-miles of wetlands fed by the Tigris and the Euphrates rivers.

The marshes boasted hundreds of species of birds and fish and periodic flooding created fertile farmlands.

Some scholars believe the flooded, flat plain was an important part of the development of an agriculture-based culture that helped raise civilisation to new heights.

The vast marsh was identified by some biblical scholars as the site of the fabled Garden of Eden.

ROPME executive director Dr Abdulrahman Al Awadhi said that Iran had an especially important role to play because its marshlands bordering Iraq were also affected.

He added that some of the Marsh Arabs had already started returning to their old home, but that work was needed to encourage them.

Public Commission for the Protection of Marine Resources, Environment and Wildlife director general Dr Ismail Al Madani said that among the most lasting effects of the wars that have devastated the region over the years are the environmental consequences.

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=105548&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=27346
8,500 visit wildlife park
MORE than 8,500 people visited Al Areen Wildlife Park in January this year, according to new figures.

New 50-seater tour buses may be bought for the park to cope with the increasing number of visitors, says the Public Commission for the Protection of Marine Resources, Environment and Wildlife.

Environment and wildlife director general Dr Ismail Al Madani said that visitors during the Hijra New Year holidays totalled 1,380, the Eid Al Adha brought 3,954 and Eid Al Fitr 2,122 visitors. 

He said that last year's visitors to the park totalled 43,837, compared to 36,079 in 2003, 29,055 in 2002 and 25,353 in 2001.

Dr Al Madani said that in view of the increasing number of visitors, the commission was reviewing the means of purchasing new 50-passenger buses, the re-surfacing of roads and the setting up of a ticket counter at the main gate.

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=105542&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=27346
UAE

Five young girls in green campaign

Five girls of a private school here recently visited a special needs institution in a touching gesture to create awareness among their counter-parts there and the public in general about recycling materials. 

The students of the Al Zohoor Private School’s environment group paid the visit to the Mental Education Institute of the Sharjah City for Humanitarian Service as part of an awareness campaign from February 24. They distributed literature in Arabic and English on the society’s role in improving the environment through recycling of glasses, plastic, aluminum and paper. “Despite our young age we are working hard with the help of our teachers to increase people’s awareness about the best and the safest ways of protecting the environment. We are urging people to rationalise their consumption,” said Maram Saleh Dalaab, member of the environment group.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2005/march/theuae_march19.xml
Palestine

Environmentalists raise awareness on deforestation in Palestinian areas 

Israel is uprooting an average of 1 tree per minute in Palestinian areas

The World Council of Churches is working with environmentalists in Jordan and the region on a campaign to stop Israel from uprooting trees in Palestinian areas. 

A few days after the world's largest non-Catholic church organisation announced it would take “serious measures” against companies that support the building of the separation wall in the occupied territories, an activist working for the council delivered a lecture in Amman to raise awareness on “Israeli colonial construction activities causing deforestation in Palestinian areas.” 

“The Israeli authorities say they do it for security reasons, as they build the separation wall inside Arab territories,” German environmental activist and long-time bicyclist, Chris Gocke, said. 

Gocke, who works as the council's “Ecumenical Accompanier in Palestine and Israel” with the local community in the occupied village of Jayyous, said Palestinian farmers are not compensated by the Israeli authorities for the loss of their trees. 

“Palestinians who sell their land to Israelis, and those who receive any kind of compensation from Israeli authorities are frowned at in the Palestinian community... not that Israel provides any compensation,” he said during the lecture, designed to raise money to plant new trees in Palestinian areas. 

According to the organisers of the lecture in Jordan, the Arab Group for the Protection of Nature, Israel is uprooting an average of 1 tree per minute in Palestinian areas, with these trees constituting an “important source sustaining livelihoods of Palestinians.” 

The total number of trees uprooted by Israeli construction between 2001 and 2003 is estimated 1.1 million. 

These includes 263,000 olive trees, 356,000 citrus trees, 113,000 forest trees, 69,000 stone fruit trees, 51,000 grape vines, 18,000 banana trees, 23,000 palm trees and 251,471 other kinds of trees. 

http://www.jordantimes.com/mon/homenews/homenews4.htm
Yemen

Western Daar Saad sewage network to cost YR 24.7m

The Water and Sanitation Corporation is currently constructing a sewage network for the Western Dar Saad zone in Aden at a cost of YR 24,700,000.  

"The project, launched in November 2004, will be a breakthrough in removing impurities from wastewater and this will in turn be a vital service for investors in the county," said the director of the corporation’s Aden branch.

http://www.yobserver.com/news_3954.php
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UN or UNEP in the news


Trees, buffer zones essential to prevent future tsunami damage: UN 
The Jakarta Post, 28 February 2005 - JAKARTA (AP): Countries hit by the Indian Ocean tsunami should plant trees along their coastlines and prohibit rebuilding too close to the sea to prevent more damage if another tsunami strikes, the United Nations said on Monday. 
The UN Environment Program said that anecdotal evidence and satellite photography showed mangrove forests, peat swamps and other coastal vegetation functioned as a natural barrier against the Dec. 26 waves that were triggered by an earthquake off Indonesia's Sumatra Island.
http://www.thejakartapost.com/detaillatestnews.asp?fileid=20050228175329&irec=6 

General Environment News

Guideline drafted for oil spill claims - Could be in force by end of the year 
Bangkok Post, 1 March 2005 (KULTIDA SAMABUDDHI) - The Pollution Control Department hopes to have the country's first directive covering damage claims from oil spills in place by the end of the year.
Under the directive, now in its draft stage, fishermen, tourism operators, and state environmental protection agencies could seek compensation from shipping and oil companies for damage caused to the marine ecosystem and local residents' livelihood.
In the last 32 years, the department had recorded more than 90 oil spills in Thai waters as a result of marine accidents such as collisions, vessels capsizing, illegal discharge of waste and human error during oil transfers, the department director-general Apichai Chavacharoenpan said.
The most recent incident was on Dec 27 when an oil tanker struck a rock off Pattaya and spilled more than 500,000 litres of bunker oil into the sea.
http://www.bangkokpost.com/News/01Mar2005_news22.php 
____________________________________________________________________________________
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General Environment News

Museveni Calls for More Tree Coverage

New Vision (Kampala): PRESIDENT Yoweri Museveni has said afforestation should be a nationwide undertaking if Uganda is to reverse the alarming degradation that is leading to desertification. He urged NGOs to harness African knowledge and modern innovations to effectively enhance agricultural productivity and protect the environment. Launching the National Seed Observer and environmental information Association (NSOEIA), Museveni said, "There is a lot of indigenous knowledge out there. People have a lot of knowledge about agriculture, seeds, seasons and climate in general." "Harness their knowledge and the combination of indigenous and modern knowledge will achieve the best results for agriculture and the environment," Museveni said in a speech read by ethics and integrity state minister Tim Lwanga at Namboole Stadium in Kampala on Friday. He said the government's concern for the environment led to the establishment of the National Environment Management Authority. http://allafrica.com/stories/200502281188.html
Nobel Laureate Encourages Afforestation

