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Reclaiming an Iraqi Eden 

Saddam Hussein turned a thriving marshland into a poisoned desert. Can it be restored? 

By Fred Pearce, Globe Correspondent, 4/1/2003 

PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT=I"
It
  has been 10 years since Saddam Hussein began draining the vast bulrush marshes of southern Iraq - home of the Marsh Arabs and sometimes described as the original Garden of Eden. Now, as war brings hope that Saddam will soon be gone, wetland scientists around the world are joining with Iraqi exiles in the United States to plan the rehabilitation of the marshes. 

The project, which has been discussed only in outline by scientists so far, would be the largest and most ambitious recovery of a wetland ever attempted. It might cost tens of millions of dollars or more, but could be a model for reviving many other natural water reservoirs as the world staves off growing water shortages.

Watching TV images of US forces crossing the desert of southern Iraq in recent days, few will have realized that until a decade ago, most of the land between Basra and the Euphrates bridges at Nasiriyah was marshland. It was covered in lakes and a network of waterways hemmed in by huge banks of bulrushes and reed beds.

This strange, enclosed world, watered by the great Tigris and Euphrates rivers, was home to a flourishing ecosystem twice the size of the Everglades in Florida. It sustained fisheries, large populations of birds, and rare animals such as the smooth-coated otter. Herds of water buffalo have grazed in the region for most of the 5,000 years that the Madan, or Marsh Arabs, lived among the reeds.

Hussein changed all that in 1993 and 1994, when he constructed huge canals to divert the rivers away from the marshes to drain them. Their loss is ''a major ecological disaster, comparable to the deforestation of Amazonia,'' said Klaus Toepfer, director of the UN Environment Program, or UNEP.

Hussein argued it would reclaim land for agriculture, but most agree his real aim was to empty the marshes of the Madan, who had risen up against him in the months after the last Gulf War. In that, he succeeded. The Madan now are scattered across the Middle East, and their homeland is a salt-encrusted desert, dotted with burnt-out villages and poisoned with pesticides that Saddam poured into the marshes to kill any remaining life.

US troops perhaps can be thankful to Saddam as they drive north. He drained their route to Baghdad. But they have been hampered by the huge sand storms blowing up in the desert left behind by Saddam's engineers.

Now thoughts are turning to remaking the marshes. This potential peace dividend is the brainchild of Azzam Alwash, an Iraqi engineer who, as a boy 30 years ago, went duck-shooting with his father on the marshes. He has since settled in California, where, with his wife, Suzie, he has assembled a team of wetlands ecologists, hydrologists and engineers to advise on a marsh rehabilitation project they call Eden Again. The team aims to report its findings in the next two weeks.

Meanwhile, Alwash also has garnered support from the US State Department and UNEP, and hopes for funds from the World Bank's Global Environment Facility. He is talking now to leaders of the Madan in exile in Iran, and hopes the final piece will fall into place if a new Iraqi government embraces the scheme.

Recreating the marshes will not be easy, Alwash acknowledged. ''The one thing we can't do is just plug up Saddam's canals and let the water flow back into the marshes.'' The desiccated soil now is too fragile for that, he said. For one thing, it's caked in salt. The former freshwater marshes could be poisoned forever if saline water were allowed to fill their depressions in the first flush. 

Tom Crisman, director of the University of Florida's Center for Wetlands, is a veteran of wetlands rehabilitation projects around the world. ''The job can be done,'' he said, ''but it will have to be a phased approach, starting with small demonstration areas near the main rivers and then working into the center of the marshes.''

The marshlands are composed of three distinct areas - the Hawr Al Hammar marshes south of the Euphrates, a large complex of permanent lakes and marshland between the Euphrates and Tigris, and the Al-Hawizeh marshes stretching east from the Tigris into Iran. 

Most of the marsh that has survived is in the eastern Al-Hawizeh region, fed by the Karkeh River from Iran. But even that has partly dried up in the past three years, since Iran started filling a reservoir on the Karkeh.

According to Hassan Partow at UNEP, another technical adviser to the project, lakes that were permanent features in the region as recently as 2000 are now ''a landscape of parched marsh beds, withering reeds and sterile salt flats.'' At the present rate of decline, he said, ''the remaining marshes are likely to disappear altogether within the next three to five years.''

''The Al-Hawizeh marshes are probably the last surviving habitat for many of the plant, animal and fish species of the marshes,'' said Mike Evans, an ecologist from Birdlife International in the United Kingdom. Recolonizing the remainder of the marshes will be much harder if they disappear.

The first priority, he said, must be to recreate the permanent freshwater lakes. These lakes once contained most of the marshes' rarest species. ''You need a good depth of clear, unpolluted water for submerged vegetation to regrow.''

Will there be enough water? Partow said that in the past decade less water has been flowing down the Tigris and Euphrates. By some estimates, Turkish dams on the headwaters of the Tigris and Euphrates have cut flows by 20 percent. And, perhaps more damaging, they have eliminated the peak spring floods that inundated the widest areas of marsh. 

With more dams being built all the time, Partow said, ''the whole region is in a water crisis.'' His bosses at UNEP are quietly pressing the countries sharing the rivers - Iraq, Turkey, Syria and Iran - to agree to a water-sharing treaty, once the war is over. Upstream countries like Turkey and Iran should release water from their dams in the spring to mimic the natural flood flows that once filled the marshes, UNEP has stated. 

But the signs are not good. During a World Water Forum in Japan last month, Turkey was notably hostile to proposals encouraging governments to sign international river treaties. 

In practice, if Iraq wants to re-create the marshes, it may have to go ahead with what water it has. ''Even with the present amount, it should be possible to do a lot,'' Partow said. ''The key is to reestablish some flows of fresh water through the main marsh areas. After that, there may be a choice between creating one large shallow saline wetland and sealing off some salty areas to create smaller areas of fresher water.''

Will Iraq want to set aside water from the rivers for the marshes? Crisman is not sure. ''It will be a hard sell. We have to show that the marshes are economically valuable as well as ecologically and culturally important.'' 

But Alwash said he believes that political pressure, and the return of the Madan after the war, may make it happen. ''I used to go hunting and picnicking on the marshes every week with my father. You could travel by boat for hundreds of miles from my home town of Nasiriyah then. My dream is that one day soon I will be able to go again - with my own children.''

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Greenwire

April 1, 2003 Tuesday

Iraq: pollution causing enviro threat -- U.N.

      BODY:

      The war in Iraq is causing environment and health threats with toxic smoke polluting the air and sewage polluting the  water, the United Nations Environment Programme said yesterday.

      Fewer than 10 oil well fires have burned since the war's  outset and most of the fires have been extinguished. But UNEP said satellite data showed large quantities of toxic smoke  resulting from the remaining burning wells, bomb-ignited fires and fires in trenches. 

      "The black smoke that we see on television and in satellite pictures contains dangerous chemicals that can cause immediate  harm to human beings -- particularly children and people with  respiratory problems -- and pollute the region's natural  ecosystems," said Klaus Toepfer, director of UNEP.

      Smoke from oil fires contains a range of contaminants such as sulfur, mercury, dioxins and furans, UNEP said. Michael  McCally, a professor of public health and preventive medicine at Oregon Health and Science University, said Iraqi children are   most at risk, but U.S. troops in the region also face potential

      immediate and long-term health risks. He said the pollution  would be similar to that experienced by rescue workers at the  World Trade Center after the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks.

      The fires are still fewer than in the 1991 Persian Gulf War. Iraqi President Saddam Hussein ordered troops to dump  millions of barrels of Kuwaiti oil and to torch more than 600 active wells in the 1991 war. For nine months during and after  the 1991 Gulf War, well fires raged across the Kuwaiti desert.  The fires emitted between 1 and 2 million tons of carbon dioxide daily, a massive increase in greenhouse gases many feared would  advance global climate change. The late scientist Carl Sagan went so far as to predict "a nuclear winter." Sagan's doomsday  prediction never materialized, however, as fire fighters

      extinguished the blazes quicker than expected (Greenwire, March  21).

      UNEP said satellite images of the Persian Gulf have also shown a change in color of the water at the mouth of the Tigris  and Euphrates rivers, indicating a significant increase in  phytoplankton, which is probably the cause of an increase in the dumping of sewage (Joan Lowy, Scripps Howard/Seattle Post

      Intelligencer, April 1).

      UNEP said millions of people could be exposed to toxic smoke and other hazards as the war intensified.

      UNEP has not monitored smoke on the ground but has used satellite images and television coverage (Joseph B. Verrengia,   AP/San Jose Mercury News, April 1). -- AAF

_________________________________________________________________________________________

War leaves increased pollution in its wake

By JOAN LOWY

Scripps Howard News Service

March 31, 2003 

- The war in Iraq has spewed toxic pollutants into the air and led to more raw sewage in rivers and canals, creating a potentially serious health threat in the region, the U.N. Environment Program said Monday. 

While there have been less than 10 oil well fires since the start of the war - most of those are out - the remaining burning wells combined with oil-filled trenches and bomb-ignited fires in Baghdad are generating huge quantities of toxic smoke, according to an analysis of satellite data by the environment program. 

"The black smoke that we see on television and in satellite pictures contains dangerous chemicals that can cause immediate harm to human beings - particularly children and people with respiratory problems - and pollute the region's natural ecosystems," said Klaus Toepfer, director of the environment program. 

Smoke from oil fires contains a range of contaminants such as sulfur, mercury, dioxins and furans, the program said. Satellite images reveal that smoke plumes from the Rumaila oil fields near Basra in southern Iraq have weakened over the past several days, "but continue to threaten inhabited areas with smog," the program said. 

As bombing takes its toll on industrial facilities in Baghdad, the likelihood for the release of dangerous pollutants increases, said Pekka Haavisto, who oversaw the program's assessments of war-related environmental damage in the Balkans and Afghanistan. 

"Often very ordinary chemical industries, oil refineries, plastic factories or even paint shops can include toxic materials which if released can be very hazardous," Haavisto said. 

While Iraqi children are most at risk, there are also potential immediate and long-term health risks for U.S. troops in the region, said Dr. Michael McCally, a professor of public health and preventive medicine at Oregon Health and Science University. 

The degree of pollution exposure is probably similar to that experienced by rescue workers at the World Trade Center in New York after 9/11, McCally said. 

Satellite images show a sharp change in color of the water in the Persian Gulf near the Shatt al-Arab estuary at the mouth of the Tigris and Euphrates rivers, according to the environment program. 

U.N. analysts believe the color change indicates a significant increase in phytoplankton - minute aquatic plants - that is probably caused by an escalation in the dumping of raw sewage into rivers and canals that flow out to sea. 

Wastewater and garbage from the unusually large number of ships in the area are also likely to contribute to phytoplankton blooms, which deplete oxygen in the water. In the past, plankton blooms in shallow waters such as the Kuwait Bay have led to large die-offs of fish, the program said. 

McCally, who was part of a public health assessment team that visited Iraq in January, said the greatest pollution threat to human health is from diseases associated with contaminated drinking water and open sewage like typhoid and cholera. 

Even before the war, Iraq's water and sewage infrastructure was in severe disrepair, McCally said. Electric power disruptions further worsened the problem, causing pumping stations to frequently shut down, he said. 

"People were drinking water from puddles in the street," McCally said. "It was horrible. Our assessment was the place was essentially one big refugee camp." 

On the Net: www.unep.org 

Joan Lowy is a reporter for Scripps Howard News Service. E-mail LowyJ(at)shns.co

________________________________________________________________________________________

Washington File (1 April 2003)

UNEP Says Smoke from Burning Oil Creates Health Risks in Iraq
           (U.N. agency monitoring environmental consequences of conflict) (840)

           The United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) says satellite images reveal that toxic smoke plumes from the Rumailah oil fields in  southern Iraq fired by Iraqis to deter coalition forces have weakened

           over the past several days but continue to threaten inhabited areas  with smog.

           UNEP, which is monitoring events in Iraq in an effort to identify  potential environmental risks, said in a March 31 press release that  three of the seven oil wells originally set on fire in southern Iraq

           near Basra are still burning, and toxic fumes are also emanating from  oil-filled trenches and bomb-ignited fires in Baghdad. Smoke from oil  fires contains contaminants such as sulphur, mercury, dioxins and  furans.

           "The black smoke that we see on television and in satellite pictures contains dangerous chemicals that can cause immediate harm to human  beings -- particularly children and people with respiratory problems -- and pollute the region's natural ecosystems," said UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer. He added that there is an urgent need to monitor air quality in the affected areas.

           UNEP is currently conducting a study to gather data and information on the Iraq environment that will facilitate any future field  investigations aimed at identifying pollution "hotspots" threatening

           human health and the environment. Funding for environment-related activities has been included in the U.N.'s recent $2,200-million appeal for emergency assistance to Iraq and neighboring countries over

           the coming six months.

