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This Day (Lagos)

UNEP's Governing Council Goes Tough On Heavy Metals

Posted to the web March 1, 2005

Governments last week took an important step forward in reducing the health and environmental risks from mercury, a heavy metal linked with a wide range of medical problems.

Under an expanded mercury programme, they have asked the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) to conduct a study on the amounts of mercury being traded and supplied around the world.

This was among the decisions reached at just concluded UNEP's 23rd Governing Council/Global Environment Ministerial Forum which took place in Nairobi, Kenya, between February 21 and 25, 2005.

Mercury, a heavy metal linked with effects such as damage to the nervous systems of babies, is used in products such as fluorescent light bulbs, dental fillings and thermometers.

Action is also to be taken on improving the communication of the risks of mercury to vulnerable groups.

These include pregnant mothers whose babies may be at risk if they eat too much mercury-contaminated fish or marine mammals such as seals.

Governments also agreed to promote 'best available techniques' for reducing mercury emissions from chemical factories and other industrial sites.

They agreed to develop partnerships between governments, international organizations, non-governmental organizations and the private sector to reduce mercury pollution, with the first pilot projects to be in place by September this year.

Likely partnerships include ones to reduce emissions of mercury from coal fired power stations, from chlor-alkali plants and from pollution linked with gold mining.

An estimated 2,000 tonnes of new mercury is released to the environment annually, mainly from coal-fired power stations, waste incinerators and as a result of artisinal mining of gold and silver.

Under the partnerships, governments will make experts and information on environmentally-friendly techniques available to those countries and industries requesting assistance.

The partnership mechanism will also focus on mercury wastes and surplus stockpiles as well as promote research to improve understanding on how mercury moves around the planet.

UNEP has been asked to publicize the success of these partnerships through publicity campaigns and through a dedicated web site.

Governments, who have been attending UNEP's 23rd Governing Council/Global Ministerial Environment Forum, also agreed to review the success of the new programme in two years time.

Here they will assess whether further action is needed and, if this is deemed so, review a wide range of options including the possibility of a legally binding treaty.

Well over 1,000 delegates attended from close to 140 countries, including Wangari Maathai, the 2004 Nobel Peace Prize winner and assistant environment minister of Kenya.

Klaus Toepfer, UNEP's Executive Director, said: "At the start of this Governing Council I called on governments and delegates to take responsibility for the global environment in order to meet the UN Millennium Development Goals on issues such as poverty, water and health.

"I think we can say that they did this, pushing forward on a wide range of fronts including heavy metals, water and sanitation, gender equality and scientific assessments of this ever changing world," he added.

Mr Toepfer said he was pleased that governments had formally adopted the Bali Strategic Plan for Technology Support and Capacity Building which will help focus UNEP's work including support for developing countries on the national level in areas ranging from waste and data gathering to environment law and wildlife.

"We have also been given backing for our work on early warning of disasters and catastrophes including tsunamis".

UNEP's finances have also been strengthened with governments agreeing to core funding for the organization of $144 million which " is the best it has ever been," said Toepfer.

Indeed, if all sources of funding are calculated, the overall budget for the biennium 2006-2007 is close to $300 million.

Mr. Toepfer said he had also been delighted by the success of the Environment Institute, a new innovation at the Governing Council, which has included training workshops with delegates and guests including members of the Nairobi community.

"We want to be good partners in Kenya and in the city of Nairobi where we are headquartered. I think the contribution of the well attended Environment Institute again underlines this," he added.

He also applauded the important contribution of civil society who met just before the Governing Council at the Global Civil Society Forum.

Progress on two other heavy metals was agreed today with UNEP requested to conduct a global assessment of cadmium and lead transport.

Governments want to better understand how the two heavy metals move through the atmosphere, seas and rivers in order to establish whether action at a global level is needed to address the health and environment effects.

Cadmium, which is found in products such as batteries, is a known toxin linked with respiratory and gastro-intestinal problems and; in acute cases, kidney and skeletal effects.

Lead is linked with a variety of health problems including brain damage in young children and effects on the body's cardiovascular, and reproductive systems.

The Governing Council also unanimously adopted a decision requesting the UNEP Executive Director to prepare a desk study outlining the state of environment in the Occupied Palestinian Territories and to identify areas of major environmental damage requiring urgent attention.

Last year, the Executive Director's report "Desk Study on the Environment in the Occupied Palestinian Territories" was submitted to the UNEP Governing Council at its 22nd Session which held in Nairobi, Kenya, in February 2003. The report focussed on water quantity, water and soil quality, wastewater, solid waste, hazardous waste, environmental administration, biodiversity, and land use.

It made 136 recommendations on a range of environmental topics.

At that session, the Governing Council welcomed the report, and requested the Executive Director to implement recommendations of the desk study, and to make UNEP available to act as a facilitator and also an impartial moderator when requested by both Israelis and Palestinians to assist in solving urgent environmental problems.

At the 23rd session of the Governing Council, UNEP reported on the progress made over the past two years in implementing recommendations of the Desk Study, which included needs assessments through field missions, a series of capacity building seminars, and mediation and facilitation.

Among others, the UNEP Desk Study recommends the reactivation of the Environmental Experts Committee (EEC) established by the Oslo Agreements.

In February 2005, UNEP organized a bilateral meeting between Israeli and Palestinian delegations, which took place in Helsinki, Finland, under the chairmanship of Pekka Haavisto of UNEP, the former Finnish Minister of Environment and Development Cooperation. The outcome was a decision to hold a meeting of the EEC, which has not been convened since the outbreak of the Second Intifada in September 2000.

The EEC meeting will be held in Jerusalem in May, 2005, and will be co-chaired by Israelis and Palestinians, with UNEP facilitating the agenda and attending as an observer, facilitator or moderator, if requested by both parties.
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Pekka Haavisto said "at the Helsinki meeting, the high degree of professionalism of the delegations led to this result, as well as additional agreements to cooperate on several environmental issues of mutual concern to the parties, such as the recycling of used tyres, hazardous waste, and disposal and reuse of construction debris". Toepfer, on his part, said: "These developments reflect the new positive mood and improving atmosphere in the region. I am pleased that UNEP has been able to facilitate the re-establishment of the Environmental Experts Committee and assist in restarting Israeli-Palestinian environmental cooperation. I would like to thank the Israeli and Palestinian negotiators for the results achieved. UNEP remains committed to continuing its support to the Palestinian Environment Quality Authority and continuing implementation of Desk Study recommendations.

"In this period of renewed cooperation between the two sides, environment should be kept high on the agenda", he added.

_____________________________________________________________________________

ABC Radio

Australia, pacific nations in talks on reducing contamination

Last Updated 02/03/2005, 14:42:48


Delegates from Australia, New Zealand and 12 other Pacific nations are taking part in a three-day workshop on how to reduce contamination.

The meeting in the New Zealand capital, Wellington, co-hosted by the Environment Ministry and the United Nations Environment Program, will review guidelines to reduce and eliminate persistent organic pollutants, such as dioxins.

The New Zealand Press Association says the 12 common chemicals contribute to cancer, birth defects and other health problems.

New Zealand officials will highlight ways to collect obsolete agri-chemicals, clean contaminated sites and set national environmental standards, banning activities which release dioxins and other toxics into the air.
_____________________________________________________________________________

Scoop News

NZ and Pacific region reducing toxic chemicals

Wednesday, 2 March 2005, 10:27 am

New Zealand with 12 other Pacific nations, including Australia, are meeting in Wellington this week to discuss how to achieve Stockholm Convention guidelines to reduce and eliminate highly toxic chemicals.

The chemicals are persistent organic pollutants (POPs) – such as dioxins and furans, PCBs (polychlorinated biphenyls), DDT and dieldrin.

"International experience in reducing these chemicals is being shared with Pacific nations at a special United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) meeting," Environment Minister Marian Hobbs said. "By helping each other, Pacific nations can lead the world with their efforts to deal with some of the worst chemicals of the 20th century." The meeting runs from 2-4 March and is co-hosted by the Ministry for the Environment and the United Nations Environment Programme. Established by the UN more than 20 years ago, the United Nations Environment Programme works to encourage nations to improve their quality of life and their environment.

New Zealand and 150 other countries have signed the international Stockholm Convention, set up to protect people and the environment from POPs, dangerous chemicals which last a long time, building up in the tissue of living things and are toxic to humans and wildlife.

The Ministry for the Environment will be highlighting the various ways New Zealand is tackling POPs including: The national collection of obsolete agrichemicals in conjunction with regional councils Cleaning up New Zealand’s most contaminated sites – such as the former Fruitgrowers Chemical Company at Mapua near Nelson National environmental standards that ban activities, such as burning tyres or oil in the open, and new hazardous waste incinerators because they release dioxins and other toxics into the air Research on dioxins in New Zealand. 

"A feature of the Stockholm Convention is the high level of international cooperation required and underway so that in the years to come everyone will be protected from toxic POPs," Marian Hobbs said. John Whitelaw, Deputy Director UNEP Chemicals will attend and facilitate the session. A former Deputy Director of Australia’s Environmental Protection Agency, he has extensive experience in the international environment scene and multilateral environment agreements. 

_____________________________________________________________________________

Stuff National News

NZ hosts Pacific workshop on cleaning up pollutants 

02 March 2005 

	



Delegates from NZ, Australia and 12 other Pacific nations met in Wellington today for a three-day workshop on how to reduce contamination by persistent organic pollutants (POPs) such as dioxins. 

The meeting - co-hosted by the Environment Ministry (MfE) and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) - will canvass meeting Stockholm Convention guidelines to reduce and eliminate POPs. 

The 12 common chemicals contribute to cancer, birth defects and other health problems, and can stay in the environment for 100 years. 

New Zealand bureaucrats will highlight ways to collect obsolete agrichemicals, clean contaminated sites, and set national environmental standards banning activities that release dioxins and other toxics into the air. 

Case studies at the workshop will include the clean-up of New Zealand's most contaminated site, the former Fruitgrowers Chemical Company land at Mapua, near Nelson, and bans on pollution such as burning of tyres or oil in the open. 

A key speaker at the sessions is John Whitelaw, UNEP's deputy director of chemicals, and a former deputy director of Australia's Environmental Protection Agency. 

The 2001 Stockholm Convention requires signatory countries to commit to a long-term international effort to reduce or eliminate health and environmental risks from specific chemicals. New Zealand only ratified it last year. 

The target chemicals include polychlorinated biphenyls (PCB), dioxins and furans, and nine organochlorine pesticides: aldrin, chlordane, DDT, dieldrin, endrin, heptachlor, mirex, hexachlorobenzene and toxaphene - commonly referred to as the "dirty dozen". 

New Zealand has said it will reduce dioxin emissions, and clean up contaminated sites and waste pesticides, as well as banning the manufacture and use of the pesticides. 

But though the pesticides were widely used from the mid-1940s to the 1970s, including DDT and dieldrin, all of them except PCP were formally deregistered by the Pesticides Board in 1989 and PCP was deregistered in 1991. 

PCBs were widely used in industry - including as electrical transformer fluids, hydraulic fluids, some paints and printing inks - but most New Zealand stocks of PCBs have already been shipped overseas and destroyed in a nationwide recall. 

The chlorinated chemicals, PCP, and 2,4,5-T contained impurities of dioxin, a generic term to describe a family of chemicals containing chlorine called dioxins and furans. 

PCP is no longer widely used in the timber industry as a fungicide and preservative treatment. 

Separately, environmental lobbyists campaigning against the discharge of dioxin into the air and water in New Zealand have announced a series of four public meetings and a protest march in the North Island. 

The People Poisoned Daily tour will start on Friday to publicise a report calling for urgent action to stop the discharge of industrial waste containing dioxins. 

It is also seeking free healthcare for people affected by the dioxins, with the care continuing for a further six generations to cover children, grandchildren and other descendents who may be affected by gene defects caused by the dioxins. 

A spokesperson for the campaign, Jo Harawira, said that though dioxins were banned by international laws, industries in New Zealand were still discharging them. 

The campaign, organised by Greenpeace, Sawmill Workers Against Poisons, Vietnam Veterans of Aotearoa, the Paritutu Dioxin Investigation Group, and a Maori organics group, Te Waka Kai Ora, will start on Friday at Whakatane with a public meeting. 

Another public meeting will be held in Rotorua on Saturday, and on Sunday there will be a march in New Plymouth to call for the Dow chemical company there to set up a national fund to compensate people affected by dioxins in its products. 

