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THE ENVIRONMENT IN THE NEWS

Wednesday, 2 February 2005


Other Environmental News
· BBC - Clinton made UN's tsunami envoy
· AP - Clinton Is U.N. Point Man for Tsunami Aid
· Xinhua - HEADLINE: Plans adopted for tourism recovery in tsunami-hit countries
· BBC - CO2 emissions put corals at risk
· BBC - Arctic ozone may drop to new low

Environmental News from the UNEP Regions

· ROAP
· ROWA

· ROE 

· ROLAC


Other UN News
· UN Daily News of  1 February 2005
· S.G.’s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of 1 February  2005

Chemie.de
Linde demonstrates ways towards a mobile hydrogen society on the "International Hydrogen Day"

02/01/2005 - Around 200 representatives from politics and business, as well as the worlds of academia, finance, and the media - from more than ten countries - are expected on 24 February 2005, when the "International Hydrogen Day" takes place in the "Axica" at the Brandenburg Gate in Berlin. 
 
This event, to be staged under the auspices of the "United Nations Environment Program" (UNEP) headed by Professor Klaus Töpfer, will be organized for the second time by the technology group and leading gas producer Linde AG. The German Minister for Economic Affairs, Wolfgang Clement, will explain the federal government's position and activities surrounding the theme of the event, "sustainable mobility & hydrogen". 
 
The European Commission, Japan's Ministry of Economy, Technology and Industry (METI), the US Department of Energy, as well as the International Energy Agency (IEA) will all be sending other high-ranking guest speakers. At the "International Hydrogen Day", Linde will present a new study into the costs of a Europe-wide hydrogen infrastructure, which will demonstrate ways to achieve a mobile hydrogen society.
____________________________________________________________________________________________

IPS

TRADE-AMERICAS:

How Much Is the Biodiversity of the Andes Worth?

Abraham Lama*

LIMA, Feb 1 (IPS) - Washington's refusal to recognise the right of Andean countries to demand compensation for the commercial use of their biological resources is standing in the way of negotiations for free trade between the United States, Colombia, Ecuador and Peru, agree observers.

As they gear up for the seventh round of talks in February, Washington is insisting that the trade treaty uphold the patents registered by U.S. companies, which are developing biotech products based on the ancestral knowledge of Andean peoples about the pharmacological, nutritional and industrial properties of the local plant life.

The U.S. proposal is included in the chapter on intellectual property of the draft treaty, establishing free access to claiming patents on plants and animals, which would be designated as ''inventions''.

Disagreement on this issue is one of the main stumbling blocks in the treaty negotiations, which continue Feb. 7-11 in their seventh round, in the northern Colombian city of Cartagena.

The demand of the three Andean nations that the pact recognise the economic value of their great biodiversity is the first such claim that Washington has faced in free trade discussions.

In the sixth round of talks, held in the southwestern U.S. city of Tucson, no progress was made towards reaching an understanding on this issue, and according to Peruvian experts there is little reason to hope that the matter will be resolved in February in favour of Andean interests.

However, Peru's deputy foreign trade minister, Pablo de la Flor, said on Jan. 17 that ''perhaps we can advance in the negotiations, because U.S. spokespersons have said they understand our interest in the biodiversity issue.''

His cautious optimism is not shared by Reynaldo Trinidad, editor of AgroNoticias magazine, who told Tierramérica, ''The U.S. negotiators will probably say some words about formal recognition of the importance of biodiversity, but won't give in on what is important: economic compensation for the countries that have shared the wealth of their biodiversity.''

José Luis Silva, president of the Peruvian Institute of Natural Products, agrees with Trinidad. ''In the seventh round of negotiations, the United States will maintain its option to patent as property of its companies the knowledge and the plants and animals from Andean territory, to which they have made some genetic changes, and without paying us a cent.''

''The United States didn't sign the 1992 Convention on Biological Diversity of Rio de Janeiro, promoted by the United Nations. Now, the free trade talks demand sanctions against piracy of intellectual property, but at the same time defends the presumed right of transnationals not to pay compensation for traditional knowledge about the properties of flora and fauna found in our countries,'' said Silva.

University professor Antonio Brack Egg, former U.N. development advisor and one of the leading ecological researchers in Peru, said that because of the ''inherent genetic resources existing in Peru, biodiversity should be its source of strategic revenue in the 21st century.''

In his opinion, because of its extraordinary variety of ecosystems, plants and animals, Peru is one of the top five ''mega-diverse'' countries in the world, and its territory includes part of the Amazon forest, which serves as a regulator of the Earth's climate.

Peru is also one of the world's leaders in plants with beneficial properties that are known and used by the population (4,500 species), the first in acclimated native species (182), and is considered one of the biggest ''warehouses'' of known genetic resources.

The country's cultural diversity is also very broad, with 14 language ''families'' and at least 44 different indigenous groups, whose ancestors for at least the past 10,000 years have selected, domesticated and adapted an extensive range of plant and animal species.

''The ancestral knowledge of the aboriginal population has produces such valuable products as quinine, which saved the world from malaria, and in terms of food, the potato, which in the 19th century saved much of Europe from starvation,'' said Brack.

''In the past few years, other products from the Peruvian people's pharmacopoeia have been exploited by foreign laboratories: cat's claw (Uncaria tomentosa), which boost immunity, 'yacón' (Smallanthus sonchifolius), whose sugar can be used by diabetics, 'sangre de grado' (Croton lechleri) and several products of high nutritional value as food supplements, like the 'maca' (Lepidium peruvianum) and 'camu camu' (Mycrciaria dubia),'' said the expert.

''Peru is a great reservoir of genetic material and of traditional knowledge about the uses of its biodiversity, and has the right to demand preferential treatment'' in trade agreements, Brack said.

(* Abraham Lama is a Tierramérica contributor. Originally published Jan. 29 by Latin American newspapers that are part of the Tierramérica network. Tierramérica is a specialised news service produced by IPS with the backing of the United Nations Development Programme and the United Nations Environment Programme.)

(END/2005)
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Common Dreams

EU Commission Asserts Leadership in Addressing Global Mercury Pollution, Including Export Ban

  

BRUSSELS, BELGIUM -- January 31 -- Environment and health groups welcomed the adoption of the awaited Community Strategy on Mercury, presented today by the European Commission. The Strategy is a step forward at EU and Global level, giving a clear sign that the Commission is prepared to take significant measures to reduce Mercury emissions, supply and demand -not only at EU but also global level- for the protection of the environment and human health.

One point of major importance in the strategy is the intention to phase out and eliminate EU Mercury exports by 2011. "We regret that the date has been pushed back in comparison to earlier drafts, but it is very important that the Commission as a whole has come forward with a proposal, showing Europe's clear responsibility for its Mercury trade with the rest of the world and especially the developing countries, where Mercury is often used in a much less regulated way", said John

Hontelez, EEB secretary General. Nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) welcome as well that, consistent with the export ban, measures will also be adopted to ensure the safe storage of Mercury from decommissioned chlor-alkali production facilities, again asserting EU leadership to remove excess Mercury supplies from the global marketplace.

Other significant action intended for 2005 includes: a) a restriction in the marketing of non-electrical or electronic measuring and control equipment for consumer use and healthcare, b) considering options for abatement of Mercury emissions from small coal combustion, and c) a review of the implementation of existing waste regulations with respect to dental amalgam waste management and ensure correct application.

Despite the intended Mercury export ban, the NGOs caution that greater specificity will be required to adequately implement the phase-out of Mercury production at the world's largest mine in Almaden, Spain. Stricter measures should also have been proposed regarding emissions from larger coal fired combustion plants because of the significance of this emissions source both within Europe and globally. This source is too great to rely simply on sulphur dioxide controls to adequately reduce Mercury emissions.

With respect to strategic actions at international level, the NGOs commend the Commission for supporting all ongoing international activities, while proposing other action, including pilot projects to reduce emissions from coal burning in countries such as China, India and Russia. The Commission's advocacy of a global phase-out of Mercury primary production, encouraging other countries to stop surpluses re-entering the market, under an initiative similar to the Montreal Protocol on ozone-depleting substances, should become the central argument to the UNEP Governing Council meeting in Nairobi in February. At this meeting, measures aimed at limiting the impact of Mercury and its compounds on human health and environment are to be discussed and decided.

"To that end we call upon the Council and the Member States to keep at least this level of commitment contained in the E.C. Mercury Strategy, and to give immediate support to concrete parallel track measures to substantially reduce Mercury demand and releases over the next five years at the upcoming UNEP global debate," said Michael Bender of the Ban Mercury Working Group.

Genon Jensen (director EPHA Environment Network) said 4The public health community welcomes the Commission's Strategy that puts awareness raising and education programs to inform the public of the dangers of Mercury exposure as a key element and prioritizes reducing exposure to vulnerable populations not just here in Europe, but globally.' She continued, 'Implementation and resourcing of the actions will be essential.'

Mercury and its compounds are highly toxic to humans, ecosystems and wildlife. High doses can be fatal to humans, but even relatively low doses have serious adverse effects on the central nervous, cardiovascular, immune and reproductive systems. Mercury has no respect for national or regional boundaries as it travels great distances through the atmosphere. It has contaminated both European and global food supplies at levels which pose a significant risk to human health, according to medical and public health professionals around the world.

For more information: http://europa.eu.int/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/05/114&format=
HTML&aged=0&language(equal)en&guiLanguage(equal)en
http://www.eeb.org/activities/Mercury/041130-Final-Letter-on-Mercury-to-EC.pdf
###
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WebIndia

Don't bring ethics into free trade: WTO chief:-

London | February 01, 2005 6:51:40 PM IST

London, Feb 1 : The head of the World Trade Organisation (WTO) has said a new era of "ethically driven" decision-making may be in the offing but it must not be allowed to impinge on global trade.

Concern about animal welfare in the West may be legitimate, but "if this is brought into areas of trade, then we would have to deal with things that the WTO would not be equipped at the moment to deal with," Supachai Panitchpakdi said in an interview published in The Times newspaper Tuesday.

"I don't think at the moment we are ready to do so," he said.

The comments by Supachai, whose term as WTO chief ends in August, come in the backdrop of increasing global protests over international trade and ethical issues - ranging from genetically modified organisms to child labour, dolphin protection and the environment.

Echoing strong concerns expressed in the past by developing countries such as India, the WTO chief warned that these could be used as excuses to erect protectionist non-tariff barriers.

Instead he suggested a bigger role for the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) to tackle environmental issues.

UNEP could become "a full-fledged organisation to take care of the environment, to take away the hot issue from us. We just do trade," he said.

"When I talk about expansion of the areas of responsibility of this organisation I raise the concern that we [WTO] will go into areas like this. It demands a different kind of expertise that we don't have."

(IANS)
____________________________________________________________________________________________

The Times (London)

February 1, 2005, Tuesday

HEADLINE: We're not yet ready to tackle the ethical issues

BODY:
A NEW era of "ethically driven" decision-making may be opening up but the World Trade Organisation must keep a tight rein on its role in such issues, Supachai Panitchpakdi says.

The Director-General of the WTO accepts, for example, that animal welfare is of great importance to many people in the West, but says: "If this is brought to the areas of trade, then we would deal with things that the WTO would not be equipped at the moment to deal with. I don't think at the moment we are ready to do so."

He says that environmental issues must not become interlinked with trade. He is concerned that there are instances where these issues can be used as excuses to erect protectionist "non-tariff" barriers to trade under the guise of good intentions. Instead, he suggests the United Nations environmental programme becomes "a full-fledged organisation to take care of the environment, to take away the hot issue from us. We just do trade. When I talk about expansion of the areas of responsibility of this organisation, I raise concern that we will go into areas like this. It demands a different kind of expertise that we don't have."

Dr Supachai is encouraged that China is embarking successfully on the second phase of its economic liberalisation. "That will mean a larger presence of foreign entities in their economy. That will be the decisive moment," he says. He says that China has strengthened its intellectual property laws but that more work is needed to enforce measures outside Beijing.



LOAD-DATE: February 1, 2005
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New Kerala News

Don't bring ethics into free trade: WTO chief:

[World News]: London, Feb 1 : The head of the World Trade Organisation (WTO) has said a new era of "ethically driven" decision-making may be in the offing but it must not be allowed to impinge on global trade.

Concern about animal welfare in the West may be legitimate, but "if this is brought into areas of trade, then we would have to deal with things that the WTO would not be equipped at the moment to deal with," Supachai Panitchpakdi said in an interview published in The Times newspaper Tuesday.

"I don't think at the moment we are ready to do so," he said.

The comments by Supachai, whose term as WTO chief ends in August, come in the backdrop of increasing global protests over international trade and ethical issues - ranging from genetically modified organisms to child labour, dolphin protection and the environment.

Echoing strong concerns expressed in the past by developing countries such as India, the WTO chief warned that these could be used as excuses to erect protectionist non-tariff barriers.

Instead he suggested a bigger role for the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) to tackle environmental issues.

UNEP could become "a full-fledged organisation to take care of the environment, to take away the hot issue from us. We just do trade," he said.

