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The Economic Times 

April 2, 2003 

War casualties: life and lungs 

 Have you wondered what the clouds of black smoke over Baghdad must be doing to the lungs of Iraqis

      already shattered by constant bombardment? 

      The UN Environment Programme (UNEP) warns: This smoke contains dangerous chemicals harmful to

      people, particularly children and those suffering from respiratory problems. So, as Washington's 'Operation

      Iraqi Freedom' rains bombs on Iraqis, the UNEP is monitoring the major indicators of environmental trouble so  far: The black smoke from oil-filled trenches and bomb-ignited fires in Baghdad, so visible on television, and   the increase in plankton productivity in the Shatt Al Arab estuary and surrounding waters, portending death  for fish. 

      Others have raised concerns about the ecological impact of depleted uranium munitions being used by the

      US and Britain against Iraq. 

      Oil fires in southern Iraq are on a much smaller scale than in 1991, with just two or three oil wells still

      burning. Satellite images show smoke plumes from the Rumailah oil fields near Basra have weakened. But

      these continue to threaten inhabited areas with smog, says UNEP. Smoke from oil fires contains a range of

      contaminants such as sulphur. 

      Plankton productivity is a less obvious outcome. This, says UNEP, may be due to the larger quantities of

      nutrients draining into the Gulf as raw sewage from Basra, through canals and the waterways associated

      with the Shatt Al Arab. Wastewater and garbage from the large number of ships in the area is also likely to

      contribute to the phytoplankton blooms. In the past, increased plankton productivity in shallow waters such

      as the Kuwait Bay has led to fish deaths on a big scale. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

The Economic Times 

April 2, 2003 

'Killing' smoke-fields of  Baghdad 

Have you wondered what the clouds of black smoke over Baghdad must be doing to the lungs of Iraqis

      already shattered by constant US bombardment? 

      The UN Environment Programme now states the obvious: This smoke contains dangerous chemicals

      immediately harmful to people, particularly children and those suffering from respiratory problems. 

      So, as Washington's so-called 'Operation Iraqi freedom' rains bombs on Iraqis, UNEP is monitoring the major   indicators of environmental trouble so far: The black smoke from oil-filled trenches and bomb-ignited fires in  Baghdad, so visible on TV screens, and the increase in plankton productivity in the Shatt Al Arab estuary  and surrounding waters, portending death for fish. Others have raised concerns about the health and  ecological impact of depleted uranium munitions being used by the US and Britain against Iraq. 

      Oil fires in southern Iraq are on a much smaller scale than 1991, with just two or three oil wells still burning.  Satellite images show smoke plumes from the Rumailah oil fields near Basra have weakened over the past  several days. But these continue to threaten inhabited areas with smog, says UNEP. Smoke from oil fires contains a range of contaminants such as sulphur, mercury, dioxins and furans. 

      Plankton productivity is a less obvious outcome. This, says UNEP, may be due to the larger quantities of

      nutrients draining into the Gulf as raw sewage from Basra, through canals and the waterways associated

      with the Shatt Al Arab. Wastewater and garbage from the large number of ships in the area is also likely to

      contribute to the phytoplankton blooms. In the past, increased plankton productivity in shallow waters such

      as the Kuwait Bay has led to fish deaths on a big scale. 

      This Nairobi-headquartered organisation, unable to take sides, is clear on one thing: Once the war is ended,

      work on reducing environmental risks and rehabilitating damaged sites should be integrated into humanitarian   assistance programmes involving water, sanitation, refugees and displaced persons, shelter and so on. 

      Funding for environment-related activities has been included in the UN's recent $ 2.2 billion appeal for

      emergency assistance to Iraq and neighbouring countries over the coming six months, says UNEP.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

The Hindu 

April 2, 2003 

Onus on iraqi officials, says U.N. 

      The U.N. cannot get involved in the humanitarian relief in a full-fledged fashion until hostilities end in Iraq,   officials say. "We are preparing for the day," the spokesman for the Secretary-General, Kofi Annan, said, a   reference to when the conflict ends. The U.N. is also stressing that the onus now is really on the de facto   authorities in Iraq to do what is required as far as the humanitarian needs of the people in that country. "We   have to rely on the de facto authorities...We're doing everything we can" was the refrain. The U.N. officials   contend that it still has about 3500 people working in Iraq. While the staff in the north are operating 100 per   cent those in the south are being instructed not to go to work or contact the U.N. if this puts them in   danger. There are ongoing discussions related to the U.N. returning to all parts of Iraq with a specific focus  on Basra where there have been reports of humanitarian problems or a crisis emerging. 

      With the conflict now in the second week and showing all signs of intensifying in the days ahead, every

      concerned functional agency is talking about the unfolding crisis with many agencies looking to or already

      having hired private contractors for carrying out specific tasks. The U.N. last week put out a flash funding

      request for about $ 2.2 billions to meet the immediate contingency. 

      This is over and above the $ 10 billions that Mr. Annan has been authorised to use from the oil-for-food

      programme fund by the Security Council. 

      This however confines itself to the contracts already processed but put on hold at the time of the outbreak

      of hostilities on March 20. 

      To understand the magnitude of the problem, the U.N. is pointing to the fact that the World Food

      Programme is itself asking for $ 1.3 billions in the flash funding request so that the food distribution system

      can be set up in areas where the security conditions would permit. 

      Attention is also focussed on the environmental impact of the war and this is not merely about the damage

      to the environment due to the continuous bombing but also about the impact of oil fires set off in the

      trenches as a result of bombings. 

      "The black smoke over Baghdad coming from burning oil trenches and fires ignited by bombing contains

      dangerous chemicals that can be harmful to human health and the environment,'' a spokesman for the

      United Nations Environmental Programme has said. __________________________________________________________________________________

South China Morning Post (Hong Kong)

April 2, 2003

 Measure to curb the use of toxic pesticide

China has ratified an international environmental agreement aimed at controlling and eventually phasing out

      a toxic pesticide that damages the Earth's protective ozone layer.

      The decision is a step forward in the bid to tackle the problem of global climate change.

      The decree ratifying the Copenhagen Amendment to the Montreal Protocol was signed by then premier Zhu  Rongji on March 14, shortly before his five-year term ended, said Xiong Kang, a senior official in the project  management division of the State Environmental Protection Administration (Sepa). 

      So far, more than 100 countries have ratifed the 1992 Copenhagen Amendment, which defines methyl

      bromide as a controlled substance under the protocol.

      According to the UNEP, methyl bromide is a toxic, ozone-depleting pesticide. . It is 50 times more

      destructive to ozone than the chlorine from chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs), which have long been a cause of

      international concern.

      Information from Sepa suggests the substance is widely used in growing food and tobacco. Ratifying the

      Copenhagen Amendment means China will have to keep usage of the substance at existing levels while

      developing alternatives.

      Mr Xiong, who is responsible for the implementation of the Montreal Protocol on the mainland, said research   institutions of the agriculture ministry are already working on the development of alternatives, but there was   still a way to go before the alternatives can achieve the same result as that produced by methyl bromide.

      "Although the alternatives still need improvement, it is important for China, as a major state of the world, to participate in this process ," said Mr Xiong.

      He said the mainland was largely dependent on its own research institutions to develop alternatives.

      "Governments make the political declarations on technology transfer from developed to developing countries, but the technology is owned by enterprises. It is natural the private sector is not very co-operative on   helping the developing countries to work out the alternatives. After all, it affects their profits."

      He said China's next step would be to study ratifying the 1997 Montreal Amendment to the protocol, which

      established a global phase-out schedule for methyl bromide. Under the amendment, the substance will be

      phased out by 2005 in developed countries and by 2015 in developing countries.

      Last August, at the World Summit on Sustainable Development, Mr Zhu announced China's ratification of the  Kyoto Protocol on curbing greenhouse gas emissions.
_________________________________________________________________________________________

The Western Mail

April 2, 2003

WAR ON IRAQ: Cholera is huge concern' amid water crisis

CHOLERA has become a huge concern'' in Basra, United Nations children's agency Unicef warned yesterday.

   Around half of the million-plus people living in Iraq's second city are without water.  

   The conditions were taking their toll on a population already weakened by malnu-trition - particularly children, said Unicef spokesman Geoffrey Keele.

    We have heard reports that there have been some cholera cases that have come out,'' he said.

    That is obviously a huge concern for us now. We are monitoring the situation.

    We don't know how many cases have been discovered but it is a few. We have been hearing this for a few days.''

   Mr Keele is co-ordinating Unicef's response to the crisis from Jordan.

   There is still no indication of when aid agencies could make it into Basra, where Iraqi paramilitaries have forced a stand-off with British troops.

    This all depends on the fighting itself,'' Mr Keele said.

    The situation on the ground is extremely fluid - it is changing minute by minute let alone day by day, so we have no idea when we will be able to get in

there.''

   Medical supplies are beginning to run low in Basra and fresh stocks are urgently needed, said Tamara Rafai, spokeswoman for the International Red Cross in Kuwait.

   Everyone in the city now had access to at least some clean water at some point during the day.

   But the situation of the million-plus inhabitants was still very critical'', she said.  We are very concerned. Our teams are visiting hospitals where the injured and dead have been taken and they need medical and surgical materials,'' she said.

    It is urgent. The hospitals are dealing with more wounded people, a lot of people every day, a lot of them civilians.''

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Washington Post

Reconstruction Planners Worry, Wait and Reevaluate 

By Susan B. Glasser and Rajiv Chandrasekaran

Washington Post Foreign Service

Wednesday, April 2, 2003; Page A01 

KUWAIT CITY, April 1 -- This was the scenario: Baghdad has fallen after several days of urban combat. Corpses litter the streets and homes are damaged by bombing. Electricity and water are scarce. There are "pockets of resistance," and parts of Baghdad are still in flames when retired Army Lt. Gen. Jay M. Garner and his team arrive to start running the country.