Catholic Information Service for Africa (Nairobi): Kenya's ecosystem has been adversely affected by the invasion of humans who extinct forests for the purposes of tree harvesting, contributing to the destruction of biodiversity and loss of water. These sentiments were expressed by the 2004 Nobel Peace Laureate, Kenya's Prof Wangari Maathai, who also said that trees play an important role in upgrading ecosystems. Prof Maathai was touring forests that make up the Aberdare Ranges in central Kenya on Thursday, February 24, 2005, accompanied by the Swedish environment minister, Lena Sommerstad and exchange students from Yale University in the United States of America. The Peace Laureate, herself an environmentalist, is also Kenya's Assistant Minister for Environment and natural Resources, said that trees maintain the water levels at the streams and springs. "A forest has different layers of trees," she said. "When it rains, some of the water will flow down to the ground while much of it rests in the tree leaves." The water on the leaves, she noted, evaporates and condenses, creating yet more rain to come down again. The forests the group visited included Gatamaiyu, which is a natural ecosystem and Kereita Forest. "This is a live forest. If you keep quiet, you will hear something like the shrill of birds unlike in Kereita," Prof Wangari said of Gatamaiyu. The rain pattern within the country, she decried, had changed due to encroachment on forests. Maathai said the amount of destruction meted on the forest prompted her organization, the Greenbelt Movement, to commence a conservation project, which is yielding fruit. http://allafrica.com/stories/200502280790.html
Plans at Advanced Stage to Ban Plastic Bags, Says NEMA

The East African Standard (Nairobi): Environment stakeholders are formulating a policy aimed at banning the use of polythene bags in the country. National Environmental Management Authority (Nema) Director-General, Prof Ratemo Michieka, yesterday said the policy would soon come into effect and would deter manufactures from making using plastic bags. Michieka said Nema, in conjunction with the Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources, was working on the plan. He said the continued manufacture and use of polythene bags had greatly contributed to environmental degradation in the country. "Ours has become a country of polythene bags, which litter virtually every town, city, street corner, market and even villages. They are an eyesore and must go," said the official. He said the new policy spells out new garbage collection measures. "We have started distributing garbage bins to towns like Ahero," he said. Michieka was speaking at Ahero Town Council, during which he lauded the civic authority officials for launching an environmental conservation initiative dubbed the Green Town Programme and an Environmental Day over the weekend. The launch was presided over by US deputy ambassador, Leslie Rowe. Meanwhile, Machakos DC, Osman Warfa, yesterday said a ban on plastic bags would soon be effected in the district. He added that the District Environmental Committee would meet to ratify the ban. http://allafrica.com/stories/200502280456.html
____________________________________________________________________________________________
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	Law on the Side of Transgenics?

	



By Diego Cevallos*
A new Mexican law on biosecurity and genetically modified organisms could be taken as a model by other Latin American governments. Environmentalists and some scientists disagree on the virtues of the legislation.
MEXICO CITY - If anyone manipulates or trades in genetically modified organisms (GMOs) without authorization, or uses them to make biological weapons, they will be hit with a fine of up to 127,600 dollars, according to a new Mexican law on biosecurity, one that could set the standard for all Latin America -- much to the chagrin of environmentalists. 

Mexico took the lead by approving the Law on Biosecurity of Genetically Modified Organisms, in mid-February. It is the first such legislation to encompass all aspects related to the use of transgenics in agriculture and introduce provisions to prevent the use of biotechnology to manufacture biological weapons. 

More than 22.6 million hectares of farmland in Latin America are already planted with genetically modified crops, an area that includes portions of eight of the world's countries with greatest biodiversity: Brazil, Colombia, Mexico, Venezuela, Ecuador, Peru, Bolivia and Costa Rica. 

But laws on transgenic crops in Latin America remain unequal and dispersed. 

''It's a shame that they passed the Mexican law, because now our countries will want to take it as an example, even though it's a terrible law, because it lines up with the interests of the (biotech) transnationals,'' Morena Murillo, a director of the non-governmental Unidad Ecológica of El Salvador, told Tierramérica. 

Since last year, Salvadoran lawmakers have been debating general legislation on biosecurity, as are their counterparts in Brazil, Guatemala and Paraguay. 

The global discussion and international agreements like the Cartagena Protocol aim to regulate the use of transgenics, because fears persist that these organisms have the potential to harm human health and the environment. 

Genetically modified seeds were developed in the 1980s with the intent of improving certain plant traits, such as resistance to pests and extreme climate, greater nutritional content and better appearance. 

The technique consists of introducing the genes of one species into another, plant or animal, using vectors like inactivated viruses or bacteria. 

But science has not provided conclusive answers about the impacts of GMOs on the environment and human health. 

However, there is a documented case of non-transgenic corn in the United States contaminated with the genetically modified corn variety Starlink, which had to be withdrawn from the market in 2000 after some human consumers reported allergic reactions. 

Mexican scientists Bolívar Zapata, winner of the Prince of Asturias Prize for Science and Technology, and Luis Herrera, considered one of the ''fathers'' of biotech, maintain that the law passed in their country adapts to the reality imposed by the existence of the GMOs. 

The two experts told Tierramérica that they hope the legislation's content serves as a guide for other countries. 

''The Mexican law could be a big help for those who are interested in developing their own laws,'' said Herrera, who, along with other researchers, in 1983 created the first genetically modified plant in 1983, at the University of Gante, Belgium. 

But despite the scientists' hopes, in most Latin American countries, the passage of the Mexican biosecurity law went by unnoticed. 

There is an array of laws in the region that establish special commissions to study the impact of transgenic crops, impose limits on cultivation, and sanctions on use that causes harm. 

But environmentalists believe that today's reality has rendered those laws obsolete, and that they need to be updated. 

GMO crops are regulated in Argentina under a ''seed law'' dating to 1973, to which numerous provisions have been added. In the Americas, Argentina is second only to the United States for the total area planted with transgenics. 

In Brazil, number three in GMO crop production in the Americas, the 1995 biosecurity law began to fall to the wayside as a result of the illegal -- but tolerated -- cultivation of transgenic soybeans. But contentious public debate about a new law continues to simmer. 

The biosecurity bill currently under debate in parliament ''will have a hard time winning approval because it contradicts the constitution and does not require environmental impact studies,'' Paulo Pacini, attorney for the Brazilian Consumer Defense Institute, told Tierramérica. His group has taken its protest against cultivation of transgenic crops to the nation's courts. 

In Chile, genetically modified seeds are authorized only for producing more seeds and their subsequent export. A government decree has regulated GMOs since 1993. 

The Chilean government pledged two years ago to present a bill on biosecurity, but in the unfavorable political climate, it ended up shelving the initiative. The total area planted with transgenics in Chile is less than 8,000 hectares. 

''Chile doesn't have the capacity to monitor and regulate the indiscriminate release of transgenics,'' Juan Carlos Cuchacovich, coordinator of Greenpeace-Chile's campaign against transgenics. 

And the situation in Peru doesn't seem to be much different. 

This Andean nation has had its Law for the Prevention of Risks from the Use of Biotechnology since 1999. But according to an evaluation by experts, conducted as part of a United Nations project, the law has not been fully implemented and even so has several loopholes. 

The scientists and environmentalists consulted by Tierramérica agreed that close attention should be paid to the new Mexican law on biosafety, but there was discrepancy about whether it should be replicated in other countries. 

Those opposed to transgenics argue that the law, approved amidst protests, should be called the ''Monsanto law'', referring to the transnational corporation that is the world leader in production of genetically modified seeds, and which was one of several companies to lobby for the law's passage. 

In 124 articles, 33 pages and dozens of addenda, the text establishes the promotion of biotech research and creates mechanisms to regulate entry of transgenic products into the country, including required labeling of seeds. 

The Mexican law establishes the intention of confronting the potential negative environmental impacts of GMOs, but also of making the most of potential advantages. 

It creates a framework for authorizing the entry of transgenics on a ''case by case'' basis and ''step by step'' follow-up, with the participation of several ministries, advised by a special committee of scientists, which can also request input and opinions from civil society. 

Alejandro Calvillo, director of Greenpeace-Mexico, said in a Tierramérica interview that the legislation has its positive aspects, but also has gaps and errors, largely because it was written behind civil society's back. 

In the opinion of the environmental watchdog Greenpeace, the Mexican legislation is geared towards developing biotechnology, and does not have an adequate framework to ensure that local communities be informed when transgenics are released into the environment, nor does it provide a space for lodging complaints about those projects. 

