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Dirty dozen ban
THE countdown has begun to ban 12 of the most dangerous chemical pollutants. Known as persistent organic pollutants, or POPs, the dirty dozen are known to cause cancer and damage reproductive, nervous and immune systems. 

The Stockholm Convention on POPs comes into force on 17 May, legally binding governments to ban immediately the production and environmental release of most of these chemicals. The 90-day countdown was triggered last week when France became the 50th country to ratify the convention.

POPs, such as dioxins, furans and polychlorinated biphenols, are highly stable compounds that can take decades to break down. They are not water-soluble but can accumulate in the body's fatty tissue, where they can reach up to 70,000 times background levels.

According to the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), DDT, a POP used in insecticides, will not be banned immediately because of concerns that doing so would leave millions of people vulnerable to malaria. UNEP says the convention will help focus the search for alternatives to DDT.
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Biosafety protocol well implemented: UNEP

DATELINE: NAIROBI, March 1

BODY:
The 87 member states of the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety have adopted documentation requirements and other procedures for promoting the safety of international trade in living or genetically modified organisms ( GMO), the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) said here Monday.

The governments adopted the Biosafety Protocol in January 2000 to ensure the safe transfer, handling and use of the GMOs that may adversely effect the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity, taking also into account risks to human health, the Nairobi-based UNEP said in a press release. 

Under the new system, which entered into force in September 2003, all bulk shipments of genetically engineered crops intended for food, feed or processing are to be identified as "may contain GMOs."

"Now that a system for identifying and labeling GMO exports has become operational, countries can enjoy the benefits of biotechnology with greater confidence while avoiding the potential risks," Hamdallah Zedan, the protocol's executive secretary, was quoted as saying by the release.

"This rigorous system for handling, transporting, packaging and identifying GMOs is in the best interests of everyone --developed and developing countries, consumers and industry, and all those who care deeply about our natural environment," he said.

Meanwhile, UNEP disclosed that over the next year, an expert group will further elaborate the documentation and handling requirements for those bulk agricultural shipments, said the release.

Key issues still to be resolved include the percentage of modified material that these shipments may contain and still be considered GMO-free and the inclusion of any additional detailed information, said the UN agency.
PANA

Cartagena Protocol member states adopt documentation

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - The 87 member states who signed the

Cartagena Protocol on Bio-safety that entered into force in

September 2003, have adopted documentation requirements and

other procedures for promoting the safety of international

trade in living (or genetically) modified organisms (known

as LMOs, or GMOs).

Under the new system, all bulk shipments of genetically

engineered crops intended for food, feed or processing (such as

soybeans and maize) are to be identified as "may contain LMOs".

The accompanying documentation should also indicate the contact

details of the importer, exporter or other appropriate authority.

Over the next year, an expert group will further elaborate

the documentation and handling requirements for these bulk

agricultural shipments.

Key issues still to be resolved include the percentage of

modified material that these shipments may contain and still

be  considered GMO-free and the inclusion of any additional

detailed information. A decision on these matters will be

considered at the next meeting to be held in 2005.

An agreement has also been reached on more detailed

documentation requirements for those GMOs (such as genetically

engineered seeds and fish) that are meant to be introduced

directly into the environment.

The documentation accompanying such GMOs should specify the

common, scientific and commercial names of the modified organism,

the transformation event code or unique identifier code, any

handling and storage requirements, contact details in the case

of emergency, and how the GMO is to be used.

"Now that a system for identifying and labelling GMO exports

has become operational, countries can enjoy the benefits of

biotechnology with greater confidence while avoiding the

potential risks," said Hamdallah Zedan, the Protocol's

Executive Secretary.

"This rigorous system for handling, transporting, packaging

and identifying GMOs is in the best interests of everyone -

developed and developing countries, consumers and industry,

and all those who care deeply about our natural environment,"

he said.

The meeting also adopted procedures and mechanisms for

Promoting compliance with the Protocol and assisting countries

in cases of non-compliance. It established a 15-member

compliance committee that will submit regular reports and

recommendations to the governing body of the Protocol.

A negotiating group of legal and technical experts on liability

and redress for damages resulting from trans-boundary movements

of GMOs was also launched and asked to develop a regime by 2008.

The group must consider issues such as insurance and the

definition and valuation of damage to bio-diversity.

Other adopted decisions focus on making the Bio-safety

Clearing House fully functional (the Clearing House will

enable governments to share information on GMOs, national

legislation, and other critical matters), implementing a

comprehensive action plan to promote capacity building,

providing guidance to the Protocol's financial mechanism

on priorities and establishing a medium-term work programme

for the Protocol.

The world's governments adopted the Bio-safety Protocol in

January 2000 to ensure the safe transfer, handling and use of

GMOs that may adversely effect the conservation and sustainable

use of biological diversity, taking also into account risks to

human health.

The Protocol forms a part of the Convention on Biological

Diversity, which was negotiated under the auspices of the

United Nations Environment Programme and signed by over 150

governments at the 1992 Rio Earth Summit.

Some 1,000 delegates and observers attended this week's meeting

of the Conference of the  Parties, which served as the first

meeting of the Parties to the Cartagena Protocol on Bio-safety

(COP-MOP1). The next meeting will take place in the second

quarter of 2005.
PANA

Kenya to host below ground bio diversity site

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - Kenya's Embu and Taveta districts

will host sites for a multi-million dollar conservation and

sustainable management research project of below the ground

bio-diversity selected by a global environment programme

According to a leading Kenyan environmental scientist,

Professor Richard Mibey, Brazil, Cote d'Ivoire, India,

Indonesia, Mexico and Uganda will host the other research

sites.