The future of postwar Iraq is being planned in closed sessions like this one held a few days ago at a cream-colored beachfront villa in Kuwait by a Pentagon group headed by Garner. Participants in the session -- a "rock drill," in military terms -- ran through schemes for collecting garbage, restarting power plants and "what do we do with corpses that are found."

The actual war in Iraq has left the country's government-in-waiting still in rehearsal. The Office of Reconstruction and Humanitarian Assistance, with a Kuwait-based staff already numbering in "the low hundreds," had expected to move quickly into Iraq after a swift war that toppled President Saddam Hussein and won over Iraqis grateful to the United States for liberating them from more than three decades of authoritarian rule.

But with military commanders warning of a longer and more difficult war, Garner's team also has been reevaluating its strategy. Plans to send a large number of U.S. civilians into Iraq are being postponed, given concerns about security even in areas of southern Iraq nominally under U.S. control.

"We all thought we were going to be in there by now," said one official familiar with the Garner group's work. "Instead of throwing things together in a week, we've had a lot more time to think about it." 

The additional time has fueled additional worries. Instead of being welcomed as a liberation force, some in the group fear, a U.S.-led transitional government will be greeted with deep suspicion, perhaps even resistance. The group is devoting meetings to discussion of "what is going to happen when the hostilities end," according to the official.

In Washington, meanwhile, disagreement over control of the program surfaced as Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld vetoed the State Department's selection of eight current and former diplomats to join Garner's team. Some officials here complain that the Pentagon is seeking to dominate every aspect of Iraq's postwar reconstruction.

Garner's mandate is to provide humanitarian assistance, reconstruct damaged infrastructure and set the country on the road to a representative self-government before authority is fully handed over to Iraqis. Not since the period after World War II has the United States embarked on such an ambitious transformation project -- seizing control of a large country to refashion its political system and rebuild its economy.

Garner constantly lectures his staff, several officials said, on the limited nature of their mission, telling them they must be prepared to "work their way out of a job" within 90 days. On his first visit to the southern Iraqi port of Umm Qasr today, Garner made that point publicly.

"We're here to do the job of liberating them, of providing them with a form of government that represents the freely elected will of the people. We'll do it as fast as we can, and once we've done it, we'll turn everything over to them. We'll begin turning things over right away, and we'll make this a better place for everybody," he said.

But some officials doubt that three months is a realistic period in which to put the country on its feet. "This is a very short-term project -- 90 days. Basically we can get people back to work, we can get kids back to school, we can make some high-profile infrastructure fixes," said one official. "What comes after that 90 days, we don't know." 

Many of the most difficult policy issues that would face this government-in-waiting are unresolved. The group is discussing how much power the interim Iraqi government would have compared with U.S. overseers, how to root out apparatchiks from Hussein's ruling Baath Party while keeping government functioning, and how to drastically restructure and reduce the size of the Iraqi army while providing for future national security.

Some of those involved in the discussions say they believe the United States would retain power over important government functions even after the formation of an Iraqi authority. Others privately concede the task could stretch on for many more months. 

"Some of us came out here thinking it would be a three- or four-month operation," one member of Garner's team said. "Now it's clear that we're going to be here, and eventually in Baghdad, for a lot longer than we expected."

One participant in a recent planning session questioned whether the group fully recognizes the complexity and chaos that officials are likely to encounter in a postwar Iraq.

"The presentation was full of charts and reporting lines and discussions about whether there should be a dotted line or a straight line," he said. "It was like a Boston Consulting Group presentation to IBM. It was so different than what the situation really is in Iraq. That is going to be a big, big shock to them."

Garner's team is made up almost exclusively of Americans, many of them former or current officials. Aides come from the Pentagon, the State Department and other departments and agencies, including Treasury, Justice, the Agency for International Development (USAID) and the Army Corps of Engineers. The only non-Americans are a handful of British and Australian diplomats, and a small group of Iraqi exiles. The United Nations is expected to "play some part in the equation," an official said, but U.S. officials have made clear it will be a subordinate role. 

Three officials have been named to administer areas of Iraq: Bruce Moore, a retired general, in the north; Barbara Bodine, the former U.S. ambassador to Yemen who served in Baghdad in the 1980s, for the central region, including Baghdad; and Buck Walters, another retired general, in the south. Three other Garner deputies are in charge of broad areas -- humanitarian assistance coordinated by George Ward, a former U.S. Marine and ambassador to Namibia; reconstruction by Lewis Lucke, a veteran of USAID; and civil administration by Michael Mobbs, a Reagan-era arms negotiator and Pentagon legal adviser.

Differences between the Pentagon and State Department over the team's composition have affected officials who were on their way to the region. It is not known whether the dispute will further slow the group's work. 

Here at the beach, Garner's transitional government-in-waiting has begun to shape that agenda with military precision -- day-by-day timetables for restarting key government functions, checklists for taking over ministries. The official mantra is secrecy. "It'll get rolled out when it gets rolled out," one official said.

Yet the process of reinventing Iraq is also happening in plain view of the press corps gathered at the same hotel. As scenes of destruction in Iraq blare on television sets, Garner's postwar planners tote Filofaxes along with their military-issue gas masks. British Gurkhas, tapped to provide security for the team, walked across the sand one recent morning in civilian clothes. Each morning at 7:30, the military officers in the group gather near a swimming pool to get their marching orders for the day. 

Participants are developing plans for taking over Iraq's 23 government ministries, with a key U.S. adviser supervising work along with Iraqi exiles. Experts from Treasury are deciding how best to scrap the Iraqi currency -- featuring likenesses of Hussein -- and replace it, at least temporarily, with the U.S. dollar. At another hotel up the road, a group of Iraqi exiles working with Garner has formed the "indigenous media group" to reinvent Iraqi television, radio and newspapers.

Although Garner's team is assembling a list of Iraqi exiles with expertise in specific areas of governance -- finance, agriculture, health and so forth -- U.S. officials acknowledge that they have little idea of what they will find in each ministry. 

"When they are reopened, who will show up for work?" one participant said. "How do we find the technocrats?"

Lack of on-the-ground knowledge is a key impediment for Garner's group. A handful of State Department officials involved in the process have had experience in Iraq, but none after 1990, when the United States severed diplomatic relations with Hussein's government.

The experiment may get its first test in southern Iraq, in areas near Kuwait already under U.S. and British control. Sources familiar with the discussions here said it is possible that Garner's group may move into southern Iraq even as the fight rages farther north.

British Maj. Gen. Albert Whitley, serving as a deputy to the U.S. commander of land forces in Iraq, said military planners envision a "gradual transfer" of responsibility to Garner for humanitarian assistance once they can "provide a secure environment" in which civilian aid groups can operate.

There is much more uncertainty about how to restart a functioning government without the all-pervasive Baath Party, and Whitley, who is in charge of postwar planning for the land forces here, made clear that many of those decisions would fall to the Garner team. For example, British forces are currently detaining dozens of local Baath Party officials and paramilitary forces with the expectation that they will be subject eventually to "some judicial process," Whitley said. "But who that judge and jury will be, I don't know," he added.

Staff writer David Finkel reported from Umm Qasr.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

MARKETPLACE MORNING REPORT

SHOW: Marketplace Morning Report (6:50 AM ET) - SYND

 April 1, 2003 Tuesday

War in Iraq takes a toll on the environment

      The war in Iraq is already taking a toll on the environment, and the longer and more intense the fighting   gets, the more pollution and physical destruction we might expect. But commentator Natasha Loder says it  doesn't have to be that way.

      NATASHA LODER:

      A new government for Iraq could bring a huge environmental dividend. In particular, this is the world's last    chance to revert a single massive environmental crisis in the country: the draining of the marshes of   Mesopotamia. Some scholars believe that these marshes are an area the Bible referred to as the Garden of   Eden. But after the last Gulf War, Saddam Hussein drained them to punish the marsh Arabs that lived there   for opposing him. The devastation displaced hundreds of thousands of people, many who now live as   refugees in Iran. Open water areas are now dusty salt pans, and a productive ecosystem that supported the   marsh Arabs and supplied 60 percent of the country's fish is almost gone. The United Nations  Environment Program warns that the last fragments of the Garden of Eden could vanish in as little as three

      years. 

      But some scientists believe that the Garden of Eden can bloom again if quick action is taken. The seeds that    still survive in the ground might sprout again if the dried-up marshes are reflooded. A group called the Eden Again project is working on just such a plan. It's been done before, according to one member of the project.     When Ceausescu fell in 1989, scientists turned a piece of agricultural land in Romania's Danube delta back  into an internationally important wetland. The same might be possible in Iraq. Reversing one of the greatest  environmental disasters of a generation will be a test of the international community. The ashes of this   conflict might also yield the seeds of a generation. Our test is whether we can plant these wisely. In

      London, this is Natasha Loder for MARKETPLACE.

      RYSSDAL: Natasha Loder covers science for The Economist. She joins us by special arrangement with that  magazine.

      In Los Angeles, I'm Kai Ryssdal. Thanks for being with us.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Papua New Guinea Groups Split with WWF Over Forests 

                      By Bob Burton

                      PORT MORESBY, Papua New Guinea, April 1, 2003 (ENS) - Protests from  five Papua New Guinea environmental and legal groups have prompted the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) to reconsider support for the controversial land mobilization policies of the World Bank and a proposed                      high level forest summit on forest conservation. 

                     A leaked WWF South Pacific proposal revealed the organization wanted  World Bank funding for a proposed forest summit aimed at building support  for eco-forestry and better forest management in PNG, the Solomon Islands and the Indonesian province of Papua, but intended to keep the source of the                      funding secret. 

                      The eight page memo proposed seeking funding from the World Bank’s  Forests of Life program, which was jointly established with WWF five years ago. However, WWF proposed that the role of the World Bank referred to by  the acronym ‘WB’ should be invisible. 

