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UN News Centre

Local communities need to control local resources to defeat poverty – UN report
	

	


31 August 2005 – Challenging conventional approaches in the war on poverty, a new United Nations-backed report today stressed the urgent need to look beyond aid projects, debt relief and trade reform and focus on local natural resources to address the crisis in all parts of the globe. 

UN Environment Programme (UNEP) executive director Klaus Toepfer called the report, World Resources 2005: The Wealth of the Poor: Managing Ecosystems to Fight Poverty, “essential reading for any world leader serious about defeating poverty” at next month's summit meeting at UN Headquarters in New York. 

“In the past the environment has been viewed as something like a Hermes silk tie or a Gucci handbag – a luxury only affordable when all other issues have been resolved,” he said. 

“But this World Resources Institute (WRI) report… overturns this myth and underlines in graphic detail the importance of ‘nature’s’ natural capital alongside financial and human capital,” he added. 

The study is the 11th in a series of biennial reports on global environment and governance issues published jointly by UNEP, the UN Development Programme (UNDP), the World Bank, and the environmental think tank WRI. 

It finds that environmental organizations have not addressed poverty and development groups have not considered the environment enough in the past. The model presented in the report details how natural resources – soils, forests, water, fisheries – managed at the local level are frequently the most effective means for the world’s rural poor people to create wealth for themselves. 

“I would urge Presidents and Prime Ministers to make this WRI report… indispensable parts of their pre-Summit reading,” Mr Toepfer said of the gathering of more than an estimated 170 heads of state on 14-16 September to discuss UN reforms and take stock of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). 

“I am sure that the conclusions will suggest to them, as they do to me, fresh, imaginative, sensible and truly sustainable approaches to the pressing development issues of the day,” he added. The MDGs seek to halve extreme poverty and hunger, slash maternal and infant mortality, and increase access to health care, education, water and sanitation, all by 2015. 

In case studies cited in the report to demonstrate how local stewardship of nature can be a powerful means of fighting poverty, the Tanzanian Government gave control over restoring 700,000 acres of denuded forests and grazing lands to local Sukuma people, who now have higher household incomes, better diets, as well as increased populations of tree, bird and mammal species. 

In another example the Government of Fiji gave Ucunivanua villagers control of clam beds and coastal waters. Thanks to local restrictions placed on fishing, mangrove lobster and harvestable clam populations have increased dramatically. In India, community control over the watershed has led to a nearly six-fold increase in the cash value of crops grown in Darewadi Village. 

“Community stewardship of local resources should be a critical element of any poverty-reduction model,” UNDP energy and environment official Olav Kjørven said. “With greater income from the environment – call it ‘environmental income’ – poor families experience better nutrition and health, and begin to accumulate wealth. In other words, they begin the journey out of poverty.” 

WRI President, Jonathan Lash said traditional assumptions about addressing poverty treat the environment “almost as an afterthought,” while World Bank vice president of sustainable development Ian Johnson warned: “We need to stop thinking of the environment as a passive element. It is a fundamental part of community-based decision making.” 

_____________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Depletion of Ozone Layer Leveling Off 
BOULDER, Colorado, August 31, 2005 (ENS) - Earth's ozone layer, while still severely depleted following decades of thinning from industrial chemicals in the atmosphere, is no longer in decline, new satellite based research reveals. 

The study was conducted by scientists at the Cooperative Institute for Research in Environmental Sciences, a joint institute of the University of Colorado at Boulder and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). Other members of the team are with the University of Wisconsin-Madison, the University of Chicago and the University of Illinois. 

Greg Reinsel, a UW Madison researcher and the lead author of the study, was one of the first scientists to quantify the ozone decline more than two decades ago. He died unexpectedly in May after completing the study. 

Betsy Weatherhead, corresponding author of the study, said the team documented a leveling off of declining ozone levels between 1996 and 2002, and even measured small increases in some regions. 

"The observed changes may be evidence of ozone improvement in the atmosphere," said Weatherhead. "But we will have to continue to monitor ozone levels for years to come before we can be confident." 

Weatherhead said it will likely be decades before the ozone layer recovers, and it may never stabilize at the levels measured prior to the mid-1970s, when scientists discovered human-produced chlorine and bromine compounds could destroy ozone and deplete the ozone layer. 

Ozone depletion has been most severe at the poles, with levels declining by as much as 40 percent on a seasonal basis, said Weatherhead. But there also has been as much as a 10 percent seasonal decline at mid-latitudes, the location of much of North America, South America and Europe. 

The team's findings were published online Monday in the "Journal of Geophysical Research." 

The halt in the ozone decline follows the 1987 Montreal Protocol, an international agreement now ratified by more than 180 nations that established legally binding controls for nations on the production and consumption of halogen gases containing chlorine and bromine. Scientists say the primary source of ozone destruction is chlorofluorocarbons, or CFC's, which once were commonly used in refrigeration, air conditioning, foam-blowing equipment and industrial cleaning. 

The new statistical study focused on levels of total-column ozone, which exists between Earth's surface and the top of the atmosphere. Total-column ozone is a primary blocker of UV radiation in the atmosphere. 

The team analyzed data from NASA and NOAA satellites as well as ground stations in North America, Europe, Hawaii, Australia and New Zealand. About 90 percent of total-column ozone is found between 10 miles to 20 miles above Earth's surface in the stratosphere, Weatherhead said. 

The ozone layer protects the planet from the harmful effects of UV radiation, including skin cancer and cataracts in humans and damaging effects on ecosystems. 

Despite the new evidence for the beginnings of an ozone recovery, Mike Repacholi, The World Health Organization's environmental health coordinator in Geneva, warned that precautions such as UV-blocking sunglasses and skin protection remain vital. 

"This study provides some very encouraging news," he said. "But the major cause of skin cancer is still human behavior, including tanning and sunburns that result from a lack of proper skin protection." 

Other anthropogenic changes to the atmosphere such as methane levels, water vapor and air temperatures will affect future ozone levels, which are naturally maintained by complex chemical processes sparking the continual creation, destruction and redistribution of ozone, said Weatherhead. "Even after all chlorine compounds are out of the system, it is unlikely that ozone levels will stabilize at the same levels." 

Scientists warn a return to higher atmospheric ozone levels may take up to 40 years. "Chemicals pumped into Earth's atmosphere decades ago still are affecting ozone levels today," said Sherwood Roland of the University of California, Irvine, who shared the 1995 Nobel Prize in Chemistry with Paul Crutzen and Mario Molina for their work in identifying the CFC threat to the ozone layer. 

"This problem was a long time in the making," said Roland, "and because of the persistence of these chlorine compounds, there is no short-term fix." 

* * *

Poor Communities Entrusted With Natural Resources Flourish 
WASHINGTON, DC, August 31, 2005 (ENS) - Local stewardship of natural resources can be a powerful means of fighting poverty, the World Resources Institute maintains in a new report issued today. 

The report, "World Resources 2005: The Wealth of the Poor: Managing Ecosystems to Fight Poverty," stresses the need to look beyond aid projects, debt relief and trade reform and focus on local natural resources to address the crisis of poverty in all parts of the globe. 

"Traditional assumptions about addressing poverty treat the environment almost as an afterthought," said Jonathan Lash, president of the World Resources Institute (WRI). 

"This report addresses the stark reality of the poor," Lash said. "Three-fourths of them live in rural areas; their environment is all they can depend on. Environmental resources are absolutely essential, rather than incidental, if we are to have any hope of meeting our goals of poverty reduction." 

The report finds that environmental organizations have not addressed poverty and development groups have not considered the environment enough in the past. 

The report details how natural resources - soils, forests, water, fisheries - managed at the local level are often the most effective means for the world's rural poor people to create wealth for themselves. 

Control over restoring 700,000 local acres of denuded forests and grazing lands was given by the Tanzanian government to the Sukuma people, for example, and they now have higher household incomes, better diets, as well as increased populations of tree, bird and mammal species, WRI shows in the report. 

Ucunivanua villagers in Fiji were given control by the government of clam beds and coastal waters, and because of local restrictions placed on fishing, mangrove lobster and harvestable clam populations have increased. 

In India, community control over the watershed has led to a nearly six-fold increase in the cash value of crops grown in Darewadi Village. 

"There are encouraging examples of ecosystems being managed for the long-term to create wealth for poor communities, but there is still a huge job to do," said Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). 

"Natural resources can be properly used to greatly reduce poverty," Toepfer said. "The time has come to reverse the course of worsening diseases, depleted natural resources, political instability, inequality, and the social corrosion of angry generations that have no means to rise out of poverty." 

"We need to stop thinking of the environment as a passive element," said Warren Evans, director of environment with the World Bank. "It is a fundamental part of community-based decision making." 

"Unfortunately," said Evans, "the poor often lack legal rights to ecosystems and are excluded from decisions about ecosystem management. Without addressing these failures through changes in governance, there is little chance of using the economic potential of ecosystems to reduce rural poverty." 

The moment is critical in the battle against poverty because of converging current events, WRI says. 

At the G-8 Summit in July, British Prime Minister Tony Blair and other world leaders focused on the problems of global poverty. 

Prior to the G-8, the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment - a report by an international panel of 1,300 scientists - found how humans have modified and degraded the world's ecosystems in the past 50 years. 

In mid-September, heads of state at the United Nations Summit are expected to review progress towards achieving the Millennium Development Goals, one of which is to lift as many people as possible out of extreme poverty.. 

"Community stewardship of local resources should be a critical element of any poverty-reduction model," said Olav Kjorven, director, Energy and Environment Group, Bureau for Development Policy, United Nations Development Programme. "With greater income from the environment - call it environmental income - poor families experience better nutrition and health, and begin to accumulate wealth. In other words, they begin the journey out of poverty." 

* * *

Oregon Rancher Pays for Chopping and Channeling River 
WASHINGTON, DC, August 31, 2005 (ENS) - An Oregon rancher has paid a $165,000 penalty for unauthorized discharge of fill material in the Imnaha River and its adjacent wetlands. 

George Gabriel has also agreed to undertake a holistic restoration project on a stretch of Northeastern Oregon’s Imnaha River, the Justice Department, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, and NOAA Fisheries announced Monday. 

The federal officials expect the restoration to restore habitat for endangered salmon, while accommodating Gabriel's needs as a ranching landowner. 

Gabriel's Pallette Ranch borders on the Imnaha River, about 30 miles southeast of Joseph, Oregon. 

In May 1996, Gabriel and his consultant received a permit from both the Oregon Division of State Lands and the Portland District Corps of Engineers to undertake minor construction and fill activities along the Imnaha River. 

After a flood event on the Imnaha River in 1997, Gabriel submitted another permit application to conduct additional repair work on the property, but proceeded with that work without receiving authorization from the Corps. 

The violation resulted from construction of earthen and gravel levees along a two mile segment of the upper river. Portions of the river were channelized, riparian vegetation was removed, wetlands were filled, and five large and active side channels were blocked and dewatered. 

Following a series of inspections, Gabriel’s fill action was deemed a violation of the Clean Water Act and resulted in the “unlawful take” of threatened Snake River spring/summer chinook salmon under the Endangered Species Act. Other listed endangered species that were affected by the construction are the Snake River fall chinook, Snake River summer steelhead trout, and bulltrout. 

An interagency technical group composed of EPA, NOAA Fisheries, Oregon Division of State Lands, the Nez Perce Tribe, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and U.S. Forest Service representatives have been working with Gabriel, his contractors and consultants to develop a suitable habitat restoration proposal. 

In addition to seeking restoration of the site, the agencies were also seeking civil penalties for violation of the Clean Water Act and the Endangered Species Act. 

This case is the first time in NOAA’s Endangered Species Act enforcement program that NOAA Fisheries has sought to enforce the Endangered Species Act “take” prohibition based almost exclusively on destruction of habitat. 

This case is also the first joint Clean Water Act-Endangered Species Act enforcement case for EPA and NOAA Fisheries. 

“The Pallette Ranch settlement is a classic example of how collaboration, while taking more time, can create enforcement actions that have a direct, beneficial effect on the environment,” said Michael Bogert, EPA Region 10 Administrator. 

“By working together, local, state and federal partners were able to craft a restoration plan that fully restores the damaged natural resources, while accommodating the operational needs of the landowner," Bogert said. "We hope the success of this effort can serve as a model for future cooperative efforts where state, local and federal interests converge.” 

In addition to the $165,000 penalty for the Clean Water Act and Endangered Species Act violations, Gabriel agreed to develop two community projects worth over $50,000. He will provide funding to the Nez Perce Tribe for maintenance of the only hydrologic gauge located on the Imnaha River, and he will undertake relocation of the Crazyman Creek recreational trail to a safer location with new public parking at the far end of the Pallette Ranch. 

* * *

EPA Offers Nonpoint Source Guidance for Wetlands, Streams 
WASHINGTON, DC, August 31, 2005 (ENS) - The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has published a technical guidance and reference document for use by state, territory, and authorized tribal managers as well as the public in the implementation of nonpoint source pollution management programs. 

The new guidance contains information on the best available, economically achievable means of reducing nonpoint source pollution through the protection and restoration of wetlands and riparian areas, as well as the implementation of vegetated treatment systems. 

The most recent national water quality inventory, conducted in 2000, shows that nearly 39 percent of assessed rivers and streams, 45 percent of lakes, reservoirs, and ponds, and 51 percent of estuaries in the United States remain too polluted for fishing, swimming, and other uses. 

Habitat alterations, such as hydromodification, dredging, streambank destabilization, and the loss or degradation of wetlands, contribute to the impacts on quality. 

Many pollutants are delivered to these surface waters and to ground water from no single point. These nonpoint sources include urban runoff, agricultural runoff, and atmospheric deposition of contaminants. 

The leading causes of impairment are nutrients, pathogens, siltation, oxygen-depleting substances, metals, and suspended solids, the EPA says. 

Wetlands and streamside areas can protect water quality and reduce adverse water quality impacts associated with nonpoint source pollution, and they help decrease the need for costly storm water and flood protection facilities. 

So, the EPA advises in this guidance document, wetlands and riparian areas are an important component of a combination of management practices that can be used to reduce nonpoint source pollution pollution. 

In their natural condition wetlands and riparian areas provide habitat for feeding, nesting, cover, and breeding to many species of birds, fishes, amphibians, reptiles, and mammals. 

Although wetlands have long been recognized for their water quality improvement functions, unrestricted use of natural wetlands as receptacles for point and nonpoint source pollution, such as urban stormwater and other sources of runoff, could have an adverse effect on wetlands and wetland organisms, the EPA cautions. 

The guidance provides a brief introduction to NPS pollution and the national effort to control it. It introduces wetlands, riparian areas, and vegetated treatment systems, explaining what they are, how they function, and what their importance is in terms of nonpoint source pollution. 

It defines what management measures are and how they work to prevent nonpoint source pollution, and it describes four management practices for the protection of wetlands and riparian areas. 

