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IRAQI HEALTH RISK FROM AMMUNITION USED IN ATTACK; RADIATION TIMEBOMB

      SOLDIERS and civilians in Iraq face a health timebomb after dangerously high levels of radiation were

      measured around Baghdad.

      Levels between 1,000 and 1,900 times higher than normal were recorded at four sites around the Iraqi

      capital where depleted uranium (DU) munitions have been used across wide areas.

      Experts estimate that Britain and the US used 1,100 to 2,200 tons of armour-piercing shells made of DU

      during attacks on Iraqi forces. 

      That figure eclipses the 375tons used in the 1991 Gulf War. Unlike that largely desert-based conflict, most

      of the rounds fired in March and April were in heavily residential areas.

      DU rounds are highly combustible and tiny particles of the radioactive material are left on the battleground.

      If inhaled the material can attack the body causing cancers, chronic illness, long-term disabilities and

      genetic birth defects - none of which will be apparent for at least five years.

      Veterans of the first Gulf War believe that DU exposure has played a role in leaving more than 5,000 of them  chronically ill and almost 600 dead.

      The Royal Society, Britain's leading scientific body, described America's failure to confirm how much or where they used DU rounds as an "appalling situation".

      Professor Brian Spratt, chairman of the society's working group on DU, said: "The Americans are really giving us no information at all and think it is a pretty appalling situation that they are not taking this seriously at

      all.

      "We really need someone like the UN Environment Programme or the World Health Organisation to get

      into Iraq and start testing civilians and soldiers for uranium exposure."

      Evidence of massive uranium radiation has emerged in recent weeks. The Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center in Seattle analysed swabs from bullet holes in Iraqi tanks and confirmed elevated radiation levels.

      Last month Scott Peterson, of the respected Christian Science Monitor, took Geiger counter readings at

      several sites in Baghdad. Near the Republican Palace, his radiation readings were the "hottest" in Iraq at

      nearly 1,900 times background radiation levels.

      Even the Ministry of Defence, which has consistently refused to accept there are dangers involved in DU

      exposure or that it has played role in Gulf War illnesses is addressing the problem. Soldiers returning from this  year's conflict will be routinely tested for uranium poisoning. Professor Malcolm Hooper, who sits on two

      committees advising the Government on Gulf health issues, said he is not surprised by the radiation levels.

      He said: "Really these things are dirty bombs. Exactly the sort of device that President Bush and Prime

      Minister Blair keep talking about being in the hands of terrorists."

      Dozens of US soldiers, backed by armoured vehicles and helicopter gunships, searched farms on the outskirts  of the northern Iraqi city of Mosul yesterday in their hunt for followers of Saddam Hussein.

      THOUSANDS of Iraqis packed into northern Baghdad yesterday for the funeral of Ayatollah Mohammed Baqer  al-Hakim, a Shi'ite Muslim cleric slain by a car bomb which also killed scores of his followers.

      A senior official in Hakim's Supreme Council for the Islamic Revolution in Iraq (SCIRI) said the Americans bore some blame for Friday's attack as they had failed to ensure adequate security measures.

      Up to five suspects, all of them Iraqi, have been detained over the car bomb attack, the local governor said

      yesterday.

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Elderly RM awardee greens deserts 

By Ann Corvera
The Philippine Star 09/02/2003 


This 97-year-old Ramon Magsaysay 2003 awardee is happiest wearing his high-knee boots and sun helmet. 

Seiei Toyama, one of the two Ramon Magsaysay awardees for Peace and International Understanding this year, is a grandfather who gives a different kind of elderly guidance to the young ones: prevent "desertification." 

"I have to leave my mission to younger people though I still wish to visit deserts a few times a year, as long as my health allows," Toyama said yesterday through a representative. He gave a lecture entitled "Greening the Desert with the Spirit of Volunteerism" delivered by his representative Shingo Nomura at the Ramon Magsaysay Center in Manila. 

One-third of the earth’s soil is covered by desert, according to Toyoma, even as he warned that the unproductive consequence of desertification may lead people to fight each other due to food shortage. 

Known as the "desert agriculturist," Toyama said mankind has to "transcend diversities arising from nationalities, religion and physical boundaries to achieve a common mission of co-existence and co-prosperity." 

His noble aim of greening the deserts is not only to beautify more the earth but to avert food shortage in the future that is a cause for fights, if not war, he said. 

Toyama’s physique may already be fragile but his heart and spirit endure. 

"My aim in life is to prevent desertification because it is an obstacle to the survival of mankind and of earth. I want to transform the desert to green soil," Toyama told an audience largely composed of young students. 

"I want to leave something, a meaningful legacy to society and the earth," he said. 

Toyama said the 21st century will be the "age of the desert" with the desert area of earth "getting wider and wider every year." 

Toyama cited a research conducted by the United Nations Environmental Program (UNEP) saying that about six million hectares turn into new desert areas every year. 

The rate of expansion is increasing more rapidly, he said. 

Toyama was born in Yamanashi, Japan but took a great interest in China’s deserts upon embarking on an extended research tour there after graduating from college with a degree on agriculture. 

His trip to China was the first time he saw a desert. He had observed that in northwestern China, gourds and grapes and other fruits grow perfectly well in desert island. 

He returned to Japan and then subsequently went back to China to apply his knowledge on the country’s deserts. 

In 1990, Toyama started working with the Engebei Desert Development Model Zone in Inner Mongolia where scientists were battling severe desertification due to floods. 

Toyama worked on development projects in the Yellow River area in China and later organized a program in 1991 called the Concerned Japanese for the Development of Deserts in China. He also dispatched the First Japanese Cooperative for the Development of Deserts in China. 

It was during this time that the "volunteer spirit" for greening the desert was stimulated, he said. 