           Following is the text of the press release:

           (begin text)

           United Nations Environment Program

           March 31, 2003

           Air pollution from Baghdad fires poses risks for human health and the  environment, says UNEP

           Nairobi -- Toxic smoke from burning oil wells in southern Iraq and  from oil-filled trenches and bomb-ignited fires in Baghdad are the clearest evidence so far that the current conflict may further damage

           Iraq's already highly stressed environment, according to the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP).

           "The black smoke that we see on television and in satellite pictures contains dangerous chemicals that can cause immediate harm to human  beings -- particularly children and people with respiratory problems -- and pollute the region's natural ecosystems. There is an urgent need to monitor air quality in the affected areas as soon as possible," said UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer.

           "Meanwhile, although the oil fires in southern Iraq are much smaller  than what we saw in 1991, they too remain a potential concern for human health and the environment," he said.

           Satellite images reveal that smoke plumes from the Rumailah oil fields near Basra have weakened over the past several days but continue to  threaten inhabited areas with smog. Smoke from oil fires contains a range of contaminants such as sulphur, mercury, dioxins and furans. Fortunately, only three of the seven oil wells originally set on fire

           are still burning.

           UNEP is currently monitoring events in Iraq in an effort to identify  potential environmental risks. Aside from the smoke, the other major  evidence so far of environmental stress is the increase in plankton  productivity in the Shatt Al Arab estuary and surrounding waters.

           The above-normal level of activity may be due to the larger quantities of nutrients draining into the Gulf as raw sewage from Basra through canals and the various waterways associated with the Shatt Al Arab.

           Wastewater and garbage from the unusually large number of ships in the area are likely to also contribute to the phytoplankton blooms. In the  past, increased plankton productivity in shallow waters such as the  Kuwait Bay has led to large die-offs of fish.

           Other potential risks that typically need to be monitored during conflict include the possible destruction of petrochemical plants and factories and storage facilities of industries that employ hazardous

           chemicals and generate toxic wastes. Among others, these could include the foam, fertilizer, paper and pharmaceutical industries.

           UNEP is currently conducting a background study to gather data and information on the Iraq environment. This study will facilitate any future field investigations aimed at identifying pollution "hotspots"  threatening human health and the environment.

           UNEP is also prepared to provide technical advice in the post-conflict period on reducing environmental risks and rehabilitating damaged sites. This work should be integrated into humanitarian assistance programmes involving water, sanitation, refugees and displaced  persons, shelter and so on.

           "Rapid action to repair environmental damage can often support  humanitarian relief efforts in vital ways," said Mr. Toepfer. "For the longer term well-being of Iraq's people, it is essential that

           environmental concerns be incorporated into any future rehabilitation  programmes."

           Funding for environment-related activities has been included in the United Nations' recent US$2.2 billion appeal for emergency assistance  to Iraq and neighboring countries over the coming six months.

           Additional funding has been provided to UNEP by the Government of  Switzerland.

           See www.unep.org for an extensive collection of environmental data and documents on conflict and environment in the region.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

ALLAFrica News Agency

March 31, 2003 

A continent that is in dire need of water solutions 

It is ironical that a continent such as Africa, endowed with plenty of water resources -rivers, lakes and

      oceans, should face water crisis. But this, unfortunately, is the reality. Concerns are being raised that if the

      crisis persists, water wars may soon become visible in violent conflicts, reports AANA Correspondent Osman  Njuguna. 

      In a February 18 interview with AANA, the Executive Director of the United Nations Environment

      Programme (UNEP), Klaus Toepfer, brought to the fore, water problems Africa is experiencing. He

      remarked: "None of the African countries is currently able to meet 50 percent of its water needs. I am yet

      to know of a country in Africa that has no water problem." 

      His strong recommendation is that African countries should institute national policies to guide them on water  management, allocation of sufficient budgets for water and respect for environment, and more so, the  ecology. 

      Toepfer cited failure to co-ordinate water management, with fragmented planning within water using

      sectors, and lack of economic incentives for sustainable water-use as some of the aspects of poor water

      policy. 

      But one disturbing phenomenon is that the water crisis in Africa is equally affecting countries endowed with  water resources as those without. 

      A study carried out on the Nile Waters established that a great deal of water needed for drinking is being

      polluted through salinisation, fertilizer drainage, industrial pollution, human and animal waste, and other

      discharges. 

      Nile Delta, Africa's most productive farmland is gradually being eroded, says the study document. 

      "Sediments are trapped behind the Aswan High Dam. The people farming on the lands downstream along the  delta are being deprived of the fertile silt that would be deposited by the river," states a section of the  report titled Some Contending Issues In Managing the Nile Basin. 

      A research paper by Kenya's top scientist, Prof. Thomas Odhiambo says that out of Africa's estimated

      75,000 dams, 200 have already been dismantled. 

      A few thousand more are being considered for dismantling now that they are inoperative because of

      sediment filling. 

      United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) also established in a recent survey that 14 African

      countries are currently experiencing water scarcity, while another 11 are likely to face the same fate by the

      year 2025. 

      According to UNEP, the continuing decline in the availability of usable water in the face of rising demand,

      poses possibility of disputes and conflicts both within and between African countries. 

      UNEP is concerned that an estimated 300 million people have no access to safe water in Africa, stressing,

      "the situation is worsening". 

      In sub-Saharan Africa, only 51 percent of the population has access to safe water. In general, urban

      residents have better access to safe water and sanitation than rural populations. 

      But while the water situation remains precarious on the African continent, some positive developments are

      taking place. 

      Last February, for example, the UN Foundation availed a grant of more than US $ 2 million for water

      management in African cities. 

      Speaking at a working luncheon hosted by the UN Foundation in Washington, USA, Senator Tim Wirth, who is  President of the Foundation, disclosed that the programme had attracted significant parallel funding from  other donors, among them the World Bank, and governments of Sweden, the Netherlands, Finland and

      Germany. 

      The UN-HABITAT on March 20 launched a comprehensive global document on Water and Sanitation in the  World's Cities: Local Action for Global Goals, which among other things highlights the water situation mainly  in Africa, Asia and Latin America. 

      The 274-page-document, has for example, looked at the negative aspect of lack of water among the

      people, especially its effects on health. 

      "Water-washed disease are associated with lack of water supplies for washing, and include various skin and  eye infections such as scabies and trachoma (from which millions become blind)," says the UN document. 

      Its launching coincided with the marking of the World Water Day (March 22) and the 3rd World Water Forum,  in Kyoto, Japan (March 16-23). 

      It states that at any one time, close to half of the urban populations in Africa, Asia and Latin America are

      suffering from one or more of diseases associated with inadequate water and sanitation provision. 

      "Some are associated primarily with poor water quality while others are more associated with inadequate

      quality, of water available to households," the report explains. 

      A Recently published book: Scarcity And Surfeit: The Ecology of Africa's Conflicts, has in it an article

      sub-titled Spilling Blood Over Water? 

      The case of Ethiopia, which predicts that the main conflict in Africa during the next 25 years could be over

      the most precious of commodities - water. 

      "The Nile River, with part of its resource in Ethiopia is considered to be likely flash-point for such conflicts,"  says the article, jointly authored by Fiona Flintan and Imeru Tamrat. 

      Though international wars over water have not occurred, there is evidence to suggest that the lack of

      water in certain contexts has led to localised political instability and violence, says the book, stressing

      "some analysts suggest that conflict between herders and farmers is increasing". 

      Indeed, farmer-herder conflict over water is documented in Mali, the Ivory Coast, and Burkina Faso. 

      But when all is said and done, one good fact remains. Africa is not at zero point when it comes to thinking

      and working on the issue of water. 

      UNEP recognies some of these developments. It has for example, cited the Protocol on Shared Water

      Course Systems, signed in 1995 by the majority of member states of SADC (Southern Africa Development

      Corporation). 

      The UN agency also recalls the Nile Basin Initiative (NBI), launched in1999 by the ten member states sharing  waters of Nile River. 

      Distributed by AllAfrica Global Media. (allafrica.com)

_________________________________________________________________________________________
AllAfrica News

April 1, 2003 Tuesday 

Uganda Praised At Green Meet 

      UGANDA'S slow but measured biological war against the water hyacinth was commended by the World  Conservation Union (IUCN), during the 22nd governing council meeting of the United Nations  Environmental Programme (UNEP), in Nairobi, recently. 

      While launching a book, Invasive Alien Species in Africa's Wetlands, Geofrey Howard, IUCN's programme's  coordinator, said Uganda's method provided a more efficient means of tackling the the water hyacinth. This  is as opposed to mechanical measures used in Kisumu in the year 2000. 

      The World Bank had funded the Kisumu project, which hit a snag when the weed grew and expanded in  areas where it was deposited after being mechanically harvested from the lake. The method, which cost  $1,500 to $3,000 per acre, was also found to be too expensive. 

      The water Hyacinth was listed among the worst seven alien wetland invaders in the booklet that was  launched. 

      The water hyacinth, now found in 50 countries on five continents, has inflicted immense damage on Arica's  wetlands, lakes, rivers, hydro-schemes, irrigation projects and water supply sytems, fisheries, human welfare  and Africa's biodiversity.
_______________________________________________________________________________

UNWIRE

UNEP Says Population Growth Undermines Conservation 

U.N. Environment Program officials and Philippine environmental experts have called for slower population growth in the Philippines to protect conservation gains, the Philippine Daily Inquirer reports today.

"There's really a need to address the issue of population," said Timothy Higham, a UNEP information officer who attended a recent Philippine conservation conference at Silliman University. UNEP sponsored the conference, along with the university and Philippine Environmental Journalists, Inc.

Highman pointed to links between environmental degradation and human use of land, saying an increased number of people using natural resources would threaten conservation efforts in the country.

Hilconida Calumpong, head of Silliman University's marine laboratory, said new community resource management projects involve family planning, owing to increasing awareness about the ties between population and environmental conditions.

Calumpong cited a Philippine conservation project on Apo Island, where population growth and tourism have put the environment at risk. The small island in recent years has seen its population grow from 500 to 700, Calumpong said, and unless conservation is combined with family planning, Apo resources will be "unable to provide for everyone."

Discussion at the conference reflected a recent report, Reefs at Risk in Southeast Asia, put together by the World Resources Institute, the International Center for Living Aquatic Resources Management and UNEP's World Conservation Monitoring Center (Linda Bolido, Philippine
________________________________________________________________________________________

Source: Agence France-Presse (AFP)
Date: 1 Apr 2003

Iraqi war likely to endanger sub-regional ecology: scientists

BEIJING, March 31 (AFP) - The war in Iraq could damage the sub-regional ecology mainly because of pollution caused by burning oil wells, scientists meeting in Beijing said Monday, China's state Xinhua news agency reported. 

The war would not seriously affect the global environment but its localised influence could not be neglected, World Meteorological Organisation vice president Ali Mohammad Noorian told the International Symposium on Climate Change, Xinhua said. 

"The oil fires induced by the war will affect the ecological environment in Iraq and its immediate neighboring countries," said Noorian, also the president of the Iran Meteorological Organisation. 

He said the climatic system in the Middle East would bring war pollutants into Iran, causing acid rain and endangering agriculture and forestry. 

Iran had already suffered from the pollution of the Gulf War in 1991, which led to decreased agricultural output, fishing losses and decimated wildlife, the report said. 

Long-term oil fires in Iraq due to a prolonged war would negatively affect the climate and environment, said Ding Yihui, special advisor on climate change with the China Meteorological Administration. 

Ding said that during the 1991 Gulf War burning oil increased the carbon content in the air, which was conveyed to China's western Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region and Tibet Autonomous Region by westerly winds. 

The carbon content, which is able to absorb short-wave radiation, accelerated the melting of snows and glaciers, which was unfavorable for the local climate and ecological environment, he said. 

Chinese scientists are closely watching the war to see whether it could influence China's weather this summer, he said. 

The symposium, which opened Monday, has drawn more than 250 delegates from 61 countries.
________________________________________________________________________________________

After the war, Iraq will face big water problems

By JOAN LOWY

Scripps Howard News Service

31-3-03

Water concerns will loom large among the problems facing Iraq after the war and will remain a source of significant tension with neighboring countries, experts on water resources in the Middle East said. 

Water will "easily be one of the top two or three issues" facing Iraq during reconstruction, said Aaron Wolf, a professor at Oregon State University and an expert on international water basins. 

Iraq has two major rivers - the Tigris and the Euphrates - but the headwaters for the rivers are in the mountains of Turkey and they snake through Syria before entering Iraq. There is no treaty among the three nations over how to share the water, and tensions have been building for several decades. 