The document explains what restoration is and discusses three practices to implement the management measure for restoration of wetlands and riparian areas. Finally, it describes the management measure and three practices related to vegetated treatment systems. 

Use of the information in the guidance is voluntary, the EPA says, though many states have requirements for protecting wetlands and riparian areas from nonpoint source pollution. 

National Management Measures to Protect and Restore Wetlands and Riparian Areas for the Abatement of Nonpoint Source Pollution is online at: http://epa.gov/owow/nps/wetmeasures/ 

* * *

Conservationists Sue for a Cleaner Anacostia River
WASHINGTON, DC, August 31, 2005 (ENS) - Friends of the Earth is in federal appeals court over the Environmental Protection Agency’s approach to limiting pollution into the Anacostia River which runs through the nation's capital, the District of Columbia. 

In a court action filed last week by Earthjustice on behalf of the conservation group, Friends of the Earth is calling for stronger pollution caps to protect the environmental and recreational value of the river for the benefit of local residents and visitors. 

The challenge was filed in the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia, in an appeal from a November 2004 decision by the DC federal district court. 

“The Anacostia River is so severely polluted that District residents are routinely warned by EPA to avoid fishing or swimming in it,” said Earthjustice attorney Howard Fox. “The Clean Water Act was enacted over 30 years ago to protect our waterways from harmful pollution. Three decades later, the Anacostia remains a heavily polluted waterway running through the heart of our capital.” 

The Clean Water Act requires EPA to approve or establish total maximum daily loads (TMDLs) for each relevant pollutant in a given waterway. These pollutant loads must be set at a level that cleans up the river so it meets water quality standards. 

Earthjustice and Friends of the Earth allege that EPA’s approved TMDLs for biochemical oxygen demand and total suspended solids allow continued violations of water quality standards. 

“EPA has fallen short of protecting water quality for the Anacostia River,” said Friends of the Earth President Brent Blackwelder. “The residents of Washington, DC are being robbed of the opportunity to fully enjoy this beautiful river. The continued pollution of this jewel is an absolute shame.” 

Pollution in the Anacostia River is caused by the discharge of sewage and storm water runoff into the river during and shortly after rainfall. 

Much of the District is still served by an antiquated combined sewer system in which sewage from homes and businesses is combined with rainwater draining from streets. Even relatively light rainfall can exceed the capacity of the pipes, resulting in the discharge of raw sewage and storm water directly into the river. 

In other parts of the District, separate storm sewers carry polluted stormwater from streets directly into the Anacostia. 

EPA approved pollutant loads that average pollution levels over a long period of time - as much as a year, alleges Fox, even though the Clean Water Act clearly requires that TMDLs be set as “daily” loads. 

Even short doses of the pollutants are capable of doing serious damage. “Fish die from short-term pollutant peaks - and murky, polluted water keeps people from enjoying the river even if it only occurs on some days,” said Fox. 

“There is so much potential for this river to become a clean, beautiful waterway that can be enjoyed by all,” Fox said. “EPA needs to fulfill its responsibility to protect this river for those of us who live here and for future generations to come.” 

* * *

Stressed Out Corals Will Get a Break From Dredging
FORT LAUDERDALE, Florida, August 31, 2005 (ENS) - For the first time researchers are measuring the stress level of coral organisms with a new high tech process. The test will measure the effect of a beach restoration project in Broward County, Florida on an adjacent coral reef. 

The new stress measurement technique allows for identification of sub-lethal stress, providing managers with early diagnosis before damage becomes irreversible. 

The approach is based on a coral stress level scale developed by researchers at the NOAA sponsored National Coral Reef Institute at Nova Southeastern University Oceanographic Center in Fort Lauderdale. 

NOAA is working with Broward County to protect coral reef ecosystems against potential impacts of dredging as the county undertakes the beach restoration project. 

The project involves movement of sand from local offshore sources on the beaches between Port Everglades and the border between Miami-Dade and Broward counties. 

If coral stress levels due to excess turbidity or sedimentation during dredging activities exceed a pre-established threshold, the County’s Biological Monitoring Plan, as agreed to with Florida’s Department of Environmental Protection, states that the county will suspend activities until coral condition improves and dredging can be safely resumed. 

In order to determine stress levels, researchers from the National Coral Reef Institute rate corals in the field according to experimentally determined stress levels. 

They also collect small tissue samples for lab examination at the cellular and sub-cellular level to accurately categorize the stress level and calibrate field observations. 

The new technique could have worldwide applicability helping resource managers protect coral reef ecosystems from damage due to a variety of human activities. 

“This project is an excellent example of NOAA’s dedication to transition research into practical applications,” said NOAA Administrator Conrad C. Lautenbacher, Jr. “NOAA’s support for the work on these important marine ecosystems directly assists the resource management community in making important decisions.” 

“This monitoring program gives the County near real-time feedback regarding the effects of the beach nourishment project on corals,” says Stephen Higgins, Broward County’s beach erosion administrator. “As a result we are able to flexibly manage project operations to achieve maximum productivity with minimal impacts to resources.” 

The National Coral Reef Institute (NCRI) was established by Congressional mandate in 1998. NCRI's primary objective is the assessment, monitoring, and restoration of coral reefs through basic and applied research and through training and education. 

* * *

Purdue Scientists Find Key to Hydrogen Production
WEST LAFAYETTE, Indiana, August 31, 2005 (ENS) - A novel technique for producing hydrogen from water and organic material that could help speed the creation of safe and inexpensive hydrogen production and storage technology has been discovered at Purdue University. 

Hydrogen is the most plentiful element on Earth and, once isolated, is a clean burning fuel that produces neither greenhouse gases nor toxic emissions. Hydrogen fuel cells are viewed as a potential replacement for internal combustion engines in automobiles. 

The new method of producing hydrogen has not yet been evaluated for economic feasibility on a large scale, but chemist Mahdi Abu-Omar says it could offer solutions to several problems facing fuel cell developers. 

The technique requires only water, a catalyst based on the metal rhenium (REE-nee-um) and an organic liquid called an organosilane, which can be stored and transported easily. 

"We have discovered a catalyst that can produce ready quantities of hydrogen without the need for extreme cold temperatures or high pressures, which are often required in other production and storage methods," said Abu-Omar, an associate professor of chemistry in Purdue's College of Science. 

"It is possible that this technique could lead to fuel cells that are safe, efficient and not dependent on fossil fuels as their energy source," he said. 

Abu-Omar's research team, which includes Purdue's Elon Ison and Rex Corbin, published their findings today in the Journal of the "American Chemical Society." 

Because hydrogen can be used for electricity production, transportation and other energy needs, many see a changeover to a hydrogen economy from the current petroleum based economy as the solution to global energy problems. 

But before hydrogen can be used as fuel, it must be extracted from other substances that are often fossil fuels, and then stored safely in sufficient quantities. If these problems can be solved, hydrogen-powered generators, known as fuel cells, might replace internal combustion engines everywhere from electrical plants to cars. 

Abu-Omar and his colleagues were not concentrating on these problems when they began studying organosilanes, a group of organic molecules that have been slightly modified in the laboratory. 

"Initially, we were concerned with finding useful catalysts to convert these silicon-based fluids into silanols, another type of substance that is valuable in the chemical industry," he said. "It's the sort of work chemists do all the time, and it's usually of interest only to other chemists. But sometimes the byproducts of conversions are as interesting as what you wanted in the first place." 

Abu-Omar's team took a compound based on rhenium, a rare metal found while mining copper, and added it to the organosilane in the presence of water. Over the course of an hour, the organosilane changed completely into silanol, leaving the water and rhenium catalyst unchanged. But the team also noticed there was a gas bubbling from the mixture. 

"It turned out to be pure hydrogen," Abu-Omar said. "The reaction is not only efficient at creating silanol, but it also generates hydrogen at a high rate in proportion to the amount of water." 

The team estimates that about seven gallons each of water and organosilane could combine to produce 6.5 pounds of hydrogen, which could power a car for approximately 240 miles. 

"The big question is, of course, whether it would be economically viable to create organosilane fuels in the quantities necessary to power a world full of cars," Abu-Omar said. "As of right now, there simply isn't enough demand to make more than small volumes of this liquid, and while it's a relatively easy process, it's not dirt cheap either." 

"I think the big point here is that hydrogen can be produced from water and a form of organic matter," he said. "If this rhenium-based catalyst can do the trick on organosilanes, perhaps we can find other catalysts that can generate hydrogen from garbage, or from biomass left over from the harvest." 

_____________________________________________________________________________

Antiguason.com

Caribbean urged to do more to protect coastlines 

Caribbean countries have been told that the tourism industry could face severe economic problems in the future as a result of coastal and marine pollution. 

The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), the World Resources Institute (WRI) and the Australian Institute of Marine Science (AIMS) said in its 2005 Caribbean Environment outlook that the region currently attracts more than half of the world's 10 million scuba divers. 

The report said that by the end of this year, diving activities would begin to generate about US$1.2 billion dollars in revenue.

The average diver spends about US$2,100 per trip to the Caribbean compared to US$1,200 by the regular tourist. 

But the UNEP report warned that the region's tourism sector could face serious economic problems, because its major attraction, such as coral reefs were suffering permanent damage due to coral bleaching and other factors. 

Last year, WRI said that nearly two-thirds of the Caribbean coral reefs were threatened by coastal development especially along the coastline of the Greater Antilles, while in the Lesser Antilles, one third of the coastline is threatened by sediments and pollution. 

It said that human activities had threatened over 80 per cent of the reefs in Jamaica, Haiti, and the Dominica Republic. 

AIMS also warned that in the three countries, deterioration of coral reefs is greater because the economic development of these countries is highly dependent on the marine environment. 

The AIMS urged the authorities to make the conservation of reefs a high priority. 

These three international environmental agencies have recommended multi-sectoral approaches in planning and land use, increase involvement of fishermen in conservation and increase ongoing environmental education in the region. 

They have also urged regional governments to formulate an action plan to deal with the situation.

Source: www.antiguasun.com
____________________________________________________________________________

IPS

DEVELOPMENT:Connecting Nature, Power and Poverty
Jim Lobe 

WASHINGTON, Aug 31 (IPS) - In a significant challenge to neo-liberal orthodoxy, a major Washington-based think tank is calling for greater local and democratic control over environmental resources as the most effective means to lift some two billion people out of rural poverty. 

In its biennial report on the health of the world's environment released here Tuesday, the World Resources Institute (WRI) says conventional models for poverty reduction and economic growth may have worked well for urban populations, but they have done little to help the rural poor who make up about 75 percent of nearly three billion people who live on less than two dollars a day. 

It also takes issue with strategies to attract foreign investment by privatising public lands and natural resources at the expense of local control, particularly by poor communities that depend for at least a substantial portion of their income on the health of their forests, fisheries, or fields. 

"Traditional assumptions about addressing poverty treat the environment almost as an afterthought," according to Jonathan Lash, WRI's president, who introduced the new study in London. "This report addresses the stark reality of the poor …their environment is all they can depend on." 

"Environmental resources are absolutely essential, rather than incidental, if we are to have any hope of meeting our goals of poverty reduction," he said. 

The 254-page report, "World Resources 2005: The Wealth of the Poor -- Managing Ecosystems to Right Poverty," recognises that multilateral agencies, some national governments and various non-governmental organisations (NGOs) have increasingly come to recognise the key linkages between "nature, power, and poverty" but still have a long way to go. 

While increased aid to poor countries, debt relief and trade reform -- the focus of recent media attention -- are undoubtedly helpful in addressing global poverty, according to the report, they fail to address the indispensable role that local, democratic control and management of natural resources can play in reducing rural poverty. 

The fact that the report is being published jointly with the U.N. Development Programme, the U.N. Environment Programme, and, most especially, the world's biggest single multilateral source of development finance, the World Bank, gives its analysis a certain official status within the development and environment community. 

Coming just two weeks before the U.N. summit meeting on progress toward the achievement of the 2000 Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), one of which is to reduce the number of the world's absolute poor by half by 2015, the report marks an effort to more aggressively insert environmental and governance issues into the policy debate. 

"Without this construct, the MDGs won't be reachable," declared David Jhirad, WRI's vice president for science and research, while Klaus Toepfer, director-general of the U.N. Environment Programme said the study demonstrated "the importance of healthy forests, marine environments, freshwaters and other key ecosystems for meeting internationally agreed development targets." 

"In the past, the environment has been viewed as something like a Hermes silk tie or a Gucci handbag -- a luxury only affordable when all other issues have been resolved," said Toepfer. 

"But this report, allied with a series of other new and authoritative studies released over recent months such as the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment (MEA), overturns this myth and underlines in graphic detail the importance of 'nature's' natural capital alongside financial and human capital," he said. 

The MEA, in which the WRI also played a leading role, found that almost all of the world's most-important ecosystems have been degraded by human activity over recent decades, some quite significantly. 

The health and management of these resources are vital to the economic well-being of local populations, particularly the poor, according to the report. "Because of their dependence on environmental income, the poor are especially vulnerable to ecosystem degradation," the authors note. 

Moreover, much of the environmental income earned in development countries comes from "common pool resources" -- that is, resources, such as forests, fisheries, reefs, pastures and minerals, to which no individual has exclusive rights. 

According to the report, the rural poor could not support themselves without access to these resources. Thus, when such resources are transferred to wealthier interests, such as corporations, through privatisation or other means, the environmental income of the rural poor inevitably declines. And if those interests fail to manage the resource in a sustainable fashion, the damage done to local poor communities may be irreversible. 

The report, which details numerous case studies of "best practices", highlights the importance of affirmative measures, such as legal title, to ensure that such communities exercise control and management of those resources, preferably with the support of the regional and central governments. 

"Unfortunately, the poor often lack legal rights to ecosystems and are excluded from decisions about ecosystem management," said Warren Evans, the Bank's environment director. "Without addressing these failures through changes in governance, there is little chance of using the economic potential of ecosystems to reduce rural poverty." 

The case studies, which include wildlife management in Namibia and Tanzania, fisheries restoration in Fiji, and watershed management in Maharashtra, India, can be replicated elsewhere, including in poor rural communities in developed countries, according to the report. 

The main challenge is empowering the poor, a process that requires far-reaching reforms in governance, ranging from clarifying land tenure and providing more information to local communities, to ensuring their participation in resource management and ending corruption. 

"When poor households improve their management of local ecosystems -- whether pastures, forests, or fishing grounds -- the productivity of these systems rises," according to the report. "When this is combined with greater control over these natural assets, through stronger ownership rights, and greater inclusion in local institutions, the poor can capture the rise in productivity as increased income." 

In cases of large-scale resource development projects -- such as mines, oil and gas development, or major forest concessions -- the report calls for the mandatory adoption by all parties, such as multilateral agencies, export credit agencies (ECAs), and private banks and investors, of "free, prior, and informed consent" (FPIC) practices that would guarantee local communities a formal role -- "and some form of veto power" -- in consultations and ultimate decisions in project design, implementation, and operation. 

