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Threatened Pacific islands drowning in rubbish 
By Melissa Fyfe
Environment Reporter 
April 2, 2004 
Pacific islands, in danger of disappearing under rising seas, are drowning in rubbish.
Nauru's shoreline has a blue-green rim that clanks gently on the tide - thousands upon thousands of Foster's and Victoria Bitter beer cans.
"The drift line is all beer cans," said Australian marine biologist Robin South, who included this snippet in a landmark United Nations Environment Program assessment of the Pacific region.
Litter and waste disposal was a universal problem on Pacific islands and in many other paradise nations, UNEP found. Rubbish is fast approaching climate change as a key threat to the future of small island states.
The world's islands are running out of space to dump rubbish. They suffer from river and groundwater contamination and their turtles and marine birds are dying because of the litter. Mangroves are being lost to landfill and recycling is almost non-existent, UNEP's international water assessments found.
At a meeting of environment ministers in South Korea, UNEP executive director Klaus Toepfer said small islands across the Caribbean and the Indian and Pacific oceans were some of the most vulnerable areas on earth.
Other threats to islands included rising sea levels due to climate change - Tuvalu recently reported that three islets are now submerged - over-fishing, freshwater shortages now and in future, and inadequate sanitation services.
Professor South, director of the Townsville-based International Ocean Institute Regional Centre for Australia and the Western Pacific, said waste disposal on islands was not easy.
"There is no simple way to dispose of a car body on a Pacific island. No one comes and picks it up in a truck," he said.
"I think we do have reason to be concerned about the way things are going (in the Pacific)."
Island nations needed to be aware of the impact of environmental issues on tourism. "Tourists are coming to see pristine beaches and beautiful coral reefs and if the country is unable to deal with its waste disposal and pollution issues, this will ultimately impact on the so-called paradise image the islands have," Professor South said. 
One report released this week estimated that plastic waste on developing small-island nations had increased fivefold since the early 1990s.
In parts of the north-east Pacific, 98 per cent of sewage was discharged untreated into the sea.
UNEP's Pacific region report said: "A short walk along any coastline close to human habitation in the Pacific islands will reveal many examples of inappropriate waste disposal, even where there is a municipal collection system."
The report on the Indian Ocean region found that dumping waste at sea added to marine debris and coastal pollution. On islands such as the World Heritage-listed Aldabra, giant tortoises were suffering from rubbish washed ashore.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

The Dominion Post (Wellington, New Zealand)
April 1, 2004, Thursday

UN stands by NZ 'dead zone' claim

BYLINE:  O'SULLIVAN Matt

BODY:
UNITED NATIONS' scientists are sticking by their claims two marine areas they have labelled "dead zones" can be found off New Zealand's coast.

Although far from specific, the UN's Environment Programme says a "persistent" dead zone is lurking off the South Island's southern coast while another "episodic" zone is appearing to the east of Auckland. 

The concern is that the low levels of oxygen in the water make it difficult for fish, oysters and other marine creatures to survive.

But New Zealand experts remain baffled by the claims and have questioned where the UN agency got its information.

UN spokesman Nick Nuttall said the information for the year book was collated by a respected group of researchers at the Virginia Institute of Marine Science in the United States.

"There are two low oxygen-depleted areas that we have identified in coastal waters off New Zealand," he said from Korea.

But Janet Grieve, a biological oceanographer with the National Institute of Water and Atmospheric Research, said the scientists may have misinterpreted data.

The coastal waters off Fiordland were the only likely area the scientists could have been referring to and, even then, waters there became deoxygenated only occasionally and by natural means -- not through runoff from fertiliser.

New Zealand scientists had also discovered that most of the nitrogen in the Hauraki Gulf -- if that was where the UN body believed a dead zone existed -- came from the ocean and not from farmland or built-up urban areas.
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Evidence is growing that methyl bromide damages the ozone layer

BYLINE: By MARGOT WALLSTROM
From Mrs Margot Wallstrom.

Sir, S. Fred Singer seeks to trivialise the impact of methyl bromide on the ozone layer by stating that my letter of March 25 "lacks any scientific base".

In fact, the 2002 scientific assessment produced for the parties to the Montreal protocol by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), Nasa, the United Nations Environment Programme and the World Meteorological Organisation report that the ozone-depleting potential of this pesticide is higher than nearly half of the 96 substances controlled by the Montreal protocol. Moreover, it is between 45 and 60 times more damaging to the ozone layer than the chlorine found in chlorofluorocarbon refrigerants, whose production was banned in developed countries almost 10 years ago. 

The latest report by NOAA issued in August 2003 reports a 13 per cent decline of methyl bromide in the atmosphere since 1998, which it attributes largely to reductions in use. The scientists were able to discern reductions from ground-based measurements recorded over the past eight years at 10 stations around the world.

Since January 1 2003, the protocol has restricted developed countries to less than 30 per cent of their 1991 level of consumption. There is, therefore, growing evidence that, despite substantial natural sources, it is man-made methyl bromide that is damaging the ozone layer.

Last week the Montreal protocol permitted 11 parties to produce in 2005 some 12,200 tonnes of methyl bromide as exemptions to the January 1 2005 ban. The US, Prof Singer's own country, requested 60 per cent of the total tonnage, which rather contradicts his comment that "production can be stopped".

Clearly it cannot be stopped yet and much work needs to be done to eliminate this pesticide to avoid exposing further generations to high ultraviolet levels as a result of a damaged ozone layer.