The project, co-financed by the Global Environment Facility

(GEF) and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP),

is co-ordinated by the Tropical Soil Biology and Fertility

Institute.

Mibey told journalists here Monday that due to the different

ecosystems evident in Kenya's forest region, the two sites

had been found ideal to learn the effects of the organisms

after analysing their impact on farms and in the unexploited

forest.

The project would be beneficial to farmers who constantly

needed information to establish the importance of the "below

ground" organisms in order carry out farming methods that would

conserve them, Mibey said

He observed that people tend to disregard below the ground

organisms when they talk of bio-diversity and only consider

those on the ground.

Meanwhile, the project's co-ordinator, Jeroen Huising,

said its main goal was to generate information and knowledge

that could be used to improve the management and conservation

of below the ground bio-diversity in tropical agricultural

landscapes.

Huising said the project would also attempt to identify

sustainable and replicable land management practices for

below ground bio-diversity conservation and to implement

these practices at demonstration sites in the seven countries

selected.

The project would help to promote alternative land use

practices that would enhance the conservation especially

through policy advice support systems, he added.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Kazinform

2004-03-01 17:44:00 | 23 Central-Asian UNEP Office to be opened in Kazakhstan 
Astana. March 1. KAZINFORM. Increase of the number of the UNEP projects in the Central Asia and the size of their financing requires more coordination in ecological sphere what has necessitated creation of the Central Asian UNEP Office in Kazakhstan. Today this has been told at the bilateral talks of Environmental Protection Minister Aitkul Samakova and UNEP Director on Asia and Pacific region Surendra Shresta, our correspondent has learnt in the press service of the Ministry.

They said opening of the UNEP Office would meet the ideology of partnership recommended by the World Summit for Sustainable Development. Kazakhstan has all the necessary conditions, adjusted project basis and staff potential of professional experts. 

Aitkul Samakova as the national coordinator of realization of Global Ecological Fund projects in Kazakhstan suggested to organize a meeting of GEF financial providers to coordinate of efforts and work out expedient forms of collaboration. 

Mr. Shresta in reply said at the last session of the UNEP Interstate Commission for Sustainable Development it had been suggested to organize the Central-Asian forum for Environmental Protection Ministers. This forum could take the lead on realization of the Regional plan of environmental protection actions. 

Upon completion of the meeting they decided to prepare a Memorandum on cooperation with UNEP.
Reuters

Swiss cities deemed best for living, Baghdad worst


LONDON - Baghdad, which suffered war and occupation in 2003, ranked the worst place to live in the world in a survey just published. 

Concerns over security and precarious infrastructure were among the reasons putting Baghdad at the bottom of a survey on the quality of life in 215 world cities by Mercer Human Resources Consulting. 

Zurich and Geneva in Switzerland were one and two in the poll, which takes into account factors such as the political and social environment, the level of education, the efficiency of transport systems and standards of recreational facilities. 

Vancouver, on Canada's Pacific Coast, was pushed down into third. 

A separate poll on top cities for health and sanitation had Canada's Calgary first with Ottawa, Montreal and Vancouver also in the top 10, along with Swiss capital Bern, Zurich and Geneva. 

"The top cities for health and sanitation have a combination of excellent hospital services and medical supplies and low levels of air pollution and infectious disease," said Slagin Parakatil, senior researcher at Mercer. 

Lowest ranked for health and sanitation was the Azerbaijani capital Baku because of the short supply of medical services and poor waste removal, the report said. 

Both surveys were mostly carried out in November 2003 and use New York as a starting point with a base score of 100. In the overall quality of life poll, New York finished 38th, up from 44th last year, 6.5 points behind Zurich and Geneva. 

Baghdad scored 14.5, 14 points adrift of 214th-placed Bangui in the Central African Republic. 

"The threat of terrorism in the Middle East and the political and economic turmoil in African countries has increased the disparity between cities at the top and the bottom end of the rankings," said Parakatil. 

Story by Mark Meadows 

Story Date: 2/3/2004 
_________________________________________________________________________________________Reuters

Asia Faces Huge Cost in Bird Flu Fight


BANGKOK - Stamping out Asia's deadly bird flu and restocking its shattered poultry flocks will cost at least US$500 million, most of it shouldered by nations battling the disease, animal health experts said on the weekend. 

"To rehabilitate such a damaged sector, enormous amounts of money are required," Samuel Jutzi, head of animal health at the U.N.'s Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), told reporters. 

"We have an amount of $500 million at least mentioned. I think that will be even at the lower end," he said at the end of a three-day meeting on fighting the disease. 

Bird flu has spread across much of Asia since early January, killing at least 22 people and forcing authorities to slaughter about 100 million birds to stem the epidemic. 

Officials from 23 Asia-Pacific countries, world animal health experts and international aid donors agreed on a plan to step up the fight against the virus and control future outbreaks quickly. 

Foreign donors at the meeting pledged $10 million toward improving surveillance networks, strengthening veterinary services and setting up a body to coordinate regional efforts against the disease. 

They will be pressed to fund the $30-$40 million needed for these programs. But governments will have to foot most of the bill for culling, restocking flocks and compensating farmers. 

