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UN Wire 

31 December 2002

IVORY: South African Official Regrets Not Telling CITES About Poaching 

The chief executive officer of South Africa's national parks has said the parks made a "mistake" by not telling environmental officials about the killings of five elephants in time for a November meeting of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora at which countries moved to allow conditional sales of ivory stockpiles, Reuters reports. The killings took place this year in Kruger National Park, which also houses South Africa's ivory stockpile of nearly 5,000 pieces.

"It was a mistake on our part; we did not inform the Department of Environmental Affairs about the killings. But the information gathered for our CITES proposal was made around July, before the carcasses were found," Mavuso Msimang told Reuters.

The news agency reports that Kenya and environmental groups are angry about South Africa's failure to notify CITES about the killings when it applied for permission to sell the stockpile. Kenya, which has elephants of its own, and others fear the CITES ruling to allow limited sales by South Africa, Botswana and Namibia will encourage increased activity by poachers eager to launder dirty ivory when the sales begin. CITES is to monitor poaching ahead of the sales, which cannot take place before May 2004 (Ed Stoddard, Reuters/Environmental News Network, Dec. 31).

__________________________________________
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Asia Pulse 

December 31, 2002 Tuesday 

Philippine environment gp speaks against reef blast fishing 

The Cebu-based Philippine Environmental Journalists Inc. (PEJI) has cited the destructive capabilities of blast

fishing in Philippine reef areas. 

      PEJI, in a report submitted during the recently concluded workshop on "Conserving Philippine Marine Reserve:  The Role of Journalists" held in Dumaguete City Dec. 2-4, 2002 said the use of explosives to catch fish not   only destroy the aquatic animals and the reefs but also the livelihood of millions of Filipinos dependent on the  reefs for their survival. 

      The workshop organized by PEJI and supported by the Regional Office of the United Nations Environment

Programme (UNEP), Silliman University, Caltex Phils. Inc., Rhine Marketing Corp., Shemberg Marketing Corp.,

San Miguel Corp., and Bambi Marketing is also a study tour which exposed over 30 journalists from all over

the Philippines on marine conservation issues. After the reef areas are damaged, Filipino fishermen catch less

and less fish, the report lamented. 

What is alarming is the fact that in some areas in Central Philipines, there are very rich fishing grounds,

specially in smaller islands and islets, PEJI said. 

But PEJI said the fishermen are not contented with their usual catch and still use dynamite to catch fish for

lunch or dinner. 

A report of Dr. Angel Alcala, former Environment and Natural Resources Secretary and a marine biologist,

said blast fishing was not only used by small fishermen. 

This destructive fishing method has also been practiced by trawlers contributing to the massive fishery     depleting in the country, the report added. 

The reason blast fishing has proliferated is the availability of the explosives, PEJI said. 

In the city of Talisay in the island-province of Cebu, explosives are known to be manufactured for use in

blast fishing. 

Despite several government raids, the clandestine explosives factories have continued to grow in number,

PEJI said. 

PEJI said aside from blast fishing, reef areas have also been destroyed by muro-ami, a drive-in net desgined

for fishing on coral reefs introduced into the country Okinawan fishers shortly before World War II; and

land-based pollution. 

  ________________________________________________________________________________________

Star Telegram

Fort Worth, Texas

December 31, 2002, 

Partnerships find better ways to dispose of old cellphones 

CELLULAR: As the popularity of cellphones increases, manufacturers are creating programs to reuse the      phones or recycle the parts to reduce waste. 

      BODY: 

      Cellular phones are getting smaller, but they still pose an  environmental disposal problem. 

      Mobile phone sales are almost 400 million per year worldwide. So  when someone purchases a smaller, more advanced or cuter cellphone, that usually leaves an old phone ready for the trash can. "It's not so much a hazard, but it's just the volume  of waste,"   Nokia spokesman Keith Nowak said. 

      So, 10 leading mobile phone manufacturers, including Motorola, Nokia and Sony Ericsson, agreed to address the issue, part of an  initiative from the United Nations Environment Program. 

      "Basically, there are more cellphones sold than any other major electrical device," Nowak said. "It's important that we find a way   to look at the whole life cycle [of the cellphone] and find a way to look at disposal and recycling." 

      One part of the cellphone that is easily recycled is the  rechargeable battery, which can be dropped off at several retailers   that work with the Rechargeable Battery Recycling Corp., a nonprofit organization. Area retailers that accept batteries  include Best Buy, RadioShack and Target. 