Furthermore, the law sets up a fund for biotech development, but not have anything similar for preventing or counteracting the potential harm caused by transgenic crops, says Greenpeace. 

Scientist Zapata says opposition to GMOs is the result of ignorance and fear of innovation. 

Herrera and Zapata say that in all the years that genetically modified crops have been cultivated and consumed around the world, no evidence has emerged that they cause harm to health or the environment. This technology has come to stay, according to the two scientists. 

   FEATURE-Gold project meets opposition in Guatemala                              

   28 Feb 2005 14:41:06 GMT                                                        

   Source: Reuters                                                                 

   By Frank Jack Daniel                                                            

   SIPACAPA, Guatemala, Feb 28 (Reuters) - A U.S. gold and silver miner's project is at the center of a conflict between the Maya Indians' traditional values and an impoverished country's need to attract foreign investment.                   

   The future of Glamis Gold's <GLG.TO> <GLG.N> half-built Marlin mine may provide some indication of whether Guatemala can become a mining nation while giving Mayan peasants a sense of autonomy, something they have lacked since the Spanish conquest.                                                               

   Many of the Mayans see the mine in the civil war-scarred highlands as a symbol of foreign intervention and a threat to the environment and their agrarian way of life. But Glamis Vice President Steve Baumann says the project will create  wealth in a neglected part of one of the hemisphere's poorest countries.        

   The Reno, Nevada-based company is looking to Marlin as a way to grow after a failed hostile takeover bid for Goldcorp Inc. <G.TO>, a fellow midsize producer.                                                                       

   Glamis expects the mine to produce 217,000 ounces of gold and 3.33 million ounces of silver annually over 10 years -- if it can weather the criticism and protests directed against it.                                                   

   "Over the life of the project, we will pay about $60 million in total taxes, including money that goes to the communities in the form of a royalty," said Baumann, watching local Maya Indians direct site-traffic below.                 

   The $250 million project in the highland San Marcos province has encountered vehement opposition. Led by the Catholic Church, critics say Glamis is no different from gold-hungry Spanish conquistadors who invaded Guatemala more than 500 years ago.                                                             

   Opponents say the mine will cause environmental and social damage and leave very little in return.                                                          

   A half-hour drive from the site, in the town of Sipacapa, a small plane recently dropped leaflets bearing a picture of revolutionary Che Guevara and promising to pay villagers to attend an anti-mine march organized by the Catholic Church.                                                                

   At the march, thousands of Mayan villagers shouted the slogan, "Bread today, hunger tomorrow," protesting what they perceive as Glamis' short-term promises. 

   "It's another exploitation in an evolution that began 500 years ago, when the  Spanish came to look for gold," said Roberto Magari, from the Catholic Church in Sipacapa.                                                                    

   San Marcos Bishop Alvaro Ramazzini, under government protection since           

   authorities discovered a plot to kill him in the midst of anti-mine protests, said the leaflets were the work of agitators and called for the mine to share its profits with Guatemala.                                                     

   The nation will charge Glamis 1 percent of the value of metals extracted from its soil, plus taxes, but that may not be enough for some farmers.              

   "We don't want gold; what we want is to defend our way of life and our water," said Timoteo Tujil during a moment in the cool, quiet courtyard of Sipacapa's  colonial rectory, a gathering-place for local anti-mine activists.              

   The peasant farmer is worried that the mine will suck up or contaminate the region's sparse water supply, affecting his ability to make a living.           

   VIOLENCE                                                                        

   The villages scattered across jutting peaks and valleys in Guatemala's  highlands are fertile ground for opposition to government initiatives.          

   In 1996, Guatemala emerged from a 36-year civil war fought mainly in these highlands as leftist insurgents tried to convince poor Indians to challenge army rule.                                                                      

   Brutal "scorched-earth" anti-insurgency tactics by the U.S.-backed army left about 200,000 dead or missing, mostly Mayans, according to a 1999 report by a Guatemalan truth commission supported by the United Nations.                    

   Scars left by the war run deep, and mistrust of outsiders is so widespread that only recently have a few foreign companies considered investing in the region.  

   Construction began last year on Glamis' Marlin project, which soon attracted trouble.                                                                        

   Last month, tensions exploded and a villager was shot dead as police and soldiers helped escort equipment through road blockades set up by Mayan peasant highlanders.                                                                    

   Glamis Vice President Baumann and the government say the violence was the work of a few agitators dedicated to misinforming the population. Others see the conflict as a reaction to development projects imposed from above, with insufficient grass-roots support.                                               

   'TEMPORARY POSTPONEMENT'                                                        

   Glamis appears to be working to counter the stereotype of foreign plunderer, paying for community school teachers, setting up a community trust fund and employing locals -- about 800 at the moment - to help run operations.           

   The company is also building new roads and putting in new power lines to some of the remote villages and hamlets that will supply labor for the mine.         

   The company's efforts have won the backing of the World Bank, which issued a $45 million loan to help develop the project, but have not convinced local activists.                                                                      

   "Why doesn't the World Bank spend $45 million on irrigation and education projects so people here can farm commercially?" asked Magari, adding that villagers were not properly consulted about the mine.                           

   Guatemala Vice President Eduardo Stein said the government would honor its commitments to Glamis, even if it means using force to protect the mine and its workers.                                                                        

   However, no new extraction licenses will be issued for now, he said, and a commission is looking at ways to reform mining law and propose how best to consult indigenous communities.                                                 

   "We might be facing a temporary postponement of the development of the mining industry in Guatemala that could last not months, but a few years," Stein said. 

   (Embedded image moved to file: pic13038.gif)            
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Annan denounces Iraqi terror attack as seeking to undermine peace and democracy

28 February - Condemning the latest terrorist attack in Iraq as "a flagrant violation of international

humanitarian law" that seeks to undermine the prospects of peace, democracy and prosperity, Secretary-

General Kofi Annan vowed today that the United Nations will continue to stand by the Iraqi people as

they try to rebuild their country.

"The Secretary-General appeals to all Iraqis to refrain from all acts of violence, put aside their differences

and work together in a spirit of national reconciliation," a statement issued by his spokesman said of a

suicide car bombing in Hillah, in which more than 110 civilians, police and National Guard volunteers

were reportedly killed and at least 130 injured.

"Ultimately, the foundations of a new Iraq can only be built through peaceful means, based on dialogue, mutual understanding and compromise," the statement added.

The attack, the most deadly since the 30 January elections, came as Mr. Annan's Special Representative for Iraq, Ashraf Qazi, has held talks across the full political spectrum in Iraq in an effort to ensure that all elements participate in writing the new constitution, the main task of the new assembly, especially in view of the very low voter turnout and consequent

representation of Sunni Arabs.

Shiite Muslim Arabs, who voted in large numbers, are estimated to constitute about 60 per cent of the population, while

Kurds – who also turned out en masse for the polls – and Sunni Arabs make up about 20 per cent each.

Women's situation has improved, but serious challenges

remain, UN officials say

28 February - Women have gained ground in the struggle for equality with men over the past 10 years, but

serious challenges remain, including the rise in trafficking of women and girls and their disproportionate

representation in the ranks of the poor and those infected with HIV/AIDS, senior United Nations officials said

today.

They were addressing the opening session of the Commission on the Status of Women (CSW), which this year is conducting a 10-year review of the implementation of the Declaration and Programme of Action of the

Fourth World Conference on Women in Beijing ("Beijing+10").

Other speakers included representatives of the four countries that hosted the major UN conferences on women: Mexico, Denmark, Kenya and China.