The World Commission on Dams and the Extractive Industry Review of the World Bank have recommended FPIC for use in all dam, gas, and mining projects. (END/2005) _____________________________________________________________________________

YubaNet
Major Report Stresses Natural Resources as Path Out of Poverty 


A report that challenges conventional approaches is released today at a critical moment in the battle against poverty. The report, World Resources 2005: The Wealth of the Poor: Managing Ecosystems to Fight Poverty, stresses the urgent need to look beyond aid projects, debt relief and trade reform and focus on local natural resources to address the crisis of poverty in all parts of the globe. 

"Traditional assumptions about addressing poverty treat the environment almost as an afterthought," said Jonathan Lash, president, World Resources Institute (WRI). "This report addresses the stark reality of the poor: three-fourths of them live in rural areas; their environment is all they can depend on. Environmental resources are absolutely essential, rather than incidental, if we are to have any hope of meeting our goals of poverty reduction." 

The report finds that environmental organizations have not addressed poverty and development groups have not considered the environment enough in the past. The model presented in the report details how natural resources - soils, forests, water, fisheries - managed at the local level are frequently the most effective means for the world's rural poor people to create wealth for themselves. 

Dozens of case studies detailed within World Resources 2005 demonstrate how local stewardship of nature can be a powerful means of fighting poverty. Control over restoring 700,000 local acres of denuded forests and grazing lands was given by the Tanzanian government to the Sukuma people and they now have higher household incomes, better diets, as well as increased populations of tree, bird and mammal species. Ucunivanua villagers in Fiji were given control by the government of clam beds and coastal waters, and because of local restrictions placed on fishing, mangrove lobster and harvestable clam populations have increased dramatically. In India, community control over the watershed has led to a nearly six-fold increase in the cash value of crops grown in Darewadi Village. 

"There are encouraging examples of ecosystems being managed for the long-term to create wealth for poor communities, but there is still a huge job to do," said Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). "Natural resources can be properly used to greatly reduce poverty. The time has come to reverse the course of worsening diseases, depleted natural resources, political instability, inequality, and the social corrosion of angry generations that have no means to rise out of poverty." 

While globalization has resulted in greater wealth for many people in urban areas throughout the developing world - such as parts of China and India - these gains have often bypassed rural areas, except in the rare exceptions detailed in the report. Nearly half of the world's six-billion people live on less than $2 per day. Three-quarters of those poor people live in rural areas. These rural households depend overwhelmingly on natural resources for their income. If these ecosystems become degraded, as many have over the past 50 years, they will never provide the fuel for economic development that will boost the rural poor beyond subsistence and into the mainstream of national economies. 

"We need to stop thinking of the environment as a passive element. It is a fundamental part of community-based decision making," said Warren Evans, director of environment, The World Bank. "Unfortunately, the poor often lack legal rights to ecosystems and are excluded from decisions about ecosystem management. Without addressing these failures through changes in governance, there is little chance of using the economic potential of ecosystems to reduce rural poverty." 

The moment is critical in the battle against poverty because of converging current events. At the G-8 Summit in July, British Prime Minister Tony Blair and other world leaders focused almost exclusively on the problems of global poverty. Prior to the G-8, the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment - a report by an international panel of 1,300 scientists - found how humans have modified and degraded the world's ecosystems in the past 50 years. In mid-September, heads of state at the UN Summit are expected to further review progress towards achieving the Millennium Development Goals. 

"Community stewardship of local resources should be a critical element of any poverty-reduction model," said Olav Kjørven, director, Energy and Environment Group, Bureau for Development Policy, United Nations Development Programme (UNDP). "With greater income from the environment - call it 'environmental income' - poor families experience better nutrition and health, and begin to accumulate wealth. In other words, they begin the journey out of poverty." 

World Resources 2005: The Wealth of the Poor: Managing Ecosystems to Fight Poverty is the 11th in a series of biennial reports on global environment and governance issues published since 1984. This particular report's focus on poverty issues follows upon conclusions from the previous two reports - the first was about ecosystems and the second was about governance. Since 1996, the series has been published jointly by The World Bank, the United Nations Development Programme, the United Nations Environment Programme, and the World Resources Institute. 
_____________________________________________________________________________

Islamic Republic News Agency

Local communities need to control local resources to defeat poverty: UN 

Tehran, Sept 1, IRNA 
Iran-Press-Poverty 
Challenging conventional approaches into eh on poverty, a new United Nations-backed report Wednesday stressed the urgent need to look beyond aid projects, debt relief and trade reform and focus on local natural resources to address the crisis in all parts of the globe. 

Executive director of the UN Environment Program (UNEP) Klaus Toepfer called the report `World Resources 2005'; The Wealth of the Poor; Managing Ecosystems to Fight Poverty, "essential reading for any world leader serious about defeating poverty" at next month's summit meeting at UN Headquarters in New York. 

"In the past the environment has been viewed as something like a Hermes silk tie or a Gucci handbag - a luxury only affordable when all other issues have been resolved," he said. 

"But this World Resources Institute (WRI) report overturns this myth and underlines in graphic detail the importance of nature's natural capital alongside financial and human capital," he added. 

The study is the 11th in a series of biennial reports on global environment and governance issues published jointly by UNEP, the UN Development Program (UNDP), the World Bank and the environmental think-tank WRI. 

According to the report, the study finds that environmental organizations have not addressed poverty and development groups have not considered the environment enough in the past. 

The model presented in the report details how natural resources - soils, forests, water, fisheries - managed at the local level are requently the most effective means for the world rural poor people to create wealth for themselves. 

"I would urge presidents and prime ministers to make this WRI report indispensable ... parts of their pre-Summit reading," Toepfer said of the gathering of more than an estimated 170 heads of state on 14-15 September to discuss UN reforms and take stock of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). 

"I am sure that the conclusions will suggest to them, as they do to me, fresh, imaginative, sensible and truly sustainable approaches to the pressing development issues of the day," he added. 

According to the press release, the MDGs seek to halve extreme poverty and hunger, slash maternal and infant mortality and increase access to health care, education, water and sanitation, all by 2015. 

"In case studies cited in the report to demonstrate how local stewardship of nature can be a powerful means of fighting poverty, the Tanzanian government gave control over restoring 700,000 acres of denuded forests and grazing lands to local Sukuma people, who now have higher household incomes, better diets as well as increased populations of tree, bird and mammal species. 

"In another example the government of Fiji gave Ucunivanual villagers control of clam beds and coastal waters. Thanks to local restrictions placed on fishing, mangrove lobster and harvestable clam populations have increased dramatically. In India, community control over the watershed has led to a nearly six-fold increase in the cash value of crops grown in Darewadi Village," added the report. 

"Community stewardship of local resources should be a critical element of any poverty-reduction model," UNDP energy and environment official Olav Kjorven said. 

"With greater income from the environment - call it 
environmental income' - poor families experience better nutrition and health and begin to accumulate wealth. In other words, they begin the journey out of poverty." 
WRI President Jonathan Lash said that traditional assumptions about addressing poverty treat the environment "almost as an afterthought," while World Bank vice president of sustainable development, Ian Johnson, warned: "We need to stop thinking of the environment as a passive element. It is a fundamental part of the community-based decision-making."


____________________________________________________________________________

Earth Vision

Major Report Stresses Natural Resources as Path out of Poverty
GreenBiz.com


LONDON and WASHINGTON, D.C., Sept. 1, 2005 - A report that challenges conventional approaches is released today at a critical moment in the battle against poverty. The report, World Resources 2005: The Wealth of the Poor: Managing Ecosystems to Fight Poverty, stresses the urgent need to look beyond aid projects, debt relief and trade reform and focus on local natural resources to address the crisis of poverty in all parts of the globe. 

"Traditional assumptions about addressing poverty treat the environment almost as an afterthought," said Jonathan Lash, president, World Resources Institute (WRI). "This report addresses the stark reality of the poor: three-fourths of them live in rural areas; their environment is all they can depend on. Environmental resources are absolutely essential, rather than incidental, if we are to have any hope of meeting our goals of poverty reduction." 

The report finds that environmental organizations have not addressed poverty and development groups have not considered the environment enough in the past. The model presented in the report details how natural resources - soils, forests, water, fisheries - managed at the local level are frequently the most effective means for the world's rural poor people to create wealth for themselves. 

Dozens of case studies detailed within World Resources 2005 demonstrate how local stewardship of nature can be a powerful means of fighting poverty. Control over restoring 700,000 local acres of denuded forests and grazing lands was given by the Tanzanian government to the Sukuma people and they now have higher household incomes, better diets, as well as increased populations of tree, bird and mammal species. Ucunivanua villagers in Fiji were given control by the government of clam beds and coastal waters, and because of local restrictions placed on fishing, mangrove lobster and harvestable clam populations have increased dramatically. In India, community control over the watershed has led to a nearly six-fold increase in the cash value of crops grown in Darewadi Village. 

"There are encouraging examples of ecosystems being managed for the long-term to create wealth for poor communities, but there is still a huge job to do," said Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP). "Natural resources can be properly used to greatly reduce poverty. The time has come to reverse the course of worsening diseases, depleted natural resources, political instability, inequality, and the social corrosion of angry generations that have no means to rise out of poverty." 

While globalization has resulted in greater wealth for many people in urban areas throughout the developing world - such as parts of China and India - these gains have often bypassed rural areas, except in the rare exceptions detailed in the report. Nearly half of the world's six-billion people live on less than $2 per day. Three-quarters of those poor people live in rural areas. These rural households depend overwhelmingly on natural resources for their income. If these ecosystems become degraded, as many have over the past 50 years, they will never provide the fuel for economic development that will boost the rural poor beyond subsistence and into the mainstream of national economies. 

"We need to stop thinking of the environment as a passive element. It is a fundamental part of community-based decision making," said Warren Evans, director of environment, The World Bank. "Unfortunately, the poor often lack legal rights to ecosystems and are excluded from decisions about ecosystem management. Without addressing these failures through changes in governance, there is little chance of using the economic potential of ecosystems to reduce rural poverty." 

The moment is critical in the battle against poverty because of converging current events. At the G-8 Summit in July, British Prime Minister Tony Blair and other world leaders focused almost exclusively on the problems of global poverty. Prior to the G-8, the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment - a report by an international panel of 1,300 scientists - found how humans have modified and degraded the world's ecosystems in the past 50 years. In mid-September, heads of state at the U.N. Summit are expected to further review progress towards achieving the Millennium Development Goals. 

"Community stewardship of local resources should be a critical element of any poverty-reduction model," said Olav Kjørven, director, Energy and Environment Group, Bureau for Development Policy, United Nations Development Program (UNDP). "With greater income from the environment - call it 'environmental income' - poor families experience better nutrition and health, and begin to accumulate wealth. In other words, they begin the journey out of poverty." 

World Resources 2005: The Wealth of the Poor: Managing Ecosystems to Fight Poverty is the 11th in a series of biennial reports on global environment and governance issues published since 1984. This particular report's focus on poverty issues follows upon conclusions from the previous two reports -- the first was about ecosystems and the second was about governance. Since 1996, the series has been published jointly by The World Bank, the United Nations De _____________________________________________________________________________ 
BBC
Apes 'extinct in a generation'

By Richard Black

BBC News website environment correspondent

The great apes are our kin... but we have not treated them with the respect they deserve

Kofi Annan

Some of the great apes - chimps, gorillas, and orangutans - could be extinct in the wild within a human generation, a new assessment concludes.

Human settlement, logging, mining and disease mean that orangutans in parts of Indonesia may lose half of their habitat within five years.

There are now more than 20,000 humans on the planet for every chimpanzee.

The World Atlas of Great Apes and their Conservation is published by the UN's environment and biodiversity agencies.

It brings together data from many sources in an attempt to assess comprehensively the prospects for the remaining great apes; the gorillas, chimpanzees and bonobos of Africa, and the orangutans of south-east Asia.

Gloomy outlook

The great apes; status check

At-a-glance

The general conclusion is that the outlook is poor.

"All of the great apes are listed as either endangered or critically endangered," co-author Lera Miles from the World Conservation Monitoring Centre near Cambridge told the BBC News website.

"Critically endangered means that their numbers have decreased, or will decrease, by 80% within three generations."

One critically endangered species is the Sumatran orangutan, of which around 7,300 remain in the wild.

Most live in Aceh province at the northern tip of Sumatra, which saw armed conflict for decades between the Indonesian government and separatist rebels, and which suffered heavily during December's tsunami.

In mid-August, a peace deal was signed which may end the 29-year conflict.

"The irony is that just as things are getting better for the people of Aceh, they're getting worse for wildlife, with people collecting timber, dormant logging concessions being activated, and illegal logging as well," said Dr Miles.

"Projections show that in 50 years' time, there could be as few as 250 left in the wild; but that's not a viable size for a population."

The other species of orangutan, in Borneo, is much better off, with around 45,000 animals remaining; though data gathered for this report by the United Nations Environment Programme (Unep) and its biodiversity agency the World Conservation Monitoring Centre (WCMC) suggests that numbers have declined 10-fold since the middle of the last century.

African falls

The mountain gorilla of the Democratic Republic of Congo, and the Cross River gorilla, found on the border between Nigeria and Cameroon, are also listed as critically endangered, with numbers estimated at 700 and 250 respectively.

For gorillas and chimpanzees, ebola fever is emerging as a significant threat.

Why ebola is now taking its toll of apes is not clear, but may be connected with forest clearance. One theory is that the as yet unidentified animal which harbours the virus lives on the edges of forests; logging creates more edges, and so enhances the transmission of ebola.

An expert group of researchers which convened in May has just released an action plan for conserving apes in western equatorial Africa.

"If we find ways to protect apes from the ebola virus, we also will protect humans," it concludes.

Bushmeat can be a significant source of protein in rural west Africa

But disease is not the only threat to the well-being of chimpanzees, their close relatives bonobos, and gorillas.

Bushmeat hunting and habitat removal by logging are also major issues.

The 1990s saw forest cover declining in all African countries where gorillas, chimpanzees and bonobos live.

Close to human

The World Atlas comes with a foreword by UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan, in which he argues forcibly for the preservation of apes.

"The great apes are our kin," he writes. "Like us, they are self-aware and have cultures, tools, politics, and medicines; they can learn to use sign language, and have conversations with people and with each other.

"Sadly, however, we have not treated them with the respect they deserve."

Clint proves a close cousin

His thesis on the close kinship of ape and man has been reinforced by the publication this week of the chimpanzee genome, demonstrating that humans and chimps share 99% of their active genetic material.

But stopping the decline of ape populations may not be easy, with human encroachment continuing, often under the pressure of poverty.

A key player is the Great Ape Survival Project (Grasp), launched under UN auspices in 2001, which aims to establish strategies for all regions of Africa and Asia which still have ape populations.

It holds its first council meeting next week in the Democratic Republic of Congo.