Two more public meetings will be held in Wanganui on Monday and Wellington on Tuesday. 

_____________________________________________________________________________

The East African (Nairobi)

Environmental Destruction Has Unleashed New Diseases - UNEP

John Mbaria

Nairobi

A new and frightening United Nations Environment Programme (Unep) report says that after long years of wanton destruction of the environment, the earth's life support systems - and particularly ecosystems - are releasing the hold they had on the purveyors of human infirmity and death.

Those diseases the world had once caged are recurring on a frightening scale and frequency, while newer ones have been added, killing millions of humans and reducing the life expectancy of others. No one is safe as this trend is affecting areas and communities that were once well shielded.

Released last week during Unep's 23rd governing council meeting, GEO Year Book; An Overview of Our Changing Environment 2004/5, presents graphic evidence of a link between environmental change and "emergence and re-emergence of infectious diseases."

The meeting brought together world environment ministers to review progress made by different countries on the Millennium Development Goals set in 2000. Delegates were particularly asked to focus on goals set to eradicate poverty and extreme hunger; empower women and others meant to ensure "sane and sensible" management of natural resources.

From the deliberations, it was evident that such poorer parts of the world as sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia have made modest to poor progress as far as meeting these goals is concerned.

It emerged that progress in these regions is increasingly being hampered by re-emergence of "older" diseases and the outbreak of new ones.

According to the report, diseases that have earlier been controlled such as tuberculosis "are now rapidly increasing in incidence and geographic range." Newer diseases are also emerging and are breaking out frequently while pathogens that were once controlled by ordinary medicines have recently evolved to create, for example, drug-resistant strains of malaria and new strains of the influenza virus.

Infectious diseases, the report says, remain the leading cause of death in the world, accounting for about 15 million deaths per year, which is 25 per cent of global mortality. Africa and South Asia remain the most affected, where infectious diseases have been the cause of two-thirds of all the deaths, especially deaths of children and young adults.

For Africa, it is a double tragedy as the continent has been losing as much as $12 billion each year in terms of direct and indirect costs related to these diseases, while its economic growth rate continues to be reduced by 1.3 per cent each year.

Grave concern has replaced optimism. This is especially so after the world experienced the emergence of epidemics of Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) in parts of Asia and HIV/Aids which, though it affects people across the globe, is more widespread in Sub-Saharan Africa.
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Unep says this is caused by degradation of the environment, widespread deforestation, biodiversity loss, rising consumption of unsafe water, emission of greenhouse gases and the loss of balance between species that potentially cause infectious diseases and their predators.

All is not lost. The world can reverse the trend. The report says that the enactment and implementation of policies that focus on environmental factors could reduce the burden of these infectious diseases.
___________________________________________________________________________________

UN News Centre

UN environmental agency steps up battle against marine pollution
	

	


1 March 2005 – Coastal pollution, including plastic waste, discarded lead-acid batteries and used oils and lubricants, will come under renewed attack under a new agreement signed by the United Nations environmental agency and an international treaty body controlling hazardous wastes.

The Memorandum of Understanding, signed last week in Nairobi, Kenya, by the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) Regional Seas Programme and the Secretariat of the Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal, seeks to raise awareness on hazardous waste and marine pollution.

The main area of cooperation is the environmentally sound management of hazardous wastes in order to prevent coastal and marine pollution and the two organizations will support each other with technical and legal training.

The Basel Convention is the world’s most comprehensive environmental agreement on hazardous and other wastes. It has over 160 Parties and aims to protect human health and the environment from the inappropriate management of hazardous and other wastes.

The Convention regulates the movement of hazardous waste and obliges its members to ensure that such wastes are managed and disposed of in an environmentally sound manner. It covers toxic, poisonous, explosive, corrosive, flammable, ecotoxic, and infectious wastes that are being moved from one country to another.

Governments are also expected to minimize the quantities that are transported, to treat and dispose of wastes as close as possible to their place of generation and to minimize the generation of hazardous waste at source.

_____________________________________________________________________________
Borneo Online

Trees essential to prevent tsunami damage 

JAKARTA, Indonesia (AP) - Countries hit by the Indian Ocean tsunami should plant trees along their coastlines and prohibit rebuilding too close to the sea to prevent more damage if another tsunami strikes, the United Nations said Monday.

The UN Environment Programme said that anecdotal evidence and satellite photography showed mangrove forests, peat swamps and other coastal vegetation functioned as a natural barrier against the Dec. 26 waves that were triggered by an earthquake off Indonesia's Sumatra Island.

"Healthy coastal ecosystems protected people and property," the agency said in a report assessing the environmental destruction caused by the tsunami. "Priority should be given to nearshore forest development, as trees will help absorb the energy of future tsunamis."

The disaster caused US$675 million (euro522 million) of environmental damage in Indonesia's Aceh province, the worst hit region, the agency said. Around 300-kilometres (200-miles) of coastal land in the province, in the northern tip of Sumatra, was damaged or lost, the report said.

Indonesia's government has proposed enacting laws prohibiting the building of villages less than a mile from the sea to create a buffer against future tsunami, though details of the plan are still being worked out.

____________________________________________________________________________________
Kerala News

Nature: Pact to curb mercury is rejected

[Nature News]: World governments have concluded an agreement on reducing production and use of the toxic heavy metal mercury.

It came at the biennial meeting of the United Nations Environment Programme (Unep) Governing Council in Nairobi.

The agreement stops short of setting up a legally binding global treaty, as the European Union had advocated.

Instead, it calls on member countries to establish "voluntary partnerships" to reduce the damaging impacts of mercury pollution.

It also mandates Unep to pursue various avenues of further research, including a project to document mercury use in much greater detail than has been done before.

Mercury is a naturally occurring metal released into the environment from rocks and soils, and in volcanic eruptions. But human activities, including mining, industry and power generation, are continually adding more.

About 70% of mercury emissions of human origin come from the burning of coal and the incineration of waste materials.

And once in the environment, this pollution can travel long distances.

Quick action

The discussions in the Kenyan capital brought together two opposing views on how to tackle mercury.

One bloc, led by Norway and Switzerland and supported by member states of the EU, argued that a binding treaty would be the most effective way to reduce production and use.

This was opposed by the United States and its allies, which advocated instead the "voluntary partnerships" approach - although the precise nature of these partnerships between as yet undefined groups of governments, international organisations such as Unep or the World Bank, and industry has yet to be worked out.

The meeting's final document makes it clear that the US vision had won; the concept of a global treaty is there, but only in the context of an option which might possibly be considered in the future.

Announcement

Click HERE for India Budget 2005 Live Updates through KeralaNext.com

"We were able to convince the EU, Norway and Switzerland that we need immediate action," the leader of the US delegation, deputy assistant-secretary for Environment, Claudia McMurray, told BBC News.

"We can get started on this quickly, whereas agreeing a treaty could take years; but we do have other language saying we will look at this again after a period of time."

Binding regulations

For environmental groups, this is not the only reason why the US opposed a global treaty.

"The US government is due to finalise new regulations on its own power stations next month," Felice Stadler, a director of the US-based Mercury Policy Project told BBC News.

Coal-fired power stations are the biggest source of mercury within the United States, accounting for around 40% of US production.

"They are basically re-writing sections of the Clean Air Act," claimed Ms Stadler.

This interpretation was backed up by a source within the US government's Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).

This source told BBC News that the agency's leaders wanted to avoid a binding international set of regulations because it would restrict their room to regulate US mercury emissions.

The EPA published a draft set of regulations, the Clean Air Mercury Rule, in January 2004; a mandatory 60-day public consultation period followed, during which the agency received more than 680,000 responses - the most it has ever received on any issue.

Most criticised the draft regulations for being too lenient, according to the BBC's source.

Safe levels

Claudia McMurray, speaking to BBC News from the Nairobi meeting, dismissed the idea that US domestic issues were dictating its international stance.

"The US is making history; the US has never regulated mercury emissions from power plants before, and neither has any other developed nation," she said.
____________________________________________________________________________________

Al Bawaba News

Move to restore marshlands of southern Iraq

A call to help restore the marshlands of southern Iraq went out in Bahrain Monday. Centre for the Restoration of Iraqi Marshlands director-general Ali Hashim urged the countries of the world to unite to resolve the environmental and humanitarian catastrophe, <i>GDN</I> reported.

Mr Hashim said it was impossible to restore 100 per cent of the marshlands, but that he would be happy to see about75 % rehabilitated.

Mr Hashim was speaking at the opening of a two-day regional meeting by environmental authorities at the Regency Inter Continental Hotel. The meeting is a joint effort organised by the Regional Organisation for the Protection of the Marine Environment and the Geneva-based United Nations Environment Programme.

The marshes boasted hundreds of species of birds and fish and periodic flooding created fertile farmlands.

____________________________________________________________________________________

The Indonesian National News Agency

February 28, 2005

HEADLINE: INDONESIA IN STRATEGIC POSITION IN HANDLING ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

BODY:


Jakarta, Feb 28 (ANTARA) - With the appointment of Rachmat Witoelar as the President of the Governments Council of United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) for the 2005-2007 period, Indonesia was in a strategic position to handle the issue on global environment.

Substantially, Indonesia had a psychological strength to lobby and negotiate in the settlement of various global environment-related issues. 

"In this case, we can play a crucial role in striving for equal footage with advanced countries," he said here on Monday.

So far the condition of the environment in the developing countries, he said, is lagging behind that in the advanced countries. No wonder, more fund is needed to make their environmental condition on par with that in the advanced countries.

Therefore, the president's summary in the world environment ministers conference in Nairobi, Kenya on Feb 22-25, 2005 constituted a UNEP struggle in the next two years which will take side with the interest of the developing countries, he said.

According to Rachmat, the governments council of UNEP will remain voicing the interest of the developing countries with regard to the environment.
____________________________________________________________________________________
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HEADLINE: PLANS TO IMPROVE WATER QUALITY

BODY:
An Iraqi delegation from the ministry of water resources participated in a recent technical convention, organized by the United Nation Environment Program (UNEP) in the Jordanian capital of Amman. A source at the ministry revealed that the delegation included engineer Thiyab Abdallah, the operation manger for irrigation projects, and three other members. The delegation was to discuss plans for reviving projects to develop water quality in Alahwar. The source also said, according to Alkadhum newspapers, an Iraqi delegation will participate in the convention of preserving the environment in Manama that will be held in the 28th of March. In this convention the Iraqi side will raise the issues of Alahwar in order to find solutions to protect its water.
___________________________________________________________________________________
The Associated Press

HEADLINE: Trees, buffer zones essential to prevent future tsunami damage: UN

DATELINE: JAKARTA, Indonesia

BODY:
Countries hit by the Indian Ocean tsunami should plant trees along their coastlines and prohibit rebuilding too close to the sea to prevent more damage if another tsunami strikes, the United Nations said Monday.

The U.N. Environment Program said that anecdotal evidence and satellite photography showed mangrove forests, peat swamps and other coastal vegetation functioned as a natural barrier against the Dec. 26 waves that were triggered by an earthquake off Indonesia's Sumatra Island. 

"Healthy coastal ecosystems protected people and property," the agency said in a report assessing the environmental destruction caused by the tsunami. "Priority should be given to nearshore forest development, as trees will help absorb the energy of future tsunamis."

The disaster caused US$675 million ([euro]522 million) of environmental damage in Indonesia's Aceh province, the worst hit region, the agency said. Around 300-kilometers (200-miles) of coastal land in the province, in the northern tip of Sumatra, was damaged or lost, the report said.

Indonesia's government has proposed enacting laws prohibiting the building of villages less than a mile from the sea to create a buffer against future tsunami, though details of the plan are still being worked out.

"Regulations specifying minimum distances from the shoreline for housing development are important means of protecting against tsunamis, storm surges and sea level rise," it said. "Those who lose the rights to use their land as a result of changes in the law may need to be compensated, and donor assistance may be essential for this purpose."

The Indian Ocean tsunami crashed into shorelines across 11 nations and killed from 172,000 to 182,000, with more than 100,000 still missing and presumed dead.