According to the head of the Department for Economic and Social Affairs (DESA), Under-Secretary-General José Antonio Ocampo, among the improvements in the situation of women were "increased awareness, policy reforms, improved legislative frameworks and institutional development at the national level in many countries." Efforts were being made to engage men and boys more actively in the promotion of gender equality and more attention was being given to gender-sensitive budgeting and the critical roles played by non-government organizations (NGOs) in awareness-raising, advocacy, monitoring and programme delivery, he said.

On the other hand, violence against women persisted, their participation in political decision-making was low, the prevalence of HIV/AIDS was high and both the pandemic and armed conflicts had a disproportionate impact on women's lives, Mr. Ocampo said. He drew attention to DESA's "World Survey on the Role of Women in Development," which showed women migrating by themselves to become the principal wage earners for their families, or fleeing from conflicts, natural disasters and other negative situations.

"While migration can empower women, women migrants can face significant discrimination and exploitation," he said. "Women refugees and trafficked women and girls face particular problems, including vulnerability to sexual violence." At least 45 of the UN's 191 Member States now had laws against domestic violence and 21 more were either drafting such laws or amending criminal assault laws to include domestic violence, the Executive Director of the UN Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM), Noeleen Heyzer, said, giving her list of achievements.

"And quotas or other affirmative measures have been adopted to increase women's representation in political decisionmaking in countries in all regions, including many countries emerging from conflict that are striving to build peaceful, more democratic societies," she said.

The pace of change has been too slow since the Decade for Women began 30 years ago and the Beijing conference was held 10 years ago, however, she said. Women could not wait another 30 years for positive action when "it is still a woman's face we see when we speak of poverty, of HIV/AIDS, of violent conflict and social upheaval, of trafficking in human beings," Ms. Heyzer said. The Special Adviser to Secretary-General Kofi Annan on Gender Issues and the Advancement of Women, Rachel Mayanja, said, "Although no country has successfully addressed all critical areas of the Platform, many countries, both developing and developed, have shown that significant progress can be achieved by empowering women and reducing discrimination against women."

Despite that progress, "gender inequality is deeply entrenched in policies, legislation, attitudes, traditions and societal institutions," she said. "The challenges facing us, therefore, are formidable."

She challenged the CSW to devise new approaches to meet the requirements of the era of implementation.

Over the years, for its part, the UN Commission on Human Rights had appointed a Special Rapporteur on violence against women, called for the integration of women's human rights and a gender perspective into its work and that of all specialized agencies and human rights mechanisms and treaty bodies, Commission Chairperson Makarim Wibisono of Indonesia said. It was time to build on successes and avoid complacency, he added.

Ambassador Munir Akram of Pakistan, President of the UN Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC), stressed it was important to develop a better understanding of the strategies needed to respond to the challenges remaining.

Discrimination against women affected not only women, but children, families and communities, he said.

The First Lady of Mexico, Marta Sahagun de Fox, noted that the first women's conference in 1975 in Mexico City was the start of a long journey towards ensuring respect for women's rights.

Women began then to have a voice in social and economic processes in which they had had no say and nations were experiencing a gradual but steady cultural change towards a more just life for women, she said.

The 1980 Copenhagen conference contributed important building blocks to the Beijing Declaration, the Platform of Action and the Beijing+5 review document, said Eva Kjer Hansen, Denmark's Minister of Social Affairs and Gender Equality.She stressed the importance of eliminating violence against the 25 per cent of women who would experience it, calling domestic violence "outrageous and totally unacceptable by all moral and ethical standards."Kenya, which hosted the 1985 conference, had put women's access to land and credit and measures combating domestic violence laws among its priorities and was joining the international community in rededicating itself to the goals set in Beijing, said the country's Minister of Gender, Sports, Culture and Social Services, Ochillo Ayacko. Meanwhile, China had spared no effort in fulfilling its commitments under the Platform for Action and UN Member States should take this 10th anniversary as a new starting point to honour their pledges, said the Vice-Chairperson of China's National Committee on Women and Children, Zhao Shaohua.

Empowering women the most effective development tool,

Annan says

28 February - Since the founders of the United Nations noted their faith in “the equal rights of men and women” on the first page of the UN Charter 60 years ago, studies have shown that “there is no tool for development more effective than the empowerment of women,” Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today.

“No other policy is as likely to raise economic productivity, or to reduce infant and maternal mortality,” he said in remarks to the opening of the UN Commission on the Status of Women (CSW), which is meeting through next week to review progress in the 10 years since the Declaration and the Platform of Action was agreed at the Fourth World Conference on Women in 1995 in China (Beijing+10).

“No other policy is as sure to improve nutrition and promote health – including the prevention of HIV/AIDS. No other policy is as powerful in increasing the chances of education for the next generation. And I would also venture that no policy is more important in preventing conflict, or in achieving reconciliation after a conflict has ended.”

The high-level, two-week CSW meeting also marks the 30th anniversary of the first summit on women issues in Mexico City.

What was needed now was the scaling up and targeting of the solutions that the Millennium Project Task Force on Education and Gender has recommended, he said, including providing primary and secondary education for girls, investing in infrastructure beneficial to women, increasing their role in policy-making and guaranteeing their rights to sexual and reproductive health, property ownership, inheritance and equality in employment.

In addition, the Task Force had called for redoubled efforts to combat violence against girls and women. “That means,leadership in showing, by example, that when it comes to violence against women and girls, there are no grounds for tolerance and no tolerable excuses,” Mr. Annan said.

Besides the benefits to society of investing in women, the most important fact was that women have the right to live in dignity and with freedom from want and fear. At the five-year review of progress on the Millennium Declaration in September he hoped leaders would take urgent action to achieve the Declaration’s goals, he said.

Ten years after the Beijing Conference women were not only more aware of their rights, but were better able to exercise them, Mr. Annan said. “Life expectancy and fertility rates have improved. More girls are enrolled in primary education. More women are earning an income than ever before.”

New challenges had emerged, such as the odious but ever-increasing trafficking in women and children and “the terrifying growth of HIV/AIDS among women, especially young women,” Mr. Annan said.

Nonetheless, the past decade had shown that these challenges were not problems that lack solutions, he said.

“We have learnt what works and what doesn’t work,” Mr. Annan said.

Thai economist named to head UN trade body seeking to

integrate poorer nations

28 February - Secretary-General Kofi Annan has nominated the Director-General of the World Trade

Organization (WTO), Supachai Panitchpakdi, to head the United Nations agency that for the past 40 years

has sought to promote the development-friendly integration of developing countries into the world

economy.

If approved by the General Assembly, Mr. Supachai, a former Thai central banker and deputy prime

minister who is a strong advocate of a fair deal in globalization for poorer nations, will succeed Rubens

Ricupero of Brazil, who left last September as Secretary-General of the UN Conference on Trade and

Development (UNCTAD). Since then, Carlos Fortin of Chile has acted as Officer-in-Charge.

"I am absolutely delighted that Supachai Panitchpakdi has agreed," Mr. Annan said in a statement issued by his spokesman.

"Dr. Supachai has done an outstanding job as Director-General of the World Trade Organization, particularly in pushing forward the very difficult process of the Doha round, on which rest many of the hopes for economic progress in developing countries and the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals," he added, referring to the targets of halving many of the world's ills, such as hunger and poverty by 2015.

In his current role, Mr. Supachai was particularly disappointed at the collapse in 2003 of a major ministerial conference in Cancun, Mexico, that was meant to advance the Doha Development Agenda – adopted in 2001 in the Qatari capital of Doha in an effort to achieve freer trade worldwide.

If Doha fails, he said then, the losers will be the poor of the world. The Cancun talks ran aground over issues ranging from speedy elimination of agricultural subsidies by rich countries that undercut farmers in the world's poorest nations to the so called Singapore issues – trade and investment, competition policy, transparency in government procurement – which developing nations felt might interfere with their domestic policies.

