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· Reuters - Acid Escapes from Tanker Capsized in Hamburg Port
· BBC - Deep sea fish stocks 'in crisis' 
· ENS - Fish Boats Barred From One-Third of Great Barrier Reef 
· The Guardian - Global warming has cut yields, say scientists
· The Toronto Star - World rice crops threatened
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· ROLAC

Other UN News

· U.N. Highlights of  1 July 2004
· S.G.'s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of 1 July 2004
ENS
Thousands of Years Old, Cold-Water Corals Ripped by Trawlers 
OKINAWA, Japan, July 1, 2004 (ENS) - Research with sophisticated underwater camera technology and deep-sea vehicles has begun to shed new light on cold-water corals, little known in comparison to the tropical corals found in warmer waters. At risk from trawlers and undersea cables, cold-water corals are attracting attention this week as representatives from governments, nongovernmental organizations and coral reef experts meet in Okinawa for the 10th International Coral Reef Symposium. 

The latest research, published in a United Nations Environment Programme World Conservation Monitoring Centre (UNEP-WCMC) report entitled "Cold-water coral reefs: out of sight - no longer out of mind," shows that these corals are found in almost all the world's oceans and some have already been destroyed or scarred. 

The report was written by five international coral reef experts and produced with support from UNEP, WWF and the Governments of Ireland, Norway and the United Kingdom. It will be released during a two-day meeting convened by the International Coral Reef Initiative (ICRI) in Okinawa on July 3 and 4, which follows the Coral Reef Symposium. 

Fisheries, exploration and production of oil and gas as well as the placement of pipelines and cables can have a big impact on cold-water coral reef ecosystems. 

Radio carbon dating indicates that many cold-water coral reefs are up to 8,000 years old. Geological records of such reefs go back millions of years. 
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Reefs of the cold water coral Lophelia pertusa can be as rich in biodiversity as some tropical coral reefs. (Photo courtesy Government of Scotland)
Underwater studies in the northeast Atlantic show reefs scarred or destroyed by bottom trawling, which can wipe out in 15 minutes a complete ecosystem that has taken thousands of years to grow, the scientists said. 

Compared to more than 700 species of warm water corals, there are only six cold-water corals which build reefs. White corals, Lophelia, are being found throughout the Atlantic, including off Galicia, Spain, in the Bay of Biscay, the Caribbean Sea and parts of the Mediterranean Sea, including the Alboran, Ligurian and Ionian seas and the Straits of Gibraltar. 

A dense belt of white coral exists from the south western Barents Sea along the eastern Atlantic down to West Africa off countries as far as Mauritania. Another belt is being discovered along the western Atlantic from Nova Scotia to the Florida Strait and into the Gulf of Mexico. 

UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer sees cold-water coral reefs as one of the planet's "life-support systems" that must be added to the conservation agenda. "Cold-water coral reefs are emerging as a new piece in this vital web of life which now requires our urgent attention," he said. 

Getting the attention of the world's decisionmakers for the report's 24 recommendations for action is needed before many more of the cold-water corals are damaged, reef experts say. 
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Live coral on the Darwin Mounds in UK waters. 1999. (Two photos courtesy JNCC)
Stefan Hain, head of the UNEP Coral Reef Unit, based at UNEP-WCMC, wants to see action quickly. "The 24 recommendations are a key feature of the report, and we will bring these to the fore at Okinawa," he said. "We need international cooperation and a concerted stakeholder effort so that we can close the gaps in our understanding of these unique ecosystems and begin to take action." 

The report recommends dialogue with the fishing industry and other stakeholders in the development of regulations and measures for the conservation, protection and sustainable development of cold-water coral reefs in waters within and beyond the limits of national jurisdiction. 

Director General of WWF International Claude Martin says now that scientists and politicians are beginning to view the ocean as a finite resource, more research is needed to underpin "thoughtful stewardship and intelligent management." 
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Dead coral damaged by cables on the Darwin Mounds

"To monitor and assess marine ecosystems hundreds of miles off the coast and several hundred meters below the surface is a huge challenge; we believe the key is to share and further develop existing technologies and methods into robust, practicable and cost efficient tools, which can be applied around the world," said Martin. 

"Cold-water coral ecosystems are fragile oases on the sea floor," said Mark Collins, director of UNEP-WCMC. "Like rainforests, they are home for thousands of species and act as spawning ground and kindergarten for a large number of fish, including commercial species." 

"Trawling these reefs is like cutting an orchard to harvest the apples," warned Collins. 

Living in waters of four to 13º Celsius, cold-water corals are usually found in depths between 200 and 1,000 meters, but they can be found in waters as shallow as 40 metres and as deep as 6,300 meters. 

Cold-water corals are part of a group of organisms known as Cnidaria, which means stinging nettles and include anemones and sea pens. They are closely related to the species forming reefs in warm, tropical waters. 

"We hope that our report will promote the awareness of cold-water coral reefs throughout the world," Collins said, "especially in those countries which might not yet know that these unique natural treasures occur in their own waters."

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reuters 

Dutch see Russia ratifying Kyoto by December
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The Netherlands, which assumes the EU presidency on Thursday, believes Russia will sign the Kyoto protocol on climate change because it wants to be part of the European community. 
Dutch Environment Minister Pieter van Geel told Reuters in an interview late Wednesday that he would work hard at getting Russian President Vladimir Putin to commit to the 1997 UN pact aimed at curbing global warming. "It's very difficult to look into the Russian soul ... but I'm confident because I think that Russia wants to be a member, not of the EU, that's another distinction, but wants to be part of the European community," Van Geel said.

Kyoto cannot come into force unless it is ratified by countries responsible for 55 percent of rich nations' "greenhouse gas" emissions. It has reached 44 percent and hinges on securing Russia's 17 percent after the United States, considered the world's biggest polluter, pulled out in 2001.

Putin said in May that Moscow would move to ratify the pact after an agreement with the European Union on entry to the World Trade Organisation.

"I think that in the end Russia will ratify (the protocol) because they know Europe thinks Kyoto is important and they want to do business with Europe. I think they are more orientated on Europe than on the United States," van Geel said. 

"In the end they will choose (the protocol) but I hope that it won't take too long because it is very important that they ratify or otherwise we lose the momentum," he said.

The head of the U.N. Environment Programme, Klaus Toepfer, told Reuters last month he expected Russia to ratify by the next meeting of Kyoto signatories, COP 10, scheduled for December in Buenos Aires.

Carbon dioxide produced by burning fossil fuels in cars and factories is the main greenhouse gas. Scientists say these gases are blanketing the planet and nudging up temperatures, bringing more floods, tornadoes and raising world sea levels.

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Natick Tab, Mass

Fifth-grader has a world view
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Amanda Loewy, 11, will attend the United Nations International Children's Conference on the Environment this month in New London, Conn. She is shown above in her backyard reading books about chimpanzees and the environment, which were authored by Jane Go
By Mary Kate Dubuss/ Staff Writer
Friday, July 2, 2004
Amanda Loewy, the Wilson Middle School fifth-grader who rejuvenated the school's recycling program this spring, will attend the United Nation's International Children's Conference on the Environment this July. She will learn about environmental preservation alongside children from 75 countries, all without leaving New England. 

     In order to be accepted to the New London, Conn. conference, each student was required to write an essay that demonstrated their understanding of environmental issues. In her essay, Loewy described the sadness she felt when she realized certain animals may be extinct when she is a teenager. 

     "I want to know other children's ideas about how to help our world," the 11-year-old wrote. Loewy is looking forward to meeting children from all over the world and learning what problems most affect them. 

     "I'm excited to meet kids with my same interests," Loewy said. 

     Like-minded children will arrive the five-day conference from Africa, Italy, China, Canada, Iran, Brazil, Lebanon and Haiti, among many others, said Morgan. 

     "These children are serious and already involved," Morgan said. "They want to have fun, but they want to learn." 

     About 300 children will take part in the conference. This includes students from New London, inner-city children from Hartford and about 60 students from developing nations. The conference's theme relates to indigenous peoples and their conservation methods, so Native Americans children from Boston will also attend. 

     "I am especially excited to learn about marine biology," said Loewy, who loves dolphins and other sea creatures. One entire day of the program will be dedicated to water issues. The children will get to test water from boats, participate in a tidal pool investigation and learn about the ecosystem on Long Island Sound. 

     The children will also take part in an environmental exposition put on by the Tall Ship festival that is making its way up the eastern seaboard this summer. The festival is open to the public and will promote green energy. 

     "It's a big love-fest for the environment," Morgan said. 

     The experience will have special meaning for Loewy - she will get to meet her inspiration, Dr. Jane Goodall, the conference's honorary chairperson and keynote speaker. This special privilege has only been extended to members of Goodall's grassroots children's group, "Roots and Shoots." 

     Loewy joined the group because she was interested "in the aspect that kids out there want to help the environment." 

     Roots and Shoots "encourages children to become involved in their community's environment and demonstrate compassionate action," said Barbara Morgan, the International Coalition for Children's executive director and organizer of July's conference. 

