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VOA News

Russian Government Approves Kyoto Pact, Sends It To Parliament

VOA News

30 Sep 2004, 11:50 UTC

The Russian government has approved the Kyoto Protocol on global warming, clearing the way for parliament to vote on ratification of the pact. 

The Kyoto Protocal is aimed at reducing the amount of gasses emitted into the atmosphere by cars and factories. 

To go into force, the agreement must be ratified by countries accounting for 55 percent of those emissions. 

The United States has rejected the pact, but it would have enough support to take effect if Russia ratifies it. 

Earlier this year Russian President Vladimir Putin pledged to speed up his country's approval process for the protocol in return for European Union support of Russia's bid to join the World Trade Organization. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Sydney Morning Herald
Latham challenges PM to sign Kyoto deal

October 1, 2004 - 10:49AM

National leadership was required from Prime Minister John Howard to ratify the Kyoto protocol after Russia's decision overnight to get on board, Opposition Leader Mark Latham said today.

Supporters of the Kyoto Protocol immediately challenged the United States and Australia to join the fight against climate change after Russia, ending years of hesitation, took steps to ratify the global warming treaty.

Mr Latham said Australia was at risk of losing some of its national icons to the effects of key environmental concerns.

Coral bleaching could lead to the destruction of the Great Barrier Reef and climate change could lead to the Kakadu National Park being flooded with salt water, he said.

"We need national leadership, this is a big issue for Australia," Mr Latham told Sky News.

"We're at risk of losing our national icons, our natural assets, and (that's) all the more reason for Australia to follow the international pattern, become part of Kyoto, become part of the effort against global warming.
"And it's vital that we do that."

Mr Latham reiterated his position that a Labor government would ratify Kyoto and set up a carbon trading system as quickly as possible.

"I can't understand, given the high stakes involved, why Mr Howard is so backward on this big environmental issue," he said.

The Australian coalition government, along with the US, has withstood pressure from signatory countries, particularly those in Europe, to sign, saying it would disadvantage Australian industry and threaten jobs.

Industry Minister Ian Macfarlane said: "Australia will reach its Kyoto target and it will reach it without ratifying Kyoto, without introducing carbon taxes, without putting up the price of electricity, without costing jobs in Australia which, even by the Labor Party's own studies in Victoria, could see over 10,000 jobs lost through the ratification of Kyoto. 

"Australia has taken a practical approach which will see Australia as one of the only three or four countries in the world that will achieve its greenhouse gas targets.

"We're actually doing the practical things to ensure greenhouse gas reduction, not signing a diplomatic piece of paper which still sees the signatories exceeding their greenhouse gas emissions."

Greenpeace spokeswoman Catherine Fitzpatrick said in a statement: "The Russian cabinet's decision highlights just how indefensible Prime Minister Howard's position is." 

"Labor's policy on climate change is better than the government's. However, we are yet to see the policy commitment from either major party that will ensure Australia is protected from climate change: a reduction in greenhouse pollution by at least 60 per cent by 2050."

 Australian Conservation Foundation president Don Henry said in a statement: ``Climate change is a global problem and we're now on the verge of the first, strong international law to tackle it. 

``It is now imperative that Prime Minister Howard reverse his destructive opposition to the protocol and join the world community in this much needed effort to protect the planet, including Australian treasures such as the Great Barrier Reef and the Daintree, from climate change. 

``It would be highly irresponsible for Mr Howard to leave Australia out of the Kyoto Protocol when our health, our environment and our economy will suffer from more extreme climates and from being left out of the protocol's economic incentives, said to be worth between US$10 billion and US$1 trillion by 2010.'' 


Heading the chorus of delight after the Russian cabinet approved the Protocol and sent it to lawmakers to ratify was the EU, which has been battling to save an accord mauled by a US walkout.


"This is a huge success for the international fight against climate change," declared European Commission chief Romano Prodi. "Today [Russian] President [Vladimir] Putin has sent a strong signal of his commitment and sense of responsibility."


"It's a very happy day for Europe and for me," said Margot Wallstroem, the EU's environment commissioner. "It sends a very forceful signal to the rest of the world... It is also very much a victory for the European Union."


In Bonn, Joke Waller-Hunter, executive secretary of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), Kyoto's parent treaty, said Putin had sent "an inspiring signal to the international community."


In a veiled warning to holdouts Australia and the United States, Waller-Hunter said Kyoto countries would enjoy an advantage denied to non-signatories.


"Accelerating the development of the clean technologies that will dominate the global economy of the 21st century will earn them a competitive edge in global markets," she said.


UN Secretary General Kofi Annan today hailed Russian steps to ratify the Kyoto Protocol, which would bring the measure on climate change into effect.


"He welcomes this step, since the entry into force of the Kyoto Protocol, made possible by Russia's ratification, will be the essential first step in tackling the planetary challenge posed by climate change," Annan's spokesman said in a statement.


"He takes this occasion to remind the entire international community of the need to bring a greater sense of urgency to this crucial issue of human security and well-being," the statement said.


Klaus Toepfer, head of the UN Environment Program (UNEP), hailed the Russian decision as "the first step in a long journey towards stabilising greenhouse gas emissions."


"I hope other nations, some of whom like Russia have maybe been in the past reluctant to ratify, will now join us in this truly global endeavour," with a nod toward Australia.

French Ecology Minister Serge Lepeltier said he was "delighted" at the Russian cabinet move.


"This decision marks a historic step in the fight against climate change and the greenhouse effect," he said in a press release.


There was no immediate reaction from Washington.


But Greenpeace International campaigner Steve Sawyer said US President George W Bush, whose rejection of Kyoto in 2001 had brought the agreement close to extinction, was now isolated.


Friends of the Earth International's Catherine Pearce said: "It's fantastic news. It's great to hear it, and we hope it will not take too long for the Duma [Russian parliament] to ratify.


"It will put pressure on the United States and also on Australia, which are refusing to ratify," she said.


The next round of international climate talks is scheduled for December in Buenos Aires, Argentina, and negotiations on greenhouse gas emissions after 2012 are due to start next year.


Next time around, "it is absolutely necessary to have a broader climate agreement where also the United States, especially, and Australia are taking part," said Leif Bernegaard, a climate expert at the Swedish Environmental Protection Agency who took part in negotiations on Kyoto.


WWF's Jennifer Morgan reacted in similar fashion, saying the cabinet move was "a decision for which the world has been waiting for two and a half years."


An opposing note was sounded by Frank Maisano, a Washington lobbyist for the US utilities industry.


Russian ratification "is largely symbolic," Maisano said in a newsletter, describing the treaty as "meaningless, ineffective and toothless."


Japanese industry associations said they worried about the economic cost of meeting anti-pollution targets and some corporate figures doubted whether Kyoto was workable.


"It is questionable if the treaty, which commits only one third of the world's countries to obligations, will prove effective while the United States and China stay out of it," said Yuzo Ichikawa, executive director of the Japan Iron and Steel Federation.


China is a Kyoto member but as a developing country does not have to meet specific targets for cutting emissions.


Russia's ratification is vital for transforming Kyoto from a draft 1997 agreement into a working international treaty. Moscow had for years hedged on whether it would approve the pact.


The Protocol requires industrialised signatories to trim output of six "greenhouse" gases by 2008-2012 compared with their 1990 levels.


But by some scientific estimates, a massive 60 per cent cut is needed to avoid the worst impacts of global warming.


Negotiations open next year on the post-2012 Kyoto targets, and fast-growing countries like India and China will be under intensifying pressure to join industrialised countries in agreeing to targeted reductions.
AFP/Reuters
__________________________________________________________________________________________
4 National News
30 September 2004 

Russia's backing of Kyoto Protocols welcomed by UN

The head of the UN environment agency has welcomed the Russian government’s endorsement of the Kyoto Protocol regulating emissions linked to climate change. 

Moscow’s ratification would bring the pact one step closer to enforcement and “breathe new life” into the international climate negotiations that resume in December in Buenos Aires, Argentina. It would also invigorate interest in cleaner fuels, more efficient energy generation and renewable energies such as wind, solar and wave power, Klaus Toepfer, the Executive Director of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) said.

“Russia’s green light will allow the climate train to leave the station so we can really begin addressing the biggest threat to the planet and its people. I hope other nations, some of whom like Russia have maybe been in the past reluctant to ratify, will now join us in this truly global endeavour,” the UNEP chief added.

One hundred and twenty countries have ratified the Protocol, which is part of the UN Convention on Climate Change, but they represent only 44.2% of global emissions levels, while 55% is needed for the treaty to enter into force. Russia, with 17% of the emissions, would push the total beyond the threshold. The United States has not ratified the pact.

Mr Toepfer also said that the series of hurricanes that has devastated the Caribbean and the parts of the eastern US in recent months showed that an international alliance against climate change and for the reduction of gases is even more necessary than when Kyoto was signed in 1997. 

(gmcg/mb)
__________________________________________________________________________________________
IPS

ENVIRONMENT:

U.S. Isolated as Kremlin Endorses Kyoto

Jim Lobe 

WASHINGTON, Sep 30 (IPS) - Thursday's decision by the Russian government to endorse ratification of the Kyoto Protocol to curb greenhouse gas emissions has thrown a particularly stark spotlight on the degree to which President George W Bush has isolated the United States on the issue of global warming, as well as other transnational problems. 

While it is too early to predict whether the Kremlin's endorsement -- which is virtually certain to be ratified by the Russian Duma in coming weeks -- will have any impact on U.S. public opinion before the presidential elections, many analysts believe it will force Washington, regardless of who wins on Nov. 2, to reassess its position on climate change. 

The 1997 treaty takes effect once it has been ratified by industrialised countries that were responsible for at least 55 percent of global greenhouse emissions in 1990. Existing ratifiers, which include the members of the European Union (EU), Canada, Japan, and several Central European states account for only 44 percent. Russia's 17.5 percent share will thus make the treaty law. 

''Russia's decision will require the U.S. to rethink its stance on addressing climate change'', said Jonathan Pershing, a global-warming expert at the Washington-based World Resources Institute who served as the State Department's main negotiator on climate-change issues during the 1990s. 

''Until now, there was no legally binding instrument out there in the world'', he told IPS. ''But now that it looks like it will soon enter into force and the industrialised countries, with the exception of the U.S. and Australia, have adopted this approach, we need to reconsider whether the thing we're doing fits that model, and if not, what we're going to do about it''. 

State Department Spokesman Richard Boucher said Washington's position was unchanged. 

The United States signed the Kyoto Protocol under former Democratic President Bill Clinton, who nonetheless declined to refer it for ratification to the Senate in light of strong opposition from the Republican leadership in Congress, particularly by lawmakers from states dependent on oil, gas or coal production and automobile manufacturing. 

Bush himself denounced the treaty, which requires industrialised countries to reduce their emissions an average of about seven percent below 1990 levels by 2012, in no uncertain terms shortly after taking office. 

Citing warnings by Kyoto opponents that compliance could hurt employment and national production, Bush declared in March 2001, ''we will not do anything that harms our economy, because first things first are the people who live in America; that's my priority''. 

His dismissal of the issue came as a shock to many people worldwide, Europeans in particular, and marked the first of a series of unilateralist moves by Bush -- including his rejection of international arms-control efforts and the International Criminal Court (ICC) and culminating in last year's Iraq war -- that have produced unprecedented strains in the trans-Atlantic alliance. 

Indeed, Russian President Vladimir Putin's long-awaited decision came just two weeks after British Prime Minister Tony Blair, who has been Bush's staunchest European ally, had pledged in a widely noted speech to push climate change to the very top of the agenda for the Group of Eight (G8) industrialised nations when Britain takes over as G8 chair in January. 

In unusually passionate terms, he warned that the consequences of climate change could well be ''catastrophic'' and that the threat was closer than many believed. ''I mean in the lifetime of my children certainly, and possibly within my own''. 

Blair described the impact of warming as ''so far-reaching (and) irreversible in its destructive power that it alters radically human existence''. 

While his administration appears to have gone from a position of scepticism over scientific claims that greenhouse emissions contribute to global warming to one of acceptance that the relationship between warming and emissions is real, Bush has thus far rejected any effort to place mandatory limits on industry emissions. His emphasis instead has been on voluntary actions to reduce the ''intensity'' of emissions; that is, the level of emissions per unit of economic output. 

In particular, he has failed to support a long-pending measure co-sponsored by fellow Republican Senator John McCain and Democrat Sen Joe Lieberman -- and supported by Kerry -- that would require reductions in greenhouse gas emissions by energy, transportation and manufacturing companies to 2000 levels by 2010. McCain recently denounced the administration's global-warming policy as ''disgraceful''. 

At the same time, states and other local jurisdictions have tried to fill the vacuum with legislation and even lawsuits. In the most far-reaching policy to date, California state regulators approved a new rule that will require automakers to sharply increase fuel efficiency in order to reduce automobile emissions by 30 percent by 2016. 

Because California is the country's biggest market, the new rule, if it survives court challenges, is likely to become the national standard. 

For U.S. manufacturers that sell much of their output abroad, Russia's ratification -- and with it, the transformation of Kyoto into international law -- poses a similar challenge. 