____________________________________________________________________________________
Der Standard (Austria)

Internationale Quecksilber-Reduktion bei UN-Meeting abgelehnt

1. März 2005
Treffen endet mit freiwilligen Beschränkungen nach US-Wunsch

Nairobi - Die Staaten der Welt haben sich in Nairobi nicht zu einer einheitlichen Lösung betreffend der Verminderung von Quecksilber durchringen können, berichtet das Wissenschaftsmagazin Nature. Anstatt gesetzliche Rahmenbedingungen zu schaffen, wie es Vertreter der EU gefordert hatten, folgten die anderen Länder den freiwilligen Beschränkungen wie es die USA wollten

Quecksilber, das in erster Linie beim Verbrennen von Kohle in Kraftwerken und im Bergbau freigesetzt wird, zählt zu den gefährlichen Umweltgiften, das meist über Wasser in die menschliche Nahrungskette gelangt. Das Schwermetall verursacht im menschlichen Körper schwere neurologische Störungen und kann in hohen Dosen sogar zum Tod führen. Forscher hatten erst in den vergangenen Jahren Studien präsentiert, nach denen Quecksilber auch zu Lernstörungen und zu abnormen Föten führt. Nach Angaben der US Environmental Protection Agency haben etwa acht Prozent der amerikanischen Frauen weit erhöhte Quecksilberwerte im Körper. 

Exportverbot für Quecksilber in der EU ab 2011
Einige Staaten haben bereits Quecksilber-Verbote erlassen und verzichten auf das Schwermetall in industriellen Prozessen. In der EU soll bis 2011 ein Exportverbot des Schwermetalls in Kraft treten. Da Quecksilber sich schnell über den gesamten Globus verteilt, sehen Experten ein weltweites Verbot als Notwendigkeit. Die USA hingegen sehen freiwillige Partnerschaften zur Quecksilber-Reduktion als sinnvoll, da sie keinen aggressiven Charakter haben, wie Lou Fintor, Sprecher des US-State-Department es sagte. 

Die UNO-Umweltorganisation UNEP wird nach dem Treffen jedenfalls einen globalen Bericht über den internationalen Handel mit dem Schwermetall und dessen Notwendigkeit erstellen. Darin soll auch geklärt werden, wie groß der Bedarf am Schwermetall ist. (pte)

____________________________________________________________________________________
Sonnenseite.com

Tsunami hinterlässt Giftmüll an den Stränden Afrikas 
+ 01.03.2005 + Umweltorganisation der Vereinten Nationen warnt vor langfristigen Folgen durch die Verschmutzung von Küsten und Grundwasser / Illegale Entsorgung rächt sich. Der Tsunami in Südostasien hat Giftmüll vom Meeresboden aufgewirbelt und an den Küsten angeschwemmt. Der Umgang mit den Abfällen sei eine Schlüsselfrage bei der Bewältigung der Folgen des Seebebens, meint die UN-Umweltorganisation Unep. 

Zahlreiche Bewohner der Küstengebiete Somalias werden plötzlich von Atembeschwerden, Zahnfleischbluten und Hautausschlägen geplagt. Das Umweltprogramm der Vereinten Nationen (Unep) meint jetzt, die Ursachen herausgefunden zu haben: Die Flutwelle des 26. Dezember 2004 habe Industriemüll an die Strände gespült, den viele Schiffe illegal, aber ungehindert im Meer versenken. "Somalias Küsten werden seit vielen Jahren als Müllkippe für radioaktiven und anderen gefährlichen Abfall anderer Länder benutzt", heißt es in einem Bericht von Unep über die Auswirkungen der Tsunami-Katastrophe. "Dieser Umstand ist das Ergebnis des langen Bürgerkriegs in Somalia und der Unfähigkeit der Behörden, Schiffsladungen zu überprüfen oder mit den Abfällen umzugehen." Nach Schätzungen von Experten kostet es etwa 2,50 Dollar, eine Tonne Giftmüll vor der Küste Afrikas zu versenken. In Europa würden mindestens 250 Dollar Kosten pro Tonne anfallen.

Nach Angaben des Unep-Berichts hat die Flutwelle insbesondere auf den Stränden von Nord-Hobyo und Warsheik, südlich der Stadt Benadir, Giftmüll angeschwemmt. Die Einwohner der dortigen Fischerdörfer, die mit dem gefährlichen Abfall in Berührung kamen, litten jetzt unter Gesundheits- und Umweltproblemen. Es lägen Beweise vor, dass der Giftmüll auch das Grundwasser in Somalia verseucht hat.

Somalia liegt an der stark befahrenen Schiffahrtsstrasse am Golf von Aden und der Arabischen See. Seit 1991 herrscht in dem Land ein Bürgerkrieg, in dem sich Banden und Familienclans bekämpfen. Selbst ernannte "Transit-Regierungen" wechseln einander ab und werden in der Regel nicht international anerkannt. Es gibt keine reguläre Armee oder Polizei. Von dieser Machtkarenz profitieren skrupellose Schiffseigentümer und -kapitäne, um ungeachtet der internationalen Konventionen vor der Küste Somalias gefährliche Industrieabfälle ins Meer zu pumpen.

Unep weist darauf hin, dass die Flutwelle auch in anderen Anrainerstaaten des Indischen Ozeans zu schweren Umweltproblemen geführt hat. Allein in Banda Aceh in Nordsumatra habe der Tsunami zwischen sieben und zehn Millionen Kubikmeter Abfall hinterlassen. Auf den Malediven gefährden hochgewirbelter Schutt mit hohem Asbestgehalt, Petroleumfässer und aus beschädigten Generatoren ausgelaufener Treibstoff die Gesundheit der Überlebenden.

Auf einigen Inseln der Malediven sind bis zu 90 Prozent der Toiletten von der Flutwelle weggeschwemmt worden. Unep befürchtet nach Tests, dass auf mehr als 30 Inseln des Malediven-Archipels die unterirdischen Trinkwasserreserven wegen ihrer Verunreinigung durch Abwässer nicht mehr den internationalen Gesundheitsnormen entsprechen. Viele Menschen hängen jetzt vom Auffangen des Regenwassers ab. "Der Bericht stellt klar, dass der Umgang mit Schutt und anderen Abfällen eine Schlüsselfrage für den Wiederaufbau" ist, erklärte Unep -Exekutivdirektor Klaus Töpfer, "das setzt voraus, dass die Umweltministerien ihre Fähigkeiten erhöhen." Die Experten empfehlen, bei den Wiederaufbauarbeiten alte Fehler zu vermeiden und gefährdete Gebiete gar nicht erst zu bebauen.

____________________________________________________________________________________

Süddeutsche Zeitung

1. März 2005

ÜBERSCHRIFT: Die Antriebswelle; Weltweit reifen Pläne für den Umstieg von Öl auf Wasserstoff

TEXT:


Man wird ja noch träumen dürfen: von einer Weltwirtschaft, die in 50 Jahren, nicht mehr vom Öl abhängig ist; von Industrienationen, auf deren Straßen nur schadstofffreie, mit Wasserstoff betankte Fahrzeuge rollen. Bereits im Jahr 2020 fahren bis zu sechs Millionen solcher Autos in Europa und 13 Millionen in Japan, selbst in den USA kaufen verantwortungsvolle Väter ihrem Nachwuchs die Öko-Mobile. Solche Zahlen entstammen keiner Greenpeace-Vision für eine bessere Welt, sondern den Szenarien der Automobilindustrie und politischen Zielvorgaben, über die vergangene Woche auf dem Wasserstofftag der Firma Linde in Berlin Vertreter aus Europa, Japan und den USA diskutierten.

Wasserstoff gilt als Energieträger der Zukunft, um die Abhängigkeit der Weltwirtschaft vom Öl zu reduzieren. Wenn das Gas in so genannten Brennstoffzellen mit Sauerstoff reagiert, wird elektrische Energie frei, ohne dass Schadstoffe oder das Treibhausgas CO2 entstehen. Wasserstoff lässt sich zudem durch Sonnenkraft oder Windstrom erzeugen und genauso auf ein Tankstellennetz verteilen wie Benzin. 

Um diese Technik der Zukunft umzusetzen, arbeiten die großen Industrienationen in Europa, die USA und Japan jedoch eher gegeneinander als miteinander, sagte Franz-Xaver Söldner von der Generaldirektion für Energie und Transport der Europäischen Kommission. Dabei müssten alle zusammenarbeiten, um gemeinsam einen Teufelskreis zu brechen: Autos, die Wasserstoff nutzen, sind teuer, weil es keinen Massenmarkt gibt. Sie werden auch darum nicht gekauft, weil ihre Besitzer beim Auftanken an wenige Tankstellen gebunden sind. Und mehr Zapfsäulen gibt es nicht, weil kaum jemand Wasserstoff tankt.

Um das Problem zu lösen, legen die Industrieländer zurzeit milliardenschwere Programme zur Forschung am Wasserstoff auf: Die USA nennen ihre Initiative "Freedom Car", Präsident George Bush hat dafür vor zwei Jahren 1,7 Milliarden Dollar bereitgestellt. Das Ziel ist griffig formuliert: Jedes im Jahr 2003 geborene Kind soll als erstes Auto eines mit Wasserstoff-Antrieb fahren können. Bis zum Jahr 2019 (in den USA gibt es den Führerschein mit 16 Jahren) muss die Technik also auf dem Massenmarkt verfügbar sein. Zunächst sollen Hybrid-Autos angeboten werden, die mit Verbrennungs- und Elektromotoren gleichzeitig angetrieben werden - solche Fahrzeuge stehen in Amerika bereits in den Autohäusern und auf Automessen. Vom Jahr 2010 an soll Wasserstoff-Technik auf den Markt kommen. Die Umsetzung und die nötige Infrastruktur jedoch will die Regierung der Privatwirtschaft überlassen.

Europa und Japan dagegen setzen auf eine Zusammenarbeit zwischen öffentlichem und privatem Sektor. Die "Quick-Start-Initiative" der Europäischen Kommission soll so in den nächsten zehn Jahren 2,8 Milliarden Euro zur Einführung des Wasserstoffs mobilisieren. In Japan ist die Kooperation besonders weit fortgeschritten: Dort entstand vor zwei Jahren, unterstützt von der Regierung, ein Netzwerk aus Automobilindustrie und Energieversorgern. Ihr Versuchs-Tankstellennetz für Wasserstoff besteht derzeit aus 33 Zapfsäulen, bis zum Jahr 2010 sollen 50 000 Wasserstoff-Fahrzeuge auf Japans Straßen rollen.

Dahinter steckt die Strategie, erst eine rudimentäre Wasserstoff-Infrastruktur aufzubauen, die Produktion, Lagerung und Verteilung an ausgewählte Tankstellen sichert. Auch eine Initiative von Linde für Europa folgt diesem Prinzip. Die Zeit, bis Brennstoffzellen-Autos nach Schätzungen der Automobilindustrie von 2013 an in Serienproduktion gehen, solle mit dem Aufbau einer ersten Infrastruktur genutzt werden. In Deutschland soll, so der Vorschlag, ein 1800 Kilometer langer Autobahn-Ring mit Zapfsäulen ausgestattet werden, der später auf weitere EU-Staaten ausgedehnt werden soll (SZ, 24.2.). Ähnliche Initiativen gibt es in Norwegen, Kalifornien und Kanada.

Daher glaubt auch Hans Larsen vom UN-Umweltprogramm, man müsse zunächst einen Massenmarkt für Wasserstoff-Technik schaffen, um sie billiger zu machen. Dabei solle man in Kauf nehmen, dass bei der Herstellung des Wasserstoffs zum Beispiel aus Erdgas Kohlendioxid frei wird. Im zweiten Schritt könne die Produktion auf regenerative Energien umgestellt werden; erst dann kämen die theoretischen Vorteile der Umstellung auf Wasserstoff voll zum Tragen. Visionen gibt es genug: "Wir könnten allein in North Dakota genug Windräder aufstellen, um die ganzen USA zu versorgen", sagte Robert Dixon vom amerikanischen Energieministerium.