     Goodall's students will also participate in a leadership conference that will "empower them to talk with their peers about what is important to them," Morgan said. 

     "I want to ask Dr. Goodall how she started," Loewy said. Loewy hopes she has the potential to benefit the animal world just as Goodall has. In fact, they share two of the same childhood passions - horseback riding and a love for animals. 

     "I want to tell her I admire her," she said. 

     "Amanda has always been very interested in animals. This intrigue was a natural bridge to her interest in the environment," said her mother, Linda. 

     Stuffed monkeys, ribbons from horse shows and books about dogs and apes are all scattered throughout her family's living room-- they are a testament to her favorites from the animal kingdom. 

     Loewy hopes to get a dog, rides horses and showers her pet bunny, Caramel, -- she calls him Bunny Boy - with love. After participating in a project at the Dolphin Research Center in Florida three years ago, the love Amanda felt towards her animal counterparts has now cemented into devotion. While working with dolphins, Loewy learned "how intelligent they are," as well as how to take care of one. 

     In an effort to protect animals from pollution Loewy, established a recycling program at Wilson once she noticed the number of plastic bottles that were not recycled. She approached Natick's Environmental Compliance Officer, Robert Boise, and Wilson' vice principal Anna Nolin and the three set to work. Not one to be shy, Loewy addressed all her older schoolmates over the public address system, asking them to recycle more. Now, her project may serve as a pilot for similar ones in other schools next year. 

     "I was really proud of myself since I was helping the environment," she said. 

     



________________________________________________________________________________________AllAfrica

UN Inaugurates Library in Kenya Named in Honour of Sergio Vieira De Mello 

UN News Service (New York) 
NEWS
June 30, 2004 
Posted to the web June 30, 2004 
The United Nations today inaugurated a new library at its African headquarters in Nairobi, Kenya, named in honour of former UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Sergio Vieira de Mello, who was murdered in a terrorist attack last year while serving as Secretary-General Kofi Annan's Special Representative in Iraq. 

The library honours 243 staff members who have died in the service of the world body, including those killed together with Mr. Vieira de Mello in the attack on the UN's Baghdad headquarters on 19 August, 2003. 

"There can be no finer tribute," Klaus Toepfer, Director General of the UN Office at Nairobi and Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), said at the launching ceremony. "A library is a centre for learning. If we are to deliver a more tolerant world in which the values of peace and humanity defeat the bullet and the bomb, then we must increase knowledge and learning, particularly for those with little or no access including the poor and women." 

Anna Tibaijuka, Executive Director of UN-HABITAT, said Mr. Vieira de Mello would be particularly pleased that the library will benefit Africans, given his work as UN Regional Humanitarian Coordinator for the Great Lakes Region of Africa and in Mozambique. 

"More than most, he realized how important it is to develop the people of the continent in order to ensure a peaceful future," she added."In today's world, I feel sure that the physical location of the library will not limit the service that can be provided. This library will greatly benefit the East African region and beyond." 

The library, which houses the collections of several UN agencies in Kenya and is a vital tool for bridging the knowledge gap in the local community, providing computer access to thousands of electronic journals in various fields. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

El Diario

CORRIENTES TRABAJARÁ EN LA CONSERVACIÓN DEL IBERÁ Y EL ACUÍFERO GUARANÍ 
Ante una posible reforma de la Constitución de la Provincia de Corrientes, y a fin de preservar todo el ecosistema del Iberá y la reserva de agua dulce más grande del mundo, el acuífero Guaraní, el Instituto Correntino del Agua y del Ambiente (ICAA), está organizando un taller con participación de universidades, organizaciones ambientalistas y ciudadanía en general. 

El titular del Instituto, Mario Rujana, manifestó que pretenden “lograr la mayor cantidad de propuestas para tener así una constitución moderna, adecuada a los tiempos que nos toca vivir, donde el agua dulce se ha tornado en un bien escaso en gran parte de nuestro planeta”. 

Según Rujana se debería dar rango constitucional a dos artículos del Código de Aguas de la Provincia de Corrientes, sancionado en noviembre de 2001 por Decreto Ley 191/01. 

Se trata de: 
Artículo 11: "…declara que todas las aguas y sus fuentes existentes, cualquiera sea su forma de manifestación o fuente de proveniencia, tienen aptitudes de satisfacer usos de interés general y pertenecen al dominio público". 

Artículo 8: “siendo el agua un recurso natural indispensable para la vida y la actividad del hombre y para el desarrollo y mantenimiento del medio ambiente, declárase como cosa fuera del comercio, de conformidad con los prescripto en el Artículo 2.337 del Código Civil, quedando absolutamente prohibida su comercialización”. 

Con ello se lograría asegurar algo ya prohibido actualmente, como lo es la venta y/o comercialización de las aguas subterránea y/o superficial del área que comprende el Macrosistema Iberá, una zona muy sensible en la actualidad, ante la compra de tierras privadas por parte de un inversor extranjero, en un libre juego de la oferta y demanda, potenciado a partir de la devaluación de la moneda nacional. 

Para la utilización del agua superficial o subterránea por parte de los titulares de inmuebles, el Código de Aguas establece que se deberá solicitar al INCAA, la correspondiente concesión o permiso de uso de agua pública. Las concesiones otorgadas actualmente en toda la Provincia, son para la irrigación del cultivo del arroz. 

Toda la provincia de Corrientes cobija bajo sus suelos uno de los reservorios de agua dulce subterránea más grande del mundo, denominado Acuífero Guaraní o lago del Mercosur, que abarca extensa zonas de Uruguay, Brasil, Paraguay y Argentina. Según los especialistas, el potencial del mismo -en estudio- es tal que tiene la capacidad de suministrar 100 litros por habitantes por año, durante 200 años, a la actual población mundial de 6.000 millones de habitantes. 

Existe en cada uno de los cuatro países la "Unidad Nacional de Ejecución del Proyecto (UNEP) para la Protección Ambiental y Desarrollo Sostenible del Sistema de Acuífero Guaraní (SAG)", proyecto financiado -entre otros- por el Fondo para el Medio Ambiente Mundial (GEF) y el Banco Mundial, estando la Coordinación General en Argentina a cargo de la Subsecretaría de Recursos Hídricos de la Nación. 

Recientemente se reunieron en la Cancillería Argentina, los responsables de los organismos hídricos de las seis provincias del NEA, a fin de solicitar a los organismos nacionales integrantes de la UNEP -Subsecretaría de Recursos Hídricos de la Nación, Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores, Comercio Exterior y Culto y Secretaría de Ambiente y Desarrollo Sustentable- la participación efectiva de las provincias que necesariamente deberían involucrarse en la toma de decisiones vinculadas a esa iniciativa, atendiendo a que los titulares del dominio son los estados provinciales. 

Al respecto el titular del ICAA, Mario Rujana, manifestó que luego de aquella reunión, con la presencia de la embajadora Bondanza -responsable del proyecto por parte de la Cancillería- y Pochat -de la Subsecretaría de Recursos Hídricos de la Nación-, se acordó trabajar entre las provincias de Misiones, Corrientes, Entre Ríos, Formosa, Chaco y Santa Fe, para la creación de una unidad de gestión de la UNEP para el Proyecto Acuífero Guaraní. Dicho ente tendrá dos representantes designados por el Poder Ejecutivo de cada provincia; un titular proveniente de la autoridad de agua y un alterno proveniente de la autoridad ambiental. 

La propuesta conjunta de todas las provincias a las autoridades nacionales -en proceso de ajuste final a través de intercambio de correos electrónicos- consistirá en la designación por parte de los representantes provinciales -integrantes del Consejo-, de una persona que se incorporará a las reuniones que la UNEP mantenga con los restantes países integrantes del Sistema Acuífero Guaraní, con voz y voto, teniendo en cuenta los intereses particulares de cada una de las provincias en cuyo territorio se encuentra localizado el Acuífero. 

Fundación Ecos Corrientes suscribirá un convenio de cooperación interinstitucional con la Dirección de Recursos Naturales y Gestión Ambiental de Corrientes. El objetivo es desarrollar acciones que contribuyan a la conservación de la diversidad biológica, el paisaje natural y el manejo sustentable de los recursos de la Reserva Ibera. La firma iba a darse hoy pero se postergó hasta nuevo aviso. 

El acuerdo establece la conformación de una Unidad de Coordinación (UC), que se integrará con un representante titular y otro alterno, por ambas partes, con la función de llevar a cabo las actividades y gestiones que surjan en el marco de los objetivos propuestos por el Proyecto de Conservación para el Ibera. 

Fundación Ecos está trabajando en la formulación de un Plan de Manejo para la Reserva Ibera, que ordene y organice su futura conservación y manejo sustentable, cuyos resultados finales serán entregados al Gobierno de Corrientes.