A number of the largest U.S. companies, grouped together in the 'Business Roundtable,' while still opposed to mandatory limits have grown increasingly concerned about their own global competitiveness if they fail to move -- or be seen as moving -- toward compliance with Kyoto. 

Also, many firms are eager to take advantage of the global emissions trading market authorised by the protocol (which permits polluting firms to buy ”quota” from ”clean” companies not using all of theirs) largely at the insistence of the Clinton administration. Washington's continued boycott of the treaty could make it more difficult for them to participate. 

If Bush himself does not understand the advantages of U.S. participation in that market, it is clear that Putin does, according to Dan Dudek, the chief economist at the group Environmental Defence (ED). ''Russian policy-makers understand that participating in Kyoto's emissions trading market can help attract new investment to make Russia's energy infrastructure more efficient and less polluting'', he said. 

''This decision is further indication that the Bush administration is isolated in its approach to CO2 (carbon dioxide) emissions and climate change'', said Jennifer Morgan of the World Wildlife Fund, who in a statement added that 126 countries have now ratified the Kyoto Protocol. 

Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP), also suggested, albeit more diplomatically, that Washington needs to reassess its position, stressing that the recent series of hurricanes that caused billions of dollars of damage to Florida was a harbinger of the future, unless concerted international action is taken now. 

''Russia's green light will allow the climate train to leave the station so we can really begin addressing the biggest threat to the planet and its people'', Toepfer said in a statement. ''I hope other nations, some of whom like Russia have maybe been in the past reluctant to ratify, will now join us in this truly global endeavour''. (END/2004) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________
ABC News

Russian Cabinet Approves Kyoto Protocol, Will Send It to Parliament for Ratification

The Associated Press
 MOSCOW Sept. 30, 2004 — Russia's Cabinet approved the Kyoto Protocol on global warming Thursday, clearing the way for the worldwide adoption of the pact despite U.S. opposition once the Russian parliament ratifies it as expected. 

The protocol must be ratified by no fewer than 55 countries that accounted for at least 55 percent of global emissions in 1990.

__________________________________________________________________________________________
Terra Daily

China must protect environment better or face repercussions: experts

  BEIJING (AFP) Sep 28, 2004

China must intensify its protection of the environment amid dramatic economic growth or face grave consequences, international environmentalists said Tuesday.

At a press conference, laureates of the United Nations Environment Programme Sasakawa Environment Prize expressed concern at the worsening impact that China's growth has had on its environment in recent years.

"The challenge in environment quality is imminent and must be dealt with," said Huey Johnson, an American former winner of the prestigious prize. 

If China doesn't clean up its act, there will be "tragedy of such immense scale" such as famine and other disasters, he said.

According to Chinese statistics, pollution levels last year increased by about 12 percent from 2002. The World Bank estimates 400,000 people in China die each year from air pollution-related illnesses.

"This is a very outstanding challenge, especially for a country like China," said United Nations Environment Programme director Klaus Toepfer.

"There must be a change in the development model, there must be change in consumption and production pattern, we need to have scientifically stimulated cleaner technology," he said.

Toepfer said China is going through the challenges that were faced by western developed countries in the past and must learn from their mistakes.

It is in their self interest for all nations to strive for energy efficiency and they should try their best to cut reliance on carbon energy, he said.

China still relies heavily on coal-fired power plants, which are cheaper and quicker to build than other types such as natural gas, nuclear or hydroelectric plants. Coal is also readily available.

But coal-burning emits large amounts of sulphur dioxide and other pollutants, causing acid rain and leading to respiratory illnesses.

The government has ordered the plants to adopt pollution control measures, such as by installing emissions cleaning equipment, but requirements are not strictly enforced.

Vice-premier Zeng Peiyan was quoted by China Daily Tuesday as saying that China will pursue environmentally friendly production and consumption patterns to reduce pollution and save resources.

Former Japanese Prime Minister Ryutaro Hashimoto was awarded the prestigious United Nations prize Monday for his efforts in building environmental agencies and passing environmental laws in Japan.
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Electronic Iraq

Cancer cases in Iraq are increasing, doctors say  
Report, IRIN, 29 September 2004

[This report does not necessarily reflect the views of the United Nations]

BAGHDAD, 29 September (IRIN) - A bag hooked up to a metal pole on wheels delivers chemotherapy medicine to Sura Najim, 42, as she lies in a bed at the country's leading radiation hospital in the capital, Baghdad.

Najim knows that later she will get sick and feel weak, unable to get out of bed. Right now, however, the college professor is calm - able to talk about the breast cancer she is trying to beat. Already, she has had surgery to remove the cancer in one breast and several courses of chemotherapy over the last four months to make sure it has not spread.

"I discovered a mass in my body and went to the doctor," Najim told IRIN. "She discovered that it was malignant, so I had to have an operation."

Iraq's health care system seems able to handle its cancer patients at the moment, Dr Thikra Najim, a specialist in gynaecology and obstetrics, told IRIN. But the number of cases appears to be rising rapidly, especially for breast cancer, Najim said. It's unclear why this is, although it could be because of radiation left over from the 1991 Gulf War, she added.

"Now we're seeing three or four cases every week. I think the number is increasing," Najim said. "This is disastrous. We have to study it." In fact, doctors are now seeing many more cases of cancer in general. About 4,000 patients per year used to come through the doors of the radiation hospital in Baghdad. So far this year they have seen about 7,000 patients, Dr Ahmed Abdul Jabhar, deputy director of the hospital, told IRIN.

Cancers in the patients streaming through the hospital's doors each day appear to be unrelated to each other, Jabhar said, reading from the hospital's entry log. One patient has a cancerous tumour in his mouth; another has a lump in her breast; a third has brain cancer.

In addition, leukaemia (a form of bone marrow cancer marked by an increase in white blood cells) cases appear to be increasing in southern Iraq, Jabhar said. Gastro-intestinal tumours and thyroid problems also seem to be increasing in the centre of the country, he noted.

"We don't know if the rise is because there actually are more cases, or because of new diagnosis capabilities available to us," Jabhar said. Doctors in recent months have noticed an increase in a variety of radiation-related diseases, but few reliable statistics exist.

A cancer department at the Ministry of Health has only this year's statistics for example, making it impossible to compare what's happening now to what has happened in the past.

In general, however, it takes more than 20 years for people to get sick through radiation-related diseases after they have been exposed, Jabhar said. But such diseases can progress more rapidly if the exposure is higher. Children can also be more vulnerable - and the number of cases of childhood leukaemia has risen in the last few years.

"More people seem to have cancer, but I was very surprised when I found out I had it," Iman Rubi Mohammed, 44, told IRIN, as she waited for treatment for cancer of the cervix in the radiology room of the hospital. She said she went to the doctor after getting sharp pains in her abdomen.

Now there is a two-to-three month waiting list to be treated by the radiology machines, Jabhar said, because the number of patients is increasing. Doctors also treat cancer with hormone therapy, he said, and they're always worried that they will run out of drugs.

In Tuwaitha, 18 km south of Baghdad, where nuclear research went on for years, many residents appear to have suffered some ill effects, Bushra Ali Ahmed, director of the Radiation Protection Centre in Baghdad, told IRIN.

Of 4,000 residents who had their blood tested in five villages surrounding Tuwaitha, about 2,000 were found to have higher than normal white blood cell counts, Ahmed said. She is also testing the blood of at least 10 residents in Baghdad to use them as a control group.

"We can't say it's from radiation, but their immunity is lower," Ahmed said. "Radiation can come from many things. There are many sources of contamination in Iraq now." Ahmed has just finished a Ministry of Environment study about pollution in Iraq. The United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP) is starting a US $4.7 million pilot project to investigate environment "hot spots" and help with cleaning them up, ranging from chemical spills to oil discharges.

UN workers will help Iraq reduce pollution threats to human health, wildlife and the wider environment, Klaus Toepfer, UNEP's executive director, said in a statement. "It's not good to say something about this until you know for sure where the contamination is coming from," Ahmed said. "We need more machines and materials to study this."
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Scripps Howard News Service 
September 30, 2004, Thursday 

HEADLINE: Kyoto treaty nearing implementation, without U.S.
BYLINE: JOAN LOWY

BODY:

International adoption of the Kyoto Protocol on global warming is one short step from reality following the Russian cabinet's endorsement Thursday.

However, treaty supporters cautioned that the pact is a first step, not a long-term solution.

"Kyoto is a first step - it only goes to 2012 - but bringing it into force sends a signal that the age of carbon limits has arrived," said Annie Petsonk, international counsel for Environmental Defense. 

"Countries all over the world are going to be operating in a completely different framework in which greenhouse-gas emissions are going to be constrained," Petsonk said.

Upon Russia's approval, the United States and Australia will be the only major industrial countries that have not ratified the treaty.

President Bush withdrew the United States from the protocol in 2001, saying the cost of compliance was too expensive for the U.S. economy. The administration also tried unsuccessfully to persuade Canada and Japan not to ratify the accord.

Bush's election opponent, Democrat John Kerry, initially supported the treaty, but now says that too much time has elapsed for the United States to reach its emission-reduction targets by 2012. He says new negotiations are needed.

In Russia, the treaty must still be approved by the Duma, the lower house of parliament. Since the pact has the support of Russian leader Vladimir Putin and his party controls the Duma, ratification is widely expected. The protocol would go into effect 90 days after Russian approval.

Russian action to ratify the treaty "will breathe new life" into international climate negotiations scheduled to resume in Buenos Aires, Argentina, in December, United Nations Environment Program executive director Klaus Toepfer said in a statement.

Toepfer also drew a connection between climate change and the recent hurricanes that have devastated the Caribbean, Florida and other parts of the Eastern United States.

"These kinds of natural disasters with their appalling loss of life and significant economic costs are likely to become even more frequent and extreme unless global warming is effectively checked," Toepfer said.

Frank Maisano, an energy-industry lobbyist and former spokesman for the Global Climate Coalition, a now-defunct umbrella group for companies opposed to the treaty, dismissed the protocol as "largely symbolic in nature."

"It has been watered down so dramatically that even if Russia joins and it goes into force, you are not going to see real reductions in greenhouse-gas emissions," Maisano said.

The treaty "was never supposed to fix the problem by itself," said Jonathan Pershing, director of the World Resources Institute's climate program. "It's only a five-year window; this is a 100-year problem."

British Prime Minister Tony Blair, who recently took over as head of the Group of Eight, the world's top industrial nations, said in a recent address that "our efforts to stabilize the climate will need over time to become far more ambitious than the Kyoto Protocol."

The accord, which is legally binding, requires countries to cut emissions back to 1990 levels by 2012. If they fail, they could have to cut back industrial production.

To enter into force, at least 55 countries responsible for 55 percent of the world's emissions at 1990 levels of global-warming pollution must ratify the treaty. To date, 125 nations have ratified it.

Emission-reduction targets vary from country to country depending upon their levels of greenhouse-gas emissions in 1990. The target for the United States was 7 percent below 1990 levels.

On the Net: www.unep.org

(Contact Joan Lowy at LowyJ(at)SHNS.com. Distributed by Scripps Howard News Service, http://www.shns.com)
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The Australian

Australia, US feel Kyoto heat
October 01, 2004 
DEFENDERS of the Kyoto Protocol, led by Europe, challenged the US and Australia to join the fight against climate change after Russia, ending years of hesitation, took steps to ratify the UN's global warming treaty.

The UN, along with Friends of the Earth and Sweden's Environment Protection Agency, suggested Russia's move would put pressure on Australia to also sign up to Kyoto. 

Heading the chorus of delight after the Russian cabinet approved the Protocol and sent it to lawmakers to ratify was the EU, which has been battling to save an accord mauled by a US walkout. 

"This is a huge success for the international fight against climate change," declared European Commission chief Romano Prodi. "Today (Russian) President (Vladimir) Putin has sent a strong signal of his commitment and sense of responsibility." 

"It's a very happy day for Europe and for me," said Margot Wallstroem, the EU's environment commissioner. "It sends a very forceful signal to the rest of the world... It is also very much a victory for the European Union." 

	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	

	


In Bonn, Joke Waller-Hunter, executive secretary of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), Kyoto's parent treaty, said Putin had sent "an inspiring signal to the international community." 

In a veiled warning to holdouts Australia and the United States, Waller-Hunter said Kyoto countries would enjoy an advantage denied to non-signatories. 

"Accelerating the development of the clean technologies that will dominate the global economy of the 21st century will earn them a competitive edge in global markets," she said. 

UN Secretary General Kofi Annan today hailed Russian steps to ratify the Kyoto Protocol, which would bring the measure on climate change into effect. 

"He welcomes this step, since the entry into force of the Kyoto Protocol, made possible by Russia's ratification, will be the essential first step in tackling the planetary challenge posed by climate change," Annan's spokesman said in a statement. 

"He takes this occasion to remind the entire international community of the need to bring a greater sense of urgency to this crucial issue of human security and well-being," the statement said. 

Klaus Toepfer, head of the UN Environment Program (UNEP), hailed the Russian decision as "the first step in a long journey towards stabilising greenhouse gas emissions." 