_____________________________________________________________________________

The Guardian 

Scientists find missing links in chimp genome 

Completion of genetic sequence for humans' nearest relatives offers vital new biological clues, while fresh fears are raised for their survival 

Tim Radford, science editor
Thursday September 1, 2005
The Guardian Humans and chimpanzees share "perfect identity" in 96% of their DNA sequence, an international team of scientists reports today.
Their findings, a landmark in the scientific study of humans and great apes, are drawn from the completion of the full genome sequence of a chimpanzee.
Clint, a 24-year-old male who died of heart failure last year at a research centre in Atlanta, Georgia, now lives on in the world's databases as the fourth mammal - after humans, mice and rats - to yield a full genetic blueprint.
The research findings could offer a new way of understanding human biology, and underline once again the close kinship between Pan troglodytes, the larger species of chimpanzee, and Homo sapiens.
It also throws new light on the tiny differences that set humankind on a different evolutionary path.
"As our closest living evolutionary relatives, chimpanzees are especially suited to teach us about ourselves," said Robert Waterston of the University of Washington in Seattle, a leading member of the research team.
"We still do not have in our hands the answer to a most fundamental question: what makes us human? But this genomic comparison dramatically narrows the search for the key biological differences between the species."
Scientists have only begun to sample the richness of the genetic information now at their disposal. Comparison between human and ape DNA reveals that some human and ape genes evolved very swiftly, especially those linked to the perception of sound, the transmission of nerve signals and the production of sperm.
It shows a pattern of genetic mutations that could leave each species open to disease, but also enable each to make unique adaptations to the environment. And it highlights a pattern of rapid change in a small number of human genes about 250,000 years ago - when Homo sapiens is supposed to have emerged as a distinctive species in Africa.
Chimpanzees and humans last shared a common ancestor more than six million years ago. But chimpanzees kill each other, defend their territories, start squabbles and then kiss and make up. They devise tools, use subterfuge, recognise themselves in mirrors and clasp hands when they meet.
The latest studies, published in Nature today, show that the difference between humans and chimps is 60 times less than that between humans and mice. But the difference between humans and chimps is still about 10 times that between any two humans.
Researchers completed an epic race to sequence the first draft of the human genome in 2001, followed by mice and rats. The mammalian sequences have already been compared with the DNA of many other organisms. The first lesson has been that many genes have survived millions of years of evolution, and that small changes have led to sometimes dramatic differences between related species.
Chris Stringer, head of human origins at the Natural History Museum in London, said: "Now that we have the sequence of one of the two chimp species [the other being the pygmy chimp], we need to focus on the other species. This would allow us to get closer to imagining what our common ancestor was like.
"This paper is timely, given the growth of anti-evolutionary ideas in the US. Demonstration of how evolution occurred is more important than ever. It is even more important for us to be able to show how our closest relatives evolved. The genome will enable us to look at evolutionary processes. We need to know what changed, when and what made it change."
The research raises questions about the role of chimpanzees in biomedical research. The similarities between humans and the apes have already helped to yield a safe vaccine for hepatitis B. The differences could explain why humans are more at risk from certain cancers and neurodegenerative diseases such as Alzheimer's.
But the findings also raise questions about the survival of the great apes. About 100,000 chimpanzees are thought to exist in the wild, along with 10,000 bonobos or pygmy chimps, 100,000 gorillas and 30,000 orangutans. All are now threatened.
Andrew Whiten, a professor at the University of St Andrews, writes in Nature: "The scientific window so recently opened has already started to close as the human species inexorably exterminates its closest relatives. The very material of interest - genetic and cultural diversity - is melting away."
UN atlas charts decline of apes
Human poverty is one of the biggest threats to great ape populations around the world, according to report launched today by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP).
An atlas of great ape distribution - the first of its kind - shows the decline of more than 100 populations of gorillas, chimpanzees, bonobos and orangutans, bringing together research from leading scientists including Jane Goodall and Richard Leakey.
It shows that great apes are falling victim to loss and fragmentation of their habitats, disease, smuggling and hunting for bushmeat.
The details from the UNEP World Conservation Monitoring centre show that many of the countries in which wild great apes live are among the world's poorest. Concerted global action is needed to avoid extinction of man's closest relatives.
Klaus Töpfer, executive director of the UNEP, said: "We have a duty to rescue our closest living relatives as part of our wider responsibilities to conserve the ecosystems they inhabit."
Britain's biodiversity minister, Jim Knight, said: "Great apes are self-aware, social creatures with cultures and politics, and communicate through both signs and language. It is critical that we act now to ensure the survival of great apes in the wild. We will not get a second chance."
The UNEP has also raised concerns over the increasing trade in great ape bushmeat, and the sale of baby apes to foreign collectors. Entire groups of adults may be killed to capture one "orphan" for sale.

___________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

New atlas highlights plight of world's great apes

31 Aug 2005 23:00:26 GMT

By Jeremy Lovell

LONDON, Sept 1 (Reuters) - The first detailed global map of the world's great apes -- from gorillas to orangutans -- shows they are in deep trouble.

The World Atlas of Great Apes and their Conservation, published by the United Nations to coincide with world great apes day on Thursday, illustrates the need for concerted international action, the U.N. said.

The U.N. described the atlas as "the most comprehensive compendium of information about great apes ever compiled".

The 23 states in which the apes live in the wild are among the world's poorest. Poverty, encroachments caused by logging and population growth, the booming bushmeat trade, disease and climate change are threatening entire species. "We have a duty to rescue our closest living relatives as part of our wider responsibilities to conserve the ecosystems they inhabit," said U.N. Environment Programme chief Klaus Toepfer.

The atlas says 16 of the states where the eastern and western gorillas, bonobos, chimpanzees and Sumatran and Bornean orangutans roam have per capita incomes of less than $800 a year.

Already more than a dozen key locations -- from Cameroon to the Democratic Republic of the Congo -- have been identified as priority sites for gorillas and chimpanzees, and more are expected to be added in coming years.

The atlas was published a day after conservationists called for a five-year, $30 million plan to try to save some of the most threatened great ape species in Africa.

In Asia orangutans are predicted to lose nearly half of their habitat within five years through mining, logging and human encroachment.

"Within a generation -- without better protection -- we could see species becoming too depleted to survive long term in the wild," said atlas editors Julian Caldecott and Lera Miles.

Ian Singleton, scientific director of the Sumatran Orangutan Conservation Programme, also made a stark forecast.

"Fifty years from now only seven of the current 13 orangutan populations are expected to remain. Of these, six will consist of fewer than 20 individuals," he said.

It is not only human activities that are threatening to eradicate the great apes -- diseases like Ebola haemorrhagic fever are also speeding their demise.

"Local people's attitudes are critical to the survival of the apes in any given area, so projects that help to develop sustainable livelihoods in tandem with ape protection will be most successful," said broadcaster Charlotte Uhlenbroek.

_____________________________________________________________________________

Monday Morning

Southern marshes nearly half-restored 
  
  [image: image1.png]


A Japanese-funded UN project launched a year ago has used the Internet and eco-friendly technology to restore the Middle East’s main wetland area, which is believed to be the basis for the biblical Garden of Eden.
Shiite fighters hid in the labyrinth of waterways and floating reeds after Saddam’s Sunnite-dominated regime crushed a Shiite insurrection following the 1991 Gulf War. 
In retaliation, the regime diverted waterways and burned down the reed beds, reducing the 9,000 square kilometers of permanent wetlands in the 1970s to just 760 square kilometers when Saddam Hussein was toppled in 2003.
The UN Environment Program (UNEP) said its satellite images showed that 37 percent of the permanent wetlands was now restored, with the figure nearing 50 percent in the spring before water evaporated with the summer heat.
“The near-total destruction of the Iraqi marshlands under the regime of Saddam Hussein was a major ecological and human disaster, robbing the Marsh Arabs of a centuries-old culture and way of life as well as food in the form of fish and that most crucial of natural resources, drinking water,” UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said in a statement.
“The evidence of their rapid revival is a positive signal, not only for the environment and the local communities who live there, but must be seen as a contribution to wider peace and security for the Iraqi people and the region as a whole.”
But he added: “While the reflooding bodes well for the Iraqi marshes, their recovery will take many years.”
The draining of the wetlands forced the bulk of the Marsh inhabitants to give up their traditional farming and fishing and go to cities to work as laborers.
The draining of the wetlands also deprived migratory birds and fish, some of them unique to the area, of a key habitat.
Local residents opened floodgates and embankments when Saddam was toppled in the 2003 invasion.
Toepfer said he hoped the project could be a model for other environmentally ravaged areas.
“I hope the lessons learnt to date in restoring this vital ecosystem and its economically important natural services can help in the restoration of other damaged and degraded ecosystems elsewhere.”
_____________________________________________________________________

IPS

CUBA: Success in Biological Clean-Up for Oil Spills
Dalia Acosta* 

HAVANA, Aug 31 (Tierramérica) - Marine bacteria are the raw material for a product that has been applied in Cuba since 1992 to clean up oil spills at sea, in freshwater and in soils, and eyes are now on widespread application of this organic approach to an environmental problem. 

Bioil-FC has proven effective in changing the toxic compounds in hydrocarbons into biodegradable substances, up to complete conversion into carbon dioxide and water. 

This "bioproduct" is inexpensive and its applications on this Caribbean island have shown high rates of effectiveness within brief periods, in comparison with other experiments around the world for treating hydrocarbon spills. 

"We have achieved more than 90 percent remediation (clean up) in a maximum of 30 days of application," chemical engineer Roberto Núñez, director of CEBIMAR, a marine biologicals research centre, told Tierramérica. 

In contrast, expert sources from various countries consider a satisfactory biological clean-up for spills of petroleum and its derivatives to be 55 percent in three to four months. 

"Bioremediation" is a technique for environmental detoxification through microorganisms that break down dangerous organic waste and turn it into less harmful compounds. 

This method, available for the past 25 years, exploits the ability of some bacteria, yeast or moulds to incorporate part of the dangerous compounds into their metabolism, for growth or for energy of the organism itself. 

The Oceanology Institute of Cuba began 10 years ago to collect more than 400 strains of marine bacteria. Of that total, "70 percent are capable of degrading petroleum and five of them are very effective," said Núñez. 

Bioil-FC, formed from those five strains, was tested in the treatment of a 500-tonne crude-oil spill in Cuba, caused in 1998 by a collision of two ships in Matanzas Bay, 98 km east of Havana. 

According to CEBIMAR, "the ecosystem recovered completely" some 30 days after the application of 100,000 litres of Bioil-FC. The bay was left clean, as was Los Pinos beach, a popular swimming area for the local population. 

"Cuba is surrounded by the sea and is always at risk of contamination from (marine spills) of petroleum," said Núñez. 

Some five million barrels of fuel move through the Caribbean Sea each day on tanker ships. The Caribbean region sees some of the most intensive maritime traffic in the world, with an average of 50,000 trips a year. 

According to the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), contamination from effluent from oil tankers and cruise ships is one of the most serious environmental threats to the largely impoverished countries of the Caribbean. 

Bioremediation is usually employed as a secondary treatment after mechanical collection of oil waste using different types of equipment. That first phase can mean the recovery of up to 60 percent of the spilt hydrocarbon. 

A "trial by fire" of sorts for CEBIMAR was the 2002 treatment of a 200-tonne petroleum spill on a beach and mangrove marsh of Ensenada de Arroyo Blanco, in the eastern Cuban province of Holguín. 

The experts were sent to the site two months after the accident. The petroleum had impregnated the marshland and had a 70 percent sedimentation rate, affecting six hectares of mangrove forest and four km of beach. 

"Never before had we used microorganisms without first having used equipment to collect the bulk of the spill. That was the first time in Cuba, and we began to see results within 48 hours," said Núñez. 

A scientific study of the Ensenada de Arroyo Blanco case indicates that the results helped "to perfect a new technology applicable for any type of hydrocarbon spill at these tropical latitudes." 

According to the report, "the geomorphological characteristics of the treated zone generalise the result for any type of coastal ecosystem" in climate conditions similar to Cuba's. 

"The only limiting factor of Bioil-FC is that it acts only at temperatures above five degrees (Celsius). Maximum effectiveness is achieved between 25 and 35 degrees. At lower temperatures, it works, but slower," explained Núñez. 

Bioremediation for extremely cold climates, like Antarctica, has been developed since the beginning of the current decade by Argentine scientists, using autochthonous bacterial flora.

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Tech Central Station

Katrina and Disgusting Exploitation 

A profound tragedy is unfolding in New Orleans, the most beautiful city in America, with the richest cultural history and the most wonderful style of living. I lived in New Orleans for seven years. I was married there. My children were born there. I have many friends there.
 
My daughter, her husband and their little baby managed to get out of the city ahead of the flood on Sunday, driving 14 hours into Texas with the few belongings they could stuff into their car. They have no idea what has become of their house and their possessions, not to mention their friends, their pets, their jobs, their way of life.
 
Tragedies happen, and my daughter and her family are happy just to be alive. Their losses and those of hundreds of thousands of other innocents deserve mourning, prayer and respect.
 
That is why the response of environmental extremists fills me with what only can be called disgust. They have decided to exploit the death and devastation to win support for the failed Kyoto Protocol, which requires massive cutbacks in energy use to reduce, by a few tenths of a degree, surface warming projected 100 years from now.
 
Katrina has nothing to do with global warming. Nothing. It has everything to do with the immense forces of nature that have been unleashed many, many times before and the inability of humans, even the most brilliant engineers, to tame these forces.
 
Giant hurricanes are rare, but they are not new. And they are not increasing. To the contrary. Just go to the website of the National Hurricane Center and check out a table that lists hurricanes by category and decade. The peak for major hurricanes (categories 3,4,5) came in the decades of the 1930s, 1940s and 1950s, when such storms averaged 9 per decade. In the 1960s, there were 6 such storms; in the 1970s, 4; in the 1980s, 5; in the 1990s, 5; and for 2001-04, there were 3. Category 4 and 5 storms were also more prevalent in the past than they are now. As for Category 5 storms, there have been only three since the 1850s: in the decades of the 1930s, 1960s and 1990s.
 
But that doesn't stop an enviro-predator like Robert F. Kennedy Jr. from writing on the Huffingtonpost website: "Now we are all learning what it's like to reap the whirlwind of fossil fuel dependence which Barbour and his cronies have encouraged. Our destructive addiction has given us a catastrophic war in the Middle East and - now -- Katrina is giving our nation a glimpse of the climate chaos we are bequeathing our children."
 
Or consider Jurgen Tritten, Germany's environmental minister, in an op-ed in the Frankfurter Rundschau. He wrote (according to a translation prepared for me): "By neglecting environmental protection, America's president shuts his eyes to the economic and human damage that natural catastrophes like Katrina inflect on his country and the world's economy."
 