UNCTAD has been the focal point within the UN for the integrated treatment of trade and development and related issues in the areas of investment, finance, technology, enterprise development and sustainable development. It carries out three key functions: as a forum for intergovernmental deliberations, supported by discussions with experts and exchanges of experience, aimed at consensus building; in research, policy analysis and data collection for the debates of government representatives and experts; and in providing technical assistance tailored to the specific requirements of developing countries, with special attention to the needs of the least developed countries and economies in transition.

UN pullout would leave Timor-Leste facing insurmountable

challenges, Security Council told

28 February - The withdrawal from Timor-Leste of United Nations military liaisons and police trainers

as scheduled later this spring might leave the country facing insurmountable challenges in its path towards

peace and stability, the top UN envoy to the nation told the Security Council today.

The remarks by Sukehiro Hasegawa, Secretary-General Kofi Annan's Special Representative, came as the

Council met to consider a report by Mr. Annan in which he recommends extending the UN presence in

Timor-Leste beyond the 20 May expiration of the mandate of the UN Mission of Support for East Timor

(UNMISET). In that report, Mr. Annan said a scaled-down UN mission should be kept in the country for another year to continue assisting Timorese authorities with border management and control, the development of a professional police service and of critical institutions, and the observance of democratic governance and human rights.

"A premature termination of the tasks described above may jeopardize those very achievements as well as the significant investment that the international community has made in Timor-Leste since 1999," he wrote.

Mr. Hasegawa told the Council today that he fully supported Mr. Annan's recommendation but added that the 12-month period could be shortened if bilateral and multilateral arrangements were found to assume the responsibilities that UNMISET currently performs.

The reconfigured mission would run until 20 May 2006 and include 35 military liaison officers, down from 42, and 40 police trainers, down from the current 157. The number of civilian advisers would also be reduced, to 45 from 58, while the mission would have 10 human rights officers, down from the current 14.

One prisoner killed, several hurt in attempt to escape from UN

jail in DR of Congo

28 February - One prisoner was killed and four others injured when a United Nations peacekeeping

sentinel opened fire during an attempted escape by militia members from a makeshift jail in northeast

Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) late last week, the UN mission in the country said today.

The 15 prisoners were seized Thursday in Datule village and because there was no more space in Ndromo

prison they were placed in an office which some of the military peacekeepers used for sleeping, the UN

Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC) said in Bunia.

In the early evening the prisoners broke down the door and went outside. While struggling with those prisoners who were trying to seize his weapon, the sentinel fired and "there are one dead, one person seriously wounded and three people slightly injured," but none succeeded in escaping, MONUC said.

The injured were taken to a hospital in Bunia, the capital of the Ituri district, and MONUC said it was investigating the incident further. On Friday militia members ambushed and killed an officer and eight soldiers from MONUC in the same district as the "blue helmets" continued their efforts to protect internally displaced persons (IDPs) from looting, extortion and other acts of harassment by local militias. It was the worst attack on MONUC since the mission was launched in November 1999.

Three UN peacekeepers in Haiti wounded during patrols

28 February - Three United Nations peacekeepers in Haiti were shot at and slightly wounded by so

far unidentified people during weekend patrols in an area of the Caribbean country's capital, Port-au-

Prince, UN spokesman Fred Eckhard said today.

Two of the soldiers from Brazil were shot at late Friday and the third on Saturday as they routinely

patrolled the Bel Air neighbourhood. They received medical treatment, rejoined their contingent and

were in good condition today, he told the daily press briefing at UN Headquarters in New York.

The UN Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH) is investigating the shootings.

Swedish diplomat appointed top UN envoy for Côte d'Ivoire

28 February - A former Swedish ambassador has been nominated to be United Nations Secretary-General

Kofi Annan's special representative for Côte d'Ivoire, leading peacekeeping efforts in the West African

country, UN spokesman Fred Eckhard said today. In a letter to this month's Security Council President, Mr. Annan informed the 15 members of his intention to appoint Pierre Schori, formerly Sweden's permanent representative to the UN, and the Council was expected to reply by Wednesday, Mr. Eckhard said.

Mr. Schori would replace Albert Tévoédjrè, who stepped down at the end of January as special representative and head of the UN Operation in Côte d'Ivoire (UNOCI).

Meanwhile, UNOCI said it detained and disarmed 87 men today who had launched an early morning attack against a checkpoint of the rebel Forces Nouvelles in a western village called Logouale. During the operation to restore calm, a UNOCI peacekeeper and two civilians were injured.

UNOCI said it saw the attack as a setback to the peace process at a time when the international community, especially South Africa, and the parties in the country itself were working towards finding a political solution to the divided country's crisis. It called on all parties to respect the ceasefire and the demilitarized zone.

Prosecutor of UN-assisted Sierra Leone special court to step

down

28 February - The Prosecutor of the Special Court for Sierra Leone, set up with United Nations help to try

those most responsible for war crimes committed during the West African country's civil war in the 1990s,

today notified Secretary General Kofi Annan that he will leave his post this summer.

David M. Crane wrote Mr. Annan that he would not seek reappointment and will step down on 15 July.

Mr. Crane was appointed in April 2002 and issued his first set of indictments seven months later. Six of the eight indictees – including former Internal Affairs Minister Sam Hinga Norman and former Revolutionary United Front (RUF) leader Foday Sankoh – were arrested in Operation Justice on 10 March 2003 in Sierra Leone. Since then there have been five other indictments issued. Nine of these indictees are in custody and being tried in three joint criminal trials. Following Mr Crane's 17-count indictment on war crimes and crimes against humanity of then-President Charles Taylor of Liberia, Mr. Taylor fled to Calabar, Nigeria. Mr. Taylor is only the second Head of State in history, and the first African, ever to be indicted for war crimes.

Mr. Crane told the Secretary General that he hoped he could serve mankind and the United Nations in another capacity someday. By statute only the Secretary General can appoint a Prosecutor for the Special Court.

The Special Court is the world's first hybrid international war crimes tribunal, and was established by an agreement in January 2002 between the United Nations and the Republic of Sierra Leone. It is headquartered in the capital Freetown.

UN Palestinian refugee agency seeks $1.1 billion over five years

28 February - The main United Nations agency helping Palestinian refugees today presented a $1.1-

billion blueprint to improve the life chances of 4 million Palestinians and enhance their ability to support

themselves over five years.“This is not a prescriptive plan, it is an outline meant to accommodate changing realities and needs on the ground,” UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA) Commissioner-General Peter Hansen told an international donors’ meeting in Geneva.

“It is a testimony to the commitment of UNRWA and its donor partners to help the Palestine refugees live in dignity and achieve their ambitions for self-reliance and development.”

In recent years UNRWA resources have not kept pace with the growing needs of the refugees and by many indicators the refugees are slipping backwards in comparison with the non-refugees they live amongst. Refugee education and health facilities are often hugely overcrowded and under -equipped.

Refugee homes, especially those of the one-third who live in camps, are in a dilapidated condition, while UNRWA’s tools for helping refugees out of poverty are woefully overstretched.

UNRWA’s medium term plan (MTP) is the product of many months of dialogue between the Agency and the donor community and has been influenced by the recommendations of a major conference held in June 2004 in Geneva to examine the future of humanitarian assistance to Palestine refugees.

It will enhance the quality of education, health and social services but also better promote self-reliance among the refugees by extending the Agency’s micro-credit programme, increasing its provision of vocational training and by upgrading the conditions in the refugee camps. In education, priorities include matching host authority curricula, reducing the use of rented schools, reducing classroom

overcrowding and creating special educational needs centres to work with the most vulnerable children. In health, it focuses on reducing the excessive workloads of medical staff, expanding psycho-social support and early detection of disabilities for children.Last year UNRWA received the most donations for a single year in its 55-year history – more than $502 million.