                                                          Papua New Guinea is still  largely covered with forests.   (Two photos courtesy  Government of PNG)

                                                          “The WB alliance logo or name be kept out completed [sic] from the                                                          communication and  other media that is released by WWF  offices both in Papua,  Papua New Guinea and Solomon Islands,” the memo stated. 

                                                          The sensitivity over any association with the World Bank followed major protests in 2002 against land mobilization policies the PNG government was being pressed to adopt. In                      response to the protests, the PNG security forces went on a violent rampage resulting in the deaths of five protesters. 

                      Papua New Guinea contains the world’s third most extensive tracts of forests with nearly all of it held as customary land by the country’s five million  people. Consequently, land mobilization policies are viewed as a major threat  to the maintenance of culture and food security. 

                      Despite broad opposition to land mobilization proposals across Papua New Guinea, WWF’s memo stated that “the issue and the purpose of the [land mobilization] project was mis-informed to the general public and so the whole project was taken out of context.” 

                      Dermot O’Gorman, the Suva based regional representative for WWF South Pacific, confirmed that the World Bank had been approached, but had rejected, a request to fund the summit. 

                      O’Gorman defended the memo’s suggestion sources of funding not be disclosed. “What the message [memo] was saying is that the summit is not a   World Bank summit, it is a WWF and partners summit … putting the World  Bank logo on it was not what it was about,” he said. 

                      Papua New Guinea man in traditional costume

                      In February, five PNG community groups - including the Center for Environmental Law and Community  Rights (CELCOR) and Christians for Environmental Stewardship - wrote to O’Gorman demanding the summit proposal be abandoned and objecting to  WWF’s support of land mobilization. 

                      CELCOR Executive Director Damien Ase, believes secrecy about any funding cannot be justified. “They should disclose it anyway. It is all about transparency. We need to know what

                      is going on,” he said. 

                      Aside from the controversy over WWF seeking World Bank funding, the five  groups dispute the idea that the summit will be of any value unless it  addresses the problem of corruption in the forest sector. “The logging  industry is without doubt both a primary cause of the corruption gripping our                      country and a major driver of environmental degradation and rural poverty,” the groups argued. 

                      Its omission, they believe, reflects a political analysis that the high level political and government officials WWF hopes to attract to the proposed summit would be deterred if corruption was a topic for discussion. “WWF intends to regard politicians and the [PNG] government itself for their support                     of the summit, giving these individuals and their activities legitimacy,” the five  groups wrote. 

                      PNG’s forest industry is no stranger to controversy. In 1988, Justice Tos Barnett headed a Royal Commission into the forest industry and was scathing  in his findings. Logging companies, he warned, “are now roaming the countryside with self assurance of robber barons; bribing politicians and leaders, creating social disharmony and ignoring laws in order to gain access to, rip out, and export the last remnants of … valuable timber.” 

                      Since then, numerous forestry concessions amounting to millions of hectares  have been illegally awarded to logging companies without any effective legal action by the government. Once granted, landowners and community groups find it near impossible to have the decisions overturned. 

                      Logs awaiting shipment,  Milne Bay province, Papua  New Guinea (Photo ©                 Greenpeace/Dorreboom)

                      By downplaying the importance of addressing corruption,  the five groups charged,                      “WWF will be …playing into the hands of the logging industry.” 

                      O’Gorman of WWF  acknowledges the other groups' concerns over corruption in the forest sector,  but at this stage WWF is making no commitments beyond undertaking further  consultation. “We are very conscious that this shouldn’t be a paper pushing  event and that is why we are going through a very extensive consultation  period,” he said. 

                      CELCOR and the other groups also objected to WWF’s labeling those that  opposed land mobilization as "mis-informed." 

                      “This statement is a slap in the face to all those organizations and people who have worked hard to protect the land rights of the people of Papua New Guinea,” they wrote. 

                      O’Gorman said that WWF had written to the groups and offered an apology stating that the proposal did not reflect WWF’s position on land mobilization.   “The language that was used was a bit unfortunate," he said. "We support  the view of PNG communities [on land mobilization]. We have apologized for  what I think was sloppy wording on our behalf." 

                      In an effort to cool the controversy O’Gorman revealed he would be flying to  the PNG capital of Port Moresby to meet the critics of the summit proposal  this week. 

                      His visit and WWF’s apology, however, was news to Ase of CELCOR. “I am  one of the signatories and there has been no response," he said. "If they state that they don’t support the World Bank on land mobilization then that is  good, but I haven’t received a letter yet.” 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Toxic spill leaves 500,000 in Brazil without water

  RIO DE JANEIRO, Brazil - A toxic spill from a pulp and paper factory reservoir into nearby rivers in southeastern Brazil has left at least half a million people without regular water supply, officials said yesterday. 

  Civil defense and environmental officials said more than 20 towns in Minas Gerais state had been affected by the weekend spill from the Cataguazes de Papel Ltda factory in the small town of Cataguases. 

  Campos, a large coastal city north of Rio de Janeiro with an estimated population of 400,000 people, said it had shut its water supply and  irrigation channels. 

  Television images showed the rivers Pompa and Paraiba do Sul in Minas Gerais and Rio de Janeiro states covered with a white foam and  people queuing for water ferried in on trucks. 

  Officials said that while the foam could be contained, the toxic materials had mixed with river water and little could be done before it  reached the sea and became diluted. 

  The spill of millions of gallons (more than a billion liters) of water mixed with toxic waste such as caustic soda from the pulp bleaching  process, has also killed fish and animals who drink from the rivers and threatened people living in the area. 

  Ecology Professor Francisco Esteves from Rio de Janeiro Federal University said it could take the affected ecosystem up to 15 years to  return to a "reasonable ecological balance." 

  In a rare case for Brazil, environmental authorities closed the factory pending an investigation. Criminal charges could follow. The  company declined to comment. It faces a fine of 50 million reais ($15 million) for the spill. 

  Minas Gerais State Environment Secretary Jose Carlos Carvalho said the company had been violating environmental rules and ignored  fines that were earlier imposed due to licensing problems. 

  The conservation group WWF blamed the spreading river contamination on a lack of preparedness by state authorities to combat ecological disasters. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Caustic Soda Spills Down Two Brazilian Rivers 

                      RIO DE JANEIRO, Brazil, April 2, 2003 (ENS) - A chemical spill at a wood pulping factory at Cataguazes in Minas Gerais state has affected the water supply of seven cities in Minas Gerais and the neighboring state of Rio de  Janeiro. Officials have declared the spill an "ecological disaster," and they say  that more than 550,000 people have had their water supply cut off. 

                      A chemicals reservoir burst Saturday and has contaminated two rivers, the  Rio de Janeiro state government said today. The River Pomba and the South  Paraíba River were inundated with the 1.2 billion liters of caustic soda spilled from the Industry Cataguazes de Papel and Celulose. 

                      The chemical spill extends about 50 kilometers (30 miles) from its original source, state officials said. 

                      A massive fish kill has resulted from the causticl release, and people living along the rivers have been cautioned not drink the waters or use the rivers for bathing. 

                                   Governor Rosinha Garotinho (Photo courtesy Worldwide Guide to Women                         in Leadership)

                                   Although the spill began Saturday at dawn, it took until Sunday night for Rio de Janeiro Governor Rosinha Garotinho to find out about it. She then mobilized officials responsible for environment and urban development, civil defense, agriculture and other state agencies to aid the                                   affected areas. Tomorrow, the governor plans to visit the region to monitor the cleanup and meet with affected people. 

                      State Secretary of Environment and Urban Development Luiz Pablo Conde has put together a special task force to deal with the spill, mobilizing about 150  men, including 100 men from the Civil Defense agency, and 50 from the State Foundation of Engineering of Environment (Feema). 

                      Conde authorized the drilling of eight artesian wells to supply water to the affected cities, while Feema has established a hourly monitoring of the water quality in the two affected rivers. 

                      Officials have made six water tankers of 30,000 liters each to bring water to the  thirsty cities. On Monday, the Secretary of Civil Defense Colonel Carlos  Alberto de Carvalho arrived at Cataguazes to view the origin of the spill and to verify its extension. He ordered the local city governments to suspend                      water supplies from the contaminated rivers. 

                      The Island of Cataguazes is known for its clear waters and white sands. Tourists include                      the rich and famous. (Photo    courtesy Angra Online)

                      Agriculture Secretary Golden Christino has  begun a survey of the agricultural areas and farming activities of the region, in order to adopt  preventive procedures. Agro-industrial activities along the edges of the two affected rivers have been temporarily halted to prevent contamination of food products. 

                      Environment Minister Marina da Silva, an Amazon rainforest rubber tapper in  her youth, warned that Brazil's new government would not tolerate lax  environmental standards. She said the "crime" would be prosecuted. 

                      The state attorney general's office has filed a suit public civil action against the Cataguazes industry, pleading indemnity for the damages to the  environment and to the population of the affected cities. 

                      A similar accident occurred at the same facility 10 years ago, state officials say. 

                      On Tuesday, the company responsible, Industry Cataguazes de Papel and  Celulose, was fined an immediate 50 million reals ($15 million) while a technical  report assessing the applicable fine is written. 