      The body and internal components of the cellphone pose a greater challenge. Nowak said Nokia has considered various options,   including using biodegradable plastic. Motorola and Nokia take  recycling into consideration during the design process, choosing   plastics or metals that can be more easily recycled, officials       said. 

      A partnership of AT&T Wireless, Motorola, SBC (Cingular Wireless) and Verizon Wireless takes a different approach. The   companies have collaborated with the Wireless Foundation to create the Call to Protect program, which refurbishes old equipment to be   distributed to local agencies that help victims of domestic   violence. 

      "They can dial 911 if they're in a threatening situation,"  Motorola spokeswoman Amanda Cienkus said. 

      The program has collected almost 50,000 cellphones in six years.  cellphones that cannot be reused for the program are broken down  and the parts are recycled. 

      "We think it's a great idea to recycle in a way that is  environmentally sound and not throw the phones away," she said. 

      Network providers will also need to cooperate in recycling efforts, Motorola spokeswoman Margot Brown said. 

      "As the main contact point with users, network providers have a key role to play in the recovery of used mobile phones, and without  their support there can be no partnership," Brown said. "However,  we manufacturers are very confident that, like ourselves, network  providers will be eager to act on their responsibility for ensuring   sound end-of-life management of mobile phones, free from risk to  human and environmental health." 

      The initiative among the 10 companies will aim to create a  comprehensive plan for the entire industry to follow. 

      "Hopefully, this agreement will give us more concrete steps of  where the industry can go in terms of recycling and disposal,"   Nowak said. 

      More information 

      * To find a location to recycle rechargeable batteries:  www.rbrc.org/index.html 

      * To donate an old mobile phone go to   www.wirelessfoundation.org/12give/index2.cfm 

      * Mail phone to: CALL to PROTECT, c/o Motorola, 1580 E.  Ellsworth Road, Ann Arbor, MI 48108 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

New York Times

January 2, 2003

Global Warming Found to Displace Species

By ANDREW C. REVKIN

     lobal warming is forcing species around the world, from California starfish to Alpine herbs, to move into new ranges or alter habits in ways  that could disrupt ecosystems, two groups of researchers say. 

The two new studies, by teams at the University of Texas, Wesleyan, Stanford and elsewhere, are reported in today's issue of the journal Nature.  Experts not associated with the studies say they provide the clearest portrait yet of a biological world driven into accelerating flux by warming caused at least in part by human activity.

Plants and animals have always had to adjust to shifting climates. But climate is changing faster now than in recent millenniums, and many scientists attribute the pace to rising concentrations of heat-trapping greenhouse gases.

In some cases, species' ranges have shifted 60 miles or more in recent decades, mainly toward the poles, according to the new analyses. In others, the timing of egg laying, migrations and the like has shifted weeks earlier in the year, creating the potential to separate species, in both time and place, from their needed sources of food.

One academic not associated with the studies, Dr. Richard P. Alley, an expert on past climate shifts who teaches at Pennsylvania State University, said that climate had changed more abruptly a few times since the last ice age and that nature had shifted in response. But, he noted, "the preindustrial migrations were made without having to worry about cornfields, parking lots and Interstates." 

Citing the new work and studies of past climate shifts, Dr. Alley saw particular significance in the expectation that animals and plants that rely on one another were likely to migrate at different rates. Referring to affected species, he said, "You'll have to change what you eat, or rely on fewer things to eat, or travel farther to eat, all of which have costs." 

The result in coming decades could be substantial ecological disruption, local losses of wildlife and extinction of some species, the two studies said.

The authors express their findings with a certainty far greater than in the last decade, when many of the same researchers contributed to reports on biological effects of warming that were published by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, the top international research group on the issue.

The authors of one of the new Nature papers, Dr. Camille Parmesan, a biologist at the University of Texas, and Dr. Gary Yohe, an economist at Wesleyan University, calculated that many ecological changes measured in recent decades had a 95 percent chance of being a result of climate warming and not some other factor.

"You're seeing the impact of climate on natural systems now," Dr. Yohe said. "It's really important to take that seriously."

Some butterflies have shifted northward in Europe by 30 to 60 miles or more, with the changes closely matching those in average warm-season temperatures, Dr. Parmesan said. The researchers were able to rule out other factors — habitat destruction, for example — as causes of the changes. 