Margot Wallstrom, European Commissioner for the Environment _________________________________________________________________________________________
Mercury News

U.N. Tackles Link Between War, Environment

HANS GREIMEL
Associated Press
JEJU, South Korea - The U.N. Environment Program adopted a resolution Wednesday tackling the ways environmental problems can trigger war, but activists accused it of dodging other important issues.

The three-day forum of environment ministers and officials from 150 countries also adopted a "Jeju Initiative" aimed at identifying the world's best water conservation practices and endorsing them as examples for water-starved countries.

Klaus Toepfer, executive director of UNEP, called the initiative an "important paper" but conceded "we cannot simply have a smile on our face."

He said UNEP needs better funding, a complaint echoed by environmental groups in attendance. France has been pushing to make the U.N. program, which is voluntarily funded, a mandatory-funded higher-tiered U.N. agency with more authority.

Friends of the Earth, a Netherlands-based environmental group, was disappointed the summit didn't provide more time to talk about that campaign.

"It should have been combined with concrete steps forward on substantive issues," said Simone Lovera, the group's international campaign coordinator.

The U.N. Environment Program's budget last year was US$48.9 million, not enough to take on such diverse matters as global warming, overfishing, deforestation and water shortages, she said.

Earlier Wednesday, delegates approved a measure to have scientific teams research links between regional conflicts and water shortages, soil degradation and pollution.

Identifying the links between environment degradation and war could serve as an early warning system, letting policy makers know that if certain environmental problems crop up, they could spur political tensions, UNEP spokesman Nick Nuttall said.

It is commonly assumed by conservationists that environmental degradation can spike tensions and possibly trigger conflict. Problems are often thought to stem from environmental refugees who flee floods, water shortages, dust storms or pollution, and venture into new areas where they are not always welcome.

But more research is needed because the links aren't well understood.

"One key question is whether a declining environment automatically triggers instability and conflict," Toepfer said in UNEP publication released at the summit. "There are cases where conflict has not occurred despite such a decline, and others where it has. So it may be that a degraded environment is a trigger among a suite of factors."

The discussions in Jeju, a South Korean resort island, formed the basis for talks next month in New York with the U.N. Commission on Sustainable Development.

That meeting will assess progress toward the United Nation's target of halving the number of people with no access to safe drinking water or basic sanitation by 2015.

Globally, about 1.1 billion people lack access to safe drinking water, while another 2.4 billion lack access to basic sanitation, UNEP says. Nearly 5,000 children die every day from diseases caused by a lack of water, it says.

Supplying safe water is increasingly difficult because the world population is growing so fast, by about 77 million people a year, UNEP says.
 __________________________________________________________________________________________ GREENWIRE                                                                                            

Small islands drowning in sewage, garbage, says UN study                                             

 Thursday, April 01, 2004                                                                             

  (Embedded image moved to file: pic13829.jpg)                                                        

  A view of the Riverton City dump in Kingston. According to the UNEP study, small island paradises   

  are heaving under rising levels of rubbish and waste.                                               

 BRIDGETOWN  -  MOUNTING  piles  of  garbage  and  sewage  are burying small islands and turning away 

 tourists,  the  United  Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) said in a study released to the world's 

 environment ministers at a summit on water and sanitation issues in Jeju, South Korea.               

 According  to  the  study,  an  "exploding"  tourism  industry has created a new trend of health and 

 economic  hazards  in  the Caribbean and Pacific, leaving a "paradise" lost of island nations, which 

 have neither the space nor the money to dispose of garbage and sewage.                               

 "Many  small  island  paradises  are  heaving  under  rising levels of rubbish and waste," the study 

 continued.                                                                                           

 Klaus  Toepfer,  UNEP's  executive  director,  noted that small islands across the Caribbean, Indian 

 Ocean  and  the  Pacific  are  some  of the most vulnerable nations on earth because of their remote 

 location and limited natural resources.                                                              

  (Embedded image moved to file: pic30900.jpg)                                                        

  Coretta Christian, a resident of Seaview Gardens sweeps sewage water from in front of her gate      

  while these children look on.                                                                       

 "They  are  threatened  by global warming in the guise of more extreme weather events and rising sea 

 levels, and their water supplies are often restricted."                                              

 In  addition,  Toepfer  pointed  out that the handling of solid wastes from industry, households and 

 tourism was emerging as another "issue" with which small islands needed "advice and help."           

 Garbage  now rates among rising sea levels, overfishing and water shortages as a top danger to these 

 small  island  developing  states  (SIDS), and may, in turn, lead to turned-off tourists, UNEP said. 

 UNEP  warned  that  rapid,  unchecked  development  could  backfire on the islands, as environmental 

 degradation  spoiled  their  allure as a tourist destination. The shoreline of the Pacific island of 

 Nauru,  for  example,  appears blue-green in aerial photos, not from coral reefs, but from mounds of 

 discarded beer cans, UNEP said.                                                                      

 This  study  by  the  UNEP  came  a  decade  after  a  landmark world conference met to plan for the 

 sustainable future of the world's small islands.                                                     

 Since  the  1994 Barbados summit on small island states, the level of plastic waste on many of these 

 islands  has  grown  five  times,  said  the study. In the Caribbean, about 90 per cent of untreated 

 sewage is discharged into the sea; in the Pacific, about 98 per cent.                                