"I believe that mere existence is meaningless and that human beings must serve society in order for their lives to have meaning," Toyama said, recounting how he devoted his golden years to desert greening after his retirement in 1979. 

"I therefore believe that I must work for society even if I have to take personal sacrifices. Otherwise, mine will be a meaningless life," he said. 

Toyama’s "green army volunteers" come from all walks of life. They have used their own money and tools in helping the "Great Old Man" green the deserts of China. 

Since the Japan volunteer group was formed in 1991, more than three million trees have been planted in China’s deserts. 

Toyama said he is now working to green the Kubuqi desert in Japan, which he said is nearly half the area of Taiwan. 

"A dream must not end only as a dream. My personal belief is expressed this way: We can achieve something only if we start doing; nothing is done until we start moving," he said. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Swissinfo

Geneva bids farewell to human rights crusader

Vieira de Mello's former bodyguards carried  him to his final resting place (Keystone)

Hundreds of mourners have attended  the Geneva funeral of Sergio Vieira de  Mello, the United Nations special envoy to Iraq.

Vieira de Mello was killed in last week’s bomb attack on the UN’s headquarters in Baghdad, along with 22 other people.

An estimated 500 people attended the service at Geneva's Saint Paul's church, including family members, friends, colleagues and high-ranking UN and city officials.

The service was opened by Vieira de Mello's sons, Adrien and Laurent, who  stressed that their father's legacy had to be continued.

"The revolting and incomprehensible attack of August 19 killed our father and many of his colleagues… but his assassins did not really kill him because his legacy and ideals of helping the people of this world will live on in each of us,” said Laurent.

East Timor’s foreign minister, Jose Ramos Horta, told swissinfo that nothing could have kept him away from the funeral.

Vieira de Mello took the lead in the UN's operations in East Timor, overseeing the territory's fractious transition from Indonesian province to independence. It is viewed by many as his greatest achievement.

 “Even if I was not here in an official capacity, I would have come anyway... There is no way I would not come," said Horta. "I came from very far away to say farewell to him as an individual."

Louise Fréchette, deputy UN secretary-general, and Nane Annan, the wife of UN secretary-general, Kofi, were present, as well as the president of the International Committee of the Red Cross, Jakob Kellenberger.

                  Shock

Kris Janowski, a spokesman for the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) told swissinfo that there was still a sense of shock among Vieira de Mello's former colleagues over his death.

 “Some people still don’t believe that he is dead... It hasn’t really sunk in," said Janowski. "He worked for the UNHCR for 25 years and he was one of the best-known people - everybody knew him extremely well.

"Certainly something like this has never happened before to the UN, and people  are asking themselves to what extent we can expose UN staff to that kind of danger,” he added.

Members of the public also turned out to pay tribute to the 55-year-old Brazilian, who spent much of his career at the UN’s European headquarters in Geneva.

One woman, who declined to give her name, travelled from the French capital, Paris, to pay her respects to a man she admired but never knew.

Following the ceremony, Vieira de Mello’s body was buried in Geneva’s “Cemetery  of Kings” during a private service. He will lie alongside the Swiss protestant leader, John Calvin, and writer Jorge Luis Borges.

Vieira de Mello’s funeral was originally scheduled to take place in the French border town of Thonon-les-Bains, where he and his family lived.

But the Geneva authorities invited the family to bury him in the Cemetery of Kings, which is reserved for figures who have marked Swiss or international history.

                  Dedicated humanitarian

Vieira de Mello began working for the United Nations in 1969, when he joined the office of the Geneva-based UNHCR.

He later served with humanitarian and peacekeeping operations in Bangladesh,  Sudan, Cyprus, Mozambique, East Timor and Peru, as well as other hotspots around the world.

Throughout his career, “Sergio”, as he was known to most UN staff members,  gained a reputation as both an effective international troubleshooter and as a  witty, gracious and patient leader.

In fact, many of his colleagues and staff members saw him as a future UN secretary-general.

 “Throughout his life, Sergio worked as a humanitarian in many difficult places and he was appreciated by all of us as a human being and as a professional,” Elena  Ponomareva, the UN’s public relations chief, told swissinfo.

 “He was a very busy man, but he always found the time to say hello to people and  to remember their names… and it didn’t matter whether that someone was a  member of the cleaning staff or a high-ranking official,” she added.

In September 2002, Vieira de Mello was appointed UN High Commissioner for Human Rights in Geneva.

In May this year he was asked by UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan to take a  four-month leave of absence to head the organisation’s efforts in Iraq, where he died in the August 19 suicide blast.

                  Terror targets

The attack, which left nine other UN staffers dead, raised fears among many international organisations and aid agencies that they, too, could become terror targets.

Earlier this week, the Geneva-based International Committee of the Red Cross announced that it was scaling back its operations in Iraq as the result of bombing.

According to Françoise Belmont of the UN Environment Programme, the attack has left many field workers feeling vulnerable.

 “Nobody is sheltered anymore and if the people who try to help are attacked, we don’t know where it can lead to… It’s also a serious blow to human rights,” Belmont told swissinfo.

Bernardo Mariano of the UN’s Migration Office in Geneva agrees that Vieira de Mello’s death has jeopardised the organisation’s humanitarian efforts. But he argues that the best way to honour his life is to carry on his work.

 “Sergio’s death represents a huge loss for the UN, and of course the question now is whether these types of incidents will become a trend,” he said.

 “But I don’t think we should give up, and we should pursue our goal of offering help to those who need it most… so that Sergio’s efforts, and those of the others who lost their lives, will not have been in vain,” he added.

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Pollution Cited as Factor in French Heat Deaths 

  PARIS - Air pollution may have been the cause of death for thousands of French people who died in a heatwave that struck Europe this August, an environmental official said yesterday. 