Turkey has launched one of the world's largest dam-building and water-diversion programs, the Southeastern Anatolia Project. The Turkish government has informally promised Iraq and Syria to maintain a minimum stream flow of 500 cubic meters per second in the Euphrates, the larger of the two rivers, but Iraq and Syria want 750 cubic meters per second. 

"In Turkey they have a favorite saying: 'Oil comes out of the ground in your country and we don't say it belongs to us. Water comes out of the ground in our country and you shouldn't say it belongs to you,' " said John Kolars, a University of Michigan professor emeritus and an expert on the Tigris-Euphrates basin. 

Population growth in the region is constantly increasing demand for limited water supplies. If Iraq is able to rebuild its economy after the war, that will further accelerate demand for water, experts said. 

Water quality is also an issue. Turkey's plan for irrigating large areas using river water is likely to produce significant runoff pollution from fertilizers and pesticides and increase salinity for downstream nations, water experts said. 

"A lot of this also depends upon what happens with the Kurds in northern Iraq and southern Turkey," Wolf said. "If the Kurds have a level of autonomy, then there will be yet another player vying for the water and adding to the tensions." 

The instances of nations actually going to war specifically over water are rare, Wolf noted. But with demand for water increasingly outstripping available supplies in many parts of the world, some experts believe hostilities will become more common. 

"Trans-boundary issues over the water are going to be much more of a political nightmare within the next decade," said Thomas Crisman, a professor of environmental engineering at the University of Florida who has worked extensively on water projects in the Middle East and the Mediterranean. 

The most immediate issue, however, will be supplying clean drinking water to the Iraqi people. Already there have been serious water shortages in Basra, and water problems are only expected to worsen before the war ends. 

U.S. officials said they are in the dark on the state of Iraq's water and sewage treatment infrastructure because the Iraqi government has treated that information as a national secret. 

Experts said Iraqi's infrastructure has been deteriorating since the end of the 1991 Persian Gulf War, partly because of economic sanctions and partly because of political decisions made by Saddam Hussein. 

The poor quality of public health in Iraq over the past 12 years has not been due to lack of food, but to inadequate and polluted water supplies, Andrew Natsios, administrator of the U.S. Agency for International Development, told reporters this week. 

"The child mortality rates for Iraq are not a function of an absence of food," Natsios said. "It is a function of a deliberate decision by the regime not to repair the water system or replace old equipment with new equipment. Most people in the elite drink water from Jordan that is bottled." 

The war is likely to further degrade Iraq's water supplies. Environmentalists said they fear that advanced military technology may unintentionally destroy or seriously damage Iraqi water and sewage treatment plants and dams. 

Marc Levy, director of science applications at the Columbia University's Center for International Earth Science Information Network, compared this war with the conflict in the Balkans, where extended urban warfare left water supplies seriously polluted. 

"Unfortunately, we've had a lot of experience in last 20 years at modern warfare in urban settings," Levy said. "When you blow up military complexes and industrial complexes in high population areas, it's a really bad combination in terms of lasting water damage." 

On the Net: U.S. Agency for International Development - www.usaid.gov/iraq/ 

(Joan Lowy is a reporter for Scripps Howard News Service. E-mail LowyJ@shns.com_________

_______________________________________________________
_______________________

Associated Press

Ancient Iraqi swamp culture drained but not  dead

  01 April 2003

  By Mark Fritz, Associated Press

  A swath of southern Iraq has been called many things: Land of the swamp people.

  Mother of all untapped oil reserves. Scene of the worst environmental crime in

  history. Cradle of civilization. Saddam's slaughterhouse. At the moment, it is a 21st

  century battlefield. 

  But the great expanse known to scientists as the Mesopotamia Marshlands figures

  to be one of keys to what will become of postwar Iraq. 

  Saddam Hussein purportedly drained these wetlands — satellite images show only

  7 percent of the fragile ecosystem still intact — as part of his campaign to crush

  Shiite Muslims who rebelled against him in 1991. 

  Geologists believe fabulous sources of untapped oil percolate beneath sections of

  this expanse, which was bigger than the Everglades and half the size of Switzerland

  little more than a decade ago. 

  Yet some environmental engineers advocate reflooding the region to restore the

  habitat, the surviving fraction of which still harbors the vestiges of rare birds, fish,

  and what remains of a 5,000-year-old subculture known as the Marsh Arabs, people

  who live on floating islands handmade from enormous reeds. 

  In an arid, windblown region where oil means wealth but water means survival,

  dueling forces stand ready to shape the fate of the Fertile Crescent that provided

  the right ingredients to spawn Mesopotamia, the first civilization. 

  "The marshes happen to be on top of the some of the greatest untapped reserves

  of oil," said Mark Bartolini, Middle East director for the International Rescue

  Committee. "Are we going to flood the marshes for the people who lived there for

  millennia?"  The relief organization has targeted for aid the roughly 200,000 Iraqi

  Shiites living as refugees in neighboring Iran. 

  Most fled in the wake of Saddam's defeat in the 1991 Persian Gulf War, after which

  Shiites in southern Iraq — along with Kurds in the north — staged uprisings against

  what they thought was a brutal ruler vulnerable to overthrow. Hussein rallied his

  troops and crushed both rebellions, then waged a decade-long campaign to

  slaughter the Shiite usurpers. 

  Since many were from the marshlands, human rights groups say he accelerated the

  draining and seeming destruction of the bogs. 

  Ramadan Albadran grew up in the swamps around al Amara in a house built from

  clay and reeds, a veritable vineyard growing on the roof. As a young man, he

  participated in the rebellion, then fled to Saudi Arabia for his life. 

  "Most of my friends were killed," said Albadran, 39, who was granted refugee status

  and now lives in Los Angeles. 

  Yet he'd go back to the swamps if he could. There was nothing quite like sitting on

  the porch in the cool morning breeze, admiring the view of the Tigris River, eating a

  peach or pomegranate plucked from the surrounding forest of fruit. 

  "You had to use a boat to pick the fruit," he said. "But you could catch any kind of

  fish without leaving the house." 

  Though Hussein gets most of the blame for destroying the marshes, neighboring

  Turkey and Syria have played a role by damming rivers upstream to irrigate farms.

  Iran is building a huge dam that the U.N. Environment Program believes will further

  drain the marsh. 

  Preserving the remaining 7 percent — down from 10 percent just two years ago — is

  crucial because it provides a template for restoring much of the rest of the marshes,

  said Hassan Partow, a U.N. environmentalist in Geneva. The wetlands are the last

  redoubt for such rare species as the African darter fish and the sacred ibis bird and

  a pit stop for many migratory birds. Creatures unique to the marshland might even

  be gone, such as the smooth-covered otter, the bandicoot rat, and the buni fish, he

  said. 

  The marsh also served a crucial role in protecting the Persian Gulf and its vibrant

  fishery, said Tom Crisman, a University of Florida environmental engineer and

  director of the school's Center for Wetlands. 

  Before Hussein used a system of dikes and canals to divert the river waters, the

  intricate maze of pools, streams, and marshes was a dazzling delta that sprawled

  to the horizon. Refugees now describe much of it as an ocean of fetid mud with

  polluted groundwater, sprinkled with garbage and land mines. Other sections are

  dry and dusty, dotted with the flattened, crinkled remains of the magnificent stands

  of reeds that once stood up to 15 feet tall. 

  The war is likely to leave a legacy of unexploded ordinance and other, less-lethal,

  refuse of combat. Some of the heaviest fighting has taken place in the marsh areas,

  particularly around the cities of Nasariyha, Basra, and Um Qasr. 

  In addition to being a remarkable wildlife habitat, the marshes served a crucial role

  in the health and nutrition of the whole Persian Gulf region, Crisman said. The

  marshes were an important source of protein, in the form of fish and water buffalo,

  and served as a filter for the Tigris and Euphrates rivers that flank and feed it. 

  Wetlands act as natural wastewater treatment systems for waterway

  contaminants. Now the two rivers are carrying waste from Iraq directly into the

  Persian Gulf, Crisman said, posing a threat to a fishery on which the entire Gulf

  region depends. 

  Though Iraq is second only to Saudi Arabia in proven oil reserves, 90 percent of the

  country is unexplored because of 23 years of wars and global sanctions, according

  to the U.S. Energy Intelligence Agency. 

  "I'm not sure how many untapped reserves lie in the marshes, but it's certainly a

  prolific oil-bearing region," said Lowell Feld of the Energy Intelligence Agency. "So, it

  is fair to say that there's probably a lot more oil to be found in the area." 

  With the prospect of the prisonlike country opening its doors, oil companies around

  the world are hungrily eyeing a postwar Iraq, said Ruba Husari, London-based

  researcher for the industry research firm Energy Intelligence Group. "Everybody is

  interested," she said. 

  The Russian company Lukoil signed a contract for the West Qurna field in 1997, but

  Iraq voided it last December after the Russian government lobbied the Bush

  administration to let the contract stand should the Americans conquer Iraq and form

  a new government. Even in January, as war appeared imminent, Russia was in Iraq,

  negotiating for the rights to either the Majnoon or Nah bin Umar fields, she said.

  Those fields overlap the marshlands. 

  Hassan said the oil production could provide the revenue needed to restore the

  Mesopotamia Marshlands to some semblance of its past splendor. Although the oil

  companies have wealth and power on their side, the marshlands restoration project

  is backed by an Iraqi opposition group lightly funded by the U.S. government.

  Crisman, a scientist on the project's advisory committee, said at some point "the oil

  companies will have to be engaged." 

  Project Director Suzie Alwash said the restoration project, called "Eden Again," has

  just hired its first full-time staffer and hasn't had the time or resources to coordinate

  yet with the petroleum firms. "It kind of depends on which oil companies get the

  deals," she said. "If it's a Russian oil company, I don't think we're going to get much

  help. But if it's an American oil company, we may be able to do something." 

  But Alwash, a geologist, said there is no hard evidence that there is oil under all the

  marshlands but that the vast region could accommodate both petroleum and

  paradise. There are a half-million Marsh Arabs, most of them displaced and many

  living in refugee camps. Eden Again's goal is to make the swamps suitable to

  restore their culture — an environmental and anthropological task of perhaps

  unprecedented proportions. 

  "An ecosystem has a memory. The sediments are there from thousands of years,"

  Crisman said. "But what about the cultural memory? It's much shorter. Can the

  people, can their culture rebound? It's a whole new ballgame." 

  The future of the marshlands are an example of a larger issue facing the custodians

  of postwar Iraq, said J. Brian Atwood, dean of the Humphrey Institute of Public

  Affairs and former director of the U.S. Agency for International Development. 

  "The one thing that is crucial about the reconstruction is that the Iraqis play a large

  part in the process and that we pay attention to them and understand the

  importance of the culture, such as these marshlands," Atwood said. "The Iraqi

  people are not used to being listened to, and it would be mistake to continue that

  attitude." __________________________________________________________________________________