________________________________________________________________________________________

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA (ROA) - NEWS UPDATE

03 April 2003

UNEP says US-Iraq war may degrade region's environment 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - The UN Environmental Programme (UNEP) has expressed concern that the current armed conflict in Middle East pitting the US against Iraq may further damage the region's already highly stressed environment. According to a news release from the UN environmental management and conservation body on Wednesday, the toxic smoke from burning oil wells in southern Iraq and from oil-filled trenches and bomb- ignited fires in Baghdad, was clear evidence that the region's environment was at stake. "The black smoke that we see on television and in satellite pictures contains dangerous chemicals that can cause immediate harm to human beings and pollute the region's natural ecosystems," the statement said, adding that there was a need to monitor air quality in the affected areas "as soon as possible." Satellite images reveal that smoke plumes from the Rumailah oil fields near Basra have weakened over the past several days but continue to threaten inhabited areas with smog, UNEP said. Aside from the smoke, the other major evidence so far of environmental stress is the increase in plankton productivity in the Shatt Al Arab estuary and surrounding waters, it said. "The smoke from the oil fires contains a range of contaminants such as sulphur, mercury, dioxins and furans," the UNEP warned. The UN body also disclosed that it was currently monitoring events in Iraq in an effort to identify potential environmental risks.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng047641&dte=02/04/2003
Botswana, Mali and Kenya to Restore Rangelands and Reduce Poverty

United Nations Development Programme (New York): Botswana, Kenya and Mali are in different regions of Africa, but they are joining together to tackle a common problem: degraded rangelands and the deep poverty facing communities that depend on them. The US$13.4 million, five-year initiative will help rural communities restore local plant life, improve depleted soil and create new job opportunities. The goal is to develop a model that can be implemented throughout the continent. It aims to strengthen local management of rangelands, helping communities draw up rehabilitation plans, improve livestock husbandry and marketing, and devise alternative livelihoods to reduce pressure on the fragile dryland environments. The project will also set up a regional arid zone bio-database to develop a model of best practices. The University of Oslo is coordinating research on all aspects of the initiative. The project's pilot sites are near Lephephe and Mopipi in central Botswana and Bokspits in the southwest. Those in Kenya are near Marsabit and Turkana in the north, and in Mali, the sites are along the Niger Valley, including around Gao, Mopti and Timbuktu.

The three governments, the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) and the Global Environment Facility (GEF) are providing funding for the project, and each government, working with the UNDP country office, is administering national aspects of the project. UNEP is managing the regional coordinating unit at the Ministry of Agriculture in Gaborone, capital of Botswana.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200304020650.html
Mozambique extremely vulnerable to natural disasters, says PM 

Maputo, Mozambique (PANA) - Mozambique remains extremely vulnerable to natural disasters, a situation worsened by global climate change, Prime Minister Pascoal Mocumbi said Wednesday. The country has suffered from devastating floods and droughts in recent years. Addressing parliament, Mocumbi warned that large-scale investment would be needed to prevent or mitigate the effects of future disasters, and for relief work. While droughts or cyclones cannot be avoided, steps should be taken to mitigate their effects. Mocumbi said in the medium to long term, efforts would be made "to identify the factors of vulnerability in each area, so that we can then draw up structural solutions, including the building of new water storage infrastructures, co-ordinating better management of international river basins, and mapping zones of risk." Public Works Minister Roberto White said storm "Delphina" killed 58 people, most of whom drowned or died when their houses collapsed in the country. He said 300,000 people were also displaced by the storm, with 63,000 of them still in need of urgent humanitarian assistance. He also blamed the drought in southern Mozambique on the El Nino weather phenomenon (the warming of the surface waters of the Pacific Ocean).

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng047635&dte=02/04/2003
WWF Launches Radio Project for Africa 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - The Worldwide Fund for Nature (WWF) has announced the launching of an environmental news service for radio stations across Africa in its bid to improve the public's access to environmental information and news. In a statement availed to PANA on Wednesday, the WWF said it intends to use the most dominant affecting the continent in a bid to promote sustainable livelihoods at community level as well as sustainable national development. The WWF's representative for Eastern Africa, Sam Kanyamibwa said WWF recognizes the constraints faced by media organizations in accessing and packaging environmental stories, hence the attempt to bridge the gap of environmental information in the public realm. The project, dubbed Africa-wide Radio WWF, will be run by the Nairobi-based WWF's Eastern Africa Regional Programme Office (EARPO).

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng047643&dte=02/04/2003
Companies Urged to Recycle Plastic or Face Harsh Penalties

BuaNews (Pretoria): Companies responsible for the production of plastic bags have been told to play by the rules to protect the environment or else face stiff penalties. Environmental Affairs and Tourism Minister Valli Moosa issued this stern warning to thin plastic bags manufacturers yesterday, during a visit to Transpaco, a plastic bag-recycling factory in Bronkhorstspruit, Mpumalanga. According to the new 'Regulations to Prohibit Thin Plastic Bags', which will come into effect early next month, offenders can face a stiff fine of R100 000 or ten years' imprisonment. The new law to outlaw conventional thin plastic shopping bags will be properly enforced once the South African Bureau of Standards (SABS) has laid down the guidelines. The minister visited Transpaco as part of the government's Imbizo Focus Week, which started on Monday to end on 6 April with a Presidential Imbizo in the NorthWest from 25 to 27 April on Freedom Day.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200304020495.html
_________________________________________________________________________________________

ROAP Media Update – 03 April 2003

Topical News Issues
Serious health risks posed by lengthy battle 
EastDay.com, China, April 3, 2003 - Smoke from burning oil and bombing damage in Iraq pose rising health risks to both soldiers and citizens, while waterways are becoming fouled by untreated sewage, environmental analysts say.
 … "The black smoke contains dangerous chemicals that can cause immediate harm, particularly to children and people with respiratory problems," said Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the UN Environmental Program, which is monitoring conditions in Iraq from neighboring Jordan.
http://english.eastday.com/epublish/gb/paper1/861/class000100003/hwz125285.htm 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

ROE Media Update 

UNEP or UN in the news

Air Pollution, Hunger Stress Embattled Iraq 

AMMAN, Jordan, March 31, 2003 (ENS) - Toxic smoke plumes from the Rumailah oil fields near Basra in southern Iraq fired by Iraqis to deter coalition forces have weakened over the past two days but continue to threaten inhabited areas with smog, according to the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), which is monitoring the environmental consequences of the current conflict. Three of the seven oil wells set on fire are still burning. 

http://ens-news.com/ens/mar2003/2003-03-31-01.asp
Le Figaro, 2 avril: Depuis 1990, la Terre a connu onze des treize années les plus chaudes

PEKIN (AFP) - Depuis 1990, la Terre a connu onze des treize années les plus chaudes depuis que les températures ont commencé à être relevées en différents points du globe en 1860, selon le professeur Godwin Obasin, secrétaire général de l'Organisation météorogique mondiale. 
"Depuis 1976, la température globale moyenne a augmenté environ trois fois plus vite que sur l'ensemble du siècle", a déclaré M. Obasin, selon le texte de son discours d'ouverture du Symposium international sur les changements climatiques qui se tient du 31 mars au 2 avril à Pékin. 

L'année la plus chaude de toutes a été 1998, suivie par l'an 2002.

http://www.lefigaro.fr/perm/afp/sci/030401103045.h16i74fc.html
General environment news

BBC : Toxin threat to Inuit food

Researchers have for the first time documented "unacceptable levels" of man-made environmental toxins in the Inuit population of Greenland. 

There is little doubt the toxins originate from the traditional local diet of polar bears, seals and whales, a diet which so far has been considered one of the healthiest on the planet. 

The report from the Arctic Monitoring and Assessment Programme (Amap) concludes Greenlanders should consider changing their eating habits, to avoid possible health effects like reduced fertility, genetic damage and deformities in children. Greenland is the only place in the world where people have been found to be above the level of action when it comes to environmental toxins found in the human body…. 

Man-made persistent organic pollutants (POPs) like PCBs have been linked to serious health damage in animals and humans. 

Together with other pollutants like mercury, lead and cadmium, they are carried north by sea currents and weather patterns.  http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/science/nature/2906357.stm
Europe's New Chemicals Plan Requires Market Authorization

BRUSSELS, Belgium, April 1, 2003 (ENS) - European Commission proposals for the central feature of a revised EU chemicals policy - a strict market authorization procedure for chemicals of very high concern - will include persistent and bioaccumulative substances, Environment Commissioner Margot Wallstrom said Monday. 

Speaking at a Brussels conference just weeks before the Commission is expected to put forward its plans, the Wallstrom said chemicals classed as either persistent, bioaccumulative and toxic (PBTs) or as very persistent and very bioaccumulative (vPvBs) would have to undergo the authorization step of the new REACH policy. REACH stands for Registration, Evaluation and Authorization of Chemicals. 

The announcement of a common Commission position on the issue ends a long running dispute between Wallstrom's Environment Directorate and the Enterprise Department of her fellow commissioner Erkki Liikanen, which had opposed subjecting PBTs and vPvBs to authorization. http://ens-news.com/ens/apr2003/2003-04-01-03.asp
Le Figaro, 2 avril: Greenpeace proteste contre Nestlé pour utilisation de soja transgénique

SAO PAULO (AFP) - Des militants de Greenpeace ont manifesté mardi à Sao Paulo devant le siège du groupe Nestlé et affirmé avoir trouvé 60% de soja transgénique de la firme américaine Monsanto dans une ration alimentaire pour chien. 

"Nestlé avait affirmé ne pas utiliser d'organismes génétiquement modifiés (OGM) dans ses produits mais des tests en laboratoire ont prouvé le contraire", a critiqué une responsable de Greenpeace, Tatiana de Carvalho. 

Selon elle, la quantité de soja transgénique trouvé dans la ration est la plus importante jamais trouvée dans un produit en vente sur le marché brésilien. Les résultats des tests ont été envoyés à l'Agence de surveillance sanitaire de Sao Paulo et au Parquet pour solliciter le retrait immédiat de la ration des rayons des supermarchés puisque la loi au Brésil interdit la culture et la commercialisation d'OGM. 

Greenpeace a choisi le 1er avril, "jour du mensonge", pour faire sa manifestation où le symbole de Nestlé a été représenté par trois militants déguisés en oiseau dans un nid géant. 

D'après un sondage réalisé en décembre 2002 par l'institut Ibope dans tout le pays, 71% des Brésiliens ont répondu préférer des produits sans OGM. 

Le 27 mars dernier, le président brésilien Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva a signé un décret autorisant la commercialisation, sur les marchés intérieur et extérieur, du soja transgénique déjà produit dans le pays malgré des résistances au sein même du gouvernement et les vives critiques des organisations non gouvernementales. 