"The largest amounts are obviously required at the country level where culling operations are going on and compensation has to be paid, and restocking has to be made. That is where hundreds of millions of dollars will be required," Jutzi said. 

In Thailand, a massive poultry industry which earns more than $1 billion a year in exports has been brought to its knees by European and Japanese import bans, its biggest customers. 

Many closed farms are family-run and have racked up thousands of dollars in debt to the large poultry companies they supply. 

LONG BATTLE 

The virus is proving difficult to stamp out, with new and recurring outbreaks among poultry despite massive culling. Japanese officials said on the weekend preliminary tests on a poultry farm showed positive for the avian influenza virus. 

Experts say Japan and South Korea had the technical capabilities to control bird flu, but the outbreak was far from under control in Thailand, Vietnam and China. 

Bernard Vallat, head of the world animal health body OIE, said it was positive that no new countries had reported outbreaks since the start of February. 

"The geographic spread for the moment is stable...but the virus is still circulating within the infected zones," he said. 

Previous outbreaks of bird flu in Europe and the United States have taken at least six months to wipe out. But officials expected it would be at least one year, or maybe longer, before Asia was free of the virus. "If there is no change in the intensity of the campaign and there is no international mobilization to help the countries, it will take several years," said Joseph Domenech, chief of the FAO's Animal Health Service. 

Health experts are worried the focus on reviving Asia's lucrative poultry trade will shift attention and resources away from the threat bird flu poses to public health. 

"It's going to be a balancing exercise," said WHO official Francois Meslin. 

The virulent H5N1 avian influenza virus has killed 15 Vietnamese and seven Thais, with Thailand confirming its 10th human case on Friday, a 47-year-old woman who has recovered. 

The World Health Organization (WHO) fears the virus could acquire the ability to easily infect humans, who have no immunity. 

That has not happened, but the WHO says the conditions in affected countries are ripe for the emergence of just such a pandemic strain of the influenza virus. 

Story by Darren Schuettler 

Story Date: 2/3/2004 __________________________________________________________________________
REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA (ROA) - NEWS UPDATE

2 March 2004
UNEP in the news

Cartagena Protocol member states adopt documentation

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - The 87 member states who signed the Cartagena Protocol on Bio-safety that entered into force in September 2003, have adopted documentation requirements and other procedures for promoting the safety of international trade in living (or genetically) modified organisms (known as LMOs, or GMOs). Under the new system, all bulk shipments of genetically engineered crops intended for food, feed or processing (such as soybeans and maize) are to be identified as "may contain LMOs". The accompanying documentation should also indicate the contact details of the importer, exporter or other appropriate authority. Over the next year, an expert group will further elaborate the documentation and handling requirements for these bulk agricultural shipments. Key issues still to be resolved include the percentage of modified material that these shipments may contain and still be considered GMO-free and the inclusion of any additional detailed information. A decision on these matters will be considered at the next meeting to be held in 2005. The documentation accompanying such GMOs should specify the common, scientific and commercial names of the modified organism, the transformation event code or unique identifier code, any handling and storage requirements, contact details in the case of emergency, and how the GMO is to be used. The meeting also adopted procedures and mechanisms for Promoting compliance with the Protocol and assisting countries in cases of non-compliance. It established a 15-member compliance committee that will submit regular reports and recommendations to the governing body of the Protocol. The Protocol forms a part of the Convention on Biological Diversity, which was negotiated under the auspices of the United Nations Environment Programme and signed by over 150 governments at the 1992 Rio Earth Summit.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng032707&dte=01/03/2004
Kenya to host below ground bio diversity site

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - Kenya's Embu and Taveta districts will host sites for a multi-million dollar conservation and sustainable management research project of below the ground bio-diversity selected by a global environment programme. According to a leading Kenyan environmental scientist, Professor Richard Mibey, Brazil, Cote d'Ivoire, India, Indonesia, Mexico and Uganda will host the other research sites. The project, co-financed by the Global Environment Facility (GEF) and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), is co-ordinated by the Tropical Soil Biology and Fertility Institute. Mibey told journalists here Monday that due to the different ecosystems evident in Kenya's forest region, the two sites had been found ideal to learn the effects of the organisms after analysing their impact on farms and in the unexploited forest. The project would be beneficial to farmers who constantly needed information to establish the importance of the "below ground" organisms in order carry out farming methods that would conserve them, Mibey said. The main goal is to generate information and knowledge that could be used to improve the management and conservation of below the ground bio-diversity in tropical agricultural landscapes.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng032695&dte=01/03/2004
General environment news

World Bank alarmed by inadequate water supply in Africa 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - Failure to invest in the sustainable conservation of water would negatively impact on the African continent's food security situation, power supply, health, economic growth and environmental regeneration, a senior World Bank official has warned. The bank's Senior Water Adviser David Grey said water supply and sanitation coverage in Africa is the lowest in the world at 55%, while the required investments in the water sector is estimated at US$1.5 billion per year. "There is a growing awareness about the issues and necessary responses to the continent's water crisis, water underpins development initiatives which are required to halve the number of people who have no access to safe drinking water," a World Bank statement quoted Grey as saying Bank ahead of a crucial meeting of water professionals in Washington D.C. Over 500 water professionals, including African water development ministers will attend the meeting convened to discuss how best to improve access to water for millions of people in poor countries. The World Bank says only 6 percent of hydroelectric power potential in Africa has been developed, in a stark contrast to 80 percent of potential that is typically developed by rich industrialized nations. The conference focus, water supply and sanitation, irrigation, hydropower and water resource management comes at a time when several African countries are grappling with widespread reforms in the sector.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng032569&dte=29/02/2004
Mauritania issues alert for locust threat 