Reason Magazine

31 March 2003 

"Nuclear Genocide? Piercing Depleted Uranium Myths," by Ronald Bailey(Iraq Never Allowed DU Follow-up Investigations) (1300)The following article first appeared in Reason, an online magazine,March 26, 2003. Permission has been granted covering republication/translation/abridgment in the local press outside the United States. Reprinted with permission, from Reason Online. Copyright 2003 by Reason Foundation, 3415 S. Sepulveda Blvd, Suite 400, Los Angeles, CA 90034. www.reason.com (begin byliner)Nuclear Genocide? Piercing through the depleted uranium myths By Ronald Bailey, science correspondent for Reason"The United States has conducted two nuclear wars. The first is against Japan in 1945, the second in Kuwait and Iraq in 1991." So declares activist Helen Caldicott in a half-page ad placed by a Japanese anti-nuclear group in the March 24 New York Times. If you didn't hear about the Persian Gulf Hiroshima, it's because she's actually referring to depleted uranium (DU) munitions. Former U.S. Attorney General Ramsey Clark says that these "are an unacceptable threat to life, a violation of international law and an assault on human dignity." Using them results in a "deterioration of genetic health" and "genocide," declares anti-nuke activist Tim Judson. The Green Party claims that they are "the likely cause of numerous health problems in thousands of Gulf War veterans and their families, including cancer, leukemia, tumors, and high rates of birth defects because of genetic damage."  DU is 1.7 times denser than lead, and munitions encased in it are self-sharpening, enabling them to drill 25 percent further through armor. (Armor-piercing tungsten alloy munitions, by contrast, blunt and mushroom when they hit.) This self-sharpening process produces DU dust, most of which falls to the ground within 50 yards of its impact. Such weapons are used most frequently against enemy tanks. DU is also used to clad many U.S. armored vehicles, thus making them largely impenetrable to conventional anti-tank munitions. It is also used for counterweights in airplanes to help keep them level, and as radiation shielding to protect health care workers from exposure to medical X-rays.  DU is a by-product—activists would say a waste product—of the process of separating the highly fissionable U-235 isotope out of uranium to produce fuel for nuclear reactors. It is called "depleted" because most of the lighter uranium isotopes, U-234 and U-235, are removed from natural uranium, leaving behind uranium consisting of 99.8 percent of U-238. The result is 40 percent less radioactive than natural uranium. Is it as dangerous as Caldicott and Clark claim? A Department of Defense-sponsored review of the scientific literature by the RAND think tank concluded that "there are no peer reviewed published reports of detectable increases of cancer or other negative health effects from radiation exposure to inhaled or ingested natural uranium at levels far exceeding those likely in the Gulf." One need not be a conspiracy theorist to believe that the Defense Department's analysis and reporting on the substance's health and environmental consequences might be biased. But many independent organizations and scientists find little to worry about either. What happens to DU if someone eats it? According to a European Union study released in 2001, "most of the ingested DU (between 98% and 99.8%, depending on the solubility of the uranium compound) will be rapidly eliminated in the faeces." The vast majority of any remaining uranium will be "rapidly cleared from the blood" in a few weeks.Similarly, the majority of inhaled DU dust will also be cleared viathe bloodstream and kidneys. The EU report concluded that "exposure to  DU could not produce any detectable health effects under realistic assumptions of the doses that would be received." That said, DU is a heavy metal; and like lead, nickel, and other heavy metals, it is chemically toxic when consumed in large quantities, especially harming the kidneys. However, studies looking at likely exposures to DU during and after battles have found that its effects on the kidneys of soldiers and civilians are mild and transient.  Another 2001 report to the European Parliament compared exposures to DU to those experienced by uranium miners and concluded, "The fact that there is no evidence of an association between exposures—sometimes high and lasting since the beginning of the uranium industry—and health damages such as bone cancer, lymphatic or other forms of leukemia shows that these diseases as a consequence of an uranium exposure are either not present or very exceptional." The World Health Organization agrees that DU is not a great health risk. Its 2003 fact sheet on the topic declares that "because  DU is only weakly radioactive, very large amounts of dust (on the order of grams) would have to be inhaled for the additional risk of lung cancer to be detectable in an exposed group. Risks for other radiation-induced cancers, including leukaemia, are considered to be very much lower than for lung cancer." Another WHO report found, "The radiological hazard is likely to be very small. No increase of leukemia or other cancers has been established following exposure to uranium or DU." What about those military reports? Dan Fahey, a former naval officer who served in the first Gulf War and is a long-time anti-DU activist, asserts that Defense Department spokespeople "have lied about the health of US Gulf War veterans exposed to DU and exaggerated the importance of DU rounds." What was the alleged lie? The Pentagon has said that no veterans in a small follow-up study of Gulf War soldiers who had been exposed to DU have contracted cancer. Fahey cites a memo that states that one veteran who had been recently added to the study has had lymphatic cancer. Fahey does acknowledge that "it is possible that this veteran's cancer is not linked to his confirmed exposure to DU."Fahey thinks the Pentagon exaggerates the importance of DU munitions and points out that DU rounds probably took out only one-seventh of the Iraqi tanks destroyed during the first Gulf War. But Fahey also admits that there is very little evidence that DU is severely toxic. He also refutes other activists' alarmist claims that civilians have been severely harmed by depleted uranium. "There are no credible studies linking exposure to DU with any cancers or illnesses among people in Iraq, the Balkans, or Afghanistan," he declares.  If DU is not notably harmful to human health or the environment, why the fierce opposition to it? A lot of it has to do with conventional anti-nuclear activism: Some people automatically object to anything that hints of nuclear radiation. Second, some of the opposition is the result of a successful Iraqi disinformation campaign claiming that exposure to DU had caused thousands of cancers and birth defects to innocent civilians. When the WHO offered to investigate the claims, Iraqi officials flatly refused the offer. Other than trying to gain international sympathy, Pentagon officials argue that one of the real aims of the Iraqi campaign was to get DU munitions outlawed internationally so they would not have to face them again. In addition, many U.S. veterans who returned from the Gulf War believe that they are suffering from " Gulf War Syndrome," a constellation of disparate medical problems that they think can be traced to their service in that war. One suggested explanation for their problems might be exposure to DU dust. But as we've seen, no credible studies

show that exposure to DU is likely to be causing their problems.

Finally, there is always a claque of activists who simply will pick up

any stick with which to beat and demonize the United States. For them,

the myth of severe DU toxicity is just another handy stick.

______________________________________________________________________________________

UPI Medical Correspondent

Depleted uranium weapons risk 'very small' 

From the Science & Technology Desk
Published 3/31/2003 5:11 PM

WASHINGTON, March 31 (UPI) -- Some weapons being deployed in Iraq contain depleted uranium, and although the metal appears to pose little health risk, it could be dangerous to soldiers and civilians under certain situations, experts said Monday.

Depleted uranium is an extremely dense metal used in armor-penetrating shells and to enhance tank armor. As its name implies, most of the element's radioactive qualities have been removed but some groups have suggested the metal still could pose a health risk.

"Under most circumstances it's probably not going to have any strong health effect," Leeka Kheifeps, head of the radiation program at the World Health Organization, told United Press International.

Brian Spratt, in the department of infectious diseases at St. Mary's Hospital in London, who served as chairman of a panel of experts that reviewed the health effects of depleted uranium for the Royal Society, said most specialists in this area "probably feel that if the exposure is low or moderate, the (health) risks are not very great."

However, "if the intakes are high," there could be a risk of lung cancer or damage to the kidneys in later years, Spratt said. 

This could happen in some of the friendly-fire incidents that have occurred in Iraq, when heavily armored coalition forces' tanks are struck by missiles containing depleted uranium. Small fragments of the metal might become aerosolized and inhaled by soldiers surviving the attack.

"Those would be the kind of people we would worry about," Spratt said.

Others at risk could be individuals who clean up the destroyed tanks after battle, but "there should be much greater awareness about the need to wear respirators," which would protect people, than there was after the first Gulf War, he said.

Despite the theoretical possibility of bits of depleted uranium being aerosolized, there is "little data on what the likely intakes are on the battlefield so we have to try to estimate" from studies that involved test-firing depleted uranium weapons on tanks, Spratt said.

There appears to be no detectable negative effect in soldiers who might have been exposed to depleted uranium during the first Gulf War. "Most of the studies of the American and British veterans of the first Gulf War ... (are) not seeing any excesses of death," Spratt said.

Instead, most predictions are that "for the large number of soldiers on the battlefield, the risks are so low that you could never measure them," he said. 

The WHO recently completed an assessment of levels of depleted uranium detected in Kosovo. "They found slightly elevated levels but not to an amount that would be a large concern," Kheifeps said.

"To the extent we know, (depleted uranium) is not a huge threat," she said, adding that although the possibilities should continue to be monitored, it does not seem to be a major problem. 

"When it's used in war situations, this is small concern compared to the devastation" and destruction that occurs," she said.

However, Spratt said he thinks it might be too soon to rule out the possibility of a health risk. "What we really need is to get some much better data on what the particulate intakes really are" among soldiers on the battlefield, he said.

One method would be to collect urine samples from soldiers in different parts of the battlefield and test for uranium.

"We want to sample soldiers across the battlefield because we might be surprised and find there are much higher intakes than we might imagine," he said.

________________________________________________________________________________________

IPS

IRAQ:
New Fears from Depleted Uranium 
Sanjay Suri 
LONDON, Apr 1 (IPS) - New fears have arisen over the long-term damage that can result from use of depleted uranium in the coalition attacks on Iraq. 
”We are particularly worried because the tactics have changed in this war,” Henk van der Keur from the Laka Foundation, an independent group based in Amsterdam that researches nuclear energy told IPS. ”The guerrilla tactics employed by Iraqis mean more tanks and fighting vehicles are operating in towns, and that means greater danger for people living there.” 

Depleted uranium, a form of low-grade uranium is used in shells and rockets, usually alloyed with titanium to make them harder. These shells are fired to pierce the armour of tanks and against heavy concrete installations. 

Depleted uranium is extremely dense material that remains when enriched uranium is separated from natural uranium to produce fuel for nuclear reactors. The fissionable isotope Uranium 235 is separated from uranium. The remaining uranium is called depleted uranium. 

The U.S. and British forces are firing these weapons hardened with depleted uranium from the U.S. M1A1 and M1A2 Abrams tanks, from the Bradley Fighting Vehicles and from the A10 ground attack aircraft known as the tank-buster. The British Challenger tanks are also firing weapons using depleted uranium, Keur says. 

”The danger is that when these weapons hit their targets, microscopic particles are liberated, and people inhale these particles,” Keur says. ”Many soldiers who fought in the last Gulf War are reported to have fallen ill from depleted uranium, but these reports have not been fully investigated.” 

The Pentagon and the Ministry of Defence in London both deny vigorously that depleted uranium can be harmful either to troops using those weapons or to people living in areas where they are used. Keur acknowledges that fears from depleted uranium have ”not been backed by a full empirical study.” 

But the lack of a full investigation is itself cause for worry, he says. A United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) study in the Balkans expressed concern about long-term consequences and asked for more study of the effects of depleted uranium. ”But it is remarkable that there has been no major study by the World Health Organisation in Iraq,” Keur says. 

The Pentagon has admitted using about 300 tonnes of depleted uranium in the last Gulf War. Other independent estimates have suggested that about 1,000 tonnes may have been used. 

”Depleted uranium is almost certainly an illegal weapon under a variety of international agreements including the Geneva Convention,” says Ian Willmore from Friends of the Earth in London. ”It sets off radiation, and the consequences will inevitably be worse when such weapons are used in large cities or in confined space.” 

Several of the battle tanks being used by the U.S. and British forces are themselves strengthened with depleted uranium to toughen them against anti-tank fire. 

While there have been no definitive studies in Iraq, there are alarming signs. Just one hospital in Baghdad has reported eight cases of babies born without eyes, anophthalmos. ”The normal incidence is about one case in 50 million,” Willmore told IPS Tuesday. 

”About half to 95 per cent of the particles released by the explosions where depleted uranium is used are of respirable size,” Willmore says. ”The body has no system of removing these radioactive particles that remain in the system.” 

Clearing up an area where depleted uranium has been used is also very difficult. ”It can cost up to five billion dollars to fully clean up an area of just 200 hectares,” says Duncan McLaren, head of policy and research at Friends of the Earth. 

There is ”scientific consensus” that high exposure causes damage to kidneys, neurological disorders, and cancers of the lungs and bones, Willmore says. Use of depleted uranium has been blamed for the 'Gulf War syndrome' that brings fatigue, memory loss and joint pains. 

There is evidence also that depleted uranium can get into the soil and stay there a long time, Willmore says. ”The longer this conflict goes on, the greater the damage it will cause to people and to the environment,” Willmore says. (END/2003)

________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC 

Toxin threat to Inuit food 

     By Lars Bevanger 

     BBC News Online, Oslo 

     Researchers have for the first time documented "unacceptable levels" of man-made environmental toxins in the Inuit population of Greenland. 

     There is little doubt the toxins originate from the traditional local diet of polar bears, seals and whales, a diet which so far has been considered one of the healthiest on the planet. 

     The report from the Arctic Monitoring and Assessment Programme (Amap)  concludes Greenlanders should consider changing their eating habits, to avoid possible health effects like reduced fertility, genetic damage and deformities in  children. 

     One of the experts behind the report, Doctor Henning Sloth Pedersen, told  News Online he considered the findings extremely worrying. 

     "In certain areas of East Greenland, 100% of the population were found to have levels of contamination higher than what we call a level of concern," said  Dr Sloth Pedersen, chief medical officer at the Queen Ingrid's Hospital in  Greenland's capital, Nuuk. 

             To discover that the food which for generations has nourished them and kept them whole physically and spiritually is now poisoning them is profoundly  disturbing Arctic Indigenous Peoples' Organisations 

     "Thirty per cent were over the level of action, which means we will encourage people to take  action to decrease their intake of the most possible source of these contaminants, which is  traditional foods." 

     Greenland is the only place in the world where people have been found to be above the level of action when it comes to environmental toxins found in the human body. 

     Man-made persistent organic pollutants (POPs) like PCBs have been linked to serious health  damage in animals and humans. 

     Together with other pollutants like mercury, lead and cadmium, they are carried north by sea currents and weather patterns. 

             While we need to give dietary advice to avoid the over-consumption of environmental toxins, we must also avoid people abandoning their traditional diet for a western one  Jens C Hansen  Centre for Arctic Environmental Medicine 

     The toxins accumulate in animals high up in the food chain, and especially in marine mammals, an integral part of the traditional diet in Greenland. 