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reuters

Acid Escapes from Tanker Capsized in Hamburg Port

HAMBURG - Much of the highly toxic sulphuric acid on board a tanker which capsized in the German port of Hamburg has escaped into the river Elbe around the harbour, the vessel owner said yesterday. 

The tanker capsized late on Monday following a collision with a container ship, causing a major pollution concern. 

Out of 960 tons of sulphuric acid originally on board the vessel ENA 2, only about 430 tons is still in its cargo tanks, said Werner Marnette, CEO of vessel owner Norddeutsche Affinerie, Europe's largest copper producer. 

"We believe today that when the ship capsized, the sulphuric acid escaped through its eight ventilation chambers into the Elbe," Marnette said. 

Remaining acid in the ship was considerably diluted by river water three days after the original accident, he said. 

Police incident commander Peer Rechenbach said it was a "regrettable mistake" that authorities had until now believed that most of the vessel's cargo was still on board. 

Hamburg's city environment agency it did not believe the river Elbe had suffered major environmental damage. But shortly after the accident local television stations showed large numbers of dead fish floating in the water. 

Salvage teams with floating cranes were yesterday afternoon still continuing the operation to turn the ship upright so that the remaining acid can be pumped out. The port continues normal operations. 

Story Date: 2/7/2004 
 __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

BBC

Deep sea fish stocks 'in crisis' 
Over-fishing in the north Atlantic is seriously damaging fish stocks, which are being "mined" at over twice the recommended rate, say conservationists. 
Fishing vessels currently catch stocks of blue whiting to feed farmed salmon. 

The North East Atlantic Fisheries Commission, which fixed the last quota for blue whiting at 650,000 tons, says fishermen caught 2.3m tons in 2003. 

Stocks of the fish will cease to be sustainable if current practices continue, says conservation body WWF. 

Blue whiting, a deep sea relative of cod, tend to be caught in international waters, from north Africa to the Barents Sea. 

Dispute 
The majority of fish caught are used as fishmeal, with a small number being caught for human consumption. 

A precautionary fishing quota of 650,000 tons was set in 1994, but the system broke down in 2000. 

Since then a diplomatic dispute between the EU, Norway and Iceland has prevented a new limit being set. 

Stocks are being reduced at such a rate that it will soon cease to be commercially viable to try to catch the fish 
Kjartan Hoydal 
East Atlantic Fisheries Commission 

In the absence of a regulatory system, the number of blue whiting caught in a year swelled to over 2 million in 2003, according to figures from the commission. 

Experts say current practices will cause the fish stock to become unsustainable as there will soon be too few fish left for fisherman to catch. 

Kjartan Hoydal, secretary of the East Atlantic Fisheries Commission, told BBC News Online: "A quota needs to be agreed so that the current system comes to an end. 

"Stocks are being reduced at such a rate that it will soon cease to be commercially viable to try to catch the fish." 

And WWF - formerly known as the World Wildlife Fund - is calling for the sale of blue whiting as fishmeal to stop. 

Louise Heaps, of WWF, said: "At the moment stocks are being 'mined' in a way that is tantamount to a free-for-all and it is having a significant impact. 

"We feel very strongly that blue whiting should not be used as fish food at all until it is properly managed". 

Threat 
The countries involved in the diplomatic row will meet in Brussels in July in a bid to establish a quota. 

Current practices have also been condemned by Greenpeace. 

A spokesman for the conservation group said: "Destructive and unsustainable fishing represents the greatest threat to our ocean ecosystems. 

"Deep sea ecosystems are particularly vulnerable because they are often made up of slow-growing species which cannot withstand commercial fishing pressure." 

Story from BBC NEWS:

ENS

Fish Boats Barred From One-Third of Great Barrier Reef 
CANBERRA, Australia, July 1, 2004 (ENS) - Commercial and recreational fishing boats can no longer enter one-third of Australia's Great Barrier Reef marine park as a new zoning plan goes into effect today. The world's longest reef is now also officially the world's largest marine protected area. 

Australian Environment Minister David Kemp said the new zoning plan increased the area of the marine park protected by “no take” zones from about 4.5 percent to 33.3 percent. The protected area is increased by some 42,000 square miles. 
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The Great Barrier Reef is the longest reef in the world. (Photo courtesy GBRMPA)
Extending 1,400 miles along the Queensland coast, the Great Barrier Reef encompasses over 2,900 reefs and 940 islands and cays. The most economically valuable coral reef in the world, worth more than $57 billion to the international economy, the reef is also ecologically valuable. 

It is inhabited by 1,500 species of fish, 359 types of hard coral, 175 species of birds and more than 30 species of mammals, including dugongs and six of the world's seven threatened species of sea turtles. 

Kemp said the Great Barrier Reef would now be the best protected reef system in the world. “This is an historic moment for the Great Barrier Reef and for Australia,” he said. “The Great Barrier Reef is not only a treasure for Australia but for the world. “The plan puts Australia at the cutting edge of reef protection worldwide.” 

Conservationists say the increased and stricter protection of the Great Barrier Reef has set an example for other countries to follow. 

"This win-win for fishermen and the environment is due to four years of hard work by the Australian government, coastal communities, industry leaders and WWF's Australia office," said Scott Burns, director of WWF's Marine Conservation program. "The Great Barrier Reef's network of protected areas is a global benchmark that sets a precedent for future marine conservation." 

Other regions that may be protected by similar measures in the future include the Sulu-Sulawesi Sea in South-East Asia and the Meso-American reef in Central America, said Burns. 

“Coral reefs around the world are under rapidly increasing pressure from various aspects of population pressure, and our Great Barrier Reef is no exception,” Kemp said. “Threats such as increased nutrients entering reef waters, and global warming, are placing reefs everywhere under great stress." 

“The best scientific advice is that the most effective way to ensure that reefs are healthy enough to cope with these sorts of pressures is to protect at least one-fifth of all bioregions in no-take zones, and that is exactly what we have done,” Kemp said. 

Australia's $4.5 billion tourism industry based on the Great Barrier Reef relies on the reef remaining healthy. Sustainable fisheries also rely on a healthy reef environment to protect breeding stocks of commercial species. 

To help the commercial fishing industry affected by the new rezoning, the government has developed a structural adjustment package that includes a license buy out scheme to purchase fishing licences so that overall fishing effort is reduced in line with the closures. 

“This is a great outcome for marine environment protection," said Kemp, "but we also recognize that there are fishers, related businesses and communities that will be impacted by these area closures and who should be assisted." 

Business restructuring assistance of up to A$200,000 per eligible business will be offered to help businesses meet the cost of rearranging their operations, and the government also will provide business planning assistance of up to A$1,000 per business. 

This fisherman unloads his catch after trawling for prawns on the Great Barrier Reef (Photo courtesy GBRMPA)
Employee assistance in the form of a one time payment of $5,000 to master ticket holders and $3,000 to other crew will help cover short term costs of dislocation, Kemp said. 

A social package will be provided to give fishers and others impacted by the changes access to professional social support services, facilitated by industry organizations such as the Queensland Seafood Industry Association. 

And communities impacted by the fishing industry restructuring will be assisted to develop new avenues of investment and employment through Area Consultative Committees under the Regional Partnerships Programme. 

Fisheries Minister Senator Ian Macdonald said that the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority had consulted widely in the development of the new zoning plan and every effort had been made to minimize the impact on fishers. 

“However, it was never going to be possible to reduce the impact completely and we expect there will be some areas particularly significantly affected and some fisheries, such as the inshore net fishery, where the impact will be more pronounced,” Macdonald said. 

But the benefits of environmental conservation are viewed as more important than maintaining the number of fishers who once made their living on the reef. 

In May, the Howard Government allocated more than A$20 million over three years in additional funding to help ensure the ongoing protection of the reef. 

“The Great Barrier Reef is Australia’s gift to the world. We are very fortunate to have a federal government that has demonstrated its commitment by providing the highest level of protection seen on any reef system in the world,” said Virginia Chadwick, chair of the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority. 

Underwater on the Great Barrier Reef (Photo courtesy Australian Department Foreign Affairs)
The additional funding includes $13 million for the implementation of the new zoning plan including education and enforcement. 

“The additional funds will assist us with more sophisticated means of enforcement," Chadwick said. "We will build on and improve our relationships with other agencies including; Customs Coastwatch, the Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service and State and Federal Police." 

These government agencies may be able to protect against illegal anchoring and fishing, but they cannot protect the reef against all dangers. 

One of the three main threats to the reef is destructive fishing, but the other two threats identified by scientists and conservationists are coral bleaching caused by global warming, and land-based sources of pollution. 

"The amount of sediment flowing from the land into the marine park, from its catchment area, has quadrupled over the past 150 years," said Burns of the WWF. 

The Great Barrier Reef has experienced two mass coral bleaching events: in 1998, during the largest worldwide mass coral bleaching event in recorded history and, more recently, in 2002. 