Nouakchott, Mauritania (PANA) - Mauritania has warned that locusts have infested 500,000 hectares of its land, adding that the invasion was a major threat to the country's farming and grazing grounds. The Mauritanian News Agency quoted the Rural Development and Environment Ministry as saying that the grave situation was getting worse daily due to current weather which is conducive to the growth of locusts in the north of the country. Despite efforts made in conjunction with treatment teams from Algeria and Agricultural Organisation (FAO), the disaster could worsen if nothing is done urgently, the ministry added. FAO recently made a similar appeal for help to fight the locusts in Mauritania, saying that six million US dollars was needed to prevent an environmental disaster in the country if not in the Sahelian sub-region.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng032643&dte=29/02/2004
Kenya claims partial control of WaterWeed menace 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - The Kenya Agricultural Research Institute  (KARI) said the fight against the water hyacinth menace on Lake Victoria, the fresh water mass shared between the country and her neighbors Uganda and Tanzania, has been successful, with over 80 percent of the fast-breeding weed cleared from the waters. Officials of the scientific research body explained Friday that out of the 6,000 hectares of weed infestation on Africa's largest fresh water body in 1999, remote sensing on the lake showed that less than 400 hectares of the weed remained to be cleared. Mwende Kusewa, a research scientist, told PANA that KARI used an integrated approach of biological control involving the use of beetles imported from Uganda and Benin and mites imported from South Africa for the feat. She said the success could be attributed to the weevils and mites, adding that physical removal had not only failed but was also expensive. Kusewa said the statutory body was in the meantime conducting research into the use of micro-herbicides to supplement the other biological methods.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng032469&dte=29/02/2004
_________________________________________________________________________________________

UNEP News from CIS Countries

Caspian "five" meet in Moscow 6-7 April

Moscow, 24 February.  Mr. V. Kaluzhny informed that the heads of the

Ministries of Foreign Affairs of the five Caspian States will meet in

Moscow 6-7 April.  Many important issues, including terrorism, drug

traffic, will be tackled during the meeting.  The ministers will discuss

the timing for the Caspian Summit meeting scheduled for this year.  Mr.

Kaluzhny stated that the agreement on meteorology is ready, documents on

fishing, environment and shipping will be ready soon, the convention on the

legal status of the sea is also advancing.

http://www.prime-tass.ru/news/print.asp?id=404263&ct=news

Russian Academy of Sciences established a prize "Ecomir" (Ecoworld)

St-Petersbourg, 27 February.  An environmental prize "Ecomir" will be

awarded during the World Environment Day for achievements in the  area of

protection of water, soil, forests, for development of environmental

sciences etc.  Physical and moral persons, state bodies, private companies,

scientific centres which contributed considerably to alleviation of

environmental stresses and improvement of environmental security can become

winners of the prize established by the Russian Academy of Sciences.

Russia adopted its environment protection law some ten years ago, the

country is making its first steps and more then 15 % of the Russian

territory is in an environmentally critical situation, said Mr. V.

Petrosian, member of the Presidium of the Academy of Sciences.

http://www.abnews.ru/type_news_full.html?t=73056&data=news
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Latin America's Ailing Environment
By Diego Cevallos*
Latin Americans lose as many as 11 years off their lives due to environmental degradation, says a new study by the United Nations Environment Program.
MEXICO CITY - If Latin America and the Caribbean continue on the path to market liberalization without changes in values or structural transformations, by 2032 the environment will be in deep crisis, warns a broad investigation sponsored by UNEP.

This "worst possible" scenario does not seem outrageous because it is based on the projection of variables that already exist today, Kaveh Zahedi, coordinator of the GEO (Global Environment Outlook) Latin America and Caribbean Study 2003, told Tierramérica.

The inhabitants of the region lose as many as 11 years off their lives due to causes related to environmental degradation. 

The study, which the regional office of the United Nation Environment Program (UNEP) is presenting this week in Mexico, is the most complete environmental assessment of Latin America and the Caribbean to date.

In the past 30 years, environmental deterioration has worsened, evident in critical areas such as loss of forests and biodiversity, degradation of soil and water supplies, urban pollution, and the effect of all this on the health of the region's population, says the report.

"The current reality is leading us to a worse future," said Zahedi, who is also regional coordinator for the UNEP division for early warning and assessment.

But there is room for hope. If the region were to begin a profound transformation towards sustainable development, which would imply a change in public values, or if at least reforms were made with emphasis on the environment, allowing regulatory intervention in the market, the future could be different, suggests the study.

But in the meantime, and despite the efforts and promises made by governments, there is little encouragement to be found in the environmental map of the region, which is the world leader in the disparity between rich and poor.

GEO is a scientific analysis which proves that environmental deterioration is advancing, "something nobody can deny any longer," said Zahedi.

The study conducted by a group of experts and research centers over the past three years was entrusted to UNEP by Latin America's environmental officials, who meet periodically to discuss related agreements and policies.

The idea of the environment ministers is that GEO will serve to guide their strategies for achieving full sustainable development -- still a distant goal.

According to GEO figures, based on information from the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC, a U.N. regional agency), there were 225 million Latin Americans living in poverty in 2003.