The bright side of Katrina, concludes Tritten, is that it will force President Bush to face facts. "When reason finally pays a visit to climate-polluter headquarters, the international community has to be prepared to hand America a worked-out proposal for the future of international climate protection."
 
He goes on, "There is only one possible route of action. Greenhouse gases have to be radically reduced, and it has to happen worldwide." In other words, thanks to Katrina, we'll finally get Kyoto enforced. (He might start at home, by the way. Europe is not anywhere close to reducing CO2 to Kyoto standards. In fact, the U.S. is doing much better than many Kyoto ratifiers.)
 
Ross Gelbspan, in a particularly egregious, almost giddy piece in the Boston Globe that was reprinted in the International Herald Tribune, wrote that the hurricane was "nicknamed Katrina by the National Weather Service Katrina, [but] its real name was global warming." He also finds global warming responsible for droughts in the Midwest, strong winds in Scandinavia and heavy rain in Dubai. The reason for all this devastation, of course, is that the Bush Administration is controlled by coal and oil interests.
 
And the Independent, a widely read British newspaper, reported today that "Sir David King, the British Government's chief scientific adviser, has warned that global warming may be responsible for the devastation reaped by Hurricane Katrina." King contended that "the increased intensity of hurricanes is associated with global warming." 
 
The Kyoto advocates point to warmer ocean temperatures, but they ought to read their own favorite newspaper, The New York Times, which reported yesterday: 
 
"Because hurricanes form over warm ocean water, it is easy to assume that the recent rise in their number and ferocity is because of global warming. But that is not the case, scientists say. Instead, the severity of hurricane seasons changes with cycles of temperatures of several decades in the Atlantic Ocean. The recent onslaught 'is very much natural,' said William M. Gray, a professor of atmospheric science at Colorado State University who issues forecasts for the hurricane season.'"
 
An article on TCS quoted Gray last year as saying that, while some groups and individuals say that hurricane activity lately "may be in some way related to the effects of increased man-made greenhouse gases such as carbon dioxide,…there is no reasonable scientific way that such an interpretation…can be made."
 
Indeed, there is no evidence that hurricanes are intensifying anyway. For the North Atlantic as a whole, according to the United Nations Environment Programme of the World Meteorological Organization: "Reliable data…since the 1940s indicate that the peak strength of the strongest hurricanes has not changed, and the mean maximum intensity of all hurricanes has decreased."
 
Yes, decreased.
 
Not only has the intensity of hurricanes fallen, but, as George H. Taylor, the state climatologist of Oregon has pointed out, so has the frequency of hailstorms in the U.S. (see Changnon and Changnon) and cyclones throughout the world (Gulev, et al.).
 
But environmental extremists do not want to be bothered with the facts. Nor do they wish to mourn the destruction and death wreaked on a glorious city. To their everlasting shame, they would rather distort and exploit.
___________________________________________________________________________

Hasselfeldt: Umweltpolitik der SPD - nicht mehr als ein weißer Fleck. 

31.08.2005 - 17:29 Uhr, CDU/CSU - Bundestagsfraktion    [Pressemappe]  

   Berlin (ots) - Anlässlich der heute erschienenen Pressemitteilung 

des stellvertretenden SPD-Fraktionsvorsitzenden Michael Müller (Nr. 

928) erklärt die stellvertretende Unionsfraktionsvorsitzende und 

zuständige Fachfrau für Umwelt im Kompetenzteam der CDU/CSU, Gerda 

Hasselfeldt MdB:

   Sieben Jahre lang war die Politik der SPD geprägt von einem großen

weißen Fleck im Umweltbereich und das Abstimmungsverhalten ihrer 

Fraktionsmitglieder oft genug Grund für Disput mit den grünen 

Kollegen. Da erscheint es doch eher dreist denn glaubwürdig, wenn nun

Fraktionsvize Müller den Umweltschutz als Wahlkampfthema für die SPD 

entdeckt und dazu Halbseidenes publiziert.

   Gipfel der Dreistigkeit aber ist, dass er in der heute 

veröffentlichten Pressemitteilung zunächst die Erfolge deutscher 

Umweltpolitik Ende der 80er Jahre lobt, um dann der Union ein 

Verdrängen der Thematik vorzuwerfen. Zur Erinnerung, Herr Müller: Die

erfolgreiche Umweltpolitik der 80er und 90er Jahre war die Politik 

der Regierung Kohl - mit profilierten Umweltministern wie Dr. Klaus 

Töpfer und Angela Merkel. Die SPD dagegen zeigt sich da inhaltlich 

wie personell leidlich profillos.

   Grundlegende Schritte wie die indirekte Verankerung des 

Nachhaltigkeitsgedankens im Grundgesetz, die Schaffung eines ersten 

Stromeinspeisegesetzes, die Gründung des weltweit ersten 

Umweltministeriums, Maßnahmen zur Reduzierung und Wiederverwertung 

von Abfällen, der Grundstein zur Förderung der nachwachsenden 

Rohstoffe, konkrete Ziele zur Reduzierung der Schadstoffemissionen 

und viele weitere, konkrete Initiativen gehen auf die Union zurück.

   Die SPD dagegen hat dies, wenn überhaupt, immer dem grünen 

Koalitionspartner überlassen. Wenn einer Volkspartei heute also 

fehlende Umweltkompetenz anzulasten ist, dann der SPD. Da hilft es 

auch nicht, zwei Wochen vor der Wahl hechelnd dem grünen Karren 

hinterher zu eilen. Dieser Zug ist abgefahren.

CDU/CSU - Bundestagsfraktion

Pressestelle

Telefon:  (030) 227-52360

Fax:      (030) 227-56660

Internet: http://www.cducsu.de

Email: fraktion@cducsu.de

Other Environment News

Reuters

Emergency Plan Unveiled to Save Africa's Apes

SOUTH AFRICA: September 1, 2005

JOHANNESBURG - Conservationists unveiled a $30 million plan on Wednesday to save the great apes of Africa, which are under threat of extinction from man and disease.

Conservationists say the western lowland gorilla and the central African chimpanzee are on the cusp of extinction, with poaching for the "bushmeat" trade, rampant logging and the Ebola virus the main threats to their survival.

"This devastating mix of threats leaves us on the brink of losing some of our closest living relatives," said Russell Mittermeier, president of Conservation International.

While experts say precise estimates for remaining ape numbers are difficult to pin down, there is a consensus among conservationists that they are in steep decline.

"We're not sure of reliable estimates. There are fears that previous numbers are out of date and are overestimations," Emma Stokes, one of the plan's authors, told Reuters by phone from the Republic of Congo.

Drawn up by more than 70 experts and government officials, the plan designates 12 sites in five countries: Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, and Equatorial Guinea.

Seven "exceptional sites" have ape populations exceeding 2,000 in a large area (8,232 to 41,900 square kilometres) while five "important sites" have populations of 500 to 2000 in areas covering 1,219 to 9,011 square kilometres.

The plan, with a price tag of $30 million over 5 years, has targeted these sites for emergency programmes intended to increase security against illegal hunting and logging and slow the spread of the Ebola virus.

Proposed measures include combating poaching and improving monitoring, response to Ebola outbreaks, training and tourism development.

"The plan represents an urgent appeal to the international community for immediate action, before the damage is irreversible," Conservation International said in a statement.

Conservation International said the highly contagious Ebola virus was having devastating effects on ape populations.

And since it spreads through contact with blood and other body fluids, bushmeat hunters and other people who handled carcasses of infected animals were also at risk.

Story by Ed Stoddard

REUTERS NEWS SERVICE

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

UN Official says Katrina among Worst Natural Disasters

USA: September 1, 2005

WASHINGTON - Hurricane Katrina could easily dwarf the devastation of other recent natural disasters in terms of pure economic costs, the UN emergency relief coordinator who oversaw the Asian tsunami relief effort said on Wednesday.

United Nations Undersecretary-General Jan Egeland, who oversaw relief efforts after the Indian Ocean tsunami in December 2004, offered Washington UN assistance in a formal letter to new US Ambassador to the UN John Bolton.

"The United Nations stands ready to help with any kind of disaster expertise that might be required ... in full recognition that the United States is the country in the world that possesses the greatest civilian and military search and rescue and recovery assets themselves," Egeland told Reuters in an interview.

He said US officials had thanked the UN for its offer, but had not requested any assistance so far.

Egeland called Katrina one of "the largest, most destructive natural disasters ever."

Egeland said you could not compare the tsunami and Katrina in terms of the human toll, but in purely economic costs, this week's storm that ravaged New Orleans and other parts of the US Gulf coast could easily dwarf the devastation of other recent natural disasters.

While the UN estimated to tsunami's cost at $10 billion, estimates of insured losses from Katrina ranged from $9 billion to $25 billion on Tuesday.

Tens of thousands of homes and businesses have been destroyed, more than 78,000 people have been evacuated to emergency shelters, and the death toll has now reached at least 200.

Egeland, who had ruffled US feathers in December when he initially called rich nations' tsunami donations "stingy" before rowing back, said both the US government and aid organizations had limited even greater devastation from Katrina by evacuating citizens before the storm hit.

"The whole world is now watching the heart-wrenching scenes of how millions of Americans have had their lives affected, homes lost, livelihoods lost and there is of course an enormous wave of sympathy from all over the world," he said.

State Department spokesman Sean McCormack said earlier on Wednesday 10 to 12 foreign governments have offered general assistance to the United States to deal with the hurricane aftermath but no decision had been made about how these offers might be used.
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Bahrain

1. Council proposed to prevent industrial pollution
A draft law to set up a council to compensate victims of industrial pollution will be submitted by Deputy Ahmed Hussain to the Chamber of Deputies in October, writes Suad Hamada.
The proposal aims to safeguard public interests and control industrial activities.
“Through the council, industrial organizations will be forced to adopt environmental-friendly production operations,” Ahmed said, adding that erring companies would compensate the victims and face legal action.
The draft law also aims to check industrial pollution as the council will set standards for the use of chemicals and gases. The council will also investigate pollution cases in the vicinity of industrial organizations.
Ahmed and other deputies have called for measures to ensure a safer environment by separating residential and industrial areas and reducing emission from factories.
He said that the council would highlight anti-environment practices in various areas, especially the shores, landfills and residential areas. 
“The environmental crises can be attributed to a lack of supervision and coordination between the bodies concerned,” he said. 

Source: Bahrain Tribune, 28 August 2005
http://www.bahraintribune.com/ArticleDetail.asp


2. Beach to be cleaned up

A beach that has been damaged by almost 20 years of illegal dumping will be the focus of a major clean-up starting today.
The company behind the illegal dumping, Awal Ready Mix Concrete Company (Armcon), has been charged with cleaning Ma'ameer beach, near Bapco. 
It will start removing waste that it has dumped watched by the Central Municipality, the Fisheries Directorate and the Public Commission for the Protection of Marine Resources, Environment and Wildlife.
Once the clean-up is completed the municipality will rehabilitate the beach by planting trees along the coast, building a park and walkway.
Armcon was ordered to clean-up the beach, but company officials have earlier claimed it volunteered as a public service.
"If a company is found to have been unlawfully dumping pollutants, our laws clearly state that it falls on the same company to clean the mess it has caused," said Central Municipal Councilor Ibrahim Hassan.

Source: Gulf Daily News, 29 August 2005
http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=120646&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=28162


3. Firm faces action over dumping

A Bahrain factory is being prosecuted over serious environmental violations, it was revealed yesterday.
The Sitra-based factory has been illegally dumping toxic waste on the country's coastline despite warnings by environmental experts to clean up the area, Public Commission for the Protection of Marine Resources, Environment and Wildlife Affairs deputy president Dr Ismael Al Madani.
Mr Al Madani inspected the coastline north of the Sitra industrial zone.
He was accompanied by fishermen and Central municipal councilor Ridha Humaidan who also warned of the dangers of encroachment. 

Source: Gulf Daily News, 31 August 2005
http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=120809&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=28164

Lebanon

4. Sectarianism hinders adequate waste management
Lebanon's confessional makeup affects almost every aspect of life in the country, even the pressing problem of waste management. According to environmental activist Mounir Bou Ghanem, "Because of sectarian sensitivities, politicians don't have the will to decide on the location of waste management plants." 
Although landfill levels have already reached the point where air and soil pollution are becoming major problems, the government has failed to come up with a comprehensive plan for solid waste management. 
The Environment Ministry is responsible for identifying options for waste treatment sites, but Bou Ghanem said the lack of political action originates from the fact decisions are made by three conflicting governmental institutions. 
According to the activist, the country is suffering from the NIMBY Syndrome, "which literally means don't throw trash in my backyard." 
"No municipality would accept to host a waste treatment facility or landfill in its area," he explained. 
Bou Ghanem said any solution should be based on a long-run trade-off among the country's communities.

Source: The Daily Star, 27 August 2005
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/article.asp?edition_id=1&categ_id=1&article_id=18001


Oman
5. Two projects to protect Ozone layer in Oman

The  multi-party fund of Montreal protocol has endorsed the implementation of two projects to protect the Ozone layer in the Sultanate. The endorsement was made during the 46th meeting of its executive committee held in Montreal, Canada recently. 

The first project deals with preparing a plan to manage gradual disposal of the Ozone depleting substances, while the second project focuses on renewing the institutional support to project’s second phase. The United Nations Organization for Industrial Development will implement the two projects which will help the Sultanate build national capabilities in the Ozone layer protection and to meet the Montreal protocol requirements and curb usage of the Ozone depleting substances.

Following the approval of its membership in Vienna pact to protect the Ozone layer and the Montreal protocol, the Sultanate was classified as one of the countries of the protocol’s fifth article. An individual’s average annual consumption of the substance depleting the Ozone layer in these countries is less than 0.3 KG.

Source: Oman Daily Observer, 30 August 2005
http://www.omanobserver.com/


Saudi Arabia

6. Beach Cleaning to Be Part of India Festival
A Jeddah beach cleaning drive in association with the local municipality is one of the prime events of a three-week long India festival being organized by the Consulate General of India in September.
“We’ve already been talking to the Jeddah Mayor (Adel Faqeeh) and with his cooperation we’ll be conducting the drive jointly with some local organizations,” Indian Consul General Dr. Ausaf Sayeed told a press conference yesterday. He unveiled a logo designed by ATEICO Communications for the festival, claimed to be the first of its kind both in terms of duration and content. 
Highlights of the festival from Sept. 8 to 30 include mushairas featuring 17 poets (16 from India) in Jeddah and Madinah, a seminar on Urdu fiction spanning 50 years from 1951 with the participation of four scholars from India and another on historical links between the Kingdom and India, an exhibition with 80 rare photographs on Jammu & Kashmir, a tourism road show, and forums on opportunities for investment in India and honoring prominent Indian business personalities from the Gulf.