Less than five percent of the Great Barrier Reef's coral cover will remain by the middle of the century unless heat-trapping carbon dioxide emissions are reduced, according to a WWF report, "The Implications of Climate Change for Australia's Great Barrier Reef," published earlier this year.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

The Guardian

Global warming has cut yields, say scientists 

John Aglionby, south-east asia correspondent
Thursday July 1, 2004
 Global warming has cut rice harvests by at least 10% and possibly much more, scientists in the Philippines reported yesterday after studying 12 years of rising temperatures and falling yields. 

The team, based at the International Rice Research Institute, said the impact could be significant for many of the world's poorest people, because rice production had to rise by 1% a year to meet world demand. However, temperatures are predicted to rise further, and the scientists calculate that rice yields fall by 10% for every 1C rise in night-time temperature. 

"This report provides direct evidence of decreased rice yields from increased night temperatures associated with global warming," says the nine-member team's report in Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences. 

The research used temperature data over 25 years and harvests over 12 years at the institute's farm 40 miles south-east of Manila. 

It is the first study done on harvests rather than scientific models, which predicted reductions of up to 7%. Shaobing Peng, the team's leader, said their conclusion was probably an underestimate, because the crops on the farm were better protected than those in most fields. "In the farmers' fields there would be more pests and disturbances which would also affect the yields," he told the Guardian. "There would also be more night-time humidity which would also have an impact." 

Mr Peng said the one bright spot might be that most farmers used more modern varieties of rice than those on the farm. 

"So we are hoping that these modern strains are more resistant to rising temperatures," he said. "But this is just a hypothesis." 

He estimated it would take two years to determine what caused the yield to fall. John Sheehy, another team member, said it was probable that rice, which "repairs the wear and tear of growth during the night, has to work harder to do this at higher temperatures". 

Many climatologists predict a global rise of 3.5C this century, which, if the team's predictions prove accurate, could hit yields by a further 30%. 


The Toronto Star

World rice crops threatened
Global warming linked to declines 

Rice a staple food in many countries

WASHINGTON—Global warming could mean bad news for one of the world's most important crops, rice. 

Increased night-time temperatures were associated with significant declines in crop yield at the International Rice Research Institute Farm in the Philippines, according to a report this week in Proceedings Of The National Academy Of Sciences. 

Indeed, an average daily temperature increase of 1 degree Celsius resulted in a 10 per cent reduction in the rice crop, according to the researchers. 

Increasing temperatures, thought to be a result of heat trapped by industrial and other chemicals in the atmosphere, have caused mounting concern in recent years. Scientists have argued over the potential effects of climate change on crops, largely basing their contentions on laboratory tests and computer models of climate and crop yield. 

This new study was a direct measurement of yields under field conditions using practices that good farmers would employ, says lead researcher Kenneth Cassman of the University of Nebraska. 

Cassman and colleagues studied 12 years of rice yields at the farm, along with weather data, to reach their conclusions. 

The results are similar to findings reported last year after a 17-year study of U.S. crop yields. It linked temperature increases to reductions in corn and soybean yields. 

Cassman says researchers are working to determine the cause of the rice crop reduction, but they speculate that it is because the hotter nights make the plants work harder just to maintain themselves, diverting energy from growth. 

"If you think about it, world records for the marathon occur at cooler temperatures because it takes much more energy to maintain yourself when running at high temperatures. A similar phenomenon occurs with plants," he says. 

Tim Setter, a professor of soil, crop and atmospheric science at Cornell University, comments that higher night-time temperatures "could consume carbohydrates in a non-productive way, and by reducing the reserves of carbohydrates, particularly at time of flowering and early grain filling, would decrease the number of kernels that would be set." 

Setter, who was not a part of the rice research team, says a recent study involving corn had shown that the number of kernels was decreased when researchers experimentally increased the night temperatures. 

Cassman says rice production has stagnated in recent years in some key producing regions of Asia. "That's something that hasn't been on the radar screen and needs to get more attention." 

ASSOCIATED PRESS
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General Environment News
New vehicle emission standards formulated
China Daily 2004-07-02
New vehicle emission standards that went into effect yesterday across China are the equivalent of Euro II standards and apply to light-duty vehicles, mainly cars. Authorities say the move is a further push to crack down on pollution caused by automobile emissions across the country. 

http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/english/doc/2004-07/02/content_344780.htm
Cabinet OK's energy plan to 2020
China Daily 2004-07-01
A draft of China's medium- and long-term energy development programme, covering the period from 2004 to 2020, was approved in principle by the State Council at its executive meeting yesterday. In a release issued after the meeting, chaired by Premier Wen Jiabao, the State Council said that further efforts should be made to solve China's energy problem. 

http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/english/doc/2004-07/01/content_344389.htm
Top legislature of China ratify convention on POPs

China Environment News 2004-06-29

The 10th Session of 10th National People’s Congress of P.R. China ratified the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs) on 25 June. China will officially become a party to the convention 90 days after the submission of the ratification letter. Officials of State Environmental Protection Administration (SEPA) said China faces great challenges in reduction and phase-out of POPs, however it is also a great opportunity for China. 
ROLAC  MEDIA UPDATE –1 July  2004 

www.ips.org
CUBA:
Fewer Blackouts, but Water Shortage Still Hurts 

Patricia Grogg 


HAVANA, Jun 30 (IPS) - The residents of the Cuban capital received some good news and bad news from the government: there will be fewer of those exasperating electrical blackouts, but a severe water shortage, which has already hit the island's eastern provinces hard, now threatens Havana. 

''If it's like they say, we'll have one less problem because we'll have electricity, but my house hasn't had water for two days,'' says Carmen Sarría, resident of Havana's Boyeros neighbourhood, near the José Martí International Airport. 

The water shortage has grown worse over the past few weeks for much of the capital, home to 2.2 million people. The main water sources for the city are far below capacity or almost exhausted due to lack of rainfall. 

Reports from the government's Unión Eléctrica this week said that with service restored at the Felton thermoelectric plant, in eastern Cuba, there will be fewer blackouts, a problem that has plagued Havana since late May. 

But the government energy agency did not say when the Antonio Guiteras electrical plant would be up and running. Located 100 km from Havana, it is meant to ensure full energy supplies for the capital. 

The strategic Antonio Guiteras was taken off-line for routine maintenance, but several unforeseen factors, like the drought, have led to blackouts, some lasting as long as seven hours and affecting the entire country for most of the last month. 

''In my opinion, the worst is the unpredictability,'' Sarría told IPS. ''When the blackouts were planned, at least you could prepare yourself and protect your electrical appliances,'' said the 50-year-old designer, recalling the rolling blackouts imposed by the government during the energy crisis of the 1990s. 

With the collapse of the Soviet Union, Cuba's main trade partner at the time, the country lost its annual supply of 91 million barrels of oil at preferential prices. The electrical, transportation and other sectors of the economy were left nearly in ruins.. 

But by opening its doors to foreign investment in oil exploration in the 1990s, Cuba set itself up for a gradual increase in domestic production of petroleum and natural gas. 

Today, nearly 90 percent of the electrical energy consumed on this socialist-run island is generated by power plants that run on nationally produced fuel, and government officials hope to achieve 100 percent by the end of the year. 

The state-run media have blamed the current energy problem on lack of rain. Every year there is less and less precipitation in the eastern region of the country. 

''Many surface and underground water supplies are depressed, and in some cases their levels are completely exhausted,'' Jorge Kalaf-Maluf, a Havana water resources official, told the provincial newspaper Tribuna de La Habana. 

In June, which with May is normally one of the rainiest months of the year, there has been less than 47.5 mm of precipitation, compared to the average for this month of 228 mm, he said. 

Other causes of the water shortage, said Kalaf-Maluf, are leaks and equipment failure, the latter caused by electrical shocks or by overworked pumps. 

''Water reaches my apartment every two days, give or take. In an hour or so I have to store up as much as I can because nobody knows when we'll be able to turn on the faucets again. It is a real pain,'' says Milagros Valencia, who lives in the Old Havana neighbourhood. 

There are some 90,000 people who rely on water supplies delivered in tanker trucks, known locally as 'pipas'. Another 22,000 Havana residents also regularly turn to this option because they are not receiving water through the distribution network in their homes. 

''It takes two 'pipas' to fill the tank'' on the roof of the apartment building where Valencia lives. She complains that some of the 'piperos', the tanker truck operators, take advantage of the shortage and charge 10 dollars for every tank-full. 

''It's illegal, but if we want water, we pay them,'' she said. 

The water situation is even worse in the eastern provinces, particularly in Holguín, Las Tunas and Camagüey, which have been hit hardest by a severe drought that gives no sign of letting up. 

Studies conducted by the government's civil defence agency indicate the drought will continue and that the best option is to prepare for its further impacts. 

The agency recommends appropriate management of reservoirs, faster reforestation efforts (deforestation is seen as contributing to the drought), and ''rational'' water use by farmers and industry, according to the official media.
__________________________________________________________________________________________
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* * * * 

Sudan

1 July – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today promised black Africans in Sudan’s war-torn Darfur region that they will not be forced to return to their homes – where they have faced murderous attacks from Arab militias – until their security can be guaranteed.

