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Other Environment-related News

· The Guardian - Climate disaster 'upon us' 
· ENS – Death Toll Rises to 2,000 in Haiti, Dominican Republic
· Independent - Dangerous jokes of a new minister

Environmental News from the UNEP Regions

· ROAP
· ROE
· ROWA (31 May and 1 June)

· ROA

Other UN News

· U.N. Highlights of   1 June 2004
· S.G.'s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of  1 June 2004
Daily News (Bahrain)

Environment in focus 
By MONTHER AL ARRAYEDH
Published: 2 June 2004
AUTHORITIES say they are working flat out on last minute preparations for World Environment Day, which falls on Saturday.

A series of events have been lined up by the Public Commission for the Protection of Marine Resources, Environment and Wildlife.

Celebrations will kick-off at 3pm tomorrow with an open art studio and photography competition at Raas Hayan, in Askar, from 3pm.

The event has been organised by the commission's public relations and enviro-media department. It is the first in a range of activities to mark the occasion, which is spearheaded every year around the world by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP).

Main celebrations to mark the occasion this year will take place in Barcelona, Spain.

However, Bahrain will host its own celebrations throughout the month.

Equipment for tomorrow's event at Raas Hayan will be provided by the Bahrain Arts Society.

It will be followed on Saturday with an exhibition of the completed work at the society's gallery, in Budaiya.

It opens at 7.30pm, after which winners will be chosen and presented with prizes. The one-day exhibition is open to the public.

Meanwhile, the enviro-media department is organising another competition consisting of 30 questions all relating to marine environment and the diversity of its wildlife.

One question a day will be published in national newspapers - including the GDN - and announced on the Arabic language radio show Good Morning Bahrain.

The commission is also organising an art competition based on recycling, which is being done in collaboration with the Southern Governorate's youth committee and the Supreme Council for Women.

The competition's results will be announced at the What Do Young People Need From Environmentalists? conference, which is scheduled to take place at the Crowne Plaza, on June, 28 from 8am. The conference is open to the public.

In addition, the commission is also organising a seminar for specialists and environmentalists on marine resources in Bahrain at the conference hall of the General Directorate for the Protection of the Environment and Wildlife, in Salmabad, on June 15. It will start at 10am.

Events taking place to mark World Environment Day:

Tomorrow: Art competition at Raas Hayan, Askar, 3pm.

Saturday: Art exhibition at the Bahrain Arts Society gallery, Budaiya, 7.30pm. 

June 15: Conference for specialists on marine resources at the General Directorate for the Protection of the Environment and Wildlife, Salmabad, 10am (invitation required)

June 28: Seminar on marine resources, Crowne Plaza, 8am.

All events are open to the public unless stated otherwise.
________________________________________________________________________________________

The Vanguard (Nigeria)

PROPERTY & ENVIRONMENT:-WED: UN top shots seek concerted action to save the seas and oceans
By Jude Njoku 
Tuesday, June 01, 2004 

four days to the celebra tion of this year’s World Environment Day (WED), key world leaders including the Secretary-General of the United Nations (UN), Mr Kofi Annan and the Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), have called on governments, businesses and individuals all over the world to show renewed respect for the oceans and seas.

In separate  messages to mark the annual event, the two leaders noted that the marine environment is facing serious threats and must therefore be immediately protected and sustainably managed for generations to come.

World Environment Day, commemorated each year on 5 June, is one of the principal vehicles through which the United Nations stimulates worldwide awareness of the environment and enhances political attention and action. The World Environment Day theme selected for 2004 is Wanted! Seas and Oceans - Dead or Alive? The theme asks that we make a choice as to how we want to treat the earth’s seas and oceans.

 It also calls on each and every one of us to act. Do we want to keep seas and oceans healthy and alive or polluted and dead? The main international celebrations of World Environment Day 2004 will be held in Barcelona, Spain, in close collaboration with the Universal Forum of Culture.
In the message, Mr Annan called for concerted action on land and sea, at the national, regional and international levels.

The UN Scribe’s message read in parts: “The marine environment is facing challenges that, if not addressed immediately and effectively, will have profound implications for sustainable development. The theme of World Environment Day 2004-Wanted! Seas and Oceans: Dead or Alive? emphasises that society can no longer view the World’s seas as convenient dumping ground for our waste, as an unlimited source of plenty.

“The facts are clear, the world’s seas and oceans are becoming increasingly tainted by untreated waste, water, air-borne pollution, industrial effluent and silt from inadequately managed watersheds. Nitrogen overload from fertilizers is creating a growing number of oxygen-starved “dead zones” in coastal waters across the globe. Marine litter is killing up to a million seabirds and 100,000 sea animals and turtles each year.

With more than 40 per cent of the human population already living within 60 kilomteres of a coast and the proportion growing , these problems are likely only to increase. Moreover, despite the growing reach and intensity of commercial fishing operations, total global fish catch is declining. Nearly three quarters of world fish stocks are being harvested faster than they can reproduce.

There is an urgent need for concerted action, on land and sea, at the national, regional and international levels. Mechanisms already exist, including the global plan of action for the protection of the marine environment from land-based activities, the United Nations convention on the Law of the Sea and UN Food and Agricultural Organization action plans for fisheries. Nevertheless, the continuing depletion of the world’s fish stocks and the increasing degradation of the marine environment indicate that these and other instruments, binding or non-binding, are being sufficiently implemented and enforced.

Less than two years ago, at the World Summit on Sustainable Development, governments committed to time-bound goals to end unsustainable fishing practices, restore depleted fish stocks, establish a regular global assessment of the marine environment, and create a representative network of marine protected areas. This last goal to be achieved in 2012 is particularly important.

Less than one-half a per cent of marine habitats are protected -compared with 11.5 percent of global land area. Yet studies show that protecting critical marine habitats, such as warm-and cold-water coral reefs, sea grass beds and mangroves, can dramatically increase fish size and quantity, with obvious benefits to large-scale commercial as well as local fisheries”.

In his own message, the UNEP Executive Director, Mr Klaus Toepfer lamented that more than 70% of the world’s marine fisheries are now fished up to beyond their sustainable limit.

“Across the world, diners are finding new species of fish on menus as traditional fare becomes ever more scarce, while artisanal fishing communities, who harvest half the world’s fish catch, are seeing their livelihoods increasingly threatened by illegal, unregulated or unsubsidized commercial fleets. At the same time, needlessly destructive fishing practices are killing hundreds of thousands of marine species each year and helping to destroy important undersea habitats”, he said.
The UNEP Director identified pollution as another threat to marine life and human health and livelihoods.

“Eighty per cent of all pollution in seas comes from land-based activities. Three-quarters of the world’s megacities are located by the sea, and 40 per cent of the world’s population now live within 60 kilometres of a coast. Death and disease caused by polluted coastal waters costs the global economy $12.8 billion a year”, he said.

Mr Toepfer who described the ecosystem as one in crisis, noted  that it is not only coastal dwellers and industries that pollute the oceans, explained that “Rivers that run into the sea carry silt, untreated sewage, industrial waste and the assorted rubbish of consumers from far inland”.

Said he: “Each year, tons of discarded plastic products find their way into the oceans, killing hundreds of thousands of marine mammals and ocean-going birds, and untold number of fish. This waste is not only deadly, it is persistent. Animals killed by plastic waste decompose, but the plastic does not. Instead it remains in the ecosystem to kill again and again”.

The UNEP boss also identified surplus agricultural fertilizers when washed downstream as another source of woe to the oceans and seas. According to him, they create a growing number of coastal dead zones where algal blooms regularly consume all the oxygen in the water. Global warming which raises sea levels and temperatures, according to Mr Toepfer, is another source of worry for the oceans.
“Climate change threatens to destroy the majority of the world’s coral reefs, wreak havoc on the fragile economies of small island developing states, and devastate the lives of billions of people who live within the range of the increasingly fierce and frequent storms, hurricanes and typhoons that are battering coasts worldwide”, he noted.
The UNEP Executive Director raised a glimmer of hope for the survival of the oceans and seas.

“The good news is that not only is there increasing global awareness of the crisis facing our seas and oceans, there is growing commitment to do something about it. A series of time-bound targets were agreed by governments at the World Summit on Sustainable Development to improve fisheries management and develop an ecosystem approach to the sustainable development of seas and oceans - including the establishment of representative network of marine protected areas and a regular process for reporting on and assessing the state of the marine environment”, he said.

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Weekly Times (Australia)

June 2, 2004 Wednesday


SECTION: A GREEN COUNTRY; Pg. 52

LENGTH: 322 words

HEADLINE: Seas suffer from our throw-away mentality

BODY:
When it comes to beaches, Victorians are genuinely spoilt for choice.

The state is blessed with a wealth of pristine ocean destinations, stretching from the endless sands of Discovery Bay near the South Australian border to the restless surf of Croajingolong National Park in the east.

Yet how often do we find -- even in the more remote and natural places -- that our enjoyment of sea and sun is spoilt by litter. 

Our seas and oceans are in the spotlight this Saturday as concerned people around the globe mark World Environment Day.

World Environment Day was established by the United Nations General Assembly in 1972 to mark the opening of the Stockholm Conference on the Human Environment.

The day is now celebrated in more than 100 countries with street rallies, parades, "green" concerts, essay and poster competitions in schools, tree planting, recycling efforts, clean-up campaigns and more.

A special global focus this year is on helping small island nations deal with a rising tide of rubbish and waste.

   Studies by the United Nations Environment Program indicate that, along with issues such as rising sea levels, over-fishing, water shortages and inadequate sanitation services, waste is fast becoming another key problem.

The Pacific island of Nauru, for one, now has a blue-green shoreline.

That has nothing to do with it being next to an azure sea: the colours are caused by mounds of discarded Fosters and Victoria Bitter cans.

These wastes threaten not only public health, but also people's livelihoods. Many small businesses in country towns depend on tourist dollars.

Visitors will be less inclined to return to a holiday destination or recommend it to friends if the landscape, shoreline and coastal waters are littered with plastics, old cans, discarded sofas and other industrial and household rubbish.

UNEP says the improper disposal of wastes also encourages vermin.

LOAD-DATE: June 1, 2004 ________________________________________________________________________________________

UN News Centre

Renewable energy key to tackling environmental degradation, UN official says
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	UNEP chief Klaus Toepfer


1 June 2004 – Renewable sources of energy hold the key to tackling the twin scourges of poverty and ecological degradation, the head of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) said today.

Calling these threats the "two-headed hydra threatening the very fabric of our economic and democratic systems," Klaus Toepfer issued a strong appeal to provide clean energy to the poorest of the poor. 

"Even small improvements to the type and quality of energy available for rural communities in developing countries can produce significant environmental, economic and social outcomes," Mr. Toepfer said in a statement released in connection with the opening today in Bonn of the International Conference for Renewable Energies.

The UNEP chief stressed the need for a financial and political commitment to change, calling for investments in technology, people and skills for sustainable development. 

"Let's be very clear: the many different forms of renewable energy will not enter the mainstream without substantially more support for research and development, better incentives, and further developed markets where the environmental and social costs are included in the price of energy," he said.

Governments gathered in Bonn to discuss the potential of renewable energies would have the chance to "learn about rapidly evolving technologies, exchange ideas, discover new opportunities, and 'invent' a new future," he said.

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Xinhua News Agency

May 31, 2004, Monday

SECTION: WORLD NEWS; POLITICAL

LENGTH: 232 words

HEADLINE: UN official calls for "revolution" in energy use

DATELINE: BERLIN, May 31

BODY:
A senior UN official urged the international community on Tuesday to undertake a "revolution" in tapping and using energy.

Klaus Toepfer, head of the UN Environment Program, was speaking at a forum in Bonn on the eve of an international conference named "Renewable 2004" on renewable energies. 

As revolutionary ways of tapping and using energy, more efficient methods of energy consumption should be developed and efforts be strengthened in exploring renewable energies, such as solar energy, wind energy and biomass energy, Toepher said.

Representatives from more than 50 cities of 20 countries were present at the forum. Participants urged for "comprehensive and urgent change" to ways of energy supply which are stable and sound to environment, according to German local press reports.

The representatives pointed out that the world-wide heavy reliance on fossil energies such as crude oil, coal and natural gas poses great risk and has negative consequences for climate, environment and health.  

The four-day "Renewable 2004" conference, which begins on Tuesday in Bonn, is sponsored by the German government and expected to be attended by delegations of 130 countries.

German Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder told German local media that the conference will have a "signal effect" and give "new dynamic" to the world-wide development of renewable energies.
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Welcome to the newly-designed People & the Planet website. This provides a global gateway to the greatest issue of our time: the future health and wellbeing of the human family as it presses ever more heavily on the natural resources of our planet. All 16 sections of our website are now fully on-line in this new format, and we will be building our new Picture Gallery over the coming months. Happy browsing - and please send us your feedback. 

Climate for change
Last updated: 1st June, 2004

As oil prices rise, amid uncertainties in the Middle East, it is a good time for the world's governments to meet (in Bonn this week) to discuss the potential for renewable forms of energy, such as wind, solar, and biomass. 

For some, it is a chance to press the case for new renewable energy targets. So far the European Commission has hesitated to look beyond the existing target for 2010, which calls for renewables to provide 12 per cent of energy consumption in the 15 EU countries and 21 per cent of electricity use across the enlarged EU of 25 countries.

Indeed, the Commission appears doubtful that even these can be achieved.

Nevertheless, it has now conceded the need to set further targets. And both the European Parliament and the European Renewable Energy Council have suggested much more ambitious goals. The Council, which represents the renewable energy industry, believes that renewables could provide half of global energy supplies by 2050. (See:EU to set new target for renewables )

Indeed, the European biomass industry, together with WWF, calculates that industrialised countries could cut their carbon emissions by a billion metric tons, simply by using biomass instead of coal to generate electricity. (See:Electric olives)

Others, like Klaus Toepfer of the UN Environment Programme, take a broader view. To him, providing new forms of energy to the world's 2 billion poor, who are heavily dependent on natural resources and are on the front line of climate change, is an essential part of a sustainable future.(See: Creating the climate for change)

Let's hope that the 'oil shock',if it persists, will help speed our planet and its growing population of consumers to a renewable energy future, before it is too late. 

