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Biosafety Protocol Now Operational as Governments Agree on Documentation Rules for GMO Trade

From UNEP Geneva
Friday, February 27, 2004

KUALA LUMPUR/NAIROBI, 27 February 2004 - The 87 member States of the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety, which entered into force in September 2003, have adopted documentation requirements and other procedures for promoting the safety of international trade in living (or genetically) modified organisms (known as LMOs, or GMOs), at the end of their one-week meeting in Malaysia.

Under the new system, all bulk shipments of genetically engineered crops intended for food, feed or processing (such as soybeans and maize) are to be identified as "may contain LMOs". The accompanying documentation should also indicate the contact details of the importer, exporter or other appropriate authority.

Over the next year an expert group will further elaborate the documentation and handling requirements for these bulk agricultural shipments. Key issues still to be resolved include the percentage of modified material that these shipments may contain and still be considered GMO-free and the inclusion of any additional detailed information. A decision on these matters will be considered at the next meeting of the treaty's Parties, to be held in 2005.

Agreement has also been reached on more detailed documentation requirements for those GMOs (such as genetically engineered seeds and fish) that are meant to be introduced directly into the environment. The documentation accompanying such GMOs should specify the common, scientific and commercial names of the modified organism, the transformation event code or unique identifier code, any handling and storage requirements, contact details in the case of emergency, and how the GMO is to be used.

"Now that a system for identifying and labeling GMO exports has become operational, countries can enjoy the benefits of biotechnology with greater confidence while avoiding the potential risks", said Hamdallah Zedan, the Protocol's Executive Secretary.

"This rigorous system for handling, transporting, packaging and identifying GMOs is in the best interests of everyone - developed and developing countries, consumers and industry, and all those who care deeply about our natural environment", he said.

The meeting also adopted procedures and mechanisms for promoting compliance with the Protocol and assisting countries in cases of non-compliance. It established a 15-member compliance committee that will submit regular reports and recommendations to the governing body of the Protocol.

A negotiating group of legal and technical experts on liability and redress for damages resulting from transboundary movements of GMOs was also launched and asked to develop a regime by 2008. The group must consider issues such as insurance and the definition and valuation of damage to biodiversity.

Other decisions adopted this week focus on making the Biosafety Clearing House fully functional (the Clearing House will enable Governments to share information on GMOs, national legislation, and other critical matters), implementing a comprehensive action plan to promote capacity building, providing guidance to the Protocol's financial mechanism on priorities and establishing a medium-term work programme for the Protocol.

The world's Governments adopted the Biosafety Protocol in January 2000 to ensure the safe transfer, handling and use of GMOs that may adversely effect the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity, taking also into account risks to human health. The Protocol forms a part of the Convention on Biological Diversity, which was negotiated under the auspices of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and signed by over 150 Governments at the 1992 Rio Earth Summit.

This week's meeting of the Conference of the Parties serving as the first meeting of the Parties to the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety (COP-MOP1) attracted some 1,000 delegates and observers. The next meeting will take place in the second quarter of 2005.


Note to journalists: For more information, please contact Michael Williams, UNEP Information Officer, in Malaysia, at +60-12-6200706, or, as of Monday, 1 March, in Geneva, +41-79-409-1528 or michael.williams@unep.ch; or Diana Nicholson, Information Officer, Biodiversity Convention Secretariat, in Montreal, at +1-514-287-7031 or diana.nicholson@biodiv.org

For more information on the Convention and the Protocol see www.biodiv.org.


For more information, contact:

Michael Williams
Information Officer
UNEP Geneva
mwilliams@unep.ch
 _________________________________________________________________________________________
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Environmental activists claim victory over US on GM foods
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KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) Feb 27, 2004
Environmental activists claimed victory over the United States as more than 100 countries agreed Friday to rules on the export of genetically-modified (GM) products.

Signatories to the UN's Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety, which came into force last September, decided at a conference here on a "rigorous system" for handling, transporting, packaging and identifying GM crops, food and other exports.

The agreement "foiled attempts by the USA and other GM-exporting countries to weaken this newborn international agreement on GMOs," the Friends of the Earth environmental group said in a statement.

The US has not signed the protocol, which has been ratified by 86 countries and the European Union, and lobbied hard on the sidelines of the conference for minimal labelling of GM products, claiming they posed no threat to human health or the environment.

Critics, however, have dubbed such products -- known as genetically-modified organisms (GMOs) or living modified organisms (LMOs) -- "Frankenfoods", after the monster Frankenstein.

The US is the world's biggest producer of GM crops and is already involved in a battle over export regulations in the World Trade Organisation.

"GMOs pose a real danger to the environment and to the health and livelihoods of people around the world," said Friends of the Earth International spokesman Juan López.

Under the new system, all bulk shipments of GM crops intended for food, animal feed or processing, such as soybeans and maize, are to be labeled, the United Nations Environment Programme said.

The common, scientific and commercial names of the organism along with the "transformation event code" must be documented, as well as the contact details of the traders, while handling and storage requirements must be clearly indicated. 

Shipments of GMOs such as seeds and fish that are meant to be introduced directly into the environment must be clearly identified as "destined for contained use", provide contact details in case of emergency, identify the GMO's risk class and specify how it is to be used.

"Now that a system for identifying and labeling GMO exports has become operational, countries can enjoy the benefits of biotechnology with greater confidence while avoiding the potential risks," said Hamdallah Zedan, the Protocol's executive secretary.

"This rigorous system for handling, transporting, packaging and identifying GMOs is in the best interests of everyone - developed and developing countries, consumers and industry, and all those who care deeply about our natural environment," he said

________________________________________________________________________________________

Pretoria News
World faces bigger threats than al-Qaeda

1 March 2004
United States President George Bush may feel al-Qaeda is the mother of all threats but a growing number of analysts and policy makers say Mother Nature could unleash bigger and scarier security concerns.

Ten years after Robert Kaplan wrote a seminal article arguing that the environment would emerge as the security threat of the 21st century, global warming and a host of other green ills are seen as major destabilising forces.

Canadian Environment Minister David Anderson said last month that global warming posed a greater long-term threat to humanity than terrorism because it could force hundreds of millions from their homes and trigger an economic 
catastrophe.

Natural disasters caused by extreme weather, including heat waves and tornadoes, claimed more victims in 2003 than the previous year and the trend is set to continue, said the world's biggest reinsurance company Munich Re.

	'We see these different stresses, poverty, diseases, water scarcity'



"The nature of changes now occurring simultaneously in the global environment, their magnitudes and rates are unprecedented in human history," said Jenny Clover, a researcher at the Pretoria-based Institute for Security Studies.

"We see these different stresses, poverty, diseases, water scarcity... what one needs to understand is how these stresses increase vulnerability to environmental change."

Disruptive environmental changes include surging urban populations, wild weather patterns and depleting fish stocks.

Environmental change is also seen as a trigger for conflict.

"Places with political unrest will be made worse if millions of rural people are displaced or lose their livelihood because of climate change or soil erosion," said Steve Sawyer, political director for the environmental group Greenpeace.

Global warming, blamed widely on emissions of gasses like carbon dioxide from cars and factories, is expected to raise global average temperatures by 1,4 to 5,8°C by 2100. This could melt polar icecaps which would push sea levels higher, sparking a mass exodus from areas vulnerable to flooding.

Using West Africa as his launch pad, Kaplan painted a bleak picture of an unravelling planet in The Coming Anarchy, published in the February 1994 edition of the Atlantic Monthly. "For a while the media will continue to ascribe riots and other violent upheavals mainly to ethnic and religious conflict. But as these conflicts multiply, it will become apparent something else is afoot. It is time to understand the environment for what it is: the national security issue of the 21st century," he wrote.

To Kaplan, soaring populations, deforestation, soil erosion, rising sea levels and the spread of diseases like Aids would all conspire, especially in parts of Africa, to destroy the fabric of society and make many states ungovernable.

He said these developments "will prompt mass migrations and, in turn, incite group conflicts".

A number of African states have - to use the political science jargon - "failed" since he wrote these words.

Liberia, Sierra Leone and the Democratic Republic of Congo - all scenes of deforestation, unsustainable urban growth and other environmental problems - have been ravaged by war and all but collapsed while Ivory Coast and Zimbabwe are imploding. Just months after Kaplan's piece appeared, densely populated and ecologically stressed Rwanda exploded in an orgy of violence that saw hundreds of thousands of Tutsis and moderate Hutus slain by Hutu extremists.

But analysts also see positive developments - including the return of peace, even if fragile - to countries like Liberia and Sierra Leone and the end of Angola's long civil war.

"Kaplan is very provocative but if you follow his logic you have a dead end, the coming anarchy," said John Stremlau, the head of the International Relations department at Wits.

"You have a lot of work being done in Africa to get away from the coming anarchy," he said.

Still, many African countries and other developing nations are saddled with the problems Kaplan highlighted.

These include eroding farmland and burgeoning populations in urban areas which cannot provide basic services such as clean water.

Combined with demographic trends that are swelling the ranks of the young and unemployed, such urban centres are feeding crime and instability and becoming recruiting grounds for groups like al-Qaeda.

The United Nations is now taking a closer look at possible environmental causes of instability and conflict.

"We have been looking at gaps in our scientific knowledge and we have been given the green light to do more research on the links between the environment and conflict," said Nick Nuttall, spokesperson for the United Nations Environment Programme.

"There are some countries where the environment has gone to hell where they don't have conflict. Then there are places like Haiti where land degradation seems to have been a trigger."

Some analysts have speculated that the struggle for scarce water supplies could become a major source of international tension this century but one environmental study found that 3 600 water agreements had been recorded over the past 4 500 years.

"It appears that water, far from being a source of conflict is a source of co-operation," said Nuttall.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Cape News 

Nature plunging us into anarchy

March 1, 2004
By Ed Stoddard

Johannesburg: United States President George Bush may feel al-Qaeda is the other of all threats, but a growing number of analysts and policy makers say Mother Nature could unleash bigger and scarier security concerns.

Ten years after Robert Kaplan wrote a seminal article arguing the environment would emerge as the security threat of the 21st century, global warming and a host of other green ills are seen as major destabilising forces.

Canadian Environment Minister David Anderson said this month that global warming posed a greater long-term threat to humanity than terrorism because it could force hundreds of millions from their homes and trigger an economic catastrophe.

Natural disasters caused by extreme weather, including heatwaves and tornadoes, claimed more victims in 2003 than the previous year and the trend is set to continue, the world's biggest reinsurance company Munich Re said last week.

"The nature of changes now occurring simultaneously in the global environment, their magnitudes and rates are unprecedented in human history," said Jenny Clover, a researcher at the Pretoria-based Institute for Security Studies.

"We see these different stresses, poverty, diseases, water scarcity ... what one needs to understand is how these stresses increase vulnerability to environmental change."

Disruptive environmental changes include surging urban populations, wild weather patterns and depleting fish stocks.

Environmental change is also seen as a trigger for conflict.

"All sorts of places with political unrest will be made worse if millions of rural people are displaced or lose their livelihood because of climate change or soil erosion," said Steve Sawyer, political director for the environmental group Greenpeace.

Global warming, blamed widely on emissions of gases like carbon dioxide from cars and factories, is expected to raise global average temperatures by 1.4 to 5.8°C by 2100. This could melt polar icecaps, pushing sea levels higher, sparking a mass exodus from areas vulnerable to flooding like Bangladesh. Such a scenario would raise tensions on the heavily-populated Indian sub-continent.