Women residents of a camp for internally displaced people (IDPs) in North Darfur State began applauding after Mr. Annan – who sat down with senior aides to talk privately with them after asking security staff and Sudanese authorities to stay away – made his pledge that no one will have to go home unless they have adequate protection.

During his first trip to Darfur, described by UN officials recently as the scene of the world’s worst humanitarian crisis, Mr. Annan visited three IDP camps to see first-hand what has happened to the victims of the militia attacks.

Later Mr. Annan stressed how important it was to find a political solution to the troubles in Darfur. “Otherwise, the drama that we are now living is nothing compared to what will come next,” he said at a press conference in the capital of neighbouring Chad, N’Djamena.

The civil conflict “could become a regional drama,” he warned.

In the Zam Zam camp in North Darfur, currently home to about 12,000 people, Mr. Annan spoke to a group of women who recounted a series of deadly attacks on their villages by Janjaweed militias, bands of Arab fighters armed or recruited by the Sudanese Government.

UN Radio producer Ben Malor, who is travelling with the Secretary-General, said hundreds of women approached the travelling party to tell them about the activities of the Janjaweed.

“I was personally surrounded by more than 30 women and each one of them [was] excited to talk to us to stress the fact that their husbands had been killed,” Mr. Malor said.

Earlier, while sitting under a thorn tree at Zam Zam with about a dozen elders, Mr. Annan heard the men describe why they were still too afraid to return to their homes.

They also outlined the difficulties of life in Zam Zam, where residents generally have to make do with shelters built with plastic sheeting.

Two UN human rights reports released in May found that the Janjaweed have committed numerous human rights abuses, including murders, rapes and the ransacking and destruction of villages.

A UN spokesman said Mr. Annan also toured the IDP camp at Abu Shouk, which is considered well-organized, houses about 40,000 people and is frequently shown to international visitors.

But when he arrived at another camp at Meshtel, there were only a few mules left at the camp. As recently as yesterday evening, more than 1,000 families were seen living there.

A Sudanese Government official told the UN officials that the camp’s residents had been transferred to a better location. For several months Meshtel has not been considered a viable site for a camp.

But the UN spokesman said that humanitarian workers operating in Darfur were stunned by the sudden disappearance of so many people.

The Governor of North Darfur, Osman Yousif Kibir, also briefed the Secretary-General on the situation in the region and the efforts he said the Sudanese authorities were making to end the fighting.

Later Mr. Annan was briefed by African Union military observers who are being deployed to the region to monitor a ceasefire signed in April. He then travelled to N’Djamena for talks with President Idriss Deby and a briefing by local UN staff.

During a press conference with Mr. Deby, Mr. Annan said it was essential that the international community step up its humanitarian assistance to Darfur and Chad.

UN agencies estimate that more than a million people have become internally displaced and at least another 150,000 others are refugees in Chad since fighting broke out early last year between Sudanese Government, allied militias and two rebel groups.

Aid workers say they have hampered in their attempts to bring relief to civilians in Darfur – an arid, impoverished region which is roughly the size of France – because of obstructions from government officials and last month’s onset of the annual rainy season.

Tomorrow Mr. Annan and his aides are scheduled to visit a refugee camp in Chad’s east before returning to Khartoum, the Sudanese capital, for a meeting with President Omer Al Bashir.

The Secretary-General is travelling to Sudan and Chad with Jan Egeland, the Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs; Jan Pronk, his Special Representative for Sudan; and Mohamed Sahnoun, his Special Adviser for Africa.

* * *

Colombia

1 July – As the Government of Colombia and paramilitary forces open formal talks today, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan urged full respect for the ceasefire as well as the concentration of forces in order to allow the discussions to proceed.

“These negotiations should result in the disarmament and demobilization of paramilitaries, with the ultimate aim of ending paramilitarism in Colombia,” a UN spokesman in New York, Stephane Dujarric, said in a statement. “The process should not permit blanket amnesties or de facto impunity.”

The Secretary-General “reiterates his belief that the rights of truth, justice and reparations for victims must be fully respected,” Mr. Dujarric added.
The statement also recognized the important role of the Organization of American States (OAS) in the talks.

* * *
Sierra Leone

1 July – The remains of the United Nations workers who died in Monday’s helicopter crash in Sierra Leone have been taken to a hospital in the capital for forensic identification tests, a UN spokesman said today.

The 24 who died in the Russian MI-8 aircraft included 14 members of Pakistan’s contingent in the peacekeeping UN Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL), one member of the Bangladeshi contingent, six civilians and three crew members.

Teams of investigators from the United Nations and the Russian Federation were investigating why the aircraft crashed in the jungle not far from the town of Yengema.

* * *

Sierra Leone

1 July – The Special Court for Sierra Leone will commence trials on Monday of three former members of the Revolutionary United Front (RUF) charged with major crimes in connection with the country’s 1991-2002 civil war.

The three defendants, being tried on 18 counts each, are Issa Hassan Sesay, said to have become RUF leader after the death of founder Foday Sankoh, Morris Kallon, allegedly a former RUF commander, and alleged former RUF Chief of Security Augustine Gbao.

The 18-count indictment includes terrorizing the civilian population, unlawful killings, sexual and physical violence, use of child soldiers, abduction and forced labour, looting, burning, attacks on UN peacekeepers and, added on 17 May, forced marriage as an inhumane act.

To bring lasting peace to Sierra Leone, the Lomé Peace Accord of July 1999 authorized a Truth and Reconciliation Commission without the power to grant amnesty. Separately, the UN Security Council authorized a peacekeeping mission, the UN Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL) in October 1999. The SCSL was set up in 2002 under an agreement between the Government of Sierra Leone and the United Nations.

The court, the second international war crimes tribunal established in Africa, was mandated to try those bearing the greatest responsibility for serious violations of international humanitarian and Sierra Leonean law within Sierra Leone’s borders since 30 November 1996. 

The war in Sierra Leone started when RUF rebels launched an attack on the government in March 1991. The RUF and the national Armed Forces Revolutionary Council (AFRC) eventually formed a ruling junta, which was toppled in February 1998 by the Economic Commission of West African States’ (ECOWAS) Military Observer Group (ECOMOG).

President Ahmed Tejan Kabbah, whose election the RUF had refused to recognize, then returned from nearly a year’s exile in neighbouring Guinea.

The trials of people accused of having committed crimes against humanity under the umbrella of the anti-rebel Civil Defence Forces (CDF), comprising the tribal Kamajor fighters, started on 3 June.

* * *

DR of Congo

1 July – The United Nations peacekeeping mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) is investigating reports that more than two dozen ethnic Tutsi soldiers were recently murdered by non-Tutsi fellow soldiers of the national army in the eastern region, a spokesman for the world body said today.

The human rights section of the UN Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC) was aware of the allegations and was investigating them, spokesman Stephane Dujarric said at the daily headquarters briefing in New York.

The killings of the Congolese Tutsis, also known as Banyamulenge, allegedly took place in the towns of Walunga, Shabunda and in Bukavu at Camp Sayo, he said.

* * * 

General Assembly

1 July – The United Nations General Assembly today took steps to pare down its complex agenda, sharpen the focus of its six committees and begin to reduce its extensive documentation.

By a unanimously adopted resolution, the Assembly took what delegations hailed as a significant step in following up the passage last December of a set of sweeping changes set to take effect over the next two years.

Under the new format, all issues considered by the Assembly will be grouped under nine headings: maintenance of international peace and security; promotion of sustained economic growth and sustainable development; development of Africa; promotion of human rights; effective coordination of humanitarian assistance efforts; promotion of justice and international law; disarmament; drug control, crime prevention and combating international terrorism; and organizational, administrative and other matters.

Other provisions of the resolution call for the Assembly’s committees to institute the practice of “question time,” a dialogue format aimed at fostering “a dynamic and candid exchange” with officials.

A number of items were slotted for consideration every other year, such as “building a peaceful and better world through sport and the Olympic ideal.” Still other issues were marked for consideration only every three years, including “elimination of unilateral extraterritorial coercive economic measures as a means of political and economic compulsion.”

Assembly President Julian R. Hunte of Saint Lucia hailed the resolution but said more work remained. He pointed out that the wide-ranging agenda would now be better organized, and formerly rote debates would turn interactive. At the same time, he called for action on a proposal that would spread the Assembly’s work over two substantive sessions each year, instead of the current September to December format.

During that four-month period last year, 276 items and sub-items were considered, 347 reports totalling 5,500 pages were submitted and 287 resolutions were adopted. “It is not clear to me why we should continue to operate in this fashion,” Mr. Hunte said.

* * *

IMO

1 July – Far-reaching international maritime security measures went into force today as part of a wider United Nations strategy to combat terrorism, with governments, port authorities and shipping companies required to take detailed steps to prevent such scenarios as oil tankers being used as massive fire bombs near ports. 