Some of these changes meshed tightly with variations in temperature over time. Dr. Parmesan cited bird studies in Britain. There, populations of the great tit adjusted their egg laying earlier or later as climate warmed early in the 20th century, then cooled in midcentury and warmed even more sharply after the 1970's.

Over all, Dr. Parmesan's study found that species' ranges were tending to shift toward the poles at some four miles a decade and that spring events, like egg laying or trees' flowering, were shifting 2.3 days earlier a decade.

Around Monterey Bay in California, warmer waters have caused many invertebrates to shift northward, driving some species out of the bay and allowing others to move in from the south.

Authors of both new papers said they were concerned that such significant ecological changes had already been detected even though global temperatures had risen only about one degree in the last century. 

They noted that projections of global warming by 2100 ranged from 2.5 to 10 degrees above current levels, should concentrations of carbon dioxide and other heat-trapping gases, which flow mainly from smokestacks and tailpipes, continue to rise. 

By comparison, the world took some 18,000 years to climb out of the depths of the last ice age and warm some five to nine degrees to current conditions.

"If we're already seeing such dramatic changes" among species, "it's really pretty frightening to think what we might see in the next 100 years,"  said Dr. Terry L. Root, an ecologist at Stanford University who was the lead author of one of the new studies. 

The two teams of researchers used different statistical methods to analyze data on hundreds of species, focusing mainly on plants and animals that have been carefully studied for many decades, like trees, butterflies and birds. Both teams found, with very high certainty, a clear ecological effect of rising temperatures.

Several of the researchers said the effects of other, simultaneous human actions, like urban expansion and the introduction of invasive species, could greatly amplify the effects of climate change.

For example, the quino checkerspot butterfly, an endangered species with a small range in northern Mexico and Southern California, is being pushed out of Mexico by higher temperatures while also being pushed south by growing suburban sprawl around Los Angeles and San Diego, Dr. Parmesan said.

"The butterfly is caught between these two major human factors — urbanization in the north and warming in the south," said Dr. Parmesan, who has spent years studying shifting ranges of various checkerspot species.

Dr. Alley said the studies illustrated the importance of conducting much more research to anticipate impending harms and devise ways to maintain biological diversity, for instance with green "wildlife corridors" linking adjacent pockets of habitat. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Wildlife seeks cooler climes

               Species are on the move, say scientists

               Two groups of US biologists say they have detected a   consistent pattern of response by wild species to warmer   temperatures. 

               They say this is evidence that climate change is  affecting living systems, as climatologists have                predicted. 

               Many species are forsaking their ranges to find cooler or  higher habitats. 

               And several regular springtime events are now  happening earlier than they did a few decades ago. 

               The biologists' work is reported in the journal Nature. 

               Camille Parmesan, of the University of Texas at Austin,   and colleagues conducted a "meta-analysis" of studies  of more than 1,700 species. 

               They say there have been   "significant" moves in range averaging 6.1 km (3.8 miles) per decade towards the poles, or   metres per decade upwards. 

               Spring events, such as the  arrival of migrant species and the laying of eggs,  have   advanced by 2.3 days per  decade. 

               Unconvinced

               The authors note the difficulties experienced by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) in   assessing how far recent observed changes in natural  biological systems have been attributable to climate                change. 

               They write: "Differences of opinion among disciplines can stem naturally from whether the principal motivation  is to assess the magnitude of immediate impacts or of  long-term trajectories. 

               Most field biologists are convinced that they are already seeing important biological impacts of climate change.   However, they have encountered difficulty in convincing  other academic disciplines, policy-makers and the  general public." 

               The picture that emerges from their study, they argue, is persuasive in the round, even though individual

               species may not show a marked response to warming   temperatures. 

               They write: "The test for a globally coherent climate  fingerprint does not require that any single species

               show a climate change impact with 100% certitude. 

               Rather, it seeks some defined level of confidence in a   climate change signal on a global scale." 

               In the second study Terry Root of Stanford University,  California, and colleagues also report a               temperature-related fingerprint in the behaviour of a  range of species. 

               They found the changes were most marked at high  latitudes and high altitudes, where the largest               temperature changes are predicted. 

               Their meta-analysis included information on species  and global warming from 143 separate studies. 