John Rowley
Editor-in-Chief
_________________________________________________________________________________________

IBL News

Bonn acoge un encuentro mundial sobre energías renovables [image: image2.png]


Bonn se convertirá aen la capital de la energía renovable: más de 2.500 delegados de 130 países van a definir las nuevas directrices para ampliar el uso de la energía solar, eólica o biomasa. [image: image3.png]


Martes, 1 junio 2004
IBLNEWS, AGENCIAS Convocada por el canciller alemán, Gerhard Schroeder, la Conferencia Mundial sobre Energías Renovables introducirá "una dinámica" al desarrollo de las energías renovables y sentará una "señal" política importante en el mundo, con nuevas medidas y compromisos", según consta en el documento preparatorio de la reunión, que durará cuatro días.
Por su parte, el director del Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (UNEP), Klaus Toepfer, reclama una "revolución" en el uso mundial de la energía.

Para ello, es necesario un consumo austero y eficiente de la energía, así como la incorporación de energías renovables, dijo Toepfer en una conferencia de prensa previa a la cita. 

Representantes de más de 50 ciudades de alrededor de 20 países exhortaron a los Estados participantes en la conferencia a aprobar las condiciones marco para una mayor utilización de energías renovables. 

Se trata de una "amplia transformación", para dejar de lado el petróleo, carbón y gas y dirigirse urgentemente hacia fuentes de energía seguras y compatibles con el medio ambiente. 

Los ministros alemanes de Medio Ambiente y de Cooperación Económica y Desarrollo, Juergen Trittin y Heidemarie Wieczorek-Zeul, respectivamente, evocaron las grandes posibilidades, incluso económicas, que tienen por delante las energías renovables. 

Como todos los países del mundo tienen energías renovables, éstas ofrecen mayor seguridad de abastecimiento que el petróleo, y además son importantes para la protección del clima en el planeta. En ese sentido, los países industrializados deberían invertir más e introducir nuevas tecnologías en los mercados. 

Los ministros alemanes reclamaron también un mayor compromiso del Banco Mundial en favor de las energías regenerativas y alternativas y la creación de un banco de promoción para "un nuevo futuro en el campo de la generación de energía".

_________________________________________________________________________________________
The News (Monrovia)

Take Precaution Against GMOs in Food ---Citizens Caution Govt 

The NEWS (Monrovia) 
NEWS
June 1, 2004 
Posted to the web June 1, 2004 
Monrovia 
A cross section of residents in Bong and Margibi Counties want the Government to take precautionary stance in ensuring that Genetically Modified Organisms (GMOs) are not brought into Liberia under dubious circumstances. 

The residents were quoted as saying that although there are no scientific proofs to determine whether there are GM Crops in Liberia, nevertheless, they were of the view that the long and porous borders and inadequate quarantine mechanisms at the various entry points as well as the presence of rotten rice, meat and poultry parts on the Liberian market were critical issues for concern. 

The residents, which comprised consumer groups, members of the scientific community, government officials, marketers, youth groups and NGOs spoke over the weekend in the provincial towns of Kakata and Salala during a two-day workshop on Public Awareness and Participation to ensure transparency and confidence on key decisions relating to Biosafety and Modern Biotechnology. 

In a release Monday, the participants pointed out that in view of the negative and positive aspects of GMOs, any NGO, donor, or supplier wishing to bring Genetically Modified Crops into Liberia should first notify the Government so that the necessary mechanisms can be put in place to advert or reduce the potential risk to human health and the environment. 

According to the release, the workshop brought together more that 120 participants and made significant review of the National Biosafety Framework (NBF), its prospects and challenges as well as the role of public awareness and participation in the development process of the National Biosafety Framework, a technical and legal document being drafted by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) with UNEP/GEF support to regulated GMOs. 

The workshop participants, the release said, assured the organizers of their commitment to contribute meaningfully in the development of the National Biosafety Framework provided the necessary mechanisms are put into place in compliance with the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety. 

In January 2002, the Government of Liberia acceded to the Cartagena Protocol of Biosafety, to ensure an adequate level of protection in the field of the safe transfer, handling and use of living modified organisms resulting from modern biotechnology that may have adverse effects on the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity taking into account risks to human health and specifically focusing on Transboundary movements. 

The Protocol offers a number of tools for promoting Biosafety, which include, Advanced Informed Agreement (AIA), Biosafety Clearing House (BCH), Risk Assessment and Risk Management, Capacity Building and Public Awareness. 

The workshop was sponsored by the Global Environment Facility/United Nations Environment Programme (GEF/UNEP), and implemented by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) of Liberia. _________________________________________________________________________________________

Africa News
June 1, 2004 Tuesday

Zimbabwe; - No Solution in Sight for Harare's Water Problems

BYLINE: The Herald

BODY:
CASTING a weary gaze across the street, Amai Kabona seems resigned to destiny.

It is now exactly six hours since water taps ran dry in this densely populated township of Mabvuku, a sprawling suburb 12 kilometres west of Harare.

For the past five years or so, the more than 200 000 residents of Mabvuku and neighbouring Tafara have probably borne the brunt of the worst water supply problems to affect Harare, currently struggling to meet its domestic and industrial water demands.

"There is a major water problem here and worrying about it is a waste of time," said Amai Kabona as she casually rearranged some tomatoes into small neat piles at her vending post by the roadside.

When taps run dry for long periods, which often run into days, Amai Kabona and other residents descend on the vleis east and west of the suburb and collect water from shallow wells. 

But that lifeline too is fast drying up due to massive deforestation and poor agricultural practices that are fast draining the plains.

The disappearing trees, grass and reeds have considerably reduced the wetlands' water absorption capacity.

More ominous, however, is the reality that the rapidly drying-up vleis are slowly impacting negatively on Harare's major water supply reservoirs of Lake Chivero and Lake Manyame.

Already suffocating under heavy sewer and industrial pollutants from the two cities of Harare and Chitungwiza, the reservoirs, especially Lake Chivero, are dying fast as fresh water supplies from these wetlands continue to dwindle.

Despite warnings by ecological researchers since 1980 that because Zimbabwe was a drought-prone country with a very low water resource replenishment capacity, severe deforestation has continued unabated, also effectively exhausting underground water resources - another critical alternate water supply source for Harare.

The alternate water supply line is, meanwhile, also being silently depleted by thousands of residents sinking boreholes and deep wells to escape the inconvenience of the city's erratic water supplies.

Plans to build other water supply sources like the Kunzwi Dam, some 40km east of the capital, to relieve pressure on current dams and reduce purification costs, have largely remained a pipe dream.

Harare, one of Southern Africa's rapidly growing metropolises with an exploding population exceeding two million people and an aging water reticulation system, faces enormous water challenges as environmental degradation takes its toll on its 2 136 square-kilometre water catchment area bounded by the Upper Manyame Basin.

The catchment's "self-purification capacity has been lost through various stream-bank and stream-bed degradation processes as well as land fills that have obliterated areas with extensive reed growths", says one research paper in a book titled Lake Chivero - A Polluted Lake, published in 1997.

Another article in the same book says: "The argument is that, the capacity of rivers to purify themselves should be recognised and managed to allow rivers to absorb the pollution load before discharging into Lake Chivero."

The fast unfolding crisis has firmly anchored Zimbabwe among the 48 countries whose 2,8 billion people face water stress or scarcity conditions by 2025.

"Many African countries, with a population of nearly 200 million people, are facing serious water shortages. By the year 2025, it is estimated that nearly 230 million Africans will be facing water scarcity and 460 million will live in water-stressed countries," says the United Nations Environment Programme.

The Harare City Council, barely managing to meet the 700 megalitres per day requirement of water for domestic and industrial use, is only able to provide 575 megalitres a day of treated water.

The council, which had budgeted $815 billion, about three-quarters of its 2004 budget, for water reticulation, is using about $360 million daily to buy a cocktail of seven water purification chemicals to cleanse water from the city's heavily polluted Lake Chivero.

In the long run, with millions of dollars already being required to rehabilitate purification waterworks at Morton Jaffray and Prince Edward Dam, the effort is unsustainable.

Environmentalists point out that as long as little attention is given to protecting wetlands as well as creating other wetlands along the city's main supply rivers of Manyame, Mukuvisi and Marimba, the future of Harare's water resources is precarious..

"We encourage Harare, as the country's most complex city, to give more serious thought to the environment and put the environment at the centre of planning," said Mr Percy Toriro, the president of the Zimbabwe Institute of Regional and Urban Planners, (ZIRUP) in an interview.

Despite the gazetting of the country's Environmental Management Act (Chapter 20:27) of 2002, the high demand for accommodation across the country has also resulted in many private housing developments sprouting up in vleis without any apparent environmental impact assessments.

The Act, which seeks to, among other things, provide for the sustainable management of natural resources and protection of the environment; the prevention of pollution and environmental degradation, demands that every local authority should prepare an environmental action plan for the area under its jurisdiction.

"We realise that with the enactment of that legislation there is now more need for stricter assessment of the impact of all developments on the environment," said Mr Toriro. "As forerunners in land development, planners should be fully aware of the environmental impacts of developments which are capable of drying up vleis," he added.

"So we are encouraging all land developers and local authorities to go back and audit past developments for any negative impacts and make recommendations for environmentally friendly measures."

The World Conservation Union (IUCN) notes: "A change in the amount of water which infiltrates into the soil will affect the amount of water that flows into streams and also affects the amount of water available to vegetation and groundwater."

The IUCN further observes that water in Southern Africa has become such a vulnerable resource as a result of increasing degradation of water resources due to unsustainable water and land use practices such as over-pumping of ground water, water pollution and loss of and encroachment on wetlands.

Many of Harare's pristine savanna woodlands, including the exotic trees that flourished on its outskirts and along many of the city's main roads, have vanished, plundered by firewood merchants and residents alike.

A recent study carried out by environmental watchdog, Environment Africa, revealed that one of the city's water catchment areas of Cleveland, just west of Mabvuku, has lost 90 percent of its trees since 1965 to firewood hunters.

Coupled with the unsustainable land use practices such as ploughing on slopes in the catchment area, the source of Mukuvisi River is, fact, turning into desert.

Although research has indicated that well-managed cultivation can increase infiltration, the Cleveland wetland has, however, been severely drained and the water table drastically lowered through cultivation, effectively disturbing the area's ecosystem.

Other environmental researchers have found out that between 1955 and 1994 the percentage of spaces that had been opened up to cultivation in Harare increased from 1 percent to 36 percent. More than 67 percent of the land is in vleis.

Describing Cleveland as both a catchment and wetland, Environment Africa said: "Zimbabwe is not a wet enough country to have many such areas.

"The Cleveland catchment area is bestowed with many varied habitat types such as the extensive grasslands, riverine and lake-shore, woodlands, reed beds and wetlands which in turn support a large number of different species, making it a special area of nature."

The catchment's reeds and grasslands act as crucial sponges that naturally purify the water flowing into the Cleveland Dam and stream through absorption, oxidation and microbial degradation.

As Zimbabwe commemorates the June 5 United Nations World Environment Day at the weekend under the theme "Wanted: Seas and Oceans - Dead or Alive?", the country has placed special focus on the "Catchments and Rivers" as the sources for life not only for the seas and oceans, but also for the country.

Recognising that rivers, streams and waterways are a "life-blood of an ecosystem" which need to be kept healthy and balanced, Environment Africa is working hard with Mabvuku and Tafara farmers to arrest soil erosion and reclaim the Cleveland catchment.

But meanwhile catchments and wetlands elsewhere around the city continue to be degraded as communities like Epworth, just close to Mabvuku and Tafara, have remained virtually unaware of the environmental havoc they are causing.

Epworth, a former squatter camp without formal planning, electricity or tapped water supplies, has been one of the biggest silent killers of not only the Cleveland catchment area, but also much of the Upper Manyame Basin as residents of the area seek wood fuel.

The fuel crisis that started around 2000, which affected Zimbabwe's paraffin supplies, a major domestic fuel, saw thousands of people chopping down trees as a ready domestic fuel substitute.

A countrywide electricity energy crisis, which resulted in load shedding, also affected Zimbabwe's forest reserves along watersheds where many of the country's urban settlements are located.

As the chronic shortage of paraffin persists and a winter forecast to be exceptionally cold approaches, time is indeed ticking away not only for the environment in Zimbabwe, but also for the nation as a whole.
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Eidicion Uno

Actualidad 
01-06-2004 

El próximo sábado se celebra el día mundial del Medio Ambiente 
La Asamblea General de Naciones Unidas estableció el Día Mundial del Medio Ambiente en 1972, que se conmemora el 5 de junio, como una forma de estimular la concientización a nivel mundial sobre el tema.

Cada año se han seleccionado lemas, y así se ha ido centrando la atención en el agua, la capa de ozono, la degradación de los suelos, los químicos tóxicos, la desertificación, el calentamiento global, pobreza y ambiente y otros, hasta llegar al dramático "Agua, 2.000 millones de personas sufren sin ella", del año 2003.- El lema del 2004, "¡Se buscan! Mares y Océanos - ¿Vivos o Muertos?", nos hace centrar la atención en otro tema, no menos grave.

Los océanos cubren el 70 % de la superficie del planeta, contienen el 90 % de la biomasa viviente del mundo, son fuente de alimento primario para mas de tres mil millones y medio de personas y actualmente sufren una grave degradación debido a la contaminación, las practicas pesqueras abusivas e innecesariamente destructivas y el crecimiento urbano costero.

Las flotas pesqueras son el 40% más grande de lo que los océanos pueden sostener y el 80% de la contaminación tiene su origen en las actividades basadas en Tierra. 

Las tres cuartas partes de las megalópolis se encuentras a orillas del mar y el 40% de la población del mundo vive a menos de 60 Km. de las costas. Pero las poblaciones e industrias costeras no son las únicas que causan contaminación, ya que los ríos que desembocan en el mar transportan sedimentos, aguas residuales no tratadas, desechos industriales y otros desperdicios no degradables.

Cada año toneladas de productos plásticos causan la muerte de las especies que habitan los océanos. Estos desechos no son mortíferos solo una vez, sino que también son persistentes, ya que los animales muertos a causa del plástico se descomponen, pero el plástico no y continua causando mas y mas muertes.

Si se extinguiera la vida en los océanos se extinguiría la vida en el planeta, ya que éstos son el principal elemento estabilizador de la Tierra y es por eso que este año se quiso centrar la atención en mares y océanos. 