"I hope other nations, some of whom like Russia have maybe been in the past reluctant to ratify, will now join us in this truly global endeavour," with a nod toward Australia. 

French Ecology Minister Serge Lepeltier said he was "delighted" at the Russian cabinet move. 

"This decision marks a historic step in the fight against climate change and the greenhouse effect," he said in a press release. 

There was no immediate reaction from Washington. 

But Greenpeace International campaigner Steve Sawyer said US President George W Bush, whose rejection of Kyoto in 2001 had brought the agreement close to extinction, was now isolated. 

Friends of the Earth International's Catherine Pearce told AFP "It's fantastic news. It's great to hear it, and we hope it will not take too long for the Duma (Russian parliament) to ratify." 

"It will put pressure on the United States and also on Australia, which are refusing to ratify," she said. 

The next round of international climate talks is scheduled for December in Buenos Aires, Argentina, and negotiations on greenhouse gas emissions after 2012 are due to start next year. 

Next time around, "it is absolutely necessary to have a broader climate agreement where also the United States, especially, and Australia are taking part," said Leif Bernegaard, a climate expert at the Swedish Environmental Protection Agency who took part in negotiations on Kyoto. 

WWF's Jennifer Morgan reacted in similar fashion, saying the cabinet move was "a decision for which the world has been waiting for two and a half years." 

An opposing note was sounded by Frank Maisano, a Washington lobbyist for the US utilities industry. 

Russian ratification "is largely symbolic," Maisano said in a newsletter, describing the treaty as "meaningless, ineffective and toothless." 

Japanese industry associations said they worried about the economic cost of meeting anti-pollution targets and some corporate figures doubted whether Kyoto was workable. 

"It is questionable if the treaty, which commits only one third of the world's countries to obligations, will prove effective while the United States and China stay out of it," said Yuzo Ichikawa, executive director of the Japan Iron and Steel Federation. 

China is a Kyoto member but as a developing country does not have to meet specific targets for cutting emissions. 

Russia's ratification is vital for transforming Kyoto from a draft 1997 agreement into a working international treaty. Moscow had for years hedged on whether it would approve the pact. 

The Protocol requires industrialised signatories to trim output of six "greenhouse" gases by 2008-2012 compared with their 1990 levels. 

But by some scientific estimates, a massive 60 per cent cut is needed to avoid the worst impacts of global warming. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Scoop

UN Hails Russian Approval Of Kyoto Climate Treaty

Friday, 1 October 2004, 12:45 pm

Press Release: United Nations  

UN Officials Hail Russian Approval Of Kyoto Climate Change Treaty

United Nations officials today welcomed the Russian Government's endorsement of the Kyoto Protocol regulating emissions linked to climate change - a move that brings the pact one step closer to enforcement.

Secretary-General Kofi Annan hailed the move since the Protocol's entry into force would be the "essential first step in tackling the planetary challenge posed by climate change."

"He takes this occasion to remind the entire international community of the need to bring a greater sense of urgency to this crucial issue of human security and well-being," said a statement issued by a spokesman for Mr. Annan.

Klaus Toepfer, the Executive Director of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), was optimistic Russian action to ratify the accord - it must be approved by the Parliament - would "breathe new life" into the international climate negotiations that resume in December in Buenos Aires, Argentina.

Those talks, he said, "must now ensure that developed nations meet their initial emission reduction targets while ensuring sufficient funds are made available to developing countries to allow them to reduce their vulnerability to global warming."

Russia's ratification would also invigorate interest in cleaner fuels, more efficient energy generation and renewable energies such as wind, solar and wave power, the UNEP chief said.

"Over the past year or so we have been assembling all the necessary building blocks to ensure that the Protocol becomes operational as soon as possible," he said. "Russia's green light will allow the climate train to leave the station so we can really begin addressing the biggest threat to the planet and its people. I hope other nations, some of whom like Russia have maybe been in the past reluctant to ratify, will now join us in this truly global endeavour."

As of last week, 125 countries have ratified or acceded to the Protocol, which is part of the <"http://unfccc.int/index.html">UN Framework Convention on Climate Change. To enter into force 55 Parties to the Convention must ratify the Protocol, including developed countries whose combined 1990 emissions of carbon dioxide exceed 55 per cent of that group's total. Russia, with 17 per cent of the emissions, would push the amount beyond the threshold, according to the Convention's secretariat. The United States has not ratified the pact.

Mr. Toepfer also noted that the series of hurricanes that has devastated the Caribbean and the parts of the eastern United States in recent months show that an international alliance against climate change and for the reduction of gases is even more necessary than when Kyoto was signed in 1997.

"These kinds of natural disasters, with their appalling loss of life and significant economic costs, are likely to become even more frequent and extreme unless global warming is effectively checked," he said.

"<"http://www.unep.org/">UNEP is convinced that, while only the first step in a long journey towards stabilizing greenhouse gas emissions in the atmosphere, the Kyoto Protocol is the international instrument for addressing global warming," Mr. Toepfer declared.

For his part, Anwarul K. Chowdhury, the Secretary-General's High Representative for the Least Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States, said: "There is an urgent necessity for all countries to understand and address the effects of climate change and honour the commitments made under the Kyoto Protocol."

Referring to the recent spate of hurricanes and tropical storms to strike the Caribbean, and to a conference in January on issues affecting small island developing States, Mr. Chowdhury said there must be global support for recovery efforts by such countries and tangible assistance to them in reviving their economies, as well as serious endeavours to address the issue of climate change in a practical way.

In January, the UN will organize an International Meeting to Review Implementation of the Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States, to be held in Mauritius. That action programme was originally adopted a decade ago at a UN conference in Barbados. Mr. Chowdhury will serve as the Mauritius Meeting's Secretary-General. 
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The Sunday Times

Russia Kyoto move turns heat on Australia

By Richard Ingham in Paris

01oct04

DEFENDERS of the Kyoto Protocol, led by Europe, challenged the US and Australia to join the fight against climate change after Russia, ending years of hesitation, took steps to ratify the UN's global warming treaty.

The UN, along with Friends of the Earth and Sweden's Environment Protection Agency, suggested Russia's move would put pressure on Australia to also sign up to Kyoto.

Heading the chorus of delight after the Russian cabinet approved the Protocol and sent it to lawmakers to ratify was the EU, which has been battling to save an accord mauled by a US walkout.

"This is a huge success for the international fight against climate change," declared European Commission chief Romano Prodi. "Today (Russian) President (Vladimir) Putin has sent a strong signal of his commitment and sense of responsibility."

"It's a very happy day for Europe and for me," said Margot Wallstroem, the EU's environment commissioner. "It sends a very forceful signal to the rest of the world... It is also very much a victory for the European Union." 

 In Bonn, Joke Waller-Hunter, executive secretary of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), Kyoto's parent treaty, said Putin had sent "an inspiring signal to the international community."

In a veiled warning to holdouts Australia and the United States, Waller-Hunter said Kyoto countries would enjoy an advantage denied to non-signatories.

"Accelerating the development of the clean technologies that will dominate the global economy of the 21st century will earn them a competitive edge in global markets," she said.

UN Secretary General Kofi Annan today hailed Russian steps to ratify the Kyoto Protocol, which would bring the measure on climate change into effect.

"He welcomes this step, since the entry into force of the Kyoto Protocol, made possible by Russia's ratification, will be the essential first step in tackling the planetary challenge posed by climate change," Annan's spokesman said in a statement.

"He takes this occasion to remind the entire international community of the need to bring a greater sense of urgency to this crucial issue of human security and well-being," the statement said.

Klaus Toepfer, head of the UN Environment Program (UNEP), hailed the Russian decision as "the first step in a long journey towards stabilising greenhouse gas emissions."

"I hope other nations, some of whom like Russia have maybe been in the past reluctant to ratify, will now join us in this truly global endeavour," with a nod toward Australia.

French Ecology Minister Serge Lepeltier said he was "delighted" at the Russian cabinet move.

"This decision marks a historic step in the fight against climate change and the greenhouse effect," he said in a press release.

There was no immediate reaction from Washington.

But Greenpeace International campaigner Steve Sawyer said US President George W Bush, whose rejection of Kyoto in 2001 had brought the agreement close to extinction, was now isolated.

Friends of the Earth International's Catherine Pearce told AFP "It's fantastic news. It's great to hear it, and we hope it will not take too long for the Duma (Russian parliament) to ratify."

"It will put pressure on the United States and also on Australia, which are refusing to ratify," she said.

The next round of international climate talks is scheduled for December in Buenos Aires, Argentina, and negotiations on greenhouse gas emissions after 2012 are due to start next year.

Next time around, "it is absolutely necessary to have a broader climate agreement where also the United States, especially, and Australia are taking part," said Leif Bernegaard, a climate expert at the Swedish Environmental Protection Agency who took part in negotiations on Kyoto.

WWF's Jennifer Morgan reacted in similar fashion, saying the cabinet move was "a decision for which the world has been waiting for two and a half years."

An opposing note was sounded by Frank Maisano, a Washington lobbyist for the US utilities industry.

Russian ratification "is largely symbolic," Maisano said in a newsletter, describing the treaty as "meaningless, ineffective and toothless."

Japanese industry associations said they worried about the economic cost of meeting anti-pollution targets and some corporate figures doubted whether Kyoto was workable.

"It is questionable if the treaty, which commits only one third of the world's countries to obligations, will prove effective while the United States and China stay out of it," said Yuzo Ichikawa, executive director of the Japan Iron and Steel Federation.

China is a Kyoto member but as a developing country does not have to meet specific targets for cutting emissions.

Russia's ratification is vital for transforming Kyoto from a draft 1997 agreement into a working international treaty. Moscow had for years hedged on whether it would approve the pact.

The Protocol requires industrialised signatories to trim output of six "greenhouse" gases by 2008-2012 compared with their 1990 levels.

But by some scientific estimates, a massive 60 per cent cut is needed to avoid the worst impacts of global warming. 
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HEADLINE: Russian Cabinet approves Kyoto Protocol, will send it to parliament for ratification


DATELINE: MOSCOW

BODY:
Russia's Cabinet approved the Kyoto Protocol on global warming Thursday, clearing the way for the worldwide adoption of the pact - despite U.S. opposition - once the Russian parliament ratifies it as expected.

The protocol must be ratified by no fewer than 55 countries that accounted for at least 55 percent of global emissions in 1990.

Without Russia's support, the U.N. agreement, which has been rejected by the United States, cannot come into force. Washington says the treaty puts a disproportionate burden on the American economy and favors developing nations. 

The 1997 Kyoto protocol calls for industrialized countries to cut their collective emissions of six key greenhouse gases to 5.2 percent below the 1990 level by 2012 in an effort to slow global warming. If a country exceeds the emissions level, it could be forced to cut back industrial production.

The European Union has long urged Russia to ratify the pact. In May, President Vladimir Putin pledged to speed up approval in return for EU support of Russia's bid to join the World Trade Organization.

But many of Putin's advisers opposed, arguing that joining Kyoto would stymie Russia's economic growth and put Putin's goal of doubling gross domestic product in a decade out of reach.

The United Nations and the EU greeted the Russian endorsement.

"Russian ratification of the Kyoto Protocol is the final step needed to bring this crucial treaty on climate change into force," said Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the United Nations Environment Programme.

"The news today that the Government of Russia has endorsed the Protocol and will present it to the Duma, the Russian parliament, is cause for celebration."

A Russian government official speaking on condition of anonymity said the bill would be submitted soon to the lower house of parliament, or State Duma, so the treaty can be ratified before year's end.

The Duma is dominated by the Kremlin-directed United Russia party and approval is almost certain.

Konstantin Kosachev, the powerful head of the Duma's foreign affairs committee, said lawmakers would be guided primarily by economic considerations.

"The economic factor would have a decisive role, environmental considerations would come second and political expediency would matter less," Kosachev said.

He would not say when the pact might come to vote but said his committee likely would complete preparations for the ratification debate before Dec. 31.

The treaty would take effect 90 days after being ratified by Russia.

"Ratification will remove many irritants in our relations with the EU," Kosachev said. "From the political viewpoint, I have always supported ratifying this pact."

However, some government officials remain critical of Kyoto.

Russian Prime Minister Mikhail Fradkov said during a trip to the Netherlands on Thursday that the Duma would likely have a "difficult debate" on the document - a statement that appeared to signal that Russian officials are still divided on the issue despite the Cabinet's support of the bill.

Putin economic adviser Andrei Illarionov voiced his opposition at the Cabinet meeting.

"It's a political decision, it's a forced decision," Illarionov said, according to the Interfax news agency. "It's not the decision we are making with pleasure."

UNEP's Toepfer said the recent series of hurricanes that have devastated the Caribbean and parts of the United States demonstrate that reducing emissions is even more urgent now than when Kyoto was signed in 1997.

"These kinds of natural disasters, with their appalling loss of life and significant economic costs, are likely to become even more frequent and extreme unless global warming is effectively checked," he said in a statement.

The EU welcomed Russia's endorsement and said it now hoped the U.S. administration would drop its objections.

"This is a very welcome event," EU spokesman Reijo Kemppinen said, adding that the EU hopes the United States "will reconsider" its position.