En revanche, pour les prochaine récoltes, la culture de semences génétiquement modifiées reste interdite dans le pays, a assuré au Congrès le ministre de l'Agriculture, Roberto Rodrigues. 

http://www.lefigaro.fr/perm/afp/sci/030401155903.kdwv93ac.html
________________________________________________________________________________________
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www.ips.org
ENVIRONMENT-BRAZIL:
Chemical Spill Leaves 500,000 without Water 

Mario Osava 


RIO DE JANEIRO, Apr 2 (IPS) - ”We're worse off than in Iraq,” said Joacy Ferreira Gonçalves, president of Fishing Colony V-21, overwrought by the impacts of a chemical spill that has left long stretches of two rivers in southern Brazil contaminated and void of life. 

The drama began Saturday when a sedimentation tank ruptured at the Cataguazes pulp and paper company in the town of the same name in Minas Gerais state. At least 20 million litres of chemical waste -- including sulphur, active chloride and sodium sulphate -- spilled into the Pomba River. 

Other reports put the total volume of the spill as high as 20 million litres. 

The toxins flowed into the Paraíba do Sul River, one of the country's major waterways, and half a million people in the central-east region of Minas Gerais and the north of Rio de Janeiro state no longer have potable water services. 

The most obvious indications of the disaster are the blackened waters, which emit a repulsive odour and are covered with foam and dead fish. 

Sao Fidelis, one of nearly 50 cities affected by the spill, was known as ”the land of the freshwater lobster, but now it's the land of destruction,” lamented Gonçalves, leader of 600 fisherfolk in Colonia V-21 (a designation of the district in which they live). 

Now they are wondering how they will survive without the natural life that normally abounds in the local stretch of the Paraíba River. 

Biologists and environmental technicians are already predicting that the decontamination of the rivers could take 10 years, given that the toxic substances have impregnated the riverbed and decompose very slowly. 

The health of three million people is threatened, says the environmental group Movimento Grito das Aguas, which is dedicated to water issues. 

The fishing community of Sao Fidelis ”re-populated” the river with fish and freshwater lobsters since 1995, ”and now all of that is lost,” said an indignant Gonçalves. Before the disaster, he added, each person could catch up to four kilograms of lobster per day. 

The V-21 fisherfolk, however, have enough water to drink, cook and ”bathe like cats” for a week. They began to store water as soon as they heard news of the accident, and before the contaminated water reached Sao Fidelis, he said. 

But other municipalities upriver did not have time to take such measures. 

Santo Antonio de Padua, for example, ”has been without water for four days,” and its 35,000 residents ”are living in chaos,” mayor Luiz Fernando Padilha told IPS in a telephone interview. 

To ensure that the affected population has water to drink, trucks are being used to distribute the essential liquid to several neighbourhoods. The streets are filled with ”women and children carrying buckets, a sad spectacle,” said the mayor. Bathing can only be done in neighbouring towns that have artesian wells. 

Some 300 fisherfolk in Santo Antonio de Padua have lost their source of income for years to come, and the fish farming projects developed over the past 12 years have been destroyed, Padilha said. 

”I will have to think about what to do for these people. But right now we have to seek enough water for everyone's survival,” since the Pomba River, which supplied the city, will remained poisoned for many more days, he said. 

Efforts are under way to collect water from nearby streams that have not been contaminated, but this will cover just 20 percent of the normal demand, the mayor noted. 

Another impact of the chemical spill is that schools in Santo Antonio were closed, leaving 15,000 students without classes, and many sectors of the economy have shut down. 

The Paduana Paper Company, which employs 450 people, halted production, as did 30 rock-mining companies, which together employ more than 1,000 workers. 

Padilha and mayors in the surrounding towns also fear that riverside agricultural operations will also be paralysed. An unknown number of livestock have reportedly died as a result of ingesting contaminated river water. 

Campos, the region's largest city, with 400,000 inhabitants and close to the Paraíba do Sul's outlet into the Atlantic, kept its irrigation channels closed Tuesday, and water supplies for the local population were cut off Wednesday. 

Brazil's environmental authorities suspended operations at the Cataguazes pulp and paper plant and slapped the firm with a 15- million-dollar fine. 

The company is a repeat offender. There were protests in many area cities in the 1990s because it dumped its waste directly into the river. Padilha explained that it was then that the firm built the holding tank that ruptured on Saturday. 

The pulp and paper industry and the petroleum industry have been responsible for numerous environmental disasters affecting Brazil's rivers and coastline in the past few years. 

”Government regulation is lacking. And shame on the business executives whose only concern is profit,” says the mayor of Santo Antonio de Padua. (END/2003

WATER-VENEZUELA:
Rationing in a Land of Abundance 

Humberto Márquez 


CARACAS, Apr 2 (IPS) - Although water rationing has been a fact of life in the Venezuelan capital and other large cities in this South American country due to a drought that has dragged on since 2001, the measures have recently become much stricter, due to the extremely low levels of water in the reservoirs. 

''This is nothing new for us,'' Hilda Hernández, 42, who works full-time as a cook in a restaurant in El Paraíso, a residential neighbourhood in Caracas, told IPS. 

''I've been climbing these 54 stairs with a can of water every day for the past 10 years,'' said Hernández, who lives with her four children in a shantytown, known as ''barrio 905'', located on a steep slope above El Paraíso. 

Nothing new indeed. In 1958, when Colombian Nobel Literature Prize-winner Gabriel García Márquez was working as a journalist in Venezuela, he wrote a series of reports that were later published in one volume, titled 'When I was Happy and Undocumented'. 

The main character in one of the stories, 'Caracas Without Water', was a fictitious German tourist who described how his stay in the Venezuelan capital was affected by the drought. 

The residents of the city's formally established neighbourhoods -- or half of the four million people living in Caracas -- have been more fortunate than slumdwellers like Hernández, although they too have faced water shortages. 

''We've been rationing their water one or two days a week for the past two years,'' said Jacqueline Farías, president of the governmental water company Hidrocapital. ''Now we will double the rationing.'' 

Josué Castro, who described himself as ''a bricklayer tired of being unemployed,'' began to sell plastic jerry cans for storing gasoline when a strike against President Hugo Chávez led to fuel shortages in December and January. 

But now ''I reconverted my business, and I'm selling the same jerry cans for water,'' he told IPS on a street in the fashionable neighbourhood of Santa Mónica. 

The need for rationing is ironic in a country rich in oil -- the biggest reserves in the hemisphere -- as well as water. 

Eighty-five percent of Venezuela's population of 23 million lives in urban centres, and more than 80 percent of the population is concentrated in the north, along the shores of the Caribbean sea, and Lake Maracaibo in the country's oil-producing region. 

But the northern coastal provinces have just five percent of the country's fresh water, which is piped in from reservoirs through costly and often antiquated water pipe systems. 

The sparsely populated south, by contrast, has abundant water, provided by the large rivers that flow into the Orinoco. 

Venezuela has enormous reserves of water, ranking 23rd in the world according to a United Nations index, which reports that this country has around 51,000 cubic metres of water a year per capita, six times less than neighbouring Guyana (316,000), but more than Brazil (48,000) and Colombia (50,000), with which it also shares borders. 

The country has also experienced periods of intense rainfall. In December 1999, flooding and landslides killed thousands of people in Vargas, along the Caribbean coast near Caracas. 

But since 2001 it has hardly rained at all in the area of the Camatagua dam, to the north of the country's central plains, and the flow of water piped in to the capital from the reservoir was reduced from 17,000 litres per second to 12,000, then to 9,000, and the last cutback, this month, brought supplies down to just 7,400 litres per second. 

Camatagua currently holds around 200 million cubic metres of water, compared to an average of 1.2 billion cubic metres last year. 

''If the reservoir does not return to normal levels in the (May to October) rainy season, we will begin to draw on the 'dead volume' -- the water that accumulates at the bottom -- as of November, and the rationing measures will become much stricter,'' said Farías. 

Besides the lack of rainfall, rivers have also been affected by forest fires -- which abound in the scorching summer, Venezuela's dry season -- that accelerate the process of evaporation, further lowering the water level in the rivers. 

Even Avila mountain, a national park area that stands between Caracas and the sea, was hit by forest fires. 

In addition, the Guri hydropower dam in southeastern Venezuela, which has the capacity to generate 10,000 megawatts of electricity, part of which is sold to Brazil, has been affected by the low level of water in the rivers. And just across the border, in the northern Brazilian state of Roraima, forest fires continue to rage out of control. 

In his weekly radio and television programme ''Aló, presidente'', Chávez constantly urges Venezuelans to leave the northern coastal region and move to the hot but well-irrigated plains in the central and southern provinces. 

More contradictions in this oil-rich nation: 56 percent of all households fall below the poverty line, and half of the economically active population works in the informal sector, while 18 percent of the population is unemployed. 

Venezuela ''is the most urbanised country and most open and exposed to the market in Latin America,'' Ricardo Villasmil, with the Institute of Social and Economic Research at the Andrés Bello Catholic University, told IPS. 

At the third World Water Forum held Mar. 16-23 in the Japanese city of Kyoto, the connection between poverty and lack of clean water, which is blamed for 2.2 million deaths a year in the developing world, was once again highlighted. 

An estimated 1.2 billion people worldwide lack access to clean water, while 2.4 billion have no sewage services. 

The World Summit on Sustainable Development that took place last year in Johannesburg, South Africa set a target of cutting the number of people in the world without access to clean water and sanitation in half by 2015. 