Sin embargo también cada año arrasamos millones de hectáreas de bosques y reducimos la biodiversidad haciendo desaparecer multitudes de especies. También generamos miles de toneladas de residuos nucleares con una vida media de millones de años, y vertemos en la atmósfera, aguas y suelos, millones de toneladas de sustancias peligrosas para la salud y los ecosistemas. No debemos permitir que el tema de la muerte de los océanos sea solo lema de un día, o de un año, sin que se resuelva nada, como pasó en el 2003 con el Agua y en años anteriores con otros temas. 

En el Foro Mundial de Ministros de Medio Ambiente reunido en Malmoe, Suecia, en mayo del 2000 en el marco del Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA ), se reconocieron en la llamada Declaración de Malmoe que las causales de la degradación del medio ambiente global están inmersas en problemas sociales y económicos tales como la pobreza generalizada, los patrones de producción y consumo no sustentables, la desigualdad en la distribución de las riquezas y la carga de la deuda externa de los países en vías de desarrollo. 

Si releemos las causas reconocidas en Malmoe como las raíces de la destrucción ambiental veremos que no son otras que las mismas bases del sistema económico capitalista en el que vivimos. Solo podremos entonces lograr una vida digna para todos los habitantes del planeta si reivindicamos un desarrollo ambientalmente sustentado, que nada tiene que ver con este sistema que nos imponen y que sólo beneficia a los grandes grupos económicos.

Transformemos al Día del Ambiente y a los otros 364 días del año en días de lucha por ese otro mundo mejor al que aspiramos. 

 

Por otra parte, queremos comentarles que ya está funcionando en Ecoportal la Consultoría Jurídica Ambiental, coordinada por la Dra. Carla Vercelli. Allí recibimos las denuncias sobre daño ambiental y violaciones de los derechos humanos y de los animales. Las denuncias son analizadas por nuestros letrados que evaluan las diferentes alternativas para lograr la reparación del daño causado. Pueden ver mas información en  http://www.ecoportal.net/content/view/full/29868 o enviar sus consultas a consultoriajuridica@ecoportal.net .

  __________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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 MARINE RESERVES GET OFFICIAL NOD

BYLINE: John Yeld

BODY:


At least two major new marine protected areas are expected to be officially gazetted this week, which is internationally celebrated as World Environment Week.

They include the massive 960km2 Cape Peninsula Marine Protected Area, which will be managed as part of the Table Mountain National Park.

This new marine reserve extends several kilometres off the coast between Green Point and Muizenberg. 

The second marine reserve expected to be gazetted is around Bird Island in Algoa Bay near Port Elizabeth, and will be managed as part of the Greater Addo National Park.

The United Nations Environment Programme's theme for World Environment Day on Saturday, the culmination of World Environment Week, is "Wanted! Seas and Oceans Dead or Alive".

South Africa's national theme is "A decade of sustainability - our environment, our future".

Local celebrations start at Bird Island today where Environmental Affairs and Tourism Minister Marthinus van Schalkwyk will fly in by helicopter to officiate.

"There are very few annual events with the appeal or the significance of National Environment Week, and we urge every South African, in every community, to join us in our celebrations," Van Schalkwyk said at the weekend.

"The environment in which we live is our single most important shared interest, and it is our common responsibility to protect, conserve and promote it."

Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism director-general Chippy Olver explained that the South African theme for World Environment Week celebrated the progress and achievements made in key areas of responsible environmental management over the past 10 years, "while defining our national resolve to tackle challenges that will be faced in the next decade".

"The programme is seen as a partnership across sectors of society who collectively and respectively intend to take responsibility for caring for the environment."

Local events range from high-level conferences and national declarations to school projects and community initiatives.

They will round off on Friday with a high profile national celebration at uShaka Marine World in Durban.

Distributed by AllAfrica Global Media. (allafrica.com)
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The Guardian

Climate disaster 'upon us' 

Tim Radford, science editor
Tuesday June 1, 2004
The Guardian 

Humans have done so much damage to the atmosphere that even if they stop burning all fossil fuels immediately, they risk leaving an impoverished Earth for their descendants, a giant of research in the field will say this week. 

James Lovelock, who detected the build-up of ozone-destroying CFCs and formulated the Gaia theory now widely adopted by environmentalists and biologists, will tell a conference in Devon: "We have not yet awakened to the seriousness of global warming." 

The Gaia hypothesis is that life itself regulates the chemistry of the atmosphere, the oceans and the bedrock for life's collective benefit. Any disturbance of the process could have dramatic consequences. 

Recently researchers have begun to point to such dramatic outcomes, Prof Lovelock says. 

· A Swiss team examined the heatwave that killed 20,000 people in western Europe last year and decided it was almost certainly a consequence of global warming. 

· British, Belgian and German scientists reported that the entire Greenland icecap would begin to melt irreversibly if average temperatures rose by 2.7C (4.7F). This melting would take 1,000 years to complete, but would but raise sea levels by seven metres. 

· A team from the US National Ocean and Atmosphere Admin istration reported that the sea-level's rise in recent years had been a consequence of the accelerated melting of glaciers. 

Prof Lovelock, 84, will tell the conference on the science of Gaia at Dartington Hall, Totnes, on Thursday that some people deny the reality of climate change and want business as usual, while others recognise the threat and embrace organic food, renewable energy and alternative medicine. 

"If we follow either of these responses, it will allow Gaia eventually to return to her normal state of health - but by eliminating the majority of humans and probably civilisation as well," he says. 

Better science and more advanced technology offer the greatest hope. 

"We need a portfolio of energy sources, with nuclear playing a major part, at least until fusion power becomes a practical option. 

"We must stop fretting over the minute statistical risks of cancer from chemicals or radiation. Almost a third of us will die of cancer anyway, mainly because we breathe air laden with that all-pervasive carcinogen, oxygen. 

"If we fail to concentrate our minds on the real danger, which is global warming, we may die even sooner." 

ENS

Death Toll Rises to 2,000 in Haiti, Dominican Republic 
PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti, June 1, 2004 (ENS) - At least two thousand people in Haiti and the Dominican Republic are thought to have been killed and hundreds more are still missing following torrential rains and flooding that started eight days ago. Many of the survivors are homeless and dependent on international aid to remain alive. 

Heavy rains have fallen over the Dominican Republic and Haiti on the island of Hispaniola for more than two weeks, causing serious flooding throughout the two countries. 

[image: image8.jpg]


Flooding in the Haitian border area (Photo courtesy WFP)
The uncontrolled deforestation on the border between the two countries, caused by the inability of the impoverished residents to buy gas and kerosene for cooking, is a major contributing factor, according to environment experts. In many areas, mud washed from hillsides deforested for firewood, burying crops, animals, homes and people sleeping within. 

The world's largest humanitarian agency, the United Nations World Food Programme (WFP), has been laboring to bring emergency supplies to the hardest hit areas. 

On Monday, the WFP delivered 60 tons of emergency food rations to the survivors of the floods on Hispaniola, the Caribbean island that shared by Haiti and the Dominican Republic. 

On the Dominican side of the border, the town of Jimani was devastated. Throughout the Dominican Republic entire communities have been swept away by flood waters, cutting off villages and affecting more than 1,200 families. In Jimaní alone, some 300 bodies have been recovered and another 361 people are still reported missing. 

The flooding has not been confined to the countryside. In Santo Domingo, some 400 families in the communities of Saguasa and Chirino were cut off when the Ozama River burst its banks. 

Forty tons of food was sent by helicopter to Fond Verrettes, a Haitian farming town of 45,000 to the northeast of the capital Port-au-Prince near the border with the Dominican Republic. 

The only road leading to Fonds Verrettes has been cut off in several places by water, and air transport is the only way to reach the area, the WFP and other aid agencies said. 

According to a UN mission to the area on May 25, more than 1,000 homes have been destroyed, 4,000 domestic animals have been drowned, and banana, corn and bean crops have been destroyed. There is no electricity and little clean drinking water. 

Subsistance farmers of Mapou line up for humanitarian assistance. (Photo courtesy IFRC)
In the Haitian community of Mapou, 300 bodies have been counted thus far, but Haiti’s Civil Protection Agency fears that the death toll could mount as high as 1,000 people. 

The International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent (IFRC) has launched an emergency appeal for funding in the amount of $717,000 to pay for assistance to the survivors. 

The IFRC's Marko Kokic, who traveled to Mapou, explains why the funds are so urgently needed. 

"Many bodies have been buried without being identified," he wrote. "With many homes still underwater, it is difficult to assess the exact number of dead. It is likely that many of these humble dwellings contain the bodies of more people caught by surprise by the flash floods and landslides that devastated this rural community early on Monday morning." 

Local authorities and humanitarian agencies are struggling to deal with removal of the corpses to make sure that this natural catastrophe is not compounded by a public health disaster. 

The IFRC is bringing in inflatable dinghies with outboard motors to search for cadavers, and possibly survivors, in the flood zone, and especially in the inundated homes. 

"In flood situations like this," Kokic wrote, "an important challenge is to prevent the spread of waterborne diseases, and during our mission to Mapou, we made sure that villagers were taught how to chlorinate their wells and purify water for drinking." 

An IFRC worker enters a flooded farm to search for survivors and corpses. (Photo courtesy IFRC)
“The international Red Cross community has come together to support the dire needs of these flood victims,” said American Red Cross spokeswoman Jacki Flowers. The American Red Cross has sent relief items to the area including bed sheets, water jugs, plastic tarps, and tents. 

Today, Haiti will lose the assistance of some 1,900 U.S. troops, brought in February 29 to restore order after President Jean-Bertrand Aristide was routed by rebels, but now working to help victims of the landslides and floods. 

The U.S. forces control the few helicopters being used to reach areas like Mapou. Over the past week, they have brought in more than 50 tons of food and drinking water to affected communities and airlifted the injured to hospitals. 

Due to the magnitude of damage caused by the flooding, on May 26 U.S. Ambassador to Haiti James Foley issued a disaster declaration. In response, USAID provided $50,000 to the USAID mission in Haiti to assist in the disaster response efforts. 

USAID will provide $40,000 to Catholic Relief Services to purchase and distribute emergency non-food relief supplies, including hygiene kits, cooking kits, blankets, and water containers. USAID will also provide up to $10,000 of fuel for use by Haiti's Ministry of Public Works for urgent road repair in the affected area. USAID advisors are on standby to deploy to the affected area if necessary. 

In place of the U.S. troops, a United Nations peacekeeping force of about 8,000 troops is set to arrive in Haiti today. They will find an unstable situation in the flood affected areas. 

While water levels have dropped somewhat, the floodwaters are being held back by temporary dams composed of debris from the landslides. If more rain falls, officials fear these shaky dams could collapse at any time.

__________________________________________________________________________________________IIndependent newspaper

Dangerous jokes of a new minister

Moscow, 1 June 2004. Nezavisimaya Gazeta ().  "It is

forbidden to a new Kremlin's favourite  to strike old cronies".  Yesterday

Mr. Ju. Trutnev, Minister of Natural Resources and Environment of Russia,

met with the President Putin and promised to prepare within one month a

draft law on use of natural resources.  The Minister proposed to discuss

changes which he deems necessary to eliminate corruption and lack of

transparency in relations between the State and those who use natural

resources. It is known that when the new Minister started his work he

decided to check 74 licences on oil exploitation issued by the former

Minister and cancel five of them.  Though none of them was cancelled, one

of these belongs to "Surgut neft'" a company loyal to the power, another

one  - to a St.Petersbourg Mountain Institute who is headed by a Putin's

asssociate.  During three months of his stay with the Ministry Mr. Trutnev

made three boisterous declarations, but they were never implemented.  "It

is possible that the quantity of "faux pas" can become important and

Minister's words will lose their value", said the newspaper.

www://ng.ru/printed/economics/2004-06-01/1_jokes.html

Elena Kvitsinskaia
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UN or UNEP in the news

Project to study South China Sea pollution launched 
ABS CBN News, Philippines, June 1, 2004 - LOS BAÑOS, Laguna - Heavy loads of livestock waste continue to be dumped into the South China Sea, continuously degrading the quality of its waters. 
More than half of the world’s population of hogs and more than one-third of poultry are raised in East Asia. Lamentably, most of these wastes end up in the South China Sea. 
The United Nations Environment Program and Global Environmental Facility (GEF) note that agricultural waste rank the second largest land-based source of marine pollution.
http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/NewsStory.aspx?section=SCIENCE&oid=52202 

UN official calls for "revolution" in energy use
Xinhua, China, BERLIN, May 31 (Xinhuanet) -- A senior UN official urged the international community on Tuesday to undertake a "revolution" in tapping and using energy. 
Klaus Toepfer, head of the UN Environment Program, was speakingat a forum in Bonn on the eve of an international conference named"Renewable 2004" on renewable energies.
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2004-06/01/content_1500487.htm 

General Environment News


Guangzhou to compensate civet cat traders
China Daily News, (Xinhua) -  2004-05-31 15:18 - Raisers and traders of civet cats will get compensation from the city government in Guangzhou, capital of southern China's Guangdong Province, for their losses from the mass culling of the animals to contain the SARS outbreak this spring. 
"We have finished the registry of compensation to those who had their wild animals like civet cats slaughtered this spring," a spokesman for Guangzhou Municipal Wildlife Protection Management Office said. 
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/english/doc/2004-05/31/content_335251.htm
___________________________________________________________________________________
ROE MEDIA UPDATE
UN or UNEP in the news

Le Figaro, 1 juin : 154 pays réunis en Allemagne pour promouvoir les énergies renouvelables

BONN (AFP) - Les représentants de 154 pays sont réunis mardi à Bonn pour une conférence de quatre jours organisée par le gouvernement allemand en vue de promouvoir l'exploitation des énergies renouvelables comme l'éolien et le solaire sur les cinq continents. 

Ouvrant la conférence, le ministre allemand de l'Environnement, Juergen Trittin, a rappelé les avantages de ces filières, "inépuisables", "disponibles presque partout", permettant d'électrifier et de "développer des régions aussi isolées que la région allemande d'Uckermark et le Rajastan indien, de réduire la dépendance vis-à-vis du pétrole, de créer des emplois (...), de protéger le climat et de réduire la pollution de l'air".

http://www.lefigaro.fr/perm/afp/sci/040601085203.5ce3bvct.html
Liberation, 1 juin : Energie. Scientifiques et politiques réunis à Bonn pour soutenir les modes de production propres.
Un sommet pour nettoyer les énergiesEnergie. Scientifiques et politiques réunis à Bonn pour soutenir les modes de production propres.
Un sommet pour nettoyer les énergies.

http://www.liberation.fr/page.php?Article=210782
Environment related news

BBC News, 1 June: Europe's energy use still rising

The countries of Europe are not keeping their promises on the environment, the European Environment Agency believes. 
The agency, a European Union body, says the latest trends show growing evidence of climate change, on land and at sea. It says there are also worrying levels of urban air pollution and agricultural contamination of water, and increasing amounts of packaging and other waste. 