Some observers have speculated that Russia is jockeying for more favorable terms when rules are worked out for a mechanism under which countries that come in with emissions levels below the targets can sell pollution credits.

In its decision Thursday, the Cabinet said government ministries and agencies should come up with proposals on how best to fulfill Russia's obligations under the pact.

Russia's emissions have fallen by about a third since 1990, largely because of the post-Soviet industrial meltdown. But pollution has started to rise again because of an economic revival in recent years.
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HEADLINE: Kremlin decision to ratify Kyoto protocol gets worldwide approval

BODY:

U.N. Secretary General Kofi Annan on Thursday welcomed the Russian government's decision to submit the Kyoto protocol (to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change) to the State Duma, Russian parliament's lower house, for ratification.

U.N. Secretary-General's Spokesman Fred Eckhard said that Kofi Annan lauded Russia's decision because the entry in force of the Kyoto protocol, if Russia ratifies it, would mean the first vital step in efforts to solve a global problem caused by climatic change.

The 1997 Kyoto protocol is aimed at counteracting global warming. It obliges industrially developed nations to undertake commitments to cut and restrict "greenhouse gas" emissions into the atmosphere between 2008-2012. However, the United States and Australia have refused to join this project. 

Russia which emits 17% of world greenhouse gases plays a decisive role in the further fate of the Kyoto protocol. If it ratifies it, the protocol will enter in force without being ratified by the United States.

In turn, Klaus Toepfer, the Executive Director of the United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP) believes that Russia's intention to ratify the Kyoto protocol will revive international talks on climatic change that are due to resume in Buenos Aires, Argentina, in December.

The United Nations reports that 125 countries had either ratified or joined the Kyoto protocol last week. Fifty-five countries -signatories to the U.N. Convention - have to ratify the Kyoto treaty to make it come in force.

In the meantime, the Japanese government has also welcomed the Russian government's decision to approve the Kyoto protocol and submit it to the Russian State Duma for ratification. The Japanese Foreign Ministry stressed the importance of Russia's approval of the Kyoto protocol on cutting "greenhouse gas" emissions contributing to global warming in a press release, which the Itar-Tass Tokyo office received on Thursday.

The press release contains a hope that the document would soon be endorsed by the Russian parliament. Japanese Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi earlier welcomed the Russian government's intention to "give green light" to the Kyoto protocol. However, the Japanese premier admitted that Japan would find it hard to comply with the protocol's tough requirements to cut gas emissions into the atmosphere.

Under the protocol, the industrially developed nations are supposed to cut the emission of anthropogenic gases by 5.2% on average compared to 1990.

World Bank President James Wolfensohn praised Russia's decision to ratify the Kyoto protocol. Wolfensohn told the Prime-Tass economic and financial news agency on Thursday that this vital decision was certainly a step forward in the right direction.

Having noted that the United States holds a different view on the Kyoto protocol, the World Bank President emphasized that Russia's ratification of the Kyoto protocol would become a milestone event in its international application.
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Agence France Presse -- German 

Donnerstag, 30. September 2004 
ÜBERSCHRIFT: Töpfer: Durchbruch für Kyoto-Protokoll "Anlass zum Feiern"

 TEXT:


Der Leiter des UN-Umweltprogramms der Vereinten Nationen (UNEP), Klaus Töpfer, hat den Durchbruch beim weltweiten Klimaschutz begrüßt. Dass Russland das Kyoto-Protokoll zur Senkung der Treibhausgase verabschiedet habe, sei ein "Anlass zum Feiern", erklärte der ehemalige Bundesumweltminister am Donnerstag am UNEP-Sitz in Nairobi. 

Nun sollten auch andere Staaten, die sich in der Vergangenheit gegen eine Ratifikation gestemmt hätten, sich "dieser weltweiten Anstrengung" anschließen, appellierte Töpfer offenbar in Richtung der Vereinigten Staaten.

Mit Russlands Ratifizierung des vor sieben Jahren ausgehandelten Kyoto-Protokolls werde den internationalen Klimaverhandlungen in Buenos Aires im Dezember "neues Leben eingehaucht", erklärte Töpfer. Die nun möglichst bald erfolgende Umsetzung des Protokolls sei aber "nur der erste Schritt in einer langen Reise hin zur Stabilisierung von Treibhausgasen in der Atmosphäre", räumte er ein. Vor allem die USA als größte Wirtschaftsmacht der Welt stemmen sich seit Jahren gegen die Anwendung des Kyoto-Protokolls, weil es Einschränkungen für ihre Industrie bringen würde.

UPDATE: 30. September 2004
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Neue Zürcher Zeitung

1. Oktober 2004 
ÜBERSCHRIFT: Hoher Preis für Chinas enormes Wachstum

TEXT:


Massive Probleme beim Schutz der Umwelt

Die Wirtschaft Chinas dürfte im laufenden Jahr trotz allen Anstrengungen der Führung zur Dämpfung des enormen Booms wieder um etwa 9% wachsen. Die Kehrseite dieser Entwicklung sind soziale Spannungen und gewaltige Umweltprobleme, deren Lösung noch in weiter Ferne zu liegen scheint.

Der Boom hält an, aber Zufriedenheit will bei den Verantwortlichen im Reich der Mitte nicht aufkommen. Chinas Führung will sich erklärtermassen von der Devise "Wachstum um jeden Preis" trennen und setzt nun stärker auf nachhaltige Entwicklung. Die seit einigen Monaten umgesetzten Massnahmen zur Abkühlung der überhitzten Wirtschaft beginnen zwar zu greifen, so dass eine "weiche Landung" möglich erscheint. Aber an der Basis gibt es weiterhin Widerstand, denn viele Unternehmen sind nicht bereit, für schnelle Gewinne enorme Umweltinvestitionen zu tätigen, und pfeifen auf die Direktiven der Zentrale, getreu dem alten Sprichwort: Die Sonne ist nah, und der Kaiser ist weit. Trotz allen Anstrengungen, strenge Umweltstandards durchzusetzen und erneuerbare Energien marktfähig zu entwickeln, drohen darum Engpässe bei der Rohstoff- und Energieversorgung sowie ein Umweltkollaps. Dazu kommt die ungleichmässig erfolgende Entwicklung. 

Der Fluch ungezügelten Wirtschaftens

Kürzlich haben denn auch chinesische Akademiker erstmals vor sozialen Unruhen, vor allem auf dem Land, gewarnt, sollte die Unzufriedenheit weiter wachsen, da die Einkommensunterschiede immer krasser werden, die Korruption überhand nimmt, Arbeitsplätze verloren gehen und vielen eine neue Armut droht.

Die Wirtschaft Chinas werde im laufenden Jahr um 9% wachsen, schätzte Ende September der Internationale Währungsfonds (IMF). Hatte der Aussenhandel im vergangenen Jahr ein Volumen von 850 Mrd. $, so werde man 2004 die Marke von 1"Bio. $ überschreiten, glaubt Handelsminister Bo Xilai. Die wachsende Inlandnachfrage erfordere umfangreiche Importe. Die steil steigenden Preise für Rohöl und der Heisshunger auf Stahl und Schrott sowie andere Rohstoffe zeigen, was Bo Xilai meint. Auch die ausländischen Direktinvestitionen wachsen weiter. Nach Berechnungen der Uno-Konferenz für Handel und Entwicklung (Unctad) lag die Volksrepublik schon im vergangenen Jahr mit 53,5 Mrd. $ weltweit an der Spitze. Für das laufende Jahr rechnet die Organisation mit 60 Mrd. $. Dabei investieren ausländische Anleger nicht mehr nur in den Autosektor, die Chemie, den Elektroniksektor und andere Industriebereiche, sondern zunehmend auch in die Forschung und Entwicklung sowie in den Hightech-Bereich und den Dienstleistungssektor. Damit dürfte auch die Zahl der mit Fremdkapital arbeitenden Betriebe von derzeit 493"000 weiter steigen.

Auch wenn die Schere zwischen Arm und Reich immer weiter auseinander klafft, die Arbeitslosigkeit anschwillt und sich die sozialen Probleme weiter zuspitzen - die Entwicklungsdynamik hält unvermindert an. In den Städten boomen die Automärkte, Kaufhäuser und Restaurants sind voll, und mehr Chinesen als je zuvor haben in der Ferienwoche aus Anlass des 55. Jahrestages der Gründung der Volksrepublik am 1. Oktober Auslandreisen angetreten. Dort geben sie mittlerweile mehr Geld aus als Touristen aus Japan oder Hongkong.

Ruf nach einem Kurswechsel

In den Führungsetagen läuten die Alarmglocken, denn das Land lebt über seine Verhältnisse und droht sich die Zukunft zu verbauen. Es sei höchste Zeit für China, auf eine "Kreislaufwirtschaft" umzuschwenken, also eine nachhaltige Entwicklung anzusteuern, sagte Ma Kai, Minister der Kommission für nationale Entwicklung und Reform. Die überkommenen Vorstellungen und Modelle von Entwicklung müssten über Bord geworfen und durch das Konzept einer nachhaltigen Entwicklung abgelöst werden, forderte er an einer internationalen Fachkonferenz Ende September in Peking. Ausländische Teilnehmer wurden noch deutlicher. Wenn China nicht ernsthaft darangehe, sein Haus in Ordnung zu bringen, werde es "eine Tragödie enormen Ausmasses geben", mit Hungersnöten und anderen Katastrophen, warnte Huey Johnson, Gewinner des Sasakawa-Umweltpreises der Uno. Nach offiziellen Angaben haben die Umweltschäden 2003 um 12% zugenommen. Die Weltbank schätzt, dass alljährlich 400"000 Chinesen an Umweltschäden sterben. Klaus Töpfer, Direktor des Uno-Umweltprogramms, forderte an der Konferenz einen Wechsel des Entwicklungsmodells sowie der Konsum- und Produktionsgewohnheiten.

Schwere Sünden an der Umwelt

Die Gründe für die Alarmstimmung werden auch von der Parteipresse nicht mehr verschwiegen. Die schnelle Industrialisierung und die Versteppung lassen das ohnehin knappe Ackerland weiter schrumpfen. Über 400 von 670 mittleren und grossen Städten haben zu wenig Wasser. Mehr als die Hälfte der 1,3 Mrd. Menschen müssen ohne sauberes Trinkwasser auskommen. Selbst in der Wirtschaftsmetropole Schanghai wird es noch sechs Jahre dauern, bis wenigstens 80% der Abwässer gereinigt werden, und anderswo ist es noch schlimmer. Die Umwelt - dies als weiteres Beispiel - ist bei Chinas grösstem Bauprojekt viel stärker gefährdet, als die Planer angenommen hatten. Die staatliche Umweltbehörde gab schon im Frühjahr zu, dass bei fast 150 geforderten Vorhaben zum Schutz der Umwelt im Einzugsbereich des Drei-Schluchten-Staudamms am Jangtse bei einem Drittel noch nicht einmal mit dem Bau begonnen wurde. Waren 240 grosse Betriebe angewiesen worden, ihren Schadstoffausstoss drastisch zu reduzieren, so sind fast alle hinter den Auflagen zurückgeblieben. Die oberhalb des Damms gelegene Millionenstadt Chongqing leitet noch immer den Grossteil ihrer festen und flüssigen Abfallstoffe ungeklärt in den Strom und den 600 km langen Stausee ein.

Aufschreie ohne grosse Wirkung

Nachrichten über die Luftverschmutzung durch die Industrie und die neue Freude am eigenen Auto, Meldungen über Lebensmittelvergiftungen, den immer häufiger beobachteten sauren Regen und schwere Erkrankungen infolge der Verunreinigung der Flüsse durch Chemiebetriebe, Papierfabriken und Gerbereien sind in den Medien immer häufiger zu finden. Doch oft bleibt der Aufschrei ohne Wirkung: Aus Angst vor neuen Arbeitslosen bezahlen viele Unternehmen lieber hohe Strafen, als die Produktion stillzulegen. Zumeist werden die Löhne der staatlichen Umweltschützer mit diesen Bussen bezahlt, so dass die Inspektoren gar kein Interesse an der Durchsetzung der Umweltnormen haben. Immer wieder auch siegen die Gewinnsucht und die weit verbreitete Korruption über die Einhaltung der Umweltstandards.

So steuert das Land in eine ungewisse Zukunft. Die Führung will das Wachstum zwar abbremsen, doch das Bruttoinlandprodukt immer noch vom Jahr 2000 bis zum Jahr 2020 vervierfachen. Wenn es allerdings nicht gelingt, die Entwicklung wirklich nachhaltig zu gestalten, die enormen Umweltprobleme in den Griff zu bekommen und den Übergang in die Marktwirtschaft sozial abzufedern, scheint dieses Ziel ernsthaft gefährdet.
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TITRE: Moscou se rallie au protocole de Kyoto; RUSSIE Le projet de loi sur la ratificaton présenté aujourd'hui

TEXTE-ARTICLE:

Sans tambour ni fanfare, la Russie s'apprête à faire un pas important en vue de la ratification du protocole de Kyoto, portant sur le réchauffement climatique et la limitation des émissions de gaz à effet de serre. Un projet de loi sur l'adoption du protocole doit être présenté aujourd'hui en Conseil des ministres par le vice-ministre des Affaires étrangères, Youri Fedotov. Trois des principaux ministères concernés (Développement économique, Ressources naturelles et Energie) ayant déjà donné leur feu vert au projet, le texte devrait être adopté et alors transmis à la Douma pour ratification finale. 