Source: Arab News, 29 August 2005
http://www.arabnews.com/?page=10&section=0&article=69223&d=30&m=8&y=2005


Syria

7. Constructive meeting on waste management
A meeting, headed by the Minister of Environment and Local Administration Hilal al-Atrash with participation of the Technical Services Directors in all Syrian cities yesterday discussed the priorities to start implementing the blue print of solid waste management in Syria. ‏ 
"The blue print which was prepared by the French Company Trifalor in cooperation with the Ministry is an integral study on solid waste management that has become one of our main concerns, al-Atrash said. ‏ 
He stressed the importance of serious work on this project especially because of its inclusion in the tenth fire-year plan. ‏ 
The Minister called for the participants to prepare the relevant locations and pay attention to every city’s characteristics. ‏ 
The participants talked about the lack of workers and machinery especially compressors, and they pointed the problem of some public properties becoming garbage dumps.

Source: Syria Times, 29 August 2005
http://syriatimes.tishreen.info/_local.asp?FileName=28141176520050829123151


U.A.E

8. Beaches will be cleaner

The cleanliness of beaches in Dubai is expected to further improve with the addition of four beach cleaning machines to the existing lot operated by the Dubai Municipality's Environment Department. 
Hassan Makki, Assistant Director of Environment Department and Head of the Waste Services Section at the municipality, said the municipality took delivery of the machines last week.
"The delivery of these machines is timely as beaches are now increasingly being frequented by tourists visiting the emirate. Beach cleaning machines are used to remove debris and litter. The machines are mechanical raking devices which are towed by tractor and are capable of removing even cigarette butts."
Makki said the mechanical cleaning of beaches was a fast and effective method of removing litter and debris from beaches.
"Large areas can be covered in a relatively short time with beach cleaning machines. They are effective as well as economical compared to the manual cleaning of beaches. All public beaches are subject to a cleaning service. The frequency of cleaning depends on factors such as the usage of the beach and the incidence of litter and debris," he said.
Source: Khaleej Timeshttp://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2005/august/theuae_august809.xml, 28 August 2005



9. Principals welcome addition to curriculum

In Dubai the School principals and students have welcomed the introduction of Environmental Education as a compulsory subject from classes 1 to 11 in Indian curriculum schools. 
The subject will also be introduced in class 12 from the next academic year.
The notification states issues of environmental concerns relating to depleting natural sources, the eradication of many natural species, increasing pollution, global warming resulting in ecological imbalances and natural calamities, health concerns arising out of poor wastage management systems and other diverse issues have attracted people's attention worldwide.

Source: Gulf News, 30 August 2005
http://www.gulf-news.com/Search/searchResultsNF.asp?txtSearch=environment&submit=Search


10. BUiD starts Environmental Design
The region’s first Environmental Design in Building course for students at the British University in Dubai (BUiD) was launched yesterday at a Press conference held at Shangri La Hotel. 
Dr Ahmad Okeil, admissions tutor for the course, commented: “The built environment is a major contributor to carbon emissions and the depletion of material resources today, so by teaching students an alternative approach to architectural and engineering solutions we are looking to support a more efficient approach in the future.”
On a local level, this will be the first course of its kind to be designed specifically for the Gulf region, taking into account the impact of high temperatures on construction and the need to reduce dependence on the high level of power consumption required for air conditioning. 

Source: Khaleej Times, 31 August 2005
http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2005/august/theuae_august915.xml
Yemen

11. Private companies learn about Dutch grants in
The 1st round-table on Business Potentials in Environmental Technologies jointly organized by the Royal Netherlands Embassy, Sana’a and the Ministry of Water and Environment, was held last week at the residence of the Chargé d’Affaires of the Royal Netherlands Embassy, Roelof Buffinga. 
The meeting was convened under the auspices of Mohammed L. Al-Eryani, Minister of Water and Environment. 
Representatives of the public and private sector active in environmental technologies were invited to learn more about Dutch grants for companies working in environmental areas such as waste recycling, eco-tourism, and renewable energy production, as well as for sectors largely dependent on sound environmental management such as agriculture and water supply and sanitation.  
On the global level, however, job creation in the environmental sector is large and expanding. Global expenditures on the environment are close to US$525 billion per year, and are expected to surpass $600 billion by the end of the current year. The European Union estimates that its environmental “industry” generates 54 billion euros per year. Jobs created in the environmental sector frequently trigger the creation of jobs in other, related sectors. 

Source: Yemen Observer, 27 August 2005
http://www.yobserver.com/news_7901.php

___________________________________________ 
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More stories inside 

Ahead of September World Summit, Annan stresses importance of MDGs 
31 August - Secretary-General Kofi Annan today gave a ringing endorsement for advancing the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) at next month’s United Nations World Summit, saying the targets that seek to cure of a host of global socio-economic ills by 2015 form the basis of a mutual pact between developing and developed countries. 

His reaffirmation came amid reports that the United States was basically seeking to eliminate any mention of the MDGs in the development section of the summit’s outcome document, including the target of 0.7 per cent of gross national product in official development aid by developed countries to developing nations. 

“One of the great achievements of the Millennium Declaration was its success in focusing the world's attention on precise targets which, if achieved by 2015, would mark a real turn of the tide in our struggle against life-destroying poverty,” Mr. Annan told a General Assembly Core Group drawing up a draft outcome document for the 14-16 September summit, after breaking off his holiday yesterday to fly back to New York. 

“Since codified and widely endorsed by Member States as the 'Millennium Development Goals,' these targets form the basis of the great pact of mutual accountability between developed and developing countries, which was sealed at Monterey (meeting in which the US took part) two years ago,” he said of the targets that seek to halve extreme poverty and hunger, slash maternal and infant mortality, and increase access to health care, education, water and sanitation, all by 2015. 

“We are not yet on track to achieve them, but they have proved to be an unprecedented catalyst for global action. The challenge now is to put the bargain into effect. I believe the commitments outlined in your draft document would be a big step towards doing so,” he added. 

Asked by reporters after the meeting about the US position, Mr. Annan said: “I don't think anyone can remove it from the general public's perception of how we are moving ahead with development. And I'm not sure that the US is going to insist on that. I think they've made their point, but I'm not sure the other Member States would want to see the Millennium Development Goals dropped or, the worse, expunged from the document.” 

Mr. Annan, who spoke by invitation of General Assembly President Jean Ping to a session of the core negotiating group devoted to development and Secretariat and management reform, reminded delegates how important it was for the world that the summit have a successful outcome. 

“Failure would be a lost opportunity for all. The stakes are high. Very high,” he said of the summit, formally known as the High-Level Plenary Meeting of the General Assembly. 

“I have been following your negotiations on the draft outcome document, and I am glad to hear that, in some areas at least, you are now making good progress. I also hear that in other areas you are still divided, and in those I can only urge you to redouble your efforts,” he added. 

Mr. Annan devoted much of his speech to management reform, “an area where, by virtue of my office, I have a special interest,” he said, adding that he has been striving to reform UN management, with General Assembly help, ever since he became Secretary-General in 1997. 

He stressed that much had been achieved but recent revelations on Oil-for-Food mismanagement and the “disgraceful” misconduct in peacekeeping missions showed that more is needed. 

He mentioned reforms he is already carrying out where he has discretion, such as creation of an Ethics Office to oversee compliance with new financial disclosure requirements for senior staff, ensure whistleblower protection, develop mandatory ethics training for all staff and advise staff on ethical issues such as receiving gifts. 

“Yet I am convinced, Excellencies, that more far-reaching reforms are needed, which require the authority of the General Assembly,” he declared, referring to a review of rules on budgetary and human resources; an overview of all mandates older than five years; change in the UN's oversight structure, independent of the Secretary-General; and granting the Secretary-General authority and flexibility to redeploy posts and resources. 

“Let me be very clear that, while I would indeed welcome these provisions, I do not see them as offering me any kind of carte blanche to run the Organization on my own,” he said. 

“I would never ask you for that, and if I did you would be quite right to refuse. In fact, all I am asking for is authority to manage the Organization similar to that which my colleagues have in the Specialized Agencies,” he added. “I want the leeway to do my job properly, but the obligation always to come back to you when strategic decisions are needed.” 

Wild birds likely to spread potentially deadly bird flu far and wide - UN agency 
31 August - The deadly strain of bird flu that has hit several countries in Asia is likely to be carried over long distances along the flyways of wild water birds to the Middle East, Europe, South Asia and Africa, with the potential to trigger a global human pandemic, the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) warned today. 

“Avian influenza is an international problem that definitely needs a strong international response,” FAO Chief Veterinary Officer Joseph Domenech told a news conference at the agency’s headquarters in Rome. “FAO is concerned that poor countries in South-East Europe, where wild birds from Asia mingle with others from northern Europe, may lack the capacity to detect and deal with outbreaks of bird flu.” 

FAO called on affected countries and the world community to battle the virus at its origin, in poultry. “As long as the H5N1 virus circulates in poultry, humans continue to be at risk. This is why we have set up several regional networks in Asia to improve the cooperation between countries,” Mr. Domenech said, urging countries at risk to step up surveillance of domestic poultry and wild birds and to prepare national emergency plans. 

Close contacts between humans, domestic poultry and wildlife should be reduced and closely monitored. On farms and in markets, domestic birds should be strictly separated from wild animals to the greatest extent possible. Vaccinating poultry could also be considered in at-risk situations. 

Ever since the first human case of bird flu, linked to widespread poultry outbreaks in Viet Nam and Thailand, was reported in January last year, UN health officials have warned that the H5N1 virus could evolve into a global influenza pandemic if it mutates into a form which could transmit easily between people. 

The so-called Spanish flu pandemic of 1918-1920, unrelated to the present virus, is estimated to have killed from 20 million to 40 million people worldwide. Overall, there have been 112 reported human H5N1 cases, 57 of them fatal, all in South-East Asia. Some 140 million domestic birds have died or been culled in an effort to curb the spread. 

Birds flying from Siberia, where H5N1 has been recently detected, may carry the virus to the Caspian and Black Sea in the foreseeable future, FAO said. These regions and countries in the Balkans could become a potential gateway to central Europe for the virus. Bird migration routes also run across Azerbaijan, Iran, Iraq, Georgia, Ukraine and some Mediterranean countries, where bird flu outbreaks are possible, it added. 

India and Bangladesh, which currently seem to be uninfected, are also considered at risk. Bangladesh, and to a lesser extent India, harbour large numbers of domestic ducks and are situated along one of the major migratory routes. They have the potential to become new large endemic areas of infection, FAO warned. 

FAO and the inter-governmental World Animal Health Organization (OIE) have developed a strategy for the control of bird flu in Asia that will cost over $100 million to support surveillance, diagnosis and other control measures, including vaccination. So far, donors have pledged around $25 million in support of the strategy. 

With food prices rising and funds falling, UN seeks urgent aid for southern Africa 
31 August - Struggling to feed millions of people in Southern Africa and already facing a nearly $200 million funding shortfall, the United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) today voiced “serious concern” over soaring maize prices, which could deprive aid from all but a fraction of those who will need it. 

“The warning signs are already very clear. Massive international assistance is needed but we simply cannot respond in time unless we get immediate donations,” WFP Regional Director Mike Sackett said. “By raising the alarm now we are hoping that the international community will help us to reach millions of the hungry – before they become the continent’s next group of starving.” 

WFP now plans to provide food for at least 8.5 million people by the start of the lean season in December. But due to an immediate funding shortfall of $187 million for programmes in Lesotho, Malawi, Mozambique, Swaziland, Zambia and Zimbabwe, only a fraction of those who require assistance will receive it, the agency said. 

The situation in Southern Africa is considered so serious that in early August, Secretary General Kofi Annan wrote to 27 Heads of State, the European Commission and the African Development Bank to raise the alarm for urgent funding to “avert a catastrophe.” 

“The fact that prices are already rising dramatically months ahead of the lean season means that many people we assumed would be able to fend for themselves will need food aid earlier,” Mr. Sackett said. “It can take up to four months to move food to the region, so donations are needed urgently if we are to reach the neediest before the beginning of the lean season.” 

Yesterday, the UN launched an $88 million flash appeal for Malawi, where some 4.2 million people – 34 per cent of the population – face acute food shortages after the worst harvest in over a decade, compounded by significant production shortfalls over the last three years caused by erratic weather, the impact of HIV/AIDS on the chronically poor and a scarcity of fertilizer, leading to exorbitant prices. 

The Famine Early Warning Systems Network in Malawi says the average price of maize across 15 markets in southern Malawi rose by nearly 50 per cent between April and July, with one market recording a sharp hike of 71 per cent. In central Malawi, maize prices rose by an average of 21 per cent during the same period. 

Maize prices in Mozambique are mounting rapidly, up to 40 per cent higher than last year. The south harvested 43 per cent less cereals due to a prolonged dry spell and the outlook for the next harvest is also bleak, with water levels in all rivers at about 28 per cent of capacity. 

In Zambia WFP has only been able to provide food assistance to about 35 per cent of vulnerable people because of a lack of funding and in Zimbabwe, prices of basic commodities are increasing, placing maize, sugar, vegetable oil and other basic commodities beyond the reach of the most vulnerable households. 

Israel’s Gaza pullout must lead to West Bank, East Jerusalem exit – UN committee 
31 August - A United Nations committee on Palestinian rights has called for Israel’s withdrawal from Gaza to be followed by similar steps in the whole of the West Bank, including East Jerusalem, leading to a just and lasting solution of the Middle East conflict. 

“Although the decision of the Israeli Government to remove settlements from the Gaza Strip and parts of the northern West Bank was a unilateral one, it resulted in a resumption of direct security coordination between the parties,” the Bureau of the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People, said in a statement. 

“The Bureau of the Committee expresses the hope that the positive momentum gained as a result of the removal of settlements from the Gaza Strip and parts of the northern West Bank will be followed by similar steps in the rest of the West Bank, including East Jerusalem, and breathe new life into the political process, leading to a comprehensive, just and lasting solution of the question of Palestine and the exercise by the Palestinian people of its inalienable rights,” it added. 

It stressed that that the Gaza pull-out should be complete and irreversible, allowing the Palestinian Authority to exercise control over its borders, crossing points, sea and airspace, as well as guaranteeing an unhindered flow of people and goods into and out of Gaza. 

“The construction and operation of a seaport and an airport, as well as a permanent geographical link to the West Bank are absolutely vital for the Palestinian economy,” the bureau said, calling on the international donor community to live up to its commitments to provide necessary aid quickly and efficiently to revitalize Gaza’s economy. 

Iraq: UN pledges help following bridge tragedy in Baghdad 
31 August - The United Nations today pledged the world body’s full help following the “catastrophic loss of hundreds of lives” when a large number of pilgrims, many of them women and children, died in the crush of a crowd crossing a bridge over the Tigris River in Baghdad. 

In a statement issued at UN Headquarters in New York by his spokesman, Secretary-General Kofi Annan said he had learned “with great sadness of the human tragedy” and he expressed his deepest condolences to the Iraqi Government and to the families of the bereaved. 