From 1990 to 2000, Latin America lost 4.6 percent of its forest cover, that is, 46.7 million hectares.

During that decade, annual deforestation in the region was 0.5 percent, more than double the world average.

For these and other reasons, such as ever-worsening pollution, one-fifth of the regional population is exposed to air contaminants that surpass the recommended limits, especially in the region's mega-cities and the major metropolitan areas, although this problem is also expanding to small and medium sized cities, says the study.

Atmospheric pollution is an ongoing threat to the health of more than 80 million people in the region, and each year causes 2.3 million cases of respiratory insufficiency in children and some 100,000 cases of chronic bronchitis in adults.

Biological diversity is one of Latin America's strong points, but it also faces difficult challenges. The study underscores extinction of species, introduction of exotic flora and fauna, pressures created by habitat loss, fragmentation of ecosystems and trafficking in endangered plant and animal species.

Brazil, Colombia, Peru and Mexico, four of the countries with greatest biodiversity in the region and the world, are home to 75 percent of the western hemisphere's endangered bird species.

Various estimates indicate that South America is the source of 47 percent of the illegally captured wild animals worldwide.

Under current consumption patterns, warns GEO, water will become one of the critical issues that the region will have to confront in the coming decade.

This negative outlook exists despite the fact that Latin America, which represents 15 percent of the world's land mass and eight percent of the global population, holds one third of the Earth's freshwater resources.

The coastlines are also in danger. Thirty-three percent of the seashores of the Mesoamerican subregion -- extending from southern Mexico through Central America -- are seriously threatened by degradation, as is half of the seaboard of South America.

Despite the discouraging panorama in most environmental areas, GEO points to some positive signs, such as the fact that the past 30 years have seen an intensification of "internalization" of the environmental agenda.

Latin America now has new legal and institutional resources to attend to these matters, and the participation of civil society is on the rise, states the report.

Increased transparency and access to information, as well as the deterioration of the environment itself, have helped to raise public awareness about the impacts of today's patterns of production and consumption, and with it, greater citizen participation in the search for solution, it adds.

In Zahedi's opinion, the future could be different because children today, unlike previous generations, have already begun to incorporate concepts of sustainable development and respect for the environment as personal values.

When they grow up and lead the region, the outlook could change and the environment may once again breathe a little easier, said the UNEP official.
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Bahrain

Batelco collecting old directories in recycling drive

Old telephone directories are being collected for recycling, as part of Batelco's 'green' drive. 

A total of 119,000 Arabic and 117,000 English copies of the latest edition of the Bahrain Telephone Directory are being distributed this year. 

For the seventh consecutive year, Batelco distributors will be doing their bit for the environment and will be collecting old directories for recycling. 

"We would urge our customers to participate with us in saving the environment by returning the old telephone directories when the new ones are delivered," said Batelco's corporate contact centre manager Mohammed Al Mukhtar.

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=75403&Sn=BUSI&IssueID=26346
UAE
127 schools selected for EBA grants

Around 127 UAE schools selected for Shell's Better Environment Award (BEA) grants to help support environmental projects in the country will be vying for a grand prize, to be announced on March 21. 

Initially awarded cash grants for Dh 1,000 up to Dh3,000 by Shell, to help carry out environmental projects in varied fields.

The schools were selected last October from over 250 applications.

The projects divided under three categories  - atmospheric Pollution campaign, environmental awareness campaign, and environmental field study, selected by every school as per choice, are to be submitted to the organisers before March 1.

"We have received a fairly good number of environmental projects from schools so far," said a spokesperson for Shell BEA Awards in Dubai. "We expect to receive more just before March 1, which is the deadline to receive all projects," she said, explaining the award is a platform where students are encouraged to get close with nature and learn about the diverse treasure that it has to offer.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2004/february/theuae_february595.xml
Jordan
Brackish water can be used to irrigate crops, reduce demand on freshwater 

At least 100 million cubic metres (mcm) of brackish water can be used annually to irrigate crops in the Jordan Valley, according to Fuad Srouji, field engineer for the German Agency for Technical Cooperation (GTZ) brackish water project. 

Srouji said this amount would help reduce the agricultural sector's demand for the much-needed fresh water. 

The country uses around 1,000mcm of water a year, with a deficit of almost 250mcm. 

“About 65 per cent of the water is used in agriculture, anything saved will be useful,” said Srouji, addressing a workshop yesterday to introduce a GTZ manual of guidelines on irrigation using brackish water. 

The manual has been produced by the German agency as a result of its project's practical fieldwork observation, the engineer said. 

The four-year GTZ project concluded at the end of last year, focusing on sustainable use of brackish water to redirect water to other needy areas. 

Brackish water is saltier than fresh water but not as salty as seawater. It could be produced by diluting saline water, but can also be found in some brackish wells in parts of the country. Srouji put its salinity in the range of 2,000-6,000 salt parts per million parts of water. 

Yesterday's workshop was held at the agricultural department of the Ministry of Agriculture in Deir Alla to introduce the manual to about 50 agricultural engineers from the public sector in the Jordan Valley. 

http://www.jordantimes.com/fri/homenews/homenews5.htm
Environmentalists decry hospital construction in forest 

“It reached a stage where some doctors were seeing over 100 patients a day. What can a doctor do in such circumstances?” Director of the Ain Al Basha Health Centre Jamal Dabbas said, pointing out the dire need for a hospital in the district. 