Using West Africa as his launch pad, Kaplan painted a bleak picture of an unravelling planet in The Coming Anarchy, published in the February 1994 edition of the Atlantic Monthly.

"For a while the media will continue to ascribe riots and other violent upheavals ... mainly to ethnic and religious conflict. But as these conflicts multiply, it will become apparent that something else is afoot.

"It is time to understand the environment for what it is: the security issue of the 21st century."

To Kaplan, soaring populations, deforestation, soil erosion, rising sea levels and the spread of diseases like Aids would all conspire, especially in parts of Africa, to destroy the fabric of society and make many states ungovernable. He said these developments "will prompt mass migrations and, in turn, incite group conflicts". A number of African states have "failed" since he wrote these words.

Liberia, Sierra Leone and the Democratic Republic of Congo - all scenes of deforestation, unsustainable urban growth and other environmental problems - have been ravaged by war and all but collapsed, while Ivory Coast and Zimbabwe are imploding.

Just months after Kaplan's piece appeared, densely populated and ecologically stressed Rwanda exploded in an orgy of violence that saw hundreds of thousands of Tutsis and moderate Hutus slain by Hutu extremists.

But analysts also see positive developments - including the return of peace, even if fragile - to countries like Liberia and Sierra Leone, and the end of Angola's long civil war.

"Kaplan is very provocative but if you follow his logic you have a dead end, the coming anarchy," said John Stremlau, the head of the International Relations department at Wits. "A lot of work is being done in Africa to get away from the coming anarchy." 

Still, many African countries and other developing nations are saddled with the problems Kaplan highlighted, including eroding farmland and burgeoning populations in urban areas without basic services.

Combined with demographic trends that are swelling the ranks of the young and unemployed, such urban centres are feeding crime and instability and becoming recruiting grounds for groups like al-Qaeda.

The United Nations is also taking a closer look at possible environmental causes of instability and conflict.

"We have been looking at gaps in our scientific knowledge, and we have been given the green light to do more research on the links between the environment and conflict," said Nick Nuttall, spokesman for the UN Environment Programme (Unep).

"There are some where the environment has gone to hell where they don't have conflict. Then there are places like Haiti where land degradation seems to have been a trigger."

Some analysts have speculated that the struggle for scarce water supplies could become a major source of international tension this century, but one Unep study found that 3 600 water agreements had been recorded over the past 4 500 years.

"It appears that water, far from being a source of conflict, is a source of co-operation," said Nuttall. 

  Munich Re said in its annual review of natural catastrophes that earthquakes, heat waves and tornadoes had killed 75 000 people last year, including 40 000 who died in December's severe earthquake in Iran.

The report said five events had accounted for about a third of all economic and insured losses.

Apart from the Iranian earthquake, a heatwave that hit central and southern Europe in the summer claimed 20 000 lives, and an earthquake measuring 6.8 on the Richter scale killed 2 200 in Algeria in May.

The most expensive disasters for insurers were in the US, where tornadoes battered the Midwest in May and a heatwave caused drought and forest fires in California in October and November, destroying homes.

The fires cost the insurance industry some $2 billion, Munich Re said, while a massive hailstorm in Texas during the tornadoes "will go down in US insurance history" after generating insured losses of more than $1bn.

In total, insured losses were 40% higher than in 2002 at $16bn, said Munich Re, which insures insurance companies for the risks from their policies. Total economic losses rose 18% to $65bn.

The report also said global warming would cause increasing economic damage in future. In central Europe alone, an expected 2°C increase by the middle of the century would cause more heat waves and floods.

"Neither humans, buildings and infrastructure nor the agricultural and livestock sectors are prepared for such extremes. We are well advised to prepare for dramatic changes."

Climate protection was about to enter "a new dimension", and the report welcomed the emissions trading in the EU in 2005, which will offer a financial incentive to reduce pollution - it will allow companies that exceed their CO2 emission limits to buy and trade emissions permits. 

But the EU may review its backing the Kyoto Protocol. While Russia is hesitating to sign, the US, the world's top polluter, has already refused to back Kyoto, saying it is a regulatory straitjacket that will harm industry and economic growth. - Reuters


Cape Times: The Debate

  Join the debate: e-mail contributions to debate@ctn.independent.co.za
_________________________________________________________________________________________

The Star

Meeting ends with adoption of new rules
BY TAN CHENG LI 

KUALA LUMPUR: New rules which protect consumers, farmers and the environment from the potential dangers of living or genetically modified organisms (LMOs or GMOs) were adopted at the conclusion of the week-long meeting on the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety. 

The 87 countries party to the agreement, meeting for the first time since it came into force in September, decided on stronger requirements for documenting LMO shipments. 

They also initiated moves towards an international regime on liability and redress arising from damage caused by transboundary movement of LMOs.  

Another major outcome was the creation of a 15-man committee to promote compliance with provisions under the protocol and to address incidents of non-compliance.  

Most delegates, including the usually critical non-governmental groups, were generally pleased with the outcome.  
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	Law presenting a memento to Zedan after the conclusion of the week-long meeting on the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety in Kuala Lumpur Friday.


Describing the meeting as a historic event, Science, Technology and Environment Minister Datuk Law Hieng Ding said it set the path for the implementation of the protocol as a legal instrument. 

“It is crucial to show the world community that the protocol is going to be an operational and practical instrument, one which will ensure an adequate level of protection against the adverse impact of LMOs without impeding trade unduly,” he said at a press conference after closing the meeting yesterday. 

There is currently no international regime on liability and redress, despite incidents of accidental release of LMOs, which pose risks for biodiversity and humans.  

To fill this gap, delegates issued a mandate to a technical working group to complete the rules on liability and redress by 2007 so that parties could consider the proposals the following year. The group must look at issues such as the type of damage and the valuation of damage to biodiversity. 

Under the new documentation system, all bulk shipments of GM crops intended for food, feed and processing – commodities such as soyabean and corn – must be identified as “may contain LMOs” and accompanied by documents with contact details of the importer, exporter or other appropriate authorities. 

Detailed information will also be needed for shipments of LMOs, which will be introduced to the environment – such as GM seeds for planting.  

They must be marked “destined for contained use” and carry the common, scientific and commercial names of the modified organism, the identity of the modified gene, special handling and storage needs, and usage of the LMOs. 

“Now that a system for identifying and labelling GMO exports has been made operational, countries can enjoy the benefits of biotechnology with greater confidence while avoiding the potential risks,” said Hamdallah Zedan, executive secretary of the protocol. 

The meeting also made the Biosafety Clearing House fully functional. This is a mechanism for the sharing of information on GMOs, legislation and other matters. 

ABC Online

Activists claim victory over US on GM foods
Environmental activists are claiming victory over the United States as more than 100 countries agree to rules on the export of genetically modified (GM) products. 

Signatories to the UN's Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety, which came into force last September, decided at a conference on a "rigorous system" for handling, transporting, packaging and identifying GM crops, food and other exports. 

The agreement "foiled attempts by the USA and other GM-exporting countries to weaken this newborn international agreement on GMOs," the Friends of the Earth environmental group said. 

The US has not signed the protocol, which has been ratified by 86 countries and the European Union.

The country lobbied hard on the sidelines of the conference for minimal labelling of GM products, claiming they posed no threat to human health or the environment. 

Critics, however, have dubbed such products - known as genetically modified organisms (GMOs) or living modified organisms (LMOs) - "Frankenfoods", after the monster Frankenstein. 

The US is the world's biggest producer of GM crops and is already involved in a battle over export regulations in the World Trade Organisation. 

"GMOs pose a real danger to the environment and to the health and livelihoods of people around the world," said Friends of the Earth International spokesman Juan López. 

Under the new system, all bulk shipments of GM crops intended for food, animal feed or processing, such as soybeans and maize, are to be labelled.

The common, scientific and commercial names of the organism along with the "transformation event code" must be documented, as well as the contact details of the traders, while handling and storage requirements must be clearly indicated. 

Shipments of GMOs such as seeds and fish that are meant to be introduced directly into the environment must be clearly identified as "destined for contained use", provide contact details in case of emergency, identify the GMO's risk class and specify how it is to be used. 

"Now that a system for identifying and labelling GMO exports has become operational, countries can enjoy the benefits of biotechnology with greater confidence while avoiding the potential risks," said Hamdallah Zedan, the protocol's executive secretary.

"This rigorous system for handling, transporting, packaging and identifying GMOs is in the best interests of everyone - developed and developing countries, consumers and industry, and all those who care deeply about our natural environment," he said. 

AFP Agence France Presse
February 27, 2004 Friday

Environmentalists claim victory over US as rules agreed on GM exports

BYLINE: M.JEGATHESAN

DATELINE: KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 27

BODY:
Environmentalists claimed victory over the United States Friday as more than 100 countries agreed to international rules covering the export of genetically-modified products such as crops and food.

Signatories to the UN's Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety, which came into force in September last year, decided at a conference here on a "rigorous system" for handling, transporting, packaging and identifying genetically-engineered exports.

The agreement "foiled attempts by the USA and other GM exporting countries to weaken this newborn international agreement on GMOs (genetically modified organisms)", the Friends of the Earth environmental group said in a statement. 

The US was quick to express its disappointment. "We understand the concerns that countries have to protect their biodiversity, but we believe you can't just erect walls and have regulatory procedures that are not based on science," biotech trade policy spokeswoman Deborah Malac said.

"Our biggest disappointment is that we feel they are moving down a path away from practical steps. They are moving very, very quickly in a direction without being sure parties can implement their obligations."

The US has not signed the protocol, which has been ratified by 86 countries and the European Union (EU), and lobbied hard on the sidelines of the conference for the minimal labelling of GM products, claiming they posed no threat to human health or to the environment.

Critics, however, have dubbed such products -- known as GMOs or living modified organisms (LMOs) -- "Frankenfoods", after the fictional man-made monster Frankenstein.

The US is the world's biggest producer of GM crops and is already involved in a battle over export regulations in the World Trade Organisation (WTO), where the EU wants strict labelling requirements.

Genetic modification can involve the introduction of genes from one plant to another or the switching of genes between plants and animals to change the way they develop, usually to protect them from disease or enhance their commercial value.

Under the new system, all shipments of GMOs such as seeds and fish that are meant to be introduced directly into the environment must be clearly identified as "destined for contained use", the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) said in a statement.

The common, scientific and commercial names of the modified organisms along with the "transformation event code" must be documented, as well as the contact details of the traders, while any handling and storage requirements are to be clearly indicated.

Documentation must also provide contact details in case of an emergency, identify the GMO's risk class and specify how the GMO is to be used.

All bulk shipments of genetically-engineered crops intended for food, animal feed or processing, such as soybeans and maize, are to be labelled "may contain LMOs", the UNEP said.

"Now that a system for identifying and labelling GMO exports has become operational, countries can enjoy the benefits of biotechnology with greater confidence while avoiding the potential risks," said Hamdallah Zedan, the Protocol's executive secretary.

"This rigorous system for handling, transporting, packaging and identifying GMOs is in the best interests of everyone -- developed and developing countries, consumers and industry, and all those who care deeply about our natural environment," he said.

The conference also set up a group of legal and technical experts to develop regulations by 2008 covering liability and redress for damages resulting from transboundary movements of GMOs.

The protocol forms part of the Convention on Biological Diversity, adopted by 150 countries after the Rio Earth summit in 1992, which aims to protect all forms of life from the ravages of human development.