 Worldwide, about one in 20 people become ill from swimming in waters polluted by sewage, said Veerle 

 Vandeweed, who coordinated the study.                                                                

 Ironically,  most of the environmental damage from tourism comes during the construction of resorts, 

 not  their  operation,  because of decisions to build too close to fragile coastlines and industrial 

 waste,  Vandeweed  said.  In  the  Caribbean  alone, the number of tourists rose 19 per cent to 17.1 

 million a year from 1993 to 1997.                                                                    

 The  piled-up trash also encourages vermin such as rats, which carry such diseases as leptospirosis, 

 plague, scabies and other tropical illnesses.                                                        

 Polluted coastal waters were also linked to oxygen-starved "dead zones", threatening fish and marine 

 life and undermining traditional island fishing industries.                                          

 The allure of Nauru and other so-called "paradise islands" that are dependent on tourist dollars for 

 survival  is  rapidly  vanishing, and they need urgent help in managing a problem they are unable to 

 deal with alone, UNEP continued.                                                                     

 "Such  wastes  are not only unsightly and a threat to wildlife, they can also contaminate rivers and 

 ground waters as they slowly degrade," Toepfer remarked.                                             

 The  Alliance  of  Small  Island  States  (AOSIS), a group of 45 island nations, is working with aid 

 agencies,  the  private  sector  and  other  governments  to  gain  access  to better waste disposal 

 technology and funds, said AOSIS chairman Jagdish Koonjul of Mauritius.                              

 Koonjul  said  the  islands' sanitation problems had worsened because of the lack of fresh water. He 

 linked  this  to  rising  ocean  levels worldwide, triggered, in part, by global warming, which have 

 meant that freshwater wells were increasingly tainted with seawater.                                 

 The  discussions in Jeju, a South Korean resort island, will likely be followed up when the UN hosts 

 a  ten-year  review of the progress made by the world's small island developing states (SIDS) in the 

 Indian         Ocean         island         of        Mauritius        in        late        August. 

 "Barbados  Plus  10"  is a follow-up conference to the landmark Global Conference on the Sustainable 

 Development   of   Small   Island   Developing   States,   held   in   Barbados   in   April   1994. 

 The global conference was seen as the first global partnership for sustainable development since the 

 1992 Rio Earth Summit, a UN conference on environment and development.                               

 Caribbean  ministers  met  in the Bahamas in January this year to prepare for the "Barbados Plus 10" 

 summit.  The  officials sought to generate ideas on how to deal with such issues as the rising level 

 of seas due to global warming, vulnerability to storms and hurricanes, coral reef protection, trade, 

 tourism, freshwater shortages, energy, transport and communications, and HIV/AIDS.                   

 - GREENWIRE                                                                                          
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Daily Star (Bangladesh)

Indian inter-river link project
Dhaka urges UNEP to carry out emergency study
UNB, Dhaka

Environment and Forest Minister Shajahan Siraj urged the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) to carry out an emergency study on extent of environmental degradation to take place in Bangladesh if India implements its proposed inter-river link project.

The minister made the call while addressing the plenary session of "The 8th Governing Council of Global Ministerial Environment Forum" in Jeju Island of South Korea yesterday, says an official handout.

He said navigability is life-blood of Bangladesh as a lower riparian country. "So the flow of Brahmaputra, Ganges and Meghna rivers is important for the life and living of Bangladesh people".

But due to construction of Farakka barrage by India, the largest mangrove forest Sundarbans, recognised by UNESCO as one of the world's heritages, is facing ruination and desertification has already started in the northwestern region, he said.

If India's proposed project is implemented, he said, the flow of rivers through Bangladesh will slow down causing a great loss in environment and agriculture, fish, irrigation and water transport sectors. Besides, it will raise salinity in coastal areas, dry up water bodies and multiply arsenic problem. It amounts to threat to the existence of Bangladesh, he added.

Shajahan Siraj urged the UNEP to give special focus on environmental issue in water resources management. To conserve bio-diversity, the minister called for maintaining flow of rivers and involving all global partners in water resources management.

The three-day ministerial level meeting began in Jeju Island on Monday. Korean Environment Minister Dr Kwak Kyul-Ho and Executive Director of UNEP Dr Klaus Topfer addressed the inaugural function.
 
_________________________________________________________________________

The Times of India

April 2, 2004

LENGTH: 395 words
HEADLINE: Rising mercury levels make fish risky eating

BYLINE: Sharmistha Chatterjee

BODY:


Think twice before you tuck into your favourite seafood. It could have serious health implications.

The US Food and Drugs Administration recently set guidelines on fish consumption, especially for pregnant women and children. The cause for concern: high mercury content. 

Closer home, Mumbai is one of the hot spots of mercury contamination - it's 1.6 times higher than permissible levels. "High mercury levels have been detected in fish along coastal areas," says Chandra Bhushan, social director, Centre for Science and Environment (CSE), which has a report based on studies by the Central Pollution Control Board and state pollution control boards. As per a report by Dr R C Srivastava, Industrial Toxicology Research Centre, Lucknow, to the United Nations Environmental Programme, daily intake of mercury by Mumbai residents is estimated at 0.5 to 0.8 micrograms.