Ingo Arzt
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UN or UNEP in the news

NZ host Pacific nations in bid to clean up toxic waste

The New Zealand Herald, 2 March 2005 -  Delegates from NZ, Australia and 12 other Pacific nations met in Wellington today for a three-day workshop on how to reduce contamination by persistent organic pollutants (POPs) such as dioxins. 
The meeting - co-hosted by the Environment Ministry (MfE) and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) - will canvass meeting Stockholm Convention guidelines to reduce and eliminate POPs.
The 12 common chemicals contribute to cancer, birth defects and other health problems, and can stay in the environment for 100 years. 
New Zealand bureaucrats will highlight ways to collect obsolete agrichemicals, clean contaminated sites, and set national environmental standards banning activities that release dioxins and other toxics into the air.
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/index.cfm?c_id=1&ObjectID=10113255 

UN Steps Up Battle Against Marine Pollution

Wednesday, 2 March 2005, 12:00 pm
Press Release: United Nations - UN Environmental Agency Steps Up Battle Against Marine Pollution 
Coastal pollution, including plastic waste, discarded lead-acid batteries and used oils and lubricants, will come under renewed attack under a new agreement signed by the United Nations environmental agency and an international treaty body controlling hazardous wastes. 
The Memorandum of Understanding, signed last week in Nairobi, Kenya, by the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) Regional Seas Programme and the Secretariat of the Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal, seeks to raise awareness on hazardous waste and marine pollution.
http://www.scoop.co.nz/stories/WO0503/S00036.htm 

NZ hosts Pacific workshop on cleaning up pollutants 
Stuff.co.nz, New Zealand, 02 March 2005 - http://www.stuff.co.nz/stuff/0,2106,3204630a7693,00.html 

Science: Pact to curb mercury is rejected
Keralanext, India, 1 March 2005 - [Science News]: World governments have concluded an agreement on reducing production and use of the toxic heavy metal mercury. 
It came at the biennial meeting of the United Nations Environment Programme (Unep) Governing Council in Nairobi. 
The agreement stops short of setting up a legally binding global treaty, as the European Union had advocated.
http://www.keralanext.com/news/indexread.asp?id=133148 

Trees essential to prevent tsunami damage
Borneo Bulletin, Brunei Darussalam, 1 March 2005 - JAKARTA, Indonesia (AP) - Countries hit by the Indian Ocean tsunami should plant trees along their coastlines and prohibit rebuilding too close to the sea to prevent more damage if another tsunami strikes, the United Nations said Monday. 

The UN Environment Programme said that anecdotal evidence and satellite photography showed mangrove forests, peat swamps and other coastal vegetation functioned as a natural barrier against the Dec. 26 waves that were triggered by an earthquake off Indonesia's Sumatra Island.
http://www.brunei-online.com/bb/tue/mar1w17.htm 



INDONESIA ANNOUNCES CONSTRUCTION BAN IN COASTAL AREAS

MCOT, Thailand, JAKARTA, Mar 1 (VNA-TNA) - The Indonesian government has promulgated a building bill for coastal areas, local media said.
Under the bill, the construction of houses will be banned within a 1.5 kilometre distance from the seaside in order to minimise the impact of natural disasters such as tsunami and tidal waves in the future.
Earlier, the United Nations' environment programme recommended last December's tsunami-hit countries to plant trees along the seaside and to ban house-building in coastal areas in order to protect the ecological system.
http://www.mcot.org/query.php?nid=36274

Indonesia announces construction ban in coastal areas
Viet Nam News Agency, Vietnam, 1 March 2005 - http://www.vnagency.com.vn/NewsA.asp?LANGUAGE_ID=2&CATEGORY_ID=33&NEWS_ID=140828 

TRADE & DEVELOPMENT / WTO LEADER READY FOR NEW ROLE 
Supachai for Unctad chief 
Bangkok Post, 2 March 2005  - PARISTA YUTHAMANOP  - Supachai Panitchpakdi has been nominated to take up the position of secretary-general of the UN Conference on Trade and Development (Unctad).
Kofi Annan, the United Nations secretary-general, announced the nomination for the four-year position yesterday.
Mr Annan praised Dr Supachai's work as the World Trade Organisation director-general, especially when he oversaw the Doha round of treaty talks _ named after the Qatari capital where it was launched in 2001 _ that aimed to slash subsidies, tariffs and other barriers to global commerce.
``In him, the United Nations and the developing world will have an advocate of incomparable authority in the trade arena,'' Mr Annan said.
http://www.bangkokpost.com/Business/02Mar2005_biz65.php 
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UNEP in the news

UNEP's Governing Council Goes Tough 0n Heavy Metals

This Day (Lagos): Governments last week took an important step forward in reducing the health and environmental risks from mercury, a heavy metal linked with a wide range of medical problems. Under an expanded mercury programme, they have asked the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) to conduct a study on the amounts of mercury being traded and supplied around the world. This was among the decisions reached at just concluded UNEP's 23rd Governing Council/Global Environment Ministerial Forum which took place in Nairobi, Kenya, between February 21 and 25, 2005. Action is also to be taken on improving the communication of the risks of mercury to vulnerable groups. These include pregnant mothers whose babies may be at risk if they eat too much mercury-contaminated fish or marine mammals such as seals. Governments also agreed to promote 'best available techniques' for reducing mercury emissions from chemical factories and other industrial sites. They agreed to develop partnerships between governments, international organizations, non-governmental organizations and the private sector to reduce mercury pollution, with the first pilot projects to be in place by September this year. Likely partnerships include ones to reduce emissions of mercury from coal fired power stations, from chlor-alkali plants and from pollution linked with gold mining. An estimated 2,000 tones of new mercury is released to the environment annually, mainly from coal-fired power stations, waste incinerators and as a result of artisanal mining of gold and silver. Under the partnerships, governments will make experts and information on environmentally-friendly techniques available to those countries and industries requesting assistance. The partnership mechanism will also focus on mercury wastes and surplus stockpiles as well as promote research to improve understanding on how mercury moves around the planet. UNEP has been asked to publicize the success of these partnerships through publicity campaigns and through a dedicated web site. Governments, who have been attending UNEP's 23rd Governing Council/Global Ministerial Environment Forum, also agreed to review the success of the new programme in two years time. Well over 1,000 delegates attended from close to 140 countries, including Wangari Maathai, the 2004 Nobel Peace Prize winner and assistant environment minister of Kenya. Klaus Toepfer, UNEP's Executive Director, said he was pleased that governments had formally adopted the Bali Strategic Plan for Technology Support and Capacity Building which will help focus UNEP's work including support for developing countries on the national level in areas ranging from waste and data gathering to environment law and wildlife. UNEP's finances have also been strengthened with governments agreeing to core funding for the organization of $144 million which “is the best it has ever been," said Toepfer. http://allafrica.com/stories/200503010226.html
 Environmental Destruction Has Unleashed New Diseases - UNEP

The East African (Nairobi): A new and frightening United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) report says that after long years of wanton destruction of the environment, the earth's life support systems - and particularly ecosystems - are releasing the hold they had on the purveyors of human infirmity and death. Those diseases the world had once caged are recurring on a frightening scale and frequency, while newer ones have been added, killing millions of humans and reducing the life expectancy of others. No one is safe as this trend is affecting areas and communities that were once well shielded. Released last week during UNEP's 23rd governing council meeting, GEO Year Book; An Overview of Our Changing Environment 2004/5, presents graphic evidence of a link between environmental change and "emergence and re-emergence of infectious diseases." The meeting brought together world environment ministers to review progress made by different countries on the Millennium Development Goals set in 2000. Delegates were particularly asked to focus on goals set to eradicate poverty and extreme hunger; empower women and others meant to ensure "sane and sensible" management of natural resources. From the deliberations, it was evident that such poorer parts of the world as sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia have made modest to poor progress as far as meeting these goals is concerned. It emerged that progress in these regions is increasingly being hampered by re-emergence of "older" diseases and the outbreak of new ones. According to the report, diseases that have earlier been controlled such as tuberculosis "are now rapidly increasing in incidence and geographic range." Newer diseases are also emerging and are breaking out frequently while pathogens that were once controlled by ordinary medicines have recently evolved to create, for example, drug-resistant strains of malaria and new strains of the influenza virus. Infectious diseases, the report says, remain the leading cause of death in the world, accounting for about 15 million deaths per year, which is 25 per cent of global mortality. Africa and South Asia remain the most affected, where infectious diseases have been the cause of two-thirds of all the deaths, especially deaths of children and young adults. UNEP says this is caused by degradation of the environment, widespread deforestation, biodiversity loss, rising consumption of unsafe water, emission of greenhouse gases and the loss of balance between species that potentially cause infectious diseases and their predators. http://allafrica.com/stories/200503010450.html
 Environment Necessary in Disaster Response - Toepfer

This Day (Lagos): Environmental issues, as an integral part of disaster reduction plans, must be at the centre of all development activity, the head of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), said recently. Speaking at the World Conference on Disaster Reduction in Kobe, UNEP's Executive Director, Klaus Toepfer, called for greater integration of environmental issues in disaster preparation and response, and underlined the importance of learning lessons from the recent tsunami disaster in South Asia. He warned that while it was too early to present a detailed assessment, early indications from UNEP's work on the Indian Ocean tsunami disaster were that the direct damage to the environment, including water supplies, forests and other natural resources, would likely be high in many of the countries affected. "Beyond the immediate concerns of threat to human health and livelihoods, there is increasing evidence of serious impacts on the natural environment, such as damage to coral reefs and protective forests in a number of countries," he said, adding that “at this stage, it is necessary to carefully assess the situation in a scientific manner. Beyond this, we must look at the necessary responses and also learn lessons from this terrible tragedy." "At the global level, in addition to a tsunami early warning system for the Indian Ocean, it is increasingly clear that we also need a multi-hazard early warning system that can cover all forms of natural and man-made disasters from typhoons to hurricanes to chemical accidents and oil spills," Toepfer said. "Such systems must incorporate more than technology. They should represent a new way of thinking that ensures environmental stability factors, based on local wisdom and knowledge, are built into disaster plans. http://allafrica.com/stories/200503010223.html
General Environment News

ADB Raises Awareness on Sustainable Energy Development, Unveils New Working Plan for Africa

Accra Mail (Accra): The African Development Bank (ADB) Group has closed a workshop on 'Developing sustainable energy for poverty reduction in Africa'. This workshop was held in Hotel Africa, Tunis, Tunisia from 23 to 25 February 2005. The overall goal of this workshop was to consult ADB's member countries and other key stakeholders in the energy sector on strategies to promote sustainable energy services in Africa with a special focus on assessing their technical assistance and training needs in order to develop appropriate interventions. This international workshop gathered the Bank's member countries, representatives from multilateral organizations, other regional development banks, private sector partners and suppliers in this field, as well as bilateral organizations. The ADB team also presented the outcomes of the on-going sub-regional assessments led in five regions including Northern, Eastern, Western, Central and Southern Africa. One of the expected outcomes of this workshop is a capacity building programme that will be developed into a long-term action plan that could be used to mobilize additional bilateral resources for its implementation. This consultative workshop on developing sustainable energy for poverty reduction in Africa is part of the strategy and work plan development for the FINESSE programme. The Sustainable Development and Poverty Reduction Unit (PSDU) of the Bank are currently implementing the Financing Energy Services for Small-Scale Energy Users (FINESSE) programme. The government of the Netherlands, through its Ministry of Development Co-operation (DGIS), is funding the FINESSE programme through a grant of over US$ 5.3 million provided to the Bank. At the closing of the workshop, PSDU Chief Mr. Yogesh Vyas, declared: "There was strong affirmation of the commitment of regional member countries to accelerate provision of renewable energy and energy efficiency in Africa,” This event is the ADB Group's response to the concrete evidence which show strong links between access to sustainable energy services and poverty reduction. http://allafrica.com/stories/200503010537.html
Top Environmental Rating for Namibia

The Namibian (Windhoek): NAMIBIA is the only country in Africa that has performed exceptionally well in all Global Environment Facility (GEF) programmes on the continent, according to the United Nations. The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) in Namibia, which facilitates the Small Grant Programme of the GEF, said recent UN reviews showed that Namibia was the only country in Africa that was recognized as having an exceptional performance. The country was identified as having exceptionally proficient and motivated environmental teams and the GEF activities correspond well with the Government's priorities. "The high rating also reflects the strong links between the UN, Government and civil society in Namibia," said the UNDP. The World Bank's GEF provides funds to community projects involved in the protection of the environment. These projects focus on biodiversity loss, climate change, degradation of international waters, ozone depletion, land degradation and organic pollutants. A two day workshop, looking at what the GEF's Small Grants Programme has achieved in the last two years and to look at ways to improve where necessary, started in Windhoek yesterday. A number of Namibian projects are benefiting from GEF, with some having already reached the end of the funding period. http://allafrica.com/stories/200503010078.html
Ghana Threatened By Global Warming