               'Significant impact' 

               The authors say: "These analyses reveal a consistent  temperature-related shift, or 'fingerprint', in species               ranging from molluscs to mammals and from grasses to trees...the balance of evidence from these studies               strongly suggests that a significant impact of global  warming is already discernible in animal and plant               populations. 

               The synergism of rapid temperature rise and other  stresses, in particular habitat destruction, could easily               disrupt the connectedness among species and lead to a   reformulation of species communities...and to               numerous extirpations and possibly extinctions." 

               Because they were looking for trends, the authors say,  they excluded studies examining climatic cycles such as  the North Atlantic Oscillation and the El Nino cycle in the  Pacific west of Chile. 

               Some scientists continue to maintain that climate  change, if it is happening, is an entirely natural          phenomenon which cannot be explained in terms of  human behaviour. 

               The two Nature studies may not be able to advance  discussion of that argument. 

               But they do suggest that wildlife is aware of and  responding to a new reality, whatever its causes.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Mixed messages for  mobiles

               Now you can get lots of gadgets for your mobile customers. 

               When the history of mobile phones in the UK is written,  2002 will be remembered as the year when something  did not happen. 

               This was supposed to be the year that third-generation   (3G) mobile phone services were due to start. 

               By now, many of us were supposed to have signed up  for these futuristic services that turn your handset into  something that does much more than let you talk while   you walk. 

               Instead, 2002 has been a year that had more  disappointments than delights for phone makers and                mobile network operators. 

               Message waiting 

               Ben Wood, senior analyst at research firm Gartner, said  one of the big changes was that mobile phone firms  have stopped selling 3G as something revolutionary. 

               Instead, he said, they are pushing it as the next step  for phone users sending multimedia messages and                pictures. 

               This helps to explain the  change in strategy by  mobile phone firms 

               Instead of competing for  new customers by  aggressive pricing and  advertising campaigns,             operators are now  concentrating on getting  more out of existing

               The other explanation for  this is that Britain's mobile  phone market is saturated and any result any effort to  make people change to a  new phone is unlikely to be  successful. 

               Operators have quietly   been updating existing networks to handle much more  data. 

               With this infrastructure in place, the operators have  started trying to get people to update their phones to               be able to handle these multimedia messages. 

               Costly choice 

               But there is no guarantee that customers will be any  more likely to adopt new services on existing networks  than they would 3G services. 

               Currently handsets that can take pictures, such as the SonyEricsson T68i, Nokia 7650 and the Sharp GX10, are  expensive. Often users buying them have to sign up other services to get the most out of them that can add  quite a lot to monthly bills. 

               Picture messaging is currently free on most UK networks  as the operators attempt to persuade people to use it. 

               Another limiting factor in their take-up is the fact that  on most networks, customers who pay-as-they-go

               cannot use them. 

               Mr Wood said that voice calls and text messaging will continue to provide most of the revenue for mobile  phone operators for some time to come. 

               Text messaging in  particular is still hugely  popular. Britons now send   more than 1 billion of               them per month. 

               Even if multimedia  messaging does start to  be used it is likely that  people will continue to               send far more text messages than they will   pictures or sounds. 

               The success of multimedia  handsets could also mean  further delays to the launch of 3G services. 

               This is because as the price of a handset goes up, the  longer it is before customers are keen to swap it for  another phone. 

               Statistics suggest that anyone buying a new handset now for multimedia services will be unlikely to change it   for 18-24 months. 

               Profitable times 

               What is clear is that phones that have diaries, notepads   and cameras built-in are likely to triumph over                handheld computers that have a phone added to them.

               This could well dent the ambitions of companies such as  Microsoft which are struggling to break into the world  mobile market. 

               In November Sendo, Microsoft's key partner in the development of its smart phone, dropped development  of the device and declared its support for Nokia. 

               But the one company that cannot afford to wait much  longer to launch its 3G service in the UK is Hutchison. 

               Of the five firms that bought a 3G license, Hutchison is   the only one with no pre-existing network and no UK  customers. 

               Originally it planned to launch its 3G service,  imaginatively called 3, earlier this year. Now the start

date has been pushed back to early 2003 even though   the marketing campaign for 3 has already begun. 

               For many operators 2002 has ended on a better note  than it started. 

               Last year some operators were reporting record losses and looked like they would struggle to meet debt

               commitments. 

               But now companies such as Vodafone and Orange have  reported healthy profits and handset makers say sales   are holding up. 