  "Several hundreds or thousands could have been affected. Maybe between 1,000 and 3,000," said Jean-Felix Bernard, president of France's Conseil National de l'Air, an air quality agency attached to the Environment Ministry. 

  Hit by the hottest weather in some 60 years, France recorded around 11,400 more deaths than usual in the first two weeks of August.  Pensioners have been the worst affected, with many struck down by hyperthermia and dehydration as temperatures rose over 40 degrees  Celsius (104 Fahrenheit). 

  A recent study suggests that pollution may also have been a key cause of death, as searing temperatures and a lack of wind left a cloud of  smog hanging over Paris. 

  Bernard said he based his estimate of pollution-related deaths on a 2002 study by the INVS, a health watchdog within the health ministry.  It showed people exposed to polluted air over a period of several days had a much higher mortality risk. 

  The European Union has also recognized high ozone levels as a health concern in a study published before the heatwave. 

  "Nearly 1,000 hospital admissions and more than 2,000 premature deaths per year can be attributed to this pollution (high ozone levels) in  the EU countries," the European Environment Agency said in a report published in May. 

  While ozone in the upper atmosphere is vital for filtering out harmful ultraviolet light, ground-level ozone - caused by sunlight reacting  with certain forms of pollution, especially car exhaust emissions - can cause respiratory problems. 

  As temperatures rocketed in France this summer, the French also suffered from record levels of air pollution. 

  "It's the first year since this form of data collection began in 1991 that we've seen such high ozone values over such a long period," said  Joelle Colosio of environmental agency ADEME. 

  "It has been very hot, with temperatures not even falling significantly during the night, and there has not been a lot of wind, which  normally dilutes pollution," she said. 

  POLLUTION IN SPAIN 

  In Spain, where the official heatwave death toll is 101, a group of ecologists wants the government to investigate how many heatwave  victims were killed by ozone and other air pollutants. 

  "This could be one of the keys to the increase in deaths noted this summer in our country and our neighbors (France and Portugal),"  Ecologists in Action said in a statement. 

  A spokeswoman at Spain's health ministry said an investigation into the heatwave - which could be published as early as Friday - would examine all possible causes of death. 

  The ecologist group said European guidelines state that short-term exposure to ozone levels above 240 micrograms per cubic meter poses a risk to human health. 

  Levels in Spain spiralled as high as the 288 micrograms recorded in Tarragona on August 5, the group said, adding that in 2003, Spanish ozone levels climbed over the EU's public notification threshold four times as often as during 2002. 

  In France, the critical EU level was exceeded in many rural areas and cities for several days in August, the ADEME said. 

  French environmentalists said car use should be reduced and air pollution caused by industry better regulated. 

  "Having one "car-free" day per year will not be enough," said Yannick Vicaire from Greenpeace. "We will have to seriously consider closing some urban centers to all traffic." ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reuters

2 Septenmber 2003

Poachers Will Wipe Out Hippos in Congo, WWF Warns 

  GENEVA - One of the world's biggest hippo populations in the Democratic Republic of Congo faces extinction as poachers and armed  factions kill them for their meat and teeth, nature body WWF International said on Friday. 

  The Swiss-based body said it was "deeply concerned" about a new census showing the hippo population in the Virunga National Park  had been decimated, dropping 95 percent to around 1,300 from 29,000 less than 30 years ago. 

  "WWF is concerned that unless trade is closely controlled and poaching is stopped, hippos will be threatened with extinction," said  Susan Liebermann, Director of the World Wide Fund for Nature's International Species Program. 

  The park, a world heritage site on the DRC's eastern border, was at the heart of interfactional fighting which until this year prevented both  the WWF and the Congolese Institute for the Conservation of Nature (ICCN), which carried out the census, from working in significant areas, WWF said. 

  But the group expressed hope that a peace deal signed in April to end four years of bloodshed in Africa's third biggest country would  allow the government to put in place proper planning and management of the country's natural resources. 

  WWF urged DRC authorities to work with conservation groups to protect the rare mountain gorilla also found in the park, and halt the  slaughter of hippos "in shocking numbers" as demand for their teeth increased in the illegal ivory trade. 

  Story Date: 2/9/2003 ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

AFP

UN forum exposes rifts over Central Asian water crisis

DUSHANBE (AFP) Aug 31, 2003

                    Antagonism surrounding water issues in ex-Soviet Central Asia surfaced on  Sunday at a UN-sponsored forum in Tajikistan intended to kickstart efforts to rescue the regions fast deteriorating                    environment.

                    Problems associated with the unequal water resources of mountainous Tajikistan and                   Kyrgyzstan and their low-lying neighbours Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan and Turkmenistan have at times raised fears of  armed conflict.

                    On the second day of the 50-country forum in remote Tajikistan there was little hiding the hostility provoked by the water issue, with delegates exchanging thinly-disguised criticisms. 

                    "All the regions water comes from Tajikistan and Kyrgyzstan, but  the borders with Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan are only half open to us," Kyrgyz Deputy Prime Minister Bazarbai Mambetov said. 

                    "The talks process is upset by the participants ambitions,"  Mambetov told 

                    Experts warn that Central Asia is heading towards crisis as water mismanagement has already severely reduced the size of the  Aral Sea, straddling Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan, leaving a 400,000-square-kilometer (154,450 square mile)-toxic wasteland threatening some three million local residents. 

                    The amount of irrigated land in Kazakhstan has shrunk by half, and desertification also continues in the other republics. 

                    Some doubted the usefulness of the forum -- part of the UNs "year of fresh water" -- and criticised the continued harbouring of  Soviet-era white elephant schemes such as one raised by an                    Uzbek official to divert water thousands of miles (kilometres) from  Russias Siberia to boost Central Asian cotton production.

                    Public discussion in the region is in any case limited due to restrictions, varying in severity, on all five countries media.