Ghanaian Chronicle (Accra): Stephen Asamoah Boateng, the Deputy Minister of Tourism and Modernization of the Capital City has stated that Ghana as a country would equally not be spared the threat of global warming if stringent measures are not taken by government and all stakeholders to curb the depleting nature of the environment. He said it would therefore be important that government as an institution of state sensitizes countrymen and women, especially vehicle owners and those in businesses indulged in mining activities and the cement industry, to be mindful of how waste is managed. According to him, if care is not taken in the disposal of waste product, it is likely to expose the country and its inhabitants to many dangers considering its effect on society. This was contained in an address to parliament on the Kyoto accord on global warming which came into force on 16th February 2005, seven years after it was agreed by a number of countries across the world. He noted that the harm refrigerators, especially second hand ones play in the consumption of Ozone Depleting Substances (ODS) deserve mentioning. This sector, according the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) sources, consume as much as 98% of the total ODS consumption in Ghana. According to him, in the coastal zone where most of his constituents in the Mfantseman west live, the situation is even more serious, indicating that apart from a few urban centers, the main economic activities are fishing and farming, with the people virtually living on low incomes. According to the EPA, if the current rates of the sea level rise continue, a total of 1,110km of land area may be lost as a consequence of a ¢1m rise by 2100. http://allafrica.com/stories/200503010174.html
Indigenous trees project appeals for support
Cape Town, South Africa (PANA) - The Wildlands Trust, an independent fund-raising and project management organization concerned with conservation-based community development in Kwa-Zulu Natal Province, is appealing to South Africans to support the Indigenous Trees for School Fees Project. In the project, school children are encouraged to plant seeds of indigenous trees that grow around them in their schoolyards and gardens adjacent to the Greater St Lucia Wetland Park in Zululand. They then sell the seedlings in order to raise money to pay for their school fees and uniforms. Last week saw the sponsors of the project buy the first major consignment of young trees from the communities of KwaJobe in the province. The premise of the project is quite simple: most of the schools in the region of the Greater St Lucia Wetland Park are within or close to indigenous forests. School children and their families are therefore encouraged to plant seeds of the indigenous trees and to sell the saplings annually to the Indigenous Trees for School Fees Project.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng074161&dte=01/03/2005
Sand Mining Threatening Lives in Liberia; Bleak Future for Reconstruction

Liberian Observer (Monrovia): Lands, Mines and Energy officials express grave concern at the alarming rates at which commercial sand miners are destroying and damaging the Atlantic Ocean outlets thus posing a serious and imminent danger as well as threats to many Liberians that presently nears Monrovia's sandy beaches. The intensive commercial sand mining in urban Liberia is gravely threatening many Liberians, especially those dwelling in the over crowded Liberian capital, Monrovia, according to well-placed officials at the Ministry of Lands, Mines and Energy. In an interview with the Daily Observer recently, the officials expressed grave concern at the alarming rates at which commercial sand miners are destroying and damaging the Atlantic Ocean out lets thus posing a serious and imminent danger as well as threats to many Liberians that presently nears Monrovia's sandy beaches. http://allafrica.com/stories/200503010884.html
Scientists Examine Flood Disaster in Niger Delta

This Day (Lagos): Since the Tsunami, the undersea quake in Indian Ocean whose tidal waves caused the death of over 160,000 people in the Asian countries of Indonesia, Sri Lanka and India last December, experts have been worried over the possibility of the disaster striking in Nigeria. With the country's well-known poor and ineffective response to emergency cases, this fear is not unfounded given the large scale of the destruction wrought on human lives and properties by the tsunami. Reports said that anywhere from 228,000 to 310,000 people were thought to have died as a result of the tsunami, and the count is not yet complete. In exclusive reports carried by THISDAY in the wake of the quake, the National Emergency Management Agency (NEMA) indeed gave insight as to the possibility of an earthquake hitting some parts of the country. According to NEMA, a possible eruption of the Lake Niyos may cause a disaster comparable to the recent Tsunami incident in parts of Asia. Lake Niyos is located on the boundary between Nigeria and Cameroon. The agency said areas that may be hit include Adamawa, Benue, Cross River and Taraba States.  Specifically, the geoscientists, under the aegis of the Nigerian Mining and Geosciences Society (NMGS) will from next Monday, take a critical look on the type of flooding problem prevalent in the Niger Delta, which could develop into the kind of tsunami disaster. The examination will come during the 41st Annual International Conference of the NMGS holding in Lagos. http://allafrica.com/stories/200503010217.html
Sasol's Study on Synthetic Fuels for China Ready Soon

Business Day (Johannesburg): SASOL, the world's largest synthetic fuels producer, could commission two plants that converting which would convert coal into liquid fuels in China as soon as 2010 or 2011, executive director Pat Davies indicated said yesterday. The group was also study ing opportunities to erect coal- to-liquid fuel plants in the US, Davies told analysts who were at the group's operations in Qatar on a site visit. A feasibility study into the Chinese projects would be completed by the end of the year and the anticipated start- up in 2010-11, said Davies. Sasol has identified Ningxia Autonomous region and Shaanxi province, both in the coal-rich western part of Chi na, for the projects that could each produce 70000-to 80000 barrels a day. At these production levels, the combined output of the Chinese plants would be equal to Sasol's total output of 160000 barrels a day from all of its coal to liquids operations in SA. The combined value of the Chinese projects has been estimated at about $6bn. http://allafrica.com/stories/200503010208.html
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UN Daily News – 1 March 2005

In the headlines:

• 
Annan denounces Iraqi terror attack as seeking to undermine peace and democracy

• 
Women's situation has improved, but serious challenges remain, UN officials say

• 
Empowering women the most effective development tool, Annan says

• 
Thai economist named to head UN trade body seeking to integrate poorer nations

• 
UN pullout would leave Timor-Leste facing insurmountable challenges, Security Council told

• 
One prisoner killed, several hurt in attempt to escape from UN jail in DR of Congo

• 
Three UN peacekeepers in Haiti wounded during patrols

• 
Swedish diplomat appointed top UN envoy for Côte d'Ivoire

• 
Prosecutor of UN-assisted Sierra Leone special court to step down

• 
UN Palestinian refugee agency seeks $1.1 billion over five years

• 
Give now to pre-empt repatriation crisis in south Sudan, says UN refugee chief

• 
UN civil service panel has crucial role in ensuring success of reform – Annan
Annan denounces Iraqi terror attack as seeking to undermine peace and democracy 

28 February - Condemning the latest terrorist attack in Iraq as "a flagrant violation of international humanitarian law" that seeks to undermine the prospects of peace, democracy and prosperity, Secretary-General Kofi Annan vowed today that the United Nations will continue to stand by the Iraqi people as they try to rebuild their country. 

"The Secretary-General appeals to all Iraqis to refrain from all acts of violence, put aside their differences and work together in a spirit of national reconciliation," a statement issued by his spokesman said of a suicide car bombing in Hillah, in which more than 110 civilians, police and National Guard volunteers were reportedly killed and at least 130 injured. 

"Ultimately, the foundations of a new Iraq can only be built through peaceful means, based on dialogue, mutual understanding and compromise," the statement added. 

The attack, the most deadly since the 30 January elections, came as Mr. Annan's Special Representative for Iraq, Ashraf Qazi, has held talks across the full political spectrum in Iraq in an effort to ensure that all elements participate in writing the new constitution, the main task of the new assembly, especially in view of the very low voter turnout and consequent representation of Sunni Arabs. 

Shiite Muslim Arabs, who voted in large numbers, are estimated to constitute about 60 per cent of the population, while Kurds – who also turned out en masse for the polls – and Sunni Arabs make up about 20 per cent each. 

Women's situation has improved, but serious challenges remain, UN officials say 

28 February - Women have gained ground in the struggle for equality with men over the past 10 years, but serious challenges remain, including the rise in trafficking of women and girls and their disproportionate representation in the ranks of the poor and those infected with HIV/AIDS, senior United Nations officials said today. 

They were addressing the opening session of the Commission on the Status of Women (CSW), which this year is conducting a 10-year review of the implementation of the Declaration and Programme of Action of the Fourth World Conference on Women in Beijing ("Beijing+10"). 

Other speakers included representatives of the four countries that hosted the major UN conferences on women: Mexico, Denmark, Kenya and China. 

According to the head of the Department for Economic and Social Affairs (DESA), Under-Secretary-General José Antonio Ocampo, among the improvements in the situation of women were "increased awareness, policy reforms, improved legislative frameworks and institutional development at the national level in many countries." 

Efforts were being made to engage men and boys more actively in the promotion of gender equality and more attention was being given to gender-sensitive budgeting and the critical roles played by non-government organizations (NGOs) in awareness-raising, advocacy, monitoring and programme delivery, he said. 

On the other hand, violence against women persisted, their participation in political decision-making was low, the prevalence of HIV/AIDS was high and both the pandemic and armed conflicts had a disproportionate impact on women's lives, Mr. Ocampo said. 

He drew attention to DESA's "World Survey on the Role of Women in Development," which showed women migrating by themselves to become the principal wage earners for their families, or fleeing from conflicts, natural disasters and other negative situations. 

"While migration can empower women, women migrants can face significant discrimination and exploitation," he said. "Women refugees and trafficked women and girls face particular problems, including vulnerability to sexual violence." 

At least 45 of the UN's 191 Member States now had laws against domestic violence and 21 more were either drafting such laws or amending criminal assault laws to include domestic violence, the Executive Director of the UN Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM), Noeleen Heyzer, said, giving her list of achievements. 

"And quotas or other affirmative measures have been adopted to increase women's representation in political decision-making in countries in all regions, including many countries emerging from conflict that are striving to build peaceful, more democratic societies," she said. 

The pace of change has been too slow since the Decade for Women began 30 years ago and the Beijing conference was held 10 years ago, however, she said. 

Women could not wait another 30 years for positive action when "it is still a woman's face we see when we speak of poverty, of HIV/AIDS, of violent conflict and social upheaval, of trafficking in human beings," Ms. Heyzer said. 

The Special Adviser to Secretary-General Kofi Annan on Gender Issues and the Advancement of Women, Rachel Mayanja, said, "Although no country has successfully addressed all critical areas of the Platform, many countries, both developing and developed, have shown that significant progress can be achieved by empowering women and reducing discrimination against women." 

Despite that progress, "gender inequality is deeply entrenched in policies, legislation, attitudes, traditions and societal institutions," she said. "The challenges facing us, therefore, are formidable." 

She challenged the CSW to devise new approaches to meet the requirements of the era of implementation. 

Over the years, for its part, the UN Commission on Human Rights had appointed a Special Rapporteur on violence against women, called for the integration of women's human rights and a gender perspective into its work and that of all specialized agencies and human rights mechanisms and treaty bodies, Commission Chairperson Makarim Wibisono of Indonesia said. 

It was time to build on successes and avoid complacency, he added. 

Ambassador Munir Akram of Pakistan, President of the UN Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC), stressed it was important to develop a better understanding of the strategies needed to respond to the challenges remaining. 

Discrimination against women affected not only women, but children, families and communities, he said. 

The First Lady of Mexico, Marta Sahagun de Fox, noted that the first women's conference in 1975 in Mexico City was the start of a long journey towards ensuring respect for women's rights. 

Women began then to have a voice in social and economic processes in which they had had no say and nations were experiencing a gradual but steady cultural change towards a more just life for women, she said. 

The 1980 Copenhagen conference contributed important building blocks to the Beijing Declaration, the Platform of Action and the Beijing+5 review document, said Eva Kjer Hansen, Denmark's Minister of Social Affairs and Gender Equality. 

She stressed the importance of eliminating violence against the 25 per cent of women who would experience it, calling domestic violence "outrageous and totally unacceptable by all moral and ethical standards." 

Kenya, which hosted the 1985 conference, had put women's access to land and credit and measures combating domestic violence laws among its priorities and was joining the international community in rededicating itself to the goals set in Beijing, said the country's Minister of Gender, Sports, Culture and Social Services, Ochillo Ayacko. 

Meanwhile, China had spared no effort in fulfilling its commitments under the Platform for Action and UN Member States should take this 10th anniversary as a new starting point to honour their pledges, said the Vice-Chairperson of China's National Committee on Women and Children, Zhao Shaohua. 

Empowering women the most effective development tool, Annan says 

28 February - Since the founders of the United Nations noted their faith in “the equal rights of men and women” on the first page of the UN Charter 60 years ago, studies have shown that “there is no tool for development more effective than the empowerment of women,” Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today. 

“No other policy is as likely to raise economic productivity, or to reduce infant and maternal mortality,” he said in remarks to the opening of the UN Commission on the Status of Women (CSW), which is meeting through next week to review progress in the 10 years since the Declaration and the Platform of Action was agreed at the Fourth World Conference on Women in 1995 in China (Beijing+10). 