"When I talk about expansion of the areas of responsibility of this organisation I raise the concern that we [WTO] will go into areas like this. It demands a different kind of expertise that we don't have."
____________________________________________________________________________________________

US Newswire

EU Commission Asserts Leadership in Addressing Global Mercury Pollution, Including Export Ban

To: National and International desks, Environment Reporter

Contact: Michael Bender of the Ban Mercury Working Group, 802-223-9000 or 802-249-8543(cell), Mercurypolicy@aol.com, http://www.ban.org/Ban-Hg-Wg/ http://www.mercurypolicy.org

Elena Lymberidi of the European Environmental Bureau, 32-2-2891301 or Mercury@eeb.org, http://www.eeb.org

Kevin Brigden of Greenpeace, 44-1392-263782 or kbrigden@diala.greenpeace.org, http://eu.greenpeace.org

Christian Farrar-Hockley of EPHA Environment Network, 32-2333875 or christian@env-health.org, http://www.env-health.org

BRUSSELS, Belgium, Jan. 31 /U.S. Newswire/ -- Environment and health groups welcomed the adoption of the awaited Community Strategy on Mercury, presented today by the European Commission. The Strategy is a step forward at EU and Global level, giving a clear sign that the Commission is prepared to take significant measures to reduce Mercury emissions, supply and demand -not only at EU but also global level- for the protection of the environment and human health.

One point of major importance in the strategy is the intention to phase out and eliminate EU Mercury exports by 2011. "We regret that the date has been pushed back in comparison to earlier drafts, but it is very important that the Commission as a whole has come forward with a proposal, showing Europe's clear responsibility for its Mercury trade with the rest of the world and especially the developing countries, where Mercury is often used in a much less regulated way", said John

Hontelez, EEB secretary General. Nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) welcome as well that, consistent with the export ban, measures will also be adopted to ensure the safe storage of Mercury from decommissioned chlor-alkali production facilities, again asserting EU leadership to remove excess Mercury supplies from the global marketplace.

Other significant action intended for 2005 includes: a) a restriction in the marketing of non-electrical or electronic measuring and control equipment for consumer use and healthcare, b) considering options for abatement of Mercury emissions from small coal combustion, and c) a review of the implementation of existing waste regulations with respect to dental amalgam waste management and ensure correct application.

Despite the intended Mercury export ban, the NGOs caution that greater specificity will be required to adequately implement the phase-out of Mercury production at the world's largest mine in Almaden, Spain. Stricter measures should also have been proposed regarding emissions from larger coal fired combustion plants because of the significance of this emissions source both within Europe and globally. This source is too great to rely simply on sulphur dioxide controls to adequately reduce Mercury emissions.

With respect to strategic actions at international level, the NGOs commend the Commission for supporting all ongoing international activities, while proposing other action, including pilot projects to reduce emissions from coal burning in countries such as China, India and Russia. The Commission's advocacy of a global phase-out of Mercury primary production, encouraging other countries to stop surpluses re-entering the market, under an initiative similar to the Montreal Protocol on ozone-depleting substances, should become the central argument to the UNEP Governing Council meeting in Nairobi in February. At this meeting, measures aimed at limiting the impact of Mercury and its compounds on human health and environment are to be discussed and decided.

"To that end we call upon the Council and the Member States to keep at least this level of commitment contained in the E.C. Mercury Strategy, and to give immediate support to concrete parallel track measures to substantially reduce Mercury demand and releases over the next five years at the upcoming UNEP global debate," said Michael Bender of the Ban Mercury Working Group.

Genon Jensen (director EPHA Environment Network) said 4The public health community welcomes the Commission's Strategy that puts awareness raising and education programs to inform the public of the dangers of Mercury exposure as a key element and prioritizes reducing exposure to vulnerable populations not just here in Europe, but globally.' She continued, 'Implementation and resourcing of the actions will be essential.'

Mercury and its compounds are highly toxic to humans, ecosystems and wildlife. High doses can be fatal to humans, but even relatively low doses have serious adverse effects on the central nervous, cardiovascular, immune and reproductive systems. Mercury has no respect for national or regional boundaries as it travels great distances through the atmosphere. It has contaminated both European and global food supplies at levels which pose a significant risk to human health, according to medical and public health professionals around the world.

For more information: http://europa.eu.int/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/05/114&format=HTML&aged=0&language(equal)en&guiLanguage(equal)en

http://www.eeb.org/activities/Mercury/041130-Final-Letter-on-Mercury-to-EC.pdf

http://www.usnewswire.com/
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Gulf News

February 2, 2005

HEADLINE: DUBAI MUST CRACK THE WHIP ON MOTORISTS TO REDUCE POLLUTION

BYLINE: Chris Sands, Staff Reporter

BODY:


<!-- By Chris Sands, Staff Reporter Dubai must crack the whip on motorists to reduce pollution --><!-- By Chris Sands, Staff Reporter Dubai must crack the whip on motorists to reduce pollution -->Tough limits on traffic need to be introduced in Dubai to help ease congestion and stop pollution, a UN official said yesterday.

The municipality should introduce the restrictions, Dr Habib Al Habr, deputy regional director of the UN Environment Programme's (UNEP) West Asia office, told Gulf News.

"The challenge is to look at the management of the traffic situation and there are several options for what could be done," he said. 

"One of the options would be to restrict, for example, cars entering the city centre and have a pedestrian zone. Another option is to alternate the traffic according to number plates.

"All these are options for management in terms of reducing the emissions and they should be considered. At some stage, they will have no option but to find some alternatives for traffic management."

Dr Al Habr's responsibilities at the UNEP include monitoring environmental concerns in the UAE.

He told Gulf News the country is facing a number of challenges, one of which is reducing pollution from vehicles on the road.

Last month, a source at Dubai Municipality said motorists driving to the city from Abu Dhabi, Sharjah and neighbouring emirates would have to pay a traffic toll starting in early 2006.

Dr Al Habr suggested even tougher measures are needed. These could include allocating specific days in which cars that have number plates starting with odd numbers, for example, are allowed into the city.

He also said the UAE faces another battle in trying to protect its marine environment. "This is a big challenge, to preserve the coastal line and the native biodiversity," the deputy regional director said.

Dr Al Habr was speaking to Gulf News during the Environment 2005 conference being held in Abu Dhabi. The event, which has 338 exhibitors from 41 countries, is regarded as a key international forum where new policies and plans can be drawn-up to help combat pollution.

"From this (conference) we are expecting a declaration on sustainable transportation, something along the lines of a commitment from the countries of the region to push for more sustainable transportation in terms of cleaner fuel," Al Habr said yesterday.

"As a UN agency, we are pushing for more interest from the region in alternative kinds of energy, such as hydrogen and biomass.

"Oil is going to vanish, maybe not in 30 years or 50 years, but, if we wait until the last moment, other regions will have developed the new technology and we will be depending on them."

Dr Al Habr praised the UAE for having large areas of green space, particularly in Al Ain. He also said the country deserved credit for phasing out leaded petrol, but added that the sulphur content in fuel remained too high across the Gulf region.

"If they want to continue to export their oil and be the leaders in this field, they do not have any choice except to align themselves with the standards of the developed world," he said. "They will have to reduce sulphur."

</body> </html>
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Eucrative

La Commission veut lutter contre la pollution par le mercure

In Short:

L'UE entend donner l'exemple en présentant une stratégie ambitieuse de lutte contre la pollution par le mercure. Les exportations européennes de mercure seront progressivement interdites, pour être totalement abolies en 2011.

RELATED

    * La stratégie européenne en matière d'environnement et de santé (SCALE)

Background:

Le mercure (Hg) représente une menace bien connue pour l'environnement et la santé humaine. Se déplaçant dans l'air et dans la chaîne alimentaire (il peut notamment être présent en grande quantité dans la chair du poisson), il peut s'accumuler dans l'organisme et provoquer de sérieux dommages au cerveau et au système nerveux central. Le mercure est essentiellement utilisé dans les thermomètres, baromètres, amalgames dentaires et les batteries, mais aussi dans la production de chlore. 

L'Union européenne est un gros exportateur de mercure, fournissant près d'un tiers de la production globale (1000 tonnes sur les 3600 produites dans le monde chaque année). Le mercure exporté depuis l'Europe est essentiellement un surplus issu du secteur industriel du chlore-alcali.

Des discussions se déroulent actuellement au niveau mondial sous l'égide du Programme des Nations-Unies pour l'environnement (PNUE). 

Issues:

Les principaux éléments de la stratégie de l'UE pour lutter contre la pollution par le mercure sont les suivants :

    * interdiction totale des exportations européennes de mercure à l'horizon 2011 ; 

    * mise en oeuvre d'une action coordonnée à l'échelle mondiale, en coopération avec d'autres pays et dans le cadre de plate-formes internationales ;

    * réduction de la demande en Europe par le biais de restrictions à la vente sur certains produits (par exemple les thermomètres) ;

    * adoption de mesures visant à renforcer la sécurité du stockage des surplus produits par les industries européennes ;

    * réduction de l'ensemble des émissions de mercure au niveau européen ; 

    * développement de programmes de recherche et d'information sur les liens entre mercure et santé (dans le cadre du 7ème PC).

Positions:

L'industrie européenne du chlore-alcali a déjà réduit ses émissions de façon drastique au cours de la décennie écoulée, essentiellement par le biais d'actions volontaires. Réagissant à la nouvelle stratégie présentée par la Commission, Euro Chlor a exprimé son intention de continuer à diminuer le niveau de ses émissions, tout en soulignant qu'"une interdiction unilatérale des exportations européennes n'était probablement pas de nature à résoudre le problème posé par le mercure au niveau mondial". L'organisation réclame des actions coordonnées au niveau mondial, estimant que "dans le cas où ceci ne pourrait être obtenu, les mines de mercure d'autres régions du monde pourraient légitimement accroître leur production pour satisfaire la demande du marché - demande qui pourrait être satisfaite par le mercure recyclé issu de l'industrie européenne du chlore-alcali", a déclaré le directeur d'Euro Chlor.

De leur côté, les défenseurs de l'environnement ont exprimé leur satisfaction suite à la présentation de la stratégie de la Commission. Dans un communiqué de presse, Greenpeace estime que l'UE "assoit son statut de chef de file de la lutte mondiale contre la pollution par le mercure".  Mais les environnementalistes ont également réclamé l'adoption de mesures supplémentaires pour "mettre en oeuvre l'arrêt progressif de la production dans la plus grande mine de mercure de la planète, celle d'Almaden, en Espagne", et demandé que des mesures plus strictes soient prises pour diminuer les émissions produites par les usines alimentées au charbon.

Latest & next steps:

    * La stratégie de lutte contre la pollution par le mercure doit être approuvée par le Parlement européen et le Conseil.

    * Elle servira de base à la position devant être adoptée par l'UE dans le cadre de la prochaine discussion internationale sur le mercure, qui aura lieu dans le cadre du Conseil d'administration du PNUE en février 2005.
___________________________________________________________________________________________
BBC

Clinton made UN's tsunami envoy

Bill Clinton has already taken a lead in appealing for tsunami aid

Former US President Bill Clinton has been chosen to be the UN's special envoy for tsunami relief in Asia.

Secretary General Kofi Annan selected him because of the "energy, dynamism and focus" he would bring to the job, a UN spokesman said.

Mr Annan wanted someone who could address conflicts in the tsunami zone, as well as the aid effort, he added.

Mr Clinton has already been asked by US President Bush to lead efforts to raise relief donations from Americans.

He and Mr Bush's father, former President George Bush senior, have been travelling the US to raise private funds.

Mr Clinton said he would continue his work with Mr Bush "to urge people to contribute to this cause, and the two of us hope to visit the region together later this month".

'Sustaining interest'

After that trip, the secretary general and Mr Clinton are expected to make a formal announcement about his new appointment as special envoy.

The tsunami death toll continues to rise, with more than 200,000 people now thought to have died, the UN says.

"The secretary general is confident that President Clinton will bring energy, dynamism and focus to the task of sustaining world interest in the vital recovery and reconstruction phase following the tsunami disaster," said a statement from UN spokesman Fred Eckhard.

"He believes that no one could possibly be better qualified for this task."