The agency calls in its report, EEA Signals 2004, for more use of market-based instruments to change behaviour. 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/science/nature/3765851.stm 
______________________________________________ 

ROWA Media Update

Oman 
Giant water, power transmission projects in Batinah
MUSCAT — Two ambitious water and power transmission schemes are planned for development in the Batinah region this year at a cost of tens of millions of Omani riyals. Both initiatives, promoted by the Ministry of Housing, Electricity and Water, will help meet the long-term energy and potable water needs of large swathes of the Batinah region.

The water and power transmission schemes will be tied into the proposed Sohar Independent Water and Power Project (IWPP), a concession award for which is due to be announced in July. The award covers the development of a 480-550MW power generation plant alongside a 30 million gallons per day desalination unit at a site adjoining the Sohar Industrial Port.

Desalinated water produced by the IWPP is proposed to be pumped through an elaborate transmission system serving huge areas of the Batinah region. Envisaged are three transmission networks — one travelling northwards all the way to Al Buraimi, another serving the areas of Liwa and Shinas, and a third line travelling south of the IWPP to cover primarily the wilayats of Sohar, Saham, Al Khabourah and Suwaiq.

A total of around 280 kilometres of pipeline network, ranging in diameter from 600mm-1,200mm, will be constructed as part of the water transmission system. Tender documents for construction contracts will be floated soon.

On the power side, the ministry has drawn up plans for an enormous electricity transmission scheme fed by the new Sohar IWPP. The scheme, according to Milan Maksimovic, General Manager of Energoprojekt Entel LLC — the ministry's consultants for the Sohar Power Transmission Project, will serve the national power grid as well as major industrial consumers at the Sohar Industrial Port Area.

"The central goal of the Sohar Power Transmission Project is to connect the new IWPP to the existing electricity infrastructure. The proposed transmission system is designed to ensure the smooth and efficient evacuation of energy generated by the IWPP," Maksimovic stated.

Envisaged is a network of 220KV overhead transmission lines strung along lattice towers covering a total distance of around 210 kilometres.

Two 220/132KV substations will also be built as part of the new transmission network involving an investment estimated at tens of millions of Omani riyals.

The new network involves a series of 220KV overhead lines starting from a new substation planned in the Sohar area, not far from the Sohar IWPP.
http://www.omanobserver.com/
Jordan 
Jordan to train Iraqi water experts — 
   DEAD SEA — Minister of Water and Irrigation Hazem Nasser on Monday said Jordan will train Iraqi water specialists and officials to help them tackle water situation in the war-hit country. 

Nasser was speaking to reporters on the sidelines of the five-day International Water Demand Management Conference at the Dead Sea, but gave no further details. 

Iraqi interim minister of municipal affairs, Nisreen Belwari, who is also in charge of water distribution, welcomed the decision and said further cooperation will take place between the two neighbouring countries. 

“Jordan, Egypt and Tunis were the first to offer help us rebuild our capabilities,” the minister said, adding that training programme will be funded by the World Bank. 

Hundreds of delegates gathered on the shores of the Dead Sea yesterday for a second day of talks on dwindling world water resources amid calls by experts for a collective management effort. 

http://www.jordantimes.com/tue/homenews/homenews2.htm
Palestine Palestinian Authority Expresses Reservations on the Proposed Canal 

السلطة الفلسطينية تبدي تحفظات مشروطة على قناة البحرين
اكد نائب رئيس سلطة المياه الفلسطينية المهندس فضل كعوش تحفظ السلطة الفلسطينية على مشروع قناة البحرين «الاحمر - الميت» حتى لا يؤثر على الحقوق المائية او الاتفاقيات المرتبطة بالحل الدائم.

واعرب عن المخاوف الفلسطينية في ان يقوم الجانب الاسرائيلي باستغلال الموافقة على المشروع باتجاه الانتقاص من الحقوق المائية الفلسطينية.

وفي ذات الوقت اكد كعوش انه اذا كان المشروع لا يتعارض مع قرارات الامم المتحدة المتعلقة بحق تقرير مصير الشعب الفلسطيني وحقوقه فان السلطة لن تمانع من تنفيذه.

وبين في لقاء مع الصحفيين على هامش مؤتمر ادارة الطلب على المياه امس ان الجانب الاسرائيلي يتحفظ من جانبه على الطرح الفلسطيني بحجة ان المشروع فني وبيئي وليس سياسياً.

وقال كعوش ان الجانب الاسرائيلي طلب حذف اية عبارات تتعلق بحقوق المشاطئة وطلب باستبدالها باطراف مستفيدة.

واوضح ان الجانب الاردني ممثلا بوزارة المياه والري تلقت نسخة من التحفظات الفلسطينية الاسبوع الفائت، مشيرا الى ان الحوار بدأ منذ ايار عام 2003 .

وقال عدلت نسخة البنك الدولي للشروط المرجعية منذ ذلك التاريخ ثلاث مرات واحتوت النسخة الرابعة على تحفظنا».

واكد نائب رئيس سلطة المياه الفلسطيني انه اذا وافقت اسرائيل التي تأخذ 85% من المياه الجوفية المتجددة الفلسطينية على التحفظات الفلسطينية فان المشروع سيحظى بموافقتنا.

الى ذلك كان وزير المياه والري الدكتور حازم الناصر اعلن امس الاول ان الاسابيع القليلة القادمة ستشهد اعلان البنك الدولي على موافقة الاطراف الثلاثة في مشروع قناة البحرين.

ويسعى الاردن منذ سنوات الى انقاذ البحر الميت المهدد بالزوال عام 2050 بسبب ضعف امدادات المياه الطبيعية وخصوصا نهر الاردن.

http://www.alrai.com/local/06-2004/Article-20040531-dcd41582-c000-00a8-018b-4ccb62c0f9f0/story.html
UAE Dubai Municipality Assess air Quality

بلدية دبي تؤكد جودة نوعية الهواء بالإمارة خلال 2003

أكدت بلدية دبي إن نوعية الهواء في دبي عام 2003 كانت جيدة بصفة عامة، فيما عدا بعض الأحيان بسبب تقلبات الأحوال الجوية التي أدت إلى ارتفاع نسب أكسيد النيتروجين، والأوزون والجزيئات العالقة صيفا. صرح بذلك رضا حسن سلمان رئيس قسم حماية البيئة والسلامة بإدارة البيئة في بلدية دبي، وذكر في التقرير السنوي للقسم أن لتحديد مدى جودة الهواء فقد تم تطوير نظام لتصنيف نوعية الهواء. 

حيث لوحظ وجود انخفاض في نسبة الهواء النظيف إلى 62 بالمائة خلال 227 يوما بسبب العواصف الرملية والتلوث الكبير في الجو، وحسب التصنيف فقد كان هناك 227 يوما من الهواء النظيف 62 بالمائة، و40 يوما 11 بالمائة تلوث خفيف، و21 يوما 5.5 بالمائة تلوث مؤثر، ويومان 0.5 بالمائة تلوث كبير بسبب ارتفاع مستويات الأوزون في ديره، وثاني أكسيد النيتروجين في ديره وجبل علي، وثاني أكسيد الكبريت في المنطقة الصناعية في جبل علي، و75 يوما 21 بالمائة من الغبار الشديد بسبب الرياح الشديدة والعواصف الرملية في بعض الأحيان. 
Kuwait Kuwait-Japan Joint Committee on the Environment Meets Next Month in Tokyo 

اجتماع اللجنة الكويتية اليابانية للبيئة في طوكيو الشهر المقبل ‏   
ذكر رئيس اللجنة الكويتية اليابانية لرجال الاعمال ‏   ‏وائل الصقر هنا اليوم ان اللجنة الكويتية اليابانية للبيئة سوف تجتمع في طوكيو ‏   ‏الشهر المقبل لمناقشة تقرير فريق خبراء البيئة اليابانيين بشان التلوث الهوائي في ‏   ‏منطقتي الشعيبة وام الهيمان.‏   ‏ وقال الصقر في مؤتمر صحافي ان الفريق الياباني الذي يزور الكويت حاليا قام ‏   ‏بزيارة مجموعة من المصانع الكويتية في هاتين المنطقتين للتعرف على حجم الانبعاثات ‏   ‏الملوثة للبيئة من هذه المصانع واثارها على الحياة البشرية.‏   ‏ واضاف ان الفريق زار الى الان 15 مصنعا ضمن قائمة تضم 27 مصنعا متوقعا ان يتم ‏   ‏الانتهاء من هذه الزيارات بنهاية الاسبوع الحالي حيث سيعود بعدها الفريق الى ‏   ‏اليابان لتحليل النتائج التى توصل اليها على ان يعقد الاجتماع المشترك المشار ‏   ‏اليه الشهر المقبل.‏   ‏ واوضح الصقر انه سيتم خلال اجتماع يونيو الحصول على مجموعة من المقترحات ‏   ‏اليابانية في مجال حماية البيئة من الملوثات الهوائية بالتركيز على منطقتي ‏   ‏الشعيبة وام الهيمان مشيرا الى ان اعمال اللجنة تطوعية ومن حق الهيئة العامة ‏   ‏للبيئة في الكويت الاخذ بها او رفضها.‏   ‏ يذكر ان اللجنة الكويتية اليابانية للبيئة تعتبر احدى اللجان التى انبثقت عن ‏   ‏اللجنة الكويتية اليابانية لرجال الاعمال حيث تتركز مهامها في بحث افضل السبل ‏   ‏التي يمكن ان يتم من خلالها التعاون بين البلدين في مجالات حماية البيئة.‏   ‏ واشار الصقر الى ان فريقا يابانيا اخر سيزور الكويت في اكتوبر المقبل وذلك ‏   ‏لرصد التلوث البيئي الناجم عن محطات الكهرباء وتقطير المياه.‏   ‏ واكد ان التعاون الكويتي الياباني في مجال حماية البيئة على الرغم من قصر عمره ‏   ‏الا انه يتوقع ان يكون له نتائج ايجابية على المدى الطويل بسبب الخبرة الكبيرة ‏   ‏التى يتمتع بها اليابانيون في مجال حماية البيئة سواء الملوثات الهوائية او ‏   ‏الغازية او الصلبة.

 http://www.kuna.net.kw/Story.asp?DSNO=636725
Yemen 
Environmental assessment courses comply with UNEP mandate
SANA'A - The Ministry of Water & Environment and the Environment Protection Authority organized a training course last week on environmental assessment in cooperation with the UNEP. 

EPA Director of Planning & Information Ahmed Malqat said the four-day course was held within the framework of cooperation with the United Nations Environment Program based on a memorandum of understanding signed by the two parties.  

Thirty trainees from different governorates took part in the course, receiving lectures on preparation of environmental assessment reports.

Hajjah announces new protected area
By Observer Staff
HAJJAH – Governor of Hajjah Mohammed Abdullah Al-Harazi announced last week that plans are underway to make the Midi district a natural protected area. 

The Governor added that future plans will focus on developing tourist attractions and archeological sites in the governorate in coordination with the relevant agencies. 

He pointed out that work is being done to restore the Al-Qahira Castle in Hajjah as the official museum of the governorate. 

He added that other service and development projects are currently being implemented in a number of different fields.

http://www.yobserver.com/news/article_777.html
______________________________________________
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Qatar 
Focus on sewage, drainage projects

MINISTER of Municipal Affairs and Agriculture HE Sultan bin Hassan al-Dhabit al-Dousari said yesterday the organisational structure of the ministry would be reconsidered and the law governing it would be discussed with the Planning Council after separation of the public works and urban planning general authorities from the ministry. 

Speaking at a press conference, the minister said the focus was now on upgrading the ministry's performance, especially in sewage services and public hygiene. 

He said the ministry's relationship with the Municipal Council was based on co-operation to serve citizens. 

He said the Public Works General Authority's organisational structure was in the final stage of formulation and various committees had been formed. 

The public works authority would recruit cadres from among Qataris or foreigners in a freer manner to satisfy the need for qualified staff, he said. 

On the treatment of garbage, he said a study was being conducted, noting that the cost of treatment centres was estimated at QR550mn to 600mn. 

The minister said sewage projects and the rain water drainage project were among priorities of the Public Works General Authority. 