Cette avancée pourrait constituer un pas décisif dans l'adoption définitive du protocole de Kyoto qui, pour entrer en vigueur, doit être ratifié par 55 pays représentant 55 % des émissions de CO2 des pays industriels. Les Etats-Unis ayant rejeté le traité en mars 2001, le taux de 55 % ne peut être atteint qu'avec l'appui de la Russie, forte d'un quota de 17,4 % des émissions de CO2 en 1990. 

Moscou pèse le pour et le contre depuis des années. Les opposants russes au protocole soutiennent qu'il risque de brider la croissance du pays et craignent le risque de sanctions. Ses partisans insistent, au contraire, sur la possibilité théorique à ce jour de vendre des quotas d'émissions de gaz à effet de serre à des pays étrangers. 

En dépit d'appels renouvelés, Vladimir Poutine s'était jusqu'ici refusé à se prononcer. Plaidant la cause de Kyoto voici un an, Jacques Chirac avait souligné, dans un courrier adressé au président russe, « toute l'importance » attachée par la France à la ratification russe du protocole, celle-ci étant « un élément essentiel à la constitution de l'espace économique commun que nous avons décidé de créer à Saint-Pétersbourg ». 

La position du Kremlin a aujourd'hui mûri. Le ministre russe des Affaires étrangères, Sergueï Lavrov, s'est récemment fait écho de cette évolution à la tribune de l'ONU : « Je confirme, a-t-il dit, que conformément à la décision du président Vladimir Poutine, nous envisageons sérieusement la ratification du protocole de Kyoto. » Plus significatif encore, le conseiller économique du Kremlin, Andrey Illarionov, l'un des adversaires les plus résolus du traité, vient de déclarer que la Russie allait adopter Kyoto en « geste de bonne volonté envers l'Union européenne, rien de plus ». « Ce sera purement politique », a-t-il confié au Moscow Times en soulignant que l'objectif affiché par Vladimir Poutine d'un doublement du PIB russe pour 2010 était déjà suffisamment rude à atteindre pour ne pas ajouter de complications. 

Plusieurs experts lient cette « bonne volonté » du Kremlin aux négociations engagées avec l'UE sur l'adhésion de la Russie à l'OMC. Ce pourrait être également un geste d'apaisement après les craintes exprimées à la suite du renforcement de la « verticale du pouvoir » en Russie. 
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TITRE: Approbation du protocole de Tokyo par la Russie: satisfaction dans le monde (SYNTHESE)

 TEXTE-ARTICLE:


L'Union européenne et les Nations Unis ont salué le feu vert donné jeudi par le gouvernement russe à la ratification du protocole de Kyoto tandis qu'ONG et responsables de l'environnement ont lancé des appels ou adressé des critiques aux Etats-Unis qui refusent toujours de ratifier cet accord. 

Le président de la Commission européenne, Romano Prodi, s'est félicité de cette décision du gouvernement russe, tandis que la commissaire à l'Environnement, Margot Wallstroem, y voyait une "victoire pour l'Union européenne". 

"C'est un succès considérable dans la lutte internationale contre le changement climatique", a souligné Romano Prodi dans un communiqué. 

"La Commission, a-t-il ajouté, aspire à collaborer avec la Russie pour appliquer le Protocole".

Le communiqué indique que Romano Prodi s'est entretenu longuement la semaine dernière par téléphone avec le président russe, Vladimir Poutine, au sujet du protocole de Kyoto.

Celui-ci est un accord international demandant aux pays industriels d'abaisser leurs rejets de six gaz comme le CO2 (gaz carbonique) de 5,2% à l'horizon 2010 par rapport à leur niveau de 1990.

"Il s'agit véritablement d'une victoire pour l'Union européenne. C'est une grande journée pour l'Europe... Cela représente un signal puissant en direction du reste du monde", a souligné pour sa part la commissaire Wallstroem lors d'une conférence de presse à Bruxelles.

"Nous devons bien évidemment attendre la décision de la Douma", a-t-elle cependant ajouté.

Pour sa part, la responsable du dossier climat à l'Onu, Joke Waller-Hunter, a rendu hommage au président Vladimir Poutine pour avoir lancé le processus de ratification du protocole de Kyoto.

"Le président Poutine a montré son sens de l'Etat et, en demandant à la Douma de soutenir le protocole (de Kyoto), a adressé un signal encourageant à la communauté internationale", a-t-elle estimé. 

Le directeur du Programme des Nations unies pour l'Environnement (PNUE), l'Allemand Klaus Toepfer, s'est félicité de la décision russe tout en appelant indirectement les Etats-Unis à revenir sur leur refus de ratifier le protocole de Kyoto. 

"D'autres pays qui ont pu être, comme l'était la Russie, réticents à ratifier (Kyoto), vont maintenant, je l'espère, rejoindre la communauté internationale dans ses efforts" pour combattre l'effet de serre, a-t-il souligné.

Pour l'organisation écologiste Greenpeace, "l'administration Bush est sur la touche et le reste du monde va pouvoir désormais avancer et commencer à combattre le changement climatique".

"Alors que la Terre est déjà frappée par un accroissement des tempêtes, des inondations et des sécheresses, le président (russe) Vladimir Poutine a amené l'humanité à un tournant de son histoire" en décidant de ratifier Kyoto et de permettre ainsi à cet accord international d'entrer en vigueur, selon Greenpeace. 

En France, le ministre de l'Ecologie Serge Lepeltier a estimé que l'adoption par le gouvernement russe du projet de loi de ratification du protocole de Kyoto constituait "une étape historique dans la lutte contre le changement climatique et l'effet de serre".

DATE-CHARGEMENT: 30 septembre 2004
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Associated Press Worldstream

September 30, 2004 Thursday

HEADLINE: Russia's Kyoto Protocol move gets wide welcome, but environmentalists looking to next treaty


DATELINE: BERLIN

BODY:
Europeans warmly welcomed Russia's move toward ratifying the Kyoto Protocol, but environmentalists cautioned that the accord, rejected by the United States, can only be a "first step" toward negotiating deeper cuts in greenhouse gas emissions.

Russia's Cabinet on Thursday endorsed the 1997 agreement and parliament is now expected to give final ratification by the end of the year. Without Russia, there would not be enough signatories for it to come into effect worldwide.

"Russia's green light will allow the climate train to leave the station so we can really begin addressing the biggest threat to the planet and its people," said Klaus Toepfer, the head of the U.N. Environment Program. 

Russia's decision was welcomed by the governments of Germany, Italy, Britain and Japan, and by the European Union, which have been among the agreement's most energetic backers.

Once the deal enters into force, industrialized countries are supposed to cut their collective emissions of six key greenhouse gases to 5.2 percent below the 1990 level by 2012.

However, the United States - which alone accounted for 36 percent of carbon dioxide emissions in 1990 - and Australia have rejected the treaty.

"The Kyoto Protocol undoubtedly sets very low targets compared to what scientists say is necessary in order to keep climate change under control," said Germana Canzi, a climate policy expert with the World Wide Fund for Nature. "However, it has always been considered a first step rather than the solution to the problem."

Thursday's Russian Cabinet decision to approve the protocol was, she said, a "massive breakthrough" because it will allow the rules finally to be applied and sets the scene for negotiations for future commitments.

The next round of international climate talks is scheduled for December in Buenos Aires, Argentina, and negotiations on greenhouse gas emissions after 2012 are due to start next year.

Next time around, "it is absolutely necessary to have a broader climate agreement where also the United States, especially, and Australia are taking part," said Leif Bernegaard, a climate expert at the Swedish Environmental Protection Agency who took part in negotiations on Kyoto.

Canzi said developing nations such as booming China, which don't have specific emissions targets under the Kyoto Protocol, also "will have to be included one way or another."

Few believe the United States will have a change of heart anytime soon, although there are hopes that business interest in developing clean technologies would push America forward.

"The Kyoto Protocol is now real - it's a very clear signal to the United States that the countries that have now made the step are being serious." said Joke Waller-Hunter, the executive secretary of the United Nations' Climate Change Convention.

"The Kyoto Protocol also provides an opportunity to modernize technologies. I think U.S. companies don't want to fall behind."

In 2001, negotiators agreed that signatories will face mandatory consequences if they fail to meet their targets.

Countries that miss their emission targets would be excluded from "emissions trading," buying and selling the right to pollute, while a panel to be set up by member governments would address alleged violations. The protocol also foresees emission credits for forests that soak up carbon.

The EU is launching an emissions trading system next January under which European companies that emit less carbon dioxide than allowed can sell unused allotments to those who overshoot the target.

The profit motive is expected to drive efforts and technology and bring "substantial cuts" in emissions of carbon dioxide, which makes up 80 percent of the EU's greenhouse gases, EU officials have said. The European system foresees fines for companies that exceed their emission limits without managing to trade.
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Financial Times (London, England)

 October 1, 2004 Friday 
HEADLINE: Kyoto survives: But don't break out the champagne on climate change

BODY:


After years of vacillation, the Russian government yesterday approved the Kyoto protocol to combat global warming and sent it to the Duma for the formal ratification that is the key to bringing this seven-year-old international treaty into effect.

It is too early to celebrate. Even though the Duma is now effectively President Vladimir Putin's puppet, it is just possible the same arguments for and against Kyoto that long divided Russia's government will resurface in its parliament. Even on the reasonable assumption that it is now a matter of when, not if, Kyoto comes into force, there are major questions about how much effect it will have in curbing greenhouse gases. The US refusal to go through with Kyoto put Russia in a key position, because the treaty was written so that it could only come into force after ratification by 55 industrialised countries accounting for 55 per cent of global emissions. Once the US walked out, the only significant industrial polluter left to trigger the treaty into life has been Russia. Kyoto is kind to Russia, giving it excess pollution permits to take account of its post-Soviet industrial collapse, which Moscow can sell to other Kyoto participants that will need to buy permits from Russia to soften the blow of the emission cuts Kyoto imposes on them. But the US departure took a big potential permit-buyer out of Kyoto, thus lowering the market value of Russian permits. So Russia has dithered. 

In the end, it appears the Kremlin decided that some permit sales were better than none. This calculation, plus European Union pressure on Moscow to sign up to Kyoto as part price for Brussels' endorsement of Russian membership of the World Trade Organisation, seems to have carried the day.

The main practical effect of Kyoto will be to link up the emission trading systems of the main Kyoto participants - the European Union, Canada and Japan. This will maximise the benefits of such trading. But there is a danger that emission ceilings that underpin trading are being set too low to meet the Kyoto pollution reduction targets. This is understandable, because industry in all the main Kyoto member countries is worried about staying competitive with those outside the treaty - mainly the US but also China, India and other emerging economies that were deliberately left out of Kyoto, or at least its first stage covering 2008-12. So there is considerable doubt whether Kyoto can achieve its goal of bringing emissions to 5 per cent below their 1990 level.

But Mr Putin's move yesterday could effect the political climate, if the Bush administration begins at last to feel the isolation of its ostrich-like approach to climate change. There is no prospect of a sudden American U-turn on Kyoto, even if John Kerry were to win the election, because the US Senate is set against it. But with Russia joining the Kyoto consensus, it might become possible to persuade Washington at least to admit that climate change exists.
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PR Newswire European 

September 30, 2004 Thursday 

HEADLINE: Russian Ministers' Decision to Ratify Kyoto 'Motivated Purely by Politics' According to Putin's 

BODY:

LONDON, September 30 /PRNewswire/ -- Cabinet ministers of Russian President Vladimir Putin today concluded that Russia will ratify the Kyoto Protocol. The Protocol will now be sent to the Duma for a vote.

Dr. Andrei Illarionov, Economic Advisor to Russian President Vladimir Putin, today made the following statement about the Ministers' decision:

"The decision by Russian cabinet ministers to ratify the Kyoto Protocol was forced, and it is motivated purely by politics - not by science or economics. During government meetings today, no one - not even the proponents of ratification - demonstrated that the Kyoto Protocol has any scientific relevance. 

"The decision to ratify will be very harmful to Russia's national interests, in the short, medium and long term. For his second term in office, President Putin set a target to double Russia's GDP within 10 years. This goal will simply be unattainable now. Russia is still a very poor country. Kyoto will cripple our economy and make our country less able to achieve badly needed economic growth, thereby harming our poorest citizens the most. We estimate that the average Russian will lose the equivalent of US $7000 as a result of Kyoto's economic restrictions.

"Many in the international community have suffered the illusion that Kyoto ratification will benefit Russia. No one should be blind: Kyoto may benefit a narrow set of special interests, including businesses who might be allocated emissions quotas, but the country's population at large will suffer. The same is true for other countries which have ratified Kyoto.

"A seminar at the Russian Academy of Sciences last week illustrated that, perversely, Kyoto would also cause environmental damage by distorting people's attention to a global - rather than local - environmental problems, and by diverting financial resources to the wrong environmental target. It will directly exacerbate existing environmental problems, such as air pollution, by limiting the use of modern technologies which emit carbon dioxide as a by-product.