The measures, which require detailed security plans for ships and ports as well as such steps as regular and intensive individual or joint patrolling in vulnerable sea areas and the exchange of real-time intelligence, were developed and adopted by the UN International Maritime Organization (IMO) in response to the 11 September 2001, terrorist attacks against the United States.

“IMO has repeatedly urged governments and the industry to take steps to increase awareness of the potential dangers and to encourage ships’ crews to be vigilant and alert to any security threat they may encounter,” the agency’s chief, Efthimios E. Mitropoulos, said of the new International Ship and Port Facility Security Code (ISPS Code).

“Great emphasis has been placed on the entry-into-force date, but the real challenge is to ensure that, now that date has passed, we do not allow ourselves to relax and adopt any complacent attitude,” he added.

The measures, adopted in December 2002 by a Conference on Maritime Security, represent the first-ever internationally agreed regulatory framework addressing the crucial issue of maritime security, but IMO stressed that they should not be seen in isolation but as part of the wider UN battle against terrorism.

“In effect we are talking about establishing an entirely new culture amongst those involved in the day-to-day running of the shipping and port industry,” IMO said in a release on the ISPS Code, which requires governments to gather and assess information with respect to security threats and exchange such data with other governments. Shipboard and port facility personnel must be aware of security threats and report concerns to the appropriate authorities, while governments need to communicate security related information to ships and port facilities.

The measures take the form of amendments to the 1974 Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS) Convention, which has 148 contracting governments and applies to 98.4 per cent of the world’s merchant ships by gross tonnage.

Security experts have identified a number of terrorist scenarios regarding loaded oil tankers, including their being hijacked and grounded at environmentally sensitive areas to cause pollution, being run aground in narrow channels to block navigation, and being used as potential incendiary devices near ports and large anchorage areas.

* * *

Ethiopia

1 July – What was once the world’s largest refugee camp, hosting more than 250,000 Somalis in Ethiopia, has closed after the final return convoy left for northwest Somalia, the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) said today.

The last UNHCR return convoy left Hartisheik camp yesterday with 719 Somalis, marking a milestone in a repatriation movement that has seen over 230,000 refugees return home since April 1997. Many others have gone back on their own.

Hartisheik was the site to which hundreds of thousands of Somalis flocked amid the collapse of the Siad Barre government in 1988 and the eruption of clan warfare in the early 1990s. The first refugees arrived in appalling conditions; many died of exhaustion, hunger and lack of water. UNHCR mobilized emergency assistance in the remote region, setting up camps, digging wells and offering medical services.

At its peak, the camp hosted more than a quarter million refugees, mostly from Gabiley and Hargeisa areas in northwestern Somalia, known as Somaliland. The camp bustled with a busy market where people could find almost anything they needed, from imported clothes to jogging shoes, electronic appliances and auto spare parts.

With the camp’s closure, UNHCR plans to hand over the facilities – which include a dam, schools, community and health centres, prefabricated warehouses as well as the agency’s office and residence – to the district government in eastern Ethiopia.

Of the two Somali camps left in eastern Ethiopia, Aisha camp is continuing return convoys to northwestern Somalia while Kebribeyah camp hosts mostly refugees from southern Somalia, where uncertain security conditions prevent them from going home. In all, the two camps host some 24,400 Somali refugees.

In related news, the UN reported today that Ethiopia has received only 20 per cent of the funds it needs this year for basic supplies. By contrast, it has received 62 per cent of its funding requirements for food. The imbalance has been acutely felt in the country’s HIV/AIDS sector, which has received zero funding.

Just $17 million of the $85 million in non-food assistance for Ethiopia has been received since the UN consolidated appeals process was launched last November, according to a mid-year assessment. Besides the lack of funding for HIV/AIDS, no money has been earmarked for education, disaster response and capacity strengthening.

Because of the funding shortfall for basic needs, humanitarian groups have been forced to shift money from other areas in order to fight outbreaks of meningitis and malaria.

* * *

Afghanistan

1 July – The United Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) said today a specific date for elections would have to be set very soon if they are to take place in September as scheduled.

“Of course if the debate goes on it will definitely have an impact on the elections date, but if it is a matter of days or so I don’t believe this should be seen as a major drama,” UNAMA spokesman Manoel de Almeida e Silva told a news briefing in the Afghan capital, Kabul, when asked about suggestions that the vote be postponed for a second time in view of recent terrorist attacks.

The Mission is co-responsible for organizing the poll, which was originally slated for June, to set up a freely elected government following the ouster of the Taliban regime which had harboured the Al-Qaida movement blamed for the 11 September 2001, terrorist attacks against the United States.

Mr. de Almeida e Silva said three important elements had to be kept in mind as the debate continued: the integrity of the electoral operation; security for voters and candidates and the disarmament, demobilization and reintegration process.

So far nearly 5.5 million people, more than half the estimated total electorate, have registered, 2 million of them women whose rights were severely restricted by the Taliban.

“I don’t know how many Afghans will register by the time voter registration is concluded,” Mr. de Almeida e Silva said when asked whether terrorist attacks were scaring voters away. “What I know is our commitment – the commitment of the JEMB (Joint Electoral Management Body) Secretariat, their partners and the United Nations to make available as many opportunities for voter registration for as long as possible for as many Afghans that wish to register.

“The registration numbers that we are seeing quite frankly are very impressive despite the difficulties. The fact is that Afghans, both old and young, men and women, are walking long distances even after having heard news of either threats or explosions, and continue to register in very large numbers,” he added. “You said that they are afraid. I don’t know if they are afraid because what I can see are the numbers, which are very high.”

He also said there was a lag in donations for the $102 million needed for the poll, $78 million of it by early July. So far $18 million has been received and pledges total $70 million, $40 million of it in firm commitments. “So we know the money is coming – the question is the speed at which it will come,” he added. “Another question is bridging the gap between pledges and the total budget. That amounts to $30 million to $31 million.”

* * *

Afghanistan

1 July – The Director General of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), Koïchiro Matsuura, is in Afghanistan today, where he has held talks with Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative Jean Arnault as well as with Government officials.

Mr. Matsuura, who arrived yesterday, was today attending the opening ceremony for a new educational centre at Radio and TV Afghanistan in Kabul. UNESCO has rebuilt the centre with funding from the Government of Italy.

He was also attending a ceremony to sign a Memorandum of Understanding with the Ministry of Education for $3.5 million worth of education projects.

* * *

HIV/AIDS in Africa

1 July – The people of Africa are actively campaigning against the HIV/AIDS pandemic, United Nations Kofi Annan has said, urging the continent’s leaders to lead the battle.

“In all the African countries where the fight has been successful, everyone has been mobilized,” Mr. Annan said in an interview with UN Radio for its new programme, “UN and Africa.”

He recalled that during a visit to Senegal he saw a “griot” traditional storyteller “urging people to protect themselves, urging them to go to hospital, urging them to be tested.”

The Secretary-General’s wife, Nane, asked the storyteller whether it was difficult to talk about sex. “She said, ‘When it comes to AIDS, which means death, nothing should embarrass any of us – we should do it,’” he recalled.

“And yet you have African leaders who would not even want to utter the word condom because they feel it’s not correct for them as fathers of the nation,” Mr. Annan continued.  He remembered one African leader saying, “To promote the use of condoms as a head of the nation is to promote promiscuity.”

“It took two weeks for his people to convince him to urge the people to protect themselves,” the Secretary-General said.

While acknowledging the need for adequate resources to stop the pandemic, he stressed that “the leadership issue is important.”

For his part, Mr. Annan pledged to continue pressing African leaders “to intensify their efforts because AIDS is wreaking havoc in Africa.”

Launched on 24 June, the 15-minute weekly “UN and Africa” aims to “cover topical, newsy and current-affairs-related stories about what the UN is doing for Africa, in Africa, and about Africa,” according to Chief Executive Producer Ben Malor, who conducted the interview with the Secretary-General.

* * *

Middle East

1 July – Making her first visit to the occupied Palestinian territories, British actress Vanessa Redgrave, a Goodwill Ambassador for the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), today urged countries to increase their humanitarian assistance to the Palestinians and called on the Israeli Government to ease its restrictions on the movement of UN agencies.

At a press conference in Jerusalem, Ms. Redgrave said the UN agency responsible for helping Palestinian refugees has so far received only $62 million out of the $209 million it needs to provide such services as food aid, housing, employment assistance and trauma counselling for the rest of the year.

Ms. Redgrave also appealed to Israel to ease the security restrictions it has imposed recently in the Gaza Strip so that UN agencies can distribute food more quickly to Palestinians.

The UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA) has delayed its latest round of food distribution in Gaza by three weeks because of the restrictions. Some 250 containers of food remain stuck at the port of Ashdod, with another 800 containers due to arrive by the end of August.

UNRWA officials say the number of Palestinians needing food aid has soared since September 2000, the start of the latest intifada. Currently the agency can only distribute about five to six containers of food a day in Gaza, well below the target of 20 containers.