New Straits Times

New rules on GMOs adopted
By Koh Lay Chin and Farrah Naz Karim

THE 87 member countries of the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety adopted yesterday the “newborn” international rules for documentation requirements and other procedures to promote the safety of global trade in living modified organism (LMO) or genetically modified organisms (GMO). This would pave the way for the implementation of a new operational and practical legal instrument that provides higher protection against adverse effects of GMOs, but does not impede trade.

Science, Technology and Environment Minister Datuk Seri Law Hieng Ding said this at the end of MOP1, or the first meeting of the Parties of the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety, at the Putra World Trade Centre yesterday.

Under the new system, documentation accompanying all bulk shipments of genetically engineered crops intended for food, feed or processing are to be identified as "may contain LMOs", and should indicate the contact details of the importer, exporter or other appropriate authority.

A group of experts will meet over the next year to further elaborate the documentation and handling requirements for these bulk agricultural shipments.

Key issues still to be resolved include the percentage of modified materials these shipments may contain and still be considered GMOfree, and the inclusion of any additional detailed information. A decision will be considered at the next meeting, to be held in 2005.

Agreement has also been reached on more detailed documentation requirements for those GMOs (such as genetically engineered seeds and fish) that are meant to be introduced directly into the environment. Their shipments should be clearly identified as "destined for contained use".

The documentation should specify the common, scientific and commercial names of the modified organism, the transformation event code or unique identifier code, any handling and storage requirements, contact details in the case of emergency, and how the GMO is to be used.

Law, who is also the convention's president, said the meeting also adopted procedures and mechanisms for promoting compliance with the protocol and assisting countries in cases of non-compliance.

To make the execution of the protocol effective, a 15-member compliance committee will submit regular reports and recommendations to the governing body of the protocol.

A negotiating group of legal and technical experts on liability and redress for damages resulting from transboundary movements of GMOs was also launched, and had been asked to develop a regime by 2008. Meanwhile, protocol executive secretary Hamdallah Zedan said with a system for identifying and labeling GMO exports, countries could enjoy the benefits of biotechnology with greater confidence while avoiding the potential risks.

________________________________________________________________________________________

Truth About Trade & Technology

27 February 2004

UN announces new measures to boost safety in trade of genetically modified organisms
Efforts to promote the safety of international trade in genetically modified organisms received a new boost this week with the adoption of labelling and documentation requirements, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) announced today.

Under the new system adopted by the 87 member States of the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety at a weeklong meeting in Malaysia attended by more than 1,000 delegates and observers, all bulk shipments of living or genetically modified organisms (known as LMOs, or GMOs) intended for food, feed or processing (such as soybeans and maize) are to be identified as "may contain LMOs."

The accompanying documentation should also indicate the contact details of the importer, exporter or other appropriate authority.

Although the new system is binding on countries that are party to the Protocol, many key agricultural producers, such as the United States, have not endorsed that pact.

“Now that a system for identifying and labelling GMO exports has become operational, countries can enjoy the benefits of biotechnology with greater confidence while avoiding the potential risks," the Protocol's Executive Secretary, Hamdallah Zedan, said.

"This rigorous system for handling, transporting, packaging and identifying GMOs is in the best interests of everyone - developed and developing countries, consumers and industry, and all those who care deeply about our natural environment," he added.

The Cartagena Protocol, which entered into force last September, is designed to ensure the safe transfer, handling and use of GMOs that may adversely effect the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity, taking also into account risks to human health. It forms part of the Convention on Biological Diversity negotiated under the auspices of the UNEP and signed by over 150 Governments at the 1992 Rio Earth Summit.

Over the next year an expert group will further elaborate the documentation and handling requirements for bulk agricultural shipments. Key issues still to be resolved include the percentage of modified material that these shipments may contain and still be considered GMO-free and the inclusion of any additional detailed information. A decision on these matters will be considered at the next meeting of the treaty’s Parties, to be held in 2005.

 _________________________________________________________________________________________

Taipei Times

Countries agree on GM food rules

VICTORY OVER US: More than 100 countries agreed to abide by rules on the export of genetically modified food, foiling attempts by the US to weaken the accord 

AFP , KUALA LUMPUR 
Saturday, Feb 28, 2004,Page 5 

	"GMOs pose a real danger to the environment and to the health and livelihoods of people around the world." 

	Juan Lopez, Friends of the Earth International spokesman


Environmental activists claimed victory over the US as more than 100 countries agreed yesterday to rules on the export of genetically modified (GM) products.

Signatories to the UN's Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety, which came into force last September, decided at a conference here on a "rigorous system" for handling, transporting, packaging and identifying GM crops, food and other exports.

The agreement "foiled attempts by the USA and other GM-exporting countries to weaken this newborn international agreement on GMOs," the Friends of the Earth environmental group said in a statement.

The US has not signed the protocol, which has been ratified by 86 countries and the EU, and lobbied hard on the sidelines of the conference for minimal labelling of GM products, claiming they posed no threat to human health or the environment.

Critics, however, have dubbed such products -- known as genetically-modified organisms (GMOs) or living modified organisms (LMOs) -- "Frankenfoods," after the monster Frankenstein.

The US is the world's biggest producer of GM crops and is involved in a battle over export regulations in the WTO.

"GMOs pose a real danger to the environment and to the health and livelihoods of people around the world," said Friends of the Earth International spokesman Juan Lopez.

Under the new system, all bulk shipments of GM crops intended for food, animal feed or processing, such as soybeans and maize, are to be labeled, the UN Environment Program said.

The common, scientific and commercial names of the organism along with the "transformation event code" must be documented, as well as the contact details of the traders, while handling and storage requirements must be clearly indicated.

Shipments of GMOs such as seeds and fish that are meant to be introduced directly into the environment must be clearly identified as "destined for contained use," provide contact details in case of emergency, identify the GMO's risk class and specify how it is to be used.

"Now that a system for identifying and labeling GMO exports has become operational, countries can enjoy the benefits of biotechnology with greater confidence while avoiding the potential risks," said Hamdallah Zedan, the Protocol's executive secretary.

"This rigorous system for handling, transporting, packaging and identifying GMOs is in the best interests of everyone -- developed and developing countries, consumers and industry, and all those who care deeply about our natural environment," he said. 

ENS

Biosafety Protocol: Transgenic Shipments Must Be Identified 
KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia, February 27, 2004 (ENS) - All international bulk shipments of genetically modified crops such as corn and soybeans intended for food, feed or processing must be identified as transgenic under a new system agreed by the 87 member governments of the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety. Parties to the protocol wound up their first meeting here today. 

The measure was adopted over the objections of the United States, which is not a signatory to the protocol, but which produces the majority of the world's genetically modified crops. 

U.S. officials in Kuala Lumpur argued that identification papers accompanying shipments of new transgenic varieties of corn or soybeans meant for cultivation, should not have to specify details of how they have been engineered. Other countries except Canada and Argentina, also producers of transgenic crops, disagreed. [image: image8.jpg]



U.S. negotiator Deborah Malac in Kuala Lumpur (Photo courtesy IISD)
Deborah Malac, biotech division chief at the U.S. State Department, defended the benefits of genetic engineering. She told a news conference, "By simply closing the door on this technology and saying we can't use it, you shut off the possibilities of great potential benefit because there is demonstrated improvement in crop yields which can lead to improved farmers' income, better food security and productivity." 

Environmentalists who believe genetically modified organisms (GMOs) contaminate traditional crops and cause health problems accused the producer countries of trying to subvert the protocol, and praised the other governments, including the European Union, for maintaining the strength of the agreement. 

Friends of the Earth International spokesman Juan Lopez Villar said, “Governments committed to biosafety have risen above the attempts of the USA coalition to undermine the right of consumers, farmers and citizens to choose non-genetically modified crops and food." 

"GMOs pose a real present danger to the environment, and the health and livelihoods of people around the world," Villar said. "Now we are up and running towards making biotechnology corporations liable for any GMO damage they cause." 

[image: image9.jpg]


Hamdallah Zedan (left) executive secretary of the Convention on Biological Diversity shares a handshake with Malaysian Environment Minister Dato Seri Law, who presided over the biosafety deliberations. (Photo courtesy IISD)
The meeting's president, Malaysian Environment Minister Dato Seri Law, said the Parties successfully set a path for an operational and practical instrument on biosafety, ensuring protection against the potential adverse effects of engineered organisms without unduly impeding trade. 

Representing the view of countries that are not Parties to the protocol, Thomas Roth and Peter Heyward of Australia expressed disappointment that the views of non-Parties were not taken into account in decision making and asked that the record establish that decisions of the meeting are not binding on other governments. Malac stressed that provisions for documentation requirements are voluntary for non-Parties. 

The Biosafety Protocol was agreed in January 2000 to ensure the safe transfer, handling and use of genetically modified organisms, known under the protocol as living modified organisms (LMOs), that may adversely effect the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity and human health. 

The protocol entered into force in September 2003. It forms a part of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), and this week's first meeting of Parties followed the Conference of Parties to the Convention which took place in Kuala Lumpur from February 9 through the 20. 

Under the new system, all bulk shipments of genetically modified crop are to be identified as "may contain LMOs." The accompanying documentation should also indicate the contact details of the importer, exporter or other appropriate authority. Countries can refuse shipments if this information is not provided. 

"Now that a system for identifying and labeling GMO exports has become operational, countries can enjoy the benefits of biotechnology with greater confidence while avoiding the potential risks," said Hamdallah Zedan, the protocol's executive secretary. 

"This rigorous system for handling, transporting, packaging and identifying GMOs is in the best interests of everyone - developed and developing countries, consumers and industry, and all those who care deeply about our natural environment," Zedan said. 

Over the next year an expert group will further elaborate the documentation and handling requirements for these bulk agricultural shipments. Key issues still to be resolved include the percentage of modified material that these shipments may contain and still be considered GMO free and the inclusion of any additional detailed information. A decision on these matters will be considered at the next meeting of the treaty's Parties, to be held in 2005. 

[image: image10.png]


Owen Ryan of Ireland (center) confers with other EU countries concerning the text on liability and redress. (Photo courtesy IISD)
In other decisions, a Working Group on liability for GMO damage has been created with a strong and clear mandate to complete the international rules and procedures for liability and redress by 2007. The United States objected to the text, but because the country is not a party to the protocol this objection was not taken into consideration by the chair. 

To enforce compliance with the protocol, a 15 person committee has been created and will be effective immediately. Cases of noncompliance can be reported by other parties and will not depend solely on self reporting. The committee can issue warnings and publish cases of noncompliance. For persistent offenders stronger measures could be agreed on the basis of consensus in future meetings. 

Other decisions adopted this week focus on making the Biosafety Clearing House fully functional. The Clearing House will enable governments to share information on GMOs, national legislation, and other critical matters. 

Parties to the protocol agreed on implementing a comprehensive action plan to promote capacity building for developing countries, providing guidance to the protocol's financial mechanism on priorities, and establishing a work program for the protocol in the medium term. 

This week's work is a good beginning, environmentalists said. "Those requirements are not sufficient to protect the environment and the food chain from contamination but they are an important first step that governments should implement immediately," said Doreen Stabinsky, head of the Greenpeace delegation in Kuala Lumpur. 

An American farmer displays genetically modified corn. (Photo courtesy Monsanto)
Elsewhere, the Chinese government this week approved final safety certificates for the importation of biotech crops produced by Monsanto that are engineered to be tolerant of Monsanto herbicides. "American growers who plant biotech crops should know that yet another significant importing nation has recognized the safety of these products," said Jerry Hjelle, Ph.D., Monsanto's vice president of regulatory affairs. 