"The most important thing that the Russian government can do now is to prepare the measures and actions that would minimize damage from this decision," concluded Illarionov.

Kendra Okonski, Director of IPN's Sustainable Development Programme, also commented on Russia's decision:

"President Putin currently faces a legitimacy crisis in international politics. The decision by him, and his cabinet, to ratify Kyoto should be viewed in this light. Two wrongs don't make a right. A growing body of evidence shows that Kyoto will harm people and the planet, while doing nothing to curtail climate change. Earlier this year, the Copenhagen Consensus ranked measures to mitigate global warming on the bottom of a list of global policy priorities to advance the wellbeing of humanity," she said.

Notes to Reporters:

Andrei Illarionov will give a press conference in Washington, DC, on Friday 1 October, at 10:30 AM Eastern Standard Time. He will be available for interview tomorrow by European broadcast media. Please contact Stephen Weller, Director of Communications, International Policy Network, for more details.

International Policy Network [www.policynetwork.net] is a London-based NGO and think tank.IPN  

CONTACT:

Contact: Stephen Weller, Director of Communications, International Policy Network, +44-20-7836-0751, mobile: +44-7795-345-249, Stephen@policynetwork.net
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China Daily October 1, 2004 

October 1, 2004

HEADLINE: RUSSIA RATIFIES KYOTO PROTOCOL

BODY:

MOSCOW: The Russian cabinet yesterday approved the ratification of the Kyoto Protocol on combating global warming, clearing the way for parliament to vote on the pact, which needs to be ratified by Russia to take effect.

The cabinet has to submit a draft bill on ratification of the protocol to the State Duma, the lower parliament house. The Duma is dominated by the Kremlin-directed United Russia party and approves nearly all bills backed by President Vladimir Putin. 

The cabinet ruled yesterday that all concerned government ministries and agencies should draft proposals on specific action that needs to be taken to fulfill Russia's obligations under the pact.

A government official, who spoke on condition of anonymity, said the ratification bill would be submitted to parliament shortly so that the Duma could ratify it before year's end.

Putin pledged in May to speed up approval of the protocol in return for European Union support of Russia's bid to join the World Trade Organization.

"It is a political decision, it is a forced decision" to ratify Kyoto, Putin's economic adviser Andrei Illarionov, who led Russian opponents of Kyoto, told the cabinet, according to the Interfax news agency. "It is not a decision we are making with pleasure." The 1997 Kyoto Protocol seeks to reduce emissions of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases, which are widely seen as a key factor behind global warming.

The EU has long urged Russia to ratify the pact, which must be joined by no fewer than 55 countries that accounted for at least 55 per cent of global emissions in 1990. That minimum now can be reached only with Russia because the United States and some other big industrial nations have rejected the treaty.

Illarionov and other Russian foes of the Kyoto Protocol have argued that joining the pact would stymie Russia's economic growth and make Putin's goal of doubling gross domestic product in a decade unattainable.

The Kyoto Protocol calls for countries to bring their emissions down to 1990 levels by 2012. If a country exceeds the emissions level, it could be forced to cut back industrial production.

Russian Prime Minister Mikhail Fradkov said on a trip to the Netherlands yesterday that the Duma would likely have a "difficult debate" on Kyoto - a statement that appeared to signal that Russian officialdom is still divided on the issue despite the cabinet's support of the bill.

Russia's emissions have started to rise again amid the economic revival of the past few years.
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L'entrata in vigore del trattato dipendeva da Putin

La Russia firma il protocollo di Kyoto

Il governo russo dice sì al trattato ambientale che gli Usa si rifiutano di firmare. Il Cremlino: «Obbligati da motivi politici»

	

	Vladimir Putin (Afp)


MOSCA - Vladimir Putin ha mantenuto la promessa. Il governo russo ha approvato l'adesione al Protocollo di Kyoto, l'accordo internazionale che prevede la riduzione delle emissioni di gas serra, e lo ha trasmesso alla Duma, la camera bassa del Parlamento, per la ratifica, quasi una formalità visto che la maggioranza dei parlamentari seduti alla Duma fanno parte di Russia Unita, il partito del presidente Putin. Si concretizza così un via libera atteso e auspicato da molti: l’adesione di Mosca è fondamentale perché permette di raggiungere la soglia dei 55 Paesi necessaria per rappresentare il 55% delle emissioni, superata la quale il trattato entra automaticamente in vigore. Una soglia che può essere raggiunta solo con la firma della Russia, visto che gli Stati Uniti, la Cina e altri Paesi industrializzati si sono rifiutati di aderire. 
D'altronde Putin aveva annunciato l’adesione di Mosca al Trattato lo scorso mese di maggio, dopo la firma da parte dell’Ue dell’accordo che sostiene l’ingresso di Mosca nell’Organizzazione Mondiale per il Commercio. «L’Unione Europea ci è venuta incontro nei colloqui sul Wto e questo non può che influenzare positivamente la nostra posizione nei confronti dei protocolli di Kyoto» aveva spiegato Putin in conferenza stampa, annunciando che il progresso verso la ratifica avrebbe subito «un’accelerazione». 

MALUMORI NEL CREMLINO - Non sono mancati tuttavia dissapori tra i membri di gabinetto: poco prima che venisse approvato il Trattato di Kyoto, il consigliere per l’economia di Putin, Andrei Illarionov, ha dichiarato che il Cremlino è stato obbligato ad approvare il protocollo per motivi politici. «E’ una decisione politica, è una decisione obbligata - ha detto Illarionov - non è una decisione che prendiamo con piacere».
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REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA - NEWS UPDATE

 1st October 2004

General Environment News
Réunion des ministres en charge des forêts du bassin du Congo

Libreville, Gabon (PANA) -  Les ministres en charge des forêts du Bassin du Congo se réunissent ce jeudi, à Libreville, pour élaborer des mesures susceptibles de "doter la Conférence des ministres en charge des forêts d'Afrique centrale (COMIFAC), des outils nécessaires à son fonctionnement et à son épanouissement» a appris sur place la PANA. La protection de l'environnement, singulièrement des forêts Equatoriales sous agression permanente, est devenue depuis plus d'une décennie, une préoccupation majeure dans la sous-région d'Afrique centrale où  plusieurs initiatives contribuent de ce vaste mouvement. Les forêts du Bassin du Congo qui sont reconnues pour leur diversité biologique exceptionnelle, représentent rappelle t-on, une vaste étendue d'environ 2 millions 300000 km2, soit 6% de la surface forestière mondiale, d'où l'intérêt de leur correcte préservation. Le secrétaire général du ministère gabonais de l'Economie forestière M. Michel Mbomoh Upiangu, avait souhaité au cours des  débats préparatoires entre experts, que soient finalisés les documents à soumettre aux ministres, pour faire de cette rencontre, un tournant décisif dans les efforts de préservation, au secours des forêts équatoriales.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng058425&dte=30/09/2004
African countries gear to clash at CITES meeting

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - African countries are hardening their positions ahead of a major CITES conference set to open Saturday in Bangkok, Thailand, where those opposing a total ban on wildlife trade are expected to clash with supporters of the ban. Kenya is leading countries seeking the continued imposition of the international ban on ivory trade, arguing that elephant population has declined sharply over the years due to hunting, loss of habitat and lack of prey. Zimbabwe, South Africa, Namibia and Botswana on the other hand are seeking the partial lifting of the ivory ban to enable them sell huge stockpiles of ivory, arguing that their elephant populations have grown beyond levels they can effectively manage any longer.  The Kenya Wildlife Service (KWS), the country's principal custodian of the wildlife welfare, has intensified a campaign to ensure the signatories to the 1989 treaty of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES), does not endorse the proposed lifting of the ban.  The campaign, led by Kenya's Vice President Moody Awori, is headed for its success test when the parties meeting 2-14 October in Bangkok. The CITES treaty stipulates that countries with ivory stockpiles can only be allowed to sell their ivory legally after implementing well-designed and proper policing policies to ensure the safe entry of the ivory into the world market.  CITES Standing Committee will decide whether Botswana, Namibia and South Africa can sell their registered stocks as agreed at the previous conference and Namibia will propose an annual quota for ivory trade. Kenya is spearheading some central and western African countries in the conference to propose a 20-year moratorium of any trade of raw and worked ivory, should the CITES meeting approve Botswana, Namibia and South Africa plan to sell their stocked ivory. About 100 proposals and resolutions to protect various species of plants and animals will be discussed at the meeting, which will be attended by delegations from 166 nations signatory to the CITES convention. http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng058423&dte=30/09/2004
Southern Africa: Ivory Debate Again Takes Centre Stage

Inter Press Service (Johannesburg): Certain conservationists in Africa say they will oppose any move to revive commercial exploitation of elephants, at the 13th Convention on the Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) which opens in the Thai capital, Bangkok, in the first week of October. The most controversial proposal in this regard has been made by Namibia, which would like to export 2,000 kilogrammes of ivory each year - using stocks that have resulted from natural elephant deaths and culling. Along with South Africa, Namibia is also calling for trade in elephant leather and hair to be permitted. The trade in elephant products was banned in 1989 in response to the dreadful toll taken on herds by poachers in search of ivory. But Namibia, South Africa and Botswana were granted permission during the 2002 CITES meeting in Santiago, Chile, to sell 60 tones of ivory that they had stockpiled. Most of this ivory had been confiscated from poachers. Similar proposals from Zimbabwe and Zambia were rejected by CITES, because of fears that the two countries lacked the ability to guard their elephant herds - and ensure that ivory sales would not lead to a new wave of poaching. As the Bangkok conference gets underway, South Africa and Botswana are also lobbying for permission to sell another batch of ivory. http://allafrica.com/stories/200409300002.html
Locusts invade several regions in Niger

Niamey, Niger (PANA) - Swarms of migratory locusts have invaded several region of Niger, says a statement issued here Thursday by the National Union of Niger Agricultural Workers (SNAAN).  SNAAN urged Nigerien authorities to consider the prevailing the current situation of migratory locusts as a "national scourge". The trade union stated that the pests were devastating crops, amid a nagging shortage of logistical and human resources to fight them on the ground. "The SNAAN executive bureau requests the government to gather information and mobilize the required resources to start preventing attacks by the locusts early enough," reads part of the release. Meanwhile, the Nigerien agricultural workers urged peasants to accelerate the harvesting of crops that have matured to minimize losses. SNAAN, which expressed concern that the locusts had penetrated into agricultural zones (hitherto spared), appealed to Niger's partners "to continue their efforts so as to enable the country avoid a catastrophic situation with serious consequences on the rural population".

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng058459&dte=30/09/2004
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UN or UNEP in the news


CITES: Illegal elephant trade booming 
The Nation (Thailand), Published on Oct 1, 2004  - Illegal commerce in live elephants is booming in Asia, mainly in Thailand, and should be brought to an end, a conservation coalition said yesterday. 
“About 174 live elephants were exported from Thailand between 1980 and 2002,” the Asian Conservation Alliance (ACA) Task Force of 42 organisations said in a statement released to the press yesterday, citing the trade database of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (Cites). 
http://nationmultimedia.com/page.news.php3?clid=3&id=121786&usrsess=1 

Claws come out in animal trade debate
Sydney Morning Herald (subscription), Australia, 1 October 2004 - A convention on wildlife trafficking will see two sides line up, and dirty politics all round, writes John Vidal.
Last week the US President, George Bush, held up a rifle at his ranch and declared he was a conservationist. The man who wants to open the Arctic to oil companies and who has ripped up more than 100 environmental protection laws was unapologetic. 
"There's a big difference between conservationists and preservationists," he said. "Conservationists care. And we take action."
Bush had highlighted a schism in the global wildlife debate between those who say that endangered wildlife is best protected when it is traded "sustainably" and those who argue that international trade neither helps people nor protects species. The divisions will be exposed in Bangkok at the annual meeting of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species, which opens tomorrow.
http://www.smh.com.au/articles/2004/09/30/1096527866469.html?oneclick=true 


Asian Elephants Threatened by Poachers, Western Zoos
Yahoo News, 30 September 2004 -BANGKOK (Reuters) - Illegal poaching and demand from Western zoos are fueling the extinction of the Asian elephant, animal welfare groups said Thursday. 
They lashed out at zoos in Australia and New Zealand which have requested 37 of the endangered elephants from Thailand. 
"Western zoos have always wanted elephants because they're big money spinners, but now there's a convenient excuse," said Vivek Menon, Executive Director of the Wildlife Trust of India. 
http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&cid=570&ncid=753&e=6&u=/nm/20040930/sc_nm/environment_asia_elephants_dc 

Ecology gets top billing at World Expo in Shanghai
BEIJING, Sept. 30 (Xinhuanet) -- The city has pledged to spare no efforts to improve the environment in time for World Expo 2010.
    …Dr klaus Toepfer, the United Nations' under-secretary-general, who is also the executive director of the UN's environment program, said government, environment organizations and the private sector should establish partnerships to improve the environment.
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2004-09/30/content_2041149.htm 