Problems related to these issues would be overcome within two years, he said. - QNA 

http://www.gulf-times.com/
Syria 

دراسة المشكلات البيئية في حوض المتوسط 
Regional Workshop on the Assessment of Environmental Problems in the Mediterranean 

ركزت ورشة العمل الاقليمية عن علوم البحار والموارد الطبيعية البحرية التي اقامها المعهد العالي للبحوث البحرية بالتعاون مع الاتحاد الاوروبي والهيئة العامة للاستشعار عن بعد ووزارة الزراعة التي عقدت الاسبوع الماضي على عرض نتائج ابحاث علمية وتجارب اجريت حول موضوع الورشة وقد شارك في القاء المحاضرات 42 باحثا وباحثة من دول فرنسا وايطاليا واليونان وتركيا ولبنان ومصر وتونس والكويت اضافة الى سورية كما شارك في المناقشات 100 مشارك من وزارات الدولة ذات العلاقة وقد خلصت الى مقترحات وتوصيات هامة تمحورت حول ضرورة توسيع دائرة الابحاث المشتركة بين دول المنطقة لدراسة الظواهر والمشاكل البيئية القائمة في البحر المتوسط واستكمال المسح البحري القاعي على طول الجرف القاري السوري الذي بدئ به العام الماضي بالتعاون مع جامعة بيربينيان الفرنسية واشراك سفينة الابحاث السورية الحالية بهذه الاعمال المسحية بعد تزويدها بعدد من الاجهزة ، تعهد باعارتها مؤقتا الوفد الفرنسي المشارك في ورشة العمل وتوسيع المسح البحري ليشكل ايضا دراسة المواصفات الفيزيائية لمياه وقاع البحر وبمبادرة باحثين من تركيا تم الاقتراح ان يتم توسيع نطاق المسح البحري ليشمل خليج اسكندرون وكذلك ضرورة البدء بمشروع بحثي يهدف الى الربط الجيوديناميكي للتراكيب الجيولوجية على اليابسة وفي البحر واشراك الجهات الوطنية ذات العلاقة كهيئة الاستشعار عن بعد والمؤسسة العامة للجيولوجيا وغيرها في هذه الاعمال كما اكدت الورشة على تشجيع المشاريع البحثية طويلة الامد من اجل المراقبة المستمرة للحالة البيئية للبحر المتوسط على اعتبار ان اغلب المشاريع الحالية ذات ديمومة قصيرة ولاتتابع الحالة العامة للبحر وضرورة الاسراع باستكمال جرد الانواع المحلية من الموارد البحرية في دول حوض البحر المتوسط قدر الامكان بسبب تزايد وتيرة هجرة الانواع الحية من البحار المجاورة الى البحر المتوسط وذلك قبل فوات الأوان وتوطن الانواع المهاجرة مكان الانواع المحلية وضرورة الاهتمام بالانواع الحية المرتبطة بالمصاطب البحرية على اعتبار ان اغلبها مدرج على اللائحة الدولية للانواع المهددة بالانقراض بالاضافة الى كون المصاطب البحرية بحد ذاتها هي تراث وطني تنفرد به دول شرق البحر المتوسط وهي مهددة بالنشاطات البشرية المختلفة كما اوصت الورشة بتبني عرض ممثل جامعة قناة السويس في مصر رغبتها في الانضمام لفريق العمل الحالي الذي يضم باحثين من المعهد العالي للبحوث البحرية التابع لجامعة تشرين في سورية ومعهد الفلاحة التونسي والمركز الاغريقي لعلوم البحار في اليونان الذي يقوم بدراسة هجرة الانواع الى البحر المتوسط عبر قناة السويس وخبرات جامعة السويس في الاستزراع السمكي وكذلك تم تبني اقتراح ممثلة اليونان بضرورة انشاء شبكة معلومات تحت اقليمية خاصة بالانواع المهاجرة تضم الدول المطلة على الحوض الشرقي للبحر المتوسط ( الدول العربية على الساحل الشرقي وتركيا واليونان وايطاليا ومصر ) وقد تعهدت بتأسيس الصفحة الالكترونية الخاصة بذلك وتعميمها على المراكز البحثية في الدول المعنية كما تم تبني فكرة ادخال اللغة العربية الى المؤتمر الالكتروني عبر الانترنت حول بيولوجيا الانواع الحية وحالة النظم البيئية في البحر المتوسط الذي سينظمه مركز المحيطات الدولي ­ ايطاليا خلال شهر تشرين الاول القادم بقصد مشاركة قطاع اوسع من الباحثين من وزارات مختلفة في دول المنطقة كما اجمع الباحثون الحاضرون على فكرة عقد المؤتمر الدولي الرابع للعلوم البحرية في شرق البحر المتوسط والبحر الاسود في المعهد العالي للبحوث البحرية وقيام المنسق العلمي للمؤتمر بمراسلة الجهات الدولية الداعمة مالياً للمؤتمر ومنها ( الناتو والاتحاد الاوروبي ) حول ذلك.

http://www.teshreen.com/daily/_local.asp?FileName=20040529181135
ورشة عمل عن تخفيف تدهور الأراضي الساحلية 

Workshop on Reducing Coastal Zones Deterioration

يقيم مشروع تحسين الاراضي في الساحل السوري الذي تقيمه هيئة الاستشعار عن بعد بالتعاون مع الاتحاد الاوروبي والمركز الوطني للاستشعار عن بعد في لبنان ورشة عمل ضمن برنامج المشاركة السكانية هذا اليوم بمدينة القرداحة (في مصلحة الزراعة) وذكر لنا الجيولوجي عيسى فريد علي رئيس فرع الهيئة العامة للاستشعار عن بعد في المنطقة الساحلية ان الهدف من هذه الورشة هو مشاركة السكان المحليين بمشروع تحسين الاراضي في الساحل وزيادة الوعي البيئي لديهم اذ يدعى لهذه الورشة فعاليات الحزب والمنظمات الشعبية واتحاد الفلاحين والشبيبة والاتحاد النسائي والاستماع الى مداخلات السكان وممثليهم حول بدائل اقتصادية تعويضية للسكان المحليين. 

http://www.teshreen.com/daily/_local.asp?FileName=20040530165044
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UNEP/UN in the news

South Africa marks World Environment Week 

Cape Town, South Africa (PANA) - The World Environment Week kicked off Monday in South Africa with Environment Minister Marthinus van Schalkwyk visiting Bird Island off the coast of the Eastern Cape. "There are very few annual events with the appeal or the significance of National Environment Week and we urge every South African in every community to join us in our celebrations," van Schalkwyk said. "The environment in which we live is our single most important shared interest, and it is our common responsibility to protect, conserve and promote," he urged. This year, the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) theme for World Environment Day is "Wanted! Seas and Oceans Dead or Alive" whilst South Africa's national theme is "A Decade of Sustainability - our environment, our Future." The South African theme celebrates the progress and achievements made in key areas of responsible environmental management over the past ten years whilst defining the national resolve to tackle challenges that will be faced in the next decade. The programme is seen as a partnership across sectors of society that collectively and respectively intend to take responsibility for caring for the environment. Other events, ranging from high-level conferences and national declarations, to school projects and community initiatives will culminate on Friday in a high-profile national celebration of World Environment Day at UShaka Marine World, Durban. "National Environment Week aims to encourage people to become active supporters of sustainable and equitable living, to promote awareness and an understanding that communities play a central role in changing attitudes towards environmental issues, and to develop partnerships that will ensure that nations and people enjoy a better quality of life," said Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism director general Dr Crispian Olver.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng044167&dte=01/06/2004
Take Precaution Against GMOs in Food ---Citizens Caution Govt

The NEWS (Monrovia): A cross section of residents in Bong and Margibi Counties want the Government to take precautionary stance in ensuring that Genetically Modified Organisms (GMOs) are not brought into Liberia under dubious circumstances. The residents, which comprised consumer groups, members of the scientific community, government officials, marketers, youth groups and NGOs were quoted as saying that although there are no scientific proofs to determine whether there are GM Crops in Liberia, nevertheless, they were of the view that the long and porous borders and inadequate quarantine mechanisms at the various entry points as well as the presence of rotten rice, meat and poultry parts on the Liberian market were critical issues for concern. They spoke over the weekend during a two-day workshop on Public Awareness and Participation to ensure transparency and confidence on key decisions relating to Biosafety and Modern Biotechnology. In a release Monday, the participants pointed out that in view of the negative and positive aspects of GMOs, any NGO, donor, or supplier wishing to bring Genetically Modified Crops into Liberia should first notify the Government so that the necessary mechanisms can be put in place to advert or reduce the potential risk to human health and the environment. The 120 workshop participants made significant review of the National Biosafety Framework (NBF), its prospects and challenges as well as the role of public awareness and participation in the development process of the National Biosafety Framework, a technical and legal document being drafted by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) with UNEP/GEF support to regulated GMOs. The workshop was sponsored by the Global Environment Facility/United Nations Environment Programme (GEF/UNEP), and implemented by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) of Liberia.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200406011686.html
General Environment News

African water body meets in Kinshasa 

Kinshasa, DR Congo (PANA) - The scientific council of the African Water Association (AWA) has convened in Kinshasa with delegates from several African countries and France to address the challenges of halving the number of persons without clean water by 2015. AWA chairman Lubunga Pene Shako said the convention needed to emphasize ways to improve AWA methods for more efficient yields toward addressing the millennium challenges. He cited a low rate of member contributions and their insufficient participation in activities of the association. Commissions from Côte d'Ivoire, Ghana, Gabon, Morocco, Mauritania, Benin, Senegal, Ethiopia, Swaziland, Central African Republic, Togo, Angola and France are teaming up with the Canadian Clean Water Association to analyze the cooperation action plan for 2004-2005.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng044307&dte=01/06/2004
Initiative to Help Mali Reduce Toll of Natural Disasters

United Nations Development Programme (New York): The Niger and Senegal rivers that flow more than 2,200 kilometres through Mali offer vital resources for development, but heavy rains often trigger floods, such as those during the last two years, that take a toll on lives and property. The country also faces threats such as droughts, livestock diseases and infestations of locusts. One of the world's poorest countries, Mali is all the more vulnerable because it lacks a disaster prevention planning and management framework. To remedy this, the Government, UNDP and other partners are helping the General Directorate of Public Safety and local authorities to meet nature's challenges. The initiative was launched recently in Koulikoro, an industrial centre that is vulnerable to flood damage. It is a hub for rail, road and water transport on the Niger, northeast of Bamako, the capital. Support for the two-year, $650,000 project comes from the Government, local authorities, UNDP and other partners. They will coordinate with civil society organizations, the Ministry of the Interior, local communities and the UN country team to strengthen national rapid reaction capabilities. The project comes out of the consensus reached at the 2002 World Summit on Sustainable Development and the work of the regional bureau of the secretariat of the UN International Strategy for Disaster Reduction, said Anatole Sangaré, Secretary-General of the Ministry of Internal Security and Public Safety.  The initiative will set up a legal framework for managing disaster risks and strengthen the staff skills and organization of the General Directorate of Public Safety and some of its offices. Communities will get information and training on how to prevent and respond to disasters, and local and regional authorities will get help in disaster response planning.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200406011542.html
FDA Seeks Lifting of Sanctions On Timber

The Analyst (Monrovia): The Managing Director of the Forestry Development Authority (FDA), Mr. Dean Eugene Wilson has extended an appeal to the United Nations Security Council(UNSC) to lift the sanctions on Liberia's timber sector. Delivering the keynote address during a Scholarship Fund Drive of the College of Agriculture and Forestry Students Association (CAFSA) at the University of Liberia this weekend, Mr. Wilson said the National Transitional Government of Liberia (NTGL) has effected the necessary reforms of the forest sector and provided resources to build the capacity of the FDA. He said the NTGL through the FDA, is also committed to making communities benefit and encouraging responsible commercial harvesting. The UNSC imposed sanction on Liberia's timber during the Taylor regime, for what it termed as "lack of transparency and accountability in the industry". However since its inception, the NTGL has been instituting some forest reform program, so FDA Managing Director believes the continuous imposition of the sanctions no longer serves any purpose as its original intent and purposes have been served. "The sanction serves no purpose," Mr. Wilson stressed0and added, "quite realistically, the forest of Liberia has been placed at risk due to continuous imposition of sanction. Looting of timber from concession areas through pit-sawing, slashing and burning of our timber species; exploitation of our wide life heritage; and the lack of protection of our National Parks, proclaimed and protected areas due to the shut down of the sector." The FDA boss emphatically stated that the continued imposition of the sanction jeopardizes all interest of our communities, conservation and the commercial interest, as our parks, wildlife and endangered biodiversity remain vulnerable.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200406011138.html
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T U E S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
Head of Iraqi Governing Council to serve as interim president – UN envoy

*
Annan says announcement of new Iraqi Government marks new start 

*
African mission built solid foundation for UN force in Burundi, Annan says

*
UN launches peacekeeping operation in Haiti

*
Annan condemns terror attack in Saudi Arabia

*
Disturbed by violence in Pakistan, Annan calls for steps to stem sectarian strife

*
UN agency launches $16 million appeal for homeless Palestinians in Gaza Strip

*
Palestinian workers gripped by unemployment and poverty, UN agency reports

*
Hundreds flee western Sudan as militia continue attacks, UN refugee agency says

*
Stability returning to Liberia but challenges remain – UN report

*
Liberian ex-president Taylor subject to proceedings before UN-backed court

*
Ethiopia needs funds to help tackle AIDS crisis, UN envoy says

*
UN’s June deadline leads Sierra Leonean refugees to seek repatriation

*
Decent job opportunities critical to global stability, UN official says

*
Renewable energy key to tackling environmental degradation, UN official says

*
Foundations, UN can jointly promote Millennium Development Goals – Fréchette

*
Myanmar: UN rights expert ‘disappointed’ with Government response

*
UN food agency publishes guidelines to protect plants from biotechnology risks

*
Nearly 3 dozen countries face food emergencies, UN agency reports
*
Global events planned to spotlight plight of child domestic labourers, UN says
* * * *

Iraq

1 June – United Nations Special Adviser Lakhdar Brahimi announced today that Sheikh Ghazi Al-Yawar, the current head of Iraq’s Governing Council, will be President of the interim government that will take over from the United States-led Coalition Provisional Authority (CPA) at the end of the month.

That position had been offered to former Foreign Minister Adnan Pachachi but he declined for personal reasons, said Mr. Brahimi, who has been in the country since early May meeting with a broad spectrum of Iraqis to help them agree on the administration that will inherit sovereignty on 30 June and guide the country until elections are held in January 2005.

He also announced the appointment of Ibrahim Jaafari and Rowsch Shaways as deputy presidents. 

Mr. Brahimi said he had given his recommendations for the composition of the Cabinet to Prime Minister Designate Ayad Allawi, who was named on Friday. Mr. Allawi is expected to announce those later today.

The envoy noted that his month-long consultations have involved the Governing Council, the CPA and “a very large number of representatives of the public, including political parties, professional associations, trade unions, tribal and religious leaders, academics and intellectuals, women’s and youth organizations, and others.”

At a ceremony this morning in Baghdad unveiling the new interim government, Mr. Brahimi called the event “the first step of this road which will be, no doubt, long and difficult.

“I believe that those who were chosen to perform this mission will be qualified and effective and capable for it,” he added.

The envoy also told those present that he did not come to Iraq to work as an international civil servant.  “I tried to work as one of you – a brother who believes in this country, a brother who loves this country, a brother who considers this country his, and looks forward to several visits in the future, not for work, but for meeting the brothers and the friends.”

A UN spokesman reported that Mr. Brahimi is now working towards the establishment of a Preparatory Committee for a national conference.

* * *

Iraq

1 June – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today hailed the announcement of Iraq’s interim government as “a new beginning,” while calling for continued vigilance about the country’s security situation.

Speaking to reporters at UN Headquarters in New York, Mr. Annan observed that much effort is still required to meet the challenges of the coming political transition. “Now that the new government is installed, we all need to look forward and work for the handover of sovereignty and power to the Iraqis on 30 June.”