High mercury contamination has been found in Ulhasnagar, Powai and Vihar lakes, Arnapura Farms and Kalu river. "The presence of methyl mercury, lead, cadmium and other heavy metals in fish is growing," says Dr A D Sawant, professor at the Institute of Science. "The closer to shore the catch, higher the contamination - especially bombay duck, pomfret, shrimp and crab." Doctors warn that widespread contamination has cast a shadow over nutritional benefits of fish. Exposure to mercury in the womb can cause learning deficits, delay kids' mental development and other neurological problems. Mercury consumed by a pregnant woman through contaminated fish can cross her placenta to damage the baby's brain.

Says Bittu Sahgal, editor, Sanctuary magazine, "What we need are not mere guidelines but a ban on fishing in areas where unacceptably high mercury contamination has been proven - such as Thane Creek." Also, suggests Kishore Wankhade, senior programme officer, Toxics Link, "The government should introduce fish advisories for coastal states." The future, otherwise, is rather grim, says Sawant.

"We are all sitting on a Minamata Bay (Japan) kind of a situation where after nearly 30 years of environmental abuse, the effects of mercury poisoning manifested itself among the locals."

sharmistha.chatterjee@ timesgroup.com

Mercury exposure in the womb can cause . . .

Learning deficits

Delayed mental development

Neurological problems

Damage to the baby ' s brain
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Payvand's Iran News ...
Iran, UNEP to broaden cooperation on environment 
Tehran, March 30, IRNA -- The Islamic Republic of Iran and the Governing Council of the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) signed on Tuesday a memorandum of understanding (MoU) on expansion of environmental cooperation between the two sides. 

The MoU was signed on the sidelines of the 8th special session of the Governing Council of the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) in Cheju, South Korea, by Iranian Vice President and Head of the Department of the Environment (DoE) Masoumeh Ebtekar and UN under- Secretary-General and UNEP Executive Klaus Topfer. 

The MoU calls for expansion of mutual cooperation in evaluating environmental standards, capacity building, augmenting environmental knowledge, expansion of regional and sub-regional cooperation, projects pertaining to environmental funds as well as filing a comprehensive report on the status of environment in Iran. 

The Iranian envoy to the conference called on the UNEP to establish its regional office in the Islamic Republic of Iran. 

The Iranian vice president and head of the DoE also conferred with Switzerland environment minister on expansion of mutual cooperation on environment. 

Referring to disastrous environmental situation in the occupied lands of Palestine, she urged the international community to pay due attention to the issue. 

Addressing the World Environmental Ministers' Meeting on Monday, Ebtekar announced Iran's support for international initiatives to promote sustainable global development as well as combination of environmental policies with development strategies. 

She warned against severe climatic conditions, bio-diversity and safety, saying, "All countries should pay further attention to their common responsibility towards the world." 

Global environmental issues related to water, infrastructure reforms for better coordination of environmental conventions and protocols are among the topics to be discussed at the meeting. 

Ebtekar left here Saturday to attend the World Environmental Ministers' meeting as well as the the 8th special session of the Governing Council of the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP). 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ENS

INSIGHTS: The Kyoto Protocol and Russia's Energy Future 
{Editor's Note: Vladimir Slivyak is a leader of Ecodefense! an international, nongovernmental, non-profit, environmental organization founded in 1990 in Kaliningrad, Russia. Ecodefense! stands on principles of deep ecology, biocentrism, and nonviolence combined with social responsibility and justice. It is a member of the Social Ecological Union, an umbrella organization for hundreds of environmental NGOs in the former USSR.} 

By Vladimir Slivyak 

MOSCOW, Russia, April 1, 2004 (ENS) - Russia needs environmentally clean energy and an immediate decommissioning of its old nuclear power plants. Ratification of the Kyoto Protocol may bring funds needed for this purpose. Russian and Danish environmental organizations have initiated activities aimed at the promotion of renewable energy in Russia. 

For Russia, just as for any industrially developed country, the energy sector is probably the most important industry in a strategic sense. Economic development requires a stable energy supply. And it doesn't necessarily increase even if Gross Internal Production doubles. 

Sound governmental policy toward ecologization of the energy sector can simultaneously stabilize energy consumption while ensuring economic development. In Denmark, where economic growth in late the 1980s to the early 1990s was not followed by increasing in energy consumption, provides an excellent example. 

Presently, Russian energy industry has a range of problems, in particular those able to prevent further effective development of the country. Capacities are worked out and demand replacement or reconstruction. 

The problem tends to be extremely urgent in the nuclear sector of the industry, as it's not possible to shut a nuclear power plants down by simply pressing a button and this way solve the problem of old and dangerous reactors. 

For the next decade nuclear units will present a threat and consume lots of energy and, therefore, will still demand investments that are never going to be repaid. But at the same time, no one wants a new Chernobyl which would not only destroy many lives but also push economical development of Russia far backward, and that means old reactors must be decommissioned. 

[image: image4.jpg]


On Wednesday near the State Parliament in Moscow, political and environmental activists protested first stage approval of a law banning demonstrations near administrative buildings and nuclear facilities. Three people were arrested. Protesters include Sergey Mitrokhin, former member of parliament from the liberal party Yabloko (right), and Vladimir Sivyak of Ecodefense! (left). (Photo courtesy Vladimir Slivyak)
The sooner it is done, the sooner we will have one of the most urgent problems of the energy sector solved and ensure its sustainable and environmentally sound development. 

Russia currently has 30 nuclear reactors operating at 10 nuclear power plants that provide about 14 percent of national energy consumption. Dangerous units, having their resource worked or about worked out, are located at Bilibinsk, Kola, Leningrad, and Novovoronezh nuclear power plants and produce about six percent of Russian energy. 