On Tuesday Ms. Redgrave cancelled a planned visit to the Gaza Strip city of Rafah – where she had hoped to meet some of the more than 15,000 people left homeless by Israel’s demolition of homes – because of the security restrictions.

During her six-day trip, which ends on Saturday, Ms. Redgrave has visited the West Bank and the Gaza Strip, toured refugee camps and health clinics, launched a UNICEF measles immunization scheme and participated with the British violinist and composer Stephen Bentley in a cultural programme for Palestinians.

Ms. Redgrave has also met locals to discuss life under occupation and the impact of Israel’s construction of a wall in the Palestinian territories. A spokesman for UNRWA said she is due to meet Palestinian Authority President Yasser Arafat later today.

* * *
Human rights

1 July – Louise Arbour, a Canadian Supreme Court Justice and ex-prosecutor of United Nations war crimes tribunals for the former Yugoslavia and Rwanda, today takes up her duties as UN High Commissioner for Human Rights in succession to Sergio Vieira de Mello, who was killed in a terrorist attack in Baghdad last August.

The General Assembly established the position in December 1993, with a wide-ranging mandate to oversee the world body’s complex and multifaceted activities in that field. The first person to hold the job was José Ayala Lasso, a former Foreign Minister from Ecuador, who was succeeded by Mary Robinson, former President of Ireland.

Mr. Vieira de Mello assumed the job on 12 September 2002 before being asked to take what was supposed to be a temporary leave to serve as UN envoy to Iraq, where he was killed in the terrorist bombing that also took the lives of 21 others.

Ms. Arbour, 57, was Chief Prosecutor of the UN International Criminal Tribunals for the former Yugoslavia and for Rwanda from October 1996 to September 1999 – a period of intense activity for both courts. Throughout her career, she has published extensively in the fields of criminal procedure, human rights, civil liberties and gender issues. 

She was admitted to the Quebec Bar in 1971 and the Bar of Ontario in 1977. She served for 13 years as Associate Professor of Law and later Associate Dean at Osgoode Hall Law School at York University. 

Fluent in both English and French, she became a member of the bench in December 1987, first as a trial judge on the Supreme Court of Ontario and, in 1990, at the Ontario Court of Appeal. 

In April 1995, she was chosen to lead an official investigation into the operation of the correctional service of Canada, based on allegations by female inmates at a women’s prison in Kingston (Ontario). 

Until her appointment to the bench, she served as vice-president of the Canadian Civil Liberties Association. 

* * *

General Assembly

1 July – The United Nations General Assembly today unanimously adopted a resolution expanding the participation of the Holy See in its work.

The Holy See became a Permanent Observer State at the United Nations in April 1964, and has since taken active part in all Assembly sessions. Today’s resolution institutionalizes new rights – including the “right of reply,” which allows delegates to respond to speeches made during debates – permanently.

In adopting the resolution the Assembly said it is, “Desirous of contributing to the appropriate participation of the Holy See in the work of the General Assembly in the context of the revitalization of the work of the Assembly.”

An annex to the resolution sets out the Holy See’s new privileges, including the right to participate in the Assembly’s general debate, which annually attracts national leaders from across the globe.

“Without prejudice to the priority of Member States, the Holy See shall have the right of inscription on the list of speakers under agenda items at any plenary meeting of the General Assembly, after the last Member State inscribed on the list,” the resolution says.

The Holy See, which in the past disseminated its views through press releases, will now have the right to “its communications relating to the sessions and work of all international conferences convened under the auspices of the General Assembly issued and circulated directly, and without intermediary, as official documents of those conferences.”

Other technical changes include the right to raise a “point of order,” a procedural technique used during committee meetings, and the right to co-sponsor draft resolutions and decisions that make reference to the Holy See.

With the adoption of the resolution, the Holy See will now be seated in conference rooms after Member States and before the other observers.

* * *

Fishing

1 July – With illegal fishing growing and seriously undermining efforts to manage fisheries sustainably, a United Nations-sponsored meeting has called on governments to increase the severity of penalties, cooperate more to suppress trade in illegally caught fish, and establish better international controls on exports of fishing boats.

Noting in particular the increasing capacity of tuna fisheries in the western and central Pacific Ocean, 84 members of the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) suggested that regional governments take urgent preventive steps, including a halt to the introduction of additional large-scale fishing vessels.

At the close of technical consultations held from 24 to 29 June at FAO’s Rome headquarters, the group, including the European Union, entrusted the organization with creating a central date bank on illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing worldwide and with developing common benchmarks for measuring fishing capacity. 

FAO was also asked to conduct a global review of fishing capacity and intensify the technical support it provides to resource-strapped developing countries struggling with the problems of capacity management and illicit fishing.

* * *

ICTY

1 July – The United Nations war crimes tribunal for the former Yugoslavia paid tribute today to Sir Richard May of the United Kingdom, a judge who served on the tribunal for almost seven years and died this morning at the age of 65.

Judge May’s death in his hometown of Oxford came four months after he resigned from the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) for health reasons.

The judge presided over the genocide trial of former Yugoslav President Slobodan Milošević for two years until his retirement.

In The Hague where the court is based, ICTY President Judge Theodor Meron described Sir Richard as one of the Tribunal’s “shining lights” since he began work there in November 1997, citing his intellect, dedication, charm and humour.

“Sir Richard was always careful to strike the necessary balance between expeditious and efficient trials and the requirements of fairness, notably leading the Milošević case through a major part of the trial with the patience and creativity that the case requires,” he said.

Judge Meron added that Judge May, by reforming the procedures and conduct of cases at the ICTY, had made a major contribution to the evolution of international criminal law.

* *** *

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Stéphane Dujarric, Associate Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon.

**Secretary-General in Sudan
I have a report from the Secretary-General’s travels.  As you know, he is currently in N’Djamena, the capital of Chad, where he is to be briefed this hour by the UN country team.  Afterwards, he will meet with Chadian President Idriss Deby, and attend a dinner hosted by the President.

This morning the Secretary-General flew out of Khartoum, to travel to El Fasher, the administrative capital of north Darfur, in the western part of the Sudan.

At the airport, he was briefed by the Governor of the province, Osman Yousif Kibir.  The Governor described the impact of the fighting in his region and the efforts he was making to deal with it, including the search for a peaceful solution.

The Secretary-General then drove to the Zam Zam camp, where about 12,000 internally displaced persons are to be found.
At the camp, he sat under a thorn tree with about a dozen elders, who said they had been there for about four months and described their needs to him.  “And what would induce you to return home?” the Secretary-General asked.  One old man responded, “Give us security and food and we would go.”

The Secretary-General then went on a walkabout in the camp, stopping at a well installed by UNICEF, after which he sat down with community women and midwives.

He limited his delegation to three of his senior advisers and asked all others to stay away so that the women could speak freely.  And they did, describing the murderous attacks on their villages that drove them into the camp, as well as conditions in the camp, especially problems relating to childbirth.

One woman mentioned a series of rapes, but gave no specifics.  They all emphasized the need for more security.  The Secretary-General pledged to them that no one would be forced to go home without adequate protection.

He and his party then drove to the site of a second camp, at Meshtel, where 1,000 families had been as recently as yesterday evening.  Meshtel was not a viable site for a camp and had been shut down months ago, but in the last week, over 5,000 people had reoccupied it, most likely in the hope of getting registered as internally displaced and being moved into an established camp.

When the Secretary-General’s convoy arrived at Meshtel, no people were there.  A government official said that the camp’s residents had been transferred to a better location, but aid workers were stunned by the sudden disappearance of so many people.

The Secretary-General then made a quick drive by to a large, well-organized camp at Abu Shouk, which is home to some 40,000 people and is often shown to foreign visitors.  After that, he went for a briefing by African Union military observers who are in the process of deploying to Sudan to monitor the ceasefire.

And we do expect the Secretary-General to have a press encounter later on today and we will have a transcript of that as well.

**Statement Attributable to the Spokesman
I now have a statement on Colombia:

“The Secretary-General notes the opening of formal talks between the Government of Colombia and paramilitary forces.  He recognizes the important role of the Organization of American States in this endeavour and urges that the declared ceasefire be respected fully, and that the proposed concentration of forces take place, allowing the negotiations to proceed.  These negotiations should result in the disarmament and demobilization of paramilitaries, with the ultimate aim of ending paramilitarism in Colombia.  The process should not permit blanket amnesties or de facto impunity.

“The Secretary-General reiterates his belief that the rights of truth, justice and reparations for victims must be fully respected.”

**MONUC - Investigations
The UN Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo is investigating the killing of ethnic Tutsis within the ranks of the country’s national army in recent weeks.

The investigations stem from reports that more than two dozen ethnic Congolese Tutsis, known as Banyamulenge, have been killed by fellow government soldiers in eastern Congo.  The Mission’s human rights section is aware of these allegations and is looking into them.  The reported killings were in the towns of Walungu, Shabunda and at CampSayo in Bukavu in the eastern part of the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

**Sierra Leone
Turning to Sierra Leone, next Monday, the trial of three alleged members of Sierra Leone’s Revolutionary United Front will begin in that country’s capital, Freetown.