Meanwhile the UN Security Council today scheduled closed-door talks on a new resolution concerning Iraq. 

Commenting on the consultations, the Secretary-General said, “My sense is that most Council members are determined to ensure that Iraq gets full sovereignty.”

Asked about the manner in which the members of the government were named, the Secretary-General noted that the Prime Minister Designate, Ayad Allawi, had been on a list of possible leaders compiled by UN Special Advisor Lakhdar Brahimi. The cabinet selected by Mr. Allawi was also drawn from that list.

Mr. Annan also acknowledged that “the process wasn’t perfect,” but stressed that it constituted progress.

“It was never intended that the UN would go and appoint and impose a government on the Iraqis,” he pointed out. “We had to discuss it with them, and given the circumstances and the factors on the ground, it is not surprising that you have a mix of people from the Governing Council and from outside who are forming the new government.”

The Secretary-General voiced concern over persistent bloodshed in Iraq. “I have no reason to believe that it is going to stop because a government has been designated,” he said.

“I have indicated in my discussions with heads of State, including with President Bush this morning, and also with others that we need to try and bring the violence down because that’s also going to be crucial, not just for the elections, not just for reconstruction, but for the average Iraqi to go about his [business],” he added.

* * *

Burundi

1 June – As more than 2,000 troops from the African Mission in Burundi (AMIB) troops were “re-hatted” today as United Nations forces, Secretary-General Kofi Annan hailed the continent’s leadership in laying a solid foundation for the peace process.

At a ceremony in the capital, Bujumbura, AMIB chief Ambassador Mamadou Bah handed over command of the African troops safeguarding the peace after an 11-year civil war to the Special Representative of the Secretary-General, Ambassador Berhanu Dinka.

In a statement released by his spokesman in New York, the Secretary-General voiced appreciation for the AMIB contingents and welcomed the fact that they will participate in the UN Operation in Burundi (ONUB) along with additional contingents from other countries.

The Burundian people “must now accelerate their efforts and work closely together to address urgent priorities such as preparations for the elections, the disarmament and demobilization of combatants and the reform of the security sector,” he said.

The Secretary-General repeated his hope that FNL (Rwasa), a faction led by Agathon Rwasa, would use the opportunity to join the peace process “in the interest of the long-suffering people of Burundi.”

The 2,612 AMIB troops from Ethiopia, Mozambique and South Africa formed the first contingent of a UN force that will number 5,650 military personnel, including 200 military observers and 120 civilian police, and up to 1,000 national and international civilian staff. 

By mid-June the other contingents are slated to arrive from other countries, notably Pakistan and Nepal. The Security Council created UNOB, with an initial mandate of six months, by a resolution it approved on 21 May. It is headed by UN Deputy Emergency Relief Coordinator Carolyn McAskie.

* * *

Haiti

1 June – The United Nations Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH), which was formally launched today, will assist the people of Haiti on numerous levels in tackling the complex challenges they face, UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today. 

The Mission shows the international community’s commitment to Haiti and reflects that commitment in its mandate, size and structure, he said in a speech delivered by Special Advisor on Haiti Reginald Dumas at Haiti’s Police Academy, as authority was transferred from the United States-led Multinational Interim Force (MIF) to MINUSTAH.

“The United Nations thus stands ready to work with Haiti and its people to overcome the current critical situation and to ensure a sustainable future,” Mr. Annan said.

He noted that weapons have proliferated and the rule of law and public security must be restored, while basic services require urgent rehabilitation and jobs are scarce.

“This dire economic and humanitarian situation is compounded by the recent flooding, which took many lives and caused extensive damage,” he said, extending condolences to those who lost relatives and friends in last week’s flash floods.

Mr. Annan commended the MIF for its efforts to stabilize a precarious security situation since 29 February, when President Jean-Bertrand Aristide and his family left the country, and expressed his appreciation for the support it would provide to MINUSTAH during the 30-day transition period.

The UN Mission, under an as-yet unnamed Special Representative of the Secretary-General, is mandated to coordinate its operations with the Organization of American States (OAS) and the Caribbean Community (CARICOM).

Among its tasks, MINUSTAH should establish a secure and stable environment, foster democratic governance and institutional development, assist Haiti’s Transitional Government in organizing free and fair municipal, parliamentary and presidential elections as soon as possible, strengthen the rule of law and support the country’s human rights institutions and groups. 

“I am encouraged by the political will demonstrated by the Government to succeed in the transition and put Haiti on the path of democracy and sustainable development,” Mr. Annan said. “The international community must do its part and remain engaged for the long term, both politically and financially.”

“It must seek creative ways to assist Haitians, based on lessons learned, while leaving the ownership of the process firmly in the hands of the Haitian people,” he added.

MINUSTAH is the fifth UN mission mounted for Haiti since 1993.

Brazilian Lieutenant-General Augusto Ribeiro-Pereira has been named as Force Commander of the new mission, which is receiving personnel from Argentina, Benin, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Croatia, France, Guatemala, Nepal, Paraguay, Peru, Rwanda, the United States and Uruguay.

* * *

Saudi Arabia

1 June – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan has condemned “in the strongest possible terms” the terrorist attack this weekend on a residential compound in Khobar, Saudi Arabia.

Twenty-two people were reportedly killed, many others wounded and scores taken hostage in the incident.

In a statement released today by his spokesman, Mr. Annan voiced hope that the Saudi authorities “will thoroughly investigate this attack and bring the perpetrators to justice.”

He also conveyed his condolences and expressed his sympathy to the families of the victims.  

* * *

Pakistan

1 June – Condemning recent violence in Karachi, Pakistan, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today called for measures to shield civilians and foster understanding among different communities.

Over the last two days, a religious leader was murdered and a mosque was bombed in the coastal city. In addition, disturbances marred the funeral procession for those killed in the blast. 

“The Secretary-General condemns in the strongest terms terrorist acts that target innocent civilians and places of worship as well as attempts to sow sectarian discord and strife,” his spokesman said in a statement released in New York.

“He hopes that the necessary steps will be taken to protect innocent lives and calls for inter-communal partnerships to foil the policy of hate and violence,” the statement said.

* * *

UNRWA

1 June – Citing a “very grave humanitarian crisis,” the main United Nations relief agency helping Palestine refugees has appealed for nearly $16 million to meet the immediate cash, food and housing needs of the people of Rafah in the Gaza Strip after Israeli military raids last month left thousands there homeless. 

“In the hardest-hit place in the Gaza Strip there are few places to turn for assistance,” UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA) Commissioner-General Peter Hansen said yesterday.

“Rafah was always a poor place. It is now a devastated place,” he added. “Hundreds of destitute families are relying on UNRWA and the international community to come forward and help them cope with a very grave humanitarian crisis.”

UNRWA needs $15.84 million to help hundreds of families who have lost their homes, had a breadwinner killed or wounded, or who are in need of ongoing medical care. The agency said 3,500 people lost their residence through demolition or because they were rendered uninhabitable in May alone. 

Since the latest Palestinian uprising against Israeli occupation started in September 2000, more than 21,000 people have been left homeless in the Gaza Strip. To rehouse all of those still needing shelter in Gaza, UNRWA would need $38.5 million.

* * *

Middle East

1 June – Joblessness continues to grip Palestinians in the Occupied Arab Territories, reaching an average of 35 per cent, the United Nations International Labour Organization (ILO) said in a new report released today.

The agency found that tight restrictions on the movement of persons, goods and services were causing “severe losses in production, employment and income.”

“The reality of life in the territories is one of strangulation of the economy,” said ILO Director-General Juan Somavia in a preface to the report, prepared by a recent high-level mission to the areas. “Poverty continues to grip Palestinian communities, relieved only by large-scale international assistance.”

Unemployment in the last quarter of 2003 hit 20.7 per cent in the West Bank and 31.9 per cent in Gaza, a slight improvement over 2002, the report said, adding that close to 290,000 persons were unemployed or discouraged from looking for work. 

Noting that “a valid work permit is no guarantee of actual employment, particularly for those workers who have to enter Israel to work,” the report said mobility restrictions continue to intensify because of the new West Bank separation wall.

“The delays, increased costs and loss of earnings that result from road closures, prolonged security checks and curfews hamper economic activity of all kinds, thus reducing family incomes,” Mr. Somavia said. “No sustained recovery of the economy is possible while this situation prevails.”

On the positive side, the report cites some improved mobility in the West Bank, while cautioning that in some areas the situation “clearly remains volatile.” One out of three Palestinians said reaching their place of work was “difficult, very difficult or impossible” in March, compared to 50 per cent in August 2003. In Gaza, 14.4 per cent said they had problems with mobility compared to nearly 30 per cent last August.

The ILO has an ongoing technical cooperation programme for the Occupied Arab Territories. In addition, the agency has allocated $1 million to the Palestinian Fund for Employment and Social Protection, which serves to coordinate assistance for jobs creation in the West Bank and Gaza.

* * *

Sudan

1 June – Hundreds of Sudanese fleeing attacks by Janjaweed militias in the western Darfur area must be transferred to refugee camps located well away from the Chadian border before the rainy season begins, the United Nations refugee agency said today.

Nearly 81,000 refugees are now living in the seven camps in eastern Chad, UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) spokesman Kris Janowski told the press in Geneva.

The figure is up from some 78,000, the total UNHCR gave last Friday.

In the Sennette area, near the Chadian border town of Birak, a UNHCR team is pre-registering 250 new refugees who said the Janjaweed militia attacked their villages last Saturday afternoon, he said.

Those refugees, mainly women and children, walked all night, crossed the border and built makeshift shelters in Chad, Mr. Janowski said. They are slated to be relocated further west in Mille camp.

Today 14,000 registered refugees in the northern border town of Bahai are receiving sorghum, oil and beans from the UN World Food Programme (WFP).

Meanwhile, the existing camp in Kounoungo, which houses over 8,200 refugees, would be extended to shelter a further 4,000, Mr. Janowski said.

* * *

Liberia

1 June – United Nations troops have made steady progress in stabilizing Liberia and are now deployed almost throughout the country but challenges remain as the country attempts to consolidate peace, Secretary-General Kofi Annan says in a report released today.

Noting a number of positive developments, Mr. Annan hails the establishment of an interim national police force and the launching of the selection of recruits for the new Liberian Police Service. 

“The efforts to rehabilitate the judiciary, reform the corrections system and facilitate the extension of State administration throughout Liberia are similarly making progress,” Mr. Annan writes. The increasingly stable security situation has resulted in an improved human rights situation and facilitated wider humanitarian access, he adds.

At the same time, the report cautions that “many daunting challenges still lie ahead.” The security situation could turn volatile again before the disarmament and demobilization of combatants is completed and the programme for the longer-term, sustained reintegration of ex-soldiers gathers momentum. 

In addition, the Government’s capacity to deliver services and extend its authority throughout the country remains “extremely limited,” the report notes. The country’s national resources must be managed properly in order to generate “sorely needed” national revenue.

Mr. Annan also appeals for global assistance for Liberia’s peace process. “The programme for the reintegration of former combatants and the repatriation of non-Liberian combatants will equally require the generous support of the international community,” he says.

“Without an effective reintegration programme, the entire disarmament, demobilization, rehabilitation and reintegration programme could be seriously undermined, possibly resulting in renewed insecurity in the country,” he warns.

* * *

Liberia

1 June – The Appeals Chamber of the United Nations-sponsored Special Court for Sierra Leone has ruled that the former Liberian President Charles Taylor is subject to its criminal proceedings even though he was in office at the time of his indictment in March 2003.

“We hold that the official position of the Applicant as an incumbent Head of State at the time when these criminal proceedings were initiated against him is not a bar to his prosecution by this Court,” Court President Justice Emmanuel Ayoola, who last week succeeded Acting President Justice Renate Winter, said yesterday in Freetown. 

Mr. Taylor’s defence counsel had argued that under customary international law, he was immune from prosecution by virtue of his position. It also said the Special Court was a Sierra Leonean national institution, not an international one.

The Chamber re-affirmed a decision of 16 March that the Special Court was not national, but was properly constituted under international law.

Charles Taylor, currently in exile in Calabar, Nigeria, faces a 17-count indictment for war crimes and crimes against humanity committed during the 14-year conflict in Sierra Leone.

The charges include terrorizing the civilian population, unlawful killings, sexual violence, physical violence, forced conscription of child soldiers, abductions, forced labour, looting and burning, and attacks on peacekeeping personnel.

According to Special Court Prosecutor David Crane, the Presidents of Guinea and Côte d’Ivoire have declared support for the Court’s legal proceedings against Mr. Taylor. “The support of West African leaders is important to its ability to successfully meet its mandate in seeking justice for all West Africans,” the Prosecutor said last month.

* * *

HIV/AIDS

1 June – Ethiopia has taken crucial steps to fight the HIV/AIDS pandemic, but the east African country urgently needs external assistance if its efforts are to meet with success, a senior United Nations official said today.

Just back from a visit to Africa’s second most populous country, Stephen Lewis, the Secretary-General’s Special Envoy for HIV/AIDS in Africa, said some 2 million to 3 million people of the nearly 70 million living in Ethiopia are infected with the virus. 

Stressing the need to assist the nation, he said the Government is seeking $400 million from the Global Fund on AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria. “The possibilities of widespread treatment in Ethiopia hang on the availability of resources,” he stressed. 

On the positive side, he said Ethiopians are embracing HIV testing and counselling. The UN Development Programme (UNDP) has also initiated “community conversations” on the once-taboo topics of HIV/AIDS, female genital mutilation, bride sharing, polygamy, child marriage, condoms and women’s rights.

Mr. Lewis also urged action to assist the roughly 1 million Ethiopian children orphaned by AIDS. “They are on the verge of a tremendous crisis,” he warned, voicing particular concern about the children’s lack of access to education due to unaffordable school fees. 

He also drew attention to the larger need for universal free primary education. “I’ve asked publicly countless times why it isn’t possible to launch a continent-wide campaign to abolish fees,” he said. “I fail to see why we should all stand by while children are denied their childhood and their prospects for the future.”  

“A school would put orphan children in regular contact with adults again, restore a sense of self-worth, provide a place of security, perhaps offer a meal at lunch, and ignite the wonders of friendship,” he said. 

* * *

Sierra Leone

1 June – With the deadline for the United Nations-sponsored repatriation of refugees looming, the pace of organized return home by Sierra Leoneans is picking up, the UN High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR) said today.