But unless specific water-development programmes requiring more than 40 billion dollars in annual investment are undertaken, 2.7 billion people -- one-third of the global population -- will suffer from a lack of clean water by 2025, according to the Kyoto forum. (END/2003

_________________________________________________________________________________________

ROWA MEDIA UPDATE

Kuwait
Environmental Disasters in Iraq

H.E. Dr. Mohammed Sarawi, the General Manager of the EPA in Kuwait revealed that what is happening now and what happened 13 years ago is one of the worst environmental disasters ever known in the history. 700 oil wells was put on fire in 1991, and the same thing is happening these days. This is against all international agreements and conventions that call for not using environment in  war.     

 http://www.kuna.net.kw/Main.htm
Qatar
Agreement on the Protection of Wildlife

H.H. Sheikh Hamad Bin Khalifh Al-Thani, Prince of Qatar issued a document certified the agreement of the protection of wildlife that has been approved by the Higher Council of the Arab Gulf Countries in its 22nd Session which was held in Muscat.    

http://www.al-sharq.com/xml/topics/article.xml?cu_no=1&item_no=59888&version=1&template_id=92&parent_id=4
Oman
Three Decades of Achievements Towards a Better Environment

H.R.H Sultan Qaboos Bin Sa’eed of Oman established a solid base towards a legislative and institutional construction of the Omani environmental work by issuing the sultanate decree 34/74 in reference to monitoring the marine pollution,  forming the first Arab Environmental Ministry in 1984, declaring natural reserves, and announcing global prizes. And more information on this subject included in Mr. Abdel Nabi Al-Blooshy’s book.         

http://www.omandaily.com/
_________________________________________________________________________________________
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W E D N E S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
UN agencies ship more water into southern Iraq

*
Iraqi informants best hope for finding possible banned weapons – Blix

*
Security Council to remain ‘deeply involved’ with Iraq in April, President says

*
SARS spurs WHO advisory to avoid travel to Hong Kong and Guangdong

*
Accord offers Congolese people best chance for peace and reconciliation – Annan

*
Annan proposes new UN mission to guide peace process in Côte d’Ivoire

*
Liberia: UN refugee agency reports 7,000 fleeing fighting cross into Guinea

*
UN fund for torture victims appeals for more donations

*
Viet Nam: UN launches projects to strengthen elected bodies

*
UN agency concerned at drop in resources for reproductive health

*
UNESCO backs attempt to set world record for largest lesson during education week

* * * * 

Iraq: humanitarian

2 April – With the heat already taking a toll on children in southern Iraq, United Nations humanitarian agencies today reported what they hoped was “an improving pattern of access” in bringing clean water and emergency health kits into the area. 

Meanwhile, the first UN security assessment team to Iraq made it to the southern city of Um Qasr yesterday. They will submit a report on their findings to the Secretary-General shortly.

The UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) told the daily briefing in Amman, Jordan, on UN humanitarian activities, that a convoy of five trucks was on its way to Safwan south of Basra – the first time the trucking operation organized by UNICEF under contract from private companies in Kuwait, will have reached those in need there.

Calling access to clean water “simply life-saving,” spokesman Geoffrey Keele said the trucks were each carrying 35,000 litres of water and would also deliver emergency health kits, each of which meets the needs of 1,000 people for three months.

He noted that as new tankers go in, the drivers discover new needs. Drivers who reached Zubair yesterday told UNICEF that 20,000 people in nearby Um Kail had not yet received any aid whatsoever. The drivers will return to the area tomorrow with water and emergency health kits, Mr. Keele said.

When drivers delivered health kits to the hospital in Zubair yesterday, a health worker there said the heat was already taking a toll on children and that he was seeing more and more cases of children suffering from diarrhoea, Mr. Keele said. Though a seasonal phenomenon in Iraq, where the average child suffers as many as 15 bouts of diarrhoea a year, the net effect of current conditions was crippling, he added.

Mr. Keele also noted that rations handed out by the United States were wrapped in bright yellow plastic, identical in colour to a bomblet being air-dropped, as had happened in Afghanistan. UNICEF urged coalition forces to use rations only wrapped in other colours to avoid confusing children who can too easily be injured or killed.

The International Committee of the Red Cross reported that the whole western area of Iraq – from Heet to Fallujah – had been without electricity since 29 March, when two major electricity substations were damaged during hostilities, the UN Humanitarian Coordinator for Iraq (UNHCOI) said. Most water treatment facilities in the area were operated by back-up generators and functioned between six and nine hours a day at 40 per cent capacity, it said.

For its part, the UN High Commissioner for the Refugees (UNHCR) said there had still not been any significant refugee arrivals, but small numbers of people were crossing the frontiers, mostly third country nationals seeking to return home but also sometimes handfuls of Iraqis.

* * *
Iraq: inspections

2 April – The best chance of finding weapons of mass destruction in Iraq, if they exist, will emerge from interviews with scientists, the military and managers free from fear of retribution, top United Nations arms inspector Hans Blix said.

“The $64 billion question – that’s what the war is costing at the moment I’m told, – that question is: are there any weapons of mass destruction?” Mr. Blix, Executive Chairman of the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC), told UN Radio in an interview yesterday.

Noting that UNMOVIC never asserted there were such weapons and that the United Kingdom and United States have so far not found any, Mr. Blix said: “There is one factor that makes it less difficult for the US to find them than it was for us. And that is that as the country becomes liberated from the secret police, people may not fear speaking.”

Mr. Blix noted that when UNMOVIC tried to interview scientists or other personnel, there was also the risk that if they displeased the authorities they would be in trouble and therefore would be restrained. “Now if they don’t feel that there’s such risk, then they may speak more freely,” he said. “That might lead them, the Americans and British, to any secret storages, if there are any.”

Asked which weapons of mass destruction he feared most, Mr. Blix discounted anthrax, which he said was not a battlefield but a terror weapon. “I’d think that in terms of military use, probably mustard gas and sarin, these are the things that they used in the war with Iran that may come high up,” he said. “The VX is also a horrible nerve agent.”

But Mr. Blix indicated he did not believe Iraq would use such weapons if it has them. “My speculation would have been that Iraq has denied having these weapons and if they were to use them, then the whole world would say, ‘Well, they were liars,’ and the war, therefore, had more justification than a great number of people feel it has,” he said.

Mr. Blix said his inspectors were ready to go back to Iraq if they were so requested but he confirmed that he planned to leave his post at the end of June.

* * *
Security Council

2 April – While the Security Council will continue to be deeply involved with the situation in Iraq, it will also add the issue of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) to its agenda, the President of the 15-nation body for the month of April said today.

In a press briefing on the Council’s monthly work programme, Ambassador Adolfo Aguilar Zinser of Mexico recalled that the issue of the DPRK was referred to the Council in a letter sent by the Director-General of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), in which he reports on the status of relations between the Agency and Pyongyang.

The topic would be tackled on 9 April, one day before the DPRK would be dispensed from its obligations under the Non-Proliferation Treaty, from which it had withdrawn, Ambassador Aguilar Zinser noted, adding that it was important to make sure that the results of the meeting were constructive in terms of finding a solution to that serious problem of international scope and relevance. Based on the consultations, the Council had unanimously decided to ensure that all its Members supported its decision on the matter.

Turning to Iraq, Ambassador Aguilar Zinser said that although there were still deep differences of opinion within the Council, it had been decided that the short-term focus would be on humanitarian assistance to Iraq. That was not yet reflected in the work programme, however, because there was agreement that the humanitarian agenda would be developed as time went by and as the situation evolved. The Council will hold regular consultations on the matter, at least once a week.

Possibilities will also be explored in connection with humanitarian access and political and diplomatic measures to bring an end to hostilities, the Council President said. “I will not pretend that this is not an extremely difficult topic,” he said, for the divisions were still extremely clear-cut. Also important was the subject of post-conflict rebuilding of Iraq, which was already being discussed in the background, but no consultations have been scheduled on that issue for the moment.

The work programme will also include open briefings on Afghanistan and the Middle East, Ambassador Aguilar Zinser said, as well as two meetings scheduled at the initiative of Mexico. The first, on 11 April, will deal with the participation of regional organizations, including the Organization of African Unity, the Arab League, the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) and Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS). The objective of the meeting would be to look at the collective security agenda from the regional perspective in the light of the new challenges.

The second meeting, on 29 April, will be held away from UN Headquarters in New York at the Council of the Americas, and is intended to address the part played by civil society organizations in conflict and their connection with the United Nations.

* * *

WHO

2 April – In a fresh effort to stem the international spread of a deadly new respiratory disease, the United Nations World Health Organization (WHO) recommended today that travellers consider postponing all but essential trips to Hong Kong and Guangdong Province in China where the illness, Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS), has taken its greatest toll.

At the same time, the Chinese government announced that a WHO expert team currently in Beijing would travel to Guangdong to investigate the outbreak there, the earliest and so far largest reported locus of SARS. 

“These are very positive steps taken today by China,” Dr. David Heymann, Executive Director of Communicable Diseases at WHO, said. “As a result we’ll be able to gather even more evidence about the nature of the SARS outbreak in China.”

China reported today 361 new SARS cases and 9 deaths in Guangdong for the month of March, bringing the total there from 16 November to 1,153 cases and 40 deaths. Worldwide, as of 1 April 1,800 cases with 62 deaths have been reported in 17 countries.

The new recommended travel restrictions will be reassessed daily as the epidemic evolves and do not apply to passengers simply transiting through airports in Hong Kong or Guangdong, WHO said. The agency has already recommended special screening measures at airports in four affected areas – Toronto in Canada, Singapore, Hanoi, Viet Nam, and several airports in China.

“The new travel advice is intended to limit further international spread of SARS by restricting travel to areas where the transmission patterns of SARS are not fully understood,” WHO said in a press release.

The agency also noted that the SARS situation had developed unique features in Hong Kong, where there was a continuing and significant increase in cases indicating a spread beyond the initial focus in hospitals. These developments raise questions related to other possible routes of transmission, which may involve transport of the virus from one person to another via some type of environmental means, WHO said.
   

* * *

DR of Congo

2 April – In an agreement hailed by United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan as offering the best chance for the Congolese people to restore peace after nearly five years of civil war, the Government of the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) and representatives of rebel factions today gave final approval to the creation of a comprehensive power-sharing administration and new constitution.