A statement issued in Baghdad by Mr. Annan's Special Representative (SRSG) to Iraq, Ashraf Qazi, said: “The United Nations hopes that Iraqis will come to the aid of one another at these trying times, and maintain the kind of unity and calm that will help in heeling the wounds and overcoming this national tragedy. The UN is ready to provide all help possible to the Iraqi people.” 

Mr. Qazi expressed his “sympathy and solidarity with the Iraqi people at this time of national mourning over the catastrophic loss of hundreds of lives of Iraqi citizens, and the wounding of hundreds more, as they were conducting religious observances.” 

Security Council establishes UN integrated support team for Sierra Leone 

31 August - With the six-year-old United Nations peacekeeping mission in Sierra Leone set to close its doors in January, the Security Council today authorized the establishment of a follow-on UN integrated office to help achieve long-term stability and sustainable development as the West African country continues to recover from a bloody civil war during the 1990s. 

Acting on the request of Secretary-General Kofi Annan, the Council unanimously adopted a resolution to establish for one year, beginning on 1 January 2006, the UN Integrated Office in Sierra Leone (UNIOSIL), which will work closely with the Government to root out the causes of the conflict and promote consolidating peace by addressing deficits in governance, human rights observance and the rule of law. 

In his latest report this month, Mr. Annan said that although there had been significant progress in consolidating peace in Sierra Leone since the end of the conflict in January 2002, many challenges remained and strong support by the UN was needed to help the Government and people of the country address the “complex set of issues” that could hamper reconciliation and long-term development. 

The Council decided that the office of integrated national and international staff would also assist the Government of Sierra Leone in promoting a culture of peace, dialogue, and participation in critical national issues, including through building an independent and capable public radio capacity; and in developing initiatives for the protection and well-being of youth, women and children. 

It would also work with the Government towards building the capacity of the National Electoral Commission to conduct a free, fair and credible electoral process in 2007, enhancing good governance, transparency and accountability of public institutions, and developing a national action plan for human rights and establishing the national human rights commission. 

The Council also decided to request Mr. Annan to continue planning for security for the Special Court for Sierra Leone, which is mandated to try those “bearing the greatest responsibility for serious violations of international humanitarian and Sierra Leonean laws” committed in the territory of Sierra Leone since 30 November 1996. 

Annan expresses sympathy for Hurricane Katrina victims 
31 August - United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today expressed his sympathy for victims of Hurricane Katrina in the United States and extended condolences to those affected by the storm. 

In a statement issued by his spokesperson, the Secretary-General said he is deeply saddened by the loss of life and large-scale destruction wrought by Hurricane Katrina along the US Gulf Coast. He also extended condolences to all the victims and their families, it added. 

“I hope, in the coming weeks, all will be done to provide support for those who need it,” Mr. Annan said later at a press briefing. “There has to be effective coordination in these efforts. And I think efforts are being made to ensure that assets are in place and effective coordination is organized because without that, it is going to be very, very difficult to get urgent help to all those who need it, and to help them rebuild,” he said in response to a question. 

Earlier this week Sálvano Briceño, Director of the Secretariat of the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (ISDR), called for more systematic prevention and mitigation measures, noting that the devastation wrought by Hurricane Katrina and recent deadly floods in Central Europe and Switzerland prove that anyone can be affected, any day, anywhere by natural disaster. 

He also said that recent weather-rated catastrophes provide an opportune moment for the media to pass the message that it is important for all to be prepared in the future. 

Sudan reacts positively to future talks between Government and rebel Eastern Front 
31 August - A senior UN official met today with Sudanese Acting Foreign Minister Mustafa Osman Ismail and said the minister reacted positively to the idea of holding talks with the rebel Eastern Front, at a date to be determined, with the aim of finding a lasting solution to the eastern region’s problems. 

Principal Deputy Special Representative of the Secretary-General (PDSRSG) Tayé Zerihoun was lending the good offices of the UN Mission in Sudan (UNMIS) to persuade the two sides to agree on holding substantive peacebuilding talks. 

The eastern confrontation in what is the largest country in Africa is conducted separately from the rebellion by the Sudan People’s Liberation Army (SPLA) in the south, which has wound down after decades of civil strife, and also different from the ongoing clashes between Government-backed militia and the Sudanese Liberation Army (SLA) and the Justice and Equality Movement (JEM) in Darfur, in western Sudan. 

With regard to Darfur, Mr. Zerihoun met yesterday with the African Union (AU) mediator, former Organization for African Unity (OAU) head Salim Ahmed Salim, about the mid-September Sudanese talks. The sixth round of talks in Abuja, Nigeria, will focus on power-sharing, wealth-sharing and security arrangements, UNMIS said. 

It said attacks on commercial trucks, including those contracted by the UN mission, as well as looting and banditry in villages, have been increasing in Darfur. “This is an issue that is of great concern for the humanitarian community,” it said. 

Despite the insecurity, hundreds of villagers have been making short trips home to West Darfur during the rainy season to cultivate their land, despite claims by the Janjaweed Arab militia that the land now belongs to them, the UN High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR) said. 

The conflict in Darfur has completely changed the dynamics between African tribes and Arab nomadic tribes, it said. Nomads used to respect traditional agreements about the time of the year their herds were allowed to use the cultivated land for grazing. This agreement is no longer honoured and the nomads now destroy planted fields. 

Despite these tensions, small numbers of displaced people have returned for good to their villages in West Darfur. Out of 600,000 displaced villagers in the area, UNHCR estimates that 20,000 have returned to their homes permanently in the past 15 months. 

Meanwhile, de-mining operations earlier this month caused injuries and two amputations, it added. 

After recent heavy rains, malaria cases in North Darfur have increased to 800 per week from 300 per week two months ago, the UN World Health Organization (WHO) said. Security needed to be strengthened in areas controlled by the rebel Sudanese Liberation Army (SLA) to ensure safe passage throughout the area for health-care personnel, it said. 

Migrants in tsunami-hit Thai regions need more access to health services, says UN study 
31 August - Migrants living in areas affected by last year's tsunami need better access to maternal and child health services, family planning and information on preventing HIV infection, according to a United Nations-sponsored study. 

In communities of people from Myanmar in Phang-nga and Ranong provinces, one in four mothers delivers without a skilled birth attendant, 55 per cent of all infants are not receiving immunization, only half of all married women are using contraception, and half the adults surveyed have incorrect knowledge about how HIV is spread. One-third of the unmarried migrant men pay for sex without consistently using condoms, a UN Population Fund (UNFPA) survey showed. 

The survey of 700 migrants was conducted in June by Mahidol University’s Institute for Population and Social Research with funding from the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) and the UNFPA. 

UNFPA said the findings confirm the need for mobile health clinics and health education campaigns such as those being run in both migrant and Thai communities in Krabi, Phang-nga, Phuket and Ranong by the World Vision Foundation of Thailand and provincial public health offices with UNFPA support. World Vision employs Burmese-speaking medical staff to serve migrants and is training a cadre of health volunteers to do community outreach. 

Migrant workers play essential roles in the region’s fishing and construction industries and on rubber plantations. Several migrant communities were hit hard by the 26 December tsunami. While many migrants returned to Myanmar immediately after the disaster, there has since been a steady influx of new workers. 

Fewer than half the migrants studied were legally registered, and therefore entitled to the same affordable universal health care coverage as Thai citizens. Those not registered reportedly avoid public clinics and hospitals due to the cost and fear of deportation. Health workers say this is an important problem, as mobile clinics must refer seriously ill patients to hospitals. 

The Fund is also supporting an effort by the Thai Red Cross AIDS Research Centre to reduce the spread of HIV/AIDS and other sexually transmitted infections in the affected areas, by promoting safer sexual behaviours and social marketing of condoms, it added. 

UN women’s fund promotes decent work for the working poor 
31 August - With the informal sector providing the major employment for women worldwide, the United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM) today called on Governments to improve the sector as they calculate progress towards the reduction of poverty in the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). 

“We can’t look at poverty without looking at feminized poverty,” UNIFEM Executive Director Noeleen Heyzer said as she introduced to journalists the fund’s latest report, “Progress of World’s Women 2005: Women, Work and Poverty,” prepared for the UN World Summit next month. 

Many governments base political decisions in the economic sphere on the male as head of the household and fail to invest in areas where women are working, with the result that women’s meagre informal sector earnings cannot lift families out of poverty without other sources of income, she said. 

Progress 2005 provides the latest data on the size and composition of the informal economy in different regions and compares official national data on average earnings and poverty risk in informal and formal workforces in several countries. It makes the case that unless women's economic security is strengthened, progress towards the MDGs will be limited. 

Ms. Heyzer said the working poor make up a significant number of those in informal employment, but the women among them are concentrated further down the chain of quality and security and have fewer opportunities for the education, training and credit that could help them find better, safer means of income. 

In addition, in virtually all countries and traditions of the world, working at unpaid care in the household and community puts demands on women's time and limits the kind of employment they can take up, she said, giving health care as an example. 

"When you have a situation where health-care systems break down because countries are not able to invest in their healthcare system, or you have a situation of high cases of, say, HIV/AIDS, you find that women are brought out and they become the health-care system,” she said. 

Rather than formalizing informal work as economies grow, the report says, work is moving from formal to informal, from regulated to unregulated, with workers losing job security, along with medical and other benefits, and working in conditions that are frequently unhealthy and unsafe. 

Informal employment accounts for 50 to 80 per cent of total non-agricultural employment in developing countries, with the percentage rising if agriculture is included, while in the rich, developed world, self-employment, part-time and temporary work comprise about 20 to 30 per cent of total employment, the report adds. 

It is not enough to have governments or workers’ organizations, civil society or the multilateral system take on the agenda of poverty eradication, Ms. Heyzer said. “The private sector corporations also have to take greater responsibility for the kinds of jobs that they generate” and codes of conduct must be subject to “social auditing,” she said. 

The report recommends increasing the assets, access and competitiveness of the working poor, both self-employed and wage-employed, improving their terms of trade in the global marketplace, and securing for them appropriate legal and social protection and rights. Women's informal work should also be made visible through gender-sensitive, disaggregated national labour statistics, it says. 

African traditional medicine could contribute to HIV prevention – UN 
31 August - Traditional health practitioners who have strong advisory roles and influence on community behaviour in Africa could contribute significantly to HIV prevention efforts on the continent, the United Nations World Health Organization (WHO) said today. 

In view of the fact that this year's theme for African Traditional Medicine Day is focused on integrating prevention efforts into traditional and everyday life, the traditional healers will be crucial in promoting behaviours to stop the spread of HIV infections such as safe birthing practices, the use of condoms, and sensitizing people to the importance on voluntary testing, a WHO statement said. 

It said traditional health practicioners could also play a key role in preventing HIV infection through discouraging practices such as skin piercing, child and sexual abuse. 

Sub-Saharan Africa is the worst HIV/AIDS-affected region in the world, with 75 per cent of all people living with HIV/AIDS. In 2004, an estimated 3.2 million new cases of HIV infection occurred in the region. 

Ministers of health adopted the African Regional Strategy on Traditional Medicine in 2000. It was endorsed by the Heads of State and Government who, in 2001, declared the period 2001-2010 as the Decade of African Traditional Medicine. 

UNESCO chief condemns killing of journalist in Baghdad 
31 August - The head of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) condemned the killing of Reuters engineer Walled Khaled in Baghdad on 28 August and the wounding of his colleague Haider Kadhem, and he urged authorities to remember that journalists should be allowed to operate freely. 

“I trust that the ongoing U.S. investigation will explain the circumstances of events fully and pave the way for improvements in the future,” UNESCO Director-General Koïchiro Matsuura said in a statement issued in Paris today. 

“It is paramount that all those willing to help establish democracy in Iraq be mindful of the right of the media to exercise their profession freely,” he added. 

Local communities need to control local resources to defeat poverty – UN report
31 August - Challenging conventional approaches in the war on poverty, a new United Nations-backed report today stressed the urgent need to look beyond aid projects, debt relief and trade reform and focus on local natural resources to address the crisis in all parts of the globe. 

UN Environment Programme (UNEP) executive director Klaus Toepfer called the report, World Resources 2005: The Wealth of the Poor: Managing Ecosystems to Fight Poverty, “essential reading for any world leader serious about defeating poverty” at next month's summit meeting at UN Headquarters in New York. 

“In the past the environment has been viewed as something like a Hermes silk tie or a Gucci handbag – a luxury only affordable when all other issues have been resolved,” he said. 

“But this World Resources Institute (WRI) report… overturns this myth and underlines in graphic detail the importance of ‘nature’s’ natural capital alongside financial and human capital,” he added. 

The study is the 11th in a series of biennial reports on global environment and governance issues published jointly by UNEP, the UN Development Programme (UNDP), the World Bank, and the environmental think tank WRI. 

It finds that environmental organizations have not addressed poverty and development groups have not considered the environment enough in the past. The model presented in the report details how natural resources – soils, forests, water, fisheries – managed at the local level are frequently the most effective means for the world’s rural poor people to create wealth for themselves. 

“I would urge Presidents and Prime Ministers to make this WRI report… indispensable parts of their pre-Summit reading,” Mr Toepfer said of the gathering of more than an estimated 170 heads of state on 14-16 September to discuss UN reforms and take stock of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). 

“I am sure that the conclusions will suggest to them, as they do to me, fresh, imaginative, sensible and truly sustainable approaches to the pressing development issues of the day,” he added. The MDGs seek to halve extreme poverty and hunger, slash maternal and infant mortality, and increase access to health care, education, water and sanitation, all by 2015. 

In case studies cited in the report to demonstrate how local stewardship of nature can be a powerful means of fighting poverty, the Tanzanian Government gave control over restoring 700,000 acres of denuded forests and grazing lands to local Sukuma people, who now have higher household incomes, better diets, as well as increased populations of tree, bird and mammal species. 

In another example the Government of Fiji gave Ucunivanua villagers control of clam beds and coastal waters. Thanks to local restrictions placed on fishing, mangrove lobster and harvestable clam populations have increased dramatically. In India, community control over the watershed has led to a nearly six-fold increase in the cash value of crops grown in Darewadi Village. 

“Community stewardship of local resources should be a critical element of any poverty-reduction model,” UNDP energy and environment official Olav Kjørven said. “With greater income from the environment – call it ‘environmental income’ – poor families experience better nutrition and health, and begin to accumulate wealth. In other words, they begin the journey out of poverty.” 

WRI President, Jonathan Lash said traditional assumptions about addressing poverty treat the environment “almost as an afterthought,” while World Bank vice president of sustainable development Ian Johnson warned: “We need to stop thinking of the environment as a passive element. It is a fundamental part of community-based decision making.” 

UN, China agree to cooperate on civil and political rights program 
31 August - The United Nations human rights office today said that it and China signed a memorandum of understanding designed to help that country implement recommendations on economic, social and cultural rights and at facilitating its ratification of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. 