     But it is also this diet that has kept Greenland's population protected from ailments typically associated with industrialised societies, like heart disease, diabetes and obesity. 

     Doctor Jens C Hansen from the Centre for Arctic Environmental Medicine at Aarhus University, Denmark, called this "the Arctic dilemma". 

     "While we need to give dietary advice to avoid the over-consumption of environmental toxins,  we must also avoid people abandoning their traditional diet for a Western one," he told BBC  News Online. 

     "This creates other and equally serious problems, like heart and coronary disease. These ailments are already fast taking hold in Arctic areas." 

     Twenty-five years ago diabetes was almost non-existent in Greenland. Today the number of  diabetics there is three times the level in Denmark. 

     The Amap report asks Greenland's health authorities to develop carefully considered and balanced dietary advice in light of the new findings. 

     Cultural survival 

     Greenland generates no notable pollution itself, and the Inuit population are in effect suffering  from toxins produced elsewhere, by the world's most industrialised nations. 

     In a statement attached to the Amap report, the Arctic Indigenous Peoples' Organisations  called on such nations to increase efforts to reduce emissions of environmental pollutants, so as not to disrupt indigenous peoples' traditional way of life. 

     "To discover that the food which for generations has nourished them and kept them whole physically and spiritually is now poisoning them is profoundly disturbing and threatens Indigenous Peoples' cultural survival," the statement says. 

     Stephanie Meakin of the the Inuit Circumpolar Conference, an organisation representing  approximately 150,000 Inuit living in the Arctic regions, told News Online all this was threatening the very cultural survival of Inuit people. 

     "Traditional food is what binds the Inuit culture together. The hunt and the sharing of the  food is very important," she said. 

     "When this is compromised, not only do they lose confidence in their food - they lose part of their culture and in fact spirituality".

________________________________________________________________________________________

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA (ROA) - NEWS UPDATE

02 April 2003

Uganda Praised At Green Meet

New Vision (Kampala): UGANDA'S slow but measured biological war against the water hyacinth was commended by the World Conservation Union (IUCN), during the 22nd governing council meeting of the United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP), in Nairobi, recently. While launching a book, Invasive Alien Species in Africa's Wetlands, Geofrey Howard, IUCN's programme's coordinator, said Uganda's method provided a more efficient means of tackling the water hyacinth. This is as opposed to mechanical measures used in Kisumu in the year 2000. The World Bank had funded the Kisumu project, which hit a snag when the weed grew and expanded in areas where it was deposited after being mechanically harvested from the lake. The method, which cost $1,500 to $3,000 per acre, was also found to be too expensive. The water Hyacinth was listed among the worst seven alien wetland invaders in the booklet that was launched. The water hyacinth, now found in 50 countries on five continents, has inflicted immense damage on Africa's wetlands, lakes, rivers, hydro-schemes, irrigation projects and water supply systems, fisheries, human welfare and Africa's biodiversity.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200304010351.html
Five Zambezi River Basin Countries Meet

The Daily News (Harare): FIVE of the countries that comprise the Zambezi River Basin met in Kasane, Botswana, last week for a two-day shared-water resources conference where they discussed the sustainable use of the trans-boundary water resource. The countries that share the river are Botswana, Namibia, Mozambique, Zambia and Zimbabwe. Jefter Sakupwanya, a member of Zambia's steering committee, said about 40 million people in the eight countries were benefiting from the Zambezi River Basin, and that the Zambezi was now recognised as a very important resource to drive the economy of the southern African region. Since the objective of phase one of the project was hydro-meteorological data-gathering and the establishment of a database known as 'Zacbase', the second phase should strive to define possible routes that would take the region from where it is, as far as the management of Zambezi water resources is concerned, to where the region wants it to be. The overall objective of the process was to improve water availability and protection against floods, droughts, pollution and environmental degradation in the Zambezi River Basin through the development of an integrated water management strategy and the establishment of a river basin commission. The immediate objective, he noted, would be the setting up of an enabling environment.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200304010177.html
Over 150,000 hectares of forest damaged in Ethiopia annually 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia (PANA) - Ethiopia's Institute of Biodiversity and Conservation and Research (IBCR) said Tuesday that some 150,000 to 200,000 hectares of forest land were being destroyed in the country annually. Speaking at a workshop on "Ethiopia's Forest Resources Management and Utilization," Institute General Manager, Abebe Demisse said the deforestation had resulted in habitat destruction and fragmentation of various plants, animals and micro-organisms, leading to the degradation of biodiversity resources and threatening of the ecological balance. He said the Institute, through its long term plans, had initiated three major projects that focused on the conservation and development of forest genetic resources and medicinal plants as well as on biodiversity resources strategy and programmes with a view to rescuing the country's endangered natural resources.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng047433&dte=01/04/2003
Floods cause 90 million rand of damage in South Africa 

Cape Town, South Africa (PANA) - West Cape Provincial authorities on Tuesday said that the flash floods that hit the south-western part of South Africa last week caused damage estimated at 90 million rand (more than US$1.1 million) in terms of infrastructure alone. Repair work, expected to take at least two weeks to complete, has started on some of the roads. In addition, three farms in the Talana area near Zuurbraak are still cut off as the low bridge on the road leading to the area has been damaged. At least 2,600 people in Zuubraak are still being supplied with emergency water as the freshwater pipeline has been washed away.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng047403&dte=01/04/2003
_________________________________________________________________________________________

ROAP Media Update – 02 April 2003

Topical News Issues
Onus on Iraqi officials, says U.N.
The Hindu, April 2, 2003 -  The U.N. cannot get involved in the humanitarian relief in a full-fledged fashion until hostilities end in Iraq, officials say. "We are preparing for the day," the spokesman for the Secretary-General, Kofi Annan, said, a reference to when the conflict ends. The U.N. is also stressing that the onus now is really on the de facto authorities in Iraq to do what is required as far as the humanitarian needs of the people in that country. "We have to rely on the de facto authorities...We're doing everything we can" was the refrain.
…Attention is also focussed on the environmental impact of the war and this is not merely about the damage to the environment due to the continuous bombing but also about the impact of oil fires set off in the trenches as a result of bombings. 
"The black smoke over Baghdad coming from burning oil trenches and fires ignited by bombing contains dangerous chemicals that can be harmful to human health and the environment,'' a spokesman for the United Nations Environmental Programme has said.
http://www.hinduonnet.com/thehindu/stories/2003040201041500.htm 

'Killing' smoke-fields of Baghdad
The Times of India, April 2, 2003 - NEW DELHI: Have you wondered what the clouds of black smoke over Baghdad must be doing to the lungs of Iraqis already shattered by constant US bombardment? 
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/cms.dll/html/uncomp/articleshow?msid=42101316The UN Environment Programme now states the obvious: This smoke contains dangerous chemicals immediately harmful to people, particularly children and those suffering from respiratory problems.
 


UN stands ready to meet humanitarian challenge - The United Nations has not been sidelined by this war. It will inevitably have to deal with the consequences of the conflict, in all probability a massive humanitarian undertaking. 
Bangkok Post, April 1, 2003 (SHASHI THAROOR ) - `My thoughts today,'' said United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan as news came in of the start of the war in Iraq, ``are with the Iraqi people, who face yet another ordeal.''
These were not just the pious sentiments expected of any UN secretary-general at a time of conflict. Instead, the organisation that many journalists describe as having been sidelined during the war finds itself at the centre of what could yet prove to be a considerable humanitarian challenge.
http://www.bangkokpost.com/010403_News/01Apr2003_opin34.html 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

ROE Media Update

General environment news

Environmental rehabilitation programme for the lake Balkhash (Kazakhstan)

Astana, 25 March 2003. Environmental protection experts believe that the lake Balkhash (south-east of Kazakhstan, one of the biggest lakes) will be lost as the Aral sea if urgent measures are not taken.  in 1997 Kazakhstan signed the Convention to Combat Desertification.  Since  some internationally sponsored activities started in the region.  The Government of the Republic of Kazakhstan requested the Regional Environmental Centre for Central Asia and international sponsors to develop a concept of

sustainable development of Ili-Balkhash water basin.  The Concept includes three main issues to work on: environmental protection of the lake and its ecosystems; assistance to environmental friendly economic activities, sustainable transport, agriculture; human development.  Some concrete projects are being already developed.  However, all these activities need financing.

http://www.gazeta.kz/art.asp?aid=26457
Britain's greenhouse gas emissions fell last year

LONDON – 31 March. Britain's emissions of greenhouse gases fell by 3.5 percent last year, keeping the country on track to meet its own pollution targets and those set out in the Kyoto Protocol on global warming, the government said.

http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/20306/story.htm
EU pushes ahead with ban on 'rustbucket' oil tankers

BRUSSELS - European Union transport ministers endorsed last week a ban on old single-hull tankers carrying heavy fuel oil, in an effort to prevent oil slicks like the Prestige disaster which sank off Spain last year.

Once confirmed by the European Parliament, the law will immediately ban most single-hull ships older than 23 years of age from carrying the highly polluting forms of oil from calling at EU ports, a EU Transport Commissioner Loyola de Palacio said.

http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/20318/story.htm
_________________________________________________________________________________________
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A gestão de um recurso finito




Por Ricardo Sánchez*
É necessário atuar de maneira mais forte e decidida para garantir água às futuras gerações, afirma o diretor para a América Latina e Caribe do Pnuma. Do contrário, sete bilhões de pessoas enfrentarão escassez em meados deste século.
A água não é só indispensável para se viver, ela é a vida. E este recurso, que simboliza a fecundidade e tem sido historicamente objeto de cobiça e conflitos, é finito. A abundância ou escassez de água determinou o desenvolvimento das civilizações. Na época atual, apesar das conquistas tecnológicas, o mundo enfrenta enormes perigos em razão do esgotamento das reservas de água. 

Os líderes mundiais sabem que não existe estratégia contra a pobreza que possa ignorar a necessidade vital de água das populações, porque se trata, em princípio, de um direito básico dos seres humanos. Porém, 1,2 bilhão de pessoas não tem acesso a água, enquanto 2,4 bilhões não dispõem de medidas sanitárias adequadas. Nos próximos 20 anos, a média mundial de abastecimento de água por habitante terá diminuído em um terço. E, em meados deste século, cerca de sete bilhões de pessoas poderão sofrer escassez de água. 

Uma grande responsabilidade da crise será o fenômeno de alteração climática, que causará uma perda de 20% da água doce disponível. Também a poluição das fontes hídricas: calcula-se que já existem 12 mil quilômetros cúbicos de água contaminada no mundo. A celebração do Ano Internacional da Água Doce, em 2003, bem como o Terceiro Fórum Mundial sobre a questão (Japão, 16 a 23 de março de 2003) são uma oportunidade para refletir sobre a urgência de melhorar a gestão desse líquido vital. Na América Latina e no Caribe, uma região rica em recursos de água doce, 20% da população não tem água potável e 30% carece de sistemas apropriados de saneamento. 

Os dados mostram porque as soluções para um mundo com escassez de água exigem uma tomada de posição mais forte e decidida por parte de governos, organismos internacionais, sociedades e industriais. Eficiência e economia são regras de ouro para desfazer as nuvens que encobrem o futuro de um recurso tão indispensável quanto escasso. Os países devem afinar suas estratégias para cumprir a meta acertada na Cúpula da Terra de Johannesburgo do ano passado, no sentido de reduzir à metade, até 2015, o número de pessoas sem acesso a água potável. 

As respostas globais para problemas de contaminação de rios e lagos, e medidas de prevenção de desastres de origem hídrica (o investimento de US$ 1 nesse campo equivale à economia de US$ 8) reverterão a tendência atual de exacerbação da crise global da água. A crise hídrica também seria amenizada através de um melhor manejo das bacias fluviais. Os lagos e rios são ecossistemas interconetctados que abastecem de água ao mesmo tempo que previnem e regulam as inundações e reduzem os efeitos da erosão. 

A água é fonte de segurança alimentar e é preciso cuidar da Terra: 70% da água doce utilizada se destina à produção de alimentos, porém, mais de 800 milhões de pessoas não têm comida suficiente. Um ordenamento sustentável dos recursos hídricos vê a água como parte de um ecossistema: cuidar da água é cuidar do solo, da floresta, da atmosfera e da cidade. É velar pela vida hoje, não amanhã. 

* O autor é diretor para a América Latina e o Caribe do Programa das Nações Unidas para o Meio Ambiente (Pnuma).
Eden in the Line of Fire 




By María Amparo Lasso *
Ninety-three percent of the wetlands have disappeared in Mesopotamia, the great oasis of the Middle East. Now, war threatens to destroy what little remains. 