About 300,000 people visited the three-decade-old health centre last year, which serves more than a quarter of a million people living in Ain Al Basha District and Baqaa refugee camp. Currently 15 doctors staff the centre. 

“Cases that need hospitalisation are transferred mainly to Al Hussein Hospital in Salt, making up almost half of the patients there,” the director continued. 

“The residents are suffering,” he said. 

Plans to build a hospital have existed as far back as 1994. The Ministry of Health has now entered phase one, the design and planning stage for the new facility. With the help of the Chinese government, who will invest JD7 million in the project, the ministry estimates it will take about one-and-a-half years to complete the project. 

http://www.jordantimes.com/sun/homenews/homenews2.htm
Qatar
Postal authority joins environmental cause

THE General Postal Corporation (GPC) and the Supreme Council for Environment and Natural Reserves (SCENR) have reached an agreement, under which the former will support all initiatives launched by the latter aimed at preserving the environment and helping the country remain clean.

This was announced yesterday at a press conference at the General Post Office, jointly addressed by GPC chairman and general manager Ali Mohamed al-Ali and Masfer M al-Hajri, head of the public relations, SCENR. As part of its efforts to support the SCENR campaign, the postal corporation has inscribed pictures relating to the theme of environment on its newly launched Smartcards, al-Ali said.

The new cards will replace theexisting post box cards being used by nearly 30,000 box holders in the GPO and another 5,000 in other offices.

Besides this, the campaign will also be popularised through various GPC application forms, the chairman said. 

"The campaign launched by the SCENR highlights the necessity of protecting the environment in the country and it is our responsibility to lend a helping hand to the entire exercise," al-Ali said. "Such a joint venture between both the organisations will go a long way in creating an awareness about the subject among the people in the country," al-Ali stressed.
http://www.gulf-times.com/
DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon.

**Press Conference at Noon
The Secretary-General will be here at noon, along with Prime Minister Paul Martin of Canada, former President of Mexico Ernesto Zedillo and UN Development Programme Administrator Mark Malloch Brown.  They will be launching the report of the Commission on Private Sector and Development entitled “Unleashing Entrepreneurship:  Making Business Work for the Poor”.

The Secretary-General will not take any questions, but the other three principals will gladly take your questions on this report.  We have advance copies of the report available in my office.

**Haiti -- Humanitarian
Port-au-Prince was still chaotic this morning, with evidence of looting apparent on some of the main streets.  UN staff in the country were advised to stay at home for their safety.  UN humanitarian agencies stand ready to move in food, water and sanitation and medical supplies as soon as security conditions allow.

Humanitarian concerns include:  the inability to assess food-aid requirements in the Central Plateau, where needs are expected to be greatest, and continued shortages of fuel that could incapacitate water pumps and refrigeration for vaccines.  A large number of health facilities in Port-au-Prince are closed.

A consolidated inter-agency humanitarian appeal for Haiti is being finalized and will be launched as soon as possible.

**Haiti
Last night the Security Council met to discuss Haiti and adopted resolution 1529 authorizing the immediate deployment of a Multinational Interim Force to that country for not more than three months.

The Council also declared its readiness to establish a follow-on UN stabilization force to support a peaceful and constitutional political process in Haiti, and requested that the Secretary-General submit recommendations regarding this force, within 30 days.

In order to be able to make these recommendations regarding the size, structure and mandate of such a mission, an assessment team from the Secretariat will be traveling to Haiti in the coming days to gather the required information and plan the future peacekeeping operation.

After the Council’s meeting last night, the Secretary-General said he was happy for the people of Haiti who needed the assistance of the international community.  The world had not forgotten them, he said, adding that international help was “better late than never”.  The international community would be moving fast and would be working with the Haitian people to stabilize the situation and provide aid.   

**Security Council
There are no scheduled meetings or consultations of the Security Council today.

France has assumed the Council Presidency for the month of March and Ambassador Jean-Marc de la Sablière is holding bilateral meetings today on the programme of work.  Ambassador de la Sablière is scheduled to brief you on the Council's March programme tomorrow at 12:30 p.m. in this room following consultations.

**Iraq Reconstruction
The United Nations has the expertise and experience to help support Iraq's aspirations for reconstruction and democracy, the Secretary-General’s acting Special Representative for Iraq, Ross Mountain, told a meeting of donors gathered in the United Arab Emirates on Saturday.

He pointed out that even over the past year the UN has been conducting humanitarian activities in Iraq, channeling 90 per cent of the $2.2 billion raised by a flash appeal in 2003. 

Stressing that the UN has “a repository of expertise and experience” available to help Iraq, he said, “Overall we stand ready for robust re-engagement at all levels as required.”  The full text of his speech is available upstairs as is the final communiqué issued at the end of the meeting.

**African Refugees
Positive developments in countries like Angola, Liberia, Sierra Leone and the Sudan present an unprecedented chance to discuss the possibility of voluntary returns and sustainable reintegration, says the UN refugee agency ahead of a high-level meeting on 8 March.

Thanks to ongoing peace efforts in various regions of Africa, there are potentially more than 2 million refugees who may want to return home over the next three to five years, according to the UN High Commissioner for Refugees.

UNHCR also reports that after a nearly two-year halt because of heavy fighting, it plans to resume tomorrow land repatriation of Sierra Leonean refugees until the remaining 13,000 can return home from Liberia.