“No other policy is as sure to improve nutrition and promote health – including the prevention of HIV/AIDS. No other policy is as powerful in increasing the chances of education for the next generation. And I would also venture that no policy is more important in preventing conflict, or in achieving reconciliation after a conflict has ended.” 

The high-level, two-week CSW meeting also marks the 30th anniversary of the first summit on women issues in Mexico City. 

What was needed now was the scaling up and targeting of the solutions that the Millennium Project Task Force on Education and Gender has recommended, he said, including providing primary and secondary education for girls, investing in infrastructure beneficial to women, increasing their role in policy-making and guaranteeing their rights to sexual and reproductive health, property ownership, inheritance and equality in employment. 

In addition, the Task Force had called for redoubled efforts to combat violence against girls and women. “That means, leadership in showing, by example, that when it comes to violence against women and girls, there are no grounds for tolerance and no tolerable excuses,” Mr. Annan said. 

Besides the benefits to society of investing in women, the most important fact was that women have the right to live in dignity and with freedom from want and fear. At the five-year review of progress on the Millennium Declaration in September he hoped leaders would take urgent action to achieve the Declaration’s goals, he said. 

Ten years after the Beijing Conference women were not only more aware of their rights, but were better able to exercise them, Mr. Annan said. “Life expectancy and fertility rates have improved. More girls are enrolled in primary education. More women are earning an income than ever before.” 

New challenges had emerged, such as the odious but ever-increasing trafficking in women and children and “the terrifying growth of HIV/AIDS among women, especially young women,” Mr. Annan said. 

Nonetheless, the past decade had shown that these challenges were not problems that lack solutions, he said. 

“We have learnt what works and what doesn’t work,” Mr. Annan said. 

Thai economist named to head UN trade body seeking to integrate poorer nations 

28 February - Secretary-General Kofi Annan has nominated the Director-General of the World Trade Organization (WTO), Supachai Panitchpakdi, to head the United Nations agency that for the past 40 years has sought to promote the development-friendly integration of developing countries into the world economy. 

If approved by the General Assembly, Mr. Supachai, a former Thai central banker and deputy prime minister who is a strong advocate of a fair deal in globalization for poorer nations, will succeed Rubens Ricupero of Brazil, who left last September as Secretary-General of the UN Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD). Since then, Carlos Fortin of Chile has acted as Officer-in-Charge. 

"I am absolutely delighted that Supachai Panitchpakdi has agreed," Mr. Annan said in a statement issued by his spokesman. 

"Dr. Supachai has done an outstanding job as Director-General of the World Trade Organization, particularly in pushing forward the very difficult process of the Doha round, on which rest many of the hopes for economic progress in developing countries and the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals," he added, referring to the targets of halving many of the world's ills, such as hunger and poverty by 2015. 

In his current role, Mr. Supachai was particularly disappointed at the collapse in 2003 of a major ministerial conference in Cancun, Mexico, that was meant to advance the Doha Development Agenda – adopted in 2001 in the Qatari capital of Doha in an effort to achieve freer trade worldwide. 

If Doha fails, he said then, the losers will be the poor of the world. The Cancun talks ran aground over issues ranging from speedy elimination of agricultural subsidies by rich countries that undercut farmers in the world's poorest nations to the so-called Singapore issues – trade and investment, competition policy, transparency in government procurement – which developing nations felt might interfere with their domestic policies. 

UNCTAD has been the focal point within the UN for the integrated treatment of trade and development and related issues in the areas of investment, finance, technology, enterprise development and sustainable development. 

It carries out three key functions: as a forum for intergovernmental deliberations, supported by discussions with experts and exchanges of experience, aimed at consensus building; in research, policy analysis and data collection for the debates of government representatives and experts; and in providing technical assistance tailored to the specific requirements of developing countries, with special attention to the needs of the least developed countries and economies in transition. 

UN pullout would leave Timor-Leste facing insurmountable challenges, Security Council told 

28 February - The withdrawal from Timor-Leste of United Nations military liaisons and police trainers as scheduled later this spring might leave the country facing insurmountable challenges in its path towards peace and stability, the top UN envoy to the nation told the Security Council today. 

The remarks by Sukehiro Hasegawa, Secretary-General Kofi Annan's Special Representative, came as the Council met to consider a report by Mr. Annan in which he recommends extending the UN presence in Timor-Leste beyond the 20 May expiration of the mandate of the UN Mission of Support for East Timor (UNMISET). 

In that report, Mr. Annan said a scaled-down UN mission should be kept in the country for another year to continue assisting Timorese authorities with border management and control, the development of a professional police service and of critical institutions, and the observance of democratic governance and human rights. 

"A premature termination of the tasks described above may jeopardize those very achievements as well as the significant investment that the international community has made in Timor-Leste since 1999," he wrote. 

Mr. Hasegawa told the Council today that he fully supported Mr. Annan's recommendation but added that the 12-month period could be shortened if bilateral and multilateral arrangements were found to assume the responsibilities that UNMISET currently performs. 

The reconfigured mission would run until 20 May 2006 and include 35 military liaison officers, down from 42, and 40 police trainers, down from the current 157. The number of civilian advisers would also be reduced, to 45 from 58, while the mission would have 10 human rights officers, down from the current 14. 

One prisoner killed, several hurt in attempt to escape from UN jail in DR of Congo 

28 February - One prisoner was killed and four others injured when a United Nations peacekeeping sentinel opened fire during an attempted escape by militia members from a makeshift jail in northeast Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) late last week, the UN mission in the country said today. 

The 15 prisoners were seized Thursday in Datule village and because there was no more space in Ndromo prison they were placed in an office which some of the military peacekeepers used for sleeping, the UN Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC) said in Bunia. 

In the early evening the prisoners broke down the door and went outside. While struggling with those prisoners who were trying to seize his weapon, the sentinel fired and "there are one dead, one person seriously wounded and three people slightly injured," but none succeeded in escaping, MONUC said. 

The injured were taken to a hospital in Bunia, the capital of the Ituri district, and MONUC said it was investigating the incident further. 

On Friday militia members ambushed and killed an officer and eight soldiers from MONUC in the same district as the "blue helmets" continued their efforts to protect internally displaced persons (IDPs) from looting, extortion and other acts of harassment by local militias. It was the worst attack on MONUC since the mission was launched in November 1999. 

Three UN peacekeepers in Haiti wounded during patrols 

28 February - Three United Nations peacekeepers in Haiti were shot at and slightly wounded by so far unidentified people during weekend patrols in an area of the Caribbean country's capital, Port-au-Prince, UN spokesman Fred Eckhard said today. 

Two of the soldiers from Brazil were shot at late Friday and the third on Saturday as they routinely patrolled the Bel Air neighbourhood. They received medical treatment, rejoined their contingent and were in good condition today, he told the daily press briefing at UN Headquarters in New York. 

The UN Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH) is investigating the shootings. 

Swedish diplomat appointed top UN envoy for Côte d'Ivoire 

28 February - A former Swedish ambassador has been nominated to be United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan's special representative for Côte d'Ivoire, leading peacekeeping efforts in the West African country, UN spokesman Fred Eckhard said today. 

In a letter to this month's Security Council President, Mr. Annan informed the 15 members of his intention to appoint Pierre Schori, formerly Sweden's permanent representative to the UN, and the Council was expected to reply by Wednesday, Mr. Eckhard said. 

Mr. Schori would replace Albert Tévoédjrè, who stepped down at the end of January as special representative and head of the UN Operation in Côte d'Ivoire (UNOCI). 

Meanwhile, UNOCI said it detained and disarmed 87 men today who had launched an early morning attack against a checkpoint of the rebel Forces Nouvelles in a western village called Logouale. During the operation to restore calm, a UNOCI peacekeeper and two civilians were injured. 

UNOCI said it saw the attack as a setback to the peace process at a time when the international community, especially South Africa, and the parties in the country itself were working towards finding a political solution to the divided country's crisis. 

It called on all parties to respect the ceasefire and the demilitarized zone. 

Prosecutor of UN-assisted Sierra Leone special court to step down 

28 February - The Prosecutor of the Special Court for Sierra Leone, set up with United Nations help to try those most responsible for war crimes committed during the West African country's civil war in the 1990s, today notified Secretary General Kofi Annan that he will leave his post this summer. 

David M. Crane wrote Mr. Annan that he would not seek reappointment and will step down on 15 July. 

Mr. Crane was appointed in April 2002 and issued his first set of indictments seven months later. Six of the eight indictees – including former Internal Affairs Minister Sam Hinga Norman and former Revolutionary United Front (RUF) leader Foday Sankoh – were arrested in Operation Justice on 10 March 2003 in Sierra Leone. Since then there have been five other indictments issued. Nine of these indictees are in custody and being tried in three joint criminal trials. 

Following Mr Crane's 17-count indictment on war crimes and crimes against humanity of then-President Charles Taylor of Liberia, Mr. Taylor fled to Calabar, Nigeria. Mr. Taylor is only the second Head of State in history, and the first African, ever to be indicted for war crimes. 

Mr. Crane told the Secretary General that he hoped he could serve mankind and the United Nations in another capacity someday. By statute only the Secretary General can appoint a Prosecutor for the Special Court. 

The Special Court is the world's first hybrid international war crimes tribunal, and was established by an agreement in January 2002 between the United Nations and the Republic of Sierra Leone. It is headquartered in the capital Freetown. 

UN Palestinian refugee agency seeks $1.1 billion over five years 

28 February - The main United Nations agency helping Palestinian refugees today presented a $1.1-billion blueprint to improve the life chances of 4 million Palestinians and enhance their ability to support themselves over five years. 

“This is not a prescriptive plan, it is an outline meant to accommodate changing realities and needs on the ground,” UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA) Commissioner-General Peter Hansen told an international donors’ meeting in Geneva. 

“It is a testimony to the commitment of UNRWA and its donor partners to help the Palestine refugees live in dignity and achieve their ambitions for self-reliance and development.” 

In recent years UNRWA resources have not kept pace with the growing needs of the refugees and by many indicators the refugees are slipping backwards in comparison with the non-refugees they live amongst. Refugee education and health facilities are often hugely overcrowded and under-equipped. 

Refugee homes, especially those of the one-third who live in camps, are in a dilapidated condition, while UNRWA’s tools for helping refugees out of poverty are woefully overstretched. 

UNRWA’s medium term plan (MTP) is the product of many months of dialogue between the Agency and the donor community and has been influenced by the recommendations of a major conference held in June 2004 in Geneva to examine the future of humanitarian assistance to Palestine refugees. 

It will enhance the quality of education, health and social services but also better promote self-reliance among the refugees by extending the Agency’s micro-credit programme, increasing its provision of vocational training and by upgrading the conditions in the refugee camps. 

In education, priorities include matching host authority curricula, reducing the use of rented schools, reducing classroom overcrowding and creating special educational needs centres to work with the most vulnerable children. In health, it focuses on reducing the excessive workloads of medical staff, expanding psycho-social support and early detection of disabilities for children. 

Last year UNRWA received the most donations for a single year in its 55-year history – more than $502 million. 

Give now to pre-empt repatriation crisis in south Sudan, says UN refugee chief 

28 February - The acting United Nations refugee chief has appealed to the international community to pre-empt a crisis in south Sudan before it happens by investing now in the cash-strapped operation to help 4.5 million refugees and displaced people return home and stay home. 

“The crisis isn’t there yet, which makes it harder to galvanize donations, but it is just as important,” Wendy Chamberlin told reporters a day after assuming temporary leadership of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) following the resignation of Ruud Lubbers. 

Ms. Chamberlin has just returned from a visit to the region where a UNHCR advance team is preparing for the return of some 550,000 Sudanese from neighbouring countries now that a peace accord between the Government and southern rebels has ended Africa’s longest civil war. 

Plans aimed at quickly putting in place the basic groundwork for a voluntary repatriation operation and conditions for refugees to return home will also benefit 4 million internally displaced persons (IDPs) who are starting to return on their own to the same areas. 

Ms. Chamberlin called for donations for the projects “to prevent suffering, to prevent a crisis when refugees go back.” She expressed caution about a rapid return home of the 550,000 refugees currently in neighbouring countries. Asked by refugees she met in Kenya and Uganda if she would advise them to go home right now, she said she told them: “No. The work isn’t done yet. The infrastructure is not there yet.” 