Mr Eckhard told the Associated Press that Mr Annan wants to appoint a special envoy not only to focus on the clean-up and reconstruction, but to try to push for the resolution of conflicts in the two worst-hit countries, Indonesia and Sri Lanka.
____________________________________________________________________________________________

AP

Clinton Is U.N. Point Man for Tsunami Aid 
   BANDA ACEH, Indonesia (AP) _ Former President Clinton became the
U.N. point man for post-tsunami reconstruction and Australia's leader visited Indonesia's battered region of Aceh on Wednesday for a firsthand glimpse of the disaster. 
No one could better ensure that the world does not forget the needs of countries devastated by the Dec. 26 disaster than Clinton, U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan said in an announcement early Wednesday in Asia. 
Clinton, who said he looked forward to his new role, also was tasked to help resolve conflicts with rebels in the two worst-hit countries _ Indonesia and Sri Lanka. 
``President Clinton will bring energy, dynamism and focus to the task of sustaining world interest in the vital recovery and reconstruction phase,'' a U.N. statement said. 
Australian Prime Minister John Howard _ only the second foreign leader to visit Aceh _ surveyed damage by helicopter, visited a field hospital to meet Australian aid workers and discussed Australian-funded relief efforts with Indonesian officials. 
``Nothing I have seen on television could capture the extent of the devastation,'' Howard told reporters after flying the tsunami-battered coast of northern Sumatra. 
``Out of this tremendous tragedy, the people and governments of Australia and Indonesia have worked together harmoniously, purposely and in a compassionate way to bring relief,'' he said. 
Referring to Australian forces helping with recovery efforts, Howard said: ``We are here when we are needed, and when we are no longer needed we go. We are guests in a foreign country.'' 
The death toll Wednesday ranged from about 158,000 to 178,000 across 11 nations hit by the disaster, reflecting separate agency tolls in Indonesia and Sri Lanka. With estimates of up to 142,000 missing, more than a quarter-million people may have been lost. 
Plans moved ahead to install a monitoring system in the Indian Ocean to warn coastal areas of tsunami dangers. The United Nations said it is developing an interim system to serve until there is a full-fledged network, which is not expected until mid-2006. 
The Japanese Meteorological Agency and the IOC Pacific Tsunami Warning Center in Hawaii were working together to provide the Indian Ocean region with information and warnings. 
It would be ``a first step to prevent a repeat of the horrendous toll'' in the Dec. 26 tsunami, the U.N. said in a statement. 
New images of the destruction emerged this week, more than a month after the disaster. 
A video shot Dec. 26 showed residents floating on a carpet of debris atop torrents of water gushing through Banda Aceh's streets. 
The video, made by a local cameraman and obtained by Associated Press Television News, shows people lying on the road as if on a listing ship as the ground is jolted by the magnitude-9 quake. The tape is perhaps the only one to record the earthquake. 
The disaster has left many residents of the region jittery. A moderate earthquake of 5.2 magnitude on Indonesia's main island of Java on Wednesday caused panic among residents and cracks to some buildings, but there were no immediate reports of casualties. (PROFILE (COUNTRY:Australia; ISOCOUNTRY3:AUS; UNTOP:009; UN2ND:053; APGROUP:Oceania;) (COUNTRY:Indonesia; ISOCOUNTRY3:IDN; UNTOP:142; UN2ND:035; APGROUP:Asia;) (COUNTRY:Japan; ISOCOUNTRY3:JPN; UNTOP:142; UN2ND:030; APGROUP:Asia;) (COUNTRY:Sri Lanka; ISOCOUNTRY3:LKA; UNTOP:142; UN2ND:062; APGROUP:Asia;) ) 
AP-NY-02-02-05 0412EST 
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Xinhua
February 1, 2005 Tuesday 7:00 AM EST

HEADLINE: Plans adopted for tourism recovery in tsunami-hit countries
BODY:

The tsunami-stricken Indian Ocean and Southeast Asian countries pledged here Tuesday to take joint actions to revive their tourism industries, which have endured enormous loss in the Dec. 26 catastrophe.

In the Phuket Action Plan discussed at the Emergency Session of the Executive Council of the World Trade Organization (WTO), 40- odd participating countries and regions agreed to speed up tourism recovery in affected destinations such as Sri Lanka, the Maldives, Thailand and Indonesia.

The plan set as a goal to assist these destinations in resuming normal operation by restoring travelers' confidence, enforcing marketing-communication, facilitating access to relief fund for small and medium-sized tourism business and re-training tourism employees in a bid to get new jobs. 

Sustainable redevelopment in terms of environment conservation and community involvement were stressed during the re-planning process of these tsunami-affected destinations.

The plan recommended a number of ideas to lure tourists, like expanding of Thai Airways "Lucky Draw" campaign, which gives free tickets to Thai destinations affected by tsunami. 

The WTO called for tourism generating countries to be prudent regarding the issuance of travel advisories, taking into consideration the partiality of damage inflicted to each country and their up-to-date sanitary condition of the destinations. 

Apart from joint regional actions, special activities were also tailored to meet the different needs of their countries. For the Maldives, where tourism accounts for a third of the country's GDP but was seriously hit in the tsunami, priorities were set on communication restoration, more visitors and disaster management. On top of Thailand's recovery agenda are assistance to small tourism-related business and diversifying its tourism offer to include more nature and cultural based products in the southern region. 

Although initiated by the WTO, the plan will not be one by the organization alone, WTO Secretary-General Francesco Frangialli told the one-day emergency meeting. 

The emergency meeting was called after the unprecedented killer waves killed more than 280,000 people in the region and dealt a blow to tourism industry in some areas. 

"We intend to work in partnership with the regional organization of Asia and join forces with bilateral and multilateral financial institutions as well as with major private operators, which are offering their assistance," said Frangialli. 
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BBC

CO2 emissions put corals at risk

By Roger Harrabin

BBC special correspondent

Fisheries and tourism depend on healthy coral

Israeli scientists predict the world's coral reefs could begin to collapse in as little as 30 years from now.

Studies show the oceans are becoming increasingly acidic as they soak up manmade emissions of carbon dioxide.

The Hebrew University of Jerusalem researchers say this will make it difficult for many coral organisms to produce skeletal and other hard parts.

The team's work on corals in the Red Sea suggests a tipping point will be reached in between 30 and 70 years.

Then the forces of erosion eating away at corals will outstrip the organisms' ability to make the reefs.

If the researchers are right, the economic consequences for nations that rely on coral could be serious. Coral brings tourists, serves as a nursery for fisheries and buffers small island states against the waves.

Chemical clues

The Red Sea work conducted by Professor Jonathan Erez and colleagues is awaiting publication.

The team has been taking chemical samples of the seawater on the reef at Eilat. These show how much calcium carbonate is being extracted from the ocean and indicate how fast the reef is growing.

As an ecosystem our grandchildren will not see coral reefs any more

Prof Jonathan Erez,Hebrew University of Jerusalem

Levels of acidity fluctuate in the Red Sea seasonally, depending on the cycling of water. The team says it has found that at times when natural causes make the water more acidic, the corals grow more slowly.

"This ecosystem, which is the most productive and diverse in the ocean, is going to disappear as an ecosystem," Professor Erez told the BBC Newsnight programme.

"The individual components may survive here and there but as an ecosystem our grandchildren will not see coral reefs any more and I think this is too big a loss for our society."

The Israeli open water study builds on experiments at Columbia University's Biosphere 2 Center, which suggested that coral growth could be reduced by as much as 40% from pre-industrial levels over the next 65 years.

Pace of change

Ocean scientists generally accept that the pH level measuring acidity and alkalinity has fallen by around 0.1 since the Industrial Revolution. Absorption of CO2 appears to be patchy with some areas worse than others.

The oceans currently have a pH of about eight, but experts predict this could drop as far as 7.6, depending on whether CO2 emissions are cut. Professor Erez believes that reefs could begin to crumble if pH drops by 0.3 or 0.4.

The effects could be equally serious for cold water organisms, although the science on these is not so far advanced.

Professor Ulf Riebesell, from Kiel University, and a member of the UK Royal Society's working group examining ocean acidification, told the BBC that if CO2 levels continued to rise, the oceans could be more acidic in 2100 than they had been for 400 million years.

This is beyond the evolutionary memory of most sea creatures. And many of them may not be able to adapt to the pace of change.

Complex climate

Dr Carol Turley, from Plymouth Marine Laboratories told this week's Met Office and UK government-organised climate conference in Exeter she was very worried.

Countless species, she said, depend on a relatively stable pH to extract calcium to build their shells or skeleton. These include shellfish, snails, starfish, sea urchins and some sea worms that play an important part in cycling minerals in the ocean mud.

Tiny coccolithophorids form vast populations

She is particularly concerned about the effects of acidification on plankton at the bottom of the fisheries food chain called coccolithophorids.

These precipitate calcium to make tiny shells called liths. Each lith is only about 2.5 micrometres (millionths of a metre) across but when the algae bloom en masse the effects can be seen from space.

Unpublished research from Norway suggests that increasing acidity harms the coccolithophorids. This might have consequences for fisheries. Scientists think coccolithophorids will probably be replaced if they drop out of the food chain but they cannot be sure.

Coccolithophorids also play a role in climate change. The algae give off CO2 when they bloom and thus contribute to climate change. But they also produce dimethyl sulphide when they bloom which helps the formation of clouds which reflect back heat from the Sun. The science here is still in its early stages.

Under pressure from higher temperatures, pollution, disease, and soil run-off

The chairman of the Royal Society working group, Professor John Raven, told the BBC that scientists had been slow to spot the implications of the rise in mankind's CO2 for the oceans.

"We were all taught that the pH of the sea was a constant," he said.

"We are rather embarrassed to find out that is not the case, because it is really only basic chemistry that [tells you] it would not be possible for the ocean to absorb ever-increasing amounts of CO2 without becoming more acidic.

"We have started a great experiment here and we don't know yet what the consequences will be."
____________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Arctic ozone may drop to new low 

	By Richard Black 
BBC environment correspondent 
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A healthy ozone layer is important to all northern species


The coming weeks could bring the most severe thinning of the ozone layer over northern Europe since records began. 
The conditions are being driven by unusual weather in the high atmosphere above the Arctic, says the European Ozone Research Coordinating Unit. 
The stratosphere, where the ozone layer lies, has seen its coldest winter for 50 years; there have also been an unusually large number of clouds. 
These factors hasten the rate at which man-made chemicals destroy ozone. 
"The meteorological conditions we are now witnessing resemble and even surpass the conditions of the 1999-2000 winter, when the worst ozone loss to date was observed," said Dr Neil Harris, from the Cambridge University-based unit. 
Broken balance 
Ozone is a molecule that is composed of three oxygen atoms. It is responsible for filtering out harmful ultra-violet radiation (less than 290 nanometres) from the Sun. 
The molecule is constantly being made and destroyed in the stratosphere, which exists from about 10km to 40km above the Earth. 
In an unpolluted atmosphere, this cycle of production and decomposition is in equilibrium. 
But a number of human-produced chemicals, such as the chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) used as refrigerants, in aerosol sprays, as solvents and in foam-blowing agents, have risen into the stratosphere where they are broken down by the Sun's rays. 
Chlorine atoms released from these chemicals then act as catalysts to decompose ozone. 
Long return 
At the moment, the area where the ozone layer is particularly thin is constrained by winds, which to some extent isolate the Arctic from the rest of the global climate system. 
Scientists say this natural barrier will break down in the coming weeks, and the low ozone area will spread southwards over northern Europe, including the UK. 
This will mean more of the Sun's ultra-violet rays reaching ground level, potentially increasing the risk of skin cancer. 
The incidence of malignant melanoma, the worst kind of skin cancer, is rising; but to what extent that has been caused by decades of ozone depletion is far from clear. 
"We will watch the development closely from day to day, and will inform the public and our authorities if the situation becomes worrying," said Dr Harris 
The use of ozone-depleting chemicals is now restricted by an international treaty, the Montreal Protocol; but it may be half a century before levels of these chemicals have fallen sufficiently in the atmosphere to allow the northern ozone layer to be fully repaired. 
ROWA NEWS BRIEFING – 2 February 2005

Bahrain

Global warming row over Crichton thriller

WASHINGTON: MICHAEL CRICHTON, author of Jurassic Park, and his newest book cast doubt on the danger of global warming, an issue dividing scientists and politicians around the world.

Just one month after being published, Crichton's suspense-packed, 600-page State of Fear has already climbed to the top of US best-seller lists.

However, the book has also thrust itself into a scientific and political debate, unusual for a work of fiction.

Into State of Fear, he has packed all the classic ingredients of the thriller genre: action, suspense, sex and greed.

But he adds a twist by choosing as his villain an organisation ostensibly dedicated to environmental protection.

To convince people of the threat of global warming and to attract more money, the organisation itself turns terrorist, plotting man-made "natural" catastrophes like a tsunami or the breakoff of a giant iceberg in the Antarctic.

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=103374&Sn=WORL&IssueID=27319
UAE

Dewa to ink Dh1.3b deal

As part of Water, Energy Technology and Environment Exhibition (Wetex 2005) activities, three main contracts for major projects equivalent to Dh1.3 billion will be signed today by the Dubai Electricity and Water Authority (Dewa). 

Wetex 2005 was opened yesterday under the patronage of Shaikh Hamdan bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Deputy Ruler of Dubai and UAE Minister of Finance and Industry. The opening ceremony was attended by Shaikh Hasher bin Maktoum Al Maktoum; Mattar Al Tayer, Chairman of Board of Directors of Dubai Electricity and Water Authority (Dewa); and Saeed Mohammed Al Tayer, Dewa's Managing Director and CEO.

The event is held at the Shaikh Rashed Hall of Dubai International Exhibition Centre (DITC).

Saeed said that the international participation in Wetex 2005 included major companies from Arab countries — Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, Egypt, Lebanon, Morocco — and 16 other countries around the world including the UK, Ireland, Germany, etc.

"A huge number of ministries , municipalities, government departments and social welfare associations are predicating in Wetex 2005. The intense participation of business, industry, agencies and commercial sectors forced Dewa to reserve two halls at the DITC," he said, adding: "Direct meetings between decision-makers are important for the region; and the manufacturers and specialised international companies will contribute to the introduction of the latest products."

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2005/february/theuae_february44.xml
New fuels needed for safer environs

An international expert has said that the world needs to develop new fuels and vehicle technologies in order to meet the challenges and ensure a safer environment. 

''During the course of the 21st century, new fuels and vehicle technologies will have to bedeveloped to address these sustainability challenges. The challenge will be the transition to the use of renewable energy sources in transportation," Dr Hans-Wolfgang Luke, Director Technology Shell Global Solutions, told an international conference on sustainable transportation here.