Hjelle said that Monsanto received safety certificates for import of five commercial products in soybeans, corn, and cotton, thereby allowing farmers greater choice in how they produce their crops, control insects and decrease weeds. 

The UK government is expected to approve within days the country's first genetically modified crop, a corn variety, for commercial growing, but many local councils do not share its enthusiasm for the technology. 

The Hampshire County Council Wednesday voted to go GM free, bringing the total UK population living in areas with a GM free policy to 14 million, according to Friends of the Earth UK which is lobbying to block transgenic crops. 

More than 40 local authorities have voted to remain free of engineered crops and foods - opposing the growing of engineered crops on council land and banning modified ingredients in their catering, such as school meals.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

The News International
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States agree to rules for GM foods’ export

KUALA LUMPUR: Environmentalists claimed victory over the United States on Friday as more than 100 countries agreed to international rules covering the export of genetically modified crops and food.

Signatories to the UN’s Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety, which came into force in September last year, decided at a conference here on a rigorous system for handling, transporting, packaging and identifying genetically-engineered exports.

"The agreement foiled attempts by the USA and other GM exporting countries to weaken this newborn international agreement on GMOs (genetically modified organisms)," the Friends of the Earth environmental group said in a statement.

The European Union said it was pleased with the agreement, which observers said would force American companies to be more open about genetically modified products they export to signatory countries.

"We are pleased, we have achieved our objectives," said Christoph Bail, the head of Global Biodiversity in the European Environment Commission. "The message that has been sent to the US is that we are firm to make this protocol work. The message is, please do not try to undermine the protocol," Bail added.

The US was quick to express its disappointment. "We understand the concerns that countries have to protect their biodiversity, but we believe you can’t just erect walls and have regulatory procedures that are not based on science," biotech trade policy spokeswoman Deborah Malac said.

The US has not signed the protocol, which has been ratified by 86 countries and the European Union, and lobbied hard on the sidelines of the conference for the minimal labelling of GM products.

"We are happy with the outcome," Greenpeace delegation chief Doreen Stabinsky told AFP adding, "The US, Argentina and Canada were furious with the result." Canada and Argentina are also major producers of GM crops and have not signed the protocol.

Under the new system, all shipments of GMOs such as seeds and fish that are meant to be introduced directly into the environment must be clearly identified, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) said in a statement.

The common, scientific and commercial names of the modified organisms, along with the transformation event code, must be documented, as well as the GMO risk class and contact details in case of emergency. All bulk shipments of genetically-engineered crops intended for food, animal feed or processing, such as soybeans and maize, are to be labelled ‘may contain LMOs’, the UNEP said.

A 15-member committee was established to monitor compliance with the protocol, while a group of legal and technical experts will develop regulations by 2008 covering liability and redress for damages resulting from trans-boundary movements of GMOs.

"Now that a system for identifying and labelling GMO exports has become operational, countries can enjoy the benefits of biotechnology with greater confidence while avoiding the potential risks," said Hamdallah Zedan, the Protocol’s executive secretary.

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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Barcelona to host World Environment Day
Friday 27 February 2004
Barcelona will play host to the World Environment Day (WED) on June 5th this year, the UN Environment Programme announced this week. The annual event will be integrated with the five-month Universal Forum of Cultures, also being held in Barcelona. 

The theme of the WED this year is marine environment and sustainable coastal livelihoods. Renewable energy will also play a major part in both the WED and the Forum. 

Klaus Toepfer, Executive Director of UNEP said; "I am sure that the awareness that will be raised (by the WED) will catalyze further, long-lasting action from Governments, right down to the smallest seaside village, to deliver the WSSD Plan of Implementation. I am also impressed by the commitment to environmental technologies which show how a modern, 21st century city can reduce its ecological footprint, not only on the seas but on the air and the land.” 

Joan Clos, the Mayor of Barcelona, added; "World Environment Day will be a key celebration of the Universal Forum of Cultures. Its focus on peace, sustainability and respect for cultural diversity, reflects the global issues confronting our world of which the seas and oceans and the peoples who are linked with them are a key part." 

"Indeed, culture and its links with the environment, are critical. In many ways it is those culturally rich parts of the globe where concepts of conservation, of the sustainable harvesting of natural resources, of living in harmony with wildlife and landscapes, are so keenly understood. Loss of culture is not only a tragedy for the world's social fabric, but a loss of intimate knowledge of the natural world", he added. 
BBC

Eco-myths are a gun to the head' 
By Mark Kinver 
BBC News Online 


The scare tactics used by environmental groups to emphasise their green agenda is like having a gun held to the head. 
That was the provocative message delivered in a lecture by Bjorn Lomborg, the author of the controversial book The Skeptical Environmentalist. 

Dr Lomborg, whose best-selling writings angered greens around the world, told an invited audience in London that such tactics made people panic about an impending ecological meltdown and lose sight of what really mattered. 

He used his lecture at the Adam Smith Institute, a right-wing think tank, to up the ante in a long-running feud with groups such as Greenpeace. 

Environmental myths 
Building upon his alternative views outlined in The Skeptical Environmentalist, he warned that the fixation with issues like global warming meant more important issues, such as access to clean drinking water, were missing out on vital funding. 

It is like a street criminal pointing a gun at you and demanding money 
Dr Bjorn Lomborg 

Dr Lomborg argued that many of the beliefs held close to environmentalists' hearts - global warming, starvation and pollution - were red herrings in the green agenda. 

"The myths about the environment have convinced people that we are heading in the wrong direction... this is not true. 

"It is like a street criminal pointing a gun at you and demanding your money." 

It appeared as if the recent endorsement from the Danish government had given the sceptical environmentalist renewed vigour. 

In January 2003, the Danish Committee on Scientific Dishonesty (DCSD) upheld claims by environmentalists that his book bent facts to suit his arguments. 

However, Dr Lomborg, director of the Environmental Assessment Institute in Denmark, was absolved by the Danish Ministry of Science. It repudiated the DCSD's findings, describing them as "dissatisfactory". 

Lone voice 
The appreciative audience were certainly in no doubt who had the stronger argument when it came to the environment. 

Dr Eamonn Butler, director of the Adam Smith Institute, said Dr Lomborg was approached because the institute admired those who were willing to be a lone voice speaking out against conventional wisdom. 

THE SKEPTICAL ENVIRONMENTALIST 

1998 - Controversial book first published 

Sept 2001 - English version is published 

Feb 2002 - First complaint to DCSD 

Jan 2003 - DCSD passes 'scientific dishonesty' ruling 

Dec 2003 - Danish government clears author of dishonesty 

"He has opened up the entire debate on environmental policy by challenging the 'facts' environmental groups use to promote their doom stories." 

When BBC News Online approached Greenpeace, who were not among the audience members for Dr Lomborg's lecture, for their reaction to the "gun to the head" analogy, they were far from impressed. 

Greenpeace UK spokesman Ben Stewart said it was something the Dane used to hit the headlines, while hiding weak arguments. 

"His work is flawed in several aspects but he still continues to travel around, banging it out to right-wing cheerleaders. 

"Take his position on climate change; he accepts it exists and it is a result of human activity, yet he advocates doing absolutely nothing about it." 

Gathering storm 
Dr Lomborg was unrepentant. He told us: "We all want a Greenpeace that shouts about potential problems... but we should not trust them to be the sole source of information. 

"In a democracy, you do have arguments but to skip the discussion and follow just one argument, that is a much scarier scenario." 

It appears as if this stormy relationship is set to worsen. Dr Lomborg's Environmental Assessment Institute will host a major conference called Copenhagen Consensus at the end of May. 

Its aim is to bring together leading opinion formers, scientists and academics to hammer out what problems facing the world should really be at the top of the agenda. 

Guess what? Greenpeace are not invited. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

The News International

‘Bird flu crisis poses unprecedented threat’

BANGKOK: The bird flu outbreak, which has spread to 10 Asian nations and killed 22 people represents an unprecedented threat, experts at a UN conference aimed at finding ways to contain the virus said on Thursday.

"This situation in Asia is unprecedented in the world," said Bernard Vallat, chief of the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE), the top watchdog for veterinary health. "Never in the past have we witnessed an avian virus circulating so quickly in such a large part of the world," he said in a statement as experts from 23 Asia Pacific nations convened for three days of talks.

Vallat said the immediate priority for affected nations was to stop the virus in its tracks by slaughtering infected poultry as well as birds that had come in contact with them. "This is the best method to control the disease wherever possible, but many issues have to be solved: adequate compensation for farmers, the management of carcass disposal compatible with environmental risks and use of acceptable methods of killing," he said. World Health Organisation (WHO) representative in Thailand, Bjorn Melgaard, also said bird flu was having an unparalleled impact on the region and that it was clearly not yet under control. "These outbreaks of H5N1 have been unprecedented in scale and geographical spread.

Not only have they threatened human health globally, they have also inflicted significant damage on commercial agriculture and most painfully on individual farmers and their families," he said. Melgaard said the WHO was coordinating efforts to develop a human vaccine for bird flu which other officials said would be ready for testing and small-scale production in March, a process due to be finished in September.

He Changchui, Asia-Pacific representative for the UN’s Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) which sponsored the meeting, said bird flu posed a threat to livelihoods, human health and global trade. "We have an animal health emergency.

At least 100 million birds have died or have been destroyed. The source of the disease is not yet known and its epidemiology is not clearly understood," he said. He also called on rich nations to help fund the fight against bird flu "which will take longer than we thought, and it will be enormously costly." Vallat said the Paris-based OIE believed that a range of factors were to blame for the spread of the deadly H5N1 strain of bird flu, which has failed to be contained by the massive regional cull.

"We have a very aggressive strain of H5N1, with a strong capacity for spread," he said, adding that it had broken out in crowded areas where people lived in close confines with poultry. He said another factor was that national agricultural departments did not have sufficient skills and resources to carry out proper surveillance for animal diseases. The WHO has warned that although the 22 victims of bird flu are believed to have caught the disease through contact with infected birds, a global pandemic could be caused if the virus becomes transmissible among humans.

"The threat to global health is still in the box but it remains a major cause of concern," Melgaard said. "It is clear that the avian flu epidemic is not yet under control because as some outbreaks are eliminated, new ones erupt... The threat to human health will last as long as avian influenza persists in the environment." The H5N1 strain of bird flu has hit Cambodia, China, Indonesia, Japan, Laos and South Korea, Thailand and Vietnam. Taiwan and Pakistan, as well as parts of the United States and Canada, have reported weaker strains of the disease.

_________________________________________________________________________________________
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UN or UNEP in the news

Environment poses major threat
Bangkok Post, March 1, 2004 (Opinion & analysis, Ed Stoodard, Johannesburg, Reuters) – US President George W. Bush may feel al-Qaeda is the mother of all threats, but a growing number of analysts and policy makers say Mother Nature could unleash bigger and scarier security concerns.
Ten years after Robert Kaplan wrote a seminal article arguing that the environment would emerge as the security threat of the 21st century, global warming and a host of other green ills are seen as major destabilizing forces.
…The United Nations is now taking a closer look at possible environmental causes of instability and conflict.