Give now to pre-empt repatriation crisis in south Sudan, says

UN refugee chief

28 February - The acting United Nations refugee chief has appealed to the international community to pre-empt a crisis in south Sudan before it happens by investing now in the cash-strapped operation to help 4.5 million refugees and displaced people return home and stay home.

“The crisis isn’t there yet, which makes it harder to galvanize donations, but it is just as important,” Wendy Chamberlin told reporters a day after assuming temporary leadership of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) following the resignation of Ruud Lubbers.

Ms. Chamberlin has just returned from a visit to the region where a UNHCR advance team is preparing for the return of some 550,000 Sudanese from neighbouring countries now that a peace accord between the Government and southern rebels has ended Africa’s longest civil war.

Plans aimed at quickly putting in place the basic groundwork for a voluntary repatriation operation and conditions for refugees to return home will also benefit 4 million internally displaced persons (IDPs) who are starting to return on their own to the same areas. Ms. Chamberlin called for donations for the projects “to prevent suffering, to prevent a crisis when refugees go back.” She expressed caution about a rapid return home of the 550,000 refugees currently in neighbouring countries. Asked by refugees she met in Kenya and Uganda if she would advise them to go home right now, she said she told them: “No. The work isn’t done yet. The infrastructure is not there yet.”

UNHCR’s budget for 2005 for southern Sudan is about $62 million, but so far no funds have been received for the programme. While she noted that some donors, in partic ular the United States and the Netherlands, have indicated that they will be making contributions, much more is still needed.

UN civil service panel has crucial role in ensuring success of

reform – Annan

28 February - As the United Nations prepares to enact far-reaching reforms to meet the new challenges of the new millennium, the panel coordinating the conditions of staff service has a crucial role to play to ensure that the world body can attract personnel of the highest competence and integrity, Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today. "Executive Heads look to you for help in compensating staff at competitive rates, strengthening management, encouraging mobility around the UN system, and addressing problems such as the recruitment and retention of staff at difficult duty stations," he told the 60th session of the International Civil Service Commission (ICSC) in Bangkok.

"Executive Heads are also looking forward to the General Assembly's forthcoming discussion on the report of the panel on strengthening the international civil service and the functioning of the Commission," he said in a message delivered by the Executive Secretary of the UN Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), noting the recent decision granting paternity leave.

"As you know, this is a crucial year for the United Nations. The General Assembly will hold a Summit meeting in September, at which it is hoped that world leaders will enact far-reaching reforms. The issues that fall within the Commission's purview are of central importance to that effort," he added.

"Just as I have been urging Member States to rise to the occasion, so do I call on you to meet this challenge and do your utmost to create for the staff of the United Nations system, at the more than 500 duty stations at which they serve the world's people, the conditions they need to succeed."

The 15-member ICSC is an independent expert body established by the General Assembly, charged with regulating and coordinating the conditions of service of staff in the UN common system, while promoting and maintaining high standards in the international civil service.

Its mandate covers all facets of employment conditions, but the type of action it is empowered to take in a specific area is regulated under its statute. On some matters such as establishment of daily subsistence allowance, cost-of-living element and  hardship entitlements, it may take decisions itself.

In other areas, it makes recommendations to the General Assembly which then acts as the legislator for the rest of the common system. Such matters include professional salary scales, the level of dependency allowances and education grant. On still other matters, the Commission makes recommendations to the executive heads of the organizations, in particular concerning human resources policy issues.

UN atomic watchdog seeks ‘full transparency’ from Iran on all nuclear activities

28 February - The United Nations agency entrusted with preventing the spread of nuclear weapons called

on Iran today to provide “full transparency” on all its nuclear activities, noting that information on some

outstanding issues was still pending, while progress has been made on others.

“In view of the past undeclared nature of significant aspects of Iran’s nuclear programme, a confidence

deficit has been created, and it is therefore essential that Iran works closely with the Agency in a proactive

manner in order for us to build the necessary confidence and achieve the required degree of assurance,”

the International Atomic Energy Agency’s (IAEA) Director-General, Mohamed ElBaradei, stressed.

Mr. ElBaradei’s statement to the IAEA Board of Governors in Vienna was the latest act in the saga that began two years ago when it became clear that Iran had for many years concealed its nuclear activities in breach of its legal obligations under the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT).

Iran has consistently denied it is seeking nuclear weapons, insisting its programme is purely for energy generation but the IAEA chief has previously said his agency is not in a position to conclude that there are no undeclared nuclear materials or activities in the country. Today he noted that since his last report in November, Iran has facilitated Agency access under its safeguards agreements to nuclear material, facilities and other locations, including a transparency visit to a military site.

The IAEA has also continued verification of Iran’s voluntary suspension of enrichment and reprocessing related activities that can produce the fuel needed for a nuclear weapon and has made progress in two important issues – the origin of contamination on equipment and information on Iran’s centrifuge programmes, which can yield enriched uranium. “As the Agency continues to work towards completing its assessment of all outstanding issues related to Iran’s nuclear programme, I would encourage Iran to provide full transparency with respect to all of its nuclear activities, by providing in full detail and in a prompt manner all information that could shed light on some of the outstanding issues,” Mr. ElBaradei said. “In some cases, the receipt of information is still pending, which in turn delays our work.”

Turning to the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK), he said the country remained “a serious challenge to the nuclear non-proliferation regime” since it withdrew from the NPT two years ago, thus ending Agency verification. “The recent declaration by the DPRK that it possesses nuclear weapons is a matter of the utmost concern and has serious security implications, and highlights yet again the importance and the urgency of finding a diplomatic solution through dialogue,” he added. “The Agency stands ready to work with the DPRK and with all others towards a solution that addresses both the security needs of the DPRK and the needs of the international community to ensure that all nuclear activities in the DPRK are exclusively for peaceful purposes.”

Mr. ElBaradei also noted that Egypt had failed to report certain nuclear material and facilities, but only small amounts were involved, Egyptian scientists had discussed the matters openly in published scientific literature, and the country had taken corrective action to provide the required reports.

Nevertheless, these failures “are a matter of concern,” he added, calling on all governments “to pay close attention to their reporting obligations, and treat them with the seriousness they deserve.”

Secretary-General condemns suicide attack in Tel Aviv

25 February - United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today condemned “in the strongest possible terms” this evening's suicide bomb attack in Tel Aviv.

Mr. Annan expressed hope that immediate action will be taken to apprehend the perpetrators and bring them to justice, according to a statement released by his spokesman.

Spokesman Fred Eckhard said the terrorist attack “should not be allowed to undermine the recent positive steps taken by both sides” of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

Annan hails decision by Togo's leader to step down, pledges UN support for political transition

26 February - United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan has pledged support for Togo's political transition now that the country's leader, Faure Gnassingbe, has stepped down just weeks after taking power when his father, who was then president, died. Mr. Gnassignbe's latest move paves the way for the National Assembly to designate an Interim Head of State who will oversee the organization of the forthcoming elections in accordance with the Constitution.

It also prompted the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) to lift the sanctions it had imposed on Togo. Mr. Annan welcomed these developments in a statement released by his spokesman late Friday. “He reaffirms the commitment of the United Nations to support current efforts towards facilitating a smooth transition in Togo,” spokesman Fred Eckhard said.

Togo's political crisis began when its President, Gnassingbe Eyadema, died on 5 February, leaving a power vacuum he had filled for decades. In a break with the constitutional succession process, his son, a cabinet minister, was appointed Head of State.

The constitution, which required that the President of the National Assembly become acting president until fresh elections were held within 60 days, was hastily amended, sparking violence in the capital, Lomé.