________________________________________________________________________________



T U E S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
IAEA inspectors leave DPR of Korea

*
Iraq invites top UN inspector for talks ahead of Security Council briefing next month

*
UN mission in DR of Congo helps rebel factions in northeast reach ceasefire accord

*
Bosnia: UN mission wraps up operations, leaves behind police force ‘fit for Europe’

*
UN report finds peace operations yield major dividends for many countries in 2002

*
Eritreans in Sudan to lose refugee status, UN agency says

* * * *

DPR of Korea

31 December – Inspectors from the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) left the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) today while the Agency’s governing board prepared to take up the issue next week.

The last two IAEA inspectors left the DPRK and travelled to Beijing. The Agency said it will keep an office in the country, and its equipment there has been placed in storage after an inventory was completed.

The 35-member Board is scheduled to meet on 6 January to consider a report from IAEA Director-General Mohamed ElBaradei, who recently spoke about the next steps.

The inspectors – previously stationed at the nuclear facility in Nyongbyong – left following direct confirmation from DPRK officials that they should leave the country immediately, and that the DPRK had decided not to respond to Mr. ElBaradei’s letter urging Pyongyang to allow the monitors to remain at the site.

“This is a country in defiance of its international obligations,” Mr. ElBaradei said on Saturday. “It sets a dangerous precedent for the integrity of the non-proliferation regime.”

* * *

Iraq: inspections

31 December – As inspections continued on the ground in Iraq, the United Nations today confirmed that Baghdad has invited the chief UN arms expert for further discussions on the international probe into the country’s weapons programmes.

Gen. Amir Al-Saadi, Iraq’s top liaison with the UN monitors, wrote over the weekend to Hans Blix, Executive Chairman of the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC), suggesting that Mr. Blix travel to Baghdad in mid-January for more talks, a spokesman for the Commission said.

“As you know, we are to present an update to the Security Council on 27 January so it does seem a useful idea for Mr. Blix to go to Baghdad to have discussions about where we are, how we move forward to implement the Council’s resolutions,” UNMOVIC spokesman Ewen Buchanan told UN Radio.

Meanwhile outside Baghdad, an UNMOVIC team of missile inspectors visited the Al Mamoun plant to witness the casting process of a solid propellant motor for the Al Ubour missile. Another team inspected the Al Mansour plant, which produces semiconductors, industrial gases and drinking water, according to Hiro Ueki, spokesman for UNMOVIC and the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) in Baghdad.

An UNMOVIC biological team conducted an inspection of the Ibn Seena Research Centre in Baghdad, which conducts research and testing into new pharmaceutical formulations. A second biological team inspected the National Centre of Drug Control and Research in Baghdad, which is owned by the Ministry of Health and carries out analysis of imported and locally manufactured drugs.

In Baghdad, an chemical team from UNMOVIC inspected two research centres: the Chemical Engineering Research Design Centre, which is part of the Sa’ad Company and was inspected on 29 December; and the Petrochemical Research and Development Centre, which is under the Ministry of Oil. “Both inspections were focused on verifying the current status of their activities, as well as their activities since 1998,” Mr. Ueki said.

An UNMOVIC multidisciplinary team inspected the Chemical Corp’s Training Centre, which consists of administrative buildings, classrooms, warehouses, workshops and several training ranges where live training is conducted.

An IAEA team inspected the Mechanical Engineering Design Centre, Mr. Ueki said. The Centre consists of several technical design departments serving local industry in the design of general, as well as specialized, equipment.

In other news, the UN Office of the Iraq Programme reported that in the week ending 27 December there were 10 loadings of Iraqi crude oil totalling 14.3 million barrels. Exports earned about $409 million for the UN-run oil-for-food programme, based on an average price of $26.90 per barrel for Iraqi crude.

The revenue generated thus far from the current phase of the programme, which permits Baghdad to use earning from oil exports to purchase relief supplies, stands at approximately $910 million.

* * *

DR of Congo

31 December – The United Nations Organization Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (MONUC) has helped three armed rebel movements that have been fighting in the northeastern part of the country to reach a ceasefire agreement, according to a UN spokesman in New York.

On Monday, the three – the Movement for the Liberation of the Congo (MLC), the Congolese Rally for Democracy-National (RCD-N) and the Congolese Rally for Democracy-Liberation Movement (RCD-ML) – agreed to immediately stop all fighting in the Isiro-Bafwasende-Beni-Watsa quadrangle. MONUC said it would deploy military observers to the area immediately.