The Special Court for Sierra Leone will begin the trials of Issa Hassan Sesay, who succeeded the late Foday Sankoh as the RUF’s leader; Augustine Gbao, its former chief of security; and Morris Kallon, an RUF commander.  They will be tried on charges that include terrorizing the civilian population, unlawful killing, forced marriages and attacks on peacekeepers.

And we have a press release upstairs.

**Sierra Leone
Also on Sierra Leone, the UN Mission in Sierra Leone says the remains of those who perished in the helicopter crash were transported to a hospital in Freetown last night.  Forensic and medical teams are in the process of identifying the bodies.  A memorial service at the UN mission in Sierra Leone is planned as soon as the process is completed.

**Security Council
Ambassador Mihnea Motoc, Permanent Representative of Romania, today succeeds Ambassador Lauro Baja, Permanent Representative of the Philippines, as President of the Security Council for the month of July.

There are no meetings or consultations of the Council scheduled for today.  The President is holding bilateral meetings on the month’s programme.  And tomorrow at 12:45 p.m., Ambassador Motoc will brief you here in this room on the programme of work.

**Ethiopia
Hartisheik in Ethiopia, once the world’s largest refugee camp with over 250,000 Somalis, has closed down after the final return convoy left for Somaliland yesterday, according to the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees.  UNHCR says this marks a milestone in the Somali repatriation movement, which can only be sustained with international assistance to areas of return.

**Afghanistan
Turning to Afghanistan, the UN Mission in that country said today that discussions continue among the Government and political parties on when Afghan elections will be held.

The Mission said that three important elements must be kept in mind as those discussions continue:  the integrity of the electoral operation; security for voters and candidates; and the disarmament, demobilization and reintegration process.

The Spokesman for the Mission said that if elections are to take place in September, a date will have to be announced fairly shortly.

**UNRWA
A few more items:  we have upstairs a press release from the UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) on a visit to the occupied Palestinian territory by the actress and human rights activist, Vanessa Redgrave.

**Human Rights
Louise Arbour today took up her duties as UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, after having stepped down as a member of Canada’s Supreme Court.  She is expected to have a press encounter tomorrow afternoon in Geneva.

**Ethiopia – Humanitarian
Ethiopia has received only 20 per cent of the funds it needs this year for necessary basic supplies, according to the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs.  By contrast, it has received 62 per cent of its funding requirements for food.  That imbalance has been acutely felt in the country’s HIV/AIDS sector, which received no funding.  And you can read more about it in a press release upstairs.

**FAO/Illegal Fishing
We also have a press release from the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) on the issue of illegal fishing.

**UNESCO/Heritage Sites
And UNESCO, the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, added five new natural sites to its World Heritage List.

And those include a glacier-fjord in Iceland and a rainforest in Indonesia.  And there is more upstairs in a press release.

**ICTY – Sir Richard May
Also, it was with great sadness today that the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia announced the death of Sir Richard May, who died earlier this morning at the age of 65.

Sir Richard May served with great distinction as a Judge of the ICTY for over six years, from 1997 to 2004.  And, as you will remember, he presided over the trial of Milosevic from February 2002 until his retirement in May of this year.

**World Chronicle TV Programme
“World Chronicle” programme no. 942, featuring a special discussion on Youth with guests Julie Larsen of the UN Youth Programme, DESA, and Luis Davila Ortega of Global Youth Action Network, will be shown today at 3:30 p.m. on in-house channels 3 and 31.

**UN Radio
And my colleagues at UN Radio asked me to announce that the latest edition of “UN in Africa” will carry the second half of the interview done with the Secretary-General, where he discusses HIV/AIDS, Africa’s economy and efforts to improve the UN’s work in Africa.

And you can listen via UN Radio’s internet site and its audio bulletin board, Ext 3-3377.

**Press Briefing Tomorrow
Tomorrow at 12:45, as I already mentioned, the President of the Security Council will be here to brief.

**Guest at Noon Tomorrow
And Javier Ruperez, the Executive Director of the Counter-terrorism Executive Directorate will be joining us as a guest at the noon briefing tomorrow.

That’s it from me.  Bill, then Edie.

Questions and Answers

Question:  I just want to be sure I get this straight about the scenario in Darfur.  The Secretary-General intended to go to a camp, identified that he was going to go there, the security probably went ahead of time to go and check it out.  He goes to this camp and the camp is basically gone and “x” number of people have been moved to another camp, or...  Can you sort of spell out the details?

Associate Spokesman:  That camp, we’ve been told, was not a viable camp.  We understood from our humanitarian colleagues that there had been people in the camp.  We went there, and none were there.  Obviously it’s something that the UN humanitarian staff on the ground will look into, as to where those people went.

Question:  How many people are we talking about?

Associate Spokesman:  I’ve got to check my note.  [Continues after consulting notes]  As many as a thousand families had been there very recently.  So, it’s something that our UN humanitarian staff will look into on the ground.  But the Secretary-General, today and tomorrow, when he will go to other sites is in a fact-finding mode and he will tomorrow return to Khartoum in the afternoon to meet with the Sudanese leadership and obviously bring up all the things that he’s been able to see first hand.

Question:  But he’d chosen to go to this particular campsite because up to a thousand families had been there in the site, that was really apparently pretty bad and not in a good location; that’s why he chose it.  And no one knows why they were moved or why they weren’t there.

Associate Spokesman:  No.  Obviously we went there thinking these families would be there and they weren’t there when we came.

Question:  Steph, is the SG any closer to naming a Special Representative for Iraq?

Associate Spokesman:  We expect an announcement shortly.

Question:  This week?

Associate Spokesman:  I don’t want you to box me into any time frame.  Mohammad, let me start with you.

Question:  Has the Secretary-General recognized Saddam Hussein as a prisoner of war and will he have any statement regarding his trial? 

Associate Spokesman:  No.  Today he’s really been focusing on the Sudan, but if you remember, I think two days ago, he was asked the question and he said it was important that the Iraqis see justice being done and being done as close to the scene as possible.  And I can give you the full quote when we go back upstairs.  Mr. Abbadi?

Question:  Mr. Saddam Hussein has been charged with many crimes, including crimes against humanity.  Does the Secretary-General think that he should be tried by an international tribunal?

Associate Spokesman:  No.  I think, as he says, it’s important that Iraqis see that justice is being done and if he can be tried by the Iraqis and that it be done as close to the scene as possible.  So, I think that reflects his feelings.  Edie?

Question:  Steph, was there any read out on the Secretary-General’s meeting with Colin Powell?

Associate Spokesman:  We did have something on that.  That was yesterday.  Most of yesterday...(interrupted).

Question:  It was sort of like, very late yesterday.

Associate Spokesman:  Yes.  Most of yesterday is already blank in my mind.  But I’ll have to check when we get back upstairs.  Yes, sir?  [The Spokesman noted that the Secretary of State had discussed his visit to Darfur, while the Secretary-General discussed his meeting with Sudanese Cabinet ministers.]

Question:  We know that no one survived in the Sierra Leone helicopter crash.  I just wonder, are there any final investigation results or the reason for the crash?

Associate Spokesman:  No, the investigations are still being done by the UN, by the local authorities and by the Russian Federation experts, since this was a Russian-registered plane.  The helicopters were grounded, the MI-8s were grounded for 24 hours after the crash, but we still don’t have a definitive answer on why it crashed.

Question:  Prime Minister Iyad Allawi was reported indicating that elections in January 2005 would be postponed or might be postponed.  Does the Secretary-General still believe that they should be held on time in January 2005?

Associate Spokesman:  I think the decision to hold the elections will be up to the electoral commission of Iraq, the recently set up one.  Obviously, they will seek our advice.  But I think it’s too early to predict what the situation will be on the ground in 2005 at this point.  Bill?

Question:  Is there a list of the people who were killed, nationalities or...?

Associate Spokesman:  Yes, we do have the breakdown of the nationalities.  I have it upstairs.  Evelyn?

Question:  On the same helicopter crash, did you find out how many others in the same firm have crashed?  Like, I hear this isn’t the first, and...(interrupted).

Associate Spokesman:  Okay, we’ll find out.

Question:  ...and if so, the question is why are we still using them?

Associate Spokesman:  We’ll find out.  Thank you very much.

* *** *



UNEP and the Executive Director in the News


�HYPERLINK  \l "Kyoto"��


ENS - Thousands of Years Old, Cold-Water Corals Ripped by Trawlers� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Kyoto" ��Reuters  - Dutch see Russia ratifying Kyoto by December�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Worldview" ��Natick Tab - Fifth-grader has a world view�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Library" ��AllAfrica - UN Inaugurates Library in Kenya Named in Honour of Sergio Vieira De Mello� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Conservacion" ��El Diario – Corrientes trabajará en la conservación del Iberá y el acuífero Guaraní�
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