UNHCR’s budget for 2005 for southern Sudan is about $62 million, but so far no funds have been received for the programme. While she noted that some donors, in particular the United States and the Netherlands, have indicated that they will be making contributions, much more is still needed. 

UN civil service panel has crucial role in ensuring success of reform – Annan 

28 February - As the United Nations prepares to enact far-reaching reforms to meet the new challenges of the new millennium, the panel coordinating the conditions of staff service has a crucial role to play to ensure that the world body can attract personnel of the highest competence and integrity, Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today. 

"Executive Heads look to you for help in compensating staff at competitive rates, strengthening management, encouraging mobility around the UN system, and addressing problems such as the recruitment and retention of staff at difficult duty stations," he told the 60th session of the International Civil Service Commission (ICSC) in Bangkok. 

"Executive Heads are also looking forward to the General Assembly's forthcoming discussion on the report of the panel on strengthening the international civil service and the functioning of the Commission," he said in a message delivered by the Executive Secretary of the UN Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), noting the recent decision granting paternity leave. 

"As you know, this is a crucial year for the United Nations. The General Assembly will hold a Summit meeting in September, at which it is hoped that world leaders will enact far-reaching reforms. The issues that fall within the Commission's purview are of central importance to that effort," he added. 

"Just as I have been urging Member States to rise to the occasion, so do I call on you to meet this challenge and do your utmost to create for the staff of the United Nations system, at the more than 500 duty stations at which they serve the world's people, the conditions they need to succeed." 

The 15-member ICSC is an independent expert body established by the General Assembly, charged with regulating and coordinating the conditions of service of staff in the UN common system, while promoting and maintaining high standards in the international civil service. 

Its mandate covers all facets of employment conditions, but the type of action it is empowered to take in a specific area is regulated under its statute. On some matters such as establishment of daily subsistence allowance, cost-of-living element and hardship entitlements, it may take decisions itself. 

In other areas, it makes recommendations to the General Assembly which then acts as the legislator for the rest of the common system. Such matters include professional salary scales, the level of dependency allowances and education grant. 

On still other matters, the Commission makes recommendations to the executive heads of the organizations, in particular concerning human resources policy issues. 

UN atomic watchdog seeks ‘full transparency’ from Iran on all nuclear activities 

28 February - The United Nations agency entrusted with preventing the spread of nuclear weapons called on Iran today to provide “full transparency” on all its nuclear activities, noting that information on some outstanding issues was still pending, while progress has been made on others. 

“In view of the past undeclared nature of significant aspects of Iran’s nuclear programme, a confidence deficit has been created, and it is therefore essential that Iran works closely with the Agency in a proactive manner in order for us to build the necessary confidence and achieve the required degree of assurance,” the International Atomic Energy Agency’s (IAEA) Director-General, Mohamed ElBaradei, stressed. 

Mr. ElBaradei’s statement to the IAEA Board of Governors in Vienna was the latest act in the saga that began two years ago when it became clear that Iran had for many years concealed its nuclear activities in breach of its legal obligations under the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT). 

Iran has consistently denied it is seeking nuclear weapons, insisting its programme is purely for energy generation but the IAEA chief has previously said his agency is not in a position to conclude that there are no undeclared nuclear materials or activities in the country. 

Today he noted that since his last report in November, Iran has facilitated Agency access under its safeguards agreements to nuclear material, facilities and other locations, including a transparency visit to a military site. 

The IAEA has also continued verification of Iran’s voluntary suspension of enrichment and reprocessing related activities that can produce the fuel needed for a nuclear weapon and has made progress in two important issues – the origin of contamination on equipment and information on Iran’s centrifuge programmes, which can yield enriched uranium. 

“As the Agency continues to work towards completing its assessment of all outstanding issues related to Iran’s nuclear programme, I would encourage Iran to provide full transparency with respect to all of its nuclear activities, by providing in full detail and in a prompt manner all information that could shed light on some of the outstanding issues,” Mr. ElBaradei said. “In some cases, the receipt of information is still pending, which in turn delays our work.” 

Turning to the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK), he said the country remained “a serious challenge to the nuclear non-proliferation regime” since it withdrew from the NPT two years ago, thus ending Agency verification. 

“The recent declaration by the DPRK that it possesses nuclear weapons is a matter of the utmost concern and has serious security implications, and highlights yet again the importance and the urgency of finding a diplomatic solution through dialogue,” he added. 

“The Agency stands ready to work with the DPRK and with all others towards a solution that addresses both the security needs of the DPRK and the needs of the international community to ensure that all nuclear activities in the DPRK are exclusively for peaceful purposes.” 

Mr. ElBaradei also noted that Egypt had failed to report certain nuclear material and facilities, but only small amounts were involved, Egyptian scientists had discussed the matters openly in published scientific literature, and the country had taken corrective action to provide the required reports. 

Nevertheless, these failures “are a matter of concern,” he added, calling on all governments “to pay close attention to their reporting obligations, and treat them with the seriousness they deserve.” 

Secretary-General condemns suicide attack in Tel Aviv 

25 February - United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today condemned “in the strongest possible terms” this evening's suicide bomb attack in Tel Aviv. 

Mr. Annan expressed hope that immediate action will be taken to apprehend the perpetrators and bring them to justice, according to a statement released by his spokesman. 

Spokesman Fred Eckhard said the terrorist attack “should not be allowed to undermine the recent positive steps taken by both sides” of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 

Annan hails decision by Togo's leader to step down, pledges UN support for political transition 

26 February - United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan has pledged support for Togo's political transition now that the country's leader, Faure Gnassingbe, has stepped down just weeks after taking power when his father, who was then president, died. 

Mr. Gnassignbe's latest move paves the way for the National Assembly to designate an Interim Head of State who will oversee the organization of the forthcoming elections in accordance with the Constitution. 

It also prompted the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) to lift the sanctions it had imposed on Togo. 

Mr. Annan welcomed these developments in a statement released by his spokesman late Friday. “He reaffirms the commitment of the United Nations to support current efforts towards facilitating a smooth transition in Togo,” spokesman Fred Eckhard said. 

Togo's political crisis began when its President, Gnassingbe Eyadema, died on 5 February, leaving a power vacuum he had filled for decades. In a break with the constitutional succession process, his son, a cabinet minister, was appointed Head of State. 

The constitution, which required that the President of the National Assembly become acting president until fresh elections were held within 60 days, was hastily amended, sparking violence in the capital, Lomé. 

When regional talks aimed at ending Togo's constitutional crisis hit an impasse, ECOWAS suspended Togo's membership last weekend. 

Landmark UN tobacco-control treaty becomes law 

28 February - The United Nations global treaty on tobacco came into force yesterday with a plea to all countries to join the landmark compact that seeks to curb a product that now claims nearly 5 million lives worldwide each year and causes an estimated annual net loss of $200 billion in treatment and lost productivity. 

“I encourage all countries to become party to this treaty, and to implement the range of measures which will make tobacco use less and less attractive to people,” World Health Organization (WHO) Director-General Lee Jong-wook said of the Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC). 

The treaty requires parties to restrict tobacco advertising, sponsorship and promotion, set new labelling and clean indoor air controls, and strengthen laws against tobacco smuggling. It needed ratification by 40 countries to enter into force and 57, representing 2.3 billion people, over a third of the world’s population, have so far done so. 

Countries party to the treaty are bound to translate its general provisions into national laws and regulations. They will have, for example, three years to ensure that tobacco packaging has strong health warnings, and five years to establish comprehensive advertising, promotion and sponsorship bans. 

If current trends are not reversed, tobacco will prematurely end the lives of 10 million people a year by 2020, WHO said. It is the only legal product that causes the death of one half of its regular users. This means that of the current 1.3 billion smokers, 650 million people will die prematurely due to tobacco. 

Evidence shows that smoking harms nearly every organ of the body. Tobacco use is the cause of the majority of lung cancer cases and it has been linked to many other types of cancer, such as cervical and kidney cancer. Other health risks associated with tobacco include heart attacks, strokes and other cardiovascular diseases; bronchitis, asthma and other respiratory diseases, as well as infertility. 

Tobacco use continues to expand, especially in the developing world, where currently half of the deaths due to tobacco occur. If the trends continue, seven out of every ten deaths due to tobacco will occur in the developing world by 2020. 

UN agency helps organize food airdrops over Afghan regions struck by deadly cold wave 

27 February - Responding to poor road conditions and heavy snow in Afghanistan, the United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) is organizing relief airdrops over two remote areas in the centre of the country. 

Coalition forces aircraft dropped 40 tons of food provided by WFP over Tulak and Saghar districts in the central Ghor province. WFP's partner, Samander Development Programme, is working with local authorities and community leaders to distribute the food to 7,600 people there. 

The snow has recently hampered relief activities in various parts of Afghanistan, according to WFP, which illustrated the difficulty by reporting that one of its four-wheel drive vehicles took seven hours to cover a 10 kilometre distance in Ghor province. 

Many people, especially children, have died because of the unusual cold wave, most falling victim to severe respiratory diseases such as pneumonia and tuberculosis. 

Mohamed Naem, a 36-year old villager in Farsi district told WFP aid workers who have been stranded because of snow for the past few weeks that his neighbours are in bad need of food, medicine and heating supplies. 

“We are about to run out of bushes and animal dung that we had stocked during the year,” he said. “Now I wonder what to burn next so that I can keep warm.” 

Khair Mohamed Khairkhwa, the Governor of Hirat province, has called on WFP and the United States–led coalition to provide food airdrops for 5,500 of people who have been cut off in his province due to the extreme weather conditions. 

Near Hirat City, the heavy snowfall has blocked access roads to about 80 villages which have become inaccessible from the district centres. WFP is considering ways to assist the people there. 

First US football, now Australian rugby scores for UN tsunami relief 

28 February - First it was the United States with football. Now it is Australia with rugby with a bit of on-site fieldwork to assist the United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) in its emergency operations to feed the hundreds of thousands of people left destitute by the Indian Ocean tsunami. 

Former Australian rugby captain Nick Farr-Jones has visited Indonesia’s Aceh province, the worst-hit area in the dozen countries devastated by the disaster on 26 December, to see first-hand WFP’s efforts to deliver food to survivors and tour several WFP-supported projects. 

His visit follows that by several National Football League (NFL) players, who earlier this month helped WFP deliver food by loading helicopters and participating in distributions to displaced families Indonesia and Sri Lanka, thereby raising the agency’s profile among the donor community. 

Mr. Farr-Jones was appointed as a WFP Goodwill Ambassador for the 2003 World Cup, when WFP teamed up with the International Rugby Board (IRB) to raise awareness of the world's 800 million hungry people. 

From Indonesia, he is travelling to London to assist with IRB’s Rugby Aid match on 5 March. Funds raised by the event, which will see a Southern Hemisphere XV play a Northern Hemisphere XV, are destined for WFP operations. 

____________________________________________________________________________________
1 March 2005
Daily Press Briefing by the Office of the Spokesman for the Secretary-General
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Stéphane Dujarric, Associate Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon.

**Guest at Noon
I’ve got quite a few items here for you today.

Joining me in a short while will be Ambassador Melvyn Levitsky, the United States member of the International Narcotics Control Board, who will be here to discuss the Board’s annual report.

**Quartet
REGI London, following their meeting in London today, of the Middle East Quartet, members issued a joint statement.

Quartet members -- which include, as you know the European Union, the Russian Federation, the United States and the United Nations -- reaffirmed their commitment to help Israelis and Palestinians make progress toward a two-State solution.  They noted the fragile state of the current momentum and encouraged both parties to continue direct dialogue and negotiations.

The members of the group agreed on the need to ensure that a new PalestinianState is truly viable, including with contiguous territory in the West Bank.

They also called for the full implementation of the commitments made by Israelis and Palestinians at the recent Sharm el-Sheikh summit.  Quartet members added that the withdrawal from Gaza and parts of the West Bank should be undertaken in a manner consistent with the “Road Map”.  And the full text of the statement is available upstairs.

**SG in London
Earlier today, the Secretary-General addressed the London Conference in Support of the Palestinian Authority, which was convened by British Prime Minister Tony Blair.  The Secretary-General told the Conference that the sense of expectation is palpable, and that “there is a feeling that, after long years of suffering, bitterness and despair, better days may lie ahead”.

He told Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas that he acted courageously to restrain violence and has clearly articulated a vision of the future for Palestinians that is based on dignity and justice.  The Secretary-General focused on three areas of Palestinian reform:  good governance, security and economic development.  And we have copies of the Secretary-General’s speech upstairs.