Marking the final session of the Inter-Congolese Dialogue today in Sun City, South Africa, the parties signed a Final Act that endorses the resolutions adopted last year in Pretoria on the All-inclusive Accord, as well as a Transitional Constitution and the Memorandum on Military and Security, which they settled on just last month. The deal will lead to elections in two years time.

While commending the parties for seeing the Dialogue through to a promising conclusion, “no one should imagine that the All-inclusive Agreement will implement itself,” the Secretary-General warned in a message delivered on his behalf by Moustapha Niasse, his Special Envoy for the Inter-Congolese Dialogue. “The most complex and difficult tasks still lie ahead.”

Urging the parties to seize the chance to “promote peace and stability throughout the Great Lakes Region,” Mr. Annan emphasized that during the Transition, they will have to prepare for elections and at the same time reunify the county in an admittedly tense and complex environment. “Even unarmed groups which until now have been bitter adversaries will have to learn to work together for the public good,” he said.

The Secretary-General also called on the parties to urgently address the continuing conflict in the east, “where the population are in a situation that is arguably even worse than it was before the agreements were signed,” he said. He pledged the UN’s continued support to the peace efforts, but underscored that “our support will be of little value unless you yourselves are fully determined to implement your agreements.”

The leaders of Botswana, Namibia, Zambia, Zimbabwe and South Africa witnessed today’s signing ceremony.

* * *
Côte d’Ivoire

2 April – As the various factions in Côte d’Ivoire grapple with the challenges of rebuilding their nation in the aftermath of sixth months of conflict, Secretary-General Kofi Annan has proposed the creation of a new United Nations mission in the country to help smooth progress towards implementation of a crucial power-sharing peace accord.

Mr. Annan’s proposal that the Security Council consider establishing the UN Mission in Côte d’Ivoire (MINUCI), as well as other recommendations outlining possible ways the UN can support the Ivoirian peace process, are included in his just-released report on the situation in the strife-torn West African country.

The Secretary-General says the proposed mission would be headed by his Special Representative, Albert Tévoedjré, who would also devise, in consultation with humanitarian and development agencies, an appropriate coordinating strategy that will enhance wider UN response to the complicated Ivoirian crises and its consequences.

The Secretary-General stresses that the French-brokered Linas-Marcoussis Agreement – which calls upon the government, rebels and political opposition to share power in a transitional government until elections in 2005 – offers the best chance for the Ivoirian people to peacefully resolve the conflict that threatens to plunge their country into a crisis rivalling “those that have devastated neighbouring Liberia and Sierra Leone.”

The report notes that regrettably, wrangling over power-sharing arrangements, which ignited massive, and often violent, civil demonstrations in and around Abidjan in early February, had delayed the Agreement’s implementation. Mr. Annan stresses that although the new government of national reconciliation had been subsequently able to hold two meetings, the ministers nominated by the rebel movements have yet to take up their posts.

“I urge the parties to overcome their differences, in order to allow the new government to start functioning without further delay and to address the bigger challenge of implementing the work programme set up in the Linas-Marcoussis agreement,” Mr. Annan says, adding that priority must be given to providing security for members of the new government.

The Secretary-General also mentions his serious concern about the logistical constraints facing the Economic Community of West Africa (ECOWAS) force and urges donor countries to urgently provide the necessary material and financial support. He stresses the critical need to increase funding to allow UN and other agencies to address the “precarious” humanitarian situation in the country, particularly ongoing population displacements, widespread human rights abuses and growing vulnerability of communities because of the deterioration of the country’s social and economic fabric.

“It would be unfortunate, if the troop contributors who came forward with offers to provide troops, on the basis of promises made by donor countries, were to find themselves facing the same circumstances that compelled other ECOWAS troops to put an end to their operation in Sierra Leone early in 2000.”

* * *

Liberia

2 April – With refugees still trickling in to Guinea from a weekend of violence in north-eastern Liberia, the United Nations refugee agency has begun to transfer more than 7,000 newly arrived Liberians from the border region to safer inland camps.

The UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) said today thousands of Liberian refugees fled to Guinea over the weekend to escape renewed fighting between government forces and the Liberians United for Reconciliation and Democracy (LURD) in Ganta town.

The first wave reached Guinea’s southern border with Liberia on Saturday morning, some of them with gunshot wounds, said Pirjo Dupuy, UNHCR’s Deputy Representative in Guinea, who has travelled from Guinea’s capital, Conakry, to UNHCR’s office in Nzerekore to oversee assistance for the new arrivals. 

Local authorities had earlier estimated that more than 15,000 Liberian refugees had arrived in Guinea, but they later revised the estimate to nearly half the number.

Refugees told a UNHCR team that went to the town of Baala on Monday, some 5 kilometres from the border, that they had been shot at as they escaped to Guinea.

The majority of those registered are Liberians, although there are also scores of Ivoirians and Sierra Leoneans.

The latest influx into Guinea comes in the wake of other population displacements in the region. Since the conflict in Côte d’Ivoire started last September, some 90,000 people have fled into neighbouring countries, mainly Liberia. By the end of 2002, fighting in Liberia itself had sent over 90,000 Liberians fleeing into neighbouring countries, including Guinea, which already hosts more than 100,000 Liberian refugees. 

* * *

Torture

2 April – Having reached less than one-tenth of its annual target for funding in the first quarter of the year, a United Nations trust fund for victims of torture appealed today for donations to help it reach its minimum goal of $13 million for 2003.

As of 2 April, the UN Voluntary Fund for Victims of Torture had only about $1.2 million available for the next session of the Board of Trustees, which is scheduled to take place from 12 to 28 May.

The UN General Assembly established the Fund in 1981 to receive voluntary contributions from Governments, non-governmental organizations and individuals for distribution to non-governmental organizations providing humanitarian assistance to victims of torture and members of their family.

In 2002, more than 80,000 victims were assisted through the Fund with the support of donors.

* * *

Viet Nam

2 April – The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) has launched two projects in Viet Nam to strengthen the country’s National Assembly and Provincial Councils and to enable them to play a more effective role in parliamentary and fiscal affairs.

UNDP, Canada, Switzerland and the United Kingdom are providing $3 million for each of the two five-year initiatives launched recently in Hanoi.

The first initiative will support the Assembly in preparing legislation and managing parliamentary affairs. Leadership training will be provided to 350 newly elected deputies, especially women. In addition, the use of information technology will be accelerated and seminars with parliamentarians from donor countries and the International Parliamentary Union will also be organized.

The second project will help the Assembly and the Councils to play a full role in the country's crucial fiscal decentralization process and provide technical support to the Ministry of Finance and the State Audit. It will focus on strengthening economic research and budget analysis and oversight, including the use of information technology.

“This is a unique opportunity for UNDP and the international community to support the rule of law by empowering the highest legislative body and local elected bodies,” UNDP Resident Representative Jordan Ryan said, adding that the projects could foster transparent and accountable institutions and policies that are vital for economic growth and human development.

* * *

Population

2 April – The United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) has expressed concern that the world has dropped further behind commitments made at a 1994 global conference to invest $17 billion a year on population and reproductive health by 2000.

Preliminary data have put the amount provided in 2001 at about $9.4 billion, down from some $11.2 billion in 2000, UNFPA said.

Addressing the annual session of the Commission on Population and Development on Monday, UNFPA Executive Director Thoraya Obaid said that the drop between 2000 and 2001 affected both external assistance and domestic spending by developing countries.

“Given rising demands and HIV/AIDS infections, the mobilization of resources is more critical to the success of the Cairo Programme of Action and the Millennium Development Goals,” Ms. Obaid said, referring to the outcome document of the 1994 Population Conference in Cairo and the targets set at a UN summit of world leaders in 2000.

“The Cairo Programme’s reproductive health goals must be met fully if we are to attain development goals related to health, social and economic outcomes, especially those on girls’ education, women, maternal mortality and HIV/AIDS.”

Ms. Obaid highlighted evidence that when the international community invests in health and education, it reaps rewards for individuals, nations and the world. “Whether the world will eliminate illiteracy and gender disparity or add 2.6 billion people will largely depend on the actions that we all take over the next decade,” she said, partly referring to projections that world population might rise from today’s 6.3 billion to 8.9 billion persons in 2050.

The flow of financial resources for the Cairo Programme of Action is one of the items before the current session of the Commission. Population, education and development, as well as demographic trends are also on the agenda.

* * *

UNESCO

1 April – Children and adults from more than 100 countries will attempt to break the world record for the largest simultaneous lesson during celebrations supported by the United Nations to mark the annual Education For All (EFA) week.

The UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) today said it is supporting the 9 April record attempt, organized by the Global Campaign for Education, a coalition of charities, trade unions and citizen groups worldwide. UNESCO will also participate in the celebrations that will focus this year on the importance and benefits of education girls and women.

The current record for the largest lesson, according to the Guinness Book of Records, was set in March last year when 28,801 children took part in a language class in the United Kingdom. The simultaneous lesson in observance of EFA week, 6 to 8 April, will be held under the theme, “All for Girl’s Education.”

UNESCO said although more girls are getting into school, there are still gender disparities three years after 164 countries met in Dakar, Senegal, during the World Education Forum where they agreed to eliminate such inequalities in primary and secondary education by 2005. 

The EFA Global Monitoring Report last year stated that women make up two-thirds of the world’s 861 million illiterate adults. In addition, of the estimated 11.4 million children out of school some 56 per cent are girls.

* *** *

_________________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by

     Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

           Good Afternoon.

           **Iraq - Humanitarian

           The first United Nations security assessment team to Iraq made it to the southern city of Umm Qasr

     yesterday.  They will submit a report on their findings to the Secretary-General shortly.

           Meanwhile, in what the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) hopes is an improving pattern of access in southern Iraq, a convoy of five trucks is traveling to the town of Safwan, south of Basra, with clean water and emergency health kits.  The trucks are carrying 35,000 liters of water each, and each one will also deliver kits to meet  the health needs of 1,000 people for  three months.