Wildlife icons back from brink of extinction
Hindustan Times, India (AFP) Bangkok, September 29 - http://www.htnext.com/news/5922_1033285,001500230005.htm 
Endangered wildlife trade flourishing in China despite government efforts http://www.channelnewsasia.com/stories/afp_asiapacific/view/109283/1/.html
Channel News Asia, Singapore, 30 September 2004  

Group urges protection of marine life
China Post, Taiwan, 30 September 204 - Wildlife conservation groups on Wednesday called for greater protection for marine species, particularly whales and fish threatened with extinction due to commercial trade. 
"We've overfished ourselves," said Will Travers, president of the Species Survival Network, a network of nearly 80 activist organizations. "Frankly, it's become a global issue." 
Proposals to legitimize or thwart trade in the animals are expected to be tabled at a meeting of the United Nations' Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species, or CITES, in Bangkok starting Saturday. 
http://www.chinapost.com.tw/asiapacific/detail.asp?ID=52876&GRP=C 
 
Latham challenges PM to sign Kyoto deal
Sydney Morning Herald (subscription) - Sydney, New South Wales, Australia, 1 October 2004 - National leadership was required from Prime Minister John Howard to ratify the Kyoto protocol after Russia's decision overnight to get on board, Opposition Leader Mark Latham said today.
…Klaus Toepfer, head of the UN Environment Program (UNEP), hailed the Russian decision as "the first step in a long journey towards stabilising greenhouse gas emissions."
"I hope other nations, some of whom like Russia have maybe been in the past reluctant to ratify, will now join us in this truly global endeavour," with a nod toward Australia.
http://www.smh.com.au/articles/2004/10/01/1096527895152.html?oneclick=true 

UN Hails Russian Approval Of Kyoto Climate Treaty - UN Officials Hail Russian Approval Of Kyoto Climate Change Treaty
Scoop.co.nz (press release), New Zealand - Friday, 1 October 2004, Press Release: United Nations - United Nations officials today welcomed the Russian Government's endorsement of the Kyoto Protocol regulating emissions linked to climate change - a move that brings the pact one step closer to enforcement.
…Klaus Toepfer, the Executive Director of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), was optimistic Russian action to ratify the accord - it must be approved by the Parliament - would "breathe new life" into the international climate negotiations that resume in December in Buenos Aires, Argentina.
http://www.scoop.co.nz/mason/stories/WO0410/S00012.htm 

Russia Kyoto move turns heat on Australia
Sunday Times, Australia, 1 October 2004 - http://www.sundaytimes.news.com.au/common/story_page/0,7034,10937141%255E421,00.html 

Australia, US feel Kyoto heat
The Australian, Australia, 1 October 2004 - DEFENDERS of the Kyoto Protocol, led by Europe, challenged the US and Australia to join the fight against climate change after Russia, ending years of hesitation, took steps to ratify the UN's global warming treaty.
The UN, along with Friends of the Earth and Sweden's Environment Protection Agency, suggested Russia's move would put pressure on Australia to also sign up to Kyoto. 
…Klaus Toepfer, head of the UN Environment Program (UNEP), hailed the Russian decision as "the first step in a long journey towards stabilising greenhouse gas emissions."
http://www.theaustralian.news.com.au/common/story_page/0,5744,10937311%255E30417,00.html 
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T H U R S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
UN rights officials tell Security Council international police are required in Sudan

*
20,000 child soldiers in Sudan have been demobilized, says UN official

*
As Middle East violence mounts, Annan urges both sides to renew search for peace

*
UN agency calls on Israel to lift restrictions and ensure safety of its staff in Gaza

*
Concerns of island nations top final session of UN Assembly’s high-level debate

*
At UN Assembly, Chad’s envoy seeks support for Sudanese refugees from Darfur
*
UN officials hail Russian approval of Kyoto climate change treaty

*
UNICEF chief urges more aid to help Haitian victims of tropical storm

*
UN mission to Guatemala signs off with warning about racism and inequality

*
Group of 77’s role key to Millennium Declaration review – Annan

*
Using officials and donkeys, Afghans prepare for historic presidential vote

* * * * 

Sudan

30 September – An international police presence is needed in Sudan’s troubled Darfur region to accompany and monitor local police officers so that the vast population of internally displaced persons (IDPs) there are protected, two senior United Nations human rights officials told the Security Council today.

High Commissioner for Human Rights Louise Arbour and the Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Adviser on the Prevention of Genocide Juan Méndez briefed the Council on their mission last week to Darfur, where they found the population of more than 1.45 million IDPs are living in “prisons without walls.”

After the briefing, Mrs. Arbour and Mr. Méndez told reporters that the only way to overcome the IDPs’ lack of trust that the police will protect them – especially if they venture out of the camps for wood and food or try to return home – is to include international police officers.

“I think a mere increase in their number [the Sudanese police] is unlikely to restore the lack of faith and actually overcome the sense of insecurity and fear that is prevalent in IDP camps,” Mrs. Arbour said.

“In some camps, the number of police officers is clearly insufficient: say five police officers just outside a camp of 50,000 IDPs. But it’s pretty clear that even when the Sudanese police presence has been considerably increased, it still has virtually no interaction with the camp community and people have no confidence [in them].”

The number of IDPs in Darfur has been swelling since last year, when Janjaweed militias began attacking villagers after two rebel groups took up arms against the Sudanese Government. More than 200,000 refugees have also fled to neighbouring Chad.

Mrs. Arbour and Mr. Méndez called for an expansion of the size and mandate of the force of African Union (AU) ceasefire monitors, saying they have shown an impressive dedication to their work given their limited resources and numbers.

Mrs. Arbour indicated there were reports that whenever an international delegation toured IDP camps, security forces would later enter the camps and try to question anyone who spoke to the foreign visitors.

But the IDPs “expressed their faith and total dependence on the international community for protection – this is where they think their security lies.”

She said the UN would not support the Government’s policy of encouraging IDPs to return to their home villages until they felt assured the process would be both safe and voluntary.

“People can barely step outside the perimeter of their camps to collect firewood without a very realistic fear of being attacked…and raped on many occasions.”

While emphasizing it was not his task to determine whether genocide has occurred in Darfur, Mr. Méndez said the international community must be vigilant in the weeks and months ahead.

“In my mind the vulnerability of certain ethnic groups in Darfur is such, and the instability of the situation generally, that we have not turned the corner on preventing genocide from happening in the future or even in the near future,” he said.

The UN is in the process of setting up a commission of inquiry to consider whether genocide has happened after the Security Council called for such a commission in its most recent resolution on Darfur.

Sudanese Foreign Minister Mustafa Osman Ismail was scheduled to address the 15-member Council this afternoon on the Darfur crisis.

* * *

Child soldiers

30 September – About 20,000 former child soldiers have been demobilized from rebel groups in southern Sudan since 2001, but an estimated 17,000 young combatants remain and their reintegration could be hampered by prevailing poverty and discrimination, a paper co-authored by a United Nations official says.

The paper says the demobilization of so many child solders since 2001 has been a relatively straightforward process because locals were willing to accept them because they viewed their cause as a popular struggle. The child soldiers had also usually been based close to their original homes.

Published in the latest edition of the journal Forced Migration Review, the paper is written by UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) protection officer Una McCauley and independent consultant Chris Robertson.

Demobilization has been taking place since 2001 as the civil war in southern Sudan, which has been raging since 1983, begins to wind down in anticipation of a peace agreement.

Evaluating the demobilization, which was initially conducted by UNICEF but later by the rebel Sudan People’s Liberation Army (SPLA) and the Sudan People’s Democratic Front (SPDF), the authors argue that many child soldiers had already deserted from the army or rebel groups.

Reunification with families was a key incentive, many children said, as well as the opportunity to regularly attend school or to escape the inherent risks and rigidity of serving in an armed force.

But the paper says that poverty – cited by child soldiers as one of the main reasons for joining up in the first place – remains a problem, with returning children viewed in many cases as simply an extra mouth to feed.

The authors call for targeted assistance for demobilized child soldiers, although they acknowledge that those children were often better off than their counterparts in the general population, who “exhibited obvious signs of malnutrition, were barefoot” and had few clothes.

They also say it will be much more difficult for the remaining child soldiers to reintegrate as they are more likely to have experienced urban life, enjoyed some kind of income while fighting or fought for the “wrong side” in the conflict.

Child soldiers who have fought with government forces or allied militias may have also converted to Islam, and local leaders in the south, where most of the population holds either Christian or indigenous beliefs, have told the authors they are concerned about this and may seek to “re-convert” the children.

“Others blame the demobilized children for rising crime and localized conflict and suggest that priority needs to be given to increasing the capacity of the police and the prison service,” the authors state.

* * *

Middle East

30 September – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today voiced grave concern at the escalation of violence and the rising casualty toll on both sides in the Gaza Strip and adjacent Israeli areas in the past 24 hours, particularly the death and injuries of children.

A statement issued by a spokesman for Mr. Annan said the Secretary-General “remains deeply convinced that there is no military solution to this conflict.”

He urged the parties to cease all forms of violence immediately, to act in strict compliance with their obligations under the Road Map peace plan and international law, and to renew their search for a peaceful solution to the conflict, the statement said.

The Road Map is a plan sponsored by the United Nations, European Union, Russian Federation and United States – collectively known as the Quartet – which calls for Israel and the Palestinians to take a series of reciprocal and parallel steps leading to two States living side-by-side in peace by 2005.

* * *
Middle East

30 September – With the latest large-scale military operations by Israel severely disrupting its work, the United Nations agency assisting Palestinian refugees today called on the Government to allow its staff in Gaza to move about freely and to lift restrictions that inhibit their work.

The UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) said Israel’s military operations have in effect trisected the Gaza Strip, forcing it to suspend many of its normal operations, including the resumption of much needed emergency food aid.

“The conditions under which my staff are working expose them to unacceptable levels of risk,” said the Agency’s chief, Commissioner-General Peter Hansen. “For UNRWA to continue to deliver essential services to the refugees, the Government of Israel must live up to its obligations under international law. It is crucial that it ensure both our freedom of movement and our safety.”

UNRWA said that nearly 1,200 staff and trainees, including nursing mothers, have not been able to return to their homes since Tuesday. “The restrictions on movement further obstruct the work of the Agency’s staff entrusted with supervising operations in the field of education and health,” it added.

The restrictions have also, in effect, barred Mr. Hansen from attending the annual meeting of the Agency’s Advisory Commission. “This unprecedented event was caused by the unwillingness of the Israeli authorities to enable him to cross safely into Israel to travel to the meeting’s venue in Amman, Jordan,” UNRWA said.

* * *
General Assembly

30 September – The United Nations General Assembly wrapped up its annual high-level debate today by hearing calls for continued assistance to small island nations struggling to deal with development and environmental issues.

Foreign Minister Jérémie Bonnelame of Seychelles said his country wished to be an example of co-habitation between man and nature, and an example of unity and cohesion within a people, two objectives at the heart of the country’s development plans. It had committed to a progressive programme of adjustments to give a new dynamic to its economy. As a small island country isolated from markets, the Seychelles remained a vulnerable economy, he noted.

The Foreign Minister of Maldives, Fathulla Jameel, said small nations felt more vulnerable to challenges and threats such as terrorism and the spread of weapons of mass destruction, as their security was entirely dependent on the prevalence of global security and the observance of the rule of law by all States. Clearly, the concerns of small States could not be confined only to issues of the environment, climate change, sea-level rise and sustainable development. The ominous threats on the political and security fronts had far-reaching implications on all.

In highlighting the devastating effects of the recent wave of hurricanes to hit the Caribbean, Frederick Mitchell, Foreign Minister of the Bahamas, supported the call for an international donors conference to meet the needs of all the countries adversely affected by the storms. He also urged the countries of the region to better plan for eventualities such as hurricanes. They risked losing their dignity if they were not seen to help themselves. However, if the recent hurricanes, as scientific evidence suggested, were related to climate change, it was clear that the region could not hope to defend itself alone. A major shift by the most polluting countries was required, thus assuring the survival of people in the small island developing States.

Talbak Nazarov, Foreign Minister of Tajikistan, said the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction and the struggle against international terrorism were urgent problems that needed to be addressed. Another issue facing the international community was the problem of illicit drug trafficking. The volume of narcotics being transported via Tajikistan constituted a serious threat to his nation’s stability, he said.

Suriname’s Foreign Minister Maria Levens said development issues such as the eradication of poverty and hunger, as well as protection of the environment, were among the most important issues that needed to be tackled if one wished to obtain lasting and comprehensive security. Globalization had not delivered vast development opportunities on a worldwide scale. The current world order was still characterized by economic disparities, unequal trade regimes, income inequalities between and within countries, social injustice and declining opportunities for hundreds of millions, she noted.

For Carlos Morales Troncoso, Secretary of State for Foreign Relations of the Dominican Republic, the fight against poverty, essential for economic development, could not be separated from a country’s attainment of democracy, good governance and stability. He expressed deep concern at the rise in corruption and human and drug trafficking in many regions of the world, including his, which jeopardized the development efforts of the countries concerned, and urged international action against those crimes. In addition, he invited countries to rededicate themselves to the fight against HIV/AIDS, which also constituted a threat to the survival of nations.