A convoy of 14 trucks carrying 353 refugees from Liberia was scheduled to arrive today, while the largest number to date – 718 people – came to the Zimmi way station in southern Sierra Leone on Friday. Another 614 arrived earlier last week. UNHCR said.

The agency has repatriated over 120,000 Sierra Leonean refugees since the decade of civil war ended in 2001, mostly from Liberia and Guinea, with 3,700 of them returning home this year alone. 

Under an agreement among the members of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), the Sierra Leonean refugees who chose to stay in Liberia can do so legally, the agency noted.

* * *
ILO

1 June – Making globalization fair, creating jobs and promoting development through providing decent work are the foundations for global stability, the Director-General of the United Nations International Labour Organization (ILO) said today as the agency opened its annual conference in Geneva.

Juan Somavia said the ILO can build a foundation for the future by promoting “employment as the main route out of poverty.”

The annual ILO conference oversees compliance with international labour standards and establishes the agency’s budget. The gathering also fosters debate on global social and labour questions.

Delegates are slated to discuss a new role for the ILO in shaping a fair and equitable globalization. They will also examine a programme of action for migrant workers. The situation of workers in the Occupied Territories, Myanmar and other countries will come under scrutiny, as will employment conditions in the world’s fishing sector.

* * *

UNEP

1 June – Renewable sources of energy hold the key to tackling the twin scourges of poverty and ecological degradation, the head of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) said today.

Calling these threats the “two-headed hydra threatening the very fabric of our economic and democratic systems,” Klaus Toepfer issued a strong appeal to provide clean energy to the poorest of the poor. 

“Even small improvements to the type and quality of energy available for rural communities in developing countries can produce significant environmental, economic and social outcomes,” Mr. Toepfer said in a statement released in connection with the opening today in Bonn of the International Conference for Renewable Energies.

The UNEP chief stressed the need for a financial and political commitment to change, calling for investments in technology, people and skills for sustainable development. 

“Let’s be very clear: the many different forms of renewable energy will not enter the mainstream without substantially more support for research and development, better incentives, and further developed markets where the environmental and social costs are included in the price of energy,” he said.

Governments gathered in Bonn to discuss the potential of renewable energies would have the chance to “learn about rapidly evolving technologies, exchange ideas, discover new opportunities, and ‘invent’ a new future,” he said.

* * *

Millennium Development Goals

1 June – Charitable foundations can play a crucial role in fostering progress towards reaching the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) – a key set of antipoverty targets adopted at a United Nations summit meeting in 2000, Deputy Secretary-General Louise Fréchette has said.

In a speech to the European Foundation Centre’s annual assembly in Athens on Sunday, Ms. Fréchette stressed that the MDGs – which range from halving extreme poverty to halting the spread of major diseases and providing universal primary education all by 2015 – are ambitious but not utopian. 

The UN and foundations share the same objective: “the work for human dignity, freedom and solidarity, for tolerance, respect for nature and shared responsibility.” 

While hailing the MDGs as “a powerful catalyst for change,” she cautioned that overall progress has been “uneven at best.” In order to achieve greater results, democratic governance, sound development strategies and a true partnership of developed and developing countries are critical.

The Deputy Secretary-General also underscored the role being played by those outside of government, including charitable foundations. She called attention to the work of the UN Office for International Partnerships, which was first established to channel $1 billion donated to the UN by CNN founder Ted Turner, and has since served to inspire other foundations and philanthropists “to work with the UN in areas ranging from education to maternal health to biodiversity.”

“The United Nations is truly transforming the way it works with the outside world,” she told those present. “We stand ready to welcome you, and work with you.”

* * *

Myanmar

1 June – A United Nations expert tracking the human rights situation in Myanmar today voiced “disappointment” with the lack of cooperation on the part of the country’s authorities with his work.

Paulo Sergio Pinheiro has twice asked to visit Myanmar since last November, “without much success so far,” according to a statement released today in Geneva. All dates he has suggested have so far been rejected by the authorities. 

Concerning current developments, Mr. Pinheiro today voiced concern about plans for Myanmar’s National Convention, noting that steps had not been taken to “ensure minimum democratic conditions” for that event. 

“Without the participation of the National League of Democracy (NLD) and other political parties that won the majority of seats in the 1990 elections, the present National Convention has lost a unique opportunity for embracing a genuinely free, transparent and inclusive process involving all political parties, ethnic nationalities and members of civil society,” he said.

The expert also reiterated his earlier assertion that if the ruling State Peace and Development Council wants to promote a genuine process of political transition, it must immediately restore basic political rights and freedoms, including the release of the NLD leaders, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and U Tin Oo.

“The NLD party offices should be reopened, all other political prisoners must be released immediately and unconditionally, and there should be no more arrests or punishment for peaceful political activities,” he stressed.

* * *

FAO

1 June – Responding to developments in biotechnology, the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) announced today publication of a new set of guidelines to determine if a living modified organism (LMO) poses a hazard to plants.

“Internationally accepted guidelines will help countries to reduce the risks of releasing LMOs that are weedy and could seriously harm our crop and plant ecosystems,” said Niek van der Graaff, Chief of the FAO Plant Protection Service said.

Some 130 countries have adopted this unique international standard on how to assess the risks of LMOs to plants, FAO said. With some LMOs there is a potential risk of introducing a gene that could cause a normal plant to become a weed, it noted. The guidelines also cover other LMOs that may be harmful to plants, such as insects, fungi and bacteria.

A commission of the governing body of the International Plant Protection Convention, which helps to stop the spread of pests and diseases affecting plants, adopted the guidelines in April. 

The new guidelines will help countries assess the risks of LMOs and determine whether some should be considered as weeds or other organisms that damage plants. Their introduction could then be regulated in order to protect crops and ecosystems.

The guidelines harmonize and standardize the way countries analyse risks that LMOs may pose to plant health. They can be used to determine which LMOs pose a threat and, if necessary, can subsequently prohibit or restrict their import and domestic use. This is of particular value to developing countries, which can now use the same risk analysis criteria as developed countries.

* * *

Food security

31 May – Thirty-five countries now face serious food shortages, including two dozen in Africa, according to a report released today by the United Nations Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO).

The May issue of “Foodcrops and Shortages,” a publication of the Global Information and Early Warning System, blames the situation largely on civil conflict and adverse weather, particularly drought. It also notes that in many of these countries, the HIV/AIDS pandemic is a major contributing factor.

In western Sudan, civil conflict which has displaced over 1 million people is leading to a grave humanitarian crisis, the agency warns.

Desert locusts remain a serious threat to crops in northern and western Africa, where control operations are hampered by a lack of resources, according to the report.

In southern Africa, delayed, inadequate and erratic rains caused flood damage and left many people in need of emergency food aid to survive. Zimbabwe could face acute food shortages as early estimates of 2004 food production indicate a potential deficit of up to 1 million tonnes of cereals.

The report also warns that a serious humanitarian crisis continues in North Korea because of chronic food shortages. Donations have still left 600,000 core beneficiaries without their full rations in April, and new pledges are urgently needed to cover needs over the next six months.

According to the report, Sri Lanka has been seriously affected by drought with rice production falling 18 per cent in 2004. Thousands of families are in need of food assistance there.

The FAO reports that food assistance deliveries in Haiti had been returning to normal following improved security, until torrential rains and severe flooding struck that country as well as the Dominican Republic.

Food assistance continues to be delivered in several Central American countries to rural families affected by a depressed coffee sector, the study found. 

* * *

Child Labour

31 May – With rap music and pinwheels, marches and solemn statements, numerous organizations across the planet will mark the third World Day Against Child Labour on 12 June this year with a specific focus on efforts to spare young people from working as domestics, the United Nations Labour Organization (ILO) has announced.

As part of the commemorative events, the agency will launch a new report in Geneva entitled, “Helping Hands or Shackled Lives? Understanding Child Domestic Labour and Responses to It.”

The ILO says that most children employed in other people’s homes are “grossly exploited and abused.” While the practice is sometimes rationalized as a “better” alternative for children from poor families, the study recommends feasible and realistic action to help these youngsters.

“It is vital that child domestic labour, so often neglected because exploitation and abuse takes place behind closed doors, receives attention,” said June Kane, the report’s author. “We have to remind ourselves that children are not just doing ‘odd jobs;’ they are in a workplace – even if it is someone else’s home.”

Among the global activities planned to mark the Day are a rap music performance by children in Niger as well as a special march in Brazil, the ILO said. Nepal will use the occasion to launch a major social mobilization campaign to change general perceptions about child labour.

* *** *

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon,

**Guest at Noon
It’s always a pleasure to have Stephen Lewis with us.  He’s our guest today; he’ll be coming up here in a few minutes.  He, of course, is the Secretary-General’s Special Envoy for HIV/AIDS in Africa, and he has recently been in Addis Ababa.  And he’ll be talking to you about that.

**Iraq - Secretary-General
The announcement of an Iraqi interim government today marks a new beginning and not an end, the Secretary-General told reporters on his way into the Building today.

He said that he wanted to add his voice to those who are welcoming the Iraqi people for designating a new government.

Asked about the impression that his envoy Lakhdar Brahimi did not get his way in choosing the government, the Secretary-General answered that, after extensive consultations, Brahimi had produced a list and that the Prime Minister came from that very list.  He added that many members of the government also came from Brahimi’s list. 

Answering questions critical of the process by which this government was chosen, and especially the presence of many Governing Council members in this government, the Secretary-General said it was not perfect and that Brahimi worked in a difficult environment.  He went on to stress that the UN has done exactly what it had set out to do.  “It was never intended”, he said, “that the UN would go and appoint and impose a government on the Iraqis.”

The Secretary-General agreed that there were members of the Governing Council in the new government, but stressed that were also some new faces.  And he said, “We should look at the government as a whole, not at individual names.”  We have the full text of that press encounter upstairs.

**Brahimi
At the ceremony this morning in Baghdad unveiling the new Iraqi government, Lakhdar Brahimi said “this was the first step of this road which will be, no doubt, long and difficult, but I believe that those who were chosen to perform this mission will be qualified and effective and capable for it”.

In closing, he told the audience that he did not come to Iraq to work as an international civil servant.  He said, “I tried to work as one of you; a brother who believes in this country, a brother who loves this country, a brother who considers this country his, and looks forward to several visits in the future, not for work, but for meeting the brothers and the friends.”

Brahimi is now working towards the establishment of the Preparatory Committee for the national conference. 

And he is also expected to hold a press conference in Baghdad tomorrow. 

**Burundi
On Burundi, a new UN peacekeeping mission came into being today.  The UN Operation in Burundi took over command of some 2,000 troops, which had been working under an African Union mandate. 

At the handover ceremony in the capital Bujumbura, Ambassador Berhanu Dinka, who currently heads the UN office, read a message from the Secretary-General in which he praised the accomplishments of the African mission and urged the various parties in Burundi to intensify their efforts to work for a durable restoration of peace in the country. 

He also stressed that the United Nations is determined to see this operation succeed and invited the Burundian political leaders to assume their responsibility and work urgently for compromise. 

The new UN force will eventually be comprised of more than 5,000 military personnel, 120 civilian police, and up to 1,000 national and international civilian staff.  We have a press release on that upstairs.

**Statement Attributable to Spokesman for Secretary-General
The following statement attributable to the Spokesman regards the new mission in Burundi:

“The Secretary-General welcomes the official transfer of authority from the African Mission in Burundi (AMIB) to the United Nations Operation in Burundi (ONUB), which was established by the Security Council by its resolution of 21 May.  The success of AMIB is evident and laid a solid foundation on which to further advance the peace process.

“The Secretary-General believes that it is up to the Burundian people and their leaders to take advantage of this significant opportunity of renewed international commitment to Burundi to bring about a durable peace.  They must now accelerate their efforts and work closely together to address urgent priorities such as preparations for the elections, the disarmament and demobilization of combatants and the reform of the security sector.  The Secretary-General also hopes that FNL (Rwasa) will use this opportunity to join the peace process in the interest of the long-suffering people of Burundi.

“Finally, the Secretary-General extends his heartfelt appreciation to the contingents of AMIB for their dedicated service to the cause of peace in Burundi, under very difficult conditions.  He is pleased that they will participate in ONUB, to be joined by additional contingents from other countries.  ONUB, together with the African Union and other friends of Burundi, will lead the renewed effort of the United Nations to assist Burundi in meeting the difficult tasks ahead.  The Secretary-General calls on the international community to contribute generously to the national reconciliation and reconstruction efforts in Burundi.”

**UN Mission in Haiti Goes into Action
The UN Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH) was formally established this morning in Port au Prince.

At a ceremony held in the PoliceAcademy, the Secretary-General’s Special Advisor for Haiti, Reginald Dumas, conveyed a message from the Secretary-General, in which he noted that Haitians were facing many immediate challenges and expectations were running high.  While the new Mission did not claim to bring solutions to all those challenges, he said, it would be multidimensional to help Haitians address the complex range of issues they face.

As foreseen in Security Council resolution 1542, authority has been transferred from the Multinational Interim Force (MIF) to the UN Mission today. The current MIF troops will, however, remain for a transition period of 30 days.

The Secretary-General has informed the Security Council of his intention to appoint Lieutenant-General Augusto Ribeiro-Pereira of Brazil as force commander of the new mission. 

He has also informed the Security Council that a number of countries have agreed to provide military personnel to the Mission, namely:  Argentina, Benin, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Croatia, France, Nepal, Paraguay, Peru, Rwanda, United States and Uruguay.  The text of the Secretary-General’s message is available upstairs.

**Statement Attributable to Spokesman for Secretary-General
We have the following statement regarding the attack in Saudi Arabia over the weekend:

“The Secretary-General is appalled by the terrorist attack this weekend on a residential compound in Khobar, Saudi Arabia, in which 22 people were reportedly killed, many others wounded and scores taken hostage.  He condemns this attack in the strongest possible terms.  He conveys his heartfelt condolences and expresses his sympathy to the families of the victims.  He hopes that the Saudi authorities will thoroughly investigate this attack and bring the perpetrators to justice.”

**Statement Attributable to Spokesman for Secretary-General
And finally, the last statement of the day; this is regarding the violence in Pakistan:

“The Secretary-General is very disturbed by the reports of violence in Karachi, Pakistan, in the last two days, including the murder of a religious leader on Sunday, the bombing of a mosque on Monday and the disturbances that took place today during funeral processions for those killed in Monday’s attack. 