He said in a paper on ''Future Fuels for Sustainable Mobility'' that questions of energy supply security, local emissions and Greenhouse gas emissions all need to be balanced against the desire of a growing global population to have access to affordable and efficient mobility systems.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2005/february/theuae_february34.xml
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UN or UNEP in the news

Tsunami - A long term view
Malaysia Star, Malaysia, 2 February 2005 - KOBE, Japan (AP) - Weeks after the seas retreated, after the minutes of terror along hundreds of kilometers (miles) of coast, people on the rim of the Indian Ocean are emerging from their December morning's nightmare to a long, hard future of trying to recreate an obliterated past. 
…"In the Maldives, in Sri Lanka and Indonesia, the disaster's consequences for the environment are very severe,'' U.N. environment chief Klaus Toepfer told the disaster conference. 
http://thestar.com.my/news/story.asp?file=/2005/2/2/latest/21099Tsunami&sec=latest 

Don't bring ethics into free trade: WTO chief: 
New Kerala, India, [World News]: London, Feb 1 : The head of the World Trade Organisation (WTO) has said a new era of "ethically driven" decision-making may be in the offing but it must not be allowed to impinge on global trade.
…Instead he suggested a bigger role for the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) to tackle environmental issues.
UNEP could become "a full-fledged organisation to take care of the environment, to take away the hot issue from us. We just do trade," he said.
"When I talk about expansion of the areas of responsibility of this organisation I raise the concern that we [WTO] will go into areas like this. It demands a different kind of expertise that we don't have."
http://www.newkerala.com/news-daily/news/features.php?action=fullnews&id=67433 

Bird flu remains a constant threat: FAO
People's Daily Online, China, 2 February 2005 - The new avian influenza outbreaks in Vietnam and Thailand show that the bird flu virus remains endemic in Asia and is unlikely to be eradicated in the near term, the UN's Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) based in Rome said Tuesday. 
FAO said in a joint statement with the World Animal Health Organization (OIE) that the disease "will be present for several years in the countries that experienced the epidemic outbreaks during 2004." 
"Avian influenza is an ongoing emergency disease that spreads across borders. It has serious implications for public and animal health sectors in affected countries," said the statement. 

"The international community has to realize that some poor countries in Asia living with the bird flu virus must receive more support to intensify precautionary measures and to contain the risks associated with the disease," it said.

http://english.people.com.cn/200502/02/eng20050202_172698.html 

UN says interim early warning system can be ready immediately 
Jakarta Post, Indonesia, 1 February 2005 - JAKARTA (AP): The United Nations said on Tuesday it is developing an interim early warning system for tsunami in the Indian Ocean that could go into operation almost immediately until a full-fledged network is put in place.
The details of the system proposed by the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization and its Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission were worked out last week at a regional meeting in Phuket, Thailand, a UN statement said. 
Under the interim system, the Japanese Meteorological Agency and the IOC Pacific Tsunami Warning Center in Hawaii would provide national authorities in the Indian Ocean region withinformation and warnings.
http://www.thejakartapost.com/detaillatestnews.asp?fileid=20050201193833&irec=1 

General News in the region

Nepal's king sacks government, assumes power (Updated 01:38 A.M.)
China Post, Taiwan  - 2005/2/2 - KATMANDU, Nepal, AP - King Gyanendra dismissed Nepal's government on Tuesday and declared a state of emergency, cutting off his Himalayan nation from the rest of the world as telephone and Internet lines were snapped, flights diverted and civil liberties severely curtailed. 
…King Gyanendra denied his takeover was a coup, although soldiers surrounded the houses of Prime Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba and other government leaders. 
The king also suspended several provisions of the constitution, including the freedoms of press, speech and expression, the freedom to assemble peacefully, the right to privacy, and the right against preventive detention, according to a statement from the Narayanhiti Palace. 
"We will oppose this step," Deuba, who was not allowed to leave his home, told reporters. "The move directly violates the constitution and is against democracy." 
http://www.chinapost.com.tw/i_latestdetail.asp?id=26109 

____________________________________________________________________________________
ROE MEDIA UPDATES
Le Figaro, 1 février : La couche d'ozone menacée par le froid hivernal au-dessus de l'Arctique

BRUXELLES (AFP) - La couche d'ozone commence à s'amincir au-dessus de l'Arctique et la situation pourrait s'aggraver en cas de persistance d'un froid hivernal très rigoureux….

Et "un trou dans la couche d'ozone risque de renforcer les rayonnements ultraviolets et toucher des régions polaires inhabitées et la Scandinavie, et même peut-être l'Europe centrale, ce qui pourrait avoir des répercussions sur la santé humaine (occurrence accrue des cancers de la peau), ainsi que sur la biodiversité", craint Bruxelles. 

Les résultats présentés lundi par la Commission sont ceux de scientifiques européens réunis dans une initiative de recherche appelée Scout-03, un outil permettant de prévoir, à "partir de modèles du changement climatique mondial, l'évolution future de la couche d'ozone".

http://www.lefigaro.fr/perm/afp/sci/050131180416.c4l9k7r6.html
Le Figaro, 1 février : Réchauffement climatique: les scientifiques à nouveau au chevet de la planète

PARIS (AFP) - Scientifiques et responsables gouvernementaux d'une trentaine de pays vont se pencher pendant trois jours cette semaine à Exeter (Grande-Bretagne) sur le réchauffement climatique et devraient dresser un constat pessimiste: la planète se réchauffe plus vite et avec des conséquences plus graves qu'on ne le pensait. 

Une centaine de scientifiques et une soixantaine de ministres ou responsables gouvernementaux sont attendus mardi à Exeter (sud-ouest de la Grande-Bretagne), pour cette conférence internationale au cours de laquelle seront présentées 24 études relatives à l'impact des gaz à effet de serre sur le climat.

http://www.lefigaro.fr/perm/afp/sci/050131080408.nhum0rmj.html
Libération, 1 février : L'UE n'exportera plus de mercure en 2011
La Commission européenne propose de stopper progressivement toute exportation de mercure d'ici à 2011. Aujourd'hui, l'UE compte pour près du quart de l'offre mondiale avec 1 000 tonnes par an. La consommation intérieure diminue et les émissions de mercure ont baissé de 60 % entre 1990 et 2000, en particulier par le bannissement des thermomètres à mercure.

http://www.liberation.fr/page.php?Article=272235
____________________________________________________________________________________________
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	Agrarian Reform Reaches the Forest Edge

	



By Yensi Rivero*
The land intervention policy of Venezuelan President Hugo Chávez could hurt nature preserves that are that are rich in biological resources, warn environmentalists.
CARACAS - The Venezuelan agrarian reform initiative of President Hugo Chávez has a ''green'' Achilles heel. What on the one had seeks to foment social justice and food production, on the other could hurt virgin forests that are home to species in danger of extinction. 

Since December, the regional authorities, encouraged by presidential decrees to attend to the land demands of hundreds of thousands of peasant farmers, have ''intervened'' with military backing in dozens of large rural estates that hold forests and savannah floodplains. The aim, they say, is to verify who own the lands and what they are being used for. 

In the past few years, the government has distributed around two million hectares to 135,000 families, but there are still another 400,000 families waiting for a plot of land to farm, agrarian leader Braulio Álvarez told Tierramérica. 

On the environmental front, however, the alarms are sounding. ''We are not against ensuring land for farmers, but we ask that the lands that are home to a great diversity of species be respected,'' says Marieta Hernández, activist with the non-governmental Audubon Society of Venezuela, a partner of BirdLife International. 

''We are worried that they are destroying virgin forests that could never be recuperated,'' she told Tierramérica. 

The intervention decrees, which aim to speed up reform of the 2001 Lands Act, affect ''urban, rural or farmable lands, public or private, that are idle or encompassed in a latifundio (large estate of thousands of hectares), or in ownership disputes, and with distribution problems." 

''The intention is not to expropriate lands, but rather to assess the conditions of some properties in order to reactivate their productivity and foment endogenous development and agro-food security,'' said José Gregorio Briceño, governor of the eastern state of Monagas, one of the 21 regional leaders (out of 25) who support Chávez. 

''The problem is that no private owner can manage the biological and forest reserves for their own benefit, exploiting as a tourist business this resource that belongs to the whole country,'' said the head of the governmental Lands Institute (INTI), Eliécer Otaiz, a close adviser to the president. 

A typical case is the Hato Piñero, 80,000 hectares in the central state of Cojedes. Part of it is pastureland for 12,000 head of cattle, but most is floodplain savannah or riverside forests, along the tributaries of the Orinoco River. 

Hato Piñero is home to all the animal species of the Orinoco plains and has won fame as birdwatching site to catch a glimpse of the endangered yellow-knobbed curassow (Crax daubentoni), and as an ecotourism destination for visitors from Venezuela and abroad. 

"An intervention in the Hato would affect biodiversity, because within its boundaries one finds 27 percent of the bird species in this country as well as wildcats like the jaguar (Panthera onca), puma (Puma concolor) and the tiger cat (Leopardus tigrinus); and its list of flora has 2,025 types of plants," Edgar Useche, executive director of the Hato Piñero Foundation, said in a Tierramérica interview. 

Furthermore, ''we are the second leading employer in Cojedes, after the state, and a significant portion of the population who work in ecotourism or with the livestock would be left without jobs," he said. 

The decrees allow production by the 'hatos' (cattle ranches) to continue during the period of ''intervention'', a term that has not been explained sufficiently but which implies a review of the land titles and verification of whether they are being used efficiently. 

The government is not only looking for more land to distribute to small farmers, but is also compelling landowners to develop productive plans for their properties. In the case of untouched natural areas, intervention might lead to the government taking the management reins. 

In defense of the official approach, Álvarez, agrarian leader, said, ''many of the environmental crimes have been committed by rural businessmen. It was a crime to appropriate huge extensions of land, for private ends, and also leave so many people without the possibility for work.'' 

INTI's Otaiza agrees. ''Many big landowners have damaged the land, cut down trees, and sold the lumber, which is a public good. Because of their individual actions, much of the forest has disappeared." 

However, environmental groups believe there are cases of successful environmental management by individuals and that, in any case, not all lands are productive from the traditional economic point of view. 

''If an individual manages the land well, intervention of the ranch should not be permitted,'' said Audubon's Hernández, especially when ''there are many national parks under government management that are totally neglected.'' 

The ecologist group Vitalis said in a statement, ''Not all lands can be occupied'' and that to ensure sustainable development ''we must conserve water sources, which we need to survive, as well as all other natural resources.'' 

An official with the Ministry of Environment, who requested anonymity, said what is needed is ''an integrated management plan so that nobody has to lose anything.'' The source admitted, however, that ''sometimes, in putting land into production, it is a serious blow against biodiversity.'' 

As a first step, experts suggest conducting a detailed inventory of the properties that hold reserves of flora and fauna. 

Without these lists in hand, ''occasionally the environmental argument is used to justify land ownership,'' said Jorge Hinestroza, professor at the University of Zulia, in northwest Venezuela. 

	How Much Is the Biodiversity of the Andes Worth?

	



By Abraham Lama*
The issue of access to genetic resources will continue to complicate free trade negotiations with the United States, warn Peruvian experts on the eve of the seventh round of talks.
LIMA - Washington's refusal to recognize the right of Andean countries to demand compensation for the commercial use of their biological resources is standing in the way of negotiations for free trade between the United States, Colombia, Ecuador and Peru. 

As they gear up for the seventh round of talks in February, Washington is insisting that the trade treaty uphold the patents registered by U.S. companies, which are developing biotech research based on the ancestral knowledge of Andean peoples about the pharmacological, nutritional and industrial virtues of the local plant life. 

The U.S. proposal is included in the chapter on intellectual property of the draft treaty, establishing free access to claiming patents on plants and animals, which would be designated as ''inventions''. 

Disagreement on this issue is one of the main stumbling blocks in the treaty negotiations, which continue Feb. 7-11 in their seventh round, in the northern Colombian city of Cartagena. 

The demand of the three Andean nations that the pact recognize the economic value of their great biodiversity is the first of its type that Washington has faced in free trade discussions. 

In the sixth round of talks, held in the southwestern U.S. city of Tucson, no progress was made towards reaching an understanding on this issue, and according to Peruvian experts there is little reason to hope that the matter will be resolved in February in favor of the Andean interests. 

However, Peru's deputy foreign trade minister, Pablo de la Flor, said on Jan. 17 that ''perhaps we can advance in the negotiations, because U.S. spokespersons have said they understand our interest in the biodiversity issue.'' 

His fragile optimism is not shared by Reynaldo Trinidad, editor of AgroNoticias magazine, who told Tierramérica, ''The U.S. negotiators will probably say some words about formal recognition of the importance of biodiversity, but won't give in on what is important: economic compensation for the countries that have shared the wealth of their biodiversity.'' 

José Luis Silva, president of the Peruvian Institute of Natural Products, agrees with Trinidad. ''In the seventh round of negotiations, the United States will maintain its option to patent as property of its companies the knowledge and the plants and animals from Andean territory, to which they have made some genetic changes, without paying us a cent.'' 

''The United States didn't sign the 1992 Convention on Biological Diversity of Rio de Janeiro, promoted by the United Nations. Now, the free trade talks demand sanctions against piracy of intellectual property, but at the same time defends the presumed right of transnationals not to pay a cent for traditional knowledge about the properties of flora and fauna found in our countries,'' said Silva. 

University professor Antonio Brack Egg, former U.N. development advisor and one of the leading ecological researchers in Peru, said that because of the ''inherent genetic resources existing in Peru, biodiversity should be its source of strategic revenue in the 21st century.'' 