The agreement, signed by UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Louise Arbour and China’s Assistant Foreign Minister Shen Goufang, covers projects to assist China find alternative penalty measures to imprisonment and help the country revise its criminal law procedure, while facilitating civil society capacity building. 

The Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) said the agreement should also help to incorporate human rights education into the curricula of primary and secondary schools, universities and public servant education, and help authorities as they study the establishment of a national human rights institution. 

OHCHR has been engaged in dialogue with China since 1998 when both signed a “memorandum of intent”. A first “memorandum of understanding”, setting a cooperation programme in motion, was concluded in September 2000. 

During her visit to China, which is scheduled to last through 2 September, Ms. Arbour also met with non-government organization (NGO) representatives, including the China Society for Human Rights Studies, China Disabled People’s Federation, Beijing Children’s Legal Air Fund and Research Center, the Beijing Bar Association and the Women’s Law Research and Service Center of Beijing University Law School. 

UN official says Côte d’Ivoire nationals must take ownership of peace process 
31 August - The peace process in the Côte d’Ivoire has moved from globalization, with United Nations involvement, to Africanization, with African Union (AU) mediation, and now Ivorians must take responsibility for nationalizing the next steps, the head of the UN peacekeeping mission in the West African country said today. 

Speaking to journalists after he briefed the Security Council, Special Representative of the Secretary-General (SRSG) Pierre Schori said, “The Ivorians themselves must now take real responsibilities,” jump-starting the next phase by persuading the major rebel group controlling the north, the Forces Nouvelles (FE), to prepare for disarmament and dismantling the militia in the Government-controlled south. 

Replying to a question about the future of AU mediator South Africa, Mr. Schori, head of the UN Operation in Côte d’Ivoire (UNOCI), said the statement put out yesterday by Pretoria had created confusion, but that South Africa would continue with the mediation or would help implement the Pretoria Agreement and Declaration of 29 June. 

The general sense in Pretoria was that South Africa had done what it was supposed to do, which was to negotiate with all the parties and persuade them to sign on to the road map to peace and if the Ivorians did not take their responsibilities, the international community needed to use stronger measures. 

The South Africans themselves had experienced moving to peace and democracy, but had not witnessed that kind of movement from the Ivorians, Mr. Schori said. “This is a country that shouldn’t be where it is,” but the parties met only when invited by outsiders and never took the initiative to sit down to talk. 

The UN High Representative for the elections was leaving UN Headquarters for Côte d’Ivoire on Monday and would hold bilateral talks with all the parties to get their suggestions on what had to be done after the FN and other opposition factions said the 30 October election date was no longer valid. 

Mr. Schori said he was more interested in the steps to be taken to hold the elections than in the dates set. All parties had to be represented in the Independent Electoral Commission (IEC), the FN had finally nominated six members and other parties had to do the same. 

Meanwhile, the monthly report on human rights across the country made "grim reading" because of the absence of the rule of law, the daily harassment of people and the feeling of insecurity. He said he had not seen any city with so many Kalashnikovs as Abidjan, the country’s major commercial hub. 

UNOCI announced from Abidjan that Corporal Radi Aziz of Morocco, who succumbed to his injuries in the rebel stronghold, Bouaké, today, became the sixth soldier to die since the mission was deployed in April of last year. He received blows and stab wounds from unidentified assailants and an investigation has been launched, it said. 

Mr. Schori said Government forces, FANCI, and the “Jeunes Patriotes” militia had adopted a new strategy of taking unarmed civilians as human shields as they stopped UNOCI patrols, contributing to the insecurity of the peacekeepers whose cars were sometimes stoned, he said. 

The rumours about possible coups and foreign infiltrations also contributed to the feeling of insecurity, he said. 

Somalia: UN-backed project registers 57,000 out-of-school children in Puntland 
31 August - In only two months, some 57,000 out-of-school children in northeast Somalia have been registered -- by youngsters their own age -- in a United Nations-sponsored initiative to get children in the war-torn country involved in the Back to School campaign. 

Conceived as part of an advocacy and social mobilization strategy to boost enrolment in the Campaign, the core aim of the initiative was to find out the number of primary school age children (6-14 years) who are out of school in Puntland. Through its findings, the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and partners will explore opportunities to provide education to the children. 

The idea of child-to-child registration arose out of consultations between UNICEF and the Puntland Ministry of Education, women’s, youth and student associations, school mentors, community education committee mobilizers, and international and national non-governmental organizations (NGOs). 

The initiative in Puntland targeted Bossaso, Gardo, Galkaio, Garowe, Burtinle and Goldogob towns and six villages - Wa’iye, Dangoraio, Hafun, Bargaal, Bursalah and Ballidhidin. So far, the registration has been taken place in Bossaso, Gardo, Garowe, Galkaio, Hafun and Dangoraio. 

Boys comprise 57,000 out-of-school children registered, and 43.5% are girls. With nearly 450 settlements in Puntland it is estimated that between 150,000 and 200,000 children are out of school. 

According to UNICEF, the child-to-child initiative has highlighted several important lessons, including that students can be effective in carrying out data collection and enrolment campaigns, that data obtained gives a realistic picture. Before the campaign the perception was that out-of-school children were few in urban areas, the number of boys and girls who are out of school was equally significant and emphasis should be on getting both girls and boys to school in equal measure. 

UNICEF will continue to undertake advocacy and social mobilization campaigns to sensitize parents on the importance of educating their children. Similar activities will be organized in collaboration with communities in Bossaso, Garowe and Galkaio. 

New film highlights plight of world’s poor children - UN 
31 August - A new film being shown at the 62nd Venice Biennale Film Festival puts the spotlight on the problems of illiteracy, hunger, exploitation and, sometimes, being caught up in wars now faced by the world’s millions of poor children, United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) said today. 

The film, “All the Invisible Children,” tells the stories of “faceless, nameless childhood” and is the product of an initiative supported by the Italian Development Cooperation Ministry of Foreign Affairs in favour of the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and WFP. 

The project was put together by eight major directors – Medhi Charef, Emir Kusturica, Spike Lee, Katia Lund, Jordan Scott and Ridley Scott, Stefano Veneruso and John Woo -- with performances by Tina Turner and composer Elisa, WFP said. 

It said the film would also support a project “in favor of children and designed to fight child malnutrition in Africa.” 
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DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESPERSON FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Marie Okabe, Deputy Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

**Today’s Guest
Noeleen Heyzer, Executive Director of the UN Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM) will be joining us in a few minutes to launch the third edition of the series “Progress of the World’s Women”.
**SG Speaks to General Assembly Core Group
The Secretary-General, as we announced yesterday, has interrupted his vacation.  He spoke by invitation of General Assembly President Ping in a session of the core negotiating group devoted to development and Secretariat and management reform this morning.

In his remarks, which are available upstairs, he reminded delegates how important it is for the world that the Summit have a successful outcome.  “The stakes are high.  Very high.”

He stressed the value of the Millennium Development Goals as “the basis of the great pact of mutual accountability between developed and developing countries, which was sealed at Monterey” and as “an unprecedented catalyst for global action”.

Thereafter, his speech was devoted to management reform, “an area where, by virtue of my office, I have a special interest”.  He reminded delegates that he has been striving to reform UN management, with their help, ever since he became Secretary-General.  Much has been achieved but recent revelations on the “oil-for-food” programme and misconduct in peacekeeping operations show that more is needed.

He first referred to reforms he is already carrying out in areas where he has discretion, including creation of an ethics office to oversee compliance with new financial disclosure requirements for senior staff, ensure whistleblower protection, develop mandatory ethics training for all staff and advise staff on ethical issues such as receiving gifts.

Then he dealt with four issues which require decisions by Member States.  The need for a review of rules on budgetary and human resources, in light of the “transformation” of the Secretariat over the last 15 years, during which Member States have required it “to undertake a far wider range of operations than in the past”.

The need for an overview of all mandates older than five years.  The Secretariat cannot undertake new tasks within the existing budget “without clearly prioritizing the Organization’s mandates, and deciding which old ones should be discontinued to make room for new ones that are considered more urgent”.

The need for change in the UN’s oversight structure, and in particular to make it independent of the Secretary-General by creating a new expert body -- the “independent oversight advisory committee” appointed by the General Assembly -- to make professional recommendations for the OIOS budget each year without being dependent on input from the Secretariat.  The Secretary-General said this would be modelled on arrangements already used in Member States such as South Africa, Philippines, Indonesia and the United Kingdom.

And finally, the need for the Secretary-General to be given the authority and flexibility to redeploy posts and resources.  He stressed he was not asking for or expecting “any kind of carte blanche to run the Organization on my own”, but similar powers to those of heads of specialized agencies.  “I want the leeway to do my job properly, but the obligation always to come back to you when strategic decisions are needed.”

He concluded by saying he hoped for a balanced outcome from the Summit which would justify heads of State and government coming to New York -- “an outcome of which they can be proud”.

The Secretary-General then answered, or is answering, questions from the delegates.  He was still in there as I came down.

The Secretary-General is planning to speak to you, to the press, around 2:30 in the Secretariat Lobby stakeout microphone area, and we’ll let you know when that time becomes more precise.

**SG Statement on Baghdad Bridge Tragedy
I have a couple of statements, one on Iraq.

“The Secretary-General has learned with great sadness of the human tragedy that took place today in Baghdad when a large number of pilgrims, many of them women and children, died in the crush of a crowd crossing a bridge over the Tigris River.

“The Secretary-General expresses his deepest condolences to the Government of Iraq and to the families of the bereaved.”

We also have a statement from the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Iraq, Ashraf Qazi, and that’s available for you upstairs.

**SG Statement on Hurricane Katrina
In a statement on Hurricane Katrina:

“The Secretary-General is deeply saddened by the loss of life and large-scale destruction wrought by Hurricane Katrina along the United States Gulf Coast.  He extends his sincere condolences to all the victims and their families.”

**Security Council
The Security Council held a closed meeting on Côte d’Ivoire this morning, at which the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for that country, Pierre Schori, briefed.  The meeting is still under way and will be followed by an open meeting on Sierra Leone.

And a reminder that Mr. Schori will be here in Room 226 to take your questions around 1 o’clock.

**Human Rights Chief , China Sign Agreement
The Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights reports that Louise Arbour, the High Commissioner for Human Rights, today signed an agreement with the Chinese Foreign Ministry aimed at helping China implement recommendations on economic, social and cultural rights.

According to the agreement, the United Nations will assist China in finding alternative penalty measures to imprisonment and help the country revise its criminal procedure law.  It will also foster the incorporation of human rights education into the curricula of Chinese schools and help in the establishment of a national human rights institution.

Ms. Arbour will remain in China through Friday and a press release is upstairs with more details on her visit.

**FAO
And we have a press release from the Food and Agriculture Organization today, which reports that it is concerned that migratory birds could bring avian flu to the Middle East, Europe, South Asia and Africa.

You can read more about that upstairs.

**WFP
And the World Food Programme says it is working to provide food for at least 8.5 million people in southern Africa by the start of the lean season in December.

We have more on that.

**UNESCO Condemns Killing of Media Worker in Iraq
And UNESCO has issued a press release deploring the killing of the Reuters engineer in Baghdad on 28 August and the wounding of his colleague.

**Payment of UN Dues
Finally, the arrival of a cheque from Mongolia today brings to 109 the number of Member States who are paid up in full.

**General Assembly Discussions Continue
And as I mentioned to you at the beginning of the briefing, discussions are continuing in the General Assembly Core Group and sub-groups on the draft outcome document on UN reform for the Summit.  The Core Group today heard from the sub-groups on development and management reform, as well as from the Secretary-General, as you just heard.

And during the course of the day, there will also be separate meetings of the sub-groups on terrorism, the Human Rights Council, the Peacebuilding Commission, and responsibility to protect civilians from genocide and other crimes against humanity.

**Press Briefing Tomorrow
And to flag for you a briefing tomorrow, at 12:30 here, or immediately after the Briefing, Inspector Phyllis Moore of Headquarters Security and Safety Service, together with Gary Fowlie, Chief of the Media Accreditation and Liaison Unit, will be in this room to brief you on logistical and security arrangements during the World Summit, which runs from 14 to 16 September, and the general debate, which begins on the 17th and ends on the 27th.

And that’s what I have for you.  I see that Ms. Heyzer has just joined us.  She is here to launch a new report.  Before I turn to her, do you have questions for me?

**Questions and Answers
Question:  One of the criticisms of the United Nations has been that it is a bloated bureaucracy.  With the speech you just announced... the Secretary-General creating one office after... there’s an ethics office, there’s an accountability office, there’s an oversight office and then there’s this protection of whistleblower’s office and on and on... don’t you think bureaucracy, instead of being consolidated, is being expanded, and it will be more bloated than ever before?

Deputy Spokesman:  I think you need to look at the incentives behind the creation of these offices, if indeed there are additional offices.  But I think I’d like you to read the entirety of the SG’s remarks upstairs that I think explains very well the reasons behind the need for these new initiatives.

Question:  (inaudible)... the functions of bodies overlapping and so forth.  Will there be an exercise to consolidate them at one point or another?

Deputy Spokesman:  This is something he has just outlined in a closed session today.  I simply was flagging to you some of the main points, the main areas in UN management, which the Secretary-General wanted to flag as priority areas.  As for the details of how it’s going to be staffed, function, etc., I think that’s a subject for later discussion.

If there are no further questions for me, I’d like to turn the floor over to Ms. Heyzer.




	


            UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





� HYPERLINK "UN" ��UN News Centre� : Local communities need to control local resources to defeat poverty – UN report


� HYPERLINK "ENS" ��ENS -� Depletion of Ozone Layer Leveling Off


� HYPERLINK "Antiguason" ��Antiguason.com:� Caribbean urged to do more to protect coastlines


� HYPERLINK "IPS" ��IPS: DEVELOPMENT�:Connecting Nature, Power and Poverty


� HYPERLINK "Yubanet" ��YubaNet:� Major Report Stresses Natural Resources as Path Out of Poverty


� HYPERLINK "Islamic" ��Islamic Republic News Agency�: Local communities need to control local resources to defeat poverty: UN


� HYPERLINK "Earth" ��Earth Vision� :  Major Report Stresses Natural Resources as Path out of Poverty


� HYPERLINK "BBC" ��BBC� : Apes 'extinct in a generation' 


� HYPERLINK "Guardian" ��The Guardian� :  Scientists find missing links in chimp genome


� HYPERLINK "Reuters" ��Reuters:� New atlas highlights plight of world's great apes


� HYPERLINK "Monday" ��Monday Morning:� Southern marshes nearly half-restored


� HYPERLINK "IPS" ��IPS:� CUBA: Success in Biological Clean-Up for Oil Spills


� HYPERLINK "Tech" ��Tech Central Station� : Katrina and Disgusting Exploitation


� HYPERLINK "Hass" ��Hasselfeldt:� Umweltpolitik der SPD - nicht mehr als ein weißer Fleck
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