“We have been looking at gaps in our scientific knowledge and we have been given the green light to do more research on the links between the environment and conflict,” said Nick Nuttal, spokesman for the United Nations Environment Programme…

ENVIRONMENT looms as security threat
Nzoom.com - New Zealand, March 01, 2004 - US President George Bush may feel al Qaeda is the mother of all threats but a growing number of analysts and policy makers say Mother Nature could unleash bigger and scarier security concerns.
…The United Nations is now taking a closer look at possible environmental causes of instability and conflict.
"We have been looking at gaps in our scientific knowledge and we have been given the green light to do more research on the links between the environment and conflict," said Nick Nuttall, spokesman for the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP).
http://onenews.nzoom.com/onenews_detail/0,1227,258663-1-9,00.html
Environment looms as major security threat
Stuff.co.nz, New Zealand, 01 March 2004 - http://www.stuff.co.nz/stuff/0,2106,2830164a7693,00.html 

FRAMEWORK to regulate and control GM food imports
Sunday Observer - Columbo,Sri Lanka, Feb 29, 2004 – (by Shanika Sriyananda) - The first National Bio-safety Framework (NBF) will be introduced this year to regulate and control the imports of Genetically Modified Organisms (GMOs) and Genetically Modified Foods (GMFs), which are now freely entering the country as food items and cleaning agents. The move is expected to ensure the safety of GMOs and GMFs. 
…The NBF, which was initiated by the Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources with the assistance of the United Nations Environment Program was established in 2003 to develop laws for the safe transfer, handling, use and release of any GMOs. 
http://www.sundayobserver.lk/2004/02/29/new18.html
COUNTRIES agree on GM food rules
Taipei Times - Taipei,Taiwan, Feb 28, 2004 - VICTORY OVER US: More than 100 countries agreed to abide by rules on the export of genetically modified food, foiling attempts by the US to weaken the accord AFP , KUALA LUMPUR Saturday, Feb 28, 2004,Page 5 - Environmental activists claimed victory over the US as more than 100 countries agreed yesterday to rules on the export of genetically modified (GM) products.
…Under the new system, all bulk shipments of GM crops intended for food, animal feed or processing, such as soybeans and maize, are to be labeled, the UN Environment Program said.
http://www.taipeitimes.com/News/world/archives/2004/02/28/2003100449
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F R I D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
Security Council authorizes full peacekeeping operation in Côte d’Ivoire

*
Costa Rican President and UN Secretary-General discuss turmoil in Haiti

*
UN envoy to Iraq rates joblessness and power shortages as priority problems

*
UN aid workers suspend activities after coming under attack in southern Sudan

*
Sudanese report UN aid supplies being stolen by armed militias in Darfur

*
UN inspectors to supervise Libya’s destruction of chemical weapons stockpile

*
Security assurances prompt UN to resume repatriating Afghans from Pakistan

*
Ignoring baseless rumours, many Nigerian states resume polio immunization – UN 

*
UN refugee agency steps up activities as thousands return to Liberia on their own

*
UN agency distributes food to survivors of Uganda refugee camp massacre

*
Somalia: UN-backed report warns of food emergency 

*
UN unveils measures to boost safety in trade of genetically modified organisms

*
Regional rapid deployment forces crucial to UN peacekeeping – Annan

*
Annan pledges UN backing for African Union summit goals

*
France honours late Jean-Selim Kanaan, killed in bombing of UN in Baghdad

* * * * 

Côte d’Ivoire

27 February – The United Nations Security Council today authorized a full one-year peacekeeping operation for Cote d’Ivoire and mandated nearly 7,000 UN personnel to monitor the comprehensive ceasefire agreement the West African country’s warring parties reached last May.

In a brief meeting, the 15-member Council voted unanimously to establish the 6,240-member force, called the UN Operation in Côte d’Ivoire (UNOCI), for an initial period of 12 months starting on 4 April. The mandate of the small existing mission, MINUCI, will end on the same day.

UNOCI will liaise with the former combatants – the National Armed Forces of Côte d’Ivoire and the Forces Nouvelles – and, along with the French force already stationed there, promote “the re-establishment of trust between all the Ivorian forces involved,” the Council resolution said.

Secretary-General Kofi Annan, who recommended the mission’s establishment, told the Council that “a strengthened United Nations presence in Côte d’Ivoire will make it easier for the Government of National Reconciliation to implement the DDR [disarmament, demobilization reintegration and repatriation] programme” for ex-combatants, which Prime Minister Seydou Diarra said would begin on 8 March.

The deployment of a UN operation in Côte d’Ivoire would also have a positive impact on efforts to stabilize the West African sub-region, an area where UN offices and missions have already begun to cooperate more closely, he said. In that regard, he voiced his intention to present proposals in March concerning a residual UN presence in Sierra Leone, where the current peacekeeping mission, UNAMSIL, is being reduced.

Mr. Annan commended the Security Council for supporting Côte d’Ivoire peace process. He also lauded Ivoirian President Laurent Gbagbo and Prime Minister Diarra, “for taking, together with the Forces Nouvelles, important political initiatives which have opened the way out of the impasse in the peace process.”

He warned, however, that “some hard-line elements” among the Ivoirian parties remain determined to undermine the peace process. “They must not be allowed to succeed,” he said.

The Secretary-General also appealed to member countries to back the new initiative. “I hope and trust that, guided by a spirit of solidarity, the international community will provide all the necessary resources, including well-equipped and well-trained military and police personnel, for the operation to be fully effective.”

* * *

Haiti

27 February – The tumultuous situation in Haiti was high on the agenda of talks in New York today between the President of Costa Rica and United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan.

At a press conference following their meeting, President Abel Pacheco de la Espriella said, “every day that goes by is another bloodbath” and expressed hope that a multinational force under UN auspices would be dispatched to Haiti as soon as possible.

He stressed the need for an agreement, voicing confidence that President Jean-Bertrand Aristide would realize that “something has to be done” in response to the violence.

[Yesterday, the Secretary-General named John Reginald Dumas of Trinidad and Tobago as his Special Adviser for Haiti, while the Security Council adopted a presidential statement pledging to urgently consider options for international engagement, including sending an international force to support a political settlement.

A spokesman for Mr. Annan today said the Secretary-General supports the diplomatic efforts, including those of the Caribbean Community (CARICOM), to resolve the crisis. “Ultimately it is the Haitians that have to make hard decisions,” Fred Eckhard said.]

The talks between Mr. Pacheco and Mr. Annan also touched on the issue of human cloning, the President told reporters. Costa Rica is taking the lead in pushing for the early adoption of an international treaty banning the practice.

The President, who was joined at the press briefing by Costa Rica’s Foreign Minister, Roberto Tovar, stressed that such a prohibition, far from being a radically religious position, is an “elementary humanistic approach.”

He added that stem cell research made human cloning unnecessary from a therapeutic perspective.

* * *

Iraq

27 February – Unemployment, electricity cuts, medicine shortages and water quality are the most pressing humanitarian problems facing Iraq, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s acting Special Representative for the country said after a two-day visit to Baghdad.

Ross Mountain left the Iraqi capital yesterday after completing his assessment of the country’s major humanitarian and reconstruction issues, UN spokesman Fred Eckhard told reporters today in New York.

Mr. Mountain held talks with UN national staff in Baghdad, as well as the leadership of the Iraqi Governing Council and the Coalition Provisional Authority (CPA). He also met with L. Paul Bremer, the United States’ Civil Administrator in Iraq, and his British deputy, Sir Jeremy Greenstock.

The envoy is now in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates, to attend a conference where the International Reconstruction Facility for Iraq will be launched. The forum aims to allow governments to help rebuild Iraq’s economy and infrastructure through projects administered by UN agencies and the World Bank.

* * *

Sudan

27 February – The United Nations today condemned a “deliberate and concerted” attack by armed militia on eight aid workers in southern Sudan that has led to the suspension of humanitarian relief activities in the area.

Eight UN and non-governmental organization (NGO) staff came under “about 20 minutes of intense and sustained” rifle, machine-gun, rocket-propelled grenade and mortar fire from unidentified militia forces last Friday, according to a statement issued by the UN’s Humanitarian Coordinator for Sudan.

The attack occurred as the workers were staying at a temporary compound at the end of their four-day relief mission in Nimnim in southern Sudan’s Western Upper Nile region.

The statement said none of the staff were injured in the attack, which damaged tents and aid stores and forced the humanitarian workers and local residents to temporarily flee the area.

Bernt Aasen, UN Deputy Humanitarian Coordinator for Sudan, said “this direct, deliberate and sustained attack on aid workers is outrageous and intolerable. Attacks on humanitarian workers in conflict situations are war crimes.”

He called on the Sudanese Government and the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement (SPLM) to identify and prosecute the perpetrators of the attack.

The UN subsequently relocated the team, which included staff from the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the World Food Programme (WFP) and the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), as well as a UN security officer and workers from the NGO World Vision International and the relief wing of the SPLM.

The Nimnim area is now off-limits to aid workers from the Operation Lifeline Sudan group, which included the team that came under attack. It means about 30,000 Sudanese living in the area do not have access to basic relief supplies such as soap, blankets and cooking sets, and other planned relief activities – including a mass polio immunization campaign – have been shelved indefinitely.

But the statement added that aid operations are re-starting in the Guit County area near Nimnim after a period of relative peace there. Negotiations are underway in Kenya between the Sudanese Government and the SPLM about ending their civil war.

* * *

Sudan

27 February – Internally displaced people in western Sudan’s strife-torn Darfur region are reporting that aid given to them by United Nations agencies and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) is being stolen by armed militia.

The UN’s World Food Programme (WFP) is considering feeding recipients directly instead of giving them rations that could be stolen, the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said today.

The inhabitants of one Darfur village are so fearful of militia attacks that they have asked UN staff not to distribute aid to them in case they become a target.

The internally displaced people – OCHA estimates there are 700,000 across the region – say the militias continue to attack their villages, burning homes, raping and kidnapping people and carrying out extortions.

Darfur has been torn by violence since last March, when fighting erupted between the Sudanese Government, militias and the Sudan Liberation Army (SLA). An estimated 110,000 refugees have crossed the border into Chad to escape the conflict.

UN agencies are stepping up their efforts to provide relief to the residents of Darfur, who had been largely cut off from humanitarian support for several months. But OCHA said humanitarian workers could still only reach about a quarter of the region’s population.

A 13-member rapid response team has been sent to Darfur’s three provincial capitals, Nyala, El Fasher and Geneina, to assess humanitarian needs and organize operations. UN agencies are preparing food and other supplies for 250,000 people, as well as a meningitis immunization campaign for 60,000 children.

* * *

Libya

27 February – Libya has announced it will today begin destroying more than 3,300 unfilled bombs, intended for the delivery of chemical weapons, under the supervision of outside inspectors, a United Nations spokesman reported.

An inspection team from the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) has arrived in Libya to verify the destruction of Libya’s arms stockpile, spokesman Fred Eckhard told reporters in New York.

The experts will conduct an inventory of all munitions before Libya destroys them in line with its commitments under the Chemical Weapons Convention, which Tripoli ratified earlier this month.

Rogelio Pfirter, Director-General of the OPCW, described the destruction as “a very positive step and a confirmation of Libya’s intention to actually get rid of prohibited weapons.”

In a statement issued from its headquarters in The Hague, the OPCW said the destruction of the unfilled chemical munitions would be completed by next Friday, when Libya is also scheduled to submit a complete declaration of its chemical weapons stockpile. The OPCW will then form a plan to destroy the remainder of the stockpile and any related facilities.

* * *

Afghanistan

27 February – The United Nations refugee agency will next week resume repatriating refugees to Afghanistan from Pakistan, three months after one of its staff members was murdered.

The UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) announced today it expects to help about 400,000 refugees return from Pakistan this year – on top of the 1.9 million who have already made the trip and a further 660,000 who have returned to Afghanistan from Iran.