In his opinion, because of its extraordinary variety of ecosystems, plants and animals, Peru is one of the top five ''mega-diverse'' countries in the world, and its territory includes part of the Amazon forest, which serves as a regulator of the Earth's climate. 

Peru is also one of the world's leaders in plants with beneficial properties that are known and used by the population (4,500 species), the first in acclimated native species (182), and is considered one of the biggest ''warehouses'' of known genetic resources. 

The country's cultural diversity is also very broad, with 14 language ''families'' and at least 44 different indigenous groups, whose ancestors for at least the past 10,000 years have selected, domesticated and adapted an extensive range of plant and animal species. 

''The ancestral knowledge of the aboriginal population has produces such valuable products as quinine, which saved the world from malaria, and in terms of food, the potato, which in the 19th century saved much of Europe from starvation,'' said Brack. 

''In the past few years, other products from the Peruvian people's pharmacopoeia have been exploited by foreign laboratories: cat's claw (Uncaria tomentosa), which boost immunity, 'yacón' (Smallanthus sonchifolius), whose sugar can be used by diabetics, 'sangre de grado' (Croton lechleri) and several products of high nutritional value as food supplements, like the 'maca' (Lepidium peruvianum) and 'camu camu' (Mycrciaria dubia),'' said the expert. 

''Peru is a great reservoir of genetic material and of traditional knowledge about the uses of its biodiversity, and has the right to demand preferential treatment'' in trade agreements, Brack said. 
	
	 
	 



	GUATEMALA: Plans for Planting 75 Million Trees 
	
	


GUATEMALA CITY - Some 75 million trees are to be planted in Guatemala before 2008 as part of the ''Guate Verde'' plan, Environment and Natural Resources Minister Mario Dary told Tierramérica. 

Sustainable forest exploitation is one of the priorities of the plan developed in coordination with the National Planning Secretariat, the National Institute of Forests and the National Council for Protected Areas, said Dary. 

''Guate Verde'' will also focus on social protection in confronting natural disasters, food security in 41 municipalities, and environmental education. 

This ''green'' initiative will also promote sustainable rural production, eco- and ethno-tourism, renewable energy and energy efficiency.

	
	 
	 



	HONDURAS: Reporter Faces Trial for Defending Environment 
	
	


TEGUCIGALPA - Journalist Frank Mejía tried to protect the trees in the Honduran capital's main park, and ended up in the courts, accused of ''disobedience''. 

With the stated intention of remodeling and decorating the park, the Tegucigalpa government decided to cut down trees where numerous types of birds had built their nests. 

On Jan. 6, the day the park's plaza was inaugurated after being closed to the public for one year, Mejía, who works for the local Monumental radio station, showed up carrying a protest sign, and was beaten and detained by the police. 

''I don't plan to retract my statement that the city government committed an environmental crime by cutting down the trees without serious previous study. I have proof,'' Mejía told Tierramérica. Sources close to the case said that a deal might be reached between the reporter and the municipality.

	
	 
	 



	BRAZIL: Bio-Construction at the World Social Forum 
	
	


RIO DE JANEIRO - The 5th World Social Forum put into practice the technique of bio-construction -- ''less expensive and more ecologically correct'' -- in building the venues for five days of conferences and debate by 120,000 civil society activists gathered in the southern Brazilian city of Porto Alegre. 

Low-cost, recycled, and agricultural materials were used in the construction of some of the 205 auditoriums and 293 tents used by the crowds of Forum-goers. 

Roofs were made of straw, floors were made of stone, and walls were made of mud, cutting costs up to 80 percent in comparison with conventional building, according to Gabriel Barreto, one of the architects responsible. 

These alternative materials also provide greater comfort in terms of temperature, and greater energy efficiency.

	
	 
	 



	CHILE: Ecologists Applaud Energy Efficiency Plan 
	
	


SANTIAGO - The non-governmental Sustainable Chile Program congratulated Economy Minister Jorge Rodríguez for presenting a National Energy Efficiency Project, which includes standards for both the public and private sectors for rational use and saving energy. 

''We cannot allow that the country's economy grows 3.5 percent but energy consumption grows seven percent a year. This is a sign of inefficiency and intensive energy use, which generates more use of fuel and more pollution,'' Sustainable Chile director Sara Larraín told Tierramérica. 

The plan presented by Rodríguez is the first of its kind in Chile. It establishes rules for electronic equipment and includes specific programs for mining, trade and public lighting. 

Restrictions in natural gas supplies from Argentina prompted the government to develop this new plan.

	
	 
	 



	CARIBBEAN: Community Education to Save Birds 
	
	


HAVANA - Residents of coastal ecosystems in two Cuban provinces, like their counterparts in Haiti, Dominican Republic and Jamaica, are learning in conference and workshops about protecting the 'yaguasa criolla' (Dendrocygna arobrea), a Caribbean bird that faces extinction. 

This endemic species lives in mangroves, marshes, lakes and swamps, in salt or fresh water, and was quite abundant in the Caribbean region until the early 20th century. 

Today it is considered rare, endangered or even extinct, because humans are illegally hunting them, stealing eggs from their nests and destroying the yaguasa's crucial wetlands habitat. 

The community education program is under way in Los Palacios and La Sierpe, in the provinces of Pinar del Río (west) and Sancti Spíritus (central), respectively, with the backing of the University of Havana and two British non-governmental organizations.

	
	 
	 



	VENEZUELA: Indians Pro-Water, Anti-Coal 
	
	


CARACAS - Indigenous and peasant communities of the northwestern Venezuelan oil-producing state of Zulia, bordering Colombia, founded the Water for Life Committee as a counterweight to a government proposal to mine coal in the watersheds of the area's two main rivers, the Socuy and Cachirí, and the Tulé reservoir. 

''The project threatens the health of some 500 families in nearby areas. Thousands of people would ingest contaminated water and would inhale the coal dust,'' Jorge Hinestroza, researcher with the regional University of Zulia, told Tierramérica. 

The affected communities -- including Wayúu, Yucpa and Barí Indians -- are located in the Sierra de Perijá, a range that separates Venezuela and Colombia. 

Coal mining on the Venezuelan side produces 10 million tons a year (on the Colombian side, the Cerrejón mine produces twice that) and the plan of the state mining agency Carbozulia is to triple the extraction volume in three years.
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UN commission finds Sudanese Government responsible for crimes in Darfur 

1 February - A report by a United Nations-appointed commission of inquiry into whether genocide has occurred in Sudan's war-torn Darfur region has found that the Government and Janjaweed militia are responsible for crimes under international law and strongly recommends referring the dossier to the International Criminal Court (ICC). 

While concluding that the Government has not pursued a policy of genocide, the Commission found that Government forces and militias "conducted indiscriminate attacks, including killing of civilians, torture, enforced disappearances, destruction of villages, rape and other forms of sexual violence, pillaging and forced displacement." 

Summarizing the 177-page report, Secretary General Kofi Annan called on the Security Council today to consider possible sanctions over what the Commission called "serious violations of international human rights and humanitarian law amounting to crimes under international law." 

The five-person Commission also found credible evidence that rebel forces were responsible for possible war crimes, including murder of civilians and pillage. Tens of thousands of people have been killed and up to 1.85 million others are internally displaced or have fled to neighbouring Chad since rebels took up arms in early 2003, partly in protest at the distribution of economic resources. 

The conclusion that no genocidal policy had been pursued should not be taken in any way as detracting from the gravity of the crimes perpetrated, it said. "International offences such as the crimes against humanity and war crimes that have been committed in Darfur may be no less serious and heinous than genocide," the panel added. But the crucial element of genocidal intent appeared to missing, at least as far as the central Government authorities are concerned. 

The Commission was particularly alarmed that attacks on villages, killing of civilians, rape, pillaging and forced displacement continued during the course of its mandate and considered that "action must be taken urgently to end these violations." 

It rebutted Government statements that attacks were for counter-insurgency purposes and conducted on the basis of military imperatives, saying most were "deliberately and indiscriminately directed against civilians," and even where rebels may have been present, the use of force was manifestly disproportionate to the threat posed. 

In a single paragraph devoted to the rebels in a five-page summary, it said that while it did not find a systematic or a widespread pattern, there was credible evidence that members of the Sudan Liberation Army (SLA) and the Justice and Equality Movement (JEM) were also responsible for "serious violations of international human rights and humanitarian law which may amount to war crimes. In particular, these violations include cases of murder of civilians and pillage," it added. 

Strongly recommending that the Security Council immediately refer the situation of Darfur to the ICC, the Commission was scathing about the Sudanese Government's own ability to deal with it. 

"The Sudanese justice system is unable and unwilling to address the situation in Darfur," it said. "The measures taken so far by the Government to address the crisis have been both grossly inadequate and ineffective, which has contributed to the climate of almost total impunity for human rights violations in Darfur. 

"Very few victims have lodged official complaints regarding crimes committed against them or their families, due to a lack of confidence in the justice system," it added. 

It also recommended the establishment of a compensation commission to grant reparation to the victims of the crimes, whether or not the perpetrators have been identified. "The Commission considers that the Security Council must act not only against the perpetrators but also on behalf of the victims," it said. 

The Commission has given Mr. Annan a sealed file of names of people it believes responsible to be handed over to a competent prosecutor. 

"My own support for the ICC is well known," Mr. Annan said in his statement on the report today. "But this is a decision for the Security Council, not for me. What is vital is that these people are indeed held accountable. Such grave crimes cannot be committed with impunity. That would be a terrible betrayal of the victims, and of potential future victims in Darfur and elsewhere." 

Asked what specific action Mr. Annan wanted from the Security Council, spokesman Fred Eckhard told a news briefing the Secretary-General "has for a long time been asking that decisive action be taken and less than decisive action has been taken in this case. But still there are options open and he hopes the Council will give serious consideration and try to beef up the international response to this tragedy." 

Acting at the Council's request, Mr. Annan appointed the Commission last October, consisting of Chairman Antonio Cassese, Mohamed Fayek, Hina Jilani, Dumisa Ntsebeza and Therese Striggner-Scott, and asked it to report back within three months. 

UN reports more shooting incidents in Sudan's Darfur region 

1 February - In further violence in the war-torn Darfur region, the UN mission in Sudan said today it had received reports from the African Union (AU) monitoring team that two AU teams have been shot at in different locations, prompting Secretary-General Kofi Annan to condemn the attacks and call on the parties to respect the neutrality of the African observers. 

A statement issued by Mr. Annan's spokesman said the Secretary-General shared the AU's "serious concern" about the shooting at two Union monitors yesterday in South Darfur. 

The first incident occurred in an area south of Nyala, where AU monitors were investigating an attack on a village. The second occurred near Shangil Tobai, where another team was investigating reports that aerial bombings had taken place last week. No casualties have been confirmed in the either incident. 

"He strongly condemns this attack, which could jeopardize the fulfilment of the African Union mission in Darfur and which occurred at a time when the military observers were conducting investigations to verify allegations of aerial bombardments and other violations of the N'Djamena ceasefire agreement," the statement said, referring to an accord signed last year in the Chadian capital to halt fighting and allow access by aid groups. 

"He calls upon the Government and rebel forces in Darfur to respect the neutrality of African Union monitors, observers and police, as well as all international humanitarian workers, and to guarantee that they operate in the region under conditions of safety and security," it added. 

"He also urges them to investigate the shooting incident and take immediate action against those found responsible." 

Yesterday the UN Advance Mission in Sudan (UNAMIS) cited reports of several incidents of violence in the region, where tens of thousands of people have been killed and at least 1.8 million others forced from their homes since rebels took up arms against the Government in early 2003, partly in protest at the distribution of economic resources. 

A commission of inquiry appointed late last year by Mr. Annan has found the Government and Janjaweed militia responsible for "serious violations of international human rights and humanitarian law amounting to crimes under international law," though not of genocide itself. 

The panel also found credible evidence that rebel forces were responsible for possible war crimes, though not on a systematic or widespread basis. 

Annan calls for restoration of democratic freedoms in Nepal 

1 February - Urging calm and restraint in Nepal, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today expressed grave concern at the actions of the constitutional monarchy of King Gyanendra, which today dissolved parliament, imposed a state of emergency and suspended civil liberties in its efforts to suppress a long-running insurgency. 

"The Secretary-General views these actions as a serious setback for the country. He does not believe that they will bring lasting peace and stability to Nepal. Steps should be taken immediately to restore democratic freedoms and institutions." Mr. Annan said through his spokesman, Fred Eckhard. 

Mr. Annan also was anxious about the well-being of the Nepalese people and their political leaders, humanitarian workers and journalists, the spokesman said. 

Meanwhile, UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Louise Arbour also expressed her serious concern today at the decisions taken by King Gyanendra. 

She said that when she met the King during her visit last week to the Himalayan kingdom, he reaffirmed his unequivocal commitment to human rights, democracy and multiparty rule. 

Ms. Arbour said she expected him to live up to his stated commitment and ensure that the democratic institutions of the State were reinstalled without delay. 

In comments made at the end of that trip, the High Commissioner had said the people were being subjected to violence and brutality on a staggering scale as a result of the armed conflict between the government and the Maoist rebels. 

She said then that she had made clear in her meetings with the authorities that while she did not underestimate the difficulties faced by the Government of Nepal, the means it used to counter the rebellion "must be lawful and legitimate. They must be in strict compliance with the international humanitarian and human rights laws by which Nepal is bound." 