MEXICO CITY - A recurring nightmare is troubling environmentalists worldwide: the firepower being used in the second Gulf War devastates what little is left of the wetlands of Mesopotamia, a place that many believe was the setting of the Bible's Garden of Eden.

Home to millions of birds, the marshes of what is modern-day Iraq are among the most important in the Middle East. As a regional oasis, these marshlands for centuries provided fertile land and clean water for millions of people.

"I hope the images of the environmental catastrophe of the first Gulf War are not repeated in 2003," ornithologist Mike Evans told Tierramérica, recalling how he saw thousands of aquatic birds die after Iraqi troops set fire to more than 600 oil wells as they withdrew from Kuwait in 1991.

A photo of a little grebe bird blackened by petroleum was seen by people around the world at the time, and became a symbol of the worst oil spill in history.

Such oil disasters might not happen this time around, but it is still relatively early in the war.

The marshlands of Mesopotamia (Al Ahwar, in Arabic), where civilizations of the Babylonians and Sumerians flourished, are today extremely fragile -- and they are in the line of fire (see infograph).

The ecosystem forms part of the Tigris and Euphrates river basin, which gives sustenance to Iraq, Turkey, Syria and Iran.

But the heart of the wetlands lies in southern Iraq, along the border with Iran and near big cities like Basra, which is currently suffering a profound humanitarian crisis, following the overwhelming attack launched by the United States and Great Britain Mar 20.

There, too, the first oil well fires of this war burned. Around a dozen total, but now apparently they have been brought under control.

The more than 1,600 oil wells in Iraq represent a time bomb for the marshes, as well as the potential contamination of the ecosystem by the use of conventional weapons as well as weapons of mass destruction, the passage of hundreds of war vehicles through the surrounding desert and the mass mobilization of refugees.

But the bulk of the damage has already been done. Thrashed by the impact of human activities over the years, just seven percent of the original extension of the marshlands remain, around 20,000 square km.

When Hassan Partow visited the area in 2002, along the Iran-Iraq border, he was heartbroken. Where recently one of the most impressive natural spectacles had been recorded -- millions of exotic migratory birds filling the skies -- he found a desert landscape, one that had been depopulated and was now highly militarized.

Partow is a member of a team of specialists from the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) which in the days after the beginning of the U.S.-led attacks issued a new alert about the tragic disappearance of 93 percent of Mesopotamia's wetlands since 1970.

"It is incredible to think that an ecosystem that took millennia to be formed could be destroyed in so few years," Partow told Tierramérica.

This fast pace of destruction has one main cause: the ambitious ongoing water and drainage projects of Iraq and its neighbors that share the river basin, particularly Turkey, which has built 30 dams.

But the series of armed conflicts in the area (the Iran-Iraq War from 1980 to 1988 and the 1991 Gulf War) also played a part. Explosive mines were placed throughout the watershed, which sustains a half-million Ma'dan, the original inhabitants of the marshlands, and the habitat of numerous plant and animal species, particularly birds, some of which have already become extinct.

UNEP says that if urgent action is not taken, the wetlands of Mesopotamia could disappear completely within five years.

"Water is more important than oil."

Wetlands destruction "is the most serious environmental problem in the area today, both in terms of biology and in the population's access to safe water. In the Middle East, water is more important than oil," Jonathan Lash, president of the Washington-based World Resources Institute (WRI), said in a conversation with Tierramérica.

Until recently, the marshes sustained the region's multi-million-dollar freshwater shellfish industry and supplied 60 percent of the Iraqi freshwater fish market.

The thousands of ducks and geese that filled local markets -- a crucial source of protein for Iraqis since the post-Gulf War embargo began -- also came from those marshlands.

The wetlands also purified the waters of the Tigris and Euphrates, which flow into the Persian Gulf, a body of water that is renewed by currents from the Indian Ocean only every three to five years.

The destruction of the marshes, say experts, may also affect the region's climate, with grave consequences for the habitat of nearly 400 bird species.

Although no species has been declared globally extinct, at least three of incomparable beauty, have disappeared from Iraq: the sacred ibis, the African anhinga and the goliath heron.

Ornithologist Evans, of the Britain-based non-governmental BirdLife International, says experts are worried about several species, particularly the aquatic birds, "because they are more vulnerable to chemical and oil spills than land birds."

At least eight percent of Iraq should be declared a protected area for birds, says BirdLife International.

Wetlands devastation has also hurt the arable lands of southern Iraq. The idyllic oasis inhabited by the Ma'dan during the past 5,000 years has collapsed. Left landless and caught in the crossfire, the descendants of the Sumerians have had to move elsewhere. Of the 95,000 refugees displaced from their homes from 1991 to 1993, 40,000 were Ma'dan.

Today, many live in misery in encampments in Iran or in Iraq's cities.

With or without the direct effects of the current war, a flow of water from reservoirs in Iran and Iraq would be needed in the short term to restore the wetlands, says UNEP's Partow.

However, only an integrated management plan that involves Iran, Iraq, Turkey and Syria could prevent the extinction of the area's marshes, he adds.

Efforts of the past decades were in vain. Iraq has failed to sign important international agreements like the 1971 Convention on Wetlands (signed in Ramsar, Iran) and the 1992 Convention on Biological Diversity. Baghdad has also refused field studies of the area, meaning that the existing research is based largely on satellite images.

"In 1994, when we drew up f the first report on wetlands, we tried to involve Iraqi scientists, but it was not possible. We must re-establish dialogue to achieve the equitable use of the river basin," Jean-Yves Pirot, head of the wetlands and water resources division of the Worldwide Fund for Nature, told Tierramérica.

UNEP will head up environmental assessments in post-war Iraq. But nobody dares hope that the environmental question will be at the center of the post-war debate.

"I know people at USAID (U.S. Agency for International Development) and the State Department who are concerned about these issues, but whether they will be given top priority, that is something I can't predict," said WRI president Lash.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

ROWA MEDIA UPDATE

Saudi Arabia
The Effects of the Oil Burning in Iraq

H.H. Prince Turky Bin Nasser, the General Chief of the Presidency of Metrology and Environment emphasized that they have a plan to establish a new stations in the Kingdom for water purification within the next two years. Moreover, he mentioned that their  Air monitors did not record any pollution resulted from the smoke of the oil fire.  
http://www.alwatan.com.sa/daily/2003-04-01/local/local05.htm
http://www.alyaum.com/issue/page1.php?fldPageID=1&PHPSESSID=a3c2809b53f08dd8920aee11e6b897d7
UAE
EEG satisfied with success of recycling programme

DUBAI - The Emirates Environmental Group (EEG) held a Press conference in Dubai yesterday to discuss and share information on its recycling centres project, that has spread in schools across the UAE over the last several years.

 Addressing the meeting, which included the group's corporate members, collection centres (recycling project), member schools, volunteers and individual members, Habiba Al Marashi, chairperson of the EEG, expressed satisfaction on the growth and success of the recycling project.

  "For the past decade, organisations and experts preached the benefits of recycling, but unfortunately, they did not often manage to lay down a practical, convenient method to implement such thoughts; so recycling, for a very long time, remained in the realms of theory, and wishful thinking," she said.

http://66.234.3.46/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2003/april/theuae_april4.xml
Zayed Prize and the English Edition of the Magazine

The International Zayed Prize produced its first issue of  The Society and the Environment in English. It was the production of a complete media plan done by the Prize according to a well-established procedures.   

http://www.albayan.co.ae/albayan/2003/04/01/mhl/6.htm
Egypt
The Soft Corals of the Red Sea

After the exceed of Patients suffering from diabetes in Egypt to 8 million people, a research  team in  the  Research National Center achieved a way to obtain something from these soft corals of the Red Sea that helps to decrease the percentage of sugar in the patients 

http://www.asharqalawsat.com/index.htm
Oman
Jelly Fish Attacked Al-Ghabra Desalination Station

 A Wide campaign was able to get rid of the Jelly Fish that stuck on the channels of the station in collaboration with divers, fishermen, and local citizens by using special equipments and special nets.

 http://www.alwatan.com/
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T U E S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
Iraq
*
Annan hopes UN weapons inspectors will return

*
UN relief agencies warn of soaring heat and water shortages

*
UN identifies $1 billion worth of humanitarian goods for priority delivery

*
Annan recommends maintaining UN’s Iraq-Kuwait observer force in region

*
UN expert highlights need for sustained action to promote human rights

Other news
*
Annan ‘happy’ Quartet to push forward with plan for Middle East peace

*
Liberia: UN concerned about safety of abducted aid worker

*
UN agencies join response to help victims of landslide in Bolivia

*
Hundreds in Venezuela displaced by armed groups from Colombia, UN says

*
WHO concerned about respiratory disease cases in Hong Kong housing complex

*
UN committee continues work on draft anti-terrorism treaty

*
Senior official appointed UN’s coordinator for multilingualism

* * * *

Iraq: Secretary-General

1 April – Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today he hoped United Nations weapons inspectors would eventually return to Iraq, noting that their work had merely been suspended.

Speaking to reporters upon arriving at UN Headquarters in New York, the Secretary-General said that if any weapons of mass destruction were to be found, the inspectors should go back to test them. “I hope the time will come when they will be able to do that,” he added.
Asked about what consequences it might have for the legitimacy of military action if such weapons are not found, the Secretary-General noted that, although the issue before the Security Council was one of disarmament, “the Council had not endorsed this war.”

As for Iraqi threats concerning suicide attacks throughout the Arab world, the Secretary-General stressed that, “if we were to have suicide attacks around the world, most people would see it as illegal, it would be seen as terror against innocent civilians.”

Turning to the humanitarian situation, the Secretary-General said he was concerned about the conditions in the besieged Iraqi cities. “With the hot season coming on, if you have no water and electricity, it can lead to sanitation problems,” he said. “I know efforts have been made by the Red Cross and some of the others on the ground to get the water up and running and that is what we would expect.”
In reply to a question about what the UN could do “way down the road,” Mr. Annan said that while the main focus now was on the humanitarian situation, the Council would discuss the UN’s future role and perhaps ask the world body to take on additional responsibilities as it has done in other situations. “It is not excluded that the UN will play an important role but that is a question that the Council will have to deal with,” he added.

The Secretary-General was also asked about feelings among Arab ambassadors that he had not been vocal enough about what was happening in Iraq. “I think I have said enough – before the war – and even now I’ve been saying a lot about war,” he replied, adding that those who wanted the war to end and the UN to bring about a ceasefire would obviously want him and the Council to be “a bit more active on that front.”

On calls for a General Assembly meeting to condemn the war, the Secretary-General said there had been discussions about it and he was not sure if delegates had agreed on it or not, “but obviously there’s lots of unhappiness in this building about the war.”

* * *
Iraq: humanitarian

1 April – As United Nations relief agencies struggled to move more humanitarian aid into Iraq, stifling heat amid a continuing water shortage emerged today as a new threat to the health of the civilian population, especially children.

“It is interesting and important to note that the temperature on the border between Kuwait and Iraq today is a stifling 37 degrees – 99 degrees Fahrenheit,” Geoffrey Keele, spokesman for the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) told the daily briefing in Amman, Jordan, on UN humanitarian activities.

“In weather like this, the need for water, already acute in several places, becomes more and more urgent. Dehydration among young children is a concern. Access to safe water also remains a concern, and grows, as the temperature increases.”

Mr. Keele noted that three tankers, under contract to UNICEF from private companies and carrying almost 100,000 litres of water, managed yesterday to make their way safely to Um Qasr in southern Iraq across the border from Kuwait. Deliveries were made to local hospitals and health centres – making sure that supplies went to those who needed them most.

There was now a limited supply of water and electricity serving different parts of Basra, Iraq’s second city to the north of Um Qasr, where the 1.7 million residents have been hard pressed for both since the early days of fighting, said Veronique Taveau, spokesperson for the UN Humanitarian Coordinator in Iraq (OHCI).

At the Wafa’ Al-Qaed pumping station outside the city, the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) and local technicians were trying to connect the three remaining back-up generators providing power to the station, she said. Despite slight improvements in water provision, the ICRC remains concerned about the water and power supply situation.

The World Health Organization (WHO) reported that while information coming from the centre and south of Iraq indicated there were relatively good medical stocks, water shortage was the most serious constraint.

The hospitals in Samarra, Najaf and Nassiria were believed to be affected by a serious lack of water, spokesperson Fadela Chaib said. For the time being, despite the high potential, there were no reports of infectious diseases outbreaks throughout the country, she added.

In the north of Iraq, Mr. Keele said two trucks with 16 tons of medical supplies, 6 tons of water purification supplies and educational materials were making their way through customs and inspections on the border from Turkey.