                    "The impact (of the forum) in terms of helping these countries on the ground is very little," Ton Lennaerts, a consultant for the US-funded Central Asia Natural Resources Management Programme, said.

                    Reliance on subsistence farming and a lack of clean water means that the "big threat is of millions of people living in irrigated areas who cant bring in money to maintain the water system. It means                    millions of people having to pack their things to go somewhere  else," Lennaerts told AFP.

                    Tajik and Kyrgz plans to increase their electricity export capacitywith more dams are premature until they had done more to restore basic infrastructure, strained in Tajikistans case by a civil war in the 1990s, Lennaerts said.

                    The five republics hold twice-yearly meetings intended to coordinate the release and allocation of water largely on a barter basis, which is widely seen as failing to meet current needs and inflaming tensions. 

                    Parts of Uzbekistan have suffered flooding due to flaws in the system while Kyrgyzstan has been deprived of natural gas from Uzbekistan in tit-for-tat moves.

                    Land disputes led to inter-ethnic riots in Kyrgyzstan in 1990, while water issues were rumoured to be behind a military standoff  at Turkmenistans border with Uzbekistan in 1995.

                    "It would be surprising if Uzbekistans defence planning did not  include consideration of military action to protect its water  supply," a recent report by the Brussels-based International Crisis

                    Group noted. 

                    Mervat Tallawy, executive director of the UN office overseeing  water issues in several Gulf and Middle Eastern countries, sought to allay concerns that possible agricultural development inwar-torn neighbouring Afghanistan would put extra strain on the  Aral Seas southern feeder river, the Amu-Darya.

                    "We can provide the needs of Afghanistan in extra water, we have to strengthen regional cooperation," Tallawy said.

                    A top Afghan official was present at the forum but pulled out of a planned news conference, while Turkmenistan was not represented at ministerial level.

                    The UN's new World Water Development Report estimates that  some 2.2 million people around the world died due to water-related diseases last year.

                    Partly due to global warming, well over two billion people will be suffering from water scarcity by the middle of this century, the report warns.

 __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

BBC

Earth hits '2,000-year warming peak' 

     By Alex Kirby 

     BBC News Online environment correspondent 

     The Earth appears to have been warmer since 1980 than at any time in the

     last 18 centuries, scientists say. 

             The climate sceptics are flogging a dead horse 

             Professor Philip Jones, University of East Anglia 

     They reconstructed the global climate from data derived from ice cores, vegetation and other

     records. 

     They believe their research provides unequivocal confirmation that humans are affecting the

     climate. 

     But sceptics still insist that any human contribution is likely to be too small to explain what is

     happening. 

     The scientists are Professor Philip Jones, of the climatic research unit, University of East

     Anglia, UK, and Professor Michael Mann, of the University of Virginia, US. 

     Their study, published in the journal Geophysical Research Letters, supports recent findings

     from the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change. 

     After studying temperature data from up to 1,000 years ago, the panel said the late 20th

     century had been the warmest period on record. 

     To test the strength of claims that the world had in fact been warmer before 1000 AD,

     Professors Jones and Mann sought to reconstruct the global climate over the last two

     millennia. 

     Frozen evidence 

     They examined the trunks of ancient trees from different regions to compile a record of local

     conditions - the thickness of the trees' annual growth rings is determined by the climate. 

     They also studied cores drilled from the icecaps of Greenland and Antarctica, examining the

     trapped air bubbles for information about the climate prevailing at the time the ice formed. 

     A third source of information was historical records, especially from the Netherlands,

     Switzerland and China. 

     The authors were unable to find enough information to work out what the southern

     hemisphere's climate had been, but are satisfied their conclusion that the northern half of the

     planet is in the warmest period of the last 2,000 years is robust. 

     While some parts of the Earth may have been warmer than they are now, they say, average

     temperatures were cooler. 

     They say the Earth has warmed by at least 0.2C in the last 20 years or so - the amount by

     which it has warmed or cooled over the space of a century in the past. 

     Fingering the Sun 

     Professor Jones said: "It just shows how dramatic the warming has been in recent years. You

     can't explain it in any other way - it's a response to a build-up of greenhouse gases in the

     atmosphere." 

     Some scientists believe the recent temperature increases are explained by solar radiation, with

     emissions of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases too small to account for the changes

     observed. 

     Others say the historical record proves the climate fluctuates naturally, with human influence

     irrelevant to global trends. 

     To the argument that northern Britain was warm enough 1,000 years ago for vineyards to

     flourish, the authors say there are far more now. 

     Seeing the whole 

     They say the Vikings' voyage from Iceland to Greenland in 980 AD was a quest for land, not

     for a warmer climate. 

     They also reinterpret the fact that the river Thames used to freeze over more often, saying the

     design of the original London Bridge affected the river and made it freeze more easily. 

     Professor Jones told BBC News Online: "The climate sceptics are flogging a dead horse. You

     can't say the whole world was once warmer than it is now just because Europe was warmer. 

     "You have to aggregate the records together, as we've done. We'd like more records,

     especially from the tropics - but we do think we have enough information to say the world is

     now warmer than it's been for 2,000 years." 

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________

Swiss Info
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PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT="
Protected areas can pose jumbo problems 

By Ed Stoddard

MARAKELE NATIONAL PARK, South Africa (Reuters) - Take a piece of the African bush, enclose it with a fence, and let the world's
largest land mammal reproduce as it pleases.

After a while, you will have a jumbo-sized problem on your hands.

Southern Africa has a major elephant issue and it's not one that animal welfare groups in the West like to highlight.

"Some people in the West are still under the impression that the elephant population in southern Africa is under threat. They're not a
threatened or endangered species," South African Environment Minister Valli Moosa told Reuters.