When regional talks aimed at ending Togo's constitutional crisis hit an impasse, ECOWAS suspended Togo's membership last weekend.

Landmark UN tobacco-control treaty becomes law

28 February - The United Nations global treaty on tobacco came into force yesterday with a plea to all

countries to join the landmark compact that seeks to curb a product that now claims nearly 5 million lives

worldwide each year and causes an estimated annual net loss of $200 billion in treatment and lost

productivity. “I encourage all countries to become party to this treaty, and to implement the range of measures which will

make tobacco use less and less attractive to people,” World Health Organization (WHO) Director-General Lee Jong-wook said of the Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC).

The treaty requires parties to restrict tobacco advertising, sponsorship and promotion, set new labelling and clean indoor air controls, and strengthen laws against tobacco smuggling. It needed ratification by 40 countries to enter into force and 57, representing 2.3 billion people, over a third of the world’s population, have so far done so.

Countries party to the treaty are bound to translate its general provisions into national laws and regulations. They will have, for example, three years to ensure that tobacco packaging has strong health warnings, and five years to establish comprehensive advertising, promotion and sponsorship bans.

If current trends are not reversed, tobacco will prematurely end the lives of 10 million people a year by 2020, WHO said. It is the only legal product that causes the death of one half of its regular users. This means that of the current 1.3 billion smokers, 650 million people will die prematurely due to tobacco.

Evidence shows that smoking harms nearly every organ of the body. Tobacco use is the cause of the majority of lung cancer cases and it has been linked to many other types of cancer, such as cervical and kidney cancer. Other health risks associated with tobacco include heart attacks, strokes and other cardiovascular diseases; bronchitis, asthma and other respiratory diseases, as well as infertility. Tobacco use continues to expand, especially in the developing world, where currently half of the deaths due to tobacco occur. If the trends continue, seven out of every ten deaths due to tobacco will occur in the developing world by 2020.

UN agency helps organize food airdrops over Afghan regions

struck by deadly cold wave

27 February - Responding to poor road conditions and heavy snow in Afghanistan, the United

Nations World Food Programme (WFP) is organizing relief airdrops over two remote areas in

the centre of the country.

Coalition forces aircraft dropped 40 tons of food provided by WFP over Tulak and Saghar

districts in the central Ghor province. WFP's partner, Samander Development Programme, is

working with local authorities and community leaders to distribute the food to 7,600 people

there.

The snow has recently hampered relief activities in various parts of Afghanistan, according to WFP, which illustrated the difficulty by reporting that one of its four-wheel drive vehicles took seven hours to cover a 10 kilometre distance in Ghor province. Many people, especially children, have died because of the unusual cold wave, most falling victim to severe respiratory diseases such as pneumonia and tuberculosis.

Mohamed Naem, a 36-year old villager in Farsi district told WFP aid workers who have been stranded because of snow for the past few weeks that his neighbours are in bad need of food, medicine and heating supplies. “We are about to run out of bushes and animal dung that we had stocked during the year,” he said. “Now I wonder what to burn next so that I can keep warm.”

Khair Mohamed Khairkhwa, the Governor of Hirat province, has called on WFP and the United States–led coalition to provide food airdrops for 5,500 of people who have been cut off in his province due to the extreme weather conditions. Near Hirat City, the heavy snowfall has blocked access roads to about 80 villages which have become inaccessible from the district centres. WFP is considering ways to assist the people there.

First US football, now Australian rugby scores for UN tsunami relief

28 February - First it was the United States with football. Now it is Australia with rugby with a bit of

on-site fieldwork to assist the United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) in its emergency

operations to feed the hundreds of thousands of people left destitute by the Indian Ocean tsunami.

Former Australian rugby captain Nick Farr-Jones has visited Indonesia’s Aceh province, the worst-hit

area in the dozen countries devastated by the disaster on 26 December, to see first-hand WFP’s efforts

to deliver food to survivors and tour several WFP-supported projects.

His visit follows that by several National Football League (NFL) players, who earlier this month helped WFP deliver food

by loading helicopters and participating in distributions to displaced families Indonesia and Sri Lanka, thereby raising the agency’s profile among the donor community.

Mr. Farr-Jones was appointed as a WFP Goodwill Ambassador for the 2003 World Cup, when WFP teamed up with the International Rugby Board (IRB) to raise awareness of the world's 800 million hungry people.

From Indonesia, he is travelling to London to assist with IRB’s Rugby Aid match on 5 March. Funds raised by the event, which will see a Southern Hemisphere XV play a Northern Hemisphere XV, are destined for WFP operations.

___________________________________________________________________________________
DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE

 SECRETARY-GENERAL

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon.

**UNCTAD
The Secretary-General has nominated Dr. Supachai Panitchpakdi of Thailand as Secretary-General of the UN Conference on Trade and Development, or UNCTAD for short, for a term of four years beginning on 1 September of this year.  Dr. Panitchpakdi currently heads the World Trade Organization.

This appointment would need to be confirmed by the General Assembly.  And we have a biographical note in my office, and also the following statement attributable to the Secretary-General directly:

**Statement by the Secretary-General
He says:

“I am absolutely delighted that Supachai Panitchpakdi has agreed that I should propose his appointment as the next Secretary-General of the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD).

“Dr. Supachai has done an outstanding job as Director-General of the World Trade Organization, particularly in pushing forward the very difficult process of the Doha round, on which rest many of the hopes for economic progress in developing countries and the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals.  His willingness to move to UNCTAD is eloquent testimony to the important role of that body in ensuring that the interests of development are taken into account in discussions on world trade, and that the voice of developing countries is heard.  In him, the United Nations, and the developing world, will have an advocate of incomparable authority in the trade arena.”

**Statement attributable to the Spokesman for the UN Secretary-General
We have the following statement attributable to the Spokesman regarding the bombing in Iraq today:

“The Secretary-General condemns in the strongest possible terms the horrendous suicide car bombing that took place today in Hillah, in which over 110 civilians, police and National Guard volunteers were reportedly killed and at least 130 others injured.  This terrorist attack constitutes a flagrant violation of international humanitarian law.

“These repeated acts of senseless violence, in which the Iraqi people have become the main target, only seek to undermine the prospects of a peaceful, democratic and prosperous Iraq.  The Secretary-General appeals to all Iraqis to refrain from all acts of violence, put aside their differences and work together in a spirit of national reconciliation.  Ultimately, the foundations of a new Iraq can only be built through peaceful means, based on dialogue, mutual understanding and compromise.  The United Nations will continue to stand by the Iraqi people in this process.

“The Secretary-General extends his sincere condolences and deepest sympathies to the families of all the victims of this reprehensible attack and hopes for the speedy recovery of the wounded.”

**DSG
The Deputy Secretary-General arrived in Monrovia, Liberia today, starting the first leg of her visit to UN peacekeeping missions.

The purpose of the visit is to drive home with the peacekeeping missions the Secretary-General’s zero-tolerance policy on sexual exploitation and abuse.

She met with Special Representative Jacques Klein.  Tomorrow, she is scheduled to meet with the mission’s management team and hold a Town Hall meeting with the entire staff.

In the course of the week she will also visit peacekeeping missions in Sierra Leone and Côte d’Ivoire.  And we will keep you posted step by step on that visit.

**Sudan
The UN mission in Darfur, Sudan continues to receive reports of violence.

A number of weekend incidents were reported, including an attack by tribal militia on a village in South Darfur, which the African Union said resulted in the deaths of two villagers.

**Security Council
If the United Nations withdraws its military liaison officers and police trainers from Timor-Leste as scheduled on 20 May, the country may face insurmountable challenges in its path towards peace and stability.

That is what Sukehiro Hasegawa, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Timor-Leste, told the Security Council today in its open meeting on that country, where the UN Mission is scheduled to wrap up its work in May.