Returning refugees are given food, a small travel grant and some supplies by UNHCR to help them re-adjust to life in their homeland.

UNHCR spokesman Ron Redmond told reporters today in Geneva that the decision to resume repatriation follows assurances from the Afghan and Pakistani governments and the introduction of extra security precautions by the agency itself.

UNHCR halted repatriations after staff member Bettina Goislard, a 29-year-old French national, was shot dead in the Afghan city of Ghazni in November. Mr. Redmond said her murder “followed months of increasing violence against humanitarian workers in Afghanistan.”

Mr. Redmond said UNHCR has found “significant interest” in repatriation among Afghans living in refugee camps in Pakistan. Almost half the residents of a camp at Shalman, for example, have expressed a desire to return when the camp closes next month.

* * *

Polio

27 February – Thirty-five of Nigeria’s 37 states are taking part in a massive United Nations polio immunization campaign, a big increase over the second half of last year when only 18 states in Africa’s most populous country participated due to unfounded rumours that vaccination against the paralyzing and sometimes fatal disease was unsafe for girls and young women. 

The UN World Health Organization (WHO) today reiterated that reports questioning the safety and efficacy of the vaccine are invalid.

With outbreaks of poliovirus threatening the goal of eliminating the disease by the end of this year, African countries launched a massive synchronized immunization drive at the beginning of the week to vaccinate 63 million children over the next few days.

In recent months, polio has again spread across west and central Africa, paralyzing children in several previously polio-free countries, with the virus being linked to those circulating in northern Nigeria where immunizations were suspended last August. 

Last month WHO called on Nigeria to resume the campaigns at once, and the agency said today that only Kano and Zamfara states had not yet done so.

The current African campaign comes a month after an emergency meeting in Geneva where health ministers of the six remaining polio-endemic countries – Afghanistan, Egypt, India, Niger, Nigeria and Pakistan – committed themselves to end polio transmission this year with the mass immunization of 250 million children.

* * *

Liberia

27 February – The United Nations refugee agency is stepping up its activities in Liberia as thousands of people return home on their own, buoyed by hopes that the widening deployment of UN peacekeeping troops will finally bring peace to their war-shattered land.

Yesterday, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) started daily transport from the Bo Waterside border with Sierra Leone to help move new arrivals to Monrovia, the Liberian capital, where they can receive assistance. Some returnees, who started arriving on their own in December, had been stuck there because they had no money to continue their journey.

“We are concerned about these spontaneous returnees because they are coming back to a state of continued displacement,” UNHCR Representative in Liberia Moses Okello said. “While the return of Liberians to their country is a good sign of confidence in the peace process, they are doing so prematurely and are ending up in camps for the displaced.”

Eventually, UNHCR plans to facilitate the return and reintegration of 320,000 Liberian refugees in the region, as well as 500,000 internally displaced persons (IDPs), including some 300,000 who are now being assisted in IDP camps around the country.

While security has generally improved with the expanded deployment of troops from the UN Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) following last August’s ceasefire agreement between government and rebel forces, some areas are still tense and prone to sporadic skirmishes.

Still, UNHCR expects many more refugees to return on their own this year and in the run-up to the presidential elections scheduled in late 2005. So far, the agency has registered 3,000 returnees in an ongoing exercise in Monrovia. They are being housed in Perrytown on the city’s outskirts. Some are living in a transit centre while UNHCR builds more shelters for them. Upon registration, they receive relief items and food from the UN World Food Programme (WFP).

* * *

Uganda

27 February – The United Nations emergency feeding agency has begun distributing aid to thousands of survivors of a massacre at a refugee camp in northern Uganda where some 200 people, mostly women and children, were hacked with machetes or burned to death last Saturday by rebels of the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA).

“People are totally traumatized after what they have been through. They’ve also lost the little they had. They are sleeping under the trees. It’s a terrible situation,” Ken Davies, World Food Programme (WFP) Country Director for Uganda, said yesterday after visiting victims of the attack, one of the worst in several years, at Barlonyo camp where 4,800 people were living.

Forty tons of food, enough for 5,000 people for a month, have been brought from Lira town to Ogur health centre, five kilometres from the camp, where most survivors have gathered. 

After the attack, WFP provided 4.6 tons of food to Lira’s hospital for the injured.

Since September, WFP has regularly aided more than 81,000 displaced people, providing 740 tons of food per month. As a result of the massacre, the second major LRA attack in Lira within two weeks, the number of displaced persons in rural camps is increasing by the day.

The agency warned today that the potential for continuing ethnic violence persists. Violence broke out on Wednesday, a day of mourning for massacre victims in Lira town. An unknown number of Acholi people were killed and others beaten. The LRA, which has waged an 18-year-long fight to topple President Yoweri Museveni, is largely composed of ethnic Acholi.

An additional 200,000 civilians who fear for their safety are reported to have gathered in camps in rural areas of Lira district. On Monday, WFP is sending an emergency response team to register and assess their needs as well as plan a humanitarian intervention strategy.

The new population movement will increase the number of internally displaced people assisted by WFP in Uganda to over 1.6 million, putting additional pressure on existing food resources.

Earlier this week the Acting UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Bertrand Ramcharan, noted that the LRA has been accused of many atrocities, including abducting children for use as sex slaves, and he called for “the perpetrators of this appalling crime” at Barlonyo to be brought to justice in accordance with international norms.

* * * 

Somalia

27 February – More than 200,000 people in the north and centre of Somalia are facing food shortages and starvation brought on by a long period of drought considered the worst in 30 years, a new report from the United Nations, the European Union (EU) and the United States says.

Several years of below normal rainfall have adversely affected pastoralists in the two areas, leading to the deaths of 20 to 80 per cent of their livestock and loss of income from sales of milk and meat, according to the report from the UN-EU Food Security Assessment Unit and the US Agency for International Development’s (USAID) Famine Early Warning Systems Network.

While local incomes have been falling, the cost of trucking water to the area has risen, according to the report.

Some 10 per cent of the population, or 89,100 people, in the districts are in a humanitarian crisis, while another 113,900 are suffering from a severe decline in their livelihoods. The situation is worst on the Sool Plateau in the north, where 64,000 people are in a food emergency, the report says.

* * *

Biosafety

27 February – Efforts to promote the safety of international trade in genetically modified organisms received a new boost this week with the adoption of labelling and documentation requirements, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) announced today.

Under the new system adopted by the 87 member States of the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety at a weeklong meeting in Malaysia attended by more than 1,000 delegates and observers, all bulk shipments of living or genetically modified organisms (known as LMOs, or GMOs) intended for food, feed or processing (such as soybeans and maize) are to be identified as “may contain LMOs.” 

The accompanying documentation should also indicate the contact details of the importer, exporter or other appropriate authority.

Although the new system is binding on countries that are party to the Protocol, many key agricultural producers, such as the United States, have not endorsed that pact.

“Now that a system for identifying and labelling GMO exports has become operational, countries can enjoy the benefits of biotechnology with greater confidence while avoiding the potential risks,” the Protocol’s Executive Secretary, Hamdallah Zedan, said.

“This rigorous system for handling, transporting, packaging and identifying GMOs is in the best interests of everyone - developed and developing countries, consumers and industry, and all those who care deeply about our natural environment,” he added.

The Cartagena Protocol, which entered into force last September, is designed to ensure the safe transfer, handling and use of GMOs that may adversely effect the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity, taking also into account risks to human health. It forms part of the Convention on Biological Diversity negotiated under the auspices of the UNEP and signed by over 150 Governments at the 1992 Rio Earth Summit.

Over the next year an expert group will further elaborate the documentation and handling requirements for bulk agricultural shipments. Key issues still to be resolved include the percentage of modified material that these shipments may contain and still be considered GMO-free and the inclusion of any additional detailed information. A decision on these matters will be considered at the next meeting of the treaty’s Parties, to be held in 2005.

* * *

Peacekeeping

27 February – With regional military forces being strengthened for rapid deployment, the United Nations can now deploy multinational peacekeeping troops as part of a series of steps reinforcing strategic partnerships, especially in Africa, Secretary-General Kofi Annan says.

The focus of cooperation with regional organizations “has been both on seeking direct support to the United Nations by deploying before, alongside, or after a United Nations operation, as well as on the long-term enhancement of the capacity for peacekeeping of regional and sub-regional organizations, particularly in Africa,” he tells the General Assembly in a new report.

In Côte d’Ivoire, forces fielded by the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) established the peace, reinforced by a greater number of French “Licorne” rapid reaction peacekeeping forces, until the Security Council authorized a UN operation. In Liberia, too, ECOWAS forces imposed the peace and were then “re-hatted” with the blue helmets of UN peacekeepers.

In the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), a European Union-led force deployed in Bunia and reduced ethnic fighting there, while the UN mission, MONUC, was restructured to address wider security needs.

Elsewhere, UN peacekeepers cooperate with forces from the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS), the Organisation for Security and Cooperation (OSCE), the International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) in Afghanistan and the Australian-led International Force in East Timor (INTERFET), the report notes.

* * *

African Union

27 February – As the members of the African Union gathered for an extraordinary summit in Sirte, Libya, today to consider critical issues of peace, stability and security, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan pledged the world body’s fully support for reaching the continent’s goals.

In a message delivered to the attending heads of State by Assistant Secretary-General Tuliameni Kalomoh, Mr. Annan said the UN, being firmly committed to Africa’s welfare, was honoured to be associated with the AU’s work on these issues.

The AU, which replaced the Organization of African Unity (OAU), has a structure loosely patterned on that of the European Union. The Assembly comprises leaders of the 53 member States, while the AU’s Executive Council is composed of its foreign ministers.

Recalling that the AU was established “to help foster greater political, economic and social integration in Africa,” Mr. Annan said it was fitting that the extraordinary session would consider how to develop common approaches to critical challenges facing the continent. A great deal has been accomplished, he said, but much remained to be done. 

The Secretary-General also noted that the UN has been helping the AU to enhance its effectiveness and pledged to “continue to do so as the Union steps up its efforts to take firm charge of the enormous and complex challenges before it.”

In addition to security affairs, the Assembly is also slated to consider issues concerning agriculture and water supplies.

* * *

Kanaan

27 February – France today awarded the late United Nations staff member Jean-Selim Kanaan the Legion of Honour for his work in helping the world’s weak and oppressed.

Mr. Kanaan, a national of Egypt and France, was killed along with 21 others in the terrorist attack on the UN’s headquarters in Baghdad on 19 August last year. At the time, he was working as a project officer in the Office of the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Iraq, Sergio Vieira de Mello, who also lost his life in the bombing.

Mr. Kanaan had previously served as a civil affairs officer for the UN Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK) and authored a book entitled My War against Indifference.

France’s Permanent Representative to the UN Office in Geneva, Bernard Kessedjian, awarded the “Chevalier de la Legion d’honneur” at a private ceremony this afternoon in Geneva.

In a message delivered by Iqbal Riza, his Chief of Staff, Secretary-General Kofi Annan said France was honouring Mr. Kanaan’s “tireless efforts” on behalf of the vulnerable.

The Secretary-General paid tribute to the late staffer’s intelligence, energy, devotion, honesty, generosity and courage. His mastery of seven languages and openness to others made him a “true citizen of the world,” Mr. Annan added.

“We treasure in him the memory of a man who fought to the end to make our world better,” the Secretary-General observed, adding that Mr. Kanaan’s example “will continue to inspire us.”