Security Council calls for lists of all Côte d'Ivoire Government and opposition armaments 

1 February - In a move to strengthen international sanctions against Côte d'Ivoire and help with the country's disarmament programme, the United Nations Security Council today asked the Government and the armed opposition each to submit a detailed list of their weapons holdings and asked the French Government to pass along any information its forces gather in the West African country. 

By a unanimous vote, the Council approved a resolution calling on the Government of Côte d'Ivoire and the opposition Forces Nouvelles, specifically their armed forces, to cooperate with the UN Operation in Côte d'Ivoire (UNOCI) in establishing within 45 days "a comprehensive list of armaments in the possession of these armed forces and in possession of paramilitary troops and militias associated with them, as well as their location." 

In particular, the Council, acting under the UN Charter's Chapter VII on international peace and security, sought information on "aircraft and their armament of any kind, missiles, explosive devices, artillery of any calibre, including anti-aircraft artillery, and armoured and non-armoured vehicles." 

These lists would help UNOCI to assist in regrouping all the Ivorian forces and in implementing the national programme for the Disarmament, Demobilization and Reintegration (DDR) of former combatants in accordance with a resolution passed last year. 

It asked UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan and the French Government to tell the Security Council committee on Côte d'Ivoire about any information gathered by UNOCI and, when possible, reviewed by an appointed three-person expert group, concerning any supply of arms to the country and any hindrance met in monitoring implementation of the resolution or in collecting weapons. 

The Council also asked the French Government to pass on to the sanctions committee information reviewed in the same way after being gathered by the French Licorne forces, which the Council authorized to support the UNOCI peacekeeping troops. 

The Group of Experts should be appointed within 30 days of the approval of the resolution and, within 90 days of its establishment, should report to the Council, through the Council committee, on the implementation of the sanctions, the resolution said. 

The Council also expressed "its grave concern at the use of mercenaries by both Ivorian parties and (urged) both sides immediately to desist from this practice." 

UN electoral chief 'extremely pleased' with logistical feat of Iraq elections 

1 February - Using the term "incredible" several times, the chief United Nations electoral official who led the team giving technical aid and advice for Iraq's national poll on Sunday said today she was "extremely pleased" over what she called "the biggest logistic exercise" since the invasion of the country in terms of just moving materials around. 

"I have participated in many elections in my life," Carina Perelli, chief of the UN Electoral Assistance Division, told a news briefing in New York. "This was probably one of the most moving elections I have ever seen because it was basically people making a very dignified, peaceful demonstration that the will of the people has to be heard. 

"And it is, I think, a message for all of us that beyond our discussions, beyond our diagnosis, beyond our expertise, [that] normal people have something to say about their destinies," said Ms. Perelli, who has overseen voting in regions as far apart as the Palestinian territories and East Timor. 

"I wouldn't go into triumphalism because basically this is a long process that has started, but we should not forget that, I mean, a people walking towards the polls is still one of the centrepieces of what this house, the UN, stands for," she added. 

Ms. Perelli said it was "an incredible exercise" recruiting electoral workers and training them in a context of immense intimidation, and "an incredible story that probably has not been highlighted enough" that 95,000 people were mobilized as party and national observers. 

"In a context of fear when you have to run risks that means an incredible, vibrant civil society…to act as a watchdog of the capacity and transparency and quality of your elections," she added. 

"Finally I think that the Iraqi people have not only expressed their wish, their political will to take the process in their own hands, and in that sense it is an incredibly important first step for the transition process of this year, but also it was an expression of trust in their own institutions," she declared. 

Meanwhile on the ground, the UN Assistance Mission for Iraq (UNAMI) continues to work with Iraqi ministries and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) in providing humanitarian assistance and support for the reconstruction process. 

In Fallujah, the UN and the International Organization for Migration (IOM) distributed supplies to over 26,000 families displaced due to the current violence. Working with the Iraqi Red Crescent Society, the UN Children's Fund (UNICEF) is also providing emergency health support to children and their families in conflict areas. 

UNAMI and other UN agencies are also closely monitoring the humanitarian situation in Mosul and a number of other locations in light of the escalation in violence. 

UNESCO calls for release of French reporter, translator missing in Iraq 

1 February - In its latest intervention in defence of journalists, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) has made an urgent plea for the release of a French reporter and her translator who have been missing in Iraq since early last month, deploring the lack of security for media workers in the country. 

Florence Aubenas, a reporter for French daily newspaper Libération, and her Iraqi translator Hussein Hanoun al-Saadi were last seen in Ms. Aubenas' hotel in Baghdad on 5 January. They are believed to have been kidnapped, but the motives, whether political or financial, have not been ascertained. 

"I wish to pay tribute to the courage of journalists, both Iraqis and foreigners, who, like Florence Aubenas, take considerable risks to keep the world informed," UNESCO Director-General Koïchiro Matsuura said. 

"I also wish to plead with all groups in the country to stop targeting journalists, whether for political or financial motives. The independence and freedom of the media must be respected if the people of Iraq are to be able take charge of their destiny and make informed choices," he added. 

"I deplore the lack of security in which media workers have to exercise their professional duties in Iraq and call on all the responsible authorities to respect the legitimate rights of journalists and their teams to carry out their important work." 

Mr. Matsuura has issued frequent denunciations in recent years over the murder of and attacks on journalists around the world. UNESCO's mandate includes the defence of freedom of expression and press freedom. 

Former US President Clinton accepts role of UN envoy for tsunami relief effort 

1 February - Former United States President Bill Clinton has accepted the offer by United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan to become his special envoy for countries affected by last month's devastating Indian Ocean tsunami, Mr. Annan's spokesman confirmed today. 

A formal announcement of the appointment will not be made until March, following Mr. Clinton's return from an anticipated visit to the region with former President George H.W. Bush. The two were named by President George W. Bush to lead a private fundraising effort in the US. 

"The Secretary-General is confident that President Clinton will bring energy, dynamism and focus to the task of sustaining world interest in the vital recovery and reconstruction phase," the statement said. 

"He believes that no one could possibly be better qualified for this task." 

The tsunami disaster that struck a dozen countries in southern Asia on 26 December following an earthquake of 9.0 on the Richter scale killed more than 200,000 people, injured half a million others, left up to 5 million more in need of basic services and caused incalculable damage. 

Mr. Clinton issued his own statement, saying he looked forward to serving as Mr. Annan's envoy and would have further comments after the official announcement is made. 

"In the meantime, I continue to focus on my work with former President Bush to urge people to contribute to this cause, and the two of us hope to visit the region together later this month," it added. 

General Assembly critiques report of high-level panel on world challenges 

1 February - In a wide-ranging critique of a high-level panel's report on the challenges facing the United Nations, members of the General Assembly have questioned what they see as the panel's inadequate treatment of the role that economic development plays in safeguarding collective security, according to Assembly President Jean Ping of Gabon. 

Among the 97 speakers, mainly ambassadors, who took the floor in six informal sessions recently, many also expressed concern about the emphasis by the High-level Panel on Threats, Challenges and Change on limiting weapons proliferation at the expense of promoting disarmament, he said in his summary of the debate. 

The Assembly talks were part of a series of discussions leading to a meeting of Heads of State and government at the 60th session of the General Assembly in September. 

The High-level Panel was appointed by UN Secretary-General Kofi "to assess current threats to international peace and security; to evaluate how our existing policies and institutions have done in addressing those threats; and to make recommendations for strengthening the United Nations so that it can provide collective security for all in the twenty-first century." 

At present, five of the 15 Security Council members – China, France, the Russian Federation, the United Kingdom and the United States – are permanent, their interests are protected by vetoes and they are expected to carry extra responsibilities for international security. 

On the changing role of the Security Council since the UN was established at the end of World War II, the Panel says decisions can no longer be implemented by the members of the Security Council only, "but require extensive military, financial and political involvement by other States." 

Mr. Ping's summary of the Assembly's discussion said reforms to make the Council more representative, efficient and transparent would mean not only adding more members, but also improving its methods of work and its decision-making mechanisms. 

On another security consideration, many delegations said that while they recognized the threat that weapons of mass destruction posed for international peace and security, they disagreed that the emphasis should be on stopping proliferation at the expense of undertaking negotiations for disarmament, he said. 

Similarly, they regretted that the Panel had failed to examine the dangers of the flood of small arms around the world, he added. 

On the question of socio-economic development of the poorer Member States, many speakers "deplored the fact that the report, while recognizing the central place of development in the system of collective security did not examine this more extensively," Mr. Ping said. 

"In addition, some speakers said they were concerned that the report tended to present the question of development only from a security angle that was too narrow." 

The report says: "By the 1980s, many of (the) new States faced crises of State capacity and legitimacy, reflected in the rise of internal wars as the dominant form of warfare in the second half of the twentieth century." 

Many delegates felt that consultations on the reform and restructuring of the United Nations should not be limited solely to the recommendations contained in the High-level Panel's report and its focus on the Security Council should not alter even further the role and authority of the General Assembly as the principal deliberative body of the United Nations, Mr. Ping said. 

UN preparing flash appeal to help Guyana recover from floods 

1 February - The United Nations country team in Guyana is preparing an international flash appeal that would help the South American nation with flood recovery activities for the next six months. 

According to the World Food Programme (WFP), some 375,000 people still remain in shelters, where poor sanitation conditions are leading to skin rashes and vomiting; there are also fears of epidemics. 

So far WFP, with the assistance of Ecuador, has sent two planes carrying around 27 tons of emergency food rations, to flood-hit areas. 

A significant amount of water from four weeks of heavy rain has drained from higher ground in the central part of the capital, Georgetown, but then has caused the water level on the east coast of Guyana to rise, forcing more people to evacuate their homes and seek shelter. 

Thousands hit by Madagascar cyclone receive emergency UN food 

1 February - The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) today started sending supplies of emergency rice to thousands of people affected by Cyclone Ernest and the ensuing tropical storm that struck southwest Madagascar last week. 

“Everyone who has been affected by these two terrible storms will receive relief food,” WFP Deputy Country Director Gianluca Ferrera said. “We will have a better picture of what’s needed in a day or two but in the meantime, food will be distributed to those who have been most critically affected by the flooding.” 

At least 17 people were killed and 139 others are still reported missing after the two storms struck the province of Tulear. More than 11,000 people were made homeless. WFP plans to initially assist nearly 5,300 of the worst-affected while assessments are conducted to determine the extent of the damage. 

“Initial indications are that the damage caused from these storms has not been as extensive as that caused by previous cyclones,” Mr. Ferrera noted. “That being said, many people will need help to start rebuilding their lives and repair their homes, and food aid will most certainly play an important role in enabling them to do this.” 

Last year Madagascar was hit by one of the country’s worst storms when Cyclone Gafilo battered the northeast coast before crossing the large Indian Ocean island off southern Africa and wreaking devastation in the south. Gafilo killed 241 people and followed directly on the heels of another cyclone that killed 29 people. 

UN nuclear watchdog calls on US to join Europe in talks on Iran’s activities 

1 February - The United Nations atomic watchdog agency says it is “vital” for the United States to join European efforts seeking a diplomatic solution to problems arising out of Iran’s nuclear programme and is underscoring the urgency of pre-empting nuclear proliferation and potential acts of terrorism. 

Giving prominence to a series of media interviews by its Director General last week at the World Economic Forum (WEF) in Davos, Switzerland, the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) highlighted efforts to achieve nuclear verification in Iran and the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea. 

On Iran Mohamed ElBaradei said progress was being made by IAEA nuclear safeguards inspectors. In November the Agency called on Iran to grant access to provide “credible assurances” that it has not engaged in any undeclared activities after it had for many years concealed its nuclear activities in breach of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT). 

“Over the last 15 months, we have made good strides in understanding the nature and scope of its programme,” Mr. ElBaradei said in one interview quoted on the agency’s web site. He urged States to back the Agency’s verification work, while also emphasizing the importance of supporting diplomatic routes and approaches such as the talks between Iran and the European Union. 

It is “vital” for the United States to join the dialogue, he added. 

“Nuclear weapons are a recipe for disaster,” he said in an interview with the Washington Post. “We need a security system that does not rely on them.” 

While in Davos, he took part in a panel on non-proliferation that included experts and senior officials from the United States, Iran and Republic of Korea. He emphasized the need to strengthen the world’s nuclear regime, and steps that he has proposed for doing so, including a stronger collective security framework that he will propose to the NPT Review Conference convening in May at UN headquarters in New York. 

Bird flu in Asia remains an ongoing emergency and could worsen – UN 

1 February - Bird flu, which in a worst-case scenario could mutate into a human pandemic with potentially disastrous results, presents an ongoing emergency in Asia and the international community must help affected countries implement effective control strategies, according to the latest United Nations assessment released today. 

“The international community has to realize that some poor countries in Asia living with the bird flu virus must receive more support to intensify precautionary measures and to contain the risks associated with the disease,” the UN Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO) said in a joint statement with the World Animal Health Organization (OIE), a 167-member inter-governmental organization. 

Since February 2004, donors have provided around $18 million for emergency activities and capacity building, but much more resources are urgently needed, with a new wave of outbreaks in Viet Nam and Thailand clearly showing that the avian virus remains endemic in Asia, the agencies added. Recent experience shows that it may be impossible to eradicate the virus soon. 