In the margins of the meeting, the Secretary-General met with Arab League Secretary-General Amre Moussa, French Foreign Minister Michel Barnier and US Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice.  In all three meetings, the participants discussed developments in Iraq, Syria and Lebanon.

The Secretary-General also discussed the situation in Sudan with Amre Moussa, and Côte d’Ivoire and this September’s General Assembly summit with the French Foreign Minister.

After the meeting with Rice, the Secretary-General, in a brief press encounter, said that he and the Secretary of State had discussed UN reform, Iraq, Iran, Syria and Lebanon, North Korea, Côte d’Ivoire, Sudan and Nepal.

He told the press that he felt the Palestinians have handled the transition “extremely well and competently”, and added his hope that today’s meeting would add to the momentum that has been gathering.

After a luncheon hosted by Prime Minister Blair, the Secretary-General attended the meeting of the Quartet, which I have just mentioned.  And later, he is to meet with Blair to discuss UN reform, Iraq, Syria and Lebanon, as well as the Prime Minister’s Africa initiative.  This evening, the Secretary-General is scheduled to meet with President Abbas.  And we expect him back in the office on Thursday.

**Statement Attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General
And now I have a statement on Burundi:

“The Secretary-General would like to congratulate warmly the Transitional Government of Burundi and the Burundian people for the successful conduct of the referendum on the post-transitional constitution, which took place yesterday.

“In welcoming this important event in the national history of Burundi, the Secretary-General also calls on all Burundian parties to build on this positive momentum and ensure the early conduct of the national elections that would conclude the transitional process in the country.”

**Burundi
Our mission in Burundi reported that voters turned out in large numbers to vote for a new constitution yesterday, with people lining up to cast their vote as early as 6 in the morning just as the polling stations were about to open.  Crowds continued to pour into the stations in an orderly and calm manner throughout the day.

**Security Council
Turning to the Security Council, Brazil has assumed the Security Council Presidency for the month of March.  Today, the new Council President, Ambassador Ronaldo Mota Sardenberg, is holding bilateral meetings on the month’s programme of work.  And he will brief you following tomorrow’s consultations here in 226.

Last night, following consultations on the situation in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, the Security Council President for February, Ambassador Adechi of Benin, read a press statement on the Middle East.

In it, Council members condemned in the strongest possible terms Friday’s terrorist attack in Tel Aviv and called on all parties to exercise maximum restraint and to continue on the path of direct dialogue and negotiations in order to implement the Road Map and to realize the vision of two States living side by side in peace and security.

**MONUC – Ambush Arrests Made
Turning to the situation in the DRC, the UN Mission in that country says it’s been informed by the Government that three people have now been arrested in Kinshasa in relation to last week’s attack in which nine UN peacekeepers were killed in the eastern part of that country.  The Mission’s chief, William Swing, made the announcement at a memorial service for the fallen “blue helmets” which took place in Kinshasa today.

**DRC – Humanitarians Stop
Also on the DRC, the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) says that humanitarian organisations have suspended help for 40,000 internally displaced people (IDPs) in the Kakwa and Tché areas of the Ituri district in the eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo.  The suspension follows Friday’s attack on the UN peacekeepers.

The latest suspension means that there are now more than 54,000 recently displaced people without vital aid in Ituri.  OCHA says the humanitarian community will continue to review the security situation on a daily basis to determine whether aid activities can resume in the area.  And we have more information upstairs.

**DSG Spends Day in Liberia
Turning to the Deputy Secretary-General:  As you know, she is on a mission in Liberia to emphasize the Secretary-General’s zero-tolerance policy for sexual exploitation and abuse by UN peacekeepers and she met in Monrovia with the Senior Management of the UN mission, as well as the Country Team.  She also held a working-level meeting with Mission personnel who are working on those issues of sexual exploitation; and held a town hall meeting with the mission civilian and military staff.

Accompanied by Special Representative Jacques Paul Klein, the Deputy Secretary-General visited the town of Greenville in the morning, reviewing Ethiopian peacekeepers and paying a courtesy call on Gyude Bryant, the Chairman of the National Transitional Government of Liberia.

The Deputy Secretary-General and Chairman Bryant discussed preparations for the 11 October Liberian national elections, and the severe shortfall in donor funding for the reintegration of ex-combatants, as well as progress on restructuring and retraining of Liberian armed forces.

Special Representative Jacques Klein also noted that any allegations of sexual exploitation or abuses would be taken very seriously at the highest level in the Mission.

**Somalia
Turning to Somalia, the challenges facing Somalia are enormous, although the current power-sharing arrangement is the country’s most inclusive peace process ever, the Secretary-General says.

In his report to the Security Council, the Secretary-General notes that Somali President Abdullahi Yusuf has sought the help of African Union peacekeepers to help the Transitional Federal Government to relocate to Somalia.  The Secretary-General says that the United Nations is prepared to support the African Union in the planning of a protection force.  In the report, he says he intends to appoint a Special Representative, at the Assistant Secretary-General level, to lead the expanded UN role.

Côte d’Ivoire
On Côte d’Ivoire, the Acting Special Representative of the Secretary-General in that country, Alan Doss, as well as the Force Commander, General Abdoulaye Fall, and other UN officials held a meeting with President Laurent Gbagbo today and discussed the security situation in the country, particularly in the West, a day following an early morning attack on a western village.

The UN mission observed that what had happened in the west early yesterday has proved that militias are armed and can be belligerent.  The mission reported that tension is also mounting in the east part of the country.  And the UN Force Commander, General Fall, hopes to meet with his Côte d’Ivoire and French counterparts later today.

Meanwhile, the mission expressed concern about the present tensions on the humanitarian situation in the country.  The deterioration of the security situation would only further exacerbate assistance needs in the country.

**Refugee Statistics
The office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees today released its annual statistics on asylum seekers arriving in industrialized countries.  In 2004, the number of asylum seekers fell sharply for the third year in a row, reaching its lowest level in 16 years across all the industrialized countries for which comparable historical statistics are available.

The top receiving country in 2004 was France, with an estimated 61,000. The United States, which was the top country last year, came in second with 52,000. While the UK fell to third and Germany -- the top asylum receiving country for 13 in the past 20 years -- was in fourth place.  The largest group of asylum seekers in 2004 was from the Russian Federation.  The majority of which are Chechens. The next largest groups of asylum seekers were from Serbia and Montenegro, many of whom are from Kosovo.  Perhaps most striking statistics, says UNHCR, is that the number of Afghan asylum seekers has fallen by 83 per cent in the past three years.

**Sudan
Also from UNHCR, the Refugee agency and its partners are starting work this week on a new refugee camp in eastern Chad to accommodate Sudanese refugees who have fled Darfur.  The camp will be the twelfth established in eastern Chad.  In all, more than 200,000 Sudanese refugees live in camps in eastern Chad.  The two-year-old conflict in Darfur has also uprooted another 1.8 million people in Darfur itself.

**Georgia
A note on Georgia.  Torture and ill-treatment by law enforcement officials still exist in Georgia, but the authorities have taken some positive measures to fight the problem.  That’s what Manfred Nowak, the UN’s Special Rapporteur on torture, said today, following a weeklong visit to the country.  He also noted deplorable conditions in the Ministry of Justice’s pre-trial detention facilities.  And we have more upstairs on his visit.

**Terrorism
A couple more notes.  In the vital debate about how best to respond to terrorism and prevent further attacks, the fate of those who survive terrorist attacks is too often neglected.

That remark is part of the Secretary-General’s message to mark the launch of a new book, called “The Trauma of Terrorism”.  The launch will be held at 3:30 this afternoon, in Conference Room 1 here at UN Headquarters, and will feature a panel discussion on terrorism by some of the book’s authors, as well as a musical performance.  The event will be chaired by Assistant Secretary for Political Affairs, Danilo Türk.  And we have the full text of the message available upstairs.

Meanwhile, for the first time, Javier Rupérez, head of the UN Counter-Terrorism Executive Directorate, is attending a meeting of directors-general of special services, state security and law-enforcement agencies in Russia.  In a statement to the meeting he stressed the importance of cooperation and joint action by intelligence agencies in preventing terrorist acts.

**Press Conferences Tomorrow
Turning to tomorrow, a couple of press conferences:  The Permanent Mission of the Netherlands will be sponsoring a press conference by the non-governmental organization Equality Now on the Beijing+10 campaign against sex discriminatory laws.  Speakers will include the actress Meryl Streep and Taina Bien-Aime, the Executive Director of Equality Now.

And at 3:30, the Senegalese Minister of Community Development, Culture and Gender Affairs, Aida Mbodj will be here to talk to you about Beijing+10.

And also today, the French Minister for Parity and Equality in the Workplace, Nichole Ameline, will hold a press conference in this room.

And I think that’s about it from me.  Any questions?

Yes, Mohammad?

Questions and Answers
Question:  Stéphane, how many peacekeeping forces and UNHCR staff have exploited children in African countries?  And my other question is about the mission of Mr. Fitzgerald -- with whom has he met in recent days and how long will his mission take?

Associate Spokesman:  I think you can expect Mr. Fitzgerald to continue for a further couple of weeks.  But, obviously he will determine when he feels his work on the ground is completed.

We’ve not given you day-to-day update on his work, as this is an ongoing inquiry, but I do know that on his first day of work he met with the relevant Lebanese authorities who have been assisting him in the carrying out of his mission.  And as for your other question, I don’t have numbers off the top of my head.  This is, obviously, an area that is of extreme concern to the Secretary-General and to the UN as a whole.  As you know, we’ve been very proactive in the last few weeks and months to track down any sexual abuse of children or civilians, and we’re determined to put an end to it, inasmuch as we can, with these new policies that the Secretary-General has put in place.  And that’s obviously the message that the Deputy Secretary-General will be delivering in person to peacekeepers and civilian staff in the missions that she is visiting.

Yes?

Question:  In reference to the arrest or the announcement of the arrest made by William Swing; do you know what particular (inaudible)...group is? (Inaudible)...numbers of?

Associate Spokesman:  It’s a good question.  Let me take Edie’s question, and while I answer that, I will look to answer yours.  Edie?

Question:  Mine’s very simple, I thought the French Minister was having her press conference this afternoon?

Associate Spokesman:  I probably was wrong, as I often tend to be.  You know what, I’ll check.  Maybe one of my colleagues can bring me down a note in the meantime.

Let me get back to you.  We have the names available upstairs.

Question:  One more question for you.  Do you know when and if William Swing is going to resign?

Associate Spokesman:  Ambassador Swing is in Kinshasa, as you know, today.  He will be on his way to New York tomorrow.  We don’t expect him here before Thursday.  While here, he will review with the Secretary-General and senior staff his plans to crack down on sexual abuse and exploitation in the DRC, in the UN mission.  There will also be a review of the success rate so far of the policies and how they have been applied.

As you know, recently there have been some far-reaching changes in the civilian and military structure of the UN mission, right down to the battalion commanders; a number of whom have been rotated out.  In the context of that discussion, there will be a discussion on Ambassador Swing’s own plans for the future.  But, at this point, he has not resigned.

Any other questions?

Ambassador, please, welcome.

(Issued separately)




	


            UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





This Day (Lagos) - UNEP's Governing Council Goes Tough On Heavy Metals


ABC Radio - Australia, pacific nations in talks on reducing contamination


Scoop News - NZ and Pacific region reducing toxic chemicals


Stuff National News - NZ hosts Pacific workshop on cleaning up pollutants


The East African (Nairobi) - Environmental Destruction Has Unleashed New Diseases – UNEP


UN News Centre - UN environmental agency steps up battle against marine pollution


Borneo Online - Trees essential to prevent tsunami damage


Kerala News - Nature: Pact to curb mercury is rejected


Al Bawaba News - Move to restore marshlands of southern Iraq


The Indonesian National News Agency - HEADLINE: INDONESIA IN STRATEGIC POSITION IN HANDLING ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES


IPR Strategic Business  - HEADLINE: PLANS TO IMPROVE WATER QUALITY


Associated Press Worldstream - HEADLINE: Trees, buffer zones essential to prevent future tsunami damage: UN


Der Standard (Austria) - Internationale Quecksilber-Reduktion bei UN-Meeting abgelehnt


Sonnenseite.com - Tsunami hinterlässt Giftmüll an den Stränden Afrikas


Süddeutsche Zeitung - ÜBERSCHRIFT: Die Antriebswelle; Weltweit reifen Pläne für den Umstieg von Öl auf Wasserstoff
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