By 2010 there will be 19 such reactors producing nearly 60 percent of energy consumed in Russia. The strategy of Minatom and Gosatomnadzor (GAN - a nuclear regulatory body) to prolong lifetime of old nuclear units is a serious mistake that must be corrected as soon as possible. 

It's practically impossible to upgrade old reactors to meet international safety standards since their design was projected long before Chernobyl, while the reactor safety improvements have been developed and implemented already after the worst nuclear catastrophe in the human history took place in April 1986. 

A safe alternative is obviously necessary to solve the problem. From environmental point of view, the most suitable decision is renewable resource development - wind, solar, biomass, geothermal. But the efforts of environmentalists alone are insufficient for that, unfortunately, it's impossible to implement this idea without governmental participation and support. 

In the experts community there is a vision of renewable energy as not being suitable for Russia due to its insufficient potential. According to the International Energy Agency, renewable resources could meet about 30 percent of Russia's energy demand although renewables are now supplying about one percent. 

Another 20 percent of energy in Russia can be saved through simple energy effiency technologies as well as well thought out governmental policy regarding industrial consumers. 

Concerning household consumption, there is also a great potential for energy saving if there is a sound promotional campaign organized on the national level. This way, development of environmental technologies in the field of renewable energy resources and energy effiency in the energy sector appears to be capable of providing about half of Russian needs for electricity and heat. 
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the Kola nuclear power plant is located above the Arctic Circle on the shore of Lake Imandra and generates electricity for the Kola Peninsula. (Photo courtesy Rosenergoatom)
These strategies can help Russia to abandon dangerous nuclear reactors and guarantee avoidance of serious nuclear accidents in future. 

An example of development in this direction is Germany, a country that is already decommissioning its nuclear power plants that supply about 30 percent of national energy demand. At the same time a govermental subsidy program is working for those willing to produce energy using renewable resources. 

In accordance with a governmental program of renewable energy development, by 2020-2025 energy demands that will arise due to closure of all German nuclear power plants may be covered by environmentally clean energy resources. 

Another example is Denmark, a world leader in environmentally clean energy development. About 14 percent of energy demand in Denmark is covered by renewable resources. In 1985, under the public pressure, Denmark adopted a final decision to ban nuclear energy and invest in environmentally clean energy. In result, today Denmark gets the same percent of its energy demand from renewable resources as Russia gets from its dangerous nuclear power plants. 

Now environmental organizations in Russia and Denmark have started activities to replicate this experience. For instance, Ecodefense! group runs projects in Ekaterinburg, Voronezh, Kaliningrad and elsewhere focused on the promotion of renewable energy and raising authorities' and businessmen's interest in it these technologies. 

In January 2004, a group of Danish experts visited these regions to provide consulting assistance to Russian environmentalists. 
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NPO Astrophysica solar thermal collector dish test facility at Gribanovo, Russia. (Photo by Allan Lewandowski courtesy NREL)
A scheme proposed by environmentalists includes a very important link that must not be forgotten - the funds needed to achieve progress. It's clear that environmentally clean development of the Russian energy sector can lead to production of more energy to export. But that will hardly be enough for large-scale reconstruction of the industry. 

Environmentalists suppose that funds needed to develop environmentally clean energy use and for decommissioning of dangerous nuclear power plants may be raised using the Kyoto Protocol mechanisms. 

According to the Western experts, ratification of the protocol, aimed at solving a climate change problem, could bring to the Russian treasury up to $10 billion from trading ??2 emissions limits, and up to another $10 billion through other mechanisms considered under the treaty. 

Drawing back from academic research on climate change and scientific discussion on reasons for climate convulsions, there are many positive and pragmatical arguments for ratification, from reducing Russian own emissions that will make an extremely positive effect to the environment and health of present and next generations of Russians, to attracting investments for large-scale development of Russian energy sector and its improvement in environmental terms. 

Unfortunately, Russia has still refused to ratify the Kyoto Protocol in spite of the international community urging Russia to join this United Nations environmental initiative. 

Hopefully, in the future the Russian government will revise its approach to one of the most important international environmental and economic treaties and decide to join. It would be not very bright to miss what may be the only chance, in the foreseeable future, to ensure rapid and environmentally clean development of the Russian energy industry.

 _________________________________________________________________________________________ENS

UK Given 60 Days to Expedite Nuclear Waste Inspection 

BRUSSELS, Belgium, March 31, 2004 (ENS) - The European Commission has ordered British Nuclear Fuels Ltd. to clean up an old nuclear waste pond at its Sellafield facility to a standard that will allow international inspectors to see whether or not any of the radioactive material has been diverted to make bombs. 

The EU executive Tuesday gave the state-owned company that operates Sellafield until June 1 to present an overall plan that ensures adequate accounting for the nuclear material in question, as well as physical access to the Cumbrian nuclear processing plant or face fines. 

Loyola de Palacio, the EU Vice-President responsible for Energy and Transport, said the UK must comply with the provisions of the Euratom Treaty and permit the inspections. 

"This problem has been known for a long time, but no concrete initiative has been taken by the operator to rectify it," said the vice president. "The situation had therefore become untenable for the Commission. It calls into question the credibility of our safeguards, which our team of inspectors has been carrying out for 50 years in accordance with very high standards." 