The UN High Commissioner for the Refugees (UNHCR) continued to report no significant refugee arrivals anywhere in the region.

* * *

Iraq: Oil-for-Food

1 April – The United Nations office overseeing the humanitarian Oil-for-Food programme today said it has identified over $1 billion worth of goods and supplies as potential priorities for delivery to Iraq over the next 45 days.

According to the Office of the Iraq Programme (OIP), the deliveries would come under the recent adjustments to the suspended programme, which allows Iraq to use part of its oil revenues to buy humanitarian supplies and on which 60 per cent of the population depend as its sole source for food.

The programme was temporarily halted on 17 March following the withdrawal of all UN staff from Iraq on the eve of hostilities until last Friday, when the Security Council adopted a new resolution giving Secretary-General Kofi Annan more authority to administer the operation for the next 45 days.

The initial assessment by the OIP and UN relief agencies has identified more than 450 contracts for medicines, health supplies, foodstuffs, water and sanitation and other materials identified by the Council as priorities for shipment, the Office said. The contracts are held by suppliers from some 40 countries representing almost every region of the world.

The ongoing review of contracts in the Oil-for-Food pipeline includes priority goods already in transit by land and sea, and priority items approved but not yet shipped that stand the greatest chance of being accelerated in the pipeline to reach their destination within the 45-day window provided by the resolution, according to the OIP.

The programme has asked individual UN agencies to “adopt” the most urgently needed supplies already in transit, according to their needs, and go directly to suppliers to re-negotiate the most favourable terms for rapid delivery. A review of the approved but unshipped contracts will then follow, with agencies again asking the suppliers to urgently identify the status of these orders and modalities for rapid delivery to Iraq.

* * *

Iraq-Kuwait

1 April – Secretary-General Kofi Annan has recommended retaining in Kuwait City for a further three months a small logistics headquarters of the United Nations mission monitoring the Iraq-Kuwait border to support UN activities in the region, where the world body is currently concentrating on humanitarian relief.

“The small headquarters at the UNIKOM logistics base in Kuwait City will undertake liaison duties and provide valuable support to other United Nations activities, as the need arises,” Mr. Annan says in his latest report to the Security Council on the operations of the UN Iraq-Kuwait Observation Mission (UNIKOM).

“I recommend that this residual peacekeeping presence be maintained at an appropriate level for a further three months, until 6 July 2003, subject to any further decisions the Council may take regarding the UNIKOPM mandate.”

Mr. Annan withdrew all UNIKOM personnel from the border region on the eve of hostilities in Iraq but maintained a small headquarters consisting of 12 military officers, 20 essential civilian staff and some local personnel in Kuwait City.

In his report, the Secretary-General says UNIKOM’s full staff has only been dispersed temporarily and the timing of its return to its assignments will be decided in consultation with the Council.

UNIKOM was set up in 1991 after the war that followed Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait to monitor the demilitarized zone between the two countries.

* * *

Iraq: human rights

1 April – The United Nations, especially its human rights entities, owe it to the Iraqi people to help them in the healing process, tackle urgent humanitarian issues, and protect the supreme right to life in the face of war, the UN expert on the country’s human rights situation said today.

In opening the annual debate on the situation of human rights in Iraq in the UN Commission on Human Rights, Special Rapporteur Andreas Mavrommatis stressed that since “war, with all its horrors” had begun, there is now an “imperative necessity” for continued action to promote human rights in Iraq, and eventually, to ensure the effective application of civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights for the future.

“This presupposes an adequate UN human rights presence in Iraq which, in cooperation with the authorities, could assist in the gradual attainment of full compliance with international human rights norms,” said Mr. Mavrommatis. While it might seem inappropriate to talk about the future while people are being killed, he added, it was crucial to redouble UN efforts to secure the fundamental freedoms of the Iraqi people.

“Our thoughts are with Iraqi civilians, especially innocent women and children who have already suffered so much in the past,” the Rapporteur said, stressing that the international community now expected the war to end at the “soonest and that events such as the carnage in the market place of Baghdad would not occur again.”

Emphasizing that respect for the right to life enjoined combatants to abort the process when the targeting of “assets” entails foreseeable risks to civilians, Mr. Mavrommatis echoed Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s call that parties should scrupulously observe international humanitarian law and shield the civilian population from the consequences of war.

Although the events in Iraq forced him to postpone his second substantive visit to Iraq, Mr. Mavrommatis said he would continue dealing with information regarding serious allegations of human rights violations, including assisting in the process of tracing and accounting for Kuwaiti prisoners of war and missing persons, other missing persons including Iraqis, and the issue of people expelled or forced to relocate.

He reiterated his determination to deal with all human rights questions in full cooperation with the authorities, without prejudging any issue, and with the main intention being to ensure the enjoyment of human rights by all the Iraqi people without fear, favour or discrimination.

* * *

Middle East

1 April – Secretary-General Kofi Annan has said he is “happy” that the diplomatic Quartet – comprising the United Nations, European Union, Russian Federation and United States – is determined to move ahead with a plan to resolve the Middle East crisis.

Speaking to a group of eight Palestinian journalists visiting UN Headquarters in New York yesterday, the Secretary-General said he was happy that US President George W. Bush had reasserted that he intends to press ahead with the Quartet’s so-called Road Map, and noted that British Prime Minister Tony Blair also agreed that the group should move forward with the plan as soon as possible.

“I would hope that now that Abu Mazen has been appointed Prime Minister, the Road Map will be released and the parties can sit at the table to discuss its implementation,” Mr. Annan added.

In his remarks, the Secretary-General noted that, unlike the sequential approach that had been tried before, which he said “has not worked,” the plan places parallel demands from both parties and envisages a monitoring mechanism to ensure that both parties are performing. “I am particularly happy that the Quartet is determined to move ahead with the plan, and I hope that we can work with your government, and also with the Israelis,” he said.

Meanwhile on the situation in Iraq, the Secretary-General told the journalists the crisis has highlighted the significance people around the world place in the United Nations, and he pledged that UN humanitarian aid would flow back into the country as soon as practicable.

A major point of interest about the crisis was the fact that the peoples around the world joined in, pleading for a peaceful settlement, insisting on the role of the UN, Mr. Annan said.

“To have this many people out there demonstrating for peace…and the attention they focused on the UN is an indication that, for governments and peoples around the world, what happens in the Security Council is important, and they expect a lot of the Council, which also puts quite a lot of challenge on us,” he said.

* * *

Liberia

1 April – The United Nations has voiced increasing concern at the fate of a humanitarian worker missing in Liberia following the recent release of three of his colleagues who had also been abducted by an armed group of men.

The four employees of the UN World Food Programme (WFP) were among a large group of relief workers from international aid agencies seized by unidentified combatants last Thursday following a rebel attack in Zwedru on a transit camp for 6,000 refugees who had fled violence in Côte d’Ivoire.

“The abductors told the released WFP aid workers their colleague would be freed on Saturday, but by Monday morning we still had no news about any such release,” the WFP country director in Liberia, Justin Bagirishya, said yesterday. “As time goes by, we are growing increasingly concerned about his safety.”

The four workers, Wilfred Tokpah, David Pewee, Solomon Fayiah and Velicious Moulton, are Liberian nationals. Early last Friday all but Mr. Moulton, established radio contact confirming they had been released. The group crossed the border into Côte d’Ivoire and eventually reached the agency’s sub-office in the west of the country.

* * *
Bolivia

1 April – United Nations agencies have joined forces with local authorities and rescue workers struggling to deliver humanitarian aid to victims of a devastating landslide that hit a small gold mining village in northern Bolivia yesterday.

The UN country team in Bolivia dispatched an assessment mission today in support of local and national relief efforts responding to the landslide, which occurred in the small town of Chima, some 250 kilometres from La Paz. Although preliminary reports indicate that damage was extensive, heavy rains and flooding have cut off communications to the town, hampering efforts to confirm the number of those killed or missing.

The mission, which includes representatives of the World Food Programme (WFP) and the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF), will work alongside search and rescue teams and neighbouring communities. WFP is providing enough food – 5.5 tons – to feed 200 affected families for 15 days. The UN World Health Organization, together with the Pan American Health Organization (WHO/PAHO) will provide medicines.

* * *

Colombia

1 April – Hundreds of people have been displaced by incursions into Venezuela by irregular armed groups from Colombia and reported armed clashes along the border between the two countries, the United Nations refugee agency said today as it appealed to all combatants to respect the rights of the civilian population.

“These events signal a worrying escalation of the Colombian conflict and underscore the growing humanitarian impact on the countries neighbouring Colombia,” UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) spokesperson Kris Janowski said of the incursions.

Mr. Janowski said an estimated 200 persons, including more than 90 children, fled the remote Rio de Oro area of northwestern Venezuela when Colombian paramilitaries entered the zone two weeks ago. UNHCR has also received unconfirmed reports that some 600 others had fled into the surrounding mountainous area. 

“UNHCR appeals to all combatants to respect the rights of the civilian population, and to all governments in the region to continue to abide by their international obligations and ensure the right to asylum,” Mr. Janowski said, adding that the agency also, “requests the Venezuelan authorities to provide all the necessary security guarantees for humanitarian staff to undertake an assessment mission to the area as soon as possible.”

In the last two weeks there have been reports of armed clashes between Colombian guerrilla and paramilitaries in the border zone, according to UNHCR. These irregular armed groups also reportedly clashed with the Venezuelan army. Last weekend, Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez declared that he had ordered a bombing raid against suspected Colombian irregular forces inside Venezuelan territory. 

* * *

WHO

1 April – The United Nations lead health agency has expressed concern over cases of a mysterious respiratory disease in a Hong Kong residential complex, where the illness seems to be transmitted in a way not yet understood.

The World Health Organization (WHO) said concern mounted this weekend about a possible outbreak of Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) in the large housing estate of 10 35-storey blocks, which has some 15,000 residents. Of the 45 new SARS cases hospitalized on Saturday, 28 were all residents of the estate. The next day, 36 of the 60 new patients admitted with probable SARS were also from the same residential complex.

The health agency said most of those affected were in vertically arranged apartments in a single block, suggesting that SARS in Hong Kong may be spreading according to a different pattern – still involving close person-to-person contact with bodily secretions. Epidemiologists are considering the possibility that these secretions containing the causative virus might somehow enter common systems linking rooms or flats.

A total 213 residents of Amoy Garden in Kowloon District have been admitted into hospital with suspected SARS, according to the Hong Kong Department of Health. Of these, 107 patients resided in Block E, which is now under isolation and residents have been instructed to remain in their flats until midnight on 9 April.

Hong Kong health officials said they have taken environmental samples from Block E and investigations are under way to determine a possible explanation for this apparent vertical spread. The results will also help determine the source of infection in and the mechanisms by which the pathogen has spread.

Local epidemiologists have identified a possible “index” case in the Amoy Garden outbreak: a man, now hospitalized in Prince of Wales Hospital, who visited his brother in Block E several times.

As of today, a total of 1,800 cases in 17 countries resulting in 62 deaths have been reported.

* * *

Terrorism

1 April – A United Nations General Assembly committee has begun its latest negotiating session on a draft treaty dealing with terrorism, with its focus directed to the thorny issue of defining terrorism and its relation to liberation movements.

The Ad Hoc Committee on Measures to Eliminate Terrorism, which opened its seventh session yesterday, heard opposing views regarding key provisions of an international comprehensive convention on terrorism, one of two draft treaties currently being elaborated by that body.

While the Committee has made rapid progress in negotiating the majority of the 27 articles of the comprehensive treaty, which was submitted by India during the Committee’s fifth session in 2001, it has narrowed its focus to three particularly difficult areas, including a definition of terrorism and its relation to liberation movements, and the possible exemptions to the treaty’s scope, in particular the activities of armed forces.

Established by the Assembly in 1996, the Ad Hoc Committee has the task of harmonizing international legal structures against terrorism. So far, it has successfully negotiated two treaties: the 1997 International Convention for the Suppression of Terrorist Bombing, and the 1999 International Convention for the Suppression of the Financing of Terrorism.

The Committee is also mandated to continue consideration of the outstanding issues on a convention for the suppression of acts of nuclear terrorism, as well as to keep on its agenda the issue of convening a high-level United Nations conference to formulate an organized international response to terrorism.

* * *
Multilingualism

1 April – Secretary-General Kofi Annan has appointed a senior United Nations official as the world body’s coordinator of questions relating to multilingualism.

The appointment of Shashi Tharoor as Coordinator for Multilingualism is in implementation of a General Assembly resolution requesting the appointment of a senior Secretariat official as coordinator of questions relating to multilingualism throughout the Secretariat.