**Cyprus
The Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs Kieran Prendergast will be leaving today for Cyprus, at the Secretary-General's request.  While on the island he will be briefed by the Secretary-General’s Special Adviser on Cyprus regarding the status of the ongoing talks.  He will also meet with both the Turkish Cypriot leader, Rauf Denktash, and the Greek Cypriot leader, Tassos Papadopoulos.

After sitting in on the talks for a couple of days, Prendergast will return to New York to personally brief the Secretary-General.

**Afghanistan
The UN Mission in Afghanistan reports that recent trends show that more women are registering to vote, with women now comprising close to 27 per cent of voters.  Voter registration on the whole has been growing at a rate of 15 per cent per week since mid-December, while female voter registration alone has grown by 25 per cent since then.  We have more details in yesterday’s briefing notes from Kabul.

**Brookings
The Secretary-General will speak to the Board of Trustees of the Brookings Institution when they hold their winter board meeting in the Delegates Dining Room this evening.

In his remarks to the Board, embargoed copies of which will be available upstairs, he will discuss the work that the Panel on Threats, Challenges and Change is currently undertaking to revitalize the United Nations as it seeks to deal with such emerging problems as terrorism and weapons of mass destruction.

**UNESCO
This past Friday, the Director-General of the UN’s Cultural, Educational and Scientific Organization, Koichiro Matsuura, secured a $112 million loan from a French lending institution to complete the renovation work on the agency’s headquarters.  The French Government has agreed to guarantee and pay for the interest on this 17-year loan.  We have a press release from UNESCO upstairs.

**INCB Annual Report
And now a reminder that the 2003 annual report of the International Narcotics Control Board will be released, in Vienna, on Wednesday of this week.

The report’s main focus is the impact of drug abuse and violence at the community level.  Vincent McClean, the Representative of the UN Office on Drugs and Crime in New York, will hold a press conference on the embargoed report in this room at 11 a.m. tomorrow.  We have more in a background press release available in my office.

**Women
Finally, the Commission on the Status of Women is holding its forty-eighth session through March 12 in Conference Room 2.  It will focus on the role of men and boys in achieving gender equality; and women's equal participation in conflict prevention, management and conflict resolution and in post-conflict peace-building.  Later at 1:15 p.m., there will be a panel discussion on the role of parliamentarians in the strengthening the implementation of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women.

Black Caucus 
This afternoon at 3:30 pm a delegation of the US Congressional Black Caucus, will meet the Secretary-General.  The delegation is being led by the Chairman of the Caucus, Congress Elijah Cummings. 

After the meeting, the delegation, which also includes Congressman Charles Rangel and Congresswoman Barbara Lee among others, will take your questions at the Security Council stakeout.  The delegation’s full list is available upstairs.

That’s all I have for you.  Any questions before we do the 12 o’clock big bang?  Yes, Edie?

Questions and Answers
Question:  Fred, is the Secretary-General planning any other follow-ups to ensure, in his own words, that what happens in Haiti is not just a band aid solution?

Spokesman:  Well, the resolution of last night pointed to the need for broad reconstruction activities in Haiti across the board.  Not just repairing buildings, but repairing political and social institutions.  And I think the reason the follow on mission, which will be a UN peacekeeping mission but is called a stabilization force, is that it will involve much more than just training police, but get into the many other activities of a complex peacekeeping mission of the sort we’ve seen since probably the ’89 mission in Namibia.  In other words, a strong human rights office, encouraging free press institutions, working with civil society, as well as working, of course, on free and fair elections.  Yes, sir?

Question:  Fred, is there a timeline at all on how long the stabilization force will be in the country?

Spokesman:  No.  All we know is that it is to take over from the multinational force no more than three months from today.  And how long it would be necessary to continue, I don’t know.  But clearly the Secretary-General’s comment that let’s not just apply a band aid suggests that it would be a long-term endeavour.  Yes?

Question:  Last night the Secretary-General indicated he was comfortable that the transition of power in Haiti was in keeping with that country’s constitution.  Is the Secretary-General under the impression that Mr. Aristide left the country under his own volition?

Spokesman:  He chose not to comment on the President’s departure.  The President resigned.  There is a procedure in the Haitian constitution for the resignation of the President and the power passed to the Chief Justice as called for in the constitution.  I think we are now looking forward to see how we can carry out the constitutional provisions for elections to put in a new government.  I think the constitution says that that should happen within three months.

Question:  And under his own volition?

Spokesman:  We’re not commenting on… I mean, he resigned.  That’s a fact.  Yes, Mark?

Question:  I have two questions.  First, does the Secretary-General share the concern of the so many Caribbean countries that what happened in Haiti could set a precedent of condoning military action to remove a seated elected president?  And the second question is, why did the UN leave in 2001?  What was the reason for that?

Spokesman:  I’d refer you to the history books on your second question.  The first one, military action by whom? I am not quite sure what you’re referring to.

Question:  Well, the rebels.  There are a lot of complaints or concerns being raised in the Caribbean that this sets a precedent of essentially condoning military action to remove a seated elected president.  Does the Secretary-General share any of those concerns?

Spokesman:  Clearly in terms of constitutional processes, the Secretary-General feels that governments should change only by constitutional means.  But you had a clear crisis in Haiti and the President chose, as one way of resolving that crisis, to resign and allow elections to go forward on a constitutional basis.  I am not sure that we’re concerned about precedents, but rather just looking at how to put Haiti on a solid institutional basis so that it can conduct its affairs in the future along predictable lines.  Yes?

Question:  In the resolution it refers to the force commander.  Now, how is the force going to be organized and who is going to select the commander?