The Secretary-General, in his latest report to the Council, recommended that a scaled-down UN Mission be kept in the country for another 12-month period.  Hasegawa said that the period could be shortened if bilateral and multilateral arrangements are found to assume the responsibilities that the Mission currently performs.  We have copies of his speech upstairs.

Today is the last day of Benin’s Presidency of the Security Council.  Tomorrow, Brazil will take over the rotating Council Presidency for the month of March.

**Friday Statement Attributable to the Spokesman
On Friday; perhaps after many of you left, we issued the following statement regarding the suicide bombing in Tel Aviv, Israel.  I’d just like to read it into the record:

“The Secretary-General condemns in the strongest possible terms the suicide bomb attack in Tel Aviv this evening.

“He expresses his hope that immediate action will be taken to apprehend and bring to justice the perpetrators.  This terrorist act should not be allowed to undermine the recent positive steps taken by both sides.

“The Secretary-General offers his heartfelt condolences to the families of the victims.”

**UNRWA
We have two announcements from the UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East, better known as UNRWA.

First, earlier today in Geneva, the agency’s Commissioner-General, Peter Hansen, unveiled a 5-year medium-term plan.  The plan is designed not only to enhance the quality of its education, health and social services but also to better promote self-reliance among the refugees by extending the Agency’s microcredit programme, increasing its provision of vocational training and by upgrading the conditions in the refugee camps.

The agency is requesting $1.1 billion over the next five years to implement this plan, which was designed in consultation with major donors.

Second, the Saudi Arabian Government said it will donate $20 million to UNRWA’s emergency relief fund.  This will go towards a major re-housing project in Rafah in southern Gaza for many of the thousands of refugees who lost their homes during Israeli demolition operations over the last four years.

**DR Congo
The UN Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo reports that one of its peacekeepers shot and killed a prisoner as he tried to escape from a jail in the country’s north-east.

About 15 prisoners kicked down the door of a makeshift jail cell at the UN base near the town of Bunia, the capital of the Ituri District.

The prisoners then attacked a UN guard and tried to steal his weapon.  The guard struggled with the prisoners and managed to fire several warning shots as they tried to flee.

One prisoner was killed in the shooting and another wounded -– no prisoners escaped.

Several other prisoners were injured while being apprehended and were taken to a UN hospital in Bunia.

The UN Mission is carrying out an investigation now into the escape.

**Haiti
The UN Mission in Haiti reports that three Brazilian peacekeepers were shot and wounded during routine patrols over the weekend in the Bel Air neighbourhood of the Haitian capital, Port-au-Prince.

Two of the soldiers were shot late Friday, and the third on Saturday.

All three received prompt medical treatment and later rejoined their contingent.  All of them are reported in good condition today.

The armed elements who shot at the Brazilians have not yet been identified.

And the UN Mission is investigating.

**SG Message – Women
Ten years after the 1995 World Conference on Women in Beijing, women are not only more aware of their rights; they are more able to exercise them.  That’s what the Secretary-General said this morning at the opening of the Session of the Commission on the Status of Women marking Beijing Plus Ten.

He added that, while we have seen tangible progress on many fronts -- including improving life expectancy for women and more girls enrolled in primary education -- new challenges, such as the trafficking of women and children and the terrifying growth of HIV/AIDS among young women, remain.

We have the full text of the Secretary-General’s message upstairs.

** Côte d’Ivoire
The Secretary-General, in a letter to the Security Council President, has informed members of his intention to appoint Sweden’s former Permanent Representative to the United Nations, Pierre Schori, as his Special Representative in Côte d’Ivoire.

The Security Council is expected to respond to the letter by midday Wednesday.

Peacekeepers of the UN Operation in Côte d’Ivoire (UNOCI) stepped in to restore security in a western village earlier today following an early morning attack launched by a group of armed young men against a Forces Nouvelles checkpoint.

Following UN peacekeepers’ action, 87 armed men were detained and will be handed over to the appropriate authorities.  Their weapons and ammunition were also seized.  A Bangladeshi peacekeeper was seriously injured in the incident, as well as two civilians, according to the Peacekeeping Department.

The UN mission says it regrets this attack and considers that it could only serve as a setback to the peace process at a time when the international community, in particular the South African mediation process, as well as all the actors of the Côte d’Ivoire conflict, have made every effort to find a political solution to the crisis.

In another incident, on Sunday night, fighting broke out at another village.  The UN mission managed to send troops to quell the fighting in which nine villagers were injured.

**Togo
The Secretary-General, in another statement issued Friday evening, welcomed the decision by Faure Gnassingbe to step down as head of State of Togo and the subsequent designation by the National Assembly of an Interim Head of State who will oversee the organization of the forthcoming elections in accordance with the Constitution.

We have the full statement available upstairs.

**IAEA
The Board of Governors for the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) is meeting today in Vienna, and Director-General Mohamed ElBaradei told the Board that the Agency has made progress in following up on information provided by Iran on its centrifuge programmes.  He encouraged Iran to provide full transparency on its nuclear activities and to work closely with the Agency to build the necessary confidence.

ElBaradei, in response to a question from a reporter today, said he could not put any time frame on when the Iran issue would be resolved.  However, he told reporters, the Agency is making progress on the substance of the important issues, including determining the sources of contamination found on Iraqi equipment.

We have copies of ElBaradei’s statement upstairs.

**Press Conference this Afternoon
Immediately following this briefing, Carol Bellamy, the Executive Director of the UN Children’s Fund, will be here to talk about the tenth year review and appraisal of the Beijing Plan of Action, as well as sexual violence and exploitation of women.

**Guest at Noon Tomorrow
And then our guest at the briefing tomorrow will be Ambassador Melvyn Levitsky, the United States member of the International Narcotics Control Board, who will be here to launch the Board’s annual report.

**Press Conference Tomorrow
And then a press conference tomorrow afternoon at 4, Madame Nicole Ameline, the French Minister for Parity and Equality in the Workplace, will hold a press conference in this room.

That’s all I have for you today.

Yes, Nick?

Questions and Answers
Question:  On the Congo shooting and killing of a prisoner who escaped --you said peacekeepers fired warning shots?  So, the prisoner was killed accidentally when a warning shot that was not meant to hit him hit him?

Spokesman:  Sure.  We have all those details.  We’re investigating it.  It indicated that these people broke out of their cell, attacked the guard, tried to take his weapon, shots were fired, and then subsequently more shots were fired as these people tried to flee the compound.

So, I am not sure I can answer that question.  We might better wait until the investigation is completed.

Yes? 

Question:  On Lebanon, do you have any reaction of the Secretary-General on the resignation of the Government?

Spokesman:  That was happening at two minutes after twelve just before I came down here.  At least we saw the reporting on it.  So, it’s too early.  We’ll see if we have a reaction a little bit later.

Mr. Abbadi?

Question:  Did the recruitment policies announcement by the Secretary-General last week apply in this case of recruitment of the gentleman from Thailand as the head of UNCTAD?  Or was it already in the pipeline and there was no time to...(Interrupted)?

Spokesman:  It was already in the pipeline, but it’s an appointment that we’re particularly proud of.  We think it’s an especially good one, and we think that Member States generally, will applaud it.

Yes, sir?

Question:  With half of humanity in the UN’s basement this week, will there be any attention to the parallel Commission for Sustainable Development meeting, which has also something going on these two weeks?

Spokesman:  Well, what we can do is try to get someone to come to this room to brief you on that subject, as well.

Question:  That was my intention of bringing it up because they may just get lost in the shuffle.

Spokesman:  Okay, we’ll see if we can do that.

All right, I see Carol Bellamy in the back.  So, I would ask her to come up and brief you now.

(Issued separately)

* *** *
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