All three groups also agreed to guarantee the freedom of movement of the civilian population and humanitarian organizations.

The signing ceremony was attended by the deputy head of the UN mission, Lena Sundh, along with the UN Force Commander in the DRC, Gen. Mountaga Diallo, and the Ambassadors to the DRC of China, France, United States, Russia, United Kingdom, South Africa and Belgium.

* * *

Bosnia and Herzegovina

31 December – After successfully completing the most extensive police reform and restructuring mandate ever undertaken by the United Nations, the UN Mission in Bosnia and Herzegovina (UNMIBH) will cease operations at midnight tonight.

“Bosnia and Herzegovina now has ‘a police force fit for Europe’ firmly based on international standards of democratic policing, and in the service of all citizens of Bosnia and Herzegovina,” UNMIBH said in a statement issued today. “It represents a major stride forward towards European integration.”

Starting tomorrow, the European Union Police Mission (EUPM) will take over the tasks performed by UNMIBH, while the UN will remain engaged in furthering the country’s post-war development and recovery through the work of its agencies.

In a ceremony on Monday in Sarajevo, the Mission awarded an accreditation certificate to the country’s State Border Service, completing the accreditation of all the country’s law enforcement institutions.

* * *

UN peacekeeping

31 December – Ranging in scope from disarmament to protecting human rights, United Nations peace operations around the globe yielded major dividends for a number of countries in 2002, according to a report published by the UN Department for Public Information (DPI).

Among the highlights mentioned in the “Year in Review: UN Peace Operations 2002” are the independence of East Timor, renamed Timor-Leste, following UN stewardship under a Transitional Administration, and the progressive restoration of peace and security in Sierra Leone with UN support for the disarmament and demobilization of former combatants – leading to the dissolution of the armed rebel movement – and for the conduct of national elections.

Other accomplishments include the establishment of the Interim Authority and the Transitional Administration in Afghanistan, in line with the Bonn Agreement that the UN help broker, and the successful completion of the UN Mission in Bosnia and Herzegovina (UNMIBH), the most extensive police reform and restructuring operation ever undertaken by the UN.

In all, the UN maintained 15 peacekeeping operations and 13 political and peace-building missions in 2002. The operations ranged in strength from a handful of international and local staff, to thousands of military, police and civilian peacekeepers.

According to the report, as many as 90 UN Member States contributed uniformed personnel to these operations, which as of November, saw some 44,000 military personnel and civilian police deployed in peacekeeping operations around the world. Working with these uniformed personnel were some 3,661 international and 7,962 local civilian staff.

In the course of the year, 52 civilian and military personnel lost their lives while engaged in UN peace operations.

* * *

Eritrean refugees

31 December – With today marking the end refugee status for more than 320,000 Eritreans in the Sudan, thousands of people are coming forward seeking continued protection while others are asking to be taken home or applying to remain as immigrants, the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees has reported.

“There has been a pick-up in registration for refugee status determination these last several weeks,” Ahmed Said Farah, UNHCR’s representative in the Sudan, said yesterday. “The mass information campaign to inform the Eritrean refugees of their options is active, and registration centres are open daily.”

More than 25,100 family heads representing over 100,000 Eritreans have so far approached the 30 joint UNHCR-Government of the Sudan screening teams operating in refugee hosting areas of Khartoum, Port Sudan and in the eastern regions, Kassala, Wad Madane and Gedaref.
The UN agency said that its repatriation programme would continue until everyone who has registered has gone home. Those Eritreans found to be still in need of international protection after undergoing individual screening will be able to remain in their current host country as refugees. Those who do not qualify for asylum after 2002 but who do not wish to return will be expected to legalize their stay in the Sudan, or the other countries where they currently reside.

UNHCR said the root causes of the Eritrean refugee problem no longer exist, as fundamental and durable changes have occurred with the end of the 30-year-old war with Ethiopia in 1991 and Eritrean independence in 1993. At the same time, peace has returned with the signing in June 2000 of a ceasefire agreement between Ethiopia and Eritrea.

The largest number of Eritrean refugees remains in the Sudan. UNHCR currently assists more than 91,000 people in eastern Sudan’s refugee camps, while more than three times that number have spontaneously settled in urban centres. Some 5,000 Eritreans also remain in Ethiopia, Yemen and Kenya.

* *** *
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