Spokesman:  The multinational force?

Question:  Yeah, the multinational force commander, I mean.

Spokesman:  The Security Council merely authorized a multinational force to go in.  Any details you want to know about how that multinational force is organized or will carry out its work you should ask those who are providing the troops.

Question:  But the resolution asks those who provide the troops to let the Secretary-General know that they are providing the troops.

Spokesman:  The first step is for the troop contributors to organize themselves into a multinational force and to intervene, and then you’ll have to ask them along what basis they’re organizing the force.  I mean, if they are reporting back to the Secretary-General, fine.  But we have no reports as of this morning so, that’s why I am directing you back to them as far as force commander and the other organizational details.  Richard?

Question:  It is early, it’s three months out, but the resolution talked about a programme of action for the UN.  What is the UN doing now?  What is the focus for what the role of the UN will be?  Will the primary goal at the moment be humanitarian?  We don’t know what’s going to happen on the ground; can you outline the planning in the building today or anything?  

Spokesman:  I think we have to let the Peacekeeping Department do the planning.  The mandate is clear that this is to be a wide-ranging effort.  I already mentioned the kinds of things that might be done by a so-called stabilization force.  But I describe it basically as complex peacekeeping.  Not just troops; but police, police training, human rights support, press freedom support, civil society…

Question:  Was all that done in the other missions in the ‘90s, though?  Was there anything different that you know that would be in this mission? 

Spokesman:  It’s too early to say.  The planning is just getting under way.  But, typically, complex peacekeeping operations involved all these other things.  Prior to 1989 they tended to be military observers patrolling a ceasefire line.  With Namibia ’89-’90, it took on all these other things.  Organizing elections, writing a constitution and so on. Will Haiti be different?  Most likely. There’s something that will be tailored for the particular needs of this country.  But that’s what I anticipate the Peacekeeping Department is planning now.  Yes?

Question:  Just to go back to the timeline of the stabilization force, one of the criticisms of the last endeavour in Haiti was that it was there and gone.  It was just a flash and that didn’t last very long and that led supposedly to many of the problems that we see today.  Is there a sense inside the building that that’s a problem that has to be tackled?  That if there is going to be a stabilization force –- you called it a long-term endeavour -– but is there a sense that one of the issues has to be a commitment for a decently lengthy, serious length of time? 

Spokesman:  I think we need commitment on both sides.  Last night the international community committed to work with Haiti to rebuild its institutions.  The last time the United Nations carried out a police training programme, their work was undone by the government.  So, I think we need both the Haitians and the international community pulling in the same direction and over a sustained period of time for something to work.  Bill?

Question:  Has there been any further communication between the Secretary-General and the British Government over the bugging issue, steps taken by the Secretary-General to investigate or initiate legal action?

Spokesman:  To my knowledge, no, he’s not had any contacts with representatives of the British Government.  I think I already commented last week about investigations outside this building.  We have no power or capacity to investigate.  Legal action, no we don’t anticipate taking any legal action.  Ruth?

Question:  Now that there is an interim constitution in Iraq, is there any sense of when there will be a government or an interim government?

Spokesman:  No, we are studying that document that was agreed upon by the Iraqi National Governing Council just early this morning and I don’t have any comment on it yet.  I understand it’s to be formally approved and signed on Wednesday of this week.  Yes, sir?

Question:  When Mr. Prendergast leaves for Cyprus tomorrow, do you think he has the possibility of meeting Ross Mountain by visiting the Headquarters of UNAMI?

Spokesman:  That’s a good question, but I haven’t heard that that will happen.  I don’t know whether Ross Mountain will be in Cyprus these next few days when Mr. Prendergast will be there.  It’s clearly not the objective of Mr. Prendergast’s mission.  I can’t rule out the possibility that it might happen.  Mark?

Question:  Is the accountability report ready yet and is the Secretary-General going to publish it?

Spokesman:  The team doing that report asked for two more days.  So, I think we’re now expecting it to be given to the Secretary-General on Wednesday.  And, as I have said to you before, its intent was for the Secretary-General’s internal use.  And I can’t tell you whether any part of it might be made available.  We wouldn’t make any judgements until after the Secretary-General sees the report and has a chance to study it.

Question:  So, you’re deciding whether to publish it on the basis of what it says?

Spokesman:  No, our preference would be to keep it as an internal document.  Now, whether it’s structured in a way that would allow it in an integral way to be partially made public, for example if there is an executive summary that could be made public.  But, I am just speculating now.  No one has seen the report.  So, we will see it, we will see what shape it’s in.  And the main thing is what the Secretary-General will decide in response to whatever the report recommends.  Yes?

Question:  I am sorry if I misunderstood you, but did you say Mr. Prendergast will go to Europe to brief the Secretary-General?

Spokesman:  No, he will come back to New York after being in Cyprus for a few days to report to the Secretary-General.  Bill?

Question:  Has the Secretary-General received anything from the Iraqi Governing Council that might take the form of an invitation or overture to get UN or UN political team back to Iraq?

Spokesman:  Not yet.  Not yet.  Okay.  So, in five more minutes we’ll get the special press conference going here on unleashing entrepreneurship.

* *** *



UNEP and the Executive Director in the News


� HYPERLINK  \l "Ban" ��New Scientist - Dirty dozen ban�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Protocol" ��Xinhua News Agency- Biosafety protocol well implemented:  UNEP�
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