"The fact of the matter is that southern Africa does have an elephant overpopulation," he said.

That, for some conservationists, is a jarring assertion.

Millions of elephants once teemed across Africa, from the Mediterranean to the continent's southern tip.

But while their numbers have been decimated over the centuries for the ivory contained in their tusks, there is, quite bluntly, little additional
space for them in the face of surging and impoverished human populations.

And once you fence them in -- the case for all of South Africa's roughly 15,000 wild elephants -- the population will eventually reach a
breaking point where it can no longer be sustained without severely stretching the rest of the ecosystem.

This can have disastrous consequences for other animals.

Elephants have big appetites, with adults consuming on average around 170 kilos (375 lbs) of food a day.

"In any protected area that has elephants you have two choices -- you utilise the area to maintain biodiversity or else you have an elephant
sanctuary, you can't have both," says Dr. Ian Whyte, a biologist with South African National Parks.

"At some stage elephants will start to impact on biodiversity," he says.

Issues like this will be in focus at the fifth IUCN World Parks Congress from September 8 to 17 in the South African city of Durban.

The congress will bring together 2,500 delegates who will review the state of protected areas and work out strategies for the future
preservation of the world's natural heritage.

The struggle to conserve elephants holds some lessons.

RUNNING OUT OF OPTIONS?

When Nelson Mandela became president in 1994, South Africa introduced a moratorium on culling elephants, which have a long life-span
and an intricate social system.

"We've decided that we're not going to resort to the culling of elephants...But it forces us to look hard at other alternatives," said Moosa.

Those alternatives may well be running out.

Scientists are experimenting with contraceptives but question marks still hang over this approach, both on grounds of cost and
effectiveness.

South Africa's favoured valve to release the pressure of rising elephant numbers has been to relocate the beasts -- but with only so much
land and habitat available this is clearly not a process that can go on forever.

More land in South Africa is being utilised for conservation, with former cattle farms being transformed into game parks and reserves as
ranchers attempt to grab a piece of the lucrative and growing ecotourism industry.

About six percent of South Africa's land surface lies within protected areas and the country aims to reach the IUCN's recommendation of 10
percent -- but at some point a limit will be reached and relocation will no longer be an option.

The costs are also mammoth, while the task is huge and dangerous for the humans involved and stressful to the animals.

Marakele National Park in South Africa's northern Limpopo province -- a beautiful piece of Africa where thorn tree-dotted savannah runs up
to rugged hills and mountains -- last week received a large bull from the renowned Kruger Park.

"It was very agitated this morning but seems better now. Still, we can't release it straight away," said one park ranger outside the elephant's
boma, an enclosed area where relocated animals are briefly kept to adjust to their new surroundings.

That animal had been harried by a helicopter a couple of days before, darted, and loaded on a lorry for transport.

Kruger elephants have been relocated to parks and reserves across the country. But the Kruger -- which is the size of Israel -- can only ship
its excess elephants out for so long.

"Last year, our elephant census showed there were 10,459 elephants in the park and the evidence is that they are increasing at about
seven percent a year," Whyte told Reuters by phone as he took a break from aerial counts for the 2003 census.

"In 10 years it will double...they have a long life and low mortality rates," he said.

Help is at hand as the Kruger drops big chunks of its long fence with neighbouring Mozambique to make way for a super trans-frontier park.
Even that expanded area will eventually be squeezed by growing elephant numbers.

A private South African reserve and Botswana have both begun to relocate elephants to a game park in Angola, where almost three
decades of civil war wiped out the country's herds.

But that operation takes serious money and there is no guarantee those animals will be protected from poachers.

South African officials admit they may have to reluctantly go back to culling -- a move sure to provoke outrage from animal welfare groups in
the West.

"Ultimately, of course, if nothing else can be done because elephants can be so destructive to the ecosystem, you may be forced to start
culling them," Mavuso Msimang, the chief executive of South Africa's National Parks, told Reuters.

"We are in the business of managing biodiversity. We are not quite in the business of sentiment," he said.

Other countries have even bigger problems, such as Botswana, home to an estimated 80,000 to 120,000 elephants.

"A process of desertification is taking place (in Botswana) because as those elephant herds move through the veld they just leave a desert
behind them because of the amount of biomass which they consume," said Moosa.

Back at Marakele, boundaries are being extended to accommodate the new bull and his mates, with the removal of the fence separating
the park from a neighbouring 34,000-hectare (84,000 acre) private reserve. This will create a park of 110,000 hectares (271,800 acres).

Reuters

________________________________________________________________________________________
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France blocks free trade

This is the sixth in a series of editorials on the damaging impact that American, European and Japanese agricultural subsidies and trade barriers have on farmers in developing nations. 

French farmers and government officials are fond of saying that the word "culture" is contained within the term "agriculture" for a reason. Farming is a way of life, the French argue, which governments are entitled to protect from the impact of "mindless trade liberalization" in a way that they ought not protect, say, refrigerator manufacturers. The French have a strong attachment to the ideal of the bucolic countryside, and a change in agricultural policy can be blown up into a threat to national identity.

Those attitudes are important because they make France the leading supporter of the European Union's costly protectionist agricultural policy, and the major opponent of any serious change. That intransigence hurts developing countries, where farmers often find themselves competing with the artificially low prices of subsidized European produce that gets dumped on the international market.

As members of the World Trade Organization meet this month in Cancún, Mexico, they'll be trying to overcome French protectionism that threatens to stall momentum toward expanding global trade. Britain, the Netherlands and some Scandinavian countries tend to be more open to change - which is not surprising given that they pay more into the European farm support system than they take out. (U.S. trade negotiators support reducing subsidies and trade barriers on agriculture - though their sentiments are not always shared by the farm lobby in Congress.)