An open air spent nuclear fuel storage pool at Sellafield (Photo courtesy U. Wales, Aberystwyth)
The nuclear material in question is held underwater in a concrete pond known as B30. Built in 1959 to store and unpack uranium fuel rods used to power Britain’s first generation of military and civil reactors, B30 was phased out in the 1970s after some fuel started to corrode, and it was closed down in 1992. 

The open air pond contains uranium, plutonium, and other radioactive wastes such as caesium and strontium. 

In accounting terms, the Commission said Tuesday, "it is impossible to determine accurately the quantities of material stored, and on-the-spot inspections cannot take place because of the high level of radiation and poor visibility in the part of the facility concerned." 

Estimates for uranium in the pond range between 300 and 450 metric tons, and there may be as much as 1.3 tons of plutonium but it is impossible to tell because pond visibility is restricted by algae. 

Confidential British Nuclear Fuel (BNFL) documents leaked to the London "Sunday Herald" last July indicate that the company does not know precisely how much radioactive material is in the pond. 

BNFL documents published by the newspaper and dated 1999 give a glimpse of what corrosion and decay have done to the underwater waste. “Individual elements have also fallen from various process operations," the company wrote. "Poor pond visibility and accumulated sludge in the pond make it difficult to retrieve spilt fuel and undertake visual inspections." 

BNFL's Sellafield nuclear facility on the Cumbrian coast (Photo courtesy BNFL)
For years, the Commission said, its inspection service has warned BNFL that the nuclear material held in B30 could not be inspected properly, in contravention of the Euratom Treaty. 

Recognizing that technical difficulties prevented an immediate solution, the Commission has regularly requested BNFL, the last time in March 2003, to submit an overall plan detailing the measures needed to put an end to the situation. 

In the past, BNFL has made commitments to remedy the problem, but has so far failed to come up with a formal action plan or adopt the measures needed to put an end to the infringement once and for all. 

Now the EU executive has lost patience with the delay and is demanding an action plan within 60 days. 

In addition, the UK authorities are required to submit to the Commission every six months a report on progress towards implementing the plan. 

Greenpeace says it supports the European Commission's move to force BNFL to clean up the B30 spent nuclear fuel pond at Sellafield but it is a move that should have been made years ago. 

Greenpeace nuclear campaigner Jean McSorley said, "The UK Government and BNFL have prevaricated for years about this waste, despite the fact that they knew there was a huge problem. The Commission has also failed to act on this for the past 14 years, and during that time has repeatedly told the European Parliament and the Council that the situation at Sellafield was fine." 

 __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reuters

Five EU States Submit National CO2 Emission Plans


BRUSSELS - The European Commission has received five national plans for curbing carbon dioxide emissions, part of the 15-nation bloc's scheme to meet commitments made under the Kyoto Protocol, it said yesterday. 

"We had five notified plans as of midnight. But we know there are others in the pipeline - it's a question of when they will arrive and we know that all of them are on their way," Ewa Hedlund, the Commission's environment spokeswoman, told Reuters. 

The countries that had notified their plans by the Commission's deadline of midnight (2200 GMT) on March 31 were Austria, Denmark, Finland, Germany and Ireland, she said. 

EU governments must submit plans for distributing CO2 credits in their countries as part of the EU's pioneering emissions trading scheme (ETS) to start in January 2005. 

ETS is a central element of the EU's bid to meet climate change targets under the Kyoto Protocol to reduce the greenhouse gas emissions that scientists say cause global warming. 

However, the Commission will not know until next week whether all 15 countries have complied with the deadline as the time of a postmark is also valid. 

This means that if a country can prove its plan was sent before the deadline, it will escape a Commission "infringement letter," a first warning of impending legal action. 

All countries were still expected to send in their plans and none had requested extra time, Hedlund said. 

"They're all working on the plans, we've known that all the time. The ones that have made them public, we know they're very close," she said, citing Britain, Portugal and the Netherlands. 

"We will get them very soon. We are expecting all of them, there is no country that says they will not do it," she said. "We have to see when we actually get them all in and look into the reason for the delay." 

Story Date: 2/4/2004 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Environment Ministry ready to present solid waste strategy

The Environment Ministry will present during the next Cabinet meeting its 50-page national solid waste strategy, with the hope of tackling the ongoing solid waste problem after constant criticism for not taking any action over the issue. 

However, environmentalists long for more than a strategy, which they criticize as not even meeting the basics of the solid waste problem. 

“We need a solid waste law, which will serve as a reference to our government when treating solid waste so that they do not make decisions on their own,” Greenpeace Campaigner in Lebanon Wael Hmaidan said. 