           The UNICEF also noted reports that humanitarian daily rations being handed out by United States and United  Kingdom forces in southern Iraq are wrapped in bright yellow plastic wrap, a color that is identical to the color of a  bomblet that has been used in air-drops in the fighting.  The UNICEF is urging coalition forces to use rations that are  wrapped in other colors besides yellow, to avoid confusion.

           The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) said that it has not seen any   significant refugee arrivals, but continues to see small numbers of people crossing Iraq’s frontiers, mostly third-country  nationals seeking to return home.

           The World Food Programme (WFP) reported that it has concluded contracts to purchase 400,000 tons of food  –- consisting of wheat flour, rice, cooking oil, sugar, pulses, cheese and milk -– to help support Iraq’s food distribution.

     The WFP hopes the supplies can reach the region by the end of April and in May.  We have more details in the  Amman briefing notes upstairs.

           Meanwhile, at United Nations Headquarters, the Secretary-General is continuing his consultations on Iraq with  the Member States’ regional group.  Yesterday afternoon, he met the Western European and Others Group, and told reporters afterward that he hoped the United Nations would be able to get aid into Iraq within the 45 days provided for in  Security Council Resolution 1472.

           Today, at 4 in the Trusteeship Council Chamber, he will meet with the Asian Group.

           **Iraq –- Security Council

           The Security Council has scheduled consultations on Iraq for tomorrow.  The first part of the consultations will  be on the latest Secretary-General’s  report on UNIKOM, that is, the United Nations Iraq-Kuwait Observer Mission on which we reported yesterday.  The  second part of the consultations tomorrow will be a humanitarian briefing by Deputy Secretary-General Louise  Fréchette.

           **Security Council

           The Security Council is holding consultations this morning on its programme of work for April.  In the afternoon   at 3:30 the Council has scheduled a meeting with troop contributors to the United Nations Iraq-Kuwait Observation  Mission (UNIKOM). 

           And then Ambassador Adolfo Aguilar Zinser of Mexico, the Council's President for the month, will brief you on  the month’s programme after the morning consultations, at 12:30 p.m. before members attend a luncheon hosted by  the Secretary-General.  The Security Council programme for April is posted on the Council web site.

           And I would just comment that this luncheon with Council members is not the regular monthly luncheon.  It’s a  special luncheon that the  Secretary-General has invited all members of the Council to.

           **SARS Update

           On the basis of new data on the Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) from China and Hong Kong, the   World Health Organization (WHO) has today revised its advice to international travelers recommending that persons  traveling to  Hong Kong and Guangdong Province, China, consider postponing all but essential travel.  These measurers have been  taken to try to prevent the further international spread of SARS.

           This is the first time in the history of the WHO that such travel advice has been issued for specific

     geographical areas because of an outbreak of an infectious disease, as previously no global recommendations were  necessary.

           The Chinese Ministry of Health has further announced that a five-person WHO expert team currently in Beijing  will be traveling immediately to   Guangdong Province, China, to investigate the SARS outbreak there and to confer with health officials.  The World   Health Organization welcomed China as a full partner in the international effort to stop the epidemic.  We have more  information in press releases and a transcript of a briefing held today in Geneva.

           **Democratic Republic of the Congo

           The final session of the Inter-Congolese Dialogue concluded today in

     Sun City, South Africa.  Delegates from the parties signed a Final Act which endorses the Resolutions adopted last year in Sun City, the All–inclusive Accord and the Transitional Constitution.

           “These agreements offer the Congolese people the best chance of restoring peace”, the Secretary-General  said in a message delivered by Moustapha Niasse, the Special Envoy for the Inter-Congolese Dialogue.  He then  warned that “no one should imagine that the All-inclusive Agreement will implement itself.  The most complex and  difficult tasks still lie ahead.”

           The Secretary-General called the parties to address urgently the continuing conflict in the east of the country,  “where the population are in a situation that is arguably even worse than it was before the agreements were signed”, he  said.

           He pledged the United Nations’ continued support to the peace efforts, but he underscored that “our support  will be of little value unless you yourselves are fully determined to implement your agreements”.  Today’s signing  ceremony was witnessed by the heads of State of Botswana, Namibia, Zambia, Zimbabwe and South Africa.  We have  copies of the Secretary-General’s message available upstairs.

           **Côte d'Ivoire

           The Secretary-General’s report to the Security Council on Côte d'Ivoire is out as a document today.

           I would like to draw your attention to paragraph 88 of the report, in which the Secretary-General notes that the  ministers nominated by the rebel movements have yet to take up their posts.  He urges the parties to overcome their  differences, in order to allow the new Government to start functioning without further delay, and to address the bigger  challenge of implementing the work programme set up in the Linas Marcoussis agreement.

           He also mentions his serious concern about the logistical constraints facing the Economic Community of  West African States (ECOWAS) force in that country and urges donor countries to urgently provide the necessary material and financial support.  He says, “It would be unfortunate, if the troop contributors who came forward with offers  to provide troops, on the basis of promises made by donor countries, were to find themselves facing the same  circumstances that compelled other ECOWAS troops to put an end to their operation in Sierra Leone early in 2000.”

           The Secretary-General also outlines how the United Nations can support the peace process in Côte d’Ivoire  and proposes that a United Nations mission be established for this purpose.

           **Viet Nam

           The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), along with the Governments of Canada, Switzerland  and the United Kingdom, recently launched  two projects in Viet Nam that are intended to strengthen that country’s  National Assembly and provincial People’s Councils and allow the Assembly’s budgetary committee to play a more  effective financial and oversight role.

           One project is to train 350 newly elected deputies to the Assembly in preparing legislation and managing  parliamentary affairs, while the other is to assist the Assembly and the People’s Council in playing a full role in the country’s fiscal decentralization.

           The UNDP’s Resident Representative in Viet Nam, Jordan Ryan, said the effort provides the agency with a  unique opportunity to empower the country’s highest legislative body, as well as local elected bodies, which, in turn,  can foster transparent and accountable institutions.  We have more in a note from the UNDP.

           **Press Releases

           We have a couple more press releases to highlight for you today.

     The first is from the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO).

           Next Wednesday, 9 April, children and adults from more than 100 countries will attempt to break the world  record for the largest simultaneous lesson.

     The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, informs us that the lesson will be part of this  year’s Education for All Week, with the theme “All for Girls’ Education”.  The current record, according to the Guinness  Book of Records, was set in March last year when more than 28,000 children took part in a language lesson in the United Kingdom.  We will let you know how that turns out.

           The second press release is from the International Civil Aviation Organization, ICAO, on its Worldwide Air Transport Conference, which was held in Montreal last week and adopted a Declaration of Global Principles.

     The declaration specifies the individual and collective roles of States in working towards giving international air  transport as much economic freedom as possible, without compromising safety and security.

        **Press Conference Tomorrow

           And finally, a press conference to announce for tomorrow.  At 11:00 a.m. tomorrow, Professor Amartya Sen, the 1998 Nobel Prize Winner in Economics, and Dr. Paul Demeny, Distinguished Scholar at the Population Council,  will be in this room to brief you on the thirty-sixth session of the Commission on Population and Development, which is taking place at Headquarters this week.

           That’s all I have for you.

           Questions and Answers

           Question:  Fred, what’s the purpose of this special luncheon between the Secretary-General and the Security  Council?

           Spokesman:  I think it’s the continuing consultations he’s having with all Member States on the subject of  Iraq. 

           Question:  Where will it be?

           Spokesman:  It’s going to be upstairs in his private office.

           Question:  And can you shed any more light on (Deputy Secretary-General) Louise Fréchette, what she’ll be talking about specifically?  I know, you said “humanitarian briefing”.  Is that just an update on where things stand, or is it sort of on future planning?

           Spokesman:  Be careful on future planning now.  She’s talking specifically about the humanitarian situation.  I  assume she’ll just be updating them on where we stand with adaptation for “oil-for-food”. 

           Question:  And do you have anything more on this story about the aid packages wrapped in yellow paper that  resemble, you said, bomblets, where they were being dropped or anything more than what you read?

           Spokesman:  I don’t have anything here, but I’d refer you to UNICEF, which issued the warning and the

     recommendation to the coalition forces that they change the colour of the wrapping.  Serge?

           Question:  Fred, do you care to comment on the letter from the Foreign Minister of Iraq regarding the bias situation of the Secretary-General, which is being issued as a document of  the Security Council?

           Spokesman:  No, I have no comment on that letter.

           Question:  Will he discuss this matter with the Security Council tomorrow?

           Spokesman:  I don’t know what’s going to come up at that Council session.  If a Member State raises it,

     that’s possible.  But I am not aware that from the Secretariat side we intend to address it.

           Question:  Would UNSECOORD, I guess, be doing the security assessment at any opening where aid would be coming in?  They’re doing it at Umm Qasr; would they be expected to do it wherever the United Nations would be moving in?

           Spokesman:  Yes.  That would be standard procedure.  At Umm Qasr we’ll wait to see what the report says and what our reaction will be to it.

     But should the security assessment be favourable, I assume that would mean the possibility of sending some

     international staff back to Umm Qasr.  I understand the World Food Programme has storage facilities there for grain, which would allow us to begin receiving shipments and putting them in storage in preparation for taking them further  inland.  And then, as we had indications that other areas were secure for humanitarian operations, we would again send another assessment team and they would report.  If the report is positive, then we would creep in, step by step,  inland to resume our humanitarian work at full speed.  Yes? 

           Question:  Any assistance going to the north of Iraq...(inaudible)?

           Spokesman:  I have nothing to add to what I have already told you -- that we have a large number of local  personnel working for UNICEF and other agencies who continue operating in the north.  I think yesterday I talked about a first truck shipment of humanitarian supplies entering from Turkey.  So, the efforts continue using private truckers to try to get aid in and using local staff to distribute it.

           Thank you very much.

                                              * *** *
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