“The disease will be present for several years in the countries that experienced outbreaks during 2004. Avian influenza is an ongoing emergency disease that spreads across borders. It has serious implications for the public and animal health sector in the affected countries,” they said. “The battle against bird flu can only be won if more efforts and resources are directed to containment of the virus in animals in rural areas.” 

Although the statement made no more specific reference to the human risk, the UN World Health Organization (WHO) has repeatedly warned that continuing transmission to humans of the highly pathogenic avian influenza (H5N1), which has already killed more than three dozen people in Asia over the past year, could give rise to a new human virus with pandemic potential. 

Such pandemics can be especially deadly. The so-called Spanish flu pandemic of 1918-20, which was not related to bird flu, is estimated to have killed 20 million people worldwide. 

In the latest outbreak, WHO has received reports from Viet Nam of 12 new human cases since mid-December, nine of them fatal. The agency has warned that cooler winter temperatures and increased poultry marketing, transportation and consumption linked to the Lunar New Year this month could increase the risk of further human cases. 

FAO/OIE said the recent Indian Ocean tsunami disaster may also worsen the situation due to the large-scale movement of poultry. FAO is sending an expert mission to Indonesia, Sri Lanka and the Maldives this week to assess the loss to the livestock sector and future rehabilitation needs. 

Bird flu outbreaks last years were reported in Cambodia, China, Indonesia, Japan, the Republic of Korea, Laos, Thailand and Viet Nam. Beyond the human toll more than 100 million birds were culled in an effort to curb its spread. 

Tanzania forced nine refugees at risk to return to Burundi, UN agency says 

1 February - Though extremely generous towards some half a million refugees on its soil, the Tanzanian Government recently forced two asylum-seeking families with genuine reasons to fear persecution to return to Burundi, reflecting hardening attitudes among the authorities in the East African country, the United Nations refugee agency said today. 

Representatives from the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) had interviewed both families, determined that their fear of persecution was genuine and had received Tanzania's assurances that they would be given asylum. 

UNHCR staff were not notified that the decision had been reversed and had had no opportunity, therefore, to find alternatives for the families, it said. The agency called on the government to treat asylum seekers in accordance with international law and asked to be included in the screening process. 

The agency thanked the Government for hosting in camps some 400,000 refugees, mainly from Burundi and the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), while thousands more lived in settlements along the border, but noted that refugees recently were ordered to stay in their camps and refrain from any commercial activity. 

UN refugee agency will appeal for funds to rehabilitate refugee areas in Guinea 

1 February - The head of the United Nations refugee agency has pledged to help raise funds to rehabilitate the areas in which Guinea hosted half a million refuges from civil wars in Sierra Leone and Liberia over the past 16 years. 

At the start of a trip to four West African countries to assess repatriation programmes, UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) Ruud Lubbers said yesterday the agency would appeal for support for Guinea after the refugees left. 

The UNHCR representative in Guinea, Stefano Severe, added that $300,000 left over from the repatriation of some 93,000 remaining Sierra Leoneans last year would be put towards rehabilitation. 

They were responding to a plea from Guinean Minister of Territorial Administration Kiridi Bangoura. The donor countries have linked their assistance to better governance in Guinea, one of the poorest countries in West Africa, and better management of government funds. 

“UNHCR is the only partner that can take leadership to organize a roundtable on solidarity with Guinea in the post-refugee situation,” Mr. Bangoura told Mr. Lubbers. “There is a need to rehabilitate areas affected by 16 years of refugee presence, particularly in the area of Gueckedou that needs reconstruction.” 

Gueckedou in southeastern Guinea was the centre of refugee activities until rebels mounted a bloody attack there in 2000. 

Mr. Lubbers’ six-day tour will take him next to Sierra Leone, Liberia and Côte d’Ivoire, all of them having suffered in recent years from civil war or turmoil and having had citizens flee to neighbouring countries. He is to meet UN representatives, senior government officials and returnees. 

Mr. Lubbers was to join a return convoy from Sierra Leone, where he was today, to Liberia, where he would spend two days reviewing repatriation programmes. 

Meanwhile, UNHCR said it would spend $14 million on helping internally displaced persons (IDPs) around the Liberian capital, Monrovia, to go back home and reintegrate themselves into their communities in the 13 counties declared ready for repatriation. 

Two other counties, Grand Kru and Sinoe in the south, have not been declared peaceful enough for returns. 

More than $5.5 million would be spent on non-food items and setting up added distribution outlets, $3.5 million would pay the IDPs' way home and the remaining $5 million would fund reintegration projects in their areas, UNHCR Representative Moses Okello said. 

UN transfers prison authority to local government in Kosovo 

1 February - The United Nations today handed over complete management of detention centres in Kosovo to local officials as it continues to prepare for final status talks on the ethnically divided province, which it has run since the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) drove out Yugoslav troops amid fighting in 1999. 

“This is yet another manifestation of the SRSG’s (Special Representative of the Secretary-General) and my own commitment to the continued transfer of responsibilities and competencies to Kosovo,” Principal Deputy Special Representative of the Secretary-General Larry Rossin told a ceremony at UN headquarters in Pristina, the capital. 

“The transition in penal management must continue in tandem with that in the police and judiciary, to ensure a balanced growth of all three arms of justice in Kosovo,” he added, hailing this milestone achievement. 

The move followed the transfer last month of some economic powers from the UN Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK), including the chairmanship of the Economic and Fiscal Council to Prime Minister Ramush Haradina. 

The centres handed over today were in Prizren and Peja/Pec. “In its quest for international standards, Kosovo has the advantage of having a brand new correctional service that has been bred in modern democratic values and does not carry the burden of retrograde penal management practices,” Mr. Rossin said. 

Last month Special Representative Søren Jessen-Petersen announced agreement with Mr. Haradina’s government on speeding up moves towards a multiethnic society, noting that all involved had a very tight timetable to meet by mid-2005, when they need to show clear progress to move on to final status talks. 

Both stressed then that the highest priority remained progress on the so-called Standards – eight goals in areas such as democratic institutions, minority rights and an impartial legal system – which are seen as a crucial step on the road to determining the final status of Kosovo, where Albanians outnumber other communities, mainly Serbs, by about 9 to 1. Before NATO’s intervention the province was ruled from Belgrade, the capital of Serbia and Montenegro. 

Last March the province was shaken by the worst violence in the five years of UN administration when an onslaught by Albanians to drive out Serb, Roma and Ashkali communities led to 19 people being killed, nearly 1,000 injured and hundreds of homes and centuries-old Serbian cultural sites razed or burned. 

Projects that help city dwellers from Argentina to Uzbekistan honoured by UN settlements agency 

1 February - Projects that help impoverished city dwellers in countries ranging from Argentina to Uzbekistan have been honoured by the United Nations settlements agency. 

At a glittering ceremony yesterday in Dubai, the Executive Director of the UN Human Settlements Programme (UN-HABITAT), Anna Tibaijuka, presented this year's joint UN-HABITAT and Dubai International Award for Best Practices to Improve the Living Environment. 

A $30,000 cash prize, trophy and commemorative certificate were presented to the two representatives from each of the 10 winning practices, which were recognized for their work in improving living conditions on a sustainable basis. 

Among the honourees were the Urban Agriculture Programme of Argentina; the Tomorrow's Seeds Human Development and Urban Poverty Reduction programme in Brazil; the First Nations Community Planning project of Canada; the Brownfield Remediation of the Tangshan Southern Coal Mining Area in China; and the Green path to Sustainable Development of Marginal Drylands in Iran. 

The other winners were the Sand Dams of Kitui: Providing Potable and Production Water in Semi-Arid Lands of Kitui District of Kenya; the IT4YOUTH computer literacy programme for young Palestinians; the Alba-Ter Consortium of the River Ter Basin of Spain; the Business and Competence Development: Working to reduce poverty, unemployment and hardship in Togo and a Poverty Reduction Programme for women in Uzbekistan. 

Later this year the Best Practices Award is planning to organize an International Conference on Lessons learned from Best Practices contributing toward the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), a set of anti-poverty targets to be reached by 2015. 

Each of the 48 winning practices since the inception of the award will be invited to Dubai to present their experience, including challenges, innovative strategies and transfer of the process. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL AND SPOKESMAN FOR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General, and Djibril Diallo, Spokesman for the General Assembly President.

Spokesman for the Secretary-General
Good afternoon.

**Guest at Noon
By popular demand, your request to me of yesterday, we have with us today Carina Perelli, the Director of the Electoral Assistance Division.  And she will talk to you and take your questions on the electoral process in Iraq.

**Secretary-General on Darfur
Yesterday evening, the Secretary-General transmitted to the President of the Security Council the report of the International Commission of Inquiry on Darfur.  We then released the text to the public.

The Commission has established that the Government of Sudan and the Janjaweed are responsible for crimes under international law.  It also found that attacks on villages, killing of civilians, rape, pillaging and forced displacement have continued even while it was conducting its inquiry.  Its most important recommendation, to which the Secretary-General hopes the Security Council will give immediate and very serious attention, is that “action must be taken urgently to end these violations”.

The Commission concluded that the Government of Sudan “has not pursued a policy of genocide”, although “in some instances individuals, including Government officials, may commit acts with genocidal intent” and only a competent court can decide, on a case-by-case basis, whether this was the case in Darfur.

The Commission has given the Secretary-General a sealed file of the names of people it believes are responsible for serious violations, including crimes against humanity and war crimes.  It recommends that this file be handed over to a competent Prosecutor, and it strongly recommends that the Security Council immediately refer the situation of Darfur to the International Criminal Court.

In a statement, the full text of which is upstairs, the Secretary-General says that his own support for the ICC is well known, but he adds, “This is a decision for the Security Council, not for me”.  What is vital, he stresses, is that these people are indeed held accountable.  Such grave crimes cannot be committed with impunity.  That would be a terrible betrayal of the victims, and of potential future victims in Darfur and elsewhere.

**Sudan
Also on Sudan, the UN Mission there has received reports from the African Union that two African Union teams were shot at yesterday in different locations in South Darfur.

The first shooting incident occurred in an area south of Nyala, where African Union monitors were investigating an attack on a village, while the second incident was near Shangil Tobai, where another team was investigating reports that aerial bombing had taken place on 26 January.  No casualties have been confirmed in the shooting incidents.

**Security Council
In addition to receiving the Commission of Inquiry report, the members of the Security Council also received a briefing on recent developments in Sudan in closed consultations yesterday afternoon.  Haile Menkerios, a Director in the Department of Political Affairs, briefed the Council on recent reports of fighting in Darfur, as well as in eastern Sudan.

The Security Council also discussed the Sunday elections in Iraq, and Council members welcomed the balloting, calling it a “positive step in the political development of Iraq”.  Council President César Mayoral of Argentina said that in a press conference after consultations adjourned.  He went on, “As the Secretary-General has said, the success of the elections augurs well for the transitional process.”

Today, Ambassador Joel Adechi of Benin takes over from Ambassador Mayoral as President of the Security Council for the month of February.  He is currently holding bilateral consultations with other Council members on the programme of work for the month.  Then, at 4 o’clock this afternoon, the Council has scheduled a formal meeting to vote on a resolution on sanctions for Côte d’Ivoire.

**Iraq -- UNAMI
The UN’s mission in Iraq continues to work with Iraqi ministries and non-governmental organizations in providing humanitarian assistance and support to the reconstruction process.  In Fallujah, the UN and the International Organization for Migration have distributed supplies to over 26,000 families displaced due to the current situation.

Working with the Iraqi Red Crescent Society, UNICEF is also providing emergency health support to children and their families in conflict areas.  The UN mission and other UN agencies are also closely monitoring the humanitarian situation in Mosul and a number of other locations in light of the escalation of violence there.  And we have a press release with more information on that.

**Constitutional Experts
Yesterday, I was asked if we have some constitutional experts within our ranks to assist the Iraqis.  The short answer is “yes”.  But I would want to make clear that, if the request for such assistance came, it would come from the transitional assembly of Iraq, which is a sovereign elected body.

As stated in resolution 1546, the UN stands ready to assist, if asked.  But the constitutional drafting process is an Iraqi-owned and Iraqi-led process.  This is not a constitution that will be imposed from the outside.

As we’ve said a number of times, Iraq is a country with a wealth of intellectual resources.  Our role would be a supportive one, to bring assistance when and where it is needed.

The key to the success of this next phase of the transitional process is to ensure that all individuals, groups and parties who, for whatever reason, were unable or unwilling to take part in the election are now brought into the constitution-making process.  Through our Special Representative there, we will continue to work towards that goal.

**Statement Attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General
The following statement is attributable to the Spokesman regarding the situation in Nepal:
“The Secretary-General is deeply concerned at the actions taken by the constitutional monarchy in Nepal today to dissolve the Government, impose a state of emergency, and suspend civil liberties and freedom of expression.
“The Secretary-General views these actions as a serious setback for the country.  He does not believe that they will bring lasting peace and stability to Nepal.  Steps should be taken immediately to restore democratic freedoms and institutions.
“The Secretary-General is very mindful of the safety and well-being of the Nepalese people and their representatives, including political leaders, human rights workers and journalists.  He urges calm and restraint by all parties in the country so as to avoid actions that could worsen the situation.”
He recently conveyed a message to King Gyanendra urging him to take steps to forge a unified national initiative that would bring the Maoists to the negotiating table and promote a viable peace process.
**Nepal
Also, the High Commissioner for Human Rights, Louise Arbour, today expressed her serious concern at the decision taken by King Gyanendra of Nepal to dismiss the Government and to assume direct power.