Hmaidan has been following the solid waste issue since last year and has offered the Cabinet a zero solid waste strategy similar to ones implemented in developed countries. 

http://www.dailystar.com.lb/article.asp?edition_ID=1&article_ID=359&categ_id=1
Qatar

Contest winners given cash awards, certificates

presented cash awards and certificates to winners of the painting competitions organised by it last year in connection with the Qatar Environment Day. 
Rohin John Johnson, who stood first, received a QR1,500 cash award. 
Johnson’s painting was selected by a panel of judges who evaluated more than 400 entries. Johnson has won several prizes in national and international competitions conducted by various forums. The competition, open to children of all ages had ‘Our Land, Our Desert, Our Flora and Fauna’ as the theme
http://www.gulf-times.com/
Syria

Minister tours irrigation projects\

Irrigation Minister Nader al-Benni recently toured irrigation and water projects in Idleb governorate. ‏ 

The minister was briefed on developing al-Rouj plains, the pumping stations and storage tanks which can hold more than 15 million cubic meters of water. ‏ 

The minister was also briefed on the difficulties that the work progress faces. The minister showed the ministryصs readiness to present the necessary facilitations concerning the projects which ensure agricultural, economic and social stability. ‏ 

The minister called on the workers to exert efforts to participate in the comprehensive progress that Syria is witnessing under the leadership of President Bashar al-Assad. ‏ 

http://www.teshreen.com/syriatimes/_economi.asp?FileName=20040331055404
UAE

Environment course for private firms

The Sharjah Environment and Protected Areas Authority is organising an environment administration course for private companies and organisations in cooperation with the Sharjah Chamber of Commerce and Industry (SCCI) and the United Nations Environment Programme, Regional Office for West Asia, today. 

The workshop, which is organised as part of Sharjah Award for economic distinction, focuses on how to develop the environmental administration of the private sector.

 

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2004/march/theuae_march774.xml
__________________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Marie Okabe, Associate Spokesperson for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon.

**Cyprus Talks
Just before midnight last night in Bürgenstock, Switzerland, the Secretary-General met with the Greek Cypriot and Turkish Cypriot delegations, as well as with the Prime Ministers of Greece and Turkey and representatives of the United Kingdom and the European Union.  Those six delegations were presented with copies of the final version of his plan for Cyprus, which ran some 9,000 pages, including annexes.

The Secretary-General said that the Greek Cypriots and Turkish Cypriots will decide whether or not to accept the plan, in separate referenda to be held on 24 April.  He told the leaders of the two communities that they have the responsibility to inform their people about the plan, which he said provides Cyprus with “a secure framework for a common future”.

He warned, “The choice is not between this settlement plan and some other magical, mythical solution.  In reality, the choice is between this settlement plan and no settlement”.  The Secretary-General urged the parties not to miss this opportunity.

His Special Adviser on Cyprus, Alvaro de Soto, spoke to the press last night, telling them, “The deed is done”.

He said he believed that the plan has been considerably improved in recent days, and that it will allow the separate constituent States to run their own affairs in safety and in dignity.

De Soto said he would travel back to New York today, to brief the Security Council on the recent developments in Cyprus.  We have copies of the Secretary-General’s remarks last night and the transcript of de Soto’s press briefing upstairs.  The plan is posted on the UNFICYP Web site which you can get upstairs from our office.

**SG in Vienna
The Secretary-General is in Vienna today, where he will attend the semi-annual meeting of the UN Chief Executives Board, which gathers together the heads of all the UN agencies, funds and programs, tomorrow.

Today, he met with Heinz Fischer, the former President of the Austrian National Council, with whom he discussed Cyprus, Iraq, Kosovo, North Korea, the Middle East and UN reform.

The Secretary-General then met with Austrian Foreign Minister Benita Ferrero-Waldner, and discussed Cyprus, Iraq and the Middle East.  They also reviewed Austrian-UN relations.

Later today, the Secretary-General was to meet with Austrian President Thomas Klestil.  The two then were to call on Crown Prince Abdullah of Saudi Arabia, who is in Vienna on an official visit.

**Afghanistan
The talks on Afghanistan closed today in Berlin, and the Secretary-General’s Special Representative, Jean Arnault, said that the proceedings had been very encouraging.

Arnault said there has been a candid assessment of the achievements of the Bonn process, and also of outstanding challenges, particularly those stemming from factionalism and the booming narcotics industry.

He added that, in the countdown to elections, the clock starts ticking today, and the Afghan leadership now knows that it has the full backing of the international community for the difficult choices it has to make.

The final declaration of the conference said that donors would provide $8.2 billion for Afghanistan’s needs over the next three years, with $4.4 billion pledged for the first year.

Also today, UN High Commissioner for Refugees Ruud Lubbers hailed the return of more than 3 million Afghans over the past two years, but warned of the need for continued attention to security and reconstruction.  We have the transcript of Arnault’s comments, as well as other press releases on the Berlin conference and on today’s press briefing from Kabul all upstairs in the Spokesman’s office.

**Security Council
Ambassador Gunter Pleuger of Germany has taken over the Presidency of the Security Council for the month of April.

No Council consultations are scheduled today, while the Council President meets bilaterally with Council members to discuss the programme of work for this month.  The Council is expected to hold consultations on its programme of work tomorrow morning, and Ambassador Pleuger will brief you once those consultations have ended.  And we expect that to be around 12:30 tomorrow afternoon.

**Iraq
The Security Council yesterday afternoon, following the noon briefing, sent a letter to the Secretary-General, responding to his 26 March letter providing details about the organization and terms of reference for an independent, high-level inquiry into the administration and management of the “oil-for-food” programme.

Council members welcomed the Secretary-General’s decision to establish the inquiry.  Council members expressed their readiness to cooperate with the inquiry accordingly, and called upon other Member States to act likewise.

**UNRWA
The UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees (or UNRWA) today stopped distributing food aid to some 600,000 refugees in the Gaza Strip, following recent restrictions placed by Israel at the sole crossing point through which the Agency brings assistance.  That decision affects about half of the refugees who receive the Agency’s food aid in the occupied Palestinian territory, according to UNRWA.