Europe's protectionism stems from the Continent's political determination to sustain agriculture even when it makes little economic sense. European farms are, on average, far smaller than those in the United States - the European Union has more than three times as many farms even though it has only about one-third as much cultivated farmland. The idea of bigger farms frightens the French, as does the idea of depopulated farming communities. But it is possible to advance some of the more sensible goals of Europe's agriculture policy, like land conservation and environmentalism, without losing touch with reality. Europe loses about 3 percent of its farming population a year, and more consolidation, in the form of larger-scale farming and an abandonment of absurdly inefficient production, is inevitable. And while there is no question that Europe has a right, even an obligation, to spend money on rural development and the protection of open space, it is not sensible to believe that every village that was inhabited in Charlemagne's day must be sustained. Moreover, Europe's common agricultural policy in its present form does not always advance the humble family farmers often pointed to in its defense. Larger corporate agricultural interests get a disproportionate share of farm aid, giving Europeans who pay for the subsidies the worst of both worlds. And the current subsidies actually often hurt the environment by promoting overproduction.

A sensible compromise would provide government support for farmers who protect land from development and maintain high environmental standards. But it would not pay farmers to grow crops they couldn't sell under normal circumstances and dump the result on the global market, driving prices down too low for poor countries to make a profit on their own exports.

The European Commission recently moved in that direction. It proposed reforms to the common agricultural policy that would stop linking subsidies to the amount farmers produce. But farmers across Europe hated the idea. "We don't want to get checks simply because we live somewhere remote and are nice people," said Franz-Josef Feiter, who heads the Committee of Agricultural Organizations in the European Union, the main farm lobby in Brussels. "Ours are industrialized societies with high wages and we must assure similarly good wages for our farmers."

France led the fight against the commission's reform and, with the help of German allies, was able to water down the final deal announced in June. Now, on the eve of the WTO gathering in Cancún, European and American trade officials are negotiating the details of a common approach to reducing their harmful restraints to trade in farm goods. If this effort is to succeed, France must come to terms with the fact that at the very least, the time has come to renounce the dumping of any subsidized farm products on world markets, and to open its domestic market to imports from poor nations, free from any tariffs or quotas. 

________________________________________________________________________________________

Scoop

No Surprises: Repeat Offending, DeJa Vu & the WTO

By Aziz Choudry 

With the World Trade Organization (WTO) Fifth Ministerial Meeting just days away, reflecting on the power politics, the ongoing wheeling, dealing, bullying and anti-democratic tactics which continues to characterize global trade negotiations, a question must be asked: Is anyone surprised? 

Did anyone ever seriously believe that the WTO’s so-called Doha Development Agenda would deliver anything more than empty promises to the majority of its members in the South? That while Northern governments were making assurances that concerns from “developing”member delegations about the devastating impact of neoliberal policies and WTO commitments would be meaningfully addressed, that they had any intention to do so? 

As Indian activist/scholar Radha d’Souza recently put it: “By naming it the 'development round' the officials can churn out endless platitudes on poverty and human misery and shed crocodile tears, even as the big powers do exactly as they please through bilateral trade agreements, military exploits and closed room deals on the destiny of humanity.” 

Perhaps the real “development”has focussed on developing new ways to advance and lock in and spin economic and political injustice and inequality while sidestepping consistent concerns about existing agreements, and anti-democratic decision-making processes. Behind the crocodile tears is constant pressure to expand the WTO to include more areas of interest to global capital such as investment, competition policy and government procurement. 

Since Doha we have seen more invitation-only mini-ministerials, negotiating drafts which ignore or misrepresent diverging positions on key issues, divide and rule tactics, repeated flouting of WTO procedures, the use of aid budgets to force concessions, and arm-twisting. The list of dirty tricks employed in the interests of the powerful seems endless. So much for democracy and consensus at the WTO. But why should we be surprised? 

The ink has barely dried on the “deal”on TRIPS (the WTO agreement on Trade-Related aspects of Intellectual Property Rights) and public health. It is being talked up by some of free trade’s cheerleaders as a “historic breakthrough”, and proof that the WTO “has a heart”. It is a morale booster for the institution, which has missed negotiating deadline after deadline in the run-up to Cancun. But it is clear that the victory is mainly a political one for the WTO, not for the millions of people denied access to lifesaving drugs through unjust patent regimes designed to ensure the profits, power and control of pharmaceutical corporations, locked in by commitments to TRIPS. 

Playing hardball, pharmaceutical corporations, with the support of the US administration ensured that the accord contains so many conditionalities that many believe it will continue to stop drugs reaching those who need them 

“The ability to import cheap generic drugs is being undermined by adding more conditions and restrictions so there will probably be only very limited use of this agreement,”says Bernhard Herold of the Berne Declaration, based in Geneva. 

The deal is “designed to offer comfort to the US and the Western pharmaceutical industry," says Ellen 't Hoen, of Medecins Sans Frontieres. "Unfortunately it offers little comfort for poor patients. Global patent rules will continue to drive up the price of medicines." Yet the perception that there has been a significant concession made on the part of the US and other Northern pharmaceutical-manufacturing nations will be used as leverage to force more commitments from Southern delegations. 

Since the birth of the WTO, we have assembled countless examples of the ways in which trade negotiations are manipulated in favour of the already rich and powerful. We know about the influence of transnational corporations over negotiating positions and the shape of the agreements. We have seen how the political and economic worldview which underpins neoliberalism ratchets up the levels of injustice, inequality, and ecological destruction across the world. We have seen the “repeat offending”of the powerful countries which dominate the WTO, which insist that everyone else open up their economies, while protecting their own corporations. We have seen how countries like the US, the EU and Japan want to use enforceable trade rules to deny others recourse to policy options which they have used (and in some case continue to use) to develop their economies and societies. 