The High Commissioner said that, when she met the King during her visit to Nepal last week, he reaffirmed his unequivocal commitment to human rights, democracy and multiparty rule.  Arbour said she expects the King to live up to his stated commitment and ensure that the democratic institutions of the State are reinstalled without delay.

**SG Returns to New York
The Secretary-General this morning returned to New York, ending a four-day trip during which he attended the African Union summit in Abuja, Nigeria, and met with the President of Cameroon, Paul Biya, in Yaoundé.

The Secretary-General is not expected to come to Headquarters today.  But we do expect him back at the office at the normal time tomorrow.

**DSG Travels
The Deputy-Secretary-General, Louise Fréchette, will travel to Washington tomorrow to deliver an address at the Women’s Foreign Policy Group.  The topic of the meeting is “New Challenges for the United Nations”.  Following her speech, the Deputy-Secretary-General will take part in a question-and-answer session with participants.

**Guyana Floods
In Guyana, the UN Country Team is preparing an international flash appeal to cover flood recovery activities for the next six months.  According to the World Food Programme (WFP), some 375,000 people still remain in shelters, where poor sanitation conditions are leading to skin rashes and vomiting.  There are fears of epidemics.  So far, WFP, with the assistance of Ecuador, has sent two planes, carrying around 27 tons of emergency food rations, to flood-hit areas.  We have more information in briefing notes upstairs.

**Madagascar - Cyclone
WFP also has started sending emergency supplies of rice to south-western Madagascar today, to assist the thousands of people who were hit by Cyclone Ernest and the ensuing tropical storm.  WFP plans to initially assist more than 5,000 of the hardest-hit people while damage assessments are being carried out.  We have a press release on that.

**Bird Flu Situation May Worsen
Finally, the Food and Agriculture Organization, together with the World Animal Health Organization, said today that avian influenza, or “bird flu”, remains a constant threat in Asia, and that affected countries need to do more to keep the epidemic under control.  They also said that the recent tsunami disaster may worsen the bird flu situation, due to the large-scale movement of poultry.  And there is more on that in a press release upstairs.

Let’s start with Louis.

Questions and Answers
Question:  My question is, if I am not mistaken, I think there are different ways by which a case can be referred to the ICC.  And I am wondering, do you know whether the statute provides for the Secretary-General himself to be able to refer a case?  Or does it have to be the Security Council?

Spokesman:  The Secretary-General does not have that option under the statute.  So, a party may refer a case or the Security Council may refer a case.

Question:  My house-keeping thing:  Number one, you said yesterday you would check up as to whether that head of the panel, the commission, Mr. Cassese or any of the members would be able to comment.  Have you checked on that and are they able to comment on the report publicly?

Spokesman:  We’ve not been able to get confirmation of that.  We have been in touch with Juan Mendez, the Secretary-General’s Special Envoy on Genocide, and I think there is a better chance of getting him to talk to you and we have the phone number of his spokeswoman.

Question:  Will the SG speak to us on his way in tomorrow morning?

Spokesman:  We will ask him to do that.  I can’t confirm now that he will.  I haven’t had a chance to speak to him since he came back.  Joe?

Question:  Fred, do you know his thinking on this?  Is he worried that one possible outcome is a stalemate between the US and the Europeans and others over this issue of whether (inaudible)?

Spokesman:  I think it’s too early to predict how this discussion among Council members will turn out.  He will stay close to it.  But as he said, it’s the Council’s decision and we hope they could come up with some agreed formula.

Question:  If that happens, he’d keep these names under seal?

Spokesman:  Well, the idea is that these names would be forwarded to a competent authority once the Council agreed on how to handle it.  The names are now in a sealed envelop in a safe in his office and he himself has not yet looked at the list.

Let me take Nick.

Question:  Already today there are a couple of Senators, Senator Brownback among them, in Washington saying that, if the Secretary-General can’t exert enough force for the Security Council to, essentially, reverse this report and declare it genocide that he should, out of, essentially self-respect and integrity, resign as Secretary-General.  How much influence does he have?  Would be able to push the Security Council to be able to go against the report that the panel just issued?

Spokesman:  The most the Secretary-General can do under the Charter is to bring to the attention of the Security Council any threat to international peace and security.  It’s that one little narrow passage that gives him a political and not just an administrative role.  The political role of the Secretary-General has evolved and enlarged over the years through practice.  But, still, the Members, in this case the Members of the Council, are supreme.  And I think it’s wrong to assume that he could somehow force them to take a course of action and that should he not be successful that he would be obliged to step down.  I think that’s inconsistent with the Charter.

Question:  Just a follow up.  I know these questions may get to my own ignorance, but when it says that “a party may refer...”, what is it?  What does it mean “a party?”

Spokesman:  Someone who has ratified the statute.  A MemberState that has ratified the statute.  Yes, John?

Question:  Fred, what does the Secretary-General have in mind when he says that the sealed files should be handed over to a competent prosecutor?  The ICC prosecutor could not do anything unless the Sudan had ratified the Rome Treaty.

Spokesman:  Well, if the Security Council refers the matter to the ICC.  So, we’re waiting to see what the Security Council will decide on how this matter should be handled legally.  And once they decide, then the Secretary-General would turn over this list to the relevant prosecutor.  Mark?

Question:  Has the Secretary-General appointed Bill Clinton as his envoy, Special Tsunami Envoy?

Spokesman:  There is nothing that I can confirm at this time about that subject.  But we do expect to have something to announce in a few hours, later this afternoon.

Bill?

Question:  Fred, what is the latest status of the UN offices in Erbil and Basra?  Are they open?  How many people are there? Where are those people? If they’re there, what they are doing? 

Spokesman:  It is still the Secretary-General’s intention to open UN offices in those two cities and the logistics are still being put in place for the opening of them.  No, Louis, you’ve already had a turn.  Let me take Richard.

Question:  I know you can’t confirm it, but somehow the UN always gets beat on its own important announcements, which is a whole lot of problem late in the day.  But what could someone like Bill Clinton, or someone who -- I’m sure the UN wants a high-ranking person-- what does it do towards keeping the focus on getting contributions and not letting, as Mark Malloch Brown said the other day, the cameras disappear and the contributions dry up?

Spokesman:  The whole idea that the Secretary-General had in naming a Special Envoy was precisely to keep world attention focused on the clean-up and the reconstruction in South Asia following the tsunami.  And also to try to capitalize on the openings that it has afforded both Indonesia and Sri Lanka to make political advances with the rebel movements in those two countries.  So, I think that is the essential mandate or will be the essential mandate of the Special Envoy.

Question:  Did they talk about it on the phone yesterday, Secretary Annan and President Bush?  The naming of the person?

Spokesman:  I can’t confirm that.

Question:  So, will the Secretary-General be, indeed, in the building to make the announcement, or is it a statement?

Spokesman:  He will not be in the building today.  It will be a statement that will be issued by my office.

Mark we have.  Let me take Colum.

Question:  The Côte d’Ivoire commission of inquiry, the Secretary-General allowed Security Council members to come up and look at the list.  Is he going to allow Security Council members to look at the Darfur list and, if not, why is there a different policy with the two commissions of inquiry lists?

Spokesman:  I don’t have guidance on that.  I’ll have to ask for you what the difference in the treatment of the two lists is.  You could speculate that, in allowing people to look at the first list, it eventually leaked to the press.  And maybe we don’t want to be so incautious in handling the second list.  But let me try to find out for you.

[The Spokesman later announced that the lists of names were treated differently because the Darfur report itself specified the way the names would be treated.]

Someone who hasn’t had a chance yet.  Yes?

Question:  It says “...action must be urgently taken”.  What sort of action over Darfur?  Would he encourage a new resolution or...?  And also what’s his reaction to some countries calling for an arms embargo committee to (inaudible)?

Spokesman:  He would leave it to the Security Council to decide.  I mean, he has for a long time been asking that decisive action be taken and less than decisive action has been taken in this case.  But, still, there are options open and he hopes the Council will give serious consideration to those and try to beef up international response to this tragedy.

Okay, I’ll take Mark.

Question:  First, a follow up to that.  In the SG’s estimation, has the response of the Council and the Members of the Council been commensurate with the response that’s required under the mandate of international law to the situation in Darfur?

Just quickly on Clinton -- sorry, not Clinton, the unnamed tsunami appointment -- does that mean that this person will have a political kind of, what’s the word, facilitation, negotiation role within Indonesia and Sri Lanka between the governments and the rebel movements?

Spokesman:  Well, that role would have to be accepted by the parties.  But I think one of the things the Secretary-General hopes the envoy could do would be to facilitate peace negotiations in both those cases, yes.

Massoud?

Question:  (interruption)  Sorry, and on the first one?

Spokesman:  I have no comment on whether the Security Council is living up to its legal obligations.  I don’t think the Secretary-General has a public view on that.

Massoud?

Question:  On this list which is sealed by the Secretary-General, is there going to be a timeline at all when these people will be made public or there is no timeline?

Spokesman:  No, there is no timeline.  It would be turned over to a prosecutor once the Security Council decides on how to proceed.  Louis?

Question:  Fred, on that list, you said earlier that the list is now in his safe up in his office and the SG has not yet looked at it.  Why hasn’t he... (interrupted)?

Spokesman:  The envelope is sealed.

Question:  But why hasn’t he?  I mean, it seems to me to be a pretty important part of the report?

Spokesman:  But it’s not action that he is required to take regarding this list.  The action is to be taken by a prosecutor, should the Security Council decide to take that avenue of approach.  So, it would be turned over to a prosecutor when the time comes.

Question:  He’s not curious to see the list?

Spokesman:  He may well be curious, but he doesn’t feel that... (interrupted).

Question:  Can the Security Council ask for the list to be released if it wants to see it?

Spokesman:  Well, that’s hypothetical.  Let’s see what happens.

Yes, Ricardo?

Question:  Fred, is the tsunami envoy coming to the UN any time soon to brief us?

Spokesman:  Let’s see first who it is.  And then what that person’s timetable is.  And we will, of course, ask if he or she would be coming to talk to you.

Carina, welcome to the briefing.  Why don’t you take this seat?

(Issued separately)

Spokesman for General Assembly President:

Good afternoon.

Many of you called my office regarding the informal meeting of the High-Level Panel, and we do have the speech of the President of the General Assembly summarizing the results of that meeting, and I will come back to you with some factoids in this briefing, on the understanding that you will get a full summary in the President’s statement.

The total number of speakers was 97, and it was convened in six sessions.  Most representatives were at the ambassadorial level, which showed, again, the importance that the delegations attached not only to the report itself, but also the whole preparatory process leading to the September Summit.  Consultations on the reform of the United Nations should not be limited solely to the recommendations contained in the report of the High-Level Panel.  This is the view of many delegations.

Yesterday, I told you about the question of development.  Many delegations deplored the fact that that question was not the subject of deeper examination on the part of the report.  Second, the report was examined more on the narrow angle of security.  Delegations did recognize that the report recognized the crucial role that development plays in the context of the collective security system.  The focus on the Security Council should not alter even further the role and authority of the General Assembly as a central organ of deliberation at the United Nations.  This is a view that was expressed by several delegations.

On the reform of the Security Council, you will recall that, yesterday, I mentioned that there seemed to be an emerging consensus on the need to reform the Council in order to make it a) more representative, b) more efficient, c) more transparent.  But, based on the comments of delegations on the two models, models A and B, there seemed to be diverging views on the way forward.  Also, delegations mentioned that, when there is talk about the reform of the Security Council, one should focus not only on enlarging the Council, but also on other important questions, such as improvement of the working methods of the Security Council, as well as its decision-making mechanism.

On the issue of responsibility to protect, two views came out:  one recognized the importance of this concept as part of an emerging norm of international law; the other cautioned against the concept in relation to its risks vis-à-vis the principle of sovereignty, territorial integrity and non-interference in internal affairs of Member States.  The issue of terrorism was also welcomed, in terms of the way it was treated in the report, because the report recommended that it be treated in a holistic manner, including under its cultural angle.  But several delegations deplored the fact that, when the report  dealt with weapons of mass destruction, it focused more on the issue of proliferation, and less on the issue of disarmament.  Another point, by way of summary, is the fact that the report did not focus on the proliferation of small arms.  That should have been another subject of focus in the report.

The recommendation on the creation of a commission for consolidating peace was generally well received, but there were again diverging views on whether it should be established as an organ of the Security Council.  One view among delegations recognizes that it should be under the Security Council.  The other one would like it to be attached to the Economic and Social Council.  The third view would like to see it as an autonomous body that would function under the General Assembly and ECOSOC.

The universalization of the Commission on Human Rights issue was recognized, with some reservations.  Some delegations were concerned about some sort of duplication with the role of the Third Committee of the General Assembly.  On the other hand, the linkage of such a commission with ECOSOC needed to be clarified further.

The President of the General Assembly is already, as of today, having meetings with facilitators.  The next meeting, for your own schedules, for your own work plan, in this connection would be around 22 February, which could go on to 23 or up to 25 of February.  The Assembly President, Jean Ping, noted the fact that the Office of the Secretary-General was represented at the meetings, throughout the process.  The President of the General Assembly will communicate formally to the Secretary-General on the perspectives of Member States on this report.  This is to enable the Secretary-General to prepare his own report, which is to come out in March 2005.  That’s all I have for you.

Questions? No?

Thank you.

* *** *
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