* *** *

__________________________________________________________________________________________ DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good Afternoon.

**Security Council
The Security Council, in a formal meeting this morning, unanimously approved a resolution to establish a UN peacekeeping mission in Côte d’Ivoire, comprising a maximum military strength of 6,240 personnel.  That mission, the UN Operation in Côte d’Ivoire, would begin its work on 4 April, for an initial period of 12 months.

Its mandate includes monitoring the implementation of last May’s ceasefire agreement, investigating ceasefire violations, and promoting, in coordination with French forces, the re-establishment of trust between all Ivorian forces.

The Secretary-General commended the Security Council for adopting the resolution, saying that Côte d’Ivoire has “come a long way” since a crisis erupted there in September 2002.  The adoption of the resolution, he said, shows that the international community is determined to ensure that there is no turning back.

He warned, however, there are some hard-line elements among the various Ivorian parties who remain determined to undermine the peace process.  He asserted, “They must not be allowed to succeed.”  We have copies of his statement upstairs.

**Haiti -- Dumas
We announced late yesterday that, in view of the escalating crisis in Haiti, the Secretary-General has appointed John Reginald Dumas of Trinidad and Tobago as his Special Adviser on Haiti.

Mr. Dumas is a former Trinidadian Ambassador to the United States and Permanent Representative to the Organization of American States.  He will closely follow the developments in Haiti and liaise with all relevant actors, in particular the regional organizations that have been undertaking vital efforts to find a solution to the country’s persistent political impasse.

The Secretary-General hopes that with his appointment as Special Adviser the UN can make a significant contribution to the alleviation of the political, economic and social crises that afflict Haiti.  We have a statement upstairs announcing the appointment, which includes details of Mr. Dumas’ extensive diplomatic background.

**Haiti –- Security Council
Yesterday afternoon, the Security Council held an open meeting on the situation in Haiti. The Council heard statements by the Foreign Ministers of Jamaica and the Bahamas, and by the representative of Haiti.  In total, 31 speakers took the floor. 

At the end of the meeting, the Security Council issued a presidential statement expressing its deep concern regarding the deterioration of the political, security and humanitarian environment in Haiti and calling on the Government and all other parties to respect human rights and cease the use of violence to advance political goals.

The Council noted its support of efforts by the OAS and CARICOM, and for the CARICOM Plan of Action as an important basis for a solution to the crisis.  The Council acknowledged the call for international involvement in Haiti and said it would consider options in this regard, including that of an international force, in support of a political settlement.  Finally, the Council expressed support for the Secretary-General’s decision to name a Special Adviser for Haiti, and said it would continue to monitor the situation closely.

**Iraq
Ross Mountain, the Secretary-General’s acting Special Representative for Iraq, left Baghdad after two days in the Iraqi capital.

While there he met with the UN’s national staff, as well as with the leadership of the Coalition Provisional Authority, Ambassador Paul Bremer and Ambassador Jeremy Greenstock.  He also had the opportunity to meet with a number of Iraqi ministers involved in reconstruction and rehabilitation issues.  He is today in Abu Dhabi, where he will attend a two-day donors meeting on Iraq, hosted by the United Arab Emirates.

**Sudan
The Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs has received reports from people displaced from Sudan’s Darfur region that armed militias are robbing them of the aid they have received from UN agencies and non-governmental organizations.

The internally displaced people are reporting that they are still being systematically attacked by militia who burn homes, rape, extort and kidnap.  The looting has caused the World Food Programme to consider feeding recipients directly, rather than supplying them with rations that could be stolen.

The UN Humanitarian Coordinator for Sudan today condemned one attack by armed militia in the southern Sudanese town of Nimnim on 20 February, in which eight UN and non-governmental staff were deliberately targeted.  The UN calls on the Sudanese Government and the Sudan People’s Liberation Army/Movement to identify, detain and prosecute the perpetrators.  There is a press release with more.

**Nigeria-Cameroon
Two sub-commissions of the Cameroon-Nigeria Mixed Commission are currently carrying out a field visit to the southern part of the land boundary between these two nations, to deal with the issues of affected populations and demarcation of the border.

Since Tuesday, the group has travelled to the Bakassi Peninsula, where it is scheduled to visit several villages until Saturday.  The Mixed Commission, you’ll recall, was set up by the Secretary-General, at the request of the Presidents of Nigeria and Cameroon, to help them with the implementation of the International Court of Justice’s ruling on their boundary.  We have a press release in English and in French with more details.

**Libya
The Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) has been informed by the Libyan Government that Libya intends to begin the destruction of more than 3,300 unfilled bombs, intended for the delivery of chemical weapons, starting today.

The Organization will verify their destruction, and an OPCW inspection team has arrived in Libya for that purpose.  The inspectors will carry out an inventory of all munitions prior to destruction, and the destruction operations are to be completed by 5 March.

The Director-General of the Organization, Rogelio Pfirter, said, “This is a very positive step and a confirmation of Libya’s intention to actually get rid of prohibited weapons”.  We have a statement upstairs with more details.

**Refugees
The UN refugee agency announced today that it would be resuming its assistance to Afghan refugees who wish to return home from Pakistan.  These operations had been suspended in November following the death of UNHCR staff member Bettina Goislard.

The agency expects to help about 400,000 Afghans return home during the coming year.  The return package offered by the UN to refugees includes a small travel grant, food and non-food items.  For more information on this item and other refugee news, please pick up the UNHCR briefing notes in my office.

**WHO/Vaccine/Update
And now an update on the mass polio vaccination campaign being carried out in west and central Africa.  The World Health Organization says 35 of Nigeria’s 37 states are now taking part -– a big increase from the second-half of last year when only 18 states took part.  The states of Kano and Zamfara are the only two Nigerian states which have yet to take part in this campaign.  And WHO reiterates that rumours about the safety and efficacy of the polio vaccine are unfounded.

**UNEP/Biosafety
The 87 member States of the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety have moved to improve the safety of international trade in genetically modified organisms.

Under the new system, all bulk shipments of genetically engineered crops intended for food, feed or processing -– such as soybeans and maize -– are to be identified as possibly containing genetically modified organisms.  The 87 member States had been attending the first meeting of the Parties to the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety, in Kuala Lumpur.  We have much more on this in a press release available in my office.

**African Union
The Secretary-General, in a message, sent his warmest greetings to the meeting that African leaders are holding, starting today, in the Libyan town of Sirte.  He says it is fitting that, as those leaders pursue their efforts to develop the institutions of the African Union, the United Nations will continue to work with the Union to assist it in enhancing its operational effectiveness.  We have copies of that statement, delivered by Assistant Secretary-General for Political Affairs, Tuliameni Kalomoh, and that’s upstairs.

**Jean-Selim Kanaan
At this moment in Geneva, the French Ambassador to the United Nations offices in Switzerland is posthumously awarding the Legion of Honor to our colleague Jean-Selim Kanaan.  As you know, Jean-Selim was one of our colleagues killed in the 19 August attack on UN headquarters in Baghdad.

In a message delivered by his Chief of Staff, Iqbal Riza, the Secretary-General said that France was honoring Jean-Selim’s tireless efforts on behalf of the weak and the oppressed.  He added that we would remember Jean-Sélim as someone who until the very end fought to make the world better, and his life will continue to inspire us.  We have the full text upstairs.

**FYR Macedonia
The UN flag is being flown at half mast today, and the other flags outside UN headquarters are not flying, to mark the United Nations’ official mourning following the death yesterday of President Boris Trajkovski of the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia.

**Press Conference
We have a press conference coming up shortly in this room at 12:30 p.m. with President Abel Pacheco of Costa Rica, who will be here to brief you following his meeting with the Secretary-General.  There will be Spanish-English interpretation available for this press conference.

**Press Conference on Monday
Then on Monday, the Secretary-General will speak to the press here at noon, along with the Prime Minister of Canada Paul Martin, the former President of Mexico Ernesto Zedillo and the UN Development Programme Administrator Mark Malloch Brown.  They will be launching the report of the Commission on Private Sector and Development entitled, “Unleashing Entrepreneurship:  Making Business Work for the Poor”.

The Secretary-General will not take any questions from the press at this time, but the other participants will be here to take any questions you might have.  That is going to happen at noon, as I said.  So, we will do our regular press briefing on Monday at 11:30.

**The Week Ahead at the United Nations
And finally, we have the Week Ahead for you.  Yes?

Questions and Answers
Question:  The Secretary-General spoke with President Aristide.  Was it over a secure line? 

Spokesman:  He did have a phone conversation.  I can’t tell you exactly when it was.  It was several days ago he spoke to President Aristide.  The way secure phones work is you need two -– one that scrambles the outgoing message and one that unscrambles it at the other end.  And frankly, I don’t know if a secure phone was used in this case.

Question:  Was he asked by France or the United States to speak with him, perhaps to encourage him to step down? 

Spokesman:  I think this telephone call that I just mentioned predates any discussion of his stepping down.

Question:  We’re coming up to the 10 year anniversary of the Rwanda genocide, after which everybody said, never again would we allow a situation where everybody was warning of impending bloodshed to just stand by and do nothing.  Now I’m not suggesting there are direct parallels of what’s happening with Haiti, but yesterday basically Caribbean leaders came and said, ‘we’re going to have bloodbath in Haiti’, and no one is being sent in.  Does the Secretary-General think any lessons have been learned over the past 10 years in terms of how you actually go about avoiding a massacre?  What is the Secretary-General’s response to the appeals by the Caribbean countries for the outside world to intervene in what looks like an impending bloodbath?

Spokesman:  Well, O.K., I’m glad you qualified your comment with the parallel with Rwanda, because I don’t think we should use the term “genocide” lightly.  The Security Council is discussing what it might be willing to do, and you heard from the speakers yesterday that they seem to be agreed that they want a political agreement in Haiti first, before dispatching an international police presence.  The Secretary-General attended that meeting, has named a Special Envoy, wants to support the political process.  As I mentioned, he’s spoken to President Aristide.  He’s doing what he can.

On the larger issue of intervention, you know what he’s done.  First he raised the issue very early on, saying if there is to be intervention, if future Rwandas are going to be stopped, what are the ground rules?  You, the governments, have to draw up the ground rules.  The Canadian Government sponsored an excellent study on the responsibility to protect, which the Secretary-General mentions every chance he can, because he urges everyone to study that. 

And finally, in setting up his high level panel on United Nations change, one of the things he told them to look at was this question of intervention, because you’re going to need ground rules, otherwise, if it’s done ad hoc, it will become chaotic and it will undermine international law.  Short term, he’s supporting the Security Council, particularly CARICOM and what it’s trying to do.  Longer term, he’s asking the big questions.

Question: Just to follow up on that, while the political process was being discussed, rebels are drawing closer and closer and they’ve said they are going to go into the town by Sunday.  Aristide has said he’s not stepping down.  At what point, does the Secretary-General think that one has to bypass political process in order to save lives? 

Spokesman:  Well what options does he have?  I mean, if troops or police or whatever are to go in, it’s not he who will send them, it’s Member States who will send them in.  

I think you have to see his job in a realistic context.  These decisions are tough decisions.  They have to be made by governments.  Governments are discussing their options and their decision yesterday seemed to be, that without a political agreement, they’re not going to authorize intervention through the Security Council.  The Secretary-General’s statements –- publicly and privately –- tell these governments what they already know.  That the situation is deteriorating rapidly.  And very often, events on the ground go faster than diplomatic processes do.  The Council is looking at it closely.  We know that Member States are following this very closely.  Certain Member States with the capacity to intervene are leading the debate in the Council.  But you heard yesterday the views of the principal actors.  I don’t think the Secretary-General can do anything more than he’s now doing.