Yet so often, the response of many Southern governments, NGOs and trade unions is to implore the WTO and the governments that dominate it to play fair. Since when has capitalism ever been about playing fair? Successive US administrations have shown that their working definition of “fair”extends only to protecting and expanding the power and reach of its corporations and the geopolitical goals of its elites. Playing fair is the last thing on the minds of the CEOs of transnational corporations. The US and the EU, in their different ways, despite their games of brinkmanship within the WTO and in other international arena, continue to pursue global strategies designed to shore up their respective political and economic strength. 

The US, Japan and the EU had always dominated the WTO’s predecessor, the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT). In 1990, University of Dayton political science professor and international affairs specialist, Margaret Karns wrote that “over the years the United States has consistently attempted to use GATT dispute settlement machinery to promote its short- and long-term trade interests”. What has changed? As a June 25 editorial in Nairobi’s Daily Nation on the US WTO complaint against the EU over its de facto moratorium on genetically modified organisms reminds us, Bush is the “smooth-tongued salesman for American biotech.” 

There is more de ja vu. The original December 1990 deadline for the GATT Uruguay Round was not met as the US and the EU squared off against each other on the issue of agriculture. At one stage it seemed that the whole round would collapse because of this. Back then they stitched up a compromise agreement over their subsidised agricultural sectors between themselves, the Blair House Accord, in November 1993, following a review of the EU Common Agricultural Policy and presented it as a fait accompli to other GATT members. A decade on, just weeks ago, we saw a re-run of this, a gentleman’s agreement which again allows the EU and US to keep subsidising agriculture while they support trade positions which deny poor nations the policy option of supporting local farmers and food sovereignty. Why would anyone be surprised? US and EU corporate agribusiness is determined to have its cake, 

At a time when many speak of US empire and unilateralism, let us never forget that these are not new phenomena. Bill Clinton’s US trade representatives, Mickey Kantor and Charlene Barshefsky, made it clear that the US would do whatever it took to stay on top. In April 1995, Kantor said: “We will use every tool at our disposal ‘ 301, Super 301, Title VII, GSP, The Telecommunications Trade Act, or WTO accession ‘ to open up markets around the world”. Two years later, Barshefsky concurred: “Americans must drive the rules of the new global landscape and the opening of markets”. Current US Trade Representative Robert Zoellick clearly agrees with them. 

Whatever the meeting’s outcome we will see more promises, commitments, deals, double standards and dirty tricks at Cancun. Will we merely add them to a growing inventory of WTO outrages, and call for fair play once again, or will we take our criticism further? 

In 2000, many organisations worldwide signed a statement calling to either “Shrink”or “Sink”the WTO. Similar statements before Seattle declared “No New Round ‘Turnaround”, and “Fix It” “ Or Nix It!”Now, facing the threat of further WTO expansion, with no sign of a “turnaround”or possibility of repair, isn’t it time we resolved to sink it? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________
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$35-M World Bank environment fund can fall under Kyoto Protocol 


Poor communities in developing countries will benefit from the groundbreaking Community Development Carbon Fund (CDCF), which became operational in July this year. 

The World Bank, which developed the CDCF in collaboration with the United Nations Climate Change Secretariat and the International Emissions Trading Association, committed $35 million from both public and private sector participants, as part of a $100-million package. 

The fund will provide financial support to small-scale greenhouse gas reduction projects in the least developed countries and poor communities in developing countries. Poorer communities will get the advantage of development dollars coming their way, and participants in the fund will receive carbon emission reduction credits for reductions in carbon emissions. 

The CDCF will support initiatives with significant and measurable community development benefits in fields such as renewable energy, energy efficiency, and solid waste to energy conversion. 

So far, contributors include the governments of Canada, Italy, and the Netherlands, Japanese businesses such as Daiwa Securities SMBC, Idemitsu Kosan, Nippon Oil, Okinawa Electric, BASF of Germany, and ENDESA of Spain. A number of other companies and governments are expected to announce their participation over the next several weeks. 

The CDCF represents a pioneer ef fort, which focuses on small-scale projects at the local level in the least developed countries and poor communities of developing countries, through the Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) of the Kyoto Protocol, the 1997 agreement to limit climate-altering greenhouse gas emissions. 

This flexibility mechanism of the protocol allows OECD countries to fulfill some of their greenhouse gas emission reduction commitments through projects in the developing world. 

"The threat that climate change poses to people’s efforts to move out of poverty is of particular concern to the World Bank" said Ian Johnson, World Bank vice president for sustainable development. 

"Payments for environmental services through innovative funds like the community fund, open new possibilities for environmentally responsible development. We are demonstrating that dealing with global issues like climate change can have profound positive impact at the community level." 

There is a lot riding on the effort. The Community Development Carbon Fund may be the best or only opportunity for some of the poorest countries to get any benefits from the Kyoto Protocol. Recent carbon market research done by the World Bank shows that although the market for carbon emissions more than doubled in the last year, only 13 percent of direct private sector carbon emission reduction investment went to developing countries, and none to the least developed countries. 

"Countries like mine will be hardest hit by climate change, and yet these same countries have until now, been bypassed by the carbon market," said Emily Ojoo Massawa, Climate Change Coordinator of Enabling Activities in the National Environment Management Authority of Kenya. "This is an extraordinary opportunity to not just reduce carbon emissions but to use carbon finance as an innovative development tool. The CDCF will link private investors with community development projects, so that there are equitable benefits under the Kyoto Protocol, benefits that also go to the poorest of the poor." 

By working through local intermediaries such as financial institutions, micro-credit institutions, cooperatives, and NGOs, and by applying streamlined project procedures compatible with small-scale Kyoto projects, the CDCF will seek to lower transaction costs and the risks involved in developing such projects. 