Also participating in the general debate were the Chairmen of the Delegations of Grenada, Lamuel Stanislaus; Belize, Stuart Leslie; and Australia, John Dauth.

* * *

General Assembly

29 September – Addressing national leaders gathered at the United Nations General Assembly in New York today, the Foreign Minister of Chad issued an appeal for international support to his country, which is hosting hundreds of thousands of Sudanese who fled fighting in the Darfur region of Sudan.

Nagoum Yamassoum said that while Chad has welcomed and is caring for the beleaguered refugees, international support in the long-term must be oriented towards fostering their return to Sudan. He also reaffirmed that Chad would never allow its territory to be used by subversive elements.

Charles-Hervé Wénézoui, the Foreign Minster of the Central African Republic, which borders Chad and Sudan, echoed concern over the situation in Darfur. He encouraged the Sudanese Government and the parties to engage in a constructive dialogue, and to spare their people the unnecessary additional suffering of sanctions now threatened by the Security Council.

The Foreign Minister of Mauritania, Mohamed Vall Ould Bellal, spoke about the situation in Western Sahara, expressing support for efforts by Secretary-General Kofi Annan and the UN peacekeeping mission there to find a long-term solution to the dispute.

Foreign Minister Ali Said Abdella of Eritrea said that, while he recognized the vital contributions of the international community, including the United Nations, to the promotion of peace between his country and Ethiopia, he had to express his dismay with the lack of resolute action by the same international community, at a time when the entire process was on the verge of collapse. Had the international community respected its obligations and seen the process through with requisite seriousness, the border would have been demarcated long ago, and today would have been a moment to celebrate the resounding success of a United Nations peacekeeping effort.

Speaking for the UN’s newest member nation, José Ramos-Horta, the Minister for Foreign Affairs of Timor-Leste, analyzed past international responses to atrocities. The Security Council, he said, “never even discussed the Khmer Rouge genocide” in Cambodia, nor did it debate or act in regards to the situation in Uganda under Idi Amin. While the UN, and particularly its Secretary-General, have been criticized for their alleged failure to act on Rwanda “it is too convenient to lay the blame on the UN when, in most past cases of alleged inaction by the UN, the real blame lies at the door of the powers that be,” he said.

The Foreign Minister of the Federated States of Micronesia, Sebastian Anefal, voiced concern over the practice of deep sea trawling. “The region of the Pacific contains literally thousands of seamounts, which scientists are finding to be extremely rich in biodiversity, holding great potential value to future generations,” he declared. “Yet, short-sightedly, too many are dragging trawl nets over these deep-ocean areas, unknowing and uncaring of the damage they cause to the seabed below.” He called for more research on the ocean environment so that it can be properly managed.

Speaking for Libya, Abdurrahman Mohamed Shalghem, the Secretary of the General People’s Committee for Foreign Liaison and International Cooperation, argued that his country “deserves to have a permanent seat on the Security Council.” He cited his country’s “central location, a place of conflicts and a haven for tourism.” In addition, he argued that Libya gave birth to the “Third Universal Theory,” which he described as “the middle ground between capitalism and communism.”

Also taking part in the general debate was Vinci Niel Clodumar, Chairman of the Delegation from Nauru.

* * *

Kyoto Protocol

30 September – United Nations officials today welcomed the Russian Government’s endorsement of the Kyoto Protocol regulating emissions linked to climate change – a move that brings the pact one step closer to enforcement.

Secretary-General Kofi Annan hailed the move since the Protocol’s entry into force would be the “essential first step in tackling the planetary challenge posed by climate change.”

“He takes this occasion to remind the entire international community of the need to bring a greater sense of urgency to this crucial issue of human security and well-being,” said a statement issued by a spokesman for Mr. Annan.
Klaus Toepfer, the Executive Director of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), was optimistic Russian action to ratify the accord – it must be approved by the Parliament – would “breathe new life” into the international climate negotiations that resume in December in Buenos Aires, Argentina.

Those talks, he said, “must now ensure that developed nations meet their initial emission reduction targets while ensuring sufficient funds are made available to developing countries to allow them to reduce their vulnerability to global warming.”

Russia’s ratification would also invigorate interest in cleaner fuels, more efficient energy generation and renewable energies such as wind, solar and wave power, the UNEP chief said.

“Over the past year or so we have been assembling all the necessary building blocks to ensure that the Protocol becomes operational as soon as possible,” he said. “Russia’s green light will allow the climate train to leave the station so we can really begin addressing the biggest threat to the planet and its people. I hope other nations, some of whom like Russia have maybe been in the past reluctant to ratify, will now join us in this truly global endeavour.”

As of last week, 125 countries have ratified or acceded to the Protocol, which is part of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change. To enter into force 55 Parties to the Convention must ratify the Protocol, including developed countries whose combined 1990 emissions of carbon dioxide exceed 55 per cent of that group’s total. Russia, with 17 per cent of the emissions, would push the amount beyond the threshold, according to the Convention’s secretariat. The United States has not ratified the pact.

Mr. Toepfer also noted that the series of hurricanes that has devastated the Caribbean and the parts of the eastern United States in recent months show that an international alliance against climate change and for the reduction of gases is even more necessary than when Kyoto was signed in 1997.

“These kinds of natural disasters, with their appalling loss of life and significant economic costs, are likely to become even more frequent and extreme unless global warming is effectively checked,” he said.

“UNEP is convinced that, while only the first step in a long journey towards stabilizing greenhouse gas emissions in the atmosphere, the Kyoto Protocol is the international instrument for addressing global warming,” Mr. Toepfer declared.

For his part, Anwarul K. Chowdhury, the Secretary-General’s High Representative for the Least Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States, said: “There is an urgent necessity for all countries to understand and address the effects of climate change and honour the commitments made under the Kyoto Protocol.”

Referring to the recent spate of hurricanes and tropical storms to strike the Caribbean, and to a conference in January on issues affecting small island developing States, Mr. Chowdhury said there must be global support for recovery efforts by such countries and tangible assistance to them in reviving their economies, as well as serious endeavours to address the issue of climate change in a practical way.

In January, the UN will organize an International Meeting to Review Implementation of the Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States, to be held in Mauritius. That action programme was originally adopted a decade ago at a UN conference in Barbados. Mr. Chowdhury will serve as the Mauritius Meeting’s Secretary-General.

* * *

Haiti

30 September – The head of the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) said she will push for more funding to accelerate the relief and recovery efforts under way in northern Haiti after yesterday visiting the area that has been devastated by Tropical Storm Jeanne.

Carol Bellamy, Executive Director of UNICEF, said the international response must be rapid if it is to save lives in Haiti, where more than 1,300 people are confirmed killed and at least 1,000 others are missing because of floods and mudslides.

Ms. Bellamy said Haiti’s child survival indicators were already dire before Tropical Storm Jeanne struck the country earlier this month, the latest in a series of tropical storms and hurricanes to lash the Caribbean region this season.

Ms. Bellamy walked the streets of Gonaïves, Haiti’s third largest city and the hardest-hit by the storm, during yesterday’s visit. Before returning to UN Headquarters in New York, she said that about 30,000 children under the age of five and some 8,000 pregnant or lactating women are among the population at risk.

UNICEF is particularly concerned that outbreaks of diseases – including cholera and typhoid – may begin soon. Many children are also suffering from diarrhoea, which can be deadly if untreated. The agency has sent protein biscuits and 400,000 sachets of water purification powder to the region.

The UN World Food Programme (WFP) is also sending 100 tons of high-energy biscuits, which are densely nutritious and do not need to be cooked. “For the most vulnerable people, these biscuits could mean the difference between life and death, especially as so many of them no longer have the means to heat and prepare food,” said WFP Country Director in Haiti Guy Gauvreau.

The WFP has already sent 226 tons of food to Gonaïves since 18 September, including 37,000 loaves of bread from local bakeries that worked around the clock.

The food aid is part of a relief campaign by UN agencies and the UN Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH), which is expediting the deployment of peacekeepers to try to support aid distribution. MINUSTAH troops have also been used to stop violent attacks on local distribution sites.

UNICEF said it has also set up 20 temporary shelters in Gonaïves for the homeless, but it remains concerned that some families are using public buildings without any organization or security, and possibly exposing their children to violence and abuse.

* * *

Guatemala

30 September – Guatemala has taken great strides forward since the 1996 peace accords ended decades of civil conflict but it is still beset by corruption, crime and a deep-seated legacy of racism and social inequality, the United Nations peace-building mission to the Central American nation says in its final report before it is wound up.

In a report to the General Assembly on the UN Verification Mission in Guatemala (MINUGUA), Secretary-General Kofi Annan says the political process has matured to the point where Guatemala should now be able to deal peacefully with all of its unresolved issues. State-sponsored human rights abuses have stopped, the military has been reduced and brought under closer control, and democratic and peaceful elections have been held.

MINUGUA is slated to close in December after 10 years of support in Guatemala, where peace accords were signed in 1996 to end a long-running civil war between the Government and rebel groups. UN agencies will continue to operate in the field.

Guatemala has “laid a firmer foundation on which to construct a better future,” according to the report.

But Mr. Annan warns that Guatemala still faces entrenched problems when MINUGUA leaves, especially what he described as “the previously taboo topics of racism and discrimination” against the country’s indigenous population – the Mayan, Xinca and Garifuna peoples. A historical commission, for example, found that 83 per cent of people killed during the armed conflict were Mayan.

Despite growing public debate, the Secretary-General says that since 1996 there have been few substantial improvements or efforts to eradicate the barriers that exist. An attempt in 1999 to alter Guatemala’s constitution to declare it a multicultural State failed, while rural areas with a predominantly indigenous population still lack many basic services.

The report recommends that multicultural programmes be set up to make Guatemalans more aware of racism and discrimination, and it also calls for bilingual education to be expanded and better funded.

The issues of ethnic division are part of a broader problem of vast social inequality, the report states, calling it “a moral affront and an obstacle to development.” 

“If left to fester, these problems could be ingredients for social conflict, stunted economic development and the corrosion of democratic governance,” Mr. Annan warns.

He also criticizes the slow pace of reparations for victims of human rights violations during the civil war, observing that many of the people responsible for the crimes have not yet been punished.

The report calls for tax reform so that the Guatemalan Government has enough revenue to adequately fund health, education, security and justice services.

In 10 years of operation from 1995 through until this year, MINUGUA’s budgets totalled $209.7 million. At its peak in 1999 there were 531 staff in the Mission, comprising civilian police, military observers, and international and local officials.

* * *

Group of 77

30 September – The “Group of 77” coalition of developing countries will have a key role to play in galvanizing global action to reach the anti-poverty Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today.

Addressing the Group’s annual meeting of Foreign Ministers at UN Headquarters in New York, he said next year would be a significant test of resolve as the General Assembly holds its first comprehensive review of the 2000 Millennium Declaration, which contained a set of eight time-bound goals to combat such global problems as extreme poverty and hunger, educational inequity and HIV/AIDS, all by 2015.

“Your engagement in the review process is essential,” he said, “to achieve a mobilization in the broadest sense, and to ensure the most effective follow-up possible.”

The Secretary-General stressed that the just-opened session of the General Assembly offered important opportunities to address a host of issues of concern to the Group, such as alternative sources of financing for development and the UN’s credibility in providing effective and long-term responses to complex crises.

“There have been promising efforts in the right direction,” he told the coalition, which now boasts 132 members and is celebrating its 40th anniversary this year. “These are all issues that we need to address together if we are to make the Millennium Declaration a reality.”

The Group of 77, which derives its name from the original number of countries that signed a declaration on 15 June 1964 at the end of the first session of the UN Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) in Geneva, also elected Jamaica as its chair for next year, replacing Qatar.

* * *

Afghanistan

30 September – The people of Afghanistan will vote on 9 October in the first presidential election in their history with the help of more than 115,000 polling officials, 100,000 voting screens and 300 donkeys, the United Nations mission to the country said today as it unveiled details of the final preparations taking place.

UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) spokesman Manoel de Almeida e Silva told reporters in Kabul that the Joint Electoral Management Body (JEMB) – the UN-Afghan organization charged with running the polling process – has delivered the vast majority of election materials to its provincial offices, where they are now being sent to individual polling sites.

Training staff across the country are currently teaching 5,000 polling centre supervisors about their duties on 9 October. These supervisors will in turn instruct an estimated 115,000 or more polling officials, Mr. de Almeida e Silva said. A budget of $6.1 million has also been set aside to pay for the polling officials and polling centre supervisors.

Mr. de Almeida e Silva said the voting screens, used to protect a person’s privacy when they cast their ballot, are being constructed locally in each region using available resources, so they may not look identical nationwide. “They are being made primarily with metal, wood or cardboard,” he said.

Election assistance is also coming from a non-human source – donkeys. Some 300 of the animals are being used to deliver voting materials in the provinces of Badakhshan and Nuristan in the northeast, Farah in the southwest and Panjshir, not far from Kabul.

More than 10 million Afghans, including at least 4 million women, have been registered to vote. Between 1 million and 1.4 million refugees still living in neighbouring Iran and Pakistan are also expected to cast their ballots.

* *** *
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