Question:  It might be easier for you to answer questions about spying.  The Secretary-General has seemed to have gone into hiding the last day or two, sneaking down back staircases and giving a press conference on Monday but not taking questions.  How long is that going to go on, because you know we’re going to go on bugging him about it, until we get a comment.  Eventually he’s going to have to say something about it.

The second thing is, yesterday you asked Britain to stop this practice if it went on.  Have you yet received any assurances from the British Government that the practice has been stopped?

Spokesman:  Well first of all you’re right.  He did not come in the front door or walk in front of your noses as he went to the Security Council this morning, because he felt that everything we had to say on this subject was said yesterday by me and by other members of the Secretariat.  I will convey your view that you intend to continue to bug him until he comes forward with a personal statement.  I’m sorry, your last question?

Question:  Whether you yet received any assurances from the British Government that your request would be complied with and that they would stop this practice.

Spokesman:  No, since the telephone call from Ambassador Jones Parry yesterday, the Secretary-General has not had any contact with the British Government.

Question:  Has he tried to have any contact with the British Government?  

Spokesman:  No.

Question:  Have they tried to contact him?

Spokesman:  No.  He has not spoken to any representative, and they have not spoken to him since Ambassador Jones Parry called him yesterday.

Question:  Fred, I assume you saw the reports out of Australia about Hans Blix cell phone was monitored or bugged every time he went to Iraq and the transcripts were shared among all the Anglo-Saxon countries –- Britain, the United States, Canada, Australia and New Zealand.  Is it your understanding that that type of eavesdropping would not be in contravention of the three legal instruments that you described yesterday?  If those conversations were picked up by satellite, that’s fair game?  

Spokesman:  No, I think I said yesterday that it’s our interpretation of that 1946 Convention that prohibits interference in the conduct of business here at the United Nations.  That’s a generally worded prohibition that I think was intended to anticipate any subsequent technological innovations.  So our interpretation is even satellite interception of messages constitutes interference and is prohibited by the 1946 Convention.

Question:  Boutrous Ghali gave a rather nice interview to the BBC today in which he said that he was told on his first day of work that the office was bugged, and that as a result, he used to have any private conversations he wanted to in the garden.  First, do you have any memory of that happening, and with whom that happened, and secondly, does Mr. Annan ever resort to such means?

Spokesman: First I think I was in Yugoslavia at the time and I don’t have any recollection of that.  I think you just have to take the former Secretary-General’s words at face value.  

The Secretary-General does not take any extra precautions, apart from talking on a secure phone, or using a secure fax when his interlocutor has the same facility and when he feels it’s warranted.  I think you might have heard his Director of Communications say in an interview yesterday, he sometimes talks on the phone on a walk in Central Park, but that’s not to avoid detection, it’s just because he’s available to speak whenever phone calls come through.  They’re relayed from the residence to the security who are with him.  You might have noticed sometimes when he’s coming into work in the morning, he’s on the phone in the car.

Question:  Is that a secure phone, that cell phone? 

Spokesman:  I can’t tell you that, and I don’t think I would tell you that.  

Question:  Boutros said the car was bugged too.

Spokesman:  Well I don’t know how he would know that, but I’ve already mentioned to you that our own security does conduct periodic sweeps of various United Nations premises.

Question:  He never takes a walk with a visiting dignitary and have a conversation?

Spokesman:  He does, but not with the express intent of avoiding detection.

Question:  Where does he walk when he does that?  In the garden?
Spokesman:  The reason I said he does this is that I’ve been with him on trips, when the garden looks lovely, the two principals decide to get up and get some fresh air, and to have a chat.

Question:  How about in New York, when he’s in New York?

Spokesman:  He’s never to my knowledge gone into the garden with any principal to have a conversation.

Question:  Yesterday you said that there would be no contact with Clare Short.  I was wondering if there was any intention to talk to her, given that she said she’d read transcripts of conversations between Kofi and other people.  Is the United Nations not interested in finding out what transcripts she read?

Spokesman:  I have no knowledge that he has any intention of contacting Clare Short or that we, from our part, want to follow up with her.  If there’s any explanation to be given, we would like to hear it from the British Government.

Question:  Is the Secretary-General waiting for the British Government to contact him and give him clarification or any assurance that it would not happen again, if it indeed had happened?

Spokesman:  I honestly don’t know.  I think it’s probably safe to say that he would like a fuller explanation.

Question:  Fred, on Iraq.  Sistani seems to favour a new Security Council resolution pertaining to the election.  How does the Secretary-General feel about that?  And on Libya, has UNSCOM become moribund now, and if it hasn’t, how does the Secretary-General feel about involving it in Libya?

Spokesman:  On the UNSCOM question, I think the Secretary-General feels that these inspectors have accumulated valuable knowledge and techniques.  I think he would like to see these skills preserved and put to use elsewhere.  This body, of course, UNMOVIC, reports directly to the Security Council, so it would be the Council’s decision whether to extend its mandate or whether to modify its mandate.  But the Secretary-General has no specific recommendation to make at this time about Libya.

There was a second question on Iraq?

Question:  New Security Council resolution…

Spokesman:  The Secretary-General wouldn’t intervene in the discussions that the Security Council will have to have on when and if to adopt a new Security Council resolution.

Question:  The Americans are saying that in the past he expressed flexibility about that.  I was wondering where he stands on that now.

Spokesman:  He may convey his views to members of the Council, but he’s not authorized me to share them with you.

Question:  Carina told us the other day that she could just about envisage organizing the elections before the end of this year, but only if they got going pretty much immediately.  Now Sistani is saying that he wants these elections before the end of the year.  Is the Secretary-General trying to do anything to encourage the Security Council to get a move on?  I mean, if they’re going to meet that deadline fast then they’re going to have to do something fast.  

Spokesman:  Why does the Security Council have to do something?  It seems to me that the Iraqis would have to work with the CPA to begin organizing elections immediately.  I think Carina Perelli said that, should they ask her for assistance, she’d be prepared to give it.

Question:  Well is he trying to hurry things along in Baghdad then?  

Spokesman:  We have no political presence in Baghdad, as you know.  We’re still waiting for the Iraqis to signal us whether they accept the Brahimi recommendations.  This statement by the Ayatollah Sistani is a step in that direction, but we’re really waiting for them collectively to decide how they want to go.

Question:  Fred, back on Haiti.  Does the Secretary-General have any views on France’s pressure on Aristide to step down so that the political process can move on?  

Spokesman:  Nothing that I’m authorized to say publicly.  

Question:  Is he supporting the CARICOM initiative the way it stands now, which states that Aristide will remain in power until his term ends?

Spokesman:  He supports CARICOM’s efforts.  Ultimately it’s the Haitians that have to make the hard decisions.  

Question:  When is Reginald Dumas actually going to go to Haiti?

Spokesman:  When he sees fit, and when the security situation would allow.  But not immediately.  He’s still having consultations here at Headquarters.  

Question:  Has the Secretary-General spoken with any heads of government or foreign ministers in the last few days?  Is he worried that the incident might make such people reluctant to speak with him?

Spokesman:  I think if you look at our statement, his concern is that heads of State or any political actors that deal with him over the telephone might be a little bit less forthcoming if they think someone might be listening in.  And that was his main concern yesterday that his work would be hampered by this activity, if it is indeed going on.

Question:  Has he spoken to any political actors in the last two days?

Spokesman:  Yes he has.  I don’t have the log with me. 

Question:  He doesn’t notice any difference in the type of conversations that he has?

Spokesman:  Not that he’s mentioned to me.

Question:  Are you not also concerned that when people go to talk to him in his office, face-to-face might be less forthcoming with him.  There’s some ambiguity about whether that office itself is bugged.

Spokesman:  Well, as I mentioned, sweeping for bugs is something that we do with some regularity, so I think on our part, there’s a little less concern about bugs.

Question:  What about reading the vibrations on the window or whatever they do?  Do you have any counter measures that you can put some stuff on the window to stop that from happening?

Spokesman:  I think the only stuff we put on the window is the anti-shatter film that we put in just in the last month or so.  But I don’t know anything more about those kinds of listening devices.  Irwin?

Question:  Fred, yesterday when you talked about that telephone call from Ambassador Jones Parry, you said you had nothing to tell us about it.  But it was unclear whether this was because you had no information or you didn’t want to give any information.  And I am wondering if now you might have any information and what that call was about and specifically whether there was an acknowledgement or an apology?

Spokesman:  I was trying to protect the confidentiality of a diplomatic exchange.  Yes?

Question:  Fred, concerning the report, when do you think it will be available?  The report to be launched on Monday, is it available now?

Spokesman:  The accountability report?

Question:  No, the report to be launched by…

Spokesman:  Oh, by Mark Malloch Brown, et cetera?  I’d have to just check with my office to see if embargoed copies of the report might be available.  I am not sure yet.

Question:  I know you’d like a fuller explanation from the British Government.  What form would you expect that or would you look for that explanation to come in? 

Spokesman:  I can’t really say.  I suppose when Ambassador Jones Parry returns from London, there might be a chance for the two to have an exchange.  Yes?

Question:  (Inaudible) yesterday was that if this is true et cetera, (inaudible) he doesn’t have to believe that… it’s a denial.  Because he had two choices:  a denial or it was true.  If Parry was truly sorry he wouldn’t be saying it’s true.

Spokesman:  No.  We were basing ourselves on press reports.  Basing ourselves on press reports.  We will have to shut this down quickly because the President is overdue.

Question:  Why do you base your response on press reports if you already had spoken with the Ambassador?

Spokesman:  Our whole posture yesterday was in response to press reports based on comments by someone who had served at the cabinet level in the UK for five years and therefore whose credibility on the subject was considerable.  Last question, please?

Question:  I was wondering if the Secretary-General noticed an improvement in the quality of service?
Spokesman:  Which service?

Question:  Telephone service?  Lately?
Spokesman:  Why would he… 

Question:  Well, from the bugging, maybe they improved the quality of the service providing more clarity?

Spokesman:  I don’t think I have a comment on that.  Thanks very much.

* *** *
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� HYPERLINK "protocol" ��ENN - Biosafety Protocol Now Operational as Governments Agree on Documentation Rules for GMO Trade From UNEP Geneva�


� HYPERLINK "claim" ��Terra Daily - Environmental activists claim victory over US on GM foods�


� HYPERLINK "faces" ��Pretoria News- World faces bigger threats than al-Qaeda�


� HYPERLINK "nature" ��Cape News - Nature plunging us into anarchy�


� HYPERLINK "ends" ��The Star - Meeting ends with adoption of new rules� 


� HYPERLINK "claim" ��ABC Online - Activists claim victory over US on GM foods�


� HYPERLINK "rules" ��Agence France Presse - Environmentalists claim victory over US as rules agreed on GM exports�


� HYPERLINK "adopted" ��New Straits Times - New rules on GMO adopted�


� HYPERLINK "modified" ��Truth about Trade & Technology - UN announces new measures to boost safety in trade of genetically modified organisms�


� HYPERLINK "food" ��Taipei Times - Countries agree on GM food rules�


� HYPERLINK "export" ��The News International - States agree to rules for GM foods’ export�


� HYPERLINK "shipments" ��ENS - Biosafety Protocol: Transgenic Shipments Must Be Identified�


� HYPERLINK "Environment" ��Green Consumer Guide - Barcelona to host World Environment Day�
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