Carbon finance activities have taken on a new sense of\ urgency as evidence continues to mount that the Earth is getting significantly warmer, and changes in climate are inevitable. Climate change, and accompanying disrupted weather patterns caused by the greenhouse effect through atmospheric loading of greenhouse gases (carbon dioxide, methane, etc) could wreak havoc on the planet, particularly on large parts of the developing world. 

______________________________________________________________________________________
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02 September 2003
UN/UNEP in the news

South Africa to push for poverty eradication at Cuba conference 

Johannesburg, South Africa (PANA) - South Africa and the African Group at the 6th Conference of Parties (COP-6) of the UN Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD), which opened Monday in Havana, Cuba will push for poverty eradication in Africa, along with the protection of its natural resources. A statement released Monday by the department of Foreign Affairs in Pretoria said South Africa and countries from the Southern African Development Community (SADC) will solicit increased funding for UNCCD projects in the SADC, since the lack of finances hinders implementation of projects on desertification. The African group will also seek support for the New Partnership for Africa's Development (NEPAD) and national priorities to eradicate poverty in Africa. The UNCCD and especially COP-6 is critical for the Convention since state parties from both the developed and developing world have made commitments that have not been forthcoming. "The war against poverty and environmental degradation can only be won if all governments, both developing and developed seriously work together within the context of multilateral agencies such as the UNDP, UNEP, the World Bank, Global Mechanism and others to maintain viable projects which reach the poor," the ministry of Foreign Affairs said. Pretoria said nations must work together to promote and support community-driven development initiatives that aim to empower local communities through greater access to, and control of resources in shaping their own future and improving standards of living.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng010373&dte=01/09/2003
General Environmental news
African bank cancels water projects in Nigeria 

Abuja, Nigeria (PANA) - The African Development Bank (ADB) has decided to cancel 80 percent of water projects in Nigeria following complaints that they were unsuccessful. ADB's Vice-President Bisi Ogunjobi made the announcement at the national workshop to draw up a policy on a new water initiative of  "water for people, water for life," held in Abuja, the Nigerian federal capital at the weekend. In spite of the cancellation, Ogunjobi told the state governments with such projects: "Whether you like it or not, you must repay the loans obtained for the projects." He acknowledged that most of the projects were abandoned because of corruption and misdirection by benefiting state governments in the country. Ogunjobi denied claims that the bank meddled with the implementation of the projects and accused state government officials of trying to obtain gratification on some of the projects. Ogunjobi's outburst followed a barrage of complaints from states' commissioners for water resources attending the workshop.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng010311&dte=01/09/2003
World's Biggest Hippo Population Devastated

UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, Nairobi: A new census has found a 95-percent decline in the hippopotamus population in Virunga National Park, on the eastern border of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), once home to the world's largest hippo population, the World Wide Fund For Nature (WWF), a global conversation body, reported on Thursday. "Hippos are extremely important in maintaining the ecological balance in rivers and lakes and nearby grasslands," Marc Languy of WWF's Eastern Africa regional programme said. Lake Edward supports over 20,000 people living around the park who depend on fish for their livelihood." Until this year, Virunga has been at the heart of inter-factional fighting, preventing access significant areas. WWF called on the newly-installed DRC transitional government to work with conservation groups to stop poaching hippos in the park and to conserve wildlife, such as the mountain gorilla. WWF said it hoped the government would implement proper planning and management of the country's natural resources.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200308290340.html
______________________________________________________________________________________

ROE MEDIA UPDATE

1 September 2003

Le Temps: The Swiss environment office under attack from conservative parlementarians.

Philippe Roch, Director of the Swiss Agency for the Environment, Forests and Lanscape, denounces attempts by the right wing to reduce the budget and staff of the agency by 50 %. 

NB: Federal elections are due 19 October.

http://www.letemps.ch/template/static.asp?depeche=/depechesats/news1.html
_____________________________________________________________________________________

ROWA MEDIA UPDATE

UAE

Jebel Hafeet set to turn national park

Plans are under way to establish Jebel Hafeet in Al Ain as a national park. The proposed project will turn the spectacular mountainside into a promising eco-tourism destination. 

According to the Environmental Research and Wildlife Development Agency (ERWDA), the national park project is aimed at conserving Jebel Hafeet, besides conserving the biodiversity on the mountain. The plan is targeted at promoting sustainable ecotourism and to integrate human needs as part of the sustainable use of the site.

The project comes in line with the country's commitment to conservation of biodiversity. The UAE is a signatory to the Convention on Biodiversity, requiring countries to establish a system of protected areas to conserve biodiversity and to promote ecosystem, natural habitats and species conservation programmes.

http://66.234.3.46/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2003/september/theuae_september2.xml
Oman

Waste management meet

Oman will host an international conference on 'waste management and pests and rodent control' from September 6 to 8, in which several Arab and international agencies will take part. 

The meeting, organised by the Muscat Municipality, will be officially opened by President of the Majlis Ash'shura Shaikh Abdullah bin Ali Al Qatabi. 

Muscat Municipality chief Abdullah bin Abbas said that the conference was aimed at exchanging information and expertise between participating agencies.

http://66.234.3.46/Displayarticle.asp?section=middleeast&xfile=data/middleeast/2003/september/middleeast_september1.xml
Syria

Environmental Problems in Syria

Water pollution, Land degradation, Air quality, and solid waste are one of environmental priorities to be solved. This was part of the consultancy meeting which has been attended by representatives from the Ministries, Municipalities, Universities and Civil Societies. This is the framework of the Environmental National Work plan to be implemented by the Ministry of Environmental Affairs, in coordination with the World Bank, and funded by UNDP.  
http://www.teshreen.com/daily/_local.asp?FileName=20030831173451
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� HYPERLINK  \l "Ammunition" ��The Express - Iraqi health risk from ammunition used in attack; radiation timebomb�
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