A national of India and a career international servant, Mr. Tharoor joined the United Nations in 1978 and rose through the ranks to his current position as Under-Secretary-General for Communications and Public Information. His new functions are in addition to his current responsibilities as head of the Department of Public Information (DPI).

* *** *

_________________________________________________________________________________________
DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General.

           Good Afternoon.

           **Guests at Noon

           I have brought three people back to talk to you about the “oil-for-food” programme at your request yesterday. 

     Apparently, you still have questions following the high-level briefing we provided on Friday.  We describe this as a

     working-level briefing.  Philip Ward, who is the programme adviser for the World Food Programme (WFP) is here in

     New York.  He was, indeed, at the Friday briefing but he’s back again today.  From the Office of the Iraq Programme,

     we have Darko Mocibob, and from the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, Oliver Ulich.  So, these are

     people who do the work there, and we hope have answers to all your questions.  We’ll be getting to them in just a

     minute.

           **Secretary-General on Iraq

           The Secretary-General spoke to reporters upon entering the Building, and expressed his hope that UN

     weapons inspectors would eventually return to Iraq.  He noted that the inspectors’ work has merely been suspended,

     and he said that, if any weapons of mass destruction were to be found, the inspectors should go back to test them.

           Asked about what consequences it may have for the legitimacy of military action if such weapons are not

     found, the Secretary-General noted that, although the issue before the Security Council was one of disarmament, he

     said “the Council had not endorsed this war”.

           He said, in response to a question about Iraqi threats concerning suicide attacks throughout the Arab world

     that, “if we were to have suicide attacks around the world, most people would see it as illegal; it would be seen as

     terror against innocent civilians”.

           Asked about the humanitarian situation, he said he was concerned about the conditions in the besieged Iraqi

     cities.  With the hot season coming, he said, “if you have no water and electricity, it can lead to sanitation problems”. 

     We have the full transcript of his remarks upstairs.

           **Iraq -- Humanitarian

           We also have the briefing notes from Geneva and Amman, Jordan, on the humanitarian consequences of the

     war in Iraq.

           The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) said that UNICEF was concentrating its work in the north of

     Iraq, where it estimated that 280,000 persons were displaced.  UNICEF has been attempting to send humanitarian aid

     with trucks contracted privately -- through several fronts, into Iraq, with varying degrees of success so far.

           Today, UNICEF reported that two trucks of essential humanitarian aid are making their way through the

     customs and inspections processes on the border between Turkey and northern Iraq.  The supplies are destined for

     Dohuk, Erbil and Sulaymaniyah.  And would be the first time humanitarian supplies have been delivered through this

     route, in the north.

           UNICEF also noted that the temperature on the border between Kuwait and Iraq today is a stifling 37 degrees

     -– 99 degrees Fahrenheit.  In weather like this, the need for water, already acute in several places, becomes more and

     more urgent. Dehydration among young children is a concern.  Access to safe water also remains a concern, and

     grows, as the temperature increases.

           The World Food Programme reported that staff members continued to work in three northern provinces.

           In Geneva, WFP reported that it hoped that its staff could return to Iraq within a month to get the food public

     distribution system, which was already in place in Iraq, working and reaching more than 27 million Iraqis within the

     oil-for-food framework.  WFP estimated that 16 million Iraqis were totally dependent on the oil-for-food programme. 

     WFP hoped to be able to distribute around 480,000 tons of food every month in Iraq.  In response to a question on why

     its programme would not start for a month, WFP said that was because they estimated that there was food in the

     country to last until the end of April, and there was also the security situation to take into consideration.

           **‘Oil-for-Food’ Programme

           The Office of the Iraq Programme said today that an initial assessment of contracts in the UN humanitarian

     pipeline for Iraq has identified over $1 billion worth of goods and supplies as potential priorities for delivery over the

     45-day period established by Security Council resolution 1472 (2003), which last until

     12 May.  The assessment includes more than 450 contracts across the spectrum of medicines, health supplies,

     foodstuffs, water and sanitation and other materials identified by the Security Council as priorities for shipment.  The

     contracts are held by suppliers from some 40 countries representing almost every region of the world.  The full text of

     the oil-for-food update is available upstairs.

           **UNIKOM

           The Secretary-General, in his latest report to the Security Council on the UN Iraq-Kuwait Observer Mission

     (UNIKOM), which is out on the racks today, said that conditions in the Mission’s area of operations deteriorated so

     markedly that he was finally obliged for security reasons, and because the peacekeepers could no longer fulfil their

     mandate, to suspend its operations on 17 March.

           By 21 March, he added, UNIKOM had evacuated all its personnel, with the exception of a small headquarters,

     consisting of 12 military officers,

     20 essential civilian staff and some local staff, which remains in Kuwait City.  That headquarters, he said, will

     undertake liaison duties and provide valuable support to other UN activities as the need arises, and he recommended

     that the Council maintain that small peacekeeping presence for three months, until 6 July, subject to any further

     Council decisions.

           **Iraq -– Human Rights

           In Geneva today, the Commission on Human Rights discussed the situation of human rights in Iraq, and the

     special rapporteur dealing with that topic, Andreas Mavrommatis, drew attention to what he called the “imperative

     necessity” for continued action to promote human rights in that country.  That, he said, presupposes an adequate UN

     human rights presence in Iraq, which, in cooperation with the authorities, could assist in the gradual attainment of full

     compliance with international human rights norms.   Mr. Mavrommatis also emphasized that the war should be over at

     the soonest and that “events such as the carnage in the marketplace of Baghdad would not occur again”.  We have the

     text of his introductory statement available upstairs.

           **Security Council

           Ambassador Adolfo Aguilar Zinser of Mexico took over today as President of the Security Council for the

     month of April and is having bilateral consultations with other Council members.  He is scheduled to hold a press

     conference tomorrow, following consultations on the Council's programme of work, which will be made available at that

     time.

           Available on the racks today is a letter from last month's Security Council President, Ambassador Mamady

     Traoré of Guinea, to the Secretary-General, saying that the Council has extended the deadline for nominations of

     short-term (or ad litem) judges to the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda, until 15 April.

           **Middle East

           The Secretary-General met yesterday afternoon with a group of eight visiting Palestinian journalists, and

     discussed with them the current situation in Iraq and the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

           On the latter issue, he said he was very happy that United States President George W. Bush had reasserted

     that he intends to press ahead with the Quartet’s road map, and he said, “I would hope that now that Abu Mazen has

     been appointed Prime Minister, the road map will be released and the parties can sit at the table to discuss its

     implementation.”

           He said that, unlike the sequential approach that had been tried before, which he said “has not worked”, the

     road map places parallel demands from both parties and envisages a monitoring mechanism to ensure that both

     parties are performing.  We put out his opening comments to those journalists yesterday.

           **Colombia -- Humanitarian

           The Office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) says that incursions into Venezuela by

     irregular armed groups from Colombia are taking place, and reported armed clashes in the border between the two

     countries have reportedly caused the forced displacement of hundreds of people.  UNHCR says that these events

     signal a worrying escalation of the Colombian conflict and underscore the growing humanitarian impact on the

     countries neighbouring Colombia.

           UNHCR appealed to all combatants to respect the rights of the civilian population, and to all governments in

     the region to continue to abide by their international obligations and ensure the right to asylum.  We have briefing

     notes with more details.

           **Liberia -- Humanitarian

           One of four WFP aid workers abducted last week in Liberia is still missing, although his three colleagues have

     been released, the food agency reports.

           **Multilingualism

           The Secretary-General has appointed Under-Secretary-General for Communications and Public Information

     Shashi Tharoor as Coordinator for Multilingualism.  Since 1999, that post has gone to a senior Secretariat official to

     coordinate questions relating to multilingualism throughout the Secretariat.

           Mr. Tharoor, an Indian national, will perform his new functions in addition to his current responsibilities as the

     head of the Department for Public Information.  The post was previously filled by Miles Stoby of Guyana.  We have a

     press release on the racks on that subject.

           **Landslide in Bolivia

           The United Nations country team in Bolivia is responding to a landslide that occurred in the town of Chima,

     some 250 kilometres from La Paz, yesterday.  Though preliminary reports indicate that damage was extensive, the

     number of those killed or missing as a result of the disaster cannot yet be confirmed.

           In support of the Bolivian authorities’ own relief efforts, an assessment mission, including representatives of

     the WFP and UNICEF, is under way.  The WFP is providing 5.5 metric tonnes of food, enough to feed 200 affected

     families for 15 days.  And the World Health Organization (WHO), together with the Pan American Health Organization

     (PAHO) will provide medicines.  We have a press release on that.

           **SARS

           Finally, the World Health Organization is concerned about the cases of Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome,

     or SARS, in a Hong Kong apartment complex as the disease seems to be transmitted there in a way that is not yet

     understood.  So far, 213 people from the complex, which has a total of 15,000 residents, are suspected of having

     SARS.

           The latest figures from WHO indicate more than 1,800 cases in 17 countries resulting so far in 62 deaths.  We

     have a press release with more on that.

           That’s all I have for you.  Any questions before we go to our three guests?  Liz?

           Questions and Answers

           Question:  Regarding that port of Umm Qasr, there is a report in The New York Times that basically says the

     port is still standing idle and it’s the fault, according to the US officials there, of the UN Security Coordinator in New

     York who has not, that office has not yet deemed that the port is safe or declared it safe. And there are further

     accusations that this is really politically motivated, not security.  Do you have any comment on this or explanation of

     what might be going on there?

           Spokesman:  Frankly, I don’t understand it.  If the United States has effective control of the town and the port

     of Umm Qasr, the United States is responsible under international law for humanitarian assistance to the civilian

     residents.  The United Nations Security Coordinator has not at this time cleared any part of Iraq for work by

     international staff.  And as you’ve heard me reporting every day, we’re doing everything we can to maintain operations

     with local staff, more in the north than in the center, and in the south where the Iraqi authorities have asked us to

     suspend our operations.  So, frankly, I don’t understand the allegation.  Yes?

           Question:  It could be the allegation is tied to the fact that the United Nations as the NGOs, as the AID, is

     waiting to see whether they can distribute, it or the military has decided to distribute, for example, the wheat that the

     WFP has on hand and so forth.  And I think that’s where the politics came in to (inaudible) the United Nations is

     (inaudible).

           Spokesman:  On the specific matter of the WFP, those are the two shiploads from Australia, 100,000 metric

     tons of wheat that, I think, just yesterday there was agreement reached with the WFP to transfer that wheat to the

     WFP for distribution.  So, why don’t I let Philip Ward take up that question when he comes up here?  Yes?

           Question:   The Secretary-General yesterday after his meeting with the Arab group had said that he is now

     calling on the belligerents and he specified; he said the “coalition and the Iraqi government”, which was my

     understanding is that it was the first time that he used the “Iraqi government” since he decided to pull United Nations

     personnel out of Iraq.  I was just wondering if that signals a change in the Secretary-General’s attitude to the war in

     Iraq now?

           Spokesman:  There is no change in his attitude to the war.  He was against it from the beginning in the hope

     that a peaceful solution could be worked out.  He was deeply disappointed when the Security Council failed to reach

     agreement.  In his letter to the Security Council recommencing an overhaul of, or an adaptation of, the oil-for-food

     programme, he referred to the de facto authorities.  I’d have to look at the record to see if it’s the first time he’s

     mentioned the Government of Iraq in that amount of time.  It would surprise me if that were so.  So, no, I don’t see any

     significance to his mentioning the Government of Iraq.  Yes, Greg?

           Question:   Fred, can you give us some idea about whether there are any discussions under way intended to

     identify a figure or coordinating figure for the United Nations in Iraq in any post conflict era; and, if so, how far down the

     line are those discussions?

           Spokesman:  We’re not discussing post-conflict Iraq with any government authorities.  I’ve already indicated to

     you that, within the privacy of the four walls of this building, there’s contingency planning being done for a variety of

     different possible outcomes.  But we’re not prejudging the outcome of this conflict and we’re not prepared to discuss

     the contingency thinking that’s going on at this time.

           No more questions?  Okay, so why don’t I ask our three guests to come up here?

                                                 * *** *




UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





� HYPERLINK  \l "Eden" ��Boston Globe - Reclaiming an Iraqi Eden�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Pollution" ��Greenwire - Iraq: pollution causing enviro threat -- U.N.�


� HYPERLINK  \l "War" ��Scripps Howard News Service - War leaves increased pollution in its wake�


� HYPERLINK  \l "UNEP" ��Washington File - UNEP Says Smoke from Burning Oil Creates Health Risks�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Water" ��AllAFrica News Agency - A continent that is in dire need of water solutions�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Uganda" ��AllAfrica News - Uganda Praised At Green Meet� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Conservation" ��UNEP Says Population Growth Undermines Conservation� 
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