“He condemns in the strongest terms terrorist acts that target innocent civilians and places of worship as well as attempts to sow sectarian discord and strife.  He hopes that the necessary steps will be taken to protect innocent lives and calls for inter-communal partnerships to foil the policy of hate and violence.”

**Security Council
Today is the first day of the Philippine presidency of the Security Council for the month of June.

The Council President, Ambassador Lauro Baja of the Philippines, is holding bilateral consultations with members today.

Ambassador Baja is scheduled to speak with you about the June programme at  1 p.m. tomorrow.

**UNRWA
Out of the Middle East, following weeks of the most intense destruction in Gaza since the start of the intifada, the UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East- – UNRWA -– today launched an appeal to the international community for $15.84 million to meet the immediate needs of the people of Rafah.

Launching the appeal, UNRWA’s chief, Peter Hansen, said:  “In the hardest-hit place in the Gaza Strip, there are few places to turn for assistance.  Rafah was always a poor place.  It is now a devastated place.  Hundreds of destitute families are relying on UNRWA and the international community.”

The Agency says the funds will be used to provide emergency cash, food and housing assistance to the hundreds of families who have lost their homes, had a breadwinner killed or wounded, or who are in need of ongoing medical care.  We have a press release and the appeal available upstairs.

**Darfur
On Darfur, hundreds of Sudanese refugees from the Darfur region of Sudan are still arriving in eastern Chad every week, and the UN refugee agency’s efforts to transfer the refugees to camps away from the border continue with more than 80,900 people in the camps so far.

**Secretary-General/UNMIL Report
In his latest report on the UN Mission in Liberia, the Secretary-General notes that the Mission continues to make steady progress in stabilizing the country and in creating the necessary security conditions for the full implementation of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement.

He adds that the programme of reintegration of former combatants and the repatriation of non-Liberian combatants will require the generous support of the international community –- and that without this support, we could see renewed insecurity in the country and in the region.  His report is on the racks.

**Sierra Leone Special Court/Taylor
The Appeals Chamber of the Special Court for Sierra Leone ruled yesterday that former Liberian President Charles Taylor was and is subject to criminal proceedings before the Court. 

The Appeals Chamber found that Taylor’s official position as an incumbent head of State at the time when the proceedings were initiated against him isn’t a bar to his prosecution.

Yesterday’s decision reaffirmed an early decision delivered in March.  We have a press release on that.

**FAO/Food Shortages
The number of countries facing serious food shortages last month declined to 35 from 38 in February, according to a report released yesterday by the Food and Agriculture Organization. 

But, the report adds, in Africa the number of countries needing food aid remains unchanged at 24.

The report blames civil conflict, adverse weather, particularly drought, for much of the food shortages, but adds that in many of these countries, the HIV/AIDS pandemic is a major contributing factor.  We have more in a press release on that. 

**UNEP/Climate Change
We have upstairs a statement issued by Klaus Toepfer, the Executive Director of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), in connection with the opening today of the International Conference for Renewable Energies in Bonn, Germany. 

In his statement, Toepfer warns of the dangers posed by environmental degradation and poverty to long-term national and international security.  We have his statement available upstairs.

**Deputy Secretary-General in Athens
Deputy Secretary-General Louise Fréchette attended the annual assembly of the European Foundation in Athens on Sunday. 

She focused her presentation of the Millennium Development Goals, stressing that in every region, and at every level, the goals are proving to be a powerful catalyst for change. 

She also noted that the United Nations is truly transforming the way it works with the outside world.  We have the text of her message upstairs.

**World Chronicle Television Programme
Finally, the Public Information Department asked me to tell you that World Chronicle programme 937, featuring Dr. Bhadrasain Vikram, a radiation oncologist of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), will be shown today at 3:30 p.m. on in-house television channels 3 and 31.

Liz, you were the first to put your hand up.  The last to arrive, but the first to put your hand up.

**Questions and Answers
Question:   Fred, George Bush just said that Lakhdar Brahimi was the quarterback in the whole Iraqi government election process.  What position would the UN say Brahimi played?

Spokesman:  I think the Secretary-General said to you this morning that Mr. Brahimi put together an extensive list of names of possible political leaders for Iraq following consultations far and wide throughout the country.  Those lists were submitted to the people making the decisions -– the Coalition Provisional Authority (CPA), first and foremost, and the Iraqi Governing Council, both of which had invited Mr. Brahimi to Iraq to help them in the selection of these leaders.  If you want to call that a quarterback, it’s up to you.  That wouldn’t be...(Interrupted)

Question:   Are you saying that the CPA was the one who made the decision?

Spokesman:  The CPA governs the country.  Please do not forget the context in which Mr. Brahimi was working.  The Governing Council...(Interrupted).

Question:   ...(Inaudible) contradicting what Mr. Bush had said earlier.

Spokesman:  ...The Governing Council, appointed by the CPA but with considerable input from Sergio de Mello, was a reasonably representative body.  Mr. Brahimi went there to broaden that representation further by consulting widely with Iraqis of every stripe.  So, the...(Interrupted).

Question:   So Mr. Brahimi didn’t make the selection as Mr. Bush has said?

Spokesman:  Mr. Brahimi did not go there to make the selection.  He went there to advise and to consult; which is what he was asked to do.  Yes, Warren?

Question:   Fred, the Security Council ambassadors have been making known in recent days and weeks their eagerness to find out as much as they can about this new government.  They want to know their needs, their acceptability among Iraqis, that sort of thing.  My question is:  Will Lakhdar Brahimi start informing them while he is still in Baghdad?  Is there a way to do that?  Or must it be an appearance before the Security Council?  And if it is the latter, do you have any idea how soon it will be back here to talk to the Security Council?

Spokesman:  I think what Council members have been saying is that they want to talk to the Iraqi leaders directly.  And so I think it is the intention for certain of those members of the new interim government to come to New York to address the Council.  I don’t think they’ve agreed yet among themselves as to who will come and when.  I believe in Baghdad, however, bios or CVs of all those named today were made available.  I don’t know if we’ll ever get that documentation here.  But certainly in Baghdad, you can review the backgrounds of all these individuals and evaluate them for yourselves.  Abdurrahim?

Question:   President Bush said a little while ago that nothing would happen on the new resolution until the new government in Iraq has had its say about it.  How will Lakhdar Brahimi and the rest of the world know to what extent this new government is popular with the Iraqis and to what extent it can actually, therefore, speak for them in the Security Council?  And number two; the new caretaker government in Iraq is obviously full of heavyweights who are full of political ambition.  How comfortably does that sit with Lakhdar Brahimi’s previous position that he wanted technocrats who do not necessarily have any political ambition as far as the election to be held at the end of the year is concerned?

Spokesman:  Again, I am not sure that “technocrats” is something that 
Mr. Brahimi emphasized so much as competent people with integrity.  And how he feels about this particular government, I think you should ask him.  As we said, he is going to give a press conference tomorrow.  Your first question was?

Question:   It’s about the popularity of...

Spokesman:  Well, the Council members will have to make their call based on what they see as the popular reaction to this new government.  I believe some of them have indicated they want perhaps as much as two weeks to judge the acceptability of this new government.  So, let’s just watch and see how it plays out on the street. 

Question:   And for those of us who are soccer fans, can you translate “quarterback” into soccer language for us?

Spokesman:  (Laughter) I don’t know enough about soccer to tell you, sorry.  Edie?

Question:   Fred, going back to Ambassador Brahimi’s schedule.  We know he is giving a press conference in Baghdad tomorrow.  Is he then hopping on a plane and coming back here to brief the Security Council?  And also, there have been some reports that Mr. Zebari, who was the Foreign Minister, I guess in both the old and the new government, was on his way here.  Have you heard anything about that?

Spokesman:  We have not heard about whether Mr. Zebari might be on his way here.  And as I said a few minutes ago, I don’t sense that a decision has yet been made in Baghdad.  But we’d have to let the new government speak for itself.  And Mr. Brahimi, my sense is that he is now focusing on the preparatory committee.  This would help set up the national council, a kind of broad consultative body that would meet in mid-July, I think is the intention, to allow Iraqis of all sectors of society to begin interacting in a way they have not been able to before.  So, I don’t think that following the press conference he is going to be on a plane.  And I don’t think he could predict today exactly how long it might take to finish this work with the preparatory committee. 

Question:   So, one can reasonably expect he’s going to be in Baghdad for another little while?

Spokesman:  Another little while, and we’ll check with him each day to see how, you know, much progress he is making and when he thinks he might be ready to come back to New York.  Let me take... well, Liz and then Ricardo, and then when Sylviane turns off her phone, we’ll go to her then. 

Question:   On a slightly different topic, you may have heard of this book written by UN field workers called “Emergency Sex”.  Is there a comment from the UN on this book?

Spokesman:  It has been... the manuscript has been read by senior people here at the UN; and frankly, we found it a sensational and selective account of peacekeeping.  I think it greatly simplifies our mission in Cambodia for one, by focusing on a few bad apples.  I don’t know if any of you would have any interest in talking to someone else who might have been on that mission.  I see in the back Susan Manuel, whom I first met in western Slovenia where she was the UN representative.  But she also served in Cambodia.  I won’t ask her to come up right now because we have Stephen Lewis waiting to come in the wings.  But she’s sitting in the back there; if you’d like to ask her what her experiences were like in Cambodia and the kind of dedication that I think most UN staff exhibited in their work there -- which is not at all consistent with this rather sensational portrait painted by these three staff members.

Question:   Does the UN plan to take any action against these?  Are these still UN employees?

Spokesman:  Two out of three are still on staff.  As staff members, they have the obligation to get permission before publishing.  Everyone is free to publish whatever they want once they leave the staff.  Two out of three of these authors are still on the staff.  Apparently they still believe in the Organization enough to collect a paycheck once a month.  You can ask them why they’re still around.  But they have broken a staff rule.  Once this book is published, they have broken a staff rule, because they did not have permission.  So, they would be subject to disciplinary action.

Question:   Does the UN intend any action against the book itself, in order to stop distribution?

Spokesman:  No, no.  We wouldn’t try to stop publication of the book.  Yes, sir?

Question:   I work for Dutch Television.  Do you have any news on the report of the Office of Internal Oversight Services of the case of sexual harassment against Rudd Lubbers, the High Commissioner of UNHCR?

Spokesman:  No, there is nothing new on that.  We checked with the Office of Internal Oversight Services (OIOS) this morning and they’ve told us their investigation is continuing, and they cannot predict when they will be finished with it.

Question:   Mr. Lubbers criticized last Friday in an e-mail to his staff the office for broadening the investigation to other cases.  Is there any response to Mr. Lubbers from the Secretary-General?

Spokesman:  No.  Typically, we don’t comment on ongoing investigations.  The OIOS is going on about its business in a professional and thorough way, and when they are finished, they will present their report to the Secretary-General.

Question:   Does it damage the image of UNHCR, this matter?

Spokesman:  I think you want to see what the final report says.

Question:   When do you expect it?  This week?

Spokesman:  As I told you, OIOS this morning would not give any indication of how long it might take them to finish the investigation.  Let me take Sylviane now. 

Question:   Thank you.  Fred, the newly appointed President is a Sunni Moslem while the Prime Minister is Shiite.  Is it going to be always the same for the future?  Always a Sunni president and a Shiite prime minister? 

Spokesman:  I don’t think that was Mr. Brahimi’s recommendation.  What he was trying to do was to balance the three major factions in the country in a way acceptable to all three, and also to bring in some fresh blood.  So, I think he has accomplished both those objectives.  But I don’t think he intended to set any formula that would be followed from now on into the indefinite future.  Ricardo?

Question:   Fred, back on President Bush and the Secretary-General.  As we understand, they spoke this morning.  Was there anything in their conversation that led President Bush to give such a contrasting view of events with the one given by the Secretary-General?

Spokesman:  The Secretary-General was asked this morning about the content of that phone conversation, he declined to comment.  He hasn’t shared it with me, so I can’t answer your question.  Yes?

Question:   On the phone call with President Bush, can you tell me who called whom and what other heads of State the Secretary-General has spoken with lately?

Spokesman:  What was the first part of your question? 

Question:   Did President Bush the Secretary-General...?

Spokesman:  Yes, yes.

Question:   ...or the other way around and were there other heads of State the Secretary-General has spoken with this morning? 

Spokesman:  My understanding is that President Bush called the Secretary-General this morning.  Other heads of State -- over the weekend he was particularly active on the phone, but not exclusively on Iraq.  I don’t believe there were other heads of State with whom he might have discussed Iraq.  I can’t recall any.  There were other individuals, but I am not here to give out his entire phone log.  Yes, Serge?

Question:   Is the Secretary-General going to solve the conflict with the 14 Caribbean CARICOM countries over the peacekeeping operation in Haiti?  I understand you refused to participate?

Spokesman:  He refused to participate in what?

Question:   With the CARICOM countries.

Spokesman:  He refused to participate in CARICOM?

Question:   In the peacekeeping operation, mission.

Spokesman:  I don’t really know...  

Question:   You’re not aware of that then? 

Spokesman:  No, I am not aware of that, Serge, I am sorry.  Yes?

Question:   Fred, just yesterday, the Indian Government announced that they would be holding talks with Pakistan later this month.  Any reaction from the SG and did the SG speak with the new Prime Minister Manmohan Singh?  And I believe there is a letter sent out about a week ago?

Spokesman:  I don’t know if we can show you the letter.  I am not aware that he’s had a phone conversation.  And I am sure he is encouraged that dialogue should be resuming between these two nations.  It’s certainly essential to the entire region.  David?  [He later said no phone call had taken place.]

Question:   As part of the consultations on the Security Council resolution, some countries have said they want some sort of conference, some sort of international stamp on this outside of just the Security Council.  The meeting that I think the Secretary-General is planning for tomorrow, for the Group of Friends of Iraq, is that intended to be some sort of conference that would stamp international approval or endorsement on the appointed government?

Spokesman:  Well, as you know he did put together this rather large group of friends of Iraq.  He has scheduled a meeting tomorrow at midday of this group.  But it’s not my impression that his intention is that the group is being called together to endorse anything.  The whole purpose of the Friends of Iraq is to create a forum where information could be shared and advice given.

Very well.  Stephen, come up please and talk to us about AIDS and Africa.

* *** *
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