The Agency says that efforts to persuade the Israeli authority to lift the transport restriction have so far failed, forcing UNRWA to suspend delivery of 11,000 tons of food from the port of Ashdod.  Commissioner-General Peter Hansen appealed to the Israeli authorities to lift the restrictions.  We have a press release upstairs with more details.

**DR Congo
The UN Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo paid tribute yesterday to two peacekeepers who died in the past month -- a Uruguayan corporal killed in a road accident in Uvira in the east on 19 March and a South African soldier shot dead by unidentified assailants in Bukavu also in the eastern part of the DRC on 30 March.

The Secretary-General’s Special Representative, William Swing, said that the tribute was an opportunity to reflect on why the UN mission was in the DRC and to remember the 3 million Congolese who have died in the conflict that displaced millions more.  He added that the peacekeepers in the DRC had one common mission:  to restore peace using weapons such as negotiation and diplomacy, and, in case of failure, to use every other necessary means to protect civilians.

**Kosovo - Airport
Turning to Kosovo, the UN Mission there today formally took over authority for the Pristina airport.  The move comes after five years of NATO-led military control, during which the airport served as Kosovo’s lifeline to the outside world.

Speaking at the handover ceremony today, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative, Harri Holkeri, said the handover conveys the message that progress is occurring –- despite the terrible setbacks caused by the recent violence in the region.  We have more on Holkeri’s comments in a press release available upstairs.

**Côte d’Ivoire
Also on Security Council matters -- there is an exchange of letters on the racks between the Secretary-General and the President of the Security Council confirming the appointment of Major General Abdoulaye Fall of Senegal to the post of Force Commander of the UN Operation in Côte d’Ivoire.

**World Chronicle Television Programme
Just two other brief announcements:  The World Chronicle programme no. 931 featuring Børge Brende, the Chairman, UN Commission on Sustainable Development, will be shown today at 3:30 p.m. on in-house television channel 3 or 31.

**Press Conferences Tomorrow
And for press conferences tomorrow, at 11:30 a.m., members of the Human Rights Committee bureau -- Sir Nigel Rodley, Ivan Shearer, Rafael Rivas Posada and Roman Wieruszewski -- will be here to brief you on the work of the current session of the Committee which will end tomorrow.

At 12:30, as I mentioned, or immediately after the consultations, the President of the Security Council for April, Ambassador Gunter Pleuger, will be here to brief you on the Council’s work programme for April.

And at 1:30 p.m., the head of the Serbian Orthodox Church in Kosovo and Metohija, Bishop Artemije of the Diocese of Prizren and Raska, will be in this room to talk about the consequences of the latest violence in there.

And that’s all I have for you today.  Any questions?  Yes, Linda?

Questions and Answers
Question:  Marie, just two things.  First off, the Secretary-General is now in Vienna and I understand he won’t be returning to Headquarters until after Easter.  Can you share with us anything about his schedule next week?  And, secondly, are there any further developments regarding the independent panel to investigate the oil-for-food programme?

Associate Spokesman:  Let me start with your latter question.  As I mentioned to you, the Security Council did send a letter to the Secretary-General yesterday welcoming the inquiry that the Secretary-General had outlined to them last week.  And the Secretary-General is currently in the process of coming up with members of the panel, which he will inform the Council about as soon as he is ready to do so.

Question:  Do you think it will be next week or this week?  Any sense of time?

Associate Spokesman:  Well, he was hoping to do it as quickly as possible.  I was informed today it could be early next week.  It’s really hard to tell at this point because he is still contacting various potential members.  So, we’ll let you know as soon as we can.

About the Secretary-General, as I just mentioned, he is in Vienna to meet with his UN colleagues of the Chief Executive Board.  I think we had flagged to you his programme before his departure.  But one of the things that is on his agenda is on 7 April.  He will be in Geneva on the tenth anniversary of the Rwanda genocide commemoration.  That had been announced, that he would be in Geneva to participate in that commemoration and to make a statement that we have already flagged.  Yes, Mr. Abbadi?

Question:  Marie, on the Cyprus issue, de Soto says that “the deed is done”.  How confident is the Secretary-General that the Cypriot society will approve the settlement plan in the referendum?

Associate Spokesman:  Well, as you know, this event just took place at 11:45 last night.  I think he has stated what he intended to last night.  And Mr. de Soto will be here tomorrow so, I think we should probably pose these questions to Mr. de Soto when he comes tomorrow.

They’re no more other questions?

Have a good afternoon.  Thanks.

* *** *
ROWA NEWS BRIEFING


1 April 2004






































.
















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































22 May, 2001





UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





� HYPERLINK  \l "Rubbish" ��The Age - Threatened Pacific islands drowning in rubbish�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Deadzone" ��The Dominion Post (Wellington, New Zealand) - UN stands by NZ 'dead zone' claim�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Ozone" ��Financial Times - Evidence is growing that methyl bromide damages the ozone layer�


� HYPERLINK  \l "War" ��The Mercury News - U.N. Tackles Link Between War, Environment�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Garbage" ��GREENWIRE - Small islands drowning in sewage, garbage, says UN study�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Dhaka" ��Daily Star - Dhaka urges UNEP to carry out emergency study�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Mercury" ��The Times of India - Rising mercury levels make fish risky eating�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Iran" ��Payvand's Iran News ... - Iran, UNEP to broaden cooperation on environment� 
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